
multisensory space uses 
evidence-based clinical 
interventions known to 
help students manage 
anxiety, decompress, 
improve mindset, receive 
therapeutic interven-
tion, and self-regulate 
while receiving sup-
port from trained coun-
selors.  It is the first 
such SIR to be launched 
in a public-school set-
ting in Massachusetts.  

Similar multisensory 
environments have been 
widely used in clinical 
and therapeutic con-
texts, for instance with 
individuals who have 
autism spectrum disor-
der, Alzheimer’s disease, 
and complex behavioral 
health needs.

The SIR is the third 
tier of intervention of 
the Southbridge CARES 
( C l a r k - S o u t h b r i d g e 

Advancing Resilience in 
Education and Support) 
Project, a school-based 
Multi-Tiered Systems of 
Support (MTSS) mental 
health initiative designed 
to reach up to 400 stu-
dents across four grades 
(9th through 12th) and 
stimulate mental, person-
al, and academic growth 
and achievement. The 
number of adolescents 
facing mental health 

challenges has greatly 
increased since the pan-
demic. The goal of the 
program is to improve 
students’ academic per-
formance, strength-
en social-emotional 
and behavioral health, 
increase school engage-
ment, and better prepare 
high school students for 
college and career suc-
cess.

“This partnership with 
Clark University and the 
Health Foundation of 
Central Massachusetts 
has been a home run 
for our students,” said 
William Metzger, Interim 
Receiver/Superintendent 
o f  Sou thb r idge 
Public Schools.  “The 
Southbridge Public 
Schools are committed 
to addressing the social 
emotional needs of our 
students as we continue 
to work to remove all 
barriers to academic suc-
cess.  We are honored to 
be the first public school 
in the Commonwealth to 
add this incredible tool 
to support our students’ 
well-being.  We can-
not thank our partners 
enough for the generous 
support.”

Project partners joined 
school leaders and com-
munity members for 
guided tours of the SIR 
and visited demonstra-
tion tables to learn about 
the other two tiers of 

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE 

LODGE

STURBRIDGE — 
On Sunday, Oct. 12, the 
Sturbridge common was 
packed with spectators to 
watch the Master Masons 
celebrate one of the 
most pivotal episodes in 
American military history, 
leading to the founding 
of this great nation 250 
years ago. In the winter of 
1775-1776 Colonel Henry 
Knox’s Noble Train of 
Artillery passed through 

this area in Massachusetts 
on the way to Boston. 
Here is a little bit of his-
tory.

On Nov. 16, 1775, 
General  George 
Washington sent Colonel 
Henry Knox to Fort 
Ticonderoga in upstate 
New York to retrieve can-
nons and munitions from 
the Green Mountain Boys 
led by Ethan Allen and 
Benedict Arnaold. Colonel 
Henry Knox was only 25 
years old and traveled 300 
miles in the dead of winter 
of 1775-1776 from Fort 
Ticonderoga to Boston. 
Knox selected 58 can-
nons that was transported 
by oxen-drawn carts in 

what became the “Knox 
Noble Train of Artillery.” 
After 56 days of travel-
ing, Knox and his troops 
erected fortifications 
over Dorchester Heights 
overlooking Boston. The 
British were driven out 
of Boston to a flotilla of 
ships heading for Nova 
Scotia. General George 
Washington claimed 
his first victory of the 
American Revolution, in 
a large part due to Colonel 
Henry Knox’s Noble Train 
of Artillery.

To commemorate 
Brother Knox’s achieve-
ment and contribution to 
American independence, a 
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Southbridge Public Schools open Sensory Immersion Room

Rotary Club of Sturbridge presents Fifth Annual 
TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

Master Masons celebrate 250-year anniversary of “Knox Noble Train of Artillery”

Charlton officials
settle dispute over house 

renumbering request
BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Nearly a year after Charlton paved 
the way for changes to its house numbering bylaws, the 
first major debate over a requested renumbering domi-
nated the Select Board's meeting on Oct. 14.

Charlton voters approved a bylaw amendment during 
the fall town meeting last October granting the Select 
Board power to approve policies for number assign-
ments on buildings and properties. It took a year before 
any major debate or disagreement emerged regarding 
requests to owners to change their existing house num-
bers.

Changes in the bylaws now reserve letters like “A” or 
“B” for duplexes that share a single driveway, and seeks 
to work with homeowners along certain routes to change 
their numbers to be in more numerical order. This has 
been deemed significant for public safety and emergency 
response to better locate and identify and locate homes. 
But for some the requests may seem too cumbersome.

That was the case for Brian Lafleche, owner of 77 E. 
Baylies Road which was recommended to change the 
number to 81. Lafleche met with the Select Board in a 
public hearing to denounce the requested change calling 
it an “unnecessary hardship” on his family.

The ensuing debate included input from several local 
officials, including Zoning Enforcement Officer Curtis 
Meskus and Fire Chief Rob Barton who acknowledged 
the safety and emergency response significance of the 
change while also recognizing the citizen’s concern. The 
Select Board was also initially divided on the matter, but 
Selectman David Singer made it clear he wouldn’t vote 
to force the change on Lafleche reminding everyone the 
change would also require the family to update legal 
documents like licenses and passports to reflect the new 
number.

“I think there are times where we hope that if it’s not 
too much on a resident that they would want to work 
with the town, but there are times where things do 
require a bit more work or effort on someone’s part and 
if a resident isn’t going to want to do that I loath to do 
things if there are, in my own mind, other options. With 
all due respect to the work that’s been done I just think 
there are other options,” said Singer.

Town officials and the Select Board eventually came 
to a compromise with the homeowner to take no action 
as Lafelche had indicated a possible negotiation with 
a neighbor to potentially renumber a different property 
and other neighboring lots are currently empty. With the 
potential for those properties to host new homes in the 
future, town officials decided to leave the situation as 
it is until there is a serious need to return to the table to 
further negotiate a resolution on the matter.

Courtesy

(Right) Members of the Sons 
of the American Revolution 
demonstrating and firing their 
muskets. Turn To MASONS page A10

Turn To ROOM page A8

STURBRIDGE — 
The Rotary Club of 
Sturbridge has announced 
that pre-registration is 
now open for its pop-
ular TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, 1K, and 
Fun Walk, which is slat-
ed to return on Sunday, 
Oct. 26, according to 
club president and race 
director Klaus Hachfeld.

“To pre-register for 
this year’s event, just go 
to getmeregistered.com, 
and type ‘Sturbridge’ in 
the search field in the 
upper right-hand corner,” 
says Hachfeld

All activities begin 
at the OSV Education 
Center on Old Sturbridge 

Village Road (not to 
be confused with Old 
Sturbridge Village 
Academy at the main 
entrance to the village). 
Parking will be available 
in the Education Center 
lot.

The family-friendly 
event offers two timed 
races, including a 5K 
Trail Run & Fun Walk, 
and a 1K Pre-Teen Run. 
In the spirit of the sea-
son, participants are 
encouraged to come in 
costume. The event also 
includes free children’s 
game starting at 9 a.m. at 
the Education Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen 
Run ($20 registration) 

starts at 9:15 a.m. This 
is for the 12 and under 
crowd, and the course 
is accessible for anyone 
with mobility challenges.

The timed 5K Trail 
Run ($35 registration) & 
Fun Walk ($30 registra-
tion) will start at 10 a.m. 
using Old Sturbridge 
Village Road and the 
Arbutus Park Trail in 
the Leadmine Mountain 
Wildlife Conservation 
Lands.

An awards ceremony 
will follow at 11:15 a.m. 
starting with a competi-
tion for best Halloween 
costume for all registered 
runners and walkers. 
Judging will be by pop-

ular choice.
On-site registration 

will also be available 
starting at 8:30 a.m. on 
the day of the race.

The Trek Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K and Fun 
Walk is a Sturbridge 
Rotary Club fundraiser, 
with all profits going to 
the organization’s com-
munity needs projects. 
For additional informa-
tion, or to sign on as 
an event sponsor, email 
the race director at 
laserklaus@gmail.com. 
Or visit the Sturbridge 
Rotary Club Web site at 
https://sturbridgerotary.
com.

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— Southbridge Public 
Schools, with its partners 
The Health Foundation 
of Central Massachusetts 
and Clark University’s 
Mosakowski Institute for 
Public Enterprise, today 
celebrated the official 
launch of its Sensory 
Immersion Room (SIR) 
at Southbridge High 

School. The SIR inte-
grates immersive tech-
nology, virtual reality, 
and sensory equipment 
to create customizable, 
calming, and therapeu-
tic environments for all 
students, including those 
experiencing behavioral 
health challenges or sen-
sory differences.

This state-of-the-art 

Courtesy

Amie Shei (pictured second from left), President and CEO of The Health Foundation of Central 
Massachusetts, and Nadia Ward, Executive Director of the Mosakowski Institute for Public 
Enterprise at Clark University (pictured far right), join William Metzger, Interim Receiver/
Superintendent of Southbridge Public Schools, as he cuts the ribbon on the Sensory Immersion 
Room at Southbridge High School on Oct. 17.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sunday worship 10 
a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., 
Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street 
- Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pas-
tor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 Sunday Service  
10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 307 Stur-
bridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main Street, Stur-
bridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
.................................................7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays...................................... 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday................................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday............................  8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday............................  8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office............. (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) .....................  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
...........................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
..........................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ............................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School....................(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
...........................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Jacob Edwards Public Library
Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

PRIVATE CONTRACTORS 
SNOW PLOWING

The Town of Charlton Highway Department seeks 
Private Contractors for snow plowing operations 
throughout the 2025-2026 winter season. Applica-
tions, service agreement, and required documents 
can be obtained by visiting the Town of Charlton 
website: https://townofcharlton.net/627/Snow-Ice, 
calling (508) 248-2212, or email: dpwadmin@town-
ofcharlton.net. These are open until filled positions.
The Town of Charlton reserves the right to reject any 
and all applications in the best interest of the town.

Community Calendar
October 24–31

Real Estate
Charlton
$585,000, 9 T Hall Rd, 

Depierri, Dennis M, and 
Depierri, Stephanie R, to 
Flahive, Kevin.

$570,000, 10 Dolge Ct, 
Belanger, Lois A, to Dowd, 
Eric, and Dowd, Karlee.

$517,500, 73 Haggerty Rd, 
Raiche, Raymond, to Shaw, 
Christopher, and Shaw, 
Lauren.

$125,000, Hiland Rd #5, 
Hansen, Christopher R, and 
Hansen, Krystal L, to Ib 
Developer LLC.

$27,000, Carpenter Hill 
Rd, B D & M Rt, and Mann, 
Brett, to Forever Hopeful 
LLC.

$10,000, 72 Leland Dr, 
Surprenant, Robert L, to Baker 
Ft, and Baker, Leland H.

$10,000, Flint Rd, 
Surprenant, Robert L, to Baker 
Ft, and Baker, Leland H.

$10,000, Partridge Hill Rd, 
Surprenant, Robert L, to Baker 
Ft, and Baker, Leland H.

Holland
$20,000, 11 Chandler Rd, 

Miller Randy N Est, and 
Miller, Monica A, to Arenas 
Investments LLC.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$520,000, 21 Coombs St, 

Chamberland, Paul R, and 
Chamberland, Kathleen A, to 
Torres, Phillip.

$435,000, 32 Roger St, 
Hudon, Paul R, to Riley, 
Cameron.

$415,000, 41 Edwards St, 
Wentworth Timothy A Est, 
and Wentworth, Catherine 
T, to Miller, Louis A, and 
Miller, Sarah M.

$365,000, 370 South 
St, Babine, Philip J, to 
Robitaille, Nicole.

$295,000, 40 Dennison 
Ln, Patraw, Jason T, to 
Echevarria, Joel, and 
Maestra, Elizabeth.

STURBRIDGE
$1,065,000, 33 Mountain 

Brook Rd, Audino, Robert 
L, and Audino, Michelle A, 
to Calo, Joseph, and Calo, 
Kathryn.

$634,900, 74 Fiske Hill 
Rd, Goulet, Mchael D, and 
Goulet, Diane, to Drake, 
Dillon, and Julian, Vanessa.

$540,000, 7 Birch St, 
Stockhaus, Matthew R, and 
Stockhaus, Michelle L, to 
Gay 3rd, Lawrence F.

$410,000, 199 New Boston 
Rd, Drake, Dillon, and Julian, 
Vanessa, to Kozerski, Adam, 
and Boulanger, Padiorat.

Friday, Oct. 24
At dusk the air turns crisp and bright,
as Brimfield Winery’s lights ignite.
Music and cider from six to nine,
with local food and harvest wine.

Saturday, Oct. 25
Pumpkins glow at Charlton’s Common 

Green,
a family fair with a festive scene.
Crafts from ten till three appear,
then hayrides roll to end the year.

Sunday, Oct. 26
The Sturbridge Federated Church will sing,
at morning worship welcoming 

spring—

or rather fall—with song and prayer,
and homemade pies for all who care.

Monday, Oct. 27
At Jacob Edwards Library, seven 

sharp,
a spooky tale to make hearts harp.
Ghost stories old, by candlelight,
will fill the shelves with friendly 

fright.
Tuesday, Oct. 28
The Southbridge Council convenes 

at eight,
Town Hall doors swing—don’t be late.
Hear voices raised in local say,
deciding how we pave the way.
Wednesday, Oct. 29

The Hitchcock Academy hosts a class,
on wreaths of pine and holiday glass.
From six to eight, all ages meet,
to craft a sign of winter’s greet.
Thursday, Oct. 30
At Bay Path Tech, young actors show,
a Halloween play with a comic glow.
Curtain at seven, tickets at door—
laughter and chills, who could ask for 

more?
Friday, Oct. 31 – Halloween Night
The moon rides high above Charlton’s 

hills,
while goblins prowl with candy thrill.
Trick-or-treat from five to eight,
mind the crosswalks—don’t tempt 

fate!

End your week with pumpkins bright,
and neighbors smiling in candlelight.



MILFORD — 
The United States 
Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Tri-
State Flotilla, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
will be instructing 
a boating safety 
class Saturday, 
Nov. 8 from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. that 
meets current 
state mandat-
ed educational 
requirements.

The Boat 
America Course is 
offered in a one-
day format devel-
oped to provide 
the skills and con-
fidence needed to 
explore the coast 
and inland waters 
by boat.  Basic 
knowledge and 
skills are needed 
to have safe and 
enjoyable boating 
experiences.  

This course is 
perfect for fami-
lies that have just 
purchased any 
type of boat or are 
planning to in the 
future, and for the 
boater keeping 
up with changes 
to boating regu-
lations and laws.  
Basic marline-
spike seamanship 
(knots etc.) will 
also be includ-
ed.  Successful 
completion of the 
course will cer-
tify any minor, 
from 12 to 16 
years of age, to 
operate a power-
boat, including a 
Personal Water 
Craft / Jet Ski (for 

16 & 17-year-old 
operators), on all 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
waters; in conjunc-
tion with the Mass. 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Police.  Approved 
by National 
Association of 
State Boating Law 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
(NASBLA) it 
will also cover 
the requirements 
to operate a ves-
sel in most other 
states & many 
countries where 
boating safety 
education is man-
datory including 
Rhode Island and 
Connecticut.

The Hanson-
Milone Boater 
Safety Act, signed 
into Mass. Law 
January 8, will 
now require ALL 
Mass. motorboat 
operators to com-
plete an approved 
Safe Boating 
Certificate course 
before April 1, 
2026 for anyone 
born after Jan. 1, 
1998, and by April 
1, 2028 for boat-
ers born before 
Jan. 1, 1998.  
Enforcement of 
the new law will 
begin on Sept. 1, 
2026.  This course 
meets the future 
Mass. require-
ment.  Most boat-
ing insurance 
companies offer a 
discount on premi-
ums for successful 
completion of this 
course.  

P a r t i c i p a n t s 

16 years old and 
under must be 
accompanied, in 
person, by a reg-
istered parent/
guardian.  Space 
is limited, so reg-
ister soon:

Milford High 
School cours-
es offered at 31 
West Fountain St., 
Milford.

Registration is 
managed through 
the Milford 
C o m m u n i t y 
School  Use 
Program, 

https://milford-
c o m m u n i t y p r o -
gram.activityreg.
com/selectactivi-
ty_t2.wcs

A d u l t -
Fal l-2025 - 
Boat America 
Certificate Class

or call Laura 
Farrell (508) 478-
1119, email lfar-
rell@milfordma.
com;  

The registration 
deadline is Oct. 
25  

For additional 
USCGAux. infor-
mation: phil.usc-
g a u x @ v e r i z o n .
net or (508) 478-
3778.

To locate these 
and other USCG 
Auxiliary courses 
(BA and BS&S) 
that will meet 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
requirements go 
to:  https://www.
cgaux.org/boat-
inged/class_find-
er/index.php

The Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 

is the uniformed 
civilian compo-
nent of the U.S. 
Coast Guard and 
supports the Coast 
Guard in nearly 
all mission areas. 
The Auxiliary 
was created by 
Congress in 1939. 
For more infor-
mation, please 
visit www.cgaux.
org.

N e w s 
P u b l i c a t i o n s , 
Local Cable 
A c c e s s 
Channels, and 
Organizations:

We would 
appreciate cover-
age in your next 
issues covering 
ALL locations or 
posting as soon as 
possible on your 
website, channel, 
or bulletin board!

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT

Phil Kubat - 
Public Education 
Off i ce r  – 
USCGAux. 10-2

The following 
is for copy/paste 
use by Cable 
Access Channels 
to ensure the print 
is legible as post-
ed in your sys-
tem….

If posting the 
full press release 
body, please 
adjust font size 
or split on two 
pages/screens...

also, the art-
work could be 
used in posting…

The following 
pages can also 

be printed and 
used for posting 
at your location 
to help us reach 
the local boating 
community.

B O A T 
AMERICA

O n e - D a y 
Boating Safety 
Course for State 
Cretifications

Milford High 
School

B O A T 
AMERICA

O n e - D a y 
Boating Safety 
Course for State 
Certifications

Milford High 
School

S a t u r d a y 
November 8, 2025

31  Wes t 
Fountain Street, 
Milford, MA…..9 
AM to 5 PM

The Hanson-
Milone Boater 
Safety Act, signed 
into Mass. Law 
January 8, will 
now require ALL 
motorboat opera-
tors to complete 
an approved 
Safe Boating 
Certificate course 
before April 1, 
2026 for any-
one born after 
1/1/1998, and 
by April 1, 2028 
for boaters born 
before 1/1/1998.  
E n f o r c e m e n t 
of the new law 
will begin on 
September 1, 
2026.  This course 
meets require-
ment.

Course offered 
by your local

U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
Tri-State Flotilla, 
Massachusetts

Registration is 
managed through 
the Milford 
C o m m u n i t y 

School  Use 
Program, Adult-
E d u c a t i o n a l 
h t tps : / /mi l ford-
c o m m u n i t y p r o -
gram.activityreg.
com/selectactivi-
ty_t2.wcs#

 or Laura 
Farrell (508) 478-

1119 email lfar-
rell@milfordma.
com; keeping in 
mind that avail-
ability is limited. 
The registration 
deadline is Oct. 
25.  Participants 
16 years of age 
and under must 

be accompanied, 
in person, by a 
registered parent/
guardian. 

For additional 
USCGAux. infor-
mation: phil.usc-
gaux@verizon.net 
or (508) 478-3778

• Stonebridge Press •3www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, October 23-24, 2025

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

j j j j j j

Randy is a friendly and outgoing 
young man who enjoys staying 
active and exploring his communi-
ty. Some of his favorite outings in-
clude sporting events, museums, 
and trips to the zoo. At home, Ran-
dy loves playing on his Nintendo 
Switch—his go-to games are Ani-
mal Crossing and Donkey Kong—
and he has fun bringing stories to 
life with his puppets. He’s also a tal-
ented artist who enjoys expressing 
himself through his drawings. When 
it comes to food, Randy can’t resist 
pizza, cheeseburgers, and French 
fries. He also has a big love for mu-
sic, especially classic rock. Some 
of his favorite artists are AC/DC, 

Fleetwood Mac, Billy Joel, and Queen, and he loves to rock out to 
their songs. Looking ahead, Randy dreams of traveling to Africa one 
day to help children living in poverty—a reflection of his kind heart 
and caring nature. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21177521153 
 
    Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.              

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster 
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care.             

Randy
Age 14 

Registration #8653  

Safe boating certificate course
scheduled at Milford High School

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Sullivan-Auctioneers.com • 617-350-7700

LIVE AUCTION TO BE HELD ON-SITE

203 DURFEE ST. ,  SOUTHBRIDGE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28 @ 12:00 PM

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE TAX POSSESSION

MA Lic #107

PUBLIC AUCTION

TERMS: $5,000 Deposit by bank check to “TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE”.
No personal checks accepted. 6% Buyer’s Premium & balance due in 30 days. Sold “AS IS”.

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath Home w/ Garage
Discover the potential! – A spacious 2-story home set on .54± acres 
with sweeping views of Cohasse Country Club. Nestled in a lovely 

community, this 2,500± SF property is an ideal renovation project for 
investors, contractors, or ambitious homeowners looking to bring their 
vision to life. Don’t miss this rare chance to create something special!

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/23 & SATURDAY 10/24

HADDOCK 
PARMESAN

AFTER 5:00 PM

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.



c o n f u s i n g 
them could 
hurt your 
f i n a n c i a l 
future.

Sca t t e red 
a c c o u n t s 
may affect 
c o s t s , 
p a p e r w o r k 
and advice. 
When your 
assets are 
s p r e a d 
among mul-
tiple finan-
cial institutions, you could face sev-
eral drawbacks. First, you’re likely 
paying more in fees than necessary. 
Multiple providers often mean multi-
ple account fees, transaction costs and 
mutual fund expenses that can add up 
quickly. Generally, the more assets 
you have with one financial provider, 
the more opportunities you have for 
reducing or eliminating these costs.

Managing scattered accounts also 
could create a paperwork nightmare. 
You’ll receive multiple monthly 
statements and numerous tax forms, 
making it much harder to see the big 
picture of your financial health. This 
complexity can lead to missed oppor-
tunities and poor decision-making.

Perhaps most important, work-
ing with multiple financial advisors 
may result in conflicting advice and 
duplicated investment strategies. 
Without a comprehensive view of 
your entire portfolio, each financial 
advisor may recommend investments 
that don’t work well together, poten-

tially delaying 
your progress 
toward reach-
ing financial 
goals.

T h e r e ’ s 
strength in 
consolidation. 
Consolidating 
your accounts 
with a sin-
gle financial 
advisor offers 
numerous ben-
efits. You’ll 
have opportu-

nities to develop a closer, more com-
prehensive relationship with some-
one who understands your complete 
financial picture. This financial advi-
sor can provide informed guidance 
and help eliminate the conflicting 
advice that may come from working 
with multiple professionals.

Consolidation also makes it easier 
to implement a well-diversified port-
folio that fits your level of risk toler-
ance. When all your investments are 
in one place, you can see exactly how 
your assets are allocated and make 
strategic adjustments as needed. It 
becomes simpler to gauge aggre-
gate investment returns, assess your 
portfolio assets and rebalance when 
necessary.

For retirement planning, consol-
idation can be especially valuable. 
IRAs at different providers can be 
consolidated at any time without tax 
consequences when assets are trans-
ferred directly between providers. 
When you retire, your 401(k) can 

typically be rolled over into an IRA, 
streamlining your retirement income 
strategy.

True diversification still matters. 
While consolidating accounts makes 
sense, diversifying your actual invest-
ments remains crucial. A good finan-
cial advisor will help you carefully 
build a balanced mix of stocks and 
bonds appropriate for your age and 
goals. As you approach retirement, 
this typically means shifting toward 
a more balanced portfolio that still 
provides growth to combat inflation 
while offering stability and income.

Diversification goes beyond just 
stocks and bonds. Take bonds, for 
instance: You can diversify by bond 
type (municipal, corporate and gov-
ernment), bond maturity (through a 
strategy called “laddering”) and bond 
sector to spread risk across different 
parts of the economy.

How to get started. If your retire-
ment savings and investment accounts 
are scattered among various financial 
institutions, consider consolidating 
everything with one trusted financial 
advisor. The streamlined record-keep-
ing, potential for reduced fees and 
comprehensive financial guidance can 
help improve your wealth-building 
potential while making your financial 
life simpler to manage.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please 
contact Trevor Nielsen, your local 
Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge 
at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@
edwardjones.com.

Over the last few several 
weeks, the topic of “success” has 
been raised – from people I men-
tor, colleagues, even in conversa-
tions with friends, including ones 
who are people of faith.

Topics of career, church, and 
life in general involved the impli-
cation that if you achieve certain 
levels in life, obtain a specific 
job, increase attendance, or man-
age to accumulate certain bench-
marks of success – car, house, 
vacations – or rack up a bunch of 
accomplishments, you’ve made 
it, whatever  it is, as Vonnegut 
might inquire.

Not that these in and of them-
selves aren’t worthy objectives. 
They are. But earthly achieve-
ment does not fully define us in 
terms of success, and we need to 
avoid grading ourselves solely 
by these barometers, as if an 
instructor has less value than a 
professor, or a manager is a bet-
ter person than a new hire, or a 
smaller church is less impactful 
than a larger one.

My late aunt and uncle 
co-founded a tiny church in New 
Jersey with a couple other fami-
lies. Over the years people in the 
community came to call it “the 
giving church.” Even though it 
remained small, it became a sig-
nificant resource for the com-
munity.

I’ve known people who have 
had lives of great fulfillment in 
purpose, who walked with the 
Lord, and reflected Him well, 
who have very little material 
wealth, and yet they have lived 
immensely successful lives in 
what lasts long after antiques 
break, cars get old, houses run 

down, and fashions 
are no longer chic.

But what is suc-
cess? That ques-
tion has garnered 
answers as varied as 
the human condition 
and is treated as a 
complex notion. But 
is it?

My parents 
thought success 
was helping to build 
others, to help them 
become their best 
selves.

Moreover, mom 
and dad – two of my 
most important role 
models –defined 
success as living a 
life that would make 
God proud. Which 
is to say leave the 
place better than 
you found it, use the 
blessings provided 
to help others, and to remember 
identity is in how God defines us, 
not others, regardless of success 
or string of disappointments.

Several uber entrepreneurs I 
know have defined it as the abili-
ty to do some good in the world; 
with more resources more can be 
done to elevate others.

Ben and Jerry’s formed a 
partnership Greyston Bakery 
to purchase brownies for their 
ice-cream. Founded by Bernie 
Glassman, he set out to create 
a bakery to hire people who 
might have significant barriers to 
employment, such as homeless-
ness. B and J could have made 
more money (which some define 
as success) purchasing lower 

quality brownies. 
They chose to help 
others.

“There is noth-
ing noble in being 
superior to your 
fellow men. True 
nobility lies in 
being superior 
to your former 
self.” — Ernest 
Hemingway

As for people of 
faith – congregant 
or clergy, is suc-
cess body count in 
the pews? Or how 
we reflect Jesus, 
help others see 
Him through us, 
how we live our 
life? Do we fulfill 
our mission with 
each person we 
meet? Do we share 
the Love of God 
with others.

If that is the definition of suc-
cess, I know several churches 
in our area that have made it. 
Consider the Food Pantries of 
Charlton UMC and St. Josephs 
Parish. Consider their prayer 
ministries, the outreach efforts 
to shut ins, the thrift stores that 
provide new or carefully pre-
owned items at great prices, often 
enabling people starting over, or 
starting out to have nice things at 
good prices, who sponsor church 
suppers at reasonable prices for 
the community to enjoy fellow-
ship. Consider the hospitality and 
camaraderie, the sense of wel-
come when you attend church 
or mass at these places. Check 
them out.

Our Creator gives us a good 
idea how He thinks of us….

“See what great love the 
Father has lavished on us, that 
we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are!” 
—  I John 3:1

To be sure, life is complex. 
We must pay the bills. We work 
hard to better our situation and 
advance our careers. It is in so 
doing we can provide more guid-
ance, opportunities – time, talent, 
treasure – to help others, whether 
that involves our church, other 
philanthropies, or individuals in 
need.

But when we don’t hit the 
goal we set for ourselves, is that 
failure? Is our benchmark even 
valid or worth the effort? And if 
we have not yet achieved it, does 
that mean the journey -in Christ, 
in faith, in fellowship, in work – 
was not worthwhile?

The trap is conflating mor-
tal barometers of success with 
Heavenly objectives.

When we focus on our lives, 
and house of worship not just 
from a worldly context, but 
acknowledging the success of 
our life and church mission is 
in the magnitude of our engage-
ment and caring – for each other, 
those who visit, and those around 
us in our community….that is 
very likely how God defines our 
success, and a good definition 
for us, too!

“Therefore, as God’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness and patience.” – Colossians 
3:12
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Brendan Berube
Editor Consider becoming a ‘Friend’ of the Charlton Public Library

To the Editor:
The Charlton Public Library gets by with a lot of help from our 

friends!
Through the years, Friends of Charlton Public Library have 

raised significant funds that support children’s programming, 
including the Summer Reading Program and 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten; contribute to new and emerging technology; sponsor 
author talks, musical entertainment, health and gardening seminars, 
and much more.

But money isn’t the only thing the Friends contribute—last year, 
members dedicated their time supporting several programs and 
fundraising events. In addition, the Friends have rallied countless 
times to advocate for adequate library funding.

Oct. 19-25 is the 20th annual National Friends of Libraries Week, 
and it’s the perfect opportunity for the staff and trustees of the 

Charlton Public Library to give our Friends a big shout out for all 
they do to make a positive impact on us every single day.

We know the Friends are always looking for new members and 
volunteers. They have so much fun while working to make our 
community better. Joining is just a click away—please visit https://
charltonlibrary.org/friends-of-charlton-library/ and click “Join.” 
Be sure to fill out the volunteer application while you’re there and 
you’ll get a quick response.

Joining the Friends of the Library is a terrific way to make new 
friends of your own, give back to our community, and make the 
library even better.

Sincerely,
Betsy Perry
Director
Charlton Public Library

To the Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of verification in order to 
be considered for publication. Only 
the author’s name and the town 
in which they reside will be pub-
lished. Letters submitted without 
all of the required information will 
not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the 
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements 
and decency standards, and any 
submission may be rejected at any 
time for any reason he or she might 
deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

The quiet 
strength of small 
town volunteers
When the leaves begin to fall and 

the daylight fades early, it’s easy to 
forget how much life hums beneath 
the surface of a small town. Yet in 
places like Southbridge, Sturbridge, 
and Charlton, that hum is powered 
by volunteers—the folks who rake 
the common before the Harvest 
Festival, organize the senior center 
craft fairs, and somehow find time to 
coach youth soccer after work.

They don’t do it for headlines. They 
do it because community doesn’t 
sustain itself.

In recent years, every board, from 
zoning to library trustees, has sound-
ed the same refrain: “We need help.” 
Volunteerism is the quiet scaffolding 
that holds up small-town life, and 
when that scaffolding starts to shake, 
everything from parades to public 
safety feels it.

These are not abstract problems. 
A vacant board seat means delayed 
decisions on housing and budgets. 
A thinning roster of scout leaders 
means fewer programs for kids. Even 
fire and EMS departments across the 
region rely on volunteers willing to 
wake at 2 a.m. when the alarm rings.

But there’s good news: the fix 
isn’t complicated. It takes time and a 
willingness to show up. Every person 
who attends a meeting, serves soup 
at a fundraiser, or reads to children at 
the library adds another brick to the 
civic foundation.

Volunteering isn’t about giving 
hours you can’t spare—it’s about 
weaving your life into the town’s 
ongoing story. If every adult in 
Southbridge, Sturbridge, Brimfield, 
Holland, Wales, and Charlton gave 
a single evening a month to public 
service, every board seat would be 
filled, every community event would 
thrive, and every child would see 
the living proof that local life still 
matters.

Autumn always reminds us that 
seasons change, and people move 
on. But a strong community endures 
when new hands are ready to carry 
the torch. If you’ve been thinking 
about getting involved, this is the 
season to do it. Your town is waiting.

Success?

The real meaning of diversification in investing

By Dr. RB 
McFee

Charlton City 
UMC

Beyond 
the 

Pews

In the world of investing, we’ve 
all heard the phrase, “Don’t put all 
your eggs in one basket.” It’s solid 
advice that emphasizes the importance 
of diversifying your investments. 
Unfortunately, some people misinter-
pret this wisdom to mean they should 
avoid consolidating their investment 
accounts and keep their money spread 
across multiple financial institutions, 
often working with several different 
financial advisors.

However, when financial profession-
als talk about diversification, they’re 
referring to diversifying your invest-
ment assets, not your accounts. There’s 
a big difference between the two, and 

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus



During an interview years ago, Elon 
Musk famously claimed there’s a “one 
in billions” chance that this is base 
reality. In other words, he believes it’s 
far more likely that we’re living in 
some simulation than in the original, 
foundational universe.

But what kind of simulation? A dig-
ital computer program? A spiritual 
matrix? That idea may sound bizarre—
after all, everything feels real, doesn’t 
it?

Yet this isn’t just late-night dorm 
room talk. Some of the world’s most 
respected thinkers are taking the idea 
seriously. It’s not about rejecting sci-
ence—it’s about following it to its 
farthest, strangest conclusions.

Let’s start with String Theory. It’s a 
theoretical framework in physics pro-
posing that the fundamental building 
blocks of the universe aren’t parti-
cles, but tiny vibrating strings. These 
strings, depending on how they vibrate, 
give rise to all particles and forces—
even gravity.

The math checks out, even if we 
haven’t proven it experimentally yet. 
It’s one of the best candidates for 
a “Theory of Everything” that could 
unify quantum mechanics with general 
relativity.

At the 2011 Isaac Asimov 
Memorial Debate titled “The Theory 
of Everything,” theoretical physicist 

Sylvester James Gates, 
Jr. dropped a bombshell. 
He revealed that he found 
something astonishing 
embedded in the equa-
tions of string theory: pat-
terns of “error-correcting 
codes”—the same kind 
used in computer pro-
gramming to detect and 
correct mistakes.

Sitting next to him, 
astrophysicist  Neil 
deGrasse Tyson react-
ed with stunned amazement: “You’re 
blowing my mind right now!”

Why would error-correcting codes 
appear in the fabric of the cosmos? 
Gates himself admitted he doesn’t 
know the implications yet. But the 
mere presence of such codes leads to 
a wild yet serious question: Could the 
universe itself be structured like a vast, 
intelligent computation?

That’s where the idea of the simula-
tion arises.

On late-night television, when asked 
if he thought we were living in a simu-
lation, Neil deGrasse Tyson replied, “I 
wish I had a good argument against it, 
but I don’t…”

And while the science doesn’t prove 
this, it pushes our imagination into ter-
ritory that philosophers, mystics, and 
spiritual traditions have been exploring 

for millennia: that reality 
is deeper than it appears.

It doesn’t mean we live 
in a video game controlled 
by aliens.

It might mean that 
the universe is informa-
tion-rich, conscious-
ness-infused, and gov-
erned by principles far 
beyond our current under-
standing.

My friend, physicist and 
laser pioneer Dr. Mani 

Bhaumik, wrote about this in his book 
“Code Name God.” He argues that 
modern physics, far from disproving a 
creator, points toward a transcendent 
source of intelligence.

That’s a powerful idea: that our 
minds are just beginning to awaken to 
truths already embedded in nature.

Dr. David Selbie, interpreting the 
implications of quantum physics, has 
emphasized: Our choices and behavior 
as conscious observers—not the accu-
mulation of material goods—are what 
matter. Those things are transient illu-
sions. True immortality lies in evolv-
ing consciousness beyond the physical 
hologram.

Similarly, Dr. Amit Goswami, 
a quantum physicist known for his 
explorations of consciousness, has stat-
ed: “Contrary to what they tell you, 

you are not a limited material being.”
This idea echoes something timeless. 

Whether through the lens of physics or 
philosophy, the message is the same: 
You are more than you think you are.

Quantum physics shows us that par-
ticles don’t even exist in fixed states 
until observed. They remain in a state 
of possibility. In a strange and very real 
way, attention shapes outcome. This 
isn’t just a metaphor—it’s physics, 
though interpretations vary.

So what does this mean for us?
It means we live in a participatory 

universe. That our focus, our aware-
ness, our very act of observation—mat-
ters. That we are not passive passen-
gers in reality, but active participants.

No, quantum physics doesn’t prom-
ise we can manifest Lamborghinis with 
our thoughts. But it does suggest some-
thing far greater: that we are wired into 
the very structure of existence, and our 
consciousness has weight in the world.

And that, perhaps, is the most hope-
ful message of all.

We are not powerless. We are not 
accidents. We are not limited.

We are participants in something 
vast, intelligent, and alive.

The universe is not outside us. We 
are part of it. And the deeper we look, 
the more we realize:

We are more than we think we are.
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Simulation Theory

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Friday price 10/17/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Call or Text (508)764-7415
www.Cormiers.com

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We buy gold!

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947.

42 Central St. Southbridge

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

You can't predict the future, so plan for it.
Let's talk about your options.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

508-764-0555

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Celebrating 20+ Years in Business

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



As you prepare your gardens for win-
ter, consider marking the location of late 
emerging perennials to avoid accidentally 
weeding them out next spring.  Use bulbs, 
commercial or DIY plant labels, stones 
or simply leave their stems intact to help 
guide your cleanup efforts next spring. 

These late emerging perennials may 
have you worried they died overwinter. 
Lingering winter weather and cooler than 
normal spring temperatures can further 
delay their appearance. Be patient and 
know this adaptation allows them to avoid 
damage from late spring frosts as they wait 
for the soil to warm and begin growing. 

Hardy hibiscus, balloon flower 
(Platycodon), leadwort (Ceratostostigma), 
Crocosmia, Red-hot poker (Kniphofia), 
whirling butterflies (Gaura lindheimeri), 
Butterfly bush (Buddleia), Russian sage 
(Perovskia atriplicifolia), and blue spirea 
(Caryopteris x clandonensis) are a few you 
may have growing in your garden. Many 
native plants like butterfly weed (Asclepias 
tuberosa), swamp milkweed (Asclepias 
incarnata), black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia), 
Culver’s root (Veronicastrum), Indian 
pink (Spigelia marilandica), Joe-pye weed 
(Eutrochium spp. formerly Eupatorium), 
asters, liatris, and goldenrods can also be 
late to emerge. It’s easy to accidentally 
weed these out during spring clean-up.

These plants are worth the wait since 
they add extra color to our mid and late 
season gardens. They extend the beau-
ty, pollinator appeal and food source for 

many insects, and songbirds visiting your 
gardens. 

Try leaving the stems or a portion of the 
stems of these plants intact until the new 
growth emerges.  Unfortunately, many of 
us have accidentally removed these, too.

Plant tags will identify the plant and 
mark their location but can be unsightly. 
Try placing a colorful dowel rod, golf tee 
or short bamboo stake at the base of these 
plants. Number each and mark them on 
your garden plans to help track the plant’s 
identity.

Stones or shells, where they are abun-
dant, can be placed next to or surrounding 
these plants to mark the location. These 
tend to stay put and may be less obtrusive 
than plant tags. Just be sure to alert anyone 
helping in the garden of their purpose and 
that they need to stay put.

Or mark their spot with bulbs. Plant 
spring flowering bulbs like daffodils, hya-
cinths and alliums next to these plants to 
extend your garden’s bloom time and help 
prevent damage to the perennial plants.

Avoid tulips, crocus and other bulbs that 
animals love. Squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits 
and deer may move or eat your marker.

Consider using a mix of early, mid 
and late spring flowering bulbs to further 
extend the color in your garden.  Or skirt 
these late emerging plants with early spring 
blooming perennials like woodland and 
creeping phlox, candytuft or rockcress. 
You’ll enjoy the added color as you wait 
for the other plants to make their appear-
ance later in the spring.

When spring arrives, exercise patience 
as you wait for the return of beautiful, late 
emerging perennials.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 
gardening books, including the “Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition” and 
“Small Space Gardening.” She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
streaming courses and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden Moment radio 
program. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms magazine 
and her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

C H A R LT O N 
— Dr. Gretheline 
Ramos Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN/Ed, 
RN, CRRN, has 
been appointed to 
the Editorial Board 
of The Nurses 
Magazine, a nation-
al publication dedi-
cated to advancing 
nursing leadership, 
education, and pro-
fessional excellence.

In an official 
announcement, The 
Nurses Magazine 

welcomed Dr. 
Bolandrina to its 
distinguished board 
of nursing scholars, 
writers, and thought 
leaders who help 
shape the publica-
tion’s direction and 
uphold its commit-
ment to high-quality, 
inspiring, and edu-
cational content for 
nurses worldwide.

“We are hon-
ored to have Dr. 
Bolandrina join our 
Editorial Board,” 

said Mehrab 
Hossain, IT Director 
of The Nurses 
Magazine. “Her 
depth of experience, 
academic leadership, 
and passion for the 
nursing profession 

will bring tremen-
dous value to our 
readers and contrib-
utors.”

Dr. Bolandrina 
served as Academy 
Director (2015-
2025) of the Bay 

Path Practical 
Nursing Academy in 
Charlton. With more 
than three decades of 
experience in nurs-
ing education and 
healthcare leader-
ship, she is recog-
nized for her com-
mitment to develop-
ing compassionate 
and competent nurs-
es who lead with 
integrity and skill.

She holds a 
Doctor of Health 
Administration and a 
Master of Science in 
Nursing Education 
from the University 
of Phoenix, and a 
Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from 
the University of 
Santo Tomas in 
Manila, Philippines. 
Dr. Bolandrina is 
a member of sev-
eral professional 
and civic organiza-
tions, including the 
Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor 
Society of Nursing, 

Upsilon Phi Delta 
Society, Pan Mass 
Challenge, and 
P.E.O. International.

In addition to 
her academic and 
administrative work, 
Dr. Bolandrina is a 
published author, 
journalist, and com-
munity advocate, 
known for her books 
Tenacious Nurse I, 
II, & III, and her edi-
torial contributions 
to Planet Philippines 
New England and 
other health and life-
style publications.

Her appoint-
ment to The Nurses 
Magazine Editorial 
Board reflects her 
continued dedica-
tion to advancing the 
profession through 
scholarship, mentor-
ship, and the power 
of storytelling.

For more infor-
mation, visit www.
thenursesmagazine.
com.

6  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, October 23-24, 2025

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our Fall Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Comedy and Dinner Show 11/22 
( Tickets available at 308)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
10/24  Kevin Kvein

10/25 Missy’s Halloween Bash
10/31 Ryan Hood
11/7 Joe Macey

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$1099.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$799.99

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV.......$119.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUGE
TOY
DEPARTMENT!

HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!

NEED APPLIANCES RIGHT AWAY?
1,000’S IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE PICKUP!

DON’T BUY ‘TILL YOU SEE US- 7 DAYS A WEEK!

399

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

PICK 
YOUR 
OWN

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN Bay Path’s Bolandrina appointed to 
The Nurses Magazine Editorial Board

Mark the location of
late emerging perennials

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina

Melinda Myers

Butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa) has red, 
orange, or yellow flowers and can be late to 
emerge in spring.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden
Moments
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Should disaster come to your home, business, or community, we’re here every  
step of the way to help make it “Like it never even happened.”

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™

24/7/365 Emergency Service

Whatever Happens, We’re Here to Help.®

Independently owned and operated

SERVPRO® of Southern Worcester County

508-234-3399

Courtesy

The Tantasqua Warrior varsity golf team secured the D2 West District golf title at Chicopee Country Club on Tuesday, Oct. 14.  The final score was 323 for Tantasqua and a 326 for defending state 
champs Pope Francis.  Senior Sam Pieczynski also secured the individual title with a 2-over par 73.  Other Warriors counting for the winning score included junior Wyatt Fay with a 9th place 82, 
Drew Bardsley with an 83, and Lucas Tully with an 85.  Tantasqua advanced to the State Championship at Foxborough Country Club this past Monday, the 20th.

St. John Paul II Parish hosting annual Bazaar
SOUTHBRIDGE — The Annual St 

John Paul II Parish Bazaar will take 
place Sunday, Nov. 2 in the La Salle 
Reception Hall, 444 Main St. The fun 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 4 p.m.

In the upstairs hall, there will be 
a Huge Community Raffle of Gift 
Certificates, prizes. A Renewed Jewelry 
Boutique, Theme Basket Table, Village 
Bake Shop, Silent Auction, Religious 

Table, a This and That table which 
has crafts and different items for sale 
and a Wine Ring Toss game (Adults 
only). Live Entertainment some of the 
acts will be: Sandy Allen, Cody Peck, 
Trinity Catholic Academy Choir, Lauria 
& Company, Trinity Catholic Academy 
Cheerleaders, Garrett Mandeville and 
the MacJammers. Cash Raffle (First 
Prize $1,000), 50/50, and scratch ticket 

raffle.
In the downstairs hall, Karol’s Kafé 

opens for breakfast at 8:30 a.m. Later, 
there will be American and Hispanic 
food. Children’s fun and games, face 
painting. ATM will be located on this 
level.

Flu Shots, RSV shots, Covid booster, 
Shingles will be offered from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. by Auburn Pharmacy (Please be 

sure to bring your insurance/Medicare 
cards). Please call Ray Fournier 774-
318-8928 to get more details and to 
pre-register and get a schedule time.

All are invited, rain or shine, ample 
parking (upper and lower parking lots). 
There is handicap access on the side 
facing church for upper and also the 
lower hall.



8  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, October 23-24, 2025

Southbridge- Wayne 
St. Clair, 66, of 
Southbridge MA, died 
at home on September 
28, 2025.

Born in Elmira NY, 
he was the son of John 
and Mary Ann St. Clair 
and came to Sturbridge 
1968. After graduat-
ing from Tantasqua 
Regional H.S. in 1977, 
he traveled Europe 
and lived for a time in 
Germany. 

Before he was dis-
abled, he loved biking and finding 
new places to scuba dive. Over the 
years, he worked in manufacturing 
for both Incom, Inc. and Schott North 
America, Inc. He was a parishioner of 
St. Joseph’s in Charlton, MA.

Wayne was predeceased by his 

parents, John and Mary 
Ann St. Clair and his 
brother, Stephen. He is 
survived by two sisters 
and a brother: Susan 
DeFalco and her hus-
band, Michael, Mick St. 
Clair and his wife, Ellen 
and Mary Beth Bryant 
and her husband, Fred. 
He is also survived by 
a niece and nephews, as 
well as a great-niece and 
nephews.

Calling hours will be 
October 22, 2025 from 

4 to 6PM at Sansoucy Funeral Home 
in Southbridge. The funeral Mass 
will be held on Thursday, October 
23, 2025, at 10AM at St. Joseph’s 
Church, (please meet directly at the 
church) 10 H. Putnam Road, Ext., 
Charlton. Burial will be private.

Wayne St. Clair, 66

OBITUARIES

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P3558GD  

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

In the matter of: 
Todd Willis

Of: Southbridge, MA 
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Department Of Devel-
opmental Serv of Worcester, MA in 
the above captioned matter alleging 
that  Todd Willis  is in need of a Guard-
ian and requesting that TLC Trust by 
Gayle Greene of  Fitchburg, MA
(or some suitable person) be appointed 
as Gaurdian to serve Without Surety 
on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled, 
that theprotextive order or appointment 
of Conservator is necessary, and that 
the proposed conservator is appropri-
ate. The petition is on file with this court 
and may contain a request for certain 
specific authority.
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 
11/11/2025. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. 

In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may 
make this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State 
expense.
	 WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 14, 2025 

Stephanie K. Fattman
October 23, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of 
Charlton Stormwater Management 
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
accepting comments on the following 
application:
The applicant, 13 Gables Inc., has 
submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Permit on 
October 15, 2025, for land disturbance 
associated with the construction of a 
single-family home.
The project site is located at Lot 8 
Northside Road, Charlton, MA 01507, 
and is also known as: Parcel 25-A-2.13
Copies of the Land Disturbance 
Application are available at the 
Charlton Conservation Commission 
office during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission

October 23, 2025

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing

Application for Site Plan Review
STL8, LLC

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, November 10, 2025 at 6:30 
PM in the Center Office Building 2nd 
Floor, located at 301 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 and/or by vir-
tual means if circumstances warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law; on 
the application of STL8, LLC for the 
property located at 8 School Street. 
The applicant requests Site Plan 
Approval as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan 
Review to construct a 1,152 square 
foot artist studio residential building 
containing two (2) units, with associat-
ed site improvements as shown in the 
plans and application submitted. The 
new building will be constructed on the 
South West of the property, the exist-
ing eight (8) unit residential apartment 
building will remain.
A copy of the site plan and application 
can be inspected on the Sturbridge 
Town Website at https://www.stur-
bridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be
made to view the application packet 
by contacting the Sturbridge Planning 
Department at (508) 347-2508 or by 
email at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted 
in person and may be conducted via 
remote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means that members of the public 
body as well as members of the public 
may access this meeting in person, or 
via virtual means.
ht tps: / /g lobal .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877

Every effort will be made to ensure that 
the public can adequately access the 
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are 
unable to do so, despite best efforts, 
we will post of the Town’s website an 
audio or video recording, transcript, 
or other comprehensive record of the 
proceedings as soon as possible after 
the meeting.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
October 23, 2025
October 30, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on October 22, 2025, 
at 7PM on the application of Thad 
Gumula.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for 
the construction of an addition to the 
existing home within the 100-ft buffer 
zone of a Resource Area. Address: 
96 Old Spencer Road, Charlton, MA, 
01507.  Parcel ID: 4-A-1.3
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request. 
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
October 23, 2025

LEGALS

the CARES Project. 
This includes the 
MAAX (Maximizing 

Adolescent Academic eXcellence) Program, an evi-
dence-based social-emotional learning curriculum 
delivered by guidance counselors with support from 
Clark University mentors; and MI PEACE, a men-
tal health mobile application designed by Clark 
University that provides students, counselors, teach-
ers, and parents with real-time access to behavioral 
health resources and care coordination.

The Southbridge CARES Project is supported by a 
Synergy Initiative grant from The Health Foundation 
of Central Massachusetts and implemented in part-
nership with Clark University’s Mosakowski Institute 
for Public Enterprise. The Health Foundation has 
awarded $675,000 to the project to date.

“The Synergy Initiative is designed to give com-
munities the time and resources to develop ambitious 
solutions to complex problems,” said Amie Shei, 
President and CEO of The Health Foundation of 
Central Massachusetts.  “This is the first time that 
we are seeing multisensory technology used in this 
way in Massachusetts, and it is exciting to watch 
Southbridge High School lead the way in helping its 
students reach their full potential in the classroom 
and beyond.”

“Clark students who’ve served as MAAX mentors, 
and several of us at the Mosakowski Institute for 
Public Enterprise have had the privilege of witness-
ing firsthand how our social development curriculum 
and mobile application have transformed the school 
community at Southbridge High School,” said Nadia 
Ward, executive director of the Mosakowski Institute 
for Public Enterprise. “We are excited about this 
new facility and are confident it will help provide 
the highest level of support to those students in the 
community who need it the most.”

About Clark University
Founded in 1887, Clark University is a liberal 

arts-based research university that prepares its stu-
dents to meet tomorrow’s most daunting challenges 

and embrace its greatest opportunities. Through 33 
undergraduate majors, more than 30 advanced degree 
programs, and nationally recognized community 
partnerships, Clark fuses rigorous scholarship with 
authentic world and workplace experiences that 
empower our students to pursue lives and careers of 
meaning and consequence.

About The Health Foundation of Central 
Massachusetts

The Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts 
is dedicated to improving the health of those who 
live or work in Central Massachusetts, with partic-
ular emphasis on vulnerable populations and unmet 
needs.  Through its unique and impactful approach 
to grantmaking, The Health Foundation supports 
community-identified health issues, with health 
defined broadly to include social determinants of 
health and with a focus on promoting health equi-
ty.  As a health conversion foundation launched in 
1999 following the sale of the not-for-profit HMO 
Central Massachusetts Health Care Inc., The Health 
Foundation’s grants have totaled over $60 million to 
more than 240 unique organizations over its history.  
For more information, visit www.thfcm.org.

About Southbridge High School
Southbridge High School serves students in grades 

9–12 as part of the Southbridge Public Schools dis-
trict in Southbridge, Massachusetts. The school is 
committed to providing a rigorous, inclusive, and 
engaging educational experience that prepares all 
students for success in college, career, and civic 
life. Southbridge High School offers a comprehen-
sive curriculum that includes Advanced Placement 
and Early College opportunities, as well as a wide 
range of extracurricular programs in athletics, the 
arts, and student leadership. With a focus on con-
tinuous improvement, equity, and high expectations, 
Southbridge High School strives to ensure that every 
student graduates with the skills, knowledge, and 
confidence to thrive in a rapidly changing world.

ROOM
continued from page  A1

Cornerstone Bank launches 
annual can drive to support 

local families in need

Sturbridge Town Republican 
Committee hosting

Meet and Greet Tuesday

REGION — Bank has 
kicked off its annual commu-
nity can drive, inviting cus-
tomers and members of the 
public to drop off non-per-
ishable food donations at any 
Cornerstone Bank branch 
now through Nov. 3.

As temperatures drop and 
the holiday season approach-
es, many families experience 
increased financial strain 
due to higher heating costs, 
holiday expenses and food 
needs for family gatherings. 
Cornerstone Bank’s can 
drive helps alleviate some 
of that burden by support-
ing local food pantries across 
Central Massachusetts.

“Every can and box donat-

ed makes a difference,” said 
Cornerstone Bank CEO 
Todd Tallman. “As a com-
munity bank, we’re proud 
to partner with local food 
pantries that directly support 
our neighbors in need during 
this especially challenging 
time of year.”

Donations collected at the 
following branches will ben-
efit these local food pantries:

• Leicester: Leicester 
Food Pantry

• Spencer: Mary Queen of 
the Rosary Food Pantry

• Holden: Wachusett Food 
Pantry

• Webster: Webster-
Dudley Food Share

• Charlton: CHIP-IN Food 
Pantry

• Southbridge: St. John 
Paul II Food Pantry

• Park Ave. Branch, 
Worcester: Why Me & 
Sherry’s House

• Tatnuck Branch, 
Worcester: Jeremiah’s Food 
Bank

• West Boylston Street 
Branch, Worcester: Veterans 
Inc. Food Pantry

• Rutland: Rutland Food 
Pantry

• Shrewsbury: Shrewsbury 
Community Fridge

Cornerstone Bank’s Can 
Drive is a long-standing 
community tradition that 
began under its predecessor 
banks, Southbridge Savings 
Bank and SpencerBANK, 
well before Cornerstone’s 
formation in 2017. The drive 
has continued nearly every 

year since.

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was 

formed in 2017, born of a 
long history of supporting 
the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to 
help people and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model 
enables a unique ability 
to deliver outstanding ser-
vice, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone, which is a sub-
sidiary of PeoplesBankCorp, 
MHC, operating inde-
pendently under its own 
name and brand, provides 
the highest level of service 
and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community 
organizations with branch 
locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect customers 
with opportunities through a 
broad range of deposit and 
loan products and services. 
Built on Trust is not just 
a tagline, but also one of 
our guiding corporate val-
ues. Whether a business 
or personal partnership, 
Cornerstone stands on the 
foundation that relationships 
are built on trust. To learn 
about Cornerstone Bank’s 
personal and business bank-
ing offerings, please visit 
cornerstonebank.com or call 
800-939-9103.

STURBRIDGE — The Sturbridge Republican Town 
Committee will be hosting a Republican Meet and Greet on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will be held at 
the Sturbridge Senior Center.

The keynote speaker will be Republican Candidate for 
Governor Mike Minogue. We will also hear from our 
Republican National Committeeman Brad Wyatt and our 
local State Committeewomen Elizabeth Groot.

Please attend to meet your neighbors and enjoy conversa-
tion with like minded folks in a relaxed atmosphere.  Light 
refreshments will be served.
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFallFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window

 Cleaning
Residential 
Commerical 
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail21
@aol.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Vendors wanted for
Holiday Craft Fair at BHS

Southbridge police log

Girls on the Run to host 5K celebration at Polar Park Nov. 16

WEBSTER — Calling all creative vendors! The Bartlett 
High School Class of 2026 will be hosting a Holiday Craft 
Fair Saturday, Dec. 13 from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.  in the school 
gymnasium, 52 Lake Parkway, Webster.

Prospective vendors are encouraged to register at https://
forms.gle/dew9b7vm9gctdfq8.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police Department 
reported the following arrests during the week of Oct. 6-13.

Joseph Thomas Garvey, age 42, of Southbridge was 
arrested on Oct. 6 for Improper Operation of a Motor 
Vehicle and Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of 
license.

Carlos Saez, age 23, of Southbridge was arrested on Oct. 
8 in connection with a warrant.

Jesse Brendon Dunphy, age 22, of Southbridge was 
arrested on Oct. 10 for Domestic Assault and Battery.

Britany Ann Chapman, age 28, of Charlton was arrested 

on Oct. 11 for Violation of a Harassment Prevention Order.
Jason Richard Douglas, age 49, of Southbridge was 

arrested on Oct. 12 for Violation of an Abuse Prevention 
Order (courtesy booking for Auburn).

A 45-year-old male from Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 12 for Shoplifting By 
Concealing Merchandise.

Raymond U. Rivera Torres, age 22, of Southbridge was 
arrested on Oct. 12 for Domestic Assault and Battery, 
Intimidation of a Witness, Juror, Police Officer, or Court 
Official, and Larceny From a Person.

WORCESTER — Girls on the Run Worcester County is 
excited to announce the return of its highly anticipated end-
of-season 5K Celebration, scheduled for Nov. 16 at Polar 
Park in Worcester. This non-competitive, family-friendly 
5K serves as the culminating end-of-season event for local 
Girls on the Run participants and as a community gathering 
focused on fun, connection, and empowerment.

Girls on the Run combines physical activity with engag-
ing lessons to help participants build self-confidence, foster 
healthy relationships, and develop vital life skills. Over the 
course of the 8 week program, participants prepare to com-
plete a 5K, while learning how to set goals, overcome chal-
lenges, and make a positive impact in their communities. At 
the 5K Celebration, girls have the opportunity to employ the 
skills they have learned and achieve the goals they’ve been 
working toward all season long.

"We are thrilled to host our 22nd 5K Celebration and wit-
ness the joy and pride of our participants as they cross the 
finish line,” said Karen Spencer, Executive Director of Girls 
on the Run Worcester County. "Since the first practice, these 

girls have been working hard to fulfill this goal all while 
learning new skills, building confidence, and becoming a 
team. This fall season, we will have over 450 GOTR girl 
participants, plus their Running Buddies and our Community 
Runners at the starting line, and we can’t wait to see the com-
munity unite again to celebrate the limitless potential of our 
GOTR girls.”

Girls on the Run Worcester County is also looking for vol-
unteers to help prepare, organize, and host the 5K Celebration. 
The council needs volunteers to serve at their check in, finish 
line, our Happy Hair Station, Greeters, etc. Throughout the 
5K, Girls on the Run Worcester County requires every GOTR 
participant to have a 5K Buddy. 5K Buddies must be 16 years 
or older, pass background checks if they are paired in advance 
with participants and did not sign up to support a specific girl, 
and stay side-by-side with the participant from start to finish. 
5K Buddies support GOTR team members at their own pace 
and motivate them throughout the event.

Registration for the 5K on Nov. 16 is open to the public 
and all proceeds from the event benefit Girls on the Run 

of Worcester County. Registration is $55 as a Community 
Runner through November 11. Same day registration is $65 
for Community Runners. Registrants can pick up their packets 
on race day at Polar Park. Doors open at 8:45 a.m., and the 
5K will begin at 10:30 a.m. and early arrival is suggested. 
For more information about the event, how to register, and 
how to sign up for volunteer opportunities, please visit www.
gotr-worc.org.

About Girls on the Run Worcester County
Girls on the Run (GOTR) Worcester County offers after-

school empowerment programs designed for girls in third to 
eighth grades. The nonprofit helps girls in Worcester County 
build confidence, increase their level of physical activity, 
and learn essential life skills. Facilitated by trained volunteer 
coaches, the research-based curriculum explores core topics 
relevant to eight- to 13-year-olds, including managing emo-
tions, expressing empathy, and standing up for ourselves and 
others. The program includes a Community Impact Project 
and culminates with a 5K Celebration. GOTR Worcester 
County is one of more than 160 councils a part of Girls on 
the Run International (GOTRI). Since GOTRI was founded 
in 1996, this national movement has served more than 2.5 
million girls in all 50 states and Canada. Visit www.gotr-worc.
org  to learn more.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Town of Spencer
is seeking private 

snow plowers
for the 2025-2026 Winter 

Season.

If interested, please contact the 
Office of Utilities and Facilities,

 3 Old Meadow Road, 
Spencer, MA

Monday-Thursday 
8:00am – 5:00pm, 
call 508-885-7515

or on the Town website 
www.spencerma.gov 

Applications should be submitted 
as soon as possible.

The Town of Spencer is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

774-200-7308

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

public celebration hosted 
by the Grand Lodge of 
Masons in Massachusetts 
of Boston and the Major 
General Salem Towne 
Lodge AF & AM, of 
Southbridge MA, was held 
on the Sturbridge Town 
Common. This celebration 
included guest speakers 
by the Grand Master of 
Masons of Massachusetts’ 
Most Worshipful Brother 
George F. Hamilton. A 
guided walking tour of the 
old burial ground high-
lighting the grave sites 
of the Revolutionary war 

veterans. This includes 
Boston Tea Party par-
ticipant Samual Hobbs 
(1752-1785). There was 
firing volley demonstra-
tions of revolutionary 
war era muskets by the 
Sons of the American 
Revolution and the firing 
of a revolutionary war-
era cannon by the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts 
Henry Knox Noble Train 
Artillery cannoneers.

Local civic organiza-
tions that participated in 
this event included the 
Sturbridge Historical 
Society, and both chap-
ters of the Sons and 
Daughters of the American 

Revolution. The Charlton 
Grange No. 92 and the 
Rainbow Girls Assemblies 
of Oxford, Barre, and 
Worcester were on hand 
to share their role in sup-
porting the community. 
Members of the Major 
General Salem Towne 
Masonic Lodge from 
Southbridge had a booth 
set up handing literature 
out to people who want-
ed to know more about 
Freemasonry and selling 
hot dogs.  If you would 
like more information 
about Freemasonry and to 
find a lodge nearest you, 
visit our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org.

Courtesy

Speaking on the Town Common Gazebo the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Massachusetts Brother 
George F. Hamilton talking about the “Knox Noble Train of Artillery” as it came through this area 
during the winter of 1775-1776 heading towards Boston. Also in front of Gazebo is the Henry Knox 
Noble Trian of Artillery ceremonial cannon a Tribute to Vision, Valor, and Victory on display.

Courtesy

Members of the Grand Lodge of Masons Henry Knox Noble Train of Artillery cannoneers demonstrating and firing their cannon.

MASONS
continued from page  A1

Submissions welcome for
Jacob Edward Poetry Contest

Sturbridge planning 
parade and

festivities to celebrate 
Amerca250

STURBRIDGE — 
Submissions will close 
on Nov. 28 for the Jacob 
Edwards Library’s inau-
gural annual Jacob 
Edward Annual Poetry 
Contest. No poems will 
be considered with a 
postmark later than Nov. 
28.

The Bill Tremblay 
Poetry Prize is open to 
all members, Worcester 
County current and for-
mer residents and stu-
dents, and employees of 
Worcester County busi-
nesses. Winning poems 
and poets are honored 
with a winners’ reading, 
including a brief reading 
by Bill Tremblay, to be 
held on Jan. 29, 2026.

Who is eligible?
To enter the Jacob 

Edward Library annual 
poetry contest, you must 
be either a resident of 
Worcester County, or 
a student or employ-
ee of institutions within 

Worcester County. First 
Place winners of previ-
ous JEL annual poetry 
contests are not eligible 
to enter.

Contest Guidelines
• Poems must be the 

entrant’s original work 
in English and must not 
be previously published. 
Poems composed using 
AI will not be accepted.

• Submit no more than 
three poems in any form.

• Paper submissions 
must not be stapled or 
attached in any way.

• Poems must be for-
matted for 8.5-by-11-
inch paper.

• Do not put your name 
on the individual poems; 
entrants will be judged 
anonymously.

• Include a cover sheet 
with your name, address, 
telephone number, email 
address, and the title of 
each poem.

• Submissions should be 
mailed to: Bill Tremblay 

STURBRIDGE — A 
committee of Sturbridge 
citizens is working to 
plan events to celebrate 
America250 in 2026. The 
celebration of this anni-
versary of the country's 
independence will culmi-
nate in a parade, and a 
festive gathering on the 
Town Common on June 
27, 2026.

The committee is call-
ing on townsfolk, busi-

nesses, and nonprofits 
to help with the celebra-
tion. Needed are behind-
the-scenes volunteers 
to help plan the events 
and/or on the day of the 
event, marchers, spon-
sors, floats, etc. Anyone 
who is interested in get-
ting involved should 
contact the committee at 
Sturbridge250@gmail .
com.

Poetry Prize, c/o Jacob 
Edwards Library, 236 
Main St., Southbridge, 
MA 01550

• Submissions will not 
be returned.

• Winners will be 
listed on the JEL web-
site and announced via 
our Instagram and our 

Facebook page.

Entry fee
There is a modest entry 

fee of $10.00 to submit. 
Checks or money orders 
only made out to the 
Jacob Edwards Library, 
please. Please note the 
submission or the con-

test fee on the check or 
money order.

Judging & awards
• First Place: $100 

– Second Place: $75 – 
Third Place: $50

• Winning poets will 
also receive a signed 
copy of Bill Tremblay’s 

book, Southbridge: My 
Triggering Town

• Contest winners 
will be announced in 
December 2025

• Winners’ Reading & 
Award Reception will be 
on Jan. 29, 2026 at the 
Jacob Edwards Library, 
at 6:30 p.m.
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

SOUTHBRIDGE/ DUDLEY 30+ ACRES
POTENTIAL FOR 4 FRONTAGE & LOTS

*Ideal for Privacy, Recreation, 
or Investment

*Build Your Dream Home and Keep 
Some Land for your Future Family Members 

or Investment

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $745,000

27 West 
Applewood Dr. 
$649,900

CHARLTON- NEW TO MARKET

DUDLEY- $5000 BUYER INCENTIVE!

*Fantastic Location * 1.4 Acres
*Finished Lower Level

 Family Room
*3 Full baths * Central Air

*Central Vac * Lawn Sprinkler 
System 

*Fireplace * Main Bedroom
 Bath Updated Walkin Shower
***Shown by appointment***

*3 Bedroom *Hardwood Floors Throughout
*Every Efficient Construction *Gas Heat 

*Central/Gas Fireplace *2 Wooded Private acres
2 Victor Ave $429,900

 LEICESTER- Ranch

*1/2 acre lot *Open floor plan
*2 Car Garage *Vinyl Sided

NEW PRICE

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! 
THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS 
> Custom Built THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Prima-
ry BR Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location 
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full 
recreation activities  - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, 
friends & guests! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,050,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 10/26 11-1

Beautifully  updated 
farmhouse - 5 min. to 
the ocean. Nothing to 
do just to move in!! 2 
bed, 2 bath New Heat-
ing System, Central 
Air! Huge shed & deck! 
Oversized garage. 
3/4+ acre.  
assisted sale  $365,000

WATERFORD CT - 20 AVERY LN. 

SORRY, SOLD! 

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 
W AT E R F R O N T ! 
jUST SIMPLY AN 
INCREDIBLE OP-
PORTUNITY! OVER 
31,000 SQ FT OF 
LAND! Summer 
Cottage on 9482 
SF of land.. 
assisted sale 

$1,199,900

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & 
roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $399,900.

Featured Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island 
Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, 

Clean & Well Maintained, Mod-
ern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 

Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style 
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster 
Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat 
Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at this 
Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood 
Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors 
in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/
Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/
Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Central 
AC! Garage $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/
cathedral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full 
bath. Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced 
yard, sandy beach, professional  landscaping. Many updates.                $775,000

Webster Lake – 
302 Killdeer Island  
PANORAMIC VIEWS! 

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4 
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, 
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront!         $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT LISTING!  KILLDEER RD    

ON DEPOSIT
ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

Pasture Prime Players present
“Honeymoon at Graveside Manor”
CHARLTON — 

Pasture Prime Players, 
Inc. is pleased to 
announce performance 
dates for “Honeymoon at 
Graveside Manor” by Pat 
Cook. The production is 
directed by Stephanie 
Sawyer and features 
the acting talents of 
Greg Glanville, Angela 
Clark, Christopher Lam, 
Hillarey Robertson, 

Kriste Clemente, Dawn 
Sedlier, Ducati Sedlier, 
Tiffany Betty, Sarah 
Tonkin and Joe Sawyer.

Performances will 
be held at the Charlton 
Arts & Activities Center, 
4 Dresser Hill Rd., 
Charlton, on Oct. 31 
and Nov. 1, 7, and 8 
at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 
2 and 9 at 2 p.m. This 
play is produced by spe-

cial arrangement with 
Dramatic Publishing, 
Inc., Woodstock, Ill.

Marian Thorncraft is 
looking forward to her 
honeymoon with new 
hubby, Tyler. She pic-
tures someplace roman-
tic, secluded and cozy. 
No sooner have her feet 
touched the ground after 
being carried over the 
threshold than she dis-

covers her love nest is 
really a one-time mor-
tuary! Graveside Manor, 
as the locals call it, has 
been abandoned for 
years, mainly due to the 
rumors of it being haunt-
ed. Cozy as a bat cave, 
it is about as secluded as 
Grand Central Station. A 
daffy maid shows up to 
clean the place and gets 
lost in the catacombs 

behind the walls. This 
goes unnoticed because 
Tyler is too busy duck-
ing a female ghost with 
a hatchet, three high-
school kids trying to set 
up a Halloween prank and 
his wise-cracking female 
editor who once had a 
crush on him. Throw in 
an absent-minded cop 
and the escaped luna-
tic he is looking for and 

the stage is set for a 
Honeymoon at Graveside 
Manor.

Tickets are $18 for 
adults and $15 for seniors 
(60 and older) and stu-
dents (18 and under). For 
reservations, contact us 
at (508) 248-5448, mes-
sage us on Facebook or 
via e-mail at pasture.
pr ime.players@gmail .
com.



CHARLTON — For 
many aspiring nurses, 
the path to a license can 
feel long and daunting. 
But for Chali Desrosiers, 
LPN, a recent graduate 
of the Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy in 
Charlton, the accelerat-
ed nature of the program 
was its greatest asset, 
providing the intense, 
focused training needed 
to launch her career.

"If you can gradu-
ate from this program, 
you can do everything 
else!" Desrosiers said of 
the Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy. 

She credits the pro-
gram's rigor and "guid-
ance" and "rules to help 
us stay in line" with 
instilling the discipline 
and comprehensive skill 
set required to excel in 
the demanding field of 
nursing.

The journey has been 
one of continuous ded-
ication and learning for 
Desrosiers, who earned 
her Practical Nursing 
Certificate in June 2025. 

Her commitment is evi-
dent in her extensive cer-
tifications, which include 
Dementia Care, Mental 
Health First Aid, and Stop 
The Bleed, highlight-
ing a holistic approach 
to patient well-being 
that goes beyond basic 
medical skills. She was 
inducted to the National 
Technical Honor Society. 
She is also an active 
community volunteer, 
donating her time to the 
Blood Pressure Clinic 
at the Charlton Senior 
Center and supporting 
the JAK-L Foundation 
Strides for Mental 
Health.

A diverse and driven 
career trajectory

Desrosiers brings a 
uniquely broad perspec-
tive to her new role as 
a Licensed Practical 
Nurse. Before and during 
her nursing studies, she 
developed significant 
experience in multiple 
areas of healthcare.

Her clinical experi-
ence spans a variety 
of settings, including 

medical-surgical units 
at UMass Harrington 
Hospital and Quaboag 
Rehabilitation, where she 
honed advanced nursing 
skills. She is proficient 
in essential clinical pro-
cedures like IV care, tra-
cheostomy care, ostomy 
care, and head-to-toe 
assessments.

In addition to her clin-
ical skills, Desrosiers 
possesses a strong back-
ground in administra-
tive and management 
roles. She has served as 
an Office Manager for 
a local healthcare train-
ing institution, where 
she handled everything 
from admissions and 
student compliance to 
securing externships 
and job placements for 
graduates. Prior to this, 
she worked as a Medical 
Assistant at both UMass 
Harrington Hospital 
(Cardiology) and Reliant 
Medical (Cancer Center, 
OBGYN), where she was 
responsible for complex 
tasks like telephone tri-
age, medication reconcil-

iation, and assisting with 
in-office procedures.

Passion for mentorship 
and the future of nursing

Despite the demanding 
schedule of a working 
nurse, Desrosiers is eager 
to share her experienc-
es with those consider-
ing a career in the field. 
She remains passionate 
about mentorship and 
connecting with future 

nurses, often reflecting 
on her time in the rig-
orous program at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy.

Her advice to prospec-
tive students: embrace 
the structure and the 
accelerated pace. The 
discipline learned in the 
program is the same dis-
cipline needed to suc-
ceed in a fast-paced hos-

pital environment.
With her dedication to 

patient care, continuous 
learning, and commu-
nity involvement, Chali 
Desrosiers, LPN stands as 
a testament to the power-
ful foundation provided 
by the Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy and 
the promising future of 
the region's newest gen-
eration of nurses.
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 7 STAR LIQUORS
543 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

508-764-0644
Follow Us @7StarLiquors

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9am-11pm •Sunday 10am-11pm

Special Deal
 Every Month

Million dollar 
winner on

$5 scratch ticket 
sold here!! 

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

www.lisacaron.comwww.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real EstateLisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Bay Path LPN shares how rigorous program paved the way for a thriving career

Accelerated success


	STUA102425WEB
	CHRA102425-02
	CHRA102425-03
	CHRA102425-04
	CHRA102425-05
	CHRA102425-06
	CHRA102425-07
	CHRA102425-08
	CHRA102425-09
	CHRA102425-10
	CHRA102425-11
	CHRA102425-12

