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Leicester prepares
{0 vote on
Becker College
renovation
funding

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS.NEWS

LEICESTER — Leicester voters will have an extra
question on their midterm ballots on Nov. 3 seeking a debt
exclusion to pay the town’s portion of a nearly $50 million
renovation of the Becker College campus properties to turn
them into Leicester High School.

School officials have worked hard all summer educating
the public about the project. The Select Board voted earlier
this year to add the debt exclusion to the midterm ballot. If
approved, it would allow the town to borrow money to pay
its portion of the renovation costs while the Massachusetts
School Building Authority would pay a larger portion of
the price tag.

Superintendent Brett Kustigian has repeatedly noted that
the town will only be responsible for a small part of the
costs, but if the vote fails the buildings will need to be ren-

Courtesy
The David Prouty Class of 1976 celebrated their 50th Class Reunion on Oct. 3 at 308 Lakeside, on the shores of Lake Lashaway.

Fall weather and foliage was perfect. A fabulous evening was enjoyed by all!

Turn To FUNDING page A8

Music & Movement State and local questions dominate
ballot as midterms approach

program returns
to Merrick Public
Library

BROOKFIELD — The Merrick Public Library is once
again inviting young children and their families to enjoy
music, dancing and interactive fun with the return of its
popular Music & Movement with Julie program.

The program takes place Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m., and
is recommended for children from birth to age five.

Led by Julie, the weekly sessions feature familiar chil-
dren’s songs, stretching, movement, singing and dancing.
The activities are designed to provide an entertaining
experience while helping young children develop important
early literacy skills through music and rhythm.

Music and movement activities can help children build
listening skills, recognize patterns and sounds, develop
coordination and become more comfortable expressing
themselves. Singing familiar songs also provides opportu-
nities for children to develop language skills while interact-
ing with other youngsters and their caregivers.

The program offers families an opportunity to introduce
their youngest children to the library in a relaxed, welcom-
ing setting while encouraging a lifelong interest in learning.

Music & Movement with Julie is free and open to the
public, and no advance registration is required. Parents and
caregivers are encouraged to bring their little ones for a
morning of songs, dancing and fun.

For more information about the program and other library
activities, contact the Merrick Public Library in Brookfield.

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — The mid-
term elections on Nov. 3
promise to be a busy day
for the Commonwealth.
Locally, voters will help
decide state and federal
leadership as well as the
fate of nine state-wide
ballot questions while in
Leicester a project to trans-
form Becker College into
new Leicester High School
facilities also looms.

The ballot will include a
series of nine questions that
will be decided by a state-
wide vote.

These include: make
most records held by the
Legislature and the Office of
the Governor public records
under the Massachusetts
Public Records Law, allow
employees of the Committee
for Public Counsel Services
to unionize for the purpos-
es of collective bargaining,
eliminate separate party pri-
maries for state elections
and require a single prima-
ry in which all candidates

appear on one ballot, permit
eligible citizens to register
to vote or to update their
voter registration address
at their polling place on
Election Day, change the
limit on state revenue col-
lection, create a fund that
could be utilized for natural
resource conservation, and
allow single-family homes
to be built on lots of 5,000
square feet or more in resi-
dential areas.

Two questions also
seek to repeal existing
laws — one would repeal
Massachusetts’s  legal-
ization of recreational
marijuana and the other
would create changes to
Massachusetts gun laws
by repealing stricter regu-
lations of firearms, assault
weapons and ghost guns.

Leicester has its own
individual tenth question
on Nov. 3 seeking approv-
al for the town’s portion
of a nearly $50 million
project to renovate the old
Becker College properties.
The town’s side is expected
to cost roughly $13 mil-

lion after grant funding and
MSBA contributions are
considered.

Looking at the posi-
tions up for election, on
top of the ballot will be
the race for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor with
Maura Healey and Kim
Driscoll running for reelec-
tion against Republican
Gubernatorial ~Candidate
and Abiomed CEO Michael
Minogue and running mate
Shawn Oliver while Andrea
James and Kayla Kittredge
are the independent nom-
inees.

For Senator in Congress,
Democrat Edward J.
Markey is seeking to retain
his seat for a third term
continuing a fifty-plus
year career in the federal
government. He is chal-
lenged by Republican John
Deaton, Independent Shiva
Ayyadurai, and Socialism
and Liberation Party candi-
date Joe Tache making for
a loaded slate of candidates
in what promises to be a
defining midterm election
for Congress.

Local races for the House
of Representatives are a bit
simpler. The First District,
which locally includes the
Brookfields and Spencer,
will see Democrat Richard
E. Neal contend for his 19th
consecutive term in office
against Independent candi-
date Nadia Donya Milleron.
The Second District, which
includes Leicester, sees
Democratic Congressman
James McGovern running
uncontested for his 16th
consecutive term.

On the State level, towns
will see contests for their
respective State Senate and
Representative seats; some
contested and others unop-
posed.

For State Representative:
In the Fifth Worcester
District, Republican
Donald “Donnie” Roger
Berthiaume is unopposed
for his seat representing
the Brookfields, and parts
of Leicester and Spencer.
In the Sixth Worcester
District, which includes
part of Spencer, incumbent

Turn To MIDTERMS page A8

Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance offers Dance Discovery Week

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Betty Gundersen, direc-
tor of the Betty Gundersen
Studio of Dance, is pleased
to announce that the stu-
dio will be holding Dance
Discovery Week from Oct.
26 through Oct. 31.

“During Dance
Discovery Week, current
students of the studio are
invited to ‘Bring a Friend’
to take a free class and
experience what we’re all
about,” says Gundersen.
“And, if you or your child
don’t yet have a friend at
the studio, you are welcome
to join us too! We offer
classes for children starting
at pre-school and continu-
ing through high school and
above.”

The Betty Gundersen

Studio of Dance offers a full
range of classes designed to
nurture local boys and girls
at every age and stage. All
classes in the studio’s regu-
lar schedule — jazz, acrobat-
ics, contemporary, hip-hop,
ballet, tap and adult tap,
Zumba - will be available
for this free-trial participa-
tion.

“Dance is for everyone,”
says Gundersen. “This
week is our way of opening
our doors — no pressure,
just movement, music, and
meeting new people. This
is a great opportunity to
meet our talented instruc-
tors, explore a dance style
you’ve never tried, see our
facilities and perhaps begin
a dance journey — or sim-
ply have fun and see what it

feels like.”

Parents of interested stu-
dents may view the entire
week’s schedule online
at  bettygundersendance.
com to plan which class
or style they would like to
try. You will also be able to
download a copy of the par-
ent permission slip that is
required for all participants
in Dance Discovery Week.

For additional informa-
tion, or to reserve your, or
your child’s free trial spot in
a regularly scheduled class,
please call the studio at
(508) 867-8925, or send an
email to bgstudioofdance@
gmail.com and include the
name of the participant and
their preferred class.

Students at the barre in the Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance.

Courtes
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ATTENTION
WEST BROOKFIELD RESIDENTS

Hydrant Flushing

The West Brookfield
Water Department will be
flushing hydrants

10/19 through 10/30
during the hours of

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Flushing will cause some

disturbance in the water mains.
The water may appear cloudy
but will eventually dissipate.
Please plan water use accordingly.

St. Aloysius-St. Jude Church to host
St. Jude Feast Day of Prayer Oct. 25

LEICESTER St.
Aloysius-St. Jude Church will
hold a special St. Jude Feast
Day of Prayer on Sunday, Oct.
25, from 2 to 3 p.m. at the
church, located at 401 Pleasant
St. in Leicester.

The afternoon observance
will include Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, prayers
to St. Jude, the Sacrament

of Anointing of the Sick and
a blessing for those in good
health.

St. Jude Thaddeus, one of the
Twelve Apostles, is tradition-
ally recognized in the Catholic
Church as the patron saint of
hopeless causes and difficult
situations. His feast day, cel-
ebrated annually on Oct. 28,
provides an opportunity for

Catholics to seek his interces-
sion through prayer.

The Leicester observance
will offer an opportunity for
reflection, prayer and spiritual
support, particularly for those
facing illness or other personal
challenges.

The Sacrament of Anointing
of the Sick is offered within the
Catholic tradition to those expe-

riencing serious illness or health
challenges, while the blessing
for those in good health will
provide an additional opportu-
nity for prayer.

The St. Jude Feast Day of
Prayer is scheduled for Sunday,
Oct. 25, from 2 to 3 p.m. at St.
Aloysius-St. Jude Church, 401
Pleasant St., Leicester.

WULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE
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Spencer Exchange Club to
present 18 Under 18 Youth

201 South Street Spiro Th .
Southbridge, MA 01550 piro 1homo I d h ‘x 4 d
508-765-9155 1-800-784-0445 Broker ea ers lp a ar S
i 08 98 Licensed 35+ years
www.AucoinRyanRealty.com 508.765.0465 SPENCER — For the sixth consecutive year, the will be held during a Worcester Railers game at the
SpiroThomo@gmail.com 774.200.8043 Exchange Club of Spencer will in November announce  DCU Center in Worcester on Sunday, Nov. 22.

the recipients of their 18 Under 18 awards to those
under the age of 18 who reside in the towns Spencer
or East Brookfield. The Exchange Club membership
has annually been made aware of young men and
women whose impact on their communities may have
gone unnoticed. They are not necessarily the highest
academic achievers, star athlete or the most popular
among their peers. They are those unassuming young
adults who demonstrate attributes of leadership, pas-
sion, a caring and supportive nature, selflessness and
citizenship. They are making a difference to others and
their communities.

The Exchange Club has acknowledged and awarded
nearly 100 young adults with the 18 Under 18 award
over the past five years who were nominated by their
teachers, employers, school counselors or others who

The Exchange Club membership is purposefully
invested in the present and future of the Spencer and
East Brookfield communities. They wish to highlight
the innate talents that our youth exhibit unselfishly
every day in what sometimes seems like the simplest of
actions of caring and the ability to relate to others. They
believe that curiosity, analytical thinking, dependability
and a strong work ethic make the greatest difference
where we all live, work and play. The club’s vision
of the future is that these young men and women will
carry on the Exchange’s mission of “Unity for Service.”

Application and nomination forms may be accessed
on the Facebook pages of the Spencer Exchange Club,
Spencer Bulletin Board or atwww.spencerexchange-
club.org. Sponsorship forms may also be accessed at

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter o Glassware Sterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns eLamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

T2 3[4 5 [6 [7 [8 [8 [0 - felt they made a difference in their communities. Award  those locations.
= 5 T recipients were recognized with citations and presented
with monetary awards. This year’s award ceremony
0 7 8 HYDRANT FLUSHING
1 2012 2 24 TOWN OF SPENCER
25 % 27 \X} EE [< I Y OLICE The Town of Spencer Water
- - - Department will be flushing
B L OTTER fire hydrants throughout
U e L2 the eastern part of the
34 |35 |36 |37 38 distribution system starting
- S Spencer October 13th thru October 30" 2026.
The Spencer Police Department reported the following arrests | Flushing removes sediment from the
a3 44 45 |46 |47 |48 during the week of Sept. 30 to Oct. 6. water mains to help maintain water
= - S Timothy A. Roberts, age 36, of Spener was arrested on Sept. 30 | quality. When the Water Department
- - = in connection with a warrant. staff is in the immediate area, residents
Gerald George Condo, age 54, of Leicester was arrested on | could experience loss of pressure
56 57 -i 59 Oct. 3 .for Operating a Motor Veh_icle after suspen_sion of 1iceqse, and short periods of rusty water. We
- n— = Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), and Negligent Operation | are sorry for any inconvenience this
- - of a Motor Veh}cle. may cause. A daily list of the flushing
- Michael Patrick Day, age 35, of Spencer was arrested on Oct. 4 | |ocations will be posted on the Spencer
for D1so.rde':rly Conduct (subsequent offense), Disturbing the Peace, | {qwn website www.spencerma.gov each
and Resisting Arrest. day by 8:00AM (click on Departments,
CLUES ACROSS Leicester then click Watej*r Department, then click
. The Lei Police D d the followi Hydrant Flushing 2026). If you have
1. Noctural rodent 38. Serviceman he Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests any concerns, please feel free to contact
5. Requesting 39. A French river during the week of Oct. 1-7. the Spencer Water Department office at
1. Give temporarily 40. Prehistoricpeople Daniel B. Thomas, age 47, of Leicester was arrested on Oct. 1 in P P
12. Frivolousness 43. Messenger ribonucleic acid . . . 508-885-7525. Thank you.
16. Military arm 44, “Layla” singer Clapton COl’ll’le.Cth'l’l.Wlth a Stralght wgrrant. . L
17. “Westworld” actor Harris 45. Ancient Greek sophist An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication
I8. Persian Gulf port city 49. Largest English dictionary (abbr.) received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 1 for Shoplifting By
19. Air hostesses 50. “Top Gun: Maverick™ actor Powell Asportation
24, Partner to “Pa” 51. A way to disentangle P ’ SPENCER ALMANAC
25. Percussion instrument 53. Atomic #93
26. Raincoats 54. Manifesting approval
27. Lower the light 56. Indigo bush ——  REAL ESTATE —
28. Asian mountain range 58. Larry and Curly’s pal
29. Every one of two or more 59. Off-Broadway theater award
30. Lack of difficulty 60. Fencers
31. A public announcement of a 63. Masses of fish eggs BROOKFIELD
proposed marriage 64. Passerine birds None
33. Reduces in size 65. Arrange systematically
34. Make an impact E AST BROOKFIELD
None
CLUES DOWN
LEICESTER
1. Colorless part of blood 33. Political action committee $445 000, 306 Pleasant St, Donais,
2. Of a main artery 34. Edible nuts Amy L, and Norton, Zachary, to Norton,
3. Photog’s tool 35. Front part of a quadruped Mak .
4. Blues Traveler hit “But __ ™ 36. Locate axenzie.
5. Grew older 37. Geological time $340,000, 12 Denny PI, Byrnes,
6. Not the leader 38. Of 1 YEARS OF Barndon P, and Byrnes, Katherine A, to
7. L.ang: country s_;inger 40. Northern UFah city KNOWLEDGE White, Halley
8. A driver’s license is one 41. They work in the trenches
9. Nests of pheasants 42. Hammer is one
10. Antelopes 44, Tall deciduous tree NORTH BROOKFIELD
13. One quintillion bytes 45, Performers None
14. Japanese lute 46. Slang for mistake
15. A type of cat 47. More open SPENCER
20. It cools your home 48. Most slick $749,400, 37 Marble Rd, D Lussier
21. Dorm official 50. Provokes Build LLC Levi S d
22. Pouches 51. Home of the NCAA's Flyers utlders , to Levine, Steven, an
23. German trigraph 52. Sodium Levine, Karen Veronica.
27. Form of Persian 54. Large fish of the mackerel family $479,000, 10 nghland St, Mts thy
29.  route 55. Not one .
30, Upper body part 57 and behold & Development LL, to Morrill, Robert
31. Bridge building degree 61. Atomic #21 TO PLACE AN AD: SPENCER NEW LEADER K, and Morrill, Tonva. '
32. Indicates position 62. “The Great Lakes State™ MIKAELA VICTOR PUBLISHED BY $450,000, 22 Delude Ave, Sl First
(774) 200-7308 STONEBRIDGE PRESS Realty LLC, to Cape, Ethan.

$406,000, 3 Lake Ave, Stoll, Peter,
and Stoll, Michael, to Crocker, Jeremy.

$350,000, 22 Smithville Rd, Thurlow,
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WARREN

$575,000, 84 Burbank Ave, Long,

mikacla@stonebridgepress.news
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Mark A, to Kopacko Ft, and Kopacko,
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WEST BROOKFIELD

$700,000, 38 Warepoint Rd, Paul &
Donna Lassistant P, and Lapenas, Cara
L, to Deforest, Elizabeth, and Deforest,
Kevin S.

$520,000, 15 Oak Dr, Corriveam,
Benjamin M, to Herbert, Jessica Lee,
and Herbert, Eric T.

$415,000, 240 W Main St, Bergeron
John G Est, and Bergeron, James T, to
Kallio, James, and Kallio, Nicole.
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Richard Sugden Library
offers support group for widows

SPENCER — The Richard Sugden
Library invites widows to an informal con-
versational group.

“Every ending has a beginning.” “He’s in
a better place.” We’ve heard it all. But, we
have experienced a loss that was unique,
equal to no other. We’ve also experienced
love like no other. The Widows Group
(WG) intends to build a community of love,
support, patience, and understanding.

Please join us Wednesdays (the first
and third of each month) beginning Sept.
2 from 1 - 2 p.m. Lifting hearts, one-at-a-
time. September get-togethers will be Sept.
2 and 16 at the Richard Sugden Library,
Spencer.

A Haunted Story Swap will be held at the
Richard Sugden Library on Sept. 10 from
6 — 7:30 p.m. Share your eerie experience.

We’re gathering a record of otherworldly
experiences that have occurred in Spencer
and want to hear from you! Our main
goal is to collect cemetery-based accounts,
but other stories will also be noted after-
wards. Please join us for this exchange
of tales of trepidation and haunted hap-
penings!  Sponsor: Spencer Historical
Commission and hosted by Prof. Garret D.
Langlois, Ph.D.

Grow Happiness with Wendy O’Leary at
the Richard Sugden Library, Spencer. Adult
Happiness Club kicks off Sept. 17 from 1-2
p.m. Monthly schedule: Oct. 29, Nov. 19,
Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 18, April
15, May 13,and June 17. The in-person
group will have an optional activity follow-
ing the session from 2-2:30 p.m. Sign up
with Wendy O’Leary at woleary25@gmail.

com. Sponsor: Friends of the Library.

Traditional Folk Music in the 2Ist
Century will be held at the Richard Sugden
Library on Thursday, Sept. 17 from 6 — 7
p-m. Music is an essential part of connec-
tion. Derek Piotr, folklorist, performer, and
composer shares his Fieldwork Archive,
featuring more than 2,000 recordings of
“non-singers” poems, hymns & songs.
Sponsor: Friends of the Library.

Sound Healing experience at the Richard
Sugden Library, Spencer. Immerse your-
self in therapeutic sounds that calm the
mind, heal the body, and uplift the spirit.
Adults are invited to join us as Allison,
from Friendly Ass Farm, leads this time
of relaxation. Join us on Sept. 23 from
6-7 p.m. Tune into wellness. Vibrate with
Harmony. Sponsor: Friends of the Library.

Open poetry reading series coming to
Merriam-Gilbert Library

WEST BROOKFIELD — Local
poets, readers and lovers of the
written word will have a new
opportunity to share their favorites
when the Merriam-Gilbert Public
Library hosts “One Poem,” an open
poetry reading series beginning in
September.

The program is designed to pro-
vide a welcoming venue for writers
to share their own poetry while
introducing participants to the work
of other published poets.

For each original poem a partic-
ipant reads, organizers ask that the
reader complement it with a poem
by an established, published writer.
Selections can range widely, from
Shakespeare and Anne Bradstreet to
Charles Bukowski, William Butler
Yeats, Rumi, Adrienne Rich and

contemporary poets.

Participants do not need to be
poets themselves. Those without
original work are welcome to read
favorite poems by published writ-
ers, while community members
who would rather listen are equally
encouraged to attend.

Readings will take place in
round-robin fashion, with partic-
ipants sharing no more than two
poems during each turn. The num-
ber of opportunities each person
has to read will depend upon atten-
dance. Organizers ask participants
to avoid particularly lengthy selec-
tions so everyone has an opportuni-
ty to take part.

The series is intended to foster a
creative community of writers and
readers while exposing participants

to poets and styles they might not
otherwise encounter.

“One Poem” will run from
September through May, general-
ly on the third Thursday of each
month from 4 to 6 p.m. Some
dates may be adjusted because of
holidays.

Programs will be held in the
upstairs meeting room at the
Merriam-Gilbert Public Library on
Main Street in West Brookfield.
The meeting room is accessible by
elevator.

The series is open to the Central
Massachusetts community.

Town of Spencer
is seeking private snow plowers
for the 2026-2027
Winter Season.

If interested, please contact the
Office of Utilities and Facilities,
3 Old Meadow Road,
Spencer, MA
Monday-Thursday 8:00am —
5:00pm, call 508-885-7515

or on the Town website
www.spencerma.gov

Applications should be
submitted as soon as possible.
The Town of Spencer is an
equal opportunity employer.

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

“Come: read, listen, learn,
savor,” organizers invite partici-
pants.
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Spencer announces early voting, state
election and Special Town Meeting dates

SPENCER — Spencer
residents will have sev-
eral important civic dates
to keep in mind this fall,
with in-person early voting
beginning in October, the
state election scheduled for
Nov. 3 and a Special Town
Meeting following two
days later.

The Town of Spencer has
announced that in-person
early voting for the 2026
state election will begin
Saturday, Oct. 17, and con-
tinue through Thursday,
Oct. 29.

Early voting will take
place at Spencer Town Hall,
157 Main St. The hours
will vary during the early
voting period, and residents
are encouraged to consult
the town’s website for the
complete schedule before
heading to Town Hall.

The early voting period

gives registered voters an
opportunity to cast their
ballots before Election Day
rather than visiting the polls
Nov. 3.

Election Day itself is
scheduled for Tuesday,
Nov. 3. Spencer voters will
cast ballots in the Great
Hall at Town Hall, with
polls scheduled to be open
from 7 a.m. to 8§ p.m.

Town officials are
encouraging eligible resi-
dents to participate in the
election.

The November election
will be followed closely by
another important date on
Spencer’s municipal calen-
dar.

The town will hold a
Special Town Meeting on
Thursday, Nov. 5, beginning
at 7 p.m. Town Meeting
provides registered voters
with the opportunity to con-

sider and vote on municipal
matters placed on the meet-
ing warrant.

Additional information
about the Special Town
Meeting, including the war-
rant and matters scheduled
for consideration, is expect-
ed to be available through
the town as the meeting
approaches.

The Town Clerk’s Office
oversees election and voter
records in Spencer. Town
Clerk Sandra Fritze’s office
is located at Town Hall and
can be reached at 508-885-
7500, ext. 150. Regular
Town Clerk’s Office hours
are 7:30 am. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through
Wednesday and 7:30 a.m.
to noon Thursday.

Residents seeking the
latest election information,
including the complete
schedule of early voting

B+UI'L+D+E*R

‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .®

774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985 WINDOWS

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING
4 ROOFING 4 DECKS$ WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LicENSED & INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars

Construction Sites

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MAi

hours, should check
the town’s website as
the dates approach.

East Brookfield seeks
public mput for Open Space
and Recreation Plan update

[ —
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Fully Insured

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

EAST BROOKFIELD — The Town of East Brookfield, with
assistance from the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning
Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 Open Space and
Recreation Plan and is seeking input from residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a survey
to share their thoughts on open space, recreational opportunities,
and priorities for the future. Public feedback will help guide the
development of the updated plan, which is required to maintain
the Town’s eligibility for State grant funding for conservation and
recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://tinyurl.com/
yv7b23fy. Hard copies are also available at Town Hall, the East
Brookfield Public Library, and the Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help shape
the future of East Brookfield’s parks, recreation resources, and
open spaces.

Mercury is found in products such as:

>
2
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Mercury Switches

Fluorescent
Lamps

Thermostats Thermometers
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201 South Street

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information

SPONSORED BY

Southbridge, MA 01550 Spiro Thomo . .
508-765-9155 1-800-784-0445 Broker on where to safely dispose of these items.
o 08-76 598 Licensed 35+ years @In I%glﬁflﬂﬂs
www.AucoinRyanRealty.com 508.765.0465 ’

SpiroThomo@gmail.com 774.200.8043
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EDITORIAL

Leicester’s
school decision
1S about more
than the price tag

Leicester voters are approaching a decision
that will shape their community for decades.
With a special town meeting scheduled for
Oct. 27 and a debt exclusion question appear-
ing on the Nov. 3 ballot, residents must decide
whether to support a nearly $50 million reno-
vation of the former Becker College campus
to create a new Leicester High School.

It is a significant undertaking, and the
financial commitment deserves careful con-
sideration. But it is equally important to
recognize that the decision involves more
than the immediate cost of construction. It
concerns the future of public education, the
responsible use of existing buildings and
Leicester’s ability to remain an attractive
community for families and businesses.

The latest financial figures present-
ed by Superintendent Brett Kustigian offer
an encouraging development. With the
Massachusetts School Building Authority
potentially covering nearly 70 percent of eligi-
ble costs, along with an additional $3 million
state grant, Leicester’s projected responsibil-
ity has fallen to approximately $13 million.

That is a considerable improvement over
the original projections and represents an
opportunity that should not be dismissed
lightly.

Still, $13 million is hardly pocket change
for a small community. The estimated proper-
ty tax increase of $207 annually for an aver-
age home will be meaningful to many house-
holds, particularly seniors living on fixed
incomes and families already struggling with
rising expenses.

Those concerns deserve respect, not dis-
missal. Supporters of the project should resist
the temptation to characterize opposition as a
lack of commitment to education. Residents
can value their schools deeply while remain-
ing concerned about their ability to afford
additional taxes.

At the same time, voters should consider
the costs of doing nothing. The former Becker
College buildings will require maintenance
and improvements regardless of the outcome.
Rejecting the proposed financing arrangement
would not eliminate those obligations. It could
instead leave Leicester responsible for neces-
sary work without the same level of outside
financial assistance. That distinction matters.

The proposal also carries potential benefits
beyond providing students with improved
classrooms and facilities. District leaders
believe the renovated campus could help
retain Leicester students who might otherwise
attend schools elsewhere while attracting tui-
tion-paying students from neighboring com-
munities.

Kustigian has projected that the district
could generate as much as $3.2 million in
revenue by fiscal 2030. Such projections
offer reason for optimism, but they should
be treated as forecasts rather than guarantees.
Enrollment patterns, operating expenses and
the actual demand from outside communi-
ties will ultimately determine whether those
expectations are realized.

Residents deserve a clear explanation of
those assumptions, along with an honest
accounting of the risks if anticipated revenue
falls short.

There is also a broader civic consideration.
A strong public school system benefits more
than the families currently sending children to
class. Schools influence property values, com-
munity identity and the willingness of young
families to establish roots in a town.

Leicester has an opportunity to transform
an existing educational campus into a long-
term public asset. That possibility is worth
serious consideration, particularly when sub-
stantial state assistance may be available.

Yet public confidence must be earned
through transparency. Before voting, residents
should understand the proposed borrowing
terms, the anticipated tax impact, the condi-
tion of the existing buildings and the financial
consequences of rejecting the project.

The Oct. 27 special town meeting provides
an important opportunity to ask those ques-
tions. The Nov. 3 ballot provides the opportu-
nity to make a decision.

Whether residents ultimately support or
oppose the proposal, the choice should be
based on a complete understanding of the
costs, benefits and alternatives. Leicester’s
future deserves that level of attention.

A decision of this magnitude should not be
driven by fear of higher taxes alone, nor by
enthusiasm for a new school without exam-
ining the financial details. It should reflect a
thoughtful judgment about what the town can
afford, what its students need and what kind
of community Leicester hopes to be 30 years
from now.

The strongest outcome will be one in
which voters enter the polling place informed,
engaged and confident that they have consid-
ered both the immediate financial responsibil-
ity and the long-term consequences of their
choice.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What lengths will Trump go to in order to win?

To the Editor:

It seems pretty clear that The Donald
is a sociopath: someone who cares only
for himself, someone who must win at all
costs, someone who must be number one,
someone who needs constant adulation
and congratulations, someone who must
not lose.

Since he allegedly passed the cognitive
tests, surely he knows that the GOP (used
to be the “Grand” Old Party) may lose in
the elections that are imminent.

This is my question: what is to stop
him from hiring/sending some goons into
some of these states that have close races
and have them foment some riots? Then
he can declare a State of Emergency and
call off the elections for safety reasons.

Just a thought. I'm scared about what
lengths he could go to win, since a socio-
path must not lose.

Jupy ROSE
EAST BROOKFIELD

Dementia gone viral

To the Editor:

Donald, just being Donald, has reached
a new low. Remember when he told us
that sleepy Joe was too old for the job?
Biden passed more popular legislation,
than anyone since LBJ. He got shut down
championing a bipartisan immigration
bill, that I still thing made more sense
than the untrained masked ICE army. We
can only hope there is no attempt at an
unconstitutional deployment on election
day. Whether you prefer Republican or
Democratic programs or values, neither
is currently in charge. The choice in the
coming election will be between democ-
racy and continued fascism.

Remember when Obama secured a
nuclear deal with Iran by returning the
Shah’s money we had received to buy
arms, but did not fill the order? The sta-
ble genius walked away from that deal,
because his name was not on it. If you
think where he has brought us, on advice
from his realtor/peace negotiators, at a
final cost that likely will exceed a trillion
dollars, burning down the relationships
with our allies, punishing American con-
sumers with high penalties for buying
foreign goods (tariffs), out of control
inflation, not just on insurance and bor-

rowing rates, but all fossil fuels, especial-
ly diesel, impacting anything farmed or
transported., you need to vote to get your
country back , before worrying about
greatness.

In my 78 years of life, I never thought
any president could use so much vulgar-
ity and vitriol about his country. What
kind of traitor, even in jest, would sug-
gest Iran should bomb LA or San Diego
(our largest naval base)? A lot of what he
says is just blather. The promised $5,000
bribe for winning is over a trillion and
pure bovine dung, but his stating a plan
for boots on the ground, post-election,
is scary.

This week he sold off the Steinway
concert pianos from the Kennedy Center.
He is still doing all he can to memorial-
ize himself. Like Hitler, he will not be
forgotten.

A quick reminder of the guy who
said he never heard of project 2025, but
implemented most of it, who promised no
wars, lower costs, to reduce or eliminate
deficit, to make us more respected, and
prosperous. If you are fine with what he
delivered, he is not the only one suffering
from dementia

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Vote yes on Question 3 for a broader slate of candidates

To the Editor:

If you follow the politics of some of
the most liberal, one-sided political party
states in the country, like California, New
York, and even Massachusetts, one can
easily see the problems & issues with one
party control of government. California
with their multi-BILLION-dollar high
speed rail system that doesn’t even have
any tracks in place yet but is already bil-
lions over budget. New York with their
stifling high taxes & cost of living forcing
their rich residents to flee to lower tax
states not looking to punish them just
for being wealthy, & Massachusetts with
their over-ripe political corruption taking
place like the $2B Springfield courthouse
deal, the Mass Pike service plaza deal, &
Beacon Hill’s refusal to be audited, in spite
of a voter approved ballot question that
received over 72 percent votes to be done.

Now ,some in Massachusetts want to try
to do away with political party voter pri-
maries and have just one top two voters-
take-all primary, with the top two winners
going to the main election, even if they
belong to the same political party.

As an example, let’s look at what
happened in the 2014 State election for
Governor. Charlie Baker received 116,004
votes in the 2014 GOP gubernatorial pri-
mary — which was enough to win the
nomination at the time. The winner of the
Democratic primary, Martha Coakley, got
229,156 votes, beating Steve Grossman,
who won 196,594 votes. So Democrats
Coakley and Grossman would have been
the final general election candidates, not
Baker. Voters will have only two choices
if this measure passes — a liberal and a
liberal, not much of a choice.

Surprisingly, some Democratic lead-
ers oppose Question 3, because the cur-
rent system now protects incumbents
by discouraging primary opponents.
Independents and Republicans chances
at high State political offices would like-
ly have a slim to no chance of winning
in heavily Democratic Mass. Is this the
definition of “a more broader choice of
candidates?” I don’t think so. I'm voting
No on 3, you should consider it too.

JOHN SHOCIK
CHERRY VALLEY

Take a common sense approach to state ballot questions

To the Editor:

At the election on Nov. 3, there are nine
state ballot questions, and a tenth (10th) in
Leicester to be answered by voters. This
letter is intended to provide readers with
my opinion on answers to five of these
questions and my reasons why.

Question 3 — State Primary Elections
Vote No on Question 3.

Vote No to maintain a two-party system
in Massachusetts.

Vote No to allow Republicans to have
a fighting chance at being elected in
Massachusetts.

Vote No to stop Democrats from total
rule in Massachusetts government.

Vote No to keep the one-party
(Democrat) domination of government of
states like California and Washington out
of Massachusetts.

Question 7 — Single Family Homes
Vote No on Question 7.

Vote No to allow cities and towns to
maintain their own subdivision and zon-
ing rules as they always have.

Vote No to keep the cities as high-pop-
ulation urban centers and the towns as
low-population rural communities.

Vote No to maintain privacy between
neighbors.

Vote No to maintain a person’s right to
choose a dense residential environment or
a suburban sprawling lifestyle.

Question 8 — Repeal of Recreational
Marijuana
Vote Yes on Question 8.

Vote Yes to reduce the pot smell on the
roadways on your way to work.

Vote Yes to avoid sharing the roadways
with persons under the influence of drugs.

Vote Yes to protect children from expe-
riencing public pot use on our streets and
in our parks.

Vote Yes to stop the smell of pot on

Route 56 in Rochdale.
Question 9 — Repeal of Firearms
Regulations

Vote No on Question 9.

Vote No to repeal the excessive fire-
arms regulations put in place in 2024 in
Massachusetts.

Vote No to protect the rights of respon-
sible gun owners in Massachusetts.

Vote No to protect the Second
Amendment Right to Bear Arms under

Turn To LETTER page A5

The family
conversation
your estate plan
1s waiting for

TREVOR
NIELSEN

Finishing your estate plan is a big step, but
failing to notify the people involved can
lead to confusion and complications when
it’s time to use it. Since the events that bring
those plans into action, such as an accident,
serious illness or hospitalization, rarely
come with a warning, talking with your
family about your estate plan before a crisis
occurs can provide clarity and help reduce
uncertainty, conflict, and stress later

Would your loved ones know what to do?

About half of Americans turning 65
today will need some form of long-term
care, according to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. If you became
unable to make medical or financial deci-
sions, documents such as powers of attor-
ney and advance directives can help ensure
someone you trust can step in. Just as
important is making sure your loved ones
know those documents exist and where to
find them. Without access to them, even
close family members may be unable to
access bank accounts, pay bills or make
medical decisions on your behalf without
going through a court.

Who should be included in an estate plan
conversation?

When you’re ready to talk with loved
ones, start with anyone named in a formal
role in your estate plan, such as a finan-
cial power of attorney, health care proxy,
trustee, or executor. You may also want to
include family members who are likely to
be involved in your care or inherit assets.

Think about the dynamics of your family
as you plan the conversation. Some fami-
lies are comfortable discussing everything
together, while others communicate more
effectively through smaller group discus-
sions or one-on-one conversations.

What should your family know about
your estate plan?

Start with your values and the goals
behind your decisions. Explaining what
matters most to you can help family mem-
bers better understand your wishes.

From there, review practical details,
including who serves in key roles, where
important documents are stored and how to
contact your estate-planning attorney. You
may also want to discuss your care prefer-
ences if you were to lose independence and
any decisions that family members might
find surprising. For example, if inheritances
will not be divided equally, sharing your
reasoning now may help prevent misunder-
standings later.

Most importantly, leave time for ques-
tions. The goal is not to cover every pos-
sible scenario in a single meeting. It’s to
create understanding and give loved ones
confidence about what matters to you.

If a single conversation feels overwhelm-
ing, consider breaking it into a few shorter
discussions over time.

Need help starting the conversation?

Many people worry about how family
members will react or feel unsure about
where to begin. A financial advisor can
help you prepare for the conversation and,
in some cases, facilitate it. Having a neu-
tral third party involved can help keep
discussions productive and ensure every-
one leaves with greater clarity about your
wishes.

This article was written by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at
508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Edward Jones, its employees and finan-
cial advisors, cannot provide tax or legal
advice. You should consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor regarding your
situation.
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The fine art
of doing nothing

There was a time when a man could sit
on his front porch for half an hour without
anybody assuming something was wrong
with him.

He didn’t need a book. He didn’t need a
telephone. He certainly didn’t need a device
strapped to his wrist reminding him that he
hadn’t taken enough steps. He could simply

sit.
LANTERNS I was thinking about

ALONG this the other afternoon
when I found myself

MAIN with an unexpected hour
STREET to spare. The lawn didn’t
= peed mowing, the laun-
By CHARLES  dry was caught up, and

there was nothing partic-
ularly urgent demanding
my attention.

Naturally, I became suspicious. At my
age, an empty hour usually means I’ve for-
gotten something.

I wandered around the house looking for
a task. I straightened a picture that wasn’t
crooked. I opened the refrigerator despite
having eaten lunch twenty minutes earlier. I
checked the weather, although I could have
obtained essentially the same information
by looking out the window.

Finally, my wife asked what I was doing.

“Nothing,” I said.

“Well, you're making an awful lot of
noise doing it.”

She had a point.

Somewhere along the way, we’ve devel-
oped the peculiar belief that every waking
minute ought to be productive. If we’re
not working, we should be improving our-
selves. If we’re not improving ourselves,
we should be exercising. If we’re not exer-
cising, we should be cleaning something,
fixing something or planning something.

Even relaxing has become a competitive
sport.

People now keep track of how well
they sleep. Imagine explaining that to your
grandfather.

“How’d you sleep last night, Grandpa?”’

“Fine.”

“Yes, but what was your sleep score?”

I suspect the conversation would end
right there, possibly with an invitation to go
split some firewood.

When I was younger, the older men in the
neighborhood seemed to understand some-
thing we’ve largely forgotten.

They could sit outside and watch the
world go by without feeling obligated to
participate in every passing moment.

One fellow I remember used to spend
summer evenings in a lawn chair near his
driveway. He’d wave at passing cars, occa-
sionally offer an opinion about the weather,
and otherwise appear perfectly content.

As a boy, I couldn’t understand it. There
were bicycles to ride, baseballs to throw
and entire afternoons to fill with adven-
tures. Why would anybody choose to sit
still?

Now, some 40 or 50 years later, I think
that man may have been the smartest fellow
on the street. He wasn’t bored. He was pay-
ing attention. There’s a difference.

These days, we seem almost frightened of

silence. Sit in a waiting room and everyone
reaches for a phone. Stop at a traffic light
and somebody is checking a screen. Even a
walk through the neighborhood can become
an opportunity to listen to a podcast about
becoming a more efficient human being.

I have nothing against technology. I
appreciate being able to find directions
without unfolding a road map the size of a
bedsheet. And I rather enjoy knowing the
answer to a question without spending three
days looking through encyclopedias.

But I wonder whether we’ve traded
away something valuable in our determi-
nation never to be idle. So, that afternoon,
I conducted a little experiment. I took a
chair outside, sat down and decided not to
accomplish anything. At first, it was sur-
prisingly difficult. I noticed a branch that
needed trimming. Then I remembered a
loose hinge on the shed door. A few min-
utes later, I started mentally composing a
grocery list. I resisted.

Eventually, I began noticing other things.
A squirrel was engaged in what appeared to
be a bitter territorial dispute with another
squirrel. A neighbor was teaching a young
child to ride a bicycle. Somewhere down
the road, a dog barked three times and
apparently decided he’d made his point.
The breeze shifted. A few leaves skittered
across the driveway. The afternoon sun
moved slowly across the yard.

Nothing extraordinary happened. And
that was rather nice.

After a while, my wife came outside and
asked whether I was feeling all right.

“Perfectly fine,” I told her.

“What are you doing?”

“Practicing.”

“Practicing what?”

“Doing nothing.”

She considered this for a moment.

“Well, don’t overdo it.”

Then she went back inside.

I sat there another 20 minutes, enjoying
the rare sensation of not being behind
schedule.

The world continued turning without
my assistance. Nobody called to ask why |
hadn’t completed a task. No great catastro-
phe resulted from my failure to be produc-
tive. Eventually, I got up and went inside.

I can’t say the experience changed my
life. The bills still need paying, the lawn
will eventually need mowing, and that shed
hinge isn’t going to repair itself. But I did
come away with a modest realization.

We’ve become so accustomed to mea-
suring our days by what we get done that
we sometimes forget to appreciate the days
themselves.

There ought to be room for an occasional
afternoon that produces absolutely nothing
except a little peace of mind.

I’'m thinking of making this a regular
habit. Perhaps 20 minutes every afternoon,
weather permitting.

Of course, knowing me, I'll probably
start keeping track of how much nothing I
accomplish. And then I'll have to figure out
whether I'm getting better at it.

Letter submission

accepted.

thc
Letters to the Editor must include the authors name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name and the town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted without all of the required information will not be

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.

East Brooktield library
plans annual craft fair,
Halloween movie

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The East Brookfield
Public Library will welcome
local artisans for its Annual
Craft Fair on Saturday, Oct.
17, while families can also
look forward to a special
Halloween-themed movie
event later in the month.

The Annual Craft Fair
will be held from 9:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the library, 122
Connie Mack Dr.

Organizers are empha-
sizing that items offered
at the fair must be com-
pletely handcrafted. Those
interested in participating
are required to submit pho-

tographs of their work for
review by emailing cmac-
master@cwmars.org.
Prospective  participants
may also bring one or two
samples of their work to the
library for review.

Later in October, the
library will get into the
Halloween spirit with a spe-
cial installment of its Movie
Time program.

On Thursday, Oct. 29,
at 3:30 p.m., children and
families are invited to the
library for a screening of the
Charlie Brown Halloween
special featuring the Great
Pumpkin.

Children are encour-
aged to attend in costume.
Following the movie,

youngsters will have an
opportunity to continue
their Halloween celebration
by heading to Town Hall for
additional festivities.

The movie program is
also intended to provide an
informal opportunity for
residents to meet others in
the community. Guests are
welcome to bring a snack to
enjoy during the screening.

Both programs will be
held at the East Brookfield
Public Library, 122 Connie
Mack Dr. in East Brookfield.

Something new is coming to
North Brookfield this October

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— For many years town
organizations have worked
individually to meet the
needs of various segments
of the community — seniors,
veterans, business own-
ers, youth and faith-based
groups, neighbors in need
of food and fuel assistance.
Now we have an opportuni-
ty to join together in a town-
wide effort to identify North
Brookfield’s strengths and
weaknesses, form a con-
sensus, and put our efforts
toward meeting the most
pressing needs of the entire
community

If you care about your
town and the people in
it come join us on Oct.
21, 6 — 7:30 p.m. at the
North Brookfield Junior
Senior High School Kiva
Room as we launch North
Brookfield’s Community
Heart & Soul initiative.
Come learn about the
CH&S program, share your
ideas, and see what you can
do to help chart the future of

North Brookfield.
Over the course of
our Community Heart

& Soul project, which is
expected to take up to two
years to complete, we will
attempt to reach every res-
ident in North Brookfield

to gather their stories. From
these stories, we hope to find
common themes of what
residents love most about
the area and their hopes for
the future. These themes
will become our guide and
be used to identify needs,
improve connections, and
develop a long-term action
plan for the future of our
community. In this way
North Brookfield residents

will be directly involved in
shaping their town’s future
and working together to
achieve it.

We hope to see you at the
Junior Senior High School
Kiva Room at 6 p.m. on
Oct. 21.

Come meet your neigh-
bors and talk about your
town. Bring your ideas and
enthusiasm. We will bring
pizza, salad and fall treats.

Take your puzzle game
to the next level at
Leicester Public Library

LEICESTER — Calling all jigsaw puzzle enthusiasts
-- take your puzzle game to the next level. Grab a few
friends or family members and see if you can complete a
jigsaw puzzle faster than your friends and neighbors. Each
team will receive the same 500-piece puzzle provided by

the library.

The team that finishes first or completes the most before
time is called wins! If you don’t have a team, email the
library at library@leicesterlibrary.org and ask if there is
room on the library team. Adults, teens, and families with
children aged 8+ are welcome to participate. Registration is
required- only one person from each team should register.
Teams can have up to four members. Register through the
calendar at www.leicesterlibrary.org.

Upcoming Puzzle Races are Thursday evenings, Oct.
22,Nov. 12 and Dec. 10 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at the Leicester

Public Library, 1136 Main St.

LETTER

Vote Yes to support the High School’s

continued from page A4
the United States Constitution.

Question 10 — Approve Debt Exclusion
Spending on High School Buildings and
Programs in Leicester

Vote Yes on Question 10.

Vote Yes to enable Leicester to advance
its plan to effectively renovate four former
Becker College buildings for appropriate
school use.

Vote Yes to receive a 68 percent ($34
million) construction cost reimbursement of
state funds from the Massachusetts School
Building Authority (MSBA).

':‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Continuing Technical Education (CTE)
program, expanding useful programs for
students in the much-needed trades sector
for jobs.

Vote Yes to save money from Town
payments to vocational schools outside of
Leicester.

Vote Yes to receive payments from other
communities to provide vocational educa-
tion to their students.

It is my hope that this letter will spark
a common sense approach in voters when
they head to the polls on Nov. 3.

WAYNE LEBLANC
ROCHDALE

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

15 S. Main St., Leicester  508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 10/16 & SATURDAY 10/17

BAKED
STUFFED SOLE

AFTER 5PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

il 508-885-4033

ards www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Yankee
Magazine’s Choice
for Best New
England Cuisine!

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Over 50 Years of New Englund Hospitallity!

, Time fo Make
Thanksgiving Reservation

en Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sundaﬁ
Heéxmark Tavern is Open Thurs. &

See Our
Facehook
page for
n- Tavern
/43  Specials

www.salemcrossinn.com

(508)867-2345 Fi
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New support group offered for people

with physical disabilities

LEICESTER — A new support group for people living with physical disabilities has been developed by two women who know the challenges that come with physical impairments.
Peg Erickson, from Spencer, and Trish McCormick, from Leicester, are each living with physical disabilities. They have experienced the challenges of completing everyday tasks,
difficulty accepting their altered bodies, and the fear of what the future may hold. Believing that others with physical disabilities may face the same issues, they decided to join forces

to begin a support group.

Their purpose is to create a place where people with physical disabilities can meet and express their feelings, share their experiences, and provide mutual support for each other in a
private environment. The intention is to offer an opportunity to feel accepted, share effective coping skills, exchange practical information and resources that will improve their daily
lives, and to socialize in a welcoming environment.

Anyone with a physical disability is welcome to attend. The first meeting will be held at the Leicester Public Library, 1136 Main St., Leicester, on Oct. 29 at 5 p.m. The accessible
entrance is located at the rear of the building. Contact Peg Erickson at racerpeg@charter.net with questions.

ASPHALT PAVING

r"Quality counts \
when no one F Il AccrepiTED
is looking." _BBB.

Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

DriveWa

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 < &
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured ¢ Owner/Operator J

FULL Full Auto Body
DETAILING & Automotive Repair

A nside & Out 0il Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires

Check Engine Light

& Batteries & Featunng
Antifreeze Testing ~All Major Brang
AUTOCARE  Eree wjoil change  Name Tires

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

B= 508-867-9736 K

CLEAN OUT .« -
SOLUTIONS.-7 |

’“'L

House Clean Outs ¢ Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics
Whole Houses ¢ Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

McNeely Tree Service
Insured * References
Workmans Comp Insured
¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental

¢ 60 ton Crane

¢ Bobcat Rental

e Lot Clearing

¢ Storm Clean-up

¢ Log Length Firewood =
e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
¢ Hazardous Tree Removal

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e 7= ~= [l Gl

Young’s

Tree Servicd

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+years’ experience

’ John H. Young, Jr
Fully Insured -~ 508.885.TREE
Free Estimates BBB 1.800.660.5358

Where Friends

Send Their Friends

Best Vehicle Lineup!
Best Sales Experience!

Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com

Treat Yourself,
It’s Time!

ITEASY!

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 - East Brookfield

877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

SALES HOURS: Mon-Thurs 8:30am-6pm ® Fri 8:30am-6pm * Sat 8:30am-3pm
SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm e Sat 8am-Noon Sun-Closed
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Leicester Agricultural Wildwood Acres Farm

Commission to host
“Massachusetts Health
Update” presentation

LEICESTER — The
Leicester ~ Agricultural
Commission invites
local area Agricultural
Commissions, Conservation
Commissions, Boards
of Health, Garden Clubs,
Land Trusts, Scout groups,
and all interested citizens
to a “Massachusetts Forest
Health Update” presenta-
tion.

Felicia Hubacz, a for-

the state Department
of  Conservation and
Recreation (DCR), will
update attendees as to the
health of Massachusetts’
forests. She will concen-
trate on three of the emerg-
ing threats to the state’s
forests — the emerald ash
borer, beach leaf disease
caused by nematodes, and
white pine needle damage
complex and what can be

invasives.

Hubacz will also speak
briefly about the spotted
lantern fly invasion. The
presentation will take place
on Monday, Oct. 19 at the
Leicester Senior Center, 40
Winslow Ave., Leicester, at
7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30
p.m. There will be a ques-
tion-and-answer  session
after the presentation. Light
refreshments will be served.

hosting Enchanted
Forest Winter Faire

WEST BROOKFIELD
— Wildwood Acres Farm
& Forest School in West
Brookfield is hosting
a free, family-friendly
Enchanted Forest Winter
Faire Saturday, Nov. 14
(rain date Sunday, Nov.
14) from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Wildwood Acres Farm &

and traditional vendors, plus
the Kids Medieval Makers
Market, where young mer-
chants sell goods they made
themselves. ~ Wandering
characters, storytellers and
performers bring the woods
to life throughout the day,
and King Winter will be
holding court. Children
can try hands-on crafts

Kings, queens, fairies, jest-
ers and every kind of mag-
ical creature are welcome.

Event  page: https:/
wwoodacres.com/events
Facebook event: https://
www.facebook.com/
events/920945574118394
Poster (download): https:/
drive.google.com/

est health specialist with done to help control these

Courtesy

The First Congregational Church of West Brookfield, UCC announces a series of jazz concerts
that will be performed in October, December and in the spring of 2027. The first in the series
will be held on Friday, Oct. 30, at 7 p.m. Please join us for this rare opportunity to listen in
depth to jazz piano by Stephen Page. Stephen has performed up and down the eastern sea-
board, with top names in the jazz world. Experience the delight of the music, the excitement
of his playing, and songs to entertain and inspire you. All of these concerts are free of charge,
sponsored by a grant from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. The second concert in the series
is scheduled for Dec. 21. The church is wheelchair accessible. For more information, call the
church at 508-867-7078.

.o . ’ @ . 1 a -
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Jeremiah is an easygoing and
friendly boy who enjoys stay-
ing active and loves all kinds
of sports. Football is one of his
favorites, and he especially en-
joys shooting hoops and spend-
ing time playing basketball with
his friends. When he wants
some quiet time to himself,
Jeremiah enjoys playing video
games. Jeremiah is described
by his friends and teachers as
funny, kind, and a natural lead-
er. He is a positive role model
to those around him and enjoys
making others laugh. His easy-
going personality and ability to
connect with others make him a great friend and someone people enjoy
spending time with.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21182352036
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

Jeremiah

Age 14
Registration #8413

a;\\ ((i\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\

Forest School invites fami- and make their own magi- file/d/la__tHOcA3Md-
lies to the Enchanted Forest cal and medieval treasures, N X w UqLVkolo -
Winter Faire, a wintery visit the Winter WishHouse 7ihYt_QRI9/view
Renaissance faire where and toast s’mores by the Contact: coop@wwooda-
kids take center stage. fire. Food and drink will cres.com

Wander a forest village be available. Costumes

filled with skilled artisans HIGHLY  encouraged!

Community
Connection

ﬁ@“THEA“SJT PI7ZAis OUR
Got Space? JPJ[ZZ \  Passcon
we do.

Fresh ingredients, time- honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week * We Deliver

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Mushroom BLT o s'"al','_
P'zza SI.Ib eese Plzza
. sm. Is7.99 sm. 8” $6.49 | FUEICY 14
Contact Mikaela Today Lg. $10.99 ' L8 12757.49 NO LIMIT!
’ ' Cannot be combined

774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

with other specials or coupons.

West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~

~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester

o PLUMBING
Advertising
Information JOHN DALY PLUMBING
Call The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
774-200-7308 Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
. Shower Valves,Qutside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
(?mall: and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
mikaela@ Buy What You Like And I Will Install.
stonebridge Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]
press.news Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

JEWELERS —~——\ Burdett’s

Fine Jewelry & Gifts [ Fu“

Vorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ EAL

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

“Why pay more it’s only trash”
508-612-8093

burdettstrashpickuplic.com
Family owned/operated
servicing our community
for 15+ years -
Spencer, Leicester,
Ware, Warren and
all of the Brookfields.

red Cre

Fast Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

Sl

\ LA
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OBITUARY

Carol Smith McPherson, 87

Carol Smith
McPherson of Spencer
died September 28,
2026 at the age of 87 She
was married to Robert
“Bob” McPherson, who
was her best friend and
love of her life, for 59
years until his death in
2019. She leaves with much love her
daughter, Elizabeth McPherson, her son,
Bruce McPherson and his wife Roberta
as well as her sister-in-law, Mary Smith,
and her nephew, Stephen Smith, his wife
Mary and their son, Paul. Her beloved
brother, Donald Smith, pre-deceased her.
After graduating from Clark University,
she taught fifth grade for two years and
much later worked at the Massachusetts
State House as a zoning research analyst
for several years. Her real joy was the vol-
unteer work she did for over 60 years. It

Just drop us an email, be sure to include a photo if you would like.
Inlcude your publication choice and provide a contact number for prepayment.

Deadline is Monday at noon for this week’s edition.

Our Rates: $ 250 per newspaper for 400 words or less.

Photos and symbols included at no extra charge.

For obituaries over 400 words, the charge is $ 250 for each additional 400 words or less.

Send all Obituaries to obits @stonebridgepress.news
If you hawve any question please call Julie ar 508-909—-4105

Stonebridge Press Newspapers

Your Local News. In print and online.
PO Box 90 | Southbridge, MA 01550
508-909-4105 | www.stonebridgepress.com

ranged from merit badge counselor to state
certified court mediator and everything in
between. She and Bob raised $4000 for the
Vietnam Memorial when they put on the
stage show, “Feelin’ Good About Spencer.
They also ran the Spencer Cable Access
studio for 12 years as volunteers. Their
portrait was hung in the Leadership Hall
of the Spencer Town Hall in recognition
of their service to the town. One of her
favorite quotes was as follows: “I want to
be an outrageous old woman who never
gets called old lady, I want to be sharp
edged and earth colored until I fade away
from pure joy”. In her memory, be kind to
everybody.

Instead of having a memorial service we
will be sending a donation to The Friends
of the Library, Richard Sugden Library, 8
Pleasant St. Spencer MA 01562. We hope
you will join us in memory of her.

L()lllpllsl‘lli]el‘lts vvhlle
erin rerl)t:x)]l’)r'll]ce

sifindicomfort 1!1d

Please note this price is per newspaper.

FUNDING

continued from page Al

ovated regardless.

Kustigian presented an
updated look at the financials
during a School Committee
meeting on Oct. 5, one of
the final large-scale public
meetings before the proposal
goes to a special town meet-
ing on Oct. 27.

According to the
Superintendent, their ini-
tial town investment has
decreased  substantially
thanks to grant funding and
a projected increase in the
MSBA's share of the cost.

“At the start of this proj-
ect, we said that we were
going to get a 59 percent
reimbursement rate. We
found out that we can get
reimbursement up to 69.74
percent. If you round up, it is
70 percent,” said Kustigian.
“If you look at the town’s
share, it’s a mere $13 million
to renovate four buildings.
That’s remarkable.”

The cost breaks down like
this — The $50 million price
tag would mostly be cov-
ered by $34 million from
the MSBA and a $3 million
grant from the state. The
town would incur roughly
$13 million of the total proj-
ect costs.

However, this financing
plan requires approval at the
special town meeting on Oct.
27 by a two-third majority

and a simple majority vote
on the ballot during the mid-
terms on Nov. 3. If one or
neither of them passes, the
school cannot proceed with
this arrangement.

The estimated tax impact
is $0.46 per $1,000. That
means an average home
would see an addition $207
a year on their taxes. The
proposed loan term would be
30 years with no tax increase
until fiscal year 2028.

Part of Kustigian’s pre-
sentation was the financial
benefit of proceeding with
the project. The investment
includes the renovation
of four buildings, Fuller
Campus Center, Borger
Academic Building, Swan
Library and Lenfest build-
ing, which would create new
amenities serving the high
school. District leaders say
this will help retain local
students and earn income by
welcoming students from
outside towns.

Looking at figures dating
back five years, Kustigian
noted that the district paid
$1.5 million in 2022 to send
students to outside districts.
That number has steadily
decreased and taking into
consideration  projected
income from the renovations
Kustigian predicted by fiscal
year 2030 the district would
bring in as much as $3.2 mil-
lion in revenue which offsets
the district’s impact to the

Select Board Chair Doug
Belanger appeared before
the School Committee
during the Oct. 5 presenta-
tion to urge them to educate
the public about the benefits
of the project for everyone,
not just parents and students.

“We’ve got to show the
townspeople that don’t have
kids, that don’t have grand-
children, that they have a
vested interest in this, both
in the revenue that we take
in as opposed to send out
and the constant future
whether it’s the value of
property or whatever it is,”
Belanger said.

John Higgins, a member
of the School Committee
and  School Building
Committee, called the proj-
ect a “no brainer” especially
considering the town will
be responsible for the full
routine maintenance of the
buildings regardless.

“When you look at all the
maintenance we have to do
anyway, the question really
becomes do we want to pay
100 percent of the mainte-
nance and get nothing else,
or do we want to pay 30
percent of it and get a lot
more,” he said

Leicester’s Special Town
Meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 6 p.m.
at the Leicester High School
gym. The ballot question
will be Question 10 when
voters go to the ballots on

town budget.

Now. 3.

MIDTERMS

continued from page Al

Republican John J. Marsi is challenged
by Democrat Jeanne Renaud Costello. The
Seventh Worcester District, which includes
part of Leicester, sees a three-way con-
test between incumbent Republican Paul
K. Frost, Democrat Nicholas Lazzaro, and
perennial challenger and Independent can-
didate Terry Burke Dotson. The Seventeenth
Worcester District, which also includes part
of Leicester, sees Democrat David Henry

LEGALS

Argosky LeBoeuf unopposed for his seat.

For State Senate, Republican Peter J.
Durant seeks to retain his seat, contested by
Democrat Shannon M. Teabo.

The mid-terms will be held on Tuesday,
Nov. 3. Voters should refer to their respective
Town Clerk offices for voter information and
sample ballots

Information in this story regarding the
mid-term elections was collected through
the Secretary of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Web site.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P3224EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Camille Irene Koss
Also Known As:
Camille I. Koss and Camilia Koss
Date of Death: May 1, 2026
To All persons interested in the
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Nadine C. Wojcik of West
Brookfield MA
Petitioner Kevin Koss of Palmer MA
has been informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the estate
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
October16, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P3252EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
John E. Mattison
Date of Death: 02/06/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment
has been filed by Christine A. St. Lau-
rent of West Warren MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: .
Christine A. St. Laurent of West
Warren MA be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the bond in
supervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
11/03/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 05, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

October 16, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 97 East
Road, Spencer, MA 01562
By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained in
a certain mortgage given by Jared
L. Armstrong to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-
inee for loanDepot.com, LLC, and
now held by loanDepot.com, LLC,
said mortgage dated August 10, 2022
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 68071, Page 127, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for loanDepot.com, LLC,
its successors and assigns to loan-
Depot.com, LLC by assignment dated
May 1, 2025 and recorded with said
Registry of Deeds in Book 71936,
Page 222; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold

Charlton

at Public Auction on November 5,
2026 at 11:00 AM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit:
BEGINNING at an iron pipe in the
easterly line of East Charlton Road

at a point which is one hundred
twenty-two (122.00) feet, measured
along the easterly line of said East
Charleton, Road, from the southerly
end of a curve connecting said line
with the southerly line of Bacon Hill
Road;

Thence from the point of beginning as
defined above N. 27° 58’ E. along the
easterly line of said East Charleton
Road, one hundred and twenty-two
(122.00) feet to a point;

Thence by a curve to the right having
a radius of 22.95 feet, and length of
26.57 feet to a point in the southerly
line of Bacon Hill Road;

Thence 8. 85° 42’ E. by the southerly
line of said Bacon Hill Road, three
hundred and forty-six (346.00) feet to
an iron pipe at a stone wall:

Thence 8. 9° 04’ W. along said stone
wall and by land now or formerly of
William V. & Alta M. Cambell, four
hundred and sixty-seven (467.00) feet
to an iron pipe;

Thence N. 56° 15’ W. by a wall, sev-
enty-one and 43/100 (71.43) to an
angle;

Thence N. 44 degrees 08’ W. still by
said wall, one hundred and sixty-three
and 13/100 (163.00) feet to an angle;
Thence N. 51 degrees 00’ W. still by
said wall, one hundred and ninety-two
and 55/100 (192.55) feet to an angle;
Thence N. 10 degrees 12’ W. still by
said wall eighty and 11/100 (80.11)
feet to an angle;

Thence N. 53 degrees 21’ W. seven-
teen and 30/100 (17.30) feet to the
point of BEGINNING.

Meaning and intending to convey said
premises as described in deed dated
July 30, 2019 and recorded August 6,
2019 with Worcester South Registry
of Deeds in Book 60837, Page 23.

The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage shall
control in the event of a typographical
error in this publication.

Upon information and belief,
the third and fourth bounds above
should state S. and not 8. due to a
typographical error.

For Mortgagor’s Title see
deed dated July 30, 2019 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
60837, Page 23.

TERMS OF SALE: Said
premises will be sold and conveyed
subject to all liens, encumbrances,
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens
and assessments, if any, which take
precedence over the said mortgage

above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price shall
be paid in cash, certified check, bank
treasurer’s or cashier’'s check within
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the
sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street
2nd Floor
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for loanDepot.com, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
October 2, 2026
October 9, 2026
October 16, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO24P2597PM
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Estate of:
Sandra Nichols
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Alison Bartlett-O’Donald of Holyoke
MA
requesting that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete Settlement
including the allowance of a final ac-
count , 2nd and other such relief as
may be requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at
the court. You have a right to object
to this proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 11/10/2026. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 07, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 16 2026
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Informational
meetings planned
on Leicester
school building

project

meetings will be held:

Monday, Oct. 19: School Committee Meeting,

Town Hall, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 20: Cherry Valley American Legion

Post #443; 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 21:
Community Room, 4 p.m.

In an ongoing effort to share facts on the
planned School Building Project and subsequent Special
Town Meeting and Ballot vote, the following additional

Leicester Housing Authority

WORCESTER — The Worcester
Regional Chamber of Commerce is
pleased to announce the 10 compa-
nies and organizations selected for
the 2026-2027 cohort of StartUp
Worcester, marking the 12th year of
the entrepreneurship program.

StartUp Worcester is a joint program
of the Worcester Regional Chamber of
Commerce and WorcLab designed to
help launch and grow new business-
es while supporting entrepreneurs in
Central Massachusetts. Presented with
support from program sponsors M&T
Bank and Millstone Law, participants
receive a complimentary membership
to the Chamber and WorcLab, access
to coworking space, and opportuni-
ties for mentorship via the program
and SCORE, networking, fundraising,
and other programming designed to
help early-stage ventures develop and
scale.

Tuesday, Oct. 27: Town Meeting, Leicester High Gym

(former Becker gym). Meeting starts at 6 p.m., WRTA bus
service from Town Hall and High School parking lots start-

ing at 5 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 30: Wolverine Grill and Winslow Auditorium,

11 am.

Tuesday, Nov. 3: Question #10 on state election ballot.

Christ Memorial
Church hosting
Tag Sale Saturday

NORTH BROOKFIELD —Christ Memorial Episcopal

Church, 133 North Main St., will host a Tag

Oct. 17 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m, rain or shine! Plants, puzzles,
books, clothes, kids’ stuff, kitchen and household items,

treasures, and more. Name your own price.

the N.B. Food Collaborative; bring non-perishable items.
Use the Spring Street door should the weather force us

inside.

Since its launch, StartUp Worcester
has supported entrepreneurs across a
wide range of industries, from tech-
nology and professional services to
food, health, transportation, and social
enterprise. Alumni have gone on to
secure funding, expand their opera-
tions, earn regional and national rec-
ognition, and continue growing their
businesses in Central Massachusetts.

The members of the 2026-2027
StartUp Worcester cohort are:

Artist Health Coverage: Led by
Magdelene Barjolo, Artist Health
Coverage is a nonprofit initiative in
the early validation phase that helps
freelance creatives access affordable
healthcare through enrollment assis-
tance, venue partnerships, and mem-
ber-owned coverage models.

Sale Saturday, Avanza Ability Partners

Inc.:

Founded by Mayerling De La Rosa
and two partners, Avanza Ability
Partners provides bilingual navigation
and culturally responsive support for

Help support

families of individuals with develop-
mental disabilities while preparing for
state agency contracting.

Born For More: Founded by
Michaelangelo Shavies, Born For
More is a youth-empowerment social
enterprise that pairs mentorship with
a gamified mission platform, aiming
to generate up to $25,000 this year
through curriculum licensing and pilot
programs.

Dewar Performance: Founded by
Melissa Dewar, Worcester-based
Dewar Performance provides trans-
parent SEO and website strategies for
local contractors and service provid-
ers, aiming to establish repeatable sys-
tems and recurring retainer revenue.

Golden  Transportation  and
Logistics LLC: Founded by Navy
veteran Maxwell Adu-Boakye, this
pre-launch non-medical transit ser-
vice leverages 13+ years of healthcare
contracting experience to provide dig-
nified, dependable transportation for
Worcester County veterans, seniors,
and individuals with disabilities.

Greenhouse  Bread: Founded
by head baker Vanthara Hill with
technical support from David Hill,
Greenhouse Bread is a bootstrapped
Millbury bakery finalizing its munic-
ipal licensing to bring sustainable,
artisan sourdough directly to local
markets and pop-ups.

Lexagy LLC: Founded by Raymond
Carville, Lexagy LLC is a boot-
strapped, Worcester-based software
company currently in beta testing for
its subscription-based family read-
ing and community-sharing platform
ahead of a November 2026 launch.

My Collective: Founded by Crystal
McGlynn, My Collective blends mind-
fulness, movement, and art through
proprietary wellness frameworks at its
Sturbridge studio while actively work-
ing to scale B2B corporate wellness
packages.

Vanguard Insight: Co-founded by
Andrew and Jacqueline Swenson,

Worcester Chamber announces
12th Startup Worcester cohort

Vanguard Insight is an early-stage,
self-funded Worcester consulting firm
utilizing StartUp Worcester to scale
its operations and workforce develop-
ment services for local businesses and
nonprofits.

Wuoti Law LLC: Founded by
Amanda Wuoti, Wuoti Law LLC pro-
vides accessible, unbundled contract
legal services across Massachusetts
and Rhode Island, having generated
$45,000 in its first year while serving
roughly 30 active clients.

“The 12th StartUp Worcester cohort
reflects the breadth of entrepreneur-
ship taking place across Central
Massachusetts,” said Mike Kane, of
the Worcester Regional Chamber of
Commerce. “These founders are tack-
ling challenges in areas ranging from
transportation and healthcare access
to technology, professional services,
food, and youth development. We
look forward to connecting them with
the resources, mentors, and relation-
ships that can help them take their
businesses to the next level.”

The 2026-2027 cohort begins pro-
gramming this month. Throughout the
program year, participants will have
opportunities to connect with fellow
entrepreneurs, business leaders, men-
tors, and members of the region’s
broader startup ecosystem while
developing the skills and relationships
needed to strengthen their ventures.

StartUp Worcester alumni include
companies and founders that have
achieved milestones ranging from
significant outside funding and facil-
ity expansion to national startup
recognition. Alumni of the program
include: Petricore, Solvus Global,
HydroGlyde Coatings, Munq, Wicked
Wheels, Wake the Way, the Jewelry
Co-Op, and EZBusy.ai.

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-1308
email:mikaela@stonebritdye press.news

Snowblower & Generator Repair

Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775 [
492 Main St Oxford 5
WORCESTERCOUNTY = Y
\_ LAWNMOWER.COM )
CHIMNEYS/MASONRY
CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99 PAINTING
ALL KINDS OF . .
MASONRY & Interior and Exterior
CONCRETE WORK PowerWashing
New & Repairs, Repointing, .
Rebuilding, Re-lining, Wallpapering
Waterproofing, Fogndation G [Repai
& Chimney Repair, New eneral hepair
& Stair Repair, G 1
Wakweys Stonowals, | | Fully Insured
New Roofs, Construction Over 40+ Years
& Carpentry. .
Need to get it done? Experience
Call me!
_FREE Estimates- 508-764-8548
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003 774‘230‘8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics + A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes « Alternators - Starters + ABS
Alignments - Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified - RS# 2678

Ei

Got Space?

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

stonebridgepress.news

we do.

mikaela@

" Asian Longhomn
Beetle Certified i N\
Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

: . ) MIKE LAMBERT'S
p— | 5/\UNDERS & 2 Y,
(Os=" A B |sons roorme| | David \ e, | \JOU JPACe!
When you need a new rabrvme
MASONRY HARDSCAPE roof hire a roofing Ba rba I e
RETAINING WALLS company .We are the Commercial,
OUTDOOR only local company , ,
BUNEAOSIVUOVON | dedicated to roofing ROO FI N G Residential, we dOn
Chimney Repair | | oo beae oo™ | |Roofing/Gutters New Construction
Foundation Repair | | smsdiar & mines| | Repair Work ;
Steps, Patios accredited member since 2009. . Licensed & 369 Main St
Water Proofing (_:lag ggugT&thre? Ful')(; ';lcensgd Insureg Sied
Walkways -866-961-Roo and Insure Contact Mikaela Toda
Stone Veneer  508-765-0100 WNTe Tl 508-867-2877 Spencer, MA /
) Lifetime material warranty & 774 200 7308
Brick and Block Work 25 yr. labor warranty available MA HIC. LIC #1079721 508-754-9054 1-833-969-4330 5 o
Cord Wood MA Re%#153955 CSL #095459 INS. # CAC032585 Fully Insured
: THC 4053864 A. Eagle Gutters wiyinsure mikaela@
Brian French Fully Insured, Free Estimates C: 508-397-6709 - g
Family Owned and Operated . 248 aeaglegutters.com '
(413)222-5542 _ ool | 0 508-248-6709 e MKELAWBERTSPANDH | fonebridgepressnens
cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com Croit davidbarbale.com & @ @GMAIL.COM '
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Bay Path named 2026 School of Recognition by
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education

CHARLTON — Bay
Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School
is the only region-
al vocational technical
school in Massachusetts
named a 2026 School
of Recognition by the
Massachusetts Department
of  Elementary and
Secondary Education
(DESE). The annual honor
goes to a small group of
schools for progress toward
state accountability tar-
gets, especially improved
achievement in English
language arts and math.
This year, 56 public schools
statewide made the list.

Bay Path met 60 per-
cent of its state account-
ability targets this year, up
from 49% in 2025. That

ress” category and placed
it in the 76th percentile
of Massachusetts high
schools. The gains came
while Bay Path’s roughly
1,200 students also trained
across 23 vocational pro-
grams. The students come
from Auburn, Charlton,
Dudley, North Brookfield,
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
Southbridge, Spencer and
Webster. Bay Path is the
only school from those ten
towns on this year’s list.
“As a school commu-
nity we are very proud
of  this  accomplish-
ment,” said Kyle Brenner,
Superintendent/Director.
“Over the past sever-
al years, we have been
intentional about building
strong systems of learning.

ulum and instruction, and
brought our academic and
vocational programs into
closer alignment. This rec-
ognition reflects the work
of our entire school com-
munity.”

Bay Path  students
demonstrated measurable
academic growth in the fol-
lowing areas:

English Language Arts
achievement increased 3.4
points.

Mathematics achieve-
ment increased 3.8 points.

English Language Arts
growth exceeded typical
growth.

Mathematics  growth
exceeded typical growth.

Four-year  graduation
reached 98.9 percent.

The annual dropout rate

moved the school into We’ve

DESE’s “substantial prog-

raised academic
rigor, strengthened curric-

was 0 percent.

Chronic  absenteeism

A special event in
partnership with
Mechanics Hall — Club

321 meets WICN’s Brian
Barlow Concert Series

WORCESTER — Experience an unfor-
gettable evening with blues and R&B leg-
end Greg Piccolo and Heavy Juice at Club
321 on Oct. 22 at 7 p.m.

Join us at Club 321 for an unforgettable
night with blues and R&B legend Greg
Piccolo.

With a career spanning more than six
decades, Greg Piccolo has helped define the
sound of American rhythm & blues with
his unmistakable tenor saxophone tone and
powerhouse vocals—evoking the golden
era when “sax was king.” From forming
his first band at just 13 in Westerly, R.L., to
becoming one of the most respected voices
in the genre, Piccolo has spent a lifetime
dedicated to groove, grit, and timeless musi-
cal storytelling.

As a longtime leader and key creative
force behind the acclaimed Roomful of
Blues, he helped shape the band’s signature
horn-driven sound, leading them to interna-
tional recognition, Grammy nominations,
and worldwide touring success over a cel-
ebrated 25-year run. In 1994, he launched
Heavy Juice, a more intimate and flexible
project that opened the door to deeper artis-
tic exploration. Since then, Greg has contin-
ued to tour, record, and evolve—delivering
music rooted in tradition but alive with
energy and swing.

This Club 321 performance is a rare
chance to experience a true master of blues
and R&B in an intimate setting. Expect big
tone, deep groove, and a night of music that
moves from the first note to the last. Join
us for an extraordinary night in the heart of
downtown Worcester. Experience a differ-
ent side of Mechanics Hall, in our intimate
Washburn Hall, transformed one Thursday
night a month into your favorite club. Club
321 offers cabaret-style seating, handcrafted
cocktails from the full bar, and an inviting
atmosphere that brings audiences closer
to the music. Come sip handcrafted drinks

Town-to-Town

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

from our full bar and enjoy cabaret-style
seating. An unforgettable evening in the
heart of downtown Worcester!

General Admission Tickets: $30

VIP Ticket: $50

Enhance your Club 321 evening with pre-
mium reserved table seating and one com-
plimentary drink per ticket. Enjoy the best
views of the performance while relaxing in
one of Worcester’s most unique listening
rooms. VIP Ticket and Drink Ticket can be
picked up at Will Call on the night of the
performance, beginning at 6:15 p.m.

Mechanics Hall Members: 10 percent
discount off a single ticket

Time: Doors 6:15 p.m. | Show 7 p.m.

Cash bar and refreshments available for
purchase

Support for the WICN Brian Barlow
Concert Series comes from Westboro
Toyota, Duquette Law Group and Gorman
Richardson Lewis Architects.

About WICN Public Radio

WICN Public Radio 90.5 FM is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit public radio station serv-
ing

Central Massachusetts and beyond.
Through award-winning jazz, roots, blues,
world

music, and locally produced program-
ming, WICN connects listeners with the
arts, culture, education, and conversations
that enrich the region. WICN'’s mission is to
inspire, entertain, and engage diverse audi-
ences while supporting the cultural vitality
of the communities it serves. Broadcasting
throughout Central New England and
streaming worldwide, WICN brings excep-
tional music and local voices to audiences
wherever they are.

The Brian Barlow Concert Series and
Emerging Artist Series is dedicated to the
memory of WICN’s late General Manager
and his legacy of supporting emerging talent
and live music.

Home Town Service,

Place your ad't Jclz

decreased from 11.1 to 10.2
percent.

“These numbers rep-
resent real progress for
our students,” said Dean
Packard, Bay Path princi-
pal. “This is what happens
when educators collaborate
around student needs, when
students take ownership of
their learning, and when
adults across our building
refuse to settle for what was

good enough yesterday.”
About Bay Path

Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical High
School prepares students
for both college and careers
through a rigorous blend of
academic coursework and
hands-on technical train-
ing. Accredited by the New
England Association of
Schools and Colleges, Bay
Path serves ten Southern

Worcester County commu-
nities: Auburn, Charlton,
Dudley, North Brookfield,
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland,
Southbridge, Spencer,
and Webster. Opening in
1972 atop Muggett Hill,
the school has spent more
than five decades offer-
ing 23 career areas along-
side its academic program.

Healing Heroes Foundation
launches equine-assisted
recovery program

WHITINSVILLE
— Responding to the grow-
ing need for mental health
resources for first responders
across Massachusetts, the
Healing Heroes Foundation
announced the launch of its
Equine-Assisted Recovery
Program.

The skills-based pro-
gram utilizes horses as a
bridge to mindfulness and
grounding to combat high
stress and post-traumatic
stress disorder that heavily
impact firefighters, EMTs,
law enforcement officers,
military veterans, and other
first responders. Healing
Heroes Foundation is a
Massachusetts-based non-
profit dedicated to fostering
community, connection,
and camaraderie across first
responders, military mem-
bers, veterans, and their fam-
ilies.

“This experiential, rela-
tionship-based program pro-
vides the space, commu-
nity, and support for first
responders to ground them-
selves and engage with one
of nature’s most empathet-
ic creatures,” says Jaime
Nicholas, Co-Director of
Healing Heroes Foundation.
“First responders across
the country are facing sig-
nificant mental health and

wellness challenges, and we
felt a responsibility to help
address that need here in
Massachusetts by introduc-
ing a unique program that
fosters meaningful connec-
tion and mental well-being
so first responders don’t
have to navigate life’s chal-
lenges alone.”

Hosted in Whitinsville,
the eight-week Equine-
Assisted Recovery Program
is made possible through
partnerships between the
Healing Heroes Foundation,
Cornerstone  Community
Care, and Superior Stables.
At the end of the program,
participants will be con-
nected with financial health
resources through a part-
nership between Healing
Heroes Foundation and First
Responders Credit Union.

The program is led by
Christina Cronin, LICSW,
President and Clinical
Director of Cornerstone
Community Care.
Participants will engage in
structured interactions with
the horses through activities
such as observing, grooming,
leading, and other ground-
work designed to support
mindfulness, self-regulation,
communication, and con-
nection. Among the horses
participating in the program

is one cared for by a U.S.
Army veteran and current
psychiatric registered nurse,
further reflecting the pro-
gram’s connection to the
communities it serves.

The Healing Heroes
Foundation has filled two
cohorts of participants
for its Equine-Assisted
Recovery Program, showing
a regional demand for this
innovative resource. With
a focus on solidifying the
curriculum and measuring
outcomes with its inaugu-
ral cohort, the organiza-
tion’s long-term goal is to
grow the program’s impact
and geographical reach so
this critical resource can be
available to first responders
across the state. It is current-
ly in talks with additional
Massachusetts stables.

Equine-assisted approach-
es have proven to mean-
ingfully complement clini-
cal therapy, exposing par-
ticipants to a more active,
relationship-based setting.
Interactions with horses
such as approaching, han-
dling, leading, and caring
can make abstract concepts
like consent, trust, self-reg-
ulation, and communication
more tangible.

October programs at Blackstone River Greenway

Visitor Center

WORCESTER — The Blackstone River Greenway Visitor Center at Worcester will
offer a series of free interpretive programs throughout October, giving visitors opportu-
nities to explore the region’s industrial history, wildlife, waterways and environmental

recovery.

Programs are free and open to the public, and registration is not required. Children must

be accompanied by an adult.

Every Saturday, the Visitor Center will offer an Exhibit Tour from 11 to 11:30
a.m. Participants will explore the Heritage Center’s exhibit hall and learn how the
Blackstone Canal helped transform Worcester from a county seat into a major industrial
center and destination for immigrants.

The tour examines the canal’s role in Worcester’s growth and the innovation that accom-
panied the region’s industrial development. The program is recommended for ages 6 and

older.

The natural environment takes center stage during Woodlands and Waterways, sched-
uled for Saturdays, Oct. 10 and 31, from 2 to 3 p.m.
Participants will walk along the banks of the Blackstone River while looking for signs of
wildlife and learning about the plants and animals supported by the river and its surround-
ing habitat. The program will also examine ways residents can help protect the watershed
and keep local waterways clean.
The approximately one-mile walk will take place over a paved surface with slight
inclines. Participants should meet at 205 North Main St. in Millbury rather than the
Worcester Visitor Center. Bathrooms and drinking water are not available at the site. The
program is recommended for ages 12 and older.

Those who prefer exploring on two wheels can participate
in Bike the Blackstone on Saturday, Oct. 17, from 2 to 3 p.m.

The approximately six-mile ride will follow the Blackstone
River Greenway, combining recreation with opportunities to
observe wildlife and scenery along the river. The route is paved and
includes slight inclines and declines.

The ride will also begin at 205 North Main St. in Millbury.

Riders younger than 16 are required to wear helmets. Bathrooms

FOR RENT
SOUTHBRIDGE
3 bedroom
apartment
first floor
All appliances
included
With garage
508-764-6425

BARN SALE

October 17+18t"
110 Depot Rd. Oxford
10am-3pm
Tools,

farm equipment,

classic auto parts

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

and drinking water will be available at the midpoint of the trip. The
program is recommended for ages 12 and older.

The month’s programs will also examine how a former industrial
property has been reclaimed for a new generation.

Mill to Meadow will be held Saturday, Oct. 24, from 2 to 3
p.m. at the Worcester Visitor Center. The land surrounding the
center was once home to the largest factory complex in Worcester,
although none of its buildings remain today.

During a short walk, visitors will learn about the site’s transfor-
mation through brownfield reclamation and how the project fits
into the broader environmental recovery of the Blackstone Valley.
The approximately quarter-mile walk will take place over paved
surfaces and is recommended for ages 12 and older.

Unless otherwise noted, programs begin at the Blackstone
River Greenway Visitor Center at Worcester, 3 Paul Clancy Way.
Participants should dress for the weather and wear appropriate
footwear.

Programs are subject to change or cancellation. For updated
information, call 508-373-7056. Reasonable accommodations are
available with advance notice. Accommodation requests may be
made by contacting Moneesha Dasgupta at 617-645-0358 or monee-
sha.dasgupta2 @mass.gov.
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REAL ESTATE

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan*

hope2o0wn.com

508.943.4333

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryaw Pelletier

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely'Hi"
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. lts
. close proximity to Successful National Franchised
. Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
Location. Convenient Access.

I LS #73512426 $ 615,000

We&z‘e’z 3 Oatowesd Dr

Presenting a meticulously
maintained Colonial! This invit-
ing home, spans 2,042 sf +/-,
4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths. The living
room offers a sophisticated
ambiance, enhanced by hard-
wood floors, crown moldings &
custom built in shelves. Also provides a 2 car att’d garage for
secure parking & storage. MLS#73523347 $589,900

R

) Featuwned New Listing! ()
f( J 24 Lawnelwood Dr \ X&
Webster Late wazagmz

On the shores of prestigious
Webster Lake! Experience
ultra-luxury  lakefront  living
with direct water access. This
young modern craftsman lake
8 home is masterly designed to
maximize panoramic Western
views through a two-story ar-
™8 chitectural tower. The home
4 boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of

Webster ~ 55 Stater Street

Sprawling fieldstone faced
Ranch! Located on a +/-
0.5-acre, 2 car garage.
Offers: 1,860 sf main level
plus 1,000 sf +/- finished
lower level, 3 BRs, 2-1/2
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces-
FHW BB heat. Open floor
plan kitchen, living rm,
dining rm, breezeway w/
sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom

MLS # 73500183 $464,900

()

X

Featuned
eboter Lake Wateyront

eautifully Maintained Two Level Waterfront Panoramic WATER VIE

-%m?m?@

../\
n

sophisticated, three-story living
space, complete with multilevel
waterside decks, a radius stone
~ faced patio, and a tiered land-
. scape with its own waterfall.
From morning coffee to sunset
gatherings, you will enjoy every

Webster - Douglas
A (R 16) ANR

almost every Single Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-faci
_ : Sunsets IL.. Offering a sweeping Wall of
Wlndows to enjoy watchmg Mother Nature

Lot # 2

'/ Building Lot, 2.01 +/- acres, 154’ road
4 frontage, Surveyed and portioned out
79! of a larger tract of land, Zoned ASFR

. minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet
main level features a spacious
open floor plan, welcoming you
into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity,

Level has an Effortless Layout adding a
Roomy Convenient Bedroom & Large Clos-
et, Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!!... Down-

stairs, the Walk-out Lower Level Transitions walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, // (Agrlcultural Single Family Residen-
into a phenomenal Guest Retreat with 2 large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 1) L ted State Land
Bedrooms, Living space, and Full Bath!!..2 that_lopens toa subs_lanttlal Iakisfllde p#t#). XVIIl(h 2 addl:;onaldbet_iroogﬁts and tzatlh, thlls l?'VEI “a) ocated near state Lan
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lastin: wmrs ~
Car Garage! MLS#7356983  $1,050,000. e R a e BIRERLLY 9 $1,350,00§ =2 A Great Value at $69,900.
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
T Weboton Lake Watenront” | Webotor Lake ~ Webston Lake ~0 Wakefied, e
< 22 % on pm s K ﬁ‘ 60 W /4#8 ~ éolmoz [oz,‘./ ” Rare Lake Residential Building Opportu-

nity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped
lots ~ each with 1/3 ownership of a pri-
vate, prime waterfront lot, swimmable
& boatable, where you will enjoy a sun
8 drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock
~ just baby steps away from your NEW
"~ HOME! You will have direct lake access,
low off-Lake taxes, access to municipal
water/sewer services and an established
neighborhood. Build now or build later
BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
Go To MLS # 73582967

Rare Lake Residential Building Opportunity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped lots
~ each with 1/3 ownershlp of a private, prime waterfront lot, swimmable & boatable,
where you will enjoy a sun drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock ~ just baby steps
; away from your NEW home! You
will have direct lake access, low
off-Lake taxes, access to municipal
® water/sewer services and an es-
* tablished neighborhood. Build now
or build later BUT enjoy Webster
Lake IMMEDIATELY!
Go To MLS # 73582966 $277,500.

Farnbor Villa

Open House Saturday & Sunday 12-2
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit! o PEEE v =
Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake! K
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide
an exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600
sf+/ featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed
for relaxation & convenience! Nothing quite compares! Priced
to Sell.
\  VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS

AGENT ON SITE ~
SUN 10/18 ~ 11-1

AGENT ON SITE ~

$948,000 SUN 10/18 ~ 11-1 $247,500

PuBLIC AUCTION

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22ND AT 11:00 AM

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
* STURBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS °

9 ROOM / 5 BEDROOM
2-STORY

SINGLE FAMILY
HOME

66 Cedar Street STURBRIDGE, MA

To Be Sold On The Premises

FEATURES:
* Two Story Single Family Home ¢ +One Acre of Land ¢
* Total of (9) Rooms w/ (5) Bedrooms & (2) Baths ¢
¢ +1,876 S/F of Living Area ¢ Oil FWA Heat ¢
¢ Air Conditioning (Heat Pump) ¢ Full Basement ¢
* Viinyl Siding ¢ Carpeted Floors ¢ Porch ¢ Public Water & Sewer ¢
¢ Zoned: SR ¢ Assessor’s ID: 202-02416.066 ¢

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney Joseph J. Lange

ofthe Fim of Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i
Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“
Maria Reed 508-873-9254 1=y
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

RV

FOR RENT

Two bedroom

W/D hookup

12} mis|

Attorney for Mortgagee
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank Or Certified Funds
Deposit To Be Increased To 10% Of Purchase Price Within 5 Business Days
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies

i Ters L Ann0lw:;dsx.gguo:aﬁephi|ade|phia PA Q ui e t SUTTON CHARLTON -STONEYBROOK GARDENS
A Posnik 413.733-5238 + 610-853-6655 * OPEN HOUSE
sueroves orunses [N s AN ohborhood poelr o T 3 “Sprinkler Sy
neighborhoo offrngto £ W cavri
. uy Down NG Room
REAL ESTATE O ff street p arkln g *;1?:(‘:2;] KI 2hFireC}l)laces ;
. *Kitchen designe:
AU CTI O N Colonial on for a Gourmet
4,107+ sf, 4BR, 3.5BA Home S B <[
x . m *1.5 Baths S8 * 3 Finished Levels
H b b
with Detached 2-Car Garage on 1.7+ Acres C all 7 7 4 - 230 - 7 73 1 *1st Floor *3 5 Bedrooms
8 fig Family Room * Whata great
o = neighnorhood to
9 Colom'al Rd $535,000 30 Knollwood $849,900 come home to
For Advertising VA BUYERS-OPPORTUNITY | COMING SOON!!! WEBSTER LAKE

OXFORD WEBSTER- RANCH

WITH IN-LAW UNIT

Information

Call

55 Old Common Rd., Auburn, MA
Wed., October 28 at 11am On-site

Open House: Wed., October 21 (11am-1pm) 774 200 7308 *2 Bedroom
. - - *24’ Livingroom
. *
J J MaAﬂﬂ)J[mg emall: *3 Bedroom * 2 Baths Offices
Info, Full Terms, Broker Registration, and More at: . *Central Location *1st Floor Laundry *2 Bedroom * 2 Baths
JJManninga.com mlkaela@ *Sided * 30" Great Room *1 Bedroom In-Law Cape *Recently Updated
JJhianning.com . Call for a Showing ) . *Garage *Available Immediately
800.521.0111 MA Lic# 111 - Ref # 26-2254 ] sto nebrldge press .NEeWS |3EmSt $425, 000 Style Unit 3 Elm St $425, 000

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771

> Donnaflanneryrealtor.com

L/'\ Donnaflannery@erakey.net

ERA A

:(ngl Realtv Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau
Realtor*
508-612-9843
KayleenOO@aocl.com

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
SOLD & SOLD DOLIAR VOLUME

ERA HALL OF FAME

TOP 5% YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

[ i

“| SOLVE REAL ESTATE Wh LAND! ACREAGE
PROBLEMS” en T
ReMax Professional Associates Experience DUDLEY/ SOUTHBRIDGE- ‘17 Acres
Licensed in MA & CT d SOUTHBRIDGE Ranch- 2 BRS, Sided
We need properties to sell - any type! 7 an. 302 A Garage/ Barn
Conrad Allen Commitment (2U-a ACTes Possilbe Apt.
508.400.0438 Matter 763' Road Frontage Definitely for

C°”en]995@0°| com Possibly 4 Frontage Lots * = 203K Finacing

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk

uElﬂAx ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame| | Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) NEW PRICE or Flippers
R E/M A x — . 508.612.1382 Szymezak - | $235000 .
p Y S MESRol CRS, GRI, SRES  #[14 ReMax Vision o @
RE/MAX Professional Associates '\\' Vision. ) € t.y.conf 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = Es|
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Neurologist and author Pria Anand
to speak at Worcester Senior Center

WORCESTER —
Wednesday, Oct. 21, from 1().30-
11:30 a.m., author and neurologist
Pria Anand will discuss her book
“The Mind Electric: a neurologist
on the strangeness and wonder
of our brains.” This program will
take place at the Worcester Senior
Center, 128 Providence St.,
Worcester. Books will be avail-
able after the program for sale and
signing. Registration is required.
To register for the program only,
call 508-799-1232. To register for
the program and reserve a lunch,
call 508-799-8070.

In “The Mind Electric,” Dr.

Anand reveals—through case
study, history, fable, and mem-
oir—all that the medical estab-
lishment has overlooked: the
complexity and wonder of brains
in health and in extremis, and
the vast gray area between sanity
and insanity, doctor and patient,
and illness and wellness, each
separated from the next by the
thin veneer of a different story.
Moving from the Boston hospital
where she treats her patients, to
her childhood years in India, to
Isla Providencia in the Caribbean
and to the Republic of Guinea
in West Africa, she demonstrates
again and again the compelling

paradox at the heart of neurology:
that even the most peculiar symp-
toms can show us something uni-
versal about ourselves as humans.

Dr. Pria Anand is an Assistant
Professor of Neurology at the
Boston University School of
Medicine and the winner of
the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary
Science Writing Award for her
book, The Mind Electric. She is
the Director of the Neurology
Residency Program and the
Chief of the Division of Hospital
Neurology, and her academic
work primarily focuses on neu-
ro-infectious diseases and neuro-

logic health equity. Dr. Anand’s
writing has appeared in Time
Magazine, The Boston Globe,
The Washington Post, The New
York Times, Ploughshares, and
elsewhere. She lives in the Boston
area with her family.

This program is hosted by the
Worcester Talking Book Library,
Worcester Senior Center, and
Dementia Friendly Worcester.
Additional sponsorship provided
by AARP Mass. and RegalCare
Worcester. Books available for
sale by TidePool Books.

Healing Heroes Foundation launches equine-assisted

recovery program
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WHITINSVILLE —  Responding
to the growing need for mental health
resources for first responders across
Massachusetts, the Healing Heroes
Foundation announced the launch of its
Equine-Assisted Recovery Program.

The skills-based program utilizes horses
as a bridge to mindfulness and ground-
ing to combat high stress and post-trau-
matic stress disorder that heavily impact
firefighters, EMTs, law enforcement offi-
cers, military veterans, and other first
responders. Healing Heroes Foundation is
a Massachusetts-based nonprofit dedicated
to fostering community, connection, and
camaraderie across first responders, mili-
tary members, veterans, and their families.
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“This experiential, relationship-based pro-
gram provides the space, community, and
support for first responders to ground them-
selves and engage with one of nature’s most
empathetic creatures,” says Jaime Nicholas,
Co-Director of Healing Heroes Foundation.
“First responders across the country are
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facing significant mental health and well-
ness challenges, and we felt a responsi-
bility to help address that need here in
Massachusetts by introducing a unique pro-
gram that fosters meaningful connection and
mental well-being so first responders don’t
have to navigate life’s challenges alone.”

Hosted in Whitinsville, the eight-week
Equine-Assisted Recovery Program
is made possible through partnerships
between the Healing Heroes Foundation,
Cornerstone Community Care, and
Superior Stables. At the end of the program,
participants will be connected with finan-
cial health resources through a partner-
ship between Healing Heroes Foundation
and First Responders Credit Union.

The program is led by Christina Cronin,
LICSW, President and Clinical Director of
Cornerstone Community Care. Participants
will engage in structured interactions
with the horses through activities such as
observing, grooming, leading, and other
groundwork designed to support mindful-
ness, self-regulation, communication, and
connection. Among the horses participating
in the program is one cared for by a U.S.
Army veteran and current psychiatric regis-
tered nurse, further reflecting the program’s
connection to the communities it serves.

The Healing Heroes Foundation has
filled two cohorts of participants for its
Equine-Assisted Recovery Program, show-
ing a regional demand for this innova-
tive resource. With a focus on solidifying
the curriculum and measuring outcomes
with its inaugural cohort, the organiza-
tion’s long-term goal is to grow the pro-
gram’s impact and geographical reach so
this critical resource can be available to first
responders across the state. It is currently in
talks with additional Massachusetts stables.

Equine-assisted approaches have proven to
meaningfully complement clinical therapy,
exposing participants to a more active,
relationship-based setting. Interactions with
horses such as approaching, handling, lead-
ing, and caring can make abstract concepts
like consent, trust, self-regulation, and
communication more tangible.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

news@ .
stonebridgepress.news ~ Wi\



