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Oxford
Family Dentistry

252 Main Street 
Oxford, MA 01540

508-987-8114

Scan to book an 
appointment!

Why patients choose us:
• Private practice with in-house membership plans for  
    those without dental insurance
• Digital impressions and same-day crowns
• Implants using state of the art technology for guided surgery
• Always accepting new patients

Dr. Batlle and Dr. Oleynik are a 
husband and wife team!

WEBSTER — Saint 
Joseph School in 
Webster proudly rec-
ognized  Mr. Mariusz 
Macko  as the 2025 recip-
ient of  the  Saint Joseph 
the Worker Volunteer 
of  the Year Award. The 
award was presented by 
Principal Beth Boudreau 
during the Saint Joseph 
School Family Mass held 
on Sunday, Oct. 5 at Saint 
Joseph Basilica.

“It is my honor and priv-
ilege to present the 2025 
Saint Joseph the Worker 
Volunteer of  the Year 
Award to someone whose 
generosity and commit-
ment have touched near-
ly every corner of  our 
school community—
Mr. Mariusz Macko,” 
said Boudreau as she 
addressed the congrega-
tion. “Whether it’s coach-
ing our athletes, assist-
ing with robotics, help-
ing at our Thanksgiving 
and Christmas lunches, 
or lending his talents 
behind the scenes with 
lighting and sound for 
our pageants and plays—
he is always willing to 
step in with a servant’s 
heart.”

Born in Poland, Macko 
immigrated to the United 
States in 1990 and set-
tled in Worcester. He 
attended Sullivan Middle 

School and South High 
School before earning 

his Bachelor of  Science 
degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from 
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute in 2003. For 22 

years, he has served as 
a submarine engineer 
and builder with Electric 
Boat and has made 
Oxford his home for the 

past two decades.
At Saint Joseph School, 

his volunteer contribu-
tions have been exten-
sive and heartfelt. He 

has assisted at school 
festivals, served as an 
intramural and JV girls’ 
basketball coach, head 
coach, and cross-country 
coach, and offered tech-
nical support for perfor-
mances and pageants. 
He has also shared his 
time as a mystery reader, 
assistant athletic direc-
tor, and supporter of  the 
school’s Thanksgiving 
and Christmas lun-
cheons. In addition, his 
passion for Lego robotics 
has inspired countless 
students over the years.

“As principal, I can-
not tell you how grate-
ful I am for Mariusz’s 
constant support and 
dedication,” Boudreau 
added. “His example of  
service reflects the very 
spirit of  Saint Joseph the 
Worker—humility, hard 
work, and love for family 
and community.”

The  Saint Joseph the 
Worker Volunteer of  
the Year Award  honors 
individuals who embody 
the school’s mission 
of   faith, learning, and 
love  through acts of  ser-
vice that strengthen both 
the school and parish 
community. Saint Joseph 
School extends heartfelt 
congratulations and grat-
itude to Mr. Macko for his 
many years of  devotion 
and service.

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY —  Dudley’s 
fall annual town meeting 
is on the horizon with 
a back heavy warrant 
focusing on a variety of  
town issues in addition to 
the typical financial mat-
ters usually addressed 
every October.

Among the topics up 
for debate are the con-
tinued attempt to autho-
rize borrowing for the 
Eagle Drive neighbor-
hood water main exten-
sion, Eagle Drive PFAS 
remediation funding, the 
possible renaming of  the 
Board of  Selectman, wine 
and malt license regula-
tion changes, and high-
way discharge regula-
tions. The Town Meeting 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
on Oct. 20 in the Connie 
Vanco-Galli Auditorium 
at Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School.

What could potential-
ly be the most debated 
item of  the night is the 
Eagle Drive water line 
extension funding which 
previously failed at the 
annual town meeting by 
only a handful of  votes 
required to meet a two-
third majority. 

The October article is 
very similar, seeking the 
borrowing of  $14.2 mil-
lion for the project which 
is considered the final 
solution to ongoing PFAS 
issues in the Eagle Drive 
neighborhood. While the 
town is seeking borrow-
ing of  the entire cost, half  
of  that price tag would be 
covered through an agree-
ment with local compa-
ny Gentex. Securing the 
full borrowing amount 

would allow Dudley to 
utilize State Revolving 
Fund money to help pay 
for the project. Selectmen 
reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the project 
in the months following 
the annual town meeting 
promising to engage in 
a larger public informa-
tion campaign to hopeful-
ly secure the necessary 
votes for passage which 
included a public infor-
mational session during 
the board’s Oct. 6 meet-
ing. If  the item does not 
pass it will once again put 
a roadblock in the way 
of  a solution that would 
eliminate the town’s 
required remediation of  
PFAS contamination in 
local well.

That remediation is 
also on the town meet-

ing warrant. Until the 
water line project takes 
place Dudley must con-
tinue to fund that com-
mitment as mandated 
by the state Department 
of  Environmental 
Protection (DEP). An arti-
cle will seek to authorize 
borrowing $222,615.32 to 
continue remediation 
including maintaining fil-
tration systems. Dudley’s 
previous borrowing arti-
cle for remediation took 
several town meetings 
to approve, eventually 
earning enough support 
at the May annual town 
meeting but not before 
putting the town at risk 
of  fines and legal rami-
fications due to the DEP 
mandates and the exist-
ing remediation contract 
with Gentex.

Outside of  PFAs issues, 
several other articles 
could change some reg-
ulations in the town and 
even change the title 
of  the town’s executive 
board. A proposal to seek 
voter input on changing 
the Board of  Selectmen to 
a Select Board. In a time 
when many local and 
national boards are shift-
ing to more gender-neu-
tral monikers, Dudley 
will now have its say on 
what the board will be 
called for the foreseeable 
future. Other items up 
for discussion include 
accepting provisions of  
Massachusetts General 
Law that would allow 
the selectmen to approve 
converting on-premises 

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

TAUNTON — A Dudley 
Charlton Regional School 
District teacher has been 
put on leave following an 
arrest for child endanger-
ment after attempting to 
meet a minor he says he 
believed was of  age.

A pair of  press releas-
es from the Dudley 
and Taunton Police 
Departments, respec-
tively, confirmed that 
Thomas Wilson of  
Southbridge, a Shepherd 
Hill Regional High School 
music teacher, has been 
charged with offenses 
related to child endanger-
ment. The Taunton Police 
Department confirmed 
that an incident on Sept. 
18 resulted in an investi-
gation and Wilson’s subse-
quent arrest. Wilson was 
charged with Reckless 
Sexual Endangerment 
of  a Child, Enticement 
of  a Child Under Age 16, 
and Possession of  Child 
Pornography. 

While the Taunton 
Police Department has 
not released extensive 
details about the inves-
tigation, WCVB news 
has reported that Wilson 
appeared in court on 
Oct. 3, where he admit-
ted to driving to Taunton 
to meet a 14-year-old 
girl he had connected 
with on Reddit who he 
believed was 18. Wilson 
has since posted bail and 
is required to wear a GPS 
device and avoid contact 
with anyone under 18.

The Dudley Police 
Department issued a press 
release on Oct. 3 that clar-
ified their involvement in 
the case. The department 
was first notified of  the 
arrest on Sept. 20 after 
which they informed 
school officials who 
“promptly took appro-
priate action by placing 
the teacher on adminis-
trative leave,” according 
to Dudley Police Chief  
Marek Karlowicz.

“Throughout this pro-
cess, Taunton Police 
have remained in con-
tact with our department 
while their investiga-
tion continued. In addi-
tion, the Dudley Police 
Department has assigned 
investigators to this case, 
which remains active and 
ongoing. Our highest pri-
ority is the safety, securi-
ty, and well-being of  the 
students in our commu-
nity,” said the chief  in a 
statement. “The Dudley-
Charlton Regional School 
District Administration 
has been fully cooperative 
during this investigation. 
We encourage parents 
and guardians to speak 
with their children and to 
contact our department 
directly with any ques-
tions or concerns.”

While our correspon-
dent was unable to con-
tact school administra-
tion for this story, the 
incident does not appear 
to have involved any stu-
dents that Wilson taught 
locally. The case remains 
an active investigation 
according to authorities.

WEBSTER — On 
Sunday, Sept. 14, the 
United Church of  Christ 
Federated gathered to cel-
ebrate the faithful leader-
ship of  Edna Patri, who 
has guided the Golden 
Bees ministry for the past 
28 years.

Each Monday morn-
ing, from 9 a.m. to noon, 
a faithful and spirited 
group of  mostly senior 
citizens gathers to pro-
vide warmth, dignity, 
and care to the homeless. 
Using donated comfort-
ers, blankets, and sheets, 
the Golden Bees lovingly 
create sleeping bags that 
are distributed to shel-
ters, support organiza-
tions, and at times, direct-
ly to individuals in need. 

Alongside each sleeping 
bag, the ministry often 
includes health kits filled 
with essential personal 
care items, another small 
way to offer comfort and 

compassion.
The numbers speak vol-

umes. In 2024, the Golden 
Bees distributed 515 

Dudley teacher 
arrested on child 
endangerment 

charges

Saint Joseph School honors Mariusz Macko 
as 2025 Volunteer of the Year

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School Principal  Beth Boudreau  and Pastor and Headmaster  Rev. Richard Polek  proudly present  Mariusz 
Macko with a plaque recognizing him as the 2025 Saint Joseph the Worker Volunteer of the Year during the Saint Joseph 
School Family Mass held on Oct. 5 at Saint Joseph Basilica. Pictured with Mariusz are his daughters, Evelyn, a seventh-grade 
student at Saint Joseph School, on his left, and Emily, Saint Joseph School Class of 2024, on his right. 

Dudley Town Meeting to address 
Eagle Drive water line funding 

United Church of Christ Federated 
honors volunteer for 28 years of service

Turn To VOLUNTEERS page  A11

Turn To DUDLEY page  A11



DUDLEY —  On Thursday, Sept. 25, 
the Dudley Little League Board of  
Directors held their Annual Meeting.  
The highlight of  the meeting included 
the presentation of  the Nellie Twardzik 
Thompson Outstanding Softball Athlete 
Award and the John Paire Award for 

Baseball Excellence. The Board of  
Directors, joined by coaches, players, 
and families, recognized and honored 
two exceptional young athletes. 

Remembering a local legend: Nellie 
Twardzik Thompson

Nellie Twardzik Thompson, a lifelong 
resident of  Dudley, 
made history in 
1935 as the first 

female to start on a boys’ varsity base-
ball team at the age of  15. She played 
first base for Bartlett High School for 
three years, earning national atten-
tion for breaking barriers in the sport. 
After high school, she continued to play 
semi-professional baseball, including 
on her own team, Nellie’s All-Stars.

In 2006, Nellie’s high school letter 
and first baseman’s glove were perma-

nently displayed in the Baseball Hall 
of  Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. as part 
of  the  Diamond Dreams: Women in 
Baseball exhibit. Nellie passed away in 
2013, leaving a lasting legacy as a pio-
neer for women in baseball. 

The Nellie Twardzik Thompson 
Outstanding Softball Athlete Award is 
given annually to a player that exhib-
its exceptional athletic ability on the 
field, displays endless effort, remark-
able sportsmanship, and a sheer love of  
the game.

The 2025 Nellie Twardzik Thompson 
Outstanding Softball Athlete Award 
was presented to Quinn Remillard.

Honoring Excellence in Baseball: 
John Paire

The late John Paire, former principal 
at Dudley Middle School, was remem-
bered for his “Be Better” philosophy, 
which continues to influence students 
and athletes across the community.  

To this day, his legacy remains strong 
as one can easily spot the “Be Better” 
logo on dozens of  t-shirts, hoodies, and 
stickers throughout the Town of  Dudley. 
A stone at the entrance to Dudley 
Middle School engraved with the same 
words serves as a daily reminder to stu-
dents as they enter the building. 

The John Paire Award for Baseball 
Excellence is given to a baseball player 
that demonstrates outstanding talent, 
a high level of  sportsmanship, displays 
the characteristics of  a great teammate, 
and respect for the game of  baseball. 
This player personifies the “Be Better” 
philosophy Mr. Paire is still known for 
in the community.

The 2025 John Paire Award for 
Baseball Excellence was presented to 
Timothy King, receiving the award 
from Renee Paire during the ceremony.
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 Real Estate
AUBURN 

$710,000, 24 Goddard Dr, Cariglio, Steven L, and 
Cariglio, Cindy L, to Rozak, Alexander, and Rozak, 
Alyssa.

$670,000, 38 Brook St, Froio Jr, Stephen J, and Froio, 
Erin M, to Delacruz, Geraldo.

$650,000, 7 Mayfield Rd, Gary S Petro T, and Petro, 
Gary S, to Bitto, Michael, and Strugazow, Amy.

$435,000, 19 Chestnut Ave, Santiago, Ethan C, to 
Payes, Jose M, and Lopez, Yeni A.

$415,000, 85 Pinehurst Ave, Wright, Kimberly A, and 
Minton, Tiyika K, to Garcia, Asdrubal, and Monge, 
Asdrubal S.

DUDLEY
$950,000, 93 Schofield Ave, Sudyka, Wieslaw, and 

Sudyka, Jan, to Imperial Group Ads Inc.
$877,000, 19 Williams St, Menzone, David J, to Srt 

LLC.
$354,500, 134 Southbridge Rd, Arpin Gail M Est, 

and Lawrence, Nicole L, to Britton, Alexander K, and 
Raymond, Shannon.

OXFORD
$599,900, 3 Jasmine Rd, Morello, Robert G, and 

Morello, Danielle N, to Harrison, Magda, and Harrison, 
Antoine W.

$592,500, 126 Federal Hill Rd, Smith, Brendan L, to 
Ryel, Alexander, and Bell, Rachael.

$455,000, 18 Wayne Ave, Fyvie, Andrew D, and Fyvie, 
Kori E, to Richards, Cameron, and Carneiro, Jessica C.

$382,000, 6 Cole Dr #6, Catullo Judith A Est, and 
Bagdis, Katherine A, to Nelson Jr, Robert W, and 
Nelson, Janis E.

$255,000, 30 Thayer Pond Dr #5, Webber, Christopher 
J, to Paz, Richard.

WEBSTER
$530,000, 576-578 School St, Bd Construction LLC, to 

Sicard, Adrienne, and Sicard-Melanson, Cynthia.
$456,000, 1200 School St, Chem, Andrew, and Seng, 

Rachael, to Czelusniak, Jeffrey, and Czelusniak, Aggie.
$400,000, 47 Hillside Ave, Oxsco LLC, to Rosa, Ruth.
$379,900, 21 Granite St, Webster Rentals LLC, to Dao, 

Kimberly, and Tuong, Kevin.

Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY

Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs.......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday............................. 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday................................... 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday................. 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday...................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday............................... 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday......................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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Dudley Little League celebrates athletes 
at annual awards ceremony

Courtesy

Left to right: Family members and the recipient, Timothy King award presenter Renee Paire, 
and DLL President Dan Colella.

Left to right: DLL VP of Softball Amanda St. George, award recipient Quinn Remillard, her 
coach and DLL Safety Officer Amanda White, DLL League President Dan Colella

For Advertising 
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Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news



WEBSTER —  Each 
year, Park Avenue is 
filled with remarkable 
student learning, made 
possible by the dedica-
tion, creativity, support 
and most importantly 
hope that is carried by 
the extraordinary staff  
here in our town. This 
week we would like  to 

highlight three excep-
tional  teachers  at PAE - 
Tracie Vangel (Academic 
Interventionist K-4) 
,Kirsten Larson 
( K i n d e r g a r t e n 
Instructional Assistant) 
and Christina Cabrera 
(Kindergarten Special 
Education Liaison). 

Ms. Vangel is a dedi-

cated and hardworking 
Academic Interventionist 
who consistently goes 
above and beyond to sup-
port her students. She 
takes the time to under-
stand each child’s indi-
vidual needs and creates 
meaningful learning 
opportunities that help 
them thrive. Because she 

works in many different 
classrooms, she knows 
most of  the students in 
our school and builds 
positive connections with 
them. Faculty members 
say the children “truly 
love having Ms. Vangel in 
their classrooms — she 
makes learning fun and 
meaningful for every stu-
dent.” Her commitment, 
care, and will-
ingness to go the 
extra mile make a 
lasting impact on 
our school com-
munity.  Thank 
you for your dedi-
cation. 

Ms. Larson is 
a kind and flexi-
ble instruction-
al assistant in 
Kindergarten who 
is always ready to 
support both stu-
dents and staff. 
She steps in wher-
ever she is needed, 
offering patience, 
encouragement, 
and care. One 
faculty member 
notes, “Ms. Larson 
is always reliable 
— we can count 
on her no matter 
what comes up 
during the day.” 
Her willingness to 
help ensures that 
students receive 
the attention they 
need, and her pos-
itive presence con-
tributes to the suc-
cess of  the entire 
school communi-
ty. Thank you for 
your dedication.

Ms. Cabrera is 
a dedicated spe-
cial education 
liaison who goes 
above and beyond 
to meet the needs 
of  her students. 
She works across 

many kindergarten class-
rooms, collaborating 
with staff  and supporting 
learning in every setting. 
Christina makes a spe-
cial effort to get to know 
all the students in the 
building, building strong 
relationships that help 
each child feel supported 
and valued. According to 
a colleague, “Christina’s 

expertise in special edu-
cation is incredible — 
she supports both stu-
dents and teachers with 
skill and dedication.” 
Her commitment and 
care have a meaningful 
impact on both students 
and staff  alike.  Thank 
you for your dedication.
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Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA 
508.234.8256 • 800.357.2265

MilfordFederal.com

Milford Federal Bank is proud to  
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue 

PAW of the WEEK! 

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB 
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any 

branch and bring home a treat from our  
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

PAW of the WEEK 
CRACKLE

**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION**
Good with Kids & Dogs! 
Meet Crackle!

8 mo./28 lb/Male/Lab/Hound Mix

Meet Crackle! He’s an 8 month old,  28 lb, Male, Lab/Hound mix. 

Crackle is a sweet boy, who’s looking for a safe and loving family to 

give him the time to warm up and come out of his shell. We think 

Crackle may do best in a home with another dog to lead the way 

and help him build his confidence. Do you think Crackle could be a 

Pawfect addition to your family?

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

W O R C E S T E R 
— Cornerstone Bank has 
donated $3,000 to Dismas 
House of  Massachusetts, 
Inc., to help provide 
winter heating sup-
port across the non-
profit’s four residential 
programs for former 
inmates reentering soci-
ety. The funds will help 
cover utility costs during 
the colder months, ensur-
ing that residents have a 
safe, warm environment 
as they work toward 
rebuilding their lives.

Dismas House  offers 
transitional housing, 

support services and a 
pathway back to the com-
munity for individuals 
most in need of  recovery, 
decent work and hous-
ing. With locations across 
Worcester County, the 
organization provides 
not only shelter, but also 
critical programs that 
foster stability and hope.

“Dismas House plays 
a vital role in providing 
dignity and opportu-
nity for people in need 
across our community,” 
said Todd Tallman, CEO 
of  Cornerstone Bank. 
“We’re proud to continue 

our support for their mis-
sion, particularly during 
the winter months when 
reliable heat is essential.”

This most recent gift 
builds on Cornerstone 
Bank’s ongoing partner-
ship with Dismas House, 
which included a $2,500 
donation in 2024 to sup-
port youth hunger initia-
tives and a $4,000 dona-
tion in 2023 for the same 
cause.

Cornerstone Bank is 
committed to strength-
ening local communities 
through charitable giv-

ing and volunteerism. Its 
support of  Dismas House 
underscores the bank’s 
dedication to address-
ing urgent community 
needs and improving the 
lives of  neighbors across 
Central Massachusetts.

About Cornerstone 
Bank

Cornerstone Bank was 
formed in 2017, born of  
a long history of  sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses 
thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, 

Cornerstone Bank’s local 
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model 
enables a unique ability 
to deliver outstanding 
service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone, 
which is a subsidiary of  
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, 
operating independent-
ly under its own name 
and brand, provides the 
highest level of  service 
and expertise for indi-
viduals, businesses, 
and community orga-
nizations with branch 
locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to 

connect customers with 
opportunities through a 
broad range of  deposit 
and loan products and 
services. Built on Trust is 
not just a tagline, but also 
one of  our guiding cor-
porate values. Whether 
a business or personal 
partnership, Cornerstone 
stands on the founda-
tion that relationships 
are built on trust. To 
learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, 
please visit  cornerstone-
bank.com  or call 800-939-
9103.

WEBSTER — Saints 
Constantine and Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church 
offers what it calls the 
Living Bread Luncheon 
on the first Saturday of  
every month. These com-
munity meals are free 
for anyone to come and 
enjoy a delicious meal in 
a warm and hospitable 
setting, while meeting 
with friends and others 
from around the Webster 

area. 
Father Luke Veronis, 

the priest at Saints 
Constantine and Helen 
Church, noted how this 
meal began. “Around ten 
years ago, our communi-
ty wanted to join the rota-
tion of  other churches in 
town that were offering 
a free meal for people in 
need. We came up with 
the name Living Bread 
Luncheon as a reflec-

tion of  Jesus Christ’s 
words, “I am the Bread 
of  Life.”  We thought that 
through a delicious meal 
and welcoming spirit, 
we could offer the love 
of  Christ to the commu-
nity of  Webster. Instead 
of  just being for people 
in need, however, our 
luncheon has become a 
special event for anyone 
and everyone who wants 
to be treated as a special 

guest while enjoying a 
delicious meal.  We get 
to know people by name 
and offer a loving spir-
it in a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere. It’s beautiful 
to see how our guests lit-
erally arrive one or two 
hours before the meal is 
served, simply to enjoy 
the welcoming atmo-
sphere while drinking a 
coffee, eating some pas-
tries, and chatting with 

friends. I’ve heard more 
than one guest say that 
the highlight of  their 
month is coming to our 
Living Bread Luncheon.”

Neal Neslusan and 
Linda Nizamoff, the main 
cooks for each meal, 
oversee a group of  faith-
ful volunteers from the 
Church.   Neal describes 
these meals as, “a month-
ly fellowship meeting 
that centers around some 

delicious homecooked 
food with a lot of  friend-
ship.” Everyone is wel-
come to take part in these 
Living Bread Luncheons! 

Doors open at 10 a.m. 
for pastries and coffee, 
and food is served at 12:30 
p.m. on the first Saturday 
of  every month at Saints 
Constantine and Helen 
Church, 37 Lake Parkway, 
Webster.

Cornerstone Bank supports Dismas House with 
$3,000 donation for winter heating assistance

Saints Constantine & Helen offers 
monthly Living Bread Luncheon

Park Avenue Faculty Spotlight

Courtesy

Tracie Vangel (AI), Christina Cabrera (K - Special Education) and Kirsten Larson (K-IA) smiling 
for a group picture!

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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W O R C E S T E R 
—  Quinsigamond 
Community College’s Dental 
Hygiene Clinic is offering 
free preventative dental 
services to anyone aged 55 
or older, as well as active 
military members and vet-
erans. The clinic, located at 
QCC’s West Boylston Street 
campus, offers dental assess-
ments, teeth cleaning, x-rays 
and fluoride treatments and 
serves the general public at 
a discounted cost of  $25 for 
adults and $20 for children.

The clinic was recently 
outfitted with new dental 

chairs and the flooring was 
replaced, ensuring QCC 
can effectively operate its 
18-chair clinic, which pro-
vides hands-on instruction 
for students in QCC’s dental 
hygiene and dental assistant 
programs. The clinic also 
supports QCC’s non-credit 
dental radiology certifica-
tion program.

“Each patient plays a 
vital role in helping stu-
dents develop their skills, 
gain confidence and pre-
pare for real-world practice. 
By donating your time as 
a patient, you’re making a 

meaningful contribution to 
both student education and 
public health,” said Dental 
Clinic Operations and 
Facilities Manager Rene 
Cummings.

Since 2021, QCC’s Dental 
Hygiene Clinic has provid-
ed free dental care to 900 
seniors through a grant 
from Senior Connection, a 
nonprofit supporting senior 
citizens and caregivers. The 
clinic also works with the 
Worcester Public Schools’ 
Kidseal program, which 
provides free dental care 
to low-income elementary 

school children. In 2024, 150 
children were served at the 
clinic.

“In many cases, we are the 
only access to dental care 
that these patients have 
due to financial barriers, 
lack of  insurance or other 
challenges,” said Program 
Coordinator for Dental 
Hygiene Education Jane 
Gauthier.

For more information, 
visit  QCC.edu/dental-clin-
ic. To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 508-854-4306.

 

2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Wednesday 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

The Library will be closed on Monday, 
Oct. 13 in observation of  Indigenous 
Peoples Day.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
	 Want to receive updates about 

our upcoming events? Sign up for email 
alerts by visiting our website or con-
tacting our Adult Services Librarian 
Jessica Fontaine at jfontaine@cwmars.
org

Adult Programming

Literacy Volunteers: ESL Classes – 
Tuesdays at 6:00pm

	 The Literacy Cafe is a free 
weekly English conversation class 
offered by Literacy Volunteers of  South 
Central Massachusetts (LVSCM). This 
class is free to attend and is open to all 
adults. No pre-registration is required. 
For more information, email us at 
info@lvscm.org.

Yoga Nidrā – Wednesday Mornings 
at 8:15am

	 Join Adult Services Librarian 
Jess for a relaxing yoga nidrā practice 
to start your day on Wednesdays. Jess 
will guide participants through a few 
simple yoga asanas to release physical 
tension. Participants will then settle 
into a reclined position for a guided 
relaxation (yoga nidrā). If  you have 
your own yoga mat, please bring it and 
be sure to dress in comfortable clothing. 
This program takes place before the 
library officially opens. Registration is 
required and Jess will meet you at the 
program door. 

Library for All – First Two Mondays; 
Last Two Fridays 10AM (Chair Yoga or 
Craft) 

	 This program includes one 
chair yoga class and one craft project 
that will be held on first two Mondays 
and the last two Fridays of  the month. 
Either join Jess for a one-hour relaxing 
Chair Yoga class or join us for our craft 
program. Check the online calendar 
to see which event is scheduled. No 
experience necessary. This program is 
for teens and adults of  all abilities 
and their caregivers. Please call ahead 
if  special accommodations or require-
ments are needed. 

Yoga – Saturdays at 9:30am
Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E. 

Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class 
for all levels. A typical class involves 
centering the mind with the breath, 
aromatherapy, movement of  the body 
to release energetic blockages, and, 
finally, rest and relaxation. Classes are 
free. Funded by the Friends of  the 
Gladys E. Kelly Public Library.

Fall Concert Series: Dan Cloutier – 
Thursday, Oct. 9th at 6:30pm

	 Dan Cloutier is a New England 
based singer-songwriter with a new 
album called,  The Iceberg, which was 
released in early summer of  2025. The 
project was an album and an adventure, 
as Dan spent the last year traveling 
to both Greenland and Newfoundland 
to find icebergs, record music, and 
make videos. The album is all about 
finding hope during dark seasons of  
life. Like an iceberg, you cannot see 

what is underneath. At his concert he 
will be sharing his iceberg songs, the 
meanings behind each, and stories of  
his adventures in the great north. The 
music has been featured throughout 
New England and beyond.

Afternoon Tea: Chamomile Tea Party 
for Adults – Friday, Oct. 10th 3:00pm

	 Adults: Join us in celebrating 
the chamomile we grew in our garden! 
One of  our garden committee volun-
teers lovingly dried our chamomile so 
we could enjoy it together as tea. We’ll 
have biscuits and maybe even do a taste 
test comparing our own chamomile to 
the store-bought tea. Tea party attire is 
recommended for fun, but certainly not 
required! Registration is required.

Cookbook Club – Tuesday, October 
14th at 6:00pm

	 Join our cookbook club this 
month as we cook recipes from  The 
Complete Autumn and Winter 
Cookbook  by America’s Test Kitchen. 
Extra copies are available at the circu-
lation desk.

Seasonal Decoupage Wall Pockets 
with Sincerely, Michele – Thursday, 
October 16th at 5:30pm

	 Join Michele Thorne of  
Sincerely, Michele, in decoupaging 
2 seasonal wall pockets. You’ll make 
one fall themed pocket and one winter 
themed pocket. This program is for 
adults and requires registration.

Genre Book Group – Thursday, 
October 16th at 6:00pm

	 Join our Genre Book Group! 
Each month we’ll read a different 
genre. October’s genre is historical 
horror: The Buffalo Hunter Hunter by 
Stephen Graham Jones.  Extra copies 
are available at the circulation desk. To 
be added to the group list, please email 
Jess at jfontaine@cwmars.org.

Programming for All Ages
Pet Portraits – Friday, October 17th 

at 3:30pm
	 Join Jess and Paige for a Pet 

Portrait painting program! Come with 
a 5x7 or 8x10 picture of  your pet and 
leave with a framed abstract of  your 
beloved animal. Registration Required.

Historical Walking Tour of  
Downtown Webster with the National 
Parks Service – Saturday, October 18th 
at 10:00am

	 Join Allison Horrocks from 
the National Park Service for an histor-
ic walking tour of  downtown Webster. 
Whether you’re a lifelong resident, new 
to the area, or just visiting for the day, 
you’re sure to learn something new! 
This event is for all ages and partic-
ipants will meet in the lobby before 
their guided tour.

Children’s and Young Adult 
Programming

Creators Club – Mondays from 4:00-
5:30 PM

We will have a variety of  craft 
materials available to put your cre-
ativity to the test! Come explore our 
newly rebranded Monday night pro-
gram:  Creators Club!  Each month fea-
tures a new theme highlighting a dif-
ferent art supply for kids to experiment 
with and turn into their own master-
pieces. October’s theme is Watercolors. 
Kids can experiment with blending, 
textures, and colors to make unique 
works of  art. Artwork left behind will 
be displayed in the children’s program 
room for the rest of  the month!

Tiny Groovers - Tuesdays at 10:30 AM 
Join Miss Paige for a new storytime! 

Toddlers ages 2-5 and their caregivers 
will dance to popular kids’ tunes using 
instruments and playful props, and 
enjoy an interactive story each week.

Mini Block Party – Tuesdays at 
3:30pm

	 Play with magnets, marble 
mazes, and LEGO.

Busy Baby Storytime – Fridays at 
10:00am

	 Join us for Busy Baby 
Storytime! Babies and caregivers will 
enjoy songs, movement, and simple sto-
ries that build early literacy skills in a 
fun and playful way. 

STEM Beginnings: Young Scientists 
at 10:00am

	 Children, ages 3-6, with a 
parent/caregiver will learn STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math) concepts through hands-on activ-
ities, story time, challenges and sim-
ple experiments in this weekly STEM 
series.  Caregivers please register as a 
registrant only  and not as attendees. 
Please add as attendees only children 
between ages 3 and 6. Please answer all 
questions to receive approval. “Young 
Scientists” is sponsored by the YMCA 
Family & Community Partnership 
(YFCP), a Massachusetts Coordinated 
Family and Community Engagement 
(CFCE) Grant program funded by the 
Department of  Early Education & Care 
and awarded to the YMCA of  Central 
Massachusetts.

Me and My Mini – October 16th, and 
30th (special Halloween edition on the 
30th)

	 Me and My Mini: A 45 minute 
creative movement group for ages 0 
through 2.5 with a grown-up. Group is 
focused on adult and baby spending 
quality time together, fostering attach-
ment, and baby interacting with oth-
ers their age. Get groovy to upbeat 
music with fun props, instruments, and 
a story. Adult participation is required 
and 1-2 children per adult is recom-
mended.

Craft Adventures: Spooky Slime – 
Thursday, Oct. 9th at 4:00pm

	 Join us for our new Thursday 
craft series, Craft Adventures, tailored 
for elementary kids! Each month fea-
tures a different hands-on project, and 
this month participants will create 
their own spooky slime to bring home. 
A great way for kids to get creative and 
try something new each month!

Clay Animals – Friday, Oct. 10th at 
2:00pm

	 A half  day is a perfect reason 
to come to the library and make your 
own clay animal! Tweens (ages 7-12) are 
invited to hang out in the Community 
Room, make some cute clay creations, 
and enjoy some snacks with friends. 
Registration is required. 

Kim the LEGO Lady – Oct. 21st at 
4:00pm

	 Do you love building, creating, 
and having fun with LEGO? Look no 
further! Kim the LEGO Lady is here 
and we want YOU to be part of  our 
LEGO CLUB adventure. Join us for 
interactive building challenges, new 
skills and create fabulous imaginative 
builds. For ages 5 to 11.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Webster 
Senior Center

5 Church St. 
(508) 949-3845
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov
Senior Center hours are Monday- 

Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., with one Thursday 
a month 9 a.m.- 7 p.m. 

Like the Webster Senior Center 
Facebook page to view our photographs, 
news and announcements. Please stop 
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for 
a complete list of  activities, upcoming 
events, and our monthly lunch menu. 
You may also join our email list to view 
our newsletter online. You do not have 
to be a resident of  Webster to partici-
pate in our activities and programs. ALL 
Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at 11:30 am.  Please call (508) 
949-3845 at least three business days in 
advance to reserve or cancel your meal. A 
$3.00 donation for 65 and up, and $5 for 55- 
64 is appreciated. All meals include milk, 
bread, and dessert. This week’s menu: 
Tuesday, 10/14: Chicken stir-fry, steamed 
white rice, roasted broccoli, fresh fruits. 
Wednesday, 10/15: Vegetable cheese bake, 
seasoned potatoes, jardinière vegetables, 
mixed fruit. Thursday, 10/16: Banh Mi 
pork riblet sandwiches, carrots, coleslaw, 
baked cinnamon pears. Friday, 10/17: 
Soup du Jour, Caesar chicken salad sand-
wiches, pickled beets, grahams. 

Need Transportation? Contact SCM 
Elderbus at 1-800-321-0243 at least two 
business days in advance to schedule 
transportation. Elderbus is available 
Mondays- Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come down to the Bomba Beauty Salon 
at the Webster Senior Center! Call 508-341-
8724 for an appointment. Bomba Beauty 
Salon is open for walk in appointments 
on Wednesdays from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm, 
and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays by 
appointment only from 10:00 am- 3:00 pm. 
Please call (508) 341-8724 to schedule an 
appointment. 

We are now offering MOVIE MATINEES 
every Wednesday at 1:00 pm! Popcorn is 
provided, no registration is needed. Our 
October movies include- “The Curse of  
Bridge Hollow” on 10/15, “The Craft” 
on 10/22, and “The Conjuring” on 10/29. 
PLEASE NOTE that some of  these mov-
ies contain graphic content. Please be 
mindful of  this while you watch!

Looking for a creative way to spend 
Columbus Day? Join us for our Columbus 
Day Craft Fair! Browse a selection of  
handcrafted gifts, and maybe get some 
holiday shopping in too! Crafter applica-
tions are open as well! Please email hack-
ensonc@aol.com for more information.

Are you ready for Halloween? The 
Friends of  the Webster Senior Center 
will be hosting their Halloween Party 
on October 31st! Come and enjoy some 
snacks and music by Dave Mindell from 
1-2:30 PM! Come dressed in your best cos-
tume for a chance to win a prize!

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with 
Forty Arroyo are the perfect workout for 
any fitness ability! The cost is a recom-
mended $3.00 donation per class. A new 
video class will be offered Thursday and 
Friday mornings, free of  charge.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on 
Mondays from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts 
promptly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to arrive 
by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy your 
bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold 
after 12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our week-
ly Cribbage group meets every Thursday 
at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested per-
sons to the Webster Senior Center! Come 
join us for six-card or thirteen-card pitch! 
Six-card pitch meets on Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets on 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday at 
1:00 pm. Beginners welcome!

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s Office 
House Numbering Program will create 
a custom wooden sign with your house 
number free of  charge. One sign per 
senior household. Please contact the 
Webster Senior Center at (508) 949-3845. 
if  you are interested in having a house 
number sign made for you. 

Senior SAFE is a program that sup-
ports fire and life safety education for 
seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do 
a home visit to ensure that you have the 
correct smoke and CO2 alarms, and that 
they are working properly. This is at no 
cost to you! All you have to do is give 
them a call at (508) 949-3875.

Gladys E. Kelly Public Library

QCC’s updated dental clinic offers 
free services to seniors and veterans

news@stonebridgepress.news
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WEBSTER —  Native 
Americans in the Nipmuc 
Territory surrounding 
Webster and northeast-
ern Connecticut left 
tangible artifacts, called 
lithic structures, and 
some can be found today 
in area fields and woods. 
Examples are cairns, 
chambers, anthropomor-
phic stone art and weirs. 

 
Joe Iamartino, long-

time president of  the 
Thompson Historical 
Society, will present pho-
tographic and written 

evidence of  the purpose 
of  these historic struc-
tures in Class 5 of  his pre-
sentation series. Learn 
about the latest finds and 
efforts to preserve these 
treasures.   

 
The talk will be given 

on Saturday, Oct. 25, at 11 
a.m. with an encore at 1 
p.m. Each will last about 
one hour.

 
The lecture is free; to 

register, go  www.samu-
elslaterexperience.org, 
email  admin@samuelsla-
terexperience.org, or call 
508-461-2955. Tours of  the 
museum before or after 

the talk will be available 
at a reduced ticket price. 

 
Samuel Slater 

Experience is at 31 
Ray St. in Webster. For 
more information, 
email  admin@samuelsla-
terexperience.org  or call 

508-461-2955. 
 
Discover the Nipmuc 

Lithic Trail is support-
ed by a grant from the 
Webster Cultural Council 
and is a part of  The Last 
Green Valley Walktober 
Series.

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Quinsigamond 
Community College, in 
partnership with UMass 
Memorial Health, the 
Worcester SHARE union 
and the Massachusetts 
Division of  Apprentice 
Standards (DAS), held a 

ceremony this week for 
the first graduates of  
the Medical Assistant 
Apprenticeship Program. 
This is the first registered 
healthcare apprentice-
ship program in Central 
Massachusetts.

Twelve UMass 

Memorial employees 
have successfully com-
pleted this training pro-
gram to become national-
ly certified medical assis-
tants. The participants 
underwent 2,000 hours of  
full-time, on-the-job train-
ing, complemented by 
eight weeks of  classroom 
instruction.

The program uses an 
“earn-and-learn” model 
that allows employees 
to maintain their salary 
and benefits while in the 
program. 

Kathie Manning, 
QCC’s dean of  the 
Center for Workforce 
Development and 
Continuing Education, 
credits DAS for funding a 
medical assistant pre-ap-
prenticeship program, 
which provided supports 
that enabled students to 
earn a livable wage while 
advancing their careers.

“I’ve seen far too many 
students who must choose 
between working and get-
ting an education. When 
we force them to make 

that decision, it doesn’t 
benefit the workforce and 
it doesn’t benefit the stu-
dent,” said Manning.

Lynn D’Angelo, direc-
tor, Ambulatory Clinical 
Excellence at UMass 
Memorial Medical 
Center, noted that medi-
cal assistants are critical 
as they often serve as the 
first point of  contact for 
patients.

“We have filled many 
medical assistant posi-
tions and have had a 
26 percent reduction in 
vacancies. Our medi-
cal assistants have also 
helped to increase patient 
access, enhance patient 
experience and deliver 
safe, quality care,” said 
D’Angelo.

“Helping others is 
something I always knew 
I was put on this earth 
for. Becoming a medical 
assistant allowed me to 
do that while building 
a relationship with my 
patients, coworkers, 
and providers, all while 
learning something 

new every day,” said 
Graduate Lindsey Leahy, 
who works at Spencer 
Internal Medicine, a 
part of  UMass Memorial 
Community Medical 
Group.

Undersecretary of  
Labor in the Executive 
Office of  Labor and 
Workforce Development, 
Josh Cutler, noted that 
apprenticeships have 
grown as a workforce 
tool, no longer just for the 
building trades and appli-
cable to many industries, 
such as cybersecurity, 
biotech and advanced 
manufacturing. He also 
thanked Gov. Maura 
Healey and the state legis-
lature for supporting the 
apprenticeship model.

“In Massachusetts…
our greatest natural 
resource is our people; 
it’s our skilled workforce. 
You are a shining exam-
ple of  us building and 
investing in our work-
force,” Cutler said to the 
graduates.

Graduate Afia 

Damptey, who works 
at the Spine Center at 
UMass Memorial Medical 
Center, commented that 
she was apprehensive 
about the program at 
first because she hadn’t 
been in school for so long.

“I didn’t realize how 
much this program was 
going to change me and 
further my education,” 
said Damptey. “At UMass 
Memorial Health, you 
can become whoever you 
want to be.” 

“ Q u i n s i g a m o n d 
College played such an 
amazing role, ensuring 
all of  us students were 
provided with everything 
we needed to succeed, 
especially our teach-
er, Cheryl DeCoff  (QCC 
Assistant Professor of  
Medical Assisting, who 
constantly braved the 
storms of  the unknown 
and the new to ensure we 
met our end goal,” Leahy 
added.
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Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Green Path Cannabis in Southbridge, Massachusetts, is 
proud to offer a monthly record expungement program!  
Each month, Green Path will choose one interested per-
son to receive legal services to evaluate and assist their 
petitions to seal or expunge a criminal record of cannabis 
possession. Green Path will give hiring consideration to 
qualified participants as well as their spouses and chil-
dren if an employment vacancy exists. 

Please apply for consideration at greenpathcannabis.com or 
email kailyhepburn@kailyhepburnlaw.com.

WEBSTER —  Carter Meehan, a fifth-grade student 
at St. James School, is already turning heads in the 
entertainment world. The young actor and model 
recently took the spotlight at New York Fashion Week, 
walking the runway in the Rookie USA “RookieKids 
Runway on Broadway” fashion show.

Meehan was selected to model for the debut 
of   3Brand, the clothing line founded by NFL quar-
terback  Russell Wilson  and recording artist  Ciara. 
The exclusive, invite-only event drew a star-studded 
audience, including Wilson and Ciara themselves, 
along with celebrities such as Busta Rhymes, Ice-T and 
Coco Austin, Lil’ Kim, Josh Hart, Adrienne Bailon, 
JWoww,and Dascha Polanco

This isn’t Meehan’s first time in the spotlight. He has 
already built an impressive résumé in television, film, 
and commercials. His work includes the role of  Kyle 
in Season 14 of  “Blue Bloods,” as well as appearances 
in “Dexter: New Blood,” “Evil Lives Here,” and the hol-
iday movie “A Royal Christmas Holiday.” His commer-
cial portfolio includes campaigns for Nerf, L.L. Bean, 
and Transformers.

Next up, Meehan will appear as Danny in the upcom-
ing holiday film “A Royal Christmas Tail,” set to pre-
miere this December on the  Great American Family 
Channel.

With his growing list of  credits and high-profile 
appearances, Carter Meehan is quickly becoming a 
young talent to watch. 

Dudley police log
DUDLEY — The Dudley Police Department reported the following arrests during 

the month of  September.
An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested 

on Sept. 2 for Assault on a Family or Household Member and Intimidation of  a 
Witness, Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested 
on Sept. 9 for Violation of  an Abuse Prevention Order.

Christopher E. Lewis, age 55, of  Dudley was arrested on Sept. 11 in connection 
with a warrant.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested on 
Sept. 14 for Assault & Battery on a Family or Household Member and Strangulation 
or Suffocation.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested 
on Sept. 21 for Assault & Battery (Domestic).

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication was arrested 
on Sept. 22 for Assault & Battery on a Family or Household Member.

Andrew Robert Whitman, Jr., age 19, of  Pawcatuck, Conn.; Kane Williams, age 
19, of  Napa, Calif.; and Mason Edward Little, age 19, of  Marlborough, Conn. were 
arrested on Sept. 25 for Possession and/or Misuse of  a False Liquor ID Card or 
License.

Michael F. Roche, age 63, of  Dudley was arrested on Sept. 26 for Negligent 
Operation of  a Motor Vehicle and Operating Under the Influence (Liquor).

Andrew B. Beresik, age 54, of  Webster was arrested on Sept. 29 for Operating 
Under the Influence (Liquor-second offense), Negligent Operation of  a Motor 
Vehicle, operating an Uninsured and Unregistered Motor Vehicle, Failure to Stop 
for Police, and Resisting Arrest.

First registered healthcare apprentices graduate 
from QCC, UMass Memorial program

Local student shines 
on runway at New 
York Fashion Week

DUDLEY —  We are 
excited to announce the 
return of  Pocketbook 
Bingo at the PACC, 
located at 37 Harris St., 
Webster, on Nov. 2 at 2 
p.m., with doors opening 
at 1 p.m. Tickets are $35 in 
advance ($40 at the door) 
for a chance to win up 
to 10 fabulous designer 
handbags along with an 
entry for our door prize 
raffle! Enjoy the thrill of  
a 50/50 raffle and a vari-

ety of  exciting activities 
throughout the after-
noon.

This event promises 
an enjoyable afternoon 
of  bingo with friends 
while you vie for stun-
ning designer bags! We 
want to take a moment 
to express our sincere 
gratitude to our generous 
sponsors who make this 
event possible:

Le Blanc Oil
Marzeotti Group/

Lamacchia Realty
Gary’s Pest B Dead, 

LLC
Polish American 

Citizens Club of  Webster
Webster First Federal 

Credit
  Knight-Dik Insurance 

Agency
Your support is invalu-

able to us, and we are 
thrilled to partner with 
you for this wonderful 
cause.

As part of  our commu-

nity initiative, we invite 
all attendees to bring 
non-perishable hot drink 
donations, such as coffee, 
teas, and hot cocoa, for 
the Dudley Webster Food 
Share. Each donation will 
earn you an entry for the 
door prize!

For more information, 
please visit  www.dudley-
womansclub.org/pocket-
bookbingo. We look for-
ward to seeing you there!

DWC’s beloved fundraiser returns 
with heartfelt thanks to our sponsors!

Discover the Nipmuc Lithic Trail 
Oct. 25 at Samuel Slater Experience

What secrets 
are in deeds?

AUBURN —  The Auburn Historical Society & 
Museum’s Oct. 16 meeting will feature Kate Toomey 
of  the Worcester County’s Registrar of  Deeds who will 
show how to utilize the information found in deeds. 
Some of  these documents go back to 1731. If  you are 
researching land or tracing the history of  a home the 
place to find this out would be the Registry of  Deeds.  
Come with your questions to answer.

The meeting will be held at the Auburn Sportsman’s 
Club, 50 Elm St., Auburn at 6:30 p.m. This event is free 
and open to the public. This article is made possible by 
the Auburn Historical Society & Museum, 41 South St.. 
The museum is open Tuesday and Saturday mornings 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., and may be reached at auburnmu-
seum@verizon.net or 508-832-6856. 

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

In the summer of  1803, six American 
warships sliced through the Atlantic, 
crewed by fewer than 2,000 barely 
trained men—farm boys, fishermen, 
and dockhands.

The newly formed United 
States was broke, its Navy 
skeletal, its trade raided 
by Barbary pirates from 
North Africa, bleeding off  
an estimated 20 percent of  
American maritime com-
merce.

Their orders: reach 
Tripoli and challenge a rogue regime 
that extorted even the greatest empires. 
Few expected them to return.

For generations, European powers 
had bought peace with gold—but as 
Barbary raids on American merchants 
escalated, President Thomas Jefferson 
faced a choice: submit, or fight with a 
navy that barely existed.

When the Americans arrived, the 
enemy was waiting—light, fast, and 
ruthless. They were outnumbered, but 
not outmatched.

The Americans trapped them in port, 
daring the pirates to come out and fight.

However, just as momentum was build-
ing, disaster struck. The Philadelphia, 
one of  the strongest of  the American 
warships, ran aground off  Tripoli and 
was seized with all 307 aboard. The cap-
tured ship was refloated, turned against 
its own fleet, and now flew the flag of  
the enemy— one of  America’s greatest 
warships, lost in a single day.

Refusing to let the ship be used against 
them, they launched one of  the boldest 
raids in naval history: Under the cover 
of  night, disguised as Maltese sailors, 
they floated into harbor on a captured 
pirate vessel, boarded the Philadelphia, 
and turned her into a floating inferno.

The raid ignited American morale, 
but the war dragged on—until one man 
dared to rewrite the story.

Enter William Eaton—former US con-
sul to Tunis, burning with vengeance, 
armed with a wild plan. Eaton’s target? 
Derna—a coastal city, lightly defend-
ed and exposed to the desert. Eaton 
would cross the sands and strike it from 
behind. The goal was to show that the 
US could do what no European power 
dared: land troops in North Africa, raise 
an army, and defeat the pirates on their 
own soil.

In March 1805, William Eaton assem-
bled a ragtag force of  8 U.S. Marines, 40 
Greek and Italian mercenaries, about 
100 Arab cavalry, and scattered Bedouin 
fighters.

Fewer than 500 men—fractured 
by language, loyalty, and purpose—
marched forward. They crossed hun-
dreds of  miles of  desert where water 
vanished, men hallucinated, and camels 
collapsed in blinding sandstorms. Sun 
scorched by day, the cold bit at night. 
Food ran short, tempers flared, tribal 
help deserted, and the campaign nearly 
collapsed over broken promises.

The road to Derna was carved through 
hell.

After seven weeks, they arrived at 
the gates ready for war. Eaton attacked 
as US warships unleashed cannon fire 
from offshore. The fighting was brutal—
gunfire ripped through tents, smoke 
choked the hillside, and Eaton was shot 
through the wrist, but pressed on with 
his arm in a sling. After fierce close 
combat, Derna fell, and for the first time 
in history, the Stars and Stripes flew 
triumphantly on foreign soil. It was this 
moment that inspired the famous line 
still sung today in the Marine Corps 
Hymn: ‘to the shores of  Tripoli’.

The victory stunned the Barbary 
world. Eaton marched across a waste-
land and took a city no one thought 
could fall. The pirates’ resolve broke, 
and they signed a peace agreement 
within weeks, and the American pris-
oners from the Philadelphia walked 
free. What began as a desperate gamble 
became one of  the boldest military feats 
in the early history of  the United States.

The message was clear: the United 
States would not just send ships; it 
would send men, cross deserts, storm 
walls, and bleed on foreign ground to 
defend its people and principles.

This October 13th marks the 250th 
anniversary of  the United States 
Navy—born in uncertainty, and defined 
by resolve.

From the shores of  Tripoli to every 
ocean since, the US Navy, along with 
the US Marine Corps and the entire 
American military, has stood as a shield 
for freedom and a symbol of  courage. 
To all who have served and continue to 
serve: Thank You.

Today, we face new adversaries—One 
nation with a fleet much larger than our 
own. Once again, we may be outnum-
bered, but we will never be outmatched.

Like Eaton before us, we’ll rise to 
meet the challenge. May God bless the 
USA!

Toby Moore is a columnist, the star of  
Emmy - Nominated A Separate Peace, 
and the CEO of  Cubestream Inc. 

U.S. Navy!

Letters to the Editor

Adopting the spirit of the 
Golden Rule

Several weeks ago, during 
a visit to the nursing homes, I 
began telling one of  our older 
parishioners that we had our 
annual Greek Festival coming 
up. As we talked about the fes-
tive spirit, the Greek dancers, 
and all the delicious food and 
pastries, she mentioned how she 
hoped that someone would bring 
her. So, I asked her, “What are 
you looking forward to most at 
the Festival? What Greek food or 
pastry do you really miss?”

She looked at me with these 
sad eyes and simply responded, 
“I don’t miss the food. I miss 
being around people. It’s the peo-
ple I want to see!”

Wow! What a statement! “I 
don’t miss the food. I miss being 
around people. It’s the people I 
want to see!”

How do we respond to such 
people? Are we even aware of  
them? And will we reach out?

In today’s Gospel reading, we 
heard Jesus say, “Do unto others 
as you want them to do unto 
you..” This is one of  the simplest, yet 
most challenging teachings of  our Lord 
— the Golden Rule.

This is not just a nice moral saying. 
It is the foundation of  an authentic life 
in Christ. Yet, notice how Jesus doesn’t 
phrase it in a negative way. He doesn’t 
say, “Do not harm others or don’t do to 
other what you don’t want them to do to 
you.” It’s not enough to NOT to do evil 
toward others. Some of  us can manage 
not to do harm to others.

Jesus, however, calls us to loving 
action. He wants us to take initiative. 
“Do good to others as you would want 
them to do for you.” This means step-
ping outside of  ourselves, going beyond 
our ego, and thinking first of  the other. 
How can we love others? How should we 
treat them? How can we reveal the love 
that God has showered upon us onto 
others?

Christ calls us to imitate His Divine 
Love. In today’s Gospel reading, He tells 
us to love our enemies, to do good others, 
to generously lend, to show kindness 
without expecting anything back. And 
then concludes with the most important 
challenge: “Be merciful, just as your 
Father also is merciful.”

Here lies the heart of  God. Mercy 
is offering undeserved grace. Someone 
doesn’t deserve mercy. It is a gift free-
ly given. Mercy is not weakness but 
strength, because it imitates the very 
love of  our Heavenly Father.

As St. Isaac the Syrian explains, “A 
merciful heart is a heart that burns with 
love for the whole creation—for people, 
for birds, for animals, for demons, and 
for every creature. … From the memory 
of  them, and the sight of  them, the eyes 
of  a merciful man pour forth abundant 
tears.”

To be merciful means to feel with 
the other, to enter into their suffering, 
and to treat them as God has treated 
us — with compassion, forgiveness, and 
generosity.

Think of  the elderly people in the 
nursing homes or who are homebound 
and who long to see people. Think of  the 
isolated person who is getting sucked 
up into the internet’s divisiveness and 
anger over our country’s political divi-
sion. Think of  the confused soul who 
has gotten lost in our society’s delu-
sions.

Are we treating them as we want to 
be treated? Are we reaching out to them 
with divine love and mercy?

There is a beautiful story of  St. 
Seraphim of  Sarov that shows what 
mercy and love look like. One day, 
some monks caught a thief  stealing 
potatoes from the monastery garden. 
They dragged him before St. Seraphim, 
expecting him to punish the man. 

Instead, the saint looked at 
him gently and said: “Brother, 
you must have been very hun-
gry to risk such shame. Please, 
next time, don’t steal — come 
and ask, and we will gladly 
give you what you need.”

Then he ordered the monks 
to fill the man’s sack with 
potatoes and bread, and he 
blessed him to go in peace. 
The thief  was so stunned by 
this unexpected act of  mercy 
that he repented and began to 
faithfully follow Christ.

This is the power of  mercy 
and love: it doesn’t just avoid 
harm — it heals, restores, and 
transforms.

Now, how do we put this 
commandment into practice?

Within our family, some-
times the people closest to us 
are often the hardest to be 
patient with and to treat with 
mercy. We can be more patient 
with strangers than with our 
own spouse, children, or par-
ents. There is a rise in the 

estrangement of  family members in 
our society. I remember a recent funeral 
where the child would not even come 
to the funeral of  their parent. Yet the 
Golden Rule applies first in the home. 
Mercy begins not in some abstract 
world, but in the daily challenges of  
family life.

What about at work or school? How 
often do we face competition, criticism, 
and unfairness in the workplace or 
classroom? Our instinct is to respond in 
kind: to gossip about the coworker who 
gossips about us, to cut down the person 
who cut us down.

Yet, the Lord says: “As you want oth-
ers to do to you, you also do to them like-
wise.” Imagine if, instead of  joining the 
cycle of  negativity, we became known as 
people of  encouragement — people who 
build others up, who listen, who forgive. 
That is mercy in practice.

Then we must think about society. We 
live in a deeply divided world. Politics, 
social issues, even opinions about the 
Church can set people against each 
other. Social media’s echo chambers 
exasperate this situation and lead us 
to a place of  judgment, division, and 
anger. Yet the Golden Rule teaches us 
that before posting, before speaking, 
before condemning, we should ask our-
selves: “How would I want someone to 
treat me if  they disagreed with me?”

Remember why we show mercy. 
Because this is how God has treated 
us. As St. Paul says, “While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us.” God 
loved us when we did not deserve it. He 
forgave us when we had nothing to give 
Him back. He continues to bless us even 
when we are ungrateful.

If  this is how God has acted toward 
us, how can we do any less toward oth-
ers?

The Golden Rule is not just for chil-
dren’s classrooms — it is the rule of  life 
for us who strive to live under the reign 
of  God. Christ expects us to be merciful, 
to love when it costs us something, to 
give without expecting in return, to for-
give even when wronged.

Think again of  St. Seraphim and the 
thief. Think of  the times when someone 
showed you unexpected kindness and 
how it changed your heart. Remember 
the elderly woman in the nursing home. 
Now imagine what would happen if  
each of  us was determined to live by the 
words of  Christ - “As you want others to 
do to you, you also do to them likewise. 
… Be merciful, just as your Father also 
is merciful.”

If  we live this way, then love and 
mercy will not only transform others 
— it will transform us, and it will help 
us begin now living in the Kingdom of  
Heaven. 

To the Editor:

I have struggled for many, many years 
with something. I have suffered and 
agonized over the question “Am I really 
a saved Christian?” The doubt comes 
at me in waves. The reason being that 
when I gave my life to Jesus, I didn’t 
have this big, major, quick and instant 
change. I wasn’t a microwave, I am a 
crock pot. 

What do I mean by that? Well, let me 
explain. Someone who is a ‘microwave,’ 
is the person who is delivered from the 
desire to drink or take drugs, for exam-
ple, when they commit their life to our 
Savior;

Kind of  like the way we cook a meal 
in the microwave. It is quick and pow-
erful.

A ‘crock pot,’ however, is someone 
who has given their life to Jesus, but 
there wasn’t a big, life-altering imme-

diate change. It was more like a slow-
cooked dinner. It not only took a long 
time, it was something gradual. One 
day we look at our life and know that we 
have faith in Jesus, but we can’t remem-
ber when  and/or how it happened… it 
took time to simmer.

Whether a meal is cooked in a micro-
wave or in a crockpot, it still ends up 
tasting good. 

I have spoken to God about this situa-
tion many times. I think He has finally 
revealed to me that, yes, I am indeed a 
truly saved Christian. 

Over the years, I have met people who 
knew exactly the date, time and situa-
tion of  when they became a Christian. 
Each time I heard one of  their stories, I 
had this sinking feeling in my stomach 
that I must be a fake, because I can’t 

A microwave or a crockpot?

A season 
for civic 

care
As summer fades and the daily 

rhythm of  life returns to something 
steadier, many of  us start taking 
stock of  what needs attention before 
winter sets in—roofs, furnaces, gar-
dens, even cars. It’s a familiar New 
England ritual. Yet while we tend 
to our homes, our communities also 
require a kind of  seasonal upkeep.

Local government runs on partic-
ipation, and lately, participation has 
been thin. Public meetings too often 
echo with empty chairs. Boards and 
commissions are left with vacancies. 
Budget hearings come and go with 
no one asking a question. The result 
is decisions that shape our roads, 
schools, and neighborhoods being 
made in near silence—not for lack 
of  caring, but because many resi-
dents assume someone else is paying 
attention.

The truth is that “someone else” 
is often a small circle of  neighbors 
doing their best with limited time. 
These are people who read the pack-
ets, attend the late-night meetings, 
and field phone calls that no one 
thanks them for. They are not look-
ing for applause, but they do need 
company.

Autumn is a good time to re-en-
gage. As town warrants go to press 
and next year’s budgets take shape, 
this is the season when ideas and pri-
orities are still flexible. Show up at a 
select board meeting. Ask your town 
clerk about open seats on a com-
mittee. Spend ten minutes on your 
town’s website looking at what’s 
being discussed. It costs nothing but 
a bit of  time, and it’s the surest way 
to make local government reflect the 
people it serves.

We can’t expect our towns to thrive 
on autopilot. Just as we wouldn’t 
leave our homes unmaintained 
through the winter, we shouldn’t 
leave our civic institutions untend-
ed. A community that keeps showing 
up—asking questions, offering help, 
and watching out for one another—
stays stronger through any season.
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Lower your blood pres-
sure and cholesterol, 
fight heart disease, boost 
your immune system, 
and add a bit of  flavor 
to your meals by grow-
ing your own garlic. This 
vegetable has been used 
as both food and medi-
cine for thousands of  
years.  

 
Purchase firm, healthy 

bulbs of  garlic sold for 
growing in the garden. 
One pound of  garlic typ-
ically fills a 30’ row but 
this can vary depending 
on the variety. It’s best 
not to use garlic sold at 
the grocery store as it 
may have been treated to 
prevent sprouting and it 
may not be suitable for 
growing in your climate. 

 
Select the best variety 

for your growing con-
ditions and preferred 
flavor. Hardneck garlic 
typically prefers cold-
er climates while most 
softneck garlic prefers 
warmer climates, but 
this varies with the vari-
eties within each group. 
Hardneck garlic variet-
ies develop a stiff  flower 
stalk, tend to have larger 
cloves, and flavors rang-
ing from mild to spicy.  

Softneck varieties vary in 
their adaptability to long 
cold winters, cool moist 
springs and warm sum-
mers. They lack the stiff  
flower stalk so the leaves 
can be braided, and the 
bulbs tend 
to have a 
l o n g e r 
shelf  life.

 
G a r l i c 

b u l b s 
typically 
c o n t a i n 
seven or 
more indi-
v i d u a l 
cloves. The larger the 
clove you plant, the big-
ger the bulb you’ll har-
vest.  Separate the cloves 
right before planting and 
do not remove the papery 
covering. Use the largest 
cloves for growing and 
the smaller ones to fla-
vor your favorite fall and 
winter meals. 

 
Grow garlic in a sunny 

location with well-
drained soil. Prepare the 
soil by adding organic 
matter like compost and a 
low nitrogen slow-release 
fertilizer. Avoid high 
nitrogen, fast release 
fertilizers that promote 
top growth with smaller 

bulbs. Fertilize again in 
spring as growth begins.

 
Plant the cloves  in 

the fall about six weeks 
before the ground freezes 
in cold climates and late 

fall or 
e a r l y 
w i n -
ter in 
warmer 
regions.  
S p a c e 
i n d i -
v i d u a l 
c l o v e s 
s i x 
i n c h -

es apart with the point-
ed side up and the base 
of  the clove two to three 
inches below the soil sur-
face.  Space single rows 12 
to 14 inches apart or dou-
ble rows six inches apart 
with 30 INCHES between 
each set of  double rows. 
For more intensive wide 
row and square foot 
growing, plant multiple 
rows with four to eight 
inches between cloves.  

 
Spread a six-inch layer 

of  weed-free straw over 
the soil surface after 
planting to conserve 
moisture and suppress 
weeds. This also provides 
added insulation in cold-
er regions and helps pre-
vent frost heaving that 
occurs when tempera-
tures fluctuate, causing 
soil to alternately freeze, 

thaw and shift through-
out the winter. Cover the 
straw with evergreen 
boughs in windy loca-
tions to help hold the 
straw in place.

 
Water newly plant-

ed garlic thoroughly at 
planting and as needed 
in fall to encourage the 
roots and a shoot to form. 
Water often enough to 
keep the soil evenly moist 
during the growing sea-
son.   Inconsistent mois-
ture when the plants are 

actively growing results 
in smaller and misshap-
en bulbs.   Keep the soil 
around the plants cov-
ered with organic mulch 
to conserve moisture and 
suppress weeds.

 
Make this the season 

you plant garlic. Then 
enjoy the homegrown fla-
vor and health benefits it 
provides.

 
Melinda Myers has 

written more than 
20 gardening books, 

including the  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
streaming courses  and 
the nationally syndi-
cated  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment  radio  program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Sunday price 10/5/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

remember an actual date. However, I have recommitted 
my life to the Lord on many occasions, hoping each 
time that I ‘got it right.’ Romans 10:9-10 says, “For if  
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your 
heart that you are made right with God, and it is by 
confessing with your mouth that you are saved.”

I began to wonder, maybe I’m not the only one who 
has felt this way. Maybe there are other people out 
there who don’t know their dates as well. Ecclesiastes 
1:9 says, “What has been, will be again, what has been 
done will be done again; there is nothing new under 
the sun.” I have learned, by being open and honest, that 
I am indeed not the only Christian who has had this 
same experience. 

I can think of  a scripture verse that helps to exem-
plify this. Ephesians 2:8-10 says, “God saved you by His 
grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for 
this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for 
the good things we have done, so none of  us can boast 
about it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created 
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things 
He planned for us long ago.” 

Afterall, we don’t remember when we were con-
ceived in our mother’s womb, yet there is no denying 
that we were born!

SJ Sheperd
Auburn

LETTER
continued from page  A6

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Plant flavorful and nutritious garlic in Fall 

Melinda Myers

Separate garlic cloves right before planting and plant the largest cloves with their papery covering. 

AUBURN —  Friends of  the 
Auburn Public Library will have 
a fundraiser on  Thursday, Oct. 
16 at The  Pakachoag Center,  203 
Pakachoag St., Auburn. 

Join us for a presentation by 
Robert Stacy,  Historian at the 
Museum of  Worcester, enti-
tled  “The Lives of  Worcester 
Workers 1830 - Present.” The pre-
sentation is 6:30 – 8 p.m.  Doors 
open at 6 p.m., and  admission is 
$15 (Cash, Check, PayPal).  Pre-
registration is requested by email-
ing  friendsofauburnplibrary@
gmail.com.

  The Friends of  the Auburn 
Public Library is a group of  cit-
izens who volunteer their time 

to help financially support the 
Auburn Public Library (APL). The 
Friends recognize that the APL is 
a vital educational and cultural 
asset to the community. The APL 
is a comfortable and welcoming 
place where people of  all ages and 
cultures come together, in person 
or online, to experience the joy of  
reading, express their creativity, 
satisfy their curiosity, and create 
and share content.

    The Friends of  the APL is an 
independent, non-profit 501(c)3, 
volunteer organization dedicated 
to raising money through dona-
tions, book sales and other activi-
ties, and to donate those funds to 
the Library for materials, services 

and programs not funded through 
the municipal budget. 

  Watch for all the upcoming 
Friends event dates on the Library 
website (http://auburnlibrary.org). 
You will also find notices in the 
Library Lobby and postings on 
our Facebook group page ‘Friends 
of  the Auburn Public Library’. 
Meetings are held the 4th Monday 
of  each month at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Merriam Room. New members 
are welcome! And please add your 
email to our contact list by writ-
ing to  friendsofauburnplibrary@
gmail.com  because you can never 
have too many Friends!

Friends of the Auburn Library 
Fundraiser celebrates lives of 

Worcester workers 1830 to the present



WEBSTER — The preschool students at All Saints Academy have been learning 
all about community helpers and the vital roles they play in keeping our neighbor-
hoods safe, healthy, and thriving. Through engaging activities such as storybooks, 
virtual field trips, dramatic play, and assemblies, students are discovering what it 
means to be a doctor, nurse, police officer, firefighter, farmer, teacher, construction 
worker, chef, mail carrier, dentist, librarian, and sanitation worker.

As part of  this exciting theme, on Oct. 3, both preschool and kindergarten stu-
dents enjoyed a special visit from the Massachusetts State Police. Officers spoke 
with the children about 
the important work they 
do, answered questions, 
and introduced a very spe-
cial guest—Luna, the State 
Police comfort dog. Luna 
brought smiles to every 
face as she made her way 
around, happily visiting 
with the students.

Following the presen-
tation, the children were 
invited outside to explore 
various police cruisers and 
even a police motorcycle. 
The visit wrapped up with 
an exciting flyover by the 
Massachusetts State Police 
helicopter, demonstrating 
how officers sometimes 
travel by air to respond 
quickly when needed.

It was a memorable 
and inspiring day for our 
young learners as they 
continue to grow in under-
standing the people who 
help take care of  our com-
munity.
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HUBBARDSTON — In a time when 
natural disasters and public health 
emergencies are becoming more fre-
quent and severe, proactive prepared-
ness can be the difference between 
chaos and coordinated care. That was 

the message delivered loud and clear 
on Saturday, Oct. 4, as the Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) and 
the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) host-
ed the  “One Step Ahead… Before the 
Storm” Emergency Preparedness 

Workshop  at  Hubbardston Center 
School.

The event, held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
brought together community members, 
volunteers, and emergency prepared-
ness professionals from across the 
region for a day of  collaboration, hands-
on learning, and resilience-building.

Representing health, education, and 
volunteerism

Among the attendees was Dr. 
Gretheline Ramos Bolandrina, a long-
time MRC volunteer, nurse educator, 
and former Academy Director of  the 
Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing 
Academy in Charlton and her husband, 
Joseph Bolandrina of  Athol, also a 
long-time MRC volunteer. Representing 
both their commitment to community 
health and professional education, the 
Bolandrinas joined fellow volunteers 
such as Lois Luniewicz (of  CMMRC), in 
refining emergency response skills and 
fostering connections vital for coordi-
nated disaster readiness.

“As a nurse, educator, and volunteer, 
I see the value of  this kind of  com-
munity engagement firsthand,” said 
Bolandrina. “Preparedness is not just 
about knowing what to do; it’s about 
building a network of  people who are 
trained, informed, and ready to act 
together.”

Training for the unexpected
The workshop focused on three main 

objectives:
Fostering collaboration between area 

residents, CERT, and MRC members 
before emergencies happen;

Reviewing critical response skills for 
disaster events; and

Encouraging preparedness  among 
individuals and families.

Participants rotated through a series 
of  interactive sessions, including:

Emergency Preparedness Bingo  – 
A fun, prize-filled game led by Judie 
O’Donnell, teaching participants about 
essential items to keep on hand for 
storms and power outages.

Stop the Bleed  – Taught by Paul 
Laitenen and Arthur Elbthal, this 
crucial hands-on workshop equipped 
attendees with life-saving techniques 
to help injured persons before EMS 

arrives.
Social Media Messaging 

During Emergencies  – Hosted by 
the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency (MEMA), this ses-
sion explored how effective messaging 
through social platforms can aid com-
munication during crises.

Shelter Setup and Management  – 
Instructed by Rich Curtis, this course 
detailed the steps to open, operate, and 
close a community shelter—something 
that requires more than just opening 
doors.

Remember the Pets  – With insights 
from JoAnn Griffin, this session high-
lighted the importance of  including 
pets in emergency plans, ensuring they 
remain safe and unharmed during 
disaster scenarios.

  A community effort with national 
impact

CERT and MRC programs are fed-
erally recognized volunteer initiatives 
designed to supplement professional 
responders by training local citizens in 
basic disaster response. From fire safe-
ty and medical aid to shelter logistics 
and emotional support, volunteers help 
fill vital roles when communities are 
overwhelmed.

For Bolandrina, the workshop was 
a perfect reflection of  the mission she 
promoted at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy and through her public ser-
vice. 

“This is how we build resilient com-
munities—by coming together to learn, 
practice, and prepare,” she said. “It’s 
empowering to know that we have the 
tools to help—not just in hospitals or 
classrooms, but right here in our neigh-
borhoods.”

Looking ahead
With hurricane season and winter 

storms looming, the timing of  the work-
shop served as a call to action for all 
residents to review their personal emer-
gency plans, check their supply kits, 
and consider how they can serve others 
during times of  crisis.

As Bolandrina remarked, “When we 
prepare together, we respond better 
together.”

Former Bay Path Nursing Academy director 
attends emergency preparedness workshop

Courtesy

Dr. Bolandrina and Lois Luniewicz of CMMRC.

All Saints Academy Preschool explores community helpers

Courtesy

Dudley Middle School announces its latest Students of The Month — 5th Grade: Layla D’Andrea, Emily Bell, Ann Pomier, & Gregory Panu; 6th Grade: Hannah Staruk, Carter Lebeau, 
& Anthony Coccia; 7th Grade - Andreas Niforus-Ortiz, Logan Evanski, & Penny Habib; 8th Grade: Evan Steriti, Jacob Strafer, & Kiersten Plocher.
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WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$1099.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$799.99

HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$449.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

HUGE
TOY
DEPARTMENT!

COLUMBUS DAY HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!

 Sun: 12pm-7pm

CHARLTON — For 
Michael Mutunga 
Wairimu, nursing is more 
than a job—it’s a vow 
to serve humanity at its 
most vulnerable. His path 
into the profession wasn’t 
linear, nor easy, but it was 
intentional. Rooted in 
empathy, resilience, and 
an unwavering belief  in 
people, Michael’s jour-
ney has taken him from 
classrooms in Kenya 
to nursing homes in 
Massachusetts—always 
with a focus on healing, 
hope, and heart. “My 
nursing journey was 
a commitment to the 
most profound parts of  
the human experience,” 
says Wairimu. “We meet 
people where they are, in 
pain, in fear, sometimes 
even at the end. That con-
nection—that trust—is 
sacred.”

A global beginning
Originally from Kenya, 

Wairimu’s passion for 
caregiving emerged at an 
early age. After complet-
ing his education at Moi 
Ndeffo Secondary School, 
he pursued a Diploma in 
Psychological Counseling 
at Kenya Psychological 
Counselling College, fol-
lowed by a Certificate in 
Computer Literacy from 
Egerton University. With 
a solid foundation in both 
emotional and practical 
care, he emigrated to 
the U.S., where he quick-
ly immersed himself  in 
community service and 
healthcare roles.

Nursing education & 
growth in Massachusetts

Wairimu graduated in 
June 2024 from the Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy in Charlton, 
with a Certificate in 
Practical Nursing. He 
also earned certifications 
in Mental Health First 
Aid Dementia Training, 
and BLS/HCP CPR/First 
Aid—credentials that 
showcase his commit-
ment to quality care and 
continued growth.

“The strengths of  Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy were the learn-
ing environment and the 
professors,” Wairimu 
reflects. “The school was 
well-equipped, and the 
faculty had great knowl-
edge. They were there for 
us—not just as instruc-
tors, but as mentors.”

Among those mentors 
were Dr. Ana Olivar, who 
instilled high standards 
(always do your best), and 
Dr. Adelina Healy, whom 
Wairimu describes as an 
“angel” in his academic 
journey. “She told me, 
‘You will make a good 
nurse in the future.’ And 
she meant it. They took 
me under their wings and 
modeled true profession-
alism.” 

Wairimu also credits Dr. 
Gretheline Bolandrina, 
whose motivational 
words and tireless dedi-
cation to students left a 
lasting impact: “Thank 
you for always support-
ing us and sharing our 
little winnings.”

Clinical rotations & 
real-world training

Wairimu’s clinical 
experiences strength-

ened both his tech-
nical skills and emo-
tional intelligence. As 
a Student Nurse at 
Quaboag Rehabilitation 
Center  (April 2024 
– June 2024)  and 
Holden Rehabilitation 
Center  (January 2024 – 
April 2024). He adminis-
tered medications, mon-
itored vitals, assisted 
with activities of  daily 
living, and collaborated 
with healthcare teams. 
He worked under close 
supervision to sharpen 
his judgment, profession-
alism, and bedside man-
ner.

Professional experi-
ence & dedication to care

Wairimu has worked 
in various healthcare 
settings, including 
Westside House Nursing 
Home  (LPN, September 
2025 – Present),  admin-
istering medications, 
recording vitals, and 
providing compas-
sionate bedside care. 
Jewish Healthcare 
Center  (LPN, July 
2024 – September 2024) 
Supporting patients 
with mobility, medi-
cations, and recovery. 
Venture Community 
Services  (Direct 
Care Worker, March 
2022 – September 
2025):  Teaching life 
skills, providing gener-
al care, and supporting 
emotional well-being. 
Open Sky Community 
Services  (Direct Care 
Worker, July 2022 – June 
2023)  Supporting indi-
viduals in group homes 
through meal prep, 

appointments, and daily 
activities. 

He shared, “What 
makes a good caregiver 
isn’t just the tasks. Its 
presence, patience, and 
persistence. You must 
listen—not just to symp-
toms, but to people.”

Emotional challenges 
and hard-won resilience

Wairimu speaks open-
ly about the emotional 
toll of  nursing—the 
exhaustion, the burnout, 
the struggle to not carry 
work home and still be 
present for his family. 

“There were times of  
deep self-doubt,” he says. 
“I had to fight burnout 
and learn that asking for 
help isn’t a weakness. It’s 
how we survive.” 

His greatest person-
al success? “Resilience. 
I survived the tough-
est days and emerged a 
stronger, more skilled, 
more compassionate 
nurse.”

Fatherhood, faith & 
fuel for the future

Now a proud father to 
Ella, his seven-month-old 
daughter, Wairimu finds 
renewed purpose in bal-
ancing work and family. 

“She’s my biggest inspi-
ration,” he says. “When I 
look at her, I’m reminded 
of  why I work so hard. 
Every shift, every sleep-
less night—I’m doing it 
for her.” 

He also draws daily 
motivation from the 
patients he serves—peo-
ple who, despite their 
pain or limitations, teach 
him about courage.

The road ahead: A pru-
dent nurse 

For Wairimu, the 
NCLEX-PN was a tough 
battle, but he remained 
undeterred. 

“I did not give up. I 
worked hard on my weak-
nesses, and I passed,” he 
said.

A MassHire Grant 
Recipient, active vol-
unteer in communi-
ty clinics and school 
screenings (Charlton BP 

Clinic, Shepherd Hill 
BP Screening, Charlton 
Middle School), Wairimu 
continues to serve and 
inspire those around 
him. 

He closes, “This isn’t 
just a job. It’s a life of  
service. If  you lead with 
compassion, stay teach-
able, and never stop fight-
ing for your purpose—
you’ll always be on the 
right path.”

Michael Mutunga Wairimu

A journey of heart: From Kenya to care

Fran Knapik — Courtesy

James “AJ” Alkire, owner of the Point Breeze Restaurant in Webster (who also runs the 
Webster-Dudley Foodshare), recently set up this beautifully painted sail boat with lights 
that sparkle to emulate the sail. 

Courtesy

Celebrating good food and company at Saint Louis Church on Oct. 4 at the Taste of Saint 
Louis - a joyful tradition where parishioners from many nations prepare their favorite 
dishes and share the flavors of their homeland. 

Scarecrows 
return to Oxford 
Common Oct. 2
OXFORD — It’s that time of  year 

again! The Oxford Community Center 
is hosting our Sixth Annual Scarecrows 
on the Common event Saturday, Oct. 
25 from 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  In case of  
extremely bad weather the rain date will 
be Oct. 26.

Help us decorate Town Common for 
autumn and perhaps win a prize for 
your “most creative,” “best town spir-
it,” or “funniest” homemade scarecrow.  
Residents, school groups, town depart-
ments, and businesses are invited to 
show off  their creativity in our annual 
scarecrow contest. The day will also fea-
ture a vendor fair, energizing live enter-
tainment by DW and The Shakemakers 
and the amazing Sutton Dancing 
Witches, children’s games presented by 
Community Center staff, and free pop-
corn provided by members of  the Oxford 
Cultural Council. 

Scarecrow entry forms are avail-
able at the Community Center, 4 Maple 
Rd., Oxford, and the Oxford Town Hall 
beginning Oct. 1.  You may also find 
more information and register online at 
oxfordma.myrec.com.
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Obituaries

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Grace Boro 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Mega 
Capital Funding Inc., dated March 17, 
2023 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 68940, Page 170, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, by assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Mega Capital Funding Inc., 
its successors and assigns to Mega 
Capital Funding, Inc., recorded on 
August 26, 2024, in Book No. 70937, 
at Page 59 
for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on October 31, 
2025, on the mortgaged premises 
located at 15 Glenview Road a/k/a 15 
Glen View Road, Auburn, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said 
mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land in Auburn, County of 
Worcester, bounded and described as 
follows: 
Being all of Lot #14 on a Plan of 
Highlawn Manor Estates, dated July, 
1951, drawn by R.B. Cullinan, Surveyor, 
recorded in Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds, Plan Book 186, Plan 61, 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at a stone bound on the 
easterly side of Glenview Road, it being 
the northerly corner of said Lot # 14 as 
shown on said plan; 
THENCE S. 50 degrees 35’ 40” E. 
142.81 feet by Lot #13 as shown on 
said plan to a stake; 
THENCE S. 35 degrees 14’ 30” W. by 
lots 9 & 10 as shown on said plan 100 
feet to a stake; 
THENCE N. 52 degrees 37’ W. by lots 
# 15 as shown on said plan 149.77 feet 
to a stake; 
THENCE by a curve to the right a radi-
us of which is 160 feet, a distance of 
40.39 feet to a stone bound; 
THENCE N. 37 degrees 23’ E. 19.07 
feet to a stone bound; 
THENCE by a curve to the right the 
radius of which is 124.29 feet, a dis-
tance of 47.05 feet to the point of 
beginning. 
Said last three courses being by 
Glenview Road. 
Containing 15,200 square feet of land, 
more or less.
	 For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 68821, Page 330.
	 These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with the 
benefit of all rights, rights of way, restric-
tions, easements, covenants, liens or 
claims in the nature of liens, improve-
ments, public assessments, any and all 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or not ref-
erence to such restrictions, easements, 
improvements, liens or encumbrances 
is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
	 A deposit of Fifteen Thousand  
($15,000.00) Dollars by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid by 
certified or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St., 

Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or 
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication.
	 Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale.
MEGA CAPITAL FUNDING, INC.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
26353
October 10, 2025
October 17, 2025
October 24, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.  WO25P3212EA  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: 
Anthony S. Mielnicki 

Date of Death: Jun 7, 2025 
To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner 
Sherri A. Labouef  of Oxford MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Sherri A. Labouef  of Oxford MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
October 10, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 177 Gore Road, 
Webster, MA 01570
 	 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by John B. 
Oliveira and Lillian Oliveira to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee for 
Envoy Mortgage, LTD, and now held 
by Nationstar Mortgage LLC, said 
mortgage dated March 6, 2020 and 
recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 62003, Page 233, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Envoy 
Mortgage, LTD, its successors and 
assigns to Flagstar Bank, N.A. by 
assignment dated September 20, 2024 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 71061, Page 177; said 
mortgage was assigned from Flagstar 
Bank, N.A. to Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
by assignment dated March 13, 2025 

and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 71773, Page 151; for 
breach of the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be sold at Public Auction 
on November 13, 2025 at 11:00 AM 
Local Time upon the premises, all and 
singular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
The land in Webster, situated on Gore 
Road, Webster, MA shown as Lot 2, 
on a “Plan of land in Webster owned 
by John D. Casey Date: September 
3, 1996, Scale 1”=50’ , B.C. Survey & 
Engineering, which plan is recorded 
with the Worcester County Registry of 
Deeds in Plan Book 709 Plan 2, and to 
which plan reference may be made for 
a more particular description of said lot.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated March 2, 2020 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
62003, Page 230.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Nationstar Mortgage LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
October 10, 2025
October 17, 2025
October 24, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P1240EA 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR ORDER OF 
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

Estate Of:
Kenneth R. Conrad

Date of Death:   02/08/2023
A Petition for Order of Complete Settle-
ment has been filed by
Mark Parent of East Douglas MA
and Teddianne Parent of East Doug-
las MA
requesting that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account , 
1st and other such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 10/28/2025 . 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections with-
in thirty (30) days of the return day, ac-
tion may be taken without further notice 

to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 30, 2025 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 10, 2025

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT 

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT

Worcester South, ss 
25 SM 002958

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Timothy C. Eldredge
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. C. 50 §3901 (et seq):
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
Not in its Individual Capacity, But 
Solely in its Capacity As Trustee on 
Behalf of VAK Capital Trust I 
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Webster, MA, 01570, 408 High St., 
given by Timothy C. Eldredge to 
MERS/WMC Mortgage Corp., dated 
November 28, 2006, and recorded in 
Worcester South County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 40241, Page 24 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have 
been, in the active military service of 
the United States of America, then 
you may be entitled to the benefits 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act. If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer in 
this court at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before 
11/17/2025 or you may lose the oppor-
tunity to challenge the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompliance with the Act. 
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief 
Justice of this Court on 9/30/2025.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
October 10, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.  WO25P1975EA
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: Robert R Latour
Date of Death: 04/10/2025

To all persons interested in the above 
captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner 
Jessican Girouard of Spencer MA
Jessican Girouard of Spencer MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration from the Personal Repre-
sentative and can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
October 10, 2025

LEGALS

Marija (Rrufa) 
Papas, age 87, beloved 
wife of  the late Ligor 
Papas, died Thursday, 
October 2, 2025, at 
UMASS Memorial 
Health Care, 
Worcester.

Marija was born 
in Durres, Albania, 

daughter of  the late Vasil and Efterpi 
(Papakostandini) Rrufa and lived in 
Albania most of  her life before coming 
to the United States to live approxi-
mately 15 years ago. Her father was a 
successful contractor and owner of  a 
lumberyard and hardware supply store.  
Her mother was a devoted housewife 
of  three children.  Marija remembers 
devoting themselves to helping others 
and has many stories about it.  

She suffered under communism in 
Albania and suffered hardship as ene-
mies of  the state.  

An ardent Orthodox Christian, how-
ever, she never complained about any-
one, forgiving even those who perse-
cuted her family, befriending those and 
providing for them as best she could, 
being as generous as her father and 
mother had been.  Even those most 
hard of  heart could do nothing but love 
her as she advocated for them and loved 
them dearly.

During this hard time, even with 
her status, Marija became an 

Elementary School Teacher. She 
married a strong, loving, grace-filled 
hardworking contractor, Ligor Papas, 
who also was a victim of  state repres-
sion.  They loved each other dearly 
and had two children, Evis and Shirli. 
She enjoyed embroidery, singing and 
listening to music, reading and spend-
ing time with her family and grand-
children.

Marija is survived by her daughters, 
Evis Jordanoglou and her husband 
Anestis, Shirli Papas; her grandson, 
Harrison Jordanoglou and her grand-
daughter, Maria Jordanoglou and 
many nephews and nieces in Albania.  
She was predeceased by her brother, 
Athanas Rrufa and by her sister, Anina 
Papalilo.

Family, friends and anyone else who’d 
like to attend are invited to visit with 
Marija’s family on Saturday, October 4, 
2025, from 9:00 am to 10:00 am in Saints 
Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox 
Church, 37 Lake Parkway, Webster.  
Marija’s funeral service will be held at 
10:00 am with burial to follow in Mount 
Zion Cemetery, Webster.  In lieu of  flow-
ers, donations may be made to Saints 
Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox 
Church, 37 Lake Parkway, Webster 
01570.  Shaw-Majercik Funeral Home & 
Cremations, 48 School Street, Webster, 
has been entrusted with arrangements.  
A memorial guest book is available at 
www.shaw-majercik.com.

Marija (Rrufa) Papas 
1938 – 2025

DUDLEY – Tammie 
A. (Benkowski) 
Weaver, 62, of  
Schofield Avenue, 
died peacefully in 
her home on Monday, 
September 29, 2025, 
surrounded by her 
family after a battle 
with cancer.

She is survived by her husband of  
40 years, Kimberly “Dutch” B. Weaver 
of  Dudley; three daughters, Kristin L. 
Prochnow of  Dudley, Lauren A. Brien 
and her husband Shane of  Worcester, 
and Stefanie S. Maldonado Weaver and 
her husband Estuardo Maldonado of  
Dudley; a brother, Edward J. Morse 
and his wife Cindy of  Russellville, KY; 
a sister, Susan A. Reardon of  Oxford; 
seven grandchildren, Makayla, Kiley, 
Aleciyah, Natalia, Isabella, River, and 
Lincoln; and many nieces and neph-
ews.

She was predeceased by three 
brothers, Russell E. Morse Jr., 
Scott S. Benkowski, and Stephen F. 
DiBonaventura Jr; and two sisters, 
Deborah L. Peterson and Linda Ann 
Morse.

She was born in Webster, daughter 
of  the late Stephen F. and Mary Agnes 

(Shaw) DiBonaventura, and lived most 
of  her life in Webster and Oxford before 
moving to Dudley in 2024.   She grad-
uated from Bartlett High School in 
Webster.

Mrs. Weaver was a homemaker 
throughout her life, lovingly caring for 
her home and family.   In her younger 
years, she worked at the Ground Round 
in Worcester.   She enjoyed dancing 
and was a majorette when she was in 
school.   She enjoyed playing softball, 
country music, tanning, cooking for 
her family, and playing slots at the 
casino.   She would always watch her 
favorite shows every week.   Most of  
all, she was a devoted wife, mother, and 
grandmother, and would do anything 
for her family.

A memorial service will be held at 
11 a.m. on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, 
at Paradis-Givner Funeral Home, 357 
Main St., Oxford.  Burial will follow at 
Calvary Cemetery in Dudley.  A calling 
hour will be held on Tuesday, October 
14, 2025, from 10-11 a.m. prior to the 
service.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105-1942.

Tammie A. Weaver, 62
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window

 Cleaning
Residential 
Commerical 
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail21
@aol.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

wine and malt beverage 
licenses to sell alcohol for 
on-site consumption as 
well and an amendment to 
town bylaws that updates 
the consequences of  prop-
erty owners allowing the 
divergence or artificially 
collected water or other 
discharges to be divert-
ed onto a town highway. 
Before all of  these items, 
however, the warrant 
will begin with the cus-
tomary budget items usu-
ally addressed at the fall 
town meeting as well as 
a proposed borrowing to 
fund revaluation services 
for Fiscal Year 2028 as 
required by the state.

A copy of  the town 
meeting warrant detail-
ing all articles is available 
through the Dudley Town 
Clerk’s office.

DUDLEY
continued from page  A1

sleeping bags and nearly 
as many health kits. And 
in just the first six months 
of  2025, they’ve already 
distributed more than 
400 sleeping bags, putting 
them on track to exceed 
800 by year’s end. 

During the morning ser-
vice, Patri was honored 
with the presentation of  
a plaque recognizing her 
many years of  commit-
ment and care. Following 
the service, everyone 
enjoyed a lunch together, 
a fitting celebration of  
the warmth and hospi-
tality that Edna herself  
has modeled so beautiful-
ly. Her inspiring example 
of  faith in action leaves 
a legacy continued by the 
Golden Bees. Her leader-
ship has sowed seeds of  
kindness that will contin-
ue to bless others.

The United Church 
of  Christ Federated is 4 
Church St. in Webster, 
and can be reached at 508-
943-0061 or uccfedwebster.
org, facebook.com/web-
sterfederated.

VOLUNTEERS
continued from page  A1

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

4 ALMOST NEW 
WINTER SNOW TIRES

( 2 - 3 thousand miles)
Firestone Winterforce LT tires.

Size, LT225/75 R16
(40,000 mile
 tread life)

Paid $160.00 
each.

Sell for $80.00 each.

John (508)596-8065

774-200-7308
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Emma is a bright, artistic, and re-
silient young girl with a wonderful 
sense of humor. She is kind, caring, 
and energetic, with a natural ability 
to connect with adults in meaningful 
ways. Emma is a talented artist who 
loves drawing and painting, and she 
also has a passion for helping oth-
ers. She often talks about pursuing 
a career in a helping profession and 
has even expressed interest in the 
field of biology, which she enjoys 
learning about in her science class-
es. Active and adventurous, Emma 
likes spending time outdoors hiking, 
playing soccer, and shooting hoops. 

She also enjoys creative hobbies such as knitting, writing, and read-
ing, which allow her to express herself and explore new ideas. 
 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/25085695902 
   Can I Adopt?

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.              

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.             

Emma 
Age 15 

Registration #9192  
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:



Halloween is a high-
light of  fall, as children 
and even adults anx-
iously await October 31. 
Similar to the holiday 
season, people often dec-
orate their homes for 
Halloween, and even do 

so well in advance of  late 
October to maximize the 
amount of  time they get 
to enjoy the trinkets and 
other items.

Many people enjoy 
getting hands-on for 
Halloween. It’s possible 

to craft decorations, per-
sonalized treats and fes-
tive costumes. Consider 
these ideas for Halloween 
craft projects. 

3D Pumpkins
Carving pumpkins is a 

popular Halloween tradi-
tion. But there are many 
people who feel the job 
is too messy. Instead, a 
fun way to add person-
ality to pumpkins comes 
by way of  some hot glue 
and paint. Use a hot glue 

gun to create a pattern on 
the outside of  the pump-
kin. It can be designs, 
a jack-o’-lantern face 
or just about anything. 
Once dry and hardened, 
use craft paint to go over 
the entire pumpkin. The 
raised design will be evi-
dent and add dimension.

Spooktacular Wreath
Adorn the front door 

with something creative. 
It can be utterly fright-
ening or something 
more festive. Start with 
a premade spring green-
ery wreath or a wreath 
frame that you cover 
with your own green-
ery. Purchase a round, 
unfinished wooden sign 
panel, and paint with 
black chalkboard paint. 
Add your own message 
with chalk or chalk paint. 
“Keep Away” or “Enter 
at Your Own Risk” are 
great Halloween phrases 
to consider. Attach the 
sign in the middle of  the 
wreath. You also can add 
some embellishments to 
the wreath, including 
black moss and floral 
stems and leaves. A glit-
tery black and green rib-
bon or bow is the finish-
ing touch before hanging.

Boo Treasure Box
Purchase a wooden 

treasure chest or box 
from the hobby store. 

Paint it all black or your 
favorite Halloween col-
ors. Then add additional 
designs like spider webs, 
bats or pumpkins. Fill the 
box with treats or small 
toys. Kids can have fun 
picking out their trea-
sures.

Halloween Gnomes
Gnomes have been pop-

ular for years, and they 
keep turning up in dif-
ferent iterations. You can 
craft your own gnomes 
for Halloween with a 
few supplies. Start with 
a 9-inch-tall foam cone. 
Cut the bottom off  the 
toe part of  a solid colored 
ankle sock just past the 
heel, and pull it up so 
it covers the lower few 
inches of  the cone. Add 
some hot glue to secure, 
draw a beard shape on 
the back of  the faux fur 
and cut it out. Attach the 
beard to the lower part 
of  the cone over the sock. 
Use a crew length pat-
terned sock to create a 
hat for the gnome, and 
glue to the top part of  
the cone. Glue on a large 
wood bead for the nose. 
Decorate the gnome any 
way you’d like, such as 
adding felt patches to the 
sock hat.

Halloween can be even 
more fun with some cre-
ative crafts the entire 
family can enjoy.  
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Juvenile arrested in 
connection with Dudley 

bank robbery
DUDLEY —  On Thursday, Oct. 2 at approximately 3:37 p.m., officers were dis-

patched to Webster First Federal Credit Union on Airport Road in response to a 
reported bank robbery. Upon arrival, officers obtained a detailed description of  
the suspect and the vehicle involved. A short time later, officers located the suspect 
vehicle in Dudley and detained a 17-year-old male.

	 During the course of  the investigation, officers executed a search of  a 
residence and recovered the stolen money, along with a mask, clothing, and addi-
tional evidence directly linked to the robbery. The juvenile suspect was taken into 
custody, transported to Dudley Police Headquarters for booking, and charged with 
Unarmed Robbery and three counts of  Assault.

The investigation was led by Officer Tyler Smith with the assistance of  multiple 
Dudley Police officers. Additional support was provided by the Webster Police 
Department and the Massachusetts State Police. The Dudley Police Department 
would also like to thank the staff  at Webster First Federal Credit Union for their 
cooperation in providing critical information regarding the suspect and the vehicle 
which led to quick apprehension of  the suspect.

Deirdre Legasey 
named to Dean’s List at 
University of Maryland 

Global Campus
ADELPHI, Md. — Deirdre Legasey of  Auburn was named to the Dean’s List for 

the summer 2025 term at University of  Maryland Global Campus. To be eligible for 
the honor, a student must complete at least six credits during the term, earned a 
grade point average of  at least 3.5 for the term, and maintained a cumulative GPA 
of  3.5 at UMGC.

University of  Maryland Global Campus was founded more than 75 years ago 
specifically to serve the higher education needs of  working adults and military ser-
vicemembers. Today, UMGC is the largest provider of  postsecondary education in 
Maryland and continues its global tradition with online and hybrid courses, more 
than 175 classroom and service locations worldwide, and more than 135 degrees 
and certificates backed by the reputation of  a state university and the University 
System of  Maryland. For more information, visit umgc.edu.

The month of  October has been home to many 
historical events over the years. Here’s a look at some 
that helped to shape the world in October 1925.

• The Lerma River in Guanajuato, Mexico, floods on 
October 1, leaving thousands of  people homeless as a 
result.

• Three workers are burned alive when the Church 
Hill Tunnel in Richmond, Virginia, collapses on 
October 2. The tragedy is partly responsible for 
the emergence of  an urban legend known as the 
“Richmond Vampire” more than 80 years after the 
tunnel’s collapse.

• The Soviet Union removes all restrictions on the 
alcohol content of  beverages on October 4. Alcohol 
had been prohibited on a limited basis for 11 years 
prior to the removal of  the limitation.

• Legendary baseball pitcher Christy Mathewson 
dies of  tuberculosis on October 7. Mathewson, who 
notched 373 wins and five National League ERA titles 
during his career, developed tuberculosis after being 
exposed to chemical weapons during World War One.

• On October 9, the Italian state prosecutor absolves 
24 officials of  any responsibility for the June 1924 mur-
der of  Giacomo Matteotti. Matteotti was an Italian 
socialist politician who accused the fascists of  fraud 
shortly before he was kidnapped and killed by police 
affiliated with fascist leader Benito Mussolini.

• The Palace Museum is opened to the public in 
Beijing on October 10. More than 1.1 million pieces 
of  artwork were housed at the museum when it first 
opened.

• Federal Bureau of  Investigation agent Edwin C. 
Shanahan is killed on October 11. Shanahan is the 
first FBI agent to be killed in the line of  duty.

• Six hundred American troops enter Panama 
on October 12. The troops enter at the request of  
Panamanian President Rodolfo Chiari, who was hop-
ing to put down a renter’s strike.

• Margaret Hilda Roberts is born in Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, England on October 13. Roberts would 
come to be known as Margaret Thatcher and serve as 
the Prime Minister of  England from 1979 to 1990.

• The Pittsburgh Pirates win the World Series 
on October 15. The Pirates defeat the Washington 
Senators 9-7 in the decisive seventh game of  the series. 
The Senators had opened the series winning three of  
the first four games.

• Rebels invade Damascus during the Great Syrian 
Revolt on October 17. The rebels set several colonial 
French buildings on fire and take control of  Azm 
Palace during the revolt.

• Hungarian-American explorer and amateur 
archaeologist Bryon Khun de Prorok begins exca-
vating the Tin Hinan Tomb in the Sahara Desert in 
French Algeria on October 18. Prorok begins the exca-
vation despite objections from the local Tuareg Berber 
community.

• “The War of  the Stray Dog” between Bulgaria and 
Greece begins on October 19. The killing of  a Greek 
captain and a sentry by Bulgarian soldiers was one 
reason given for the start of  the conflict.

• John William Carson is born in Corning, Iowa, 

on October 23. Carson would grow up and host “The 
Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson” for three 
decades, ultimately earning the nickname “The King 
of  Late Night.”

• Seven of  23 U.S. Navy Curtiss CS-1 seaplanes are 
destroyed by wind gusts on October 25. The planes had 
been brought to Maryland to compete in the Schneider 
Cup.

• Nicaragua President Carlos José Solórzano 
acquiesces to former president Emiliano Chamorro 
Vargas’s day-old demand to make him Minister of  
War on October 26, effectively ceding control of  the 
country.

• American inventor Fred Waller receives a patent 
for the water ski on October 27.

• The remains of  Egyptian pharaoh Tutankhamun 
are found on October 28. English Egyptologist Howard 
Carter had discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb nearly 
three years before discovering the remains, which had 
been covered by a death mask made of  gold.

• An armored truck is hijacked and robbed of  
$93,000 in cash in Buffalo, New York, on October 29. 
The money is never recovered and Richard Reese 
Whitemore, who was indicted for the holdup, was 
never convicted of  the crime after a jury could not 
agree that he was guilty.

• The Persian Parliament formally deposes the 
exiled Shah of  Persia on October 31. The deposition 
officially ends the Qajar dynasty, which began in 1789.  

100 Years Ago This Month: 
Historical events from October

Boo-tiful Halloween craft ideas 
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

COMING SOON!
CHARLTON 52'x28' Split on 1.4 Acres

*Fantastic Location
*Established Subdivision

*Finished Lower Level Family Room
*Central Air, Central Vac

*Fireplace 
$649,900

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $745,00015 Ericsson St. $740,000

7 Lorraine Rd. $419,9002 Victor Ave $444,900

WORCESTER-MULTI FAMILY 

 LEICESTER- 
RanchLAND! LAND!

LAND!
30+ Acres

Southbridge/Dudley
753’ Frontage Ideal

 to Subdivide.
Enjoy recreational
 lot or build your 

Private Dream Home

DUDLEY- $5000 BUYER INCENTIVE!

WORCESTER- 
ATTACHED SINGLE FAMILY

 *3 Bay Garage
*Pride of Ownership 

with this Property
*5 Rooms * 2 Bedroom 

lower level
*Greendale 

Neighborhood
Close to major high-

ways, universities, res-
taurant sand shopping

* No HOA fees
*3 Bedroom
*1.5 Baths

*1248 sq. ft. 
Living Room

*Granite
 Counters,

Stainless Steel 
Appliances

*1/2 acre lot
*Open floor plan

*2 Car Garage
*Vinyl Sided

*3 Bedroom *Hardwood Floors Throughout
*Every Efficient Construction *Gas Heat 

*Central/Gas Fireplace *2 Wooded Private acres

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,050,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining 
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great 
Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, 

kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. 
Morton Barn Style Garage  .39 acre

$435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

SORRY, SOLD! 

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT! 
jUST SIMPLY 
AN INCREDIBLE 
OPPORTUNITY! 
OVER 31,000 SQ 
FT OF LAND! Sum-
mer Cottage on 
9482 SF of land.. 
assisted sale 
$1,199,900

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & roof 
to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $415,000.

Featured New Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cot-
tage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean 

& Well Maintained, Modern 
Conveniences w/the Charm of 
Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 
Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style 
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Web-
ster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/
Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at 
this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 
7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. 
Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic 
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR 
Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, 
Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout 
w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Cen-
tral AC! Garage.                   $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

SORRY, SOLD!

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 Acres! 
Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/cathe-
dral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full bath. 
Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  landscaping. Many updates.                $799,900

Webster Lake – 
302 Killdeer Island  
PANORAMIC VIEWS! 

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4 
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, 
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront!         $799,000.

WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT LISTING!  KILLDEER RD    

ON DEPOSIT
ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
Fall Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
10/10    Jonny Taylor
10/17    Fender Road

Get your tickets for the 
Comedy Show on 11/22/2025

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

7th, 8th
and 9th!

October
11th,12th 
and 13th

We are in the process of selling
out some of current stock to 
make room for new Fall Models.
Because of this, we are offering 
savings throughout the store!

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

WEBSTER —  On Saturday, Oct. 4, the Webster 
Masonic Lodge parking lot in Webster was packed with 
vehicles from all over the state.  All the Master Masons 
that were present wanted to participate in and witness 
the merger of  two great lodges, the Quinebaug Masonic 
Lodge of  Southbridge and the Webster Masonic Lodge 
of  Webster both in 24th Masonic District.  Dignitaries 
from the Grand Lodge of  Masons of  Massachusetts in 
Boston performed the ancient and historical merger 
ceremony of  the two lodges. Here’s a little bit of  histo-
ry of  both lodges. 

The Quinebaug Lodge was chartered in 1860, orig-
inally chartered in 1796 as Fayette Lodge under the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master Paul Revere during 
that time. The charter was lost during the mid-1800’s 
and a new lodge was formed in 1860. The first regular 
monthly meeting of  the Quinebaug Masonic lodge was 
held on Jan. 2, 1860, in a building owned by prominent 
citizen Larkin Ammidown, located on the north side 
of  main street in Southbridge. The Webster Masonic 
lodge was chartered in 1859, and chartered members 
were from the Olive Branch Lodge in West Sutton. 
Wearily of  driving the six miles of  bad roads to attend 
lodge meetings, a petition was submitted to the Grand 
Lodge to form a new lodge in Webster. Their first 
monthly meeting was held at the old Baptist church, 
standing on the site of  the present stone church on 
East Main Street in Webster.

Due to the merger of  these two Masonic dynasties 
a new name had to be chosen. Major General Salem 
Towne was chosen due to the historical value in our 
community.  From 1796-1804, the Masonic meetings 
were held in Charlton, and the Masonic Lodge was 
called the Fayette Lodge. The meetings were held at the 
Major General Salem Towne House according to his-
torical information obtained from Masonic genealogy. 
Both father Major General Salem Towne and his son, 
Salem Towne, Jr., were Master Masons. General Salem 
Towne was an active and zealous Mason who reflected 
honor upon his native town with his ability and learn-
ing. Master Masons from all around the community, 
would travel to the General Salem Towne house for 
these meetings. The Towne family was very prominent 
in the community at this time. 

Major General Salem Towne house was built in 1796 
in Charlton.  In 1952, the Wells family of  Southbridge, 
who owned the American Optical Company in 
Southbridge, purchased the Salem Towne House. They 
then proceeded to move the building to Old Sturbridge 
Village (OSV) in Sturbridge Mass. After moving the 
building, it underwent some major historical renova-
tions. This beautiful historic house sits in front of  the 
OSV common where hundreds of  visitors go to visit 
this museum depicting the lifestyle of  living during 
that time. The Salem Towne House at Old Sturbridge 
Village is the “crown jewel” and centerpiece of  the 
town common.

The brethren that attended witnessed this ancient 
merger ceremony. Afterwards a delicious luncheon 
was served by the Webster Masonic Lodge and the 
Quinebaug Masonic Lodge members who are now 
proud to be called the “Major General Salem Towne 
Lodge”. If  you would like more information about 
Freemasonry and to find a lodge nearest you, visit our 
website at www.massfreemasonry.org    

Courtesy

 2026 Officers for the newly formed Masonic Lodge the Major General Salem Towne Lodge of Southbridge: from left to right 
1st row, Brother Kirkwood, Bro. Uwakwe, Bro. Reich, Bro. Lamarche, Master of Major General Salem Towne Lodge Bro. 
Davidson, Bro. Horon, Bro. St. Cyr, Bro. Shaw, Bro. Proper. 2nd row back left to right: Bro. Jezerski, Bro. Lefebvre, Bro. Tull, 
Bro. MacGillivray, Bro. LaVergne and Bro. Willard.

Dignitaries members of the Grand Masonic Lodge of Masons of Massachusetts from Boston. 1st row 2nd to right: Past Grand 
Master of Massachusetts Most Worshipful Brother Albert Ames. Center with colonial hat the Most Worshipful Grand Master 
of Massachusetts Brother George Forester Hamilton. All participated in this historical ceremony.

The merger of two Masonic dynasties

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email:

mikaela@
stonebridge press.

news


