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LHS Business and Finance program builds momentum

BY KEVIN FLANDERS mand industry.”

STAFF WRITER

Spencer officials scale back override proposals

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

SPENCER — Following a series of
public hearings, selectmen announced
significant reductions planned for the
town’s override request.

Projected reductions from the original
proposals include eliminating amounts
slated for infrastructure upgrades, as
well as requesting one new police offi-
cer position instead of two.

Additionally, the original request for
two new Highway Department employ-
ees has been trimmed to one.

The result, officials project, is a
revised override request pared down to
roughly $1.8 million from the original
$2.4 million ask.

Selectmen, who discussed the over-
ride during an April 3 meeting, planned
to meet again on April 7 to finalize the
request and take a vote.

If approved, the final request will
appear before voters on the ballot next
month.

“We had to make quite a few cuts. We
got a lot of feedback from residents,

and we wanted to go through and see
what adjustments we could make,” said
Select Board Chairman John Howard.

The school portion of the request was
last projected to be $830,000, with select-
men slated to make a final decision at
their April 7 meeting.

Officials remind residents that the
school portion was not determined by
local school leaders but instead calcu-
lations made at the state level. Each
year, the Massachusetts Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
sets the amount Spencer must send to
the Spencer-East Brookfield Regional
School District and Bay Path Regional
Vocational High School.

“The school portion is the big hit. The
state mandates what you have to pay,”
Selectman Gary Woodbury told the New
Leader.

Public hearings were held over the
past month to enable residents to ask
questions and share feedback on the
proposals. Spencer’s public safety lead-
ers and other municipal directors pre-
sented on their departments’ needs,

LEICESTER — Still in
its first year of operation,
the Business and Finance
program at Leicester
High School is quick-
ly building interest and
momentum.

As the latest addition
to the school’s Career
Technical Education
(CTE) portfolio, the
Business and Finance
branch joins several
other popular innovation
pathways that help stu-
dents build foundations
for career success.

“Innovation pathways
(IP) are a new initiative
that must be approved
by the Massachusetts
Department of
Elementary and
Secondary Education,”
read a statement released
by school leaders. “IPs are
designed to give students
coursework and experi-
ence in a specific high-de-

When LHS students
enroll in the Business
and Finance program,
they must take several
required classes. These
include Principles of
Business, Business
Economics, Principles
of Marketing, Principles
of Finance, Principles
of Management, and
Business Strategies.

“LHS is committed to a
strong academic program
in all areas. The Business
and Finance IP is one
way we are continuing
to maintain high expec-
tations for all students,”
said Leicester School
Committee Chair Donna
McCance.

Business and Finance
courses are taught by
Andrew Lauer, who
brings several years of
experience in both educa-
tion and business.

Before he made his
transition to teaching,
Lauer logged more than
20 years of business man-

but several residents said they couldn’t
afford either of the two requests put
forth for discussion.

Selectmen said they understand the
constraints and challenges facing res-
idents as they prepare to vote on the
override request.

“There are many people who want the
town to have what it needs, but they are
on fixed incomes and have limits,” said
Selectman Ralph Hicks. “We listened to
the people, and we acted accordingly.”

During the public hearing process,
residents learned about multiple
items officials were originally seeking
to fund through the override. These
include the required local contribution
for school funding; contractual obliga-
tions with the Spencer Rescue Squad;
and the retention of four Spencer Fire
Department firefighters (the positions
are currently funded through a federal
grant).

Although several items from the orig-
inal proposals have been nixed, officials
preserved other items deemed critical
to public safety and town operations.

Schools brace fogf Food Truck Festival returns May 10

loss of federal funds

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — State officials announced last week that
schools across the Commonwealth will be impacted
by the Trump Administration’s decision to terminate

education grant funding.

Gov. Maura Healey joined officials statewide in con-
demning the Trump Administration’s decision to ter-
minate $106 million in grant funding meant to support

K-12 education in Massachusetts.

‘At a time when students are still struggling to

under 12 free).

SPENCER — The Throwdown! 2025 Food Truck Festival will
be held Saturday, May 10 from 11 am. - 5 p.m. at the Spencer
Fairgrounds, 49 Smithville Rd. Admission $5 at the gate (children

Throwdown! 2025 is Worcester County’s longest running and larg-
est annual Food Truck Festival and Craft Fair. A panel of judges and

event attendees cast votes for their favorite food truck to be honored
with the prestigious “Best of Worcester County Food Trucks” and
the ever coveted ‘“People’s Choice” awards. Along with great food

from dozens of food trucks, customers may browse among the more

than 50 artisanal craft vendors, enjoy carnival style games, listen to
music or participate in an array of yard games such as corn hole,
giant blocks, ladder toss and other fun activities just for the kids.

Enjoy craft beer and wines at this year’s event from “The Stein

& Vine,” Central Massachusetts’ favorite mobile bar service. It’s

Turn To LHS page A14

As of the latest press update, select-
men were still planning to include funds
to cover the firefighting positions in
the final override request. The federal
grant expires in February 2027 and can-
not be renewed through federal monies.

Over the past decade, the fire depart-
ment has responded to a growing num-
ber of calls, all while its call firefighter

Turn To OVERRIDE page A14
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GETAWAYS!

May 23 7-Night Bermuda Cruisefrom $1699
June 10-12 Hampton Beach Getaway $529
Jung 28 Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise $175
July 12 Escape to Rockport ............ $110
July 26 Perkins Cove foraDay .......... $110

Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at
(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours @att.net or

\_ visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com for details )

recover from the pandemic, we need to be doing every-
thing we can to address learning loss and the youth
mental health crisis. Instead, President Trump sud-
denly ripped away more than $100 million in funding
that is supposed to go right to Massachusetts students

Turn To FUNDS page A14

a fantastic way to spend
a Spring afternoon with
family and friends in a
beautiful outdoor setting.

WooTrucks has been
Turn To FESTIVAL page A14

RESIDENTIAL OIL TANK
INSTALLATION | REPLACEMENT | REMOVAL

since February.

The Spencer Exchange Club recently donated $1,000 to local scout Troop 116 and Pack
138. Troop 116 will be using the funding in support of their trip to Gettysburg during April
vacation. They are going to be in Gettysburg for 4 days packed with hiking and horse-
back riding through the battlefield along with a ghost tour. They will also be visiting the
Eisenhower Historic Site to learn about the former president and his life. They will be visit-
ing Indian Echo Caverns to take a cavern tour and learn about the local Native Americans.
Pack 138 will be using the funding to support their graduation camp at Treasure Valley
Scout Reservation in May. This is a great event for the Cub Scouts because it coincides
with the annual inter-tribal Pow Wow. The cubs get to spend the afternoon at the Pow
Wow and learn about native American life and traditions. It’s followed by a campfire and
a Rank Ceremony where they earn their rank for the year and any belt loops they earned

Burnt dinner?
Order pizza.

Leaking oil tank?
Call Bond-Tite.
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(508) 892-4378 TANK SERVICE
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Haston Library offers busy spring schedule

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The Haston Free
Public Library team
invites guests of all ages
to enjoy a busy spring
schedule.

Craft Night for Adults
returns on Thursday,
April 10, at 6 p.m. Faux
stained glass will be the
theme for this month’s

program. Please register
for this event in advance
by contacting the library
by phone or email.

On Saturday, April
12, the library will host
a showcase of local
authors. The program
will begin at 1 p.m.

“We have a great list
of participants for this
event, and we hope to see
lots of community mem-

Leicester KOC

holding annual

ham raffle Sunday

LEICESTER — The Leicester Knights of Columbus will
hold their annual ham raffle on Sunday, April 13, at 91

Manville St.

Doors open at noon, and the games will begin at 1 p.m.

Other raffles will also be held.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns eLamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic

bers supporting their
own,” read a statement
released by library offi-
cials.

The program will
include writers sharing
book excerpts and poet-
ry. The event is a great
way for readers to discov-
er local talent and learn
about their writing pro-
cesses.

The library’s Book
Discussion Group
will next meet on
April 29 at 7 p.m.
This month’s fea-
tured book is “On
the Map,” written by
Simon Garfield.

Library officials
also invite guests to
check out a new pro-
gram called “Cook
the Book Club.”

“Select a recipe
from this month’s
featured cookbook
(available at the cir-
culation desk), cook
it up, and bring it
to our potluck
and discussion,”
the library-issued

statement read. “Let’s
share great food and con-
versation.”

The group will meet on
April 24 at 5:30 p.m.

Meanwhile, historical
classes will be present-
ed this month by Castle
Nitor. A session covering
block printing will take
place on Thursday, April
17, from 5-7 pm. A ses-
sion on drop spinning is
set for Monday, April 28,
from 6-7 p.m.

Several April sto-
ry-time programs will
be offered to youngsters
on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Books will be paired with
craft activities covering
such topics as Easter
eggs, bunnies, flowers,
and spring treats.

Additionally, the
library will host
Community Connections
programming for kids on
April 9 from 10-11:30 a.m.
Explore reading, crafts,
and play activities with
your child.

The library continues
to host the Children’s

QCC offers free tax
prep through VITA

Art Club on the first and
third Monday of each
month. All sessions last
from 4-5 p.m.

The library’s youth
Lego Club takes place
every Thursday at 4 p.m.

Finally, library offi-
cials recently welcomed
Joyce Tibbetts as the new
Assistant Librarian.

“Joyce moved to the
area last fall, and she’s
already made herself
right at home in our com-
munity,” the library-is-
sued statement read.
“After spending many
years on the Cape, Joyce
is happy to be back in the
inland part of the state,
having previously lived
in Shutesbury over 30
years ago. Joyce finds the
people here to be incred-
ibly welcoming, friendly;,
and encouraging, and she
has thoroughly enjoyed

rience working in librar-
ies, Tibbetts describes
the library community as
her own private utopia.
“She’s passionate
about helping others dis-
cover the joy of reading
and is excited to connect
with the library’s patrons
to learn more about their
interests and preferenc-
es,” the statement read.
For more information
about upcoming library
events, or to register for
an activity, call 508-867-
0208. You may also send
an email to: hastonfree-

publiclibrary@gmail.
com.
Additionally, if you

are interested in volun-
teer opportunities at the
library, stop by and fill
out a volunteer form.

The library is located
at 161 North Main St.

her interac-
tions  with|
everyone SO
far.”

With 20
years of expe-

None

None

SPENCER ALMANAC
REAL ESTATE

BROOKFIELD

EAST BROOKFIELD

o Fire Dept « Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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33. Focus on an object

CLUES DOWN

1. Popular Sunday dinner option
2. Oil cartel

3. Agile

4. Greek goddess of discord

5. Genetically distinct variety

63.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Garden tool 35. Corpuscle count (abbr.)

5. A way to preserve 36. Young women'’s association
11. Gratitude 39. Not shallow

14. Domestic sheep 41. Doctor

15. Simpler 42. Furniture

18. Cavities containing liquid 44. Hindu male religious teacher
19. Large fish-eating bird 46. Highly spiced stew
21. Ocular protection index 47. A way to communicate

23. Phil __, former CIA 49. Almost last

24, Ieelandic poems 52. Astronomer Carl

28. Pop 56. Small horses

29. Device 58. A slender tower with balconies
30. Actor Rudd 60. A disrespectful quality

32. A pituitary hormone 62. Fully shaded inner regions

Short convulsive intake of breath

29. Where a bachelor lives

34

36.

. Portable computer screen

material
A crying noise of a bird
Sticky, amorphous substance

6. Indicates badly 37. Starchy dish of dried tubers
7. Popular Mr. T character 38. Type of acid

8. Consumed 40. Partner to “Ma”

9. Chinese dynasty 43. 16 ounces

10. NFL great Randy 45. The Bay State

12. Within 48. A well-defined track or path
13. Palm trees 50. Substitution

16. Fungal discase 51. Defined period

17. Tall, slender-leaved plants 53. Group of toughs

20. Affirmative! (slang) 54. Region

22. A passport is one 55. Famed Scottish Loch

25. Two outs in baseball (abbr.)
26. Swiss river
27. Deferential

S
58.

59
61

Blood relation
Not around

. Recipe measurement
. Father to Junior
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program

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College is
participating in the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program for the current tax season. Individuals who
make $67,000 or less per year can receive free tax prepara-
tion services from VITA volunteers, who have been certified
by the IRS.

“It’s a great experience for the students and builds a sense
of community,” said Associate Professor of Accounting
Eduardo Rivas, who coordinates QCC’s involvement with
VITA, explaining that volunteers get to work with people
from a wide variety of ages, abilities and cultures.

Students from any discipline can join the VITA pro-
gram, but many are in the Business Administration and
Accounting programs.

QCC student Joshua Roman has worked in finance for
years at his family’s business, but with the owner’s retire-
ment approaching, he wanted to show his clients that he can
offer the most current knowledge and experience through
his credentials. In addition to bolstering his career, he has
enjoyed the volunteer aspect of VITA.

“It’s really rewarding. We were able to help an elderly
couple acquire a specific credit, which got them a bit more
of a refund than they were expecting,” Roman recalled. “To
them, it felt life changing.”

Many students participating in the VITA program also
commented on the soft skills they have gained from hands-
on experience with actual clients. More than just telling cli-
ents how much they will receive or owe, volunteers educate
them on how the process works and ways to improve their
tax situations for the future.

Wanda Morales had never volunteered before but has
been excited to help people with their tax preparation. She
said she improved her communication skills through the
interactions she’s had in the program.

“Sometimes, it’s a difficult situation, so you need patience
to explain to people why they owe because they don’t have
enough withholdings,” Wanda commented.

According to Arielle Bento, who wants to pursue a career
in accounting, she’s learning about confidentiality and real-
world financial situations.

“Taking calls for the program has really helped me build
my confidence,” Bento commented.

Bento was recently selected for the Local Finance
Commonwealth Fellowship, a paid internship program that
will focus on municipal finance practices.

Melvin Minaya noted that the hands-on experience in
the program is not only helping his self-assurance, but also
building trust in the Spanish speakers who he assists with
translation.

“I'm getting all this experience at a young age. I know how
to treat people, what the questions are going to be and how
I’'m going to answer. I have the confidence to do it and the
mentality to focus,” Minaya said.

QCC’s VITA program operates out of the Main South
CDC in Worcester, but also offers tax preparation services
remotely for qualifying participants. The VITA program
runs through April 11.

To make an appointment with the VITA program
visit getyourrefund.org/mscdec, call 508-752-6181 or
email vita@qcc.mass.edu. More information is available
at QCC.edu/vita.

LEICESTER

$515,000, 39 Mayflower Cir, Lassey,
Jeffrey T, and Lassey, Mary, to
Norton, Juliana, and Lee, Steven.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$500,000, 143 Prescott Rd, Tancrell
Eugene R Est, and Tancrell, James
A, to Tartakoff, Joseph A, and
Tartakoff, Courtney J.

SPENCER

$750,000, Kingsbury Rd, Lake
20 LLC, to Mahaney Rt- 2020, and
Mahaney, John C.

$731,400, 1 Meadow Rd, Pallotta
Ft, and Pallotta, Christopher D, to 1
Meadow Road LLC.

$550,000, 3 Deer Run Rd, Barnes,
Rosemary, and Asamoah, Jerry,
to Alqurayni, Ali, and Alqurayni,
Hussein.

$223,000, 7 Vernon St, Mikkila,
Victor, to Torres, Jesus.

$80,000, 181 Ash St, Lasell, Thelma
L, to Cogswell, Steve, and Cogswell,
Karen.

$75,000, 27 Woodside Rd, Witz
Richard H Est, and Darling, Hyman
G, to Shaw Development Inc.

WARREN

285,000, 105 Forest Ave, Scepansky,
Cecelia, to B & B Realty Partners
LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD

$525,000, 1 Lakeshore Dr Ext,
Strauss, Jon C, and Strauss,
Jonathon S, to Viscomi, Christopher,
and Viscomi, Stephanie.

$525,000, 3 Lakeshore Dr Ext,
Strauss, Jon C, and Strauss,
Jonathon S, to Viscomi, Christopher,
and Viscomi, Stephanie.

$345,050, 10 Lakeshore Dr, Wool,
Aram, to Lesath, Kelly, and Lesath,
Marissa.
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P.E.T. of the Week

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Come meet Toni Ray today!

w4 Ch, ~ Second Chance Animal Services
% www.secondchanceanimals.org [Ki
East Brookfield, MA e 508-867-5525

f m " Leicester

) . Veterinary
A Clinic, LLC
1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524

P:508-892-9181 ¢ F: 508-892-8791
www.leicesterclinic.com

Wellness exams e Vaccinations e Cat Boarding
Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry e Radiology (Digital)
In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
 Pharmacy
e Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
e Domestic health certificates and much more!

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian
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Expert warns against financial scams

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — As
Kevin Donohue knows all
too well, scammers are
everywhere, especially
online.

Sometimes, they even
pretend they want to help
you against scammers, or
are the police, or want to
give you free stuff — if
you pay “taxes” before-
hand. They also change
all the time.

‘A scam you learn
about today may not be
the same tomorrow,”
Donohue told about 20
people recently at the
Senior Center. Donohue
is a presenter for the
District Attorney’s office.

But their pattern’s usu-
ally the same. The scam-
mer will use any infor-
mation they have about
you — there’s a lot of it
available online for most
of us, and even more
that’s been stolen in var-
ious hacks - to make you
feel at ease, seeking to
pry crucial details they
don’t have from you, such
as account and Social
Security numbers, pass-
words, and other details
that’ll let them rob you.

“They know not every-
body will fall for it, but
only need a certain per-
centage,” he said, later
adding, “People always
think it’s targeted to me,
but it’s not. It’s sent to
thousands of people.”

The crooks use what
he termed “social engi-

Wings of Song prepares for

neering” to build trust
with the information
they already have. For
example, they might
have hacked your health
record to pretend to be
the hospital following up
on a recent appointment
or procedure. When you
answer, they ask to verify
what they have, then for
details they don’t have.

“Never verify some-
thing for someone who
calls you,” Donohue said.

George Chenier admit-
ted he fell for a hospital
scam, saying he knew
he should’ve hung up
when the crooks iden-
tified themselves as
“Harrington Memorial
Hospital” rather than
UMass-Harrington. A
woman said she’s con-
cerned that Harrington
(and other places) have
gone paperless, wanting
payments on credit cards
or by phone. She said she
won’t pay that way “and
had to fight to get a paper
bill.”

Regarding that point,
one man noted, “I thought
cash was legal tender for
all debts, public or pri-
vate.” (He’s right; our
currency states that in
print. In Massachusetts,
a Constitutional amend-
ment from the late 1970s
specifically says all retail-
ers must accept cash.)

Sometimes, the vic-
tims are those who
believe themselves
immune to scamming —
even to the point of rec-

Gus Steeves

Kevin Donohue with the DA’s office logo behind him.

ognizing it’s probably
crooked, but ignoring
their own alarm bells as
Chenier did. They’re far
from alone. The Federal
Trade Commission logs
about 2.6 million fraud
reports every year, and
“whatever the number
is, it’s under-reported,”
Donohue said. Often, the
victims are embarrassed
and want to hide it, but
he strongly urged them
to speak up, tell friends
and their community this
happened. Invariably,
they’ll find others who
have been scammed, too.

Their tactics are vari-
ous. Some will pretend to
be the police saying they
can void an arrest war-
rantforapayment. Others
claim your account has
been hacked, sometimes
with a “spoofed” phone
number from a legiti-

upcoming concerts

mate bank, and offer a
chance to protect your
money by transferring it
to another account (often
Bitcoin) they control, and
then steal.

Occasionally, the scam
call or letter is real. But
Donohue advised every-
one to assume its fake
and never give personal
information to someone
who calls you. Instead,
look up the company’s
real number and call
them to check. (Don’t call
the caller ID number or
the one on the letter.)

When he started with
the DAs office, scams
were mostly by phone,
but they’re mostly online
now, particularly using
links in email
(“phishing”) and
text (“smishing”)
that go to sites that
upload malware to

your computer or phone.
Such malware often aims
to collect anything on the
computer and send it to
the criminals, hoping to
collect passwords and
account information.

When it comes to user
names and passwords,
Donohue warns, “Don’t
autosave them on your
computer.” (Many web-
sites offer that as an
option for “convenience,”
but that’s vulnerable.
One way to keep them
safe is to write them
down; online crooks can’t
hack paper. It’s also gen-
erally recommended not
to use the same password
for multiple places and
to change them periodi-
cally)

Donohue discussed
several other scam types.
Those include the EZ Pass
Scam, where people get a
text claiming they have
“overdue toll charges”
(The state won’t text you
for that.) Another type
is the “brushing scam,”
where people receive
unsolicited packages that
have no sender or return
information, but a QR
code with a note “scan
this to see who sent it.”
That will load malware
on your phone. Under
state law, people can keep
unsolicited packages,
although they’re usually

not very valuable. Scam
QR codes also appear in
all kinds of public plac-
es — he cited parking
meters as an example —
and scammers can easily
alter a legit one or print a
scam one to stick over it.

“If the QR code is any-
where other than behind
their desk, it’s not safe,”
Donohue said. “As new
tech comes out, scam-
mers use it.”

Even Alexa has become
a scam avenue. Donohue
said a few years ago,
there were reports of a
scammer hacking Alexa
and convincing children
he was Santa.

Technology has led to
a split in scam success.
While younger people fall
victim to more of them
(usually online), seniors
get taken for larger sums
of money, simply because
they’ve saved and invest-
ed it for years.

“Anyone can fall for
a scam,” Donohue said.
“If you do, don’t keep it
locked inside. Share it. ...
When you do, it’s poten-
tially helping others to
block them from coming
through.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

NOTICE
HYDRANT FLUSHING

TOWN OF SPENCER

The Town of Spencer Water Department will be flush-
ing fire hydrants throughout the western part of the
distribution system starting April 7th thru April 25th,
2025. Flushing removes sediment from the water mains
to help maintain water quality. When the Water Depart-

ment staff is in the immediate area, residents could expe-
rience loss of pressure and short periods of rusty water.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — Capping a three-
year exploration of the theme
“Home,” local community cho-
rus Wings of Song is prepar-
ing for a pair of concerts next
month.

The programs are set
for Saturday and Sunday, May
17-18.

“Home, for many of us, is
our only real sanctuary, our
safe harbor, the place where we
can be most fully ourselves, the
place where all our beloved stuff
is, the place where we’re with
the ones we love,” read a state-
ment promoting the event.

Last year, the chorus sang
“Rough Seas, Safe Harbor,”
exploring what it means to be far
from home for one or two years
at a time, then to return home.

Now, in 2025, it’s time for
“Here Is My Home,” a deep dive
into what home has meant to
Americans and
to people around
the world over the
years.

200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

In “Here Is My Home,” Wings
of Song will sing about yearn-
ing for home, waiting to finally
go home, savoring the comforts
and consolations of home, and
being welcomed home.

Additional themes will
include the call of home, cher-
ishing our planetary home and
environment, home as a com-
munity, home as a particular
beloved geographical region,
and home as a reunion with
loved ones.

“The program won’t touch
on all the meanings of home,
but it’ll make a good start,”
the promotional statement
read. ‘As always, there will be
audience singalongs, including
the concert’s theme song, ‘Here
Is My Home,” and also ‘Home,
Sweet Home.” Expect tremen-
dous variety, including some fine
instrumental accompaniment.”

On Saturday, May 17, at 7:30
p.m., the chorus will perform
at St. Joachim Chapel (part of

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank

St. Anne - St. Patrick Parish at
16 Church St. in Fiskdale).

The next day, on May 18, a con-
certwilltakeplaceat3p.m.atElm
Street Congregational Church
(61 Elm St. in Southbridge).

Admission to both concerts
is free, with a freewill offering
collect-
ed during
intermis-
sion.

Free
refresh-
ments will
be served
after each
concert.

Both con-
cert venues
are fully
accessi-
ble. Please
arrive early
to be sure
of a seat.

WASTE SERVICE

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 < Leicester, MA

—
ViIsA

Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses -+ Attics - Cellars
Construction Sites

=

Performin

“’Pa3 what You Can' tickets,
available on ’rheloos.orﬁ iEI

We are sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. A
daily list of the flushing locations will be posted on the
Spencer town website www.spencerma.gov each day by
8:00AM (click on Departments, then click Water De-
partment, then click Hydrant Flushing 2025). If you have
any concerns, please feel free to contact the Spencer Wa-
ter Department office at 508-885-7525. Thank you.

of Northeast Connecticut Fund

A MEW 60-MIMUTE ToURING MUSICAL
CELEBRRATWG THE POWER oF oR\GMALTY.

GREAT FoR STUDEMTS W GRADES 4-yl

May 43, 2025

]

2



4 SPENCER NEW LEADER

o Friday, April 11, 2025

MassIndie2025 Film Festival showcases Oscar-nominated
“Porcelain War,” bold local & regional indie talent

SOUTHBRIDGE — The annual 2025
Massachusetts Independent Film
Festival (MassIndie2025) will be packed
with indie features, shorts, documen-
taries, experimental, horror films and
more,all made both locally and from
around the country and the world includ-
ing the Oscar Nominated Documentary
“Porcelain War” by Brendan Bellomo
and Slava Leontyev.

The festival takes place on April 24
through 26 at the Wellsworth Hotel &
Conference Center, 14 Mechanic St.,
Southbridge, and a special screening
of student films at Razzo Hall, Clark
University, on Friday the 25th.

Public Service
Announcement
Town of Spencer
2025-2026

Transfer Station Stickers
will be on sale at the
Water Department
beginning April 14, 2025
during regular business hours:
Monday to Thursday
8:00AM to 5:00PM
Sticker fee 1s $75.00
Second stickers for same
household cost an additional
$30.00.

Renewals can be paid online
at www.spencerma.gov or by
mailing your completed form
with check/money order
Please include a stamped self
addressed envelope to:
Department of Utilities &
Facilities
Attention: Stickers
3 Old Meadow Road
Spencer, MA 01562
Questions? Call 508-885-7515.

(Special note: Important Venue Update
for MassIndie. Due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, our previously announced
venue, starlite in Southbridge, has
closed. All three days of MassIndie—
April 24 to 26—will now take place at the
Wellsworth Hotel in Southbridge.)

The festival is presented by the
Shawna Foundation which also runs the
Shawna Shea Film Festival (SSFF) which
will return to Southbridge in July. The
Foundation also runs the Scandriglia
Film Festival in Italy every other year in
October. Our next date there is October
2026.

This year’s MassIndie Film Fest
includes the feature length movies
“Mountain Lion” by Brooklyn Demme,
film director Jonathan Demme’s
son, “Fakes” by John Hayeck shot entire-
ly in Worcester; and “The Dirty Gerund
Poetry Show Documentary” by Manny
Alvarado about the iconic Worcester
poetry reading series that has taken
place at Ralph’s Diner for the last 15
years.

“We also offer screenings online exclu-
sively to the Shawna Foundation Patreon
subscribers which include the feature

length films ‘“Atrabilious” by William
Atticus Parker, son of Billy Crudup and
Mary-Louise Parker, starring Jeffrey
Wright and Leon Addison Brown and
the Canadian Feature “Home Free” by
Avi Ronn Federgreen starring Michelle
Nolden and Art Hindle. Allowing our
Patreon members this opportunity helps
people who live in rural areas or who
don’t have the ability to travel to take
part in experiencing truly independent
art.” said festival director Skip Shea.

The festival also has blocks full of
short experimental, horror, internation-
al and documentaries made by filmmak-
ers who chose to lean more towards art
then commerce with their work showing
their true independent spirit.

“In keeping with the mission of the
Shawna Foundation roughly 60 per-
cent of the movies we will screen were
made by people in the underrepresent-
ed communities. But that also reflects
roughly the average amount of films
submitted by the same community. The
Shawna Foundation has become known
that we are the home for all voices. We
truly believe that showing the stories
of a diverse population only shows how

much we have in common. We all experi-
ence sadness, joy, loss and survival. And
we can all relate to that,” said Shea.

Shea is an acclaimed Uxbridge-based
filmmaker, writer, director and produc-
er who founded the Shawna E. Shea
Memorial Foundation Inc. in memory
of his daughter Shawna E. Shea, an
Uxbridge High School student and a cre-
ative and artistic young woman who died
at 16 in a 1999 automobile crash.

The nonprofit organization runs a
number of arts and film programs, all
with the Shawna Foundation’s mission
to equitably promote and support stu-
dents through scholarship and showcase
artists in filmmaking, performance arts,
poetry and other creative endeavors with
a focus on underrepresented commu-
nities. The Foundation’s vision is the
belief that the arts and education are
essential to creating a vibrant, healthy
community and world.

Tickets for program blocks are $10.
For the full schedule and to buy tickets,
visit shawnafoundation.org.

QCC to screen addiction documentary
filmed in Worcester

WORCESTER Quinsigamond
Community College is hosting a screen-
ing of the documentary film “Recovery
City” on Monday, April 7 at 6 p.m. in the
Hebert Auditorium of the main cam-
pus on 670 West Boylston St., Worcester.
This event is free and open to the pub-
lic. The screening will be followed by a
panel discussion with the director and
cast members.

“Recovery City” was directed by Lisa
Olivieri and follows four women from
Worcester who are either in recovery
from drug addiction, or helping oth-

ers with addic-

¥

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

tion recovery. The
film received the

Hi! My name is Wesley, and
| would like to be an engineer
when | grow up!

Meet your
candidates
for selectmen

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The candidates for
Board of Selectmen in North Brookfield will
be hosting a “meet and greet” on Friday, April
25. It will begin at 6 p.m., and will be held at the
North Brookfield Sportsman’s Club. Come and
get to meet the candidates and get to know us.

+ % % Friday’'s Child # 4+

Wesley is a healthy, sweet, crea-
tive, helpful and caring boy. Bright
and curious about his surround-
ings, he may appear shy and re-
served at first but becomes more
comfortable through play. Wesley
is not comfortable talking about
himself to others. Wesley is a

. natural builder. He loves building
Wesley with Legos and can make amaz-
Age 10 ing and ornate origami art. He

also creates new games and has
a very vivid imagination. He loves
to read. Math is his favorite subject. He would like to be an engi-
neer when he grows up.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/21180805788

Registration # 8475

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and
teens in foster care.

a;\\ ((i\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\

Audience Award for Best Documentary
Feature at the 2024 GlobeDocs Film
Festival and the 2024 Provincetown
International Film Festival.

“Everyone’s lives are touched by
addiction and being able to pull back
the curtain in our own community and
see what these people’s journeys have
been, will be an eye-opening experi-
ence,” said QCC’s Director of Health
and Wellness Heather Lukas, organizer
of the screening.

Lukas wanted to screen the film on
campus to spread awareness about
local issues such as the hazardous
effects of opioid abuse. Lukas has
completed work with the Worcester

The setting will be
informal. You can ask the
questions that are import-
ant to you and discuss
the issues that you want
to discuss. This will help
you to make an informed
decision on Election Day:
There will be free food
and entertainment pro-
vided. Contributions are
appreciated.

Department of Public Health’s opioid
taskforce and the state’s Community
Naloxone Program (CNP), which has
allowed QCC to offer education and
distribution of naloxone with the goal
of preventing death from an opioid
overdose.

“The fact that this was filmed in
Worcester over five years, doesn’t show
active drug use, but shows the featured
women doing well really sets this film
apart from other documentaries on this
subject,” Lukas said, adding, “This is
a powerful film that is a must watch.”

Word of Life

Church invites
community to
Resurrection
Sunday Service

SPENCER — Word of Life Church invites the com-
munity to join its Resurrection Sunday Service April
20, beginning at 9 a.m. at the American Legion Hall, 175
Main St., Spencer.

We are a church that believes that the love of God
is for everyone, and that whosoever calls on the Lord
shall be saved. A place where you will find forgiveness
and redemption.

This will be a tie of worship and prayer and the
reading of His living Word, the Bible. Whether you are

a believer in Christ already or someone looking for a
reason and a purpose, you are welcome.

74

MANAGEMENT

ASHLEY COURT - Ashburnham, MA
ASTORWOOD PLACE - Spencer, MA
AUTUMN RIDGE - Fiskdale, MA
BAYBERRY POINT - Salisbury, MA
CROMESETT WOODS - Wareham, MA
ELIM HOUSING - Norton, MA

a

Equal Housing

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR WAIT LIST

Ashley Court, Astorwood Place, Autumn Ridge, Bayberry Point, Cromesett
Woods, Elim Housing, Foxglove, Kirkwood Place, Marconi Village, Pineview and
Wellington are for ages 62 or older or disabled regardless of age. They feature ONE
bedroom apartments including:
appliances, parking, on-site laundry, community room,
alarm systems, rents based on income.

Heatherwood 1s a family complex which features 2 & 3 bedroom apartments.

Income must be within the USDA, Rural Development income guidelines. If needed,
please request a wheelchair accessible unit.
For an application please contact:
SK Management Co., Inc.
PO Box 250
New Ipswich, NH 03071
603-878-2400 or TDD 603-878-1326

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Appleton Business Center P.O. Box 250 New Ipswich, NH 03071-0250

FOXGLOVE - Harvard, MA
HEATHERWOOD- Baldwinville, MA
KIRKWOOD PLACE - Palmer, MA
MARCONI VILLAGE - Marion, MA
PINEVIEW - Baldwinville, MA
WELLINGTON - Westminster, MA

&

Opportunity

Phone: (603) 878-2400 FAX: (603) 878-4740 TDD: (603) 878-1326
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QCC’s Auxilium Center for Entrepreneurship announced

WORCESTER

Quinsigamond
Community College
kicked off StartUp Week
Worcester earlier today
with the announcement
of the Auxilium Center
for Entrepreneurship, a

sible through the support
of the CIliff and Susan
Rucker Foundation.

The Auxilium Center
for Entrepreneurship will
serve as an innovation
hub for QCC students of
any discipline, offering

new initiative made pos-

Central Mass. Grown
celebrates 10 years
of supporting local farmers

workshops, mentoring,

STURBRIDGE — This May, Central Massachusetts
Grown will celebrate ten years of helping farmers
thrive and educating consumers on the importance of
supporting local farms.

Central Mass Grown is a non-profit organization
and one of several Buy Local organizations across
Massachusetts tasked with encouraging consumers to
support local agricultural businesses, especially farms
and restaurants. Across Worcester County every year,
more than fifteen hundred farms produce more than $87
million in agricultural products. These farms are a vital
part of our economy and our community. They protect
open space from development, protect wildlife habitats
and water supplies, and support local businesses in
their community, contributing to a strong local econ-
omy. Our local farms produce food more sustainably
than what you typically find in a supermarket, grow
our economy, support our neighbors, and make Central
Massachusetts a better place to live.

Since it was founded in late 2014, Central Mass Grown'’s
network has grown to cover the entire region, tirelessly
promoting the importance of protecting our farmers
and farmland. CMG regularly hosts workshops to help
farmers improve their business and use environmental-
ly sustainable practices. It is also active in promoting
local farmers markets, helping ensure more people in
Worcester County have more access to the best, highest
quality food and other products. It has advocated for our
farmers, especially during the COVID pandemic and in
the wake of the devastating weather of 2023.

As CMG looks toward the next ten years, the need for
strong small farms and local businesses is clearer and
more important than ever. As we've all seen, national
and international supply chains can be disrupted by
political events and natural disasters. By protecting our
local food system, local agriculture is creating local food
security and food sovereignty. We must continue to find
more sustainable ways to protect our land, increase food
access, and make access to land and food equitable to
all. The mission of Central Mass Grown continues to be
to support local farmers and local agriculture to create
a healthier community and a better, more sustainable
environment.

Central Mass Grown will hold their Annual Meeting
celebrating their tenth year on Friday, May 2 at Deep
Roots Distillery in Sturbridge. More information can be
found on their Web site at centralmassgrown.org.

Prépane

508-248-9797
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MEEPRAL Tanks Filled

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

(JzD{) emm— $5.70 300-500.000000000ee $255 o0 80%
50-75 s $3.40 500 PLUS........ $240 .
TR B e $3.05 Duel FUel .o.vveees ¢$375  Driver
150-300........$275 Drop off Tanks....$300 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 4/7/25 was $3.1 5 per gallon*

consultation services and
entrepreneurship-focused
curriculum.

“This has been an
amazing partnership.
The Center will help our
students get the social
capital and the guidance
that they need. The gen-
erous gift of the Cliff and
Susan Rucker Foundation
will help empower QCC
students to be catalysts
for economic growth.
Our students are rooted
here, and they will invest
in our community,” said
QCC President Dr. Luis
Pedraja.

The Cliff and Susan
Rucker Foundation has
committed $100,000 per
year for a minimum of
three years to support

staffing and program-
ming at the Center.

“No aspiring entre-
preneur should ever
feel like they’re doing
it alone. In partnership
with QCC we’re laying
the groundwork for a
vibrant entrepreneur-
ial hub...in the broader
Worcester community,”
said Jacob Rucker, private
equity analyst at Rucker
Investments and co-found-
er of Auxilium. “This will
be a space where bold
ideas are welcome, risk is
encouraged and support is
real. Auxilium will be this
program’s partner, men-
tor and constant source of
encouragement.”

Also speaking at the
announcement was Noah

MacDonald, who is study-
ing business administra-
tion at QCC and start-
ed a group for students
called Coalition of Rising
Entrepreneurs (CORE)
to help students such as
himself who want to start
their own ventures.

“I just started getting
into entrepreneurship
and I can see how import-
ant it is. I have very big
goals for my life so I'm
grasping opportunities.
A place like this could
give me the mentorship
that I need and show me
the paths I can take,”
MacDonald commented.

QCC Board of Trustees
President Dr. Linda
MayKkel reflected on start-
ing a dental practice with-

out knowing where to
turn for advice on simple
business practices such
as signing a commercial
lease.

“To have a center now
where students can come
and have people to mentor
them through is absolute-
ly one of the most exciting
things I've seen since I've
been here,” said Maykel.
“The Center will also
maximize QCC’s exist-
ing wraparound services
like counseling and the
HomePlate Food Pantry &
Resource Center.”

The Center is set to
open on QCC’s main cam-
pus in Fall 2025.

Safe boating certificate courses scheduled
at Milford and Webster locations

REGION — The United
States Coast Guard
Auxiliary Tri-State
Flotilla, Massachusetts
will be instructing three
upcoming boating safety
classes that meet current
state mandated educa-
tional requirements.

The Boat America
course is offered in a
one-day format devel-
oped to provide the skills
and confidence needed
to explore the coast and
inland waters by boat.
Basic knowledge and
skills are needed to have
safe and enjoyable boat-
ing experiences. This
course is perfect for fam-
ilies that have just pur-
chased any type of boat
or are planning to in the
future, and for the boater
keeping up with chang-
es to boating regulations
and laws. Basic marline-
spike seamanship (knots
etc.) will also be included.
Successful completion
of the course will certify
any minor, from 12 to 16
years of age, to operate
a powerboat, including
a Personal Water Craft/

Jet SKi (for 16 & 17-year-
old operators), on all
Massachusetts waters;
in conjunction with the
Mass. Environmental
Police. Approved by
National Association
of State Boating
Law Administrators
(NASBLA) it will also
cover the requirements
to operate a vessel in
most other states & many
countries where boating
safety education is man-
datory, including Rhode
Island and Connecticut.
The Hanson-Milone
Boater Safety Act, signed
into Mass. Law January
8, will now require all
Mass. motorboat oper-
ators to complete an
approved Safe Boating
Certificate course before
April 1, 2026 for anyone
born after Jan. 1, 1998,
and by April 1, 2028 for
boaters born before Jan.
1, 1998. Enforcement of
the new law will begin on
September 1, 2026. This
course meets the future
Mass. requirement. Most
boating insurance com-
panies offer a discount

on premiums for success-
ful completion of this
course.

Participants 16 years
old and under must be
accompanied, in person,
by a registered parent/
guardian. Space is limit-
ed, so register soon:

Milford High School —
Saturdays — May 3 and
June 7-9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Milford High School
courses offered at 31 West
Fountain St., Milford.

Registration is man-
aged through the Milford
Community School Use
Program,

https://milfordcommu-
nityprogram.activityreg.
com/ss_t2.wcs

Adult-Winter-2024/2025
and Spring 2025 -
Educational Boat

America Certificate Class

or call Laura Farrell
(508) 478-1119, email Ifar-
rell@milfordma.com,;

The registration dead-
line is six days prior to
course,

For additional
USCGAux. information:
phil.uscgaux@verizon.

Community
Connection

net or (508) 478-3778.
Webster Fire

Department — Saturday,

May 17-9a.m. to 5 p.m.

Webster Fire
Department Classroom,
55 Thompson  Rd.,
Webster.

Contact our Public
Education Officer Phil
Kubat for registration or
additional

information: email
phil.uscgaux@verizon.
net or call (508) 478-3778.

To locate these and
other USCG Auxiliary
courses (BA and BS&S)
that will meet certifica-
tion requirements go to:
https://www.cgaux.org/
boatinged/class_finder/

index.php.
The Coast Guard
Auxiliary is the uni-

formed civilian compo-
nent of the U.S. Coast
Guard and supports the
Coast Guard in nearly
all mission areas. The
Auxiliary was created
by Congress in 1939. For
more information, please
visit www.cgaux.org

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” ﬂ‘;
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JEWELERS

SeEm
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Vorin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER (®) JEWELERS™ EAE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

9

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages

Find Us on Social Media F1®
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SEASONED
CORD WOOD

Our Wood was Cut
down 2 years ago.
All hard wood.
Cut and Split to your
size. 2 cord orders no
delivery Charge.
$300. Per Cord.
Call or Text
413-668-7858

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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ORTHEAS

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.

Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week ¢ We Deliver
APRIL SPECIALS

I PIITA s OUR

Bacon
Pizza

Sm. $6.99
Lg. $9.99

Grilled Chicken
Sub
Sm. 8” $5.99
Lg. 12” $6.99

Make it a stirfry $1.00 more
Sautéed onions, peppers,
mushrooms, and cheese

Cannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.

Small
Cheese Pizza
EVERYDAY 11-4

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St.
508-892-9276

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~
www.northeastpizza.com

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567
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EDITORIAL

Identity
politics is
exhausting,
and misses
the point

Somewhere along the way, we
were convinced that being political-
ly aware means picking a side and
sticking to it no matter what. Red
team, blue team. Us vs. them. You're
either all in or you’re out. Here’s the
thing no one wants to admit unless
you're an elected official, no one
actually cares what “side” you're on.

Your neighbor doesn’t care if you
vote left or right — they care if
you help them dig out after a snow-
storm. Your community doesn’t ben-
efit from your party loyalty, it bene-
fits when you show up, vote on the
issues that matter, and take action
that improves real lives.

This performative, party-first
mindset we’ve fallen into is exhaust-
ing. Frankly, it’s childish. Political
parties were never supposed to be
tribal identities, they were supposed
to be tools. Temporary alliances
to move policies forward. Instead,
we’ve turned them into something
resembling sports teams, where peo-
ple root for their side no matter how
bad the playbook gets.

What if we stripped away the party
labels altogether? What if we voted
on the issues themselves instead of
accepting whatever bundle of poli-
cies a party wraps in its packaging?
Most people don’t fit neatly into one
ideological box and pretending we do
has only divided us more.

We should be holding elected offi-
cials accountable, not treating them
like mascots. We should be debating
ideas, not defending party lines like
we’re in some playground argument.
And we should stop letting political
branding override personal think-
ing.

Want to be a true patriot? Read up,
show up and stop picking sides as
though we’re all choosing a dodge-
ball team. Vote like it’s about the
issues. Because it is. And like your
own future, and that of the genera-
tions that will follow you, depends on
it. Because it does.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

ON AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

I ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Not rocket science

To the Editor:

Elon Musk’s company, Space X ,
recently made news for performing
a safe round trip to the International
Space Station that included a ride
home for two astronauts whose eight-
day trip got extended to three months
due to equipment issues This actually
was rocket science.

When you say something is not rock-
et science, you infer that it is just
common sense, which, unfortunately,
is no longer common. An example of
lack of common sense was including
the press on Houthi attack plans in
Yemen. The response that all is well
that ends well discounts a participant
posting that they confirmed a target
was on site. A true operative would
wonder if such a statement might
compromise the life or effectiveness
of the source. Some people would
serve us far better not getting into
classified info, unnecessarily. One
example would be a high government
official extracting information stored
in a bathroom, for dinner banter with
an Australian billionaire. Discussing
how close our subs can get to shore,
without detection, which said billion-
aire then published in his country,
is an example of poor judgement or
security — not rocket science

Although many of the current
President’s people have little national
security experience, many of them
being wealthy or even billionaires,
would indicate that they know what
sound judgement looks like. While
I have little insight into what makes
Musk’s DOGE 19-year-old audit crew,
so much more efficient than the 100
cyber ninja’s it took 5 months to
recount Arizona’s ballots, it does not
seem like rocket science to me, that
auditing multi-billion-dollar agencies,
with less people, might take longer.
While all I know about USAID is that
JFK started it as outreach to famine
and starvation, disease and pestilence,
and that it also had the side effect of

thwarting terrorist recruitment that
farms are over our corn belt fly signs
saying “We Feed the World,” T don’t
have to watch children dying, so hope
it is worth it. May God have mercy on
our souls.

Here are a couple of math prob-
lems I would like to see explained.
1) The Consumer Protection Agency
cost us half billion a year to operate.
It returned $18 billion to consumers
last year. Do we think this a waste of
money, or that consumer fraud is over?
2) The National Park Service, creat-
ed by Teddy Roosevelt and the jewel
of all government owned land, had
an operating budget of $3.5 billion,
that returned $55 billion in revenue
last year Every park, not yet in high
season, is lamenting that the damage
done bankrupted nursing homes, say
come get gramma) will be irreparable.

DOGE is currently cutting the IRS,
in high filing season, who already
was short staffed Doing clearly ludi-
crous things at Social Security and
Medicare. (Even the most ardent
MAGA cult members my notice when
bankrupted nursing homes, say come
get gramma.)

Perhaps the most outrageous of
all, cuts to an already understaffed
VA after firing 121,000 government
employees, of with many are disabled
and/or vets

If there were actual fraud, funds
should be clawed back, and indict-
ments issued. When all is said and
done, a real audit and connect the dots
consequences computed, my guess is
no savings, only costs. And that’s not
rocket science

If you want to punish Elon, who
only owns 12 percent of Tesla, do not
buy one. Burning his or customers for
replacement is profit and increased
insurance costs Want him gone, write
Congress and flip seats to blue.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

If this isn’t grounds for impeachment,
what is?

To the Editor:

The President’s threat to revoke
the security clearance of law firms
like Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton
& Garrison unless they provide him
with millions of dollars’ worth of
free legal services going forward,
and their acceptance of those terms,
should have anyone and everyone who
is concerned about this country, the
preservation of the rule of law, and
our individual security gravely con-
cerned.

Certainly, Paul, Weiss and the other
firms were put in a bad position.
Nonetheless, their quick capitulation
to Donald Trump and his threats was
shameful. Given an opportunity to
take a stand against this blatant crim-
inality and for the rule of law, they
chose instead to provide pro bono
legal services to the Extortionist-in-
Chief, presumably including defend-
ing him when he is challenged by
others who might oppose actions of
this nature. It’s like a lawyer saying to
a serial robber, “Hey, if you don’t rob
me, I'll defend you for free if you go
rob somebody else.”

With his threat to revoke the secu-

rity clearance of these law firms, the
President is apparently implying that
they are a threat to our national secu-
rity. If so, by all means, revoke their
clearances. But to say in the next
breath that such revocation, and the
harsh economic consequences that
would accompany it, can be prevented
by simply paying up — that’s some-
thing else. Something that has all the
appearance of extortion.

The Supreme Court, when it con-
ferred criminal immunity on the
President for official acts while in
office, left impeachment as the only
recourse for felonious conduct by a
president under the guise of official
action. If using the presidency as a
front for running a shakedown rack-
et is not criminal conduct, what is?
The ball is therefore in the Congress’
court to do its sworn duty to defend
the rule of law and the Constitution.
Anything short of presenting articles
of impeachment is an abdication of
their civic responsibility and a renun-
ciation of their oath of office.

ROGER BANKS
SPENCER

Vote no on the Sapphire Anniversary

To the Editor:

Attention, homeowners of Spencer.

This year marks the sapphire anni-
versary of Proposition 2 %, the prop-
erty tax cap passed by voters in 1980.
Prop 2 % limits municipal govern-
ments to a 2.5 percent increase in
assessed property taxes each year!

The Spencer selectmen have agreed
that you do not pay enough property
taxes! Please assess your tax bills
for fiscal 2025. They did not go down,
and the selectmen want them to go up
and up!

The average tax bill for fiscal 2025
has increased $500, and the school
override is not yet included in tax
bills! When you cannot afford your
property taxes, what will you do?
Maybe move to Leicester, Palmer or
East Brookfield, towns that believe
that government must be constrained!

The cost of fuel, insurance, food and

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

utilities is astronomical, the highest
they have ever been!

It is in our best interest to keep
local government small and afford-
able, as we don’t aspire to be Newton,
Cambridge or Framingham!

Bigger government is not better
government! Ever expanding gov-
ernment yields ever expanding bud-
gets and bloated bureaucracies that
siphon more and more tax dollars
from the working class!

The override racket will be dis-
cussed and debated and of course
justified with threats of less local ser-
vices but don’t be duped by their scare
and shame tactics! You must be pre-
pared to vote no!

Vote no Tuesday, May 13 at the local
annual town election, 7 a.m. — 7 p.m.!

JEN GAUCHER
SPENCER

CALL 774-200-7308

How to cope
with market
volatility

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

The financial markets always go
through periods of instability. And we
may see more of that now, given con-
cerns about tariffs, inflation and the
economy. As an investor, how can you
deal with this volatility?

Some investors try to take advantage
of market ups and downs by attempting
to follow the age-old advice to “buy low
and sell high” — that is, they seek to
buy stocks when they feel prices have
bottomed out and they sell stocks when
they think the market has reached a
high point. In theory, this is a great idea,
but in practice, it’s essentially impossi-
ble, because no one can really predict
market highs and lows.

Rather than trying to anticipate highs
and lows, your best strategy for cop-
ing with the price fluctuations of the
financial markets is to diversify your
investment portfolio by owning a mix
of stocks, bonds and other types of
securities. Different types of financial
assets can move in different directions
at any given time — so, for example,
stocks may be up while bonds are down,
or vice versa. If you only owned one of
these types of assets, and the market
for that asset class was down, your port-
folio could take a bigger hit than if you
owned a variety of asset types.

And you can further diversify within
individual asset categories. Stocks can
be domestic or international, large-com-
pany or small-company — and these
groupings can also move in different
directions at the same time, depending
on various market forces. As for bonds,
they too don’t always move in a uniform
direction, or at least with the same
intensity — for instance, when interest
rates rise, bond prices tend to fall, but
longer-term bonds may fall more than
shorter-term ones, which are closer to
maturity with fewer interest payments
remaining. Conversely, when rates are
falling, longer-term bonds may be more
attractive because they lock in higher
yields for a longer time. Consequently,
one diversification technique for bonds
is to build a “ladder” containing bonds
of varying maturities.

Some investments, by their nature,
are already somewhat diversified. A
mutual fund can contain dozens, or
even hundreds, of stocks, or a mix-
ture of stocks and bonds. And differ-
ent mutual funds may have different
investment objectives — some focus
more on growth, while others are more
income-oriented — so, further diversifi-
cation can be achieved by owning a mix
of funds.

Furthermore, some investors achieve
even greater diversification by owning
alternative investments, such as real
estate, commodities and cryptocurren-
cies, although these vehicles themselves
are often more volatile than those in
more traditional investment categories.

While a diversified portfolio is import-
ant for every investor, your exact level
of diversification — the percentages of
your portfolio devoted to stocks, bonds
and other securities — will depend on
your individual risk tolerance, time
horizon and financial goals. You may
want to consult with a financial pro-
fessional about creating the diversified
investment mix that’s right for your
needs.

Ultimately, while diversification can’t
guarantee profits or protect against all
losses, it can help you reduce some of
the risks associated with investing and
better prepare you to deal with the inev-
itable volatility of the financial markets
— two key benefits that can help you
over the many years you’ll spend as an
investor.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
You must evaluate whether a bond or
CD ladder and the securities held within
it are consistent with your investment
objectives, risk tolerance and financial
circumstances. Including callable bonds
may increase the interest rate risk of a
bond ladder. Bonds may be called prior
to maturity, which could result in lower
yields with new investments.
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Kudos

To the Editor:

Many thanks to Ken Kimball, Kevin
Kane and David Brown for their intel-
ligent, informative and well written let-
ters over the past several months.

Their letters have given me the
strength and push I needed to get me
through the pain of what is happening
in the world right now.

My husband and I, as well as sever-

al of our friends, will be going to our
first-ever protest this week, and we are
proud to be doing it.

We can’t be silent! We need to do and
say whatever it takes to save our democ-
racy and our beautiful country.

Take America back!

NOREEN FERNANDES
WEST BROOKFIELD

What does ‘merit’ mean to Trump?

To the Editor:

Many people who voted for Donald
Trump voted for a person they thought
would run this county like a business
— not just any business, but a business
focused on profit and efficiency. What
better way than to put the government
under the control of wealthy business-
men? Away with D.EI! Away with
“woke” attitudes, whatever they are!
Critical jobs should be held on the basis
of merit!

Merit! That sounds like a reason-
able idea. But recent hires by Donald
Trump suggest that merit, in his eyes,
is the willingness to abandon the rule
of law and promote policies that would
weaken the balance of power, enabling
Trump in his goal of staying in power
as long as he wants and punishing those
who would get in his way.

USAID? Why waste money try-
ing to feed starving children abroad?
Put America first, and just eliminate
the whole agency! National Weather
Service? Why waste money on an agen-
cy that promotes climate change “pro-
paganda!” Department of Education?
Eliminate it! More mind control leading
to Woke ideas and the questioning of
sound business policies? What science
and history do our children really need
to know? Who really won the 2020 elec-
tion?

I can understand why people might
be drawn to a businessman who prom-
ises low taxes and the elimination of
wasteful spending. But Donald Trump?
Six bankruptcies with his casinos, a
fraudulent university forced to repay
students $25 million, a charity scam
closed by the government, a trail of
lawyers and other employees punished
for doing his illegal bidding, and over
30 criminal indictments! This history
is a role model for running any busi-
ness? But changing the name of taxes
to tariffs - what a great idea! Adding
an average yearly cost of over $3,000 in
tariffs to the average family budget is so
much more acceptable.

It has been a few months since
Christmas, but I still clearly remem-
ber the message of one of my favorite
Christmas stories, Charles Dickens’s
“A Christmas Carol.” In one scene,
Ebenezer Scrooge tells the ghost of
his old business partner, Jacob Marley,
that he always thought of Jacob as a
good man of business. Jacob wailed in
response “Business! Mankind was my
business! The common good was my
business!” In another scene, the Ghost

of Christmas Present opened his robes
to show Scrooge two children huddled
against him. He told Scrooge that one
child was hunger, and the other was
ignorance. He warned Scrooge to be
concerned about both, but especially the
child called ignorance. Unfortunately,
Trump appears to have little concern for
either child.

Personally, I think we all would
fare better under the leadership of a
person who was less the “good man of
business” and more simply the good
man, a skilled parent who is caring and
concerned for all members of the family.
How does Trump fare on that standard?
Cheating on his third wife while she
is nursing his youngest child! I count
myself lucky that I don’t have Donald
Trump in my family tree.

So it has been two and a half
months, and what has Trump accom-
plished? Unfortunately, quite a bit - and
our image as a beacon for freedom and
our reputation as a land of opportunity
has become severely tarnished. The
U.S. is changing, and not in a good way.
America firstt Who cares what hap-
pens to the rest of the world! Just as
a “me first” mentality is not conducive
to maintaining lasting relationships,
greedy and selfish national policies can
quickly result in the loss of allied sup-
port. And what country would want to
share critical information with an ally
who stores top secret classified infor-
mation in a bathroom or who discusses
“battle plans” in an insecure chat room
atmosphere?

D.E.I. Diversity, equity, inclusion.
Actually, those values could help form a
powerful work force by greatly expand-
ing the opportunity of gifted individu-
als to demonstrate their merit. But the
apparent MAGA interpretation of D.E.L.
is dumb, extreme, insane, or divisive,
exclusive, insensitive? Threatening
trade wars and forced occupation of
our neighbors! I certainly did not see
that coming. What else are we going to
see in Trump’s first 100 days in office?
I'm not sure how you define “Woke,”
but I certainly hope that enough of us
become “awake” to the perilous situ-
ations that we are facing in order to
prevent our democracy from becoming
another autocracy of billionaires sid-
ing with tyrants like Putin rather than
supporting democracies throughout the
world and preserving our planet for
future generations.

DaviD W. BROWN
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Additional Letters To The Editor,
See Page A-10

I look forward to serving the people of

North Broo

To the Editor:

My name is Ralph Kay. I am running
for the two-year term on the Board of
Selectmen in North Brookfield. My wife
and I moved here about five and a half
years ago. We have been married for 44
years. We have three grown children
and six grandchildren with number
seven on the way. Previously, we lived
in Spencer and in East Brookfield for
16 years.

I am a retired high school math teach-
er. Prior to that, I was an executive
in an insurance company. I made the
career change in order to better serve
my community while also providing for
my family. I earned a Bachelor’s degree
at Nichols College and a Master’s degree
at Western New England University. I
have also served many years as a suc-
cessful coach. I coached girls’ and boys’
soccer at David Prouty, Women’s and
Men’s soccer at Anna Maria College,
as well as softball coach at both Bay
Path and Quabbin. I also served as
Athletic Director in North Brookfield.
As a coach, I instilled the necessity
of working together toward a common
goal. This trait is vital for bringing
North Brookfield together and helping
the town to flourish.

I want to be able to help my com-
munity. I was appointed to the School
Committee recently. However, when the
selectman position became available,
I feel that my skills are best suited for

ield

the responsibilities of selectman. The
skills that I have attained over the years
that make me a good fit for a selectman
position include: public speaking. lead-
ership, giving direction, and organizing.
I have a high degree of integrity and a
strong work ethic. I am a morale builder
and a team builder.

I have no special interest topic to push
through nor do I have an axe to grind. I
am running purely to be able to serve
our community. We like this town. As
an observer, the town has experienced
little growth, a large tax demand on res-
idents, and not a great degree of vision
for the future. My desire to serve in this
position is to reverse these trends.

What can you expect from me? I take
a no-nonsense approach to problem
solving. I am certain to perform due
diligence when making decisions. I use
common sense combined with an ana-
lytical, data based process. I find that
solutions based on feelings, emotions, or
lacking facts do not work. I am readily
approachable, I am a good listener, and
I will work for the best interest of the
town.

Ilook forward to serving the people of
North Brookfield, and I would greatly
appreciate your trust and your vote.

Sincerely,
RALPH Kay
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Dangerous MAGA times

To the Editor:

After less than three months of the
Trump Presidency, it very much seems
that our beloved 250-year-old United
States has suffered more damage than
at any time since the 1860s. Than we
fought a Civil War against one another.

Like every other country, we do not
stand as perfect. However, we have stood
as the world’s best hope, a model to oth-
ers and as the leader of the “free” world.

Similarly, as we turned into 2025, our
economy, though unequal, functioned as
the best in the world. Economic growth
ranked as the best, jobs creation was at
a high, and our Constitution and laws
government systems, people and public
and private institutions functioned well.
They contributed to this success.

Now, much of this success, and the
reasons for it, face extreme danger.
Some examples of this follow.

To quote the richest person in the
world, Trump supporter Elon Musk,
our government departments and agen-
cies and our public servants have been
“Chains Sawed” or if not destroyed
made much less effective. While I have
almost never worked in a U. S, govern-
ment organization I have often worked
with some under contract or other-
wise. Likewise I have done the same
with other governments and similar
organizations around the world. Until
the beginning of 2025 I could say that
including faults, ours ranked among the
best and well above most. Now Trump,
Musk, and Project 20205 ultra-right
wingers have by, chain saw, crippled
them and us.

Social Security stands as a good exam-
ple. First, they said the Social Security
system was awash with fraud and cost
too much to run. Both are known to
be lies. Overpayments of any kind are
very few, and its operating costs, by
any measure, are very low. Then they
badly damaged the computer systems

that it needs to make monthly payments
and adjustments. Then they cut staff
and forced out many senior experienced
staff. Some experts think the payment
and other systems may fall apart in the
next few months.

Now, like with Social Security, with
Medicaid and Medicare, the MAGA con-
trolled Congress moves toward cutting
funding.

Let’'s discuss a second example,
Trump tariffs. The President has said
he wants to go the time around 1900,
when tariffs. not income taxes, most-
ly funded the government. In contrast,
he never talks about the 1950’s, when,
under Republican Eisenhower and a
time of great economic growth, the
income tax rate for the wealthy was
about 70 percent.

Over the years since World War II,
the United States, both in self-interest
and for the greater good, has developed
and operated an imperfect but generally
good international “free trading sys-
tem.” Last week, with his ignorant and
destructive tariff system, the Trumps
have also “chain sawed” our own global
trading system. Not only the stock mar-
kets, but our important trading part-
ners have strongly reacted from the
massive mistake. In it, we are again
“America alone.”

In addition to other massive damage,
we need to realize that these tariffs will
basically function as a sales tax added
to our bills. They will mostly effect our-
selves - the middle and working class-
es - and especially those who rely on
Social Security, Medicaid and Medicare
because this “sales tax’ will never equal
income taxes collections so cuts in them
will happen.

We need to push back.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER
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Picture this: a man

The secret of Socrates

was it—just one

in a suit, contracts pogmvery word, over and

in hand, marching over: No.

down a hallway like SPEAKING

he’s heading into bat- When the man

tle. TOBY walks out, nothing
MOORE changes except his

He swings open blood pressure.
the office door, eyes Now pause here.

locked on his business
partner. He’s angry. He’s
certain. He’s ready to set
the record straight.

“This is outrageous,”
he says, slamming the
folder on the desk. “You
agreed to these terms.
You're backing out now?”

The partner, calm but
resolute, folds his hands.
“No, I didn’t agree to
that.”

“Yes, you did,” the man
in the suit snapped.

“No, I didn’t,” his part-
ner replied, calm as ever.

The conversation spi-
rals. The angrier the
businessman gets, the
firmer his partner digs
in. No progress. No com-
promise. A Stalemate;
nowhere to go. And that

Let’s talk about what just
happened.

The problem wasn’t the
disagreement. The prob-
lem was the approach. He
came in swinging—accu-
sation first, challenge sec-
ond. He backed the other
person into a corner. And
people don’t make deals
when they feel cornered.
They defend themselves.
They harden.

The second someone
says ‘no,” it’s like con-
crete drying. Fast. Solid.
Tough to crack.

Dale Carnegie called
this The Secret of
Socrates in “How to Win
Friends and Influence
People.”

He wrote: “In talking
with people, don’t begin
by discussing the things
on which you differ.

Begin by emphasizing—
and keep on emphasiz-
ing—the things on which
you agree... Get the other
person saying ‘yes, yes’
at the outset. Keep your
opponent, if possible,
from saying ‘no.””

Socrates mastered
this. He didn’t argue. He
asked questions. Obvious
ones. Undeniable ones.
Questions that showed
both sides were aligned.
Only differing in the
method. One yes, then
another. And slowly, the
tension faded. The resis-
tance dropped. The con-
versation shifted. They
weren’t on opposite sides
anymore. They were on
the same page.

Let’s come back to our
world.

Instead of walking into
a room with fire and a
point to prove, try start-
ing with this: “You want
what’s best for the team,
right?” “You care about
this project like I do,
right?” “You want this to
work.”

INAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

Get agreement on the
big picture before diving
into the details. Because
once someone’s in “yes
mode,” they’re far more
likely to stay there.

The truth is, “no” is
more than a word—it’s
a wall. And once it’s
up good luck getting
through. But “yes” is a
bridge. It connects peo-
ple. It opens doors.

Now, picture a good
salesman talking to a
potential customer—not
the pushy kind, but the
thoughtful, sharp kind.

He doesn’t start with,
“So, are you ready to
buy?” He starts with
questions so obvious
they’re effortless to
answer: “You're looking
for something reliable,
right?” “Yes.” “You want
to make sure you're get-
ting the best value for
your money?” “Yes.”
“And I'm guessing you
don’t want to waste time
shopping around forev-
er.” “Exactly.”

Three yeses, right out

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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of the gate!

What just happened?
The customer started
nodding—not just physi-
cally, but mentally. They
felt understood. They felt
like the salesperson was
on their side. And now,
the next sentence—"Let
me show you what I think
is a great fit”—doesn’t
feel like a pitch. It feels
like teamwork.

The beauty of this isn’t
that it tricks people. It’s
that it meets them where
they are. We don’t move
forward when we feel
forced. We move forward
when we feel seen.

And this isn’t just for
sales or business.

A parent asks a teenag-
er, “You want your room
to feel peaceful, right?”
A coach saying to their
team, “You want to win
just as badly as I do.” A

teacher calming a class-
room: “You want to enjoy
this time together, don’t
you?”’

Shared goals, voiced
early, dissolve resistance
before it ever shows up.
They create alignment,
and alignment creates
momentum.

So next time you need
to persuade someone—
whether in a boardroom,
a negotiation, a relation-
ship, or just a conver-
sation—remember the
Secret of Socrates.

Lead with agreement.
Start with what’s obvious.
Find common ground.
Get the nods early:

Because anyone who
leads, teaches, builds, or
negotiates will tell you—
once they’re nodding,
you're already halfway
home.

Coloring Easter Eggs
Naturally

Easter is right around
the corner, and for many,
the annual ritual of col-
oring eggs is an antici-
pated yearly tradition.
But there’s
no need to
run out and
buy a fancy
egg color-
ing kit, as
you likely
have the
ingredients
to make up
a rainbow
of colorful eggs right in
your kitchen cupboard!

The following ideas are
fun and easy to do family
egg coloring projects.

Note: Eggs that are to
be eaten should always
be refrigerated after col-
oring.

wkk

Quick and Easy Classic
Food Coloring Dye

This homemade mix-
ture rivals the basic egg
coloring kits. Use empty
egg cartons to dry the
eggs.

Mix three quarters of
a cup warm water with
one tablespoon white
vinegar. Add one quarter
teaspoon of (no artificial
dye) food coloring. Note:
gel food coloring works
best.

Make individual batch-
es of color in wide mouth
mugs or small bowls. Dip
and soak hard boiled eggs
in mixture to color.

E

Natural Egg Dyes

Note: Patience is the
key to bright colors as
it could take a while to
achieve.

Red: Save the skins
from onions and boil for
one half to one hour. The
more skins you use and
longer you soak, the dark-
er color will be. A small
amount of skins will
produce a light lavender
color.

%%

Pink: Soak hard boiled
eggs in a mug or cup of
cranberry juice or pick-
led beet juice with % tsp
of vinegar until desired
hue is reached.

E

Lavender: Soak hard
boiled eggs in a mug or
cup of grape juice and %
tsp of vinegar until color
is to your liking.

E

Blue: Soak hard boiled
eggs in a mug or cup of
grape juice and % tsp of
vinegar. Soak overnight
in the refrigerator if you
want a dark, rich color.

%%

Yellow: To a cup of hot
water, add one and a half
teaspoons of tumeric and
one half teaspoon vine-
gar.

%%

Golden Tan: Save skins
from yellow onions. Add
to water when hard boil-

ing eggs.
E

Brown: Add one table-
spoon of instant coffee
and one half tsp. vinegar
to a cup of water. Drop in
hard boiled egg and allow
to sit until desired color is

reached.
*%

Pastel Hues: Rub blue-
berries and cranberries
directly on the shells for

soft blues and pinks.
*%

Waxed

TAKE  eggs
Here is
THE a super
HiNT idea for
—. Ccreating
waxed
KAREN eggs that
TRAINOR 5y truly
impres-

sive!

Ingredients: Wax cray-
ons; paper towels; egg
dyes in different colors;
cooking oil.

Instructions: Draw a
heavy crayon pattern
on hard boiled egg. Dip
egg in egg dye, prefera-
bly a dark color. Leave in
dye until desired color
is reached. Remove with
slotted spoon and place
in 200 degree F oven for
a few minutes until wax
is melted. Wipe with
paper towel and dip again
in lighter dye to fill in
pattern where wax was.
Polish finished eggs with
cooking oil and soft cloth.

*%

Reader Hint: This
hint from reader Donna
Lewandowski was
received after last week’s
reader hint column was
submitted- but it is time-
ly for making Easter dish-
es with eggs:

Toremove eggshell frag-
ments from your bowl,
use a piece of eggshell.
The sharp edge of an egg-
shell helps to remove the
fragment.

*%

Reminders to extend
the life of Easter lilies
long beyond this season:

Prolong Potted
Plant: Easter lilies are
gorgeous plants, and with
a few tricks you can pro-
long their life as a potted
plant way past the Easter
holiday.

If you are purchasing
the plant yourself, choose
a healthy looking plant
with a few flowers in
full bloom but with most
unopened. Keep potted
soil moist and place in a
cool 60 to 65 degree room
where it can get some
indirect sunlight. Avoid
direct heat and direct
sunlight. Be sure the pot
is on a saucer, and if it is
wrapped in foil be sure
the foil doesn’t trap any
water in the bottom of
the pot. Help your lily
last even longer by snip-
ping off the pollen laden
anthers from the center
of the blooms.

*%

Longer Lilies: When
your Easter lily has seen
better days, don’t toss it
out! Your potted lilies
can last for years to come
if you plant them out-
side. To do: When leaves
and stems turn yellow
and or brown, trim them
back and plant the bulb
directly into the garden
after the threat of frost
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LHS senior receives
Superintendent’s Scholar Award

Courtesy

LHS senior Kayla Bouchard is congratulated by Leicester Public Schools Superintendent
Brett Kustigian.

LEICESTER — School leaders congratulate senior Kayla Bouchard on receiv-
ing the Leicester High School 2024-‘25 Superintendent’s Scholar Award.

Bouchard was honored by Leicester Public Schools Superintendent Brett
Kustigian during a recent banquet. Held by the Massachusetts Association of
School Superintendents, the program took place at the College of the Holy Cross
in Worcester.

Bouchard is currently ranked first in her class. She plans to pursue a career
in education.

DA’s Victim Witness Advocate

recogmzed with mwml

¥ .
Roes y

REGION — The Worcester County District Attorney’s Office congratulates
Kylie O’Rourke, who serves as the office’s Victim Witness Advocate.

Last week, the Massachusetts District Attorneys Association presented
O’Rourke with this year’s Gerald D. Downing Advocate of the Year Award.

“Kylie is a passionate and empathetic advocate for some of our most vulnera-
ble victims, making sure their voices are heard and they have the support they
need,” read a statement released by the DA’s Office.

Fast Brookfield North Brookfield

Library hosting residents invited
to meet town
Meet the office candidates
Candidates event

NORTH BROOKFIELD — A pre-elec-
EAST BROOKFIELD — The East

tion “Meet the Candidates Night” will
be held on Friday, April 11, at 6 p.m. at
Brookfield Public Library team invites the Senior Center.
residents to attend a Meet the Candidates __‘All candidates who are on the ballot
program this month. for the May 5 Annual Town Election
The event is set for Monday, April 28,
from 5:30-7 p.m.

have been invited to share their posi-
tions on issues of importance to North

“Candidates seeking election or write-
in candidates seeking election for the

Brookfield.
Town Moderator Jim Caldwell will
town office on Tuesday, May 13, are
welcome to attend,” read a statement

preside over the event, asking ques-
released by library officials.

tions designed to allow candidates to
introduce themselves to the commu-

Each candidate will have five minutes
to present and answer questions.

nity, talk about their experiences, and
express what inspired them to run for

. . ;i Office.
M;rgf Dlllnbrary Is located at 122 Connie The event will be broadcast by LPAC
’ on YouTube.

Soft Service Ice Cream

Proudly Serving
the Community
. for 50 Years

Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard Ice Cream
Specializing in
Fresh Fried Seafood
Indoor/ Outdoor Seating!

Route 31 Charlton Depot

£ G WEACET
©® Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11amto 8pm

MOST MAJOR

ﬁ CREDIT CARDS

Courtesy

Unlock the secrets of ancient craftsmanship with the masterful guidance of an expert
blacksmith as part of Bay Path Regional Vocational School’s evening program. With more
than 30 years of experience, the blacksmithing classes offer a rare chance to immerse
yourself in the age-old art of forging. The highly sought-after course, “Forging a Full Tang
Knife,” has drawn so much interest that additional sessions have been added, only to fill
up rapidly. Rooted in his extensive work at the Dancing Hammer Forge in Spencer, where
he has dedicated more than 25 years to crafting everything from railings and gates to
intricate jewelry and artful sculptures, this blacksmith’s expertise is unparalleled. For
those seeking a tailored experience, private lessons are available, offering an opportunity
to learn directly from a seasoned professional. To explore more about his impressive work

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

EASTER BRUNCH BUFFET g“%lg
10am-3pm reservations required Eyery

$39.99/person  4_B€ TR
12 and under $12.99 :

Call to make your reservation today! >

Get your comedy tickets for
April 5th featuring Steve Sweeney!

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 4
LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 8
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

. Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter
menu

Find us on

Facebook

and distinctive approach, visit dancinghammer.com.

M’i. I\WP“ IJ 1 IO,\ B‘ Nyt IPi

AND CONFERENCE CENTER at UNION STATION

Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 20th 10:00AM to 4:00PM

Easter Breakfast & Dinner

Complete Package
(Buffet, Tax, Tip, Parking)
Adults $55
Children 6-12 $40
Toddler 2-5 $30

Breakfast Items,
Hot Entrees,
, / Salads and
I} 1) Fresh Fruit,
Assorted Breads and More.

. Call508-755-6408
= or 508-775-1200
Maxwells Luciano’s Banquet & Conference Center

at the Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester Ma. 01608
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OBITUARIES

Kitty Ostrout, 93

E A S T
BROOKFIELD- Kitty
(Dumas) Ostrout,
of East Brookfield,
passed peacefully at
Harrington Memorial
Hospital on February
8, 2025 after 93 years
of living her life to the
fullest.

Born Annie Holmes in Whitinsville
MA in 1931, Kitty lived most of her life
in the Brookfields where she proudly
raised her family and worked a variety
of jobs throughout the area, most nota-
bly at Wright’s in West Warren and The
Fair in Spencer.

Kitty’s strong, independent streak
was evident to all who loved her and
all who knew her. Whether Kknitting,
sewing, travelling widely to hear coun-
try music stars and collect autographs,
playing cards, visiting friends across
the country, or spending time with fam-
ily, she never hesitated to call it like she
saw it. She was home to many, many
people.

She is survived by four children,
Fay Worthington of East Brookfield,
Dana Dumas of Spencer, Sharon
Bolduc of Whitinsville, Penny Peluso
of Englewood, OH; 3 step-children Rick
Ostrout of East Brookfield, Angela Giza
and Anita Korzec, both of Warren; her
14 grandchildren; many great-grand-
children, who adored her and David
Larkham of West Brookfield was like
a 4th son to her. Kitty was predeceased
by her first husband, Dennis Dumas in
1970, and most recently by her second
husband Reynold Ostrout in 2024. She
was also predeceased by two of her six
children, Edward Dumas in 1996 and
Clyde Dumas in 2021 and a stepson
Reggie Ostrout.

A graveside service will be
held on May 09,2025 at 11:00AM
in Evergreen Cemetery in East
Brookfield. Arrangements are under
the care of Pillsbury Funeral Home
3 West Brookfield Rd Brookfield.
Pillsburyfuneralhome.com

Martha W. Giguere, 80

Warren - Martha
Wright Giguere
of Warren,
Massachusetts died
suddenly, but peace-
fully at her home on
Wednesday, March
26th, 2025. Her unex-
pected departure
leaves an immense
void in the lives of those who knew and
loved her.

She leaves behind her seven chil-
dren, William and Barbara of Charlton,
Marie-Louise Marco of Belgium,
Joseph and Elizabeth Giguere of
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Lise-
Anne and Frederic Marsal of Paris,
France, Angela Einstein and Shane
Brooks of Burnham, Maine, Thomas
Dooley and Jacqueline Giguere of
Sturbridge, and Monique Giguere and
Dustin Lima of Charlestown, Rhode
Island. Martha was one of five children
of William R. and Ruth G. Wright, both
of whom are deceased. She is sur-
vived by her sister and brothers, Susan
Hight, David Wright, Peter Wright and
Seth Wright; as well as fifteen grand-
children, thirteen great-grandchildren,
and many nieces and nephews. She was
predeceased by her beloved husband of
fifty years, Dr. Leandre W. Giguere, just
this past February.

Martha graduated from Bancroft
School in Worcester, Massachusetts

and then went on to study at Cazenovia
College in New York. She also had the
opportunity to study at the University
of Guadalajara in Mexico and the
University of Madrid in Spain. Martha
was never one to sit still and was
extremely active. She was an accom-
plished equestrian, sailor, and gar-
dener; and loved the satisfaction of a
well-tended lawn. She also loved her
visits to China Lake in Maine and reg-
ularly traveled to the Bahamas and
Paris. But most of all she enjoyed the
times she spent with her family and
friends.

A funeral service to honor and cel-
ebrate Martha’s life will be held on
Friday, April 25th, 2025, at 11:00am in
the First Congregational Church of
West Brookfield, 36 North Main St., in
West Brookfield, Massachusetts. Prior
to the service, a reception will be held
at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall of the
church.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly
asks that memorial donations be made
to The First Congregational Church
of West Brookfield, P.O. Box 371, West
Brookfield, MA 01585.

Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East Main
St., in West Brookfield is assisting her
family with arrangements. An online
tribute page is available at www.var-
numfuneralhome.com for those who
wish to share their condolences and
memories of Martha.

Send all obituary notices to
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90,

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail - 4
to obits@stonebridgepress.news Y

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

Trash
Removal

Weekly
Pickups
Cleanouts

www.durkintrucking.com
o, g,

&s Spencer
508-885-4499

For
Advertising
Information

Call

774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

Bring your family’s memorial back to its
original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN Egs
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS §

Specializing In:

Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated ¢
Rt. 9 « 1500 Main St.e Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. ¢ Chantelle Pepin

F—
VISA

Indoor/Outdoor Display

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Remember the words of Edmund Burke

To the Editor:

“All that is essential for the triumph
of evil is that good men do nothing.”
— Edmund Burke

Given the atmosphere in this coun-
try, someone advised me to “keep my
head down and don’t attract attention to
myself” or I could be in danger.

Isn’t that what the Germans did as
Hitler attained power? They didn’t speak
up as he hastened his agenda, and peo-
ple didn’t speak up out of fear and igno-
rance. That feels like what this country
is going through now with Trump’s
second time in office with his minions
including the unofficial co-president,
Musk. Of course there is waste in our
government, but a policy of slash and
burn is ridiculous.

Some of the benefits and jobs slashed
involve our veterans who have given so
much. But it doesn’t matter because
they are just “suckers and losers” per
Mr. Trump. And his daddy got him out
any service because of a bone spur in
his foot. Awww, so sad; it doesn’t seem
to keep him off the golf course. The golf
course is where he was this week while
four servicemen’s bodies were being
returned home to the United States.
Instead of overseeing their return to
the States, he was entertaining million-
aires and billionaires at one of his golf
courses since that is what is important
to him.

He is also alienating our allies by
instituting tariffs. When he has angered
our allies, who will be there to support
us when Russia, China, or Korea attack
us? Who will trust this compulsive liar.
I lost track of the lies during that last
time he was in office. Now he thinks he
has a mandate to lie, lie. lie. Oh, they are
not lies, they are “alternative truths.”
Try that with your children.

As for USAID being slashed, if T was
in one of the poor countries being affect-
ed by these cuts, when someone offered
me food for my family, that is where my
allegiances would be. China knows that.

Now he wants to obtain Greenland,
the Panama Canal, and the Gaza Strip.
We must have extra money in the till
for that instead of helping the people in
the Carolinas and people in California
who lost so much this year, and are
still struggling to recover. Priorities.
Priorities. I'm sure the world needs a
Trump wonderland in the Gaza strip.
I'm sure the many thousands killed in
the fighting including many children
will like that. Maybe he could donate
one of his gold toilets!

As for getting rid of illegal immi-
grants, Trump et al are not even ensur-
ing that they are illegal. The main
problem for these people seems to be

that they are brown or black or other
non-whites. A member of my family is
a permanent legal alien in this coun-
try But he need not worry about get-
ting grabbed up on the sidewalk...he is
white. To label all immigrants felons,
rapists, and criminals is so disgusting
when Trump himself is a convicted
rapist and felon.

When there was a plane crash in D.C.,
the first thing Trump had to say was
not concern for those killed and their
families, he said the cause was probably
because of inclusion programs, there
again, if you are not white, you are no
good. Hitler! He is also attempting to
remove the names of non-whites from
various places in our history. That is
what Russia does. Russia treats it as
though you never existed.

I really think I will vomit if I hear
Trump again go on about how people
are picking on him: “Oh, the question
was rude, the statement was insulting,
they are being mean to me.” Wah, wah,
wah. Such a poor excuse of a man.
He insists the press was against him
when he ran for office. Well, maybe it’s
because they had observed his wheel-
ings and dealings over the years and
how he treated people. Even I had heard
about how he treated an elderly woman
because he wanted her property and she
didn’t want to sell.

I could go on and on and already
have but I want to go back to another
issue. I never have gotten an answer as
to how many people died from COVID
because he wouldn’t be honest with the
American people about how severe this
infection was. He said it was just the
flu and would be over by Spring. He
said to an esteemed reporter that he
didn’t think we could handle the truth.
Meanwhile, people died and died. How
many died because he wouldn’t tell the
truth?

There is so much more. I was born
during World War II, and have done a lot
of studying about Hitler and the holo-
caust and always wondered how Hitler
could have gained the power he did and
used it to Kill over 6 million because
they were not white. I feel that is where
we are now. We have a pseudo-Hitler
in charge of our country Do you feel
safe? Do you trust this compulsive liar?
Do you think he embodies the kind of
person who should be in charge of the
nuclear codes? This pathetic, sociopath,
bully, rapist, racist, unhinged, evil man
should not be in charge of cleaning the
litter boxes in an animal shelter.

Please, I beg you, read up on Hitler
and see the comparisons to our current
government leaders. Speak out, stand
up. Don’t let this happen to our country:

JUDY ROSE
EAST BROOKFIELD

Town government is no laughing matter

To the Editor:

Two weeks ago, I answered a letter
written by Mark Robillard where he
wrote a letter expressing his negative
feelings about a possible override vote
in the upcoming May election. My letter
corrected a few facts. This past week,
he responded with more misinforma-
tion, including his inability to correctly
state my first name. He refers to me
as “Charlie” Hicks. Never mind that
I served on the SEBRSDC for 15 years
when I was a young man in the 1970’s
and ‘80’s. I am in my 14th year as a
selectman, and have served on a variety
of appointed committees in between,
My correct name was even at the end
of the letter I wrote. No wonder he gets
his facts wrong!

Mr. Robillard has an obvious dislike
of any and all Democrats, and he con-
tinues to try to bring them into nonpar-
tisan town elections and government.
He makes wild accusations about me
and the Democratic Party. Yes, I am
a Democrat, as many Spencer voters
know. I have always kept my role as
a member of the Democratic State
Committee and my own local public
office far apart from each other. He also
states that all Democrats are corrupt
and thieves. This is ridiculous!

He writes that I, and I quote him “...
hates Trump and any voters who live
in our community who voted for him.”
Please bear in mind that I have never
met Mr. Robillard, and would not know
him if he walked in front of me. My
entire life I have done and continue
to do business with many Republican
businesses and craftsmen in town. I
would never think of letting party or
candidate support as a reason not to do
business with a local business. I also
have many friends and relatives who
are Republican Trump supporters. Life
is too short to let things like that control
your life.

In town elections, my concern has
always been to get the best candidates
elected to town offices, not their party
affiliation.

Mr. Robillard blames Democrats

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Email Us@ |

for high electric costs, even though
increased fuel cost is the primary cul-
prit. He also fails to mention that I
was at the forefront of supporting the
Municipal Electricity Aggregation Plan
that will soon give all Spencer residents
a choice (Spencer Electric Choice) to
have their Kilowatt Hour cost go down
to as low as $0.13540 if they choose to
enroll.

He also blames former President
Biden for the increases in local school
budgets even though most people realize
that school districts’ budgets are deter-
mined by local elections, town meetings
or city councils.

As for the school assessment part
of the question, the bottom line is
that for years the state Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) have forced many Massachusetts
communities to pay their share of the
increases in school assessments in an
amount that exceeds the amount of
money that is far less than the commu-
nity can raise in property tax increases
under Proposition 2 %. Their board has
both Democratic and Republican mem-
bers. In past years the Spencer Board of
Selectmen has covered these increases
by using free cash to make up the differ-
ence. Free cash is basically a town’s sav-
ings account. When it’s gone, it’s gone!
This has to end, or we will have to make
budget cuts that will affect staff that is
already stretched thin.

It comes down to this — if you care
about the level of town services, and
you can afford it, vote yes. If you really
can’t afford the increase, or you just
don’t want to pay for it, vote no! The
choice is yours, as this is the way we
operate in America.

Lastly, if Mr. Robillard tries to cover
his name mistake by claiming he was
being funny, I have this to say to him:
There is nothing funny about town
government. All government is serious
business, and does not exist to make
people laugh.

RarpPH E. HICKS
SPENCER

N

|
N

news@stonebridgepress.news
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Christian
Community
Choir presents
Easter musical

Transfer Station stickers
available April 14

SPENCER — Town of Spencer 2025-2026 Transfer Station stickers will be on sale

at the

Thursday;,
8am.to5 p.m.

EAST BROOKFIELD — The Christian Community form with check /money order.

Please include a stamped self addressed envelope to:
Department of Utilities & Facilities
Attention: Stickers
3 0ld Meadow Rd.

Spencer, MA 01562
Questions? Call 508-885-7515.

Choir presents “Redeemer: An Easter Musical”
Sunday, April 13 at 3 p.m. at East Brookfield Baptist
Church, 262 East Main St., and Sunday, April 27 at 3
p.m. at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 131 Blaine
Ave., East Brookfield.

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates  Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters « ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 « Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Fy:

Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
<=+ KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Beautiful, Efficient,

Award Wlnnlng High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

BUILDER

Water Department beginning April 14 during regular business hours: Monday to

Sticker fee is $75. Second stickers for same household cost an additional $30.
Renewals can be paid online at www.spencerma.gov or by mailing your completed

For
Advertising
Information

Call

774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

ﬂﬁ%@

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

:508-784-1550:

4 KITCHEN 4 BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CONTRACTING DRYER VENT CLEANING -EMEIEE-

508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

CONSTRUCTION CORP.
Septic Systems

Design, Installation, and Repairs
* Complete Outdoor Living
* Retaining Walls ¢ Patios
* Drainage Solutions
* Asphalt Paving
774-696-3246

Financing Available

lndoor/Out&oor Remodclln

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

L andsca ing
Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc
Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Black

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

Diamond
CONTRACTING

crmnevsmasonry [ Home Improvement|  GUTTERS [ MASONRY

&

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

JOHN DALY

Plumbing
Specializing
in repairs or new
installs for home
owners since 1988
Fully licensed and insured

Filter Your Water with
a Reverse Osmosis
Under Sink
Or Countertop System

Lic #MPL 21763
Call
508-304-7816

Email
jdrainman714@aol.com

47> MIKE LAMBERT'S
=1 PLUMBING&
é \

3 HEATING .
Commercia/,
Residential,

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH

@GMAIL.COM

AMYV

4/ Nationally Certified
= Dryer Exhaust Expert

SAVING ENERGY

774-289-3581

amvdryerexhaust.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING,
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

* CLOGGED DRYER VENT
* DRYER RUNNING TOO SLOW
* MOVING LOCATION OF DRYER
* REPLACING FLEXIBLE HOSE
WITH HARD PIPE FOR SAFETY

g ’{#.E::Q\ e

-’cermﬂen

MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing

Licensed
& Insured

508-867-2877 Prul‘y;lartty IVLaint::nance
508-754-9054 Deliv:r;rof:)gog:':zate

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542

A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters com

frenchyn45@gmail.com

David Barbale| GUARANTEED

ROOFING| PUMN: MANTENANCE
Residential/Commercial
Roofin 0 /G utters Roofing and Siding Specialist
i Gutter installations
Repair Work | gbmaintco.com
Fully Licensed Daniel Truax
and Insured 508-450-7472
MA LIC #CS069127

L EZ0
Check Out Our

Reviews Online

Financing Available
A+ Rafing BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775 -
492 Main St Oxford [l ]

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\ LAWNMOWER.COM [EI%a3¢*: J

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ROOFING

S

/77 S.WILLARD

ROOFING

Serving areas in Massachusetts
Our Services:
Roofing e Siding
Gutters
Skylight Installament
Chimney Repair
Exterior Repair

508-689-8295
Reasy to get started? Reach
out to Willard Roofing today
for all your exterior needs.
Our friendly team is here to
assist you. Contact us now

Swillardroofing.com

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains,
Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
BBB

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhom |
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured * Free Ouotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Advertise on this page
for one low price!
Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader
o Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager
« Southbridge News
» Webster Times
o Auburn News
» Blackstone Valley Tribune

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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Leicester Police Log

THURSDAY, MARCH 27

4:35 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
verbal warning; 4:58 a.m.. mv stop
(Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 5:28
a.m.: mv stop (River Street), verbal
warning; 5:51 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 7:36 a.m.: arrest
warrant service (Main Street, Spencer),
Pablo Luis Cartagena Rivera, 52, 148
Main Street, #3, Spencer, straight war-
rant, arrest; 7:46 a.m.: mv stop (South
Main Street), citation issued; 9:14 a.m.:
transport prisoner (Main Street), trans-
ported; 9:22 a.m.: ambulance (Deer Pond
Road), transported; 10:37 a.m.: assist cit-
izen (Folsom Street); 11:33 a.m.: welfare
check (Sargent Street), services ren-
dered; 1:25 p.m.: ambulance (Deer Pond
Road), transported; 1:52 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
transported; 2:10 p.m.: keep the peace
(Pine Street), services rendered; 2:21
p.m.: assist citizen (Tanglewood Road);
4:51 p.m.: assist citizen (Main Street);
5:02 pm.: mv stop (Pleasant Street),
written warning; 5:32 p.m.. mv stop
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), citation
issued; 5:47 p.m.: disabled mv (Main
Street), resolved; 6:33 p.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 8:03
p.m.: assist other PD (Charlton Road,
Charlton), resolved; 8:24 p.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Mannville Street), spoken to.

FRIDAY, MARCH 28

1:42 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
citation issued; 1:55 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), name and address redact-
ed from police log, op w/suspended
license, speeding, criminal application
issued; 8:48 a.m.: investigation (South
Main Street), report taken; 9:38 a.m.:
suspicious mv (Carleton Road), unable
to locate; 10:24 a.m.: search warrant
service (South Main Street), mv towed;
10:40 a.m.: investigation (Main Street,
Worcester), report taken; 11:01 a.m.:
hit/run accident (Main Street), report
taken; 12:19 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Pleasant Street), unable to serve;
12:40 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street),
verbal warning; 12:43 p.m.. mv stop
(Pleasant Street), written warning;
12:44 p.m.: assist citizen (South Main
Street); 1:11 p.m.: assist other agen-
cy (Green Street, Worcester), services
rendered; 2:15 p.m.: restraining order
service (Peter Salem Road), served; 2:40
p.m.: welfare check (Lillian Avenue),
assisted; 3:09 p.m.: neighbor dispute
(Main Street), assisted; 4:16 p.m.: sus-
picious person (Water Street), Yeris
Lopez Lanuza, 32, 75 Vine Street, #2,
Bridgeport, CT, unlicensed operation,
arrest; 5:47 p.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), verbal warning; 6:32 p.m.:
restraining order service (Pleasant
Street), unable to serve; 7:41 p.m.:
ambulance (Auburn Street), services
rendered; 8:55 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant
Street), citation issued; 9:40 p.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:01 p.m.: disturbance (Towtaid
Street), spoken to; 11:30 p.m.: distur-
bance (Town Beach Road), spoken to.

SATURDAY, MARCH 29

1:25 am.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
verbal warning; 2:22 a.m.: ambulance
(Cricklewood Drive), transported;
2:50 a.m.: welfare check (Main Street),
assisted; 8:30 a.m.: welfare check (South
Main Street), resolved; 9:13 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Siani Road), referred;
11:55 a.m.: ambulance (Woodland
Road), transported; 1:30 p.m.: family
problem (Denny Place), report taken;
2:57 p.m.: accident (Main Street), report
taken; 3:30 p.m.: restraining order
service (Pleasant Street), served; 3:32
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), transported; 7:09 p.m.: sus-
picious activity (Mulberry Street),
unable to locate.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30

12:26 am.: mv stop (Main Street),
Lam Ha Luu, 61, 48 Wilkinson Street,
Worcester, OUI liquor, negligent oper-
ation, marked lanes violation, child
endangerment while OUI, arrest; 7:04
a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 9:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
spoken to; 9:10 am.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 9:33 a.m.:

mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:24 a.m.: mv stop (South Main
Street), verbal warning; 10:38 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Streer), verbal warning;
10:40 a.m.: ambulance (Soojians Drive),
transported; 11:07 a.m.. ambulance
(Waite Street), transported; 11:46 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
12:33 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 12:41 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 1:08 p.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning;
1:15 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 1:19 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), verbal warning; 1:42 p.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 1:46 p.m.: RV complaint (Stafford
Street), juvenile arrest, unlicensed
operation, failure to stop for police,
uninsured my, walking/riding on rail-
road track, unregistered mv, failure
to stop/yield, marked lanes violation,
arrest; 2:30 p.m.: ambulance (Greenville
Circle), transported; 4:30 p.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), Marcos Welch, 30, 70
Glenwood Avenue, Southbridge, unli-
censed operation, arrest; 5:45 p.m.:
RV complaint (Pleasant Street), ser-
vices rendered; 6:10 p.m.: ambulance
(Pine Street), transported; 8:35 p.m.:
ambulance (Westminster Street), trans-
ported; 8:47 p.m.. mv stop (Stafford
Street), verbal warning; 9:14 p.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 9:28
pm.: mv stop (Stafford Street), cita-
tion issued; 9:29 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 9:57 p.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 10:22
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), citation
issued; 10:27 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), citation issued.

MONDAY, MARCH 31

9:41 a.m.. ambulance (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), transported; 9:45
a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:14 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), name and address redact-
ed from police log, op w/suspended
license, lights violation, criminal appli-
cation issued; 10:26 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), citation issued; 10:40 a.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning;
10:54 am.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
verbal warning; 12:18 p.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), Wyatt J. Caron, 29, 36
Lake Street, Spencer, OUI liquor, neg-
ligent operation, marked lanes viola-
tion, arrest; 12:37 p.m.: illegal dump-
ing (Soojians Drive), report taken; 1:04
p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), peace
restored; 3:37 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), spoken to; 4:05 p.m.: lobby
service (Peter Salem Road), report
taken; 4:53 p.m.: investigation (Folsom
Street), report taken; 6:54 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Woodford Street, Worcester),
transported; 8:13 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 8:48 p.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), Junita Sanchez,
33, 148 Canterbury Street, Worcester, op
w/suspended license, arrest.

TUESDAY, APRIL 1

2:22 a.m.: noise complaint (Denny
Place), call canceled; 4:46 a.m.: mv stop
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), citation
issued; 5:20 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 6:38 a.m.: disturbance
(Main Street), peace restored; 8:35 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
8:41 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken
to; 9:20 am.: mv stop (River Street),
name and address redacted from
police log, op w/suspended license, no
inspection sticker, criminal applica-
tion issued; 9:21 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 9:38 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 10:06 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
written warning; 10:16 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), written warning; 10:44
a.m.: assist other PD (Stafford Street),
unable to locate; 10:46 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), written warning; 11:13
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken to;
11:30 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 12:12 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 12:31 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), written warning;
12:33 p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street),
Jesus Alfonso Meza Bravo, 26, 2 Eureka
Street, Worcester, unlicensed operation,
arrest; 2:08 p.m.: ambulance (Charlton
Street), transported; 2:53 p.m.: distur-
bance (Baldwin Street), report taken;
2:58 p.m.: accident (Main Street), report

POLICE REPORTS

taken; 5:43 p.m.: investigation (Spring
Street), report taken; 4:52 p.m.: threats
(Boutilier Road), services rendered;
5:35 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians Drive),
Nicole Prizio, 46, 59 Lafayette Street,
#1, Worcester, op w/suspended license,
shoplifting by asportation/over $250,
larceny under $1200, arrest; 10:07 p.m.:
assist other PD (Cemetery Road), ser-
vices rendered.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2

2:36 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 8:55 a.m.: mv stop (McNeil
Highway), written warning; 10:17 a.m.:
investigation (Main Street), report
taken; 10:25 a.m.: lobby service (Green
Street), report taken; 10:48 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
transported; 12:01 p.m.: fraud (Pine
Street), assisted; 12:08 p.m.: disabled
mv (Main Street), assisted; 12:22 p.m.:
fraud (Deer Pond Road), report taken;
12:54 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street),
transported; 1:45 p.m.: school incident
(Main Street), spoken to; 1:52 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Main Street), transported;
3:00 p.m.: erratic operator (Stafford
Street), gone on arrival; 3:21 p.m.: larce-
ny (Mulberry Street), report taken; 4:47
p.m.: suspicious person (Pine Street),
gone on arrival; 5:18 p.m.: suspicious
mv (Pine Street), resolved; 5:32 p.m.: mv
stop (South Main Street), written warn-
ing; 6:19 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
citation issued; 7:37 p.m.: ambulance
(Pleasant Street), transported; 7:45
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), transported; 9:16 p.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:59 p.m.: welfare check (Towtaid
Street), assisted.

Speicer Police Log

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26

12:34 a.m.: lost/found (West Main
Street), wallet lost; 12:52-1:45 a.m.:
buildings checked, secure; 12:55 a.m.:
911 call (Cherry Street), resolved; 12:59
a.m.: disturbance (Cherry Street), noise
complaint; 2:55 a.m.: mutual aid (West
Main Street), assist State Police; 4:34
a.m.: medical/general (Ash Street); 5:00
a.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street),
assist Leicester PD; 6:12 a.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Leicester
PD bolo; 9:04 a.m.: medical/general
(Charlton Road); 9:10 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Paxton Road), loose dog; 9:20
am.: officer wanted (South Spencer
Road), spoken to; 9:51 a.m.: mutual aid
(Route 49), poss. disabled mv; 9:53 a.m.:
fraud (West Main Street), report taken;
10:18 a.m.: disabled mv (Mechanic
Street), assisted; 11:15 a.m.: officer
wanted (West Main Street), spoken
to; 11:17 a.m.: medical/general (Howe
Village), req. welfare check; 11:50 a.m.:
parking violation (Maple Street), tick-
et issued; 12:00 p.m.: officer wanted
(West Main Street), spoken to; 1:02 p.m.:
restraining order service (Donnelly
Cross Road); 1:31 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Church Street); 1:49 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 1:55 p.m.: fire
alarm (Ash Street), referred; 1:55 p.m.:
disturbance (Ash Street), re: disrup-
tive parent; 6:02 p.m.: citizen complaint
(Lake Street), re: activity in back of
school; 9:45 p.m.: mv theft (Longview
Drive), Brett T. Cordeiro, 29, 17 Town
House Court, Spencer, receiving stolen
my, larceny of mv, arrest; 9:52 p.m.: fire
(Clark Road), referred; (total daily mv
stops - 0).

THURSDAY, MARCH 27

12:27-12:49 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 6:16 a.m.: 911 call (Richland
Avenue), open line; 7:04 a.m.: LTC
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 9:31
a.m.: officer wanted (Pleasant Street),
fed’l firearms application; 11:35 a.m.:
911 call (Howe Village), no emergency;
12:01 p.m.: officer wanted (Donnelly
Cross Road), ofc. assistance request-
ed; 1:01 p.m.: hit/run accident (Main
Street), report taken; 1:06 p.m.: accident
(Main Street), report taken; 2:30 p.m.:
medical/general (Pleasant Street); 2:43
p.m.: fire alarm (Ash Street), referred;
3:04 p.m.: mv repossessed (Lloyd Dyer
Drive), info rec’d; 3:30 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Smithville Road), worried about
horse; 4:17 p.m.: restraining order ser-

':‘amily Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

vice (Bixby Road); 4:21 p.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 4:30 p.m.: juve-
nile matter (West Main Street), re: ear-
lier incident; 4:49 p.m.: officer wanted
(West Main Street), spoken to; 9:04 p.m.:
abandoned 911 call (High Street), no
response recorded on police log; (total
daily mv stops - 3).

FRIDAY, MARCH 28

1:07 a.m.: disabled mv (Valley View
Drive), assisted; 1:10-1:53 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 7:10 a.m.: officer
wanted (West Main Street), spoken to;
7:25 a.m.: animal complaint (Mechanic
Street), dog lost; 7:37 a.m.. mutual
aid (West Main Street), Oakham PD
bolo; 8:49 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main
Street), assisted; 9:28 a.m.: intelligence/
drugs (West Main Street), info taken;
11:30 a.m.: disturbance (Adams Street),
verbal argument; 1:35 p.m.. mutual
aid (West Main Street), Brookfield PD
bolo; 1:45 p.m.: citizen complaint (Roys
Drive), c/o leaking water pipe; 4:06
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street),
Sterling PD bolo; 4:21 p.m.: residential
fire (Main Street), referred; 6:48 p.m.:
abandoned 911 call (Cherry Street), no
response noted on police log; 6:51 p.m.:
911 call (West Main Street), no response
noted on police log; 7:33 p.m.: medical/
general (Maple Street); 7:56 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Marble Road), req. wel-
fare check; 8:48 p.m.: 911 call (Cherry
Street), accidental; (total daily mv stops
-.

SATURDAY, MARCH 29

1:58-3:27 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 4:45 a.m.: officer wanted (Main
Street), rep. threats; 7:29 a.m.: fire alarm
(Charlton Road), referred; 8:20 a.m.:
mutual aid (West Main Street), del. msg.
for Worcester PD; 9:09 a.m.: arrest war-
rant service (Chestnut Street), Steven
Herbert Delisle, 65, homeless, Spencer,
warrant/2, failure to register as sex
offender/subsequent offense, arrest;
10:07 a.m.: residential fire (Greenville
Street), referred; 10:23 a.m.: illegal
dumping (Main Street), debris in road-
way; 11:02 a.m.: fire alarm (Charlton
Road), referred; 11:16 a.m.: medical/
general (Wall Street); 11:21 a.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), tool box lost;
11:55 a.m.: mv complaint (Sherwood
Drive), c/o aggressive operator; 12:51
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street),
re: harassment prevention order; 1:30
p.m.: 911 call (Cherry Street), open line;
5:13 p.m.: accident (Main Street), report
taken; 6:03 p.m.: officer wanted (IMain
Street), emergency pull cord activation;
7:27 pm.: mv lockout (Main Street),
assisted; 8:17 p.m.: suspicious persons
(Mechanic Street), investigated; (total
daily mv stops — 2).

SUNDAY, MARCH 30

1:19-3:07 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 5:11 a.m.. medical/general
(Cherry Street); 9:03 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 9:44 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Pleasant Street), req. wel-
fare check; 9:59 a.m.: 911 call (Church
Street), call fr. elevator; 1:53 p.m.: 911
call (Temple Street), no contact; 2:19
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street),
Brookfield PD bolo; 2:42 p.m.: parking
complaint (Adams Street), resolved;
2:52 p.m.: mv lockout (Smithville
Road), assisted; 4:20 p.m.: suspicious
mv (Greenville Street), info taken; 5:00
p.m.: accident (Paxton Road), report
taken; 7:58 p.m.: officer wanted (Cherry
Street), spoken to; 9:15 p.m.: mutual
aid (Meadow Road), assist State Police;
(total daily mv stops - 0).

MONDAY, MARCH 31

12:30-2:42 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:02 a.m.. mv repossessed
(Maple Street), info rec’d; 6:37 a.m.:
animal complaint (Cherry Street), rep.
stray dog; 7:34 a.m.: LTC issued (West
Main Street), assisted; 7:52 a.m.: acci-
dent (R. Jones Road), report taken; 8:22
a.m.. mutual aid (McDonald Street),
assist Biddeford, ME PD; 8:33 a.m.:
DPW call (Ash Street), utility pole
snapped; 10:13 a.m.: lost/found (West
Main Street), DL left at Town Hall;
11:03 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Main
Street), child w/phone; 3:03 p.m.: officer
wanted (Gold Nugget Road), question
re: property; 3:12 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), LTC change of
address; 3:51 p.m.: officer wanted (West

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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Spence Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 /2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/30/25

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95
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All You Can Eat $22.95  (plus tax & gratuity)
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Main Street), friend won’t ret. dog; 3:51
p.m.: restraining order service (G.H.
Wilson Road); 4:08 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (McCormick Road), loose dog;
5:22 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street),
erratic operator; 6:46 p.m.: commercial
alarm (Main Street), services rendered,;
7:31 p.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street),
investigated; 8:04 p.m.: fire alarm (Howe
Village), referred; 10:14 p.m.: mv repos-
sessed (North Brookfield Road), info
rec’d; 11:10 p.m.: disabled mv (Main
Street), assisted; 11:50 p.m.: fire alarm
(Debbie Drive), referred; (total daily

mv stops — 3).

TUESDAY, APRIL 1

2:40 a.m.. medical/general (Vista
Lane); 2:40-3:20 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 3:08 a.m.: mv repossessed (Main
Street), info rec’d; 7:24 a.m.: animal
complaint (Cherry Street), c/o bark-
ing dogs; 9:48 a.m.: suspicious persons
(Main Street), investigated; 11:00 a.m.:
restraining order service (West Main
Street); 11:04 a.m.: intelligence/drugs
(Brown Street), info taken; 11:05 a.m.:
suspicious persons (South Spencer
Road), re: email rec’d; 11:08 a.m.:

POLICE REPORTS

mutual aid (West Main Street), assist
Deerfield PD; 12:20 p.m.: disturbance
(Water Street), noise complaint; 12:30
p.m.: medical/general (Lake Street);
1:01 p.m.: medical/general (Briarcliff
Lane); 1:10 p.m.: arrest warrant service
(Elm Street), Jessica L. Thomas, 50, 23
Pearl Street, Spencer, warrant, arrest;
2:06 p.m.. mv lockout (West Main
Street), assisted; 2:53 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Pleasant Street), re: loose cat;
3:12 p.m.: juvenile matter (West Main
Street), spoken to; 3:14 p.m.: fire alarm
(Thompson Pond Road), referred; 3:18

pm.: fraud (Temple Street), report
taken; 5:40 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main
Street), Leicester PD bolo; 7:16 p.m.:
officer wanted (Lake Street), rep. poss.
theft from school; 9:41 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Clark Road), re: runaway daughter;
9:51 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main
Street), Auburn PD bolo; 10:09 p.m.:
officer wanted (Meadow Road), req.
welfare check; 11:02 p.m.: 911 call (Old
East Charlton Road), accidental; (total
daily mv stops — 1).
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Too much or not enough
water, and never when
your garden needs it. This
is a common complaint
of gardeners no matter
where they live. Make a
few changes in your plant
selection and garden care

Be a waterwise gardener

lenge. Many native plants,

GARDEN once established, tolerate
. periods of wet and dry soil
MOMEN% . and can be found on lists of
rain garden plants suited to

MELINDA your area.
MYERS Keep water in the garden,

out of the storm sewers, and

to help manage water use
while growing healthy
plants.

All plants need sufficient moisture
after planting and for several months
to a year or two to develop a robust root
system. Those labeled as drought toler-
ant are better able to tolerate periods of
drought once established. Always water
the area surrounding new plantings
thoroughly when the top few inches of
soil are crumbly and moist. Gradually
reduce the frequency, and once the
plants are established, you’ll need to
water less often.

Moisture-loving plants are good
choices for areas receiving sufficient
and consistent moisture throughout the
growing season to meet their needs. In
locations where this is not the case, con-
sider grouping moisture-loving plants
together so you use less water and can
concentrate watering efforts to just one
or two locations in your landscape.

Fluctuating periods of excessive and
insufficient rainfall add to the chal-

reduce the risk of flooding

while improving your gar-
den. Adding several inches of compost
to the top 8 to 12 inches of soil increases
the soil’s ability to absorb and retain
water. It also improves drainage in
heavy soils.

Top dress existing gardens by spread-
ing an inch of compost over the soil
surface. Soil organisms will help move
it into the soil to improve plant growth.
Lend nature a hand by using an auger
bit on a drill to aerate compacted soil.
This pushes some compost into the top
four to six inches of soil.

Mulching the soil with leaves, ever-
green needles, or other organic matter
also helps. This task has many benefits,
including conserving moisture, reduc-
ing the risk of erosion and compaction,
suppressing weeds, and as the mulch
decomposes, improving the soil. A one-
to-three-inch layer over the soil surface
is all you need. The finer the mulch
material, the thinner the layer of mulch
that is needed.

Collect rainwater in rain barrels or
cisterns when it is plentiful and store it
until needed. Use this to water ornamen-
tal containers and plantings. Always
check with your municipality first,
since some restrict this practice while
others offer rebates or rain barrels at a
discounted price.

You won’t need to worry about mos-
quitoes breeding inside your rain
barrel if you place an organic mos-
quito control product like Mosquito
Dunks®(SummitResponsibleSolutions.
com) in rain barrels and other water
features. Mosquito Dunks provide 30
days of control, are natural and organic,
and won’t harm pets, fish, wildlife, or
children.

Periods of heavy rainfall create anoth-
er challenge. Covering the soil with
plants and mulch helps protect your soil
from compaction and erosion that often
happens during these events. Planting
trees, shrubs, and groundcovers will
slow the flow of rainwater, increase the
amount of water that stays in your land-
scape for plants to use, and help filter
dust and pollutants out of rainwater
before it enters groundwater.

Rain gardens are another strategy for
managing water in your yard. These are
designed to capture excessive rainfall,
drain within 24 to 36 hours, tolerate
dry and wet periods, and filter pollut-
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ants from the |
rainwater before
it enters the j&
groundwater.

Start by incor-
porating one or [
more of these [
strategies to help [
manage rainwa- &
ter in your land-
scape. Continue to
monitor success,
adapt as needed,
and include more
options to help
you successful-
ly garden even
during periods of
excessive or limit-
ed rainfall.

Melinda Mpyers has written more
than 20 gardening books, including
the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything” instant video
and DVD series and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV
& radio program. Mbyers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds
& Blooms magazine and was commis-
sioned by Summit for her expertise to
write this article. Myers’ Web site is wwuw.
MelindaMyers.com.

Melinda Myers

Leaf mulch conserves
moisture, reduces
the risk of erosion
and compaction, sup-
presses weeds, and
improves the soil as it
decomposes.

ORDER OF NOTICE
BY PUBLICATION
DOCKET NUMBER
2585CV0416 A
Trial Court of Massachusetts
The Superior Court
Worcester
Worcester Superior Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
CASE NAME:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
D/B/A Mr. Cooper
V.
Terrence Paris
TO:
Terrence Paris
and to all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 ( et seq):
Nationstar Mortgage LLC D/B/A Mr.
Cooper
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Spencer,
numbered 23 Pleasant Street, given
by Terrence Paris to Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as mortgagee, as hominee for Res-
idential Mortgage Services, Inc., its
successors and assigns, dated July
20, 2020, and recorded in Worcester
County (Worcester District) Regis-
try of Deeds in Book 62839, Page
95, as affected by a Loan Modifica-
tion Agreement dated November 1,
2021, and recorded at said Registry
of Deeds in Book 66434, Page 357
and now held by the Plaintiff by assign-
ment, has filed with this court a com-
plaint to foreclosure said mortgage by
entry and exercise of the power of
sale.
If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service of
the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits of
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.
If you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property, then you
or your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this Court at
225 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01608
on or before May 7, 2025 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act.
Witness, MICHAEL D. RICCIUTI Chief
Justice of this Court, at Worcester,
Massachusetts, this 26th day of March,
2025
April 11, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P0399EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Molly L High
Also known as: Molly Lee High

Date of Death: 09/04/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Kristina R Vickstrom of Worcester
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Kristina R Vickstrom of Worcester
MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
04/29/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: March 28, 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

April 11, 2025

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer
Wetlands By-Law:

Tom Pelletier has filed an RDA with
the Spencer Conservation Commission
for an addition located at 52 Browning
Pond Circle, Spencer, MA.

CSX Transportation, Inc. has filed an
RDA with the Spencer Conservation
Commission for Vegetative treatment
located along the railroad tracks from
Charlton Town line to Route 49, Spen-
cer, MA.

Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing
regarding these filings will be held by
the Spencer Conservation Commis-

sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday,
April 23, 2025 at which time all persons
having an interest may be present or
call in remotely to participate. Conser-
vation Commission meetings open at
6:15 p.m.

Mary McLaughlin

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman

April 11, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO23P0081EA
Estate of:
John S Czapla
Also known as: John Czapla
Date of Death: 08/09/2022
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by Maria Kozi-
ol-Guerra of Florence MA
requesting that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing a determination of heirs at law, the
allowance of a final account , 1st and
other such relief as may be requested
in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
court. You have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and
objection at this court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 04/29/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy,
First Justice of this Court
March 31, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of
Probate
April 11., 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P1175EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Joseph A. Kularski, Jr.
Also known as: Joseph A. Kularski
Date of Death: 08/11/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will

with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Carol Mulrain of North Brookfield
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Carol Mulrain of North Brookfield
MA be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to serve
With Personal Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
05/06/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: April 02, 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

April 11, 2025

Town of Spencer, MA

Tree Public Hearing
In accordance with MGL Ch 87 8§83,
The Town of Spencer, MA Tree War-
den will hold a public hearing in-person
or remote on Monday, April 14, 2025
at 5:00 p.m. at 3 Old Meadow Road,
Spencer, MA. (Water Dept.) to consid-
er the proposed removal of one tree:
Clark Road.
The Remote meeting may be accessed
by:
Dialing in from your phone: 1 (224)
501-3412
Enter Access Code: 928-904-381
Or join from your computer: https://
meet.goto.com/TownofSpencerUF/
meeting-room
Information pertaining to these particu-
lar trees may be viewed at spencerma.

gov
April 4, 2025
April 11, 2025
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continued from page Al

and schools,” Healey
said. “This action is jeop-
ardizing mental health
care and math tutor-
ing for our students, as
well as projects that are
already underway to
enhance school security
and ensure that the air
in our school buildings is
clean.”

In the years since pan-
demic shutdowns and
hybrid learning severely
disrupted education sys-
tems from 2020-‘21, school
officials nationwide have
seen a rise in behavioral
and mental health strug-
gles for students at all
levels.

Looking ahead, state
officials warn that the
loss of federal funding

could have lasting nega-
tive effects on students.

“Massachusetts has
been making important
progress helping students
recover from the pandem-
ic, but President Trump
is trying to take us back-
wards,” Healey said.

Although the state is
scrambling to find stop-
gaps, officials said the
loss of federal funds will
prevent students from
accessing several planned
programs and mental
health supports.

“The federal govern-
ment and states should
be working together to
invest in capital projects
that improve the learn-
ing environments for
our students and support
their education and well-
being,” said Lt. Gov. Kim
Driscoll. “Massachusetts

does not have the resourc-
es to replace all of the
funding that President
Trump is terminating.
These are more devas-
tating terminations that
impact our students and
schools today and well
into the future.”

Federal funding was
intended to support a
host of statewide efforts
to address the impacts of
the pandemic on learn-
ing, with a focus on litera-
cy, math, and science.

“We are not back yet
from the pandemic. We
know that many students
in Massachusetts and
acrossthe country are still
experiencing pandem-
ic-related learning loss
and mental health chal-
lenges,” said Secretary
of Education Dr. Patrick
Tutwiler, who visited

several local schools this
past fall, including East
Brookfield Elementary
School. “The federal gov-
ernment had repeatedly
reaffirmed these exten-
sions in acknowledge-
ment of continued sup-
ply chain issues, labor
shortages, and to ensure
continuity in learning
acceleration efforts.
Projects funded by these
grants are underway. The
Trump Administration’s
outrageous and cruel
decision, in which we
received notice of a new
arbitrary deadline, will
have real harm to our stu-
dents and their learning
and wellbeing.”

Officials said the fund-
ing was slated to address
critical gaps by support-
ing mental health ser-
vices; math tutoring; and

the purchases of instruc-
tional materials with a
focus on science.

Additionally, funds
would have support-
ed building upgrades
across 20 school districts
to improve air quality
through HVAC installa-
tions. Moreover, some
projects were planned
to enhance security in
schools, including the
purchasing of cameras,
door alarms, and emer-
gency response technol-
ogies.

Further funds were
committed to supporting
professional development
programs for educators.
These include the state’s
Learning Acceleration
Network, as well as five
regional licensure cen-
ters that help emer-
gency teacher license

holders obtain provi-
sional or initial licen-
sure to stay employed
in Massachusetts public
schools.

“Trump’s decision to
cut off money already
promised to school dis-
tricts will have dras-
tic negative effects on
Massachusetts com-
munities,” said Senate
President Karen Spilka.
“This administration
clearly does not care
about damaging our edu-
cation system or hurt-
ing our children, leaving
local officials scrambling
to pick up the pieces
when they should be fully
focused on supporting
our schools. It’s all part
of the federal adminis-
tration’s unconscionable
hacksaw approach to gov-
erning.”

OVERRIDE

continued from page Al

ranks have been depleted.
In 2024, the department
posted a ten-year low for
total rostered call fire-
fighters.

“Fires don’t burn from
seven to three only. You
need to have 24-hour cov-
erage,” Hicks said.

Contractual obligations
with the Rescue Squad
are also expected to see
a funding request in the
final iteration, per select-
men.

For the latest informa-
tion and announcements
regarding the override,
visit the town Web site,
WWW.spencerma.gov.

LHS

continued from page Al

agement experience.

“He’s managed staff of
over 100 full-time employ-
ees, and overseen annual
revenues up to $10 mil-
lion,” read the statement
issued by school leaders.
“With his decades of expe-
rience in business, he has
the ability to ensure stu-
dents in the Business and
Finance program receive
the necessary instruc-
tion to prepare them for
a future evolving econo-
my”

During each class,
Lauer aims to provide
students with both the
knowledge and skills
they’ll need when they
transition into their pro-
fessions. Even if they
never run a business
of their own, the habits
and skills they learn in
each class can apply to
all aspects of professional
growth.

“The purpose is to get
students in the mindset of
thinking like a business
professional. Our curric-
ulum is project-based, and
we work in teams, which
is vital to succeed in
industries outside of high
school,” Lauer explained.
“It is an intense program
with sky-high expecta-
tions. The best part is see-
ing it click for students
who may not be used
to working so hard, but
when they cooperate and
build teamwork, the sky
is the limit.”

School leaders are
thrilled with Lauer’s lead-
ership and ability to con-
nect with students.

“Andrew Lauer is the
perfect person to run the
Business and Finance
IP” said Leicester Public
Schools Superintendent
Brett Kustigian. “His
extensive experience

and outstanding rapport
with students will sling-
shot the program into the
stratosphere.”

A recent project saw
teams of students work-

Town-to-Town

ing together on a busi-
ness plan with a slight
twist. The budget had to
be converted to a foreign
currency using the most
current exchange rates.

“A global perspective
is crucial because it fos-
ters economic growth,
expands markets, drives
innovation, and promotes
cultural exchange, ben-
efiting businesses and
countries worldwide,”
read the statement issued
by school leaders. “At
LHS, students are incor-
porating multidisci-
plinary approaches to
learning business and
finance fundamentals.”

Additionally, LHS
has partnered with
Lynn Benoit, of Finn’s
Foundation, to expand
the program to include
the day-to-day opera-
tions of a school store.
Students will learn about
the processes of mar-
ket analysis, products
and services, marketing
strategies, organizational
structures, and funding
sources.

Benoit donated $4,000 to
start the newest branch
of the program. LHS then
purchased materials to
personalize shirts, hats,
mugs, and other items
that will be sold at the
school store.

Students will run the
LHS school store through
multiple disciplines.

“Having a school store
to print personalized
working gear for our CTE
programs saves money
and will add to an already
strong school culture,”
said LHS Principal Ted
Zawada. “The Business
and Finance IP gives LHS
students a leg up on the
competition.”

Finn’s Foundation is a
nonprofit organization
founded by Benoit, an
LHS alumnus.

School officials thank
everyone who has stepped
up to provide LHS stu-
dents with business man-
agement education and
experiences.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

FESTIVAL
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the most trusted name in
reliable food truck book-
ing for over a decade. Our
commissary, commercial
kitchen, and base of oper-

ations for food trucks,
caterers, bakers, and food
entrepreneurs is located
at 67 Main St., Boylston.
Our fully permitted and
approved facility to pre-
pare food was established
to foster a transparent,
self-policing community

of food trucks and food
entrepreneurs practicing
only the highest stan-
dards of customer service
while maintaining strict
adherence to health, san-
itation and food codes.
WooTrucks operates food
truck festivals through-

out the region and sup-
plies food trucks to cor-
porate clients, private
businesses, breweries,
academic institutions,
and local municipalities.

A time-machine and a litany of disasters

BY CHRISTOPHER MALLON
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAM
MANAGER

LPL REGISTERED PRINCIPAL, THE
CAPSTONE PLANNING GROUP

LOCATED AT CORNERSTONE BANK

In light of current mar-
ket volatility and uncer-
tainty around tariffs,
many investors are natu-
rally worried about their
portfolio and questioning
the outlook for stocks.
We are, after all, emotion-
al creatures, and this is
especially true when it
comes to investing.

Imagine, for a moment,
we build a time machine
and decide to go back in
time to study investor
behavior throughout a lit-
any of disasters.

First, we travel back to
May 9, 1940. Sadly, we see
that Germany just defeat-
ed France and WWII is
ramping up. Global ten-
sion and fear is rampant.
The stock market drops
over 18 percent in less
than a month. It won’t be
long before the Attack on
Pearl Harbor takes place,
effectively pulling the
United States into WWIL.
The stock market drops
another 7 percent over a
five-day period. It justifi-
ably feels like the world is
ending.

We decide it’s time to
move on, so we hop back
in our time machine and
enter June 23, 1950. It’s
the outbreak of Korean
War. Within a month, the
first U.S. ground troops
arrive in South Korea.
The stock market is down
over 11 percent. With
war fresh in their minds,
American’s are naturally
scared. Investing money
is the last thing anyone
wants to do.

Enough with the wars.
Let’s check out Oct. 16,
1987. We now witness the
historic “Black Monday
Crash,” when the stock
market plunges over 22
percent in just one day. We
watch panicked investors
pull their money from the
market and run for the
proverbial safety of cash.
Given the circumstances,

774-200-7308

Crisis and recovery: How the S&P 500 Index perfermed during and after historic events

Percent
of gain/

loss during
event

Event Event reaction dates

Fall of France

5/9/40-6/21/40

Attack on Pearl Harbor

Nixon resigns
1987 stock market crash

September 11 terrorist attacks 9/

Collapse of Lehman Brothers
U.S, debt downgrade by S&P

UK. Brexit referendum

Covid-1 pandemic

Mean gain/loss

Median gain/loss -134

2% 31%

S&P 500 percentage of gain/loss after last reaction date

1month
later

1year
later

Syears
later

10years.
later

5% 15.9% 13.2%
45 160 181 1
95 20 276 184
64 490 53 93
68 306 145 146
71 79 10
ZL8 83 39
183 488 ns 158
149 350 170 ri
85 35 187 -
9.3 313 16.8

85 306 17.0

we understand their reac-
tion.

Intrigued by the crash
of ‘87, we decide to revisit
an even worse financial
crash... the Financial
Crisis of 2008. We watch
as the subprime dominos
begin to fall. Lehman
Brothers collapses, AIG is
nearing bankruptcy, Wall
Street firms and even
some banks are begging
to be rescued. The hous-
ing market is crashing.
The stock market? Down
a massive 38 percent for
the year. We ask a few
folks how they’re feeling.
One gentleman responds,
“T'll never go back into
the stock market... ever.”
We try to tell him, “Wait!
Don’t panic! The mar-
ket will actually recover
and go on to make new
highs!”. He tells us we’re
wrong and walks away.

We have just one more
stop to complete our
study, and so we travel to
Feb. 19 of 2020. It’s the
start of Covid-19, and
the entire global econo-
my is being shut down.
The fear, uncertainty,
and panic are palatable.
The stock market drops a
whopping -33% in rough-
ly one month. People are
fighting over toilet paper
and question if the econo-
my and markets will ever
be the same again. We've
seen enough.

Now that we’re done
with our research let’s
analyze a few numbers.
Let’s look at how the
stock market performed
DURING AND AFTER
these events.

= e R

The average 1YR
return? +31 percent. The
average 5YR return? +16
percent. Our conclusion:
history has proven the
United States and corpo-
rate America are incred-
ibly resilient and perse-
vere. Markets do indeed
bounce back and go on to
make new highs. Staying
invested can help inves-
tors benefit from market
rebounds. People who
gave up investing (or
tried to “time” the mar-
ket) missed out on signif-
icant long-term wealth
creation. Our study is
complete.

The next time you're
watching talking heads
on CNBC try to predict
the near-term future,
remember no one has
a crystal ball. And that
is precisely why being
a “day trader” is so dif-
ficult. But if you’re an
investor, it becomes easi-
er to deal with short term
volatility because you’re
focused on the long-term
results. Remember: histo-
ry may not always repeat
itself, but it often rhymes.

Yes, today’s markets
hate the uncertainty over
tariff implications, and
so we should expect con-
tinued price volatility. But
don’t panic. Volatility is
normal. It’s like a “toll”
investors must pay on the
road to attractive long-
term returns. On average,
the stock market corrects
once per year (a drop of
10-19 percent) and has
still achieved a 13 percent
annualized return includ-
ing divi-
dends since
1980.

If you
indeed have
lingering
concerns
about your
portfolio,
its best
to check
in with a

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

For Sale Uxbridge
Antique Lane
Cedar Chest

Cherry finish
with lock

$350.00
Call

774-246-9599

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
'LL COME TO YOU!

qualified

2006 Excellent
Running 50 Horse
Power Yamaha

Pontoon Boat
Includes Low Mile Trailer
$10,900 OBO
508-868-1218

Financial
Advisor to
discuss how
your portfo-

lio is positioned.

About The Capstone
Planning Group

The Capstone Planning
Group is an experienced
wealth management team
conveniently located at
Cornerstone Bank. The
team offers comprehen-
sive financial planning,
asset management, and
insurance. To learn more
about the team and sched-
ule a courtesy consulta-
tion please visit www.
thecapstone.group or call
508-764-0046

Securities and advi-
sory services are offered
through LPL Financial
(LPL), a registered
investment advisor and
broker-dealer (mem-
ber FINRA/SIPC).
Insurance products are
offered through LPL or
its licensed affiliates.
Cornerstone Bank and
The Capstone Planning
Group are not regis-
tered as a broker-dealer
or investment advisor.
Registered representa-
tives of LPL offer prod-
ucts and services using
The Capstone Planning
Group, and may also be
employees of Cornerstone
Bank. These products and
services are being offered
through LPL or its affili-
ates, which are separate
entities from, and not
affiliates of, The Capstone
Planning Group.
Securities and insurance
offered through LPL or its
affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC or
Any Other Government
Agency | Not Bank
Guaranteed | Not Bank
Deposits or Obligations |
May Lose Value

The event reaction
periods begin with the
stock market close prior
to the events. Historical
references do not assume
that any prior market
behavior will be dupli-
cated. Past performance
does not indicate future
results. There are risks
associated with mutual
fund investing including
the possibility that share
prices will decline. Since
investment return and
principal value will fluc-
tuate, investments may
be worth more or less
than their original cost.
The S&P 500® Index is an
unmanaged index of com-
mon stock performance.
You cannot invest directly
in an index. Indexes are
unmanaged and used as a
broad measure of market
performance. Data sourc-
es for this article include
Putnam Investments and
LPL Financial.

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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REAL ESTATE

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want s
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

Y \
hope2o0wn.com
508.943.4333

Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

.-" v

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR g |
>f '1640’ FRONTAGE - 11, 61 AGRES' WATEHFH(]NT LAND

.,x; ¢

\W NEW PRCE!! 1640" direct water-
5 front on Cedar Lake! Secluded
_4111.61 Acres - Pristine, Undevel-
oped, Private & Serene! Poten-
tial for up to 5 house lots! 119’
roadfront w/Gravel Drive Access
to Land & Lake! 183 ac+ Cedar
Lake is full recreational - A Once in
a Lifetime Opportunity!  $750,000

WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST

| | Location! Location! This Over-
ON %POSIT sized & Well Maintained 2 Fam-
o o ily offers 2,472 sf Total! Apt 1
>1st Floor Unit >has 1,052 sf, 3
BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd & 3rd
Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420
i+ sf, 5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot
w/.30 acre, 22'x22' Two Car
Garage! 12'x16'Concrete  Pa-
tio. Apartments fully occupied.
- PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS
| onto the Property. $559,900

OXFORD 25 SUTTON AVENUE

.9 Location ~ Location! Move-in ready

ON DEPOSIT Commercial Office &/or Retail Space !

Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-

panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
" ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in

':g' an Active area of Restaurants & Retail
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

® $1,150,000

 Featwned Lioting!!

i .
,M ,;,_v Webster Lake Waterfront
@ i 88 Union Point We&m Idée WW 401«'4
— “| Excellent opportunity! Natural 5
Western  Facing  Shoreline- gm pm 205
Beautiful Sunsets - Views of

Middle to North Pond! 7,000
+/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win-
terized cottage Fireplaced living
room ! 12 X 30 one car garage.
Beautiful Pine trees at the wa-
ter’s edge! - $660,000

Featuned Listing
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LISTING!

(D )
"

"I: i 11! J.H‘ :
= B Fal =
1K B Y ObEN HOUSE |
SATURDAY & |
SUNDAY12 2

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT'S FINEST| THIS 4mm+/ SF ** THE
VILLA'S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6
UNITS > Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR
Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, &
full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever
Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All

4 Spectacular Seasons! Its more than a home - its a Life Style! $1,250,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Featuned New Listing!

In Beautiful, Calm, eater (ove
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line
5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 ON DEPOSIT
Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line
7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER -
22 COOPER RD.

.ﬂ'. - New Construction! 2nd of 4
3 Homes to be built! Imagine Your-
3 ¢ self in a New Craftsman Style
e home - Tucked away on Cooper
| Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access
* to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp.
4 BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout
slider from Basement. 2 Car Ga-

-~ rage! $649,900
SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON
77z 13 Units - 4 Well Main-

tained & Updated Mul-
ti-Family Buildings with 2
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central
Core” District of Downtown
Southbridge!! ... Mixed
% Use Zoning !! Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough
= 1‘orupt018Veh|cIes.||
ET $1,300,000

Wehster Lake
Waterfront

i 44 West Point Rd

1st Time Offered!! On Killdeer
Island! Beautiful Waterfront Prop-
T erty. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, custom
W88 kitchen, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace!
Entertainers Dream! Beautiful
§ Sunsets! Large Garage
SORRY, SOLD $1,270,000

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=&
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
Licensed in MA & CT

e

]
..
L 8

CHARLTON-
‘ New Constructio

DUDLEY HOPEDALE-

Condo Alternative

AVAILABLE _

_ON DEPOSIT

*3 (1 Bedroom Units)
*New Septic
*2.34 Acres

65 Charlton St. $395,000

~ AVAILABLE e
— T — *New Septic being installed
*3.5 Baths * Gas Fireplace * 6 Rooms L
* 6+ Acres * Updated Kitchen, Windows, Heatin, =
*Hardwood Floors Throughout *Level Lot * 2 Car Garage ¢ ‘d /Aﬂﬂ%% -
12 Elliot Drive $675,000 36 Center Rd $515,000 54 Hill St. $385,000
OXFORD- DUDLEY- MARLBOROUGH-
MULTI UNIT

SZYMCZAK SELLS! __Waterviews

i =i
NEW LISTING

£  SoLp |
R ST D
*2 Baths * Hardwood Floors *2 Baths *4 Bedroom
*3 Bedroom *Young Roof, Siding, Windows,
*New Septic System Central and Updated Heating System

29 Charlton Dr. $450,000 6 Blaiswood Ave $629,900

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS
Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, efc...

any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When Mary Hicks Realtors 4
ERA Key Realty Experience ? Over 25 years experience!
Donna Flannery Realtor® p ot pa Ce — CENTURY 2]
508-612-6771 o and NORTH EAST
IIgonna;:anneryrealtokr .com ' commitment We do‘ 5086 - 44
onnaflannery@erakey.net Direct: . .
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE Matter Contact Mikaela Today @ Home Office: 508.8‘67.2222
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER . re ' = www.maryahicks.com
SERVICE Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR 774-200-7308 CENTURY 21!
TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame . A NAME AROUND FOR
SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME 7 — 508.612.1382 mikaela@ OVER HALF A CENTURY
ERAHALLOFFAME [, % [ RE/MAX 160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
— ey | (@i ) MESRealy.com stonebridgepress.news mhicks@c21ne.com
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 ~> _“  Mary@VWillSellit.com Each office is independently owned and operated.
i o WEBSTER COMING SOON!!!
I look forward to PROBLEMS” HHH

1 WO RCESTER serving you in all of

your real estate
ventures!

* Buying
e Selling
e Investing

Contact Info:
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

[ §
65 Southbridge Street,
Auburn, MA 01501

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

ccllen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

* 1200 Sq. Ft. Ranch
* 2.5 Baths *3 Bedrooms
* Livingroom w/ Wood Stove
* Garage * Lower Level Family Room

Jo-Ann zymczak

CRS, GRI, SRES o
508-943-7669 #
774-230-5044 -

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 o @B
Licensed in MA & CT 5! Hmis|
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DESE recognizes

SEBRSD with Green
Ribbon award

EVERETT — The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondar
Education (DESE) is honoring Spencer-East Brookfield and Cohasset High School fo
their Green Ribbon Schools recognition. These exemplary districts are reduc-s
ing environmental impact and costs, improving students’ and staff’s health and
wellness, and delivering effective environmental and sustainability education tha

incorporates STEM, civics, and green career pathways.
For more information on these nominees and their great work, please see DESE’s
Green Ribbon School Web page at doe.mass.edu.

S

%

183 Fiskdale Road Brookfield $699,000
l § . N 5

==

Gorgeous colonial set on 3.6 acres....on the Brookfield/Sturbridge border. Grand 2 story foyer
w/hardwoods throughout. Fam rm w/vaulted ceilings, tons of natural lighting & fireplace. 1st
fl offers a bedroom or office, dining room & full bath w/shower & laundry. Open floor plan -
Kitchen is fully applianced w/tons of storage & granite countertops. 2nd fl has 3 bedrooms &
2 full baths. Master has walk-in closet & full bath w/jacuzzi tub & separate shower. Basement
is fully finished w/mud room, huge pantry, what could be an exercise room, craft room, home
office or 2nd living room. Oversized deck off the back, shed and fire pit area. Easy access to rte 9,
20, 84 and mass pike. Forced hot water/hydro air/central air, 5 zone. 2 car heated garage under

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

Lise) Caron [R2ell [ESEi

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
AR WL VTR Sirast; PO Bex iy Breelkiil], MA 1508
Gel 5088373158299

Seedn InstantlyAhttp:/AWlisacarentcom

HURRY!
Limited time
only!

REGLINER SALE

C BORN-1927

GET RECLINING & GET SAVING!

Choose from an amazing selection of our greatest
recliner styles and features including
massage, leather, high legs and more...

all sale priced to fit comfortably
into your budget!

5309

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA
508-234-8777

FREE LAYAWAY / FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

=5 =

BEAT THE TARIFF PRICE INCREASES!

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

NEPBA names Durant
Legislator of the Year

Courtesy

Representatives from the New England Police Benevolent Association present State Sen.
Peter Durant (pictured second from left) with the Legislator of the Year Award.

State Sen. Peter Durant addresses members of the NEPBA after being named Legislator of

the Year.

SPENCER State
Sen. Peter Durant (R—
Spencer) was recently
named Legislator of the
Year by the New England
Police Benevolent
Association (NEPBA).

Durant was presented
with a plaque during the
organization’s meeting

 Where

N O} P
Everyone Goes For
Their Piece Of The Earth!

last month in Worcester.
“I  am incredibly
humbled to receive this
honor,” Durant said.
“This plaque will serve
as a constant reminder of
those who selflessly work
to keep us safe every day.
This award is something
I am extremely proud of.”
Durant
5 looks for-
ward to
continuing
his advo-

] SPRING IS HERE!|
LANDSCAPING STONE
Purple » Red e White
Light Gray e Dark Gray
Greige ¢ Blue

cacy for
legislation
that pro-
tects first
responders.

T h e

e Gonstruction Stone
¢ Title VV Sand  Utility Sand
* Concrete Sand e Pool Liner Sand|_,
e Chicken Coop Sand e Silt
e Stone Dust e Crushed Gravel
* Crushed Asphalt
o Grushed Concrete ¢ Gold Patch

L~ SELF PICK-UP OR CALL
= To SCHEDULE YOUR
DELIVERY TODAY!

/) Kl
e // 508-885-6100¢
508-885-2480]

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

MINIMUMS -5

98 N. Spencer Rd., Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA _4
www.bondsandandgravel.com .
’ 1 . . A

VOTED

WORCESTER COUNTY’S
“BEST APPLIANCE STORE”
2021-2022 -2023 -2024

PRE-SEASON

L E

43" Smart...............$199.99
Regularly $249.9
- $229.99

1 1) 1 —

Regularly $269.99

55" Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65" HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75" Samsu;lgg HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

A/C ==

MATTRESS SALE! ,
TWIN: $199 |

(REGULARLY $299)

i

—

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

_PRE-SEASON

'fﬁ BIKE SALE!

i
® SAMSUNG DELUXE [ ) PRE-SEASON
N FULL: $269 |wsinsome | esee |[(EPE0E) GRILL
\\: (REGULARLY $499) é"‘iﬂﬂ Fieg. 3‘599;; INDUCTION STOVE i SALE
% ' . Aeg. 51200.00 '99
X QH;E(FLAEY‘SS%)Zgg __AFTeR ReBaTE! ) | ™~ 5399 J = o
LG20CU.FT. ) G.E DELUXE [ FRIGIDAIRE SAMSUNG TOP LOAD | [~ G.E.27cu.FT. ) 5CU.FT. l'nj e
BOTTOM FRENCH WASHER & DRYER FRENCGH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR GAS RANGE “E,“;’;’fg_’;ﬁ" ;”i’o“"gsssﬁ iy FE{EE?ER
Reg. $1409.00 Feg, $899.99 s 08 i : ! 5
‘1299 ) ‘699" ‘299" | e ) (1498 ‘159" ;
(WHIRLPOOL 21 cu.Fr] ( F%ﬁ&ﬂgﬁ Hsﬁv'gnwrﬁ:l“s“r?aﬁ‘ LG rm0 'Mmg%%:xs‘ [ WHIRLPOOL ][ 10CU.FT.
SR | i “Wbute | WSEISONS | VNG || SOLOUSDE)| R
°699* | = *1399* ~ |*1099*)°399

w Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e

WHITCO

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
Sat: 9am-8pm * Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100°s OF DEALS!

news@
stonebridgepress.news / i\

NEPBA represents more
than 4,000 law enforce-
ment officers across
Massachusetts, Maine,
New Hampshire, and
Vermont. More than 3,000
of those members com-
prise local bargaining
units in Massachusetts.

“The group operates on
the belief that its mem-
bers need to be proper-
ly trained, accurately
equipped, and well com-
pensated. Their health
and wellbeing are para-
mount to the success of
the organization,” read a
statement released by the
NEPBA.

Leicester
Women’s
Club meets
Wednesday

LEICESTER
Women’s Club will hold a meeting on
Wednesday, April 16, at Pine Ridge
Country Club.

The program will take place at 6 p.m.
The cost of dinner is $25 per person.

To reserve your spot, please call
Linda at 508-330-9250 by Friday, April 11.

New members are always welcome.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

The Leicester
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