
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Dudley Board of  Health 
will once again be examining its body-
works regulations over a year after imple-
menting new standards to better regulate 
activities at these businesses.

In July, Acting Health Agent Tom Purcell 
proposed loosening the regulations which 
he felt were “cumbersome” after working 

with several parties that wanted to bring 
business into town. He examined the 
standards of  several other communities, 
leaning heavily on regulations set by the 
town of  Hanover, to produce more lenient 
regulations that still help accomplish the 
standards the board sought to implement 
in 2024.

“I like the idea of  the organization and 
the application process, and I also like 
the idea of  we want to see drawings and 

blueprints of  what the place is going to 
look like. Reading through it, it’s going to 
give it a more clinical atmosphere than it 
is a luxurious atmosphere,” Purcell told 
the board.

While he didn’t delve into many of  the 
specifics during the Board of  Health’s 
July meeting, Purcell did say the new 
regulations would eliminate “a lot of  sub-
jectivity” from the policies. He said the 
proposal is very close to those adopted in 
Hanover which he felt was a sufficiently 
organized set or regulations and applica-
tion process. Purcell said the new regula-
tions would also be clearer and easier to 
enforce.

Bodyworks regulations became a prima-
ry focus for the Board of  Health in 2024, 
following scrutiny of  such business on the 
national level regarding questionable and 
inappropriate activates and services being 
provided in secret. While cases had not 
been reported in Dudley at the time, one 
problematic business had closed prior to 
the proposal of  new regulations last year. 
The board reexamined its policies at the 
recommendation of  local law enforcement 
and eventually adopted stricter rules in 
the summer of  2024 based heavily on reg-
ulations from the town of  Framingham.

In order to proceed with new regula-
tions, the board must first rescind the 
existing policies but stopped short of  a 
motion in July. The new rules are being 
released for public review before the board 
addresses the revisions again during their 
next meeting on Aug. 19.
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WEBSTER — On Friday, 
June 20, Eric Rudnicki of  
Rudnicki Roofing Corp. com-
pleted the final phase of  the 
roofing project at the Webster 
Veterans Home, located at 4 
Veterans Way in Webster. The 
Town of  Webster inspected 
the completed work, and the 
building reopened the follow-
ing Monday. For safety rea-
sons, the building was closed 
for nine days during the con-
struction period.  

 The Veterans Home, origi-
nally known as Marble House, 
was built in 1870, and was 
owned by the Marble family. 
In 1921, it was donated to the 

town to serve the veteran com-
munity in Webster. The home 
initially housed veteran orga-
nizations of  the Civil War, 
including members of  the 
Grand Army of  the Republic, 
the Sons of  Veterans, and 
a post of  the Veterans of  
Foreign Wars (VFW), along 
with the now-defunct VFW 
Women’s Auxiliary, which 
occupied the second floor of  
the building. Currently, the 
District Veterans Services 
Office, located on the first 
floor, is where Stephen 
Rogerson, District Director 
of  Veterans Services for both 
Webster and Dudley, spends 

most of  his time. Additionally, 
the Veterans Council of  
Webster and Dudley has office 
space in the building, along 
with the Disabled American 
Veterans (DAV) on the first 
floor. The most active opera-
tion at the Veterans Home is 
the Veterans Services Office, 
which is open most of  the 
week, supporting Veterans, 
widows, and their families.

 The veterans of  Webster 
and Dudley sincerely appre-
ciate the professional work-
manship of  Eric Rudnicki 
and his skilled team for 
replacing the aging roof. 
We would also like to thank 

Home Depot for donating all 
the necessary materials for 
this project and extend our 
gratitude to the Ellis “Cappy” 
Bateman Charitable Trust, 
which financed the work. 
Additionally, we acknowledge 
the support of  the local VFW 
post, particularly former 
Commander Dick Norton and 
current Commander Randy 
Snow, who was sworn in this 
past May. It is important to 
note that this project was 
funded entirely without any 
allocation of  taxpayer money 
from the Town of  Webster.

Dudley 
voters to 
consider
 name 

change for 
selectmen
 at Town 
Meeting 

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The town of  Dudley 
will consider whether to rename 
its Board of  Selectmen to a Select 
Board following a growing trend 
of  communities throughout the 
commonwealth changing their 
highest elected body to a more 
gender-neutral title.

Over the last decade, towns and 
cities across the Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts have consid-
ered adopting more gender-neu-
tral labels for their boards. The 
Dudley Board of  Selectmen has 
had several female members 
throughout its history and has 
one female member on its cur-
rent slate. The term “selectman” 
has long been a common label 
for the highest elected boards 
in New England communities, 
but as more and more women 
have come to fill those positions, 
there has been a growing trend of  
adopting new names to represent 
the diversity of  those elected bod-
ies. Dudley is poised to become 
the latest community to consider 
the change, with the Board of  

Courtesy

To celebrate their new co-branded restaurant, Papa Gino’s and D’Angelo’s donated all of their 
sales from July 23 to Webster Public Schools.  Representatives from all three schools received 
$7,166.35 to be split amongst Park Avenue Elementary School, Webster Middle School, and 
Bartlett High School.  Their generous donation will be used for student activities.  

Board of Health to re-examine 
bodyworks regulations 

Dudley 
Conservation 
Land Trust 

acquires 
scenic 

farmland on 
Marsh Road
DUDLEY — The Dudley 

Conservation Land Trust (DCLT) 
is excited to announce that it has 
agreed to purchase 23 acres of  
historic and scenic farmland at 
0 and 90 Marsh Rd. from devel-
oper Conrad Allen. This is a sig-
nificant investment in Dudley’s 
future and in the east Dudley 
wildlife corridor, as it expands 
and enhances the impact of  exist-
ing sanctuaries including Slater 
Woods, Mass Audubon’s Pierpont 
Meadow and newly established 
Oxford Woods, and future DCLT 
land acquisition targets.

DCLT has launched a capital 
campaign to add to the existing 
conservation holdings in this 
area of   Dudley, and is in the pro-
cess of  writing grants to secure 
necessary funding. 

“Opportunities like this do not 
come along very often,” said act-
ing President Liza Moran. “We 
may be able to add almost 100 
acres to the east Dudley conser-
vation footprint, between this 
property on Marsh Road, the 
nearby Tierney land which we 
are working to conserve, and 
others which we are actively 
pursuing. We envision a future 
where people and wildlife will be 
able to traverse Dudley from the 
Charlton line to Oxford without 
leaving a sanctuary!”

The closing date of  the sale 
has not yet been established. Stay 
tuned to updates and other news 
on our Web site, https://dudley-
clt.org.

Roofing project completed 
at Webster Veterans Home

Turn To DUDLEY page     A10



WORCESTER — The vibrant cul-
ture and community spirit of  Central 
Massachusetts were on full display at 
the 22nd Annual Asian Festival, host-
ed by the Southeast Asian Coalition 
of  Central Massachusetts (SEACMA). 
Among the honored attendees was the 
Director of  Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN of  Athol, who 
joined community leaders, families, 
and advocates in celebrating the rich 
cultural heritage and contributions of  
the region’s Asian communities.

The event, held June 22 at the 
Worcester State University Wellness 
Center, featured colorful performances, 
traditional cuisine, cultural exhibits, 
and community outreach activities that 
showcased the diversity and resilience 
of  Southeast Asian communities in the 
region. It served as both a celebration 
and a powerful platform for dialogue 
and unity.

Founded in 1999 

and incorporated in 2001, SEACMA’s 
mission is to envision a community 
where all newly arriving and long-set-
tled immigrants and refugees can thrive, 
actively engage in civic discourse, and 
contribute to Central Massachusetts 
while achieving their full potential. The 
annual festival plays a central role in 
fulfilling that vision—bringing togeth-
er people from all walks of  life to pro-
mote inclusion, education, and mutual 
respect.

The presence of  Dr. Bolandrina as 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy’s 
leadership highlights the growing col-
laboration between local educational 
institutions and community organiza-
tions in promoting access, equity, and 
cultural awareness. Dr. Bolandrina 
expressed appreciation for SEACMA’s 
dedication to uplifting immigrant and 
refugee communities and emphasized 
the importance of  building strong, 
inclusive partnerships to support future 
healthcare professionals and communi-

ty leaders.
“This event is not only a celebra-

tion of  culture but also a reminder 
of  the incredible strength and poten-
tial within our diverse communities,” 
Bolandrinasaid. “Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy is proud to stand 
with SEACMA in supporting pathways 
to education, wellness, and empower-
ment for all.”

As the festival marked its 22nd year, 
SEACMA reaffirmed its commitment 
to creating a welcoming and support-
ive environment for immigrants and 
refugees in Central Massachusetts. The 
continued support from educational, 
civic, and community partners like 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
ensures that the mission of  inclusion 
and empowerment will thrive for years 
to come.

BY HELEN POIRIER
AUBURN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

AUBURN — The horn-
book didn’t make any noise. 
Hornbooks were used from 
the late 1400s to the mid-
1800s and were educational 
tools for children, but most 
children had other uses for 
hornbooks, which meant 
that not many survived 
through the years. The horn-
book had a sheet of  paper 
that was printed on one side 
and pasted to a thin piece 
of  wood in the shape of  a 
paddle with a carved handle 
at one end. The paper was 
protected from damage with 
a clear sheet of  animal horn 
usually held in place with 
a narrow strip of  copper 
tacked onto the board. 

According to an arti-
cle written by Armonee 
Wilkins,” To create the horn 
sheet needed for the book, 
the maker would soak ani-
mal horns in water to soften 
them, then proceed to cut-
ting, flattening, and heating 
the horn to make it mallea-
ble. Finally, the horn was 

pressed and polished into a 
thin, transparent sheet that 
could protect the paper while 
allowing it to be read easily. 
The handle had a small hole 
in it with a string so that the 
hornbook could be carried 
around your wrist or from a 
belt. A girl might have a rib-
bon instead of  a string. This 
also allowed the hornbook 
to be passed down to young-
er brothers and sisters in 
the family. The hornbook 
was only about five inches 
long and three inches wide, 
yet it had the alphabet for 
children to learn in school. 
It showed the letters of  the 
alphabet, with a line sepa-
rating the lower case and 
capital letters and prayers 
for the new readers. This 
practical “book” was used 
for almost 400 years in one-
room schools, private class-
rooms, and homes when 
paper and books were expen-
sive to buy.  

The second week of  the 
Auburn Historical Society 
& Museum Kids’ Summer 
Program the hornbooks 
were made from cardboard 
with a copy of  the alphabet 
on lined paper on one side 
and the sentence, A quick 
brown fox jumps over the 
lazy dog, on the other. Both 
sides were covered with 
clear contact paper so that 
with an erasable marker, 
kids could practice their 
writing.

The next article will give a 
brief  history of  the quill pen. 
This article is made possible 
by the Auburn Historical 
Society & Museum, 41 
South St. The museum is 
open Tuesday and Saturday 
mornings 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., and may be reached at 
auburnmuseum@verizon.
net or 508-832-6856, www.
auburnhistoricalmuseum.
org or follow us on Facebook 
at Auburn Historical.
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 Real estate
AUBURN 

$565,000, 10 Stone St #1, Redding, 
Stephen, and Redding, Marcia C, 
to Cardinal, Keith A, and Cardinal, 
Dayna.

$550,000, 30 Marion Ave, Luby, 
Kathryn E, to Melendez, Christian 
O, and Dagraca, Maxine.

$530,000, 24 Park St, Hilaire Homes 
LLC, to Thompson, Emily.

DUDLEY 
$412,500, 22 Williams St, 

Cousineau, Mitchell B, and Chopp, 
Joni, to Rachid, Kara, and Rachid, 
Mohamed H.

$385,000, 46 Mill Rd, Lachapelle Ft 
2021, and Lachapelle, Pauline L, to 
Derr, Cameron, and Derr, Joanne C.

$87,000, Deary Ln, Wondolowski, 
Laureen A, to Hylka Construction 
Co Inc.

OXFORD
$850,000, 72 Huguenot Rd, Qs 

Lending Two T, and Ross, Steven A, 
to King, Robert J.

$800,000, 72 Huguenot Rd, Nisachan 
Realty LLC, and Qs Lending Two 
T, to Qs Lending Two T, and Ross, 
Steven A.

$464,900, 6 Gannett St, Amadei, 
Jeffrey D, and Amadei, Andrea J, to 
Duquette, Alicia, and Bacon, Luke.

$440,000, 10 Chris Rd, Labrie, Troy, 
to Deanascimento, Raquel S, and 
Donascimento, Sergio F.

$350,000, 26 Huguenot Rd, Morin, 
Cynthia E, to Campbell, Devan A, 
and Rin, Ratneary.

$240,000, 11 Thayer Pond Dr #14, 
Power, Susan M, to Chea, Sokha.

$177,500, 4 Patricia Dr #4, 
Pontbriand Susan M Est, and 
Pontbriand, Troy, to Hutchinson, 
Nason A, and Hutchinson, Michele 
A.

WEBSTER
$410,000, 360 School St, Miller, 

Iwona T, to Seidu, Mumuni.
$340,000, 5 Old Thompson Rd, 

Herman, Gwenn B, to Stanovich, 
Jared.

$204,233, 242 Main St, Joanne J 
Kubicki LLC, to Webster Ventures 
LLC.

$153,087, 151 S Shore Rd, Weeks, 
Don S, to Weeks, Glen A, and 
Michelsen, Sandra.=

AlmAnAc
Open tO clOse

DUDLEY

DuDley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

DuDley Police DeParTmenT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
DuDley Fire DeParTmenT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday ........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

oxForD Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs ......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday ............................ 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday .................................. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

oxForD Police DeParTmenT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

oxForD Fire DeParTmenT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

websTer Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ..................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday ...............8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday .............................. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

websTer Police DeParTmenT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 websTer Fire DeParTmenT (949-3875)

Monday-Friday .....................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday ...............................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

When is a horn not a 
horn? A brief history 

of the Hornbook

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy Director 
attends 22nd Annual Asian Festival hosted by 

Southeast Asian Coalition of Central MA



WORCESTER — When 
Dr. Sandra Laney 
arrived at Quinsigamond 
Community College as a 
student, she had a passion 
for learning but no clear 
path or understanding of  
college. Today, Laney is 
an expert in global health 
science whose work has 
taken her to 52 different 
countries worldwide. She 
has also founded a con-
sulting practice that helps 
maximize the benefits of  
philanthropy. 

“I loved my time at 
QCC,” Laney said. “Not 
having an understand-
ing of  what college was, 
it was a nice entryway. 
It was game-changing in 
taking the next steps in 
my career.”

Laney didn’t come 
from a college-educated 
family. By her own admis-
sion, she had gotten “a 
little sidetracked” in high 
school and carried a lin-
gering fear of  science 
after failing biology, “an 
attitude rather than apti-
tude problem,” according 
to Laney. Initially drawn 
to visual arts at QCC, 
she found herself  need-
ing to complete a science 
requirement to graduate.

When she enrolled in 
a biology for non-majors 
course, Laney experi-
enced a revelation.

“I felt instantly at 
home,” she said. “I’m a 
learner at my core. I’d be 
a student forever if  some-
one would pay me, and 

that’s what science is—
paying you to learn.”

Academic opportuni-
ties

Late QCC professor 
Melvin Shemluck noticed 
Laney’s potential and 
became the mentor who 
would alter her life tra-
jectory.

“Even though I was an 
art student, he explained 
that I could still go on 
and do whatever I want-
ed, including science,” 
Laney said.

Shemluck suggest-
ed Smith College’s Ada 
Comstock Scholars 
Program, a bachelor’s 
program for students 
of  non-traditional col-
lege age. Laney took his 
advice, completing a 
degree in biological sci-
ences. She continued at 
Smith for her master’s 
as well, all while raising 
a family and working to 
support them.

Her academic journey 
continued in Dr. Steven 
A. Williams’ laboratory 
at Smith College. When 
Dr. Reda Ramzy, a col-
laborating professor at 
a sister laboratory in 
Egypt, encouraged her 
to pursue a Ph.D., Laney 
explained she couldn’t 
afford to stop working to 
attend graduate school 
full-time. Understanding 
her constraints, Dr. 
Ramzy arranged for her 
to enroll and expand her 
research through his lab-

oratory. This allowed her 
to maintain her position 
as a research scientist at 
Smith College and par-
ticipate in a collaborative 
research project with Dr. 
Gary Weil at Washington 
University Medical 
School—allowing her to 
earn while she learned. 
She ultimately earned 
her Ph.D. in molecular 
parasitology and zool-
ogy from Ain Shams 
University, with her dis-
sertation now housed in 
the National Library of  
Alexandria.

Working around the 
globe

Laney’s expertise led 
to an advisory position 
with the U.S. Department 
of  State through an 
American Association 
for the Advancement 
of  Science fellowship, 
where scientists and 
policymakers collabo-
rate. She then transi-
tioned to philanthropy 
when she was selected 
as an inaugural fellow 
in the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation Global 
Health program. She also 
held leadership positions 
catalyzing breakthrough 
science with the Walder 
Foundation and Paul 
Allen’s philanthropy at 
Vulcan. Her life’s work 
has taken her around 
the globe working direct-
ly with governments, 
scientists and commu-
nities fighting infec-

tious diseases like Ebola 
and Neglected Tropical 
Diseases.

“Never in a million 
years with my back-
ground did I dream I’d be 
traveling the globe to plac-
es like Papua New Guinea 
and French Polynesia,” 
she shared.

Today, Laney 
runs Strategic Journey 
Lab, Inc., a boutique con-
sulting practice where she 
serves as a philanthropy 
advisor and strategist to 
high-net-wealth individu-
als, foundations, and com-
panies. Her perspective 
encompasses the vantage 
points of  beneficiaries, 
scientific researchers 
and funders. She is also 
part of  P150, an invita-
tion-only group started by 
Schmidt Futures (found-
ed by former Google CEO 
Eric Schmidt) that brings 
together philanthrop-
ic advisors to maximize 
charitable impact world-
wide.

A QCC legacy
In 2013, Laney’s 

achievements and ongo-
ing connection to QCC 
were recognized with a 
Wyvern Guardian Award, 
given to alumni who 
make a difference in their 
communities and beyond. 
Laney’s connection to the 
college continues today, as 
her grandson Jadyn Kiley 
now studies chemistry at 
the same institution that 
launched her career.

Kiley recalled how his 
grandmother encour-
aged family members to 
get as much education 
as possible, but because 
he didn’t get high grades 
in high school, he didn’t 
think college was for him. 
However, after working in 
the food service industry 
for several years, he start-
ed to crave more intellec-
tual stimulation and his 
grandmother’s advice 
took hold.

He enrolled at QCC and, 
similar to Laney, devel-
oped a strong connection 
to his biology professor, 
Dr. Swathi Turlapati, who 
helped ignite his passion 
for science. Subsequently, 

he began to excel academ-
ically. Though he is still 
deciding what direction 
his studies will take, he 
has been enjoying organ-
ic chemistry and has an 
interest in soil science. 
Kiley credits part of  his 
newfound confidence to 
his grandmother’s influ-
ence.

“Any time I have a 
problem or feel like I 
can’t do something, she 
has been so supportive,” 
Kiley said. “She doesn’t 
care what you’re doing, as 
long as you’re doing it to 
your full potential.”

Looking back on 
Laney’s journey from 
uncertain art student to 
global health expert and 
educational advocate, she 
attributes her success to 
people opening doors for 
her and a simple princi-
ple: say yes. 

“I’m very good at say-
ing yes and then working 
hard to make sure I can 
capitalize on the oppor-
tunities in front of  me,” 
Kiley added.
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BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

While Supplies Last

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products During 

the Tax Holiday August 9th 
 When you bring this ad

 See our website
 for a large 
selection!

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends Aug. 16, 2025

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 
Specials

Summer Dinner Series
Lobster Feast- 2 dates added •September 5 and 7

Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers  • Cauldron Clam Fritters
In the Barn: Starter & Salad, Salem Cross Garden Salad 

• Fresh Damariscotta Steamers • Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits
What You’re Really Here For…Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobsters , 

Howe’s Farm Corn on the Cob
Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert

Courtesy

BOOK IN BLOOM WORKSHOP AT 
WEBSTER LIBRARY AUG. 12
Do you love to read? Do you love to arrange flowers? How about combining those 
interests? On Tuesday, Aug. 12 at 6 p.m., the Kelly Library in Webster will hold a workshop 
on how to do a book in bloom in preparation for its Sept. 25 fundraiser Bites, Books, and 
Blooms. The workshop will help floral and reading enthusiasts find a focus that can be 
translated into a floral arrangement. It will include how to do a literal interpretation of 
a  scene, object, or setting, and how to do an abstract interpretation — focusing on 
colors and textures of the flowers. The workshop will include an examination of books in 
bloom based on poems, short stories, novels and nonfiction work that were presented in 
previous Bites Books and Blooms events. Register online at gladyskellylibrary.org.

Frost announces Fiscal Year ‘26 Chapter 90 
funding for the 7th Worcester District

Town FY2026 Chapter 90 Formula FY26 Road Miles Total FY26 Chapter 90 Funding  Comparison to FY25 Chapter 90 Funding
Auburn $ 602,773.75 $ 322,131.94 $ 924,905.69 + $319,879.79
Charlton $ 622,206.32 $ 419,940.30 $ 1,042,146.62 + $421,870.94
Leicester $ 422,336.32 $ 278,258.19 $ 700,594.51 + 278,140.78
Millbury $ 418,604.23 $ 236,375.56 $ 654,979.79 + $235,180.80
Oxford $ 503,405.68 $ 303,525.09 $ 806,930.77 + $303,084.18
H.4307 has advanced to the Senate for its consideration.

BOSTON — State Rep. 
Paul K. Frost (R-Auburn) 
is pleased to announce 
the 7th Worcester 
District is scheduled 
to receive a grand total 
of  $4,129,557.38 in state 
Chapter 90 funding assis-
tance for local transpor-
tation infrastructure as 
part of  a $1.185 billion 
transportation bond bill.

House Bill 4307, An 

Act financing long-term 
improvements to munic-
ipal roads and bridges, 
was given preliminary 
approval by the House of  
Representatives on July 
23, when it was engrossed 
on a vote of  156-0. The 
bond bill still requires 
Senate approval and 
Governor Healey’s signa-
ture before the funding 
can be finalized.

Frost said, “One of  
the biggest issues I hear 
about is concern regard-
ing local roads. This pro-
gram is fundamental in 
improving and maintain-
ing roads and bridges in 
our towns. I have always 
supported more funding 
for local roads as this is 
another important form 
of  local aid.”

Funded annually, the 

Chapter 90 program pro-
vides municipalities with 
reimbursements to aid in 
offsetting costs associat-
ed with local transporta-
tion infrastructure proj-
ects. Communities can 
utilize the funding for the 
construction, repair and 
maintenance of  roads 
and bridges, as well as 
related street lighting, 
traffic signalization and 

sidewalks.
Frost notes that the 

House bill calls for a $300 
million statewide alloca-
tion for the Chapter 90 
program for Fiscal Year 
2026, with $200 million 
to be allocated to cities 
and towns using the tra-
ditional three-prong for-
mula that is based on the 
weighted average of  each 
community’s local road 

mileage (58.33 percent, 
population (20.83 percent) 
and employment (20.83 
percent). The remaining 
$100 million will be allo-
cated based strictly on 
local road mileage.

Under the House bill, 
the towns of  the 7th 
Worcester District are set 
to receive: 

The QCC alum who said yes and never looked back
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The WebsTer Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

Does the
 4 percent 
rule still 

make sense 
for your 

retirement?
 

You may have heard of  the “4 per-
cent rule” when it comes to retirement. 
The idea is simple: After you retire, you 
withdraw 4 percent of  your investment 
portfolio each year. In theory, this helps 
ensure your savings last for your life-
time. While this rule can be a helpful 
starting point, it’s not a one-size-fits-all 
— and it’s definitely not a substitute for 
a plan tailored to your specific needs, 
wants and wishes.

 The truth is, how much to withdraw 
in retirement depends on factors like 
when you retire, if  you’ll work part time, 
how long you expect retirement to last, 
your lifestyle goals, inflation and wheth-
er you want to leave a financial legacy to 
heirs. So, the 4% rule should be viewed 
as more of  a guide than a strict rule.

 Let’s start with age. The 4 percent rule 
is often based on someone retiring at 65 
and expecting to live until about 92. But 
if  you retire earlier, you may want your 
portfolio to stretch further. In that case, 
you might need to start with a lower 
withdrawal rate, maybe closer to 3 per-
cent. And if  you retire later, you might 
safely withdraw a little more — perhaps 
4.5 to 5 percent — depending on your 
financial situation.

 Your retirement lifestyle also plays a 
big role. Are you planning to travel the 
world or spend more time at home? If  
you expect higher spending in the early 
years of  retirement, you may need to 
adjust your withdrawal rate or plan to 
reduce spending later to balance things 
out.

 Your financial flexibility matters too. 
If  you have less wiggle room with your 
expenses, rely heavily on your portfolio 
for income or want to preserve wealth 
for your heirs, a more conservative 
approach might be wise. In this con-
servative scenario, your portfolio with-
drawals may be met from interest and 
dividends. Think of  your withdrawal 
rate as existing on a spectrum from more 
conservative to less conservative, with 
your personal situation determining 
where you land.

 Then there’s inflation. A well-built 
strategy usually includes small annual 
increases in withdrawals to keep up with 
rising costs — about 2.75 percent per 
year. But you don’t need to take a raise 
just because the calendar says so. If  the 
markets have had a tough year or you 
don’t need the extra income, it might be 
smart to skip an increase. Being flexible 
can improve the chances your money 
will last.

 It’s also important to understand 
what’s known as your “portfolio reliance 
rate” — how much of  your retirement 
income comes from your investments 
versus other sources like Social Security 
or pensions. The higher this percentage, 
the more conservative you may want to 
be with withdrawals.

 And don’t forget the IRS. If  you’re 
drawing from a traditional IRA or 401(k), 
you’ll need to take required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) once you reach age 
73. Your RMD for any year is the account 
balance as of  the end of  the prior cal-
endar year divided by a life expectancy 
factor according to the IRS. These RMDs 
need to be accounted for in your strategy.

 The bottom line? The 4 percent rule 
is a useful starting point, but it’s just 
that — a starting point. A good financial 
advisor can help you build a strategy 
that reflects your age, your goals, and 
your full financial picture. By revisiting 
your plan regularly and staying flexible, 
you’ll give yourself  the best shot at turn-
ing your savings into a secure, fulfilling 
retirement. 

Edward Jones, its employees, and 
financial advisors cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult your 
attorney or qualified tax advisor regard-
ing your situation. 

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.  

Keeping the Flavor of 
Vine Ripe Tomatoes

Tomatoes on the vine 
are an irresistible pal-
ate pleaser of  summer-
time.  Gardens burst-
ing with the bright red 
fruit, conjure up visions 
of  fat tomato sandwich-
es, fresh colorful salsa, 
and pots of  thick tomato 
gravy.  There’s no doubt 
about it, delicious, home 
grown tomatoes are plentiful this time 
of  year.  However, no matter how many 
creative dishes you may come up with, 
it can be a challenge to use up a boun-
tiful crop of  tomatoes before they spoil.  

Read on for some ways to keep  just- 
picked tomatoes fresh, and how to prop-
erly freeze them to enjoy the fruits of  
your labor for months to come.

**
To chill or not to chill: My whole 

adult life, I have never put tomatoes 
in the refrigerator, much to the cha-
grin of  well-meaning family and friends 
who will automatically stash the fruit 
(especially when cut) in the fridge for 
me.  That said, I know tomatoes lose 
some flavor when chilled, but never 
really knew why.  Is it just the coldness 
that dulls the flavor or is there more to 
it?

Turns out, the cold air has a negative 
effect on the tomato that goes beyond 
flavor. When stored below 55 degrees 
F, the low temperature damages the 
tomatoes cell membranes and disrupts 
the enzymes responsible for producing 
flavor and smell.  Thus, refrigerated 
tomatoes can not only lose flavor, but 
become mealy or even mushy – to the 
point that even letting them sit in the 
sun won’t bring back the flavor. 

**
Still not convinced tomatoes shouldn’t 

be chilled?  Here’s an excerpt from a 
study that Cornell University did sever-
al years ago:  “After storing whole toma-
toes in the refrigerator for seven days 
(at 39 degrees), tomatoes lost some of  
their supply of  substances that produce 
their characteristic aroma, which is a 
key part of  their flavor. Three days of  
sitting at room temperature didn’t rem-
edy that, and a taste test by 76 people 
confirmed the chilled tomatoes weren’t 
as good as fresh tomatoes.” 

**
So how to store tomatoes at room 

temperature?   I used to put them on the 
windowsill to ripen (OK, I still do).  But 
according to experts you should keep 
them out of  direct sunlight, which 
can adversely affect the ripening pro-
cess.  Instead you can speed up the 
ripening process by placing tomatoes 
in a paper bag with an apple or banana, 
which produce ethylene gas.

Ripe, whole tomatoes should be stored 
stem side down at room temperature.

Cut tomatoes should be stored cut 
side down on a plate, and covered with 
a dish towel or paper towel to prevent 
flies.  

Note: Never wrap cut tomatoes in 
plastic or in a plastic bag, as they can 
get slimy within a few hours.

**
Freezing Tomatoes: If  you’re lucky 

enough to have too many tomatoes to 
use or give away, and don’t have the 
time or tools for canning or dehydrating 
them, freezing tomatoes are a practical 
option. 

Freezing Raw Tomatoes: Despite what 
you might have heard, it is possible to 
quickly freeze raw tomatoes without 
blanching them first. They may be fro-
zen without their skins or frozen whole 
with their skins. Frozen tomatoes are 
best used in cooked foods such as soups, 
sauces and stews as they become mushy 
when they’re thawed. 

Tomatoes should be washed before 
cutting. To wash, wet each tomato with 
water, rub its surface, rinse it with run-
ning water, and dry it with a paper 
towel. After washing, cut away the stem 

scar and surround-
ing area and discard it 
before slicing or chop-
ping the tomato.

Washing tomatoes in 
a sink filled with water 
is not recommended 
since contaminated 
water can be absorbed 
through the fruit’s stem 
scar. The use of  soap or 

detergent is neither recommended nor 
approved for washing fruits and vegeta-
bles because they can absorb detergent 
residues.

Tomatoes may be frozen whole, sliced, 
chopped, or pureed. Additionally, you 
can freeze them raw or cooked, as juice 
or sauce, or prepared in the recipe of  
your choice. Thawed raw tomatoes 
may be used in any cooked-tomato rec-
ipe. Do not try to substituted them for 
fresh tomatoes, however, since freez-
ing causes their texture to become 
mushy. Tomatoes should be seasoned 
just before serving rather than before 
freezing; freezing may either strengthen 
or weaken seasonings such as garlic, 
onion, and herbs.

Preparation. Select firm, ripe toma-
toes for freezing. Sort the tomatoes, dis-
carding any that are spoiled. Wash them 
in clean water as recommended above. 
Dry them by blotting with a clean cloth 
or paper towels.

**
Freezing Whole Tomatoes with 

Peels: Prepare tomatoes as described 
above. Cut away the stem scar. Place the 
tomatoes on cookie sheets and freeze. 
Tomatoes do not need to be blanched 
before freezing. Once frozen, transfer 
the tomatoes from the cookie sheets 
into freezer bags or other containers. 
Seal tightly. To use the frozen tomatoes, 
remove them from the freezer a few at 
a time or all at once. To peel, just run a 
frozen tomato under warm water in the 
kitchen sink. Its skin will slip off  easily. 

**
Freezing Peeled Tomatoes: If  you pre-

fer to freeze peeled tomatoes, you can 
wash the tomatoes and then dip them in 
boiling water for about 1 minute or until 
the skins split. Peel and then freeze as 
noted above.

**
Lifespan: To extend the lifetime of  

frozen tomatoes and all frozen foods it’s 
imperative to maintain good quality by 
packaging foods in material intended 
for freezing and keep the temperature 
of  the freezer at 0 degrees F or below. It 
is generally recommended frozen toma-
toes be eaten within about eight months 
for best quality. 

**
Win a Three Course Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month (or 
whenever I receive enough tips for 
a column) will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 131 
across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful hint or handy 

tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a draw-
ing for dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

The case 
for silence
We don’t get much silence any-

more. Even when the world is 
technically quiet, there’s the hum 
of  the refrigerator, the buzz of  
notifications, the constant chat-
ter in our heads. We’ve gotten 
so used to noise that the idea of  
sitting in a car with nothing but 
the sound of  the tires on the road 
feels almost rebellious.

Lately, we’ve realized how 
amazing real silence is. No radio, 
no podcast. Just us, our thoughts, 
and the steady rhythm of  driv-
ing. It has been a reset button we 
didn’t know we needed.

Science actually backs this up. 
A 2013 study published in Brain, 
Structure and Function found 
that periods of  silence, just two 
hours of  it, can help the brain 
generate new cells in the hippo-
campus, the part of  the brain 
linked to memory and emotion. 
Other research has shown that 
quiet time lowers cortisol (the 
stress hormone) and lets the 
brain shift from “react” mode to 
“reflect” mode. In short: silence 
isn’t empty, it’s restorative.

We live in a world that treats 
silence like a gap to be filled. We 
fill it with scrolling, streaming, 
playlists, background noise and 
anything to avoid just… being. 
But what if  the thing we’re avoid-
ing is the very thing our minds 
crave?

Driving in silence has become 
our version of  meditation. It’s 
where ideas show up uninvited. 
It’s where we notice the scenery 
we usually speed past. It’s where 
our brains, exhausted from the 
constant feed of  information, 
finally exhales.

Silence isn’t a luxury — it’s 
fuel. The more we give ourselves 
those pockets of  quiet, whether 
it’s in the car or just sitting at 
our kitchen table, we can feel our 
brains unclenching.

So, here is our challenge to you: 
turn off  the noise for ten min-
utes. Drive in silence and let your 
thoughts wander. In a world that 
keeps shouting for your attention, 
you might be surprised what you 
hear when everything else finally 
stops.
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Vivek Ranadivé, 
a software entre-
preneur and future 
NBA team owner, 
decided to coach 
his 12-year-old 
daughter’s middle 
school basketball 
team in Redwood 
City, California.

He didn’t grow up with 
the game, didn’t play 
it, didn’t know its cul-
ture—he just wanted to 
help. Vivek had a major 
problem—not only did 
he know nothing about 
the game, but neither did 
his girls. Most of  them 
had never played a single 
minute of  organized bas-
ketball.

But Vivek wasn’t 
the type to do 
something halfway. 
From the moment 
he signed up, his 
goal was to win the 
state championship 
that season.

If  he had told anyone, 
they might’ve laughed 
him out of  the gym. 
But he started studying, 
watching games, trying 
to understand how bas-
ketball worked—and the 
more he learned, the 
more something didn’t 
sit right.

After every score, 
teams would run back to 
the other end of  the court, 
settle into formation, and 

wait to play defense. It 
was tradition. It was how 
the game was done. But 
to Vivek, it seemed like 
an unnecessary surren-
der—giving the other 
team a free pass for most 
of  the court. Why retreat 
when you could press?

Without breaking a 
single rule, Vivek taught 
his team a strategy called 
full-court press: to stay 
on top of  their opponents, 
disrupt every inbound, 
and apply pressure at 
every pass. It wasn’t ille-
gal. But he was breaking 
unwritten rules.

“Learn the rules like 
a pro, so you can break 

Break the rules!

TOBY
MOORE

PositivEly 
sPEaking

Turn To POSITIVELY page     A5
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them like an artist.” — 
Pablo Picasso

And by the end of  the 
season, that little team of  
underdogs was breaking 
all the unwritten rules—
and was winning big.

Top performers don’t 
follow rules—they 
rethink them. Research at 
Harvard Business School 
and Columbia shows that 
people who break norms 
(nonconformists) are 
often perceived as more 
powerful and more com‑
petent. One study found 
that entrepreneurs who 
take strategic risks and 
ignore conventional 
advice are more likely 
to create successful ven‑
tures than those who play 
it safe.

The girls weren’t great 
dribblers, couldn’t shoot 
from distance, and had 
no height advantage. 
But they had something 
nobody else did: an 
unconventional strategy 
and unwavering attitude.

As the first games 
kicked off, Redwood 
City stunned opponents 
with how quickly they 
scored—and how consis‑
tently they pressed.

They jumped out to 
early leads—4‑0, 6‑0, even 
12‑0. One game ended 
with them leading 25‑0 
before the other team 
even scored. Instead of  
retreating after scor‑
ing, they hustled back, 
applied pressure on 
every inbounds pass, and 
swarmed players off  the 
ball. Teams used to long 
periods of  transition now 
found themselves stuck 
in chaos before they 
could cross midcourt.

Opposing coaches 
fumed on the sidelines. 
One even confronted 
Vivek in the parking lot, 
furious that this “skinny 
foreign guy” was defying 
tradition—and winning. 
Every whistle signaled 
a barrage of  fouls called 
on Redwood City—refer‑
ees seemed determined 
to break them. But the 
girls adjusted. Instead of  
folding, they learned to 
play without pressing at 
times, weaving tradition‑

al basketball in between 
the chaos.

Through all the drama, 
they stayed unbeaten in 
most of  their regular 
season. They won the 
local league, then the 
regionals, then advanced 
deep into the Northern 
California tournament. 
Each win built their 
stamina, sharpened their 
cohesion, and deepened 
belief  in the system and 
each other.

By season’s end, 
Redwood City had 
stormed through their 
local league and advanced 
all the way to the national 
Junior Basketball cham‑
pionship tournament! 

In the end, Redwood 
City didn’t win the 
national championship. 
They came up short in 
the final rounds. But 
by then, the point had 
already been proven.

A team of  middle 
school girls with no 
height, no elite skills, and 
no basketball pedigree 
had made it to the big‑
gest stage in the country 
for teams their age—by 

doing what nobody else 
dared to do. 

They didn’t cheat. They 
didn’t bend the rulebook. 
But they did break the 
unwritten rules—the 
ones that say, “This is 
how the game is sup‑
posed to be played.”

They rewrote the 
script. And almost won 
it all.

Because sometimes, 
if  you want to win—if  
you want to slay the 
giants, shatter the odds, 
or change the game—you 

don’t follow the rules.

You break them.

With intention. With 
intelligence. With guts.

And sometimes, that’s 
enough to change every‑
thing.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

Just off  Main Street 
in downtown Monson, 
there’s an independent 
bookstore tucked into the 
Unitarian Church.

It’s been there all of  
this century so far, but 
has no sign, no distinct 
name, not even many 
hours – just first Fridays 
5:30‑7:30 p.m. and third 
Saturdays 10 a.m.‑1 p.m. 
But it has personality, 
especially if  you like 
the chance of  finding 
books in a well‑stacked 
basement. Or, better yet, 
in the old “wine cellar” 
down the ramp behind 
that.

None of  the people 
who founded it in 1999 
are still around, but 
Mary Gelezunas took up 
the baton of  running it 
as a volunteer back in 
2004. She’s not alone; she 
described its continued 
existence as “a labor of  
love by volunteers who 
are all book lovers.” It’s 
also entirely reliant on 
donations – and gets 
quite a  few of  them.

“This is not Barnes & 
Noble,” she adds. “We 
have no control over 
what’s donated.”

On the flip side, she 
added, they see this as 
“a community service for 
people (for whom) going 
to Barnes & Noble would 
be cost‑prohibitive.” 
Books are mostly 50 cents 
to $2.

Over the years, they’ve 
seen some quirky things 
come through. A 1950s 
home economics text‑
book. The original 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
book from the 1930s. An 
1890s History of  Germany 
that still had the stamp 
of  the Prescott Public 
Library – a town that’s 
been under the Quabbin 

Reservoir since the 1930s. 
A teaching atlas of  Latin 
American history. A first 
edition copy of  Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. Various 
long out‑of‑print books 
from private collections 
and estate donations.

“This place is dedicat‑
ed to the art of  brows‑
ing,” Gelezunas said, 
who noted the store has 
more than 10,000 titles. 

The Unitarian Church 
bookstore began in 1999 
as an idea of  several 
church members, includ‑
ing then‑selectman Ed 
Harrison, who “built it 
with scrap lumber cob‑
bled together.” One of  
those founders “used 
a bandsaw down there 
to cut the bindings off” 
books they didn’t sell and 
wanted to recycle.

Today, the church 
doesn’t have a Web site 
nor even its own phone 
number to save money. 
But the store still comes 
up online if  you google 
“Monson UU Church 
bookstore” or look at 
booksalefinder.com. Its 
hours are still the same as 
they were on a Facebook 
post from June 2019.

To find the books, 
you have to go through 
the church’s main hall, 
which is festooned 
with another of  the 
church’s quirks – it 
houses a regional club 
for sewing machines, 
both electric and ped‑
al‑driven. Several of  
those machines are 
semi‑permanently on 
display around the 
room, with several 
of  them more than 
a century old and from 
foreign countries. Most 
of  them are still useable, 
and when the club meets, 
they get used.

Beyond that, you’ll go 
up the ramp, take a right 
and find a steep staircase 

down. At the bottom, the 
sign says “watch your 
step,” but tall people real‑
ly should watch their 
heads. Passing through 
that doorway brings you 

into a bibliophile’s world 
of  wonders. 

The first section is 
mysteries, but browsing 
through the place, you’ll 
find pretty much every‑
thing – fiction, science, 
religion (mostly not your 
typical spirituality), kids’ 

books and biography. 
Make your way through 
the white door and down 
a second ramp into the 
“wine cellar,” and there’s 
still more, including his‑

tory, art, science fiction 
and fantasy, among 
other things.

With the rise of  the 
internet, many people 
buy only what they’re 
specifically seeking 
(and maybe what some 
corporate algorithm 
recommends), but miss 
out on the possibility 

of  the unexpected finds a 
small store can have. 

“The appearance of  
Amazon.com in 1995 led 
to a significant decline 
in the number of  inde‑
pendent bookstores in 
the United States, leading 
many analysts to predict 

the demise of  the sector,” 
reported Ryan Raffaeli 
of  Harvard Business 
School in his 2020 paper 
‘Reinventing Retail: the 
Novel Resurgence of  
Independent Bookstores.’ 
“However, between 2009 
and 2018 independent 
bookstores proved to be 
far more resilient than 
expected. The American 
Booksellers Association 
(ABA) reported a 49% 
percent growth in the 
number of  “indie” book‑
sellers, from 1,651 in 2009 
to 2,470 in 2018.”

To counter Amazon 
and other big‑business 
competition, Raffaeli 
observes, “A core seg‑
ment of  book‑buying 

consumers who drive 
sales in independent 
bookstores is attached 
to the bookstores’ com‑
munal identity. When a 
consumer shops at an 
independent bookstore, 
they are reinforcing a set 
of  beliefs that they have 
about themselves and 
their ability to contribute 
to the economic welfare 
of  their local communi‑
ty.” 

The paper’s online at 
https://www.hbs.edu/
r i s / P u b l i c a t i o n % 2 0
Files/20‑068_c19963e7‑
506c‑479a‑beb4‑bb339c‑
d293ee.pdf.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 8/4/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Community 
    Connection

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

GUS
STEEVES

ReadeR’s
JouRney

The bookstore in the basement is “not Barnes & Noble”

Gus Steeves

Mary Gelezunas emerges from the Monson Unitarian Church 
after last Friday’s bookstore closing time.

The stairs down to the bookstore. Watch your head!

POSITIVELY
continued from page     A6

Courtesy

Paul Lango, Bartlett High 
School track and cross 
country coach, recently 
competed in the National 
Senior Games in Des Moines 
Iowa. Competing in the 
75 to 79 age division. He 
placed 8th in the hammer 
and his 4 by 100 meter 
relay team placed 4th. This 
was his fourth National 
Senior Games.



2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday 9 a.m.-
8 p.m., Wednesday 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Library is closed 
on Saturdays through the 
summer

JOIN OUR MAILING 
LIST!

 Want to receive 
updates about our upcom-
ing events? Sign up for 
email alerts by visiting 
our website or contact-
ing our Adult Services 
Librarian Jessica 
Fontaine at jfontaine@
cwmars.org

Adult Programming
Yoga – Tuesdays at 

6:00pm
Join Julie or Lauren 

at the Gladys E. Kelly 
Library for a vinyasa 
yoga class for all levels. 
A typical class involves 
centering the mind with 
the breath, aromatherapy, 
movement of  the body to 
release energetic block-
ages, and, finally, rest 
and relaxation. Classes 
are free. Funded by the 
Friends of  the Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library.

Yoga Nidrā – Wednesday 
Mornings at 8:15am (No 
Class on August 13th)

 Join Adult 
Services Librarian Jess 
for a relaxing yoga nidrā 
practice to start your 

day on Wednesdays. Jess 
will guide participants 
through a few simple yoga 
asanas to release physical 
tension. Participants will 
then settle into a reclined 
position for a guided 
relaxation (yoga nidrā). If  
you have your own yoga 
mat, please bring it and 
be sure to dress in com-
fortable clothing. This 
program takes place 
before the library offi-
cially opens. Registration 
is required and Jess will 
meet you at the program 
door. 

Library for All – First 
Two Mondays; Last Two 
Fridays 10AM (Chair 
Yoga or Craft)

 This program 
includes one chair yoga 
class and one craft project 
that will be held on first 
two Mondays and the last 
two Fridays of  the month. 
Either join Jess for a one-
hour relaxing Chair Yoga 
class or join us for our 
craft program. Check the 
online calendar to see 
which event is scheduled. 
No experience necessary. 
This program is for teens 
and adults of  all abili-
ties and their caregivers. 
Please call ahead if  spe-
cial accommodations or 
requirements are needed. 

Bites, Books, & Blooms 
Arrangement Workshop 
– Tuesday, August 12th at 
6pm

 Do you love flow-
ers? Enjoy reading? Have 
a favorite story, poem, 
or novel? Combine your 
interests by creating 
a book in bloom for the 
Friends of  the Gladys 
E Kelly Library’s Bites, 
Books, and Blooms event 
on September 25th. Come 
learn about flowers, 
design mechanics, and 
how to turn your literary 
work into a floral arrange-
ment. Registration is 
required. 

Adult Book Group – 
Monday, August 18th at 
6:30pm

 Join the adult 
book group in the commu-
nity room to discuss Why 
We Read: on Bookworms, 
Libraries, and Just One 
More Page by Shannon 
Reed. Copies are available 
at the circulation desk.

Programming for All 
Ages

Matt York’s Songs 
and Stories of  Classic 
Country– Thursday. 
August 7th at 6:30pm

 Longtime New 
England musician/
author Matt York will per-
form the songs of  classic 
country and honky-tonk 
artists and tell stories of  
their careers. Starting 
with artists like Hank 
Williams, Patsy Cline 
and many more, York 
will discuss the origins 
of  Western Swing music 

and the heroes 
of  the Texas and 
Nashville honky-
tonks. York has 
twice been nom-
inated for the 
Boston Music 
Award for Best 
Country Artist and 
his album Gently 
Used was named 
one of  Worcester 
Magazine’s best 
albums of  2022.
This program is 
supported in part 
by a grant from 
the Webster Local 
Cultural Council, 
a local agency 
which is support-
ed by the Mass 
Cultural Council, 
a state agency.

Children’s and 
Young Adult 
Programming

Summer Eats 
– Mondays – 

Thursdays, July 9th-Au-
gust 14th from 12:00-
1:00pm

 A totally free-
of-charge program that 
provides free meals to 
all kids and teens, ages 
18 and under, at locations 
all across Massachusetts 
during the summer 
months. Held on the 
Library Lawn. All kids 
and teens eat for free. 

Maker Mondays – 
Mondays from 3:30-4:30 
PM

Feeling artistic? We will 
have a variety of  craft 
materials available to put 
your creativity to the test! 

Toddler Playtime--- 
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM 

 Kids 0 to 6 are 
invited to get their wig-
gles out with weekly 
obstacle course and fun.

Mini Block Party – 
Tuesdays from 6:00pm

 Play with mag-
nets, wooden blocks, and 
Legos.

Friendship Bracelets – 
Wednesdays at 11AM

 Grab your bestie 
and come make beaded 
bracelets in the children’s 
program room. This is a 
self-guided program, all 
materials are provided. 
Ages 8 and up.

Outdoor Messy Play – 
Thursdays, 3:30-4:30pm

 Outdoor Messy 
Play is back! We supply 
the messy materials for 
your children to play 
with, along with a hose 
for washing off  outside 
afterwards! This program 
is extremely messy, please 
dress in something you 
don’t mind getting dirty 
or stained. 

Play-doh Storytime – 
Fridays at 10AM

 Join Youth 
Services Librarian 
Andrew for stories, play-
doh, and fun! This sto-
rytime is geared toward 
ages 2 to 5, but siblings are 
welcome.

Beginner Origami-
Fridays at 3:45PM

 Are you interest-
ed in making origami, but 
you don’t know where to 
start? You can start here. 
And if  you do know how 

to make some origami, 
feel free to come make 
some as well. For kids of  
all ages.

Me and My Mini – 
Thursday, August 7th and 
14th at 10:00am

 A 45 minute cre-
ative movement group 
for ages 0 through 2.5 
with a grown-up. Group 
is focused on adult and 
baby spending quality 
time together, fostering 
attachment, and baby 
interacting with others 
their age. Get groovy to 
upbeat music with fun 
props, instruments, and a 
story. Adult participation 
is required and 1-2 chil-
dren per adult is recom-
mended.

Laser Tag for Kids – 
Monday, August 11th 6:00-
8:00pm

 Up to 20 partic-
ipants ages 8 to 12 may 
take part in an outdoor 
laser tag match. Sneakers 
and shoes are required. 
No flip flops. As a lot of  
running is required, par-
ticipants with conditions 
such as asthma must have 
proper medication at all 
times.

Elephant Toothpaste – 
Tuesday, August 12th at 
3:00pm

Create foamy eruptions 
using hydrogen peroxide, 
yeast, soap, and water.

Caterpillar Lab – 
Wednesday, August 13th 
at 10:00am

 Join The 
Caterpillar Lab in a 
free-exploration pro-
gram and experience the 
incredible world of  New 
England caterpillars! 
This drop-in exhibit will 
feature a variety of  local 
caterpillar species, and 
there will be plenty to 
see and touch! Educators 
from The Caterpillar Lab 
will teach you all about 
metamorphosis and tell 
incredible but true sto-
ries about the creatures’ 
strange and surprising 
adaptations. Some cat-
erpillars may be camou-
flaged to look like twigs 
or snakes. Some may have 
stinging spines or bright-
ly colored baubles. Check 
out some little-known 
native critters munching 
on their food plants right 
in front of  you. Stay for 
a few minutes or for an 
hour; you’re sure to see 
something new! 

Soft Serve Ice Cream 
Truck – Friday, August 
15th 3:00-4:00pm

 Enjoy soft serve 
for $5 from Jerry’s Famous 
Soft Serve! Free ice cream 
for Kids Summer Reading 
participants with a ticket 
thanks to the Friends of  
the Library! 

Webster police log
WEBSTER — The Webster Police Department 

reported the following arrests during the week 
of  July 27 to Aug. 2.

Jesse Ricketts, age 42, of  Putnam, Conn. 
was arrested on July 27 in connection with a 
warrant.

A 20-year-old male from Webster whose iden-
tity has been withheld from publication was 
arrested on July 28 for Assault & Battery on a 
Family or Household Member and Assault & 
Battery with a Dangerous Weapon.

Steven Michael Fuller, age 36, of  Webster was 
arrested on July 29 in connection with multiple 
warrants.

Devin Salvucci, age 28, of  Webster was arrest-
ed on July 30 in connection with a warrant.

Dallas J. Sewall, age 30, of  Webster was 
arrested on July 31 in connection with a war-
rant.

Obadiah Deonte Horton, age 36, of  Worcester 
was arrested on July 31 in connection with an 
out of  agency warrant.

Chayliana L. Carr, age 25, of  Woonsocket, 
R.I. was arrested on Aug. 1 for Disorderly 
Conduct, Disturbing the Peace, Resisting 

Arrest, Interfering with a 
Police Officer, Trafficking 
in Cocaine, Possession 
of  a Class B Drug with 
Intent to Distribute, and 
Conspiracy to Violate 
Drug Law.

Michael Sullivan 
Vierira Da Silva, age 31, 
of  Dudley was arrested 
on Aug. 2 for Operating 
Under the Influence 
(liquor) and Negligent 
Operation of  a Motor 
Vehicle.

Webster senior 
center

5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov
Senior Center hours are Monday- Friday 9 a.m. - 4 

p.m., with one Thursday a month 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook page to view 

our photographs, news and announcements. Please stop 
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for a complete list 
of  activities, upcoming events, and our monthly lunch 
menu. You may also join our email list to view our 
newsletter online. You do not have to be a resident of  
Webster to participate in our activities and programs. 
ALL Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays at 11:30 am.  Please call (508) 
949-3845 at least two business days in advance to reserve 
or cancel your meal. A $3.00 donation for 65 and up, 
and $5 for 55- 64 is appreciated. All meals include milk, 
bread, and fruit or dessert. This week’s menu: Tuesday, 
8/12: Buttermilk chicken, cranberry stuffing, roast-
ed California vegetables, peaches. Wednesday, 8/13: 
Baked potatoes with chili and cheese, broccoli, choco-
late mousse. Thursday, 8/14: Fish with crumb topping, 
rice pilaf, Tuscany blend vegetables, fruited ambrosia. 
Friday, 8/15: Soup du Jour, Caesar chicken salad sand-
wiches, pickled beets, grahams. 

Need Transportation? Contact SCM Elderbus at 1-800-
321-0243 at least two business days in advance to sched-
ule transportation. Elderbus is available Mondays- 
Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty Salon at the 
Webster Senior Center! Call 508-341-8724 for an appoint-
ment. Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in appoint-
ments on Wednesdays from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm, and 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays by appointment only 
from 10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-8724 to sched-
ule an appointment. 

We are now offering MOVIE MATINEES every 
Wednesday at 1:00 pm! Popcorn is provided, no registra-
tion is needed. August movies include “Rear Window” 
on August 13th, “My Friend Irma” on August 20th, and 
”Love Me Tender” on August 27th. 

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with Forty Arroyo 
are the perfect workout for any fitness ability! The cost 
is a recommended $3.00 donation per class. A new video 
class will be offered Thursday and Friday mornings, 
free of  charge.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on Mondays from 10:00 
am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts promptly at 1:00 
pm. Please plan to arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to 
buy your bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold after 
12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our weekly Cribbage 
group meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join 
us!

Calling card players or interested persons to the 
Webster Senior Center! Come join us for six-card or thir-
teen-card pitch! Six-card pitch meets on Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets on Thursdays at 1:00 
pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 1:00 pm. 
Beginners welcome!

Calling all bridge players! Are you looking to spend an 
afternoon playing Bridge? We’re looking to get a group 
together! If  you’re interested, please leave your name 
and number with the front desk. Once we have enough 
sign-ups, we’ll see what day works best for everyone!

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s Office House 
Numbering Program will create a custom wooden sign 
with your house number free of  charge. One sign per 
senior household. Please contact the Webster Senior 

Center at (508) 949-
3845. if  you are 
interested in hav-
ing a house num-
ber sign made for 
you. 

Senior SAFE is a 
program that sup-
ports fire and life 
safety education 
for seniors. The 
Webster Fire Dept. 
will do a home visit 
to ensure that you 
have the correct 
smoke and CO2 
alarms, and that 
they are working 
properly. This is at 
no cost to you! All 
you have to do is 
give them a call at 
(508) 949-3875.
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Job 
change?

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works 
best for you.

Whether retiring or 
changing jobs, you’ll 
want to know your 
retirement account 
options.

There are four potential options for your 401(k) when leaving an employer:
• Leave it in your former employer’s 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.
• Move it to your new employer’s 401(k) plan, if you’ve changed  

employers and your new employer plan allows for it.
• Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).
• Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

IRT-1948M-A  AECSPAD 25894454

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

gladys e. Kelly public library



ATLANTA, Ga. — Two recent graduates of  the Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy earned national rec-
ognition at the 2025 SkillsUSA National Leadership 
and Skills Conference, held this summer in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

Ashley Rincon of  Southbridge placed 10th in 
Medical Terminology, a competitive category that 
tests participants on their mastery of  clinical lan-
guage and healthcare vocabulary. Her achievement 
reflects a deep understanding of  medical concepts 
and terminology, essential for effective communica-
tion in clinical settings.

“I had the incredible opportunity to attend Nationals 
for Medical Terminology in Georgia,” Rincon shared. 
“It was an eye-opening experience to connect with stu-
dents from across the country who share a passion for 
healthcare. It was inspiring and rewarding. I would 
gladly do it all over again. It was truly an unforgetta-
ble experience.”

Loise Ngigi of  South Grafton earned 
an impressive 6th place in First Aid/
CPR, showcasing her ability to apply 
critical lifesaving skills in high-pres-

sure scenarios. Her performance demonstrated not 
only technical proficiency but also calm decision-mak-
ing, qualities essential in emergency care.

Ngigi expressed her deep gratitude to Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy’s Director, Dr. 
Gretheline Bolandrina, saying “Thank you so 
much for everything—I seriously couldn’t have 
done it without you! You were amazing! I was 
smiling the whole time.”

Both graduates were among thousands of  
competitors from across the country who 
demonstrated their knowledge and skills in 
various career and technical education fields. 
The Practical Nursing program at Bay Path 
has long been recognized for preparing grad-
uates for real-world healthcare environments, 
and the success of  Rincon and Ngigi continues 
that tradition.

“These results are a testament to the hard 
work and commitment of  our students and 
faculty,” said Bolandrina. “Ashley and Loise 
represent the future of  healthcare—skilled, 
compassionate, and ready to lead. It helps 
that we have the strong support of  Bay Path’s 
leadership, from the Superintendent, Mr. Kyle 
Brenner, members of  the School Committee, 
to Mr. James Tripp Pockevicius, (Director of  
Career and Technical Education), and most 
especially to the SkillsUSA Advisors Pam and 
Chris Staney.”

SkillsUSA is a national organization that 
empowers students to 
become world-class work-
ers and leaders in their 
fields. The annual con-
ference brings together 
the best of  the best from 
across the country in 
skilled trades, health sci-
ences, and more.

Rincon and Ngigi’s 
accomplishments not 
only bring pride to the 
Bay Path community but 
also highlight the criti-
cal importance of  career 
and technical education 
in shaping the next gen-
eration of  healthcare pro-
fessionals.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
New Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
8/1 Seth Loconto

8/3  evan couture

8/8  Fender road

8/10  Sean FuLLerton

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$349.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL
TELEVISIONS,

MICROWAVES &
DISHWASHERS!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$799.99

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

GRILL
SALE!

Best prices of
the Year!Open Saturday 8am-9pm, Sunday 9am-9pm

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION — Riders 

from throughout the 
nation descended on cen-
tral Massachusetts last 
weekend for the annual 
Pan-Mass Challenge. 

Held on Aug. 2 & 3, the 
event brought togeth-
er thousands of  riders, 
volunteers, and guests 
in support of  the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.

“The PMC is a fully 
supported bike-a-thon 
that provides riders 
with fundraising tools 
and guidance; meals and 
snacks at hub sites; water 
stops along routes; and 
mechanical and medical 
assistance,” read a state-
ment released by PMC 
leaders.

The PMC offers 14 
routes of  varying dis-
tances to participants. 
Several local riders train 
throughout the year 

to be ready for the big 
weekend, with some par-
ticipants accepting the 
challenge of  an extended 
ride.

“As always, I ride for 
the angels above us and 
the warriors among us,” 
said West Brookfield’s 
Jessica Piwowarski, 
a longtime member of  
Team De-Feet Cancer. “I 
ride for hope, for change, 
for a cure.”

Piwowarski’s employ-
er, Landry’s Bicycles, 
took on a larger role 
this year in support of  
the PMC at three major 
hub sites: Sturbridge, 
Wellesley, and Bourne.

“This has been a 
huge undertaking for 
me as the PMC liaison 
for Landry’s. I am so 
lucky that I get to com-
bine something I’m so 
passionate about with a 
job I love and my love 
for bikes,” Piwowarski 

told the New Leader. 
 
Now in her 12th year 
of  PMC participation, 
Piwowarski carried 117 
names on her bike this 
year. Her teammates and 
supporters also honored 
those who lost their 
battles with cancer, as 
well as those current-
ly fighting the disease. 
 
The PMC raises more 
money for charity than 
any other single athletic 
fundraising event in the 
country. All funds raised 
by the event support 
the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, a world lead-
er in adult and pediat-
ric cancer treatment and 
research.

“Each summer, thou-
sands of  riders and vol-
unteers from 43 states 
and 12 countries partic-
ipate in the PMC,” read 
the statement released 

by event leaders. “One 
hundred percent of  
all rider-raised funds 
go directly to cancer 
research and treatment 
at Dana-Farber and the 
Jimmy Fund.”

The PMC is Dana-
Farber’s single largest 
supporter. Since 1980, 
the event has raised 
roughly $1.05 billion for 
Dana-Farber.

To learn more about 
the PMC and how you 
can join the fight against 
cancer by making a 
donation, visit www.
pmc.org. After arriv-
ing at the website, you 
can search for a rider, 
team, or volunteer; read 
their stories; and make 
a donation to support 
their goals.

Event leaders thank 
all volunteers, sponsors, 
supporters, and riders 
who make the PMC pos-
sible each year.

Additionally, all pub-
lic safety agencies 
involved in the event are 
thanked for their efforts. 
Several police depart-
ments across the state, 
as well as members of  

the State Police, team up 
to ensure security along 
the course.

Riders descend on region for Pan-Mass Challenge

Courtesy

Riders support the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute with their 
participation in the annual Pan-Mass Challenge.

Bay Path Practical Nursing 
graduates shine at SkillsUSA 

National Conference

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.newsDuDley 
police log

DUDLEY — The Dudley Police 
Department reported the following 
arrests during the month of  July.

Justin Philip Lamirand, age 30, of  
Danielson, Conn. was arrested on July 
6 for Operating Under the Influence 
(Liquor) and Unlicensed Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle.

Geoffrey B. Dawson, age 40, of  
Somerville was arrested on July 7 for 
Disturbing the Peace and Trespassing.

Thomas J. Fitzgibbons, age 48, of  
Washington, Utah was taken into pro-
tective custody and subsequently arrest-
ed for Disorderly Conduct on July 7.

Lori J. Bigelow, age 53, of  Dudley was 
arrested on July 10 for Operating Under 
the Influence (liquor), a Marked Lanes 
Violation, and Negligent Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle.

John V. Lopez, age 48, of  Dudley was 
arrested on July 15 in connection with 
a warrant.

Scott W. Everitt, age 39, of  Oxford was 
arrested on July 20 in connection with 
multiple warrants.

Jesse Ricketts, age 42, of  Putnam, 
Conn. was arrested on July 27 in con-
nection with a warrant.

Robert M. Steel, age 28, of  Dudley was 
arrested on July 30 in connection with 
multiple warrants.
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners since 1988 
Fully licensed and insured 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Filter Your Water with 
a Reverse Osmosis  

Under Sink 
Or Countertop System

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

774-200-4880
 Business 8925 A1 

Journeyman Lic.1364 
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

TopB.E.A.S.T2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield,MA

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Webster – Carol A. 
(Brousseau) Williams, 
82, Formerly of  Park 
St., died Saturday 
morning, July 26, 
2025, at Webster 
Manor surrounded 
by her loving fami-
ly..  She was the lov-
ing wife of  the late 

William B. Carroll, Jr who died in 1996 
and Raymond G. Williams who died 
in 2019.  Born in Webster, she was 
the daughter of  the late Edward and 
Dorothy (Tetreault) Gucwa.

She was predeceased by her estranged 
father Herbert Lawrence Brousseau, 
and great granddaughter Elizabeth 
Brown.

Mrs. Williams worked for B&W Shoe 
and Bates Shoe after which she worked 
20 plus years as a school bus driver for 
AA Transportation in Webster for the 
Webster School System.

She was a former member of  the 
American Legion Women’s Auxiliary 
Post 184 in Webster to which she held 
every office numerous times thru the 
years. 

She enjoyed going to the Mohegan 
Sun Casino to play the slot machines, 
going to flea markets, and dining at 
multiple area buffets. But, above all 

she cherished the quality time that she 
spent with her family and her cat.

Carol is survived by her daughter, 
Roxanne E. Kiely and her husband 
Daniel of  Southbridge; Her sister, 
Linda Hoak and her husband Dennis 
of  Nokamis, FL; her grandchildren, 
Philip Jarmolowicz of  Quinebaug, CT, 
Jared Jarmolowicz of  Whitensville, 
MA, and Branden Brown of  Conway, 
SC; her great grandchildren, Ryanne 
Rideout and Ford Jarmolowicz both 
of  Quinebaug, and Coltyn, Elijah, and 
Olivia Brown all of  Conway, SC; and 
her great great granddaughter, Eleanor 
Phelps of  Quinebaug.

Relatives and friends are respectful-
ly invited to attend a graveside ser-
vice for Carol on Saturday, August 9, 
2025, at 11:00AM in Mt. Zion Cemetery, 
Worcester Rd., Webster, MA. Memorial 
donations in Carol’s name may be 
made to Community Cat Connection, 
289 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA 01570 
or Second Chance Animal Service P.O. 
Box 136, East Brookfield, MA 01515.

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Shaw-Majercik 
Funeral Home & Cremation, 48 School 
St., Webster, MA 01570. For memori-
al guestbook please visit www.Shaw-
majercik.com.

Carol A. Williams 
1942 - 2025 DUDLEY – J. 

Cecelia “Celia” 
(Kruzewski) Majka, 
105, died Wednesday, 
July 30, 2025 in 
U M a s s / M e m o r i a l 
University Campus 
after a short illness. 
Her husband of  44 
years, Felix F. Majka, 

died in 1989.
She leaves her beloved daughter, 

Judith A. Majka of  Dudley; and sev-
eral nieces and  nephews. She was 
preceded in death by her sisters, 
Johanna, Katherine, Eva, and Theresa 
Kruzewski, Rose Rock, Irene Decelles 
and her husband Noe and Gertrude 
Patterson and her husband Walter, and 
by her brothers Adam, Joseph, Edward 
and his wife Florence, Chester and his 
wife Ethel, and Louis Kruzewski.

She was born in Dudley on January 
6, 1920, a daughter of  Marcel and Mary 
(Wilga) Kruzewski and was a lifelong 
resident.

Mrs. Majka was a full-time home-
maker. She did part-time work in the 
cafeteria of  the former Dudley Junior 
High School. She counted votes at 
Dudley town elections for many years.

She was a communicant of  Saint 
Joseph Basilica in Webster and a mem-
ber of  its 1-25 Club. She was the oldest 
member of  the Pope St. John Paul II 
Foundation.

She was an excellent seamstress and 
knitter and loved to cook and bake.

Her funeral was held Monday, August 
4, from the Sitkowski, Malboeuf  
& Hickey Funeral Home, 340 School 
Street, Webster, with a Mass at 11:00 AM 
in Saint Joseph Basilica, 53 Whitcomb 
Street, Webster. Burial was in Saint 
Joseph Garden of  Peace. Visitation was 
held from 9:00 to 10:30 AM Monday in 
the funeral home, prior to the Mass. 
Donations in her name may be made 
to either Saint Joseph Basilica, 53 
Whitcomb Street, or to Saint Joseph 
School, 47 Whitcomb Street, both in 
Webster, MA 01570.

J. Cecelia Majka, 105
Obituaries

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news
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MORTGAGEE’S SALE
 OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by American Painting and 
Improvement LLC to Crowd Lending 
Fund One, LLC, dated December 29, 
2023 and recorded at Worcester Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds on December 29, 
2023, in Book No. 70055, at Page 1, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder Crowd Lending Fund 
One, LLC, for breach of the
conditions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing same will be sold 
at public auction at 10:00 AM, on Au-
gust 26, 2025 on the mortgaged prem-
ises being known as 27 Dresser Street, 
Webster, MA, being all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage to 
wit:
The Land referred to herein below is 
situated in the County of Worcester, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
is described as follows:
That certain lot or parcel of land situ-
ated in the Town of Webster, County of 
Worcester, Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, being Lot No. 38 on a Plan of 
Lots recorded in the Worcester Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds entitled “Dresser 
Land” in Book 1348 page 653 is bound-
ed and described as follows:
Said lot boWlds northerly by land now 
or formerly of Theophil Koeller and 
measures 63 feet in width and 165 feet 
in depth.
Being the same premises as described 
in Book 1653 at page 200.
Being the same premises as conveyed 
to the mortgagor by deed of U.S. BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, as Trustee 
for LEHMAN XS TRUST MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2006-lON, dated
December 7, 2023, recorded on De-
cember 29, 2023 at Worcester County 
Registry of Deeds in Book No. 70054, 
at Page 393.
The above described premises will be 
sold SUBJECT TO and with the bene-
fit of all restrictions, easements, cove-
nants, conditions, building and zoning 
laws, to any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, water and sewer charges, munic-
ipal or other public taxes, assessments 
or liens, rights of tenants and parties in 
possession, if any.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of $7,500.00 DOLLARS shall 
be required to be made to the mortgag-
ee in cash, by certified or by cashier’s 
check at the time and place of the sale 
as a deposit. The successful bidder will 
be required to execute an Auction Sale 
Agreement immediately after the close 
of the bidding. The balance of the pur-
chase price shall be paid in cash, by 
certified check, by cashier’s check, or 
other check satisfactory to Mortgagee’s 
attorney within thirty (30) days thereaf-
ter at the offices of BARSH AND CO-
HEN, P.C., Attorneys for the Mortgagee, 
500 Turnpike Street Suite 201, Canton, 
MA 02021, in exchange for which and at 
such time and place, the deed shall be 
delivered to the purchaser for recording.
The Mortgagee reserves the right to 
amend the foregoing terms of sale by 
written or oral announcement made 
before the auction sale, during the sale 
thereof or at the commencement of or 
during any postponed sale, the right to 
bid at the sale, to reject any and all bids, 
and to postpone the sale up until the 
time the property is declared sold by the 
auctioneer.
The description of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall control 
in the event of an error in the Notice of 
Mortgagee’s Sale or its publication.
OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED 
AT THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE 
SALE.
Dated: July 24, 2025  

(signed:) Crowd Lending Fund One, 
LLC Present Holder of said Mortgage

By its Attorneys, 
Barsh and Cohen, P.C.

Neil Cohen, Esquire 
Attorney for the Mortgagee

500 Turnpike Street Suite 201, Canton, 
MA 02021

(617) 332-4700
August 1, 2025
August 8, 2025
August 15, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C0412CA

CITATION ON PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

In the matter of:
Drew Isaac Grueter
A Petition to Change Name of Adult  
has been filed by 
Drew Isaac Grueter of Oxford MA re-
questing that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Mazie Eden Grueter

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 

Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 09/02/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 30, 2025 
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
August 8, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C0398CA

CITATION ON PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

In the matter of:
Erma Lee Gonzalez
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by 
Erma Lee Gonzalez of Oxford MA re-
questing that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Irma Lee Gonzalez

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 08/26/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 24, 2025 
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
August 8, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises:  11 Dalessandro 
Avenue a/k/a 11 D’Alessandro Avenue, 
Dudley, MA 01571
  By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Scott Roseen and 
Karen Roseen to Household Finance 
Corporation II, and now held by U.S. 
Bank Trust National Association, not 
in its individual capacity but solely as 
owner trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition 
Trust, said mortgage dated April 1, 
2003 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 29550, Page 155, as 
affected by a Loan Modification dated 
April 11, 2023 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 69122, Page 
86; said mortgage was assigned from 
Household Finance Corporation II to 
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as trustee for 
LSF8 Master Participation Trust by 
assignment dated September 11, 2014 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 52797, Page 325; said 
mortgage was assigned from U.S. Bank 
Trust, N.A., as trustee for LSF8 Master 
Participation Trust to DLJ Mortgage 
Capital, Inc. by assignment dated April 
3, 2017 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 61008, Page 371; 
said mortgage was assigned from DLJ 
Mortgage Capital, Inc. to U.S. Bank 
Trust National Association, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as owner 
trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition Trust 
by assignment dated September 15, 
2022 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 68285, Page 19; for 
breach of the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be sold at Public Auction 
on September 11, 2025 at 3:00 PM 
Local Time upon the premises, all and 
singular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings thereon of 
every nature and description and all the 
privileges and appurtenances thereto 
belonging, situated on the westerly side 
of D’Alessandro Avenue, in Dudley, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, and 
being Lot #15 on plan of lots sur-
veyed for Stanley Deren et al, Dudley, 
Mass., dated August 28, 1952, drawn 
by Henry A. Racicot, Engr., and record-
ed with the Worcester District Registry 
Of Deeds, Plan Book 184, Plan 13, 
and bounded and described as follows: 
Beginning at the southeasterly corner 
thereof, at a stake on the westerly side 
of said D’Alessandro Avenue, said stake 
being at the northeasterly corner of Lot 
#16 as shown on the aforesaid plan; 
Thence North 82 deg. 18’ West by 
the northerly line of said Lot #16 for 
a distance of ninety-eight and sev-
enty-three hundredths (98.73) feet to 
a stake at land of John Ruda, Jr.; 
Thence North 6 deg. 18’ East by land 
of said Ruda, a distance of eighty-
three and sixty-five hundredths (83.65) 
feet to a stake at the southwester-
ly corner of lot #14 on said plan; 
Thence South 81 deg. 19’ East by the 
southerly line of said Lot #14 a distance 
of one hundred and fifty hundredths 
(100.50) feet to a stake on the west-
erly line of said D’Alessandro Avenue; 
Thence South 7 deg. 39’ West by the 
Westerly line of said D’Alessandro 

Avenue. a distance of eighty-two 
(82) feet to the point of beginning. 
Subject to the following restrictions: 
1. NO BUILDING OR PART 
OF A BUILDING SHALL BE 
ERECTED OR MAINTAINED 
THEREON WITHIN THIRTY (30) 
FEET OF THE STREET LINE; 
2. NO HOUSE SHALL BE BUILT 
THEREON AT A LESS COST 
THAN SIX THOUSAND AND 
00/100 ($6,000.00) DOLLARS; 
3 THE PREMISES AND BUILDING 
THEREON SHALL BE USED FOR 
TRADE OR MANUFACTURE BUT FOR 
RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES ONLY; 
4. NO STABLE SHALL BE ERECTED 
THEREON ANO NO HORSES, 
CATTLE, SWINE, OR POULTRY 
SHALL BE KEPT ON THE PREMISES.
SUBJECT ALSO TO THE RIGHTS OF 
THE NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE 
AND TELEGRAPH COUNTY AND THE 
WORCESTER COUNTY ELECTRIC 
COMPANY TO ERECT AND MAINTAIN 
POLES AND WIRES, AS RECORDED 
WITH THE WORCESTER DISTRICT 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, BOOK 3359, 
PAGE 56 AND IN B00K 3489, PAGE 407. 
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY 
CONVEYED FROM HENRY R. 
GELINEAU, NOT STATED TO SCOTT 
ROSEEN AND KAREN ROSEEN, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE/T/B/E BY DEED 
RECOR0ED 5/29/1998, IN BOOK 20005, 
AT PAGE 130, IN THE REGISTER’S 
OFFICE OF WORCESTER COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS.
 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
  For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated May 29, 1998 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 20005, Page 
130.
 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2 n d  F l o o r 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual capaci-
ty but solely as owner trustee for RCF 2 
Acquisition Trust
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
August 8, 2025
August 15, 2025
August 22, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises:  189 Main Street, 
Oxford, MA 01540
  By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Dominico DiGiovanni 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for LYC Mortgage, LLC, and now 
held by JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association, said mortgage 
dated February 28, 2013 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
50516, Page 73, as affected by a Loan 
Modification dated November 5, 2020 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds in 
Book 64700, Page 103; said mortgage 
was assigned from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for LYC Mortgage LLC to JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, National Association by 
assignment dated February 15, 2017 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 56760, Page 126; for 
breach of the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be sold at Public Auction 
on September 8, 2025 at 11:00 AM 
Local Time upon the premises, all and 
singular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
 The land in said Oxford, together 
with the building thereon, situated 
on the westerly side of South Main 
Street, shown as Lot C on Plan entitled 
“Plan to show Division of Property in 
Oxford, MA owned by Victor Casavant 
et ux, Book 2176, Page 268” dated 
December 10, 1956, survey and 
plan by Kenneth Shaw and record-
ed with Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds, Plan Book 222, Plan 11, and 
bounded and described as follows:  
BEGINNING at the Southeasterly cor-
ner thereof at an iron pipe in wester-
ly line of South Main Street at land 
now or formerly of H. LaCrosse;  

THENCE by said LaCrosse land N 77 
degrees 27’ W one hundred twenty and 
93/100 (120.93) feet to an iron pipe;  
THENCE by land now or former-
ly of Victor Casavant et us N 19 
degrees 30’ E one hundred six and 
31/100 (106.31) feet to an iron pipe;  
THENCE by said Casavant land 
S 70 degrees 30’ E ninety four 
and 25/100 (94.25) feet to a point;  
THENCE by a curve to the right (radi-
us 20 feet) for a distance of thirty one 
and 41/100 (31.41) feet to a point 
in west line of South Main Street;  
THENCE southerly by the westerly side 
of South Main Street by a curve to the 
left (radius 2032.50 feet) for a distance 
of sixty four and 69/100 (64.69) feet 
to a Massachusetts highway bound;  
THENCE southerly by said 
street seven and 24/100 (7.24) 
feet to a point of BEGINNING. 
 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
  For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated February 25, 2013 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
50516, Page 71.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
August 8, 2025
August 15, 2025
August 22, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

Docket No. WO25P2611GD    
CITATION  GIVING NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO  
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

In the matter of: 
Leona Sheldon   

Of:  
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by
Lanessa Extended Care of  Webster, 
MA 
in the above captioned matter alleging 
that  Leona Sheldon  is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve on the 
bond.
The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a Guardian 
is necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific authority. 
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 08/19/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing the 
written appearance, you or your attor-
ney must file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after the return 
date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: July 28, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
August 8, 2025

LEGALS

Turn To LEGALS page     A10
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Joanne M. Nealley a/k/a 
Joanne Nealley, Mark R. Nealley to 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., dated 
April 11, 2013 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 52388, 
Page 238, of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present holder, by 
assignment from:
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. to 
Nationstar Mortgage, LLC, recorded 
on March 30, 2015, in Book No. 53528, 
at Page 123 
Nationstar Mortgage, LLC to Select 
Portfolio Servicing, Inc., recorded on 
August 5, 2024, in Book No. 70853, at 
Page 139 
for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on August 25, 

2025, on the mortgaged premises 
located at 6 Henry Road, Webster, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
Real property in the City of WEBSTER, 
County of WORCESTER, State of 
Massachusetts, described as follows: 
The land with the buildings there-
on situated on the easterly side of 
Henry Road, Webster, MA and shown 
as Parcel B on Plan recorded with 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds, 
Plan Book 515, Plan 6 and further 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at a point on the souther-
ly side of tract herein conveyed on the 
easterly side of Henry Road; THENCE 
N. 9° 10’ 40” W. by Henry Road, a 
distance of 125.60 feet; THENCE by 
Henry Road, on a curve having a radi-
us of 40.00 a distance of 27 .59 feet; 
THENCE N. 47° 08’ 20” E. a distance 
of 51.65 feet; THENCE S. 43° 30’ 40” 
E. by Parcel A a distance of 102.78 
feet; THENCE S. 46° 28’ 20” W. a 
distance of 149.53 fed to the point of 
beginning. The above described prem-

ises are subject to a twelve (12) foot 
right of way as shown on said Plan. 
Being shown as Parcel B on Plan enti-
tled “Plan of Land in Webster, Mass. 
Surveyed for Edward J. Horniak et ux, 
dated June 21, 1982, Robert F. Para, 
Land Surveyor.”
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed 
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 22019, Page 189.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand  ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank check will 

be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The 
balance is to be paid by certified or 
bank check at Harmon Law Offices, 
P.C., 150 California St., Newton, 
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to 
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands, 
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within 
thirty (30) days from the date of sale. 
Deed will be provided to purchaser 
for recording upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price. The description of the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of an error in 
this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
SELECT PORTFOLIO SERVICING, 
INC.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
27046
July 25, 2025
August 1, 2025
August 8, 2025

LEGALS

Summer heat may have 
you seeking comfort from 
a nearby shade tree. You 
immediately experience 
as much as a 15 to 20 
degree drop in tempera-

ture and enjoy the relief  
it provides.

Bring this shady relief  
home by looking for ways 
to include trees in your 
landscape. First, monitor 

patterns of  sun and 
shade on and around 
your home throughout 
the day and through-
out the year as the 
angle and position 
of  the sun changes. 
Observe the impact 
your home, neighbor-
ing homes, sheds and 
existing plantings 
have on the sunlight 
reaching your landscape. 

 Consider providing 
welcome shade where 
needed during the hot-
test hours of  the day 
and weeks of  the year. 
Look for opportunities to 
plant trees where you can 
make a difference in your 
comfort and money spent 
cooling your home. 

 Plant trees, if  space 
allows, near those areas 
where you spend time out-
doors. Shading patios and 
decks makes them more 
inviting on a hot summer 
day. Deciduous trees that 
drop their leaves in win-
ter allow you to soak up 
some welcome sunshine 
during the cooler months 
of  the year.

 Maximize the cooling 
benefits to your home 
by planting trees on the 
east and west side of  your 
house. Shading the roof, 
walls and windows great-
ly reduces heat gain and 

energy needed to cool 
your home. Since about 
75 percent of  the heat 
gain in a building comes 
through the windows, 
shading them can great-
ly increase your comfort 
and reduce money spent 
cooling your home. Once 
again, deciduous trees 
provide needed shade in 
summer and allow warm-
ing sunlight into homes 
during the cooler months.

Don’t overlook paved 
areas near your home 
that greatly impact the 
air temperature. Shading 
paved drives and 
walks reduces heat 
absorbed that is released 
back into the surround-
ing air. Lowering the 
temperature of  the space 
around your home helps 
lower the indoor tem-
perature.  

 Shading an air condi-

tioner can increase its 
efficiency by as much 
as ten percent, reducing 
energy use and saving 
you money. If  space is 
limited, consider plant-
ing a shade-producing 
shrub or vine trained on 
a trellis. Be sure to pro-
vide space around the 
unit for needed airflow.
 
Avoid underground 

and overhead utilities 
when planting trees. Tall 
trees that eventually 
grow into the wires or 
structures may interfere 
with utilities and power 
transmission, creating 
a real hazard. Improper 
placement results in 
pruning that ruins 
their beauty or requires 
removal, eliminating any 
benefit they provided. 
Always call 811 as you 
plan new plantings and at 
least three business days 
before placing the first 
shovel in the ground. It 
can help reduce the risk 
of  injury and avoid the 
inconvenience that can 
happen when you dam-
age an underground util-
ity. 

 Consult your local uni-
versity extension service 

and energy company for 
plant selection and place-
ment recommendations 
for your area. Those 
living in wildfire prone 
areas need to also consid-
er fire-safe landscaping 
practices. 

 No room to plant 
trees on your property? 
Consider joining the local 
tree board or other tree 
planting group. Adding 
trees to your commu-
nity can help you and 
your neighbors create a 
healthier, cooler environ-
ment that everyone can 
enjoy. 

 Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small 
Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
instant video series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

j j j j j j

Jamoni is a happy, curious, and 
resilient child with a sweet and 
loving temperament. He enjoys 
engaging in independent play 
and has a wide variety of hobbies 
that keep him active and engaged 
throughout the day. Some of his 
favorite activities include coloring 
with chalk on the pavement, swing-
ing at the playground, sunbathing 
on warm days, visiting the trampo-
line park, playing Bocce, and going 
on field trips that spark his curios-
ity. His favorite activity is complet-
ing puzzles, which he approaches 
with focus, determination, and a 
great sense of accomplishment. Ja-
moni also loves the world of Mario 
Bros and Pokémon, often getting 
excited about the characters and 

stories from these games. His joyful spirit and enthusiasm for learn-
ing make him a delight to be around. 
. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22539845657 

  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.           

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.         

Jamoni 
Age 12 

Registration #7022  

Plant a bit of shade

Melinda Myers

Norway maples providing shade and cooling the yards, 
sidewalk and street.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
FOR SALE

• Silverware set six
 serving never used

• Real German
 Cuckoo Clock

•Grandfathers clock 
•Crank telephone 

•Hutch with
 4 shelves full 

of antiques
Best Offer

Call 508-765-5190

Selectmen supporting putting a “Select 
Board” article to the special town meet-
ing this October. 

The proposal was brought forward by 
Selectman Kerry Cyganiewicz which 
would ask the public if  they wish to adopt 
a change to the town’s bylaws which 
would replace “Board of  Selectman” 
and all related terms and acronyms 
with “Select Board” and replace the 
term and label “Selectman” with “Select 
Board Member.” Cyganiewicz indicated 
the proposal was simply meant to bring 
a growing demand among New England 
towns to the forefront in Dudley and 
have the people choose how they want 
their board to be addressed for the fore-
seeable future.

“This is good. The residents can 
decide if  they want a Select Board or a 
Board of  Selectmen. That’s all. I think 

it’s a good idea, but at the end of  the day, 
it’s up to the residents,” he said. 

The broader idea of  “Select Boards” 
in New England has risen from a desire 
to promote inclusivity and equality 
with many communities already adopt-
ing the moniker including neighboring 
Charlton who approved the change last 
year. The trend has also been embraced 
by statewide organizations like the 
Massachusetts Select Board Association, 
former The Massachusetts’s Selectmen 
Association which adopted its current 
name in 2020. It should be noted that 
there is no state law, existing or pending, 
that would require the “Select Board” 
name be adopted.

The selectmen have instructed that 
the “Select Board” proposal be added 
to the warrant for the fall special town 
meeting in October. However, the item 
cannot officially be added to the meet-
ing until the warrant is declared open 
later this year.

DUDLEY
continued from page     A1

LEGALS
continued from page     A9
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

LEARN ABOUT REAL ESTATE
AUGUST 16TH •10AM-2PM

Real Estate Fair @ Dudley Black Tavern
*Booths with Financing Information *Mortages
*Home Inspection Brochures *Homes for Heroes Program

*Speak with Various Experts on these Topics or 
  Just Gather Information

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $795,000

11 Pineview Rd $535,000

2 Victor Ave $465,900

DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION

DUDLEY- SHEPHERD HILL ESTATES

LEICESTER- RANCH

2 ACRES
NEW TO MARKET*3 Bedroom

24’ Great Room 
*Hardwood 

Floors 
* 8’ Center 
Island w/
 Corian

 Counters

*1st Floor Family Room * 2.5 Baths * Vinyl Sided
*Main Bedroom Suite with 

Walk-in Closet and Full Bath
*2 Generous Sized Bedrooms *Town Services

*Kitchen with Breakfast Bar
*2 Car Garage

*Vinyl Sided *1300 sq. ft.
*4 Heat Pumps *2 Car Garage

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,075,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 
Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Poten-
tial  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront w/Gravel Drive 
Access to Land & Lake! 183 + Cedar Lake is full recrea-
tional- A Once i na Lifetime Opportunity!          $899,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! 

WATERFRONT LAND

Webster Lake Waterfront 
88 Union Point

Excellent oppor-
tunity!  Natural 
Western Facing 
Shoreline- Beautiful 
Sunsets - Views 
of Middle to North 
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq. 
Ft. Waterfront Lot! 
Fireplaced living 
room ! 12 X 30 one 
car garage. 

$660,000

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 

WATERFRONT! 
jUST SIMPLY AN 
INCREDIBLE OP-

PORTUNITY! OVER 
31,000 SQ FT OF 
LAND! Summer Cot-
tage on 9482 SF of 

land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western 
Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, 
on  4 of the 5 possibly buildable. 
assisted sale $1,199,900

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining 
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great 
Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, 

kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. 
Morton Barn Style Garage  .39 acre

$435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

SORRY, SOLD! 

Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE” 
offering the perfect blend of mod-
ern amenities. Recently remodeled 
open concept kitchen living room 
& dining area featuring granite 
countertops, new flooring & recent 
appliances. Updates include roof, 
windows, doors, Roth oil tank & 
Hot Water Heater (2021). New 
heating system in 2023. This is 
a  “GEM” Possibility of a 4th bed-
room/home office. 1 car under

$405,000

WEBSTER - 18 GRAYSTONE AVE

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD! 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, 
Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes be-
ing built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic 
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private 
Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough 
plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cottage, with 
Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean & Well Maintained, 

Modern Conveniences w/the Charm 
of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 3 
BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood Floors! 
Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Stove, Wrap-
Around Screened Porch, Lg Outbuild-
ing w/Full Bath/Shower/Laundry & 
Workshop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or Off-Sea-
son Water Use! 14,300 SF+/- Level Lot 
w/105+ of Shoreline. Most Important 
of All > 25% Shared Ownership in a 
Mainland Waterfront Lot for Parking, 
Boat Docking & Winter Storage.                                   

$595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

 

100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline! 
Boasting 6 Large 
rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. 
All on a Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

 MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path, 
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment 
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor 
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor 
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
ers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural 
Gas.  $510,000

WEBSTER - 11 PARK RD.

In Beautiful Bonnette 
Acres! Handsome & well-
maintained 3-bedroom, 
2-bath Split entry home! 
Cathedral Ceiling living 
room & Sunroom! Gen-
erator, Extensive irrigation 
system. 2 Car Garage. 
assisted sale  $449,900

THOMPSON - 34 BONNETTE AVE

SORRY, SOLD! 

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD! 

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT. 12-2 •SUN 11:30-1:30

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

Elizabeth Achayo

CHARLTON — In a world 
increasingly driven by dead-
lines and digital communica-
tion, one nursing student, now 

a graduate, has quietly stood 
out—not with fanfare or flair, 
but through something far 
more enduring: consistent, 
heartfelt gratitude.

Elizabeth Achayo of  
Worcester, a graduate of  the 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, is currently prepar-
ing for her NCLEX-PN exam. 
While she diligently studies 
and seizes every minute of  her 
time, it’s her grace and charac-
ter that continue to leave a last-
ing mark on those around her.

“I am doing great, seizing 
every minute I have in prepa-
ration for my NCLEX-PN 
exam,” Achayo shared recent-
ly. “I became a better human 
because I got to learn under 
a dedicated person and team 
whose desire is to nurture 

greatness and positive behav-
ior.”

Her message, addressed 
with deep appreciation to Dr. 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, Academy 
Director, and mentions the 
entire faculty, speaks volumes 
not only about the education 
she received but the heart she 
brought into every interaction.

Whether reaching out with 
a question or simply acknowl-
edging an update, Elizabeth’s 
emails were always more 
than transactional. She began 
every message with a person-
al check-in—“How are you 
doing today?”—and ended with 
words that lifted spirits and 
inspired others.

In one such mes-
sage, she wrote: 

“Thank you for your endless 
great thoughts for all of  us and 
always sharing opportunities 
to help us achieve and grow 
and be better humans.”

And in another: 
“These almost 10 months I have 
experienced growth in so many 
ways that I can never take for 
granted.”

To Achayo, no role within 
the program was too small 
to honor. She extended her 
gratitude to professors, exec-
utive assistants, custodi-
ans, and leadership alike: 
“Every day we meet people that 
make life bearable... everyone 
played a role that was never 
taken for granted, and I will 
forever be grateful.”

Her words were not sim-
ply polite—they were power-

ful. In a profession built on 
compassion, communica-
tion, and empathy, Achayo is 
already practicing the prin-
ciples that define outstand-
ing nursing care. She doesn’t 
just know what it means to be a 
nurse; she lives it—with humil-
ity, respect, and warmth.

“Great nurses have been 
born under your guidance,” she 
wrote to Bolandrina. “Thank 
you for the opportunity.”

As Elizabeth prepares to take 
the next step in her profession-
al journey, one thing is certain: 
she leaves behind more than 
academic success. She leaves 
a legacy of  kindness and a 
reminder that small gestures—
when done with heart—can 
make a profound difference.

Kindness in every line: The story of a grateful Bay Path Practical Nursing graduate



W O R C E S T E R 
— Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, is 
proud to announce the 
arrival of  its 2025 class 
of  summer interns. This 
year’s group includes 
nine outstanding high 
school and college 
students from across 
Massachusetts who have 
joined the bank’s depart-
ments to gain real-world 
experience and explore 
future careers in banking 
and finance.

Established four years 
ago, Cornerstone Bank’s 
Summer Internship 
Program offers paid 
part-time and full-time 
positions to local stu-
dents, enabling them to 

immerse themselves in 
professional settings 
aligned with their aca-
demic and career inter-
ests. Interns are placed 
in departments including 
finance, lending oper-
ations, retail banking, 
community relations, IT, 
facilities, project man-
agement and more. Most 
participants work 38 to 40 
hours a week and may be 
eligible to receive school 
credit upon completion 
of  the program.

“Our internship pro-
gram is designed to offer 
more than just a summer 
job. It’s a launchpad for 
students to build their pro-
fessional skills, gain con-
fidence and begin shap-
ing their future careers,” 
said Cornerstone Bank 

CEO Todd Tallman. 
“We’re proud to offer 
meaningful opportuni-
ties for local students 
to contribute, learn and 
grow in a supportive 
environment.”

Each intern began their 
journey with a structured 
orientation before diving 
into department-specif-
ic responsibilities. The 
program also features 
regular check-ins with 
supervisors, attendance 
at Cornerstone events 
and opportunities to par-
ticipate in community 
initiatives.

“We want our interns 
to feel like they’re part 
of  the Cornerstone team 
from day one,” said 
Cornerstone’s Chief  
Culture Officer Maria 
Salvatore. “That means 
giving them real work, 
real mentorship and real 
opportunities to make an 
impact, not just inside 
the bank, but out in the 
community as well.”

This year’s interns hail 
from a variety of  home-
towns and academic insti-
tutions, bringing with 
them a diverse range of  
interests and ambitions:

Meet the 2025 
Cornerstone Bank 
Summer Interns

E r i k a 
LaChance – Finance 
Hometown: Dudley | 
College: Nichols College

Dev Patel – Lending 
O p e r a t i o n s  
Hometown: Brimfield 
| College: Bryant 
University

M o l l y 
Johnson – Learning 
& Development 
Hometown: Charlton | 
College: Bridgewater 
State University

J a c k 
Gaudette – Investment 
S e r v i c e s 
Hometown: Sturbridge | 
College: Elon University

D y l a n 
Clark – Investment 
S e r v i c e s 
Hometown: Brookfield | 
College: Nichols College

O l i v i a 
O’Connell – Project 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Hometown: Belchertown 
| College: Bryant 
University

B e n n e t t 
House – Digital Banking 
Hometown: Upton | 
College: Arizona State 
University

B r y a n 
Nolan – Facilities 
Hometown: Douglas | 
School: Douglas High 
School

Arnav Jain – Retail 
B a n k i n g 
Hometown: Shrewsbury 
| School: Shrewsbury 
High School

Cornerstone Bank 
remains committed to 
supporting the next gen-
eration of  professionals 
and looks forward to 
seeing the contributions 
and accomplishments of  
this summer’s talented 
cohort.
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and take advantage of incredible savings.

Saturday & Sunday, August 9th & 10th! 

FANTASTIC SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT THE STORE!

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3 / PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673
www.channelcottages.com

1, 2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens

Private Beach / Docking
Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi

WEBER Gas Grills
Reunions, Meetings & Weddings

**Pets Welcome**

DSC_5767.JPG Sign In

Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach

C E L E B R AT I N G  3 4  Y E A R S

Courtesy

Congratulations are in order for Monica and Jaxon for 
reaching their goal of completing the “1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten” program at the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial 
Library this July.  Way to go, Monica and Jaxon! The 
1,000 Books Foundation’s mission is to promote reading 
to newborns, infants, and toddlers, and to encourage 
parent and child bonding through reading.  The 1,000 BBK 
challenge at the Crawford Library is funded by the Friends 
of the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library.

Cornerstone Bank welcomes 
2025 summer interns for an 

experiential learning program

Webster’s Kayla 
Berthiaume 

graduates from 
Anna Maria 

College
PAXTON — Kayla Rose Berthiaume from Webster 

has recently graduated from Anna Maria College in 
Paxton with a Bachelor of  Science degree in Business 
Administration.
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