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Serving Putnam since 2005

'Twin band directors from
Woodstock Academy,
Norwich Free Academy to
represent CT in Macy’s Parade

WOODSTOCK — When
Lauren Churchill,
band director at The
Woodstock Academy, was
encouraged by her iden-
tical twin sister Kristen
Motola, band director at
Norwich Free Academy,
to apply to march in The
Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade, she never
imagined they’d both
be selected as the
Connecticut represen-
tatives in the America’s
Band Directors Marching
Group. The marching
band, assembled by the

non-profit organiza-
tion Saluting America’s
Band Directors, consists
of 400 band directors
from across the nation.
In a couple short weeks,
Churchill and Motola
will join them in New
York City (playing the
trumpet and clarinet
respectively), for a week
of rehearsal and special
events, culminating with
their performance in the

World-Famous Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day
Parade.

“Marching in this

parade is an absolute
bucket list item for us,”
said Churchill, who’s
looking forward to shar-
ing the special experience
with her sister. “Our dad
was our high school band
director and we both fol-
lowed in his footsteps, but
we haven’t really had the
opportunity to play and
march together since col-

lege.”
Churchill and Motola
were the first-ev-

er twin drum majors
in the University of
Connecticut Marching

Band in 2004.

Since 2005, Churchill
has served as band direc-
tor at The Woodstock
Academy, where she was
the 2022-2023 Teacher of
the Year. In addition to
teaching in WA's music
department, she is an
advisor for Tri-M Music
Honor Society, conducts
the jazz band, serves as
musical director for the
annual spring musical,
and manages the private
music lesson program.

Turn To TWINS page A11

Clothing drives help keep locals warm

WINTER BOOT DRIVE (,g:
To Benefit Woodstock’s
Children Through TEEG

SAT. NOV.4 9-2

WOODSTOCK TRADING POST
Sponsored by WDTC

(Courtesy

oto)

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — A pair
of annual fundraisers
kicked off November with
the goal of keeping local
children and families
warm as the New England
winter approaches. Cocoa

. for Coats in Putnam and

the yearly Boot Drive in
Woodstock both sought
donations from locals on

: Saturday, Nov. 4, with all
. proceeds going to a pair

of local non-profits to
help prepare those less
fortunate for the colder

Evelyn, age five and a half, and her grandmother donate boots \yegther

for children at the fourth annual Boot Drive for TEEG spon-

In Putnam, Cocoa for

sored by Woodstock Democratic Town Committee on Nov. 4. Coats continued its annu-
They are pictured with WDTC volunteer Tim Cutler.

‘Thompson Fir

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON — The
giving season has offi-
cially begun, and for the
second year in a row, two
local fire departments
have teamed up to help
support those in need.

On Saturday, Nov. 4,
the East Thompson and
Thompson Hill Fire
Departments joined
forces to collect food
for TEEG, a local non-
profit that provides a
community market and
holiday food security
resources for families in
Pomfret, Thompson, and
Woodstock. The effort
really started in 2022
when East Thompson
approached Thompson
Hill with the concept
and the two departments
held a modest but still
successful food drive. In
2023, they wanted to go

[t

e De partment ollets food for TEE

al fundraising effort for
the eighth year setting up
a collection site for mon-
etary and physical coat
donations at the Putnam
Farmers Market Pavilion.
The event offered cups of
hot cocoa to anyone bring-
ing donations with all the
money and coats going
to the Putnam Family
Resource Center who will
connect local families
in need. Cocoa for Coats
founder Pam Kempain
said she is proud to see
the event become a local
tradition for many.

“It 1is approaching
a decade, but I have so

Turn To CLOTHING page A11

Jason Bleau

Volunteers from Thompson Hill and East Thompson Fire Departments collected food to benefit

TEEG on Nov. 4.

even bigger, and so both
departments recruited
volunteers and set up a
donation site on the Town
Common where they col-
lected monetary and food

contributions throughout
the morning and early
afternoon.

Thompson Hill Fire
Chief Matthew Grauer
said the 2023 event far

surpassed the 2022 collec-
tion and gave members
a chance to be an even
bigger part of their local

Turn To TEEG page A9

Complimentary to homes by request

Quiet Corner
holds annual
town elections

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Election Day has come and gone in the
Quiet Corner, with towns electing new leadership on a
variety of boards and commissions on Nov. 7.

In some cases, battles saw familiar names facing
off to lead their towns into the future while others
brought some new faces into the mix to shake up
the status quo. Other towns had less active, but still
important elections to determine their new leader-
ship. Our election recap presents the results of each
town’s election in alphabetical order. All election
results are considered unofficial until certified by the
Secretary of State.

Brooklyn: Tanner defeats Ives in latest rematch

In Brooklyn, incumbent Republican First Selectman
Austin Tanner easily maintained his position over
perennial Democratic rival and former First Selectman
Rick Ives who once again failed to earn a spot on the
Board of Selectmen proper with the lowest number
of votes among nominees at 587. Tanner earned 925
votes while his running mate Ray Preece earned 868.
Democrat Joe Voccio, another incumbent, earned 649
votes to round out the Board of Selectmen. Democrat
Heather Allen and Republican Lance Metzger were
the highest vote getters for the Board of Finance.
Republican Cindy Dehner was elected over Democrat
Carrie Barna to fill a Board of Finance vacancy.
Democrats Mae Lyons and Ailla Wasstrong-Evans
along with Republican Debra Metzger were the highest
vote getters for Board of Education with incumbent
Republican Isaias Sostre finishing fourth. Republicans
Joanne Eiler and Justin Phaiah and Democrat Susan
Wasstrom were the winners for Board of Assessment
Appeals. Katherine Bisson was unopposed, and will
return as Town Clerk.

Eastford: Richards re-elected in quiet election day

Eastford’s Election Day was relatively uneventful,
with incumbent First Selectwoman Deborah Richards
cross-endorsed and earning her seat for another
term. She is joined by incumbents Ashlyn Ellsworth,
a Democrat, and Paul Torcellini, a Republican, to
round out the Board of Selectmen. Martha Burgess
and Christine Hustus were unopposed for Town
Treasurer and Tax Collector respectively. The Board
of Education sees the return of Republicans Adam
Minor and Robert Ellsworth and Democrats Jessica
Perry and Michael Bilica, all incumbents. Guy Grube
and Douglas Curving were unopposed for Board of
Assessment Appeals. Christopher Bowen received the
most votes for constables followed by Nathaniel Fabian,
Arvind Shaw, and Randal Chinnock. Jeannine Spink,
Nancy Gingras, Rachel Budd, and Mary Degostin all
return to the Library Board of Trustees as incum-
bents with Daniel Belanger running unopposed to fill
a vacancy on that same board.

Killingly: Democrats gain seats as GOP dominance
wanes

Killingly saw one of the more compelling results
on Election Day with Democrats finding some suc-
cess in a town that has been dominated by the GOP
in the 2020s. For the first time this decade Killingly
will have more than one Democrat on the Town
Council and a Democratic majority on the Board of
Education. The Town Council featured a series of
uncontested races with Republican Tammy Wakefield,
Democrat Ed Grandelski, and Republican Ulla K. Tiik-
Barclay all winning reelection unopposed for Districts
1 through 3 respectively. The seats for Districts 4 and
5 were both contested, with Democrats flipping the
District 5 seat as incumbent Republican Raymond
Wood was defeated by Democratic challenger Tony
Giambattista by 60 votes. Republicans appear to have
maintained a hold of the District 4 seat, but not by
much. Republican incumbent Kevin Kerttula secured
the win over Democratic challenger Chloe Markley by
a scant margin of only four votes, which required a
recount that ultimately confirmed Kerttula’s win. The
Board of Education race was much more decisive in

favor of the Democrats. While incumbent Republicans

Laura Dombkowski, Laura Lawrences, won reelec-
tion, Democrats Danny Rovero, Kevin Marcoux, and

. Meredith Giambattista overpowered current Board

Turn To RESULTS page A11

Early deadlines for
Thanksgiving

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the submis-
sion deadline for any press releases or letters to
the Editor intended for publication in next week’s
edition of the Villager has been moved up from
the usual Monday to Friday, Nov. 17 at 4 p.m.
Submissions can be e-mailed to Editor Brendan
Berube at brendan@villagernewspapers.com.

The staff of Villager Newspapers thanks our
readers for their cooperation, and wishes them a
safe and happy Thanksgiving.
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ACT Performing Arts Magnet High School recruiting students
for Spring 2024 semester and 2024-2025 School Year

WILLIMANTIC
— EASTCONN’s Arts at
the Capitol Theater (ACT)
magnet high school is
currently accepting
grade 9-12 students seek-
ing intensive study in the
performing arts.

Housed in Willimantic’s
historic Capitol Theater,
ACT enrolls students
from eastern Connecticut
in its NEASC-accredited,
interdisciplinary and
arts-infused academic
program. Students in
grades 9-12 study with
certified academic teach-
ers and professional art-

ists in a small, arts-fo-
cused learning communi-
ty. Each grade is about 35
students, making ACT an
intimate, focused educa-
tional environment.

“We are actively seek-
ing arts-motivated stu-
dents to join the ACT
community,” said ACT
principal Sarah Mallory.
“In a time where stu-
dents have more choic-
es for their high school
experience, consider our
small, arts-focused, per-
sonalized environment
for your high school-aged
student. I look forward to

meeting new families and
students!”

ACT students select
a pathway from among
seven arts disciplines
that include Acting,
Creative Writing,
Dance, Integrated
Arts & Management,
Media Arts, Music and
Technical Theater (sets,
lighting and costuming).

Students have daily
creative experiences in
ACT’s state-of-the-art
facility that features a
fully equipped theater, a
scene shop, audio/video
editing suites,

dance studios and a
costume shop.

A partnership
with Eastern
Connecticut State
University (ECSU)
allows qualified
ACT upperclass-
men to enroll in
college classes and
earn free college
credits through the
state  university
system while still
attending ACT.

year. In recent years,
many ACT
have been recognized for
their artistic endeavors

To enroll,
students

students
can visit www.eastconn.
org/act for an applica- a
tion. Applications for

Courtesy

EASTCONN'’s ACT performing arts magnet high school in Willimantic.

which
ACT, is
public, non-profit
Regional Educational

EASTCONN,
administers

Courtesy

Starting the day after Thanksgiving and going through the week
of Christmas, Old Sturbridge Village’s 200-acre campus turns into
a Christmas wonderland decorated for the holiday season and
their annual Christmas by Candlelight event. None of this would
be possible, however, without the help of local volunteers like
Claire Williams from Eastford. For the past 16 years, Williams,
a retired office worker, has been volunteering at Old Sturbridge
Village as an interpreter, and working behind the scenes to make
events including Christmas by Candlelight a success.

L. THE SIDING STORE ™ |

Siding ¢ Roofing e Windows ¢ Decks ® Sunrooms

FALL SPECIALS
NOW [N EFFECT AFFORDAR £

o -
Financing available to qualified customers!
We take prie thesidingstoreinc.com
in our customer 860-423-7771 860-963-9035 :
senvice! | 860.886.1718 860.564.7088  visa[~

References Galore e Fully Licensed ¢ Senior Discounts ¢ Lead Safe

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

5.35 %"

3-Month

0o/ APY*
6-Month 5-40 /0

0o/ APY*
1-Year 5-45 A)

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St

o= Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

“Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/07/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate
risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow
interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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All grade levels
have the opportu-
nity to participate
in numerous pro-
fessional-quality
performances and
showcase their
artistic talents
in  competitions

in Young Writers publi-
cations, Scholastic’s Art
& Writing Awards con-
test, DMV-Travelers’
Teen Safe Driving Video
Contest, the Quiet Corner
Film Festival and other
state and nationwide con-
tests and competitions.

the Spring 2024 semester
will be accepted through
Friday, Dec. 22. Spring
registrants will begin at
ACT on Monday, Jan. 22,
2024. Applications for the
2024-2025 academic year
are due Tuesday, Jan. 30,
2024.

Service Center that has
been serving the educa-
tion needs of northeast-
ern Connecticut’s schools
and communities since
1980. Learn more at www.
eastconn.org.

throughout the

Commemorative brick program
paves the way to Veteran'’s Park

PUTNAM — The Putnam
Veteran’s Advisory Committee
(VAC), comprised of members
from various military organi-
zations, are collaborating once
again on the Veteran’s Park proj-
ect to celebrate, bring honor and
give thanks to Veterans.

Effort has been ongoing,
and in conjunction with the
town Highway Department,
Recreation Department, and
Ellis Tech High School. The
goal is to reconstruct Veteran’s
Park while making it a beauti-
ful memorial to veterans of all
times and conflicts.

An honor/memorial site con-
sisting of engraved bricks rec-
ognizing the service of veterans
of yesterday and today will be

one of the outstanding features
at Veteran’s Park, located at
the intersection of Church and
Bridge Streets.

You can participate and help
pave the way with this commu-
nity commemorative brick pro-
gram by having your service rec-
ognized or the service of a loved
one honored.

The bricks are a striking gray
with black lettering. They are
engraved with your choice of
wording, and military logos can
be added for no extra cost.

The VAC will offer an in-per-
son opportunity to meet with
them to fill out brick order forms
on Saturday, Nov. 18, from 9 a.m.-
noon in the Community Room at
the Town Complex at 200 School

St. This is a perfect caring gift
opportunity. Each eight-inch-by-
four-inch brick is $100.

Order forms are also available
now on the Putnam Town Web
site: https://www.putnamct.us/
government/commissions/vet-
erans-advisory-committee, in
the Recreation Office, from any
VAC member or at their club
location, and at WINY Radio.

All funds raised from this
effort will be used to help in
funding the construction of our
Veteran’s Park.

The VAC reports that bricks
will begin being placed once that
stage of the project is reached
and will keep the community up
to date.

Eastern to host community Thanksgiving meal Nov. 22

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern Connecticut State University will host a traditional Thanksgiving meal for
the community during its 17th annual Day of Giving on Wednesday, Nov. 22, at Hurley Hall. Upwards of
400 residents from the Willimantic community who might otherwise not have a Thanksgiving meal are

expected to attend.

The meal will be served continuously from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and Eastern will provide shuttle buses
from Ashton Towers (at 10:45 a.m.), Father Honan Terrace (at 11:10 a.m.) and the Covenant Soup Kitchen
(at 11:30 p.m. and noon). Residents from the Windham Senior Center also will attend. Parking is available
on campus and accessible parking is available at the Student Center lot.

Food for the annual celebration is donated by the ECSU Foundation and prepared by Chartwells,
Eastern’s food service provider. The Center for Community Engagement (CCE) at Eastern will staff
the event with student volunteers, many of whom also volunteer at agencies and schools in the com-
munity. The CCE is working with Arka Mikel, resident service coordinator for the Willimantic Housing
Authority; Kate McCarthy Cox, program coordinator for the Windham Senior Center; and Kim Clark,
executive director of the Covenant Soup Kitchen.

“The Day of Giving provides a wonderful Thanksgiving meal to many Willimantic residents,” said
Lana O’Connor, CCE director. “The CCE provides student volunteers to help out with the day, doing
such things as greeting and directing guests, providing assistance for guests with mobility issues, and
clearing and resetting tables, but most importantly, the students get to engage and talk with commu-
nity members. It truly is a feel-good event for everyone,” O’Connor said. “This event is a collaboration
between Eastern’s Office of Institutional. Advancement, CCE and Chartwells and wouldn’t be successful
without the help of everyone, including

annoual

Tourkey /
Meat Raffle

184 SUTTON RD)
WEBSTER, MA
508.943.9722

200
SPORTSMEN

Sunday, November
19th e 1 P.M.

Eastern faculty, staff, administration,
students and our community partners
in Willimantic.”

The Day of Giving was first held in
2007 and, after an interruption from
COVID-19, returned to campus last year.

Granite & Marble

]]]]I& SHREWSBURY

MARBLE & GRANITE, Ixc|

N\

Free Admission and
Complimentary Food

Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

508-842-9800 « shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com

620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA
(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot — Big Blue Bldg) A

Biggest Selection of Marble,

Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4
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First Congregational Church of Woodstock to

balsam wreaths to pre-
pare for the holidays.

The Kkitchen will be
serving corn chowder,
butternut bisque, and hot
chili, along with apple
crisp for lunch. More
than 225 ready-to-bake
chicken pot pies with
homemade cranberry rel-
ish will be available for
pre-order and purchase.
Order forms can be found
on the church Web site
and the deadline is Now.
12.

Inside, visitors will
find Aunt Mimi’s Attic
Treasures which features
an array of heirloom and

host auction and Holiday Fair

Thompson Ecumenical
Empowerment Group
(TEEG), Community
Kitchens of Northeastern
CT, The Last Green
Valley, and Quiet Corner
Refugee Resettlement.”

The First
Congregational Church
of Woodstock is an Open
and Affirming congre-
gation of the United
Church of Christ. The

church is located at 543
Route 169, Woodstock, CT

06281, just south of the
Woodstock Common. For
more information about
the auction and the event,
go to wwwfirstchurch-
woodstock.org or call the
church office at 860-928-
7405.

costume jewelry  The
SERRYV table has beauti-
ful fair-trade items from
third world countries
and all proceeds from

Courtesy

Church members are creating beautiful arrangements for
Christmas on the Hill on Nov. 18. Pick up a table centerpiece,
doorstep decoration, or cemetery box with fragrant holiday

greens.
WOODSTOCK — The
First Congregational

Church of Woodstock
has been hosting the
“Christmas on the Hill”
fundraiser for well over
50 years. This year the
tradition continues—
with two components.
The indoor/outdoor hol-
iday bazaar on Saturday,
Nov. 18 will be preceded
by a week-long online
auction.

The Silent Auction
opens at noon on Friday,
Nov. 10 and runs online
for a full week, until 8
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16.

125 lots—antiques, col-
lectibles, sporting equip-
ment, and handcrafted
artwork, not to men-
tion homemade mince-
meat and blueberry pies
offered by the baking pas-
tor, Rev. Dr. Kevin Downer.
Bidding is through www.
BiddingOwl.org

Saturday, Nov. 18 is the
Indoor/Outdoor Holiday
Bazaar from 10 am. to 1
p.m. The public is invited
to stop and shop for gifts
when they pick up pre-or-
ders and auction items.
There will be a bake
sale on the church lawn

that table benefit native
artisans. Our Country
Corner has handmade
goods and unique decora-
tive items.

’%é‘ .S'PON SO’EEIE)’ BY
#  PerformingBiQ

OCEAN STATE POPS
ORCHESTRA

2023 HOLIDAY POPS CONCERT

OPENING GUEST: THE WOODSTOCK ACADEMY HILL SINGERS

Y

“Shoppers can find gifts
in all price ranges. There
is something for every-
one, said Debby Kirk, fair
coordinator. “Santa’s Toy
Chest has new and gen-
tly used toys, games, and
puzzles for all ages. There
are bargains on hundreds
of holiday decorations at
the All Things Christmas
tables.”

“Now, more than ever,
weneed alittle Christmas!

The auction features over with pumpkin rolls and

Danielson American &, er
Legion invites high o sreens
school students to
compete in speech
contest

arrange-
ments and

DANIELSON — High school students
attending Killingly High School, Ellis
Technical School, QVCC Middle College,
and students who reside in Killingly,
Brooklyn and Pomfret who are home-
schooled or attending a high school not
listed above are invited by L'Homme-
Burdick Post 21 of the American Legion
to compete in the annual American
Legion High School Oratorical
Scholarship Program. The contest will
be held on Saturday, Jan. 13 at 10 a.m.
in the Quinebaug Valley Community
College auditorium. The invitation to
enter the competition is extended by
Post Commander Robert Kelly.

And what a great way
to usher in the holidays
and support the local
community,” comment-
ed Pastor Kevin Downer.
“The monies raised help
fund church ministries,
especially our support
to non-profits such as

LEONARD ZADORA & SONS, LLC

DEMOLITION, SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATION

FREE ESTIMATE

* New & Repaired Septic Systems
* Landscaping
¢ Stumping ¢ Drainage Systems
* Sewer Connections
* Frost Walls ¢ Cellar Holes
* Snow Plowing
* Loam ¢ Sand ¢ Gravel ¢ Fill

860-774-1737
e

108 Thompson Pike, Dayville, CT 06241
40 Years Experience * Licensed & Insured

The subject in the prepared oration

DECEMBER 3, 2023

2:00 PM

TICKETS $29+

THELOOS.ORG

Capture the magic of the season with a
pre-event meet and greet with Santa -
don’t miss your chance for a photo op!

Loos Center for the Arts at The Woodstock Academy
150 Route 169 * Woodstock, CT 06281
(860) 963-6789 < hoxoffice@theloos.org * theloos.org

portion of the contest must be about
some phase of the Constitution of the
United States, emphasizing the duties
and obligations of a citizen to the U.S.
government. The prepared oration must
be the original effort of each contestant
and must be 8-10 minutes in length.

Scholarships will be awarded at the
Post, District and State levels.

In addition to the awards by win-
ners of the various elimination rounds
of competition, college scholarships
of $25,000, $22,500, and $20,000 will be
awarded to the first through third places
in the national finals. Each state winner
who competes in the first round of the
national contest will receive a $2,000
scholarship. Participants in the second
round who do not advance to the nation-
al final round will receive an additional
$2,000 scholarship. The National contest
will be held on May 17-19 at Hillsdale
College in Hillsdale, Michigan.

The American Legion will pay the
expenses of state winners at the National
Contest.

High school-age students who are
interested in entering the competition
will find complete rules and Contest
information as well as videos of past
winning speeches at legion.org/orator-
ical.

Contact Charlie Crowley at chuck.
crowley392@gmail.com or 860-481-2963.

THE LAwW OFFICE OF

GABRIELLE LABONTE

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

WILLS AND
TRUSTS

MEeDICAID

PLANNING

5 VINA LANE ¢ P.O. Box 709
BrooOKLYN, CONNECTICUT 06234

PHone: 860-774-3700 e Fax: 860-774-6300

Today's tomorrows will be
here before you know it.

From savvy and single to married with a family
in one afternoon. Congratulations! Now, you're saving
together for a larger home, college, and retirement. Let our
Plan Well, Invest Well, Live Well process help prepare and
guide your shared journey towards achieving tomorrows' goals.

Today

<». WEISS, HALE
& ZAHANSKY

STRATEGIC WEALTH ADVISORS
Invest Well. Live Well.™

whzwealth.com | (860)928-2341
697 Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, CT 06259

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial
Network,® Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
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Worry

less about

gifts, more

about
quality
time

As the holiday season approaches,
many of us find ourselves caught up
in the whirlwind of gift shopping,
decorating, and party planning.
While these festive traditions bring
joy and excitement, it’s essential to
remember the true meaning of the
holidays. This year, let us consider
shifting our focus from the materi-
alistic components of the season to
something more precious: quality
time spent with friends and family.

In recent years, the holiday season
has become synonymous with con-
sumerism. We are bombarded with
advertisements enticing us to buy
the latest gadgets, toys, and luxury
items, often causing stress and finan-
cial strain. The pressure to find the
perfect gift can overshadow the real
essence of the holidays - the oppor-
tunity to connect with our loved ones
on a deeper level.

One of the greatest gifts we can
give each other during this season
is our time and undivided attention.
In our fast-paced lives, it’s all too
easy to let precious moments slip
away. This holiday season, try to
slow down, unplug from our screens,
and fully engage with our friends
and family:.

Quality time is at the heart of
strong and meaningful relation-
ships. It’s a chance to create cher-
ished memories by simply just hang-
ing out.

Instead of stressing over finding
the most extravagant gifts, consider
alternatives that emphasize experi-
ences over possessions. Plan a family
hike, a cozy movie night, or a day of
volunteering together.

It is worth noting that this shift
doesn’t mean abandoning gift-giving
altogether. Thoughtful, meaningful
gifts can still play a role in the hol-
idays, but they should complement
the primary emphasis on quality
time spent with loved ones.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

America under attack by Democrats

To the Editor:

Wars, wars and rumors of wars. The daily
news around the world rings true in America.
Even so, the war from within is destroying
this country.

The Mayor of New York, Eric Adams, spent
taxpayers’ money on a “crack pipe vending
machine” that cost $676,000. Seriously. Now
drug addicts can get “free” crack pipes. Not
services for rehabilitation for lives that are
dying on the streets at alarming rates. Eric
Adams was complaining about his city being
destroyed while city services that have been
cut because of an alarming rate of illegals
coming into his city and the cost, but then
again...you got it...crack pipes. New Yorkers
are beside themselves over this stupid idea.
Please, Mayor, stop complaining about the
illegals when you boasted about being a sanc-
tuary city, welcoming everyone. Stop com-
plaining about Joe Biden’s failed policies at
the borders. Democrats voted for this in New
York.

So why $676,000? Well, some non-profit orga-
nizations also got a cut of the money. S.US
Services got $200,000 for services they do for
the homeless. Let me see — the homeless stay
on the street while illegals get hotel rooms,
monthly payments, food stamps, health care
and a warm bed. Don’t worry, American
homeless, you might just di eon the street
with a new crack pipe in hand thanking
Adams, and then New York won’t have to
worry about you.

Another non-profit called Vocal NY
also received money. Who are they? Well,
Democrat Chuck Schumer got some PACC
money from them, and then Schumer asked
Congress for $3 million so they can build a
new headquarters in New York. Well, that
sounds very much how politicians work in
this country It’s politicians who get away
with this kind of crap, but if you are Donald
Trump, Democrats have a breakdown.

I know of some that write here about
Trump being a racist. Martha’s Vineyard gets
a pass when they rejected illegals coming to
their island; especially the elite, with all their
money and power, certainly did not stand up
for them. Did anybody call them racists? I am
sure none of you called them racists. Come
on, Obama; your $11 million home has plenty
of room. Racists? Na, just kidding.

Did you know that I had a dream about
Hunter Biden flying into New York on Air
Force One, and was seen standing in line at
the crack pipe vending machine? Then next
thing I knew, they found crack/cocaine at the
White House, and then for some reason, the
dream ended.

Have any of you here traveled to Sturbridge,
Mass.? The people are up in arms there
because the hotels and motels are filled with
illegals and they need the money for tourists.
Please, Sturbridge, stop complaining; you
Democrats voted for this.

Now Democrat Gov. Maura Healey of
Massachusetts is also complaining. They are
spending $65 million in taxpayers’ money a
month to house illegals. Plenty of homeless
down in Boston living on the street.

Biden’s open door policy is Kkilling
Americans all across the country, with over-
doses that are killing Americans daily. Biden
will go down as the worst president in his-

with gangs.

Remember, you Trump haters, that under : 0 ) S
: there is a point where it can

Trump, over 13,000 MS 13 gang members

were deported back, and now, under Biden, :
they are coming back. So far this year, over :
165 known terrorists have been caught trying :
to cross the border. Since Biden, that started :
increasing since he took office. Under Trump, :

18 known terrorists were caught in his last
& :ly burdened with fear and

year. Yup, he was a racist.

Under Biden, we now have over six million
illegals crossing the border, with the border :
control officers overworked and underpaid. :

Oh, I forgot; we need more taxpayers’ money you how to use it.

for the illegals.

Trump had strict sanctions on Iran. Joe t ask If
Biden softened those restrictions, and now : you, you must asg yourset,

we have Iran backed groups sending missiles :
to kill our American soldiers. Why were :

Obama and Biden so hung up on Iran? They : ;™ 217 4

. o . Averages.”
of terrorist organizations around the world. : g

Why did Biden allow them to make billions : by Dale Carnegie in his book
- “How to Stop Worrying and

He stopped the US from being energy inde- ' Start Living,”

pendent, but allowed our enemies to rake in “ic approach to tackling the
‘worries that plague our

weapons and use them against our allies and : 1,5 4s.

knew that they are the leading supporters

and billions of dollars on their oil exports?

billions of dollars so they can build more

us. What is wrong with this president?

Biden bought oil from Russia, gave them

more money for weapons, and now we have
Ukraine draining our taxpayer money, drain-

strategic oil reserves are down 300 million
barrels. Dangerously low. This will cost the
taxpayers more than double the money to

low also. No wars under Trump; America was
doing just fine until China and the pandemic.
No American soldiers killed, gas was cheaper,
oil was cheaper, interest rates were lower,
inflation was lower. But here the Trump hat-

posely forget Bill Clinton. At least Trump

act like pathetic liar Hillary Clinton is; she

didn’t destroy e-mails that were subpoenaed :
: probability, rather than sub-
: jective fears. So, what do the
- numbers say?

by Congress. She didn’t take furniture from
the White House when she left like Hillary
did. She never called Americans “deplorable”

that voted for Trump. That woman needs to : | L
- with odds of about one in 11

‘million. To put this into per-

be reprogrammed.
So please, your obsession with Trump, I

am sure, will never end, but the destruction :
that Biden and the Democrats are doing from : O, ( [
within is way more destructive than any of : Win @ major lottery jackpot
the changes against Trump. And yes, what :

the “big man” has done will make Trump :

look like an angel.
Trump 2024!
KEVIN MACK
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

A few things...

To the Editor:

First, which “news” network was sued and
this company paid out $750 million as a set-
tlement for pushing the “Big Lie” about an
election? Hint: it was not MSNBC. They may
have to pay out more soon.

Second, the corporate & business slogan for
some American businesses might as well be
“[Abuse] thy Fellow American” and/or blame
Joe Biden. Make record profits, CEOs making
a ton of money in salary and stock dividends,
even in some cases even if they failed to do
a good job, while most Americans work hard
to keep pace even with their salaries going
but much less in comparison to the boss.
Corporations live by the creed, Capitalism on
the way up and socialism on the way down
in an economic cycle. Leave us alone when we
are piling up the dough, but we will be first
in line at the public trough for a bail out...
Remember too big to fail in the financial fiasco
2006-2009? Has anyone gone to jail yet? Nope,
just go to gov’t for bailouts with hands open.
presently, most are keeping the margins high
and using inflation as an excuse. A CEO last
week said since inflation was at 8 percent for
his company keeping the prices high, inflation
is at the moment at less than 4 percent, still
high, when asked where he got the 8 percent
figure the answer was vague and not coherent.
Blaming Covid, supply chains and of course,
the present administration.

Third, watching the GOP play spin the wheel
on a Speaker of the House, finally after three
weeks, settling on one. To hear them blame
the Democrats for their inability to lead was
comical. Leadership is tough; doing what is
best for the country is their job. They do what
is best for them. Israel, Ukraine and passing a
budget is not easy; doing it with their internal
petty disputes was, along with going on three-
day vacation when there was no one to do the
people’s business, is a colossal shame.

Fourth, the rats are deserting the sink-
ing ship. As people start to turn on the four
times indicted, twice impeached, three times
bankrupt, being sued by three or four peo-

Big Lie’ alive and let me raise money for me
and hope you all enjoy your prison time. They

the cult Leader only. Gratitude runs just one
way with him, upwards. He lies, cheats, com-

Milly, John Kelly, Michael Cohen, judges and

ing for going after Meadows by the cult leader?
“I never knew him; he is a RINO, bitter man

ple; he wants to stay out of jail himself. There

cult Leader’s insecure and childish behavior.
This country deserves better than him. Amen.

Lastly, AK-15 rifles and high capacity mag-
azines, what purpose do they serve? As far as
mass killings, America does lead the world in
the amount of mass shootings in the world,
second to none. Whether it be elementary and
high schools, colleges, churches and syna-
gogues, grocery stores, movie theatres, bowl-
ing alleys, bars and nightclubs, outdoor con-
certs, etc., where are you safe? Do hunters use

moose or whatever beyond use. These guns
were made for war (Vietnam) not personal use.
High capacity ammo makes Killing fast and
easy. Do not have to spend time reloading. If
a guy who spends time in a facility for his
mental health and retains his guns, even
after he had dreams of doing something like

this, makes it a nightmare for 18 families in
:warrant the level of worry
: he’s experiencing.

three small towns in Maine, go in a lockdown,
just heard he took his life. Stop the madness.
Again, why? Money is why.

- occur!
refill it back. It is known that our military :
weapons for our own military is dangerously

‘The Law of

Averages

For many of us, a nev-

- erending stream of worries
;dominates our thoughts.
: These persistent fears dis-
‘turb our peace of mind and
- impact our ability to enjoy
- life.

Will the economy crash?

: Are we headed for nuclear
: conflict? Is my partner going
:to leave me? Will my child
tory. Fentanyl is coming across the border :
at alarming rates, and he is doing nothing. :
Nothing! More fentanyl has been seized than :
at any other time in our history. Under Biden, :
the cartels are making billions. Crime in :
our major cities is out of control. New York, :
San Francisco, Oakland, L.A., Baltimore, St. :
Louis, New Orleans, Detroit, Chicago and :
other Democrat-run cities are taken over :

be lost to addic-
tion?
PosITIVELY It’s one
SPEAKING  worry  after

another, a nev-

TOBY er-ending cycle,
MOORE like a hamster
— UNNINg on a

wheel.
Yes, it’s nor-
mal to worry at times, but

impair your physical health,
causing you to be worried
sick!

Imagine a universal law
that can help manage these
fears. If you’re constant-

worry, keep reading because
this law is so simple and
easy to understand that you
don’t need anyone to teach

When fear overwhelms
“What are the odds?”

Why, you ask? Because
the law I'm talking about
“The Law of

This principle, described

is a pragmat-

The Law of Averages
teaches us to analyze our

:fears logically and statisti-
‘ e - cally:
ing our military weapons supply and now our :

Carnegie once said,

- “Ninety-nine percent of the
. things we worry about never

122

Imagine Sarah is about
to board a flight for a

- long-awaited vacation. She
 should be excited, but a nag-
- ging worry clouds her: the
‘fear of a plane crash. Each
: sound during takeoff and bit
ers post some off-cuff writing written about :
his life outside of politics, about women :
who chased after him. I am sure you pur-:
- of Averages to Sarah’s situa-
didn’t stain the White House. Melania didn’t :
- evaluating the likelihood of

of turbulence inflates her
anxiety.
Now, let’s apply the Law

tion. This principle suggests

an event based on statistical

Plane crashes are rare,

spective, you’re more likely
to be struck by lightning or

than experience a plane
crash.
Knowing

these stats,

:Sarah can see her fear
“doesn’t match how safe fly-
:ing is. Like millions before,
: the Law of Averages tells us
: that her flight is overwhelm-
:ingly likely to be safe and
“uneventful.

ple, honestly hard to keep track. I wonder :
about those who stormed the Capital and how :
they feel and will feel to hear that he knew, all :
along, he lost and didn’t care. Just keep the : have been rumors of layoffs,
‘and John is increasingly
:unable to focus, plagued by

believed him and had their lives ruined; it ;the fear of being laid off.

would [upset me] no end. Cult leader is about email from his boss height-
-ens h'is gnxiety, and he starts
mits fraud, attacks women. Speak up against ;Iéle?lgall{ligg the worst-case
him, he is going to be all over you. In one word, : X

he is a bully. Threatening your life? Ask Gen : Averages to John's situation

. :This principle encourages
next, Mark Meadows. What will be the reason- - us to evaluate the likelihood
- of an event based on statisti-
» .- 2% cal data and realistic assess-
who needs me.” Reason for Meadows is sim- " ment rather than fears and

. rumors.
are plenty of people in prison who may wish :

for a do over. They must feel like pawns in the : the economy and his indus-

‘try’s stability Are wide-
 spread layoffs happening in
his field, or is it relative-
:ly stable? Next, he should
- consider his position with-
:in the company. Has he
‘received positive perfor-
‘mance reviews? Does he
- have unique skills or expe-
:riences that are valuable to
: the team?

this gun? No, since they would destroy a deer/ :

Let’s consider John, a ded-
icated employee at a large
corporation. Recently, there

Every meeting invite or

Now, let’s apply the Law of

First, John can look into

Suppose John finds that

‘his industry is stable and
‘his performance has been
: consistently strong. In that
:case, the Law of Averages
:would suggest his chances
- of being laid off are relative-
‘ly low. While it’s not impos-

sible, the probability doesn’t

This approach doesn’t dis-

‘miss your fear but puts it

DAVID CASSETTARI | to a rational framework.

E. KILLINGLY ;The Law of Averages is a

Turn To POSITIVELY page A5



VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

Friday, November 17, 2023 * A5

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

['ll just call it NDDHGate

To the Editor:

The Putnam Board of Selectmen
meeting on Monday the 6th was one
of the rowdiest I’'ve seen yet due to the
discussion on the current issues with
the Northeast District Department of
Health. In some cases, the rowdiness
crossed the line and really called the
professionalism of our town leader-
ship into question.

I could easily join the “We Hate
NDDH” crowd having heard the discus-
sions at that meeting, seen the previous
town letters on the matter, and heard
some of the fiery opinions of Putnam
residents while the board was in execu-
tive session. Fortunately, I know better,
and did some digging to get the part 2
of the story.

By the time people were trying to
patronize me with this hatred of the
NDDH and Sue Starkey, I had already
gotten the NDDH’s side of the story,
so I knew about the rate increase con-
cessions they had previously made
that were stinging harder now due to
inflation, affecting service and staffing
capability, and as Plainfield recently
found out with Uncas Health, the grass
isn’t greener on the other side of the
county line.

Dig even deeper, and you’ll find out
very quickly that public health has
faced many woes all around the coun-
try in the wake of the Covid pandem-
ic and the widespread disinformation
that led to a culture of harassment in
public health as hysterical people all
around the country turned local public
health workers into their own personal
Dr. Faucis to take out their pandemic
frustrations on. I've heard the stories
of exhausted nurses in hospitals and
clinics whose jobs were made unneces-
sarily harder by people who wouldn’t
mask or get vaccinated or boosted,
but at least that was the private sec-
tor. Public health harassment stories
include bullying, death threats, doxing,

vandalism of public property, the onset
of post-traumatic stress disorder, and
numerous other nasty details that say
loud and clear that we shouldn’t be sur-
prised when public health departments
have trouble staffing up.

With how lousy public health looks
as a career and its effects on staffing,
if Sue Starkey were gone tomorrow,
who would replace her? This is The
Great Resignation era after all, and I
can’t imagine the job opening being
all that attractive following a high-pro-
file multi-town railroading campaign
to oust the position’s predecessor. As
a bonus, if you are perceived as slip-
ping up the towns will dogpile you
and threaten to leave or get you fired.
That sounds more like a Quiet Corner
answer to how House Republicans treat
their speakers these days.

Our towns want change, and in
Putnam’s case, maybe even reinvent-
ing the wheel and building a whole new
health department from scratch just
to change who’s in charge. However,
town leadership needs to be willing to
intervene to streamline the transition,
not just complain for political points.

Let’s begin at the top. If Sue Starkey
needs to go, the towns should hand
pick a replacement. Bring in new lead-
ership and skip the vacancy period
that’s sure to follow the dismissal. This
assumes, of course, that they can find
someone. My guess is that they can
probably fill the position, but probably
would struggle to find someone who
produced better results.

Hopefully, our politicians’ egos don’t
get stung too much during this process,
especially when they’ll gladly sound
off on inflation and the state of the
labor market any other time when a
health department isn’t in their politi-
cal crosshairs.

JAY GERHART
PurNam

Our freedom has not come easily

To the Editor:

Nov. 11 is Veterans Day — a day of
reflection to remember all who have
served in our Armed Forces — a day to
say thank you. As a veteran, it is anoth-
er day to celebrate life.

Life is full of choices. I chose to enlist
at the age of 18 in the Air Force, as I felt
it offered the best educational oppor-
tunities of all the military branches.
I was just finishing my original four
years of active duty obligation in Japan
when I learned about Vietnam, which
was then heating up. Not wanting to
miss out on any action, I volunteered to
serve one more year on the condition
that I be promoted to Sergeant, as I
wanted to lead a patrol. I don’t regret
my decision, but I could have made a
better choice.

Not all of life’s lessons are learned in

school classrooms, but rather learned
afterward, in the real world. As a
combat trained military policeman in
Vietnam, I learned more than I really
needed to know, but am grateful for
having had the experience. It had an
inherent purpose; it left one with an
education unmatched in the civilian
world.

God bless our ability to adapt and
our right to make choices, even though
some don’t always work out as expect-
ed. We are one of the few countries
in the world where its people have
this freedom. Never take it for granted!
Tens of thousands have died so we can
live. Our freedom didn’t come easily.
Ask any veteran.

G. ToD STEVENSON
Wo00DSTOCK

Harry Trask

To the Editor:

Trask’s Store, a nondescript, one-
room, hole-in-the-wall on Route 169
next to English Neighborhood Brook,
was the preeminent landmark in North
Woodstock for decades. People came
to forgo a trip to town for necessities,
cigarettes, gas, snacks, and sodas; farm-
ers and tradesmen for parts and tools;
and tourists for directions. Eventually,
Harry Trask and his store became a
weekend-ride-in-the-country-for-ice
cream destination. Despite layers of
dust on walls, glass displays, stacks of
cardboard boxes crumbling on shelves,
and a hazardous wasteland of dirt and
grime on the floor, customers sat con-
tently on the stone wall outside licking
their favorite ice cream flavor heedless
of his oily fingerprints on their cones.

I was a teenager in those good
‘ole days, and have a vision that has
stayed with me since and always will.
In the cold of winter Harry and his
friends sit in rocking chairs in front of
a coal-burning stove, smoking pipes,
‘chawing’ on chunks of tobacco, shar-
ing rumors, and complaining about the
weather, politics, and people till spring.
A scene overloaded with enough down-
home Americana to inspire a Norman
Rockwell painting.

I restored this characterization of
Harry Trask on a fragile piece of paper
to honor the memory of Harry and
dairy farmer Herbert Upham who drew
it.

Roy RUTANEN
PurNam

Double standards seem to sit well with Canning

To the Editor:

First off, let me thank Mr. Canning
for the additional facts that he provid-
ed, and though they were enlightening,
it doesn’t change my mind that Talib
and others quickly jumped the gun
with their assumptions.

Maybe the fact that Omar said
of 9/11 that “some people did some-
thing” sits well with him? Maybe he
feels that as long as you’re a Democrat,
you can instigate an occupation of the
Capitol, or pull a fire alarm to disrupt
Congressional proceedings? Maybe he
also thinks the border is secure because
aDemocrat said it was? Also, how come
whenever letter writers have criticized
Donald Trump or the Republicans,
and called them whatever names and
showed their rudeness, we didn’t hear
a thing from Mr. Canning? Yes, silence
is revealing.

Mr. Canning (seemingly) accuses
me of listening to «Trump news.» Fair
enough, however, ABC 7 NY (Nov. 12)
reported that pro-Palestinian protes-
tors (and perhaps Democrats?), after
vandalizing the front of the New York
Times building, then forced the closure
of Grand Central terminal? Is there a
need to remind anybody that ABC and
the New York Times are both “left of
center” and Biden news sources?

In another incident, pro-Pales-
tinian protestors stormed the White
House gates. The verdict there was
because there was no real damage done
the affair got brushed under the rug.
Maybe Dm returning to the well here,
but had people wearing MAGA hats

done the same there would be investi-
gations galore.

Also, on Veteramns Day, a pro-Pal-
estinian protestor climbed up a pole
and tore down American flags in New
York City. I wonder if there will be any
charges filed against that person? Do
you remember when a man was arrest-
ed and charged with a hate crime and
criminal mischief because he destroyed
LGBTQ+ pride flags? (Probably not,
and Dm not saying that what he did was
right.) Also reported (as Dm writing
this) is that (same cause) protesters are
now forming for a march on President
Biderns Delaware home; hopefully, that
wall he built around it will now prove
useful.

Now, Talib is threatening President
Biderrs 2024 election hopes by saying:
«We will remember this in 2024» if she
doesmt get her way, and this was report-
ed by multiple news sources.

At the start of the Patriots/Colts
game in Germany last Sunday, our
National Anthem was sung in both
English and German, and there was
total respect shown. Dd be willing to
bet that there were both democrats and
republicans among the Americans in
attendance, but on that day, they were
all proud to be citizens of the United
States of America. Now there’s a mes-
sage we should send to Talib and the
rest of the squad, and when I see them
show some respect for this country, I'll
show the same to them.

Ep DELUCA
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

Family caregivers
deserve recognition:
Surprising stats
everyone should know

November is Family
Caregiver Month, a time
to shine a light on the
two out of 10 people in
America who provide
custodial care, many in
addition to their full-
time jobs.1 With a fifth of
adults prepar-

earnings.4 With women
already facing their own
financial hurdles in the
workplace, the effects of
becoming a family care-
giver can further exacer-
bate the issue.

As family care-

ing to or already givers, many
providing care women have
for aging loved had to make
ones, it’s import- tough decisions
ant to recognize that negative-
the financial ly impacted
and physical their own finan-
sacrifices they cial well-being,
make every day. | FINANCIAL | including:

The majori- 33 percent
ty of caregiv- Focus decreased their
ers are women work hours
— a fact that I CLC})EI%S)II‘I\II‘G 29 percent

observe often

passed up a job

when working
with my female clients —
but with the overall pop-
ulation aging, more and
more people are, or will
find themselves, taking
on this role regardless of
gender.

Here’s a look how this
responsibility can impact
you and your finances
(or those of your loved
ones, if they are caring
for you), and how to pre-
pare for the future costs
of custodial care.

What is custodial care?

Custodial care is con-
sidered non-medical
care that is provided to
those in need of assis-
tance when performing
activities of daily liv-
ing (ADLs). Examples
of ADLs include using
the bathroom, getting
dressed, eating, mov-
ing around the house,
grooming and bathing. It
is most often provided at
home by family caregiv-
ers, but in some cases,
it may be provided in a
nursing home or long-
term care facility.

Who are family care-
givers?

Around two-thirds,
or 66 percent, of family
caregivers are women -
spouses, sisters, daugh-
ters or daughters-in-
law.1 Custodial care may
also be provided by a pro-
fessional caregiver, but
professional care can get
expensive. The national
average cost for profes-
sional caregiving is $23
an hour.2

While being a caregiv-
er is often an act of love,
family members who pro-
vide custodial care often
suffer from:

Temporary or perma-
nent pause on career
and/or family life

Emotions including
stress, fatigue, anger or
depression

Resentment or anger
among siblings

Financial loss

Worry and guilt

Impact of caregiving
on women

Family caregivers
spend around 24.4 hours
per week providing care,
but nearly 25 percent
of caregivers spend 41
hours or more per week
providing care.3 Women
in the workforce already
face a lifetime wage gap.
Women are typically paid
about 82 cents to every
dollar a male counter-
part earns. Over the span
of a year, this wage gap
translates to a loss of
about $10,194 in median

promotion, train-
ing or assignment

22 percent took a leave
of absence

20 percent switched
from full-time to part-
time employment

16 percent quit their
jobs

13 percent retired early

Does Medicare or
Medicaid cover custodial

care?
Custodial care has
enormous practical,

physical and emotional
consequences for fam-
ily members who pro-
vide this care - includ-
ing stress, anger and
substantial financial
loss. One of the most
important components
of financial planning is
addressing the need for
custodial care.

Medicare consid-
ers custodial care by a
family member to be
“unskilled” care. In
some cases, Medicare
will cover “skilled” care
that’s provided by a qual-
ifying health profession-
al. This could include a
Registered Nurse (RN) or
Licensed Practical Nurse
(LPN).

These “skilled” ser-
vices are typically consid-
ered to be short-term and
an alternative to recover-
ing in a hospital or nurs-
ing facility. Examples of
these services include:

Patient monitoring

Wound care for a pres-
sure ulcer or surgical
incision

Administration of
intravenous drugs or
nutrition therapy

Injections

Catheter changes

Education for caregiv-
ers and patients

When Medicaid may
cover custodial care

Your state’s Medicaid
program may provide
payment for custodi-
al care. The rules will
vary state by state, but
Medicaid may pay after
someone has spent the
vast majority of their
personal assets.

Preparing financially
for custodial care

With proper plan-
ning, caregiving can be
a fulfilling and satisfy-
ing experience. Having
solid financial resources
can be a massive relief
to caregivers because it
enables them to hire a
professional to provide
all or part of the neces-
sary care. Allowing the
family member to coor-
dinate the bulk of the

care instead of being the
primary provider of that
care can make a huge dif-
ference.

It may be worthwhile
to consider products
specifically  designed
to cover custodial care
costs. Some products
may cover the care costs
altogether, while others
could be used to generate
income. Your financial
professional can provide
details on long-term care
insurance, hybrid prod-
ucts, life insurance and
annuities.

Having a plan in place
to fund custodial care
can greatly benefit fam-
ily caregivers by allow-
ing them to supervise a
plan of care rather than
deliver it. And for those
worried they may need
custodial care one day; it
can help make sure you
have the means to get the
care you need without
the guilt of interfering
with your loved one’s
life. Solutions can create
peace of mind, better
health and a better qual-
ity of life for caregivers
and beneficiaries alike.

If you seek assistance
in shaping your financial
future, or with long-term
care planning for your-
self or a loved one, get
in touch with us at
Weiss, Hale & Zahansky
Strategic Wealth
Advisors and request a
complimentary consul-
tation. We’ll show you
how we can help you cre-
ate a strategic financial
plan for you and your
future using our Plan
Well, Invest Well, Live
Well™ process. Contact
us at (860) 928-2341 or
info@whzwealth.com.

Presented by Senior
Vice President, Financial
Advisor Leisl L.
Cording CFP®, CDFA®.
Securities and advi-
sory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Adviser. 697 Pomfret
St., Pomfret Center, CT
06259 and 392-A Merrow
Rd., Tolland, CT 06084,
860-928-2341. http://www.
whzwealth.com These
materials are gener-
al in nature and do not
address your specific sit-
uation. For your specific
investment needs, please
discuss your individu-
al circumstances with
your financial advisor.
Weiss, Hale & Zahansky
Strategic Wealth
Advisors does not pro-
vide tax or legal advice,
and nothing in the accom-
panying pages should be
construed as specific tax
or legal advice.

https://www.caregiver.
org/resource/women-
and-caregiving-facts-and-
figures/

www.whatcarecosts.
com

https://www.caregiver.
org/resource/caregiv-
er-statistics-demograph-
ics/

https://nwlc.org/
resources/women-and-
the-lifetime-wage-gap-
how-many-woman-years-
does-it-take-to-equal-40-
man-years/

POSITIVELY

continued from page A4

powerful tool to counteract our exagger-
ated anxieties about rare events.

The Law of Averages is beautiful for
its simplicity and usefulness.

It doesn’t ask you to stop worrying
cold turkey, which is nearly impossible.
Instead, it offers a pathway to reframe
your worries into something manage-
able. By analyzing the probabilities, we
often find that many fears are less likely
to materialize than we think. And even
if they do, you're mentally prepared to
handle them and work towards a better
outcome.

“By the law of averages, it won’t hap-
pen.” is the phrase Carnegie said has
destroyed ninety percent of his worries
and made years of his life beautiful and
peaceful beyond his highest expecta-
tions.

Next time you find yourself in the grip
of fear, pause, breathe, and embrace the
Law of Averages to transform fear into
a catalyst for confidence and clarity.

i Connecticuts

OuietCorner.com
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Note: The
Killingly
Historical &
Genealogical
Center will
be closed the
Wednesday
before
Thanksgiving,
Nov. 22. It will

Every ad tells a story

above mentioned
Farm. For fur-
thur particulars
inquire of Aaron
Whitmore, living
on the premises.”
(Norwich Courier,
May 27, 2818; p. 61
section 2 of note-
book). This farm

be open regu- KILLINGLY would have been
lar hours on not far from where
Saturday, Nov. AT Bernie Mitchell,
25. president of the
300 Killingly Historical

Are YOU o o o o o o o o Society, lives
looking for MARGARET in  Attawaugan
an unusual WEAVER near the bridge
Christmas over Five Mile

gift? There’s a New Book
for Sale: “New England’s
Haunted Route 44.” Have
you heard of the White
Ghost Train in Putnam?
Do you like ghost sto-
ries, tales of haunt-
ings, etc.? The Killingly
Historical Center now has
the book “New England’s
Haunted Route 44” by
Thomas D’Agostino and
Arlene Nicholson for sale
for $20. Stop in at the
Center on Wednesdays
and Saturdays during
regular hours (10-4). If
you would like to have
a copy mailed to you,
please send a check for
$20 plus $5.00 shipping
and handling made out
to the Killingly Historical
& Genealogical Society
PO. Box 265 Danielson,
CT 06239. There are a
number of “haunted”
sites in Putnam, Pomfret
and the surrounding
vicinity.

“Images of America
Killingly and Killingly
Revisited” and maps are
also for sale.

Killingly Historical
Center volunteer and
researcher Sue Gosselin
was looking in a notebook
at the Killingly Historical
Center entitled “Tidbits
and Business Ads from
Various Dates” (compiled
and indexed by Bernard
Mitchell) and thought I
might be interested in
the ads. This one quickly
caught my eye. “For Sale,
An Excellent Farm of 100
Acres. Handsomely sit-
uated in the north soci-
ety in Killingly, adjoining
the Boston and New York
stage road (present day
Putnam Pike/Route 12),
within 40 rods of a good
grist and saw mill, black-
smith shop’s shop, and
distillery. Said Farm is
well wooded and watered,
has a good proportion of
pasturing, plow land,
mowing and orcharding,
with an extraordinary
privilege of watering
Land. The buildings con-
sist of two Houses and
two Barns. Said farm
may be reckoned among
the best in the County
of Windham, and if
applied for soon may be

River. The Whitmores
were among the earliest
settlers of the northern
part of Killingly:

By 1810, there
was also cotton mill sit-
uated on the Five Mile
River in that greater
vicinity in what is now
Attawaugan. As indicat-
ed in the above ad, the
area also was home to a
distillery. Another ad
mentioned the need for
an individual to take
charge of that distill-
ery. “A First Rate Distiller,
who can come well rec-
ommended, is wanted
to take charge of a Gin
Distillery. Liberal wages
will be given. Inquire
of the subscrber, at the
Stone Chapel Factory, in
Killingly (Con.)” Harvey
Blashfield. Killingly,
September 20.
(Manufacturers’
& Farmers’
Journal, Providence and
Pawtucket; Sept. 25, 1820,
Vol. 1, Issue 77, p.3.; p.
62 section 2 of notebook).

Thefollowing ad for
a site at the southern end
of present-day Danielson,
predated the 1810 open-
ing of the Danielson cot-
ton mill and gave me a
new perspective on how
that area was develop-
ing. (The Danielsons
had had saw and grist
mills and an iron works
on the Five Mile River
there even prior to the
Revolution). At that
thriving site the new

innovation, “Carding
Machines. The sub-
scribers have now in
readiness, Machines

for carding sheeps wool
into rolls, at the Mills
of Col. Danielson in
Killingly;---the wool must
be prepared in the same
manner as if to be card-
ed by hand, only not to
use so much grease, and
that well mixed. Those
that will favor us with
their custom, will please
to forward their wool
in cloths suitable to
contain the rolls, and
marked with the own-
ers name. Ezra Worther,
& Co. Killingly, June
26, 1804.” (Courier, July
4, 1804; Issue 33, p.. 4; p.
66 section 2 of Tidbits

the museum came from
South Waterford, Maine
and is dated c. 1840.
“Carding mills prepared
wool for spinning by
brushing the fibers to
evenly align them. Farm
families sheared, sort-
ed, picked, and scoured
wool before bringing it to
the mill. Then wool was
loosened in the picker
to ready it for the card-
ing machine. The ‘card-
ing engines’ brushed the
wool into rolls for spin-
ning or into batting for
quilts. As industrializa-
tion proceeded, carding,
spinning, and weaving
machinery were com-
bined in New England’s
expanding woolen fac-
tories. But some rural
carding mills remained
in operation through the
middle of the 19th centu-
ry, catering to a dwindling
market of home spin-
ners. Carding machines
took only 20 minutes to
produce what required
all day to card by hand!”
(www.osv.org/building/
carding-mill/)

There was even
a very early ad in the ote-
book for the Danielson
Manufacturing Company,
which was established
in 1810 across from the
present Danielson Post
Office. “For Sale. At the
store of the Subscriber. A
General assortment of
cotton-yarn and CLOTH,
made by the Danielson
Manufacturing Company
in Killingly, Con. (note
the abbreviation for
Connecticut). Also, West
India Goods and Country
Produce.” (Rhode- Island
American, published
as The Rhode-Island
American and General
Advertiser; Nov. 8, 1811;
p. 61 section 2 of Tidbits
notebook).

Following the
construction of the
first Danielson mill
and the second by 1819,
the area apparently
attracted various entre-
preneurs. “Tailoring.
Vaughn & Bates. Elisha
B. Vaughn and Ezra
D. Bates, respectful-
ly beg leave to inform
the inhabitants of the
town of Killingly and
its vicinity, that they
have taken a shop at the
Danielsonville Factory,
in Killingly, where they
intend carrying on the
Tailoring Business in
all its various branches,
according to the latest
improvements. Cutting
and making done in the
newest style & in the
neatest manner. They
flatter themselves, that,
with their experience,
they shall be able to give
general satisfaction. N.
B. Particular attention
will be paid to cutting-
--All garments war-

had on terms that cannot notebook). This is the ranted to fit if properly
fail of suiting the pur- first I had heard of Ezra made. Killingly, Dec. 3,
chasing. Also about 75 Worther & Co. 1821..” (See Norwich
acres of wood and pas- Ifoundaniceexpla- Courier 12-4-1822, section
ture Land, adjoining the nation about carding 2 of Tidbits notebook, p.
machines 56).
on the Old “Welcome W. Buck
Th d Sturbridge Would inform his friends
ursda *Free Village andthepublic,thathehas
w e b - on hand and is constant-
Nov. 17 RefreShm?ntS site. The ly manufacturing, at the
e Door Prizes | one at Danielson Factory, a good
* Special
Discounts CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, L.c
Fill out _
- a wish [ist Remodeling
to make -
;F:" ore his shopping easier KltChe“S, Baths
nformation d M '
Check Web s an ore:
heck Wet || Cormiier Jewelers
mii & ART GALLERY .f CALL Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
508-885-3385 &8 carpentryservicesct.com
152 Main St. Spen(er, MA CT #0606460 e #MA-HIC#196807 * Rl #763
cormierspencer.com Veteran owned and operated since ‘89

Showplace Cabinetry is

what we can do for vour dream.

made
by employee-owners who take great pride in every
cabinet they craft for you. Your creative choices are
nearly unlimited, and it's all backed by the assurance
of a lifetime warranty. Call us to learn more about

in  America
% o g
8. WL W,
W
¥
A
!.éz“ u;}:\_ W

$SHOWPLACE

CABINETRY

EMPLOYEE AMERICA | LIFETIME

EASTFORD

Building Supply

YOUR DREAM, CLOSER TO REALITY
Transform Your Home Today! -

We are authorized retailer of ’ X 4
Benjamin Moore Paints & Stains,

Our Staff Makes it easy to ind the

right color, paint and supplies fo ensure
asuccesshul project!

Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

189 Eastford Rd., Eastford, CT 06242

ph: 860-974-1924 - fax: 860-974-0099
eastfordbuildingsupply.com

assortment of Boots and
Shoes, of the best qual-
ity, and most approved
fashions, which he offers
on the most reasonable
terms. Wood, grain, and
many other articles will
be received in payment
for the above. Killingly,
May 2, 1831”7 (Norwich
Courier, May 11, 1831, Vol.
X;I; Tidbits notebook, sec-
tion 2, p. 57).

Next week is
Thanksgiving so I want
to wish you all a wonder-
ful day. If you are able,
help someone in need in
our area. In Killingly
the Friends of Assisi are
giving out Thanksgiving
baskets and can use your
help. The St. James
Knights of Columbus,
Council 2883 is collecting
coatsforbothchildrenand
adults. (Contact Shawn
at 860-383-58971for addi-
tional information). I'm
sure other places in our
area are also busy col-
lecting items so take
time to share whatever
bounty you have. Happy
Thanksgiving!

Pomfret Historical
Society Meeting

The next Pomfret
Historical Society meet-
ing is Saturday, Nov. 18
at 1:30 p.m. at the Pomfret
Community Center.
Photographer and pro-
fessor of photography,
Hunter Neal will describe
the history of photogra-
phy since its creation,
up to and including the
period from 1880-1910,
showcasing the photos of
the Grosvenor family and
Edward Douglas Holyoke,
a Baptist Minister from
Providence, R.I. and
ancestor of Hunter’s wife
Amanda. Join us for
refreshments and Meet
& Greet at 1:30 p.m. The
program begins at 2 p.m.

Aspinock Historical
Society of Putnam has
released a new
book Manhasset Village,
Gone But Not Forgotten
by Fab Cutler and Sandra
Ames. It is based on
interviews with over 100
families who lost their
homes and belongings
during the devastating
1955 flood, which swept

through the village. The
book is available for $30,
with an additional $5
for shipping, tax includ-
ed. To reserve a copy
call 860-963-6800, ext. 300
or email historicalsoci-
etyaspinock@gmail.com.

Margaret M. Weaver

Killingly Municipal
Historian, = November
2023. Special thanks to

Sue Gosselin for pointing
out the newspaper tidbit
notebook. For addition-
al information email me
at margaretmweaver@
gmail.com or visit the
Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Center
Wed. or Sat. 10 am.4
p.m. or wwwkillingly-
historical.org. or call
860-779-7250. Like us at
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/killinglyhis-
toricalsociety. Mail for
the Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Society, Inc.
or the Killingly Historical
and Genealogical Center
should be sent to PO Box
265, Danielson, CT 06329.

Courtesy

Pictured left to right are Walmart Supercenter Store Manager Sandra Klein and Kristen
Willis, director of development, DKH.

Walmart awards community grant to Day
Kimball At Home services of HomeCare,
HomeMakers, and Hospice & Palliative Care

PUTNAM — The Day Kimball Healthcare Foundation recently received
a community grant of $2,000 from the Walmart Supercenter in Putnam in
support of Day Kimball At Home services of HomeCare, HomeMakers, and
Hospice & Palliative Care of Northeastern Connecticut.

These agencies have a 44-year history of providing a wide range of compas-
sionate and personalized in-home care in the form of skilled nursing, therapy,
personal care, homemaking, companionship, and end-of-life needs for the resi-
dents of thirteen communities in northeastern Connecticut.

Walmart’s grant helps ensure that the most vulnerable members of our com-
munity are provided with the continuum of high-quality and compassionate
care that they need and so richly deserve in the comfort of home. Walmart and
the Walmart Foundation aim to help our neighbors live better by strengthening
the local communities where their associates and customers live.

Last year, Walmart provided more than $1.5 billion in cash and in-kind
annual giving to support programs and focus on areas where they can do the
most good — combining the unique strengths of the business alongside their
philanthropy. Day Kimball Healthcare Foundation is thankful to be a Walmart
grant recipient and continues to make a difference in Northeast Connecticut.

Must-have gifts for your

favorite

Every gardener, new
or experienced, appre-
ciates tools to help them
better enjoy their hobby.
Some may be looking for
ergonomically designed
tools to help them gar-
den longer while new-
bies may need some
basic tools as they are
getting started. A peek
in their shed may help
you decide which must-
have tool to give them this
holiday season.

Every gardener needs
a bypass pruner for dead-
heading, trimming and
pruning stems between a
quarter inch and one inch.
Bypass pruners have two
sharp blades like scissors,
making a clean cut that
closes quickly.

Bypass loppers allow
your gift recipient to cut
larger diameter branch-
es and long handles for
greater leverage and
long reach. The extra
reach makes it easi-
er to prune all parts of
small trees, shrubs and
roses. Consider gifting
one with a compound
cutting action that boosts
cutting power with less
effort.

If your favorite garden-
er doesn’t have one, your
gift of a weed knife also

GARDEN

MELINDA
MYERS

garde

— | MOMENTS

known as a Hori Hori
knife will soon become a
favorite tool. It is useful
for cutting through sod
and roots, planting small
bulbs, digging weeds and
so much more. Select
one like Corona’s Hori
Hori Garden Knife with
a ComfortGel grip (Wwww.
coronatoolsusa.com)
to help reduce muscle
fatigue. The metal runs
all the way through, pro-
viding added durability
and leverage. Include a
sheath so they can keep
this universal tool handy
whenever working in the
garden.

Digging small holes
for planting in contain-
ers and garden beds is
a seasonal reality and a
hand trowel is the perfect
tool for the job. Gift a new
durable trowel or upgrade
the existing one. Look for
one that is sturdy, light-
weight and has an ergo-

ner

nomic grip.

A long-handled point-
ed shovel is a versatile
tool. You can plant,
transplant, dig holes
and more. Look for
one with a foot pad to
help reduce foot fatigue
and shoe damage. Avid
flower gardeners may
prefer a short-handled
spade that makes work-
ing in tight spaces easier.
Perhaps your gift recipi-
ent needs both.

With an expandable
leaf rake, you can adjust
the width of the teeth,
allowing you to reach
into tight spaces or cover
larger areas. An iron rake
is great for moving soil
and one with a bow head
makes it easier to adjust
the depth.

For something differ-
ent, consider an auger bit
available in a variety of
lengths and bit diameters.
Attach this to a cordless
drill and you have the per-
fect tool for planting bulbs
and small transplants,
aerating soil, and verti-
cally mulching planting
beds.

Perhaps you're just
looking for a few stocking
stuffers. Safety glasses are

Tum To GARDENING page A7
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Woodstock has a proud
agricultural heritage.
There are lists of quality
livestock and crops given
accolades over the centu-
ries. It was not uncom-
mon for Woodstock farm-
ers to raise new species
or try new varieties. For
a brief time in the 19th
century, cranberries
were the new thing.

The humble cran-
berry has long been
associated with Fall
in New England. It is
a native fruit of North
America, along with the
blueberry and Concord
grape. Also called bear-
berry, Vaccinium mac-
rocarpus was growing
in Massachusetts Bay
Colony prior to 1655 and
through the 1800s. It was
named “cranberry” by
John Eliot, missionary
to the Indigenous People,
in 1647. Colonists used
it to prevent scurvy and
“the fervor of hoof dis-
eases.” Indigenous peo-
ple employed the berry to
draw poison from wounds
and as a dye. More nota-
bly, they mixed cranber-
ry, dried meat and fat into
a food called pemmican.
Folklore includes cran-
berries on the menu for
the First Thanksgiving.

Cranberries
grow on dwarf shrubs

The cranberry craze

that can produce trail-
ing branches. The
plant thrives in wet
environments. The

fruit is larger than the ¢ ¢ o o e o' e s o e e 0 o o oo

small compact leaves
of the shrub itself. Its

nominee for the

Lieutenant Governor

WoobsTocK THROUGH oAt aovernor
THE YEARS 1888, president of

the Connecticut

CHARLENE PERKINS CUTLER

5

Dairymen’s
Association, director of

dark pink Dblossoms
become green berries
that turn red in vary-
ing shades. Cranberry
is noted for its high
acid content and sharp
taste. The entrepreneur-
ial farmers of the 19th
century studied the nat-
ural habitat of the plant
and determined that the
water level needed to be
controlled; the bog was
flooded in the autumn
and through the winter
but drained to expose the
bush during the growing
season. Flooding allowed
the ripe berries to come
lose and float to the top,
a method of harvest still
used today, and it kept the
bushes from freezing in
the winter.

In 1816, Henry
Hall of Dennis on Cape
Cod began the cultiva-
tion of cranberries. He
shipped his product to
Boston and became quite
successful. Farming
cranberries caught on,
becoming the hot crop of
the late 19th century. By
1900, it is estimated that
there were 21,500 acres of
cranberries being raised

in New England. The
new craze was not lost on
Woodstock.

One of the
prominent figures in the
agricultural communi-
ty in the late 1800s was
George Austin Bowen,
MD (1841-1910, a nephew
to Henry C. Bowen who
built Roseland Cottage).
He earned his medical
degree in 1862 from the
University of New York
at age 21. He was passion-
ate about agriculture. In
1874, he was involved
in the founding of the
Farmers’ Club, an orga-
nization to encourage sci-
entific husbandry. Amas
Chandler was the chair,
Dr. Bowen was the sec-
retary, and other officers
included George W. Child,
Henry Child, Monroe W.
Ide, Samuel C. Cumming,
Ezra Child, William
Myers and William B.
Lester. The Farmers’
Club later became
Senexet Grange, No. 40 on
Feb. 17, 1886. Bowen went
on to become the master
of the Connecticut State
Grange, the Republican

the Connecticut Jersey

Breeders Association,
as well as president of
the Patrons Mutual Fire
Insurance Company of
Hartford. [“The Family
of Griffith Bowen,” by
Daniel Bowen].

On John
C. Lester’'s map of
Woodstock, 1883, there
is a location south of
an unnamed road (now
Joy Rd.) and west of the
Norwich-Springfield
Turnpike (now Route
169) called the North
Meadows. The map
shows a brook draining
into this meadow from
the north. On the north
side of the unnamed road
and west of the Norwich-
Springfield Turnpike is
an area of repeated, uni-
form structures that may
be described as “beds.”
The brook runs from the
north of these “beds,”
under the unnamed
road, and into the North
Meadow. Other than the
brook, there is no indica-
tion that area is wet.

According to docu-
ments in the archives

of Roseland Cottage,
this was the location of
George Bowen’s cranber-
ry experiment. There is
no mention of whether
the cranberries were
already growing there but
that is not hard to imag-
ine given that they are
a native species. Perhaps
Dr. Bowen purchased
some of the shrubs and
had them planted there.
This depression in the
landscape was surround-
ed by higher land and
naturally collected the
runoff from the hills.
The earliest Swedes in
Woodstock were employ-
ees of Dr. George Bowen,
who he hired as workers
for his cranberry oper-
ation. The lack of addi-
tional information about
Bowen’s cranberry bog
classifies the venture as
“tried but not sustain-
able.”

Today, the ponds
split by Joy Road and
parallel to National
Scenic Byway Route
169 remain nameless.
North Running Brook
carries away the over-
flow, eventually merging
with Muddy Brook and
becoming part of the
greater Quinebaug River
Watershed. The water
levels rise and recede
depending on Mother
Nature. Both sections

are teeming with wildlife,
often enjoyed by those
visiting the Woodstock
Trading Post. When the
water levels in the ponds
are low, observers have
claimed to have identi-
fied cranberry bushes
growing there. No float-
ing cranberries have
been noticed in the fall.
Woodstock’s cranberry
production has been rele-
gated to a footnote in our
long agricultural history.

Books on Woodstock
history available at any
of the town’s four librar-
ies:

Bowen, Clarence
Winthrop. History of
Woodstock. Boston:
James R. Osgood, 1882.

Larned, Ellen D.
History of Windham
County, Connecticut.
2 vols. Worcester,
Massachusetts: Printed
by

Charles Hamilton,
1874.

Woodstock
Tercentenary Committee.
Heritage and Horizons,
Woodstock Remembers

300 Years.
Woodstock, CT, 1968.
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a must but are often over-
looked. Help them pro-
tect their eyes from stray
branches and debris when
in the garden. Tinted ones
will also protect eyes
from UV light, providing
an added layer of safety
when gardening in the
bright sunlight.

Make it easy for them
to keep their tools sharp
with the gift of a tool
sharpener. Sharp tools

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Killingly High School

Girls’ Volleyball

The Varsity Volleyball
team made their
1st appearance in the
CIACClassLTournament
since 2017 on Tuesday,
11/7/23 at Branford High
School. The team played
well. The team record fin-
ished at 11-12 for the sea-
son, losing to Branford
0 sets to 3, 18-25, 21-25,
15-25. Shanaya Brown
had 8 Kkills; Chloe Yip had
17 digs; Shyah Baker had
8 assists; Emma Miller
had 4 kills; and Addison
Montville had 32 assists
to lead Killingly.

Congratulations
Volleyball on a great sea-
son!

Boys’ Varsity Soccer

Killingly boys soccer
was knocked out of the
state tournament by
Windham Tech Tuesday,
November 7th. It was a
tough fought battle at
Windham Techs home
field, with the game
going back and forth the
whole time. Killingly
goals were scored by
John Fitzgibbons with
one of the two being a
goal to send the game
into overtime with 5 sec-
onds left on the clock.
Assists were created by
Alec Basley and Landon
LeSage. Trent Pichie had
4 saves to end the day.
Great season boys!

Varsity Football

Soren Rief rushed
for 286 yards on 40 car-
ries along with 4 touch-
downs to lead Killingly
to their first victory at
New London since 1996.
Killingly defeated New
London 41-7 on Thursday,

make cleaner cuts and
require less effort, allow-
ing them to garden lon-
ger. A small sharpener
with a cap allows them to
keep it handy in their tool
caddy or scabbard. If they
have easy access, they are
more likely to use it to
keep their tools in the best
cutting order.

Drop a pair of snips
in their stocking and they
are sure to thank you any
time they deadhead a
flower, snip off a wayward
or dead stem, or harvest
herbs and flowers. This

is another tool gardeners
appreciate duplicates of
- one for the Kitchen and
one for the garden.

Keep them gardening
longer throughout the day
and for years to come. Gift
a kneeling pad or knee
pads that protect young
and old joints while kneel-
ing in the garden to plant,
weed, and more.

Tools make a wonder-
ful gift that will provide
years of enjoyment and
benefit. Whatever gift you
select, your favorite gar-
dener is sure to thank you

each time they head to the
garden.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 garden-
ing books, including the
recently released Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How
to Grow Anything” instant
video series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment TV &
radio program. Myers is
a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &

SPORTS

Blooms magazine and was
commissioned by Corona
Tools for her exper-
tise to write this article.
Mpyers’ Web site is wwuw.
MelindaMpyers.com.

Courtesy — Corona Tools

Weed knives, like this Hori
Hori knife, are multi-pur-
pose as they can be used
for cutting through sod and
roots, planting bulbs, digging
weeds, and more.

HicH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

November 9th. Aiden
Lamotte also scored 2
touchdowns, one on a
33-yard pass from Quinn
Sumner, and also on an
11 yard touchdown run.
Defensively, Killingly
held New London to
one score early in the
2nd quarter, while hold-
ing the Whalers to 107
total yards.

Woodstock Academy

Girls Varsity Volleyball

1st Round Class L State
Tournament 11/7

(4) Woodstock Academy
3

(29) Torrington 0

WOODSTOCK - The
ride was longer than the
stay for the visitors from
the western side of the
state as the Centaurs won
in straight sets in a match
that took just a little over
an hour.

Woodstock Academy
used four kills each from
Liliana Bottone and Mia
Sorrentino to easily win
the first set, 25-12. The
second set went even
faster as two long service
runs by Sophie Gronski
(eight consecutive service
points) and Emma Kerr
(seven) led the Centaurs
to a 25-4 win.

Four aces by Izzy
Mojica got Woodstock
Academy off on the
right foot in the third set
which it also won easily,
25-10.Bottone and Mojica
finished with nine Kkills
each while Sorrentino
added eight and a block.
Gronski finished with 29
assists and Kerr had nine
digs.

2nd Round Class L
State Tournament 11/9

(4) Woodstock Academy
3

(20) Brookfield 0

WOODSTOCK - For
a second year in a row,

the Centaurs knocked the
Bobcats out of the state
tournament. Izzy Mojica
finished with 10 kills and
Liliana Bottone added
eight while Cassidy
Ladd had eight aces and
Sophie Gronski contrib-
uted 23 assists in the win
for Woodstock Academy
a7-7).

Quarterfinal Round
Class LL State Tournament

(12) St. Joseph 3

(4) Woodstock Academy
2

WOODSTOCK - The
two teams played even
through the first four sets
but the Cadets (16-6) took
the fifth and deciding set,
15-6, to advance to the
Class L state semifinal
against Bristol Central.
The two teams split
the first four sets with
Woodstock Academy
(17-8) winning the first
relatively easily, 25-13.
St. Joseph shook off the
effects of the two hour-
plus bus ride in the sec-
ond set for a 2523 win
but was put on the brink
when the host Centaurs
won the third, 25-17.

The Cadets forced the
decisive fifth set with a
25-20 win in the fourth.

“The loss stinks for
sure, especially when you
are up 2-1, but, at least,
we lost to a good team
that played hard and got
after it,” said Woodstock
Academy coach Adam
Bottone. “We matched
their intensity through-
out the match. I think the
biggest difference was,
at the end, they played
aggressive to win and we
played a little more defen-
sive to not lose.”

Liliana Bottone had 18
kills while Izzy Mojica
added 13 Kills and four
aces and Sophie Gronski
had 45 assists and 18 digs.

Senior Reegan

Reynolds played one of
her better matches with
11 Kills from the middle
in her final appearance
for the Centaurs.

“It was a good game to
go out with,” Reynolds
said. “They were great
competition and I feel
like this game, more than
any other this season, we
all bought into it and had
super high-energy. I'm
going to miss this more
than anything. These
girls are my family and I
love playing with them.”

Erin Lovett had 16 kills
and three blocks to pace
St. Joseph while Kelli
Ennis added nine Kills.

Varsity Football
NFA 26

Woodstock Academy 7

WOODSTOCK -
Playing well early in
games has been common
for the Centaurs this sea-
son.

Sustaining that effort
has been the issue.
Such was the case again
at home against the
Wildcats. Woodstock
Academy held the ball for
8 % minutes in the first
quarter but failed to put a
point on the board.

NFA took over the ball
on downs on their own
19-yard line and took just
eight plays to find the end
zone on a 29-yard pass
from Gage Hinckley (15-
for-23 passing, 170 yards)
to Wyatt Woodcock early
in the second quarter.

The Centaurs answered
on their next possession
when quarterback Teddy
Richardson (14-28, 137)
capped a near six-min-
ute drive with a 3-yard
scoring pass to Aiden
Brailsford to tie the
game. The Wildcats took
the lead for good with 46
seconds left in the half
on a Hinckley to Conor
Gaughan (6 catches, 83
yards) 3l-yard scoring
strike. NFA also scored
on its first possession
of the third quarter on
a l-yard run by Magnus
King and added one more
in the fourth on a 2-yard
run by Hinckley (9 car-
ries, 64 yards).

LEBOEUF
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8 yd. - 10 yd. - 15 yd. - 30 yd. Roll Offs
We’ve got a dumpster
for all your needs!
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BY DENNIS BLANCHETTE
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

To those devoid of
imagination, a blank
place on the map is a
useless waste; to others,
the most valuable part.”
— Aldo Leopold

Every now and then,
one gets a hankering to
wander around a desert.
But which one? In the
U.S., the Mojave is the
smallest and driest, the
Sonoran is the hottest,
and the Chihuahuan is
the largest. The Sonoran
also has mountains
which form “sky islands”
of greater biodiversity
and cooler climate. My
wife and I looked at a
map of the Gila National
Forest that showed the
road ending in a blank
space on the map. That
clinched it for us.

It turns out that the
Gila National Forest is
located in a transition
zone of both the Sonoran
and Chihuahuan deserts,
so a trip there gets us
two desert ecosystems
for the price of one
trip. The road to Gila
National Forest led past
two beautiful State Parks,
Rockhound State Park in
the Florida Mountains,
and City of Rocks State
Park, famous for its rock
formations of hardened
lava, eroded over the
years forming towering

Secrets of the Gila Wilderness

pinnacles and bulbous
formations.

From Silver City, last
stop for gas, the Trail
of the Mountain Spirits
National Scenic Byway
switchbacks northerly
through the Pinos Altos
Range and dead ends 93
miles later at Gila Hot
Springs. The village con-
sists of a hot spring, a
campground, a corral
and the Airbnb we had
booked. The deck looked
out over the East fork of
the Gila River; hoodoos
loomed in the distance,
raptors rode thermals,
and herons descended
into the nearby rookery.

Patrice, the Airbnb
owner, stopped by to
meet us. After she left, I
looked through her sub-
stantial book collection
and found many of my
old favorites — Abbey,
Krakauer, Matthiesen.
But there was one book
I had never heard of, “A
Song for the River” by
Philip Connors. The first
page was signed by the
author, which piqued my
interest. According to
the introduction, it was
about attempts to dam
the upper Gila River,
the last wild river in the
west. I was hooked. What
better way to discover the
secrets of a place than
by reading something
besides a generic travel
guide?

The next day, we hiked
Little Bear Canyon to the
Middle Fork of the Gila
River. The hiking was
tremendous both in views
and solitude. Jordan Hot
Springs lay on the other
side, but Patrice had said
it was too high for fording.
Nevertheless, we passed
a couple of groups with
backpacks and guitars
optimistically heading
for the hot spring. The
EE Canyon Loop passed
through an area burned
in a 2021 forest fire, giv-
ing it a stark, otherworld-
ly look. Dead blackened
trees, some standing,
some fallen, littered the
barren landscape. It was
ugly. I had no knowledge
of forest fire manage-
ment but that didn’t stop
me from opining on what
a tragedy it was. Forest
regeneration was already
underway with green
areas of new vegetation
showing through the
burnt underbrush, but
still I questioned why the
fire was allowed to ruin
this gorgeous canyon.

The Gila Wilderness
was the nation’s first
designated wilderness.
Combined with the
adjacent Aldo Leopold
Wilderness, there is more
designated wilderness
here than any other forest
in the Southwest. Aldo
Leopold got his degree
in Forestry from Yale in

1909 and joined the

22

Forest Service that
same year. Author
of “Sand County
Almanac,” he was
an early conser-

of environmental eth-
ics. At that time the
philosophy of the gov-
ernment for forested
land was ‘“highest and
best use.” The National
Parks Service was accom-
plishing this by building
roads and trails to allow
as much access to the
natural wonders as pos-
sible. The Forest Service
interpreted “highest and
best use” as maximizing
timber sales, and fire sup-
pression as a means of
protecting that crop.

Leopold saw the
over-development caused
by the roads constructed
into the National Parks
and wondered if there
could be such a thing as
too much progress. He
saw that it would be eas-
ier to protect wilderness
than to create it. Because
so little of the original
Southwestern wilder-
ness remained without
roads, Leopold felt it was
imperative that a portion
of what was left be pre-
served in that state, in
order to provide a rec-
reational experience that
would otherwise vanish.
In 1924, his plan to pre-
serve the Gila River head-
waters as the nation’s
first designated wilder-
ness was approved. As
such, it is a place where
no roads can be built, no
mechanized equipment is
allowed and travel is only
allowed by foot or horse.

That evening, I read
“A Song for the River.”
Philip Connors was a fire
lookout and the book is
a tour de force of nature

also recounts the tragic
series of events that led
to three local teenagers
getting Kkilled in the crash
of a small plane on the
way back from viewing a
science project to which
they had been denied
ground access. When I
read that one of their par-
ents was named Patrice, a
sense of dread came over
me. As]Iread further, the
book confirmed what I
hoped it wouldn’t. One of
the teenagers who died in
the plane crash was our
host Patrice’s only child.
And I realized that some
of the events in the book
took place in the house in
which we were staying.
When I told Patrice that I
didn’t think I could carry
on if I were in her place,
she replied, “Yes, you
would carry on. Because
humans do. And our chil-
dren want us to.”

“It’s what we learn
after we think we know
it all that counts.” — Kin
Hubbard.

The exquisite quality
of Connors’ writing drew
me to his first book, “Fire
Season - Field Notes from
a Wilderness Lookout,”
a philosophical mas-
terpiece on the subject
of forest fires. A policy
debate erupted among
government officials and
pro-development forces
after the massive forest
fires of 1910 in which at
least 79 firefighters were
killed. Some favored
light burning to remove
undergrowth and dead

The third option was
complete suppression —
fire was evil and must
be stopped. The latter
became policy and pre-
vailed for 60 years.1

Connors disagreed and
wrote that complete sup-
pression leads to a build-
up of dead wood, fuel for
a forest fire, and he pre-
dicted the massive fires
of today in 2012. Letting
all fires burn can endan-
ger homes, people and
ancient artifacts. One
course of action attempt-
ed was to suppress only
man-made fires and allow
natural fires to burn. But
what happens when the
natural fire approaches
a stream with an endan-
gered trout population?
One answer is to electro-
shock the stream, cap-
ture the trout and then
restock them after the
fire. The issues are com-
plex, with many compet-
ing interests.

It was a great trip in
more ways than I expect-
ed. I went to see and expe-
rience the desert solitude
and learned about for-
est fires along the way
Somehow, I'm always
surprised to realize that
travel not only opens
your eyes to new sights, it
opens your mind as well.

Dennis R. Blanchette is
a semi-retired civil engi-
neer and travel writer.

Connors, Philip. “Fire
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vation pioneer
and philosopher

writing, an homage to
the Gila River.

Connor

wood, some favored Season: Field Notes from
development in the form a Wilderness Lookout.”
of roads, settlements Ecco, 2011.

and timber harvesting.

Latest antique and collectibles
auction news

APRIL 11, 1912,

Hors D'CEUVRE VARIES o~
OYSTERS

CONSOMME RENAISSANCE

CREME D'ASPERGES

Sarmon, HOLLANDAISE
WHITEBAIT

TournADOS OF BEEF

A LA VICTORIA

SguaE A LA GODARD

This week’s article will focus
on major auction news coming
out of Europe, specifically. Some
Titanic artifacts and a piece of
Star Wars memorabilia
sold in England and one
of the most expensive dia-
monds on Earth, which
was auctioned in Geneva,
Switzerland.

A menu from the
Titanic and a passenger’s
pocket watch recently sold
at an auction in the United
Kingdom. The menu was

menu sold for £83,000 ($101,450
US.) on Nov. 11. Also offered in
the same sale was the pocket
watch of passenger Sinai Kantor.
He was 34 years old
when he and his wife
decided to emigrate
from Russia. He died
when the ship sank but
Kantor’s wife, Miriam,
survived the tragedy.
She received his per-
sonal effects including
a silver watch with
Hebrew  characters
on the watch face.

from the first-class pas- ANTIQUES, The watch was heav-
sengers’ dinner on April ily corroded from the
11, 1912, three days before COLLECTIBLES salt water but still had
the ship hit an iceberg and &E an auction estimate
sank. The menu shows STATES of £50,000 (morethan
some water staining that * °* * ° ° ° ° ° $61,000 U.S.).

occurred the night the WAYNE TUISKULA

ship sank. Some of the

items on the menu includ-

ed Squab a la Godard, Spring
Lamb and Mint Sauce, Apricots
Bourdaloue (a type of tart), and
Victoria Pudding. The menu was
found in the estate of Canadian
historian Len Stephenson,
according to CBS News. It’s not
known how Stephenson acquired
it, but he lived in Nova Scotia,
where many of the victims’ bod-
ies were brought after it sank.
The Guardian reported that the

Church potluck to host
Flying Free Therapeutic
Riding Center

WOODSTOCK — Flying Free Therapeutic
Riding Center is a 501(c)(3) that supports children
and adults with special needs through horses. It

Sticking in the UK,

the actor who played

“Star Wars” character C-3PO sold
the head from the popular char-
acter this month. I had discussed
the head was going to auction
in a previous column. Anthony
Daniels is 77, and decided “to sell
the costumes, props and scripts
he kept from the iconic films,”
according to the BBC. Daniels
told the BBC that they were in
his “sitting room” and he wanted
them to go to someone who will

cherish and display them. The
auction featured over 200 items
from his collection, including
some parts from the Millenium
Falcon spaceship. He said he res-
cued them from being burned
in a bonfire at the movie studio
after the “Return of the Jedi” was
filmed. There were some items
that he decided to keep, though.
He’s not selling a Lego figure of
his character given to him for his
work in a Star Wars Lego movie
or a C-3PO statuette made to look
like an Oscar award, which he
received from the production
company Lucasfilm. Daniels told
the BBC “T’ll take those to the
grave.” The auction house report-
ed that it sold for £687,500 ($840330
US.).

A fancy flawless vivid blue
diamond just became one of the
most expensive diamonds in the
world when it sold at auction in
Switzerland. The 17.61-carat dia-
mond was so desirable because
of its deep, rich blue color and
unmodified pear shape design,
according to Reuters. The dia-
mond easily outshined its esti-
mate of $35 million, selling for
$44 million.

For those of you looking to
spend a lot less than $44 million,
we have a large quantity of gold,
platinum, and silver jewelry with
diamonds and other gemstones
in our next auction. We also have
the best collection of art we've
ever offered, along with many
sets of sterling silver, mid-centu-
ry modern furniture and acces-
sories from multiple estates and
a wide variety of other items.
We plan to begin the online
event later this month or early in
December. We also have an online
estate auction of a Concord home
beginning soon and ending in
December. Please visit our web-
site https://centralmassauctions.
com for links to upcoming events.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central
Mass Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles  Auctions and
Appraisal Services www.central-
massauctions.com (508-612-6111).

nonprofit needs our support.

The wonderful East Woodstock Congregational
Church, has offered a potluck fundraiser opportu-
nity for Flying Free on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 5 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. There will be live music, raffles,
and lots of delicious food. $25 donation per person,
prior to or at the event. Checks can be made out to

Flying Free TRC, Inc.

profit in need!

was founded just over a year ago. This deserving

Please come and support this wonderful non-

The church is located at 220 Woodstock Rd.
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On Friday, Nov. 10, Pomfret Community School dedicated this day to honor our veterans.

“we

Let the season begin at
Saint Nicholas Victorian Famr

POMFRET — The annual Saint Nicholas Victorian Fair in Pomfret will be held
on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (snow date Dec. 9) at Christ Church in
Pomfret, one mile south of the Vanilla Bean on Route 169. The Saint Nicholas Fair
is locally famous for offering holiday gifts at great prices and supporting many area
charities and agencies. There is also an On-line Silent Auction Nov. 18 — 29. Auction
purchases should be picked up in person at the Fair on Dec. 2. Shop local and give
back to your community for the holidays this year.

Last year, the Silent Auction raised more than $8,500 to support community
outreach. Auction items include gift certificates donated by local businesses and
numerous other items to bid on. The auction is accessible at www.biddingowl.com/
ChristChurchPomfret. It goes live November 18th at noon and closes on Nov. 29 at
noon.

The in-person Saint Nicholas Fair features holiday gifts for everyone on your
list! This year, themed gift booths include baked goods (including ‘Rudolph Nut
Mix’ available only at the Fair), homemade chocolates, crafts, toys, cheese, holiday
plants and wreaths, vintage jewelry, “Give It Again” items, and the bottle board.
New booths this year are pocketbooks and puzzles. Luncheon at the Fair will feature
chicken salad and soup, which can be pre-ordered for takeout through the online
auction website link.

All proceeds from the Saint Nicholas Fair are allocated for outreach programs,
including TEEG, the Access Agency, Day Kimball Hospital Hospice, ARC of
Quinebaug Valley, Relay for Life, Habitat for Humanity, Deary Memorial Cancer
Fund, Community Kitchens of NECT and more.

Questions? Call 860-315-7780 or email christchurchpomfret@gmail.
com. Christ Church is located at 527 Pomfret St., Pomfret. To learn more,

Veterans were invited for breakfast and to attend a special assembly hosted by the 5th
grade students. Thank you, Mr. Gagnon, Mrs. Abram and Ms. St. Jean for coordinating
the Veterans Day Assembly. Mrs. Abram said, “I have been working with my Team to put
on the Veterans Day Assembly since 2007. It has been an extremely fulfilling fifth grade
project that both educates our students and connects the community, while honoring
family members & local citizens who have fought for our country. It has proven to be
a beautifully impactful annual event that we hope to continue for many more years to
come!”

fretct.

visit ChristChurchPomfret.org. Follow them on Facebook at @christchurchpom-

WOODSTOCK BY THE WEEK

November 20-26, 2023

TOWNHALL MEETINGS
(agendas and minutes at
woodstockcet.gov.)

Monday, Nov. 20
Agriculture Com., 1 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Appeals, 6
p.m.

Recreation Com, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 21
Arboretum Com., 3 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov.
22-Friday, Nov. 24

Town Hall Closed

Happy Thanksgiving
COMMUNITY EVENTS
Nov. 24-25

Artists Open Studios,

throughout northeast CT

Nov. 25
Red Lion Burger Food
Truck,

Taylor Brooke Brewery,

noon-5 p.m.
Live Music- Nate
Cozzolino,

Taylor Brooke Brewery,
2-

5p.m.

TEEG

continued from page Al

community.

“We probably have at least twice as
much food as we raised last year. We
combined that with a boot drive so
we're collecting cash at the intersection
and people have been very generous.
We’re looking forward to providing a
great donation for the holiday season,”
said Grauer. “We’re an organization
that gives back to the community every
day. It’s an expectation I guess as a

Nov. 26
Red Lion Burger Food
Truck,

Taylor Brooke Brewery,
noon-5 p.m.
Live Music- Rich Polseno,
Taylor Brooke Brewery,
2- Sp.m.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Nowv. 30
Wooden Holiday
Ornament

Workshop, Taylor
Brooke
Brewery, 6-8 p.m.

Dec. 2
Art & Craft Show, East
Woodstock

Congregational

Church, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Woodstock Holiday
Lights

Contest begins

Dec. 3
2023 Holiday Pops, The
Loos

Center for the Arts,
7 p.m.

Dec. 8
New York Bee Gees, The
Loos

Community
Connection

Center for the Arts,
7 p.m.

Dec. 9

Woodstock Winter
Festival, townwide, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.

map and passport at
woodstockct.gov/recre-
ation-department/pages/
events

Dec.10
Christmas
Roseland
Cottage, 1 p.m., tickets
my.historicnewengland.
org

Tea at

Dec. 15
Woodstock
Winter
Concert, The Loos Center
for the Arts, 6-8 p.m.

Academy

Dec. 17
Live Nativity, South
Woodstock Baptist
Church,

5p.m.
To submit calendar items:
woodstockbytheweek@
gmail.

fire department, but we all also strive

to give back on a personal level. It’s a
great opportunity and it makes us all
feel good.”

Kristal Simon, Assistant Chief of
East Thompson, agreed with Chief
Grauer commenting on how important
the collection has become to members
of both departments.

“I think this just adds an additional
sense of purpose for our crews. It was
our firefighters that came to us and
wanted to do this. We said let’s run
with it and see what we can do for

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\[orin

The Jewelry sfore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
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rooked Greek F

Eést Brookfield, Massachusetts

TEEG. They help out our community
all the time and times have been tough
for many recently so if we can make it
a little easier for someone this holiday
season that’s what we’re striving to
do,” she said.

Following the food drive, TEEG
reported a grand total of 350 pounds of
non-perishable food donations that will
help fill the organizations Community
Market and provide for their annual
Thanksgiving and Holiday food dis-
tribution events. The event also pro-
duced $4,119.01 in monetary donations
through their fill-a-boot efforts.

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ HZtE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

www.Connecticuts

QuietCorner.com

Pre-Orders
: - ) now open for Holiday
2> 4 Prime Rib Roasts!
Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides of Beef Available!
To purchase your meat packages FREE LOCAL

CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media K
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DELIVERY!
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Putnam Legion post honors last remaiming WWII veteran

PUTNAM — Putnam’s
Mayotte Viens American
Legion Post 13 held their
annual Veterans Day
Guest Bartending and
Veteran Recognition event
at the Black Dog Bar &
Grille on Thursday night,
Nov. 9. The Master of
Ceremonies for the event
was Post 13 Commander
Michael

Rocchetti.

The event opened
with the singing of the
national anthem by Army
National Guard

Specialist Emily Lajoie.
After that, the guest bar-
tenders worked the bar
collecting tips for the

American Legion.

According to Rocchetti,
“The Guest Bartenders
really brought in a tre-
mendous amount of dona-
tions for the Post. This
is really important for us
becauseithelps payforour
scholarships, American
Legion Baseball, Boys
State, the State Police
Youth Academy, the
youth oratorical contest,

our  Veterans in need
fund, and our onoing
Americanism initiatives.”

The guest bartend-
ing teams included
the Putnam Town Hall
(Barney Seney, Travis
Sirrine, Brian Lynch, and
Denise Geeza),thePutnam
Business  Association
(Richard Loomis, Gary
Osbrey, Earl Rosebrooks,
and Jeff Rawson), the
Putnam Rotaract (Tayler

Shea, Matt Gardner,
Hailey Messier), the
Putnam Lions Club

(Leia Faucher, Melody
Cassio, Doria Daviau,
Mikayla VanDam), the
Day Kimball Health Care
team (Crystal Lanning,
Roger Franklin, Dan
Durand, Brian Fulton,
Bob Kovaleski), and the
Gates Automotive Group
(Mike & Joann Gallo,
Chelsea Cormier, Nick
Dojay). Rocchetti also
recognized the generos-
ity of the many donors
that made the event suc-
cessful: “Dozens of gift
baskets were donated by

members and friends as
raffle items. Local artist
Jonathan Fitiz donated
two original paintings
which were auctioned
off. Big Gary’s Discount
Liquor Store donated a
custombetched bottle of
Woodford Reserve bour-
bon which was auctioned
off. Also Foxwoods Resort
Casino donated one of
our auction items an over-
night stay for two people
in a deluxe room at their
luxury hotel.”

According to Post 13’s
Finance Officer, Chas
Mackenzie:  “between
the tips, donations, raffle
ticket sales, and auctions,
this event raised $12,804
for the Post — I am over-
whelmed by the generos-
ity of all of the people
who made this possible,
especially Gates auto
group, Dr. Steven Raheb,
Putnam Lions club, Roger
Franklin, Putnam Area
Foundation, Christopher
and Kathleen Johnson,
Diane and Richard
Tremblay, Rawson

Materials, Loomis Real
estate, WINY Radio, Fluid
Coating Technology,
Tenaya Desaulnier, and
Rick and Dee Carnahan.”

During the evening,
Mayor Barney Seney and
Dave Gilbert spoke briefly
about the work being

done by the Putnam
Veteran’s Advisory
Committee to finance
repairs and upgrades to
Putnam’s Veteran’s Park
through the sales of
commemorative paving
bricks. Dave Gilbert also
displayed some samples
of the bricks and passed
out information on this
program.

The highlight of the
night was when Post
13 honored their last
remaining WWII veteran
— 96 year old Raymond K.
Williams, who was born
in 1927 in New Britain.
His family moved to
Woodstock in 1941. During
WWII, Williams was
drafted into the military
in 1945, and served in the
US Army Air Force. He

was trained as an aircraft
radio operator, and was
sent to Japan shortly after
their surrender in August
1945. He was assigned to
the 5th Air Force and his
occupation duties were
at an airbase in Nagoya
Japan. He was honorably
discharged from the Air
Force in 1947 as a sergeant.
His awards and decora-
tions include the WWII
Victory Medal, the Asian
Pacific Campaign Medal,
the American Campaign
Medal, the Army of
Occupation Medal,
and the Good Conduct
Medal. He returned to
Northeast Connecticut
and worked for many
years as a machine oper-
ator for manufacturers in
Northeast Connecticut.
He has been an American
Legion member since
1948.

His certificate of
honor citation reads: “to
Raymond K Williams In
recognition and grateful
appreciation for serv-
ing during WWII in the

United States Army Air
Forces, Fifth Air Force in
the name of freedom and
democracy, and for alle-
giance to God and country
in courageously protect-
ing our liberty and inde-
pendence.”

Rocchetti mentioned,
“It was great to see Ray at
this event with his extend-
ed family. He doesn’t get
out to often because of
mobility issues — but he
did really well and we
were honored to have him
as our guest.”

Rocchetti also lament-
ed the dwindling ranks
of WWII and Korean
War veterans: “Post 13
recently lost three WWII
vets — Peter Trama a
US Merchant Mariner,
Carl Eisen an Air Force
bomber crewman, and
George Olson a US Coast
Guardsman. They truly
were part of the greatest
generation.

Woodstock Academy’s Peter Sumner named Technology &
Engineering Education Association Teacher of the Year

Peter Sumner

WOODSTOCK — Peter
Sumner, a dedicated and
innovative Career and
Technology teacher at
The Woodstock Academy;,
has been recognized as
the 2023-24 Connecticut
Technology and
Engineering Education
High School Teacher
of the Year by the
Connecticut Technology
and Engineering
Education Association
(CTEEA). This award
acknowledges Sumner’s
outstanding contri-
butions to the field of
engineering education
and his commitment to
fostering a passion for
engineering within the
classroom. In May 2023,
Sumner was also named
CTEEA Teacher of the
Month for Technology
and Engineering High
School Education, which
qualified him for con-
sideration of CTEEA
Teacher of the Year.

Sumner has been
instrumental in creating
and implementing inno-
vative and engaging cur-
riculum, providing his
students with real-world,

SCORE Eastern CT to host free Webinar

REGION —

of Business.
About SCORE

SCORE® is a nonprofit association
that offers free and confidential advice

SCORE Eastern CT
(https://www.score.org/easternct),
Mentors to America’s Small Businesses,
presents a free Small Business webi-
nar, “The ABCs of a Business Plan
and Understanding a SWOT Analysis,”
Thursday, Dec. 7 from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
How important is it to have a business
plan? Do you know what a SWOT analy-
sis is? Can the two be connected? In this
workshop, you will learn the importance
of both, what they are used for, what
information they should contain, and
what they say about your business.
Workshop Presenter Tanisha Baptiste
isan Economic Development Specialist at
the U.S. Small Business Administration,
Connecticut District Office, acting as a
Business Opportunity Specialist, and as
the Assistant to the Veterans Business
Development Specialist. Ms. Baptiste
is also a Veteran of the United States
Army and holds a Master of Business
Administration from the UCONN School

business. Since 1964, SCORE has helped
more than 11 million current and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs. Each year, SCORE’s
10,000 volunteer business experts pro-
vide hundreds of thousands of free small
business mentoring sessions, workshops,
and educational services to clients in
300 chapters nationwide. In 2022, SCORE
volunteers shared 4.65 million hours of
expertise and advice with their clients,
helping people start over 30,000 new busi-
nesses, and creating over 82,000 addition-
al non-owner jobs. With 50+ workshops/
webinars and special events each year,
and advances in remote mentoring tools,
SCORE Eastern CT helps small business-
es across Southeastern and Northeastern
CT. For more information on upcoming
free workshops and how to schedule a
free small business mentoring session
with our counselors, visit https://www.
score.org/easternct.
Like To Become A SCORE Volunteer?
Your business knowledge and experience

Would You

can help others start or grow a small
business. Learn more about becoming a

on starting your own business or improv-
ing and growing your existing small

SCORE volunteer at: https://www.score.
org/page/volunteer-score.

Two diverse poets to read at Vanilla Bean Café Nov. 25

POMFRET, Conn.
— Chase away the
post-Thanksgiving blues
with a night of spo-
ken word/poetry at The
Vanilla Bean Café, 450
Deerfield Rd., Pomfret,
on Nov. 25. The show
will start at 7 pm. and
admission is $15, which
includes a chance at a
give-away. Featured read-
ers will be poets Paul
Word Richmond and
Victoria Nordlund. There
will also be an open mic.
Contact karen.warinsky@
gmail.com to sign up.
Recommended for ages 14
and up.

Massachusetts-based
Paul Word Richmond
was named Beat Poet
Laureate for Life in 2022
by the National Beat
Poetry Foundation and
he previously served

as National Beat Poet
Laureate (2019-2020), and
as Beat Poet Laureate for
Massachusetts (2017-19).
Richmond is interna-
tionally known and hosts
monthly readings and
organizes yearly Word
Festivals in Holyoke and
Greenfield, Mass., and he
has a stage at the Garlic
& Arts Festival each
fall. He is the owner of
Human Error Publishing
and has overseen the pub-
lications of 55 poets and
authors. His own works
include “Living in the
Breakdown Lane,” “You
Might Need a Bigger
Hammer,” “Quadrillions
Down the Pentagon
Drain,” and “Swimming
on the Titanic.” He is
also a member of the
Funkadelic band “Do It
Now.”

Victoria Nordlund
is the creative writing
director at Rockville
High School in Vernon,
Conn., an adjunct profes-
sor at the University of
Connecticut, and lead
master teaching artist
of the The Nook Farm
Writers Collaborative at
The Mark Twain House
& Museum. Her poetry
collections “Wine-Dark
Sea” and “Binge Watching
Winter on Mute” are pub-
lished by Main Street Rag.
SheisaBest of the Netand
Pushcart Prize Nominee,
whose work has appeared
in PANK Magazine,

Rust+Moth, Chestnut
Review, Pidgeonholes,
Connecticut  Literary
Anthology, Maudlin

House, trampset, Drunk
Monkeys, and elsewhere.

hands-on experiences to
deepen their understand-
ing of engineering. His
ability to make complex
concepts accessible and
enjoyable has earned
him the admiration and
respect of both students
and colleagues.

“Mr. Sumner brings the
perfect mix of profession-
al expertise and fun and
enjoyment to his classes.
While taking the engi-
neering CAD course, you
are always engaged with
an interesting project
that connects to an aspect
of the engineering pro-
cess,” said Evan Rhault
’24, one of Sumner’s cur-
rent students.

“Mr. Sumner led me to
a greater understanding
of engineering through
his superb teaching skills
and his great depth of
knowledge in the subject
matter,” said another stu-
dent, Joel Koleszar °24.

Recent accomplish-
ments of  Sumner’s
teaching career at WA
include starting a com-
petitive robotics team,
becoming members of
the Technology Student

Association and Youth
Manufacturing Pipeline
Initiative, starting a
chapter of the National
Technical Honor Society,
and with the help of gen-
erous donors and grants,
introducing his students
to 3D printing, robotics,
lasers, simulators, CNC
machining, state of the
art computers, drones,
and latest design soft-
ware, that are all continu-
ing to evolve.

“The greatest thing
about technology and
engineering is that tools
are always evolving, noth-
ing stays the same, there
is never a dull moment.
Everyday there is some-
thing new for students to
learn,” said Sumner. “I
am not big on awards but
this one is a testament
to the people that have
guided me along the way;,
including mentors, col-
leagues, and WA's admin-

istration.”

“Peter’s state-wide
recognition is not a sur-
prise. His classroom

instruction is superior,
creative, and cultivates
strong student agency.

Over the years, he contin-
ues to lead robotics teams
to regional, state, and
national success,” said
Associate Head of School
Holly Singleton. “And
he has guided the engi-
neering program at The
Academy to align with
industry standards and
innovative thinking.”

Along with being rec-
ognized at the CTEEA
State Conference on
November 7, Sumner will
also be honored by the
International Technology
and Engineering
Education Association
(ITEEA) at their annual
convention in Memphis,
Tenn. in March 2024.

“As Teacher of the
Year, Peter joins a long
line of distinguished edu-
cators who have received
this honor over the
years. His leadership and
desire to continuously
improve the program at
The Woodstock Academy
is paramount to our
profession,” said Dan
Grenier, CTEEA State
Champion and presenter
of Sumner’s award.

Shop Thompson small businesses this Black Friday

THOMPSON — Six
Thompson small busi-
nesses have joined togeth-
er for Small Business
Saturday, Nov. 25. The
idea is simple: pick up
a card at any of the par-
ticipating businesses and
have it stamped at each
business that you visit.
Each business will award
a door prize of a com-
memorative mug and
unique products from
their business. The draw-
ing will be held before
Dec. 1 and winners will
be notified.

Who are the participat-
ing businesses?

Morning Beckons
Farm, 343 Sand Dam
Rd., is one of the larg-
est alpaca farms in the
US with more than 400
alpacas. Their gift shop
provides a wide range
of alpaca and emu prod-
ucts, including household
goods, toys, apparel and
emu products.

Christine Tanson
Pottery, 4 Chase Rd., cre-
ates beautiful handcraft-
ed pottery in a rich pallet

of glazes, capturing the
essence of earth, sea and
sky. Pieces are unique,
practical, expressive and
vibrant. She works in
porcelain and stoneware
for high firing in wood,
reduction and oxidation
firing methods, as well as
Raku.

Abby’s Quiet Corner
Gift Shed, 91 Chase Rd.,
features  handcrafted
items, from embroidered
clothing, jewelry, wooden
crafts, goat’s milk soap,
glass art and turned
wooden pens. Check out
the beautiful handwo-
ven baskets by Denise
Rondeau and Abby’s
wooden snow men.

Woodland Whimsy, 174
Chase Rd., is filled with
the creative talent of
Laura Reynolds. As you
step in, you will be trans-
ported to a magical world
of Christmas past, with
ornaments, stuffed sculp-
tures, scenes painted on
small furniture, cards
printed from Laura’s
original watercolors, and
cookies and baked goods.

A La Mode Market, 1105
Quaddick Town Farm
Rd., is a new business
offering their own baked
goods, fudge, beverages,
ice cream, meals, soups,
and sandwiches, all creat-
ed on the premises. Just
what is needed on a beau-
tiful Saturday! Their mar-
ket has local eggs, milk
and meat, South Wind
Farm preserves, and local
jewelry, candles and gifts.

Sunrun Gardens and
Gift Shop, 1121 Quaddick
Town Farm Rd., offers a
variety of gifts inspired
by Nature: handwoven
scarves, purses, place-
mats and pillows, Tie
dyed clothing, socks and
accessories, dream pil-
lows, everlasting wreaths
and organic catnip.

Each of these business-
es bring color and char-
acter to our community.
Their products evoke
care in their creation and
will be treasured by the
recipients. Please sup-
port our small businesses
on Saturday Nov. 25.

First responder emergency cards released to Putnam sentors

PUTNAM — The Town
of Putnam’s Commission
on Aging (COA) released
the initial batch of “Life
File Cards” to Putnam
Seniors. The idea for
these “Life File Cards,”
an info card for First
Responders to reference
when arriving at emer-
gency situations in elder-
ly homes, was brought
to the Putnam COA by
friends in a neighboring
community.

Thanks to generous
sponsors, Archambault
Insurance Associates
and Jennifer Lehto of
Kazantzis Real Estate,
these valuable cards

came to fruition with no
cost to taxpayers or our
seniors.

Tammy Szpyrka,
Putnam EMS
Administrator, is looking
forward to getting the
“Life File Cards” out to
the seniors in the town,
and then having access
to the cards, filled with
medical and contact
information, when they
respond to calls.

Adding to the commu-
nity effort on this project,
Chase Graphics designed
and supplied the cards,
while the Relay for Life
team at Putnam High
School under leadership

of Shane Donahue pack-
aged the cards for distri-
bution.

Mayor Barney Seney
was pleased that this all
came together so easily,
but knowing how well the
community works togeth-
er for the betterment of
all, it did not surprise
him in the least.

To learn more about
what the Commission on
Aging has to offer our
community members
aged 50 and over, contact
the Putnam Recreation
Department at 860-963-
6800, ext 140 or marcy.
dawley@putnamct.us.
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OBITUARIES

Laura Volz

Woodstock Valley,
.| CT- Laura (Salmon)
.Y Volz, of Woodstock
Valley, loving wife
| and best friend and
‘| soul mate for over 38
years of David Lee
Volz, passed away
peacefully at home
with David by her
side on Wednesday, November 8, 2023.

Funeral services and burial in East

Cemetery, Manchester are private.
Ladd-Turkington & Carmon Funeral
Home, 551 Talcottville Road, in Vernon
is in care of the arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, donations in mem-
ory of Laura may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital or to a no
kill animal rescue organization.

To share a memory or leave a condo-
lence for her family, please visit www.
carmonfuneralhome.com

Send all obituary notices to

Villager Newspapers, PO Box 90,
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail A
to obits@stonebridgepress.news '

Rebecca Sue Babbitt, 46

Rebecca Sue
Babbitt, 46, of
Dayville, CT passed
unexpectedly on
| November 4th. She
| was born on October
¢ | 22nd, 1977 in Putnam,
\| CT, the daughter

of the late Charles

Babbitt & Bonita
(Babbitt) Woodward who she leaves
broken-hearted, along with her step-
father Dwayne (Woody); sister Kerian
Massey, husband Chad, nieces Kiera
and Chloe’; Fiancé Michael Hilton;
Mother Hubbard, aka Donna Lee;
sad aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,
cousins & many friends. Rebecca was
predeceased by her husband, Robert
Marburger and son Gabriel Tate
Babbitt. She especially loved spending
time with three of her favorite girls;

Kat, Josie & Neveah who will deeply
miss her. After high school she moved
to Arizona to join her sister and met
Bobby who she married on 1/2/3, a date
they could both remember. Rebecca was
a gift, always giving so much of herself
to make others lives brighter. As a child
she reminded so many of a porcelain
doll and began collecting them. After
a lifetime of difficulties her collecting
changed to colorful sugar skulls. Her
passion was hairdressing, but spending
time with individuals who have men-
tal health difficulties seemed to feed
her soul. She struggled for many years
with her own mental health issues but
had finally arrived in a good place. A
celebration of her life will be held at
the Music Lady in Central Village on
December 1st at 12-3pm.

RESULTS
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of Education Chair and
Republican Norm Ferron
who was not reelected
receiving the lowest num-
ber of votes in the race.
Democrat Misty Murdock
also defeated Republican
Jennifer Hegedus to fill
a vacancy on the board
giving Democrats the
majority. The Killingly
Board of Education has
been rattled with con-
troversy over the past
few years including
debates over the use of
“Redmen” and “Redgals”
as the athletic team
names and mascot and
the GOP-driven decision
to reject a mental health
clinic in the schools
which has evolved into a
debate at the state level.
Democrat Russ Lavigne
and Republican Dale
Dauphinais both earned
spots on the Board of
Assessment Appeals.

Pomfret: Democrats
dominate in uneventful
election day

While Pomfret didn’t
hold an election for Board
of Selectmen, there
were still plenty of seats
to fill on Election Day.
Democrats owned the day
securing fifteen overall
seats while Republicans
earned three in uncon-
tested races. Cheryl Grist
was elected Town Clerk
as the only candidate
for the seat. Democrats
Debra Thompson and
Kristin Sapp secured
spots on the Board of

Finance over Republican
Christopher Coyle who
did end wup earning
a spot as a Constable
along with Democrats

Michael Blackmer,
Richard Huoppi, and
Stephen Chouinard.

Democrats Peter Lusa
and Barbara Riley along
with Republican Dawne
Demarais earned spots on
the Board of Education.
Democrat John Dilorio
was unopposed for
Board of Assessment
Appeals while fellow
Democrats  Raymond
Washart, Jr. and Barry
Reingold earned spots on
the Planning & Zoning
Commission. Republican
Jared Sheldon was unop-
posed for a seat on the
Planning & Zoning
Commission as an alter-
nate. Democrats Noah
McNamara and Dawson
Woodard were unchal-
lenged for Zoning Board
of Appeals, while fellow
Democrat Sean Gilmartin
earned a spot on that
board as an alternate.
Democrat Cris Cadiz was
elected to the Library
Board of Trustees.

Putnam: Seney returns
as mayor, familiar names
return to board of select-
men

Putnam’s election was
relatively uneventful.
Mayor Barney Seney was
uncontested for reelec-
tion and will be joined on
the Board of Selectmen by
Republican incumbents
Rocky Hayes, Michael
“Tow Truck” Paquin,
and Roy Simmons as well
as returning Democrats

Scott Pempek and Gloria
Marion. Republican
David Pomes also joins
the board as a newcom-
er. Democrats Carolyn
Riendeau, Michael
Morrill and  Kelly
Gozzola were elected
to seats on the Board
of Education along
with Republicans Chris

Stewart, Christopher
Steinbrick and Julie
Blouin. Democrats

Peter Vitale and Paula
Nalon were elected to
the Board of Finance
along with Republican
David Coderre. Democrat
Leonel Konicki, Jr. was
elected unopposed to the
Board of Assessment
Appeals. Democrat
Louise Brodeur and
Republican Peggy
McHugh earned seats as
Library Trustees. Finally,
Republicans Norm
Perron, Steven Gagnon
and Brian Maynard and
Democrat Kathy Noel-
Johnson won election
to the Special Services
District Authority.

Thompson: St.
Onge ticket fights off
Democrats, write-ins for
re-election

Thompson’s elections
were among the most
compelling of 2023, at
least in terms of the
Board of Selectmen race.
Incumbent Republicans
Amy St. Onge and
Suzanne Witkowski ran
for First Selectman and
Selectman respective-
ly but faced a challenge
from within their own
party as Republicans Bill
Warner and his running

mate Don Brown ran as
write-in candidates after
previous loosing in a
rare party primary. The
St. Onge ticket won out
at the primary despite
Warner and Brown
being endorsed by the
Thompson Republican
Town Committee. Many
of Warner’s slate ran
as write-ins although
none were victorious on
Elecdtion Day. St. Onge
and Witkowski also fend-
ed off a familiar chal-
lenger with Democratic
Ken Beausoleil running
for First Selectman
once again. Beusoleil
would retain his seat on
the Board of Selectmen
while his running mate
Geoff Bolte was the odd
one. Warner and Brown
earned 368 votes each in
an attempt to upset the
established nominees.
Renee Waldron and Scott
Antonson were each
elected Town Clerk and
Tax Collector respective-
ly with no competition.
Republicans Brian Lynch
and Nicola Chrzanowski
earned seats on the Board
of Finance. Republicans
Justin Yong and Kathleen
Herbert won seats for
Board of Education and
were joined by Democrat
Kristin Schultz after a
counting error revealed
she had received more
votes than the initial
winner, fellow Democrat
Sheryl Horniak who was
left as the low vote get-
ter and did not earn a
seat. Scott Faunce and
James  Niedzialkoski
earned spots on the
Board of Assessment

CLOTHING
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many followers now that
just know that I do this
and every year it gets big-
ger. We always have some
new people that show
up that hear about it for
the first time, too. I just
feel like it’s important to
make sure our children
are warm and to me it’s
just something small I
can do for the community.
I enjoy doing this and, to
me, it’s just really import-
ant,” said Kempain.

The numbers for Cocoa
for Coats were not avail-
able for this story, how-
ever the event has tra-
ditionally been a huge
success and even halfway

through the day coats had
filled the clothesline set
up for hold the donations.
Those in Putnam in need
of warm coats can con-
tact the Putham Family
Resource Center at 860-
963-6940 or visit https
www.putnamschoolsct.
org/putnam-family-re-
source-center to learn
more about the Center’s
programs.

Not far down the road
at the Woodstock Trading
Post, the Woodstock
Democratic Town
Committee was holding
their own fundraising
effort, a boot drive to ben-
efit TEEG. Greg Kline,
head of the Woodstock
DTC and coordinator of
the boot drive, touted the
success of the 2023 event

as one of their most suc-
cessful.

“We had wonderful
supporters and volun-
teers, and I would say
the donations are strong.
This turns out to be a
really nice location for
this event. It’s a huge
need in the community.
We know the number of
individuals and families
that TEEG has served
annually in Woodstock
just keeps going up, so
we know that the need is
there,” said Kline.

The event was, indeed,
a record year for the DTC
which collected more
than 125 pairs of boots
and around $1220 eclips-
ing the previous records
of around 90 boots and
$950 set in 2022. All pro-

For Advertising Information
Call 860-928-1818 Ext. 326
email: mikaela@villagernewspapers.com
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ceeds and donations will
not be turned over to
TEEG which will work
to connect them with
locals in need. Those in
Woodstock, Pomfret and
Thompson in need of
warmth or other resourc-
es can contact TEEG at
860-923-3458 or visit www.
teegonline.org for more
information.

Appeals. Michael Krogul,
who was cross endorsed,
was the high vote get-
ting for Planning &
Zoning Commission fol-
lowed by Republicans
Russell Robin and Ryan
Cournoyer and Democrat
David Poplawski.
Republican Jason St.
Onge earned a seat as
a Planning & Zoning
Alternate. Krogul was
also the high vote getter
for the Water Pollution
Control Authority
and will be joined by
Jeffrey Beaurline and
Kenneth Sabourin on
that board. Republicans
Michael Meehan was
the high vote-getter
for Zoning Board of
Appeals followed by fel-
low Republican Sandra
O’Neil and Democrats
Daniels Santerre and
Brian Loffredo. Dianne
Lenky was unopposed for
an alternate seat for that
board. Finally, Mary Fatsi
and Linda Jarmolowicz
earned spots as Library
Trustees.

Woodstock: Swan wins
re-election, board of
selectmen unchanged

TheBoard of Selectmen
in Woodstock will remain
unchanged follow-

ing Election Day with
Republican Jay Swan
winning another term
along with his running
mate Chandler Paquette
and Democrat Kathryn
McDonald. Democratic
First Selectman candi-
date Charlene Perkins
Cutler received the few-
est votes and won’t join
the board. Republican

Nora Valentine won
a contested race for
Tax  Collector over

Democrat Deana Pajak.
Democrat Frederick
Chmura and Republicans
Michele Woz and Philip
Parizeau earned seats
on the Board of Finance
while Republican
Marilyn Barker earned
a seat as an alter-
nate. Democrat Adam
Keser and Republicans
Amber Gould and Hans
Frankhouser were
elected to the Board of
Education. Planning
& Zoning Commission
seats went to Republicans
Timothy Young, Dean
Gould, Jeffrey Marcotte,
and Mark Blackmer as
well as Democrat Aaron
Farbo. Democrat John
Day, Jr. and Republican
Dwight Ryniewicz were
elected as Planning &
Zoning Alternates.

TWINS
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“Mrs. Churchill is
always staying late to
ensure that her students
are taken care of and
can succeed,” said junior
Kate Ritzau. “Now, we
can’t wait to see her per-
form as the incredible
musician that she is. 'm
really proud of her!”

An hour’s drive south
from WA, Motola has
been directing the band at
Norwich Free Academy
for 12 years, and her stu-
dents are excited to watch
her in the parade.

“They want to hear
all about the behind-
the-scenes details (like

&W@@/

Funeral Homes and Crematory

rehearsals at 1 am. and
marching two miles at 144
bpm),” said Motola, “and
they’re very proud to
have their director repre-
senting their school and
state.”

WA Centaurs & NFA
Wildcats alike will be
cheering on the America’s
Band Directors Marching
Group when they make
their way down 34th
Street on Nov. 23, in
front of a crowd of more
than 25 million televi-
sion viewers and throngs
of parade-goers. The
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade airs on NBC and
streams live on Peacock
from 8:30 a.m.-noon on
Thanksgiving morning.
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“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

Eva & Leonard Gilman

Ian'rem:e& Arlen Beflerose

“A century of dedication, compassion and guidance.”

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory

104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 »

860-928-7723

GilmanAndValade.com

TOWN OF THOMPSON

scale ground mount solar array, Zoning

50-04B),

Subdivision for

(2)

new

the Court of Probate, District of North-

Planning and Zoning Commission
LEGAL NOTICE

At the Thompson Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting to be held on
Monday, November 27th, 2023, at 7:00
PM in the Merrill Seney Community
Room in the Thompson Town Hall, 815
Riverside Drive, North Grosvenordale,
CT 06255 and via ZOOM, a Public
Hearing will be held on the following
Application:

PZC 23-50 Applicant Eastwood
Thompson 49 LLC, property owner
of O Riverside Drive, Map 61, Block
88, Lot 16, Zone DMRD, 54.27 Acres
request to the construction of a large-

Regulations Article 14, 275.5.
Approved for a Pub/ic Hearing on
November 28th, 2023.

Respectfully submitted.

Joe Parodi-Brown, Chairman

Files may be reviewed at the Planning
and Zoning Office

November 17, 2023

November 24, 2023

TOWN OF WOODSTOCK
At the November 6t 2023 meet-
ing of the Woodstock Inland Wetlands
& Watercourses Agency, application
09-23-02 was approved, with condi-
tions: 94 Plaine Hill Road (MBL 5781-

Single- Famlly Homes. Mark Parker,
Chairman

On November 9th, 2023, the
Woodstock Wetlands Agent granted
agent approval for the following appli-
cations: 10-23-01, 27 Loyola Road
(MBL 6393-65-96), Frank Halle for
John Napoletano, teardown & new
Single-Family Home, with conditions.
Dan Malo, Wetlands Agent.
November 17, 2023

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Albert LaFleur, AKA
Albert G. LaFleur (23-00401)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge of

east Probate Court, by decree dated
November 8, 2023, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Gail LaFleur
c/o MARK BROUILLARD, ST ONGE
& BROUILLARD, 50 ROUTE 171,
WOODSTOCK, CT 06281
November 17, 2023
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

DAYS OF

Our BIGGEST dollar
discount EVER ends
on NOVEMBER 27!

every window*

$1,051 OFF'

every patio & entry door*

+ S0 Down, 0 Payments
0% Interest

An affordable gift for yourself that
you’ll enjoy for decades to come!

Our Project Consultants excel at
building your window and door
project to fit your budget needs.
And with our easy pay options and
amazing financing, replacing your
windows and doors won't affect your
plans this holiday season.

Shoddy vinyl windows can be more
costly than you think.

You may think you're saving money
with low-cost vinyl windows, but they’ll
likely need to be replaced again in a
few years. So, how much are you really
saving? With our composite Fibrex®
windows, you won't have to think
about this project again for decades.?

We’re very particular about who
installs our windows and doors.

A poorly-installed window or door not
only looks bad, it can cause problems
like leaks, drafts and mold. We put your
custom windows and doors in the most
trusted hands. Our Certified Master
Installers are specially trained by us and
only install windows and doors for us.

Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

e RENEWAL

959-456-0067 ‘ / by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 3 or more. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 11/27/23 with the
purchase then occurring on or before 12/7/23. ?No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available from third-party lenders to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance Charges will be assessed
if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. *See limited warranty for details at https://www.renewalbyandersen.com/homeowner-help/warranty. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by
Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. Rl 36079. Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England.
All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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