If life were predictable,
it would cease being life,
and be without flavor.
- Eleanor Roosevelt
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New DMV location opens in Putnam
BY JASON BLEAU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

PUTNAM — After years of anticipation the town
of Putnam is finally home to a new and improved
Department of Motor Vehicles. The new customer service location in the Putnam Parkade, also known as
the Stop & Shop Plaza at 62 Providence Pike, is housed
in the old GameStop location in the plaza and replaces
the aged trailer-style location previously housed in
the Putnam municipal parking lot on Kennedy Drive.
State and local officials were joined by Gov. Ned
Lamont on June 15 to celebrate the grand opening of
the new location after over two years without a DMV
office in town. The previous office, which had been
the subject of longstanding request for replacement
or improvement, closed its doors at the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic and never opened again. There
Photo Courtesy were talks about moving the DMV into Putnam’s new
municipal complex, however the town and state evenState and local officials joined Gov. Ned Lamont in cutting
tually decided to bring the DMV to the Parkade Plaza
the ribbon to open the new DMV location in Putnam on
instead.
Providence Pike.

During the ribbon cutting ceremony Putnam Mayor
Barney Seney said the new office will be an asset to
not only Putnam, but the entire Northeast corner of
the state.
“I think the citizens of Putnam and the citizens
of Northeast Connecticut cannot thank the State of
Connecticut enough for what they are doing here,”
said Seney. “We just opened a new municipal complex
back in October. I thought that was the highlight.
This equals that - This is such a great opportunity. I
can’t tell you how excited I am as a mayor and as a
citizen that we have a motor vehicle branch here in
Northeastern Connecticut.”
Seney added that bringing the DMV back to Putnam
was one of the most requested priorities of his entire
mayorship to date.
Several lawmakers also praised the DMV’s return
to the Quiet Corner. State Rep. and former Putnam
Police Chief Rick Hayes, who also serves as a
Turn To
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Murphy praises
bipartisan gun legislation
BY JASON BLEAU

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Connecticut U.S.
Senator Chris Murphy is applauding a bipartisan
gun violence legislation package resulting from
extensive debate and discussion among a panel
of Senate lawmakers in response to recent mass
shootings in Uvalde, Texas and Buffalo, N.Y.
The agreement was reached between ten senators: Democratic Senators Murphy, Kyrsten
Sinema, Richard Blumenthal, Cory Booker,
Chris Coons, Martin Heinrich, Mark Kelly, Joe
Manchin, and Debbie Stabenow and Republican
Senators John Cornyn, Thom Tillis, Roy Blunt,
Richard Burr, Bill Cassidy, Susan Collins, Lindsey
Graham, Rob Portman, Mitt Romney, and Pat
Toomey. Democrat-leaning Independent Angus
King rounded out the panel. The legislation is broken down into nine major improvements that lawmakers hope will curb further gun violence while
also maintaining Second Amendment rights, a hot
button issue for the political right who see any
such legislation as a violation of the Right to Bear
arms. The panel released a joint statement calling the bill a “commonsense, bipartisan proposal” geared toward protecting children and other
potential victims from gun violence.
“Families are scared, and it is our duty to come

together and get something done that will help
restore their sense of safety and security in their
communities,” the panel’s statement read. “Our
plan increases needed mental health resources,
improves school safety and support for students,
and helps ensure dangerous criminals and those
who are adjudicated as mentally ill can’t purchase
weapons. Most importantly, our plan saves lives
while also protecting the constitutional rights
of law-abiding Americans. We look forward to
earning broad, bipartisan support and passing our
commonsense proposal into law.”
Murphy has been a leading voice of the group’s
efforts to curb gun violence, often citing the Sandy
Hook Massacre that occurred in his own state
of Connecticut ten years ago. During a press
conference following the announcement of the
agreement on June 13, Murphy called it the most
significant anti-gun violence legislation in nearly
three decades.
“This is indeed a breakthrough moment for the
anti-gun violence movement, for survivors, for
parents, and for advocates,” Murphy said. “We are
confident this agreement is not only going to save
lives in the short run, but it’s also going to lead to
more success for the anti-gun violence movement
Turn To
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Through three games Tri-Town’s Brayden Akana, shown here catching during Tourtellotte High’s Eastern Connecticut Conference
Tournament game against Killingly High, has nine hits and five RBI
in 13 at-bats.

Tri-Town
Legion
narrowly loses
to Norwich
BY KEN POWERS

SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Jason Bleau

Teams compete in the 6th annual Quinebaug Valley Rotaract Club Cornhole Classic.

Rotaract Club holds
annual Cornhole Classic
BY JASON BLEAU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

THOMPSON – The Quinebaug Valley Regional
Rotaract Club held their annual Cornhole Classic
on Saturday, June 18, with 22 teams taking part
in the annual fundraiser at Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park.
The sixth annual event has become a local
tradition in Northeastern Connecticut predating
the recent growth in popularity of cornhole as
a major pastime. The event benefits a different
non-profit each year as well as supporting the
Rotaract Club’s other endeavors. The 2022 event
supported Northeast Placement Services which
provides integrated placement opportunities and

services for adults with intellectual disabilities.
Elle Goslin, Rotaract Club President, said the
Cornhole Classic is a unique event for the Club as
it brings together individuals closer to the age of
the Club’s actual membership, serving as a perfect blend of networking and fundraising.
“It’s a much younger group which is awesome
for us because we are a group of 18- to 35-year-olds
that live, work, or go to school in Northeastern
Connecticut so it’s not only a great event to support a local non-profit and fundraise, but also
bring in prospective members to join our club
and get involved with what we do,” said Goslin.
While cornhole has become a popular sport
Turn To
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NORWICH — Jason Wedge, the designated hitter for the
Norwich American Legion Post 4 baseball team, erased six
innings of frustration when he singled in the winning run
in the bottom of the seventh, lifting Norwich to a 9-8 win
over the previously undefeated Tri-Town Legion team on
Monday, June 20, at Dickenmann Field.
Before his game-winning base hit Wedge was 0-for-3 with
three strikeouts. In those three plate appearances he came to
bat with six runners in scoring position.
For Tri-Town, the loss was its first of the season, after
beating Jewett City, 15-3, on Tuesday, June 14, and 9-1, on
Thursday, June 16. The Tri-Town American Legion baseball program is sponsored by American Legion Posts in
Thompson (Post 67), Woodstock (Post 111) and Putnam (Post
13).
“This game came down to our lack of making plays in the
field,” said Tri-Town manager Jason Akana about the three
errors committed and six infield hits allowed. “We didn’t do
that and, as a result, we let our pitching down. We been practicing our fielding throughout the transition from the high
school season to the Legion season and the guys are getting
more confident in the field.
“But, it’s those bleeder hits and plays where they’re back
on their heels rather than attacking the play that’s hurting
us right now,” Akana continued. “We need to have them get
in attack mode, like we’re preaching, and get them going to
the ball, not waiting for it to come to them. We need to take
control of those plays and not let the ball play us.”
Tri-Town led throughout the game, never actually trailing
until Jacob Savage scored the winning run on Wedge’s sharp
single, which was just out of the diving reach of Tri-Town
third baseman John Carita.
Tri-Town led, 3-2, after the first inning, 5-3 after the second
inning, and 7-5 after the fourth inning.
Norwich (1-2) tied the game, 7-7 in the bottom of the fifth
inning. Tri-Town reclaimed the lead, 8-7, in the top of the
sixth inning. Norwich scored a pair of runs in its final at-bat,
on three singles, a hit batsman and a wild pitch.
Tri-Town’s Luke Carita opened the game with a leadoff
walk, but was forced out at second when Max Racicot followed with a fielder’s choice to first. Racicot scored to give
Tri-Town a 1-0 lead when No. 3 hitter Brayden Akana doubled to the gap in right-center field, the ball skipping past the
Norwich right-fielder.
Brayden Akana (coach Akana’s son) made it 2-0, scoring
on an RBI triple by John Carita, who belted the ball to almost
the same spot as Brayden Akana. Carita scored Tri-Town’s
third run on a wild pitch.
Turn To
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William Danielson’s ironworks
KILLINGLY
AT 300
MARGARET
WEAVER
In the June 3 Killingly at 300 column,
I wrote about the 1922 plans for improving Reynolds Street in Danielson as a
road from South Killingly to the borough. Dave Dorion and I wondered
about when Westcott Avenue was
constructed. I contacted the Killingly
Engineering Department to see if they
knew, and they kindly researched the
query. Engineering Technician Alec
Ethier sent an email dated June 16, 2022
that Westcott Avenue was constructed in 1928 according to Connecticut
Highway Department Plans (S-147 at
Killingly Historical Society). I’ll have to
take a look at them and see what was in
the area prior to the road construction.
In last week’s column, I wrote about
19th century iron works in Killingly,
Old Furnace and the foundry on
Furnace Street in Danielson. Did you
know that there was also a forge at
what is the lower end of Main Street
adjacent to the Five Mile River prior to
the Revolution? I have been researching William Danielson, who became a
colonel in the Revolution, and found the
following ad in reference to the forge.
“To Be Sold -Killingly, in Connecticut,
FORGE, Having two Fires to refine and
bloom Iron, with a large convenient
Cole-House; also a Blacksmith’ Shop
adjoining, having two Fires, a TripHammer, and a good sett of Tools; likewise a Grist Mill and Saw-Mill, all upon
a good constant Stream, and adjoining
to a large Country Road. There is a
Dwelling-House and Land to accommodate the Works, which are in a good
Place for Custom, being 20 miles from
Scituate Furnace, 8 from Providence
and 4 from Norwich*. The Terms will
be reasonable, both as to Price and payment. William Danielson.” (Distances
from Providence and Norwich are both

incorrect. The same ad in the Saturday,
Dec. 26, 1767 Providence Gazette, p. 4,
gives the distance as 28 miles from
Providence and 24 from Norwich.). (Ad
in Providence Gazette Saturday, Jan.
16, 1768; genealogybank.com; p.3).
I had come across mention of
Danielson’s ironworks while doing
research in the 1990’s and had actually
prepared a little summary for my files
and those at the Killingly Historical
Center. If he sold the iron works about
1767/8, land records seem to indicate
that Danielson owned it or retained part
interest at the time of the Revolution
(Killingly Land Records 8, p. 122, March,
1770; KLR 9, p. 14, February, 1771; 10, p.
235, 1777). It’s interesting to speculate
that this ironworks in Killingly was
producing much-needed materials for
use by the American Patriots during
the Revolution---and William Danielson
was very much a patriot.
In May 1765, he was appointed captain
of the 14th company in the Eleventh
Company of Connecticut’s militia. (It is
my understanding that males between
the ages of 16-60- were required to train
with the local militia). When Killingly’s
militia responded to the Lexington
Alarm in April 1775, Danielson served
as a major. Killingly’s Lexington Alarm
List: “William Danielson’s Company--William Danielson, Major; Joseph
Cady, Captain; Elihu Lawrence, Ensign;
Oliver Richmond, Sergeant; Simeon
Lee, Sergeant; Asa Lawrence, Sergeant;
Nathaniel Day, Corporal; Darius
Leavens, Corporal; Samuel Buck.” In
October of that year, he was appointed
lieutenant-colonel of the 11th Regiment
in the place of Israel Putnam who had
been promoted. In January 1776 he
was appointed lieutenant –colonel of
the Third Regiment under Colonel John
Douglas and was instructed to proceed
to the defense of Boston. In June of
that year he was attached to the third
Battalion of Wadsworth’s Brigade,
which was to march to New York. He
declined this appointment on June 26
but later served with the militia in the
same field. In December 1776 he was promoted to colonel of the 11th Regiment of
militia. He also served with the militia
under General Spencer in Rhode Island
during 1776 through 17Despite his mil-

itary involvement William Danielson
was active in Killingly’s government.
In December 1774 he was chosen an
agent to the county court. In May 1777
he represented the town at the General
Assembly. In January 1781, he was
chosen selectman. The 1782 town meeting appointed him as agent to present
a memorial to the General Assembly
requesting that Thompson parish be
set off from Killingly and incorporated
as a separate town. He was chosen
selectman again in December 1782 and
moderator in December 1786. In 1786
and 1788, he was chosen for surveying
being chosen to perambulate the new
Killingly-Thompson town line and to
help lay out a road. In 1788 he served
as one of Killingly’s representatives to
ratify the United States Constitution.
William Danielson, a grandson
of Killingly’s early settler James
Danielson, was a prominent and wealthy
individual in colonial Killingly, perhaps
the wealthiest by the end of the 18th
century. The son of Samuel Danielson
and Sarah (Douglas), he was born Aug.
11, 1729 and died August 19, 1798, age
68 (parents & b. (www.wikitree.com/
wiki/Danielson-723; d. Old Westfield
Cemetery, Hale Cemetery Collection).
He married Sarah Williams December
29, 1758 (Barbour Collection; Killingly
Vital Records). She died Jan. 19, 1809
in her 72nd year (Hale). An inventory
of his estate taken Feb. 28, 1799 was
valued at $30,54867. (Plainfield Probate
Vo. 10, p.276).
According to the Commemorative
Genealogical and Biographical Record
of New London County, “He was a man
of fine physique, six feet two inches
tall, of noble bearing and great physical
strength. His children were Sarah, b.
Nov. 14, 1759; James b. January 18, 1761;
Lucy born Oct. 11, 1764; William, b.
March 4, 1768; Mary, born Jan. 24, 1770.
Several died young. Only James survived his father. The Sarah Williams
Chapter D.A.R. at Danielson was named
in honor of the wife of Colonel William
Danielson. (p. 625).
In the first census of the United States
taken in 1790, William Danielson had
five people in his household---three
females, one slave, and Danielson, himself.

An inventory of his estate taken Feb.
28, 1799 was valued at $30,548.67. It
included “27 linnen shirts”, shoe buckles and knee buckles, a chaise, an eight
day clock, a library, firelock and “warlike implements”, horse, saddle, bridle
(Plainfield Probate Vo. 10, p.276).
I will be talking briefly about Col.
William Danielson and what Killingly
and Northeastern Connecticut were
like at the time of the American
Revolution, particularly from 1773-1776,
on Saturday, June 25 at the Pre-4th of
July Celebration sponsored by Killingly
Grange 112 from 3-7:30 p.m. Our forefathers and mothers made so many sacrifices and endured many hardships
so that we might have the freedom we
enjoy today. Come see the Hall of Honor
exhibit featuring some of the men from
Connecticut and our area who were
prominent during the founding of our
country.
Do you know who signed
the Declaration of Independence from
Connecticut? One was from eastern
Connecticut.
Pre 4th of July Celebration. Killingly
Grange 112. (Corner of Rte 101 and Dog
Hill Road) Saturday, June 25. 3-7:30
p.m. Movie Night (“1776”) and BBQ.
3 p.m. on BBQ-hamburgers, hot dogs,
etc. 4 p.m. Short historical perspective
about this area in the Revolutionary
time period by Margaret Weaver,
Killingly Town Historian. 5 p.m. Free
Showing of the movie “1776.” Limited
number of seats. Call or text 860-884-1813
to reserve a seat.
Margaret M. Weaver Killingly
Municipal Historian June 2022. Special
thanks to Alec Ethier. For additional information email me at margaretmweaver@gmail.com or contact the
Killingly Historical Society at www.killinglyhistorical.org. Leave messages for
the Killingly Historical Center at 860779-7250. Visit the Killingly Historical
& Genealogical Center Wednesday or
Saturday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Like us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/killinglyhistoricalsociety. Mail for the Killingly
Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc. or
the Killingly Historical & Genealogical
Center should be sent to P.O. Box 265,
Danielson, CT 06239.

Pomfret Recreation announces upcoming events
POMFRET
—
Pomfret
Recreation has a full slate of
fun and exciting events on tap
this summer.
Basketball Summer Mini
Camp: For boys and girls
ages 10-18 at the Pomfret
Community School Gym. July
11th, 12th and 13th from 9:00
AM – 12:00 PM. Be instructed
by Coach Mike Phelps (UConn
shooting coach), on shooting
fundamentals and ball handling/dribbling techniques.
Please see the registration form
online at: www.pomfretct.gov/
recreation with testimonials
on Coach Mike Phelps. This
camp is $95.00 per person.
2 LEGO CAMPS: – 7/18 –
7/22/22. Animal Adventure
Camp is for boys and girls

ages 5-7 and runs from 9 am
to noon each day. Jedi Master
Engineering is for ages 8-12 and
takes place from 1:00 to 4:00
pm each day. The camp will
be held in the PCS cafeteria.
$150.00 per person

7:00 to 8:00 pm grades 9-12
separated
Co-ed Adult Pick up Style
Sand Volleyball: at the Rec.
Park. Wednesdays, June 1st to
August 31st. Runs from 6:00 to
8:00 pm. Fee is $10.00 p.p. for
the season

SUMMER
YOUTH
BASKETBALL instructed by
Jan Koivisto: takes place from
7/26 to 8/18/22. 4 weeks of basketball playing every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday evenings at the Rec. Park. $35.00
for Pomfret residents and $40
for out-of-town players
5:00 to 5:30 pm grades 3 & 4
Co-ed,
5:00 to 6:00 pm (separate
court) grades 5 and 6 co-ed
6:00 to 7:00pm grades 7 and 8
separated

Co-ed Summer Cribbage
League: – for ages 16 and
up. Tuesdays, May 31st to
October 18, 2022, at the Pomfret
Community Center. Time is
6:30 to 9 pm ish. Instruction will
be provided those wanting to
learn the game. All equipment
is provided. You can check out
www.quietcornerleagues.com
or the Recreation Dept. web
page for more info.
$20.00 per person for the sea-

son with a tournament at the
end. Teams consist of two players
Corn Hole Summer League:
(co-ed) for ages 12 and up
Thursdays 6 to 7:50 pm at the
Pomfret Rec. Park. 2 people
per team. Program runs from
June 2nd – September 1st with
a tournament at the end.
CONCERT AT THE PARK
WITH THE BILLY PILGRIM
BAND ON SATURDAY, JULY
30TH: This is a free concert.
Bring your lawn chairs or
blankets and a picnic if you’d
like. Concert starts at 5:30 pm

WE HAVE 2 SEATS OPEN
ON
THE
RECREATION
COMMISSION. HELP THE
COMMISION BRING SOME
MORE FUN TO POMFRET!
You do not need to live in
Pomfret to participate in most
Town Rec. programs.
Questions: 860-974-1423
To register for these events,
the forms are available on our
website:
www.pomfretct.gov/recreation or you can stop by the
Pomfret Town Hall to pick one
up.
Email: Barbara.gagnon@
pomfretct.gov

Old Trinity Church hosting Eucharist service

BROOKLYN — In honor
of Independence Day, the
public is invited to an historic Eucharist at Old Trinity
Church on Sunday, July 3 at
10 a.m. Located at 60 Church
St., Old Trinity is the oldest

standing Episcopal church in
Connecticut. The service will
feature a salute to American
folk music officiated by our
new priest-in-charge, The Rev.
Dr. Gretchen S. Grimshaw.
Trinity’s services are avail-

able online at https://www.
facebook.com/trinitychurchbrooklyn.
For more information,
visit
http://www.trinitychurchbrooklyn.org.
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+
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860-564-SAVE (7283)

Serving our community for over 30 years

Best Value & Quality
from CT’s
Largest Sawmill

CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, LLC

Remodeling
Kitchens, Baths
and More!
CALL Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
carpentryservicesct.com
CT #0606460 • #MA-HIC#196807 • RI #763
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Bill Couture and Jake Valentine were crowned winners of the 6th
annual Quinebaug Valley Rotaract Club Cornhole Classic.
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Come see what we saw!
Family Owned & Operated since 1965
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300 Colors in Full Slabs
to Choose From!

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA
(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4
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over the last half-decade,
Goslin said she feels the Club
founded the event at a perfect
time getting a head start on
the rise of cornhole and benefitting greatly from the growing interest with consistent
participation every year.
“Cornhole has really
blown up over the years, so
I think we’re really ahead
of the game. We’ve had a lot
of sponsors and teams who
have come out to support us
year after year so it’s really exciting to see everyone
come together every year to
support our mission,” said
Goslin. “It’s so much work to

put together a fundraiser like
this but being here the day of
the event and seeing everyone smiling and embracing healthy competition, it
makes everything worth it.”
The event raised $4,500 over
the course of the afternoon
which include income from
a series of raffles of donated
prizes from local supporters
and businesses. The 2022
event crowned Bill Couture
and Jake Valentine as champions for the second year in
a row with a $200 cash grand
prize. Second place went to
Kyle Liebsher and Kelsey
Rhines and third place was
Danielle Humphreys and
Joey Farquharson.
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Woodstock Middle School students
pay tribute to Caesar
BY DONNA DUFRESNE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WOODSTOCK — On June 7, seventh graders from Woodstock Middle
School shared evidence and insights
about slavery in the dedication ceremony of a Witness Stone for a young man
named Caesar, who was born enslaved
in 1784 and raised with three other
young men, Cit, Simon, and Prince in
the Samuel McClellan home. In 1803,
Caesar self-emancipated and his name
never appears again in the Woodstock
records.
The Woodstock Education Foundation
and The Last Green Valley granted seventh grade English teacher, Christine
Carter, and social studies teacher, Kyra
Lit Schauer funds to research and place
a Witness Stone in Woodstock. The
Witness Stones Project™, “is a K-12
educational initiative whose mission
is to restore the history and honor the
humanity of the enslaved individuals
who helped build our communities.
The project provides archival research,
professional teacher development, a
classroom curriculum, and public programming to help students discover
and chronicle the local history of slavery. The final component of the work
in each community is the placement of
Witness Stone Memorials, permanent
landscape markers that honor enslaved
individuals where they lived, worked,
or worshiped. The award-winning program has spread to over eighty-six communities in five states and is rapidly
growing throughout the Northeast from
New Jersey to Maine.
The dedication ceremony, which took
place at Roseland Park Amphitheater,
included the flag ceremony and Pledge
of Allegiance led by: Brendan Wright,
Jacob Twordzidlo, Blake Kudzal and
Blake Robida, of Woodstock Boy Scout
Troop # 27. The Reverend Kevin Downer
of First Church of Woodstock opened
the ceremony with an invocation. First
Selectman, Jay Swan, and Viktor Toth,
Superintendent of Woodstock Schools
gave remarks, commending the students for their hard work and dedica-

tion.
The following students read excerpts
from their essays about Caesar: Robert
Graham, Brayden Bottone, Lorelai Fish,
Bella Stilltano, Kelsey McNeil, Maylie
Ganias, and Brendan Lund. Izzy Crowly
and Brendan Wright read Poems about
Caesar. It was apparent through the
student essays and poems that they
learned about Woodstock history on
their journey to uncover Caesar’s life.
While examining primary sources, students gained a snapshot of the economy,
industries, agricultural practices, the
thriving commerce of South Woodstock,
and Samuel McClellan’s contributions
to Woodstock and the Revolutionary
War, giving context to Caesar’s experience.
It’s not easy to find the stories of
enslaved Africans who lived and
worked in Northeast Connecticut when
America was but a glint in the eyes of
those who dared to dream. Vital records,
land records, wills, and probate records
from the time of slavery in the 18th
century left a scant trail behind those

Killingly Public Schools offer food
service program to qualifying students
KILLINGLY — The Killingly Public
Schools announces its participation
in the federally funded Summer Food
Service Program (SFSP). Under the
SFSP, nutritious meals are provided
free of charge to children 18 years and
under at the following site from July 5
until Aug. 5.
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in the long run.”
He went on to call it a “great social
change movement.”
While the provisions of the legislation
were still being finalized at the time of
writing, the major goals of the agreement have been outlined. These including supporting state crisis intervention
orders to create and administer laws to
ensure deadly weapons are kept away
from individuals the court determines
to be a danger to themselves or others,
investment in children and family mental health services, expanding protections of victims of domestic violence,
providing funding for states to enact
“red-flag laws” to remove guns from
people deemed to be dangerous, funding
school-based mental health and supportive services and school safety resources, clarifying the definition of federally
licensed firearms dealers, investments
in telehealth, an enhanced review process for those under 21-years-old seeking to purchase weapons including
reviewing juvenile and mental health
records, and cracking down on criminals who illegally “straw purchase” and
traffic guns.
The agreement still needs to pass the
Senate proper and earn 60 votes to break
through a filibuster by the G.O.P. which
would allow it to go to the Senate floor
for a vote. The agreement has received
national attention from both parties as
a rare agreement between Republicans
and Democrats on one of the most divisive political topics of the last 20 years.

THE LAW OFFICE OF

G A BRIELLE L A BONTE
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

WILLS A ND
T RUSTS
ME DICA ID
P LA NNING
P ROBA TE
5 VINA LANE P.O. BOX 709
BROOKLYN, CONNECTICUT 06234
PHONE: 860-774-3700 • FAX: 860-774-6300

Killingly High School
226 Putnam Pike
Dayville CT 06241
Breakfast from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and
Lunch from 11:50 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday
For more information, please contact
Tim Mugan, 860 779-6792, ext. 1.

who were enumerated as “negro male
or female” in census data or merely
mentioned as possessions in wills, such
as “my negro man Cuff”. And yet, students found evidence of their existence
and the reality that even the smallest of
New England towns were complicit in
African slave trade whether they liked
it or not.
Dennis Culliton, co-founder of The
Witness Stones Project, introduced keynote speaker, Pat Wilson Pheanious,
chair of the Witness Stones Project
BOD. Ms. Pheanious, former State
Representative from Ashford, and
the daughter of a Tuskegee Airman,

The

remarked on how empowering it was
for her to learn from the Witness Stone
research in Guilford, her ancestors’
place in American History. By saying
their names, Pheanious felt for the first
time that she belonged to America as
much as anyone else.
At the end of the ceremony, the
Woodstock Middle School Chorus performed “We Shall Overcome,” conducted by Maria Wood. The students continued to sing the song while walking from
Roseland Park to the Witness Stone site
at the McClellan House where owner,
Kevin Lewis, welcomed the group to
unveil the stone where Caesar once
lived. Reverend Kevin Downer gave a
benediction that reminded students of
the higher purpose of their project. He
asked the whole group to repeat the
following words:
“I am somebody. “ “You are somebody.” And now, in the spirit of the
Witness Stone Project, join me as we
declare that “Everybody is somebody!”
Rev. Downer went on to challenge the
students who were part of the Witness
Stones Project to share their experience
with others so that we might have a
“more hopeful, sustainable future.
According to teacher, Christine
Carter, “Students were very interested
in discovering elements of Woodstock
history that they did not know before.
They felt a kinship with Caesar in his
desire to be out from under the paternalism of enslavement as they dream
of also growing up and having more
choices. I am grateful to have been
part of this project, and I hope it will
continue to bring community members
together.”

Annual Jamboree

Monday, July 4, 2022 • 10:00am – 4:00pm
on the East Woodstock Common
220 Woodstock Road, Woodstock, CT 06281
Parade steps off at 1:00pm
Band Concert, Live Entertainment,
Children’s Games, Hayrides, Book Tent,
Attic Treasures (Tag Sale), Food Choices
And Much, Much More!

Come and enjoy an
old-fashioned
Fourth of July.
FREE PARKING AND ADMISSION
For more information visit:
www.EastWoodstockChurch.org
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Eastern’s Leadership Luncheon honors four
outstanding donors, alumni

Photo Courtesy

Left to right: Moh’d RuJoub, David Foster, Marilyn Foster, President Elsa
Nunez, Matt Pepin, Beth Regan.

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern
Connecticut State University
honored four members of its
alumni and donor community on June 10 at its annual President’s Leadership
Luncheon and Awards ceremony. The event gathered
more than 100 donors and
friends while recognizing the
generosity and accomplishments of Professor Moh’d
RuJoub, alumni Matt Pepin
‘91 and Beth Regan ‘79, and
local philanthropist David
Foster.
President Elsa Nunez welcomed attendees to the first
Leadership Luncheon since
the onset of the pandemic.

“This luncheon is so important to the life of our university,” she said, “for today we
come together to thank our
family of committed donors
for their generous support of
our students, and to honor
those former students who
have gone on to bring honor to
Eastern through their personal and professional achievements.”
“Today we recognize the
impact of our alumni and of
our donors,” followed Vice
President of Institutional
Advancement Ken DeLisa.
“Because of your professional achievements, personal
philanthropy, and unwaver-

ing commitment to Eastern,
you inspire our passion for
higher education. You serve
as role models for our students and you create opportunities for them to succeed.”
Justin Murphy ‘04, president of the ECSU Foundation
Board of Directors, recounted the many recent successes
of Eastern’s foundation and
donor family. “The work of the
Foundation never stops... Not
even a global pandemic prevented the ECSU Foundation
from its work.”
Fall 2021’s Athletic Director
Challenge was its most successful campaign yet, according to
Murphy, raising $135,000 from
500 donors. The Foundation
awarded a record $850,000 to
376 students in the 2021-22 academic year. “Thanks to the
philanthropy of many of you
in this room,” said Murphy,
“the ECSU Foundation is on
target to raise $1.5 million by
the time our fiscal year ends
on June 30.”
Moh’d RuJoub
For his myriad involvements with Eastern and the
Willimantic
community,
Moh’d RuJoub received the
Hermann Beckert ‘Friend of
the University’ Award. As
coordinator of the Accounting
Program, RuJoub’s legacy is
one of student employability,
alumni engagement and commitment to all things accounting.
RuJoub has served as faculty mentor of Eastern’s
Accounting Society and the
student chapter of the Eastern
Institute of Management
Accountants (IMA). He’s a
member of the Chief Financial
Officers Association and
serves as an ad hoc reviewer for American Accounting
Association publications.
RuJoub has been the recipient of numerous awards,
including the 2018 National
Distinguished Service Award
by the Institute of Management
Accountants (IMA), as well as
the IMA’s Campus Advocate
of the Year in 2015. He
received the Educator AllStar Award in 2016 from the
National Association of Black
Accountants (NABA).
In
addition
to
leading Eastern’s Accounting
Program for the last two
decades, RuJoub is the driving force behind the recent
reinstatement of the Master of
Science in Accounting, which
is now a fully online master’s
program. He also established
the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistant (VITA) program at
Eastern, which in its 23-year
existence has provided income
tax assistance to thousands of

local lower-income families
and yielded millions in tax
refunds in the Windham-area
economy.
For the past 26 years,
RuJoub has organized the
annual Accounting Banquet,
an evening of professional networking for students, alumni
and faculty. Finally, RuJoub
created his own scholarship,
the Dr. Moh’d RuJoub and
Family Endowed Accounting
Scholarship, has raised more
than $60,000 since 2017.
“It has been a joy to serve at
this great institution and help
so many of our students go on
to succeed and become leaders
in the accounting industry,”
said RuJoub. “I felt strongly
to create the Rujoub Family
Scholarship after seeing firsthand how many students
struggle financially dedicated,
hardworking students who
need a little extra monetary
support. I’m proud to report
that (we’ve) been able to give
more than 20 scholarships to
bright and deserving accountings students since starting
this endowment.”
Matt Pepin ‘91
Due to his rise to the top
of the journalism profession,
Matt Pepin ‘91 received this
year’s Distinguished Alumni
Award. From humble beginnings with the Campus
Lantern, Pepin now serves
as sports editor of the Boston
Globe - one of the country’s
premier news organizations
in one of its hottest professional sports cities.
Prior to leading the Globe’s
sports
department,
the
Eastern English major worked
as sports editor at the New
Haven Register and Times
Record-Herald in Middletown,
NY. He joined the Globe in
2009 as digital sports editor
before his latest promotion in
2018, where he oversees a staff
of 30 full-time and 20 part-time
employees, producing content
for the Globe’s printed newspaper, websites, newsletters
and social media.
In a previous Eastern
Magazine interview, Pepin
said, “When I started pursuing journalism at the Campus
Lantern it was a once-a-week
affair. When I worked at the
New Haven Register, we had
to get it out daily. Now, in the
digital era, there’s this pressure to produce every minute,
every hour.”
As a student, Pepin worked
with Eastern’s venerable
sports information specialist,
Bob Molta. “No one left a greater impression on me than Bob
Molta,” he said. “He showed
me how to pull back the curtain and find the story I’ve

VILLAGER ALMANAC
AT CT AUDUBON
Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties
for the week of June 13: Purple Martin, American Kestrel,
Bobolink, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, Scarlet Tanager, Yellow Warbler, Blue-winged
Warbler, Eastern Kingbird, Worm-eating Warbler,
American Redstart, Barn Swallow, Ovenbird, Wood
Thrush, Veery, Louisiana Waterthrush, Indigo Bunting,
American Woodcock, Bobwhite Quail. Visit ctaudubon.
org/Pomfret-home.
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worked with a lot of journalists and media professionals
across the world. Bob is the
standard I judge them all by.”
Beth Regan ‘79
Commemorating her accomplishments as an educator,
coach, athlete, tribal leader
and dedicated Eastern alumna, Beth Regan ‘79 received the
Distinguished Service Award.
At the ceremony, Regan was
elated to learn of the creation
of the “Beth Regan Endowed
Women’s Soccer Fund,” a
scholarship spearheaded by
current women’s soccer head
coach Christian D’Ambrosio
in honor of Regan’s pivotal
role in the founding of the
women’s soccer program.
Regan arrived on campus
in 1975 to pursue an undergraduate degree in History
and Social Sciences - and
later returned for a master’s
degree in Education-Human
Relations. Regan played varsity basketball and softball
when Title IX legislation in
the 1970s was creating new
opportunities for female college athletes.
In her 35 years as a teacher at Tolland High School,
Regan specialized in both
Native American Studies and
Russian history. Combining
her abilities as a teacher
with her love of athletics,
she became the high school’s
women’s soccer coach, leaving that position in 1986 to
become the founding coach of
Eastern’s women’s soccer program, a post she held for six
years. Her involvement with
Eastern athletics continues to
this day, serving as volunteer
assistant coach for the women’s basketball team.
Regan is also a dedicated
Special Olympics volunteer
and coach, as well as an active
member of the Mohegan
Tribe. Known as “Morning
Deer” among her tribe, she
was elected to the Mohegan
Tribal Council of Elders in
2014. A longtime resident of
Hampton, CT, Regan has also
fulfilled a number of community roles, presently serving
on the board of directors of the
Fletcher Memorial Library.
“Service is my way of thanking all of you,” she said to the
crowd of friends and fellow
Eastern supporters. “It’s one
way of giving back a little that
was given to me We may not
be able to change the whole
world, but we can change our
little part of it.”
David Foster
For his dynamic philanthropy and local-legend status as a
musical entrepreneur, David
Foster received the ECSU
Foundation Board of Directors
Award. As the face of the
Lester E. Foster and Phyllis
M. Foster Foundation, he has
overseen support for several
Windham-area organizations,
including the Covenant Soup
Kitchen, Windham Hospital,
Windham No Freeze Shelter,
Horizons and others.
Since 2006, the Foster
Foundation has provided more
than $125,000 for a variety of
Eastern programs and scholarships. But its biggest gift
yet was just announced this
June: a $250,000 contribution
to the David G. Carter, Jr.,
Endowment Fund.
“Eastern is the pinnacle
of our community and I’m a
strong believer of scholarship
and a big fan of Dr. Carter,”
said Foster. “Knowledge is
everything today. If everybody
has a chance to have an education, they have a chance to
better themselves.”
Preceding his life as a
philanthropist, Foster developed a storied reputation as
an owner of the legendary
Shaboo Inn in Mansfield, a
R&B and jazz nightclub, and
later as the band leader of The
Shaboo All-Stars and founder
of Shaboo Productions. Foster
was recognized with a lifetime
achievement award in 2012 by
the Connecticut Blues Society
and inducted into the Mohegan
Sun Hall of Fame in 2013.
“Music is David Foster’s
life,” said VP DeLisa. “He has a
passion for singing; entertaining audiences brings him joy.
He owns a business that benefits musicians and enables
them to create the sounds that
inspire and entertain their
audiences. And he is the driving force behind a charitable
endowment that will provide
basic needs, improved health
care and educational opportunity for countless individuals
for generations to come.”
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Laurie Plantier named Employee of the Month
at Westview Health Care

Laurie Plantier

DAYVILLE — Laurie Plantier, LPN
earned the praise of the May Employee
of the Month award at Westview Health
Care Center.
A Licensed Practical Nurse, Plantier
takes great care in providing skilled
nursing treatment for the patients in
her care. Her compassion for helping
in healing is devout: she strives to
improve the lives of all those around
her, through both her professional and
personal experiences. She holds multiple degrees and certifications across
various healthcare pursuits. She started at Westview as a CNA in 1989 and

worked at the Dayville skilled nursing facility for about 12 years. In that
time, she went on to earn her Practical
Nursing certificate from Windham
Technical School, and a Phlebotomy
certificate from Quinebaug Valley
Community College. She decided to
pursue a different challenge after this
time at Westview, and went back to
school with her lifelong love of animals
in mind. She then earned a Bachelor’s
Degree in Veterinary Science from
Becker College, and she has worked at
several animal clinics in Connecticut’s
quiet corner.
Plantier enjoys the science of healthcare and considers herself a proponent
of natural caregiving. She feels the
need to take care of others, whether
two-legged, four-legged, or otherwise.
At many times, she has found that a lot
of animal care and human care overlaps
under the same premise and approach.
Non-verbal communication is often
required when caring for people, and
it is always required when caring for
animals. She forms many of her medical plans by reading body language as
an essential building block for the care.
She likes to describe her life and her
career as a book, and sensed it was time
to turn to another chapter and return
to explore additional opportunities in
nursing. Due to a personal connection
in her life, she felt especially compelled
to do more as a health care provider
and learn as much as she could about
medicine.
Plantier’s return to Licensed Practical
Nursing required her to review her
knowledge and skills; accomplished by
completing some specific educational
and clinical course work. She greatly
appreciates that she was able to work

Putnam resident
Garrett McMerriman
completes intensive
research project
WORCESTER, Mass. — Garrett
McMerriman, a member of the class of
2023 majoring in Data Science (BS) at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI),
was a member of a student team that
recently completed an intense research
project titled LID/GI in Massachusetts
Communities.
At WPI, all undergraduates are
required to complete a research-driven,
professional-level project that applies
science and technology to addresses an
important societal need or issue. About
two-thirds of students complete a project at one of the university’s 50-plus
off-campus project centers, which are
located around the world. A signature
element of the innovative undergraduate experience at WPI, the project-based
curriculum offers students the opportunity to apply their scientific and technical knowledge to develop thoughtful
solutions to real problems that affect
the quality of people’s lives-and make a
difference before they graduate.
“The WPI project-based curriculum’s
focus on global studies brings students
out of the classroom and their comfort
zones and into the global community to
apply their knowledge and to solve problems,” said Professor Kent Rissmiller,
professor of Integrative& Global Studies
and associate dean of The Global School.
“Students are immersed in all aspects of
a different culture, from the way people
live and work to the values they hold
to the foods they eat - all valuable perspectives for surviving and thriving in

Danielson resident
graduates from
Husson University

today’s global marketplace. They also
learn the meaning and magic of teamwork; make a real and meaningful difference in their host community; and
gain a competitive edge for any resume,
or graduate or professional school application.”
About
Worcester
Polytechnic
Institute
WPI, a global leader in project-based
learning, is a distinctive, top-tier technological university founded in 1865 on the
principle that students learn most effectively by applying the theory learned
in the classroom to the practice of solving real-world problems. Recognized by
the National Academy of Engineering
with the 2016 Bernard M. Gordon Prize
for Innovation in Engineering and
Technology Education, WPI’s pioneering project-based curriculum engages
undergraduates in solving important
scientific, technological, and societal
problems throughout their education
and at more than 50 project centers
around the world. WPI offers more than
70 bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral
degree programs across 18 academic
departments in science, engineering,
technology, business, the social sciences, and the humanities and arts. Its faculty and students pursue groundbreaking research to meet ongoing challenges
in health and biotechnology; robotics
and the internet of things; advanced
materials and manufacturing; cyber,
data, and security systems; learning
science; and more. www.wpi.edu

He was able to achieve
these accomplishments
in only five (5) years of
college and we couldn’t be
more proud of his success.
Derosier is currently a
Financial Specialist for TD
Bank in Portland, Maine
where his future endeavors begins. He graduated
from Killingly High School
back in June 2017.

BANGOR, Maine — Kyle
Jonathan Derosier, of
Danielson, graduated from
Husson University, located in Bangor, Maine on
May 7. He graduated with
both a Bachelor
of Science Degree
in
Business LEONARD ZADORA & SONS, LLC
Administration DEMOLITION, SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATION
FREE ESTIMATE
(Finance) - Magna
Cum
Laude;
and a Master of • New & Repaired Septic Systems
Science Degree
• Landscaping
in
Business
• Stumping • Drainage Systems
Administration.

• Sewer Connections
• Frost Walls • Cellar Holes
• Snow Plowing
• Loam • Sand • Gravel • Fill

860-774-1737

EYE OPENING

108 Thompson Pike, Dayville, CT 06241
40 Years Experience • Licensed & Insured

with Westview to fulfill her clinical
hours necessary for the license renewal. Returning after this time away from
the facility, she instantly felt comfortable in such an acquainted setting. She
was especially delighted to see so many
familiar faces working at Westview
from her previous time there, and how
many of them who started out together
as young nurses have grown into their
own elevated positions. After renewing her Practical Nursing License,
she resumed caring for patients in the
skilled nursing setting of Westview. At
the same time, enhancing her knowledge and skills to learn more about
breakthrough treatments by working
towards a degree from Three Rivers
Community College as a Registered
Nurse. She is especially interested in
learning to perform infusion medicine,
developing even greater wound care
methods, and how to perform more
advanced technical treatments.
Away from Westview, Plantier adores
her cats and likes to take time to birdwatch; especially loving the sight of
raptors. Some of her aviary highlights
include the observation a nest of fledgling hawks that was in her backyard,
and the recent sighting of a bald eagle.
She is an avid reader, enjoying crime
and mystery novels as well as educational journals and science magazines.
As an exercise to keep her mind active,
she loves to do puzzles and word searches. Laurie finds that word searches are
especially helpful in training her brain
to find the information she seeks on
medical charts. There is great affection
felt by Laurie towards her family; considering her mother to be her greatest
supporter, and enjoying as much time
as possible with her niece Mariah and

her great-niece, Freya.
In being appreciated for Westview
Health Care Center’s Employee of the
Month award, Plantier remarked about
her own appreciation for the facility
and her colleagues there.
“Thank you to the team at Westview
for acknowledging my strong points
and for supporting me in my role. It’s
a good feeling to know I’m part of a
team that acknowledges the efforts we
all take to provide the best care for our
residents and patients,” she said.
Westview Administrator David
T. Panteleakos has enjoyed seeing
Plantier’s career evolution and praises
her pursuits in the health care industry.
“Laurie knows so much about patient
care from many years in the skilled
nursing industry, and she carries
intellectual curiosity with her through
all of her professional efforts,” Mr.
Panteleakos commented. “We are so
glad to have her back on our team at
Westview, and we share in her enthusiasm for becoming a Registered Nurse.
Congratulations to Laurie!”
Westview Health Care Center is a
103-bed inpatient skilled nursing facility, which includes a distinct and
self-contained 28-bed sub-acute short
term rehabilitation unit and outpatient physical, occupational and speech
therapies including: Sports Medicine,
Adolescent/Pediatric, Adult, and
Aquatic Outpatient Centers, all dedicated to providing outstanding quality health care services. The Dayville
facility is consistently ranked among
the top nursing facilities in the nation,
according to the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services as well as U.S.
News and World Report, consecutively
for the past 14 years.

Woodstock Academy’s
F.R.E.S.H. donates to Audubon
Society’s campership fund

WOODSTOCK — Members of
F.R.E.S.H., a student-run nonprofit
that works toward poverty relief and
awareness in northeastern Connecticut,
recently donated funds raised over the
school year to the Connecticut Audubon
Society’s summer campership fund.
“Every year, F.R.E.S.H. students
work diligently to provide elementary and middle school students with
memorable summer experiences,” says
CAS Northeast Region Director, Sarah
Heminway.
In its 12th year, the Connecticut
Audubon Society is running three
weeks of bike camp in July which will

Two 9’x7’ Garage doors &
Two Electric Openers

Now $2,995
Exp. 06/30/2022

be supported by the F.R.E.S.H. initiative.
Getting kids outside and pedaling on
the Air Line Trail and other safe biking
by-ways provides fresh air, exercise,
stress relief and is a fantastic alternative to the screen time far too many kids
are subjected to these days. F.R.E.S.H.
president and academy senior, Sofia
Murray presented the check. She is
headed to Northeastern University in
the fall. Our sincere thanks to Sofia
and the F.R.E.S.H. students for all their
selfless work.
Interested bike campers ages nine to
13 are welcome. Bike and helmet are
required. Open weeks are June 27-July
1, July 11-15 and July 25-29.
Contact the Center at Pomfret for
campership availability at 860-928-4948.
View our brochure at ctaudubon.org/
pomfret-camp.

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts
The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD
Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER

JEWELERS™

BR I L L I ANC E Y OU DE SE R VE

®

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza
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Garden Tour and Arts & Craft Fair set for July 9
WOODSTOCK — The Quiet
Corner Garden Club presents
Gardens & Art in the Country, a
self-guided Garden Tour and an
Arts & Crafts Fair on Saturday,
July 9 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
tour will feature eight gardens
located in Woodstock, Pomfret
and Putnam. Fifty vendors will
display and sell their work at
the Arts & Crafts Fair, located
at the Woodstock Fairgrounds.
Tour gardens offer a variety
of vistas from formal gardens
to pocket gardens, historic
farms, shade and vegetable gar-

dens, unique patios and outdoor spaces. Plein Air artists,
musicians and craftsmen will
provide additional entertainment in the gardens. Garden
owners and club members will
be available to answer questions about plants and design.
The tour starts at the
Woodstock Fairgrounds on
Route 169 / 171, where participants can purchase tickets
or visit the Will Call table to
receive an admission wristband and tour booklet. The
booklet includes a map, a

description of each garden, and
indicates rest rooms and picnic
area locations.
The Arts & Crafts Fair is
located adjacent to the registration/admissions tables at
the Fairgrounds. Local artists
will offer unique gift items
including pottery, jewelry,
and garden items. The Quiet
Corner Garden Club will offer
its “Garden and Gift Shoppe”
featuring wreaths, planters
and more.
Funds raised from this
event support our annual

Eastford Church to
hold frog jump and
band concert

Photo Courtesy

Olivia of Eastford is happy with her balloon friend at last year’s Frog Jump.
BY MIKE MORAN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

EASTFORD — The Congregational
Church of Eastford will hold its annual
free summer Band Concert and Frog
Jump on Saturday, July 9. The evening will feature a frog jumping contest.
Bring your own frog (loaners will be
available). Also on tap will be games
and fun activities for children, and a
concert by the East Woodstock Cornet
Band. Burgers, hot dogs and sides will
be served as well as local premium ice
cream. There will also a balloon artist,

Horticultural and Conservation
Scholarship
Program.
Scholarships are awarded to
high school and college students interested or enrolled in
agriculture and horticulture
related fields of study. Proceeds
also fund many local civic projects sponsored by the Quiet
Corner Garden Club. Projects
include holiday wreaths made
each December and donated to
over 55 municipal buildings in
the area; installing a memorial garden at the Woodstock
Middle School; and gardening

at local senior housing.
Tickets are $25 the day of the
tour or available in advance for
$20 at www.quietcornergardenclub.com. Children under
12 are free. Strollers, carriages
and pets are not allowed in the
gardens. Pets, except for service animals, are not allowed
on the Fairgrounds at any time.
The Quiet Corner Garden
Club is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization affiliated with
Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut and National
Garden Clubs.

Putnam High School
honor roll
PUTNAM — Putnam
High School has released
its honor roll for the
fourth quarter of the 20212022 school year.
Class of 2022
High Honors: Autumn
Allard, Karson Bates,
Zachary
Belleville,
Trinity Bonet Shepard,
Johnathen Brouillette,
Carissa
Charron,
Amayah
Chavez,
Tyler Fullerton, Ethan
Gardner, Olivia HassettMellen, James Lazarou,
Stephanie Olecki, Halie
Reidy, Jack Rindge,
Ethan Rodriguez, Adam
Tomkins, Connor Vassar
First Honors: Savannah
Acquarulo, Saige Albino,
Rafaela Araujo, Arabella
Canova, Samantha Eddy,
Ariana
Hernandez,
Amelia
Labbe-Fahy,
Lexie
Latendresse,
Celenia Lopez, Benjamin
Northup,
Avery
Pedersen, Malik Roberts,
Xander Ruggeri, Ewa
Sekula, Destiney Simas,
Jaidyn
Tremblay,
Hunter Vanasse, Janessa
Wolfe
Recognition: Reagan
Boledovic, David DePari,
Cody Keene, Abigail
LaBonte, Darien Mercier,
Nunzio Puzo, Amber
Rape, William Wolfe

cotton candy, a bounce house and an
old-fashioned cake walk.
Last year, three dozen guests took
home home-baked treats. Everything is
Free! The event has been a community
summer favorite for at least a century.
“In these times that can seem difficult, this evening offers a deep breath of
fresh air,” said Allison Gormley, church
missions and outreach leader, adding,
“Please join us for a relaxing, delightful
family time.”
Class of 2023
Frog registration begins at 5 p.m., and
High Honors: Angelina
events begin at 5:30 p.m. The Church is Porter, Jenna Robbie,
at 8 Church Rd. in Eastford.

Ella Schoppe, Emily
St. Martin, Guinevere
Weiker
First Honors: Jacob
Benzie, Elysse Britt, Cole
Dignam, Allyson DiNola,
Robert Leblanc, Cooper
Livingston,
Cameron
Lowell, Enrico Gabriel
Ong, Alishia Thompson,
Brenden Womack
Recognition:
Jenny
Boriboun,
Rachelle
Deloge, Michael Ellis,
Abigail
Fitts,
Jack
Garcia, Kaylee Goding,
Alonzo Henries, Rylee
Houle, Raymond Jordan,
Sara Lackey, Sullivan
MacDonald,
Jacob
Mailloux,
Emerald Perry, Daniel
Pratt, DeAnn Pringle,
MacKenzie Reidy, Shaina
Sudol,
Amy Vongvirath, Colin
Wojciechowski
Class of 2024
High Honors: Melodie
Anderson,
Lucian
Canova, Brady Devlin,
Savannah Loiselle,
Brandon Marcelonis
First Honors: Grace
Collins,
CoraRose
Desrosiers,
Travis
Fredette, Lily Goyette,
Grant
Hart,
Adam
Sekula, Isabel Vergoni
Recognition:
Railey
Anctil,
Ava
Briere,
Aysaiah
Chavez,
Atiana Estes, Katelyn
Fitzpatrick,
Kylee Howe-Barnett,

Nathaniel
Lazarou,
Danielle
Levesque,
Draven Levesque, Pedro
Ortiz, Jonathan Racine,
Noah Rudman, Jack
Seiffert
Class of 2025
High Honors: Brooke
Champagne,
Melanie
Garcia,
Madison
Lamothe,
Isabelle
Magalhaes, Kaylee Mayo,
Edy Morente Mendez,
Ava Morrison
First Honors: Raihden
Albino, Lucas Benoit,
Sawyer Britt, Anthony
Cosentino,
Aaliyah
Daughenbaugh, Antonio
Furtado, Diogo Gonzaga
Andrade, Thiago Gonzaga
Andrade, Olivia Hetrick,
Hale Karadeniz, Logan
LaFrance,
Timothy
Maltais, Emily Olecki,
Jacob Olson,
Nathaniel
Pearsall,
Isabel Porter, Jenna
Simas, Clara Souza,
Hailey Summers,
McKenna Williams
Recognition:
Leah
Anctil, Caleb Bellerose,
Lillian Ennis, Caden
Gluck, Yakelin Gomez,
Deven Lamothe, Anthony
Lowell, Evan Mailloux,
Carlito Ortiz, Jamison
Proulx, Damien Ross,
Harley
Ryan,
Bella
Sanchez, Gianna Simas,
Santino Stevens, Justin
Vukas,
Stanislaus
Wolczak, Ava Wolinski

Eastern names two permanent deans to lead Schools of
Arts & Sciences and Education & Professional Studies
WILLIMANTIC — After
conducting national searches,
Emily Todd of Northampton,
Mass. and Niti Pandey of
Willimantic, have been named
deans at Eastern Connecticut
State University for the 2022-

2023 school year.
School of Arts & Sciences
Todd will become the new
Dean of the School of Arts and
Sciences on July 1. She was the
Founding Dean of the College
of Arts, Humanities, and Social
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Sciences at Westfield State
University in 2018. Prior to
that dean’s position, she served
as chair of the Department of
English from 2010 through
2018.
Todd earned her Ph.D. in
English from the University
of Minnesota, a Master
of Philosophy in Scottish
Literature from St. Andrews
University in Scotland, and a
Bachelor of Arts in American
Studies from Amherst College,
where she also graduated
magna cum laude.
“Dr. Todd brings a deep
understanding and commitment to the liberal arts, along
with her lengthy experience
in public higher education at
an institution that is similar
to Eastern in
many ways,”
said William
Salka,
provost and vice
president for
Academic

Affairs.”
School of Education and
Professional Studies
Pandey is the new Dean of
the School of Education and
Professional Studies. Pandey
joined Eastern in 2012 as an
Assistant Professor in the
Business
Administration
Department and was promoted
to full professor in 2021, teaching numerous courses at both
the graduate and undergraduate levels.
She has served as the
coordinator of the Master of
Science in Organizational
Management,
coordinator
of the Labor Relations and
Human Resource Management
major, assistant chair of the
Business
Administration
Department, and chair of the
Management and Marketing
Department. Dr. Pandey was
also interim dean in the school
for the 2021-2022 school year
following the retirement of Dr.
Elizabeth Scott.

Prior to joining Eastern,
Pandey was a visiting assistant professor in the Krannert
School of Management at
Purdue University and a visiting assistant professor at the
University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign. Dr. Pandey has a
Ph.D. and Master of Science
degree in Human Resources
and Industrial Relations from
the University of Illinois at
Urbana Champaign, and a
Master of Arts and Bachelor
of Arts in Psychology from the
University of Delhi.
“Dr. Pandey brings numerous strengths to this position,”
said Salka, “including experience working with faculty on
curricular revisions, a strong
knowledge of the AACSB
accreditation process, and a
deep understanding of our mission, our strategic plan, and the
role of the School of Education
and Professional Studies in
both.”
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Woodstock Academy announces Class Night
scholarships and awards
WOODSTOCK — Members of
the class of 2022, families, faculty, and the greater Woodstock
Academy community gathered
in Loos Center for the Arts on
Friday, June 17, for the annual
Class Night and Baccalaureate
program.
Throughout the evening,
soon-to-be graduates were
honored with 240 awards and
scholarships. Generous donors
and community partners
contributed to the more than
$380,000 awarded to Woodstock
Academy students during the
event.
By a vote of the senior class,
fine arts teacher Justin DuPuis
was chosen as the inspirational
speaker for the Baccalaureate
portion of the evening.
Senior class president,
Hailey McDonald of Pomfret,
welcomed the families, guests,
and classmates, and presented
the senior class gift.
111 seniors received the
Presidential
Award
for
Academic Excellence awarded
to students with a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher.
The Yale Honor Cup and the
Donald and Hope Williams
Scholarships, The Woodstock
Academy’s most prestigious
awards, will be presented at
Saturday’s commencement
exercises.
2022
Awards
and
Scholarships
Amber Ahearn: Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Frederick B, Theodore R. and
James H Haddad Scholarship,
Outstanding Achievement in
Family & Consumer Science;
Claire Anderson: CR Premier
Properties Entrepreneurial
Award; Parker Anderson:
Outstanding Achievement in
Entrepreneurship; Linsey
Arends:
Congressional
Certificate of Merit, High
Achievement in Introduction
to
Engineering
CAD,
Outstanding Achievement in
Mandarin 4, David & Helen
Richardson
Scholarship,
Williams
Scholarship
Robertson Essay 2nd Place;
John Armstrong: Kenneth
Beatson
Award;
Hashim
Ashour Wiltsie: Most Improved
in Science Award; Annarose
Avery: Susan Dorrance Gordon
- Latin Prize; Samantha
Bellantone: High Achievement
in Family Foods & Nutrition;
Morgan Bentley: DAR Good
Citizen’s
Award,
Most
Deserving Senior - Nelson
Morse Memorial Award,
Putnam
Rotary
Leon
Archambault
Memorial
Scholarship, QVR Rotaract
Scholarship,
Spirol
International Scholarship, The
Town of Woodstock Fire and
Life Safety Scholarship sponsored by Linemaster Switch
and Rogers Corp., Woodstock
Lions Club Scholarship; Alison
Bessette:
Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Union School Association
Scholarship,
Wesley
Woronecki Scholarship; Jana
Bogosavljevic: Outstanding
Achievement in Introduction
to Computer Science; Zoe
Botta: High Achievement in
Introduction to Engineering
CAD,
Outstanding
Achievement in English 4,
Outstanding Achievement in
History of Rock and Roll,
Outstanding Achievement in
Latin
4,
Outstanding
Instrumentalist, Woodstock
Lions Club Scholarship; Jacob
Boynton:
Kristina
Noe
Memorial Scholarship; Stella
Brin: National Honor Society
Scholarship; Nico Burgio: High
Achievement in Multicultural
Foods; Paige Campbell: High
Achievement in Game Design;
Leah Castle: Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Shirley Bradway Serafin
Scholarship, David Teed
Academy Ambassador Award,
Douglas Foisy Memorial
Scholarship, Putnam Rotary
Ray & Vi Brousseau Memorial
Scholarship; Murphy Chace:
High Achievement in 3D
Animation, Senior Video
Contest - Best Technical
Execution; Dylan Chamberlin:
Senexet Grange Helena B.
Duffy Scholarship, Woodstock
Agricultural
Society
Scholarship; Hannah Clark:
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Make Your Mark
Scholarship,
High
Achievement in Pastry &
Baking,
The
Academy
Humanitarian Scholarship;
Nicole
Davidson:
High
Achievement in Multicultural
Foods; Ella Davis: Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Shirley Bradway Serafin
Scholarship;
Marcella

DePierdomenico: Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Laura Fish-Kelly Scholarship,
Accounting Award; Riley
Driscoll: High Achievement in
The Music Biz; EmmalineHope
Ebbeling:
High
Achievement in Introduction
to Computer Science, High
Achievement in Pastry &
Baking; Margaret Ebbeling:
High
Achievement
in
Architectural Design; Julia
Ezzell: High Achievement in
Piano 1; River Favreau:
Hannah Green Memorial
Scholarship,
Woodstock
Agricultural
Society
Scholarship Fern Phaneuf
Memorial; Scout Favreau:
Woodstock
Agricultural
Society Scholarship; Atticus
Finch: Community Foundation
of Eastern CT Make Your Mark
Scholarship; Huck Flanagan:
Wakely
Foundation
Scholarship; Samuel Forrest:
High Achievement in Game
Design; Shannon Gagnon:
Outstanding Achievement in
Multicultural Foods; Nathan
Gaug: Community Foundation
of Eastern CT Jerry Baggish,
Union School Association
Scholarship,
Outstanding
Achievement in 3D Animation;
Marrin Gorgone: English
Teacher’s Award for Hard
Work and Effort; Olivia Grant:
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Scholarship, David
Teed Academy Ambassador
Award,
Outstanding
Achievement in Guitar 1,
Outstanding Achievement in
Piano 1, Tri-M Silas Bunnel
Memorial
Scholarship,
Woodstock Academy Music
Parents
Association
Scholarship; Madelyn Groves:
High Achievement in Pastry &
Baking, Linemaster Switch
Business
Scholarship,
Outstanding Achievement in
Family Foods & Nutrition;
Liam
Hagan:
High
Achievement
in
Music
Technology 2, Outstanding
Achievement
in
AP
Macroeconomics, Outstanding
Achievement in Chemistry,
Tri-M
Award,
Williams
Scholarship
Academic
Scholarship; Samuel Hagan:
Kenneth Beatson Award,
David
Teed
Academy
Ambassador Award, High
Achievement in Family Foods
& Nutrition, Outstanding
Achievement in Chorale; Ryan
Hanlon:
Outstanding
Achievement in Introduction
to Engineering, Outstanding
Achievement in Spanish 3
Honors, Senior Video Contest Best Script; Sydney Haskins:
American Legion Americanism
Award,
Charles
Couture
Memorial Award, Outstanding
4-Year Achievement in History
& Social Sciences, Wesley
Woronecki Scholarship; Emma
Heimgartner:
High
Achievement in Family Foods
& Nutrition, Outstanding
Achievement in Anatomy &
Physiology,
Outstanding
Achievement in Environmental
Science; Gwenith Hendrickson:
Outstanding Achievement in
Architectural Design; Grace
Herindeen:
Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Smith Library Scholarship,
German
Honor
Society
Scholarship, Karen’s Cause
Memorial Scholarship, David
H.
Luppi
Memorial
Scholarship, Martha Paul

Memorial Scholarship; Sergio
Herrera Moreno de Acevedo:
High Achievement in Latin 1;
Ian Hoffman: Outstanding
Achievement
in
Music
Technology 2; Joseph Jimenez:
Outstanding Achievement in
Introduction to Manufacturing;
Anna Kellermann: Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Dennis S. Barlow Scholarship,
Charles Cournoyer Memorial
Scholarship,
Outstanding
Achievement in Ecology,
Woodstock Academy Music
Parents
Association
Scholarship; Hannah Kim:
Head of School Award - 2021/22
School
Year;
Cassandra
Klingensmith:
High
Achievement in Chorale, High
Achievement in Exploring
Multimedia,
Outstanding
Achievement in Introduction
to Musical Theatre; Summer
Ko-Szych:
Community
Foundation of Eastern CT John
Geissler,
Union
School
Association
Scholarship,
Wesley Woronecki Scholarship;
Mia Krzic
:
Laskey
Memorial Scholarship; Keenan
LaMontagne: John Conover
Memorial Scholarship, David
Teed Academy Ambassador
Award, High Achievement in
Advanced Engineering, High
Achievement in AP Calculus
BC, Outstanding Achievement
in
Accounting;
Ashton
Lanning:
Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Frederick B, Theodore R. and
James H Haddad Scholarship;
Thai Le: English Teacher’s
Award for Hard Work and
Effort,
Outstanding
Achievement in Mixed Chorus,
South Campus Community
Leader Award; Kanxu Lin:
Christopher Bradley Memorial
Scholarship; Seamus Lippy:
Outstanding Achievement in
Spanish 4 Honors; Aiden Lisee:
High Achievement in Digital
Media Production; Stephanie
Lizotte:
Edward
“Bud”
Rondeau
Memorial
Scholarship;
Elizabeth
Lovrien:
Outstanding
Achievement in German 4;
Sarah Lucas:
Woodstock
Academy
Music
Parents
Association
Scholarship;
Megan
Lucier:
High
Achievement in Pastry &
Baking;
Collin Manuilow:
National
Honor
Society
Scholarship, Natalie & Robert
W. Randall Memorial Award;
Jillian Marcotte: Head of
School Award - 2021/22 School
Year,
Outstanding
Achievement in Culinary Arts,
Utility Contractors Association
of CT, Woodstock Agricultural
Society Scholarship, 4-Year
Perfect Attendance Award;
Ksenija Martinovic: English
Teacher’s Award for Hard
Work and Effort, South Campus
Community Leader Award;
Everett Michalski: Outstanding
Achievement in Guitar 2;
Isabella
Miller:
Charles,
Millicent & Richard Noren
Memorial
Scholarship,
Outstanding Achievement in
International Relations, Helen
Plassmann
Memorial
Scholarship; Sofia Murray:
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Bernard and Alice
Chalecki Scholarship, Dr.
David Bates & Dr. Rudolph
Klare Memorial Scholarship,
Outstanding Achievement in
Forensics, Putnam Rotary
Maurice Beaulac Memorial

Scholarship;
Thomas
Musumeci:
William
L.
Parkerton Memorial Award,
Marvin N. & Susan Weed
Sherman
Memorial
Scholarship,
WAEA
Scholarship,
Woodstock
Academy
Music
Parents
Association
Scholarship,
Woodstock
Agricultural
Society Fran Stevens Award;
Gianna Nichols: Louise P.
Jordan Memorial Outstanding
Vocalist Award, Outstanding
Achievement in ECE Music
Fundamentals; Bethany Noe:
Nancy Brush Memorial; Ryan
Odorski:
Outstanding
Achievement in Introduction
to Careers; Savannah Olson:
High Achievement in History
of Rock and Roll, High
Achievement in Latin 4,
Outstanding Instrumentalist;
Chaneek Park: Outstanding
Achievement in Spanish 1
Honors;
Dhruvi
Patel:
Outstanding Achievement in
Exploring Multimedia, Putnam
Masonic Lodge #46 Marvin A.
Barrett Educational Award,
The Town of Woodstock Fire
and Life Safety Scholarship
sponsored Treehouse Brewery;
Ognjen
Pavlovic:
High
Achievement
in
Entrepreneurship;
Tegan
Perry: Charter Oak Federal
Credit Union Community
Scholarship, Putnam #46
Ancient Free Accepted Masons
Dean E. Bunnell Community
Service
Award,
Putnam
Masonic Lodge #46 Community
Service Award; John Pokorny:
High Achievement in Guitar 2,
Outstanding Achievement in
Italian 5 AP/ACC, ROTC Navy
Scholarship,
Williams
Scholarship Yale Honor Cup ;
David
Ramos:
High
Achievement in Accounting,
Senexet Grange Helena B.
Duffy Scholarship; Hans
Rhynhart: American Legion
Americanism Award, Senexet
Grange Helena B. Duffy
Scholarship,
Michael
Wlaskiewicz Memorial Award;
Zachary Roethlein: August
Walter “Gus” Loos Memorial
Scholarship, QVR Rotaract
Scholarship,
Spirol
International Scholarship; Mia
Ruggeri: Most Deserving
Senior - Lucy Ingraham
Parkerton Award, Woodstock
Education
Foundation
Director’s Award; Aidan
Russell: High Achievement in
Multicultural Foods; Andrea
Sanders:
Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
DePratti Meaningful Initiatives
Scholarship,
High
Achievement in Spanish 4
ECC/ACC; Tavian Santos:
Outstanding Achievement in
Game
Design;
Robert
Saraidarian:
Outstanding
Achievement in The Music Biz;
Sydney Schuler: Community
Foundation of Eastern CT
Frederick B, Theodore R. and
James H Haddad Scholarship,
High Achievement in Personal
Finance, David W. Marsland
Memorial Scholarship, Senexet
Grange Helena B. Duffy
Scholarship, The Town of
Woodstock Fire and Life Safety
Scholarship sponsored by
Jeffco
Mfg.,
Woodstock
Agricultural
Society
Scholarship; Graham Scribner:
Louise P. Jordan Memorial
Outstanding Vocalist Award,
Tri-M Award; Kadin Shepherd:
High Achievement in ECE

Calculus; Jordan Sienna:
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Shirley Bradway
Serafin
Scholarship,
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Union School
Association
Scholarship,
Eleanor Peterson Lawton
Memorial
Scholarship,
Outstanding Achievement in
Latin 1; Adeline Smith: High
Achievement in Introduction
to
Engineering
CAD,
Outstanding Achievement in
Biology, Abraham & Evelyn
Rodensky Memorial Award for
Excellence
in
Writing,
Williams
Scholarship
Robertson Essay 1st Place,
Williams Scholarship Yale
Honor Cup; Conor Stewart:
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Armelde Pitre
STEM
Leadership,
Elias
Farquhar
Jr.
Memorial
Scholarship, Susan Dorrance
Gordon
ScholarshipOutstanding Math Student,
National Merit Scholarship
Finalist,
Outstanding
Achievement in Spanish 4
ECE/ACC,
Williams
Scholarship
Academic
Scholarship;
Jonathan
Surowaniec:
Outstanding
Achievement in Personal
Finance; Amanda Tamaki:
Outstanding Achievement in
Piano 2; Vincent Tocci: Bethany
T.
Dauray
Memorial
Scholarship,
Outstanding
4-Year Achievement in History;
Daniel Torres: Arlene Bradley
Memorial Scholarship - Science
Award; Jacqueline Trudeau:
High Achievement in Game
Design, High Achievement in
Personal Finance; Ainslie
Tschamler:
Outstanding
Senior Artist; Warren Tyler:
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Armelde Pitre
STEM Leadership; Ainsley
Viano:
Outstanding
Achievement in German 5,
Outstanding Achievement in
Psychology; Sandra Vujovic:
Outstanding Achievement in
AP Psychology, Outstanding
Achievement in German 1,
Outstanding Achievement in
Modern US History; Kylie
Wallace: High Achievement in
Pastry & Baking; Norman
Warcholik: High Achievement
in Introduction to Careers;
Tyler
Warren:
High
Achievement in Guitar 1,
Outstanding Achievement in
Advanced
Engineering,
Outstanding Achievement in
AP Calculus BC, Outstanding
Achievement in ECE Statistics,
Outstanding Achievement in
Physics; Zachary White: QRS
Compassion
Scholarship;
Kamila
Wysocki:
Gerry
Suprenant
Memorial
Scholarship; Chase Young:
Community Foundation of
Eastern CT Frederick B,
Theodore R. and James H
Haddad Scholarship, David &
Helen Richardson Scholarship,
Senexet Grange John F. Duffy
Scholarship,
Woodstock
Agricultural Society Preston T.
Roberts Memorial Scholarship;
Zhixuan
Agnes
Zhang:
Outstanding Achievement in
AP Statistics, Outstanding
Achievement in Law; Han
Zheng: Artist of the Year, High
Achievement
in
Music
Technology 2; Wenhao Zheng:
Outstanding Achievement in
ECE Calculus; Logan Zulli:
Outstanding Achievement in
Digital Media Production.
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Facing
down the
tough times
While our current economy hasn’t
dipped to the level it did during the Great
Depression, several conversations as of
late have gone there, particularly since
COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine, have
put a strain on our economy. Further,
electricity rates have increased dramatically, and will only get worse this
winter, when colder weather settles in
again and we need more light to stave
off the darkness at 4 p.m. Will it get so
bad that people will turn to flashlights
and candles around the dinner table?
Let’s hope not. Perhaps a new push for
solar energy will resurface.
To date, the Great Depression was
the worst economic decline in modern
times. A hard jump from the ‘Roaring
Twenties,’ when Americans were enjoying a robust economy with more time to
spend and recreate.
After the stock market crash in 1929,
those who were still employed saw a
decrease in pay of roughly 40 percent.
This included doctors and other affluent
careers. One quarter of the population
remained without a living wage. With
that said, the typical American had to
adapt to a new way of life that included
a level of scrimping and saving never
seen before.
Homemakers, who were primarily
women back then, were shown how to
make due with what they had in the
kitchen. Meals were stretched as far
as possible. To do so, people learned
to enjoy more casseroles, such as macaroni and cheese, chili, Mulligan stew
(a mix of anything available), bologna
casserole, and a ‘poorman’s meal’ (fried
potato with diced hot dogs). Another
go-to was ‘hot water pie,’ which was
made up from simple ingredients such
as butter, vanilla, sugar and flour.
Potluck gatherings were also a cheap
way for people to come together and
socialize. Thrift gardens popped up in
vacant lots across the country where
community members could grow food,
feeding thousands.
Movie theaters were a major source of
entertainment during the years leading
up to the depression. After the economy
tanked, people had to find other, cheaper forms of leisure. One third of the
cinemas in the country were shuttered.
Miniature golf courses charged people
no more than 50 cents per round, making the low-key game another popular
thing to do. With that said, board games
such as Scrabble and Monopoly became
all the rage. People were also tuning
into the radio for comedy shows and
other dramas.
More women became employed to
supplement lost income, despite the fact
that they were paid significantly less
than men. Government help was also
more socially acceptable after President
Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced New
Deal programs. Before the Depression,
those receiving welfare were listed in
local newspapers, which was a deterrent for many to accept government
assistance.
Men grew insecure after not being
able to provide for their families, which
caused an uptick in suicide. Divorce
rates were low, because couples could
not afford to separate, even though
many couples did unofficially split.
Traveling by rail became very common for teenagers who sought work
to help their families on the road. As
far as lawlessness, violent crimes did
increase; however fell after a few years.
On another note, one topic of conversation has been in regard to political
theatre. Stay informed, watch unbiased news reports and pay attention
to the words that are coming out of
the mouths of actual people, not newscasters. You can draw a lot from what
people are actually saying and doing,
without watching a bit of news, then go
from there. To comment on an issue,
be informed. If you are not informed,
don’t vote and refrain from conversations about topics of which you cannot
contribute.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Frustrating news from Washington
To the Editor:
News from our nation’s Capital is frustrating as usual. The January 6th hearings
are confirming what most people already
knew — Trump is guilty as hell. But it seems
doubtful that he and his co-conspirators will
be held accountable for their actions. They
should all end up in federal prison, with the
possible exception of Rudy Giuliani, who
belongs in a mental health facility. If Trump
had tried his “stunt” in a country led by one
of his favorite dictators, he would have been
poisoned or faced a firing squad by now.
Gun control legislation — what’s being
proposed is a wimpy, watered down version

of what is actually needed. I guess something is better than nothing, but with “baby
steps” like this, it will take decades to see
any meaningful change in gun violence. As
usual, members of both political parties will
be patting themselves on the back for what
little they accomplish. No surprise that most
of the Republicans supporting the bill are not
up for re-election this year.
Three words come to mind — Mandatory
Term Limits.

TODD PATRIE
POMFRET CENTER

Happy poll watching, Ed
To the Editor:
Just read some new poll information for
our resident poll master, Mr. Ed; you might
like them.
Sixty percent of Americans believe that
Donald Trump should face prosecution for
incidents on Jan. 6, 2021. Fifty-eight percent
of Americans believe the committee holding
the hearings on Jan 6 is legitimate and doing
a fair job., Since Fox News(?), the Trump
Station, is not showing the hearings most
republicans are not getting the news , videos
and testimony from not liberal, Trump haters but members of his own party, Cabinet
and aides. That is right from the horses’
mouth himself.
He knows he lost, and was told by many
of team normal — Ted Stepien’s words and
not mine — that there was no election fraud.
They debunked one theory after another, but
Trump would not hear it, instead he chose
Team Crazy led Rudy G and his apparent
buddy Powell, who claim some crazy stuff
from and about Dominion voting machines
but when put under oath at a deposition she
was forced to admit that it was wrong. People
do strange things and change their mind,

when under oath with the chance of going to
jail. AG, Trump’s right hand man admitted
it was Bull**t. That would Attorney General
Barr.
The idea that the crowd was going to
hang his VP Mike Pence did not seem to
bother ex-president Trump, the cult leader.
Trump really has the backs of his friends,
doesn’t he? This week, you will hear a gentleman from Georgia describe one of the only
two attempts of election fraud. that i have
heard that is legit, is when Trump in his own
words will ask the Georgia Secretary of State
to find him some 11,780 votes so Trump could
win the state. This will be in Trumps’ own
words. Trump will try to spin this out and
it will be interesting, but it will not be the
truth. Truth and Trump shall never meet!
So, Mr. Ed, happy poll watching. Your
President tried to overthrow the democracy
we know as the United States of America.
Believe it or not.
This was for you, Joannie.

DAVID CASSETTARI
KILLINGLY

Covenant board is not the right entity to run Day Kimball
To the Editor:
Having read with interest the published
articles by physicians currently working
at Day Kimball Hospital, and in particular
the incorrect idea that once Day Kimball
Hospital is sold, it will retain its identity and
have freedom and autonomy — this is simply
not true; either the writer has not read the
CON or choses to ignore its clear language.
Anyone who reads the “Certificate of Need”
(CON) filed by Day Kimball Hospital and
Covenant Health can see clearly stated on
page 10 that this is a Transfer of Ownership/
Sale of Hospital. On page 17, it states that the
new Board of Directors shall be selected by
Covenant: so much for freedom, autonomy
and retained identity.
On the day that the headline claimed the
hospital would retain its autonomy, freedom and its own identity, there was a headline in the news about a Catholic school
in Worcester. The article pointed out just
how much freedom and autonomy a Catholic
institution would allow. The Bishop of
Worcester, notified an area Catholic middle
school that the school would not be allowed
to call itself Catholic if it continued to display the Black Lives Matters and Pride flags.
Bishop McManus explained that the Black
Lives Matter flag seeks to disrupt the family

structure and the gay pride flag represents an
LGBTQ lifestyle, both of which are in clear
opposition to the teaching of the Catholic
Church. Not only can the school no longer
identify as Catholic, Bishop McManus continued, but it cannot celebrate mass or sacraments, and members of the Board of directors
must be removed. It is remarkable to see just
how inclusive the Church’s position is when
it meets the general public.
There are serious questions when a conservative religious organization takes over a
community hospital. How inclusive can you
be when the Church punishes the school for
trying to be inclusive and show support for
its community? The Covenant board was
founded by the conservative Grey Nuns, and
eventually was granted full authority by the
Consecrated Life Society of Apostolic Life, a
conservative Catholic office in Rome. I point
this out to suggest that a very conservative
Catholic minded organization is perhaps not
the proper organization to operate our hospital
The background and Conservative Catholic
Board are simply not a proper organization
to own Day Kimball Hospital.

ELIZABETH CANNING
POMFRET

Of trolls and spin doctors
Since I was accused of being a troll in a
recent letter from Bill Warner, I most definitely have something to say in response.
Urban Dictionary. “Troll: One who poses a
deliberately provocative message to a newsgroup or message board with the intention
of causing maximum disruption and argument.”
First, I have to bring up the Villager’s resident troll, Ed DeLuca, who seeks to do exactly
as the definition states. Mr. DeLuca challenged me to prove that he lies; I did so (and
he had no defense). Then I challenged him to
one point of order: Either admit Secretary
Clinton did nothing wrong with her e-mails
(as multiple committees have ruled) or admit
that President Trump was likely more culpable in removing classified documents to
Mar a Lago (currently being investigated by
a grand jury) - or failing that, stop writing
letters to the Editor because failure to take
a side, both (presumably) innocent or both
guilty, proves he has nothing worthwhile to
say except one sided disinformation. Guess
what? Mr. DeLuca never responded to my
challenge, yet he continues to write. He has
the right to be heard, we have the right to
hear truth, not lies.
Now to Mr. Warner. Bill is the classic troll.
He writes on social media and in the Villager
with the intent of fear mongering and disruption of town government. He has led attacks
on the Planning and Zoning Commission,
made accusations towards the election board,
attacked the ad put out by Citizens for the
Future of Progress in Thompson as being
somehow illegal, attacked the town ad encouraging passing of the budget (a standard prac-

tice), attacked G7 for providing meals to the
poll workers, made movements to take control of the Republican Town Committee and
tried to oust Frank McGarry (Republican
Registrar of Voters), attacked the Town
Planner’s resume, and now he is attacking
me. Disclosure: my wife was a volunteer at
a polling location at the election and we take
his allegations that there was intentional
election fraud very personally and seriously,
accusations made repeatedly in public at the
town meeting.
Mr. Warner made a centerpiece of not being
silenced or bullied. I reread my reply to his
attack letter. Not once did I say or imply that
he should be silenced. Mr. Warner has a personal history, so do I. I’m not going to put my
personal past out there or my many qualifications today with extensive volunteer work
for (not against) the town. He is using his
political spin to paint me as the person who is
bullying him when all I am doing is pointing
out his inaccurate statements with truth. It
sounds like he has an axe to grind from many
years ago, maybe he had legitimate reasons
then, maybe not, but that has no bearing on
the people and the actions of today. He certainly has had more than his share of say in
letters, social media, and paid ads. In fact, it is
he who attacks any and all ads or letters to the
editor that oppose his views. It would seem
Mr. Warner thinks that I and others like me,
are the ones who shouldn’t have a say.
He says “yet he makes many outrageous
claims about us,” “couple of dozen false accusations.” I’m curious — in what way? He
Turn To
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Prove it
BEYOND
THE PEWS
BISHOP JOHN
W. HANSON

In the eighteenth century, a German physicist did
something world-changing.
He invented a scale of measuring temperature based
on the freezing and boiling
points of water. After some
old-fashioned scientific testing, Daniel Fahrenheit settled on a scale that set 32
degrees as the freezing point
of water and 212 degrees as
its boiling point. He did not
start with his preferences
or opinions. He started with
the absolute truth of when
water freezes and boils, then
built his scale around those
truths. He discovered the
truth about water by proving it many times, and then
found a way to measure
when it changed states.
If I would have been the
first to quantify when water
froze or boiled, I would have
wanted to share that information. It is the kind of information that can be crucial; it
is a truth that could save
lives. One might even argue
that someone with that kind
of knowledge is morally obligated to share it with mankind, because the truth benefits everyone. Some truths
need to be shared.
Suppose the morning
news announced that someone now believes that water
freezes or boils at a different temperature? They
might be famous or smart,
but we would all be confident that they are wrong.
Suppose a group of colleges,
or a supreme court, or a legislative body declared that
water freezes at 20 degrees
Fahrenheit? They too would
be wrong, because the truth
has been proven too many
times; truth is not socially
or politically adaptive. No
particular group of people
owns truth. No group of people can make up the truth.
Nobody – not even a large
or powerful group of people
– can change the fact that
water changes states when
it does. God established that
and man figured out how to
measure it.
There are other similar
truths that have been proven throughout the ages, such
as the Ten Commandments.
People can argue with them,
but since they are truth,
anyone can prove them. And
those who come to know such
truths are morally obligated
to let others know, because
their lives may depend on it.
That is what Jesus did. He
spoke truth and He demonstrated its power. Grant it,
He was politically railroaded for speaking truth. The
elites of His day “cancelled
Him” for not agreeing with
“their truth,” by lynching
Him. But billions have since
followed His lead and proven the truths he taught for
themselves.
Water still freezes at 32
degrees Fahrenheit. Water
still boils at 212 degrees
Fahrenheit. If someone tells
you otherwise, don’t believe
them. But you can always
test if for yourself. Here are
some even more important
truths you can prove for
yourself:
God answers prayer.
God loves everyone and
forgives all who ask.
God still fills people with
His spirit, and this is evidenced by speaking in
tongues like Jesus’ mother
and disciples did on the Day
of Pentecost – hundreds of
millions alive today have
proven it.
These are truths anyone
can test for themselves. So,
prove it. Then share the
truth you have discovered,
because it can save lives.
Bishop John W. Hanson
oversees Acts II Ministries
in Thompson. For video sermons and other resources,
please visit www.ActsII.org.
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Could inflation affect your retirement plans?
As inflation continues to cause the
cost of goods to rise, the value and buying power of many retirement accounts
are diminished, at least temporarily.
For some retirees, maintaining the savings and lifestyle they’d planned on is
becoming a challenge. But there are
things you can do to adjust for inflation
and help protect the value of your retirement funds. Here’s what you should be
aware of, and how you can prepare.
First, understand how yearly inflation is calculated.
Inflation is calculated using the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), which calculates inflation across major categories before determining a yearly inflation rate expressed as a percentage.1
On average, the U.S. experiences an
inflation rate of roughly three percent.2
This percentage and the percentage
expressed by the CPI are helpful for
understanding inflation across multiple
markets. But these values should also
be understood as a general approach,
meaning the real impact of inflation will
depend on the individual. For example,
we might assume that a retiree might
need to withdraw an additional three
percent from their savings each year
in order to adjust for inflation. But this
isn’t the whole picture.
Next, consider your individual costs.
Inflation affects each of us differently. For example, the rising cost of

gasoline would affect
someone that drives
long distances more
than someone without
a vehicle. Retirement
acts in a similar fashion, as it creates a lifestyle change that causes inflation to affect
retirees differently.
One of the better
ways to measure this
difference is through the Consumer
Price Index for the Elderly (CPI-E),
which shows inflation rates for households with individuals age 62 and
above.3 However, this is still a generalization of a specific population. The best
way to determine the cost of inflation to
you specifically is to examine your personal lifestyle and make adjustments.
Once you know how inflation is
affecting you personally, consider these
three ways (and others) to manage the
impact of those effects.
Social Security: The Social Security
Administration provides the Cost-ofLiving-Adjustment (COLA) to offset
some of the effects of inflation by raising
Social Security benefits.4 This can be
an important source of income during
retirement. However, the COLA is also
based on the CPI-W, meaning some
individuals may not be able to rely
on adjustments from Social Security

to make up for all cost
increases.4
Investments
that
adjust with inflation:
Certain investments
can adjust with inflaLAURENCE
tion. However, any
HALE
investment comes with
INVESTMENT
risk, something that
ADVISER
should always be considered during retirement. Be sure to consult with your financial advisor before
making any investment decisions.
A change in lifestyle: Consider your
retirement goals and overall lifestyle.
Is there something you can trim back
on to save on the cost of inflation? This
does not mean you need to give up on
retirement goals. Rather, what can be
adjusted to help you achieve them while
maintaining your savings?
This is by no means a comprehensive
list of ways to protect your retirement
savings against inflation, but they are
some of the major options available.
Consult with a financial advisor for a
better understanding of how inflation
will affect you personally, and what you
can do to help protect your retirement
savings.
Our team at Weiss, Hale & Zahansky
Strategic Wealth Advisors can help
you to build a solid financial plan to
help ensure your retirement goals stay

FINANCIAL
FOCUS

intact even amid rising inflation and
volatile markets. Our strategic Plan
Well, Invest Well, Live Well process
was built on extensive research and
a consistent partnership approach, so
you can stress less and enjoy retirement
more. Learn more about our process at
whzwealth.com and contact us at (860)
928-2341 or info@whzwealth.com to get
started.
Presented by Principal/Managing
Partner Laurence Hale AAMS, CRPS®.
Securities and advisory services offered
through Commonwealth Financial
Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a
Registered Investment Adviser. These
materials are general in nature and do
not address your specific situation. For
your specific investment needs, please
discuss your individual circumstances
with your representative. Weiss, Hale
& Zahansky Strategic Wealth Advisors
does not provide tax or legal advice,
and nothing in the accompanying pages
should be construed as specific tax or
legal advice. 697 Pomfret St., Pomfret
Center, CT 06259, 860-928-2341. http://
www.whzwealth.com
1 https://www.bls.gov/cpi/
2 https://inflationdata.com/Inflation/
Inflation/DecadeInflation.asp
3 https://www.bls.gov/cpi/researchseries/r-cpi-e-home.htm
4 https://www.ssa.gov/cola/

Save money by planting
flower seeds directly in
the garden
Don’t worry if you
have already spent
most of your plant budget for the year. Fill
voids in your gardens
and containers with
heat tolerant annuals
planted from seeds
directly in the garden.
Zinnia and marigolds are traditional
favorites often started
from seeds planted directly in the garden. These
germinate quickly and
begin flowering in about
eight weeks.
Zinnias are heat
and drought tolerant
once established. The
Profusion series are compact, disease resistant,
and produce flowers early
and all season long. The
Zahara series of zinnias
are also heat and drought
tolerant and resistant
to leaf spot and mildew.
Zinnias have excellent
pollinator appeal and
make great cut flowers.

GARDEN
MOMENTS
MELINDA
MYERS
Moss rose’s drought tolerance makes it an excellent choice for sandy,
gravelly, and rocky areas.
The fine seeds make it
a bit more challenging
to plant. Try mixing the
seeds with sand to help
distribute the seeds more
evenly. Look for varieties like Afternoon Delight
and the Happy Hour and
Sundial series with flowers that open earlier or
stay open later in the day,
extending your enjoyment.
Cleome is a big annual that can easily fill
the space between those
small, newly planted

POSITIVELY
SPEAKING
TOBY
MOORE
Most of us have a daily routine. We get
out of bed, make some coffee, have some
food, go to work, come back home and
do it all over again the next day.
In the same way that we have a daily
physical routine, we also have a routine thought life. Because we are doing
the same types of things every day,
we also start thinking the same kinds
of thoughts every day. These thought
patterns become so ingrained into our
minds that it’s hard to think and feel differently. Our thought patterns become
so strong that it usually feels impossible to change unless something terrible
happens that forces us to change.
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writes absolutely nothing that I said
which was outrageous or untrue. I take
exception to lies and personal attacks
on my town and its volunteers and
paid employees, which he repeats in his
reply. Yes, I pointed out he didn’t participate - because his current fight with
the PZC and the town budget both gave
him ample time to attend meetings,
even volunteer on key committees and
having his voice heard in a timely manner. However, volunteering 35 years
ago (or whenever it was) is irrelevant
to the claims, accusations, and attacks
he makes now. He does not defend his
attack on Jason St. Onge and G7, he
spins his attack on the ‘Citizens’ ad to
now mean the town ad. Why? Because
the citizen ad was legal (and it is likely
the town ad is as well). I write truths. I
responded to his trolling of my town, so
saying I am outrageous is just another
attempt at spin, in fact everything in
his reply to me is simply saying the
same thing he did in his first letter,
though he did leave out material he

shrubs. It prefers full
sun and moist welldrained soil but will
tolerate dry conditions.
Thin seeds so the final
spacing of plants is
between 1 to 3 feet. The
more space, the fuller
and bushier the plant.
These plants reseed
readily so watch for
volunteer plants in next
year’s garden.
Sunflowers are commonly started from seeds
in the garden. You will
find single and double
flowered varieties ranging in height from 18
inches to 12 feet or more.
Stagger your planting to
extend the bloom time.
Plant seeds every two
weeks, so you have lots
of fresh flowers to enjoy.
Just check the seed packet for the number of days
from planting until flowering. Make sure your
last planting has time
to reach maturity and

Photo All-America Selections — Courtesy

Sunflowers, like Suntastic Jaune Coeur Noir, are commonly started from seeds in the garden.

bloom before the end of
your growing season.
Mexican
sunflower
is not as well known as
the common sunflower
but is just as welcome in
the garden. The bright
orange flowers combine
nicely with yellow, blue,
and purple flowers and
attract butterflies and
other pollinators to the
garden. Grow these in
a sunny area with welldrained
soil.
Avoid
windy locations that may
cause the brittle stems to
break. Give this big plant
plenty of room to reach

its mature size. Mexican
sunflower grows four to
six feet tall and two to
three feet wide. Fiesta
del Sol and Goldfinger
are shorter varieties that
are a better fit for smaller
spaces.
Check the seed packet
for more details on planting seeds of these and
other flowers directly in
the garden. With proper
planting and care you
will have lots of flowers
to enjoy this season.
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 garden-

ing books, including the
recently released Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts
The
Great
Courses
“How
to
Grow
Anything”
DVD series and the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment TV &
radio program. Myers is
a columnist and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and
her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Shaking up your thought routine
When we exercise the same parts of
our brain every day, those parts become
stronger, while the parts of our brain
that we don’t use become weaker.
I had a friend in college who said out
loud several times a day, “I’m such a
loser!” Despite his constant negativity,
he was a good guy and very funny, but
he had this habit of shouting negative
things whenever anything inconvenient
happened to him.
One time my dad came up to visit me
at college. He and my dad got into a long
conversation about positive thinking.
During the conversation, my dad suggested that instead of telling himself
negative things, he tried telling himself
positive things. He responded, “Well,
that would be a lie to do that. It’s not
how I truly feel; it feels unnatural even

to consider it.”
My dad shrugged and said, “I think
if you forced yourself to do it, it would
begin to feel natural.”
There is a principle that Napoleon
Hill wrote about in Think and Grow
Rich called “Autosuggestion.” He says,
“Autosuggestion is the agency of control through which an individual may
voluntarily feed his subconscious mind
on thoughts of a creative nature, or, by
neglect, permit thoughts of a destructive
nature...”
Autosuggestion is a technique we
have all used knowingly or unknowingly. When you affirm negative or positive
thoughts, you’re tapping into the principle of Autosuggestion.
When my friend from college constantly affirmed negativity, he was neg-

atively using Autosuggestion.
One of the most basic ways to use
Autosuggestion for good is to repeat
positive affirmations.
There were times in my life when I felt
overwhelmed; I’d catch myself saying,
“I can’t do this anymore!”. I’d repeat it
over and over unconsciously until I felt
such despair it became hard to continue.
I felt dysfunctional and unable to accomplish my dreams. Later, I decided to
practice Autosuggestion. When I found
myself in overwhelming situations, I
started repeating, “I can do this; I have
all I need to accomplish this and more.”
As a result, I became more productive,
focused, competent, and less stressed.
Many studies have shown that

obviously knew was untrue from the
first letter.
Then we go back to the town planner.
Mr. Warner wants the old regulations.
The old regulations were out of date and
not keeping with current state guidelines. The town planner did her job. Mr.
Warner conveniently doesn’t address
the fact that he wants to replace experienced board members with people that
have little or no experience, and do so
not by the normal voting process. No,
he just wanted to stage a coup. Yet he
repeats his complaint that the planner
had no prior experience. The result of
what he proposed very well could have
opened doors to a ‘wild west’ of development while/if regulations were suspended in the interim. Further, as the
regulations still needed a re-write, this
’new board’ could be bogged down for
years and likely there would be many
costly litigations during that process,
much as he did himself 35 years ago. He
said it all in one sentence, ‘little piece
of heaven on earth’. He wants the town
to stay as it was in 1987. Well, the world
changes. Other people move here from
more dense population centers, and

they have rights just like Bill had rights
35 years ago. The PZC is responsible for
fair regulations for as many people and
businesses as possible. Sadly for Mr.
Warner it is not just his little piece of
heaven that counts.
He also misrepresents the scenic road
issue. I was the first one who spoke
against the scenic road, for my own reasons. When the final decision was made
at last week’s meeting, my wife and I
were the only no votes listed. Further,
if the scenic road provision had not
passed, that likely would have meant
paving the dirt road right next to Mr.
Warner’s property and possible subdivision of at least four large acreage
properties by him. I didn’t understand
why he opposed it. Having the designation will make subdivisions in that area
more difficult, not less. In point of fact,

I researched the possibility of development on our shared street before I
bought my property, I knew nothing
was guaranteed and took the chance
that there would be minimal disruption
in my lifetime, to expect nothing will
change is a fantasy.
So who is the troll? Who is spinning
the truth just like he spins the budget
numbers to create a false equivalency?
Who is trying to attack me and the
planner, and the town, and the election
board, and the PZC, and G7, and any
ad or letter with a view that he doesn’t
agree with? I’m pretty sure the answer
is obvious.
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BRIAN LOFFREDO
N. GROSVENORDALE

Letters to the editor may be e-mailed to
brendan@villagernewspapers.com
Please include your place of residence and phone number for verification, not publication. Letters must be received by noon on Tuesdays.
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OBITUARIES
Carl V. Danielson, 78
Carl V. Danielson, 78, passed away
Thursday June 2, 2022, while at New
England Baptist Hospital in Boston.
Carl was born in
Putnam, CT and
spent his later years
in Thompson. Carl
was
a
proud
American and made
it known to everyone
around him. He had
a love for his beautiful German Shepard,
Gretta. He took pride in his house,
yard, and pool for many years. Carl
spent countless hours in his yard to
ensure that it was the best in the
neighborhood. He had a passion for
riding his Harley Davidson and being
outdoors. Carl had a love for NASCAR
and in his later years enjoyed watching his grandson race. Carl was a hardworking man and was employed at
Precision Auto Rebuilders of Dudley,
MA until he passed away. Anyone
that knew Carl knew that he was one
of a kind and will miss hearing “Hey

Donald “Don” F. Antonson, 87

North Grosvenordale CT– Donald
“Don” F. Antonson, 87, died early Sunday
morning, June 12, 2022, at Harrington
Memorial Hospital
in Southbridge, MA.
He is survived by
his loving wife of
62 years, Elaine A.
(Brezniak) Antonson
whom he married
in Manchester CT
on May 21, 1960; his
daughter,
Dawne
Suzanne Woods of
Spencer MA; his son,
Scott A. and his wife
Lisa
(Tamborini)
Antonson of North
Grosvenordale; and
his four grandchildren, Edward Rivard,
III, Michael Rivard,
Olivia Antonson, and Evan Antonson.
He was predeceased by his siblings,
Edith Lazarowski, Andrew Antonson,
Dorothy Kelly, and Mildred Kuszewski.
He was born on the 4th of July in
Webster MA, son of the late Andrew
“Anders” F. and Irene M. (Guerin)
Antonson.
Don was veteran of the United States
and her husband Richard of Lebanon; Coast Guard, having served during the
her granddaughters Allyson Vandi and Korean Conflict. After being honorably
Michaella Vandi both of Thompson; discharged from his military duties,
and her dear friends Irene Crabtree
and Gloria McCulloch and many
dear nieces and nephews. She was
predeceased by her siblings, Pauline
Thompson – Edward T. Luther, III, 78,
Beausoliel, Frances Johnson, and
of Brandy Hill Rd., died June 12, 2022,
Martha Bonneville.
Relatives and friends were invited to in Hartford Hospital. He was the loving
husband of Barbara
visit with Mary’s family from 5:00p.m.
(Juszczyk)
Luther.
to 7:00p.m. on Tuesday, June 21, 2022,
Born
in
Fall
River,
in the Gilman Funeral Home and
Massachusetts,
he
Crematory, 104 Church St., Putnam,
was
the
son
of
the
late
CT 06260. A gathering began in the
Edward T. Luther, Jr.
funeral home on Wednesday, June 22,
and Florence (Jordan)
2022, at 10:00a.m. followed by a Mass
Johnson.
of Christian Burial at 11:00 a.m. in
Ed worked for
St. Mary Church of the Visitation, 218
Rawson
Materials as
Providence St., Putnam, CT. Burial
followed in St. Mary Cemetery. For a Truck Driver for many years. He was
memorial guestbook visit www. also a member of the Thompson Hill
Fire Department and the Putnam Lodge
GilmanAndValade.com.
of Elks.
Mr. Luther enjoyed golfing at the

Bub” from a mile away.
Carl was predeceased by his parents Gilbert Danielson and Beatrice
(Shaw) Danielson, his wife, Ruth E.
Danielson, and his son Carl “Butch”
Danielson. Carl will be deeply missed
by his children, James Danielson of
Boston MA, Edward Danielson and
his wife Darlene Danielson, Holly
Mead (Danielson) and her husband
Dickie Mead all of Thompson CT. Carl
also leaves behind his grandchildren,
Zachary Mead and his significant
other Nicole Fitzgerald of Putnam
CT, Morgan Mead of Thompson CT,
Lauren Danielson of Thompson CT,
Halie Danielson, Logan Danielson,
Kayla Alimandi, his great grandchildren Madison, Ally, Amelia, Samuel,
Dustin, and soon to be Eleanor. A celebration of life will be held at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to The Still Loved Foundation
at thestilllovedfoundation.com ShawMajercik Funeral Home has been
entrusted with his arrangements.

Mary Vandi, 95
Putnam – Mary (Kacerik) Vandi,
95, of Sabin St., died Thursday morning June 16m, 2022, at Day Kimball
Hospital. She was the
loving wife of the late
Mario Vandi. Born
in Webster, MA, she
was the daughter of
the late Stephen and
Margaret (Stefanik)
Kacerik.
Mrs. Vandi worked
for over 35 years
in the business department of Day
Kimball Hospital. She was a member
of the Daughters of Isabella at St. Mary
Church of the Visitation. But, above all
Mary cherished the quality time that
she spent with her family especially
her granddaughters.
Mary is survived by her son,
Michael Vandi and his wife Janene
of Thompson; Her siblings, Stephen
Kacerik of Putnam and Barbara Ives

TRi-TOWN

continued from page

A1

Brayden Akana had two singles and
a double in his first three at-bats and
finished 3-for-4 with two RBI and two
runs scored. Tri-Town’s starting catcher who also pitches, has begun the season on a hitting tear, with nine hits and
five RBI in 13 at-bats.
“I’m seeing the ball well right now;
it feels good,” Brayden Akana said.
“Right now I am really locked in at the
plate.”
After Norwich scored a pair of runs
in the bottom of the first, Tri-Town
grabbed a 5-2 lead in the top of the second.
Vin Tocci (two singles) and Riley

DMV
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Selectman in town, said officials had
been relentless in their pursuit of a new
location.
“It’s hard to explain how grateful the
people of the Northeast corner actually
are about having this facility here,”
said Hayes. “For me, this day marks
the last time the people of the Northeast
corner have to stand outside of a motor
vehicle department.”
Sen. Mae Flexer also expressed her
excitement calling it a great day for the
entire region.
“We all know how challenging it
has been to get DMV services here in
Northeastern Connecticut and while
we were always grateful that there was
a presence here in Putnam and we were
often fighting a battle just to keep and
office here, we knew it was really inadequate so to finally have an office that
is an appropriate space where you don’t
have to wait outside in the rain or the
snow or the cold or the heat is really
incredible,” said Flexer.
Finally, Lamont gave the final words
before the ribbon was cut commenting

Don worked as an electrician at Pratt &
Whitney Aircraft Company. Following
that, he was an insurance agent for John
Hancock Life Insurance Company for
over 30 years, covering Thompson and
Putnam. He served as the local Union
president for many years retiring in
1994. During his retirement years, he
drove charter bus for Peter Pan Bus
Lines and later Ritchie Bus Lines, Inc.
He also served on the Thompson Board
of Finance for 10 years.
Don was a proud member of the
Thompson Lions Club for more than
40 years, serving as Treasurer for 35
years. He was also a proud recipient of
their Melvin Jones Fellowship Award.
He enjoyed listening to Polka and Big
Band music and was an avid reader of
library books. His favorite author was
Robert B. Parker, who wrote the Spenser
for Hire novels.
Relatives and friends were invited to
visit with Don’s family from 9:00AM to
10:00AM on Friday, June 17, 2022, in the
Valade Funeral Home and Crematory,
23 Main St., N. Grosvenordale, followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at
10:30AM in St. Joseph Church, 18 Main
St., N. Grosvenordale, Burial will follow in Calvary Cemetery, Dudley, MA.
For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Edward T. Luther, III, 78

Sargent got things going with backto-back singles. After singling Sargent
moved to second on a fielder’s choice
by Luke Carita, and then went to third
on a groundout by Racicot (Luke Carita
moved to second on the play). Sargent
scored Tri-Town’s fourth run on a wild
pitch, and Luke Carita made pushed the
lead to 5-3 when he scored on Brayden
Akana’s two-out RBI single to right-center field.
In the bottom of the second Norwich
cut its deficit to 5-3 with some station-to-station baseball, thanks to four
consecutive singles. Tri-Town, however, avoided a more damaging inning
thanks to starting pitcher Rob Dion.
After Norwich scored they still had
the bases loaded and no outs, but Dion
struck out Wedge on a called third

strike, got Elliott Johnson to pop out
weakly to second base, and then snuffed
out Norwich’s would-be rally by fanning Chris Southworth.
Tri-Town extended its lead to 7-3 in
the top of the fourth inning. With one
out Racicot and Akana both singled,
and then both came around to score on
Norwich errors.
Norwich pulled to within two runs
(7-5) in the bottom of the inning thanks
to two hits, a walk, a hit batsman and
a Tri-Town error. Dion (four innings
pitched, six strikeouts) prevented
Norwich from getting any closer by
striking out Ty Pomroy on a called
third strike with the bases loaded.
After Norwich tied the game, 7-7 in
the bottom of the fifth inning, Tri-Town
took an 8-7 lead in the top of the sixth.

on how Putnam’s new DMV was just
a small step in a larger initiative to
improve department services across the
state.
“When you want to get your first
driver’s license or get that driving test
it’s pretty nice to have a facility right
here in a place you’re more likely to
come to, and it’s nice to have a facility
where you don’t have to wait in line
for an hour, you can get an appointment,” said Lamont. “We learned a lot
these last two-and-a-half years. I think
Connecticut got through it much better
than most. We found out you can do a
lot of tele-health, tele-learning, tele-commuting, and tele-DMV, but you also
have to be able to do things in person.
That’s why we’re standing here at a
DMV with easy access for people. You
don’t have to drive down to Willimantic
or Norwich - These are the building
blocks of what makes (Putnam) such an
amazing community.”
The new DMV offers driver’s license
and non-driver ID renewals, registration services, disabled parking
permits, and driver history requests.
Appointments can be scheduled by visiting ct.gov/dmv.
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if you positively use
Autosuggestion,
by
repeating positive affirmations and removing
negative ones, new thinking patterns will emerge;
they’ll become familiar
and eventually become
the dominant thoughts in
your life.
I understand that
Autosuggestion
may
not be for everybody. I
was talking to a friend
about this the other day,
he wanted to change his
thoughts, but he found it
impossible. He said, “I’ve
tried, but no matter what,
my negative thought life

Quinnatisset Country Club, where he
proudly hit a hole in one.
In addition to his wife, Barbara,
Ed is also survived by several nieces
and nephews. He is predeceased by 2
brothers, Arthur Johnson and Robert
Johnson.
A graveside service was held at 10am
on Monday, June 20th, 2022 in St Mary
Cemetery, Providence Street in Putnam.
Memorial donations may be made to The
Thompson Hill Fire Station, 70 Chase Rd,
Thompson, CT 06277. They may also be
made to the Fisher House Foundation,
123 Twinbrook Pkwy, Suite 410,
Rockville, MD 20852 or online at www.
fisherhouse.org. For memorial guestbook visit www. GilmanAndValade.com
Racicot (two hits, three runs scored)
led off with a single to center field. He
moved to second on a groundout by
Brayden Akana and scored on a sacrifice fly by John Carita (triple, sacrifice
fly, two RBI).
Unfortunately for Tri-Town, all that
did was set the stage for Norwich’s tworun bottom of the seventh and Wedge’s
game-winning redemption.
Tri-Town used three pitchers in the
game, as did Norwich. Coach Akana
said multiple pitchers in every game
are going to be the exception rather
than the rule.
“Pitching is going to be our struggle,”
the coach said. “The whole season is
going to be like this, unfortunately.
It’s going to be next man up and throw
strikes.”

takes over. I can’t do it!”
I met a prominent person in the marketing
world who used to have
a lot of success as a child
actor. Once he became
an adult, the acting jobs
became few and far
between; this led him to
many years of being very
depressed. Eventually, he
overcame his depression;
he became a very positive, successful person
in a completely different
career.
How was he able to
do this? He developed
a habit, every morning, of writing on paper
ten things for which he
is grateful. This habit
helped him put things in

If it’s important to you,

perspective and caused
negative thought patterns
to die off. He replaced his
negative thought patterns
with gratitude.
Plenty
of
evidence
shows
that
Autosuggestion
and
Gratitude are very effective methods for changing your thought patterns. Try one or both;
if you can do it for long
enough, a new way of living will open up to you in
a way you never thought
possible.
Toby Moore is a columnist, the star of Emmy
- Nominated A Separate
Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.

It’s important to us.
ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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Eastern named a
2022-23 College of
Distinction
WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Colleges
of Distinction has recognized Eastern
Connecticut State University for a
variety of distinctions in its 2022-23
rankings, including badges of distinction for Public Colleges, Connecticut
Colleges, Business and Education
Programs, Career Development, Equity
and Inclusion, and Military Support.
Colleges of Distinction is a guide for
college-bound students that recognizes
undergraduate institutions that offer a
well-rounded and individualized education.
The organization is a trusted resource
for guidance counselors, parents and
students, focusing on the four criteria
of Engaged Students, Great Teaching,
Vibrant Communities and Successful
Outcomes to help prospective students
find the best-fit college for them. Eastern
has been recognized as a College of
Distinction since 2009.

“We complete a thorough review of
the programs in question before giving the awards,” said Tyson Schritter,
chief operating officer for Colleges of
Distinction. “We’re looking for such
qualities as accreditation, breadth of
program, advising and mentoring, integration of career services and successful outcomes for students. It’s wonderful
to see how Eastern Connecticut State
University really exemplifies these
qualities.”
Founded in 2000, Colleges of
Distinction has advocated for schools
whose undergraduate experiences are
grounded in a philosophy of engagement, teaching, community and outcomes. This philosophy has evolved
over the last few years to inspire the
team at Colleges of Distinction to create individual recognitions that focus
on institutions’ specialized services for
students.

Nichols College students
earn academic honors
DUDLEY, Mass. —
More than 200 students
at Nichols College in
Dudley, Mass., have
achieved Dean’s List honors for the spring 2022
semester.
The Dean’s List recognizes those students
who achieve high grades
during a single semester.
In order to be included on
the Dean’s List, a student
must have a minimum
grade point average of 3.5
for at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours and
must have received no
grades below B- during
the semester.
Taylor Charron of
Brooklyn
Michael
Scott
of
Dayville
Laura Hackett from
North Grosvenordale
Lucas
Couture
of

Local students named to
President’s List at Plymouth
State University
PLYMOUTH, New Hampshire
— A total of 823 students have
been named to the Plymouth
State University President’s List
for the Spring 2022 semester. To
be named to the President’s List,
a student must achieve a grade
point average of 3.7 or better
for the Spring 2022 semester and
must have attempted at least 12
credit hours during the semester.
Halladay Glode of North
Grosvenordale
Caroline Gagnon of Thompson

Hannah Mason of Thompson
Elias Child of Woodstock
Valley
Halladay Glode of North
Grosvenordale
Elias Child of Woodstock
Valley
Hannah Mason of Thompson
About
Plymouth
State
University
Established in 1871, Plymouth
State University serves the
state of New Hampshire and the
world beyond by transforming
our students through advanced

St. Luke’s Steel Drum Band
to perform Saturday
PUTNAM — St. Luke’s Steel Drum Band will
perform at Rotary Park in Putnam on Saturday,
June 25 from 6 to 7 p.m. powered by Performing
Arts of Northeast CT and The Three C’s in conjunction with the town of Putnam.
St. Luke’s Steel Band was started in the fall of
1999, when Father Victor Rogers and a group of
supporters from New Haven’s historic St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church purchased a set of used steel

TOWN OF THOMPSON
PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE
The Thompson Planning and Zoning
Commission held a Public Hearing
on Monday, May 23, 2022, at 7:00
PM in the Merrill Seney Community
Room in the Thompson Town Hall,
815 Riverside Drive, North Grosvenordale, CT took the following action:
PZC #22-14 Applicant Hany Youssef
property owner at 292 Riverside Dr.,
Map 87, Block 95, Lot 39, Zone TCDD,
1.93 acres, request a Special Permit
to operate an Adult Use Cannabis Dispensary, according to Town of Thompson Zoning Regulations, Article 4E,
Thompson Corridor Development District, Section 2, Table of Permitted Use,
#20, Article 5A C. Adult Use Cannabis
and Article 3A. Section 4-A., B., and C.
Continued to June 27, 2022.
PZC Application #22-15 Applicant
Strategic Commercial Realty, Inc., dba
Rawson Materials, 58 Pomfret Street,
Putnam, CT 06260, Property Owner
Christine M. Waldron, et. Al, 20 Wiltshire Drive, Worcester, MA 01609 requesting a Special Permit for gravel
mining operation. Postponed to June
27, 2022
Files may be reviewed online, Town of
Thompson website, Planning and Zoning Commission or in the Planning and
Zoning Office. Written communication
will be accepted prior to the meeting
Respectfully submitted,
Joseph Parodi-Brown, Chairman
June 17, 2022
June 24, 2022
TOWN OF THOMPSON
PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE
The Thompson Planning and Zoning
Commission held a Public Hearing
on Monday, June 27, 2022, at 7:00
PM in the Merrill Seney Community
Room in the Thompson Town Hall,
815 Riverside Drive, North Grosvenordale, CT took the following ac-

Woodstock
Nicholas Elliott of
Woodstock
Laura Hackett of North
Grosvenordale
Dominick Kollbeck of
Woodstock
Ty Nilo of Eastford
Keeley
Cerbo
of
Dayville
Ethan
Gosper
of
Danielson
Brianna Hogan of
Danielson
Lauren
Hyatt
of
Dayville
Dylan McMerriman of
Brooklyn
Anthony Ferraro of
Thompson
Nicholas Kolodziejczak
of North Grosvenordale
Prince Patel of North
Grosvenordale
Elise Pond of North
Grosvenordale
Craig Fisk of Pomfret

Ethan
Gosper
of
Danielson
Brianna Hogan of
Danielson
Sarah
Hull
of
Woodstock
Seth Kelly of Woodstock
Nicholas Kolodziejczak
of North Grosvenordale
Prince Patel of North
Grosvenordale
Elise Pond of North
Grosvenordale
Robert
Voght
of
Woodstock
About Nichols College
The mission of Nichols
College is to educate and
enlighten students to capitalize on their ambitions
and to become impactful,
forward looking global
leaders.

POMFRET RECREATION
HOLDS SECOND ANNUAL
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

practices where engaged learning produces well-educated
undergraduates and by providing graduate education that
deepens and advances knowledge and enhances professional
development. With distinction,
we connect with community and
business partners for economic development, technological
advances, healthier living, and
cultural enrichment with a special commitment of service to
the North Country and Lakes
Region of New Hampshire.

pans from a band in Brooklyn. Since then, the
group has attracted a dedicated membership of
players of all ages. Many of the members or their
families come from the West Indies: the islands
of Antigua, Barbados, Bermuda, Grenada,
Jamaica, Montserrat, Nevis and Trinidad and
Tobego are all represented in the ensemble.
Their repertoire includes soca, calypso, reggae, classical, sacred, jazz, popular and island
folk music.
Come explore the town of Putnam on Saturday!
Bring the family; this is a child-friendly performance!

Photo Courtesy

On Saturday, June 4, the Pomfret Recreation Department
held its second annual Cornhole Tournament at the Pomfret
Recreation Park. It was a beautiful day full of fun! There were
18 teams that participated in the tournament. This is a great
community event that the Recreation Department holds every
year.

LEGALS

tion:
PZC 22-17 Applicant French River
Materials, Owner Strategic Commercial Realty, Inc, d/b/a Rawson Materials, 307 Reardon Rd, Map 156, Block
8, Lot 7, Zone BBD, renewal of gravel
mining operation, to
excavate sand and gravel, Zoning Regulations 2012, Article IX, Section 5,
Gravel Banks/Earth Removal.
Applicant has complied with the Town
of Thompson Zoning Regulations,
Amended Edition, 9/24/2012.
Gravel Operation was granted under
the 2012 regulations, therefore renewal
criteria follows the 2012
Regulations.
Files may be reviewed online, Town of
Thompson website, Planning and Zoning Commission or in the Planning and
Zoning Office. Written communication
will be accepted prior to the meeting
Respectfully submitted,
Joseph Parodi-Brown, Chairman
June 17, 2022
June 24, 2022

ORIENTS HEIGHTS FIRE DISTRICT
TAX NOTICE
All residents and non-residents of the
Orients Heights Fire District liable to
pay a property tax in the Orient Heights
Fire District are notified that by virtue of
a tax warrant placed in my hands, I am
directed to collect a tax of .64 mills on
the dollar, which was laid on the Grand
List of October 1, 2021. Said tax becomes due and payable on July 1, 2022
with 30 days to pay without interest. As
soon as such tax becomes delinquent,
it shall be subject to interest at the rate
of one and one half percent of such tax
for each month or the fraction thereof,
which elapses from August 1, 2022.
Minimum interest is $2.00.
I will be accepting mail in payments
only, make checks payable to Orient
Heights Fire District and mail to: Orient Heights Tax Collector, 34 Bonneville St., Danielson CT 06239. A copy
of each tax bill must accompany payment so proper credit may be recorded.
Those wishing a receipt must enclose
a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Cheryl Lukowski, Tax Collector
June 17, 2022
June 24, 2022
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF WOODSTOCK
TAX COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
The first installment of Real Estate,
Personal Property, Motor Vehicle taxes
and sewer usage bills listed on the October 1, 2021 Grand List become due
and payable to the Town of Woodstock
on July 1, 2022.
Payment must be postmarked or in the
office by August 1, 2022, to avoid interest charges. Interest will be charged
on August 2, 2022 on all delinquent
payments at the rate of one and onehalf percent per month, or a minimum
charge of $2.00 on each bill. Sewer
usage bills have a minimum interest
charge of $2.00 on each delinquent bill
as well.
Motor vehicle taxes not paid by August
2, 2022 will be reported as delinquent
to the Motor Vehicle Department.
If you have any questions, please contact the Tax Collector’s Office at 860928-9469 ext. 318 or the Assessor’s
office at 860-928-6929 ext. 326.
The Tax Collector’s office hours are
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Wednesday 8:30 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. Fridays are CLOSED.
The office will be closed on Monday,
July 4, 2022 in observance of Independence Day.
Linda Bernardi, CCMC
Woodstock Tax Collector
415 Route 169
Woodstock, CT 06281
June 24, 2022
July 8, 2022
July 22, 2022
TOWN OF WOODSTOCK
The Planning & Zoning Commission
has scheduled a Public Hearing for
Thursday, July 21, 2021, at 7:45 p.m. to
be held at the Woodstock Town office,
415 Route 169, Lower level, Meeting
Room 1, for application SP641-0625M- Jason & Jamie Beausoleil- 290
Rt 169- Rusty Relic –add retail space

to barn. Dr. Jeffrey Gordon, Chairman
June 24, 2022
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Esther E Cusson (2200216) The Hon. Leah Pollard Schad,
Judge of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree dated June 16, 2022, ordered that all claims
must be presented to the fiduciary at the
address below. Failure to promptly present any such claim may result in the loss
of rights to recover on such claim.
Brenda Duquette, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Lisa Paquin
c/o MATTHEW ALAN HERMAN, LAW
OFFICE OF ALAN SCOTT HERMAN,
16 SOUTH MAIN STREET,
P.O. BOX 663, PUTNAM, CT 06260
June 24, 2022,
LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF KILLINGLY
TAX COLLECTOR’S NOTICE
Taxes and Sewer use charges are due
July 1, 2022, the first installment of
taxes becomes delinquent on August
2, 2022. The first installment of sewer
use becomes delinquent on August
2, 2022. All are subject to interest at
the rate of 18% per annum, 1 ½% per
month or any fraction of a month, from
the due date. A minimum of $2.00 interest will be charged for each delinquent
bill and installment.
FAILURE TO RECEIVE A BILL DOES
NOT RELIEVE OR EXCUSE THE OBLIGATION OF THE TAX OR INTEREST DUE.
Payments will be received in the Revenue Office, 172 Main Street Killingly
CT 06239, during the posted hours, by
mail, online, or in our drop box.
Please visit our website for full details
and online payments www.killingly.org.
Dated at Killingly this 24, day of June
2022.
Patricia Monahan CCMC
Revenue Collector for the
Town of Killingly
June 24, 2022
July 8, 2022
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We just made
windows and doors

MORE AFFORDABLE.

HERE’S HOW
As a division of Andersen, one of the largest
and oldest window companies in America,
we’re often able to offer bigger discounts
than smaller contractors and most
window companies.
We offer a number of exceptional financing
options that allow you to finance your entire
project or just a portion of it.
Our low monthly payment options won’t hurt
your wallet, so you’ll still have money to do
other projects around your home.
From replacing your windows and doors in
stages to choosing a different window style,
our Project Consultants are experts at finding
ways to save you money.

Now until June 30th

Buy one window or door,
get one window or door

40% OFF

1

Plus

$0
Down

0 0%

Payments Interest

FOR
1 YEAR

2

Renewal by Andersen doesn’t just sell superior replacement windows and doors. We
work with you to help you get the windows and doors you want at a price you’ll feel
good about.
More than 48,334 people here in Southern New England have trusted us to replace
the windows and doors in their home. We’d love the opportunity to give you a price.

Call today for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis!

959-456-0067
Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more. Buy 2 windows or doors and get the second 2 windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off – applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. To
qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 6/30/22 with the purchase then occurring on or before 7/10/22. 2No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available
from third-party lenders to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured)
by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. RI 36079. Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England.
Southern New England Windows LLC is the authorized representative of Renewal by Andersen and the registered Home Improvement Contractor. Renewal by Andersen does not hold this HIC number. All residents of islands
including but not limited to Martha’s Vineyard will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. All
rights reserved. *Using U.S. and imported parts.

1
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WORCESTER, Mass. — Eli Werstler
of Woodstock was named to the College
of the Holy Cross Spring 2022 Dean’s
List.
A member of the Class of 2025,
Werstler was among more than 1,457
students named to the Dean’s List for
outstanding academic achievement
during the spring semester of the 202122 academic year.
To qualify, students must pass four
or more letter-graded courses with no
failing grades during the semester and
earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher.
About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy Cross, in
Worcester, Mass., is among the nation’s
leading liberal arts institutions. A
highly selective, four-year, exclusively
undergraduate college of 3,100 students,
Holy Cross is renowned for offering
a rigorous, personalized education in
the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its
founding in 1843, Holy Cross has made
a positive impact in society by graduating students who distinguish themselves as thoughtful leaders in business,
professional and civic life.
Emily King named to Dean’s List at
Plymouth State University
PLYMOUTH,
New
Hampshire
— Emily King of Brooklyn, has been
named to the Plymouth State University
Dean’s List for the Spring 2022 semester. To be named to the Dean’s List,

a student must achieve a grade point
average between 3.5 and 3.69 during
the Spring 2022 semester and must
have attempted at least 12 credit hours
during the semester. King is a Theatre
Arts major at Plymouth State.
About Plymouth State University
Established in 1871, Plymouth State
University serves the state of New
Hampshire and the world beyond by
transforming our students through
advanced practices where engaged
learning produces well-educated undergraduates and by providing graduate
education that deepens and advances
knowledge and enhances professional development. With distinction, we
connect with community and business
partners for economic development,
technological advances, healthier living, and cultural enrichment with a
special commitment of service to the
North Country and Lakes Region of
New Hampshire.

Local students graduate from
University of Hartford
WEST
HARTFORD
— Congratulations to the University of
Hartford Class of 2022!
Bahveena Kes of Danielson
Griffin Ware of Brooklyn
Spread across seven dynamic schools
and colleges, the University of Hartford
has been guiding the purpose and passion of students for over six decades.
On our 350-acre campus alongside
Connecticut’s capital city, approxi-

Showcase
Your
Products
& Services
Connecticut Villager Newspapers it a great place to
promote your products, services, events and special
offers. To learn more, talk to an ad consultant today!
Mikaela Victor 508-909-4126
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

mately 5,000 undergraduate and 1,500
graduate students from 48 states and
countries come together for a common
purpose: to collaborate across different
disciplines, diversify perspectives, and
broaden worldviews. We’re a four-year
private university focused on advancing the public good through meaningful
connections within our communities.
Our unique approach to comprehensive education gives us the critical perspectives that lead to impactful change,
regionally and beyond. With degree programs spanning the arts, humanities,
business, engineering and technology,
education, and health professions, we
focus on doing the work that matters.
Visit www.hartford.edu for more information..

Local student earns Dean’s
List recognition at Norwich
University

NORTHFIELD, Vt. — The following
student from your readership area has
been recognized on the Dean’s List at
Norwich University for the Spring 2022
semester:
Megan Juhola, Brooklyn
Full-time undergraduate students,
who earned a semester grade point
average of at least 3.40 are awarded
Dean’s List honors.
About Norwich
University
N o r w i c h
University is a
diversified aca-

demic institution that educates traditional-age students and adults in a Corps
of Cadets and as civilians. Norwich
offers a broad selection of traditional and distance-learning programs
culminating in Baccalaureate and
Graduate Degrees. Norwich University
was founded in 1819 by Captain Alden
Partridge of the U.S. Army and is the
oldest private military college in the
United States of America. Norwich
is one of our nation’s six senior military colleges and the birthplace of
the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps
(ROTC). www.norwich.edu

Brooklyn resident named to
Quinnipiac Dean’s List
HAMDEN — Alyssa Claire Arends of
Brooklyn has been named to the Dean’s
List for the spring semester of 2022 at
Quinnipiac University.
Students who excel in scholarship by
earning a grade point average of at least
3.5 with no grade lower than C are recognized by earning a spot on the dean’s
list. Full-time students must complete
at least 14 credits in a semester, with at
least 12 credits that have been graded
on a letter grade basis (A through C)
to be eligible. Part-time students must
complete at least six credits during a
semester.

LEGION OFFICERS
EARN AWARDS

www.ConnecticutQuietCorner.com

Woodstock’s Eli Werstler
named to College of the Holy
Cross Dean’s List
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Photo Courtesy

At its June 12 American Legion District 4 Meeting, awards
were presented by District Commander John Barry to the following Danielson Post 21 Officers: Chaplain of the Year Chuck
Lalumiere and Adjutant of the Year Georgette Rohrig.

SPIRITED
BRAVO DELTA
MUSIC
LIVENS
ESC SENIOR
PICNIC
Photo Courtesy

The Eastford Seniors Citizens
(ESC) hosted a gathering of
seniors & their guests at Oliver’s
Dairy Bar & Grill on Tuesday,
June 14. Bernard Dubb and Bravo
Delta played spirited music for
two hours, at Oliver’s, located
at 490 Boston Post Rd., North
Windham. For information regarding the ESC July 9 meeting, call
or text 860-538-8868.

T-REX SIGHTED IN WOODSTOCK

Photo Courtesy

He’s at it again! Mickey Morgan of Woodstock was attempting to remove what he
thought was a small boulder from the ground. It turned out to be a piece of ledge
large enough to break down his backhoe. He was able to split the top of the rock into
two pieces, one of which resembled the shape of a dinosaur head. For three weeks,
he and his wife, Bonnie, worked on it to bring the rock to a lifelike T-Rex appearance
with a three-dimensional eye, lips, and teeth. One believes he is smiling until seeing
the eye and realizing what an evil grin is on his face!

