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North 
Brookfield 

Town 
Meeting 
approves
 lighting 

project funds
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— North Brookfield held a short but 
productive special town meeting on 
Aug. 11 where funding allocations 
for salaries and a lighting improve-
ment project were all approved.

The meeting featured six arti-
cles, the first focusing on a lighting 
project for the Haston Free Public 
Library and North Brookfield Police 
Station, and the others focused on 
fire department salaries and police 
department electricity costs. Most 
of the night’s discussion centered 
around the lighting project, which 
officials said would be a huge boost 
for the town.

Following an audit of the town’s 
energy usage led by Roger Brooks, 
a member of the Finance Committee 
who selectmen thanks profusely for 
his contributions, North Brookfield 
received a grant for an energy man-
agement program which eventually 
brought lighting at the library and 
police station to the forefront of the 
discussions. The request at the Aug. 
11 meeting was to transfer $28,448 
from the Capital Stabilization Fund 
to cover the cost.

The project in question is pro-
jected to save the library just short 
of $15,000 annually and the police 
department roughly $4,000 each 
year. The town secured a zero per-
cent interest loan from National 
Grid.

Roger Brooks justified the project 
during the town meeting as a vital 
investment that would not only pro-
vide much needed upgrades but also 
significant savings in the long run 
that would potentially pay for itself.

“With a zero percent consideration 
from National Grid, it makes this a 
really tremendous project for us to 
do for the town,” said Brooks. “It’ll 
reduce the expenses across both the 
police station and the library. They’ll 
provide updated lighting for each 
facility which are both needed based 
on the appraisal that was done, and 
so I just think this is a real positive 
project for the town.”

Board of Selectmen Chair Jamie 
Gilman told voters that the numbers 
are actually more than what the 
project is expected to cost. North 
Brookfield proposed an allocation 
on the higher end of the price tag 
to make sure everything would be 
covered, with the excess set to be 
returned to the Capital Stabilization 
Fund at the annual town meeting.

“There were a lot of moving parts 
as we were getting into this, and 
we needed to have the number for 
this motion,” said Gilman. “I know 
some of us feel a little bit more 
apprehensive than others, but there’s 
been nothing signed as of yet, and 
the incentive situation changed rel-
atively recently as to how the bill 
payment was going to work.”

The plan was approved soundly 
by the required two thirds majority, 
as were the other five items on the 
night’s warrant.

Articles 2 through 5 were all relat-
ed to salaries associated with the fire 
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B R O O K F I E L D 
—  Hidden along the 
roadside of East Main 
Street in Brookfield 
is the site of a signifi-
cant moment in United 
States history – a crime 
that would eventually 
lead to one of the first 
capital murder cases in 

the country.
The Spooner Well 

has long been consid-
ered a historic land-
mark in Brookfield, 
but for many years 
was inaccessible due 
to overgrowth includ-
ing an abundance of 
poison ivy. Thanks 
to a local scout, the 
site is now clean 
and refurbished and 
serves as a reminder 
of the horrible acts 
dating back to the 
country’s founding, 
the murder of Joshua 
Spooner.

In 1778, Joshua 
Spooner’s wife 
Bathsheba recruited 
three revolutionary 
soldiers to kill her 
husband and dispose 
of his body. They 
decided to hide him 
in a well nearby their 
home which today is 
known as Spooner 
Well. Bathsheba 
and her accomplic-
es were eventually 
arrested and hung in 
Worcester in one of 
the first capital mur-
der cases of the new 
republic. 

Over the last year, 
the well has been the 
focus of a local scout 
who decided to revi-
talize the location 
for her Eagle Scout 

project.
Edith Simpson, a 

member of Scouting 
American Troop 163, 
worked with supporters 
to clean the property, 
adding an educational 
display and stone and a 
bench and while main-
taining the wells lasting 
historic structure. The 
project was performed 

in partnership with the 
Friends of Brookfield 
and neighboring prop-
erty owners.

The Troop and mem-
bers of the local com-
munity held a special 
reveal ceremony on 
August 8 where Edith 
told reporters that she 
was proud to see the 
project come to fruition.

“It’s a big relief to 
know that all the work 
is done, and I’m very 
proud of having accom-
plished this,” she said. 
“I had so many people 
come help and it was 
great to everyone come 
together with this in 
mind.”

During the ceremo-
ny, Don Chaft, a mem-
ber of the Friends of 
Brookfield, said they 
were happy to see one 
of the future leaders 
of America take such 
devoted interest in one 
of their town’s histori-
cal sites.

“We’re a small 
non-profit group of cit-
izens who enjoy trying 
to make the town better. 
What better project than 
partnering with Edith 
and the scouts to repair 
and make improve-
ments to an iconic 
Brookfield location? 
We love it,” said Chaft.

Thanks to the efforts 
of Edith and her vol-
unteers, the well will 
now stand once more 
as a site for those who 
want to ponder a dark 
but significant part of 
Brookfield’s history - a 
criminal murder case 
that has been etched in 
the nation’s history as 
one of the first legal 
cases of its kind.

SPENCER —  The Spencer Parks 
& Recreation Commission’s  2026 
Summer Concert Series concludes on 
Sunday, Aug. 23 from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
Powder Mill Park, corner Smithville 
and Meadow Roads, Spencer, with 
Miss Fairchild.

 
          For the last two decades 

under the stage lights, New England’s 
Miss Fairchild has built a reputa-
tion on spectacle, musicianship, awe, 
and entertainment. Capably com-
bining “juicy bass, slick grooves, 
and that peaches-and-cream brand 
of rhythm and blues” (Dig Boston) 
the band’s live performances have 
come to resemble one of Prince’s 
storied after shows: a mélange of 

original-song staples, B-side cover 
tunes, and extended jams that would 
make even the Purple One smirk and 
bat his lashes with approval. 

 
          The concert series is proud-

ly sponsored by Cornerstone 
Bank.  Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s 
local presence and community-based 
banking model enables a unique abil-
ity to deliver outstanding service, 
with a personal touch. Cornerstone 
provides the highest level of service 
and expertise for individuals, busi-
nesses, and community organizations 
with branch locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts.

Jason Bleau

Edith Simpson (sitting center) and other Scouts and leaders from Troop 163 at the newly cleaned up 
and refurbished Spooner Well site in Brookfield.

Local Scout cleans up Spooner Well

Spencer Summer Concert 
Series concludes with 

Miss Fairchild

Plan ahead for 
26th Annual 

Leicester 
Harvest Fair 

   
   LEICESTER — The Leicester Harvest Fair committee 

welcomes exhibits from residents of Leicester and sur-
rounding towns to enrich the Harvest Fair and display local 
handiwork. Entries will be exhibited and judged in two 
departments: Adults older than 18, and Youth – boys and 
girls under 18 as of Jan. 1, 2026. 

     Plan now to enter vegetables and flowers from your 
gardens and eggs laid by your backyard hens. Food artisans 
are invited to bring your home-baked pies, breads, muffins 
and cookies, as well as canned pickles, jams and jellies. 
Adults 21 and older can enter home-brewed beer, wine, 
cider/perry or mead.  Artists and crafters are encouraged 
to display their photography and their fiber arts including 
quilting, sewing, knitting and crocheting, spinning and 
weaving, rug hooking, embroidery and tatting work.

     More information with class lists, exhibit entry rules 
and helpful hints for a skilled display can be found on the 
Leicester Harvest Fair Facebook page and in Premium 
booklets available at the Leicester Town Hall, Senior 
Center, Public Library and at local businesses. Exhibitors 
should plan to bring their entries to the Town Hall on 
Friday, September 18, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm. Ribbons will 
be awarded the best three entries in each class.

     The Massachusetts Master Gardeners will offer garden 
advice and free soil tests. Plan to gather a soil sample from 
your garden in advance and bring it to the Fair for pH anal-
ysis and recommendations. Instructions for collecting a soil 
sample can be found on the Harvest Fair Facebook page, or 
by clicking “gather your soil sample” at https//massmaster-
gardeners.org/educational resources/soil-testing.

     Fair activities on and around the Town Common will 
entertain Fair-goers of all ages, rain or shine.  Skilled arti-
sans will demonstrate historic crafts, and local crafters will 
sell their wares. Food booths will offer a tasty selection of 
lunch choices, beverages and sweets.  The Leicester High 
School CTE students will host booths, the Tri-M school 
band will perform, and there will be games and activities 
for children.  Traditional folk music performances at the 
band stand will feature Yankee Notions, The Doolin Lads, 
and Slo-Grass. There will be a guided tour of historic build-
ings, and the Swan Tavern will be open to visitors. 

   Mark your calendar now and plan to join the festivities 
on the Leicester Common, in the Town Hall and nearby 
buildings!     Turn To FUNDS page  A8
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—  Russell (“Russ”) Buzzell has 
been named Artist of the Month for 
August by the Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House.

Buzzell is a painter and illustrator 
from North Brookfield whose work 
is closely tied to the rural land-
scape, wildlife, and the history of 
central Massachusetts. He has had a 
professional career spanning many 
years, moving from illustration to 
fine art and historical painting.

Buzzell grew up on his fami-
ly’s farm in North Brookfield. He 
milked the cows, drove the tractor, 
and participated in all the other jobs 
required of a farm family. But art 
was his first love. 

A close family friend and artist 
known to young Buzzell as “Uncle 
Louie” nurtured his interest in 
art and helped him develop his 
skills. Russ graduated from North 
Brookfield High School in 1960 
and the Art Institute of Boston in 
1966. 

He spent several years illus-
trating the publications of the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society.  
His impressive work there led to his 
being called upon to illustrate books 
and magazines, including “Animals 
Nobody Loves” by Ronald 
Rood, “The Farm Book” by the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society, 
and “The Wilderness Home of Giant 
Panda” by William G. Sheldon.  He 
also illustrated for Gray’s Sporting 
Journal and Wisconsin Sportsman 
magazines and freelanced for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Fisheries and 
Wildlife. 

Buzzell’s most notable artwork 
includes “Sunday Afternoon on the 
Buzzell Farm” and the historical 
rendition of “Wheeler’s Surprise,” 
the ambush by Nipmuc Natives 
during the King Phillips War in 
West Brookfield on Aug. 2, 1675.  

Buzzell works out of his Buck Hill 
Studio in North Brookfield where 
the majority of his time is spent on 

p r i -

vately commissioned paintings and 
drawings of New England farms, 
landscapes, and wildlife.  He works 
with oils, scratchboard, watercolor, 
and pen and ink.  

People attending the 2026 
Backroads Studio Tour Oct. 3 
& 4 will be able to visit Russell 
Buzzell’s Buck Hill studio to appre-
ciate his work in person.  While 
there, they can purchase original 
art, limited edition numbered prints, 
and greeting cards.

For more information on Russell 
Buzzell visit nbtownhouse.com and 
click on featured artists.  

The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization focused 
on restoring, preserving, and sus-
taining the historic Town House 
in the center of North Brookfield.  
Every month this organization rec-
ognizes a featured artist in their 
community.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Real Estate
Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$417,000, 87 Allen Rd, Brewer, 

Kylie A, and Rozicki, Conor M, 
to Granitto, Gavin Torrence, and 
Granitto, Gabriella Alice.

$250,000, 11 Gay Rd, Wells Fargo 
Bank Na, to Holdcraft, John David.

$200,000, 30 Lake Rd, Paul W 
Shailer Irt, and Shailer, Neil, to Cape 
Real Estate LLC.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$550,000, 301 Podunk Rd, Carney, 

James, and Carney, Kristina, to 
Goldsmith, Brett, and Goldsmith, 
Alysia. 

LEICESTER
$620,000, 30 Hyland Ave, Shenette, 

Thomas, and Shenette, Lisa L, to 
Nguyen, Hoanphuong H, and Nguyen, 
Cuc T.

$405,000, 386 Pleasant St, Nevue, 
Patrick A, and Nevue, Roslyn, to 
Sarro, Max.

$375,000, 171 Chapel St, Chaching 
Co, to Pham, Dang.

$260,000, 75 Huntoon Memorial 
Hwy #1-1, Kelleher, Barbara E, to 
Baumann, Elizabeth, and Baumann, 
Peter.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$615,000, 80 New Braintree Rd, 

Hart, Amanda L, and Mccaffrey, 
William, to Hastings, Carlene. 
SPENCER

$550,000, 30 Marble Rd, Mahaney 
Jr, John C, to Castellanos, Richard, 
and Castellanos, Jorge.

$235,000, 5 Old Meadow Rd, 
Shields, Adam, to Fafard, James, and 
Oconnell, Heather.

WARREN
$557,000, 692 Cronin Rd, Rock, 

Alexandra N, and Burns, Meaghan 
A, to Finne, Robin J, and Hartman, 
Carey.

$399,000, 222 Bridge St, Cacace, 
Angela, and Cacace Jr, Anthony, to 
Auger, Mindy L, and Auger, Jason L.

$334,000, 47 North St, 3429 Real 
Estate LLC, to Santos, Fernando 
J-Dos.

$300,000, 115 School St, Hibbard, 
Beverly M, to Macdonald, Michael J, 
and Macdonald, Kathleen K.

$37,500, 970 Reed St, Cloutier, 
Elizabeth, and Cloutier, Kenneth J, to 
Rozzen, Eric A, and Rozzen, Melissa 
A.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$525,000, 10 Foster Rd, Paquette 

Bro Contracting, to Chenevert,
Ruby S, and Packard, John.
$491,000, 72 Wickaboag Valley 

Rd, Miller, Kimberlie L, and Miller, 
Allan W, to Milligan, Yvette D, and 
Milligan, Thomas R.

Alex Cordy 
Memorial Golf 

Tournament set for 
Sept. 12

OAKHAM —  St. Carlo Acutis Parish, Brookfield/West 
Brookfield/Warren, is having their Ninth Annual Alex Cordy 
Memorial Charity Golf Tournament at Quail Hollow Golf and 
Country Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham, Massachusetts 
on Saturday, Sept.  12. Registration begins at 7:15 a.m., with a 
Shotgun Start at 8 a.m.

As many of you are aware, Alex Cordy was an integral part of 
our West Brookfield Community for many years. In memory of 
his outstanding service to his community, his parish, and being a 
founding member of our Knights of Columbus Council 11080, this 
tournament will once again benefit our Youth Activities Fund to 
support the youth in our local community, a cause that was very 
important to Alex. We were able to award two $1,000.00 schol-
arships this past year from the proceeds of this event to two local 
high school seniors, as well as fund many other youth activities. 
We ask that you please consider supporting our event by spon-
soring or participating in the tournament individually or with a 
foursome. Tournament Raffle Items and General Donations to this 
event are always welcomed and appreciated!

Registration and sponsorships are now available for this tourna-
ment. To register, and for more information, please call (413) 813-
8100 or email wallyconnor122@gmail.com. 

Russell Buzzell named Town House Artist of the Month

Russ Buzzell

Heather Bouchard of West 
Brookfield earns University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln degree
LINCOLN, Neb. — Heather C. Bouchard of West Brookfield was 

among 595 graduates who received degrees from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln during a combined graduate and undergraduate 
commencement ceremony Aug. 15 at Pinnacle Bank Arena.

Bouchard earned a Doctor of Philosophy from the Office of 
Graduate Studies. 

The graduates are from 42 countries; 40 U.S. states and Puerto 
Rico; and 55 Nebraska communities.

For the full list of August graduates, visit  https://go.unl.edu/
grads-aug26.
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OXFORD —  bank-
Hometown is pleased to 
announce the addition of 
four experienced bank-
ing professionals across 
its retail network. These 
appointments reflect the 
bank’s continued invest-
ment in customer service, 
employee development, 
and community-focused 
banking throughout Central 
Massachusetts and north-
eastern Connecticut.

 
Jerusa DeBrito appoint-

ed AVP, Branch Officer in 
Leominster

Jerusa DeBrito has joined 
bankHometown as assistant 
vice president, branch offi-
cer of the bank’s 9 Sack 
Blvd., Leominster office.

With nearly 30 years of 
retail banking experience, 
DeBrito most recently 
served as AVP, bilingual 
branch manager at M&T 
Bank. She is known for 
her relationship-focused 
approach and commitment 
to serving customers and 
the community.

DeBrito serves as a 
board member of Fresh 
Start Furniture Bank and 
She’s Local and is a mem-
ber of the American Heart 
Association’s Go Red 
Awareness Committee. She 
earned a Certificate in the 
Fundamentals of Banking 
from the New England 
College of Finance and has 
participated in the Certified 
Financial Educators’ 
Financial Wellness 
Program.

 
Alison Tozzi named AVP, 

Branch Officer in Putnam
Alison Tozzi has joined 

bankHometown as assis-
tant vice president, branch 
officer of its 182 Main St., 
Putnam, Connecticut office.

Tozzi brings nearly 30 
years of banking experi-
ence to the organization. 
Most recently, she served 
as branch manager at 
KeyBank and previously 
worked as a senior personal 
banker at Bank of America. 
Her extensive background 
in branch leadership and 
customer service will sup-
port the continued success 
of the Putnam team.

 
Dhimitri Piluri joins 

Worcester Office as Branch 
Officer

Dhimitri Piluri recent-
ly joined bankHometown 
as branch officer of the 
bank’s 1001 Millbury St., 
Worcester office, bringing 
more than 10 years of bank-
ing experience to the role.

Most recently, Piluri 
served as branch manager at 
Savers Bank and previously 
held positions as a relation-
ship banker at Main Street 
Bank and Santander Bank. 
He has developed expertise 
in customer service, rela-
tionship management, and 
retail banking operations.

Piluri holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in marketing from 
La Sapienza University in 
Italy and a master’s degree 
in information technol-
ogy from Southern New 
Hampshire University. A 
strong advocate for finan-
cial education, Piluri has 
volunteered with Junior 
Achievement, assisting 
with lessons on budgeting, 
saving, credit, and loans. 
He has also participated 
in financial workshops for 
immigrants and low-in-
come families and served 
through the IRS Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.

 
Maria Baker joins 

Sturbridge office as 
Assistant Branch Manager

Maria Baker recently 
joined bankHometown as 
assistant branch manager of 
its 331 Main St., Sturbridge 
office.

Baker has 25 years of 
banking experience and 
most recently served as mar-
ket manager at Cornerstone 
Bank. Her extensive knowl-
edge of retail banking and 
customer relationship man-
agement will be an asset to 
the Sturbridge team and its 
customers.

“At bankHometown, our 
success is driven by the tal-
ented individuals who serve 
our customers and com-
munities every day,” said 
Robert Morton, president 
& CEO of bankHometown. 
“We are excited to welcome 
these accomplished banking 
professionals to our team. 
Their experience, leader-
ship, and commitment to 
relationship banking will 
strengthen our ability to 
deliver exceptional service, 
build meaningful customer 
connections, and support 
the communities we proud-
ly serve.”

           
About bankHometown
Founded in 1889, 

bankHometown is head-
quartered in Oxford, 
Massachusetts. We have 
$1.6 billion in assets and 
offer a complete line of con-
sumer and business deposit 
and lending products and 
services through 15 loca-
tions throughout Central 
Massachusetts and north-
east Connecticut.  We’re 
proud to fulfill our commu-
nity banking mission—pro-
viding individualized finan-
cial support, comprehensive 
products and services, and 
banking tools—to ensure 

our customers can unlock 
their potential and build a 
successful future.

 
Through our 

charitable giv-
ing program, The 
Giving Tree, we 
support non-profit 
organizations and 
causes through-
out Worcester and 
Windham Counties. 
In 2025 alone, 
The Giving Tree 
donated more than 
$550,000 and over 
the last decade 
donated more than 
$3.3 million.  bank-
Hometown was 
named a Corporate 
C i t i z e n s h i p 
Award winner by 
Boston Business 
Journal for the past 
six years, reaffirm-
ing our status as one 
of Massachusetts’ 
most charita-
ble companies. 
Additionally, we 
were named a 2025 
Top Place to Work 
award winner by 
The Boston Globe, 
and both bank-
Hometown and 
our parent com-
pany, Hometown 
Financial Group, 
were recog-
nized as five-time 
USA Today Top 
Workplaces award 
recipients. For 
more information, 
visit  bankHome-
town.com.

 

Jerusa DeBrito Alison Tozzi Dhimitri Piluri Maria Baker

bankHometown strengthens Retail Banking 
team with key leadership appointments

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

j j j j j j

Darion and Julian are kind, respect-
ful brothers who are looking for a lov-
ing and supportive family. Darion, the 
older of the two, is an easygoing young 
man who does well with routines and 
feels most comfortable in environments 
where expectations are clear and con-
sistent. He has a cheerful personality 
and is thoughtful in the way he interacts 
with others. Darion enjoys building posi-
tive relationships and is known for being 
a caring and considerate brother. Both 
Darion and Julian enjoy spending time 
with their peers and have a strong pas-
sion for sports, especially football and 

basketball. They thrive in environments where they can stay active, work as 
part of a team, and build connections with others. Participating in sports and 
other extracurricular activities gives them opportunities to strengthen their 
teamwork skills, confidence, and sense of accomplishment. With encour-
agement, guidance, and consistent support, Darion and Julian continue to 
grow their interests, develop their strengths, and build confidence in who 
they are. They would benefit from a family who will celebrate their individu-
ality, support their goals, and provide a nurturing environment where they 
can continue to thrive. 

https://www.mareinc.org/recruitment-group/51030325292 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.  

Julian, Darion 
Age 14, 12 

Registration #9438 9439 

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

LABRADOR 
RETRIEVER 

PUPPIES FOR SALE
Family Rraised 

First shots 
black, yellow and chocolate 
Ready to go to their forever 
homes Sept 16th •  $1200
Call Jeff at 508-341-4845 

leave message or text.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Simple 
budgeting 
tips that fit 

real life
 

If you’ve just started managing your own 
finances, recommitted to doing it well or 
noticed your spending isn’t making you as 
happy as you’d hoped, a budget might be 
exactly what you need. When you know 
where your money is going, you’re likely 
to feel more in control and more confident 
your finances reflect what matters to you.

A simple budgeting framework to start: 
The 50/30/20 rule

One of the easiest ways to structure a 
budget is the 50/30/20 rule. The concept is 
refreshingly straightforward: Put 50 percent 
of your after-tax income toward necessities 
(housing, groceries, utilities, transporta-
tion), 30 percent toward wants (dining out, 
entertainment, streaming subscriptions) and 
20 percent toward savings or paying down 
debt.

The 50/30/20 rule is a great foundation, 
but you may need to adjust it a little. If you 
live in a high-cost city, housing alone might 
require more than half your paycheck. 
Or you may have high income and can 
save more than 20 percent. Think of the 
50/30/20 rule as a starting point you can 
adjust as your life evolves.

Not sure where your money goes?
That’s completely normal. If you honest-

ly don’t know what you spend each month, 
try a low-pressure approach first. Spend a 
few months simply observing. Check your 
accounts without judgment, noting money 
coming in and going out. Think of it as a 
financial check-in rather than a report card. 
You can’t change the past, but you can 
absolutely adjust for the future.

From there, small steps go a long way. 
Even spending 15 minutes a week on your 
budget can make the whole process feel far 
less daunting.

Make technology your easy button
Some budgeting apps do the routine work 

for you, syncing with your accounts and 
tracking spending automatically. Others are 
more hands-on, encouraging you to map 
out your spending plan in advance. There’s 
likely one out there for every style of bud-
geting. The goal is to find a system you’ll 
use and stick with.

When the numbers feel discouraging
Sometimes looking at spending brings 

up more stress than relief. If that happens, 
start by shifting your perspective. Focus on 
the expenses that brought you real value 
— a modest gift that meant the world to 
a friend or how your rent provides a com-
fortable, stable life. Then look for changes 
that align your spending with your values. 
Substituting expenses, reducing expenses, 
or creating more income could all be used 
to help you keep your spending below your 
income.

Build a buffer
If you can, consider building a small 

buffer into your budget for unexpected 
expenses such as birthdays, minor repairs 
or spontaneous plans. Adding perhaps 3 
percent of your income or a set dollar 
amount, like $200, helps keep those costs 
from throwing your whole plan off course.

The bottom line
With a few simple steps, budgeting 

becomes easier to stick with and more 
meaningful over time. At its core, it’s a way 
to align your money with what matters while 
enjoying today and planning for tomorrow. 
 
This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

 

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Preserving even the 
darkest chapters of 

local history
History is not always comfortable. Every 

community has stories it proudly celebrates, 
from military service and civic achievement 
to successful businesses, beloved insti-
tutions and generations of families who 
helped shape a town. But there are other 
stories that are darker, more difficult and 
sometimes easier to allow to disappear.

Brookfield’s Spooner Well belongs to 
that second category.

The site along East Main Street is con-
nected to the 1778 murder of Joshua 
Spooner, whose wife, Bathsheba, recruited 
three Revolutionary War soldiers to kill 
him. His body was placed in a well near the 
family home. Bathsheba Spooner and her 
accomplices were eventually arrested and 
executed in Worcester in a case that became 
one of the earliest capital murder proceed-
ings of the new republic.

It is a grim story. It is also part of 
Brookfield’s history and, on a larger scale, 
the history of the young United States.

For years, however, someone looking for 
the site would have had difficulty appreciat-
ing its significance. Overgrowth, including 
poison ivy, had made the property largely 
inaccessible.

That has changed because Edith Simpson 
of Scouting America Troop 163 decided the 
site was worth preserving.

Simpson chose the Spooner Well for her 
Eagle Scout project and spent the past year 
working with volunteers, the Friends of 
Brookfield and neighboring property own-
ers to reclaim the site. The project cleaned 
the property while respecting the historic 
well itself and added an educational display, 
stone and bench. The result was unveiled 
Aug. 8.

There is something particularly appro-
priate about a young person undertaking 
this kind of preservation project. Historic 
stewardship ultimately depends upon one 
generation deciding that the experiences 
of previous generations are worth passing 
along to the next.

That does not mean celebrating every-
thing that happened in the past. Preservation 
and celebration are very different things.

Nobody visits the site of a murder 
because the crime deserves admiration. 
Such places are preserved because history 
loses something when difficult chapters are 
erased from the landscape. The Spooner 
case provides a window into crime, punish-
ment, law and society at the very beginning 
of the American republic. The physical 
location gives that history an immediacy 
that a paragraph in a book cannot entirely 
reproduce.

There is also value in what Simpson’s 
project demonstrates about historic preser-
vation in small communities.

Not every important historic site has 
a professional staff, a large endowment 
or government funding available for its 
upkeep. Many survive because local histor-
ical organizations, property owners, volun-
teers and residents decide they matter.

Sometimes, one determined person can 
provide the spark.

Simpson credited the many people who 
came together to help complete her project. 
Don Chaft of the Friends of Brookfield sim-
ilarly described the effort as a partnership 
between the organization, Simpson and 
the Scouts to improve an iconic Brookfield 
location.

That partnership has accomplished some-
thing that should endure well beyond an 
Eagle Scout project.

Visitors can once again find the Spooner 
Well, learn what happened there and 
consider what the episode tells us about 
Brookfield and the country that was emerg-
ing around it in 1778.

History should not be limited to the sto-
ries that make a community feel good about 
itself. It should tell the truth about what 
happened, including those events that are 
tragic, disturbing or complicated.

Thanks to Edith Simpson and those who 
helped her, one of those stories will remain 
visible in Brookfield.

That is preservation in its most meaning-
ful form.

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:
On Tuesday, Sept. 1, Massachusetts 

voters get to vote to select their state and 
federal candidates that will appear on the 
November ballot. I am writing in support 
of Congressman Richard Neal in the 
Democratic primary. 

Although from Springfield, he does not 
forget his constituents in Central Mass. 
I have personally known of many area 
residents who were bogged down with 
Washington red tape and not getting their 
veterans’ benefits, Social Security or even 
immigration hearings until Congressman 
Neal intervened on their behalf.

On a more widespread scale, when I was 
a selectman, I worked with Congressman 
Neal in getting funds to help replace 
Spencer’s century or older sewer pipes 
that were made of clay or wood.   Yes, 
wood! These broken pipes were allowing 
millions of gallons of rainwater to go 
to our wastewater treatment plant that 
became over tasked and creating mas-
sive pollution problems f our downstream 
neighbor in the Brookfields. This grant 
was for nearly $1 million, which is money 
that our sewer rate payers do not have to 
pay. Congressman Neal was able to obtain 
this grant for Spencer because he is the 

ranking member of the Ways and Means 
Committee. Should he be re-elected and 
the Democrats take control of the House 
of Representatives, he will then become 
the Chairman of the powerful House 
Committee. Imagine what he could then 
do for Central and Western Mass.

Lastly, some residents complain that 
they never see him.   This spring he 
did visit the Spencer town hall and met 
with the Board of Selectmen and any 
residents who chose to stop by. When I 
was superintendent of schools, he would 
always have time to meet with the East 
Brookfield 6th grade students when they 
went to Washington.   He also annual-
ly visited East Brookfield Elementary 
School to meet with the students. He did 
not represent Spencer at that time. He 
represents 83 cities and towns in Central 
and Western Mass. Many of his days are 
spent in Washington representing those 
communities.  There are only 365 days in 
the year, and his primary duties are in the 
nation’s Capital. Do the math!

Please join me on Sept. 1 in voting for 
Congressman Richard Neal.   Thank you 
for your consideration.

Ralph E. Hicks
Spencer

There’s a good reason we don’t see much of 
Richard Neal

To the Editor:

It could not be any clearer that this 
administration has put itself in a posi-
tion to ignore laws, rules, norms and the 
constitution. We put Martha Stewart in 
prison for acting on insider information 
she received. 

We are now seeing a President who 
has added selling insider information to 
pardons as a cottage industry.   Imagine 
making rules and depleting inventories of 
munitions, then buying them from com-
panies your sons are owners of.

All prior administrations have 
eschewed crypto currencies, knowing 
that unlike other currencies with intrinsic 
backing, crypto has none. this president 
has more than tripled his own net worth, 
by interacting with and inviting foreign 
investment. Between that and receiving 
a jet from Qatar (FYI, that “free” jet 
will cost us about two billion, between 
refitting, purchasing to identical parts 
planes and a special hanger to house it). 
The speculation that it will be given to 
Trumps library at the end of his term, is 
nutso, Qatar was retiring them because 
they were too expensive to fly and main-
tain. If there is anything we do not need, 
it is increased costs.

Remember DOGE? The Department of 
Government Efficiency, originally cap-
tained by Elon Musk , was supposed to 
cut two trillion in wasted spending.  The 
actual savings will be about 250 billion, 
but do not hold your breath awaiting 
a refund check.   So what was accom-
plished? Not only is the richest man in 
the world starving the poorest children 
in the world, but USAID was so effi-
cient that UNICEF’s Save the Children, 
World Church Services and pharmaceu-
tical supporting doctors without borders 
all depended on them.  In addition, the 75 
percent of family farms who relied on it 
to survive against the big corporate farms, 
are going bankrupt and being sold off to 
the big operators now raping us.

Other cuts include fraud protections, 
meat and lettuce inspectors, every inspec-
tor general

 
So, even if we get through the 

November election, without the Stalin 
style nationalization (Stalin said, it makes 
no difference who votes or how, only who 
counts the votes), and won the house and 
senate, and impeached the grifter in chief, 
who would enforce it?

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Who will stand up?

Editorial

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for 
publication. Only the author’s name and the town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted without all of the required information will not 
be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.
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Focus

news@
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• 60 ton Crane
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Log Length Firewood
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
• Hazardous Tree Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Jonathan Pasqule
Arborist on Duty

Jonathan.Pasquale
@gmail.com

Stockbridge Alumni
Brookfield, MA

Insured

JD PASQUALE
TREE 

508-769-5489

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

Stainless Steel Dishwasher 
with 3rd rack  

$699
• 30+ Total Wash Jets for targeted cleaning on every level
• 5 Cycles provide flexibility so you can adapt to each load
• Automatic Door Open Dry System releases water vapor 

after cycle ends for an exceptional dry.
KDTS224SPS

www.StonebridgePress.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

There are few subjects 
capable of revealing the 
fundamental differenc-
es between two people 
quite as efficiently as the 
thermostat.

My wife and I have 
been married for roughly 
three decades. We have 
successfully navigated 

mortgages, children, home repairs, family 
holidays and countless decisions involving 
considerably more money and consequence 
than the temperature inside our house. Yet 
we remain unable to agree on what number 
should appear on that little box on the wall.

This becomes particularly complicated in 
August.

New England summers have a way of 
producing days when the house feels per-
fectly comfortable at breakfast, slightly 
tropical by lunch and suitable for growing 
orchids by late afternoon.

This is when the negotiations begin.
I tend to believe that air conditioning 

should be used with restraint. I am not 
against modern technology. I simply have 
an ingrained suspicion that every degree 
I lower the thermostat causes the electric 
meter outside to spin fast enough to affect 
the Earth’s rotation.

My wife takes a different approach. If 
we own an air conditioner, she reasons, 
perhaps we should occasionally experience 
the benefits of air conditioning. It’s difficult 
to argue with that.

I will walk past the thermostat and notice 
that it has been lowered. I raise it two 
degrees. An hour later, I walk past again. It 
has been lowered. Nobody says anything.

This is important. We are not arguing. 
We are participating in a silent competition 
involving climate control. Eventually, one 
of us breaks the silence.

“Did you change the thermostat?”
“No.”
This answer is technically incorrect but 

strategically useful. Then comes the inevi-
table question.

“Why is it 74?”
I explain that 74 is a perfectly reasonable 

indoor temperature.
Apparently, it is not.
The funny thing is that nobody ever 

agrees on what “comfortable” actually 
means. One person says the house is warm. 
Another says it feels fine. Someone opens a 
window. Someone else points out, correctly, 
that opening a window while the air condi-
tioner is running makes absolutely no sense. 
The window gets closed. Ten minutes later, 
somebody turns on a fan.

This raises another question: If the air 
conditioner is running and the ceiling fan 
is running and a portable fan is running, 
at what point are we simply attempting to 
manufacture weather?

I remember growing up without any of 
this. On hot nights, we opened windows. We 
had box fans that sounded like small aircraft 
engines. If it was still hot, we complained 
about it. That was our cooling system.

Nobody checked an app to see what the 
“feels like” temperature was because we 
already knew what it felt like. It felt hot. 
Of course, nostalgia becomes much easier 
when you’re sitting in an air-conditioned 
room.

I have no intention of returning to the 
days of lying awake on an August night 
hoping a breeze might wander through the 
bedroom window sometime before sunrise. 
I’ve become soft. I accept this.

Still, there is something amusing about 
the amount of thought modern households 
devote to achieving the perfect indoor tem-
perature.

We can heat our homes in January and 
cool them in August. We have programma-
ble thermostats, remote controls and fans 
with six speeds.

And yet two adults who have shared a 
house for decades can stand beneath the 
same ceiling and experience entirely differ-
ent climates.

Perhaps that’s the real lesson of marriage.
Compromise is important. Communication 

is essential. And if you quietly change the 
thermostat, always remember what number 
it was on before.

The great household 
thermostat negotiations

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street
Colleen Carney

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Webster First Federal 
Credit Union has announced 
the promotion of Colleen 
Carney to Chief Risk 
Officer. The appointment 
reflects the growing impor-
tance of risk management 
within the credit union and 
recognizes Carney’s leader-
ship in supporting Webster 
First’s continued success.

“Colleen brings a strong 
and well-rounded back-
ground in banking, oper-
ations, finance, revenue 
management, and risk man-
agement,” said President 
and CEO John Thomasian, 
“As Webster First contin-
ues to demonstrate strong 
performance and sustained 
growth, the importance of a 
comprehensive and proac-
tive risk management func-
tion has never been greater. 
I am confident that Colleen 
will excel in this important 
leadership role.”

Before joining Webster 

First, she spent 10 years at 
Flagship Bank in Worcester. 
She earned a B.S. in 
Business Administration, 
magna cum laude, from 
Worcester State University.

Carney joined Webster 
First in October 2007 
as Spencer Branch 
Manager. During her ten-
ure, she earned an M.S. 
in Management from 
Worcester State University 
and later transitioned to the 
Accounting Department as 
Assistant Vice President of 
Risk Management in July 
2018. She was promoted to 
Vice President of Revenue 
in October 2020, and in 
January 2024 assumed 
responsibility for risk man-
agement as Vice President 
of Risk and Revenue. In 
this role, she expanded 
and strengthened the cred-
it union’s risk manage-
ment function, enhanced 
the work of the Risk 
Committee, and helped 
ensure that risks across the 
organization are appropri-
ately assessed, evaluated, 
mitigated, and managed. 
She is currently pursuing 
an M.S. in Enterprise Risk 
Management at Boston 
University.

Carney said “I am hon-

ored to step into the newly 
created role of Chief Risk 
Officer and grateful for 
the opportunity to help 
shape this important func-
tion for the credit union. 
Establishing this position 
reflects our continued com-
mitment to strong gover-
nance, thoughtful risk man-
agement, and long-term 
organizational strength. 
I look forward to work-
ing collaboratively across 
the organization to protect 
and support our members, 
employees, and commu-
nity while helping guide 
sound decision-making and 
responsible growth.”

About Webster First 
Federal Credit Union 
Webster First Federal Credit 
Union ranks among the 
largest credit unions oper-
ating in Massachusetts. 
Since its founding in 1928, 
Webster First has grown 
its operations, services, 
and membership to serve 
four counties across the 
state, Worcester, Essex, 
Middlesex, and Suffolk 
with branches throughout. 
For more information, visit 
websterfirst.com.

Webster First Federal Credit Union promotes 
Colleen Carney to Chief Risk Officer

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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WARE —  The eighth annual juried 
Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition opens on 
Saturday, Aug. 22 with a reception from 
1-4pm. Awards will be announced at 3 
p.m., including a $1,000 prize for Best in 
Show. This annual exhibition of realism is 
held in the unique Urban Hall gallery (for-
merly Grand Hall gallery) of Workshop13, 
a non-profit cultural arts and learning center 
located at 13 Church St. in Ware. Located 
on the second floor of Workshop13’s reno-
vated church building, the newly renamed 
Urban Hall is now accessible by vertical 
chair lift. 

The Eighth Annual Northeast Fine Arts 
Exhibition will be on display from Aug. 
22 to Sept. 6, and can be visited on Fridays 
from 4-7 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays 
from 1-4 p.m. This year’s exhibition gath-
ers dozens of breathtaking works by artists 
throughout the northeastern U.S, including 
sculptures, paintings, drawings, and mixed 
media works.

The juror for the eighth annual NEFAE 
is Scott Prior. Scott Prior lives and works 
in Northampton, Massachusetts, where he 
has been a resident since 1971. Born in 
Exeter, New Hampshire, he received a 

BFA in printmaking from the University 
of Massachusetts in 1971. He has art-
work in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, 
the DeCordova Museum, the Danforth 
Museum, the New Britain Museum of 
American Art, the Rose Art Museum and 
other major public and private collections. 
He has shown extensively in one-person 
and group shows in the United States and 
abroad. In 2001 he had a mid-career retro-
spective at the DeCordova Museum. Scott 
Prior is represented by the Alpha Gallery 

in Boston and William Baczek Fine Arts in 
Northampton.

About Workshop13
Workshop13 is a dynamic center where 

arts, culture, and community converge—
expanding access to the arts and nurturing 
creativity and self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more information, visit work-
shop13.org, or call 413-277-6072.

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 8/21 & SATURDAY 8/22

WHOLE BELLY 
CLAMS 
AFTER 5PM

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 8/17/26 was $4.49 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

AUGUST SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Sausage 
 Pizza 

Sm. $7.99 
Lg. $10.99

Cheeseburger
Sub 

Sm. 8” $6.49 
Lg. 12” $7.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Tickets can be 
purchased on-line 

or by calling
(508)867-2345

HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS  
Thursdays-  Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 • Fridays-  Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

Lobster Feast • sunday, september 13• 12:30
Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers  • Cauldron Clam Fritters

In the Barn: Starter  • Fresh Damariscotta Steamers  
• Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits

What You’re Really Here For…Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobster , 
Howe’s Farm Corn on the Cob •Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert

SEND 
SUMMER 
OUT WITH 
A BANG! 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

New 
Summer 

Menu 
& Hours 

(11-9)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY
 FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

2025

2025

Half Priced Apps 
Tues-Friday from 2-5pm
New Summer Mocktail Menu 

Wing Wednesday 
Aug 26

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Community 
    Connection

Burdett’s 
Trash 

Pickup 
LLC

“Why pay more it’s only trash” 
508-612-8093 

burdettstrashpickupllc.com
Family owned/operated 
servicing our community

 for 15+ years - 
Spencer, Leicester,
 Ware, Warren and

 all of the Brookfields. 

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

AUGUST SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Sausage 
 Pizza 

Sm. $7.99 
Lg. $10.99

Cheeseburger
Sub 

Sm. 8” $6.49 
Lg. 12” $7.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Courtesy

“Cabin at Sunset” by Scott Prior, juror for the eighth annual NEFAE.

Workshop13 presents Eighth Annual Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition
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FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

WARE — Workshop13’s 
ArtWorks Gallery in Ware 
presents a photography 
exhibition called “Through 
the Lens: Presence and 
Absence.” This exhibi-
tion explores the relation-
ship between visibility and 
implication—spaces that 
suggest human presence, 
objects that stand in for 
memory, or scenes where 
absence speaks as strong-
ly as presence.  ArtWorks 
Gallery is located at 69 
Main St. in Ware. 

“Through the Lens: 
Presence and Absence” is 
on display through Sept. 13. 
Gallery hours are Saturdays 
and Sundays from 1-4pm. 
For those who cannot attend 
the show in person, a virtu-
al gallery is available for 
viewing at workshop13.org.

Fine art photographer 
James Gehrt served as the 
juror for this exhibition. 
Stephen Johnas was award-
ed Best in Show for the 
striking black and white 
photograph, “The Second 
Story of Hope.” Vern 
Mcclish’s “Abandoned 

Machine Shop” was award-
ed Best Color and Joanne 
Holtje’s “Ferry” was award-
ed Best Black and White. 

The Honorable Mention 
for Color went to Damien 
O’Halloran’s “You and 
Me,” and the Honorable 

Mention for Black and 
White went to Bora Pina’s 
Source of Truth. Each of 
these photographers and 

their works will be spot-
lighted on Workshop13’s 
social media pages as well 
as in their weekly news-

letter.
ArtWorks Gallery has two 

calls for art currently open. 
The Unexpected Portrait 
closes its call for unique 
portraits in almost any medi-
um at midnight on Aug. 
20. “Americana: Pictures of 
Our Community” is accept-
ing photos from residents 
of Ware and surrounding 
areas through Oct. 11. Visit 
workshop13.org for more 
information.

About ArtWorks Gallery 
and Workshop13

ArtWorks Gallery is 
Workshop13’s gallery on 
Main Street. This space 
features numerous art exhi-
bitions each year and is 
also available to rent for 
individual or group shows. 
Workshop13 is a dynamic 
center where arts, culture, 
and community converge—
expanding access to the arts 
and nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more informa-
tion, visit workshop13.org, 
or call 413-277-6072.

Courtesy

“The Second Story of Hope” by Stephen Johnas.

ArtWorks Gallery welcomes you to view 
“Through the Lens”

LEICESTER —  Leicester Public 
Schools participates in the National School 
Lunch Program and the School Breakfast 
Program. As part of this program, all 
schools offer healthy meals every school 
day at NO COST to the students due 
to the implementation of the Community 
Eligibility Provision for school year 2026-
2027. Students receive breakfast and lunch 
at school without having to pay a fee or 
submit a household application.

Non-Discrimination Statement:
In accordance with federal civil rights 

law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and pol-
icies, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex (including gender 
identity and sexual orientation), disabili-
ty, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity. Program information 
may be made available in languages other 
than English. Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means of communica-
tion to obtain program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language), should contact the respon-
sible state or local agency that administers 
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination 
complaint, a Complainant should com-
plete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which can 
be obtained online at: https://www.usda.
gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-
OASCR%20P-

Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-
17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, 
by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a 
letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, 
telephone number, and a written descrip-
tion of the alleged discriminatory action 
in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about 
the nature and date of an alleged civil rights 
violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 
letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider.

Leicester Public Schools offers 
meals at no cost for students

SPENCER —  Girls entering grades 
Kindergarten and 1 in the fall are invit-
ed to join Troop 65501.The troop meets 
in  Spencer every other Sunday, 4:30-5:45 
p.m. Girl membership registration fee is 
$111, and is active until September 30, 
2027. Financial Assistance is available.  

 
Girl Scouts is the premier organization 

for girls to learn about leadership, financial 
literacy, life skills,  the outdoors, commu-
nity service, science and technology. Girl 
Scout programming is customizable for 
all types of learners! Previous Girl Scout 
experience is not necessary. 

 
You can register for a spot in the troop 

at  https://go.gscwm.org/troop65501. 
Questions? E-mail info@gscwm.org or call 

508-365-0115.
            
About Girl Scouts of Central and Western 

Massachusetts 
 Girl Scouts of Central and Western 

Massachusetts serves nearly 6,000 girls 
in grades K through 12 with the strong 
support of over 2,500 adult volunteers in 
186 towns and cities in central and western 
Massachusetts. The Girl Scout program 
allows girls to discover the fun, friend-
ship, and power of girls together while 
building their personal leadership qualities. 
GSCWM supports girls by giving them 
extraordinary opportunities to explore, 
experience, and learn about their world 
and helps girls recognize that they are vital 
members of their communities.

Girl Scout Troop welcomes 
new members
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

TOWN OF SPENCER
Hybrid Public Hearing – Monday, 

August 31, 2026 at 6:00 PM
Spencer Town Hall – 157 Main Street

McCourt Social Hall 
Spencer, MA 01562

Join Go To Meeting  
h t t p s : / / w w w . g o t o m e e t . m e /
TownofSpencerMA/boardofselectmen 
Join by Phone
1-866-899-4679, access code: 479-
429-349
Spencer FY22/23 CDBG Performance 
Hearing 
The Spencer Board of Selectmen, in 
association with the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission, will conduct a 
Public Hearing on Monday, August 
31st, 2026, starting at 6:00 pm. The 
hearing will be conducted in a hybrid 
format, and interested parties may 
attend in person at the Spencer Town 
Hall or join via the Go To Meeting link 
or phone number provided above. 
The hearing will review the FY22/23 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) awarded to the Town of 
Spencer through funding provided by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and awarded by 
the Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Communities. 
The funding provided is supporting 
infrastructure improvements on Valley 
and Mill Streets. Construction is cur-
rently underway and includes sewer 
main lining, street drainage improve-
ments, sidewalk construction, and the 
repaving of both streets. 
All people with questions or comments 
will have an opportunity to be heard. 
The Spencer Town Hall is handicapped 
accessible and interested parties are 
also encouraged to participate via the 
web address or phone number provid-
ed above. Written comments will be 

received by the Planning Commission 
on behalf of the Town through August 
31st at 2:00 PM. Written comments will 
be read aloud during the hearing. For 
further information or to submit a written 
comment, contact Erica Johnson at the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
at (413) 781-6045 or ejohnson@pvpc.
org.  
August 21, 2026

At the Zoning Board of Appeals pub-
lic meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
September 08, 2026, in the McCourt 
Social Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 
157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, a 
public hearing will be held on the 
following items starting at 7:00 p.m. 
or as soon thereafter as can be 
heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Variance Finding– Applicant/ Owner: 
Warren and Roberta Monette: 
Location Lot 32, Bond Street, 
Spencer Assessor’s Map R35-32. 
The applicant is seeking a Variance 
under Sections 5.1 (Table of Area 
Requirements) and 7.3 (Variance 
Requirements) of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw, the current Zoning 
requirements for RR frontage is 200’ 
and the lot only has 51.3 feet of 
frontage, the applicant would like 
to build a new single-family home 
with a three-car garage, and septic 
system. The property is in the Rural 
Residential (RR) district.
August 21, 2026
August 28, 2026

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
OXFORD ROCHDALE SEWER 

DISTRICT
The Board of Sewer Commissioner’s 
request sealed bids for Pre-Engineered 

Metal Building, Site Work, Concrete & 
Forms; Contract 2026-4. 
Documents may be only be obtained by 
emailing a request to garystine6641@
yahoo.com or by calling 413-896-
7797 between 9 A.M. and 2 P.M. after 
Monday August 11, 2026.
Only electronic copies of documents 
are available for the project.
Estimated Project Construction Cost: 
$335,000.00
Interested vendors must submit bids 
in sealed envelopes on the project Bid 
Documents to the Oxford Rochdale 
Sewer District PO Box 246 Rochdale 
MA 01542. 
Oxford Rochdale Sewer District will 
receive bids at 28 Comins Road 
North Oxford, MA 01524 until 2 P.M. 
Wednesday September 2, 2026 at 
which time bid documents will be 
publicly opened and read.  Documents 
will be opened and recorded for each 
bidder.
 The Board of Sewer Commissioners 
reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids deemed not in the best interest of 
the Oxford Rochdale Sewer District.
Attention of Bidders is called 
particularly to the requirements as to 
the conditions of employment to be 
observed and minimum rates to be 
paid under the Contract. 
Board of Sewer Commissioners
Oxford Rochdale Sewer District
August 14, 2026
August 21, 2026

The Brookfield Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a Public Hearing at 
6:05 p.m., Wednesday, August 26, 
2026, at the Brookfield Town Hall locat-
ed at 6 Central Street.
The purpose of this hearing is to 
consider a request from Jack Fisher 
to get approval for an addition of a 

screen porch located at 4 Martin Road 
in Brookfield.  This requires a vari-
ance as per Section 7) Dimensional 
Requirements, Sub-section C) 
Dimensional Regulation Table of 
the Zoning By-Law for the Town of 
Brookfield. The property is located in 
the Rural Residential District.
Holly J. Chisholm- Clerk
August 14, 2026
August 21, 2026

At the Zoning Board of 
Appeals public meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, 
September 08, 2026, in 
the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a 
public hearing will be held on 
the following items starting 
at 7:00 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard: 

Notice of Public Hearing – 
Spencer Zoning Board of 

Appeals
Variance Finding– Applicant: 
Prestige Capital Group, 
Owner: 1 Meadow Road LLC: 
Location: 1 Meadow Road, 
Spencer Assessor’s Map U11-
7-0. The applicant is seeking a 
Variance under Sections 5.2.5 
(Structures permitted within 
setbacks) and 7.3 (Variance 
Requirements). Upgraded and 
relocated vacuum units at the 
Car Wash facility within front 
setbacks. The property is in 
the Commercial (C) district. 
August 21, 2026
August 28, 2026

LEGALS

W E S T 
B R O O K F I E L D - 
Paula Amie (Fortin) 
St.John,62, of West 
Brookfield, passed 
away at home on 
Sunday, August 9,2026 
surrounded by her lov-
ing family after a very 

long battle with Alzheimer’s. Paula was 
the daughter of the late Paul and Eleanor 
(Benoit) Fortin.

She leaves her loving husband of 41 
years and dedicated caretaker, Gerald 
St.John; her daughter, light of her life, and 
best friend Gillian (St.John) Roy of West 
Brookfield & her husband Josh, along with 
her grandsons Benjamin and Bryson, who 
were her pride and joy. She was the best 
Auntie to Brandon, Brett, Jamie, Tyler, 
Allissa, Evan and Jenna; her great nieces 
and nephews Bailey, Callan, Luca and Isla 
and of course, all of the daycare children 
she spent time with daily. 

She leaves her two sisters, Pamela Wade 
(her identical twin) & her husband Mike 
and Angie Goldsmith who were her best 
friends. Paula also leaves two brothers 
Mike and Raymond. She was predeceased 
by her brothers Paul Jr. and Ernest.

She was the beloved mother of many 
fur babies throughout the years and most 
recently she loved Muck and Myer who 
stayed close by her side especially during 
hospice. Paula loved to reminisce about 
her times as Gillian’s basketball coach. She 
took pride in helping the children of North 
Brookfield, especially during her time 
as the President of the North Brookfield 

Sports Booster Club, and she ran every day 
for 20 years with her sister Pam.

Paula was a graduate of NBHS Class 
of 1981 and earned her business degree 
at QCC. Her first joy was “Gerry’s 
Restaurant” which she and her husband 
owned. Paula then worked her entire career 
at North Brookfield Savings Bank. She 
quickly was promoted from Head Teller to 
Manager and Officer. She had the fondest 
memories of all her coworkers and cus-
tomers.

Paula was dedicated member of St. 
Joseph’s parish her whole life with special 
memories of being God mother to her niec-
es and nephews, volunteering for all events 
especially the annual barbecue and provid-
ing food to the bereavement committee. 
Anyone that knew her knew she loved 
her family most of all, the beach, Disney, 
floating in the pool, and all of the summer 
trips she shared with Gerry to Florida and 
Sanibel.

A special thank you to all the angels that 
took such good care of Paula, especial-
ly Haley, Kiely, and her life-long friend 
Mary-Jane.

The funeral for Paula was held on Friday, 
August 14,2026 with a Memorial Mass at 
11:00AM in St. Joseph’s Church 296 N. 
Main St. North Brookfield. Burial will be 
private. In lieu of flowers Gerald would 
like donations to be made to the American 
Legion Post 41 163 North Main St. North 
Brookfield MA 01535.

Arrangements are under the care of 
Pillsbury Funeral Home 44 Gilbert St 
North Brookfield

Paula Amie (Fortin) St.John,62
OBITUARIES department. These requests 

were a direct result of a 
previous annual town meet-
ing vote that changed to the 
structure of the department.

The first motion trans-
ferred $8,6769 from the 
Fire Department Assistant 
Chief salary account to the 

Fire Department Chief sal-
ary account for the purpose 
of funding the fire chief sal-
ary line item for fiscal year 
2027. Three other similar 
motions were also approved: 
transferring $6,443.64 from 
the Fire Department Deputy 
Chief salary account to 
the Fire Department Chief 
salary account, $1,782.54 
from the Safety Inspector 
salary account to the Fire 

Department Chief sala-
ry account, and $4,625.01 
from the Fire Department 
Assistant Chief sala-
ry account to the Fire 
Department salary account.

The final article trans-
ferred $21,200 from the 
Police Department Office 
Expense account to play for 
electricity expenses.

FUNDS
continued from page  A1

SPENCER —  The Gaudette Kirk Post 
138 American Legion Spencer invites 
golfers, sponsors, and community mem-
bers to participate in its Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament on Saturday, Sept. 26, at 
Heritage Country Club. This annual event 
combines a day of golf, fellowship, and 
giving back, with all proceeds supporting 
veterans in need.

The mission of the Gaudette Kirk Post 
138 Charity Golf Tournament is to help 
veterans by preventing hunger, homeless-
ness, and the lack of life’s basic necessi-
ties. Funds raised through the tournament 
provide direct assistance to local veterans 
and their families, ensuring those who have 
served our country receive support during 
difficult times.

Golfers of all skill levels are welcome 
to participate in the 18-hole scramble. The 
tournament fee is $115 per golfer, which 
includes 18 holes of golf with a cart, a light 
lunch at Heritage Country Club, and dinner 
at the Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American 

Legion following the tournament. The day 
will also feature on-course contests, raffles, 
prizes, and awards.

Businesses and organizations are encour-
aged to become sponsors, while individuals 
and foursomes are invited to register early 
and help make a difference in the lives of 
local veterans.

For registration, sponsorship opportu-
nities, or additional information, please 
contact Carol by phone at 774-454-0366 or 
e-mail post138spencerma@gmail.com.

About Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American 
Legion

Gaudette Kirk Post 138 American Legion 
is committed to serving veterans, support-
ing military families, promoting patriotism, 
and strengthening the local community. 
Through its annual charity golf tourna-
ment and other fundraising efforts, the 
Post provides direct assistance to veterans 
by helping prevent hunger, homelessness, 
and the lack of basic necessities, honoring 
the service and sacrifice of those who have 
served our nation.

Spencer American Legion 
Charity Golf Tournament 

set for Sept. 26 

Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee plans second 
annual potluck barbecue

LEICESTER — The Leicester 
Democratic Town Committee is invit-
ing Democrats from across Central 
Massachusetts to gather for an afternoon 
of food, conversation, and community at its 
second annual Potluck BBQ.

The event is designed to bring togeth-
er local residents and party members to 
reconnect with friends, meet new people, 
exchange ideas, and strengthen relation-
ships ahead of the upcoming election sea-
son.

Organizers encourage attendees to bring 
a favorite dish to share while enjoying an 
informal afternoon focused on fellowship 
and civic engagement.

“Come together with Democratic friends 
from across Central Massachusetts for an 
afternoon of great food, laughter, and mean-

ingful conversation,” organizers said in 
the event announcement. “It’s a chance to 
reconnect with old friends, make new ones, 
share ideas, and strengthen the relationships 
that will help us work together during the 
upcoming election season.”

Participants are asked to bring a pot-
luck item and are encouraged to RSVP by 
Sunday, Aug. 16. Registration is required, 
as the event location will only be provided 
to those who register in advance.

Organizers said they hope attendees will 
leave with new connections, fresh ideas, 
and renewed enthusiasm for the months 
ahead.

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit the Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee’s Web site, ldtcmass.org.
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&Home 
 AutoSummerSummer

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

774-241-0216
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 • email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported the following 

arrests during the week of Aug. 5-11.
Cyrus W. Louis, age 44, of Worcester was arrested on 

Aug. 5 for Possession of a Class B Drug, Disturbing the 
Peace, and Disorderly Conduct.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported the following 

arrests during the week of Aug. 6-12.
Eamonn Elisha Bard, age 50, of Worcester was arrested 

on Aug. 7 for an RO Violation.
An individual whose identity has been withheld from 

publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 
10 for operating an Uninsured and Unregistered Motor 
Vehicle.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from 
publication received a summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 12 
for Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of registra-
tion and operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
— Local poets, readers and 
lovers of the written word 
will have a new opportu-
nity to share their favorites 

when the Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library hosts “One 
Poem,” an open poetry 
reading series beginning in 
September.

The program is designed 
to provide a welcoming 
venue for writers to share 
their own poetry while 
introducing participants to 
the work of other published 
poets.

For each original poem 
a participant reads, orga-
nizers ask that the reader 

complement it with a poem 
by an established, published 
writer. Selections can range 
widely, from Shakespeare 
and Anne Bradstreet to 
Charles Bukowski, William 
Butler Yeats, Rumi, 
Adrienne Rich and contem-
porary poets.

Participants do not need to 

be poets themselves. Those 
without original work are 
welcome to read favorite 
poems by published writers, 
while community members 
who would rather listen 
are equally encouraged to 
attend.

Readings will take place 
in round-robin fashion, with 
participants sharing no more 
than two poems during each 
turn. The number of oppor-
tunities each person has 
to read will depend upon 
attendance. Organizers ask 
participants to avoid partic-
ularly lengthy selections so 
everyone has an opportuni-
ty to take part.

The series is intended to 
foster a creative community 
of writers and readers while 
exposing participants to 

poets and styles they might 
not otherwise encounter.

“One Poem” will run 
from September through 
May, generally on the third 
Thursday of each month 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Some dates 
may be adjusted because of 
holidays.

Programs will be held in 
the upstairs meeting room 
at the Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library on Main 
Street in West Brookfield. 
The meeting room is acces-
sible by elevator.

The series is open to 
the Central Massachusetts 
community.

“Come: read, listen, 
learn, savor,” organizers 
invite participants.

Registration open 
for Brookfields 
Lions Club Golf 

Tournament
NORTH BROOKFIELD — Registration is now open 

for the 2026 Brookfields Lions Club golf tournament, 
according to event chair, Marc Kokansky.

The annual event is taking place on Saturday, Aug. 22 at 
the Quail Hollow Country Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Rd., 
Oakham. The four-person scramble tournament begins 
with registration at 12 p.m., followed by a 1 p.m. shotgun 
start.

The entry fee is $100 per golfer, which includes 18 holes 
of golf, cart, skins competition, closest-to-the-pin contests, 
and a meal following the tournament at Quail Hollow 
Country Club. 

Proceeds from the tournament will benefit the Brookfields 
Lions Club’s charitable programs and community service 
projects throughout the area. Through fundraising events 
such as this tournament, the club supports local organiza-
tions and individuals while carrying out the Lions’ mission 
of serving those in need.

To register a team or obtain additional information, con-
tact Marc Kokansky at 508-847-9843. Registration is open 
now through August 15.

As the world’s largest, youngest and most active service 
organization, the mission of Lions Clubs International is 
to empower volunteers to serve their communities, meet 
humanitarian needs, encourage peace, and promote inter-
national understanding. Members of the Brookfields Lions 
Club are dedicated to service and support in the communi-
ties of Brookfield, East Brookfield, North Brookfield, West 
Brookfield, and New Braintree.

 

Open poetry reading series coming 
to Merriam-Gilbert Library

Spencer Sunoco 
to host ‘Spencer’s 

Bravest Family 
Fun Day’

SPENCER —  Spencer Sunoco will bring residents 
together later this month for an afternoon of food, games 
and family activities while raising money to support local 
first responders.

“Spencer’s Bravest Family Fun Day” will be held Sunday, 
Aug. 30, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Spencer Sunoco, 73 W. 
Main St.

Organizers are inviting families, friends and neighbors 
to attend the community fundraiser, with 100 percent of 
proceeds slated to support Spencer firefighters and police 
officers.

The event will feature hamburgers and hot dogs, along 
with a lemonade stand. Activities for children and families 
will include face painting, temporary tattoos and games.

Local vendors will also participate throughout the day, and 
visitors will have opportunities to enter raffles.

The event is intended to provide residents with a fun 
end-of-summer gathering while showing appreciation for 
the firefighters and police officers who serve the Spencer 
community.

Organizers are encouraging residents to bring family 
members, friends and neighbors and spend part of the day 
supporting the fundraiser.

“Together we can make a big difference,” organizers said 
in announcing the event.

Spencer Sunoco is located at 73 W. Main St. The Family 
Fun Day runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 30.
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774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Heather 
Bouchard of 

West Brookfield 
earns University 

of Nebraska-
Lincoln degree

LINCOLN, Neb. — Heather C. Bouchard of West 
Brookfield was among 595 graduates who received degrees 
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln during a com-
bined graduate and undergraduate commencement ceremo-
ny Aug. 15 at Pinnacle Bank Arena.

Bouchard earned a Doctor of Philosophy from the Office 
of Graduate Studies. 

The graduates are from 42 countries; 40 U.S. states and 
Puerto Rico; and 55 Nebraska communities.

For the full list of August graduates, visit https://go.unl.
edu/grads-aug26.

Spencer Town 
Moderator launch-
es new community 

television show, 
“The Brewster 

Call”
SPENCER — Jason Brewster, the newly elected Town 

Moderator of Spencer, is announcing the launch of  “The 
Brewster Call,” a new community television show on 
Spencer Cable Access, Channel 192.

The show airs Fridays from 6 to 6:30 p.m. and focuses on 
informed civic participation and respectful dialogue.

Special thanks to Spencer Cable Access for making this 
program possible and for its continued commitment to local 
programming and community engagement.

“The Brewster Call” is produced by Jason Brewster in 
his capacity as a private citizen. The views expressed are 
his own and should not be construed as official statements 
or positions of the Spencer Town Moderator or the Town 
of Spencer.

For questions or episode suggestions, email thebrewster-
call@gmail.com.

Spencer announces 
early voting schedule

 for state primary
SPENCER — The Town of Spencer has announced its 

in-person early voting schedule ahead of the Massachusetts 
state primary on Tuesday, Sept. 1.

Early voting will be held at Spencer Town Hall beginning 
Saturday, Aug. 22, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. That date is also 
the final day to register to vote in the state primary.

Additional early voting hours will be offered Monday, 
Aug. 24, through Wednesday, Aug. 26, from 7:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Early voting will conclude Thursday, Aug. 27, 
with voting available from 7:30 a.m. to noon.

The state primary will be held Tuesday, Sept. 1. Polls will 
be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Residents planning to participate are encouraged to take 
note of the registration deadline and early voting hours 
when making their voting plans.

Vendors wanted 
for flea market 

on W. Brookfield 
Common 

WEST BROOKFIELD —  The First Congregational 
Church 36 N. Main St., W. Brookfield, UCC has been 
hosting their Flea Market on the town Common for more 
than 50 years. This year the Flea Market will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (vendor check-in 
6:30 - 8:30 a.m.). 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, antique 
dealers, crafters, product vendors, and those emptying out 
basements and attics!  No food vendors, please. Spaces are 
available for $40 for a 20-by-20-foot grassy spot. Vendors 
must bring their own tables and tents. The church will 
sponsor a food tent with grilled food, cold drinks and sweet 
treats. Email to  fccofwbfleamarket@gmail.com  for an 
application or call Karen at 508-801-7692.

Mark your calendars; the tradition continues!

Knights of 
Columbus plans 
walk, Mass at 

Nazareth Grotto
LEICESTER — The Knights of Columbus will hold a 

walk to the Nazareth Grotto followed by a special Mass on 
Sunday, Aug. 30.

Participants are invited to meet at noon at the Knights 
of Columbus council building, 91 Manville St., Leicester. 
Those attending may walk to the grotto with the group or 
drive separately and park at the grotto.

Bishop Robert J. McManus will celebrate Mass following 
the walk.

After Mass, participants are invited to return to the 
Knights of Columbus building on Manville Street for lunch 
and refreshments.

Community members are welcome to participate in the 
gathering.

WORCESTER —  The 
41st annual Valley 
Friendship Tour drew more 
than 250 participants who 
walked, ran, and rolled 
through the Blackstone 
Valley on June 6 and raised 
nearly $110,000 to bene-
fit  Open Sky Community 
Services, a nonprofit behav-

ioral health and human ser-
vices organization.

  The Valley Friendship 
Tour, which starts and ends 
at Alternatives’ Whitin 
Mill, is Open Sky’s signa-
ture fundraising event for 
the agency’s nearly 150 
programs serving children, 
adults, and families with 

mental health challenges, 
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, sub-
stance use disorders, brain 
injury, homelessness and 
other complex challenges. 
Since it began just over four 
decades ago, the tour has 
raised millions in support of 
individuals and families in 
Central Massachusetts.

  “The Valley Friendship 
Tour is a visual represen-
tation of Open Sky’s mis-
sion – individuals of all 
abilities coming togeth-
er in the community with 
purpose,” said Ken Bates, 
President & CEO of Open 
Sky Community Services. 
“We are grateful to this 
community that has been 
created over the past four 
decades and for its unwav-
ering support of our neigh-
bors throughout Central 
Massachusetts facing com-
plex challenges. Thank you 
to our participants, attend-
ees, sponsors, and staff for 
making this year’s Tour 
another one to remember.”

 Teresa Pitaro, a resident 
of Norwood who has a fam-

ily member served by Open 
Sky, was the top fundraiser 
for the fifth year in a row. 
She raised nearly $7,000 for 
the 2026 Valley Friendship 
Tour.   

 The individual and team 
participants of all ages and 
abilities had the option of 
a 1-mile walk, 5K run or 
walk, or a 30-mile bike 
ride through the Blackstone 
Valley. The all-day event 
featured lunch, live music, 
raffles, and entertain-
ment on the Dennis H. 
Rice Community Plaza at 
Alternatives’ Whitin Mill.

  About Open Sky 
Community Services

 
Open Sky Community 

Services is a 501(c)3 non-
profit agency based in 
Worcester that has been 
helping individuals in our 
community achieve more 
than they imagined possible 
for over 50 years. The agen-
cy provides a wide range of 
services throughout Central 
Massachusetts for children, 
adults and families with 
mental health challenges, 
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, sub-
stance use disorders, brain 
injury, homelessness, and 
other complex challeng-
es. Open Sky Community 
Services has over 1,300 
dedicated employees 
and  nearly 150  programs 
throughout the region, sup-
porting more than 8,000 
individuals annually. Open 
Sky is committed to equi-
ty and belonging, and pro-
motes a trauma-informed, 
whole-person care culture. 
For more information, 
please visit  www.open-
skycs.org.

41st Valley Friendship Tour
 raises nearly $110,000 for 

Open Sky Community Services

Lorie Martiska (right), Open Sky Executive Vice President and Chief Advancement Officer, poses 
with Teresa Pitaro, the 2026 Valley Friendship Tour top fundraiser.  Pitaro, of Norwood, has been 
the top fundraiser for five years in a row and she raised nearly $7,000 for this year’s community 
event.

Courtesy

Worcester-based nonprofit Open Sky Community Services 
brought together over 250 participants for its 41st annual Valley 
Friendship Tour fundraiser.   The community event, for all ages 
and abilities, was held on June 6 in Whitinsville to support Open 
Sky’s programs throughout Central Massachusetts.

Bay Path Continuing 
Education’s fall catalog 

available
CHARLTON — We are excited to announce that the Fall 2026 catalog is now available 

at www.baypath.net/bpce. There is something for everyone, featuring offerings in trades 
exam preparations, continuing education, professional development, health & wellness, art, 
food & entertaining, financial wellness, and much more. 

Here are some of the new classes available:
Basket Weaving
Breadmaking and more
Gluten-Free Pasta Making
Japanese Ikebana Flower Design
Professional Writing
Tai Chi
and more
Additionally, we have returning favorites including:
Line Dancing
Ballroom Dancing
Stained Glass Making
Bob Ross Art Classes
Yoga for All
Classes for Two People to Take Together
Registration Opens on July 20 – Make sure to sign up early for the classes that catch your 

interest so you don’t miss this opportunity! You can reach us at www.baypath.net/bpce or 
call 508-248-5971, ext. 1715. Bay Path has been providing engaging adult continuing 
education classes for the past 30 years, conveniently located at 57 Old Muggett Hill Rd., 
Charlton.
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Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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* New 30x50' Split 
Level Home
*3 Full Baths

*Cathedral Ceiling 
Familyroom

*Main Bedroom 
includes

 "Tray Ceiling"
*Office* Game Room

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500

Featured Home- Charlton
Deb Listewnik
508-847-0872 

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*4 Bedrooms *  Custom Gourmet Kitchen w/ Center Island * 4 Baths  
* 24’x24’ Great Room *Meticulously Maintained Grounds with 

Pergola and Koi Pond * Easy Access to Major Highways

30 Knollwood $849,900

CHARLTON 

*2 Acres 
*Hardwood 

Floors
  *Central Air
  * Gas Heat 
*30’ Great 

Room
*Gourmet 

Kitchen
128 Old Southbridge Rd $640,000

DUDLEY- REDUCED $40,000!
NEW CONSTRUCTION

*6 Rooms * Garage
* 3 Bedroom
* 1600 sq. ft. 

*Amazing Waterviews

* 3 Bedroom
 *Wide Pine Floors

 * Garage * 1/2 Acre of 
Meticulous Grounds

Build Your 
Own Dream 

Home!!
Call Jo-Ann or 
Bob for Details

*7 Rooms
 * 2 Baths

 *1500 Sq. Ft.
 *1/2 Acre Lot

*Finished Lower Level
34 Lake Sargent Dr  
$619,900

41 Worcester St.
$449,500 Fabyan Rd. $125,000

1994 Main St.  
$519,000

LEICESTER- 
WATERFRONT!!!

GRAFTON- 
Better than a Condo DUDLEY

5 ACRE LOT
HOLDEN- RANCH

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 3 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 
MLS # 73534271 $649,000 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

60 WAKEFIELD AVE
 RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct 
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real 
estate package combining the financial benefits of 
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium, 
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features 
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with 
a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in 
a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private 
beach and boat dock.  MLS# 73564208   $525,000

Featured New Listing!

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  NEW PRICE $479,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Dudley - 3 Marshall Terrace  
A Contractor’s Opportunity! 
8,000 SF (80’x100’) level lot, 
great location, est. neighbor-
hood, key resources > town 
water & sewer & natural gas in 
street.  By appointment only!

.
MLS No. 73544127 $155,000.

OPEN HOUSE! SATURDAY 11 - 2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & con-
venience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS $999,900.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

Webster- 18 DiDonato Ave 
THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
B L E - O N E - L E V E L - M O V E - I N -
READY-RANCH!  Offers 980 SF+, 2 
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room.  Situated on a 
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage, 
a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
RAGE!  Conveniently located in East 
Village. First Time Offered!
MLS #73534105 $333,000

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

SORRY, SOLD!

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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Leicester Summer 
Concerts come to a 

close with 
rescheduled New 

Grown-Ups 
Band show

LEICESTER — The Leicester Summer Concert Series is 
coming to a close with an extra make up concert on Aug. 26.  

The July 29 and 30 concerts with The New Grown-Ups 
Band were rained out both nights.  It has been rescheduled 
for Aug. 26 at the same time, 6:30-8:30 p.m. This was a 
concert we were all looking forward to and are so happy to 
be able to schedule this make up night! 

The music is a modern twist on American roots music! 
A blend of folk, country blues, Celtic and blue grass into 
a snafu of great contem-
porary acoustic music. This 
seven-piece band of skilled 
musicians have electrical 
rollicking enthusiasm!!  You 
are going to love this band!  
This band of young folks 
are seen at many of the great 
blue grass venues around 
New England for several 
years. now.  

The Aug. 26 concert will 
complete our 36th Summer 
Series here in Leicester on 
the Common.

Leicester 
Women’s Club 
meets Sept. 16

LEICESTER —  The Leicester Women’s Club’s 
September Dinner & Meeting will be Pine Ridge Country 
Club on Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 6 p.m. The event is both 
a social gathering for members, prospective members and 
guests. The dinner, which includes salad, entrée, bread, 
dessert, coffee and tea, is $28, payable at the door. A cash 
bar is available. For reservations, contact Linda Monahan at 
508-330-9250 before Wednesday, Sept. 9.

The Leicester Women’s Club, founded in 1962, is both a 
community service organization and a social club. It is open 
to women who are residents of Leicester and surrounding 
towns. Annual dues are $20, and meetings are monthly from 
September through April. Members hold a basket raffle at 
the Leicester Harvest Fair in September to raise money for 
local scholarships, and a holiday auction in November to 
raise money for local charities. For information about mem-
bership, please call Renee McCue-Hall at 508-892-0186.

East Brookfield 
seeks public input 
for Open Space 
and Recreation 

Plan update
EAST BROOKFIELD — The Town of East Brookfield, 

with assistance from the Central Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 
Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from 
residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a 
survey to share their thoughts on open space, recreational 
opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback 
will help guide the development of the updated plan, which 
is required to maintain the Town’s eligibility for State grant 
funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://
tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies are also available at 
Town Hall, the East Brookfield Public Library, and the 
Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help 
shape the future of East Brookfield’s parks, recreation 
resources, and open spaces.

Local residents 
named to Simmons 

University  
Dean’s List

 
 
BOSTON — Vanessa Sanchez of Spencer 
and Eden Riel of Cherry Valley were 
named to the 2026 spring semester dean’s 
list at Simmons University in Boston. 
 
To qualify for dean’s list status, under-
graduate students must obtain a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher, based 
on 12 or more credit hours of work in 
classes using the letter grade system. 
 
About Simmons University 
Located in the heart of Boston, Simmons 
is a respected private university offering 
nearly 50 majors and programs for under-
graduate women and graduate programs 
open to all on campus, in blended formats 
or entirely online, in nursing and health 
sciences, business, communications, social 
work, public health, library and informa-
tion science, and more. Founded in 1899, 
Simmons inspires a culture of education, 
connection, and action through high-im-
pact learning with engaged faculty, an 
immersive community that forges lifelong 
networks, and career-centered programs 
that accelerate professional success. The 
result is a Simmons experience that pre-
pares graduates to thrive as they launch 
and advance in their careers. For more 
information, please visit    www.simmons.
edu.

Spencer Republican Town 
Committee to hold inaugural 

meeting Aug. 27
SPENCER — The Spencer Republican Town Committee 

will hold its inaugural meeting on Thursday, Aug. 27 at 7 p.m. in 
the event hall at Charlie’s Diner, 5 Meadow Rd., Spencer. 
Spencer Republicans and unenrolled voters are invited and 
encouraged to attend. The meeting will offer residents an 
opportunity to meet the committee, learn about its work, 
and become involved in local civic and political life. 
The committee intends to meet regularly on the final Thursday 

of each month, holidays notwithstanding. 
Any questions can be emailed to  spencer-
marepublicans@gmail.com.DURKIN & SONS

Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SUMMER IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)DEALS  BETTER THAN

the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!

BLOWOUT

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

PEACHES!

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

with this coupon and purchase
Good Tues., Wed., Thurs.
$8.00 minimum purchase

Brookfield 
Orchards

Join Us

Let’s get 
Local

Saturday, August 29 10am-4pm
1 Lincoln Rd., North Brookfield MA 01525

508-867-6858   www.BrookfieldOrchards.com

Supporting Local
 is What this Event is All About!!

Wagon Rides, Face Painting, Corn Hole Games, 
Cider Donuts, Fudge, Family Memories and more!

Live Music from 12 to 4
The East Hill Band

Local Beer & Wine The Local’s Market

20+ Vendors 
Stay Updated 

with Facebook to 
see who else is 
participating!

Local Food Trucks


