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Council opts
out of early
voting by
mail for
Fune election

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — After its public hearing on the
issue, the Town Council voted 6-1 to opt out of early
voting by mail for this year’s local election. But voters
will still be able to get absentee ballots by simply re-
questing them from the Town Clerk’s office.

In fact, according to Councilor John Daniel, the
law states that the council’s opt-out vote makes all
residents eligible for such ballots without needing to
provide the explanations they usually require. The
vote formally eliminated the requirement to pay for
“mailing postcards to every individual voter” that
early ballots are available.

During the council’s debate on it, Town Manager
Jack Jovan said, “There will be no early voting either
way, no in-person early voting. It’s not allowed in this
election” under state law.

Clerk Madaline Bonadies confirmed that, but said
absentee ballots are always available. She said the
postcards would cost about $22,000, while running the
election itself costs $10-15,000. While people might re-
call getting multiple notices last year, those were paid
by the state since it was a federal election year. Many
did vote by mail - the town “sent out about 1,500 bal-
lots and received about 800 back” — but “It does not
change the (total) numbers. The people who want to
vote will come out and vote,” Bonadies said.

Before the council’s decision, though, it was clear
there was some confusion over what the process ac-
tually meant. Most citizens speaking on it were sup-
portive of continuing to have early voting.

Kali McConnell said eliminating early voting
‘“puts another barrier on people” with anxiety, mobil-
ity and other issues and is essentially “taking away,
rather than giving them autonomy and agency.”

Shelley Klein said she looked into voter turnout
data over the last 10 years, and specifically noted
there were 520 more votes in 2024 than in 2023. She
credited that to the mailed ballots, saying there was a
“terrible turnout” without them, and “we should be
looking at ways to get people out to vote.” She later
specifically noted “not a single 18-year-old has voted
in the last three years.”

To John Pulawski, the debate sparked the idea
“Could we save some money and just have mail-in
voting?” He said he thought doing so would “bring
up our voting numbers,” and suggested having local
businesses offer coupons to voters.

Nobody answered that, but Southbridge wouldn’t
be the first place to do it. Oregon has been a vote-
by-mail only state (at least for federal and statewide
elections) since 2000. According to the Multnomah
County elections Web site (https://multco.us/info/
historical-turnout-and-registration-statistics),  pri-
mary turnouts have hovered around 50 percent, gen-
eral election turnouts around 75 percent, and special
elections (typically ballot questions) around 40 per-
cent over the years. The site doesn’t state whether
they use it for municipal races.

When the council got to its debate, Jasmin Rivas
was the lone supporter of keeping the mailings, say-
ing she felt they were worth the expense.

“In a climate where voting rights are being sup-
pressed all over the country, it’s important not to cre-
ate more obstacles,” she said. “...So many people in
our community don’t have that access” to get to the
polling places or even to contact the clerk’s office to
get absentee ballots. To her, the fact in-person early
voting can’t happen makes it more important to allow
early voting by mail. she advocated for “giv(ing) it the
chance to work” and decried not doing so as “a disser-
vice to our residents with disabilities in particular.”

To Mike Montigny, though, last year’s results
showed “barely 300 (new) people” voted, which he de-
cried as an unsustainable cost of $70 per “newly ac-
quired customer.” He later said he thought the town
needs to put a lot more effort into promoting elections
by social media and other means.

Steve Kelly agreed, saying “the return on invest-
ment’s not worth it.” He was particularly concerned
the town may need to use the $22,000 for other things
in light of proposed federal grant cuts.

In other business, the council appointed Vernon

“Butch” Jackson as both interim DPW director and
Turn To COUNCIL page A10

Facebook page.

Last Friday, members of the Sturbridge Police Department participated in Read Across America, an annual reading
motivation and awareness program that calls for every child in every community to celebrate reading on or near March
2, which is the birthday of Dr. Seuss. The program is celebrated in schools, libraries and communities across the United
States. The program is designed promote the love of reading and to encourage children to read. Sturbridge officers,
along with members of Tantasqua Regional School District and local and state government leaders were invited to
Burgess Elementary School on Friday to participate in Read Across America by reading to various classrooms to pro-
mote cultural awareness, improve literacy and to encourage a love of reading. Photo courtesy of the department’s

Courtesy

Police recover
body in Holland

HOLLAND — Police continue to investigate after
a body was recovered in the area of Union Road last
week.

On the afternoon of Feb. 26, police responded to the
area of 100 Union Road. Upon State Police arrival on
scene, a body was recovered in connection to a miss-
ing persons investigation conducted by the Worcester
State Police Detective Unit.

“This is an ongoing investigation by the State
Police Detective Unit assigned to the Hampden Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, State Police Detective Unit
assigned to the Worcester District Attorney’s Office,
Sturbridge Police, and Holland Police,” read a state-
ment released by the Hampden County District At-
torney’s Office. “Identification will be forthcoming,
pending positive identification and next of kin notifi-
cation. There is no ongoing threat to the public.”

If you have information regarding the investiga-
tion, please contact the Hampden County District

Turn To BODY page A10

Charlton keeping
clean energy
changes in mind

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Charlton town officials are prepar-
ing for changes to the state’s clean energy laws which
will affect how permitting is handled by consolidat-
ing state and local processes.

The 2024 Massachusetts Clean Energy Bill, also
known as “An Act Promoting a Clean Energy Grid,
Advancing Equity, and Protecting Ratepayers,” was
signed by the Governor in November. The bill is de-
signed to accelerate the permitting process by con-
solidating state and local permits while seeking to
improve environmental standards and community
engagement. Parts of the law seek to expand electric
vehicle infrastructure in the state, incentivize the

Turn To CHARLTON page A10

Swt/ybmdge updﬂtes open space pl&m

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Last week, about a doz-
en local citizens threw
their ideas into the mix
as part of the town’s up-
date of the Open Space
and Recreation Plan in a
workshop at the Commu- |
nity Center.

Participants looked
at such things as what
properties are and
should be protected, how
trails link them, what
various kinds of indoor
and outdoor recreation-
al activities Southbridge
should have, and more.

Among those pro-
posed — often as sticky

Gus Steeves
BSC planner Agsa Butt captures responses on her iPhone as resident Olivia Houde adds hers.

notes on the several ea-
sels provided — were a
splash pad, playground
renovations, ADA im-
provements, nature
activities, community
gardens and commu-
nity-owned farmland,

better signage for what
already exists, and river
kayak access.

In some respects,
those ideas echoed what
previous OSRPs have
had. Southbridge has
had such a plan since

1989, and is now updat-
ing the one from 2017.
For many years, they’ve
had the same five gener-
al goals: “Conserve and
protect the watershed
& aquiferrich south-
west quadrant of town;

Improve and maintain
existing recreational re-
sources/facilities; Pro-
tect important natural
resource areas ... from
future development;

Turn To OPEN SPACE page A10
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SENIORS NAMED TO BAY PATH’S QUARTER 2 HONOR ROLL

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical School congrat-
ulates the following students in grade
12 on being named to the honor roll
for the second quarter of the 2024-2025
school year.

High Honors

Kaelen James Anderson, Minos
Anifantis, Yheraldine Mercedes Baez,
Claire Elizabeth Baudreau, Amberlyn
Avon Brindle, Kendra Nicole Brooks,
Jameson Patrick Burke, Mikayla Lynn
Crocker, Ryan Charles Dawson, Madi-
son Rose Dolan, Conor Fergal Gadbois,
Erin Elizabeth Gallant, Keegan Gary
Pike Hall, Lexie Rose Harris, McKay-
la Rose Hoel, Ava Lillie Iozzo, Nathan
William Lashua, Eva Noel Lombardi,
Miranda Rose Magalhaes, Lillian Vir-
ginia Maglich, Joseph Charles Manci-
ni, Ayla Milagros McGrail, Isabel Con-
stance McLam, Calle Jean Merchant,
Ava Patricia Millette, Cheyenne Eliz-
abeth Monsen, Zachary Lee Moody,
Jacob John Joseph Morello, Ava Re-
ese Murray, Maya Selena Ortiz, Willis
James Perreault, Naomi Rose Peter-
son, Dylan Michael Polinski, Gabriel
Souza Prado, Kaylie Anna Richard,
Lilianna Cassandra Rockwood, Savan-
nah Rose Steiner, Cassandra Alyson
Tinsley, Brady Logan Tremblay, Vin-
cent William Van Dam, Angelica Vega,
Alison Elyse Welton, Amelia Claire
White

Honors

Anna Marie Aboe, Kortnie Fran-
ces Adams, Nicholas Raymond Ad-
ler, Rima Ahmed Qays Al-Dulaimi,
Wrique Gabriel Da Silva Alves, Con-
nor Michael Belanger, Hope Elizabeth
Belford, Jessica Claire Benoit, Josh-
ua William Ricardo Blackwell, Briea
Annmarie Bogar, Kendall Lynn Bond,
Lake Sayge Boucher, Kaiden Conner
Brochu, Brea Adriane Brunelle-Jaco-
by, Gianna Mary Burbank, Julia Lo-
ralie Burgos, Jonathan Riley Burke,
Robert Edward Casati, Matthew Rob-
ert Chatterton, Joshua Michael Chum-
sae, Makayla Therese Collazo, Olivia
Rose Collins, Catherine Anne Comeau,
Noah Jonathon Cournoyer, Adison
Lenna Daoust, Philipe Monte Santia-
go Dasilva, Hunter Kevin Davis, Jen-
na Marie Defosse, Rori Jean Rockwell
Donohoe, Carly James Donohue, Jared
Peter Dubovick, Emma Faith Marie
Dwyer, Logan Shawn Edwards, So-
phia Anna Falconer, Jaden James Fall,
Claire Patricia Farrar, Midrose Davile-
na Freeman, Corey Michael Gaulin,
Hailee Lynne Gelinas, Reyna Diane-
lys Gonzalez, Noah Zachary Goulet,
Alicia Marie Graveson, Devan Ryan
Grensavitch, Matthew David Guerin,
Savannah Lee Harrison, Joshua Drew
Hemingway, Valerie Ana Hilner, Mol-
ly Ruth Isaacs, Kayah Jadczak, Elena
Gabriela Jerez, Jacob Matthew John-
son, Jacob Jaiden Jurado, Emma Rose
Knott, Enzo Arnaldo Lagares, Samuel
Keith Lamont,

Katherine Ruth
Landgren, Sa-

16 mantha Marlene

Landgren, Emma
Olivia Leclair,

Benjamin Ryan

Lombardi, James

Danlan MacCon-
nell, Brady Fran-

cis Marcoux,
Corbin James
Marcustre, Kyle
Francis Mazur,

Emma Grace McLaughlin, Paul Jo-
seph McManus, Jersey Alecea Mejias,
Sullivan Joseph Brave Bear Morse, El-
yce Chamberlyn Mort, Camron John
Mortell, Julian Ryan Mucci, Yahir
Jose Negron Claudio, Kayleigh Eliz-
abeth Norris, Matthew Christopher
Nowak, Dale William Nussey, Ashlyn
Joy Olejniczak, Morgan Elizabeth
O’Malley, Alaina Maria Pafume, Domi-
nic Antonio Paldino, Jack Anthony Pa-
pagni, Jocelyn Amylia Patterson, Bru-
na Fagundes Freitas Paula, Raegan
Lydia Perreault, Isabella Britni Petti-
nelli, Brad Francis Guy Piekarczyk,
Wojciech Alexander Plewa, Eva Ama-
ra Powers, Vince Jordan Randall-Or-
tiz, Nicholas Scott Reardon, Aidan
Troy Roberts, Luzmarianne Jacsel
Rodriguez Cirino, Jennalee Karielis
Ruibal-Rios, John Cameron Rutter,
Corey Justin Scovil, Nash Brennan
Sicari-Swinimer, Raymond David St.
Francis, Zaydyn John Streeter-Worn-
ham, Zoeybeth Jane Streeter-Worn-
ham, John Gustavo Sullivan, Aaliyah
Brooklyn Szkutak, Madison Riley
Teal, John Phillip Tighe, Hallie Calais
Sampson Tod, Matthew Lee Twombly;,
Manaali Durgesh Vaidya, Nayelix Ma-
rie Vega, Adrian Joseph Vitkos, Mack-
enzie Marie Widen, Dayzyah Jahnay
Wintzel Neely, Cayden James Young

Principal’s List

Connor Paul Allain, Dominic Mi-
chael Balducci, Zachary Kenneth Bog-
ar, Camden Christian Bousquet, Noah
Troy Brown, Jason Robert Brum, Adri-
anna Marie Burdick, Aidan Patrick
Carpenter, Hannah Mae Cavan, Mikay-
la Renee Clyne, Travis Kinsley Cronin,
Isabelle Ann Crump, Mariah Lynne
Cutroni, Ari Joseph Erkoc, Arianna
Lynn Figueroa, Anthony Alexander
Gonzalez, John Waring Gordon, Char-
lotte Elizabeth Hast, Skylar Jeannette
Johnson-Mello, Austin Devin Kravitz,
Jack Christopher Mahoney, Aiden
Michael McCarthy, Kailyn Elizabeth
McHugh, Jed Dean McManus, Blayke

REAL ESTATE

Charlton

CLUES ACROSS
1. Cut a little bit off 42,
5. State with confidence 44,

11. River in NE Scotland 45

Lake in Botswana
E.T. rode in one

35.
38.

66.
67.

5. A number everyone has

Mother of Perseus
Ornamental box
. Gov’t investigators

Muslim ruler title
Depressed

. Musical composition

lasso, Deidre.

$535,000, 135 Burlingame Rd, Healy, Scott A, and Healy,
Jeanine, to Chase, Stephen, and Dalio, Sharan.
$444,000, 162 Sandersdale Rd, No Limit Assets LLC, to Ga-

$439,000, 60 City Depot Rd #501, J Jill Development LLC,
to Chapin, Jessica M.
$361,000, 21 S Sullivan Rd, Tremblay, Norman T, and

14. Not narrow 46. Uncertain Tremblay, Louise A, to Beauregard, Kelsey A, and Beaure-
15. Lacking :sttc!'ul polish 49. A cotton fabric with a satiny gard, Rita P.

:(; :.I-:]?:S“ of time N ?::?l:m ——— $330,000, Sandersdale Rd #2, Meagher, Katherine G, to
19. Automobile S. z\mcriga ’ Kendall Homes Inc.

20. Toadstools 55. Your consciousness of your $330,000, Sandersdale Rd #3, Meagher, Katherine G, to
21. High school dances own identity Kendall Homes Inc.

22. Utilize 56. Noted consumer advocate $330,000, Sandersdale Rd #4, Meagher, Katherine G, to
23. Challenged 60. Spanish sports club Kendall Homes Inc.

25, One-sided 61. Body part

27. Showing extreme greed 62. Tractability

31. Potted plants 64. Woman (French) HOLLAND

34. Everyone has one 65. Ready and willing to be taught

$227,620, 10 Pine Tree Dr, Flannery, Hollie L, and Jpmor-
gan Chase Bank Na, to Jpmorgan Chase Bank Na.
$70,000, 6 Hillside Rd, Simpson Gail Est, and Anselmo, Jo-

$470,000, 56 Main St, Chica, Cristian, to Aquino, Noelia,

39. Juniors’ parents 68. Gradually gave way
41. Small amount 69. Clear-thinking seph A, to Holdcraft, John D.
CLUES DOWN
1. Brushed aside 32. Russian city SOUTHBRIDGE
2. Water sprite 33. Observed
3. Ones to look up to 36. Furious .
4. Monetary units 37. Drivers’ licenses and Aquino, Manuel E.

$388,000, 11 Liberty St, Chatzopoulos, Nicholas D, and

6. Marine invertebrate . Auction Chatzopoulos, Emily E, to Vazquez, Carla, and Rivera, Alex.
7. One who takes you to court 43. They
8. Indicates outer 45. Women
9. Parallelograms 47. Inspire with love STURBRIDGE
10. Strains 48. Japanese ankle sock . .
o b »\;pc:r: $535,000, 11 Summit Ave, Roche, Anthony J, to Morin, Da-
12. A way to remove 50. Old World lizard vid, and Morin, Orene.
13. Some pages are dog- 52. The leading performer
18. Ukraine city 53. Type of protein
24, A citizen of Denmark 54. Pennsylvania town .
26. Summer month (abbr.) 57.Art __:around 1920 w STONE]}R{DGE Y, "’
28. Hindu queens 58. _ Blyton, children’s author WITH STONEBRIDGE PRESS: T\' KN W J \
29. Jewelry brand 59. Abnormal breathing ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE PRESS S g
30. Fictional rider of Rohan 63. A place to sleep MIKAELA VICTOR ' gﬁ
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James Morse, Andy Manuel Nieves,
William Emmanuel Pacheco, Emerson
Rose Pitz, Melany Rose Rebeiro, Liz-
marie Taiz Rodriguez-Soto, Brayden
Roland Ryan, Jeisery Santiago Mar-
tinez, Benjamin Lucas Scobie, Aysel
Silva Nieves, Anthony John Sullivan,
Kathryn Alayna Szretter, Kaeden An-
thony Zajkowski-Gonzalez

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays......c.ccoevveevrrerene 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
i Closed
visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
e Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. t0 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
* Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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Children enjoy free entry at Old Sturbridge Village

STURBRIDGE —
Old Sturbridge Village
invites families and

friends to step back in
time and celebrate the
changing seasons with
the exciting announce-

ment of their Kids Free
Standard Daytime Ad-
mission Promotion, be-
ginning March 1 through
April 30.

During this spring-

time offer, up to two chil-
dren, aged 17 years old
or younger, will be ad-
mitted for free with each
adult full price standard
daytime admission tick-

Spring is a time of re-
newal at Old Sturbridge
Village, and visitors
will witness history
in motion—preparing
fields for planting, pot-
ters shaping clay, black-
smiths making tools,
and costumed histori-
ans sharing daily life
in the 1830s. Guests can
also meet heritage breed
animals, participate in
hands-on crafts (week-
ends only), and explore
households and shops
that bring the past to life.

In addition to the
daily experiences, the
Village will feature spe-
cial events and themed
programming in March,
including:

Maple Days—- Now
through March 9

Discover the tradi-
tional craft of maple
sugaring and enjoy
sweet treats from our gift
shops. See the entire sug-
ar-making process, from
tapping the trees to “sug-
aring off,” and learn why

maple sugar was more
commonly used than
maple syrup in early
New England. Costumed
historians will also cook
period foods made with
maple products and the
tinner and cooper will
make maple-related
items.

Celtic Celebration -
March 15 & 16

Celebrate cultural
heritage through mu-
sic, dance, storytelling,
and poetry. Enjoy fiddle
tunes, a demonstration
of the bagpipes, and mu-
sic by Celtic musicians.
Watch a step dancing
performance by the
Lee Irish Dance School
(Saturday only), and so
much more.

“At Old Sturbridge
Village, we believe that
history should be both
immersive and engag-
ing,” said Chris Tieri,
Chief Marketing Offi-
cer at Old Sturbridge
Village. “This special
offer allows families to
step away from screens,

embrace the beauty of
spring, and create last-
ing memories while ex-
ploring our living histo-
ry museum.”

To maximize savings,
visitors are encouraged
to purchase tickets on-
line in advance, with an
additional $3 discount
compared to door prices.
Full details and tickets
are available at https://
WWWw.osv.org/event/
kids-free-march-april/.

The Kids Free March
and April offer applies to
standard daytime admis-
sion only and does not
include field trips or spe-
cial ticketed events.

Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage is open Wednesday-
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. -4 p.m.
in March and extends to
5 p.m. starting April 2.

A full schedule of up-
coming events can be
found atwww.osv.org/
events-experiences/cal-
endar.

Here Today Adopted Tomorrow hosting
“Spay”ghetti Supper

BRIMFIELD — Here
Today Adopted Tomor-
row (HTAT) invites all
animal lovers to our an-
nual “Spay”ghetti Sup-
per fundraiser at the
First Congregational
Church of Brimfield on
Saturday, March 15.

Enjoy a chef-prepared
dinner while helping
cats in need right here in
our community! Wheth-
er you dine in or take
your meal to go, it’s the
perfect way to gather
with friends and family
while supporting a great
cause. Plus, enjoy raffles,
prizes, and plenty of fun
throughout the evening!

Now more than ever,
shelters like HTAT are
stepping up to help cats
in need. Rising costs,
limited access to veteri-
nary care, and financial
and housing challenges
have led to more pets be-

Local garden clubs team with

Charlton Library for butterfly exhibit

CHARLTON — Join
the Southbridge and
Charlton Garden Clubs
Monday, March 10 from
6-y p.m. at the Charlton
Public Library for a pre-
sentation on the impor-
tance of the Monarch
butterfly. , such as life
cycle and migration. The
program will cover all
aspects of this important
flagship species for pol-
lination. We will cover
their life cycle and migra-
tion as well as the process
of tagging Monarchs,
how their population has
significantly  declined,
and how you could help
with their protection. The
program will also cover
the flora that Monarchs

ing surrendered.

According to HTAT
Executive Director Ra-
chael Max, “Every ticket
sold helps HTAT do what
we do best—care for cats
that might otherwise fall
through the cracks, cats
that might be tradition-
ally seen as ‘unadopt-
able.””

Max continued, “Each
year, this event brings
our community together
in support of local cats
who need us most. The
funds raised allow us to
care for cats who might
not get a chance any-
where else—those with
medical needs, behavior-
al challenges, or simply
a harder time finding
a home. It’s more than
just a meal—it’s a way to
make a real difference.”

Every bite supports
HTAT and helps cats

prefer and the connection
between the two.

Co-presenter Lanette
Lepper is Vice President
of the Quiet Corner Gar-
den Club, a Member of
the Dudley Agricultural
Advisory Commission,
and a Board Member and
Floral Superintendent for
the Woodstock Fair. She
and her husband operate
Armstrong Acres, a mi-
cro-flower farm and CSA
in Dudley, which was one
of the first Homegrown
by Heroes certified farms
in Massachusetts.

Fellow  co-presenter
Nathan Dietz is currently
a freshman at Westfield
State University double
majoring in Environmen-

Historical Society
to explore covered bridges

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Wednesday, March 12, the
Southbridge Historical Society presents Rich Para-
dise talking about “The Covered Bridges of Massa-
chusetts” at The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, 111

Main St.

The talk begins at 7 p.m., and is open to the public.
There will be snacks and drinks afterward.

(and the people who love
them) in our commu-
nity. Bring your appe-
tite, bring your friends,
and enjoy an evening of
great food, great fun, and
giving back!

The “Spay”’ghetti
Supper takes place at
the First Congregational
Church of Brimfield on
Saturday, March 15, from
5 to 6:30 p.m. Advance
tickets are $15 for adults
and $10 for seniors &
kids. To purchase tick-
ets at a discounted price,
visit www.heretoday-
sanctuaryorg or call 413-
324-8224.

If you need assis-
tance feeding or caring
for your pet, HTAT can
help. Local cat owners
can spay or neuter their
cats for $80 or less, and
strays and ferals can be
fixed for free! Visit www.
heretodaysanctuary.org

tal Science and biology.
He currently sits on the
Town of Monson’s Con-
servation Commission,
marking him as one of
the youngest commis-
sioners in Massachusetts.
Nathan also interns for
Monson’s Conservation
Agent, sits on the West-
field State’s Tree Com-
mittee and helped to form
the university’s Green-
house Club. He achieved
his Eagle Scout rank in
2021 through the con-
struction of a Monarch
Butterfly Conservation
Garden, and maintains
two Monarch Garden
Waystations, saving over
2,000 butterflies in the
last six years.

Go to: https://charl-
tonlibrary.assabetinter-
active.com/calendar/
firefly-program-w-south-
bridge-gc-charlton-gc/ to
register.

The Southbridge Gar-
den Club is a non-profit
501c(3) club dedicated to
sharing an interest in
horticulture and expand-
ing our knowledge of

to learn more about our
community assistance
programs.

Here Today Adopt-
ed Tomorrow (HTAT)
was founded by moth-
er-daughter team Barba-
ra Horn

and Rachael Max.
HTAT is a volunteer
driven group focused on
helping cats and the peo-
ple who love them in our
community. In 2012 we
opened our no Kill, cage-
less cat adoption
center for adult
cats and Kittens
in Brimfield, MA.
It is deeply im-
portant to us that
every resident’s
stay at HTAT is
comfortable and
healthy, making
for well-adjusted,
happy animals.
Shortly after

more homeless cats than
we could handle by adop-
tion alone. We believe
that pets are cherished
members of the family
and our ultimate goal is
to keep pets and people
together. We have pro-
grams to help special
needs cats flourish and
get adopted, as well as
community assistance
programs to help pet
owners keep their pets,
such as our Pet Food Pan-
try, low-cost spay-neuter

program, and free cat
behavior program. Each
year, HTAT helps over
1,500 animals and their
families. For more infor-
mation, visit heretoday-
sanctuaryorg.

Visit Here Today
Adopted Tomorrow on
Facebook at facebook.
com/heretodaysanctu-
ary, and follow us on In-
stagram at @heretoday-
adoptedtomorrow.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry  Pottery «Toys
o Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins » Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept » Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

opening, we real-
ized there were

gardening for our
mutual  benefit
and that of our lo-
cal communities.

;;-%L SUPERIOR STORAGE

WE'LL MOVE
YOU FOR
FREE!

Move in SPECIAL!
First 25 NEW Customers

72 MAIN ST
NORTH GROSVENORDALE, CT 06255

860-792-1088

WWW\WV.SUPERIORSTORAGECT.COM

PEPIN |

VJ‘S’A

WASTE SERVICE

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA

Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

Houses

Fully Insured

=
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Neighbors
belping
neighbors —
why sticking
local
matters more
than ever

The world feels overwhelming right
now. Between national headlines, glob-
al crises, and a constant stream of bad
news, it’s easy to feel powerless. But
the truth is, the biggest impact we can
make is right in our own backyard.
When times are tough, neighbors help-
ing neighbors is what keeps communi-
ties strong, and nothing embodies that
better than mutual aid.

Mutual aid isn’t charity. It’s not
about “helping the less fortunate” from
a place of pity or obligation. It’s about
people looking out for one another as
equals, sharing resources, skills, and
support in a way that builds real rela-
tionships and resilience. It’s knowing
that today you might have something
to offer, and tomorrow, you might be
the one who needs a hand. It’s the re-
minder that none of us are in this
alone.

When we stick local, we see real
change in ways that big systems and
distant politicians never seem to de-
liver. A neighbor plows another neigh-
bor’s driveway without being asked. A
small business donates food to families
who need it. A community pulls to-
gether to keep the heat on for someone
who’s struggling. This isn’t a feel-good
fantasy; it’s how people survive and
thrive when they realize the best safety
net is each other.

Relyingon each other isn’t weakness
it’s power. Mutual aid cuts through red
tape, bureaucracy, and the “not my
problem” mentality that can leave peo-
ple falling through the cracks. It’s fast,
direct, and built on trust. While big in-
stitutions debate solutions, neighbors
are already making them happen.

And the best part? It’s contagious.
When people see their community
stepping up, they want to be part of it
too. They realize that helping doesn’t
have to be complicated. It can be as
simple as sharing a meal, giving some-
one aride, or just checking in.

So, while the world feels like it’s
spinning out of control, the best thing
we can do is turn toward one another.
Forget waiting on the big guys to fix
things. Stick local, help your neigh-
bors, and build the kind of community
where people know they can count on
each other.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

'To THE EDITOR

Anthony Aube for DCRSD School Committee

To the Editor:

I have always had a passion for ed-
ucation, and believe that learning is
a life-long process. There is always
something new and exciting to learn.
I believe I have the skills needed to
serve as a strong member of the school
committee and advocate for student
learning. I bring lots of experience,
having worked in higher education for
15 years, and currently working as a
municipal employee for over a decade.

Beginning my career early in life, I
pursued technical courses and intern-
ships in photography, video broadcast,
graphic arts and audio production
starting at the age of 14. Four years
later, I relocated to Boston, where I was
freelancing and pursuing a college de-
gree in Television Broadcasting. Work-
ing hard as a freelancer and attending
college, I was hired as a Broadcast
News Engineer in Boston. I earned my
Associate of Science degree in 2001.

Later, I went on to acquire a Bach-
elor of Science degree, and was in-
volved in the design and installation of
Radio and Audio production studios at
Zumix in East Boston, installation of
audio recording and television produc-
tion studios in Manhattan and crewed
many live audio and video productions
for Metronome Media Group to name
a few.

Looking back over the past 30 years
of my career, I have been presented
with many awards, and have been
published as a leading industry expert
with many notable professionals in-
cluding scientists from NASA. Some of
my installation projects have been rec-
ognized and published in Mix Maga-
zine and Government Video Magazine.

Having two young school age chil-
dren, I learned of openings on the
School Councils at both Charlton Ele-
mentary and Heritage and, later, Charl-
ton Middle School. Without hesitation,
I entered my application, and for the
past three years, have been worked on
each of the school councils.

Mass General Law requires every
public school to establish a School
Council with the following goals: assist
educational needs of the students at-
tending the school, assist in the review
of the annual school budget, formula-
tion of a school

improvement plan and make rec-
ommendations to the principal for the
development, implementation and as-
sessment of the curriculum accommo-
dation plan. The councils have worked
diligently to review and collaborate
with the school principals during all of
our meetings for the betterment of all
students.

For the past 30 years, I have offici-
ated ice hockey all over New England
during the winter months. I am cer-
tified by USA Hockey, Federation of
High Schools, American Collegiate
Hockey Association, and the National
Collegiate Athletic Association. Work-
ing as a hockey referee allows me to
continue being involved with the sport
I have loved since childhood.

Most notably, my greatest passion
is my family. Being a father of a young
family, I find myself learning some-
thing new every day. Spending time
with my lovely wife, Lisa, son Jasper
and daughter Aurora brings me end-
less enjoyment and lasting smiles.

Anthony Aube

Charlton

From corned beef to pancakes,
time to break bread together

BY DR. RB MICFEE
CHARLTON CITY UMC

One of my favorite faith
based songs —a hymn really;,
that transcends faith tradi-
tions or denominations is
titled “Let us break bread
together.” It is in many
ways as timely today as
when it was written oh so

by and focused on a commonly
shared faith, hobby, interest,
charity, athletic event or other
activity.

Which brings me to share
a variety of opportunities for
“breaking bread” with friends,
neighbors, co-religionists, or
even friendly strangers (a po-
tential friend you haven’t yet

long ago, and reveals the BEYOND met) in a warm and inviting
power of fellowship that setting.... church suppers and
can be found when we do in THE other meals hosted by houses
fact break bread together. of worship in our area.

The key words being “fel- PEWS

lowship” and “together.”

Even that phrase “break-
ing bread” conveys a sense
of community During
times of disagreement, we
often hear a cooler head in the mix
invite folks with a simple offer “let’s
break bread together”; the implication
that most people can and will put their
differences aside over a meal.

If ever we need to promote a sense
of camaraderie and togetherness,
one could argue it is now. We do need
to reach out to one another, whether
across the political divide or some oth-
er rift.

And at a time when social isolation
—for a variety of reasons that we could
spend multiple articles discussing —
can you think of a better and more im-
portant task before us than to promote
community?

Thankfully there are many oppor-
tunities to overcome loneliness. Not
surprisingly I think houses of worship
are great places to meet people who
tend to be hospitable, friendly, kind and
in many cases pretty cool, too! Even
for people who aren’t sure about God,
faith, or group worship, visitors are
welcome. I have rarely visited a house
of worship where I didn’t feel welcome,
and after a short time met some pret-
ty interesting people, even developing
friendships that have lasted.

Churches are also great places to
“break bread,” and not just during
Communion.

Eating with others is pretty natu-
ral for humans who tend to be social
beings. Consider, what do most of us
engage in with new friends or at the be-
ginning of a relationship? We meet at,
and get to know each other over a meal.

Eating together is also a great way to
share a sense of fellowship. In fact in it
can be a great way to meet people, espe-
cially when attending an event hosted

By Dr. RB MCFEE
CHARLTON CITY
UMC

Consider some really nice
offerings coming up in our re-
gion....

Pull out your green outfit
because Charlton City United
Methodist Church is hosting their an-
nual and highly popular St. Patrick’s
Dinner on March 15 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Included in the meal of course is corn
beef and cabbage, plus turnips, pota-
toes, carrots, plus green sparkly frost-
ed cake. Family friendly prices, too!
$14 for adults, $7 for children six to 12,
free for kids five and under, family max
$50. Located at 74 Stafford St., Charlton,
Mass 01507. Suggest calling ahead for
takeout orders, or to make a reserva-
tion 1-508-248-7379. A great time to meet
your fellow town members, check out a
loving church, and get a good meal for
a great price.

Speaking of good meals, who doesn’t
like a good spaghetti meal? First Con-
gregational Church of Brimfield is
hosting a “Spay-ghetti,” Dinner -
March 15 from 5 to 6:30 p.m., hosted by
HTAT (Here Today Adopted Tomor-
row) Animal Shelter.

All Saints/St. Mary’s Church is host-
ing a pork chop supper March 22.

And can you think of a better way
to start off a Sunday morning but with
pancakes and bacon, washed down
with hot chocolate? St. Joseph’s Parish
in Charlton, Mass. is hosting a Pancake
Breakfast March 23 from 9 a.m. tonoon.

This is a great time of year to
“break bread” together, support good
causes and ministries that benefit our
community; from food pantries and
youth groups, to animal shelters, and
so much more. Check out the church
breakfasts, lunches and dinners going
on in our area and come on by for some
great food and fellowship.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Five moves
for young
1NVestors

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

If you're just beginning your career,
what are your financial priorities?

You might have student loans to deal
with. And you may even be thinking
about saving for a down payment on a
house. These are certainly significant
issues, and yet, you shouldn’t ignore
your long-term goals, such as retire-
ment — which is why you may want to
get started as an investor.

And as you invest, consider these
suggestions:

Take advantage of your opportuni-
ties. Even while addressing your other
concerns, such as loan payments, you
may well have space in your life to in-
vest — if you take advantage of the
opportunities presented to you. For
example, if you work for a business
that offers a 401(k) or other retirement
plan, try to put in as much as you can
afford, or at least enough to earn your
employer’s matching contribution, if
one is offered. And you may find that
contributing to a traditional 401(k) or
similar plan is more affordable than
you think, as your contributions may
be deductible, lowering your taxable
income.

Think long-term. Some people make
the mistake of seeking short-term
gains by trying to “time” the market
— that is, they try to “buy low and sell
high.” While this is a great strategy in
theory;, it’s almost impossible to follow,
as no one can really predict market
highs and lows. The most successful in-
vestors follow a long-term strategy and
don’t jump in and out of the market.

Know your risk tolerance. Your in-
vestment choices should be based par-
tially on your risk tolerance. Typically,
the more investment risk you take on,
the greater the potential reward, but
it works the other way, too — riskier
investments can result in greater loss-
es, at least in the short term. You need
to find a risk level with which you are
comfortable. Also, your risk tolerance
can change over time — when you get
close to retirement, for instance, you
might want to invest more conserva-
tively than you did when you still had
decades ahead of you in the working
world.

Diversify your investments. The
financial markets affect different in-
vestments in different ways, which
means that, at any given time, some
investments will perform better than
others. But if you only owned one type
of investment or asset class, your port-
folio could suffer if a market downturn
had a particularly strong effect on that
investment or asset. By spreading your
investment dollars among a range of
investments, you’ll have more opportu-
nities for success, and you can help re-
duce the effects of market volatility on
your holdings. Keep in mind, though,
that diversification, by itself, can’t
guarantee profits or protect against all
losses.

Prepare for the unexpected. You
don’t always know when you’ll face a
large expense, such as a medical bill or
a major home repair. If you’re not pre-
pared, you could be forced to dip into
your long-term investments, such as
your 401(k), to pay for these costs. To
help avoid this problem, you may want
to take steps such as keeping a cushion
of cash in your portfolio and building
an emergency fund containing several
months’ worth of living expenses, with
the money kept in a liquid account.

By putting these moves to work, you
can help yourself make progress on an
investment journey that could last a
lifetime.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.
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Roundup of Meatless Menu Ideas

Every year at this
time, this column fea-
tures meatless meal
ideas in recognition of
both Lent and the shift in
dietary changes that pro-
mote less meat. While
it can be a challenge to
whip up exciting meat-
free meals, there are a
few tried and true reci-
pes that find their way
to my family’s table not
only during Lent, but all
year round. Thus, this
week’s column will of-
fer a roundup of some
favorites previously fea-
tures in this column.
And remembers read-
ers, share your meat
free menu ideas and you
could win Dinner for Two
at the Publick House!
%%

First offered by the
historic Toll House
restaurant generations
ago, this mock “chicken”
pie that replaces chicken
with tuna fish is the epit-
ome of comfort food!

“California  Chick-
en” Pie (as served by
Ruth Wakefield at The
Toll House, Whitman,
MA in the 1930s)

I cheated and used a
premade refrigerator pie
crust; if you are really
pressed for time, you can
also substitute canned

potatoes and carrots.
Ingredients: one
medium sized onion,

Today, we’ll discuss
number 8 on my top 10
antiques and collectibles
list: vintage and antique
posters and advertising
signs. With eye appeal
and a connection to prod-
ucts that collectors enjoy,
advertising memorabilia
has always been popular.

Several online sourc-
es, including esigns.com,

chopped; one cup peas:
two diced carrots; two
diced potatoes; one large
can tuna fish (ounces
vary in today’s cans, so
use enough to equal one
cup); 2T flour; one T but-
ter, one cup milk; 1 tsp.
salt; 1/8 tsp. pepper; 1/4
tsp. paprika.

Preparation: Boil the
carrots and potatoes.
Add peas to chopped
onion. Make a white
sauce by melting butter,
add flour and stir un-
til smooth. Add milk,
salt, pepper, and papri-
ka. Cook until thick and
smooth. Add one cup
tuna, broken into small
pieces.

Fill a baking dish with
mixture in layers. Cover
with an upper crust or
buttered crumbs and
bake until brown in a 450

degree oven. Serves 6.
*%

Superb Spin-
ach Quiche
Seasoned feta cheese

hikes the taste quotient
of this classic Lenten
dish. If you’re watching
carbs, just omit the crust!

Ingredients: % cup
butter; 3 cloves garlic,
chopped; 1 small onion,
chopped; 1 (10 ounce)
package frozen chopped
spinach, thawed and
drained; 1 (4.5 ounce) can
mushrooms, drained, or
use fresh, uncooked; 1 (6

ounce) package herb and
garlic feta cheese, crum-
bled; 8 ounces shredded
Cheddar cheese; 1 (9
inch) deep dish pie crust,
unbaked; 4 eggs, beaten;
1 cup milk; salt and pep-
per to taste

Directions: Preheat
oven to 375 degrees. In
a medium skillet, melt
butter over medium
heat. Saute garlic and
onion in butter until
lightly browned. Stir in
spinach, mushrooms,
feta and % cup Ched-
dar cheese. Season with
salt and pepper. Spoon
mixture into pie crust.
In a medium bowl, whisk
together eggs and milk.
Season with salt and
pepper. Pour into the
pastry shell, allowing
egg mixture to thor-
oughly combine with
spinach mixture. Bake
in preheated oven for 15
minutes. Sprinkle top
with remaining Cheddar
cheese, and bake an ad-
ditional 35 to 40 minutes,
until set in center. Allow
to stand 10 minutes be-
fore serving.

*%

I haven’t tried this in-
teresting vegetarian loaf,
but it sounds delicious.
This is from “The Ameri-
can Women’s Cookbook,”
Culinary Arts Institute,
1947. Readers who try it
are encouraged to send

in feedback!
Baked Bean Roast
Ingredients: 4 cups

mashed baked beans; 2
eggs, slightly beaten; 2
cups bread crumbs; one
cup tomatoes; 2T minced
peppers; 2T minced on-
ion; 4 T olive oil; % tsp.
paprika, salt and pepper.

Preparation: Cook
pepper and onions in ol-
ive oil. Add other ingre-
dients in the order given.
Bake (350 degrees) in
greased baking dish for
30 minutes. Serve with
brown sauce or tomato
sauce.

%%

Shrimp & Alfredo
Sauce a la Olive Garden

Here it is again, the
clone of the popular
sauce served at the Olive
Garden. This is the dish
that my husband joking-
ly accused me of Killing
him with. Yes it is very
delicious, but it is also
very rich and high in cal-
ories. However, after one
bite, you might agree it’s
worth the risk!

Ingredients: one
eight ounce package
cream cheese, cut into
pieces; 3/4 cup grated
Parmesan cheese; eight
tablespoons butter; a half
cup milk; one half to one
pound fresh peeled and
deveined shrimp.

Directions: Place first

four ingredients in large
saucepan over medium
heat. Stir constantly
until thickened and re-
move from heat as soon
as it gets hot. Add fresh
shrimp and stir until
warmed. Serve over
eight ounces of cooked
fettuccini. Recipe can be
doubled.
*%

Retro Recipe:
Tuna Fish Casserole
Peas and potato chips are
a requisite for this Baby-
boomer classic that’s as
good as you remember it!

Ingredients: 12 oz
bag broad egg noodles
or elbow macaroni; one
can of cream of mush-
room soup; 3/4 cup
milk; two cans tuna
fish; 10 oz package fro-
zen peas; potato chips.
Directions: Cook egg
noodles/macaroni as
directed on package. In
a bowl, mix together
cream of mushroom
soup and milk. Add
cooked noodles. Drain
tuna and crumble it in
mixture. Fold in peas.
Season with salt and pep-
per. Pour into a buttered
casserole dish. Top with
crushed potato chips.
Bake at 350 degrees
for about 35 minutes.
*%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned
restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

%%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question re-
garding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge
Press newspapers? Send
questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/0
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for dinner
for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

Vintage and antique posters and ﬂdvemsmg Signs

state that advertising
dates back to 18,000 BC,
when cave drawmgs were
used to promote barter-
ing during the Paleolith-
ic Era. The advertising
memorabilia I'll discuss
begins in the 1800s and
has progressed signifi-
cantly since the days of
cave drawings.

In a column last year,
I shared results for brew-
ery, soda, and automobile
related advertising memo-
rabilia. Here are some top
auction results for those
types of signs. An enam-
el and neon double-sided
“Drink Coca Cola in Bot-
tles” sign sold for $37,000
in 2022. A 1950s era large
Pearl Lager Beer of Texas
porcelain lighted motion
sign brought $150,000 in
2023. A circa 1929 Porce-
lain Musgo Gasoline Ser-

vice Station Sign depict-
ing a Native American
went for $350,000 in 2022.
You can also find ad-
vertising on items other
than conventional signs.
A stoneware figural pig
marked “J.O. Sanders
Dealer in Wines, Liquors
& Cigars Elberton GA
1883” sold for $8,500 last
year. “Cigar Store Indi-
ans” were placed in front
of tobacco shops and are
said to symbolize Native
Americans introducing
tobacco to the colonists. A
Samuel Robb (American,
1851-1928) Cigar Store
Indian maiden figure
brought $37,500 in 2022.
A hand-painted canvas
Louis Vuitton advertising
panel with images of Lou-
is Vuitton trunks went
for $4,750 last year. A late
19th century “Ice Cream

& Fancy Cake” tin trade
sign picturing a scoop
of ice cream in a dish
reached $50,000 in 2016.

There are some recog-
nizable characters you
might immediately asso-
ciate with certain brands,
and items featuring those
characters are always in
demand. An early paper
mache Michelin Man fig-
ure sold for over $12,000
in 2023. A 1906 cast iron
peanut roaster with Mr.
Peanut sitting atop the
roaster brought $132,000
last year.

More recent character
advertising pieces can
also bring strong results.
A Styrofoam Pillsbury
Doughboy figure that was
approximately 4 ‘% feet
tall and said to be one of
fifty produced for com-
pany executives brought

$1,500 in 2021. A
7 % foot Bob’s
Big Boy statue in
his red and white
overalls, holding
up a hamburger
went for $4,300
earlier this year.

the spring and
summer. We are
always accepting
quality consign-
ments for future
auctions. Please
visit our website
https://central-

A plastic Tony the massauctions.
Tiger Kellogg’s com for links
Frosted  Flakes to upcoming
cookie jarsoldfor ~ ANTIQUES,  events.
over $7,000 online Contact us to
last year. I'm sure COLLECTIBLES consign  items
the seller thought or for auction
that price was & ESTATES information at:
more than good... * * ° ° ° ° ° ° Wayne Tuiskula
grrreat! WAYNE TUISKULA  Auctioneer/Ap-
We are still praiser Central
cataloging for the Mass Auctions

large one consignor Civil
War memorabilia auc-
tion, Beacon Hill estate
auction, and a comic book,
sports memorabilia, and
collectibles auction that
will be taking place over

Community
Connection

for Antique, Collectibles
Auctions and Appraisal
Services  info@central-
massauctions.com or (508-
612-6111).

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * Fax: 508-347-6985

508 248-9797

Prdpane

PROPANE

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS'

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

27— $5.70 300-500......c00e $2.55
$ z

150-300....000n $2.75 Drop off Tanks.....$3.00

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

REPRGL  Tanks Filled
to 80%

Driver
Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 3/3/25 was $3.47 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

L

\orin

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

SEASONED
CORD WOOD

Our Wood was Cut
down 2 years ago.
All hard wood.

Cut and Split to your
size. 2 cord orders no

delivery Charge.

$300. Per Cord.
Call or Text
413-668-7858

For Advertising Information,
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

‘Covmier JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Cormier family since 1947,
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!

We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415

1 \ ! \
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Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media F1®

= ///:/// s 7//:/‘///\:;//:/#:/’///:/’//* p— ==

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Applications welcome for Ronald J. Denault
Memorial Law Enforcement Scholarship

CHARLTON —A
scholarship of $1,500
honoring the memory
of Ronald J. Denault,
highly respected police
officer at both the state
and local levels, will be
awarded again this June
to a student in the Class
of 2025.

To be eligible for
consideration for this

from a home-schooling
program that has been
approved formally by the
School Committee. Ideal-
ly, applicants will show
evidence of scholarship,
leadership, and commu-
nity service.

Interested  students
should submit a com-
pleted application packet
no later than April 30.

rizing why the applicant
is interested in a career
in law enforcement;
two letters of reference;
and documentation of
academic scholarship.
Details regarding all
requirements will be in-
cluded with the applica-
tion form. Further ques-
tions may be directed to
Dr. Linda Denault, who

Local residents make Dean’s List at
Wentworth Institute of Technology

BOSTON — The fol-
lowing local students
have made the dean’s
list at Wentworth Insti-
tute of Technology for
the Fall 2024 semester.

Jasper Barton of Charl-
tonLily Cepeda of Stur-
bridge

Technology provides a
comprehensive, interdis-
ciplinary, project-based
education in architec-
ture and design, comput-
ing and data science, en-
gineering, management,
and sciences and hu-
manities that integrates
classroom, laboratory;,
studio, cooperative and

and engaged citizens.
The University of Op-
portunity,  Wentworth
aims to be a student-cen-
tered institution that
offers high-quality un-
dergraduate, graduate,
and life-long learning
programs, and embraces
a culture of innovation
and creativity. Hands-on.

award, a student must The application packet can be reached at 508- Imad LaPlante of experiential learning Future-Ready. Education
be a Charlton resident will include the follow- 248-7711(H) or 508-328- Sturbridge to develop career-ready, that’s worth it. Went-
who is planning to fur- ing: an application form 7817(C). skilled professionals, worth.
ther his/her education (available from the high Completed applica- Noah Huckins of . .
in pursuit of a career school guidance office tion packets should be Wales
in law enforcement or at Shepherd Hill or Bay mailed to the Ronald J. Frlends Of Charlton lerary
criminal justice. @~ Ap- Path, at the Charlton Denault Law Enforce- Wentworth Insti- hOldIIlg yarn Sale
plicants may be gradu- Public Library, or at the ment Scholarship Com- tute of Technology
ating from a public or Charlton Police Station); mittee c/o PO. Box 352, Founded in 1904, Went-
private high school or aone-pageessay summa- Charlton City, MA 01508 worth Institute of CHARLTON — In preparation for its upcoming
Yarn Sale, which will take place on March 29 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Charlton Public Library,
Math Blocks THIS 40 Main St., Charlton, the
Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20. D AY IN Friends of Charlton Pub-
< ' The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right. :gc;‘?i;agrydi)sn ;Eilg;esntg
4 The numbers in each column add up to the fotals on the bottom. HISTORY clean, unwanted yarn,
U  MARCH Y Kknitting needles, crochet
hooks, and knitting/cro-
Corn 1 o 8 33 chet Dbooks. Donations
can be placed in the des-
|/ ignated bin behind the
Circulation Desk.
N IO oo | P o
l l 9 22 Laroche becomes the TalSers enable the

non-profit Friends to sup-
port the mission of the

first woman to
receive a pilot’s

license. Library by sponsoring

a variety of programs,

6 5 15 1936: Daytona projects, and events, in-

geach aﬁdl(?o?%d first cluding museum passes,

Foo 03;111’::0012 cgrlrzcgs movies, author talks,

18 23 29 ’ music concerts and per-

1979: The compact formances, and (_Jther

disc is demonstrated cultural and educational

s |v|o9 for the first time. experiences. The Friends

6 |1l T of Charlton Public Li-

brary appreciate your
sL| 8 |oL ;

continued support. For

True or false? uopnos @0 [ questions or more in-

-3 R N1 T~ formation, please email

There IS o perfeCt charltonfriends@gmail.
diet for everyone. com.

Get Scrambled

SEND US
YOUR
NEWS!!!

Unscramble the words to determine the phrase.

EHLTYHA LMSAE

REFINED

with unwanted
elements removed
by processing

pepesu aq

s|pawl AYl|peH :lemsuy
Abwi uonpiuswiiadxa ‘enu] :Jlemsuy

Get the KO
PICTURE?

66 sayy <0 0u

that in:. J

sDid
Wi

e n. . A combination of various
Engh?h' PrOtelt‘ foods, with a good deal of
Spanish: Proteina vegetables and fruits,
Italian: Proteine is part of a healthy e

(b ‘&
French:Protéine g.r: balanced o o i '-%% Can you guess what HCWS@
German: Eiweil ' . the bigger picture is? stonebr 1dge
81Y100WS [Iemsuy press.news

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

IgglelelNG ESTS ‘_Fm ) Comeonin
-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM
Spencer County | CHARLIE'S Salem Cross Inn Someonin
pencer oun ry nn D Bar  Geill « Funcs RESTAURANT & TAVERN meal!
& iner * bar * Grill ® Functions .
g?nye ll‘lnngf; get (}t £/2 feggg BREAKEAST « LUNCH » DINNER 260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
1e5 3 8 oo s FRIDAY 3/7 & SATURDAY 3/8 WE WILL BE CLOSED Now
i ith this ad. Exp .
takin
Fish " Chips To-o - Fridys Oy 1535 J§ FOR VACATION king
SUNDAY BRUNCH ~  toanipm ' MARCH 27- APRIL 2 reservations
All You Can Eat $22.95 st gmtuly AFTER 5:00 PM (REOPEN APRIL 3) for Easter
N 500 Main St., Spencer, MA y
WINGY 508-885-9036 HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 . HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS _ .
! ﬁ Www.spencercountryinn.com Closed Mon & Tue » Thursdays- Open Faced Sirloin Steak Sandwich $20 ® Fridays- Whale's Tale Fish & Chips $20
SN Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562 : For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com Ei (508)867-2345
pon Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00 il 508-885-4033 Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm K3 | | Cards RSN R E3 Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8
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Sturbridge Planning Board approves Podunk cutting plan

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Af-
ter months of discus-
sion and public concern
in various forums, the
Planning Board ap-
proved National Grid’s
tree-removal plan along
Podunk Road with con-
ditions Feb. 24.

As Planner Jean Bu-
bon explained then, the
company was seeking
authority to cut down 110
town-owned shade trees
and nine shared with
abutters “to upgrade
their (electric) lines,”
which run mostly from
a solar field in Charlton.
The project will also cut
or trim many other trees
on private property, but
those were not part of
this hearing process, nor
were dozens overseen by
the Conservation Com-
mission along what’s
called Podunk Annex.

Bubon said the town
bylaws call for two-to-
one replacement of the
healthy trees with young
trees based on an “inch
for inch (width) com-
pensation.” That calcu-
lates to 202 trees (there
are 55 deemed dead, de-
clining or ashes subject
to the ash borer) of at
least two-inch caliper,
which would be funded
by National Grid com-
pensation of $147,000.
They’ll specifically have
to replant 62 trees, plus
820 plants of other types
along the Podunk An-
nex.

Under state law (MGL
Chapter 87), the town
can replant trees with-
in 20 feet of the right of
way and still consider
it a “public shade tree.”
The tree warden will
work with residents and
the company to find good

locations, and if that’s
not possible, the Grid
will deposit an extra
$1,000 per tree for later
use, she added. Nothing
can be removed until all
permits are obtained,
any appeals are resolved,
and this special permit
and order of conditions
have been recorded at
the Registry of Deeds.

According to Admin-
istrator Robin Grimm,
“Different residents
have different desires for
what those replantings
will look like,” so many
of them will be negoti-
ated individually to ad-
dress visual and noise
concerns.

To  Selectperson
Mary Dowling, one con-
cern was this — “Did we
absolutely exhaust the
possibility of trimming”
versus cutting trees?
She noted that residents
wouldn’t see much “sat-
isfaction” from new
plantings for “many
years, and probably not
in the lifetime of the cur-
rent residents.” She’d
like to see the company
replace trees with “a
somewhat larger tree”
because she thinks the
cuttings will affect sce-
nic and property values.

Chair Charlie
Blanchard said the de-
partment and tree war-
den “did really look care-
fully at this, and this is
the decision they made.”
While Sturbridge could
require larger trees, that
would reduce the total
number replanted, he
said.

Tree Warden Tony
Crane agreed, saying
the new trees will need
significant watering and
maintenance for a while

to get established.
A National Grid rep-
resentative said they

were planning to give
the trees “tree diapers”
— bag-like devices that
absorb water and slowly
release it to the roots —
and visit them regularly
with a watering truck.
Their goal is to keep all
of them alive.

When asked what the
survivability rate was
likely to be, Crane said
he couldn’t cite a num-
ber, but that all of the
(mostly larger) trees
Sturbridge planted four
years ago using Arbor
Day funds have sur-
vived, even without such
“diapers.”

Bubon said some res-
idents have said they
don’t want replace-
ments, but the town will
look at individual prop-
erties to “find appropri-
ate location, appropriate
species and appropriate
size.”

This project has been
in the works for at least
a year, with hearings for
the pole replacements
themselves having gone
through the Selectboard
in small numbers at a
time. One of the issuesis
that many of the current
poles are too far apart
to handle the increased
weight of new lines be-
ing used to carry power
from a Charlton solar
array.

The slow process has
drawn criticism from
town officials. Back in
October, Selectboard
Chair Jamie Goodwin
said he’d like to see an
“actual articulation of
what they're doing and
where they're doing it,
from soup to nuts. This
piecemeal [nonsense] is
the same old song and
dance. They’re a private
company making money
on a public utility, so we
need better transparen-

SOUTHBRIDGE POLICE LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE
— The Southbridge Po-
lice Department report-
ed the following arrests
during the week of Feb.
24 to March 3.

Emmanuel Soto, age
33, of Southbridge was
arrested on Feb. 25 in
connection with a war-
rant for Distribution of
a Class A Drug
(subsequent offense).
Felix J. Resto, age 35, of
Southbridge was arrest-
ed during the same inci-
dent in connection with
a warrant for Assault &
Battery. Also arrested
during this incident was
Vianca Rodriguez, age

28, of Southbridge in
connection with multi-
ple warrants for Felony
Breaking & Entering and
Larceny, respectively.
Scott A. Gomes, age
19, of Southbridge was
arrested on Feb. 26 for
Assault & Battery with a
Dangerous Weapon and
Threatening to Hijack.
Deven Joseph Dodge,
age 25, of Southbridge
was arrested on Feb. 26
for Assault with a Dan-
gerous Weapon, Carry-
ing a Firearm Without
a License, Possession of
Ammunition Without
FID Card, and Possession
of a Firearm Without a

Public invited to Opacum
Land Trust Annual Meeting

Breakfast

PALMER — Do you enjoy hiking, hunting, fish-
ing, or other outdoor recreation? Are you interested
in protecting local land, water, and wildlife? Are you
curious about Opacum Land Trust, land conserva-
tion, or how you could get involved? Join Opacum
Land Trust for our 25th Anniversary Annual Meet-
ing Breakfast — all are welcome to this free event!
The breakfast will be held on Saturday, March 15th at
Pathfinder High School, Panek Street, Palmer, from
10 a.m. to noon. At noon, Opacum Directors Glenn
Colburn and Toni Uliana will lead an optional walk
at the Stephen and June Skorupski Woodland Pre-
serve on Silver Street in Monson.

Come for the delicious breakfast and stay for the
celebration as Opacum Land Trust commemorates
a quarter century of local land conservation. Reflect
on 25 years of protecting the land, water, and wildlife
of south-central Massachusetts and learn more about
Opacum Land Trust’s plans for 2025 and beyond.

Please RSVP by March 6. You can RSVP on our
Web site at https://www.opacumlt.org/events/an-
nual-meeting-breakfast/, by scanning the QR code
below or call the Opacum Land Trust office at (508)

347 -9144.

Opacum Land Trust is a regional, non-profit land
conservation organization that protects land, wa-
ter, and wildlife for current and future generations.
Founded in 2000, Opacum currently protects over
4,050 acres of land and is actively working to protect
more land across south-central Massachusetts.

Reach out to us at Opacum Land Trust, PO Box
233, Sturbridge, MA 01566; info@opacumlt.org, (508)
3479144 and check out our website for events, prop-
erties you can visit, and ways to get involved at www.

OpacumLT.org.

Serial Number.

Abel Manuel Carmona
Andino, age 43, of South-
bridge was arrested on
Feb. 26 in connection
with a warrant for oper-
ating a motor vehicle af-
ter suspension of license.

Jocelyn Dorfeuille, age

38, of Southbridge was

arrested on Feb. 27 in con- | :

nection with a warrant
for Unlicensed Operation
of a Motor Vehicle.

Ismael J. Colon, age 53,
of Southbridge was ar-
rested on Feb. 28 in con-
nection with a warrant
for Unlicensed Operation
of a Motor Vehicle.

Jessiah David Hed-
man, age 22, of Webster
was arrested on Feb. 28
in connection with a war-
rant for operating a mo-
tor vehicle after suspen-
sion of license.

A 39-year-old male
from Southbridge was
taken into protective cus-
tody on Feb. 28.

Samantha M. Derry,
age 37, of Southbridge
was arrested on Feb. 28
in connection with a war-
rant for operating an un-
insured motor vehicle.

A 53-year-old female
from Southbridge was
taken into protective cus-
tody on March 1.

A 59-year-old male

from Southbridge re- |

ceived a summons in lieu
of arrest on March 1 for

Shoplifting By Asporta- |

tion.

A b5l-year-old male
from  Worcester was
taken into protective
custody on March 1 for
Destruction of Real
Property, Disturbing the
Peace, Disorderly Con-
duct, and Possession of a
Class B Drug (subsequent
offense).

cy from them.”

At that time, the town
started getting clear-
er details of the whole
scope of the project, in
part because the town’s

normal Grid contact had
been on medical leave
for some time, but had
just returned then, the
selectmen’s meeting of
Oct. 7 noted.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

+ % o Friday’s Child # + +

Kolton
Age 14

Registration # 8558

and bouncing a basketball.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21175660317

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and
teens in foster care.

ai\\ ai\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ a;\\ aixx

Kolton is energetic, funny, in-
sightful, and thoughtful! He loves
listening to NPR, and is good at
the “Wait, Wait Don’t Tell Me”
game show that is hosted on the
channel. Kolton is also super cre-
ative. He can build any type of car
or airplane with LEGO, and any
toy he wants to play with by using
paper and tape. He is also crea-
tive through other mediums, such
as Mine Craft, and would play this
all day if he were allowed. Kolton
is not one for competitive team
sports, however, he enjoys kicking
a soccer ball, throwing a football,

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

- Historical building, also known as .

Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 .
. Large Executive Offices with Elegant .
Finishes and High Ceilings .
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas .

JAMES GLICKMAN

Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

—— = S

9 S36-SE-FHSTFORICO

FOR SALE

FFICE BUILDigi

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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We’ve all been there.
You're just minding your
business, maybe running
errands or sipping coffee,
when—BAM-—someone
snaps at you like you per-
sonally ruined their day
A rude cashier, a cranky
coworker, or a stranger in
traffic acting like you com-
mitted a federal offense
just by existing.

Bestselling author Rob-
ert Greene famously says,
“What people do to you is
not personal.”

Wait, hold on—what?
People’s bad attitudes ar-
en’t personal? It sure feels
personal!

Greene breaks it down
like this: When someone
says something cruel or
mean, they aren’t aiming
it at you. They’re aiming
it at people from their past
who left emotional scars.
You happen to be standing
in the crossfire.

Lisa was working as
a flight attendant when

It’s not about you!

a man on her flight ex-
ploded over something
trivial—his overhead bin
space. “This is unaccept-
able!” he yelled, his face
turning red.

Lisa, who had simply
asked him to place his
bag in a different com-
partment, was caught off
guard. She felt embar-
rassed, even attacked. But
later, as the man calmed
down, he apologized. “I
just got off a stressful
business call,” he admit-
ted. “And my divorce was
finalized yesterday.”

Lisa then realized that
the man’s outburst had
nothing to do with her. So
she let it go.

I'm not excusing his
behavior. Snapping at
someone who’s just doing
their job is rude and un-
necessary. But the point
here isn’t to justify it—it’s
to recognize that it’s not
about you. Understand-
ing that doesn’t mean you

have to tolerate disrespect,
but it does mean you don’t
have to internalize it. And
that can be incredibly free-
ing.

But let’s be honest,
that’s easier said than
done. It’s one thing to
brush off a stranger’s bad
attitude, but what about
when it’s someone you
actually know—someone
whose opinion does mat-
ter?

Like, say, your boss,
who suddenly decides that
your hard work is gar-
bage?

Jake had always re-
spected his boss, but one
morning, she stormed
into the office and called
his recent project “a disas-
ter.” The criticism stung.
He had spent weeks on
that report, triple-check-
ing every detail. That
night, frustrated, he told
his friend what happened.
“I don’t get it,” Jake said.
“She’s never been this

harsh before.”

A week later, he found
out why. His boss’s father
had passed away, and
she had barely slept in
days. She wasn’t angry at
Jake—she was grieving,
overwhelmed, and ex-
hausted.

Let’'s be real—some-
times, the criticism is
about you. If you're con-
sistently missing dead-
lines, turning in slop-
py work, or replying to
emails with just “k,” then
yeah, your boss’s frustra-
tion might be earned.

But more often than
not, when someone’s reac-
tion feels way out of pro-
portion, there’s something
else going on beneath
the surface. People carry
stress, grief, and frustra-
tions that have nothing
to do with you, yet you
become the unsuspecting
target.

Recognizing the differ-
ence can save you a lot of

unnecessary stress—and
maybe even keep you from
rage-quitting a perfectly
good job.

Emma loved her morn-
ing routine—stopping by
her local café, ordering
her usual, and exchanging
smiles with the barista.
But one day, the barista,
usually friendly, barely
acknowledged her, hand-
ing over her coffee with-
out a word. Emma felt a
flash of insecurity. Did I
do something wrong? she
wondered.

That afternoon, she
saw the same barista sit-
ting outside on her break,
eyes red from crying. It
turned out she had just
gone through a breakup
and was struggling to keep
it together at work. “I'm
so sorry if I was off this
morning,” she said when
Emma approached. “I
was just in my head about
some things.” Emma re-

PosimveLy
SPEAKING
mood  had TOBY
nothing to do MOORE
with her—it ________
was simply a
reflection of
her own pain.
How much easier
would life be if we stopped

taking things personally?

As Robert Greene says,
“If you take the angle
that, ‘T'm not going to get
emotionally involved with
this,” it’s incredibly liber-
ating.”

When you stop inter-
nalizing their negativity,
you free yourself from un-
necessary suffering.

So the next time some-
one gives you attitude,
remember: it’s probably
not about you. It’s about
them—their stress, their
history, their bad morn-
ing.

Protect your peace, take
a deep breath, and move
on with your day like the
emotionally untouchable

LEGALS

Town of Holland

Zoning Board of Appeals

Notice of Public Hearing
In accordance with M.G. L Chapter
40A the Holland Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a public hearing on
Wednesday, March 19, 2025 at 7:15
P.M. at the Holland Town Hall, 27
Sturbridge Rd, 1St Floor Community
Room, Holland, MA 01521.
If dial in access is needed, please
contact the Town Hall at 413-245-7108
x101.
The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider a request from Charles Michaud
for a variance according to Holland
Bylaw section 7. Relief requested:
To build a 14-foot by 24-foot detached
garage.
The property located at: 42 Craig Rd.,
Holland, MA Parcel ID # R23/B/9.
Don Beal, Chairperson
Zoning Board of Appeals
Date: 2/25/2025
March 6, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on March 26, 2025, at
7 PM on the application of Christopher
and Krystal Hansen.
The applicant has submitted an
Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area
Delineation to confirm Resource Area
delineation. The site is located at
Sandersdale Road, Parcel ID: 77-C-8.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the ANRAD may be exam-
ined at the Conservation Office by
appointment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
March 6, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO23D2593DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION AND MAILING
Kayla Marie Marengo
vs.

Erick Roland Castillo Lopez
To the Defendant: Erick Roland

Castillo Lopez

The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for
Divorce requesting that the Court grant
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at the Court.

An Automatic Restraining Order has
been entered in this matter prevent-
ing you from taking any action which
would negatively impact the current
financial status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court Rule
411.

You are hereby summoned and
required to serve upon:

Kayla Marie Morengo

7 Lelandville Road

Charlton, MA 01507

your answer, if any, on or before
02/18/2025. If you fail to do so, the
court will proceed to the hearing and
adjudication of this action. You are
also required to file a copy of your
answer, if any, in the office of the

Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: February 6, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
February 20, 2025
February 27, 2025
March 7, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P0595EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Yeimy Berroa Alcantara

Date of Death: 10/21/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Oscar Pena of Worcester MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Oscar Pena of Worcester MA
be appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve With
Personal Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
03/18/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: February 19 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

March 6, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on March 26, 2025,
at 7PM on the application of Steven
Bressette.

The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for the
proposed construction of a 28x28 barn
and septic system within 100 feet of a
Bordering Vegetated Wetland. Adress:
30 Hill Road, Charlton, MA, 01507.
Parcel ID: 31-D-6

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.

Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

March 6, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P0641 EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Patrick Michael Triggs
Date of Death: 01/17/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Maria Triggs of Springfield MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Maria Triggs of Springfield MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
04/01/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: February 25 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

March 6, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester. MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO22P2233EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF
SUCCESSOR PERSONAL

alized that the barista’s legend you are.
REPRESENTATIVE
Estate of:

Florence G. Lacroix

Date of Death: 04/05/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by
Raymond E Pion Jr of Plymouth MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order that:
Raymond E Pion Jr of Plymouth MA
be appointed as Successor Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond and
for such other relief as requested in the
Petition.
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on 03/18/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an Affidavit of Objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
The estate is being adminstered under
formal procedure by the Personal Rep-
resentative under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inventory and ac-
counts are not required to be filed with
the Court, but recipients are entitled
to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and
can petition the Court in any matter re-
lating to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of ad-
ministration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 18, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 6, 2025

LEGAL NOTICE
The Brimfield Elementary School
Committee will hold a public hearing
on its proposed 2025-2026 Elementary
School Budget on Tuesday, March 25,
2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Brimfield
Elementary School, in accordance with
the M.G. L., Chapter 71, § 38N. A
copy of the proposed budget is avail-
able from the Office of the Principal,
Brimfield Elementary School.
Jennifer Custance, Chair
Brimfield School Committee
March 6, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of
Charlton Stormwater Management
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
accepting comments on the following
application:

The applicant, Michael Dyer, has
submitted a Land Disturbance/

Stormwater Management Permit on
February 11, 2025, for stormwater
infrastructure associated with the
construction of a single-family home.
The project site is located at Hill Road
Charlton, MA 01507, and is also known
as: Parcel ID 46-B-3.2 & 46-B-4.2.
Copies of the Land Disturbance
Application are available at the
Charlton Conservation Commission
office during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

March 6, 2025
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Celebrate the Year of the Asclepias by planting milkweed

Melinda Myers

Milkweed (Asclepias) supports mon-
arch butterflies and other pollinators.

Grow milkweed (Asclepias) to sup-
port monarch butterflies, humming-
birds, and bees while adding color; fra-
grance, and beauty to your landscape.
You’ll find native milkweeds through-

out North and South
America.Inrecognition
of this garden star’s
attributes, 2025 has
been deemed the Year
of the Asclepias by
the National Garden
Bureau.

With so many to

You'll enjoy the

GARDEN  orange blossoms in
meadow, prairie, and
MOMENTS  even semi-formal gar-

dens. Combine this
beauty with yellow,
purple, and blue flow-
ers. Deadhead fad-
ed flowers to extend

MELINDA
MYERS

choose from, select the

milkweed that is best

suited to the growing conditions, your
landscape design, and garden main-
tenance. Some milkweeds are very
aggressive and can quickly take over
garden beds and large areas in the
landscape, requiring time and effort to
maintain their spread.

Butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tu-
berosa) is one of the tamer milkweeds
with lots of ornamental appeal. This
adaptable milkweed is hardy in zones
three to ten and was named the 2017
Perennial Plant of the Year.

Grow butterfly milkweed in full
sun with well-drained soil. You’ll ap-
preciate its drought tolerance once it’s
established. If you are gardening in
clay soil, consider growing Asclepias
tuberosa var. clay,a natural variant
found growing on clay soil. Mark the
location of any butterfly milkweed in
the garden or plant some spring flow-
ering bulbs nearby to avoid accidental-
ly digging up this late-to-emerge peren-
nial.

bloom time and pre-
vent reseeding if this
is a concern.

When looking for a bit larger plant
that tolerates moist to wet and occa-
sionally dry soils, check out red milk-
weed (Syriaca incarnata), also known
as pink and swamp milkweed. You’ll
enjoy the fragrant reddish-pink flow-
ers and the butterflies, bees, and hum-
mingbirds that visit the flowers.

It’s hardy in zones three to nine plus
red milkweed grows three to five feet
tall in upright clumps. The flowers are
followed by narrow pods that release
silky-haired seeds like other milk-
weeds. It grows best in full sun with
moist soil and is less aggressive than
common milkweed. Grow this milk-
weed in sunny mixed borders, natural
gardens, rain gardens, and alongside
ponds. And best of all, the deer and
rabbits tend to leave it, and other milk-
weeds, be.

Common milkweed Asclepias syr-
iacais afavorite of monarchs, hardy
in zones three to eight, but very ag-

gressive, spreading by deep rhizomes
and seeds. The purple-pink flowers are
fragrant at night, and you will find a
variety of butterflies stopping by for a
visit. Keep it contained by persistent-
ly removing unwanted suckers and
seedpods before they open to prevent
reseeding

Sullivant’s milkweed Asclepias
sullivantii is similar but a bit less ag-
gressive. It has the same great butter-
fly appeal and is hardy in zones four to
seven.

These are just afew of the more than
100 native milkweed species, many of
which you may want to add to your
gardens. You can find out more about
the species native to your region in the
Milkweed Regional Guides located on
the Xerces Society website. You are
sure to find one or more to add to your
garden beds.

Melinda Myers has written over 20
gardening books, including Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, Revised Edi-
tion, and Small Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” instant video and
DVD seriesand the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden Moment
radio program. Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. Myers’ Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS Cleaning Services

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

Ei

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

___CONTRACTING_§ _ CONSTRUCTION

ln&oor/Out&oor Remodellng

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

Lanclscaping
Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc
Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition
Free Estimates Fully Insured

2> KUBALA

-
{ d
.ﬂ HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

908-784-1550
:ERO K

ﬂﬁ%@

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
. estimate at:

774-262-9166

/i

Black ~

Diamond
CONTRACTING

DRYER VENT CLEANING

CONSTRUCTION CORP.

Septic Systems
Design, Installation, and Repairs
* Complete Outdoor Living
* Retaining Walls ¢ Patios
* Drainage Solutions
* Asphalt Paving

774-696-3246

AMYV

Nationally Certified
Dryer Exhaust Expert

SAVING ENERGY

774-289-3581

amvdryerexhaust.com

DRYER VENT CLEANING,
INSTALLATION AND REPAIR

* CLOGGED DRYER VENT
* DRYER RUNNING TOO SLOW
* MOVING LOCATION OF DRYER
* REPLACING FLEXIBLE HOSE
WITH HARD PIPE FOR SAFETY

*ELITE= fqzwr; _‘,.«"‘“ -,
£ ) jecaniied
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= Lcﬁapﬁovgjc il

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775 e tE
492 Main St Oxford =
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [EI%3¢*: J

GJLEDUC

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!
-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY BONETTI’S
CLEANINGS | |Home Improvement
Starting at $99 Rs‘:g::]"g

ALL KINDS OF Deckg

MASONRY & Remodeling
CONCRETE WORK Windows
New & Repairs, Repointing, Doors

Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing
Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate

JOHN DALY
Plumbing
Specializing
in repairs or new
installs for home
owners
since 1988

Fully licensed and
insured

Lic #MPL 21763
Call
508-304-7816

Email
jdrainman714@aol.com

HEATINB INC.

MIKE LAMBERT'S
g PLUMBING &
Commercial,
Residential,

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542

frenchyn4b@gmail.com

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

* B
[ .

Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

For Advertising Information
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continued from page Al

part-time project man-
ager without any discus-
sion. He’s replacing Rich
Benoit, who resigned sud-
denly in mid-February.

According to the Feb.
20 DPW subcommittee
meeting video, Jovan
said Jackson will serve
both roles part-time for
a $60,000 a year salary
without benefits until
the director’s role can be
filled full-time. After that,
Jackson will continue as
project manager 20 hours
a week. A retired DPW
director from another
town, Jackson has experi-
ence in roads, water and
sewer, served as interim
director here previously,
and can help train an in-
coming director, Jovan
added.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

BODY

continued from page Al

Attorney’s State Police
Detective Unit at 413-505-
5993.

“The Holland Police
Department offers deep-
est condolences to the vic-
tim’s family. This is an on-
going investigation and
is being led by the State
Police assigned to the
Hampden County DA’s
Office,” read a statement
released by the HPD.

SEND US YOURNEWS!!

wuly
news@ .,

stonebridgepress.news / Wi\

CHARLTON

continued from page Al

use of natural gas, and
streamline the permit-
ting process for projects
such as solar or wind
power.

The bill was one of the
few major talking points
during a short Charl-
ton Board of Selectmen
meeting on Feb. 25 where
Town Administrator An-
drew Golas reminded se-
lectmen that the changes
will alter the permitting
process significantly for
all towns.

“There are new reg-

ulations that are in
promulgation for clean
energy infrastructure
regulations. The new
clean energy law that
passed through the legis-
lature last year requires
changes to the permit-
ting process for the clean
energy infrastructure
both at the state and lo-
cal level. Municipalities
will be required to use
a consolidated permit-
ting process for projects
under their jurisdiction
which includes genera-
tion projects less than 25
megawatts and storage
of less than 100 mega-

watts,” said Golas.

The town administra-
tor explained that the
new process will include
consistent standards for
permitting different cat-
egories of clean energy
projects. If those stan-
dards are met, cities and
towns will have little au-
thority to reject the proj-
ect and will be required
to approve it within one
year of receiving a com-
plete application. Golas’
update was meant to be
purely informational,
keeping the impending
changes on the Board
of Selectmen’s radar,

although he did admit
the new law may cause
some frustrations as mu-
nicipalities adjust to the
changes.

“As we get more infor-
mation, we’ll make sure
we pass it on to the Plan-
ning Board and keep
(the Board of Selectmen)
involved, but I'm sure
there’ll be more local
pushback on this, these
are just kinds of things
being brought up now to
give local towns public
knowledge,” Golas said.

It should be clarified
there was no vocal oppo-
sition to the law present-

ed during the Board of
Selectmen’s Feb. 25 meet-
ing. Golas also clarified
that the law shouldn’t
impact any projects cur-
rently approved.

The regulations are
currently being drafted
by the Massachusetts
Department of Ener-
gy Resources. The law
is part of a larger mis-
sion on the state level to
help the commonwealth
reach net zero emissions
by 2050.

OPEN SPACE

continued from page Al

Expand recreational
resources, green spac-
es, and open space; and
Link existing and poten-
tial trails and recreation-
al resources.”

Planner Aqgsa Butt
of BSC Group, which is
writing the plan, said this
plan adds climate resi-
lence goals partly based
in the town’s Municipal
Vulnerability Plan and
looks at environmental
justice issues. Among
the latter are such things

as whether Southbridge
has enough parks for
its population, tyring
to ensure amenities are
within a 10-minute walk
of most people, and have
ADA access. Fulfilling
the ideas will depend on
funding, but having an
updated OSRP makes
Southbridge eligible for
various grants.

She said her back-
ground is in landscape
architecture and urban
planning, and doing OS-
RPs “encompasses the
things I care about.” She
particularly likes work-
ing with local people and

their “wealth of experi-
ence,” she added.

Her colleague Adam
Duchesneau said their
team looked at the 2017
OSRP to see what had
been done or not and
why, sought to update
the protected properties
and other issues. Most of
their work is based on the
state’s OSRP workbook,
which “informs a lot of
what you need to have
in your plan” and shows
how to translate them
into action plans.

Most of the data came
from the previous plan
and various online map-

ping resources, but those
sometimes don’t depict
everything. That’s one
reason these forums ex-
ist — to get more accurate
data from local citizens.
For example, the maps
BSC presented showed
various Kkinds of pro-
tected land, but excluded
several parcels that are
in private hands. It also
marked a large swath of
the watershed as being
under “Article 97" per-
manent protection, but
it’s unclear whether that
land is actually in Ar-
ticle 97 or just de facto
protected because of the

reservoirs and town own-
ership.

Butt said BSC has al-
ready spoken to some
town officials and var-
ious citizens, collected
responses to a public
survey, and will compile
this forum’s responses.
Going forward, they plan
a second public event (not
yet scheduled) to look at
prioritizing things and
funding sources for each
action. The overall goal is
to finish the plan in June,
she said.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Local schools receive grant funding for mental health services

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION — Local
school districts will re-
ceive grant funding as
part of a state effort to
expand student access to
behavioral and mental
health services.

The Healey-Driscoll
Administration will
award  $5,540,875 in
grants to 60 school dis-
tricts, educational col-
laboratives, and charter
schools across Massa-
chusetts.

Funds can be used
to create or expand stu-
dent support programs
and services. Funds can
also assist with build-
ing school partnerships
with community-based
mental health agencies
or providers.

In addition, the Mas-
sachusetts Department

(DESE) will provide re-
lated professional devel-

opment  opportunities
for school staff mem-
bers.

“We have a mental
health crisis that was
only made worse by the
pandemic, particularly
for students. That’s why
improving students’ ac-
cess to behavioral and
mental healthcare is a
priority for our admin-
istration,” said Gov.
Maura Healey. “These
grants will help districts
connect students with
the services they need to
be safe, healthy, and suc-
cessful today and into
the future.”

Local grant recipients
include Southbridge
Public Schools ($63,125);
Uxbridge Public Schools
($50,864); Pathfinder
Regional Vocational

North Brookfield highway-driver

Town of North Brookfield
Highway Department

is looking for a
Full-time Driver, Laborer,
Operator position
(DL required with HEO required
within 6 months of hire.
Must be available for
emergency calls days, nights,
weekends & holidays.
Applications are available
at the Highway Garage, 58
School St, No. Brookfield
(508)867-0213

Equal Opportunity Employer

of Elementary and Technical High School
Secondary  Education ($37,150); and Belcher-
FOSTER
parents | Town-to-Town
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Gentral
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

town Public Schools
($25,080).

“We are grateful to
the educators and com-
munity-based  provid-
ers who are partnering
and innovating to im-
prove supports for stu-
dents,” said Lt. Gov. Kim
Driscoll. “These services
are essential for helping
students be successful
academically and to
build healthy relation-
ships with their peers
and teachers.”

Grant funding will
provide students with
a range of services and
resources to help them
address mental health
and behavioral health
challenges. Addition-
ally funds will help
school districts establish
cross-system coordina-
tion to improve integra-
tion of behavioral and
mental health supports,
ensuring seamless tran-

sitions between schools
and communities while
improving data systems
to track efforts and re-
sults.

“The Healey-Driscoll
Administration is fo-
cused on healing, stabi-
lizing, and transforming
our education system
that is still recovering
from the lasting impacts
of the pandemic. These
grants are providing
our schools, from North
Adams to Dennis, with
the funding they need
to foster environments
that support healthy
social and emotional
development in their
classrooms and beyond,”
said Massachusetts Edu-
cation Secretary Patrick
Tutwiler, who recently
visited the Spencer-East
Brookfield Regional

School District and has
been active across cen-
tral and western Massa-

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

chusetts.

Addressing the youth
mental health crisis re-
mains a top priority for
the Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration. Healey’s
Fiscal Year 2026 budget
includes more than $21
million to support stu-
dent behavioral and
mental health services.

“Our educators are
working to create safe
and healthy learning
environments that are
joyful, engaging, and eq-
uitable for every child,”
said Massachusetts El-
ementary and Second-
ary Education Acting
Commissioner Russell
Johnston. “These grants
will help provide student
supports that advance
that important work.”

To learn more about
grant opportunities and
recipients, visit www.
mass.gov.

Foster Care WAR RELICS &
(508)829-6769 WARﬁ,?,h’;’:g'ERS
(D WWII & EARLIER
cvercux CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

LIVE BAIT
FOR ICE FISHING
Open24/1
Spencer
908-885- 5416

A

Hiring?
Reach More
LocalApplicants Y

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news

Phone:(774)200-7308

4,

independently.

currently certified.

TOWN OF POMFRET

PART-TIME ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK

The Town of Pomfret seeks to hire a pt (up to 25 hrs/wk) Assis-
tant Town Clerk responsible to assist the Town Clerk in the ad-
ministration and management of the municipal records of the
Town, its minutes, agendas, licenses, and permits as required by
CT General Statutes and to perform all duties for elections, pri-
maries and referenda. Must assist the general public and work
in cooperation with municipal officials. Must be able to work

A minimum of a high school diploma required. Efficient knowl-
edge of Microsoft Office including Excel and Word. One or two
years of office or secretarial experience, or one year of office
administration. Bookkeeping experience and previous CCMC
certification or experience helpful but not necessary. CCMC cer-
tification would be required within 4 years of employmentif not

Salary commensurate with experience. Full job description
available on the Town website: www.pomfretct.gov. Submit let-
ter of interest, application and 3 letters of reference to: Select-
man’s office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, Ct 06259.

Application deadline March 24,2025. EOE/AA

The Spencer Housing Authority has an opening
for a Full-Time Administrative Assistant

The Spencer Housing Authority is seeking a qualified full-time Administrative Assistant
to assist with a variety of tasks including, but not limited to, processing applications, main-
taining waitlists, calculating rent determinations, and general reception duties including
answering phones, entering work orders, filing and assisting the public. This is a full time
(40 hours) benefited position. Retirement is through the Worcester County Retirement
Office. Successful candidates must have excellent written and verbal communication skills
and be proficient in computer skills. Working knowledge of EOHLC, CHAMP, or PHA-Net
software. The selected applicant must be able to pass a criminal background check (CORI).
The full job description can be found on the SHA website. Pay: $20.00 per hour
Applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to:

Spencer Housing Authority 13 McDonald Street Spencer, MA 01562

Attn: Kimberly Hurlbrink

You may also email cover letter and resumes to Kimberly Hurlbrink: kim.hurlbrink@

spencerhousing.org

Resumes will be accepted until 2:00PM on March 21, 2025
Spencer Housing Authority is an equal Opportunity Employer.
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REAL ESTATE

Fﬂ REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570

hope20wn.com

/
We Want
Your Listings!

Y

—

508.943.4333

Staron Pelletier - Owner Broboern
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

{LSORRY, SOLD!!

TN

WEBSTER Y
61 PARK AVENUE ~

irst Time Offered!! Impressive, Well Maintained Custom Built
Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in
| 2001 & offers 1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full
= Baths! Fabulous Split Floor Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double
- Walk In Shower, & a Private MASTER SUITE w/Private Full Bath,

Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! = Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer. $469,000
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryax Pelleticr
- T ~N
SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON (1D Featured New Lioting!! aQ WEBSTER -
13 Units - 4 Well Main- , WEBSTER'ZS SI.ATER ST ( X\ ! 22 COOPER RD.
tained & Updated Mul- / N - New Construction! 2nd of 4

ti-Family Buildings with 2
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central
Core” District of Downtown
Southbridge!! ... Mixed
i Use Zoning !! Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough
= for up to 18 Vehicles!!

= $1,300,000

OXFURD 25 SUTTON AVENUE

.9 Location ~ Location! Move-in ready
i Commercial Office &/or Retail Space !
o |deal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-
_ ! panigs looking to expand, Banks, Med-
" ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in
_ | an Active area of Restaurants & Retail
| 1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots
$1,150,000

- T

Location! Location! This Oversized &
Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472
sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has
1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd
» & 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf,

5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,
22'x22’ Two Car Garage! 12'x16°Con-
. crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied.
PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the
— | Property. $559,900

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRUNTAGE 11.61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND

13"""“:'

'P'| ON DEPOSIT |

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine,
Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential for up to 5 house lots! 119 road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full
recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $899,000

| Homes to be built! Imagine Your-
? self in a New Craftsman Style

home - Tucked away on Cooper
| Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access
* to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp.
4 BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout
slider from Basement. 2 Car Ga-
rage! $649,900

WEBSTER -
38 GOLONIAL RD.
LAKE RESIDENTIAL

Webster Lake Area! Investors take
notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
ble extra buildable lot! Home has 2
! bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-

cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split

System. Vinyl Siding, Replacement

g Windows. 100CB. Interior needs up-

\ dating* $399,900

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
e | Featwned Tew Listing!! B e I Webster Lake Waterfront

Webster Lake Waterfront- 88 Union Point 44 West Point Rd

| Excellent opportunity! Un altered Natural Western Fac- S . . .
| ing Shoreline- Beautiful Sunsets - Panoramic Views of s \ﬁr & 1st Time Offered!! On Killdeer Island! Beauti-
T TS F . ful Waterfront Property. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,

‘| Middle to North Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront

: 1 Utili i interi i m . .

| Lot! Utilize this one Bedroom Winterized cottage while .||.| custom kltchen, Indoor/Outdoor Flreplace!
8 Entertainers Dream!

making plans to construct your dream home! Or just

| live in, as is! Fireplaced living room ! 12 X 30 one car
¢ Large Garage
2| SORRY, SOLD

Beautiful Sunsets!
garage. Beautiful Pine trees at the water’s edge! - Here
is your chance! Showings by Appointment, with List-

| ing Broker $660,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
@ i 508-873-9254 oY

$1,270,000
Maria Ree
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

P
") L
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

HOPEDALE- NEW LISTING CHARLTON- 2400 SQFT.
Perfect Condo Alternative Better Than New

.'.. 3 '\\I * 1 Bedroom
S r940sq.f
- el K
VLY
bl _I!.|.|_ E = I .

\ X * Open Floor Plan
93 Haggerty Rd $654,900

- *Commutingisa
breeze with
Rte.I-95 and 146
(15 minutes away)
DO NOT DELAY!!! OXFORD- NEW LISTING
Market Has Limited '
Inventory-

Be Pre-Approved and
Find a Good Buyer Agent
It is very competitive to
find and successfully buy
a home today.

WE CAN HELP YOU!
CALLFOR A
CONSULTATION TODAY

*Pristine Property
. 2 * 4 Bedroom
*2.5Bath
* Private Setting
* Hickory Cabinet
Kitchen
with Stone
Countertops

54 Hill St. $385 000

HOLDEN- NEW SEPTIC SYSTEM
BEING INSTALLED

S —
*1200 sq. ft. Ranch
* New Kitchen * New Bath
* New Siding * New Flooring
New Electrical * New Windows

%25 Acres 1. 5 Baths
* Fireplace * 3 Season Porch
* 1700 sq. ft.
* 2 Car Garage
130 South Rd. $575,000

36 Old Southbridge Rd $447,500

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

OXFORD- 3 UNIT
ERR Key Realty N MULTI FAMILY ON 2.3 ACRES When
EEEEEEEEEE . Experience
Donna Flannery Realtor® *2 (1 BR) UnltS d
508-612-6771 *1(2 BR) Unit al!
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com *Private Wooded Lot commltment
Donnaflannery@erakey.net | _ . Matter
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE e e R *Off St. Parking
NATIONAL ERA "'"A;:;:,:::'“ FORCUSTOMER . 65 Charlton St., Easy Hzghway Access * New Septic System Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS Jo-Ann Szymczak - - - ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME > CRS, GRI, SRES .lrm ca" jo Ann 774 230 5044 = 508.612.1382
e - 508-943-7669 4|1 ReMax Vision (%= RE/MAX\  MESRealtv.com
oo e 774-230-5044 g - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608~ \ @ vion ) carty.com
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT 55 Eohis ~> _“ Mary@VWillSellit.com

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

Sandi Grzyb

I look forward to

1 WO RCESTER serving you in all of

your real estate

Contact Mikaela Today

Got Space?

We need properties to sell - any type! ventures!

Conrad Allen * Buying 774_200_7308
508.400.0438 : ISelllnt_sg

callenl995@oo| com B sting, -~

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Contact Info: i '
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

we do.

sandigrzyb@aol.com

[ §
65 Southbridge Street,
Auburn, MA 01501

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates
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Assumption students tour Sheriff’s Office

WORCESTER COUNTY
SHERIFF’'S OFFICE

MAIN BUILDING

Assumption University students recently took part in a tour of the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office.

REGION — The
Worcester County Sher-
iff’s Office recently host-
ed Assumption Univer-
sity students interested

Brimfield Auction Acres welcomes

BRIMFIELD —
Brimfield Auction
Acres, birthplace of the
world-famous Brimfield
Antique Shows, will host
a special Meet and Greet
with Rob Wolfe, of His-
tory Channel’s popular
reality show “American
Pickers,” May 16 & 17
from 10-11:30 a.m. and
2-3:30 p.m.

Wolfe will be out and
about throughout the
day, filming, interacting
with dealers & shop-
pers with two scheduled
“meet & greet” sessions
on the property at the
Brimfield Winery Wine
Garden.

With an impressive
track record spanning

HURRY!

Limited time
only!

in pursuing careers in
sociology, criminology,
or criminal justice.
Students participated
in a tour of the WCSO

Rob Wolfe

over 35 years, Wolfe has
tirelessly pursued his
passion for all things
vintage and motorized.
His unrelenting quest
has taken him to the far
corners of the world, un-
earthing treasures and
unraveling the captivat-

WORLD'S GREATEST

REGLINER SALE

& Bunu m? B

GET RECLINING & GET SAVING!

Choose from an amazing selection of our greatest
recliner styles and features including
massage, leather, high legs and more...
all sale priced to fit comfortably
into your budget!

Jail and House of Cor-
rection, learning about
several facets as they
work toward launching
their own careers in law

ing stories behind each
piece he discovers.

Wolfe’s journey as an
everyday archaeologist
began at a tender age of
eight, when he stumbled
upon the joy of refur-
bishing bicycles for prof-
it. This early experience
ignited a lifelong fasci-
nation with historical
artifacts, prompting him
to expand his expertise
to encompass a diverse
range of antique items.
Guided by the belief
that every object holds a
narrative waiting to be
retold, Robert strives to
restore these treasures
to their rightful place in
history.

As the brother of

enforcement or related
fields.

“The group visited
multiple parts of our fa-
cility, heard from staff,

and learned about day-
to-day operations,” read
a statement released by
the Sheriff’s Office. “It is
always a pleasure to edu-

Courtesy

cate groups on what the
Sheriff’s  Department
does and the different
career paths in the law
enforcement field.”

Rob Whlfe of “American Pickers”

Mike Wolfe, Rob has
had the honor of join-
ing forces with him on
the popular reality show,
“American Pickers,”
featured on the Histo-
ry Channel. Together,

they have traversed the
length and breadth of
the United States, delv-
ing into forgotten barns
and garages, unearthing
what they affectionately
term “rusty gold.”

Whether you are a
collector, fellow enthusi-
ast, or simply captivated
by the allure of the past,
Robert invites you to
join him for this interac-
tive discussion.

National Quilting Day
exhibit and demonstration
at Charlton Pubhc lerary
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5300

Probably the most famous quilt of all time, the Jane Stickle Quilt is comprised of 169 five-inch
blocks, each in different patterns, containing a remarkable total of 5,602 pieces surrounded
by a unique scalloped border. The craftsmanship of the quilt has been mentioned in numerous
quilting books, and is the topic of Dear Jane, The Two Hundred Twenty-Five Patterns from the

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA

508-234-8777

FREE LAYAWAY / FREE DELIVERY

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

1863 Jane A. Stickle Quilt, by Brenda Papadakis.

CHARLTON — Sat-
urday, March 15 is Na-
tional Quilting Day and
Cornerstone Quilters
Guild is holding their
Third Annual Quilting
Day Exhibit and Demon-
stration in Dexter Hall
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. The
room will be filled with
many different types of
quilts, and participants
will host demonstrations
of hand and machine
quilting techniques

highlighting the diverse
world of quilting from
traditional to modern
to contemporary. They
will also be available to
answer questions. They
will have information
about their workshops
and community out-
reach as well. This event
is free and open to all; no
registration is required.

The Cornerstone Quil-
ters Guild is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization

founded in the spring of
2000. The Guild has over
100 members from the
Central Massachusetts
and Northeast Connecti-
cut areas. They welcome
everyone with an inter-
est in the art of quilt
making, both beginners
and experienced quilters
alike!

Charlton Public Li-
brary is located at 40
Main St.
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