


2 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, July 5, 2024

LEICESTER —  Leicester Middle 
School has released its honor roll for the 
fourth quarter of  the 2023-2024 school 
year.

8th Grade High Honors
Matthew Alves, Rory Barrett, 

Emma Bernabei, Brady Bouchard, 
Jude Campbell, Allison Gagne, 
Haylee Kularski, Joseph Kulla, Brock 
Lopez, Julianna McCormick, Trinity 
Medeiros, Charlotte Mercer, Max 
Milionis, Katherine Ozarowski, Alivia 
Perry, Katarzyna Piascik, Maryangelie 

Rivas, Paula Roberts, Ryan Sweeney, 
Jayke Williams

7th Grade High Honors
Camden Beaudry, Elijah Belisle, Liam 

Gentile, Papayaw Larbi, Rocco Lauder, 
Tighe Lauder,

Kingston Nguyen, Nick Nguyen, 
Jaedyn Perry, Marielee Yamaliz 
Valentine, Hunter Wright

6th Grade High Honors
Olivia Cardona, Avery Cole, 

Christopher Harrington, Tyler 
Kularski, Fiona 
Liebman, Ayla 
Lis,

C h a r l i e 
Marttila, Cadence 
Medeiros, Emma 
Mercier, Owen 
Murphy, Sonya 
Potvin, David

S a n b o r n , 
Joseph Ukoh, 
Leah Varney

5th Grade High 
Honors

Fionna Barrett, 
M a c k e n z i e 

Beaulac, Juliette Bellisario, Aubrey 
Bullock, Brooklyn Bullock, Victoria 
Cardona, Celeste Couture, Logan 
Curren, Anna Derrick, Raegan Higgins, 
Sophia Kennedy, Payton Lacroix, 
Larissa LaFlamme, Nanakwasi Larbi, 
Astrid Tocay Ajtun, Kason Ward

8th Grade Honors
Jack Albro, Brody Arnberg, 

Muhammad Arslan, Kennedy Bates, 
Isabella Cortes Flores, Zachary 
Couture, Stella Entwistle, Stephen 
Giaquinto, Jonathan Ho, Hailey Knott, 
Sarah Kozlowski, Kaylee Luby, Michael 
Lupien, Alena Martinkova, Josiah 
McDonald, Maia Mitchell, Trevor 
Moorghen, Nikolai Ngo, Brandon 
Nguyen, Desmond Strom, Nicholas 
Stuart, Shane Stuart, Lillian Warner, 
Jameson Wood

7th Grade Honors
Jansen Benton, John Derrick, Javier 

Flores, Benjamin Hagglund, Braydon 
Herbert, Maci

Lusignan, Lincoln Meloche, Thinh 
Pham, Lily Schimke

6th Grade Honors
Elisa Aguirre, Griffin Bayer, Maxwell 

Belizaire, Trey Blais, Jolene Boudreau, 
Landon Bullock, Mila Cortes, Bridget 
Dillon, Adalynn Grant, Shelby Grant, 
Haidi Hadi, Cameron Hipple, Juliette 
Hoekstra, Ava Johnston, Alyse LeBlanc, 
Sadie Lenahan, Reagan Lyon, Chloe 
Mayotte, Owen McBrien, Sophia Muzzy, 
Hailey Rooney, Kayzen-Kalani Santana-
Ernestburg, Lily Schrader, Jackson 
Trainer, Liam Tremblay, Aaliyah 
Trought, Aiden Valinski, Brady Walsh, 
Lexie Weagle, Brody Weber, Gianna 
Wooden

5th Grade Honors
Arianna Alicea Rodriguez, Philip 

Armstrong, Narta Berisha, Daniel 
Ciciliane, Matthew Cormier, Ava 
Cruz, Rylee Garrahie, Jayden Gleason, 
Alessandro Guzman, Jealousy Hollyer, 
Siobhan Kane, Gracie Laudon, Camille 
LeBlanc, Andrew Lemerise, Jackson 
McKenzie, Dominic Oldham, Logan 
Perry, Logan Ross, Nevaeh Sackor, Jane 
Mercer, Hugo

SHREWSBURY — Last 
Tuesday, public safety 
and public health pro-
fessionals  met to discuss 
how best to work together 
to address the overdose 
epidemic at an event 
organized by Worcester 
County District Attorney 
Joseph D. Early, Jr.’s 
office.

“We have so many 
good, caring people here 
who are all in this fight 
together against this hor-
rible disease,” said Early. 
“People view each other 

from a distance, but let’s 
use today to come togeth-
er, put aside our differ-
ences, find our common 
ground and move forward 
to build safer, healthier 
communities for all.”

The event featured 
two speakers from the 
CT Overdose Response 
Strategy (ORS) team, 
Robert Lawlor, a Drug 
Intelligence Officer 
from New England 
High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area 
(NEHIDTA) and Anna 

Gasinski, a Public Health 
Analyst from the CDC 
Foundation. They talk-
ed about their firsthand 
experience fostering 
healthy collaboration 
between public health 
and public safety agen-
cies. 

“We’re all dedicated to 
addressing the overdose 
and addiction crisis. We 
all want to save lives. We 
just go about it different-
ly,” said Lawlor. “We need 
to work together on this 
problem. And we’re more 

similar than we realize.”
Lawlor and Gasinski 

walked the nearly 100 
attendees through the 
process of  finding those 
similarities and building 
upon them to work on 
projects together.

“Although approaches 
may differ, the mutual 
goal is a commitment to 
their community which 
provides common ground 
for collaboration,” said 
Gasinski.

The Prevention and 
Support Network host-

ed the collaborative 
meeting last Tuesday 
at Independence Hall, 
Veterans Inc.’s treat-
ment facility located 
in Shrewsbury. Early 
thanked Veterans Inc. 
President and CEO 
Vincent Perrone and 
Executive Director Denis 
Leary for generously 
agreeing to host the meet-
ing. 

The Prevention and 
Support Network was 
initially formed by Early 
in 2015 as the Opioid 

Task Force. The name 
was changed last year to 
reflect the broader scope 
of  the work that is being 
done to address all the 
different root causes and 
impacts of  the overdose 
crisis, including address-
ing mental health and 
trauma.

Anyone can join the 
Prevention and Support 
Network and attend 
upcoming meetings by 
emailing  info@worces-
terda.org. 
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BROOKFIELD 
$420,000, 11 Main St, Flipping Good 

Inc, to Carlson, Karen.
$375,000, 4 Martin Rd, Dipietro, Eve 

M, to Fisher, Jack W.
$365,000, 4 Hyde St, 123 Kids LLC, to 

Annunziata, Jacob P, and Sherblom, 
Arianna.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$79,000, 154 S Pond Rd, Cormier 

& Sons Const & Hm, to Kelly 3rd, 
Raymond L, and Richardson, Helena.

LEICESTER
$437,000, 122 Mannville St, Roberg, 

Deborah, to Kennedy, Sean R.
$405,000, 130 Baldwin St, Martin, 

Patrick B, to Sielawa, Bethany, and 
Sielawa, David.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$451,000, 77 New Braintree Rd, 

Smith Paige E Est, and Bonavita, 
Tracy, to Craig, Nicholas D, and Craig, 
Caroline M.

$350,000, 40 Mount Pleasant St, 
Mcmaster, Lorraine M, to Ortiz, 
Margarita.

SPENCER
$1,800,000, 94 Main St, Drake 

Petroleum Co Inc, to Om Main St 
Spencer LLC.

$324,000, 48 Mechanic St, Cedar 
Hills Realty LLC, to Mercer, Victoria, 
and Mercer, Jesse.

WARREN
$490,000, 130 Keys Rd, Hoang, David 

T, to Stillman, Gregory, and Stillman, 
Mikayla.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$1,300,000, 19 Hill Brook Dr, Bagg, 

Ethan, and Bagg, Tiffany, to Buelow 
Jr, Gary J, and Buelow, Corie.

$375,000, 56 Front St, Joseph Jr, 
Jeffrey, to Cooper, Carla A, and Klein, 
Heather L.

$355,000, 18 Chapman Ave, Klein, 
Heather L, and Klein, Scott E, to 
Antonino, Joseph.

Portland Harbor Lights and Sights 
Cruise July 23 with Paxton-area 

Seniors
PAXTON — At 8:45 a.m. Tuesday, July 23, Wilson Bus Lines 

will depart Paxton Senior Center at 17 West ST (Route 31, just 
south from Paxton’s single traffic light) headed for Jonathan’s 
Restaurant in Ogunquit, Maine, for a delicious luncheon fol-
lowed by a one-and-three-quarter-hour cruise out of  Portland 
Harbor.

This cruise out of  busy Casco Bay allows travelers to expe-
rience the iconic lighthouses and  sights of  bustling Portland 
Inner Harbor and main shipping channel as well as pictur-
esque Diamond Pass which ferries summer residents and 
their groceries to and from the various islands.  Enjoy seeing 
as many as four lighthouses and four forts, lobster boats, 
seals and seabirds.  You will get a close-up view of  Portland 
Headlight, Maine’s oldest and most photographed lighthouse.  
We may make a quick stop at the Kennebunk Service Plaza 
for sustenance on our way home, completing this fun day.  We 
expect to arrive back at Paxton Senior Center at 7:15 p.m.

Our entire day costs $132 which includes the delicious 
lunch at Jonathan’s, the one hour-45—minute cruise on Casco 
Bay and the Luxury Wilson Bus Motor Coach.   

Payment is due July 2.  Payment is non-refundable unless 
ticket can be resold.  

Now back to Jonathan’s:  Choose between Chicken Piccata 
(boneless breast of  chicken sauteed with lemon, capers, but-
ter and wine); Lemon Baked Scrod with lemon beurre Blanc 
and seasonal crumbs; and Roast Pork Loin finished with 
natural pan gravy.  All entrees are served with house salad, 
vegetable, starch and dessert, along with coffee or tea.

 
For reservations, call or email Deb Grensavitch (508)754.6366.  

Her email is grensavitchd@aol.com.  Please make payment to 
FOCOA (this stands for Friends of  Paxton COA) and mail to 
Deb Grensavitch, 88 Laurel St., Paxton, MA 01612-1234.

DA brings together public safety, health officials to find 
common ground in fight against overdose epidemic

Leicester Middle School honor roll
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McCance to continue as School Committee Chair
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — Donna McCance will continue to chair the School Committee, following a unanimous 
vote at its recent reorganization meeting.

This marks McCance’s third straight year as Chair of  the committee. She broke 
a precedent last year by becoming the first person in the history of  the Leicester 
School Committee to be nominated as Chair for a second consecutive year.

“I truly appreciate the support of  our committee members, and I am honored to 
be able to continue with the incredible momentum of  growth established by our 
Leicester Public Schools Superintendent, Dr. Brett Kustigian,” McCance told the 
New Leader. “As we move into our third 
year of  working together, we are very 
excited about continuing to develop and 
grow exciting educational programs for 
our students, as well as enhancing our 
school grounds toward that purpose.”

During McCance’s tenure as Chair, 
working closely with Kustigian and his 
team, the school department has seen 
significant progress. The transition of  
the high school to the former Becker 
College campus was a major success, 
and the schools continue to add and 
expand programming at all levels.

Looking ahead, school officials are 
excited about new opportunities that 
will help retain students. Meanwhile, 
recently created programs like the LHS 
e-sports team will continue to develop, 
school officials said.

“Consistency is key in any organiza-
tion, whether it be private or public,” 
Kustigian said.  “Donna has been the 
Chair since I arrived in Leicester, and 
we are on the same page. This consisten-
cy benefits LPS, as positive momentum 
will carry us to the future.”

Also at the reorganization meet-
ing, School Committee member Paul 
Messier was nominated as Vice Chair. 
Dylan Lambert was voted as Secretary.

The School Committee also has two 
newly elected members. Nick Packard 
is filling a one-year unexpired seat that 
was previously resigned by another 
member. 

Meanwhile, new School Committee 
member Jim Reinke is filling a three-
year seat.

Both new members ran unopposed at 
the June 11 election. 

 

UNIVERSITY, Miss. — 
Erica Cordeiro, of  Spencer 
is among the more than 3,100 
students who earned their 
degrees from the University 
of  Mississippi in May.

Cordeiro, who majored 
in Finance and Real Estate, 
received a Bachelor of  
Business Administration 
from the School of  Business 
Administration.

“Our May 2024 gradu-
ates are distinguished by 
incredible achievements, 
character and resilience,” 
Chancellor Glenn Boyce 
said. “They accomplished 
so much during their years 
at Ole Miss, and we can’t 
wait to see all the ways they 

will pursue their passions 
and reach their full potential 
on their paths to a bright 
future.”

May 2024 graduates were 
invited to walk across the 
stage at the  University 
of  Mississippi’s 171st 
Commencement exercises, 
which were held by indi-
vidual colleges and schools 
May 8-12. The university-
wide morning Convocation 
took place Saturday, May 11 
in the Grove, with Wright 
Thompson, senior writer for 
ESPN,  giving the keynote 
address.

Undergraduate and grad-
uate candidates received 
degrees from the College of  

Liberal Arts, General Studies 
and schools of  Accountancy, 
Applied Sciences, Business 
Administration, Education, 
Engineering, Journalism 
and New Media, Law and 
Pharmacy.

The University of  
Mississippi, affectionately 
known as Ole Miss, is the 
state’s flagship university. 
Included in the elite group 
of  R1: Doctoral Universities - 
Highest Research Activity by 
the Carnegie Classification, 
it has a long history of  pro-
ducing leaders in public 
service, academics and busi-
ness. Its 16 academic divi-
sions include a major medi-
cal school, nationally recog-

nized schools of  accountan-
cy, law and pharmacy, and 
an Honors College acclaimed 
for a blend of  academic rigor, 
experiential learning and 
opportunities for communi-
ty action. Recognized among 
the nation’s most beautiful, 
Ole Miss’ main campus is in 
Oxford, which is routinely 
acknowledged as one of  the 
country’s best college towns.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER 
BROOKFIELD —  A 

special program at 
Merrick Public Library 
this month will explore 
the fascinating lives of  
the Victorian Era’s most 
impactful authors.

Presented by History 
At Play, LLC, the event is 
set for Thursday, July 11, 
at 6 p.m.

“History At Play, LLC, 
(HAP) ​has garnered 
nationwide applause for 
their solo immersive liv-
ing history experiences, 
chronicling the lives of  
legendary pioneers who 

changed society,” read a 
statement released by the 
library.

HAP founder and 
artistic director Judith 
Kalaora will portray 
Boston author and 
philanthropist Annie 
Adams Fields (1834-1915). 
Guests will also enjoy 
glimpses into the lives 
of  Fields’s closest liter-
ary friends, including 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, and Charles 
Dickens.

“Mrs. Fields had an 
incredible influence 
on literary decisions 
at Ticknor and Fields 

Publishing House (fore-
runner to Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt 
Publishing),” read the 
statement issued by the 
library. “Counting Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, and Sarah 
Orne Jewett amongst her 
closest friends, Annie 
witnessed a great deal of  
Victorian revelry at her 
waterside museum in 
Beacon Hill.”

Fields kept journals 
recounting 13 years of  
experiences with her 
famous colleagues, 
including some of  
their most intriguing 
moments.

The presentation por-
tion of  the July 11 event 
will run for approximate-
ly one hour, followed by 
a segment for questions 
from guests.

The program is free 
and open to the public. 

“There will be laughter, 
disbelief, and even some 
blushing cheeks when 
you hear the tantalizing 
tales of  the Victorian 
Gossip Girl,” the promo-
tional statement read.

For more information 
about the program, visit 
www.merrickpublicli-
brary.org.

Since its founding in 
2010, the HAP troupe has 

brought the legacies of  
great trailblazers to life 
in museums, libraries, 
corporations, universi-
ties, historical societies, 
senior living residences, 
and schools across the 
country.

HAP programs are 
available for booking in 
several formats, includ-
ing in-person events, 
virtual programs, and 
hybrid performances.

Kalaora ,  a 
Massachusetts resident 
and grad-
uate of  
S y r a c u s e 
University, 
w e n t 

on to complete the 
Education Program of  
Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre of  London, 
England. 

For more information 
about HAP programs, 
or to book an event at 
your venue, visit www.
HistoryAtPlay.com. 

To learn more about 
upcoming library events, 
or to register for a pro-
gram, call 508-867-6339.

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet Loki! 
Hello there, lovely people! My name is Loki, and I’m 
here to introduce you to the joy and love that I bring 
into every room I enter. ?? Despite being a senior, I’ve 
still got the heart of a puppy and the energy to match!
You see, I’ve got a playful spirit that just won’t quit. 
Whether it’s chasing after a ball, going for a brisk walk, 
or curling up for some cuddles, I’m always ready for 
some fun and affection. Age is just a number, right?
Now, I’ll admit it - I can be a bit nervous around men. 
But with patience, understanding, and gentle care, I 
know I can overcome my fears and learn to trust again. All I need is someone who’s willing to 
take the time to earn my trust and show me that there’s nothing to be afraid of.
If you choose to adopt me, you’ll gain a loyal companion who will fill your days with endless 
joy, laughter, and love. I can’t wait to find my forever home and become the cherished 
member of the family that I know I was meant to be.
Oh, and did I mention that I love going on hikes? It’s true! Exploring the great outdoors is one 
of my favorite pastimes. However, I do need to work on my leash manners a bit. You see, I get 
so excited while exploring that I can be quite strong on the leash. So, I’ll need someone who 
can handle my exuberance and help me become the best hiking buddy I can be.
So, if you’re ready to open your heart and home to a sweet senior like me, please consider 
giving me a chance. I promise to fill your life with love, laughter, and unforgettable adventures. 
Let’s make each day an exciting new journey together!

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Summer
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Michael and I 
can make anyone laugh!
Michael, who likes to be called 

Mikey, is a bright and friendly 
boy. He is a great dancer but 
tends to be self-conscious, and 
he is also learning to play the gui-
tar. He recently played on a foot-
ball team, was an excellent play-
er, and really LOVED it. Mikey is 
also very curious and likes to ask 
questions about what he does 
not understand. Mikey does have 
a great sense of humor and can 
make anyone laugh. He can light 

up a room with his smile and laughter. To meet Mikey is to love him.
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/

child/6309
 

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your 
family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.
org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out 
today to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster 
care.

Michael
Age 12

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Ktichenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

St. Anne Shrine cordially invites you to attend our 
annual NOVENA TO ST. ANNE

Our theme this year is
 "My flesh for the life of the world" (John 6:51)

Pilgrims of all faiths, generations and cultures are invited to 
join our Celebration of the 137th Novena to St. Anne beginning 
Thursday, July 18, 2024 culminating on Friday, July 26, 2024.

 A variety of speakers and music ministries
(African, Hispanic, Vietnamese and others) will enhance our liturgies.

137th Novena to St. Anne 
Sturbridge (Fiskdale), MA 01518

For more information call 508-347-7338 

or visit our website stannestpatrickparish.com
The Gift Shop will be open extended hours for your convenience.

2010 Dodge
Challenger RT
Original owner, 9500 miles

Black with slate interior
Hemi, 6 speed.  

Pristine condition, 
numerous options

Asking $25,900
774-745-0069

Library program explores lives of Victorian authors

Erica Cordeiro graduates from University of Mississippi



4 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, July 5, 2024

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Letters to the Editor
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Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:

Trump has been charged for 
crimes in New York. Trump says 
“All of  this while murders and vio-
lent crime hit unimaginable records! 
This is so bad for New York.” 
 
The murder rate in New York City 
is 5.8 per 100,000 citizens. Statewide, 
New York ranks at 4.5 per 100,000, 
showing that the dense city does have 
more problems than rural areas. 
 
The murder rate in Mississippi is 
20.7 per 100,000. Louisiana is 19.8. 
Those are about FOUR TIMES as 
high as New York City. Arkansas, 
at 11.8, is twice as high as New 
York City. That’s not dense cities; 
that’s statewide; town and country. 
 
Massachusetts scores 2.5; twice as safe 

as NY. Boston scores 5.5, more in line 
with New York City. My Republican 
state senator wants to block gun leg-
islation and, I guess, make Leicester 
as famous as Lewiston, Maine. 
MAGA across the state wants us to 
vote for Trump and join these red 
states. Think about it, people. 
 
These Republican states are hellholes, 
not New York. When Trump rants 
that the courts in New York should 
concentrate on the rampant crime 
in the state or city, he is just whin-
ing about being taken to task for his 
o w n  m i s d e e d s . 
 
Trump is a one man crime wave: Tax 
Fraud, Business Fraud, Sexual Abuse, 
Insurrection, and Espionage.

Allan Johannesen 
Leicester

Murders & violent crime

To the Editor:
Our pastor, Jack Moore, the congre-

gation and I welcome you to worship 
with us at “The Living Word Church.”

Our pastor teaches God’s Word 
straight from the Bible as God 
instructs him through the guidance, 
instruction of  our Savior, Redeemer, 
Jesus, the Son of  the living God, God 

in the flesh!
The church is located at the 

American Legion #138, 175 Main St., 
Spencer, at the corner of  Grove Street. 
All are welcome. Sunday, 8 a.m. 

Looking forward to meeting you!
Dwell in peace!

Roland Blais
Brookfield

Come join us!

Editorial

Facts about 
Independence Day 

One of  our favorite holidays to write 
about is Independence Day. We all know 
the stories of  our forefathers, John 
Adams, Sam Adams, George Washington, 
Paul Revere, James Madison, Benjamin 
Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton to 
name a few. However, the history is end-
less. We thought we would shine a light 
on aspects surrounding Independence 
Day that aren’t commonly known. 

The famous painting that depicts 
the signing of  the Declaration of  
Independence isn’t exactly an accu-
rate portrayal. All of  the delegates 
were never together at the same time 
in Philadelphia. The final signing took 
place roughly a month later on Aug. 2. 
The Declaration was formally dated and 
adopted by Congress on July 4, however 
Congress voted for in- dependence on 
July 2. 

Celebrating their new independence, 
soldiers along with civilians tore down 
a statue of  King George III and melt-
ed it into bullets. In Georgia, people 
burnt the King in effigy and even held 
a faux funeral service. In Philadelphia, 
the King’s coat of  arms was burned in 
a bonfire. Massachusetts was the first 
state to recognize July 4 as a holiday in 
1781. 

In 1777, fireworks could be seen in 
the sky and the ringing of  bells rang 
through the night in Philadelphia. Ships 
were decorated and lined the coast and 
streamers could be seen flying in cele-
bration everywhere. The oldest annual 
parade takes place in Bristol, R.I.; 2020 
will be the town’s 235th consecutive cele-
bration after its start in 1785. 

In New England, dining on salmon 
became tradition. The story behind the 
popular cuisine, is due to the influx of  
salmon that summer. Along with the 
salmon, people had peas and turtle soup. 

One common fact is that Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams both died on 
July 4, 1826. James Mon- roe also died 
on the fourth of  July in 1831. President 
Calvin Coolidge was born July 4, 1872. 

Left out of  mainstream history was 
the story of  Crispus Attucks, the first 
to die in the patriot cause. Attucks was 
a black/Native American patriot who 
was shot, and the first to fall during the 
1770 Boston Massacre. Attucks was a 
runaway slave who was a rope maker 
and sailor. History says he was shot by 
two musket balls to the chest. In 1778, 
it became legal in Rhode Island for free 
and enslaved blacks to serve the cause, 
with freedom as part of  their payment. 

Educated by her owners, Phillis 
Wheatley was a well-known poet during 
those times. Wheatley was kidnapped 
in West Africa and brought to America. 
At the age of  20, in 1773, she became the 
first African American and third female 
to publish a book of  poetry. She even-
tually became free. She also advocated 
for independence, writing in support 
for George Washington’s Revolutionary 
War in her poem, “To His Excellency, 
General Washington.” Washington, 
impressed by her talent invited her to 
a meeting. 

In 1958, when Alaska and Hawaii 
were on deck to become states, a history 
teacher assigned his class to design a 
flag depicting the two new states. Robert 
Heft, 16, received a B- on the project. 
Unhappy with the mark, Heft sent the 
flag to Dwight D. Eisenhower. After the 
flag was chosen, Heft had his grade 
changed to an A. 

Another fun fact is that Thomas 
Jefferson wrote the Declaration on what 
was referred to as a laptop. A writing 
desk that could fit over a person’s lap. 

In 1778, Washington ordered a double 
ration of  rum for soldiers to celebrate 
with. 

In 1776, there were roughly 2.5 million 
people living in America. The current 
population is now 325.7 million. 

Wearing an American flag, whether 
it be on a tee- shirt, headband, towel or 
shorts, is in violation of  the Flag Code. 
The code says that you are in violation 
if  you sell, display any “article of  mer-
chandise, upon which shall have been 
printed, painted, attached, or otherwise 
placed a representation of  [the flag... in 
or- der to] advertise, call attention to, 
decorate, mark, or distinguish the arti-
cle or substance on which so placed.” 
The code, however, is not enforceable. 

To the Editor:

Although I was disappointed in Joe 
Biden’s performance in the presiden-
tial debate, as he looked and sound-
ed far older than he did at the rally 
he attended immediately after, he did 
actually address the questions that he 
was asked. Conversely, Trump used 
it as a rally. He barely addressed the 
actual questions he was asked, choos-
ing instead, choosing  to lie about his 
accomplishments, and Bidens policies 
and accomplishments.

Among the questions that Biden 
answered and he did not was his posi-
tion on signing a total abortion ban, 
what he would do to rescue Social 
Security, whether he would continue 
our arms support to Ukraine, whether 
he would weaponize the justice depart-
ment against his detractors, his policy 
regarding NATO and our allies.

Let’s start with Trump’s grifting 
Supreme Court. Instead of  having eth-
ics rules at least equal to lower courts, 
they have none, and have ruled that 
the millions in gratuities Clarence 
Thomas has received are just fine. Like 
their biggest contributor, who par-
doned his entire a jury that had been 
convicted of  crimes, their ruling on 
January 6 activities being normal dis-
course, will open the door for Trumps 
blanket pardon of  jury convicted fel-
ons. On the subject of   felons, a jury, 
chosen collectively by prosecution and 
defense lawyers, returned 34 guilty 
verdicts. That represents a unanimous 
408 guilty votes.  I hope the judge will 
render a sentence with those given for 
other similarly convicted felons. 

When questioned what they would 
do to strengthen Social Security and 
Medicare, Trump lied and said Biden 
was putting illegal immigrants on 
them. It is my understanding that 
you need to have been issued a Social 
Security number and to have contrib-
uted to it. That was what I was told 
when I signed up to collect.   That 
said, we are generally living and col-
lecting, much longer than FDR envi-
sioned.     Joe Biden had the right 
answer. Bezos, Musk, Buffett, Gates all 
pay off  their personal SS in the first 
couple hours  of  period, if  they pay at 
all.   Instead of  having a cap, make it 
the same percentage on every dollar 
earned as the first one, call it National 
Security tax, payable for living, deriv-
ing income in or from our country or 
its citizens.  Problem solved.

I still have questions about the 
Trump/Putin relationship, and what 
has been done with the documents he 

absconded with. We know the secret 
intel on how close our subs can get to 
shore without detection, was shared 
with an Aussie billionaire over dinner 
at Mara Lago and released to the press 
spoon after. Biden noted that over 40 of  
Trumps closest presidential advisors, 
no longer support him. John Bolton 
told us that his attention deficit had 
him cut his hourly morning briefings 
down to 15 minutes, which ho only tol-
erated if  there were pictures or graphs. 
He calls him a moron, who should 
never be allowed in the oval again. If  
we were foolish enough to elect him 
again, I doubt our allies would share 
sensive info with us again. Because of  
him, they may not now, as we know he 
share info from Israel with Putin in 
session no other American attended.

His clown show GOP house is giving 
you a preview of  the foolish lengths 
his puppets will go to please him.   In 
addition to not taking up the biparti-
san border bill, that would have added 
agents, drug detection equipment and 
judges to cut reviews from years down 
to months, these jokers , investigated 
Hunter Biden (who was convicted by 
an actual court),Tony Fauci, Merrick 
Garland( who they refused to talk 
to for 11 months when nominated to 
SCOTUS), and now they are subpoena-
ing Trump prosecutors and judge. We 
are paying hugely for this show.

Trump had promised to cut or elim-
inate the deficit.  He threatened Nancy 
Pelosi to not even bring up extension of  
the debt limit, and ran an 8 trillion dol-
lar deficit, which is the largest in our 
history.. Two trillion of  that was a tax 
cut for millionaires, which he hopes to 
extend He passed no other legislation 
and kept no promises.   Biden is run-
ning a $4 trillion deficit, repairing our 
infrastructure, subsidizing healthcare, 
and food programs, forgiving usur-
ous college loans, addressing guns, the 
environment, all while delivering the 
lowest unemployment and strongest 
economy in the world Trump wants 
more tariffs   Who do you think actu-
ally bears those costs?   Do you think 
doubling the cost of  Toyota’s, Honda’s 
or Hyundai’s will improve your life?

I was listening to a man being asked 
his take on the debate.   He said sure, 
Joe is old, but he is doing a good job, 
and I would still vote for him if  he was 
dead, and I am a Republican.

I hope voters will judge on content, 
more than style

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Many who’ve studied history have 
heard the stories of  Alexander the 
Great, who famously led his troops into 
battle, always at the front lines, putting 
his life in danger but doing exactly what 
he expected his soldiers to do. Similarly, 
Joan of  Arc inspired her followers by 

fearlessly leading French 
troops during the Hundred 
Years’ War. These leaders 
weren’t just commanding 
from a safe distance. They 
led from the front, instilling 
a vision in their soldiers’ 
minds of  what they should 
do.

In the 21 Irrefutable Laws of  
Leadership, John C. Maxwell states, 
“People do what people see.” 

The idea is that people will tend to 
mimic the actions of  their leaders rath-
er than follow verbal instructions. 

Whether a soldier following a com-
mander, an employee observing a CEO, 
a child watching a parent, a student 
emulating a teacher, or athletes on a 
team, people are likelier to do what they 
see their leaders do. This underscores 
leaders’ immense power and respon-
sibility in shaping the behaviors and 
actions of  those they lead.

Leaders are interesting. They tend to 
be visionaries entrusted with bringing 
their dreams to life. To do that, they 
must thoroughly understand their pur-
pose, vision, and strategy for achieving 
it, but that’s not all. 

Leaders must articulate what they 
want from their team members, but 
more than verbal communication 
is needed to create a lasting impact. 
Vision without action achieves nothing. 
A leader must exemplify the behaviors 
they wish to see. The better a leader’s 
actions, the better their team’s actions 
will be.

If  a restaurant manager tells their 
staff  that maintaining a clean kitchen 
is essential, yet they catch them leaving 
dirty dishes in the sink and not correct-
ly storing ingredients, do you think the 
staff  will adhere to it?

Consider a sports coach who empha-
sizes the importance of  punctuality and 
discipline but frequently arrives late to 
practices. Do you think the players will 
take the coach’s words seriously and 
maintain punctuality and discipline?

Remember that famous public service 
announcement from the late ‘80s where 
an angry father bursts into his son’s 
room, yelling because he discovered his 
son was smoking marijuana? After a 
tense standoff, the son yells, “I learned 
it by watching you!” This commercial 
perfectly highlights the point.

Teaching what is right is far easier 
than doing what is right. It’s easier to 
tell the team what to do than to do it. 
It’s easier to instruct someone on how 
to behave and then retreat to a private 
space where no one can see any contra-
dictions. This type of  leadership, often 
justified with thoughts like, “Well, they 
need to do it, not me. I’m just here to 
tell them how they should be,” can be 
ineffective.

It’s a hypocritical form of  leadership. 
An effective leader is in a challenging 

position. They must hold not only those 
under their guidance accountable but 
also themselves. 

A good leader is a visionary, a teacher, 
a figure of  accountability, and an agent 
of  change. Leaders are responsible for 
improving their team’s performance 
and embodying the values they wish to 
instill. Leaders who don’t achieve good 
results are often seen as not leading by 
example.

A leader must also lead themselves.
Maxwell states, “Followers may doubt 

what leaders say, but they’ll always 
believe what they do.”

So, what’s the most valuable thing a 
leader can do to be effective? Lead by 
example. 

St. Francis of  Assisi said, “Preach 
the Gospel at all times. Use words if  
necessary.” 

There are many historical figures 
who emphasized the importance of  
leading by example. 

Nelson Mandela lived out his commit-
ment to peace and reconciliation during 
his struggle against apartheid in South 
Africa, even after 27 years of  imprison-
ment. Similarly, Florence Nightingale 
revolutionized healthcare by tirelessly 
working alongside her nurses during 
the Crimean War, setting high stan-
dards of  hygiene and care through her 
actions.

Leaders who lead by example bring 
their vision to life. When leaders act 
with integrity, demonstrate the behav-
iors they expect, and consistently align 
their actions with their words, they 
inspire their teams to do the same. Are 
you ready to step up and be the example 
your team needs to achieve greatness?

Leading by 
example

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

Debate recap

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!
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No matter the weather, weeds seem 
to thrive and reproduce, and if  left 
unchecked, they can overwhelm the 
garden and gardener. These unwanted 
plants find their way into your garden as 
seeds, roots, rhizomes, or whole plants. 
Seeds can be carried in by the wind, 
birds, and other animals, or on the soles 
of  shoes. Roots, rhizomes, and even 
plants hitch a ride in the soil or with 
plants that we move into the garden.

Start early managing weeds in your 
garden. Smaller weeds are easier to pull 
and removing them before they flower 
and form seeds can prevent hundreds of  
weeds in next year’s landscape. 

This is not always possible. Weather 
and busy schedules often limit garden-
ing time, allowing these vigorous plants 
to overtake the garden.

It is never too late and worth invest-
ing time in managing weeds in the gar-
den. Weeds are adaptable and vigorous, 
outcompeting your desirable plants for 
water and nutrients. Many serve as host 
plants for insect pests and diseases that 
may also attack your garden plants.

Carefully dig or pull weeds, removing 
the top and roots. Established weeds may 
have a deep tap root or extensive root 
system that may be difficult to remove. 
Depending on the weed, any part left 
behind has the potential to start a new 
plant.

Find the tool that best works for you. A 
Dutch or action hoe works well on small 
weeds where there is space between 
plants. Glide the cutting edge just below 
the soil surface to cut the roots. Many 
gardeners find a weed knife to be a use-
ful tool. It allows you to dig right next to 

Last week this column 
featured tips to harvest 
home grown vegetables 
for peak perfection.    But 
what if  you don’t have 
a backyard garden?    No 
worries.    Each year at 
this time this page offers 
tips to choosing the fresh-
est picks, whether it be 
at a farmer’s market, 
roadside stand, or gro-
cery store. Read on for 
our annual guide to help 
you pick perfect produce 
from early crops through 
the end of  the season. 

**
Beans, snap: Look 

for small seeds inside 
straight, fleshy pods. If  
you can see large seeds 
through the skin than 
the beans are probably 
too old. Avoid beans with 
dry-looking, rusty, wilted 
or damaged pods. 

 **
Broccoli, Brussels 

Sprouts, Cauliflower: 
Look for tightly com-
pacted flower clusters on 
broccoli and cauliflower, 
and compact, uniform 
sprouts. Avoid wilted, yel-
low, or dirty heads, and 
avoid loose, open sprouts 
or those that are yellow 
or pale green.

 **
Cabbage and head let-

tuce: Look for firm com-
pact heads that are heavy 
for their size. On leaf  
lettuce, choose unwilted, 
compact, crisp-looking 
compact plants.

 **
Carrots: Look for 

deep orange colored and 
smooth skinned roots. 
Avoid carrots with pur-
ple or green shoulders or 
pale in color, or ones with 
forked or crooked roots. 
Oversized roots usually 
mean they are woody. If  
tops are still attached on 
carrots, they should be 
fresh.

 **
Celery: Choose large, 

firm stalks with uniform 
stalk and a white bottom. 
Avoid spindly, wilted 
stalks.

 **
Chard: Look for fresh, 

dark green leaves with 
bright, tender stalks. 
Avoid wilted, poorly col-
ored leaves.

 **

Collards and kale: 
Check for tender, green, 
full-sized leaves with 
tender tips; avoid wilt-
ed, tough or overly 
large leaves.

 **
Corn on the cob: 

Choose for well-filled 
cobs with plump, 
straight rows of  ker-

nels. Avoid large, wrin-
kled kernels. 

 **
Cucumbers: Pick long, 

slender cukes that are 
medium to dark green.

**
Peppers: Look for firm, 

darkly colored fruit with 
uniform size, color, and 
number of  lobes. Avoid 
wrinkled or shriveled 
ones or fruits that are 
sunburned (contrasting 
color spots).

 **
Radishes: Choose medi-

um-sized, firm, crisp 
roots. Avoid wilted or 
soft roots or those with 
growth cracks or insect 
damage. Oversized roots 
will be pithy. Sunburned 
crowns are also not desir-
able.

* * 
Summer squash: 
Choose ones that are 
uniform in size, color, 
and shape. Avoid large 
fruits (over mature) 
or ones with scarred 
skins, missing stems, or 
that are soft or wilting. 
* * 
Tomatoes: Look for 
smooth skinned, firm 
fruits with uniform 
color. Avoid fruits with 
growth splits, sun scald, 
or overripe (soft) fruits. 
* * 
Apples: Choose firm, 
well-colored fruit that 
feels crisp. 

* * 
Blueberries: Pick plump, 
firm, deep blue berries 
with their natural waxy 
silver coating.

 **
Cantaloupe: Look for 

a smooth shallow base; 
thick, coarse, corky 
netting that stands out 
from skin. Should yield 
slightly when pressed on 
non-stem end and have 
the slight scent of  canta-
loupe. 

 **
Cherries: Should 

be dark in color, 
glossy, plump, with 
fresh looking stems. 
* * 
Nectarines: Fruit 
should be plump, slight-
ly soft along “seam”; 
either orange-yellow 
or greenish between 
red-blushed areas 

depending on variety. 
* * 
Oranges: Choose firm 
oranges, heavy for its 
size; smooth-textured, 
with bright-looking skin.  
**

Peaches: Should be 
somewhat firm, becom-
ing slightly soft; red with 
creamy, orangy base color. 
* * 
Pears: Look for firm fruit, 
just barely beginning to 
soften. Bartletts: pale to 
rich yellow; Boscs: green 
to brown yellow.

**
Pumpkin:    Look for a 

pumpkin with an even 
orange hue.    Give it a 
thump; if  it sounds hol-
low, it is ripe and ready 
to be picked.    Look for 
hard skin and a hard 
stem.    Leave several 
inches of  stem when 
you harvest a pump-
kin.    Doing so will slow 
down the rotting process 
**

Watermelon: Should be 
symmetrical with bright 
green rind with a creamy 
yellow underside. Choose 
a watermelon that’s 
heavy for its size. 

* * 
Win Dinner for Two at 
the Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?    Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?    If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?   Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or E-mail  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

To the Editor:
Why do some people have difficulty 

keeping promises?
Why can’t many of  our senators and 

Congressmen work in harmony for the 
people they represent?

Why is it a fact many people driving 
cars play with their phones and other 
electronic gadgets?

Why are many of  our roads and bridg-
es not built to last a lifetime or longer?

Why must a woman change her last 
name when she gets married?

Why is breaking news on our TV very 
seldom good news?

Why do some 
people say one 
thing and mean 
something differ-
ent?

Why does being 
on time for an 
event for some peo-
ple mean being at 
least 15 minutes 
late?

Why do we only 
have grandfather 
clocks?

Why can’t some 
people park their 
cars in between 
the white lines in a 
parking area?

Why don’t we 
always get what we 
order from a drive 
thru restaurant?

Why is it a fact 
some people do 
not return phone 
calls?

Why won’t I 
stop judging other 
people by my stan-
dards?

Why are many 
of  our TV stations 
so biased?

Why do birds 
from the north fly 
south, but do not 
stay?

Why is it when 
you tell someone 
who is going to 
perform on stage 
“Break a leg,” it 
means do a good 
job?

Why do some 
people live in 
Syracuse, N.Y., 
where they receive 
an average of  103 
inches of  snow per 
year?

Why is the prop-
er name for a fruit 
fly drosophila 
melanogaster?

Why, in the poem 
“DASH,” don’t 
more people live 
out their lives with 
gust and class until 
the end of  their 
DASH?

Why, according 
to Yogi, isn’t a nick-
el worth a dime 
anymore?

Why do people 
say one thing and 
mean something 
else?

Why is there so 
much hatred in 
our world today?

Why do some 
women spend 
hours combing 
their hair and in 
public keep push-
ing it away from 
their face?

Why can’t some people return shop-
ping carts to their designated space?

Why are telephone lines still above 
ground?

Why do some people pronounce real-
tor as “realator?”

Now I understand what I didn’t under-
stand. God grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change, the 
courage to change the things I can, and 
the wisdom to know the difference.

Donald L. Gaudette, Sr.
South Hadley (formerly of 

Brookfield)

Things I don’t understand

Letters to the Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

Welders-Plate Fabrication
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person Package Steel 15 Harback Rd 
Sutton, MA

e-mail resume to:
Lucille@packagesteel.com

508-865-5871 x 3010
 Laborers-Material Handling 

& Forklift
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person Package Steel 15 Harback Rd 
Sutton, MA

e-mail resume to:
Lucille@packagesteel.com

508-865-5871 x 3010

SPENCER
Roommate 

Wanted
Room for Rent  

$175/weekly
Includes use of kitchen,  
bath and washer/dryer

Animal friendly, 
smoking allowed

Call Barbara 
774-303-9404

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

To the Editor:
Anyone watching the presidential 

debate saw the truth. President Biden 
is the Cheap Fake President. The pro-
paganda news organizations in coor-
dination with the White House have 
been filtering the information out to 
hide the truth from the American citi-
zens. Scripted news conferences, altered 
videos, and select sound bites to make 
Joe seem he is functional. From the 
debate along with uncut videos at the 
D-Day and Juneteenth we see the truth. 
We have an Alzheimer’s patient as our 
President, and it’s clear that he is not 
capable of  doing the presidential duties. 
That’s why his Attorney General is in 
contempt of  Congress. He is refusing 
to release the tapes of  the interview of  
Biden by the special prosecutor Hur. 
It would further prove this fact to the 
public. So Garland would rather protect 
his friend Joe and put our country at 
risk with a sick leader. That should be 
disgusting to every American citizen.

So, we now know that President Biden 
isn’t capable to make policy. So, who is 
making this Dem Progressive policy? 
It’s pretty obvious. Joe is a puppet that 
is sitting on the leg of  a ventriloquist 
named Obama. The cabinet is all former 
Obama officials who are in contact with 
Obama constantly.  It’s clearly Obama’s 
policy to favor Iran over Israel. Hence 
the billions released to Iran and hard-
line stance with Israel. It was Obama 
who started Ukraine on the path to war 

with Russia. He needs to finish it to 
fulfill his legacy. It is Obamas plan to 
change our suburbs and get Dem sup-
porting Illegal immigrants into them. If  
Joe has another four years in office, we 
will have 20 percent of  the US popula-
tion made up of  illegal aliens. They will 
control your towns.

The curtain has been pulled back and 
we see the truth. Biden is the puppet 
president, and all you who voted for him 
are the gullible audience to the puppet 
show. They show you fake images, tell 
lies about his opponent, and make you 
feel like you’re making the decisions. In 
the truth you are a sucker and loser in 
the Obama/Biden shell game.

It’s time to wake up and admit to the 
facts; you were played. I know it feels bet-
ter when this happens to group together 
with the other losers and blame it on 
the ones that warned you. But facts are 
facts. We have record inflation, millions 
of  illegals, and the futures of  our kids 
being ruined. The Biden/Obama illegal 
invading hordes will ruin our Medicare, 
Social Security, and town budgets. We 
see this now, and when the town over-
rides come, it will be worse. Its tome 
for you all to wake up and vote for the 
competent guy that had America doing 
great. It’s time to throw the Cheap Fake 
out and vote Trump in 2024. It’s our only 
hope to Save America.

                                                                                                                                
Mark Robillard

Spencer

The Cheap FakeAnnual Guide to Pick 
Perfect Produce

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Managing weeds in the garden

Melinda Myers

Persistence is the key to success when bat-
tling bindweed. 

Turn To GARDENING page  A5
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Buy now and  
pay later!

1

1-800-209-2746

July is BUY NOW,  
PAY LATER MONTH 
at Renewal by 
Andersen.1

Why have our customers chosen us 
over another window company?

1.   Fibrex® Material 
Andersen® researched for over 30 years  
before perfecting our exclusive Fibrex®  
material, and it’s twice as strong as vinyl.

2.  Accountability 
There’s no frustrating “middle man”  
to deal with. We manage the entire  
process—from the consultation and 
manufacturing to the installation  
and the warranty. Minimum purchase of 4 required.

Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

BUY 1  
WINDOW  
OR DOOR,  

GET 1

Call before July 31!

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 50% off, and 12 months no money down, 
no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 6/30/2024 and 7/31/2024. 50% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost 
window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional 
period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or 
familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location 
for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 
2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. 
©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

FOR 1YEAR1

MONEY 
DOWN

MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

INTEREST

NO
NO
NO

Minimum purchase of 4 required. Interest accrues from the 
purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Plus

50%OFF1

Why is July one of the best times  
to replace your windows?

Because more energy-efficient windows can  
help you get relief from your uncomfortably 
hot home.

Our exclusive High-Performance™ Low-E4® 
SmartSun™ glass is 70% more energy efficient 
in the summer as compared to ordinary 
dual-pane glass.2 It’s engineered to help 
make your home cooler. 
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WORCESTER —  Clark 
University  awarded 1,376 
degrees (503 Bachelor’s, 
847 Master’s, 26 doctor-
al degrees) to the Class 
of  2024 and conferred 
four honorary degrees 
during the University’s 
120th  Commencement 
exercises on Monday, 
May 20.  The graduates 
included 653 internation-
al students representing 
39 countries. 

Following is a list 
of  area residents who 
received degrees: 

Maddy Jane Kroot, 
from Spencer graduated 
with a Master of  Arts. 

Nourhan Malek 
Abusalah, from Leicester 
graduated with a 
Master of  Business 
Administration. 

G e o g r a p h y 
Professor  Rinku Roy 
Chowdhury  read a com-

mencement address from 
Dr. Robert D. Bullard, 
“the father of  environ-
mental justice” and the 
Distinguished Professor 
of  Urban Planning and 
Environmental Policy 
at Texas Southern 
University, who was 
unable to attend in per-
son due to an illness. 

“Every successful pro-
gressive social movement 
in the United States has 
had strong, fearless, and 
dedicated young people 
and students leading the 
way, pushing hard at the 
front and pressing for 
justice now, rather than 
justice delayed,” Bullard 
wrote.

Bullard grew up a child 
of  the Jim Crow South, 
attending all-Black ele-
mentary, middle, and 
high schools and under-
graduate college. In a 

speech that cited a num-
ber of  environmental 
justice milestones over 
the years, Bullard wrote 
that he was “happy to 
be able to pass the baton 
to the up-and-coming 
generations of  environ-
mental justice advocates 
who will continue with 
the same resilience that 
so many involved in the 
journey have already 
shown.”

In addition to Bullard, 
honorary degrees were 
conferred to Sean B. 
Carroll, Distinguished 
University Professor and 
Balo-Simon Chair of  
Biology at the University 
of  Maryland, who has 
been called “the greatest 
science storyteller of  our 
time”; Akiko Iwasaki, 
Sterling Professor of  
Immunobiology at the 
Yale University School of  

Medicine, who research-
es the mechanisms of  
immune defense against 
viruses at mucosal surfac-
es; and Michel Nischan, 
a four-time James Beard 
Award-winning chef  and 
champion of  the farm-to-
table concept.

Two members of  the 
Class of  2024 also spoke 
during the ceremony. 
Laila El-Samra addressed 
her fellow undergradu-
ates and said that during 
the COVID years, “Clark’s 
unique spirit prevailed, 
fostering resilience and 
solidarity.”

Graduate student 
speaker Gabe Spindel 
lauded Clark for provid-
ing a diverse learning 
environment. 

“We encompass every 

corner of  the earth,” he 
said. “Celebrating Diwali, 
Ganesh Chaturthi, and 
the Chinese New Year 
has enriched me in a way 
no classroom ever could.” 

In closing, Clark 
President David B. 
Fithian told the gradu-
ates,  “My greatest hope 
for you is that you truly 
relish the never finished 
business of  the proj-
ect that is you, that you 
embrace the joy of  dis-
covery still ahead, and 
that you seize the oppor-
tunities to learn even 
more about the world, 
yourself, and what fulfills 
you.”

Complete cov-
erage of  Clark’s 
120th  Commencement 
can be found on the web.

Founded in 1887, Clark 
University is a liberal 
arts-based research uni-
versity that prepares its 
students to meet tomor-
row’s most daunting chal-
lenges and embrace its 
greatest opportunities. 
Through more than 45 
undergraduate majors 
and major tracks, more 
than 30 advanced degree 
programs, a growing 
number of  professional 
certificate programs and 
nationally recognized 
community partner-
ships, Clark fuses rig-
orous scholarship with 
authentic world and 
workplace experiences 
that empower our stu-
dents to pursue lives and 
careers of  meaning and 
consequence.

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check Out Our 
New Summer Menu

LOB-
STER 
ROLLS 

ARE 

BACK

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP 
7/5 KYLIE HARRIS
7/7 EVAN COUTURE
7/12 SETH LOCONTO
7/14  JOE MACEY

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

Sale 
Ends 

Tues 7/8

Closed for vacation
Monday, July 1-Tuesday, July 16

See you on Wednesday July 17th!
Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Local residents named to RIT Dean’s List
ROCHESTER, N.Y. — The following students were named to the Dean’s List at 

Rochester Institute of  Technology for the spring semester of  the 2023-2024 academic 
year. Full-time degree-seeking undergraduate students are eligible for Dean’s List 
if  their term GPA is greater than or equal to 3.400; they do not have any grades of  
“Incomplete”, “D” or “F”; and they have registered for, and completed, at least 12 
credit hours.

Ingrid Rossetti of  Brookfield, who is in the computer science program.
Ryanne Wilson of  W. Brookfield, who is in the industrial engineering program.
Rochester Institute of  Technology  is home to leading creators, entrepreneurs, 

innovators, and researchers. Founded in 1829, RIT enrolls more than 20,500 students 
in 200 career-oriented and professional programs, making it among the largest pri-
vate universities in the U.S.

With 145,000 alumni worldwide, the university is internationally recognized and 
ranked for its leadership in technology, the arts, and design. RIT also offers unpar-
alleled support services for  deaf  and hard-of-hearing students. The  cooperative 
education program is one of  the oldest and largest in the nation. Global partner-
ships include campuses in China, Croatia, Dubai, and Kosovo. 

For the latest news, go to rit.edu/news.
To follow RIT on social media, go to rit.edu/socialmedia.

Area residents receive degrees from Clark University

Nichols College announces Dean’s List 
DUDLEY —  Nichols College is proud to recognize the academic accomplish-

ments of  students on the Spring 2024 Dean’s List.
Dean’s List recognizes those students who achieve high grades during a single 

semester. In order to be included on the Dean’s List, a student must have a min-
imum average of  3.5 for at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours and must have 
received no grades below B- during the semester.

The following local students have achieved Dean’s List honors:
Alannah Downs of  Spencer
Brennan Ogert of  Spencer
Dean’s List recognizes those students who achieve high grades during a single 

semester. In order to be included on the Dean’s List, a student must have a min-
imum average of  3.5 for at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours and must have 
received no grades below B- during the semester.

About Nichols College
Nichols College has earned business accreditation from the prestigious 

Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of  Business (AACSB International), the 
longest serving global accrediting body for business schools and the largest busi-
ness education network connecting learners, educators, and businesses worldwide. 
Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms today’s students into tomorrow’s leaders 
through a dynamic, career-focused business and professional education. Nichols 
offers real-world learning focused on professional depth - combined with vibrant 
living, competitive athletics, and an unmatched alumni advantage - equipping stu-

dents to exceed their own 
expectations. www.nich-
ols.eduKristine Roth graduates from 

Elms College
CHICOPEE —  Kristine Roth of  West Brookfield 

graduated with a Graduate Certificate in Adult 
Gerontology Acute Care from Elms College during 
the May 18 commencement ceremony. 

Roth was among 400 students who received their 
degrees.

Elms College is a coed Catholic college offering a 
liberal arts curriculum that prepares students holis-
tically for a purposeful life in a diverse and intercon-
nected world. Founded in 1928 by the Sisters of  St. 
Joseph, Elms College has a tradition of  educating 
reflective, principled and creative learners, who are 
rooted in faith, educated in mind, compassionate in 
heart, responsive to civic and social obligations, and 
capable of  adjusting to change without compromising 
principle.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

West Brookfield 
- Beverly J. (Smith) 
Cassavant, 80, of  
West Brookfield, died 
on Saturday, June 
22, 2024 at UMass 
Memorial Medical 
Center - University 
Campus in Worcester. 

She leaves her sons, 
Duane Cassavant and 

his wife Wendy, Wesley K. Cassavant and 
his wife Charlene of  West Brookfield, 
and Mark and his wife Tammy of  
Ware, fourteen grandchildren, thirteen 
great-grandchildren and several nieces 
and nephews.  She was predeceased by 
her husband of  54 years, Ed in 2016, as 
well as her sister, Gerry Burnham.  She 

was born in Ware, daughter of  the late 
Earl A. Smith and Evelyn G. Schwartz.

When her children were younger, she 
worked in the housekeeping depart-
ment of  the then called, Quaboag 
Nursing Home. Later, as they got older, 
she worked as a long-time Customer 
Service Representative for the for-
mer, Walsh Insurance Agency in West 
Brookfield.  

A Graveside Service for Beverly 
will be held on Friday, July 12, 2024 at 
11:00AM in Pine Grove Cemetery in 
West Brookfield.  

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assist-
ing her family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com  

Beverly J. Cassavant, 80
OBITUARIES

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO24C0280CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Rewanna Zakriya Jalil
A Petition to Change Name of MInor 
has been filed by 
Rewanna Zakriya Jalil of Brookfield 
MA requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: 
Rewanna Zakriya Saad

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 07/16/24. This is 
NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: June12, 2024
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
July 5, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P1968EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Charlene M Stavros
Date of Death: 11/12/2019

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A- Late and Limited 
Formal Testacy and/or appointment  
has been filed by 
Brydi Richard of Spencer MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Brydi Richard of Spencer MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 

the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
07/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: June 26, 2024 
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
July 5, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Docket No. WO24P1184EA

Worcester Division
Estate of: 

Paul George D’Amato
Also Known As: Paul D’Amato

Date Of Death: 
February 19, 2024

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Marina Re of New York, NY
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Marina Re of New York, NY
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of
Personal Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A copy of 
the Petition and Will, if any, can be ob-

tained from the Petitioner.
July 5, 2024

Notice of Public Hearing
IThe Brookfield Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing begin-
ning at 6:05 pm on Wednesday 24 July 
2024 at the Brookfield Police Station 
conference room at 7 Prouty Street.  
The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider an application from Alex Layoko, 
represented by Rizziti Construction, 
requesting a Special Permit for adding 
a deck at his residence at 104 Quabo-
ag Street.  Property is pre-existing, 
non-conforming, and in the flood plain 
district.  Applications can be reviewed 
at the Town Hall located at 6 Central 
Street, Brookfield MA 01506.
Tim Simon- ZBA Chairman
July 5, 2024
July 12, 2024

Public Notice
In accordance with the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 
131, Section 40 of the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act, the North Brookfield Con-
servation Commission will hold a public 
meeting on July 9, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 
at Town Offices, 215 North Main Street, 
North Brookfield, MA for an NOI and 
associated activities at 16 Smith Han-
son Rd., North Brookfield. Any person 
interested in this matter is invited to at-
tend the hearing.
July 5, 2024

Linda Sentor, owner of a 2004, Plate # 
55LJ88 Vin# 2HGES16574H570394, 
has abandoned vehicle on 05/12/24 
at Deer Pond Auto/ JR’S Towing LLC. 
Deer pond will seek ownership of vehi-
cle after 21 days of first ad placement 
if vehicle is not reclaimed and charges 
paid for
Jose Cruz, owner of a 2005 Dodge 
Sprinter, Plate# 1NL766 Vin# WD-
0PD744555801033, has abandoned 
vehicle on 04/24/24 at Deer Pond Auto/ 
JR’S Towing LLC. Deer pond will seek 
ownership of vehicle after 21 days of 
first ad placement if vehicle is not re-
claimed and charges paid for.
Christopher Watson, owner of a 2005 
Chevy Malibu, Plate# BQP2188 Vin# 
1G12T52855F306672, has abandoned 
vehicle on 04/28/24 at Deer Pond Auto/ 
JR’S Towing LLC. Deer pond will seek 
ownership of vehicle after 21 days of 
first ad placement if vehicle is not re-
claimed and charges paid for.
Tanara Hubbe Czarnobai 
Body Shop Manager at

Deer Pond Auto Inc.
14 Huntoon Memorial Hwy
Leicester, MA 01524
(508) 573-4642 Office
(508) 650-6814 Fax
www.deerpondauto.com
June 21, 2024
June 28, 2024
July 5, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P1968EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Charlene M Stavros
Date of Death: 11/12/2019

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A- Late and Limited 
Formal Testacy and/or appointment  
has been filed by 
Brydi Richard of Spencer MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Brydi Richard of Spencer MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
07/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: June 26, 2024 
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
July 5, 2024

LEGALS

ilies,” the library state-
ment read.

On Thursday, July 
18, Noreen Newell will 
share  firsthand, edu-
cational stories of  her 
experiences growing up 
during WWII in England 
and then moving to 
Spencer. Adults and teens 
are welcome to attend. 

On Tuesday, July 23, 
a  book discussion  will 
be held from 11 a.m. 
to noon at the library 

and on Zoom.  Guests 
will discuss  “The 
Librarianist”  by Patrick 
deWitt. Copies of  the 
novel are available at the 
library’s main desk. 

On Wednesday, July 31, 
guests are invited to “Walk 
Into History” at Pine 
Grove Cemetery.  Guests 
will meet at the Pine 
Grove Cemetery (Route 
31 North) and walk from 
8:30-9:30 a.m.

“During this walk, you 
will  also learn how two 
local women are working 
with cemetery officials to 

safely restore older grave 
markers to their original 
condition and read the 
messages they contain,” 
the library statement 
read.

Several children’s pro-
grams will also take place 
this month. To learn 
more, contact the library.

 
Richard Sugden Library 
is located at 8 Pleasant St. 
To register for upcoming 
programs, call 508-885-
7513.

LIBRARY
continued from page  A1

SPENCER- Beth 
H. (Hodgerney) 
Butkiewicz, 84, died 
on Tuesday, June 
25th  at St. Vincent 
Hospital, Worcester.

She is survived by 
her loving husband 
of  65 years Victor S. 
“Bucky” Butkiewicz, 
her son Timothy 

J. Butkiewicz and his wife, Joann of  
Hardwick, her daughter Jennifer S. 
Butkiewicz of  W. Brookfield, 4 grand-
children; Lindsey Butkiewicz and 
her significant other, Josh Oliver of  
N. Brookfield, Lauren Langlois and 
her husband, Bob of  Brookfield, 
Molly Sisco and her husband, Ben of  
Ashland, and Curtis Butkiewicz and 
his significant other, Lauren McDonald 
of  Hardwick, 8 great grandchildren; 
Emmett, Oliver, Walter, Jax, Lennon, 
Odin, Wyatt, and Westin, her brother 
Ernest “Neil” Hodgerney and his wife, 
Barbara of  Spencer, her sister Susan H. 
Andrews and her husband, Wayne of  
Gallatin, TN, her sister-in-law Janice 
Beauchamp and Debbie White and her 
husband, Philip, as well as many nieces 
and nephews. She is also survived by 

her closest friends Lloyd and Louise 
Johnson, and Janice Farr. She is pre-
deceased by her brother-in-law Michael 
Butkiewicz and her sister-in-law June 
Lapierre and her husband, Donald.

She was born in Spencer, daughter 
of  Ernest W. and Vera A. (Johnson) 
Hodgerney. She attended and graduat-
ed from David Prouty High School. She 
worked as a cafeteria worker for Lake 
St. Elementary for a few years, but 
mainly was a homemaker. During her 
earlier years she participated in horse 
shows and even won several ribbons. 
She enjoyed traveling with her close 
friends, Lloyd and Louise and especial-
ly loved traveling with her family to 
Prince Edward Island when she was a 
child. More importantly, she enjoyed 
spending time with family and friends.

A private service will be held at the 
request of  the family. The J.HENRI 
MORIN & SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 
MAPLE TERR., SPENCER are assist-
ing the family with arrangements. 

In lieu of  flowers donations may 
be made to the First Congregational 
Church Fire Fund at  https://www.
spencerchurch.org/vanco-giving-page

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Beth H. Butkiewicz, 84

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

**Serving the Boston, Worcester, 
and Surrounding Areas! **

Our services include:
- Recurring Cleaning

- Move-In and Move-Out Cleaning
- Rental Property Cleaning

- Residential Cleaning
- Commercial Business Cleaning

- Decluttering
- Dusting

- Organization
Contact us today for a spotless and organized space!

CLEANERS
 WITH CARE

774-999-7819
Contact@cleanerswithcare.com

Cleaning Services

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

One of M.J. Williams jobs was chosen by National Grid for 
a case study, read more about this  www.mjwhvac.com

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
774-200-7308

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridge press.news

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

the weed and pop it out of  
the ground with minimal 
impact on surrounding 
plants. 

If  bending is an issue, 
you may opt for one of  
the standup weeders. 
There are several types 
available. Most have tines 
you insert into the soil 
surrounding the weed. 
A hand or foot-operated 
action causes the tines to 
tighten around the weed 
roots before you lever it 
out of  the ground.

Perennial weeds are 

a bit more challenging. 
Many have extensive roots 
that are nearly impos-
sible to remove entirely.  
Repeatedly digging up 
the plants can eventually 
manage these weeds, but 
it can take years. Cutting 
the plants back to the 
ground as soon as they 
appear can help “starve” 
them, prevent reseeding, 
and help contain and even 
eliminate some perennial 
weeds.

If  the weeds begin to 
take over the garden, tack-
le those flowering or set-
ting seeds first.   Do not 
compost these or perenni-

al weeds.   Most compost 
piles don’t get hot enough 
to kill the seeds or peren-
nial weeds.   Contact your 
local municipality to find 
out your options for dis-
posing of  these as well 
as perennial and invasive 
weeds.

Once the weeds are out 
of  the garden, spread a 
layer of  organic mulch 
over the soil surface. The 
finer the mulch, the thin-
ner the layer needed. Pull 
the mulch away from tree 
trunks, shrub stems, and 
the crowns of  your other 
plants.

Mulching helps sup-

press weeds by reducing 
seed sprouting and mak-
ing it easier to pull the 
seedlings that get through 
the mulch. Increase your 
success by placing a cou-
ple of  sheets of  newspa-
per or a piece of  card-
board beneath the mulch. 
Mulching  won’t stop 
existing perennial weeds 
like quackgrass and bind-
weed. Keep managing 
these until all the roots 
have been removed.   

Shredded leaves, ever-
green needles, and other 
organic mulch also con-
serve moisture, moderate 
soil temperatures, and 

add organic matter to the 
soil as it breaks down. 
Mulch also helps protect 
the soil from compac-
tion and erosion during 
heavy rains. As many 
places experience more 
intense rainfall and high-
er-than-normal summer 
heat, mulching the soil 
becomes even more ben-
eficial. 

Consider the benefits 
when you head out to 
tackle the weeds in your 
garden. You will improve 
the health and beauty of  
your garden while burn-
ing between 200 and 400 
calories every hour you 

weed.
 
Melinda Myers has 

written over 20 gardening 
books, including  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd 
Edition  and Small Space 
Gardening.  She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything”  instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

GARDENING
continued from page  A7
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Community 
    Connection

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

JULY SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Kielbasa
Pizza

Make it with mustard
and caramelized
onions $1  more 
Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Chicken Salad 
Sub

Add bacon $1 more 

Sm. 8” $5.49 
Lg. 12” $6.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

https://lorilaflowerrnaesthetics.com/
Lorilaflowerrn@gmail.com

774-371-0665
9 Mechanic St. Spencer, MA 01562

At Diamond Nail Salon and Spa

Neurotoxins  

(Botox, Juveau, Xeomin), 

Dermal fillers, Vitamin therapy, 

IV hydration, Dermaplaning 

facial, Microneedling,  

Medical grade chemical peels.

www.StonebridgePress.
com

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL 774-200-7308
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Maria Reed 
508-873-9254

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

Listing Wanted!
Waterfront Properties!!

Condominiums!! 
Worcester County- 

Call for a Market Analysis

QUALIFYING HEROES: 
Firefighters, EMS, Law Enforcement, 

Military (Active , Reserve & Veterans), 
Healthcare Workers and Teachers

Diane Luong- “I was pleased to participate with
Rewarding these Heroes”

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

145 Baker Pond Rd

DUDLEY

TEACHER  
SELLER

6 Burbank St

OXFORD

BUYER HEALTH 
CARE WORKER

17 Granite St

WEBSTER

TEACHER  
SELLER

17 Village Way

HOLDEN

HEALTH CARE  
SELLER

4 Pineview Rd

DUDLEY

NURSE 
SELLER

4 Camelot Circle

DUDLEY

TEACHER  
SELLER

232 Patridge Hill Rd

CHARLTON

VETERAN
SELLER

Jo-Ann Szymczak
 774-230-5044 

Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

We appreciate 
your Service to 

our Community 
and Country
Heroes Save 

when they Buy 
or Sell a home 

with us, or they 
do both!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd.

100’ of frontage on the water & 
road. Land area surveyed, DEP 
approval to build. Town Water 
& Sewer available $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

S P R AW L -
ING 2000 
SF RANCH 
H O M E ! 
1/2 acre 

Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room, 
kitchen with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Hardwood 
Floors! central air. garage  $614,500

WEBSTER
17 BRODEUR AVENUE

Young 2200+ Sq ft Cape/
Split  7+ Room, 4 bdrs. 
3 full baths! Master bed/
Bath! Bonus unfinished 
2nd floor. 3/4 Acre of land 
mostly Landscaped. Kitch-
en w/Island & dining room. 
Hardwood, ceramic, & car-
pet flrs. So much more! 

NOW $559,900 

WEBSTER- 22 HALL RD 
ON DEPOSIT

This property offers a whole lot more 
than meets the eye! 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 
1st flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. DE-
VELOPMENT POTENTIAL.  $375,000

Why 8 Benjamin Lane, Shrewsbury? This delightfully quin-
tessential Cape home will fulfill your needs & expectations! 
2600sf +/-.  offers open floor space for gathering w/family &/
or entertaining friends but at the same time offering a com-
fortable, quiet, & restful vibe. The great room is just that! 
You want formal, there are formal Dining & Fireplaced Living 
rooms. 3 very appealing BRS!  2 Baths. Finished LL! UNIQUE 
DECK w/deck swing & “Versa Court” patio!       $820,000.

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT proper-
ty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar Price 
Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters edge. Sandy 
bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic place-
ment of existing garage could offer expansion possibilities! 
Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill & Let the Good Tymes 
Roll !  $699,900!

WEBSTER  
18 EASTERN AVE

SHREWSBURY  - 8 BENJAMIN LANE
Featured New Listing!

Need Your Own Space? *~* 
Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ sit-
uated on a Private 0.35 acre on a 
‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun-

room, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors, 
large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900

DUDLEY 
3 FILO RD 

ON DEPOSIT

Owner Occupied 2 Family  Extremely 
Well Cared 
For - Many 
I m p o r t a n t  
U p d a t e s .  
Don’t Miss 
This One!

$359,900 

WEBSTER 
96 CHASE AVE 

AUBURN - 12 LINDA AVE

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

WEBSTER 
38 RAY STREET UNIT#3

 Condo-
minium 
D o n ’ t 
Miss this 
o n e ! ! 
Beautiful 
& Large! 

2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner 
Lot. Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/-  

 ON DEPOSIT $219,900.

Spacious 1292 sf +/- 3 BR Ranch style home situated on a private .23 
acre lot w/124’ of road frontage. Major upgrades. Boiler, Electrical Ser-
vice, Hardwoods. Fireplaces. Eat-In kitchen has ceramic tile floors , cov-
ered patio. 3 BRs. Garage. Neighborhood setting   $415,000.

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! What’s 
YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in ready Commercial 
Office &/or Retail Space!! Quickly set up Op-
erations - you can be ready to GO in no time!. 
2 Level Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade Level” 
w/Rear Access & Parking!  Zoned General Busi-
ness - .71 ACRE - 26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 
10 Units! ***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

New Listing!

New Listing!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
NEW LISTING!! 

92 BIRCH ISLAND

SORRY SOLD
ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray 

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Summer is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$59999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$99999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999$21999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $429.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

86” LG ................ $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

AMANA
WASHER OR 

DRYER

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALE
GRILL
SALE!

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

$59999 $54999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALE

don’t buy ‘til
you see us!

JULY 4th SALE!
ALL SIZES - BEST PRICES!

thousands of
air conditioners
& dehumidifiers

in stock!

OPEN 
JULY 4TH 
10 TO 7

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

LOBSTER ROLL
FRIDAY 7/5 & SATURDAY 7/6 

We will be Closed 
Monday, July 1st-Thursday,July 4th

Reopening Friday, July 5th at 8am

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN!  
 7 Days at Noon

Join us for a cold drink  
and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday Nights 5-9pm

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 8/31/24

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $21.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.
We Deliver To:  

Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield   
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11-9

Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

JULY SPECIALS
Hawaiian

Pizza
Sm.  $6.99
Lg. $10.99

BLT
Sub

$6.99
any size

Courtesy 

No serious injuries were reported following last week’s crash on Main Street. On June 23, Leicester Police and Fire crews responded 
to the single-vehicle crash in the area of 336 Main St. The vehicle struck a utility pole after leaving the road. As of press time, no 
charges had been announced against the driver.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

Flea market on the  
W. Brookfield Common
WEST BROOKFIELD — The tradition 

continues! The First Congregational 
Church, 36 N. Main St., W. Brookfield, 
has been hosting their Flea Market on 
the town Common for more than 50 years. 

This year, the Flea Market will be held 
on Saturday, Sept. 14 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Sellers of  all kinds are welcome - flea folk, 
antique dealers, crafters, product ven-
dors, and those emptying out basements 
and attics!   No food vendors, please. 
Spaces are available for $40 for a 20 x 20 
grassy spot. Vendors must bring their 
own tables and tents. The church will 
sponsor a food tent with grilled good-
ies, cold drinks and sweet treats. Email 
to  fccofwbfleamarket@gmail.com  or call 
508-867-7078 for an application and more 
information.

Mark your calendars; the tradition con-
tinues!

Erin MacKay of Spencer 
named to University of 
Scranton Dean’s List

SCRANTON, Pa. — Erin E. MacKay of  
Spencer was among more than 1,650 stu-
dents  were named to The University of  
Scranton›s Dean›s List for the 2024 spring 
semester. The Dean›s List recognizes stu-
dents for academic excellence. A student 
must have a grade point average of  3.5 
or better with a minimum number of  
credit hours during the semester to make 
the Dean›s List. The list includes stu-
dents from the Jesuit university›s College 
of  Arts and Sciences, Kania School of  
Management and the Leahy College of  
Health Sciences (formerly the Panuska 
College of  Professional Studies).

MacKay is a senior journalism and elec-
tronic media major in the University’s 
College of  Arts and Sciences.

The University of  Scranton is a Jesuit 
university located in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania.

Area residents named 
to Dean’s List at 

University of New 
England

 
BIDDEFORD, Maine — Savannah Cote 

of  North Brookfield and Gabrielle Soter 
of  Spencer been named to the Dean’s 
List for the 2024 spring semester at the 
University of  New England. Dean’s List 
students have attained a grade point aver-
age of  3.3 or better out of  a possible 4.0 at 
the end of  the semester.

  The University of  New England is 
Maine’s largest private university, with 
two beautiful coastal campuses in Maine, 
a one-of-a-kind study-abroad campus in 
Tangier, Morocco, and an array of  flexi-
ble online offerings. In an uncommonly 
welcoming and supportive community, 
we offer hands-on learning, empowering 
students to make a positive impact in a 
world full of  challenges. We are the state’s 
top provider of  health professionals and 
home to Maine’s only medical and dental 
colleges, a variety of  other interprofes-
sionally aligned health care programs, 
and nationally recognized degree paths 
in the marine sciences, the natural and 
social sciences, business, the humanities, 
and the arts. Visit une.edu
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