
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
L E I C E S T E R 

— Members of  the fire 
department recently 
visited local students at 
their summer program to 
share fire safety tips.

On July 31, Leicester 
Fire Department per-
sonnel stopped by the 
elementary school to 
greet kids participating 
in the district’s annual 
Extended School Year 
program.

The fire safety session 
enabled students to tour 
a fire truck; learn about 
LFD protective equip-
ment; ask questions of  
firefighters; and even 
spray water at targets 

from a hose.
Additionally, kids 

learned about what to do 
in the event of  a fire, as 
well as tips for preventing 
fires.

“The partnership 
between our schools 
and the Leicester Fire 
Department couldn’t 
be better. They teach so 
much more than fire safe-
ty; they teach life lessons 
that our students will 
remember forever,” said 
Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Brett 
Kustigian. “LFD always 
goes the extra mile, and I 
am grateful for the count-
less firefighters who vol-

unteer their time to work 
with our students.”

LFD firefighters always 
enjoy the opportunity to 
meet youngsters and help 
them get started early on 
fire safety education. The 
summer sessions help 
build on programming 
that takes place during 
the school year, officials 
said.

“Public education is 
so important when try-
ing to prevent fires in the 
home,” said Jonathan 
Plante, who serves as an 
instructor with the fire 
department.

School leaders thank 
Melissa McCormick, a 

district team chair who 
serves as the coordinator 
of  the Extended School 
Year program. 

This year’s summer 
program enrolled approx-
imately 100 kids, who 
enjoyed three-hour ses-
sions during four days 
weekly. Participants are 
able to take part in aca-
demic activities, crafts, 
and fun community pro-
grams like the fire safety 
lessons.

“We are lucky to have 
the fire department 
come here every year,” 
McCormick told the New 
Leader.
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School 
officials 
prepare to 
move into 
renovated 
DPHS 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — With construc-

tion work proceeding on sched-
ule over the summer at David 
Prouty High School, it’s almost 
time for school officials to fur-
nish the new facility.

Prouty’s new gymnasium, 
classroom wing, and track facil-
ities are all on schedule to open 
in time for the upcoming school 
year. Several projects took place 
over the summer to finalize the 
new spaces for the start of  class-
es.

“The David Prouty High School 
building project is on target, and 
has received what is needed to 
occupy the space,” said Spencer-
East Brookfield Regional School 
District Superintendent Paul 
Haughey. “A final walkthrough is 
planned later in the month by the 
fire department and inspection-
al services of  the town, and we 
should be able to begin moving 
in shortly thereafter.”

After all approvals have been 
secured, furnishings and other 
items will be moved into the new 
facilities. 

In recent weeks, crews also 
performed abatement and dem-
olition work on the school’s old 
academic wing. This will allow 
for further work on the site to 
take place.

Nick Pimentel, a construc-
tion representative for Colliers 
Engineering and Design (the 
project’s OPM), detailed sever-
al final projects that were com-
pleted throughout the summer. 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — Riders 

from throughout the 
nation descended on 
central Massachusetts 
last weekend for the 
annual Pan-Mass 
Challenge. 

Held on Aug. 2 & 
3, the event brought 
together thousands 
of  riders, volunteers, 
and guests in support 
of  the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute.

“The PMC is a fully 
supported bike-a-thon 
that provides rid-
ers with fundraising 
tools and guidance; 
meals and snacks at 
hub sites; water stops 
along routes; and 
mechanical and medi-
cal assistance,” read a 
statement released by 
PMC leaders.

The PMC offers 14 
routes of  varying dis-
tances to participants. 
Several local riders 
train throughout the 
year to be ready for 
the big weekend, with 
some participants 
accepting the chal-
lenge of  an extended 
ride.

“As always, I ride 
for the angels above 
us and the warriors 
among us,” said West 
Brookfield’s Jessica 
Piwowarski, a long-
time member of  Team 
De-Feet Cancer. “I ride 
for hope, for change, 
for a cure.”

P i w o w a r s k i ’ s 
employer, Landry’s 
Bicycles, took on a 
larger role this year in 
support of  the PMC at 
three major hub sites: 
Sturbridge, Wellesley, 
and Bourne.

“This has been a 
huge undertaking for 
me as the PMC liaison 
for Landry’s. I am so 
lucky that I get to com-
bine something I’m so 
passionate about with 
a job I love and my love 
for bikes,” Piwowarski 

told the New Leader. 
 
Now in her 12th year 
of  PMC participation, 
Piwowarski carried 
117 names on her bike 
this year. Her team-
mates and supporters 
also honored those 

who lost their battles 
with cancer, as well 
as those currently 
fighting the disease. 
 
The PMC raises more 
money for charity 
than any other single 
athletic fundraising 

event in the country. 
All funds raised by 
the event support the 
Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, a world lead-
er in adult and pedi-
atric cancer treatment 
and research.

“Each summer, 
thousands of  riders 
and volunteers from 
43 states and 12 coun-
tries participate in 
the PMC,” read the 
statement released by 
event leaders. “One 
hundred percent of  
all rider-raised funds 
go directly to cancer 
research and treat-
ment at Dana-Farber 
and the Jimmy Fund.”

The PMC is Dana-
Farber’s single largest 
supporter. Since 1980, 
the event has raised 
roughly $1.05 billion 
for Dana-Farber.

To learn more about 
the PMC and how 
you can join the fight 
against cancer by mak-
ing a donation, visit 
www.pmc.org. After 
arriving at the web-
site, you can search for 
a rider, team, or volun-
teer; read their stories; 
and make a donation 
to support their goals.

Event leaders thank 
all volunteers, spon-
sors, supporters, and 
riders who make the 
PMC possible each 
year.

Additionally, all 
public safety agencies 
involved in the event 
are thanked for their 
efforts. Several police 
departments across 
the state, as well as 
members of  the State 
Police, team up to 
ensure security along 
the course.

Leicester Fair 
set for Sept. 20

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
LEICESTER — With the return of  school fast 

approaching – and days getting shorter again – local 
crafters and growers are getting ready for the always 
busy autumn festival season.

The Route 9 corridor features several fun fall tradi-
tions each year, including the beloved Leicester Harvest 
Fair held on the Town Common.

This year’s fair is set for Saturday, Sept. 20, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Dozens of  crafters, food vendors, and 
performers will make the day memorable for guests of  
all ages at the event, held rain or shine. Local organiza-
tions, agencies, and officials will also stop in to say hello 
to families, including first responders, library leaders, 
and representatives of  other town departments.

“The Harvest Fair Committee works long and hard 
all year to put on a fun-filled, educational event. Their 
dedication and focus to detail is obvious throughout the 
fair,” said Select Board Chairman Doug Belanger. 

After two consecutive years of  rainy, windy weather, 
guests are hopeful for a bright fall day on the Common. 
The event will once again feature special displays and 
exhibits, as well as local students and Scouting groups 
getting involved.

Officials thank festival organizers and volunteers 
for their hard work in making the event a success each 
year. Local students also enjoy the opportunity to vol-
unteer, help crafters unload, greet guests, and showcase 
programs at their schools.

“I always look forward to the Harvest Fair. This 
year, our students will be promoting our five Career 
Technical Education programs: nursing, culinary, elec-
trical, building and property maintenance, and early 
education and care,” said Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Brett Kustigian.

Additionally, local guests are thanked for their strong 
support of  area crafters each year, not only at Harvest 
Fair but events throughout the region. 

“I am consistently impressed with the number of  
volunteers and the community spirit generated by the 
fair,” Kustigian added. “It’s a great day for Leicester 
and our neighboring communities. My favorite part is 
judging all the scrumptious baked goods in the morn-
ing. I wish every day could start like this.” 

Guests are reminded to follow all parking regulations 
and restrictions around the Common, as the event typi-
cally draws a large crowd. 

Additional information about the fair will be posted 
to the town Web site.

Turn To SAFETY page     A14

Turn To DPHS page     A14

Riders descend on region for 
Pan-Mass Challenge

Courtesy

Riders support the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute with their participation in the annu-
al Pan-Mass Challenge.

Kevin Flanders & Courtesy

Firefighters offer safety tips
 to local campers
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — Following another chal-

lenging budget season in communities 
across the area, officials are ramping 
up calls for major changes to state edu-
cation funding formulas.

The Chapter 70 program, a formu-
la-driven system, provides state aid to 
public schools to support operations. 
But officials throughout the state say 
the system is broken, placing added 
pressure on already strained municipal 
budgets.

“Spencer-East Brookfield, like a lot 
of  school districts, does not get big 
increases in Chapter 70,” said Spencer 
Selectman Ralph Hicks, a former school 
superintendent. “The burden falls back 
on the communities, and we end up 
behind the eightball.”

Municipal leaders statewide have also 
expressed frustrations with increases 
in the “required local contribution.” 
This represents the annual amount 
communities are mandated by the state 
to pay for education.

“It’s unfair to see substantial increas-
es. Every year they tell you what has to 
be raised, and it makes it hard to run 
a town when you have no choice but to 
pay it,” Hicks added. “If  you don’t pay, 
the state will take it out of  the town’s 
local aid.”

Officials said the state formulas 
are especially problematic for towns 
like Spencer and East Brookfield that 
belong to rural, regional school dis-
tricts. With recent increases in funding 
demands imposed on communities by 
the state, several towns have struggled 
to afford the min-
imum amount of  
the required local 
contribution.

“Any formu-
la that is going to 
increase a required 
payment by more 
than 2.5 percent per 
year creates struc-
tural deficits in the 
town’s finances,” 
said Spencer Town 

Administrator Jeffrey Bridges. “The 
annual required contribution the Town 
of  Spencer must provide between the 
Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District and Bay Path Regional 
Vocational School increases year to 
year by more than what the town can 
raise by the entire 2.5 increment in 
taxation.”

Additionally, with students able to 
choose alternate vocational schools, 
towns are often left covering the costs 
of  both tuition and transportation, offi-
cials said.

“Additional Chapter 70 aid helps the 
school, but does not relieve the town 
of  the crushing increases in the local 
required contribution,” Bridges said.

Added Bridges, “The Commonwealth 
just approved a $60.9 billion bud-
get. Approximately $7.6 of  that goes 
toward pre-k to grade 12 education. Is 
this the level of  commitment necessary 
to properly provide for the education of  
the youth of  Massachusetts?”

In May, a pair of  Proposition 2 ½ over-
ride requests failed at Spencer’s Annual 
Town Election. One of  the questions 
(defeated by a margin of  1,039-473) asked 
whether voters support authorizing the 
town to assess an additional $1,348,390 
in real estate and personal property 
taxes to fund several departmental 
expenses. These included $830,000 to 
meet the state-mandated required local 
contribution for school funding.

Several other local communities 
and school departments have also 
faced difficult budgetary decisions in 
recent years. This past spring, North 
Brookfield school officials outlined sev-
eral budget reductions slated for the 
current fiscal year. Staff  realignments 
and offsets yielded a total savings of  
$225,344, including a salary reduction 
for the high school principal position 
from $128,000 to $115,000.

“You’re seeing more and more com-
munities that are going for overrides 
every year. Some are successful and 
some are not, but they’re constantly 
trying to find more money to support 
their school districts,” North Brookfield 
Public Schools Superintendent Tim 
McCormick told guests during a budget 
hearing earlier this year.

As local funding obligations continue 
to increase – and town officials and res-
idents alike warn that the demands are 
unaffordable – many leaders insist that 
changes in state formulas are necessary 
to ensure that major cuts aren’t made in 
educational programming and staffing.

“I am entering my 17th year as a 
school superintendent in central 
Massachusetts. Having worked in two 
different districts (regional and munic-
ipal), school funding has always been 
– and continues to be – one of  the 
biggest challenges superintendents 
face,” said Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Brett Kustigian. “The 
constant increase in expenses, coupled 
with uncertainty in state and feder-
al budgets, makes school budgeting 
incredibly challenging.”

TO PLACE AN AD:
MikAELA ViCTOr

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
LEGAL NOTiCES:
(508) 909-4127
SUBSCriPTiON SErViCES:
kErri PETErSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PriNT AN OBiTUArY:
E-MAiL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMiT A LETTEr 
TO THE EDiTOr:
E-MAiL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

The Spencer New Leader (USPS#024-927) (ISSN 1945-6603 ) is published weekly 
by Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical postage 
paid at Southbridge, MA and additional mailing office(s). POSTMASTER: Send 
address changesto Spencer New Leader, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.

PrESiDENT AND PUBLiSHEr

FrANk G. CHiLiNSki 
860-928-1818 ExT. 103

 frank@salmonpress.news

BUSiNESS MANAGEr

rYAN COrNEAU 
860-928-1818 ExT. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news

OPErATiONS DirECTOr

JiM DiNiCOLA 
508-764-6102

jim@stonebridgepress.news

EDiTOr

BrENDAN BErUBE

508-909-4101
news@stonebridgepress.news

PrODUCTiON MANAGEr

JULiE CLArkE 
508-909-4105 

julie@villagernewspapers.com

Spencer new Leader
pubLiShed by 

Stonebridge preSS

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Real estate

SPENCEr ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
None
EAST BROOKFIELD
$85,000, 108 Rice Rd, Cormier & 

Sons Const & Hm, to Kobel, Denise.

LEICESTER
$1,500,000, 145 Clark St, Bonner, 

Derek, to Leicester Storage LLC.
$439,900, 5 Victoria Dr #33, 

Briarcliff  Estates Sv LLC, to 
Siequist, Jean.

$260,000, 1024 Stafford St #1024, Dp 
Property Holdings LLC, to Njenje, 
Rithina, and Minja, Rose.

$50,000, 452 Pine St, Pmz 
Development LLC, to Carbonneau, 
Edward J.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$575,000, 118 Oakham Rd, Turning 

Pt Hm Buyers LLC, to Shipman, 
Samuel T, and Shipman, Jilian M.

$390,000, 76 Old East Brookfield Rd, 
Kristen A Lofgren T, and Lofgren, 
Kristen A, to Sands, Wilfred I.

$390,000, 78 Old East Brookfield Rd, 
Kristen A Lofgren T, and Lofgren, 
Kristen A, to Sands, Wilfred I.

SPENCER
$805,000, 13 Pleasant St, Kab 

Properties LLC, to M L Novia Realty 
LLC.

$462,000, 15 Smithville Rd, Hunt, 
Justin A, and Kheim, Samantha M, 
to Jwanowski, John P, and Dzindolet, 
Dong L.

$430,000, 42 Northwest Rd, 
Summers, Karen W, to Gonsalves, 
Jacob W, and Woodworth, Emily E.

$400,000, 40 Brooks Pond Rd, 
Brooks Pond Road Rt, and Petrozzi, 
Sara, to Fwp Realty Partners LLC.

$399,000, 40 Irving St, Hamel, 
Joseph, and Hamel, Dorothy, to Ross, 
Brett A.

$389,900, 49 Church St, Kay, Ralph 
W, and Kay, Ada I, to Black Dog 
Rentals LLC.

$175,000, 31 Clark St, Parmenter, 
Sharon H, and Phh Mortgage Corp, 
to Gl Foss LLC.

$10,000, Wilson Ave, Beford, Janet, 
to Myhaver, Luke, and Lacaire, 
Margaret.

WARREN
None

WEST BROOKFIELD
$565,000, 20 Central St, Pennie, 

David M, and Pennie, Cheryl A, to 
Aa & Z LLC.

Paxton-Area 
Seniors announce 
bus trip to Maine

PAXTON — On Wednesday, Sept. 17 at 8:30 a.m., the Paxton-
Area Seniors Bus Trip is slated for a special treat.  After an 
early lunch at Jonathan’s, a cherished Ogunquit, Maine, din-
ing spot since 1976, our destination is Kennebunkport’s famed 
Seashore Trolley Museum where we can visit three carhous-
es filled with beautiful restored trolleys and more.  Visit the 
Restoration Shop, explore the trolley exhibit halls, tour some 
trolleys (more than 320 are in their collection, reconditioned 
or in various stages thereof) and have a ride on their care-
fully-restored century-old streetcar on their private heritage 
railroad and top it off  with a visit to the museum store.   And 
the brand new Maine Central Model Railroad Building.  They 
also have a year-round satellite museum, National Streetcar 
Museum, located in Lowell, Mass.

Once our Trolley Museum visit is complete, we will board 
Intown Trolley’s open-air trolley for a 60-minute narrated 
sightseeing tour of  Kennebunkport and region.  Highlights 
are President H.W. Bush’s summer estate at Walker’s Point, 
Saint Anthony’s Franciscan Monastery, stunning sandy 
beaches, Spouting Rock, Blowing Cave, local shops, hotels and 
restaurants.  Learn firsthand the best local places to shop, 
stay and dine, thanks to our knowledgeable guide.  Light 
amount of  walking on this trip.  

Lunch at Jonathan’s in Ogunquit consists of  a house 
salad, then your choice of  Chicken Piccata (boneless chicken 
sauteed with lemon, capers, butter and wine); Lemon Baked 
Scrod with lemon, beurre blanc and seasoned crumbs; or 
Roast Pork Loin finished with natural pan gravy.  Cap off  this 
delicious meal with chef ’s choice of  dessert with coffee and 
tea.

Enroute home, we will make a brief  stop at the Seabrook, 
New Hampshire Rest  Area; we are slated to arrive back in 
Paxton between 8:15 and 8:30 p.m..

 
The $157 per person price covers the day’s events except 

for driver’s gratuity; a lovely lunch menu at highly-regarded 
Jonathan’s Restaurant with attractive gardens and grounds 
in Ogunquit (last year we even had a few minutes of  enter-
tainment (jokes) by one of  the waiters!, then the exhibits, 
trolley cars and our trolley ride around Seashore Trolley 
Museum’s acreage, finishing the afternoon with the Intown 
Trolley guided tour around Kennebunkport and area as 
described above.

For information and reservations, call Deb Grensavitch at 
508.754.6366 or email her at grensavitchd@aol.com.  Please 
make per person $157 payment out to Paxton FOCOA and mail 
it , along with your choice of  entree(s), to Deb Grensavitch, 88 
Laurel St., Paxton, MA 01612-1234.  Payment is due Aug. 27, 
and is non-refundable unless ticket(s) can be re-sold.  We hope 
you’ll join this friendly group of  travelers!

Officials call for changes in 
state education funding formula
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER — The 

Massasoit Art Guild 
(MAG) is gearing up for 
an annual celebration 
of  artists and their cre-
ations.

The 22nd annual MAG 
Art Show and Sale will 
take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 11, and Sunday, Oct. 
12. Both programs will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Spencer Town 
Hall (located at 157 Main 
St.).

“Mark your calendars 
and come join us. See 
the diverse and beauti-
ful art and photography 
created by members of  
the Massasoit Art Guild,” 
read a statement released 
by event organizers.

The program is free to 
the public. A reception 
will be held on Oct. 11 
from 1-3 p.m. An awards 
ceremony will take place 
that same day at 2 p.m. 

The event will also 
include a raffle table fea-
turing prizes donated 

by guild members and 
local business owners.  

Moreover, a sales table 
will allow guests to pur-
chase fine art prints, 
cards, and other items 
from guild members. 

Live music will be pro-
vided by P. E. James on 
Oct. 11 from 1-4 p.m. 

This year’s judges for 
the show are artist Ella 
Delyanis and photogra-
pher Ron Rosenstock. 

Delyanis, an award-win-
ning pastel and oil artist, 
shows her work in exhib-
its throughout the north-
east. Most recently, she 
received the Pan Pastel 
Award at the CT Pastel 
Society’s “Renaissance in 
Pastel” 2024 national jur-
ied exhibit. 

“You can also see Ella’s 
work in many corporate 
collections. In addition 
to painting, she is a cer-
tified art teacher and 
currently teaches draw-
ing and painting classes 
for adults and children 
at the Worcester Art 
Museum,” read the state-
ment released by orga-

nizers. “She also offers 
private and semiprivate 
lessons: https://elladely-
anis.com.”  

Rosenstock studied at 
Goddard College, where 
he received a Master 
of  Arts degree in pho-
tography. Since 1967, he 
has taught photogra-
phy primarily at Clark 
University. 

“Ron has published 
six books of  his pho-
tos and authored many 
articles on the art and 
craft of  photography. He 
appeared on WGBH night-
ly news in Boston and on 
cable programs around 
New England,” the pro-
motional statement read. 
“Ron has exhibited in 
over one hundred shows 
worldwide, most recently 
at The National Museum 
of  Iceland.”

Rosenstock’s work is 
also in permanent col-
lections at several ven-
ues, including the Fogg 
Art Museum, Worcester 
Art Museum, MIT, and 
the International Center 
of  Photography. He is 

a current member of  
the North American 
Nature Photographers’ 
Association.

To learn more about 
Rosenstock, visit https://
www.ronrosenstock.com.  

If  you have questions 
about the upcoming art 
show, please send an 
email to: massasoitart-
guild@gmail.com. 

The show is 
supported in 
part by a grant 
from the Spencer 
Cultural Council, 
a local agency that 
receives support 
from the Mass 
Cultural Council.

MAG leaders 
thank all guild 
members for their 
ongoing support, 
as well as local 
officials and busi-
nesses for their 
help in making 
the show a suc-
cess.

“The Massasoit 
Art Guild was 
established in 

2002 to bring together a 
small group of  artists to 
share and support each 
other in their creation of  
art. After 23 years, MAG 
has grown to 122 mem-
bers from over 20 towns 
in New England and 
beyond,” the promotional 
statement read.

For this year’s art 
show, artists will be able 

to enter up to four pieces 
in a special challenge cat-
egory: “Nighttime.” The 
entry window opens on 
Aug. 15, and the deadline 
for entry is Sept. 28.

To learn more about 
the guild and how you 
can get involved, visit 
www.massasoitartguild.
com. 
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BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

While Supplies Last

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products During 

the Tax Holiday August 9th 
 When you bring this ad

 See our website
 for a large 
selection!

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends Aug. 16, 2025

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

The family of Edward Perry
wish to express their

 gratitude for the generous 
donations 

made in his memory
 to the West Brookfield 

Rescue Squad 

Frost announces Fiscal Year ‘26 Chapter 90 
funding for the 7th Worcester District

Town FY2026 Chapter 90 Formula FY26 Road Miles Total FY26 Chapter 90 Funding  Comparison to FY25 Chapter 90 Funding
Auburn $ 602,773.75 $ 322,131.94 $ 924,905.69 + $319,879.79
Charlton $ 622,206.32 $ 419,940.30 $ 1,042,146.62 + $421,870.94
Leicester $ 422,336.32 $ 278,258.19 $ 700,594.51 + 278,140.78
Millbury $ 418,604.23 $ 236,375.56 $ 654,979.79 + $235,180.80
Oxford $ 503,405.68 $ 303,525.09 $ 806,930.77 + $303,084.18
H.4307 has advanced to the Senate for its consideration.

BOSTON — State Rep. 
Paul K. Frost (R-Auburn) 
is pleased to announce 
the 7th Worcester 
District is scheduled 
to receive a grand total 
of  $4,129,557.38 in state 
Chapter 90 funding assis-
tance for local transpor-
tation infrastructure as 
part of  a $1.185 billion 
transportation bond bill.

House Bill 4307, An 

Act financing long-term 
improvements to munic-
ipal roads and bridges, 
was given preliminary 
approval by the House of  
Representatives on July 
23, when it was engrossed 
on a vote of  156-0. The 
bond bill still requires 
Senate approval and 
Governor Healey’s signa-
ture before the funding 
can be finalized.

Frost said, “One of  
the biggest issues I hear 
about is concern regard-
ing local roads. This pro-
gram is fundamental in 
improving and maintain-
ing roads and bridges in 
our towns. I have always 
supported more funding 
for local roads as this is 
another important form 
of  local aid.”

Funded annually, the 

Chapter 90 program pro-
vides municipalities with 
reimbursements to aid in 
offsetting costs associat-
ed with local transporta-
tion infrastructure proj-
ects. Communities can 
utilize the funding for the 
construction, repair and 
maintenance of  roads 
and bridges, as well as 
related street lighting, 
traffic signalization and 

sidewalks.
Frost notes that the 

House bill calls for a $300 
million statewide alloca-
tion for the Chapter 90 
program for Fiscal Year 
2026, with $200 million 
to be allocated to cities 
and towns using the tra-
ditional three-prong for-
mula that is based on the 
weighted average of  each 
community’s local road 

mileage (58.33 percent, 
population (20.83 percent) 
and employment (20.83 
percent). The remaining 
$100 million will be allo-
cated based strictly on 
local road mileage.

Under the House bill, 
the towns of  the 7th 
Worcester District are set 
to receive: 

Massassoit Art Guild gears up for annual Art Show 

EAST BROOKFIELD — With summer starting to wind down, guests of  all ages 
are enjoying fun programs at East Brookfield Public Library before the start of  
school.

Story-time sessions are available to children ages six months to six years old. 
Participants are able to play games, listen to stories, and create art projects to take 
home. 

Sessions are held on Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. Caregivers are required to stay with 
their children during each session (one adult caregiver is required for every two 
children).

The library’s Book Talk Group meets on the first Tuesday of  every month at 11 
a.m. Stop by the library and pick up the book in advance. 

Patrons are welcome to still pick up the book even if  they are not attending the 
discussion.

The library’s Adult Knitting Group meets on Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. All skill 
levels are welcome. Please bring a current project, or check out the library’s many 
pattern books for inspiration.

A Pokemon Go Club meets every Monday at 10 a.m. Players must have their own 
devices to play on. Children and adults are welcome to participate. 

“This is a friendly group; we play to have fun. Children under the age of  12 must 
be accompanied by an adult,” read a statement released by the library.

To learn more about upcoming programs and activities, please contact the library.

Spend the waning days 
of summer at  

East Brookfield Library
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 8/8 & SATURDAY 8/9

STEAMERS
AFTER 5:00 PM

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $22.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 8/31/25

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 
Specials

Summer Dinner Series
Lobster Feast- 2 dates added •September 5 and 7

Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers  • Cauldron Clam Fritters
In the Barn: Starter & Salad, Salem Cross Garden Salad 

• Fresh Damariscotta Steamers • Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits
What You’re Really Here For…Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobsters , 

Howe’s Farm Corn on the Cob
Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert

ATLANTA, Ga. — Victor 
Moisan of  Leicester earned 
the distinction of  Faculty 
Honors for Spring 2025 at 
the Georgia Institute of  
Technology. This designa-
tion is awarded to under-
graduate students who 
have earned a 4.0 academic 
average for the semester.

Learn about Georgia 
Tech’s goal to attract, retain, 
and inspire more students 
by visiting Transforming 
Tomorrow: The Campaign 
for Georgia Tech, and read 
more about Georgia Tech’s 
accomplished scholars 
on Gold Letters: A Spotlight 
on Student Achievement.

The Georgia Institute 
of  Technology, or Georgia 
Tech, is one of  the top pub-
lic research universities in 
the U.S., developing leaders 
who advance technology 
and improve the human 
condition.

The Institute 
offers business, comput-
ing, design, engineer-
ing, liberal arts, and sci-
ences degrees, as well 
as professional devel-
opment and K-12 pro-
grams for fostering success 
at every stage of  life. Its 
more than 53,000 under-
graduate and graduate 
students represent 54 U.S. 

states and territories and 
more than 146 countries. 
They study at the main 
campus in Atlanta, at 
instructional sites around 
the world, and through dis-
tance and online learning.

As a leading technolog-
ical university, Georgia 
Tech is an engine of  eco-
nomic development for 
Georgia, the Southeast, 
and the nation, conduct-
ing more than $1 billion 
in research annually for 
government, industry, and 
society.

For more information, 
visit gatech.edu.

SPENCER — The 
Spencer Police 
Association invites com-
munity members to sup-
port its fifth annual golf  
tournament next month.

The event is set for 
Saturday, Sept. 20, at 
Quail Hollow Country 
Club in Oakham. The 
program will include a 
day of  golf, raffles, con-
tests, and a BBQ dinner—
all while supporting com-
munity causes.

This annual fundrais-
er allows the Spencer 
Police Association to 
give back to the com-
munity in several ways. 

These include awarding 
college scholarships to 
local students; provid-
ing holiday gifts for the 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District 
Christmas party; and 
donating Thanksgiving 
meals to families through 
the Spencer Food Bank.

Local assistance also 
allows officials to sup-
port several other com-
munity-based programs 
throughout the year.

“Whether you’re sign-
ing up a team, sponsoring 
a hole, or donating to our 
prize table, your involve-
ment directly helps us 

continue these efforts,” 
read a statement released 
by event organizers. “We 
truly appreciate the com-
munity’s continued sup-
port, and we look forward 
to another successful and 
fun tournament.”

Registration for the 
event starts at 7 a.m. A 
shotgun start will take 
place at 8 a.m.

The tournament cost is 
$125 per player.

To register for the 
event, or to learn more 
about the tournament, 
please send an email 
to: SpencerPoliceGolf@
gmail.com.

Victor Moisan earns 
faculty honors at 

Georgia Tech

Spencer Police 
Association holding 

annual golf tournament

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

TRUST
Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com

Hiring? 
Reach  
More 
Local Applicants

Rather than go online where you are bound to get applicants  
from all over the world who click on every open job, why not advertise local-

ly, where you will get qualified, local applicants for your local job.

Help Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (774) 200-7308

•The Auburn New
•Blackstone Valley Tribune
•Spencer New Leader 
•Southbridge News

•Webster Times
•Sturbridge Villager
•Charlton Villager

•Woodstock Villager
•Thompson Villager
•Putnam Villager 
•Killingly Villager
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

Just off  Main Street in downtown 
Monson, there’s an independent book-
store tucked into the Unitarian Church.

It’s been there all of  this century so 
far, but has no sign, no distinct name, 
not even many hours – just first Fridays 
5:30-7:30 p.m. and third 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. But it has person-
ality, especially if  you 
like the chance of  find-
ing books in a well-
stacked basement. Or, 
better yet, in the old 
“wine cellar” down 
the ramp behind that.

None of  the people 
who founded it in 1999 are still around, 
but Mary Gelezunas took up the baton 
of  running it as a volunteer back in 
2004. She’s not alone; she described its 
continued existence as “a labor of  love 
by volunteers who are all book lovers.” 
It’s also entirely reliant on donations – 
and gets quite a  few of  them.

“This is not Barnes & Noble,” she 
adds. “We have no control over what’s 
donated.”

On the flip side, she added, they see 
this as “a community service for people 
(for whom) going to Barnes & Noble 
would be cost-prohibitive.” Books are 
mostly 50 cents to $2.

Over the years, they’ve seen some 
quirky things come through. A 1950s 
home economics textbook. The original 
Alcoholics Anonymous book from the 
1930s. An 1890s History of  Germany 
that still had the stamp of  the Prescott 
Public Library – a town that’s been 
under the Quabbin Reservoir since 
the 1930s. A teaching atlas of  Latin 
American history. A first edition copy 
of  Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Various long out-
of-print books from private collections 
and estate donations.

“This place is dedicated to the art of  
browsing,” Gelezunas said, who noted 
the store has more than 10,000 titles. 

The Unitarian Church bookstore 
began in 1999 as an idea of  several 
church members, including then-select-
man Ed Harrison, who “built it with 
scrap lumber cobbled together.” One of  
those founders “used a bandsaw down 
there to cut the bindings off” books 
they didn’t sell and wanted to recycle.

Today, the church doesn’t have a Web 
site nor even its own phone number to 
save money. But the store still comes 
up online if  you google “Monson UU 
Church bookstore” or look at booksa-
lefinder.com. Its hours are still the same 
as they were on a Facebook post from 
June 2019.

To find the books, you have to go 
through the church’s main hall, which 
is festooned with another of  the 
church’s quirks – it houses a regional 
club for sewing machines, both elec-
tric and pedal-driven. Several of  those 
machines are semi-permanently on dis-
play around the room, with several of  
them more than a century old and from 
foreign countries. Most of  them are still 
useable, and when the club meets, they 
get used.

Beyond that, you’ll go up the ramp, 
take a right and find a steep staircase 
down. At the bottom, the sign says 

“watch your step,” but tall people real-
ly should watch their heads. Passing 
through that doorway brings you into a 
bibliophile’s world of  wonders. 

The first section is mysteries, but 
browsing through the place, you’ll find 
pretty much everything – fiction, sci-
ence, religion (mostly not your typical 
spirituality), kids’ books and biogra-

phy. Make your way 
through the white door 
and down a second 
ramp into the “wine 
cellar,” and there’s still 
more, including history, 
art, science fiction and 
fantasy, among other 
things.

With the rise of  the 
internet, many people 

buy only what they’re specifically seek-
ing (and maybe what some corporate 
algorithm recommends), but miss out 

on the possibility of  the unexpected 
finds a small store can have. 

“The appearance of  Amazon.com 
in 1995 led to a significant decline 
in the number of  independent book-
stores in the United States, leading 
many analysts to predict the demise 
of  the sector,” reported Ryan Raffaeli 
of  Harvard Business School in his 
2020 paper ‘Reinventing Retail: the 
Novel Resurgence of  Independent 
Bookstores.’ “However, between 2009 
and 2018 independent bookstores proved 
to be far more resilient than expected. 
The American Booksellers Association 
(ABA) reported a 49% percent growth 
in the number of  “indie” booksellers, 
from 1,651 in 2009 to 2,470 in 2018.”

To counter Amazon and other 

big-business competition, Raffaeli 
observes, “A core segment of  book-buy-
ing consumers who drive sales in inde-
pendent bookstores is attached to the 
bookstores’ communal identity. When 
a consumer shops at an independent 
bookstore, they are reinforcing a set of  
beliefs that they have about themselves 
and their ability to contribute to the 
economic welfare of  their local com-
munity.” 

The paper’s online at https://www.
hbs.edu/ris/Publication%20Files/20-
068_c19963e7-506c-479a-beb4-bb339c-
d293ee.pdf.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

GUS
STEEVES

ReadeR’s
JouRney

The bookstore in the basement is “not Barnes & Noble”

Gus Steeves

Mary Gelezunas emerges from the Monson Unitarian Church after last Friday’s bookstore 
closing time.

The stairs down to the bookstore. Watch your head!
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No matter what stage of  your life 
you’re in — caring for children, work-
ing toward retirement or planning your 
legacy — unforeseen events like a job 
loss, a major illness or even a stock 
market drop could derail what you’re 
working so hard to achieve financially.

With your future at stake, you may 
want to get guidance from a financial 
professional who can develop a person-
alized financial strategy to help you 
navigate life’s curveballs.

Here are specific ways a financial 
advisor can help.

Create a customized long-term strat-
egy. This is the first step to weather 
unforeseen events. You may have sev-
eral long-term investing goals — your 
retirement, your child’s education or 
perhaps a dream vacation. A financial 
advisor can help you build a strategy 
specific to your goals and risk tolerance. 
This will include prioritizing those 
goals, building a path toward each and 
pivoting your strategy as markets shift 
and needs change.

Set realistic expectations. Successful 
investing requires discipline and 
patience — most individual investors 
make their money over time, not over-
night. Start by setting realistic time-
lines to reach each of  your goals. And 
don’t be surprised if  you need to make 
trade-offs, like working an extra year to 
help fund your retirement dream home. 
It’s realistic to expect you’ll hit some 
bumps in the road. Perhaps the markets 
will drop and the value of  your portfolio 
may follow. (It’s also realistic to expect 
they will rebound, as they have histor-
ically. Of  course, past performance of  
the markets is no guarantee of  what 
will happen in the future.) A financial 
advisor can help you keep your emo-
tions in check no matter what comes 
your way and stay focused on the long 
term, knowing you have a customized 
strategy in place.

Diversify your investments. The 
foundation for your portfolio is your 
asset allocation, or how you divide your 
assets among stocks, bonds, cash and 
other investments. Different invest-
ments behave differently in various 
market conditions, so maintaining a 
good mix can help better weather mar-
ket fluctuations than putting “all your 
eggs in one basket.” Finding the right 
diversification mix, and keeping it bal-
anced despite what the market does, can 
get complicated, but it’s almost second 
nature for a good financial advisor. All 
investments do carry risk, and asset 
allocation doesn’t ensure a profit or pro-
tect against loss in a declining market.

Keep a long-term outlook. It’s easy to 
become distracted by the latest head-
line, expert prediction or market swing. 
However, if  these events don’t change 
your long-term outlook, there probably 
isn’t a reason to make changes to your 
strategy. In fact, these declines often 
present good opportunities if  you’re a 
long-term investor, so use them to your 
advantage — your financial advisor can 
show you how.

Keep your emergency savings 
well-funded. This is your “rainy day” 
fund, and an unexpected event may 
constitute a rainy day. For most people, 
maintaining three to six months of  
total expenses in emergency savings 
is appropriate. The specific amount 
depends on factors like your risk of  
unexpected expenses or temporary loss 
of  income, and how much you value 
being confident that you can weather 
financial emergencies. A financial advi-
sor can help you determine what your 
emergency savings should look like. 

Unexpected events are part of  life. 
You can’t predict them, but you can pre-
pare for them. No matter what is going 
on around you, having a professional by 
your side can help set you up to navi-
gate them confidently.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.

VIEWPOINT
OpiniOn and cOmmentary frOm Spencer, LeiceSter and the BrOOkfieLdS

Let a financial 
advisor help 
plan for life’s 

curveballs

Letters to the editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan BeruBe
editor

To the Editor:

My wife received a questionnaire 
and accompanying letter from the 
“non-partisan” Heritage Foundation, 
which she shared with me.  There were 
13 questions, and the foundation asked 
that she answer at least the first six 
brief  questions.  Rather than send them 
the responses plus their requested reg-
istration (plus tax-deductible gift), I 
decided to share what my responses 
would be to these six brief  questions.  I 
will try to be brief.

1)  How would you describe the cur-
rent levels of  taxation imposed on 
Americans?  

Which Americans?  Many of  the 
poor are already living in poverty 
and unable to own a house or build 
any equity.  Yet Trump’s tariffs are 
essentially a tax that impacts all of  
us, especially those already destitute.  
The Citizens United decision declared 
that corporations have the rights of  
individuals.  Yet many of  the wealth-
iest corporations pay virtually noth-
ing in taxes because of  very carefully 
constructed loopholes.  Donald Trump 
would not allow the public to see his 
income taxes, and the reason became 
clear when we eventually learned he 
paid incredibly little.

2)  Overall, do you believe 
Washington is spending too much 
money?  “Washington” is a pretty 
broad term.  Unfortunately, tremen-
dous sums are being spent to deal with 
frivolous law suits, military parades, 
and damages resulting from failure of  
the current administration to prevent 
adequate responses to disasters (such 
as firing critical personnel just before 
the onset of  the hurricane season).  
Does the sending of  immigrants to 
prisons abroad or detention centers 
such as “Alligator Alcatraz,” without 
due process and humane treatment, 
worth any supposed savings.  A man 
bringing his child to a daycare center 
in Oregon was recently arrested by 
ICE agents who drove up in unmarked 
cars, failed to  provide a warrant or any 
identification, and failed to provide the 
standard rights that help protect all of  
us from the tyranny of  an autocratic 
government.  How much is our democ-
racy worth?  Would you be willing to 
sell it for a 10% reduction in income 
tax?  Speaking of  tax deductions, the 
Heritage Foundation claimed that the 
gift to them would be tax-deductible.  
I have difficulty picturing them as a 
charitable organization.

3)  Do you see the federal govern-
ment as too large and powerful?  The 
framers of  our Constitution, worry-
ing about the risk of  a future pres-
ident declaring himself  a king and  
destroying representative government, 
thoughtfully placed checks and balanc-
es to limit the power of  the president 
or any one branch of  the government.  
Unfortunately, that balance of   power 
has been sorely weakened by a con-
servative majority of  the US Supreme 
Court that now has enabled a convict-
ed felon and sex offender to do the 
unthinkable, giving him the “right” to 

commit crimes without consequence 
supposedly in the pursuit of  his duties 
as President.  It appears that blatant 
disregard for the rules of  law or for 
the rights of  immigrants and citizens, 
as well as threats to our media and 
universities are now all part of  his job 
description, as well as using his  posi-
tion as President to blatantly accept 
bribes such as billions in investments 
in his family’s ventures, and gifts worth 
hundreds of  millions of  dollars.

4)  Do you believe that policy 
makers have drifted too far from 
Constitution principles that should 
guide American’s laws?  Are you kid-
ding?  Section 3 of  the 14th Amendment 
of  the U.S. Constitution clearly for-
bids those from ever holding office who 
have sworn to protect the Constitution 
yet “have engaged in insurrection 
or rebellion, or given aid or comfort 
to the enemies thereof.”  How many 
police were injured or killed trying to 
defend against that mob of  “patriots?”  
I believe giving a complete pardon to all 
attackers, regardless of  violent crimes 
committed, would qualify as a source 
of  comfort. 

5)  Do you think that Republicans in 
Washington can be doing more to rep-
resent US. conservatives and lead the 
way for limited government and lower 
taxes?  They appear to be doing a great 
job of  representing the wealthiest of  
the wealthy, passing a “beautiful bill” 
that will give huge tax deductions to 
wealthy individuals and corporations.  
How are they doing that?  Raise the 
debt ceiling and cut funds for medical 
research, environmental protection, 
Medicare, Medicaid, and the social 
support that many in this country and 
abroad need.  Pollution of  the water we 
drink, the air we breathe, the food we 
eat, and the few remaining pristine wil-
dernesses we cherish does not appear 
to be a relevant cost to consider.  Many 
of  the states that voted for Trump will 
suffer the greatest consequences, with 
health care access being one the first 
casualties.  By now, most Americans 
appreciate the seriousness of  the cli-
mate crisis, yet the Trump adminis-
tration is forcing the EPA to accept his 
denial and ignore the pending disaster 
of  global warming.  

6)  Are you concerned that the fis-
cal agenda enacted by Washington’s 
out-of-touch ruling class has made 
the American Dream unattainable 
for hardworking citizens?  Yes, I am 
concerned, because the out-of-touch 
ruling class is now a few billionaires 
with apparently enough money to buy 
elections and media companies, and 
sufficient lack of  scruples to ignore 
the suffering they cause.  Who elected 
Elon Musk to make decisions on how 
to spend money already appropriated 
by Congress to fight starvation, global 
warming, and threats to democracy 
here and abroad?  

What followed were seven “in depth” 
questions.  Deep in what?  I’ll let you 
use your imagination.

 
DaviD W. BroWn

north BrookfielD 

Deep in what, exactly?

To the Editor:

Picture this — you run a car compa-
ny named Toyota, and bought into the 
idea that because you sell a bunch of  
vehicles here, you should open facto-
ries here to make them, employing our 
citizens.  The president has suggested 
that other car companies should do 
the same. As CEO of  ACME car com-
pany, do you move ahead with building 
multi million dollar plants, building 
cars using 50 percent tariffed steel and 
aluminum, and 25 percent tariffed car 
parts, or keep making them elsewhere 
and selling them here at 15 percent 
tariff ?  Of  course, this scenario is 
based upon today figures, which we 
have come to realize, can change by 
any amount, on any given day.  There 
is risk associated with all business 
investment, but we are now officially a 
dice game.

Ever hear the term “emoluments?”  
Theoretically, it is a law that prohibits 
profiting from elected office, from for-
eign sources. (Theoretically, it is fine as 
long as sources are domestic.) A prime 
example of  this is Citizens United, 
where wealthy citizens and companies 
can use unrestricted funds to buy spe-
cial interests influence. Some emolu-
ments are subtle, like a Saudi Prince 
renting and entire floor of  Trump’s 
D.C. hotel his whole term.  Others are 
less subtle, like using Marine One to 
attend a dinner for the largest pur-
chasers of  his new crypto currency.  
One that continues to give is soliciting 
the gift of  a giant luxury jet, that even 
Qatar said was too expensive to fly or 
maintain, so that we can invest anoth-
er billion in it to become Airforce #1, 

donate it to his library, so we can pay to 
fly and maintain it in perpetuity.  Even 
if  he donated every dollar of  his salary, 
it is miniscule in comparison.

Among the other brilliant financial 
moves delivered so far.  DOGE has 
furloughed and accepted early retire-
ment of  125,000 employees. If  you have 
noticed that US Aid incinerated 500 
tons of  food not delivered to starv-
ing people, the Consumer Protection 
Agency is offline and National Park 
staff  severely cut back, not to worry, 
those folks are all still on the payroll 
‘til September, though not working. Did 
you happen to catch sight of  the cele-
bration for passage of  BBB, tax cuts 
for millionaires while taking food and 
healthcare from the poor.  Robin Hood 
in reverse.

In the meantime, Chief  Justice 
Roberts is lamenting the end of  the 
rule of  law.  Congress just confirmed 
a federal judge who has ignored court 
orders and instructed others to, and 
who 75 retire judges, say should never 
be a judge.  He passes Trumps loyal-
ty test, which everyone should real-
ize by now, over rules the constitu-
tion   Instead of  enforcing section #3  
of  the 14th Amendment, SCOTUS  has 
given him immunity from prosecution, 
and coupled with pardon power, makes 
him a dictator, especially since he now 
defines that immunity as go ahead and 
ignore the law.  Will you be fooled by 
holding back the worst of  BBB until 
after the ‘26 election? Based upon what 
I am seeing, I hope there will be one.

ken kimBall
BrookfielD

Great is too tough —  
make America good at least

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

The case 
for silence
We don’t get much silence any-

more. Even when the world is 
technically quiet, there’s the hum 
of  the refrigerator, the buzz of  
notifications, the constant chat-
ter in our heads. We’ve gotten 
so used to noise that the idea of  
sitting in a car with nothing but 
the sound of  the tires on the road 
feels almost rebellious.

Lately, we’ve realized how 
amazing real silence is. No radio, 
no podcast. Just us, our thoughts, 
and the steady rhythm of  driv-
ing. It has been a reset button we 
didn’t know we needed.

Science actually backs this up. 
A 2013 study published in Brain, 
Structure and Function found 
that periods of  silence, just two 
hours of  it, can help the brain 
generate new cells in the hippo-
campus, the part of  the brain 
linked to memory and emotion. 
Other research has shown that 
quiet time lowers cortisol (the 
stress hormone) and lets the 
brain shift from “react” mode to 
“reflect” mode. In short: silence 
isn’t empty, it’s restorative.

We live in a world that treats 
silence like a gap to be filled. We 
fill it with scrolling, streaming, 
playlists, background noise and 
anything to avoid just… being. 
But what if  the thing we’re avoid-
ing is the very thing our minds 
crave?

Driving in silence has become 
our version of  meditation. It’s 
where ideas show up uninvited. 
It’s where we notice the scenery 
we usually speed past. It’s where 
our brains, exhausted from the 
constant feed of  information, 
finally exhales.

Silence isn’t a luxury — it’s 
fuel. The more we give ourselves 
those pockets of  quiet, whether 
it’s in the car or just sitting at 
our kitchen table, we can feel our 
brains unclenching.

So, here is our challenge to you: 
turn off  the noise for ten min-
utes. Drive in silence and let your 
thoughts wander. In a world that 
keeps shouting for your attention, 
you might be surprised what you 
hear when everything else finally 
stops.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

FinanciaL  
Focus
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 8/4/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

AUGUST SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Sausage  
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Cheeseburger OR 
Cheeseburger Sub

 Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

+1.00 add bacon

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

Letters to the editor

To the Editor:
I do not remember hating people as a 

child. But I do remember when I experi-
enced pure hatred for the first time. 

One summer when I was five, my parents 
agreed to host a young woman from anoth-
er country for the summer. My grandpar-
ents, who were members of  a Unitarian 
church, learned about a recently widowed 
father who had been looking for a sum-
mer camp for his teenage daughter while 
he worked long hours. My grandparents 
thought that my parents could provide 
something even better, family living in the 
country, and he agreed. My parents were 
happy to host this young woman. So, in the 
summer of  1955, Rosa came to live with us. 
Rosa and I developed a strong bond that 
remarkable summer and my family and 
our entire neighborhood loved her. We 
enjoyed painting and coloring together, 
taking walks and she would read to me. 

One summer day, Rosa asked permis-
sion to walk uptown with me and visit 
our local library. My parents agreed. I 
was so excited! The library was one of  my 
favorite places to be, so we had a lovely 
time choosing books. As we left the library, 
chatting away, a group of  teens and an 
older adult stopped and stared at us. One 
boy called Rosa a word I had never heard 
before, and her face turned pale. They all 
shouted angry words at us and even spit on 
us. Rosa hurried me away and we walked 
home in silence. I did not understand what 
had happened, but instinctively, I knew it 
had hurt her, and I was frightened. When 
we returned home, I told my mother what 
happened and repeated the word to her. 
With great sadness, she hugged us both, 
and told me that it would be OK, but we 
never walked to town again that summer. 
Rosa and I have never lost touch and 
our bond remains strong. Discrimination 
remains in her life. That makes me sad.

As I transitioned into adulthood, dis-
crimination was being addressed in 
America by those in power passing new 
laws, by the leadership of  courageous 
men and women and protests by passion-
ate groups of  all ages. I was often told 
family stories of  my own ancestors from 
Ireland who were discriminated against 
for years and came to America because of  
the famine. In retrospect, it took years for 
America to develop laws and education to 
combat discrimination, hatred, and rac-
ism across our country. It is clear to me 
that in 2025, we traveled back in time to 
that unfortunate and ugly past. 

So, what is my message? It is simple. 
Hatred is destructive. Empathy, kindness 
and compassion are being flushed down 

the drain right now in favor of  cruel-
ty, thoughtlessness and extreme hatred 
directed toward people who are seen as 
the enemy because they do not fit into this 
new and strange American norm, but are 
immigrants looking for a new life, just like 
my grandparents and yours. I understand 
that not all coming to our country are here 
for a new life and there are those guilty 
of  serious crimes. However, many are 
labeled “illegals” and “criminals” by our 
current administration just because they 
are caught in a slow and ineffective path 
to citizenship, not because they have com-
mitted any crimes. Some who are in the 
U.S. legally oftentimes for years, holding 
responsible jobs or as graduate students 
are detained anyway. And, in a chilling 
reversal of  democracy, some are sent to 
other countries and prisons full of  torture, 
humiliation and pain without due process 
and with no hope of  ever returning to 
their families. This is the new America.

I have learned to respect differences in 
others. This took good role models in my 
life, education, the ability to listen, and 
the power of  empathy. Feeling empathy for 
others is not hard or unusual. I am positive 
that many of  you reading this will agree. 
Much has changed in America since Jan. 
20, which both alarms and saddens me. 
How do we change this destructive hatred? 
I wish I knew the answer, but I know we 
need to try to do better. The first step is to 
acknowledge the alarming changes we see 
every day as our beloved country is losing 
the freedom we took for granted. The next 
step is to organize and fight back. I and 
many others are doing just that.

Recently, while I was driving home on 
a small country road, I noticed a speed-
ing truck behind me. It pulled aggressive-
ly close, and its driver seemed incredi-
bly angry. I pulled over to let him go by. 
He gave me the finger while screaming 
derogatory words at me, swerving, gun-
ning the engine, and speeding away. This 
anger was not from the typical impatient 
Massachusetts driver we all know. It was 
raw, red-faced fury directed at me, meant 
to scare and intimidate. It occurred to me 
that anger and hatred seem the new norm, 
even in a small, rural community. The 
lingering question is: can we find a way to 
work together to bring back kindness, tol-
erance, community, empathy, fairness, and 
respect before it is too late? I do not have 
the answer, but I do know that I miss what 
America once was. I suspect that many of  
you feel the same.

Ann Toomey-DoAne
WesT BrookfielD

The day that hate is sent packing
Vivek Ranadivé, 

a software entre-
preneur and future 
NBA team owner, 
decided to coach 
his 12-year-old 
daughter’s middle 
school basketball 
team in Redwood 
City, California.

He didn’t grow up 
with the game, didn’t 
play it, didn’t know its 
culture—he just want-
ed to help. Vivek had 
a major problem—not 
only did he know noth-
ing about the game, 
but neither did his 
girls. Most of  them had 
never played a single 
minute of  organized 
basketball.

But Vivek wasn’t 
the type to do some-
thing halfway. From 
the moment he signed 
up, his goal was to win 
the state championship 
that season.

If  he had told any-
one, they might’ve 
laughed him out of  
the gym. But he start-
ed studying, watching 
games, trying to under-
stand how basketball 
worked—and the more 
he learned, the more 
something didn’t sit 
right.

After every score, 
teams would run back 
to the other end of  
the court, settle into 
formation, and wait 
to play defense. It was 
tradition. It was how 
the game was done. 
But to Vivek, it seemed 
like an unnecessary 
surrender—giving the 
other team a free pass 
for most of  the court. 
Why retreat when you 
could press?

Without breaking 
a single rule, Vivek 
taught his team a strat-

egy called full-
court press: 
to stay on top 
of  their oppo-
nents, disrupt 
every inbound, 
and apply pres-
sure at every 
pass. It wasn’t 

illegal. But he was 
breaking unwritten 
rules.

“Learn the rules like 
a pro, so you can break 
them like an artist.” — 
Pablo Picasso

And by the end of  
the season, that little 
team of  underdogs 
was breaking all the 
unwritten rules—and 
was winning big.

Top performers don’t 
follow rules—they 
rethink them. Research 
at Harvard Business 
School and Columbia 
shows that people who 
break norms (non-
conformists) are often 
perceived as more pow-
erful and more compe-
tent. One study found 
that entrepreneurs 
who take strategic 
risks and ignore con-
ventional advice are 
more likely to create 
successful ventures 
than those who play it 
safe.

The girls weren’t 
great dribblers, 
couldn’t shoot from 
distance, and had no 
height advantage. But 
they had something 
nobody else did: an 
unconventional strat-
egy and unwavering 
attitude.

As the first games 
kicked off, Redwood 
City stunned oppo-
nents with how quick-
ly they scored—and 
how consistently they 
pressed.

They jumped out to 
early leads—4-0, 6-0, 
even 12-0. One game 
ended with them lead-
ing 25-0 before the 
other team even scored. 
Instead of  retreating 
after scoring, they hus-
tled back, applied pres-
sure on every inbounds 
pass, and swarmed 
players off  the ball. 
Teams used to long 
periods of  transition 
now found themselves 
stuck in chaos before 
they could cross mid-
court.

Opposing coaches 
fumed on the sidelines. 
One even confronted 
Vivek in the parking 
lot, furious that this 
“skinny foreign guy” 
was defying tradition—
and winning. Every 
whistle signaled a bar-
rage of  fouls called on 
Redwood City—refer-
ees seemed determined 
to break them. But the 
girls adjusted. Instead 
of  folding, they learned 
to play without press-
ing at times, weaving 
traditional basketball 
in between the chaos.

Through all the 
drama, they stayed 
unbeaten in most of  
their regular season. 
They won the local 
league, then the region-
als, then advanced 
deep into the Northern 
California tourna-
ment. Each win built 
their stamina, sharp-
ened their cohesion, 
and deepened belief  
in the system and each 
other.

By season’s end, 
Redwood City had 
stormed through 
their local league and 
advanced all the way 
to the national Junior 
Basketball champion-

Break the rules!

TOBY
MOORE

PositiveLy 
sPeaking

Turn To POSITIVELY page     A10
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SUMMER IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
New Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
8/1 Seth Loconto

8/3  evan couture

8/8  Fender road

8/10  Sean FuLLerton

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$349.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL
TELEVISIONS,

MICROWAVES &
DISHWASHERS!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$799.99

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

GRILL
SALE!

Best prices of
the Year!Open Saturday 8am-9pm, Sunday 9am-9pm

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Harrington Auxiliary 
co-hosts annual 

“Driving it Ho(l)me” 
Car Show

BROOKFIELD — The Harrington Auxiliary and Center of  Hope Foundation 
co-hosted the annual “Driving it Ho(l)me” Car Show at Oakholm Brewery on July 
19. The sunshine and warm weather brought out 55 vehicles of  different makes, 
models, colors to participate in the event 

DJ Bruce Marshall from the Valley’s Classic Hits, 97.7 FM, provided oldies 
music throughout the day and food trucks were available to satisfy every appetite. 
Oakholm Brewery offered the perfect brews to slake the thirst of  all the car buffs. 
Spectators and vehicle owners had the opportunity to vote for their favorites in 
several categories.

Fran Banfill earned 1st place in the General Motors category and Ronald Messier 
copped 2nd place.

Ford 1st place went to Bill Dyer, and Jack and Anne Deel captured 2nd place.        
Angelo LoConto took 1st place Mopar; Ken Keyes was awarded 2nd place.
First place Open Class went to David and Lynne Banks; Mike Paschetto took 

2nd place Open Class.
Best in Show 2000 and up was awarded to Brian Leavitt. Scott Kowalyshyn won 

Best Truck in Show, and vehicle entrants in the show and spectators voted Brian 
Treitman People’s Choice.

The Harrington Hospital Auxiliary and Center of  Hope Foundation extend sin-
cere gratitude to the participants, spectators, vendors, food trucks, and Oakholm 
Brewery for its support for 
this event.

Harrington Auxiliary, 
established in 1932, is a 
non-profit organization 
of  dedicated and impas-
sioned volunteers whose 
mission is to support 
and enhance the excel-
lent services provided by 
UMass Memorial Health - 
Harrington Hospital.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Do we have your 
attention? 

Print Advertising is a  
very powerful medium and can  

deliver strongly for you business.  
Consumer immersion in trusted content has 

a massive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness
of its associated advertising. Media attention scores as applied 

to regular consumers of each medium, with print newspapers 
topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by regional 
print newspapers (76%).  www.StonebridgePress.com
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Tomatoes on the vine 
are an irresistible pal-
ate pleaser of  summer-
time.  Gardens burst-
ing with the bright red 
fruit, conjure up visions 
of  fat tomato sandwich-
es, fresh colorful salsa, 
and pots of  thick tomato 
gravy.  There’s no doubt 
about it, delicious, home 
grown tomatoes are plentiful this time 
of  year.  However, no matter how many 
creative dishes you may come up with, 
it can be a challenge to use up a boun-
tiful crop of  tomatoes before they spoil.  

Read on for some ways to keep  just- 
picked tomatoes fresh, and how to prop-
erly freeze them to enjoy the fruits of  
your labor for months to come.

**
To chill or not to chill: My whole 

adult life, I have never put tomatoes 
in the refrigerator, much to the cha-
grin of  well-meaning family and friends 
who will automatically stash the fruit 
(especially when cut) in the fridge for 
me.  That said, I know tomatoes lose 
some flavor when chilled, but never 
really knew why.  Is it just the coldness 
that dulls the flavor or is there more to 
it?

Turns out, the cold air has a negative 
effect on the tomato that goes beyond 
flavor. When stored below 55 degrees 
F, the low temperature damages the 
tomatoes cell membranes and disrupts 
the enzymes responsible for producing 
flavor and smell.  Thus, refrigerated 
tomatoes can not only lose flavor, but 
become mealy or even mushy – to the 
point that even letting them sit in the 
sun won’t bring back the flavor. 

**
Still not convinced tomatoes shouldn’t 

be chilled?  Here’s an excerpt from a 

study that Cornell 
University did sever-
al years ago:  “After 
storing whole toma-
toes in the refrigerator 
for seven days (at 39 
degrees), tomatoes lost 
some of  their supply 
of  substances that pro-
duce their characteris-
tic aroma, which is a 

key part of  their flavor. Three days of  
sitting at room temperature didn’t rem-
edy that, and a taste test by 76 people 
confirmed the chilled tomatoes weren’t 
as good as fresh tomatoes.” 

**
So how to store tomatoes at room 

temperature?   I used to put them on the 
windowsill to ripen (OK, I still do).  But 
according to experts you should keep 
them out of  direct sunlight, which 
can adversely affect the ripening pro-
cess.  Instead you can speed up the 
ripening process by placing tomatoes 
in a paper bag with an apple or banana, 
which produce ethylene gas.

Ripe, whole tomatoes should be stored 
stem side down at room temperature.

Cut tomatoes should be stored cut 
side down on a plate, and covered with 
a dish towel or paper towel to prevent 
flies.  

Note: Never wrap cut tomatoes in 
plastic or in a plastic bag, as they can 
get slimy within a few hours.

**
Freezing Tomatoes: If  you’re lucky 

enough to have too many tomatoes to 
use or give away, and don’t have the 
time or tools for canning or dehydrating 
them, freezing tomatoes are a practical 
option. 

Freezing Raw Tomatoes: Despite what 
you might have heard, it is possible to 
quickly freeze raw tomatoes without 

blanching them first. They may be fro-
zen without their skins or frozen whole 
with their skins. Frozen tomatoes are 
best used in cooked foods such as soups, 
sauces and stews as they become mushy 
when they’re thawed. 

Tomatoes should be washed before 
cutting. To wash, wet each tomato with 
water, rub its surface, rinse it with run-
ning water, and dry it with a paper 
towel. After washing, cut away the stem 
scar and surrounding area and discard 
it before slicing or chopping the tomato.

Washing tomatoes in a sink filled 
with water is not recommended since 
contaminated water can be absorbed 
through the fruit’s stem scar. The use 
of  soap or detergent is neither recom-
mended nor approved for washing fruits 
and vegetables because they can absorb 
detergent residues.

Tomatoes may be frozen whole, sliced, 
chopped, or pureed. Additionally, you 
can freeze them raw or cooked, as juice 
or sauce, or prepared in the recipe of  
your choice. Thawed raw tomatoes 
may be used in any cooked-tomato rec-
ipe. Do not try to substituted them for 
fresh tomatoes, however, since freez-
ing causes their texture to become 
mushy. Tomatoes should be seasoned 
just before serving rather than before 
freezing; freezing may either strengthen 
or weaken seasonings such as garlic, 
onion, and herbs.

Preparation. Select firm, ripe toma-
toes for freezing. Sort the tomatoes, dis-
carding any that are spoiled. Wash them 
in clean water as recommended above. 
Dry them by blotting with a clean cloth 
or paper towels.

**
Freezing Whole Tomatoes with 

Peels: Prepare tomatoes as described 
above. Cut away the stem scar. Place the 
tomatoes on cookie sheets and freeze. 
Tomatoes do not need to be blanched 
before freezing. Once frozen, transfer 
the tomatoes from the cookie sheets 
into freezer bags or other containers. 
Seal tightly. To use the frozen tomatoes, 
remove them from the freezer a few at 

a time or all at once. To peel, just run a 
frozen tomato under warm water in the 
kitchen sink. Its skin will slip off  easily. 

**
Freezing Peeled Tomatoes: If  you pre-

fer to freeze peeled tomatoes, you can 
wash the tomatoes and then dip them in 
boiling water for about 1 minute or until 
the skins split. Peel and then freeze as 
noted above.

**
Lifespan: To extend the lifetime of  

frozen tomatoes and all frozen foods it’s 
imperative to maintain good quality by 
packaging foods in material intended 
for freezing and keep the temperature 
of  the freezer at 0 degrees F or below. It 
is generally recommended frozen toma-
toes be eaten within about eight months 
for best quality. 

**
Win a Three Course Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month (or 
whenever I receive enough tips for 
a column) will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 131 
across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful hint or handy 

tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

CALL NOW 
to schedule your appointment 

for TAX FREE WEEKEND AUG 9-10

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO25C0408CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Holly Ann Hevy
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by 
Holly Ann Hevy of North Brookfield 
MA requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:
Holly Ann Hastings

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 08/26/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 28, 2025 
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
August 8, 2025

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, September 9, at 6:00 p.m. at 
the West Brookfield Town Hall, to act 
on an application for a Special Permit, 
for William and Jennifer Roberts, for 
the property located at 93 Lake Shore 
Drive, West Brookfield.  The applicant 
wishes to demolish the existing garage 
and rebuild a new garage.  A special 
permit is required as per section(s) 
-1.5 Nonconforming structures (a) (et 
al).

August 8, 2025
August 15, 2025

LEGAL NOTICE
The annual report of the Warren Rural 
Improvement Association is available at 
the address noted below for inspection 
by any citizen who so requests within 
180 days after publication of this notice 
of availability.  
Warren Rural Improvement Association

c/o Linda Cunningham
P.O. Box 1315

Warren, MA 01083-1315
The principal manager is 

John J. Dyjak, Pres.
Linda Cunningham, Treasurer

August 8, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO24P3872EA
MOTION TO STRIKE OBJECTIONS 
OF JOSHUA VELAZQUEZ
Estate of Pamela Jeanne Velazquez
Date of Death: 11/29/2023
To all interested persons:
A Motion to Strike has been filed by 
Jeremie L Witlin  of Woonsocket, RI
requesting that the Court to strike the 
objections of Joshua Velazquez and to 
enter a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested in 
the Motion.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Jeremie L Witlin  of Woonsocket 
RI be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve With  Personal Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of  
the Motion from the Petitioner or at the 

Court. You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you or your  
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before: 
8:30am on August 13th, 2025
August 8, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P2260EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Donald J Makowski
Date of Death:  02/03/2025 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for   Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative h has been filed by 
Carla Erickson  of Warren MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Carla Erickson  of Warren MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
08/19/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 

followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 171, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 8, 2025

Vertex Towers, LLC would like to place 
on notice the proposed construction of 
an installation consisting of a 140’ (145’ 
including all appurtenances) mono-
pole tower known as Spencer locat-
ed at 42°14’31.96” north latitude and 
71°58’44.0” west longitude near 46 
Greenville Street, Spencer, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts 01562. If you 
have any concerns regarding historic 
properties that may be affected by this 
proposed undertaking, please contact: 
Abby McKay, Lotis Environmental, 
LLC, at McKay@TheLotisGroup.
com or (509) 387-0700. In your 
response, please include the proposed 
undertaking’s location and a list of the 
historic resources that you believe to 
be affected along with their respective 
addresses or approximate locations.”
August 8, 2025

LEGALS

ship tournament! 

In the end, Redwood City didn’t win 
the national championship. They came 
up short in the final rounds. But by 
then, the point had already been proven.

A team of  middle school girls with no 
height, no elite skills, and no basketball 
pedigree had made it to the biggest stage 
in the country for teams their age—by 
doing what nobody else dared to do. 

They didn’t cheat. They didn’t bend 
the rulebook. But they did break the 

unwritten rules—the ones that say, 
“This is how the game is supposed to 
be played.”

They rewrote the script. And almost 
won it all.

Because sometimes, if  you want to 
win—if  you want to slay the giants, 
shatter the odds, or change the game—
you don’t follow the rules.

You break them.

With intention. With intelligence. 
With guts.

And sometimes, that’s enough to 
change everything.

POSITIVELY
continued from page     A7

Keeping the Flavor of Vine Ripe Tomatoes

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners since 1988 
Fully licensed and insured 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Filter Your Water with 
a Reverse Osmosis  

Under Sink 
Or Countertop System

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

774-200-4880
 Business 8925 A1 

Journeyman Lic.1364 
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

TopB.E.A.S.T2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield,MA

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Summer heat may have 
you seeking comfort from 
a nearby shade tree. You 
immediately experience 
as much as a 15 to 20 

degree drop in tempera-
ture and enjoy the relief  
it provides.

Bring this shady relief  
home by looking for ways 

to include trees in 
your landscape. First, 
monitor patterns of  
sun and shade on and 
around your home 
throughout the day 
and throughout the 
year as the angle and 
position of  the sun 
changes. Observe the 
impact your home, 
neighboring homes, 
sheds and existing plant-
ings have on the sunlight 
reaching your landscape. 

 Consider providing 
welcome shade where 
needed during the hot-
test hours of  the day 
and weeks of  the year. 
Look for opportunities to 
plant trees where you can 
make a difference in your 
comfort and money spent 
cooling your home. 

 Plant trees, if  space 
allows, near those areas 
where you spend time out-
doors. Shading patios and 
decks makes them more 
inviting on a hot summer 
day. Deciduous trees that 
drop their leaves in win-
ter allow you to soak up 
some welcome sunshine 
during the cooler months 
of  the year.

 Maximize the cooling 
benefits to your home 
by planting trees on the 

east and west side of  your 
house. Shading the roof, 
walls and windows great-
ly reduces heat gain and 
energy needed to cool 
your home. Since about 
75 percent of  the heat 
gain in a building comes 
through the windows, 
shading them can great-
ly increase your comfort 
and reduce money spent 
cooling your home. Once 
again, deciduous trees 
provide needed shade in 
summer and allow warm-
ing sunlight into homes 
during the cooler months.

Don’t overlook paved 
areas near your home 
that greatly impact the 
air temperature. Shading 
paved drives and 
walks reduces heat 
absorbed that is released 
back into the surround-
ing air. Lowering the 
temperature of  the space 
around your home helps 

lower the indoor tem-
perature.  

 Shading an air condi-
tioner can increase its 
efficiency by as much 
as ten percent, reducing 
energy use and saving 
you money. If  space is 
limited, consider plant-
ing a shade-producing 
shrub or vine trained 
on a trellis. Be sure to 

provide space around the 
unit for needed airflow.

 
Avoid underground 

and overhead utilities 
when planting trees. Tall 
trees that eventually 
grow into the wires or 
structures may interfere 
with utilities and power 
transmission, creating 
a real hazard. Improper 
placement results in 
pruning that ruins 
their beauty or requires 
removal, eliminating any 
benefit they provided. 
Always call 811 as you 
plan new plantings and at 
least three business days 
before placing the first 
shovel in the ground. It 
can help reduce the risk 
of  injury and avoid the 
inconvenience that can 
happen when you dam-
age an underground util-
ity. 

 Consult your local uni-
versity extension service 
and energy company for 
plant selection and place-
ment recommendations 
for your area. Those 
living in wildfire prone 
areas need to also consid-
er fire-safe landscaping 
practices. 

 No room to plant 
trees on your property? 
Consider joining the local 
tree board or other tree 
planting group. Adding 
trees to your commu-
nity can help you and 
your neighbors create a 
healthier, cooler environ-
ment that everyone can 
enjoy. 

 Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
instant video series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Plant a bit of shade

Melinda Myers

Norway maples providing shade and cooling the yards, side-
walk and street.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, JULY 24
12:12 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 

Street), verbal warning; 12:49 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Stafford Street), resolved; 
2:45 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
citation issued; 8:45 a.m.: summons 
service (Woodland Road), unable to 
serve; 8:50 a.m.: municipal security 
alarm (Main Street), call canceled; 
8:55 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), mv 
towed; 9:31 a.m.: ambulance (South 
Main Street), transported; 10:32 a.m.: 
erratic operator (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 11:11 a.m.: mv stop (Soojians 
Drive), citation issued; 11:20 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
2:52 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 4:06 p.m.: welfare check 
(Reservoir Street), call canceled; 5:22 
p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 5:39 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Auburn Street), referred; 5:52 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken 
to; 7:04 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians 
Drive), spoken to; 7:18 p.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), Laura E. Ticehurst, 
38, 148 Leicester Street, Unit B, 
Auburn, default warrant, distribution 
Class B drug, shoplifting by asporta-
tion, arrest; 10:05 p.m.: disturbance 
(Towtaid Street), spoken to.

FRIDAY, JULY 25
12:33 a.m.: ambulance (McCarthy 

Avenue), transported; 12:37 a.m.: dis-
abled mv (Stafford Street), mv towed; 
12:56 a.m.: welfare check (Ingram 
Road), assisted; 1:32 a.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 5:20 a.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 7:55 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 9:03 a.m.: welfare check 
(Craig Street), assisted; 9:06 a.m.: lar-
ceny (Chapel Street), report taken; 
10:36 a.m.: ambulance (Boyd Street), 
transported; 11:12 a.m.: suspicious 
mv (Charlton Street), gone on arriv-
al; 12:45 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Victoria Drive), served; 12:57 
p.m.: keep the peace (Carleton Road), 
resolved; 1:42 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Main Street), unfounded; 4:49 p.m.: 
welfare check (Main Street), assisted; 
6:12 p.m.: assist other PD (Pleasant 
Street), services rendered; 6:45 p.m.: 
restraining order service (South Main 
Street), served; 7:44 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 8:52 p.m.: disturbance (Folsom 
Street), gone on arrival; 10:39 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Brickyard Road), resolved.

SATURDAY, JULY 26
12:25 a.m.: ambulance (Parker 

Street), transported; 12:41 a.m.: dis-
turbance (Brickyard Road), unfound-
ed; 1:16 a.m.: disturbance (Brickyard 
Road), resolved; 7:42 a.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 11:53 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 1:47 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street, Spencer), trans-
ported; 3:31 p.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), assisted; 5:02 p.m.: ambulance 
(Soojians Drive), transported; 5:22 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Pleasant Street), resolved; 
5:36 p.m.: animal complaint (Soojians 
Drive), referred; 7:45 p.m.: disturbance 
(Pleasant Street), unfounded; 8:34 p.m.: 
assist other PD (South Main Street), 
no action required; 11:57 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning.

SUNDAY, JULY 27
12:13 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

name and address redacted from police 
log, unlicensed operation, uninsured 
mv, op w/suspended registration, 
speeding, criminal application issued; 
11:28 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 12:06 p.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:27 p.m.: 
investigation (Main Street), report 
taken; 1:14 p.m.: assist citizen (Paxton 
Street), report taken; 1:51 p.m.: mv stop 
(Baldwin Street), written warning; 2:00 
p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 5:21 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 8:48 p.m.: ambulance (Marble 
Street, Worcester), transported; 9:05 
p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 11:50 p.m.: ambulance 
(King Street, Worcester), transported.

MONDAY, JULY 28
12:48 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 12:52 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), citation issued; 1:09 
a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), written 
warning; 1:27 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 1:39 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
3:19 a.m.: assist other PD (South Main 
Street), services rendered; 3:56 a.m.: 
residential alarm (Woodland Road), 
investigated; 7:24 a.m.: disturbance 
(South Main Street), peace restored; 
7:33 a.m.: commercial alarm (Paxton 

Street), false alarm; 9:04 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), spoken to; 9:32 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 9:42 
a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 10:01 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/sus-
pended license, no inspection stick-
er, criminal application issued; 10:30 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 10:35 a.m.: mv stop (River 
Street), spoken to; 11:29 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), spoken to; 1:20 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Pleasant Street), assist-
ed; 2:30 p.m.: mv stop (Peter Salem 
Road), written warning; 3:58 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
4:21 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 5:04 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 5:05 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
6:07 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 
Worcester), transported; 7:31 p.m.: 
threats (Chapel Street), report taken; 
8:15 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 8:22 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 8:46 p.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), verbal 
warning; 8:57 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), assisted; 9:19 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Stafford Street), resolved; 9:22 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 9:23 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Stafford Street), resolved; 
10:07 p.m.: mv  stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), spoken to; 10:32 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Stafford Street), assisted; 
11:45 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning.

TUESDAY, JULY 29
7:58 a.m.: assist citizen (Mill Street); 

8:20 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 8:49 
a.m.: assist other PD (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 9:08 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, unlicensed operation, 
marked lanes violation, criminal appli-
cation issued; 10:02 a.m.: suspicious 
mv (Water Street), spoken to; 10:50 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 11:35 a.m.: ambulance (South 
Main Street), transported; 12:04 p.m.: 
welfare check (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), resolved; 12:28 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Franklin Street, Worcester), call 
canceled; 2:29 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 4:04 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 4:26 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Spencer), transport-
ed; 4:41 p.m.: assist other PD (Waite 
Street), services rendered; 8:35 p.m.: 
disturbance (Water Street), spoken 
to; 8:56 p.m.: debris in road (Henshaw 
Street), resolved.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30
12:10 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 12:17 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:26 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 
Street), false alarm; 3:15 a.m.: dis-
abled mv (Dale Street), services ren-
dered; 3:42 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 4:12 a.m.: 
debris in road (Pleasant Street), ser-
vices rendered; 4:28 a.m.: suspicious 
mv (Soojians Drive), services ren-
dered; 8:49 a.m.: arrest warrant ser-
vice (Collier Avenue), Jonathan Robert 
Boisclair, 28, 26 Collier Avenue, Cherry 
Valley, straight warrant, arrest; 10:36 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken 
to; 10:45 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
spoken to; 10:50 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Collier Avenue), name and address 
redacted from police log, possession 
Class A drug, possession Class E drug, 
criminal application issued; 12:39 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), name 
and address redacted from police 
log, negligent operation/injury from 
mobile phone use, criminal applica-
tion issued; 2:04 p.m.: welfare check 
(Pleasant Street), assisted; 3:28 p.m.: 
erratic operator (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), resolved; 4:58 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street, Worcester), trans-
ported; 8:37 p.m.: disturbance (Craig 
Street), assisted; 9:11 p.m.: disturbance 
(Charlton Street), Kyle E. Rochefort, 
39, 70 Charlton Street, Rochdale, b&e 
of  vehicle/boat in nighttime to com-
mit a felony, threatening to commit a 
crime, arrest.

0

Spencer Police Log 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 23
1:40-2:35 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:48 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Mechanic Street), c/o barking dog; 
6:42 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 6:43 a.m.: FID card 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
7:09 a.m.: fire alarm (Wilson Street), 
referred; 8:33 a.m.: medical/gener-

al (North Spencer Road); 9:50 a.m.: 
suspicious mv (Prospect Street), 
investigated; 10:18 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (East Charlton Road), loose dog 
found; 10:20 a.m.: citizen complaint 
(Meadow Road), re: road block w/no 
detail; 11:10 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 1:35 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Chestnut Street), 
investigated; 1:54 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (Chestnut Street), resolved; 3:08 
p.m.: mv repossessed (Main Street), 
info rec’d; 4:05 p.m.: mv lockout (Howe 
Village), assisted; 4:46 p.m.: citizen 
complaint (Main Street), c/o panhan-
dlers; 5:18 p.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Church Street), James E. Woodbury, 
49, 37 Church Street, Spencer, war-
rant, arrest; 5:33 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (West Main Street), inquiry 
re: lost cat; 5:35 p.m.: disturbance 
(Jolicoeur Avenue), resolved; 6:00 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Smithville Road), 
loose dog; 6:20 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Pleasant Street), req. escort/retrieve 
belongings; 6:24 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Smithville Road); 6:36 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Gold Nugget Road), req. wel-
fare check; 6:43 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (Meadow Road), investigated; 8:13 
p.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
9:03 p.m.: juvenile matter (Pleasant 
Street), re: two runaways; 9:09 p.m.: 
disturbance (Mechanic Street), neigh-
bor dispute; (total daily mv stops – 0).

THURSDAY, JULY 24
12:56 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 

response not noted on police log; 5:45 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Paxton Road), 
investigated; 6:46 a.m.: 911 call (Bell 
Street), accidental; 7:33 a.m.: residen-
tial alarm (Lincoln Street), services 
rendered; 8:41 a.m.: medical/general 
(Ash Street); 9:07 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Cherry Street), rep. brother missing; 
9:13 a.m.: medical/general (Smithville 
Road); 10:04 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), re: Facebook issue; 
10:05 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), rep. extortion; 10:50 a.m.: DPW 
call (Main Street), trash in road; 11:32 
a.m.: restraining order service (Maple 
Street); 1:08 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Maple Street), c/o raccoons; 1:32 p.m.: 
disturbance (Maple Street), resolved; 
1:39 p.m.: restraining order service/2 
(West Main Street); 3:04 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Mechanic Street), c/o harass-
ment from neighbor; 3:36 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), spoken to; 
3:56 p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic 
Street), rep. poss. restraining order 
violation; 7:33 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Cherry Street); 8:07 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Main Street), mv vs goose; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

FRIDAY, JULY 25
1:28 a.m.: suspicious mv (Lakeshore 

Drive), investigated; 1:49-2:01 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 6:01 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Greenville Street), referred; 6:41 
a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 12:00 p.m.: intelligence/drugs 
(Maple Street), info taken; 12:31 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Borkum Road), re: sus-
picious letter; 12:51 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Main Street), resolved; 1:15 
p.m.: officer wanted (North Spencer 
Road), re: substance on road; 1:37 p.m.: 
fraud (West Main Street), report taken; 
1:51 p.m.: RV complaint (Lakeshore 
Drive), erratic operator/boat; 2:50 p.m.: 
assault (West Main Street), John J. 
Nelson, 59, 85 Oxford Road, Charlton, 
assault & battery w/dangerous weap-
on, assault & battery on person over 
60 or disabled, arrest ; 3:24 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Main Street), rep. dog 
in mv; 4:15 p.m.: accident (Mechanic 
Street), report taken; 4:37 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Dale Street), inves-
tigated; 7:38 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(West Main Street), accidental; 8:20 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
req. police assistance; 9:11 p.m.: 911 
call (May Street), rep. alarm sound-
ing; 10:28 p.m.: mv complaint (Charlton 
Road), erratic operator; (total daily mv 
stops – 0).

SATURDAY, JULY 26
2:13-2:33 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:34 a.m.: medical/general 
(Adams Street); 2:48 a.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Howe Village), no contact; 
3:25 a.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 5:10 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Smithville Road), services rendered; 
9:20 a.m. commercial alarm (Water 
Street), services rendered; 9:53 a.m.: 
DPW call (Brooks Pond Road), rep. 
damaged stop sign; 10:18 a.m.: medical/
general (Crestview Drive), lift assist; 
11:07 a.m.: DPW call (Bond Street), wire 
down; 11:08 a.m.: lost/found (Charlton 
Road), wallet lost; 1:05 p.m.: 911 call 
(Bixby Road), open line; 1:13 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Lake Street); 1:38 p.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 2:03 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Lake Street), rep. 

kids breaking into school; 2:39 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Mechanic Street), unwant-
ed party; 3:01 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 3:30 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Pleasant Street), req. escort; 4:46 
p.m.: animal complaint (Meadow 
Road), rep. dog missing; 4:52 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Valley Street); 5:07 p.m.: 
911 call (Wm. Casey Road), hang-up; 
5:51 p.m.: officer wanted (Wall Street), 
no trespass order served; 7:30 p.m.: 
threats (Lake Street), report taken; 8:17 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Sturbridge PD bolo; 8:30 p.m.: medical/
general (Valley Street); 8:37 p.m.: medi-
cal/sudden death (Gold Nugget Road); 
9:25 p.m.: juvenile matter (Dale Street), 
kids entered vacant house; 9:26 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Howe Village), rep. 
attempted break-in; 10:08 p.m.: mutual 
aid (Pearl Street), assist Southbridge 
PD; (total daily mv stops – 4).

SUNDAY, JULY 27
2:12 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 

from Worcester PD; 9:16 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Meadow Road), services 
rendered; 9:26 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street), lift assist; 12:02 p.m.: mv 
complaint (West Main Street), erratic 
operator; 1:40 p.m.: disturbance (Gold 
Nugget Road), family dispute; 1:41 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Main Street), referred; 1:58 
p.m.: residential alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 2:01 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), spoken 
to; 3:05 p.m.: officer wanted (Maple 
Street), req. assistance; 4:40 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Chestnut Street), spoken 
to; 7:14 p.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 9:39 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Main Street), open line/hang-up; 10:21 
p.m.: harassing phone calls (West Main 
Street), Nicholas J. Toromino, 48, 10 
South Maple Street, Brookfield, posses-
sion Class E drug, arrest; (total daily 
mv stops – 0).

MONDAY, JULY 28
12:17 a.m.: building checked, secure; 

1:36 a.m.: suspicious mv (Mechanic 
Street), investigated; 7:21 a.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street), report taken; 7:34 
a.m.: intelligence/criminal (Pleasant 
Street), info taken; 7:36 a.m.: medical/
general (Meadow Road); 8:28 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
8:31 a.m.: FID card issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 8:57 a.m.: arrest war-
rant service (Pleasant Street), Nicole 
M. Bruce, 41, homeless, Spencer, war-
rant/2, arrest; 9:28 a.m.: mv repossessed 
(West Main Street), info rec’d; 11:13 
a.m.: restraining order service (West 
Main Street); 12:15 a.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Town House Court), accidental; 
12:46 p.m.: larceny (Main Street), report 
taken; 1:12 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), debris in road; 1:49 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Charlton Road), c/o 
howling dog; 2:03 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Highland Street); 2:10 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (North Spencer Road), assist-
ed; 3:01 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Charlton PD bolo; 4:29 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Wall Street); 
4:48 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
accidental; 5:18 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Sherwood Drive), assisted; 5:32 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Highland Street), 
rep. indecent exposure; 5:45 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 7:25 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Charlton Road), errat-
ic operator; 7:28 p.m.: officer wanted 
(North Brookfield Road), rep. threats; 
8:45 p.m.: citizen complaint (Main 
Street), kids at closed court; 9:12 p.m.: 
medical/general (Chestnut Street); 
9:29 p.m.: medical/general (Charlton 
Road); 11:27 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(West Main Street), investigated; (total 
daily mv stops – 0). 

TUESDAY, JULY 29
12:17-12:42 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:48 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), req. assistance; 6:57 a.m.: 
LTC issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 7:04 a.m.: FID card issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 7:38 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Buteau Road); 9:00 a.m.: 
medical/general (West Main Street), 
call canceled; 9:01 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Lincoln Street); 10:18 a.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), no contact; 10:43 
a.m.: intelligence/drugs (Main Street), 
info taken; 11:19 a.m.: medical/general 
(Linden Street); 11:55 a.m.: medical/
general (Wire Village Road); 12:56 p.m.: 
disturbance (Church Street), verbal 
dispute; 2:44 p.m.: lost/found (West 
Main Street), license/other items 
found; 2:57 p.m.: juvenile matter (Park 
Street), resolved; 3:00 p.m.: disabled 
mv (North Spencer Road), assisted; 
4:08 p.m.: medical/general (Meadow 
Road); 7:10 p.m.: fire (Main Street), 
referred; 8:48 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Elm Street), investigated; 9:59 p.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village); 10:11 
p.m.: medical/general (Donnelly Cross 
Road); (total daily mv stops – 0).

POLICE REPORTS

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

j j j j j j

Jamoni is a happy, curious, and 
resilient child with a sweet and 
loving temperament. He enjoys 
engaging in independent play 
and has a wide variety of hobbies 
that keep him active and engaged 
throughout the day. Some of his 
favorite activities include coloring 
with chalk on the pavement, swing-
ing at the playground, sunbathing 
on warm days, visiting the trampo-
line park, playing Bocce, and going 
on field trips that spark his curios-
ity. His favorite activity is complet-
ing puzzles, which he approaches 
with focus, determination, and a 
great sense of accomplishment. Ja-
moni also loves the world of Mario 
Bros and Pokémon, often getting 
excited about the characters and 

stories from these games. His joyful spirit and enthusiasm for learn-
ing make him a delight to be around. 
. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22539845657 

  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.           

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.         

Jamoni 
Age 12 

Registration #7022  FOR SALE
• Silverware set six
 serving never used

• Real German
 Cuckoo Clock

•Grandfathers clock 
•Crank telephone 

•Hutch with
 4 shelves full 

of antiques
Best Offer

Call 508-765-5190

These include the instal-
lation of  wood athletic 
flooring in the gymnasi-
um; the completion of  tile 
flooring throughout the 
corridors; the installation 
of  lockers; the addition of  
rubber treads at the stair-
wells; and the painting 
of  track running lanes 
surrounding the football 
field.

Phase One of  the proj-
ect will be turned over 
to the school district this 
month, which includes 
the football field and track 
above the high school.

For students and school 
officials alike, excitement 
is building as Prouty’s 
next chapter nears.

“This week, faculty was 
invited to begin access-
ing their spaces, and the 
excitement is palpable,” 
said DPHS Principal Mary 
LaFreniere. “Although 
there are several weeks 

until the opening of  
school, the atmosphere 
is charged with anticipa-
tion of  finally being able 
to get in and enjoy this 
beautiful new facility.” 

Additionally, new 
underground utilities and 
structural improvements 
to A-Building began last 
month. Moreover, new 
footings for the remain-
ing portion of  the addi-
tion are being excavated 
this month.

In other DPHS project 
news, a specialized pro-
cess was used to remove 
chemicals found in a sci-
ence room storage closet 
of  the old building.

“The primary con-
cern during the most 
recent School Building 
Committee meeting 
was the need to remove 
chemicals from one 
of  the storage closets 
safely,” Haughey said. 
“The chemicals cannot 
be mixed and require 
special disposal. As such, 
the Building Committee 

reviewed the concern 
with the construction 
team and, through a 
unanimous commit-
tee vote, ensured that the 
chemicals were removed 
properly to avoid any 
mixing, which could pose 
a health or safety risk.” 

School officials thank 
leaders with Jones 
Whitsett Architects, Inc. 
(architect for the project); 
Fontaine Bros., Inc. (gen-
eral contractor); Colliers 
Engineering and Design; 
and the rest of  the con-
struction team for help-
ing to keep the communi-
ty informed throughout 
the process.

Students and staff  
members are also 
thanked for their coop-
eration during the con-
struction phases.

For further informa-
tion about the project, 
visit www.sebrsd.org. 
Photos and other updates 
are available on the dis-
trict’s social media pages.

DPHS
continued from page     A1

Added Kustigian, “LFD 
is always there when we 
need them, and it doesn’t 

get any better than that.” 
The summer program, 

which serves students 
from grades pre-K to high 
school, offers four-week 
and six-week options for 

families. Kids take part 
in a range of  indoor and 
outdoor activities.

Looking ahead, school 
leaders are eager to con-
tinue working with fire 

officials to help introduce 
students to safety tips.

“This is another exam-
ple of  how our town 
departments work togeth-
er in the best interest of  

our community and our 
students’ future. We are 
better when we work 
together,” said School 
Committee Chair Donna 
McCance.

To learn more about 
the annual Extended 
School Year program, 
contact the school depart-
ment.

SAFETY
continued from page     A1

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

LEARN ABOUT REAL ESTATE
AUGUST 16TH •10AM-2PM

Real Estate Fair @ Dudley Black Tavern
*Booths with Financing Information *Mortages
*Home Inspection Brochures *Homes for Heroes Program

*Speak with Various Experts on these Topics or 
  Just Gather Information

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $795,000

11 Pineview Rd $535,000

2 Victor Ave $465,900

DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION

DUDLEY- SHEPHERD HILL ESTATES

LEICESTER- RANCH

2 ACRES
NEW TO MARKET*3 Bedroom

24’ Great Room 
*Hardwood 

Floors 
* 8’ Center 
Island w/
 Corian

 Counters

*1st Floor Family Room * 2.5 Baths * Vinyl Sided
*Main Bedroom Suite with 

Walk-in Closet and Full Bath
*2 Generous Sized Bedrooms *Town Services

*Kitchen with Breakfast Bar
*2 Car Garage

*Vinyl Sided *1300 sq. ft.
*4 Heat Pumps *2 Car Garage

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,075,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 
Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Poten-
tial  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront w/Gravel Drive 
Access to Land & Lake! 183 + Cedar Lake is full recrea-
tional- A Once i na Lifetime Opportunity!          $899,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! 

WATERFRONT LAND

Webster Lake Waterfront 
88 Union Point

Excellent oppor-
tunity!  Natural 
Western Facing 
Shoreline- Beautiful 
Sunsets - Views 
of Middle to North 
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq. 
Ft. Waterfront Lot! 
Fireplaced living 
room ! 12 X 30 one 
car garage. 

$660,000

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 

WATERFRONT! 
jUST SIMPLY AN 
INCREDIBLE OP-

PORTUNITY! OVER 
31,000 SQ FT OF 
LAND! Summer Cot-
tage on 9482 SF of 

land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western 
Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, 
on  4 of the 5 possibly buildable. 
assisted sale $1,199,900

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining 
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great 
Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, 

kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. 
Morton Barn Style Garage  .39 acre

$435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

SORRY, SOLD! 

Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE” 
offering the perfect blend of mod-
ern amenities. Recently remodeled 
open concept kitchen living room 
& dining area featuring granite 
countertops, new flooring & recent 
appliances. Updates include roof, 
windows, doors, Roth oil tank & 
Hot Water Heater (2021). New 
heating system in 2023. This is 
a  “GEM” Possibility of a 4th bed-
room/home office. 1 car under

$405,000

WEBSTER - 18 GRAYSTONE AVE

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, 
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be-
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic 
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private 
Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough 
plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cottage, with 
Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean & Well Maintained, 

Modern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 3 
BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood Floors! 
Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Stove, Wrap-
Around Screened Porch, Lg Outbuild-
ing w/Full Bath/Shower/Laundry & 
Workshop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or Off-Sea-
son Water Use! 14,300 SF+/- Level Lot 
w/105+ of Shoreline. Most Important 
of All > 25% Shared Ownership in a 
Mainland Waterfront Lot for Parking, 
Boat Docking & Winter Storage.                                   

$595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

 

100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline! 
Boasting 6 Large 
rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. 
All on a Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

 MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path, 
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment 
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor 
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor 
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
ers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural 
Gas.  $510,000

WEBSTER - 11 PARK RD.

In Beautiful Bonnette 
Acres! Handsome & well-
maintained 3-bedroom, 
2-bath Split entry home! 
Cathedral Ceiling living 
room & Sunroom! Gen-
erator, Extensive irrigation 
system. 2 Car Garage. 
assisted sale  $449,900

THOMPSON - 34 BONNETTE AVE

SORRY, SOLD! 

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD! 

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT. 12-2 •SUN 11:30-1:30

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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and take advantage of incredible savings.

Saturday & Sunday, August 9th & 10th! 

FANTASTIC SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT THE STORE!

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3 / PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673
www.channelcottages.com

1, 2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens

Private Beach / Docking
Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi

WEBER Gas Grills
Reunions, Meetings & Weddings

**Pets Welcome**

DSC_5767.JPG Sign In

Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach

C E L E B R AT I N G  3 4  Y E A R S

Spencer summer concerts continue with the Love Dogs
SPENCER — The Spencer Parks & Recreation Commission 2025 Summer Concert Series continues from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 10 at Powder Mill Park, corner 

Smithville and Meadow Roads, Spencer, with the Love Dogs.
      Take one red-hot horn section, add liberal amounts of  barrelhouse boogie-woogie piano, stinging Fender guitar, a funky and swinging rhythm section that Blues 

Review magazine called «the best in the business», and top it all off  with a crazy and charismatic front man with one of  the biggest blues voices around and you’ve got 
the Love Dogs. The band is seasoned with years on the road tearing up juke joints, concert halls and festivals, while releasing four  critically acclaimed CDs.  It’s a recipe 
for music, mayhem, intensity and irreverence. It’s the Love Dogs.

      Next up in this series that runs through Aug. 24 will be Chuck & Mud and The Hole in the Dam Band on Aug. 17. 
      The concert series is proudly sponsored by Cornerstone Bank. Serving Worcester County, Cornerstone Bank’s local presence and community-based banking model 

enables a unique ability to deliver outstanding service, with a personal touch. Cornerstone provides the highest level of  service and expertise for individuals, businesses, 
and community organizations with branch locations throughout Central Massachusetts.

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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