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CHARLTON — As 
Autumn begins, the 
story of  Flory Muleka 
needs to be heard 
or read. Muleka of  
Worcester is from DR 
Congo. As a practical 
nursing student on his 
sixth week of  rigorous 
education and training 
at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, he 
is not letting anything 
deter him. He is plowing 
through all obstacles, 
nonetheless. 

Proof  is his approach 
to his practical nurs-
ing education at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy. He was nom-
inated as a student 
representative for the 
Class of  2025 and was 
humbled by his class-

mates’ trust. Alas, 
two other female 
nominees won! He 
remains joyful. He 
is eager and excit-
ed to participate in 
other activities. He 
will not let gender 
nor the remnants 
of  COVID disrup-
tions become an 
obstacle to his 
nursing journey. 

According to 
Muleka, “I know I 
will make it.”

He has a learning 
strategy he adapted 
from his primary and 
secondary education in 
Congo. He has quickly 
learned to readjust his 
learning style and study 
techniques. Because 
of  his previous experi-
ence at Quinsigamond 
Community College 
in 2020 for his nursing 
journey, he is more deter-
mined. To date, Muleka 
has received a few grades 
of  “A” for examinations 
he well prepared for. The 
Practical Nursing Cohort 
of  2025 at Bay Path is the 
first to utilize ExamSoft. 
The questions go beyond 
the multiple choice and 
multiple response forms 
(in the nursing world, the 
dreaded select all that 
apply). Muleka is master-
ing the concepts! He com-
pleted Dementia Care 
training and obtained 
his certificate in Mental 
Health First Aid.

A gentle, caring new-
lywed and soon to be a 
father, he recently shared 
a note and photo he holds 
dear to his heart. 

“I was granted permis-
sion to share both the 
photo and the note,” stat-
ed Muleka. 

The handwritten note 

reads, “Flory, thank you 
for your exceptional care 
and kindness. Your ded-
ication and compassion 
have meant the world to 
me. Daily you put a smile 
on my face and helped 
me through my time / 
moments in life. I am for-
ever grateful and truly 
appreciate knowing you. 
You will make an incred-
ible nurse. Love, Coco 
2024.”

Muleka’s objective was 
to obtain a position at an 
agency where he can uti-
lize his skills and experi-
ences to make a positive 
impact. He completed his 
High School education at 
the Complex Scolaire la 
Borne (DR Congo, 2014) 
where he was a captain 
of  the Soccer Team, led a 
school choir (up to thirty 
young boys & girls), and 
c o n c e n -
trated on 
biochemis-
try. His ini-
tial expe-
rience as 
a Patient 
C a r e 
Assistant 
(PCA) at 
the Maman 
Y e m b o 
H o s p i t a l 
(DR Congo, 

2014-2016) led him to 
other opportunities as 
both PCA and Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
at Albany Medical Center 
(Albany, N.Y., 2017), 
Worcester Rehabilitation 
Healthcare Center 
(Worcester, 2019), Direct 
Support Professional at 
Becket Family Center 
(Leicester, 2020), and 
UMass Memorial Center 
(Worcester). He also has 
experience as a freelance 
preacher and motivation-
al speaker (since 2014). 
He participated in the 
first ever accepted stu-
dents’ night and enjoyed 
the art therapy. He antici-
pates graduating with his 
class in June 2025 and is 
grateful for all the learn-
ing opportunities at Bay 
Path.

Bay Path nursing student and a story 
of dedication and compassion 
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ATTENTION  
 WEST BROOKFIELD RESIDENTS

Hydrant Flushing
  The West Brookfield 

Water Department will be  

flushing hydrants

Oct 14th through Oct 25th, 2024

during the hours of 

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Flushing will cause some

disturbance in the water mains. 

The water may appear cloudy  

but will eventually dissipate.

           Please plan water use accordingly.

Flory Muleka with Coco.

BROOKFIELD 
$3,950,000, 87 Town Farm Rd, 

Town Farm Road Realty Inc, to 
Brookfield Mdws Owners As.

$275,000, 38 Town Farm Rd, 
Mutlick, John M, and Mutlick, 
Mandi M, to Techntech LLC.

EAST BROOKFIELD
None

LEICESTER
$710,000, 88-A Marshall St, 

Lempicki, Bernard A, and Morgan, 
Gail M, to Mingolelli, Joseph J.

$710,000, 90 Marshall St, Lempicki, 
Bernard A, and Morgan, Gail M, to 
Mingolelli, Joseph J.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$360,000, 20 Mill Rd, Olson, Eric, 

and Olson, Jenna, to Fish, Cody, and 
Fish, Danyelle.

$360,000, 84 Old East Brookfield 
Rd, Lori R Granger 2019 RET, 
and Granger, Lori R, to Marshall, 
Christian A, and Marshall, Jewelia 
I.

SPENCER
$833,500, 35 Marble Rd, Migliozzi, 

Anthony J, and Migliozzi, Jill A, 
to Morgan, Gail, and Lempicki, 
Bernard.

$510,000, 109 Smithville Rd, 
Hastings, Jake, and Cartee, Jaclyn, 
to Olson, Jenna, and Olson, Eric.

$450,000, 215 Main St, Bas Spencer 
LLC, to Richard Holdings LLC.

$405,000, 121 Ash St, Cistercian 
Abbey Of  Spenc, to Le, Tina, and 
Chau, Michael.

$250,000, 113 Northwest Rd, 
Citizens Bank NA, to Martiros, 
Richard.

$241,005, 26 Maple St, First 
Landing Invs LLC, to 23 Maple 
Street LLC.

$205,000, 26 Maple St, Equity TCo, 
to First Landing Inv LLC.

$171,823, 113 Northwest Rd, 
Magnone Jr, Alfred, and Citizens 
Bank NA, to Citizens Bank NA.

$115,000, 75 Browning Pond Rd, 
Cobill, James R, to Kelley, Matthew 
R, and Mccormack, Maura E.

$50,000, 26-1/2 Cherry St, Ardan, 
Mary E, to Sjc Development Inc.

WARREN
None

WEST BROOKFIELD
$350,000, 23 Nipmuck Rd, Whitford 

Cottage Ft, and Whitford-Stenzel, 
Diane, to Sokol, Gregory.

$240,000, 213 Long Hill Rd, T-C-P 
Enterprises Inc, to Zawalski, John 
D.

SNHU 
announces 

Summer 2024 
Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It is with great pleasure 
that Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) congratu-
lates the following students on being named to the Summer 
2024 Dean’s List. The summer terms run from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a min-
imum grade-point average of  3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting 
term are named to the Dean’s List. Full-time status is achieved 
by earning 12 credits over each 16-week term or paired 8-week 
terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Chelsea Sanders of  North Brookfield 
Michael Seager of  Northborough 
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) is a private, 

nonprofit, accredited institution with a 92-year history of  
educating traditional-aged students and working adults. Now 
serving more than 200,000 learners worldwide, SNHU offers 
approximately 200 accredited undergraduate, graduate and 
certificate programs, available online and on its 300-acre cam-
pus in Manchester, New Hampshire. Recognized as one of  the 
“Most Innovative” regional universities by U.S. News & World 
Report and one of  the fastest-growing universities in the 
country, SNHU is committed to expanding access to high qual-
ity, affordable pathways that meet the needs of  each learner.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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BROOKFIELD —  Showcasing 
the work of  more than 90 local 
crafters, the  45th Annual Apple 
Country Fair  will be held 
on  Saturday, Oct. 12 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the Historic 
Brookfield Town Common

This year’s Fair will also fea-
ture:

* Live Music throughout the 
day

* Lawn games and face-paint-
ing

* Baked goods and Food 
Trucks

* Raffle Drawings throughout 
the day including a 50/50

* Apple Pie Baking Contest

Fair-goers can browse and buy 
hand-knit sweaters and blan-
kets, carved wooden bowls and 
décor, beaded jewelry, specialty 
soaps and lotions, hand-crafted 
toys, locally-produced honey, 
and more.

The raffle will offer chanc-
es to win prizes including the 
community-stitched Quilt, fam-
ily passes to local museums and 
attractions, and gift certificates 
to local restaurants and stores.

The Fair is held outside on 
The Common rain or shine.

For more information, visit: 
Facebook: applecountryfair
Instagram: applecountry-

fair01506
X(Twitter): ACF01506
TikTok: applecountry-

fair01506
The Brookfield Community 

Club has been organizing the 
Apple Country Fair since 1979.  
Originally, the money raised at 
the Fair helped pay transpor-
tation costs for the Brookfield 
Elementary School’s annual 
sixth-grade class to attend an 
environmental program at Camp 
Bournedale on Cape Cod.   Now 
the funds generated help to pro-
vide grant money for a number 
of  community service projects, 
including holiday programs 

for Brookfield 
seniors.   For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , 
please visit  www.
AppleCountryFair.
com.

WORCESTER — CASA’s 6th annu-
al Champions for Children signature 
fundraiser brought in a record-break-
ing amount of  more than $150,000 to 
support their mission to advocate for 
and support youth impacted by the fos-
ter care system in Worcester County. 

The event was hosted for the second 
time at the Top of  the Tower, Worcester’s 
newest and hottest event venue located 
at 446 Main St., owned and managed 
by Synergy, a Boston-based real estate 
investment and services company. An 
evening to celebrate and sustain CASA’s 
work, honor supporters, and share 
stories of  impact, the event shattered 
last year’s record of  $110,000 raised. 
Champions for Children was held on 
Thursday, Sept. 12, and featured several 
local restaurants and food vendors serv-
ing their unique multicultural cuisine, 
live entertainment, and a chance for 
guests to win a trip to Costa Rica. 

The event honored select members of  
the CASA community, thanking them 
for their important roles in advancing 
the work of  the organization. Honorees 
included District Attorney Joseph Early, 
Jr.; Mary O’Coin, director of  the United 

Way of  South Central MA; and long-
time volunteers Deborah McDonnell 
and Elizabeth Young. 

Under the leadership of  executive 
director Julie Bowditch and event 
chairwoman and board member Liz 
Estabrooks, the event celebrates the 
diverse community of  Worcester County 
and brings together supporters from all 
over the region. Attendees included city 
and state representatives such as Mayor 
Joe Petty, school committee member 
Molly McCullough, state senators 
Robyn Kennedy and Michael Moore, 
state representative David Lebeouf, and 
Governor’s Councilor Paul DePalo, as 
well as business and community leaders 
in the region. Lead sponsors included 
Top of  the Tower, Lee Tesconi & Family, 
JoyGuru Humanitarian Services, Inc., 
Central MA Productions, Wednesday’s 
Child, Plumb House, Carr Financial 
Group, and Peter Wyman & Family. 

Bowditch said, “We are overwhelmed 
with gratitude. Each time I believe our 
community cannot outdo itself  in sup-
porting the youth and families we serve, 
it does!” 

During her remarks at the event, she 

challenged guests to remember a pivot-
al adult who positively changed their 
lives when they were growing up and 
reminded them that each of  us has 
the power to fill that role for today’s 
most vulnerable youth – as family mem-
bers, neighbors, educators, mentors, 
and as part of  the CASA community. 
CASA Project Worcester County is a 
nonprofit organization appointed by 
juvenile court judges to the most chal-
lenging cases to provide best-interest, 
unbiased information to the court and 
amplify the needs and wishes of  the 
youth on the cases. Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASAs) are care-
fully screened and trained communi-
ty volunteers who support hundreds 
of  foster-involved youth throughout 
the county each year. CASA Project 
Worcester County is a member of  the 
National CASA Association and the old-
est and largest of  seven programs of  its 
kind in the state. 
Learn more or get 
involved at www.
thecasaproject.
org.

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 
It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University  (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students 
on being named to the Summer 2024 
President’s List. The summer terms run 
from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students 
who have earned a minimum grade-
point average of  3.700 and above for 
the reporting term are named to the 
President’s List. Full-time status is 
achieved by earning 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, winter/spring, and sum-
mer.

C h a r l o t t e 
NeSmith of  West 
Brookfield 

Kyle Paquette of  
Spencer 

Emily Alicea of  
Spencer 

V a l e r i a 
Contreras of  
North Brookfield

Claire Kuchinski 
of  Leicester 

Krysta Tarves of  
East Brookfield 

S o u t h e r n 
New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) 
is a private, non-
profit, accredited 
institution with 
a 92-year history 
of  educating tra-

ditional-aged students and working 
adults. Now serving more than 200,000 
learners worldwide, SNHU offers 
approximately 200 accredited under-
graduate, graduate and certificate 
programs, available online and on its 
300-acre campus in Manchester, New 
Hampshire. Recognized as one of  the 
“Most Innovative” regional universities 
by U.S. News & World Report and one of  
the fastest-growing universities in the 
country, SNHU is committed to expand-
ing access to high quality, affordable 
pathways that meet the needs of  each 
learner.

TIPTOP
COUNTRY STORE

October 12 on the Brookfield
Common from 10 - 2

turns twenty!

Apple Country Fair
Celebrate with us at the

Stop by our booth
for 10% off coupons
and information on

how you can get
involved in our 

co-op!

Visit our store at 
8 Central St in
Brookfield for

healthy, local, and
fair-trade food and

gifts.

PROMOTION ENDS October 19th, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends October 19, 2024

37

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

FALL
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

NOTICE
HYDRANT FLUSHING

TOWN OF SPENCER
The Town of Spencer Water Department will be flushing fire 
hydrants throughout the eastern part of the distribution sys-
tem starting September 30th thru October 31st 2024.
Flushing removes sediment from the water mains to help 
maintain water quality. When the Water Department staff is in 
the immediate area, residents could experience loss of
pressure and short periods of rusty water. We are sorry for any 
inconvenience this may cause. A daily list of the flushing loca-
tions will be posted on the Spencer town website www.spen-
cerma.gov each day by 8:00AM (click on Departments, then 
click Water Department, then click Hydrant Flushing 2024). If 
you have any concerns, please feel free to contact the Spencer 
Water Department office at 508-885-7525. Thank you.

TOWN OF POMFRET
PART-TIME FINANCE MANAGER/TREASURER

The Town of Pomfret seeks to hire a PT Finance Manager/Treasurer re-
sponsible for the management of  Town funds as required by CT General 
Statutes. Responsibilities to include receipt and deposit of town funds, 
reconciliation of accounts, investment of town monies, preparation of 
audit requirements and work with auditors during annual audits, perform 
any and all duties as may be required with this position and as required 
under CT General Statutes. Must work in cooperation with municipal of-
ficials and provide financial reports as needed.  Must be able to work 
independently.
Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting or related field or five years of relat-
ed experience in accounting/bookkeeping, preferably in a municipal 
office. Efficient knowledge of Microsoft Office including Excel and Word 
and accounting softwares.  This is a part-time position of up to 22 hours 
per week with some flexibility dependent upon varying workload 
throughout the year.  Salary dependent upon qualifications and experi-
ence.  Interested persons should forward resume/application and three 
references to the Selectman’s Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT  
06259.  Application and full job description is available at www.pom-
fretct.gov/first-selectmans-office . Position is open until filled.  EEO/AA

CASA Project Worcester County hosts 
record-breaking fundraising and awards event

Apple Country Fair returns Oct. 12 

SNHU announces Summer 
2024 President’s List
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
Leicester Knights of 
Columbus hosting 

family dinner
LEICESTER — The Leicester Knights 

of  Columbus invite local guests to enjoy 
a family dinner this month.

The event is set for Wednesday, Oct. 9, 
at 6 p.m. The cost is $15 per person.

The meal includes a salad; a choice 
of  pot roast or baked fish; coffee; and a 
dessert.

To register for the event, contact Don 
by phone at 508-615-8434, or by email 
at ohno7g7@yahoo.com.

The Leicester Knights of  Columbus is 
located at 90 Manville St.

Swan Tavern observes 
250th anniversary of 

Revolution
LEICESTER —  The Swan Tavern 

Leicester Historical Museum is con-
tinuing its observances of  the 250th 
Anniversary of  the American 
Revolution.

At 7 p.m. this Friday, Oct. 4, Leicester 
resident and historical reenactor Justin 
Murray, a Sergeant in the Grenadier 
Company of  the 10th Regiment of  Foot, 
will conduct a presentation on the 
equipment and daily life of  a soldier 
serving in the British Army during the 
Revolution. Come meet one of  His 
Majesty’s soldiers.

Later this month, Kevin Driscoll will 
present the works of  Edgar Allen Poe 
on Thursday, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m. Drop in 
for some spooky tales this Halloween 
season.

Spencer PD  
supports 

Worcester 
Community 

Action Council
SPENCER —  The Worcester 

Community Action Council received 
strong support from the Spencer Police 
Department ahead of  last week’s com-
munity clinic.

“The Spencer Police Department sup-
ports the Worcester Community Action 
Council community clinic,” read a state-
ment released by the SPD in advance of  
the Sept. 27 clinic.

The program took place at 70 Winslow 
Ave. in Leicester. Free to all local res-
idents, the event was highlighted by a 
resource fair that assisted guests with 
applying for benefits such as RAFT, 
SNAP, and Financial Empowerment 
Coaching.

The program also provided guests 
with assistance in tax preparations, 
ITIN applications, and other services. 

The SPD is thanked for helping to 
highlight the program to local residents. 

To learn more about the council and 
its offerings that assist residents across 
central Massachusetts, visit https://
wcac.net.

“Worcester Community Action 
Council’s mission is helping peo-
ple move to economic self-sufficiency 
through programs, partnerships, and 
advocacy,” read a statement released by 
the organization. 

18th Annual Apple Run/
Walk set for Oct. 26

NORTH BROOKFIELD —  The 18th 
annual five-mile Apple Run/Walk for 
diabetes will take place this month.

The event is set for Saturday, Oct. 26, 
at Brookfield Orchards (12 Lincoln Rd.).  

The program is hosted by the Lions 
Club of  the Brookfields. Proceeds will 
benefit the Clara Barton Diabetes 
Camp in Oxford and the Diabetes 
Research Team at the University of  
Massachusetts.  

“The event in prior years has raised 
over $37,000 in donations for these 
two organizations,” read a statement 
released by organizers. “The race is pro-
fessionally timed, and cash prizes will 
be awarded to the men’s and women’s 
first and second place finishers.”  

Registration for the event will take 
place from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Walkers will begin the course at 10:30 
a.m. Runners will get started at 11 a.m.  

The early registration entry fee is $20 
for adults and $15 for children age 17 and 
younger. 

If  you register on race day, add $5 to 
the prices listed above.

Event leaders thank all supporters 
and sponsors of  the program, as well as 
community members for their ongoing 
support.

“Oakholm Brewery of  Brookfield will 
return as a sponsor this year, and will 
be on site at the event with a compli-
mentary beer for each registered run-
ner and walker at the completion of  
the course,” the promotional statement 
read.  

For more information about the event, 
including a link to the online registra-
tion form, visit http://brookfieldslions-
club.org.
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REGION —  The art-
ists and artisans of  
central Massachusetts  
Backroads Studio Tour 
will once again be open-
ing their studios this fall, 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
Oct. 5 and 6 from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.   in the towns 
of    Petersham, Barre, 
Oakham, New Braintree, 
West Brookfield, North 
Brookfield and Spencer.  

This year the tour 
gladly welcomes back 
Tracy Crane from West 
Brookfield.   Tracy uses a 
wide variety of  mediums 
to create her art including 
inks, glass, buttons, cut 
paper and resin.  Her var-
ied works have an acces-
sible simplicity and cap-
ture one’s eye and inter-
est.   Tracy’s work can 
be found year round at 
Worcester Art and Frame 
in West Brookfield.

In the town of  
Petersham Sylvia Brown 
will showcase her line 
of  contemporary classic 
leather handbags, beauti-
ful garments, belts, brief-
cases and luggage. 

In the town of  Barre, 
you will find three stu-
dios including Deer Run 
Studio where metalsmith 
Bonnie Waterhouse 

works with sterling sil-
ver, semiprecious stones, 
fused glass and crystals 
to create rings, bracelets, 
necklaces, earrings and 
ornaments. 

  
Across the street from 

Bonnie is Sue Morello of  
Sheldon Farm Baskets.  
Sue creates beautiful 
baskets in a variety of  
shapes and sizes, many of  
which are hand painted 
with lovely designs.

A short drive from Sue 
and Bonnie takes you to 
Stained Glass by Robert 
Hill.  Robert enjoys build-
ing artwork from glass 
that has texture and char-
acter.   His favorite  piec-
es are those designed for 
gardens.  

In the town of  Oakham, 
one will find Dena Hengst 
showcasing her beauti-
ful paintings, prints and 
notecards, many of  which 
depict ocean shores, 
waterfalls and water sur-
faces. Dena also creates 
abstract pieces and looks 
forward to sharing her 
techniques with her vis-
itors.

Another short drive 
takes one to New 
Braintree, where you can 
visit   David Thompson’s 

wood shop studio. There, 
you will find a collection 
of  handcrafted one-of-a-
kind spoons, bowls and 
kitchenware.   Dave also 
builds a variety of  unique 
interior and exterior fur-
niture pieces.  

Nearby in North 
Brookfield, one can find 
Brookfield Paperworks 
where Elisabeth Hyder 
will welcome you to view 
her beautiful boxes, jour-
nals, cards, framed art 
and collages.  Vibrant col-
ors and beautiful design 
combine to create gor-
geous “art you can use.”

In the town of  Spencer 
this year, you will find 
Lou Meyerdierks creating 
beautiful table runners, 
penny rugs and holiday 
pieces, using techniques 
of  wool applique, rug 
hooking, needle punch 
and counted cross stitch.   

So come and be inspired 
by the different studios 
and demonstrations  this 
self-guided tour has to 
offer, while experiencing 
the autumn beauty of  
our serene New England 
backroads.   For more 
information and a map, 
please visit our Web site 
at  backroadsstudiotour.
org .

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 9/30/24 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

gbmaintco.com

 UARANTEED
     BUILDING MAINTENANCE G

GUTTER CLEANINGS

Courtesy

Leicester Elementary School PTO members recently presented the Select Board with a check.

PTO presents Leicester 
selectmen with donation 
LEICESTER — At the Select Board meeting on Sept. 23, the Leicester Elementary 

School PTO presented board members with a $5,000 check.
The money was used to purchase 90 yards of  mulch for the elementary school 

playground. Funds also helped pay for flooring to replace the carpet in the school’s 
main entryway. 

“All of  the Leicester School Committee members were in attendance, and they 
thanked the PTO for always going above and beyond for our students,” read a state-
ment released by the school department. 

Leicester Public Schools Superintendent Brett Kustigian also recognized the 
group for its commitment to providing students with a safe and healthy learning 
environment.     

WORCESTER — Girls 
on the Run Worcester 
County is excited to 
announce its first annu-
al Sneaker Soiree, set to 
take place on Oct. 24 at 
Worcester Country Club 
in Worcester. This special 
event, proudly sponsored 
by UMass Memorial 
Health, aims to celebrate 
and support the empow-
erment of  young girls 
through the transforma-
tive power of  running.

Kicking off  Girls on the 
Run Worcester County’s 
10th anniversary, the 
Sneaker Soiree will fea-
ture an evening of  fun, 
inspiration, and commu-
nity spirit. Attendees can 
look forward to:

·        Silent Auction: Bid 
on exclusive items and 
experiences generously 
donated by local busi-
nesses and supporters.

·        Guest Speakers: 
Hear inspiring stories 
from Girls on the Run 
participants and commu-
nity leaders, including a 
special keynote address 
by Molly Barker, found-
er of  Girls on the Run 

International.
·        Delicious Food and 

Drinks: Savor a variety 
of  culinary delights and 
beverages.

·        Music and 
Entertainment: Wear 
comfortable sneakers and 
hit the dance floor.

“We are thrilled to host 
our first Sneaker Soiree 
and bring together our 
community to support 
the incredible work of  
Girls on the Run,” said 
Karen Spencer, Executive 
Director of  Girls on the 
Run Worcester County. 
“This event is a wonder-
ful opportunity to cele-
brate the achievements 
of  our girls and ensure we 
can continue to provide 
impactful programs.”

UMass Memorial 
Health, the largest health-
care system in the region, 
is committed to support-
ing community initia-
tives that promote health 
and well-being. 

“We are proud to spon-
sor the Sneaker Soiree 
and support Girls on the 
Run Worcester County 
in its mission to empow-

er young girls,” said 
Victoria McCandless, 
UMass Memorial Health, 
Chief  of  Staff  and CEO 
Communications Officer. 
“Their work aligns with 
our commitment to fos-
tering a healthy commu-
nity.”

Girls on the Run 
Worcester County is a 
nonprofit organization 
dedicated to empower-
ing young girls through 
a unique program that 
combines physical activ-
ity with important life 
skills. The program 
encourages girls to devel-
op self-confidence, build 
healthy relationships, 
and make positive deci-
sions.

Tickets for the Sneaker 
Soiree are available now 
and can be purchased 
online at www.gotr-worc.
org/sneaker-soiree. All 
proceeds from the event 
will directly support Girls 
on the Run Worcester 
County’s programs and 
scholarships.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
BROOKFIELD — Local 

guests and families are 
invited to take part in a 
busy schedule of  events 
this fall at Merrick Public 
Library.

Library officials are 
excited to announce a 
new monthly preschool 
program, “Music and 
Movement.” Join local 
musician Julie Stepanek 
for fun, educational ses-
sions that include plenty 
of  songs kids know and 
love.

“Stretch, move, sing, 
and dance—all while 
developing early litera-
cy skills through music 
and rhythm,” read a 
statement released by 
Library Director Brenda 
Metterville. “Stop by and 
join the fun. This pro-
gram is free to attend, 
and no registration is 
required.”  

Stepanek will visit the 

library at 11:30 a.m. on 
Oct. 11, Nov. 6, Dec. 11, 
Jan. 8, Feb. 12, March 12, 
April 9, and May 14. 

Meanwhile, the 
Friends of  Merrick 
Public Library will host 
their annual silent auc-
tion at the library from 
Sept. 28 to Oct. 26. All auc-
tion items were received 
by donation, and the 
proceeds will help the 
Friends fund library pro-
grams and events. 

Bids may be placed 
on items throughout the 
month, and the highest 
bidder at the end of  the 
auction will win the item. 
Bidding closes at 12:45 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 26. 

Guests are also invited 
to visit Merrick Public 
Library on Thursday, 
Nov. 7, at 6 p.m. for Ronny 
LeBlanc’s presentation, 
“What Is Bigfoot?” 

“A globally recognized 
figure in the world of  
paranormal, Bigfoot, and 
UFOs, Ronny LeBlanc is 

an independent research-
er, screenwriter, speaker, 
and bestselling author,” 
read a statement released 
by library officials. “His 
passion, fun-loving per-
sonality, and sense of  
humor have paved the 
way for him to bring the 
subject matter of  UFOs 
and Bigfoot to the main-
stream public.” 

To learn more about 
LeBlanc, visit  ronnyleb-
lanc.com. This event is 
free to the public, and no 
registration is required. 

The Merrick Public 
Library staff  thanks 
the Art and Elizabeth 
Jay Fund, as well as the 
Jeppson Memorial Fund, 
for their continued sup-
port of  library programs.

Merrick Public Library 
is located at 2 Lincoln 
St. To learn more about 
upcoming library pro-
grams, or to sign up for 
an activity, call 508-867-
6339.

Artists announced for 2024 
Backroads Studio Tour

Girls on the Run Worcester 
County hosts first Sneaker 

Soirée sponsored by UMass 
Memorial Health

Merrick Library offers 
busy schedule of fall events
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As an investor, you’ll always need to 
deal with risk of  some kind. But how 
can you manage the risk that’s been 
made clear by the recent volatility in 
the financial markets? The answer to 
this question may depend on where you 
are in life.

Let’s start with the risks associat-
ed with investing. There’s not a single 
investment risk because different types 
of  investments carry different types of  
risk. Here’s a look at three investment 
categories and some of  the risks con-
nected with them:

Stocks –  When you invest in stocks 
or stock-based mutual funds, you will 
incur the risk that the value of  your 
investments may decline. Stock prices 
can fall for any number of  reasons – 
lower-than-expected earnings, a change 
in management, change in consumer 
tastes, and so on. Although the histor-
ical trend for stocks has been positive, 
there will always be periods when pric-
es are down. One way to help defend 
against this volatility is to hold stocks 
for the long term, rather than constant-
ly buying and selling, and to own a mix 
of  stocks from different industries and 
even different countries.

Bonds –  When market interest rates 
rise, the value of  your bonds can decline 
because investors won’t pay full price 
for them when they can get the newer 
ones that offer higher rates. Another 
type of  risk associated with bonds is 
credit risk, which essentially describes 
the risk that the bond issuer may 
default, potentially disrupting your flow 
of  interest payments. However, you can 
help mitigate this risk by purchasing 
investment-grade bonds that receive the 
highest credit ratings from independent 
rating agencies.

Certificates of  deposit (CDs) 
–  Although CDs are generally consid-
ered safe because their principal is 
guaranteed, they do carry reinvestment 
risk — the risk that you won’t be able 
to reinvest the proceeds of  a maturing 
CD at the same interest rate. To help 
protect against this risk, you could own 
CDs of  varying maturities. When mar-
ket rates are low, you’ll still have your 
longer-term CDs paying higher interest, 
and when market rates rise, you can 
reinvest the money from your maturing 
shorter-term CDs into the new, high-
er-paying ones.

Now, let’s turn to a completely differ-
ent type of  risk — the risk of  not invest-
ing. And this risk is easy to understand: 
If  you don’t invest, or if  you consis-
tently invest only in the most conser-
vative vehicles, your money may not 
grow enough to allow you to reach your 
important long-term goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement.

Of  course, this doesn’t mean you 
should never own conservative invest-
ments, including CDs and some types of  
bonds. When you’re saving for a short-
term goal, such as a down payment on 
a house, a wedding or a long vacation, 
you want the money to be there when 
you need it, so an investment that offers 
protection of  principal may be appro-
priate, even if  it doesn’t provide much 
in the way of  growth.

For those long-term goals, though, 
you may need to build an investment 
portfolio that contains growth potential 
and that reflects your personal risk 
tolerance and time horizon. Over time, 
your risk tolerance may change. As 
you get closer to retirement, you may 
want to take a somewhat more conser-
vative approach — but you’ll always 
need some elements of  growth.

When you invest, risk can’t be elimi-
nated, but it can be managed. Keeping 
this in mind, consider a long-term 
investment strategy that allows for risk 
but also offers the possibility of  reward.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or  trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Know the 
risks of 

investing 
— and not 
investingDon’t 

believe 
everything 
you hear

Election season is upon us, and 
with it comes the barrage of  cam-
paign ads, glossy fliers, and endless 
political chatter. While these tools 
are designed to catch our atten-
tion, it’s crucial to remember that 
not everything we hear or see in 
campaign materials is the truth. 
Smear campaigns are the dark side 
of  politics—filled with half-truths, 
cherry-picked data, and sometimes 
outright lies meant to sway our 
opinions.

It’s easy to get caught up in the 
sound bites and headlines, but it’s 
our responsibility as voters to dig 
deeper. Before you decide on a can-
didate, do your own research. Look 
beyond the fliers in your mailbox 
and the dramatic ads on TV. Seek 
out multiple sources of  informa-
tion, read up on the issues, and 
fact-check statements. Use reliable, 
unbiased resources to get a clearer 
picture of  where each candidate 
truly stands. Be an informed voter. 

Remember, the most genuine 
candidates are the ones who show 
up to serve their communities and 
work for what’s best for all of  us, 
not just to win votes. These candi-
dates can be found at every level 
of  government, but they may not 
always be the loudest or flashi-
est. By doing your own homework 
and looking for those who prior-
itize the well-being of  their fel-
low Americans over party politics 
or personal gain, you can cast an 
informed vote that reflects your 
values. So, don’t just take campaign 
ads at face value—take the time to 
research and choose the candidate 
who is truly committed to making 
a difference.

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com
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Frank G. Chilinski
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To the Editor:
Reality TV — what an interesting 

form of  entertainment!  “Contestants” 
are often encouraged to introduce 
more drama and controversy because 
this apparently improves viewer rat-
ings.  Sometimes I think the popularity 
of  reality TV has created an America 
that thrives on this drama.  What will 
another season of  Trump presidency 
bring?  He has promised a season of  
retribution.  Apparently, he and his 
billionaire sponsors want to turn back 
the clock to a time of  “Greatness.” 
How far back should we go, to the days 
of  the Roman empire?  Should we 
bring back the glory of  trial by combat, 
or the placing of  people perceived as 
political threats in an arena filled with 
hungry lions?

	 How do we rate our con-
testants in the current season?  In 
a recent “contest” between former 
President Donald Trump and current 
rival Vice President Kamala Harris, 
Trump claimed victory, citing polls 
that favored him by as much as 90 
percent.  And he accomplished that 
“victory” with little or no preparation.  
But why would he need it?  His stable 
genius brain would surely provide him 
with any answer he needed.  Haitian 
immigrants eating our pet dogs and 
cats!  What a stroke of  genius!  And 
of  course, Harris must have cheated.  
How else could she possibly know that 
she might receive questions concern-
ing the crisis at the border, the econo-
my, and women’s rights?

	 If  Trump, by some twist of  
fate, loses the coming election, will he 
pull a gracious concession speech out 
of  that stable genius brain of  his, a 
speech that inspires unity in this time 
of  overwhelming division?  In a return 
to my reality, I will try to pull a couple 
thoughts from my fairly stable, but less 
genius brain.  A substantial number of  
psychologists have diagnosed Trump 
as suffering from a condition known as 
malignant narcissism, and they warn 
of  the imminent danger of  such a per-
son being placed in a position of  power.  
Even prominent Republicans like Mitt 
Romney and Dick Cheney warn of  the 
danger of  a second season of  Trump.  
But of  course, they are clearly RINOs 
(Republican in Name Only) who dare 
to defy the supreme leader of  the cur-
rent Republican party.

	 What is a malignant narcis-
sist, and how could Trump deserve 
such a label?  There is no laboratory 
test that identifies this condition, only 
a constellation of  observed behaviors.  
The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
of  Mental Disorders (DSM), currently 
in its fifth edition, serves as a roadmap 
for psychologists to aid them in their 
diagnoses.  Experts often use the term 

malignant narcissism to describe a 
combination of  antisocial personality 
disorder and narcissistic personality 
disorder (adding a pinch of  aggres-
sion, sadism, and paranoia). 

	 The fifth edition of  DSM 
(DSM-5) describes behaviors of  peo-
ple afflicted with antisocial personal-
ity disorder (APD) to include: 1) fail-
ure to obey laws or social norms, 2) 
lack of  remorse for actions, 3) lying 
or manipulating others for profit or 
amusement. Characteristics associat-
ed with narcissistic personality dis-
order (NPD) include: 1) a grandiose 
sense of  self-importance, 2) persistent 
fantasies about unlimited success and 
power, 3) constant need for attention, 
admiration, and praise, 4) a sense of  
entitlement and expectation of  spe-
cial treatment, 5) a sense of  arrogance 
shown in behaviors or attitudes, and 6) 
a lack of  empathy or unwillingness/ 
inability to recognize the needs and 
feelings of  others.

	 The community of  Springfield, 
Ohio suffered bomb threats following 
Trump’s story (proven false) of  the 
perilous plight of  dogs and cats at 
the hands of  immigrants there.  Has 
anyone heard Trump express any 
remorse or an apology for his divi-
sive, condemning, and potentially dan-
gerous rhetoric?  Does anyone expect 
Trump to concede defeat in the com-
ing election, regardless of  outcome?  
Has Trump shown any empathy for 
the plight of  women who have failed 
to receive timely life-saving treatment 
because their state of  residence has 
decided to introduce punitive mea-
sures for doctors who fail to abide by 
recently introduced draconian regu-
lations?  Are you concerned that a 
Supreme Court catering to the wishes 
of  Trump has ruled that the President 
can be entitled to disobey laws or social 
norms?  This additional power pro-
vided to a person suffering both APD 
and NPD creates a very dangerous 
situation, especially if  that person has 
access to the nuclear codes.  Do you see 
this potential danger?  If  not, perhaps 
I should have discussed cult mentality 
and the inability of  followers to ques-
tion the motivations of  their leader.

	 Speaking of  cults, [recently in 
Pennsylvania, Trump addressed the 
women of  America, saying “You will 
be protected, and I will be your protec-
tor.”  “Women will be happy, healthy, 
confident, and free.”  He also posted 
an image of  himself  next to the Holy 
Bible.  It stated “Trump, endorsed by 
Jesus Christ.”   Is Donald Trump the 
leader of  a political party or a cult?       

David W. Brown
North Brookfield 

Is Trump leading a political party or a cult?

To the Editor:
Since the Biden/Harris 

Administration entered our White 
House in January 2021 and almost 
immediately opened our borders to 
give illegal aliens a revolving door 
to come into our country unvetted, 
our once beautiful nation has become 
a criminal war zone! It’s estimated 
that at least 18 million illegals have 
crossed into our country!  The corrupt 
Democrats are also flying them in, not 
for humanitarian reasons; it’s for ille-
gal votes!   The Democrats know they 
cannot win this election unless they 
get illegals to cheat in this election, 
also.  

Every state has become a border 
state with illegal alien criminals.  
They have murdered, raped, assault-

ed and stolen from Americans.   They 
have taxed our schools, healthcare sys-
tems, housing, food services, police 
and fire departments, judicial system 
and government.

President Trump is the only candi-
date who has said, if  elected, he will 
deport these illegal invaders from our 
country and restore peace once again!  
Harris, the Border Czar, will not!

The illegal alien invasion has led 
to inflation, higher food and fuel 
prices, and deaths of  thousands of  
Americans due to the trafficking of  
Fentanyl across the open borders.

The Presidential choice is sim-
ple: Vote Donald J. Trump to  “Save 
America!”

Linda Buckley
Leicester

2024 Presidential election begins and ends 
with the southern and northern borders

Editorial

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

To the Editor:
God made a promise to Israel 

(Abraham) that the nation Israel, 
through Abraham, that is very explic-
it. God will bless those who bless Israel, 
and whoever curses Israel God will 
curse, and all the people on earth who 
bless Israel will be blessed (Genesis 
12:2-3). The choice is yours, ours; honor 
Israel through God and receive the 
benefits, or dishonor and suffer the 
consequences. This is also confirmed 
in Acts 3:25. God promised Abraham 
that God would bless the world through 
Abraham’s descendants, the Jewish 
people, Israel. This is also confirmed 
in Galatians 3:8. 

The question is, who are the real 
children of  Abraham God has made 
this promise to? The children of  
Abraham, Israel, are those who have 
faith in God. If  we, you, today have 

faith in God, believers from our heart, 
then all believers in this country and 
nation will share in Abraham, Israel’s 
blessings; this is a promise to us today 
when we support Israel.

This is our choice: support Israel 
and experience God’s blessings and/
or deny Israel and experience God’s 
wrath.

Caution: God cannot be deceived. 
God knows our heart better than we 
do. I am also responding to Mr. Steve 
Tsihlis of  West Brookfield’s letter in 
Viewpoint, “President Trump,” and 
Mr. Mark Robillard of  Spencer’s letter 
in Viewpoint, “Kamala’s Nonsense,” 
informing us who the best person to 
protect this country, USA, is.

Dwell in peace!
Roland Blais

Brookfield

Do not mess with Israel and Jerusalem!
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Scents are powerful 
- just a small whiff  of  
certain smells can fuel 
emotions.   From alter-
ing moods and sparking 
memories to creating 
calm and promoting 
focus, fragrance can be 
very influential in our 
everyday lives.

Autumn in New 
England offers an abun-
dance of  native sights 
and scents that can be 
captured as everlasting 
fragrance for the home. 
Read on for a few simple 
recipes to bring the spec-
tacular fragrance of  the 
fall season indoors for 
months to come. 

**
 
Autumn Potpourri 

Mix: This all natural pot-
pourri mix recalls walks 
along country roads this 
time of  year. A few drops 
of  essential oil may be 
added to boost the scent 
as the mixture ages.

Note: This makes a 
great host or holiday 
gift.

 
Ingredients: Dried 

slices of  two Red or 
Golden Delicious apples 
(or other hardy New 
England variety); dried 
slices of  one orange; 
eight cinnamon sticks; 
one tablespoon nut-
megs; three tablespoons 

whole cloves; 2 Whole 
nutmegs; Filler: acorns,  
dried leaves, bark piec-
es, pinecones, etc.  

Directions: Break up 
(or smash) the cinna-
mon sticks and some 
of  the whole cloves to 
release fragrance.   Mix 
together all ingredients, 
gently folding in apple 
and orange slices last.   
Place in an open bowl or 
pack in a clear glass jar 
for gift giving or later 
use. 

**
 
Pie Spice Sachets: The 

sweet scent of  freshly 
baked apple and pump-
kin pies can be resur-
rected every time you 
reconstitute these 
essence filled sachets.  
Best of  all, these can be 
used both to scent the air 
and to spice up cider!

 
Ingredients:  2 table-

spoons pumpkin pie 
spice; 4 teaspoons 
ground cinnamon; 2 tea-
spoons nutmeg; 2 table-
spoons applesauce

Mix the applesauce 
and spices together in a 
bowl. Dough will be very 
stiff. Pinch off  small 
pieces of  dough and roll 
into balls.   Press down 
to form discs, about an 
inch or so.  Bake in a 275 
degree oven for about 

two hours or until fully 
dry and firm.   Allow to 
cool and harden.  

To use for simmering 
potpourri:  Drop one disc 
into a couple of  inches 
of  simmering water. 

To use as spice sachet:  
Drop disc into Preheat 
oven to 275 degrees and 
bake for 1 1/2 hours until 
dry and firm. Cool. Use 
as a simmering potpour-
ri by simply dropping in 
boiling water. To use as a 
spice, drop into contain-
er of  simmering cider. 

**
 
Autumn Wax 

Tarts (Recycled can-
dles):  Making fragrance 
tarts is easy (and free) if  
you’ve collected all your 
autumn fragranced can-
dle ends throughout the 
year. 

 
Ingredients: Leftover 

candle wax; foil cupcake 
wrappers.

Directions: Carefully 
melt leftover candle bits 

in a double boiler or in 
the microwave. Remove 
wicks and black bits 
from melted wax.   Line 
a cupcake pan with 
aluminum foil cupcake 
wrappers.   Pour about 
an inch of  wax into 
each aluminum wrap-
per.   Allow to cool, then 
remove wrapper from 
tin and peel off  tart. 

**
 
Great Gourds!:  Now 

that your house boasts 
the aroma of  autumn, 
why not do a little deco-
rating, compliments of  
Mother Nature?  Gourds 
are plentiful this time 
of  year, and let’s face it, 
gourds have only one 
main claim to fame: 
Their interesting colors 
and shapes make them a 
fantastic fall decorating 
tool.  

Talented and imag-
inative artisans have 
formed everything 
from utilitarian bowls 
to musical instruments 
out of  gourds, although 
mainstream offerings 
are likely to include 
a creative mix of  bas-
kets, candleholders, 
birdhouses and vases.  
Gourds, both large and 
small are plentiful and 
whimsical, with a high 
“personality quota.”  
Tossing interestingly 
shaped gourds in a bowl 
creates an instant cen-
terpiece.  Or place hand-
fuls of  colorful gourds 
around an outside entry-
way display to fill the 
gaps between pumpkins, 
mums and cornstalks. 

Gourds, with their 
contrast of  color and 
textures, are the perfect 
candidate for an inter-

esting craft project. 
Whether you choose 
to make a vase, bowl 
or birdhouse, drying, 
cutting and cleaning 
the gourds are import-
ant chores to complete. 
Much like carving a 
Jack-O-Lantern, the 
top of  a gourd must be 
cut off  and the inside 
scraped clean.      Here’s 
the method to dry 
gourds, as noted in pre-
vious columns:

 
To do: Scrape out all 

inside dried membranes 
and seeds. This can be 
tedious, but it is nec-
essary to avoid rot. To 
ensure a smooth inside 
surface as for gourd 
bowls, sand inside with 
a wire brush drill attach-
ment. 

To dry out decorative 
thin-skinned gourds, 
clean them in warm, 
soapy water containing 
a household disinfec-
tant. Dry gourds with a 
cloth and spread them 
on newspaper in a warm, 
dry place. After a week, 
wipe them with a cloth 
moistened only with dis-
infectant. Again, spread 
gourds to dry, now in a 
warm, dark, damp-free 
spot for about a month. 
Every other day, turn 
them. When seeds rattle 
inside, they are proper-
ly seasoned. Small, thin 
shelled gourds will dry 
in less than a month, and 
large ones can take up 
to six months. If  mold 
appears during the dry-
ing process, scrape it 
off  with a knife. Thin-
shelled gourds dry best 
when hung in a mesh 
bag.

You can finish your 

bowl or vase by stain-
ing, painting, or using 
leather dye on it. The 
leather dye provides a 
vintage look and is eas-
iest to apply for a first 
time project. After the 
dye has dried, apply a 
protectant, such as var-
nish or wax.

**
**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great three course din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic 
Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per 
month will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful 
hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?   Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?    If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.

Spice Up Your Space with DIY Fall Scents

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Despicable letter
To the Editor:
Despicable – During the debate between Harris and Trump, Trump dropped 

the bomb that Haitian immigrants were stealing and eating the pets of  people in 
Springfield, Ohio. I remember VP Harris looking at him with disbelief. I shared her 
disbelief. Let’s remember that Trump has said repeatedly that millions of  illegal 
immigrants are crossing the Mexican border and are poisoning the blood of  U.S. 
citizens.  He has called them vermin and terrorists. His rhetoric toward ”illegal 
immigrants” has been vile and hateful. In a previous letter I have called Trump the 
“liar in chief.”  I still think it applies.

Trump advised Speaker Johnson not to bring the bipartisan bill from the Senate 
that would have addressed problems at the border. He wanted to use “border prob-
lems” as a campaign issue. And now he was incriminating the Haitians in Ohio of  
behavior that was a lie. But he made the lie about Haitians be evidence that these 
are illegal people crossing the border. Trump has no shame.

JD Vance has become a willing assistant “liar in chief.” He told a CNN reporter 
that he would tell stories to make a point if  necessary.  She questioned whether 
there was truth to the story being told by Vance and Trump that Haitians were 
stealing and eating people’s pets in Springfield, Ohio.  His reply was that he was 
only repeating stories from his constituents. Liar, liar.  Pants on fire.

There was a rumor circulating in a Springfield neighborhood that a woman who 
had a Haitian neighbor had lost her cat. Within 24 hours, her lost cat was found in 
her basement.  To her credit she went to her Haitian neighbor and apologized.  Did 
Vance or Trump apologize?  Not!  

They have continued spreading the lie, and Trump has said he will have mass 
deportation that will include the illegal immigrants of  Springfield, Ohio if  he is 
elected. But the Haitians in this city are legal.  They have visas so they can work 
there.

Trump and Vance have created chaos 
in Springfield, Ohio. There have been 
bomb threats. Schools have been evac-
uated to check on these threats. The 
National Guard has been called to inves-
tigate the schools.  A local college has 
gone to zoom classes for safety..  The 
mayor has requested that Trump and 
Vance retract their stories. They haven’t 
complied. 

Trump is being his usual cruel and 
uncaring self.  Vance is certainly not 
showing concern for his constituents 
as a U. S. Senator from Ohio. Neither 
seems to care what their “stories “are 
doing to the city of  Springfield, Ohio or 
its people.

There was no problem there until 
Trump and Vance made one.

Patricia Jackman
North Brookfield

To the Editor:
Who’s the genius that for the Kamala 

campaign that coined the phrase “We’re 
Not Going Back?” They must think that 
everyone in this country suffers from 
Joe Bidenism!  Who in their right mind 
wouldn’t want to go back to the 2016-
2019, years when we had the following:

The lowest prices for gasoline and 
home heating oil. Both were right 
around $1.80 a gallon. Currently, they’re 
at around $3.  The average home electric 
bill was $95 a month, where currently, 
it’s $225. Who in their right mind doesn’t 
want to go back to that?

The price of  a good steak was $2.88 
a pound for New York Sirloin. You cur-
rently now pay $6.99 to $8.99 on sale. 
Bread is $4 a loaf, where it used to be 
$2. Peaches, grapes, and apples are dou-
ble the cost. Who in their right mind 
doesn’t want to go back.

Currently, we have the biggest land 
war raging in Europe since WWII. The 
Middle East in is in flames fueled by 
the Biden/ Harris support of  Iran and 
appeasement of  Hamas, in 2016 –2019, 
the world was at peace with a historic 
middle east peace plan being negotiated. 
Biden/Harris abruptly canceled it. Who 
in their right mind would not want to go 
back to a time of  world peace?

Our towns are being inundated will 
hordes of  newcomers that have no vet-
ting whatsoever. They eat up all our 
affordable housing stock and push hous-

ing prices out of  the reach of  our own 
children. Our hospitals are filled giving 
them free care while our insurance rates 
skyrocket to offset the increased costs. 
Our town budgets get broken buy the 
increased costs forcing 2 1/2 overrides, 
in effect we are paying for the Biden/
Harris changing of  our neighborhoods. 
Who in their right mind would not want 
to go back to 2016-2019?

The sad answer is, there are a lot of  
people that aren’t in their right minds. 
They are brainwashed by the constant 
lies on their phones that “Trump” 
threatens Democracy. They are willing 
to vote for another four years of  the 
same destruction of  our nation because 
they don’t like mean tweets. Its time 
they realize “going forward” with 
Kamala driving is a bus going off  the 
cliff !  When you the edge it’s time to go 
back not forward! Go back to time when 
you had a president that cared more 
about your living conditions then the 
illegals in Haiti, Venezuela, and all the 
other countries pouring their invading 
hordes over our border. It’s time to Vote 
Trump in 2024 to Go Back to the good 
times on 2016-2019! Let him fix what 
Biden/Harris broke and in 2028 vote 
in the Tulsi Gabard /RFK team to keep 
America strong.

                                                                                                                        
Mark Robillard

Spencer

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Isaiah and 
let’s sing “Bingo” together! 

Isaiah is a sweet, cheerful, 
and silly child. Isaiah is play-
ful and active. He loves to 
watch television shows and 
sing along. He can quote nu-
merous television series. He 
enjoys acting out some of the 
scenes and dancing. Isaiah 
loves to sing, and his new fa-
vorite song is “Bingo!” 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/8921 

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, 

and room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a 
waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or part-
nered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to 
pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes train-
ing, interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right 
for you. These steps will help match you with a child or sibling 
group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.
mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange 
(MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adoption 
process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care. 

Isaiah 
Age 6 

Registration # 8921 

Attention North Brookfield 
Water Users:

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
October 1ST 2024 through November 8th 2024

The North Brookfield Water Department will be flushing wa-
ter mains throughout town beginning Tuesday, October 1st 
2024 through Friday, November 8th 2024.
The purpose of the flushing is to remove sediment buildup in 
the mains.  The flushing may result in temporary discoloration 
of the water, caused by small particles dislodged during the 
flushing.  This discoloration might stain your laundry, espe-
cially white materials.  
Flushing is performed between the hours of 7:30AM and 
3:30PM.  We post our daily flushing schedule on the North 
Brookfield Water Department Facebook page.  If you would 
like additional information, please call the Water Department 
at (508) 867-0207.

Lets go back!

Letters to the Editor

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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CHARLTON — Brianna Laforest, LPN 
of  Webster, a Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy graduate, Class of  2021, recent-
ly returned to Bay Path. She assisted at 
Skills Laboratory practice and delivered 
words of  encouragement to the Class 
of  2025. There are many reasons why 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
Alumni returns on campus: to show 
appreciation for the education that Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy has 
provided them; to give others a chance 
to have a similar experience; to stay con-
nected to the Bay Path community.

At many colleges and universities, 
Alumni Giving starts even before gradu-
ation day. At Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, it begins at Orientation and 
Acceptance Ceremony when soon to be 
graduates are paired off  with incom-
ing nursing students. It may begin as a 
request for mentorship, or as an inquiry 
about used textbooks. Eventually alum-
ni giving evolves and alumni themselves 
find ways to talk about the importance 
of  alumni giving to the school.

On assisting with Skills Laboratory 
practice Laforest stated, “I enjoyed it. 
It was actually kind of  funny to see 
them and hear some of  their concerns, 
it brought back some PTSD. But I reas-
sured them to trust the process and as 
long as they are working hard, they will 
succeed.” 

Laforest is currently with the UMass 
Memorial at Worcester (since August 
2023) as an LPN in the Ambulatory 
Care Float Pool- Primary care/ OBGYN 
responsible for immunizations and out-
patient care. At the UMass Memorial 
Harrington in Webster (since December 
2023) as an LPN in the Methadone out-

patient dosing clinic and at the UMass 
Memorial Harrington, Southbridge 
(since June 2022) as an LPN in the 
Medical/Surgical inpatient where she is 
both IV and IVP certified. She is also with 
ADCARE as an LPN (since November 
2021) experienced with inpatient detox, 
sharp count, narcotic count, assess 
patients for withdrawal symptoms, med-
ication administration, admissions, and 
blood draws. Prior to becoming an LPN, 
she was a nursing administrative coor-
dinator (2020-2022) at UMass Memorial, 
Worcester and a PCA (2006-2014). 

According to Hank Coleman, publish-
er of  the finance blog Money Q & A, 
“Alumni should consider their diplomas 
like a share of  stock in a company, alum-
ni have a personal interest in ensuring 
that their university’s prestige grows.” 

Giving back, regardless of  the act, or 
a  or a donation in any size, “plays an 
essential role in maintaining the value 
of  your own degrees.”

Laforest stated, “I love being a nurse 
and I love being able to share the things 
I know/ have learned to help take care 
of  people. I ask a few of  them, (nursing 
students of  the Class of  2025) why they 
wanted to be nurses to kind of  feel them 
out and see what their why was. I told 
them being a nurse is something to be 
proud of  and it is a field that takes more 
than it gives, so you really have to love 
it because you are going to have some 
really bad days.”

As a student at Bay Path RVTH 
Practical Nursing Academy (2020-2021), 
Laforest was voted as one of  the Student 
Representatives, she was a member of  
the UNICEF Club, Mock Code Team, and 
the Admissions Panel. She participated 
in the Fall and Spring Advisory Board 
meetings and was inducted into the 
National Technical Honor Society. She 
values education. In 2014 she obtained 
an associate degree in Criminal Justice 
and Science with honors from the 
Quinsigamond Community College 
(QCC). “I like volunteering/ mentoring 
others because I did start my career in 
healthcare delivering dietary trays to 
patients, then was a CNA, now I am an 
LPN and have just started my last two 
pre-requisites for the RN bridge at QCC,” 
stated Laforest. “I’ve literally worked my 
way up and can appreciate every job/ 
role that goes into healthcare and the 
importance of  them.” 

She maintained her BLS/HCP CPR cer-
tification, Law Enforcement Certificate, 
Demetia Care Certification, and Mental 
Health First Aid Certification.

To this day some practical nursing 
Students struggle to find the funds to 
cover educational expenses. Scholarships 
and grants ensure that these students 
can manage costs while getting an excel-
lent education. When alumni give back, 

they invest in the practical nursing stu-
dents and are providing a legacy for 
future generations. Many alumni state 
that the benefits they received from Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy are 
intangible, and what alumni give back 
are not always easy to measure, but one 
thing is clear: alumni giving back makes 
a difference. Laforest stated, “I’ve liter-
ally dabbled in every type of  nursing. 
I have done home health, behavioral 
health, addiction medicine, outpatient, 
and inpatient care. You are always learn-
ing and growing and that’s what I love 
about it.” In a message to Gretheline 

Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, 
Academy Director Laforest expressed 
that she is ready to help. 

“Any time you need help, if  I can, I will 
be there,” said Laforest.  

Bolandrina stated that “alumni giv-
ing makes Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy different.  Unlike large edu-
cational institutions, we look to alum-
ni, parents, and friends of  Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy to help con-
nect quality nursing education and a 
caring, supportive Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Community.”

Bay Path LPN gives back to Class of 2025

Brianna Laforest

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

WILMINGTON, N.C. — For the sec-
ond straight summer, Brookfield resi-
dent Spencer Cipro is a baseball cham-
pion in North Carolina. 

A stand-out pitcher and 2021 graduate 
of  Tantasqua Regional High School, 
Cipro’s college baseball career has 
found him facing increasing levels of  
competition from players from across 
the country and he’s been rising to the 
challenge. Last fall, Cipro was starting 
his time with the baseball program at 
Belmont Abbey in Belmont, N.C., just 
outside Charlotte, fresh off  a dominant 
summer season and championship for 
the Pineville Porcupines of  the Old 
North State League. This year, Cipro 
is returning to the Belmont Abbey pro-
gram where he is once again building 
off  of  an excellent summer season that 
culminated in a championship.

	 The Wilmington Sharks, based 
in Wilmington, N.C., are a member of  
the Coastal Plain League, a high-level 
collegiate summer baseball league that 
includes teams across the Carolinas, 
Virginia, and Georgia. Considered 
one of  the most competitive summer 
leagues in the country, comparable to 
the Cape Cod League that is familiar 
to most New Englanders, the teams are 
made up of  top baseball talent from 
across all NCAA levels of  college base-
ball players nationwide. Managed by 
Russ Burroughs, the Sharks finished 
26-19 and enjoyed a spectacular playoff  
run which in the end crowned them 
champions. 

	 The CPL schedule is divided 
into a first and second-half  format 
with the winner of  the first half  earn-
ing an automatic bid to the playoffs 
with the chance to earn the league’s 
ultimate prize, the Pettit Cup. Right-
handed pitcher Spencer Cipro arrived 
to Wilmington in May, directly off  a suc-
cessful first season at Belmont Abbey 
that was capped by a run to their confer-
ence tournament championship game. 
With Cipro’s contributions to the start-
ing rotation, the Sharks enjoyed a great 
first half. After a decisive July 4 victory 
over the rival Morehead City Marlins, 
the Sharks were poised to take the best 
overall record in the first half. However, 
the talented Peninsula Pilots ultimately 
captured those first-half  honors, edging 
the Sharks by just one tiebreaker game. 

	 After the All-Star break, the 
Sharks faltered slightly, losing a few key 
contributors to the offense, including 
clutch power hitter Trace Willhoite and 
talented middle infielder Caleb Johnson 
as the roster fluctuated as is typical in 
summer ball. However it was at this 
time that the Sharks pitching staff  
stepped up and delivered, providing 
enough scoreless innings for the lineup 
to come in clutch and win, a trait that 
they carried for the remainder of  their 
run. With the Sharks having one of  
the most talented pitching staffs in the 
CPL, Cipro was a key contributor. For 
the regular season he made nine starts, 
throwing 38.2 innings with 29 strikeouts 
and a 4.42 ERA with a 1.160 WHIP, earn-
ing him All-CPL honors. A testament to 
his excellent command and control, he 
only allowed seven walks on the entire 
season and during one stretch, Cipro 
even went 4 full consecutive starts with-
out issuing a single walk or hit-by-pitch. 
In the playoffs, the Sharks pitching per-
formed at an even higher level with the 
staff  posting an incredible 1.50 com-
bined ERA. Cipro contributed as both a 
playoff  starter and reliever and posted a 
dominant 0.00 ERA and recorded a win.      

	 As the playoff  push began, the 
Sharks’ eastern side of  the CPL pre-
sented tough competition standing in 
the way of  a postseason appearance. 
The Sharks, Marlins, and Wilson Tobs 
all had very similar records heading 
into the middle of  July. It came down to 
the wire, but on a rainy July 26th, the 
Sharks officially clinched their spot in 
the Petitt Cup playoffs and from there, a 
special run to the Cup commenced. 

	 The Sharks found them-
selves matched up against those tough 
Peninsula Pilots in an opening round 
best-of-three matchup that would send 
the winner to the championship series. 
Game one in Virginia was a close one, 
as Travis Lavendier turned in a great 
start and the Sharks earned a win 
with clutch hitting late. With a trip 
to the Cup on the line, there was a 
heightened atmosphere around game 
two, which took place in front of  the 
Wilmington ‘Shark Tank’ faithful. In a 
strategic move by manager Burroughs, 
Cipro took the mound for the start but 
was planned to go only two innings in 

order to save the right-hander for fur-
ther work ahead in the championship. 
Acting as the ‘opener’, Cipro fired two 
scoreless innings before turning over 
to the dominant Sharks bullpen. The 
Sharks put away the Pilots at home to 
complete a gritty and intense victory in 
two games. The Sharks got their wish 
- they were heading back to a rematch 
of  the 2023 championship against the 
western division’s Lexington Blowfish. 

	 Due to the high stakes of  the 
championship and the hours-long com-
mute between both teams, the Sharks 
stayed overnight in Lexington before 
the much anticipated game one of  the 
championship. Well-rested but faced 
with an incredibly hot and humid 
summer evening, the Sharks turned 
to starter Cade Granzow. The Blowfish 
took an early lead on a couple of  bad-
luck base hits and tough plays in the 
infield. Fresh from the start against 
the Pilots earlier in the week, Spencer 
Cipro took the mound in relief  to quiet 
the Blowfish offense and regain con-
trol of  the series. Whichever team took 
game one would have a big advantage in 
winning the series - but with a Sharks 
win, they would be returning home for 
a potential series-ending and champion-
ship-winning game two at home. With 
that in mind, Cipro turned in a memo-
rable performance, tossing three perfect 
innings with three strikeouts against 
a hot Lexington lineup, silencing the 
stadium and the home dugout. With 
the Lexington bats feeling defeated the 
Sharks offense fought back, a massive 
Drew Sturgeon home run started the 
rally and the Sharks eventually took 
the contest 4-2. Sharks fans and players 
alike were ecstatic, knowing what this 
meant heading into the clincher. It had 
been a long, hard-fought summer, but 
it was about to pay off  for the Sharks, 
the city of  Wilmington, and for Spencer 
Cipro. 

	 Heading home, the Sharks 
needed one last effort from starter 
Travis Lavendier and their offense 
who had come alive. Compared to the 
intense drama of  the night before, 
game two at home was a classic vic-
tory for the Sharks, behind a quali-
ty start from Lavendier, the bats put 
up nine runs. Flame-throwing closer 
Greyson Linderman delivered the final 
out, and the Shark Tank erupted in joy. 
Celebrating their first championship 
since 1999 and first ever Petitt Cup vic-
tory, the fans were ready for this. The 
Sharks had done it, and Cipro sat back 
and made sure to take it all in. From 
his teammates and coaches going wild, 
the stands packed with Sharks fans 
cheering like crazy, the proud smiles on 
the faces of  the host families, to the joy 
of  all the local kids decked out in the 
Sharks signature blue and gray, clam-
oring for autographs from the players 
- just as Cipro himself  did when he was 
young - not a moment was taken for 
granted. 

	 Spencer Cipro has since 
returned to Belmont Abbey College for 
his senior year, and as his training and 
preparation for the upcoming college 
season begins, Cipro is doing all he 
can to build on his experience and to 
ultimately hear his name called in next 
summer’s MLB draft. 

Brookfield’s Spencer Cipro 
returns from another 

championship summer

Spencer Cipro
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CHARLTON — 
September is National 
Suicide Prevention 
Month and Bay Path 
practical nursing (PN) 
students continue to do 
their share in learning. 
Research states that sui-
cide is the 10th leading 
cause of  death overall 
in the US and that the 
overall suicide rate has 
increased by 35 percent 
since 1999.  The PN class 
of  2025 learned the signs 
of  suicide to prevent 
home or workplace-based 
tragedy.

Some members of  the 
PN Class of  2025 com-
pleted the  Youth  Mental 
Health First Aid (MHFA) 
training lead by Lynn 
Lynch, MBA, Director 
of  Business Operations 
and MHFA Instructor of  
the Shrewsbury Youth 
and Family Services, Inc. 
(www.SYFS-MA.org). The 
6-hour curriculum, com-
pleted in one full profes-
sional development day, 
gives the participant a 
three-year certification 

upon completion.
Gretheline Bolandrina, 

DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN Academy Director 
at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy has 
been working with the 
Shrewsbury Youth and 
Family Services for the 
PN students MHFA train-
ing for over five years. 

“We are grateful to 
have Lynn return to Bay 
Path annually and the 
Shrewsbury Youth and 
Family Services for their 
continued provision of  
the MHFA training for 
the PN students!” said 
Bolandrina. 

“I cannot emphasize 
enough how important 
it is for our nursing stu-
dents to have the skills 
and knowledge to identi-
fy and respond to signs 
of  mental disorders 
and how to provide ini-
tial help and support,” 
Bolandrina added.

MHFA trained indi-
v i d u a l s 
may assist 
s o m e o n e 

experiencing a men-
tal health or substance 
use-related crisis. In the 
MHFA course, the PN 
students learned risk fac-
tors and warning signs 
for mental health and 
addiction concerns, strat-
egies for how to help in 
crisis and non-crisis situ-
ations and well as where 
to turn for help for both 
adult and youth.

Topics covered include 
depression, mood dis-
orders, anxiety, trau-
ma, psychosis, and sub-
stance use disorders. 
Participants learned how 
to apply the MHFA action 
plan in situations when 
someone is experiencing 
panic attacks, suicidal 
thoughts of  behaviors, 
non-suicidal self-injury, 
acute psychosis (hallu-
cinations or delusions), 
overdose or withdrawal 
from alcohol or drug use, 
and reactions to a trau-
matic event. 

“Providing educa-
tion to the PN students 
and supporting them so 
they’re in the best state 
of  mind for their nursing 

journey is a wonderful 
tie-in,” Bolandrina said. 

The feedback on the 
MHFA training remains 
positive. We continue to 

engage in conversation, 
education, and breaking 
the stigma of  mental 
health disorders.

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY FOR A FUN-FILLED DAY! 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 |  11 A.M. – 4 P.M.

88 Masonic Home Road | Charlton, MA 01507
Free and open to the public

J O I N  U S  F O R

The Overlook’s
Annual Fall Festival

Experience Autumnal Bliss  
ON OUR 450-ACRE CAMPUS.

Our Annual Fall Festival is more than an 
event – it’s the perfect way for the Greater 
Charlton community to come together. You 
and your family members are invited to 
engage in fun fall activities, including:

• Savoring local flavors from an array of  
food trucks

• Sipping craft beers from our featured beer 
truck, Oakholm Brewing Company 

• Browsing unique creations from craft and 
artisan vendors

• Crafting and games

• Enjoying live entertainment, hayrides, and  
a petting farm

The Overlook has been awarded Best of Central Mass Senior 
Living Community by Worcester Telegram & Gazette seven 
years running. 

Overlook-Mass.org 
Independent Living | Enhanced Living | Memory Care  
Skilled Nursing | Short-Term Rehabilitation | Respite Care

A proud tradition of service since 1911

For more event details, call 508-709-4880. 

2023

FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL  /  FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

Youth mental health First Aid training 
completed by Bay Path Nursing students  

Courtesy

Lynn Lynch, MBA front row, second from right, with members of the Practical Nursing Class 
of 2025.

Country Bank 
recognized by 

Boston Business 
Journal for 
charitable  

giving
WARE — Country Bank, a full-ser-

vice financial institution serving 
Central and Western Massachusetts, 
is pleased to announce that The 
Boston Business Journal has once 
again named Country Bank an hon-
oree in its annual 2024 Corporate 
Citizenship Awards, recognizing the 
region’s top corporate charitable con-
tributors.

The Business Journal annually 
publishes this list to highlight com-
panies that promote and prioritize 
giving back to their communities.

“It is with honor that we present our 
list of  the Top Charitable Contributors 
in Massachusetts – companies who 
gave $100,000 or more to Mass.-based 
charities  in 2023.  Collectively, they 
gave $362 million in cash contribu-
tions – a true example of  the busi-
ness community coming together to 
help those in need.   We are proud 
to celebrate these organizations 
who give both money and time to 
make our communities a stronger 
and better place for all,” said Boston 
Business Journal Market President 
and Publisher Carolyn Jones.

During this year’s celebration 
on Sept. 5, 96 companies qualified 
for the distinction by reporting at 
least $100,000 in cash contributions 
to Massachusetts-based charities last 
year, as noted above. This year’s hon-
orees include companies from such 
industry sectors as financial and pro-
fessional services, health care, tech-
nology, retail, and professional sports. 

Country Bank, ranked 51st, employs 
220 staff  members within Hampden, 
Hampshire, and Worcester coun-
ties. The Bank’s team of  Difference 
Makers actively promote the Bank’s 
mission of  making a difference in 
their communities by volunteering 
for various non-profits throughout 
the year.  

“We are honored to be recognized 
by the Boston Business Journal for 
Country Bank’s philanthropic efforts. 
As a community bank, it is our mis-
sion to help make a difference in 
the lives of  others,” stated Mary 
McGovern, President and CEO at 
Country Bank.
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volunteers and support-
ers over many decades 
that made the library a 
favorite location for read-
ers across multiple gen-
erations.

Looking ahead, library 
officials are eager to 
continue the party with 
upcoming events honor-
ing the special anniver-
sary.

“The celebration 
doesn’t end here. Haston 
Library is planning on 
extending the festivities 

with different events each 
month,” the library-is-
sued statement read.

On Saturday, Oct. 19, 
library guests of  all ages 
are invited to drop by 
from 9 a.m. to noon for 
a library scavenger hunt. 
Attendees will be able to 
decode riddles and seek 
answers throughout the 
library in a fun, educa-
tional event.

Meanwhile, “Library 
Bingo” will be an ongo-
ing event. Stop by the 
library to pick up a bingo 
card filled with different 
library-related activities. 

“Get a bingo and get a 
prize, generously donated 
by local businesses,” the 
library’s statement read. 

The library also has 
special 130th anniversa-
ry T-shirts available for 
a $20 suggested donation. 

Be sure to check the 
library’s website and 
social media pages for 
news on more upcoming 
events.

If  you would like to sign 
up for an activity this fall, 
contact the library at 508-
867-0208. You may also 
send an email to: blamb@
cwmars.org.

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

LEICESTER: Jacob “Jake” 
Menzigian,95, of  Leicester, died 
Monday, Sept. 23rd at home surround-
ed by his family. He leaves his wife of  20 
years, Mary L. (Stone) Menzigian, his 
daughter; Dawn Jay Varjabedian and 
her husband Haroutiune of  Leicester, 
his grandchildren; Nieri H. Simeone 
and her husband Giovanni and their 
children Emilina and Alina of  Hope, RI, 
Leena H. Varjabedian and her partner 
Tyler Boza and his daughter Kaitlynn 
of  Worcester, Nooshig H. Petakov and 
her husband Aleksandar of  Hancock, 
NH, and Dzovig H. Varjabedian and 
her fiancé James Lucca, their son Leo 
Hagop   and his daughter Alexandria 
of  Providence, RI, his nephew Rory 
Beaudette and his family, many cousins 
and a large extended family. He is pre-
deceased by his sisters; Julia Beaudette 
and Margaret Menzigian. Jake was born 
in the Rochdale section of  Leicester, the 
son of  Armenian Genocide survivors 
Donabed and Heghine (Goshgarian) 
Menzigian and later served his coun-
try with the US Army during the 

Korean War. Jake 
was a machine main-
tenance supervi-
sor for many years 
at Cesyl Mills in 
Millbury retiring 
in 2009 as well as at 
Rexnord Company 
in Auburn.  Jake 
was a member of  
the Leicester Fire Dept. for 45 years, 
retiring as its Fire Chief  in 1995. He 
was an active member of  the Rochdale 
VFW Post 7556, the American Legion in 
Leicester, the Holy Trinity Armenian 
Apostolic Church in Worcester, the 
Leicester Rod & Gun Club, and  a 
proud 32nd-degree  Mason.  Jake loved 
to spend his time, depending on the 
season, in his garden, tinkering in his 
basement, out in his multiple sheds or 
up at the Leicester Rod & Gun Club. 
His biggest love was spending time 
with his family. Funeral will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 28th at 11 a.m. in Holy 
Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church, 
635 Grove St., Worcester. Burial will be 
at Hope Cemetery.  Friends and family 
are asked to go directly to the church. 
Calling hours at the MORIN FUNERAL 
HOME, 1131 Main St., Leicester are 
Friday from 4 to 7p.m. in the funer-
al home. In lieu  of  flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to Holy Trinity 
Armenian Apostolic Church, 635 Grove 
St., Worcester, 01605.

www.morinfuneralhomes@gmail.
com

Jacob “Jake” Menzigian,95

North Brookfield – Norma G. 
Cernauskas, 88, of  North Brookfield, 
died on Friday, September 20, 2024, in 
Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skill Care 
Center following a period of  declining 
health over the past few months. 

She leaves her son, Russell P. 
Cernauskas of  North Brookfield and 
her daughter, Joanne Cernauskas of  
Auburn.  She was predeceased by her 
husband, John Cernauskas in 2017.  
She was born in North Brookfield, 
daughter of  the late Stanley A. and 
Mildred G. (Harvendar) Lazarick and 
was a life-long resident of  the town.  

Norma had a career working in 
shoe manufacturing.  She worked for 
the former Brown Shoe Company in 
Worcester for 25 years, and then the 
former Quaboag Rubber Company, now 
Vibram in North Brookfield, for anoth-
er 15 years before retiring.  

A Graveside Service for Norma will 
be held on Friday, October 4, 2024, at 
11am in Walnut Grove Cemetery, Elm 
St., in North Brookfield. 

Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East Main 
St., in West Brookfield is assisting her 
family with arrangements.  An online 
guest book is available at varnumfu-
neralhome.com 

Norma G. Cernauskas, 88

OBITUARIES not just a Spencer issue. 
We have to augment it 
with full-time staff.”

The Chief  also 
addressed several capi-
tal items at the meeting, 
including the depart-
ment’s plan to remove a 
pair of  30-year-old trucks 
from the fleet and replace 
them with a new unit.

Additionally, pro-
jecting long-term, fire 
department leaders are 
hoping to receive a new 
station to replace their 
current headquarters 
built in 1973. In addition 
to providing much-need-
ed space, the new build-
ing would also allow 
the department to be in 
compliance with updat-
ed OSHA safety require-
ments which could be 
implemented soon.

“We’ve run out of  
space—there’s no storage 
whatsoever,” Parsons told 
the New Leader. “Even 
back in 2005, we had a 
feasibility study done 
where the architects said 
it would be more cost-ef-
fective to build new.”

Officials across the 
firefighting industry are 
bracing for the imple-
mentation of  the updat-
ed OSHA requirements, 
which are expected to sig-
nificantly impact munici-
pal budgets.

“They’re basically 
reworking 50-year-old 
[OSHA] guidelines to 
make them extremely 
health-conscious and 
firefighter-focused,” said 
Selectman Jared Grigg. 
“For communities like 

ours, it is a very difficult 
requirement to meet. If  
it does come down, it’s 
going to be a hit.”

On the police side, 
Chief  Befford also 
announced staffing chal-
lenges and needed posi-
tions to handle the strain 
of  increased call volumes.

Over the past decade, 
police leaders have seen 
a steady rise in calls 
involving mental health 
emergencies. In 2014, 
the department received 
88 mental health-relat-
ed calls; that number 
jumped to 151 calls in 
2023.

“Police work is not 
what it used to be. With a 
mental health call, you’re 
negotiating with the per-
son and trying to help 
them the best way. If  we 
take them into custody, 
we have to go with them 
and turn them over to the 
hospital staff,” Befford 
said.

Aside from the recent-
ly established school 
resource officer position, 
the SPD has featured the 
same staffing organiza-
tional chart since 1998, 
the Chief  told selectmen. 
This has proven challeng-
ing for a department deal-
ing with a rise in com-
plex calls, responses, and 
investigations. 

“Everything nowa-
days is documenting 
and reporting,” Befford 
added. “A report that 
I would’ve done when I 
first started working took 
twenty minutes for a 
simple OUI. By the time 
you’re done now, you’re 
talking about a couple 
hours between process-
ing the arrest and writing 

the report.”

The Chief  also dis-
cussed the time-consum-
ing nature of  investi-
gating scams, many of  
which target seniors and 
their family members.

“Our residents are fall-
ing victim to these scam 
artists. We’ve had several 
residents lose their life 
savings to scammers, who 
are getting better and bet-
ter,” the Chief  said.

Scam investigations 
often require officers to 
secure multiple search 
warrants and then run 
follow-up operations. 
Increased manpower for 
the department would 
allow officers to broaden 
the scope of  their inves-
tigations and assist even 
more residents, Befford 
explained.

“Now is the time that 
we have to look to the 
future to make sure 
Spencer PD increases our 
staff  so we can meet the 
demands of  the commu-
nity,” Befford said. “We’re 
always going to do the job, 
but it would be nice to be 
able to offer more to the 
community.”

Looking ahead, resi-
dents are invited to attend 
public hearings pertain-
ing to the potential over-
ride and stay updated on 
the process.

“No override has been 
set, nor amount deter-
mined for a potential 
override.  This is a pro-
cess that will continue 
for several months and 
include public input and 
information sessions,” 
Bridges added.

OVERRIDE
continued from page  A1

was able to go home to 
his family.”

It was an uneventful 
Sunday morning when 
Kmiec collapsed on the 
floor in his home. His 
wife, Diana Kmiec, called 
911 and immediately 
began performing CPR.

Dispatchers Corrine 
Snow and Charles McCoy 
guided Mrs. Kmiec 
through the CPR process 
and called first respond-
ers to the scene.

Hardwick Police 
Officer Patrick Almstrom 
was the first to arrive at 
the residence. Using a 
department-issued AED 
machine, he delivered 
two shocks to Kmiec.

Hardwick Fire 
Department Deputy 
Chief  Nicholas Gaumond 
and Firefighter Louie 
Gaumond then arrived 
and assisted with CPR.

C h i e f / P a r a m e d i c 
Daniel McCall and EMT 
Leah Bartholomew, 
of  West Brookfield 
Ambulance, arrived and 
administered a third 
AED shock to Kmiec. 

“It was this third shock 
that helped Kmiec regain 
a pulse and, shortly there-
after, begin breathing on 
his own again,” read a 
statement released by the 
DA’s Office.

Kmiec was transported 
by ambulance to Baystate 
Hospital for continued 
treatment.

Last month, the TEAM 
Award was presented to 
the following public safety 
officials: Officer Patrick 
Almstrom; Deputy Chief/
EMT Nicholas Gaumond; 
Firefighter Louie 
Gaumond; Dispatchers 
Corrine Snow and 
Charles McCoy; West 
Brookfield Ambulance 
Chief/Paramedic Daniel 
McCall; and West 
Brookfield Ambulance 
EMT Leah Bartholomew.

Diana Kmiec was also 
recognized as a civilian 
hero for her efforts in 
notifying authorities and 
providing treatment to 
her husband.

Local leaders joined the 
District Attorney at the 
Sept. 23 ceremony that 
honored the award recip-
ients.

“These folks, from 
Mark’s wife to the dis-

patchers and first 
responders, are everyday 
heroes in my eyes,” said 
Senator Peter Durant. 
“They spring into action 
when someone’s world is 
crashing in on them.”

During the awards cere-
mony, guests learned that 
the lifesaving heroism 
of  the local responders 
is inspiring community 
members to take precau-
tions and schedule health 
screenings.

“It was interesting to 
hear how Mark’s experi-
ence influenced some of  
his friends to get their 
hearts checked. One of  
them is following up with 
a cardiologist as a result, 
so it’s possible that not 
just one life was saved,” 
Durant said.

The TEAM Award was 
created by DA Early in 
2019 to recognize public 
safety employees who go 
above and beyond the call 
of  duty.

If  you would like 
to nominate someone 
for the award, contact 
the Worcester County 
District Attorney’s Office 
at 508-755-8601.

RESPONDERS
continued from page  A1

industry is expected to 
grow by 5 percent in the 
coming years. School offi-
cials are excited to give 
students a taste of  what 
it’s like to work in the 
competitive industry.

“In a typical class with-
in our program, students 
focus on essential kitch-
en skills, with a strong 
emphasis on sanita-
tion and safety,” Aucoin 
added. “Recently, we cov-
ered a lesson on making 
chocolate chip cookies. 
We began by reviewing 
the recipe in detail, dis-
cussing its various com-
ponents, and understand-
ing each step. The stu-
dents then followed these 
steps to bake the perfect 
cookies.”

Aucoin previously 
worked at Shriver Job 
Corps, where he pro-
vided career training in 
the culinary arts. Prior 
to teaching, Aucoin held 
the professional roles of  
executive chef, catering 
supervisor, cook, and gen-
eral manager. 

“LPS is incredibly 
fortunate to have Chef  
Andy on staff. He is 
well-respected in the 
culinary field, as well as 
the field of  education,” 
said Leicester Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian. “Most 
importantly, the students 
admire him—and the 
classroom is where magic 
happens, inspiring the 
next generation.”

The Superintendent 
also thanks the commu-
nity for its strong support 
of  the culinary arts pro-
gram.

“Culinary has a 
Professional Advisory 
Council (PAC) made up 
of  members of  the com-
munity to help guide 
decision-making for the 
program,” read a state-
ment released by the 
Superintendent.

Culinary PAC mem-
bers include Derek 
Aucoin (Head Chef  for 
Eller’s Restaurant); Jeff  
Eller (Owner/Operator 
of  Eller’s Restaurant); 
Briana Azier (Owner/
Operator of  Bri’s 
Sweet Treats); Shon 
Rainford (Director of  the 

Worcester Regional Food 
Hub); Ken Desmarais 
(Director of  Culinary 
Business Development 
for SnapChef); Barry 
Sbordy (Leicester Public 
Schools Food Service 
Director); and several 
other community mem-
bers.

Looking ahead, culi-
nary students will work 
toward attaining their 
ServSafe Food Handler 
Certification, which 
will further enhance 
their knowledge of  
food safety standards. 

“The students are gen-
uinely excited about the 
projects and opportuni-
ties presented to them. 
The hands-on nature of  
the classes keeps them 
engaged, and it’s wonder-
ful to see their enthusi-
asm as they experiment 
with new ingredients and 
techniques,” Aucoin said. 
“The excitement they 
express when they suc-
cessfully complete a dish 
or master a new skill is 
one of  the most reward-
ing aspects of  teaching.”

AUCOIN
continued from page  A1

LIBRARY
continued from page  A1

Courtesy

Haston Free Public Library celebrated its 130th anniversary with a special community party.
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Masonry/Excavation

Martini  
Masonry & Excavation

Michael Martini

(508) 557-3211

“specialize in stone masonry  
and all your excavating needs”

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY 

LAWNMOWER.COM

SITE WORK

Title 
5

Inspections

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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S

For Advertising 
Information,Call 
774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
CHIMNEY 

CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308
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Have you ever felt that 
no matter how hard you 
push, things won’t work 
out? We all have goals—
big dreams or small wins. 
Maybe it’s starting a busi-
ness, landing that dream 
job, or leaving early to 
catch the game.

Whatever it is, the 
harder we try sometimes, 
the more stressful it gets 
when things don’t go as 
planned.

But what if  the solu-
tion isn’t to push hard-
er? What if, instead of  
battling against every 
obstacle, you step back 
and let things unfold? 

There are two ways to get 
what you want: you 
can scheme and plot 
your way through or 
loosen your grip and 
let the pieces fall into 
place naturally.

Instead of  bat-
tling every obsta-
cle, what if  the solution 
was something differ-
ent—something called 
Synchronicity?

Take the guy who wants 
to leave work early for 
the big game. He spends 
the morning coughing, 
hinting that he’s “a little 
off,” and Googling fake 
illnesses to sell his story. 

By lunchtime, he’s sneez-
ing dramatically 
and whispering, 
“I think I’m conta-
gious.” But just as 
he’s about to slip 
out, his boss drops 
a stack of  reports 
on his desk. “I 
need these done 

before you go.” Now, he’s 
stuck working twice as 
hard because he tried too 
hard to force things.

Now, imagine someone 
else with the same goal, 
but instead of  schem-
ing, they’re honest: 
“Hey, I’ve got tickets to 
the game. Any chance I 
can leave an hour early?” 

Maybe the boss says yes, 
maybe not. But, letting 
go can open the door to 
Synchronicity—when 
things align ideally it’s 
like life is giving you a 
little nudge. Perhaps the 
boss is a fan and says, 
“No problem, I’m leaving 
early too!” Or an after-
noon meeting gets can-
celed, and leaving is sud-
denly easy.

I first became 
intrigued by this idea 
of  Synchronicity after 
listening to a lecture by 
physicist and ex-NASA 
scientist Tom Campbell.

He said, “When you 

stop trying to control life, 
the magic happens.”

He made me realize 
that sometimes we get 
so caught up in forcing 
our plans to work out that 
we miss the unexpected 
opportunities when we 
just let go. When you step 
back and allow things 
to happen naturally, it’s 
like the universe quietly 
whispers, “Relax, I’ve got 
this.”

Campbell says, “When 
something does hap-
pen—a hurdle that pops 
up in front of  you—that’s 
okay. You deal with it and 
go on. Don’t get upset 

with it... You’ll find that 
things start happening 
just as you need them, 
just when you want them. 
You’ll go from having 
nothing but hurdles to 
no hurdles at all—every-
thing just starts to work 
well.”

Think about that for a 
second. What if  you trust-
ed that things would work 
out instead of  stressing 
and struggling to make 
everything perfect?

Campbell’s point is 
simple: “When you real-
ize that you don’t have to 

Synchronicity

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P3267EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Scott E. Prive

Also known as: Scott Eugene Prive
Date of Death: 07/30/2023 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by 
Lynn E. Prive of West Brookfield MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Lynn E. Prive of West Brookfield MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve   Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/22/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 23, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 4,  2024

(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

Docket Number: 24 SM 003444
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:
Shane A. Bayer
And to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
NewRez LLC, F/K/A New Penn 
Financial, LLC, D/B/A Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing claiming to have 
an interest in a Mortgage covering 
real property in Spencer, numbered 4 
Lambs Grove, given Shane A. Bayer 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Inland 
Bank and Trust, dated April 27, 2018, 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 58736, Page 343, and now 
held by the Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act.  If you object to a foreclosure 

of the above-mentioned property on 
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 
on or before November 11, 2024, or 
you may lose the opportunity to chal-
lenge the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice 
of this Court on September 27, 2024.
Attest:	
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
October 4, 2024

Notice of Public Hearing for a 
Zoning Amendments – Planning 
Board The Spencer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 10/24/2024, 
in McCourt Social Hall of Memorial 
Town Hall, 157 Main Street, Spencer, 
MA 01562 and the hearing will be 
conducted in-person and remotely on 
the following items starting at 7:00 pm 
or as soon thereafter as can be heard.
4.2 Use Table, Principal Uses; A.6, 

Accessory Apartment
4.4.1C Accessory Uses

4.8 Special Use Regulations, 
Amendments: Zoning Bylaw Article 

4.8.1 Accessory Apartments
4.9.2 Non-Conforming Structures: 

A.2
Interested parties may review the 
proposed bylaw at the Office of 
Development & Inspectional Services 
and Town Clerk’s office, located in 
Memorial Town Hall, during regular 
business hours. Proposed amendments 
are also available at https://www.
spencerma.gov/planning-board
October 4, 2024
October 1 2024

(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT
Docket Number: 24 SM 003324
ORDER OF NOTICE
To:
William Antifantis
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Spencer, numbered 13 Highland Street, 
given by William Antifantis to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for OCMBC, Inc., dated 
September 13, 2021, and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
66049, Page 7, and now held by the 
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act.  If you object to a foreclosure 
of the above-mentioned property on 
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 
on or before November 4, 2024, or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice 
of this Court on September 17, 2024.
Attest:	
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
26406
October 4,  2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P3263EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Thomas William Groccia, II

Also known as: 
Thomas W Groccia, II

Date of Death: 07/06/2024 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by 
Christel L. Groccia of Brookfield MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Christel L. Groccia of Brookfield MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve   Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/22/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 20, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 4,  2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P3265EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Patrick Ryan McLeish

Date of Death: 07/06/2024 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative  has been filed 
by 
Tammy J. McLeish of Brookfield MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Tammy J. McLeish of Brookfield MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve   Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-

ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/22/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 20, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 4,  2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P2605EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Belinda R Blake
Also known as: 

Belinda T Rowlingson-Blake
Date of Death: 06/02/2024 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed by 
Kerry L Mathieson of West Brook-
field MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Kerry L Mathieson of West Brook-
field MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve   Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/22/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 26, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 4,  2024
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Put fall leaves to 
work in your land-
scape. This valuable 
resource makes a great 
mulch in planting beds, 
adds organic matter 
and nutrients to the 
soil, provides habitat 
for many beneficial 
insects, and is insula-
tion for ground-dwell-
ing queen bumblebees, 
toads, and more.  

Leave any disease-free 
leaves in garden beds but 
pull them away from the 
trunks of  trees and stems 
of  shrubs. Mulch piles 
against trunks or stems 
create a moist environ-
ment that is more subject 
to rot and disease. It also 
provides a hiding place 
next to these plants for 
voles that feed on bark 
over winter. 

Avoid thick layers of  
leaves, six or more inch-
es deep, in garden beds. 
They can block sunlight 
and smother the plants 
below. Pull leaves off  the 
crowns of  perennials and 
move the excess leaves to 
gardens with little or no 
mulch. 

Use your mower to recy-
cle fall leaves that land 
on the lawn. As you mow 
the grass you’ll shred the 
leaves into smaller piec-
es. If  they are the size 
of  a quarter or smaller 

your lawn will be fine.  As 
these leaf  pieces decom-
pose, they add organic 
matter and nutrients to 
the soil. 

When the lawn is over-
whelmed with leaves 
burn a few extra calories 
and rake them into near-
by planting beds. Whole 
leaves provide the best 
habitat for overwintering 
insects. Spread the leaves 
over the soil surface to 
help insulate the roots, 
conserve moisture, sup-
press weeds, and improve 
the soil as it breaks down.

If  your garden beds are 
already filled with leaves 
or this is not practical, 
attach the bagger to the 
mower to 
shred and 
c o l l e c t 
the excess 
leaves on 
the lawn. 
Only use 
grass clip-
pings col-
lected from 

lawns and leaves not 
treated with a weed 
killer this fall. 

Dig extra shredded 
leaves into vacant 
annual flower and veg-
etable gardens or incor-
porate them into the 
soil as you prepare new 
planting beds.  They 
will break down over 

winter, improving the 
drainage in heavy clay 
soils and increasing the 
water-holding ability in 
fast-draining soils.

Bag shredded leaves 
you want to save for next 
season. Tuck them out 
of  sight for winter under 
trees or around the foun-
dation of  your house for 
added insulation. 

Create compost  with 
fall leaves, plant-based 
kitchen scraps, and 
other landscape trim-
mings. Do not use meat, 
bones or dairy that can 
attract rodents, charcoal 
ash, and human, pet or 
bird droppings that may 

contain disease organ-
isms. Avoid diseased 
and insect-infested plant 
debris, perennial weeds, 
and weeds gone to seed. 
These can survive in 
compost piles that don’t 
produce sufficient heat 
to kill them and end up 
back in the garden in the 
compost.

Oak and large maple 
leaves make great mulch-
es and additions to the 
compost pile but break 
down slowly. Shred them 
with your mower or leaf  
shredder first for quicker 
results. 

You can compost black 
walnut, laurel, and euca-
lyptus leaves that contain 
chemicals toxic to other 
plants. Shred them first 
to speed decomposition 
and when they are fully 
decomposed the compost 
is safe to use in the gar-
den.

As you begin putting 
the fall leaves to work in 
your landscape you will 

start considering them 
a gift, not a curse, from 
nature. 

Melinda Myers has 
written over 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd 
Edition  and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 

Grow Anything”  instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/4 
& SATURDAY 10/5

HALIBUT

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 11/30/24

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

Call Now For Your 
Thanksgiving Reservations

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
November through April

1700’s style feast, prepared on the open hearth of a 
great fieldstone fireplace. 

• Delicious Fireplace Roasted Prime Rib…
 you can even enjoy seconds! 

• Deep Dish Apple Pie with fresh Whipped Cream
• Mulling and chowder demonstrations 

• Horsedrawn wagon or sleigh ride, weather permitting Gift Certificates

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

The antiques business 
has changed over the 
years with the internet 
creating new ways to sell 
antiques and collectibles. 
That said, some of  the 
tried-and-true methods 
continue to provide good 
returns.

I’ve found that offering 
antiques and collectibles 
to a wide range of  bid-
ders at auction will yield 
the best results for more 

valuable items. Attorneys 
and estate personal rep-
resentatives understand 
that consigning to a 
well-publicized auction 
is a way of  doing their 
due diligence to ensure 
that either the estate or 
themselves are getting 
fair market value for 
their items. Many estate 
companies also consign 
top pieces to get the best 
results for their clients.

There are many differ-
ent options for selling the 
belongings in an estate. 
Here are some things to 
consider when selling 
your personal property. 
Central Mass Auctions 
and many other local 
auction houses focus on 
antiques and collectibles. 
We handle a wide variety 
of  antiques and collect-
ibles, but I occasionally 
suggest another auction 
house for certain types of  

items.

Some people 
need to sell the 
contents of  finely 
appointed homes 
with name brand 
furniture, the lat-
est electronics, 
snowblowers, and 
other power equip-
ment and don’t 
have antiques. 
One option avail-
able to them is a 
traditional estate 
sale. An estate sale 
company prices 
the items prior to 
the sale. The sale is adver-
tised and scheduled to 
run for a day or two (typ-
ically on a weekend). If  
it’s organized by an estate 
sale company, they’ll let 
their followers know the 
sale will be taking place 
and advertise elsewhere. 
With a big sale, potential 
buyers may line up at the 
door with only a limited 
number being admitted 
at a time. Buyers typical-
ly pay cash (some compa-
nies accept credit cards) 
and take the items home 
that day.

Sometimes a seller pre-
fers an online auction at 
the estate. With an online 
auction, a sofa might be 

labeled lot # 1, 
end tables lot # 
2, table lamps 
lot # 3, etc. The 
auction runs 
for several 
days. Bidders 
place bids until 
the auction end 
date and time. 
The winning 
bidders have 
a scheduled 
pick-up date, 
typically on a 
Saturday. Many 
online auction 
companies also 
offer shipping 

of  items for winning bid-
ders who live outside of  
the sale area.

There are times when 
there may not be enough 
items to run a sale at the 
site, but there are still 
different options avail-
able. It isn’t as prevalent 
as it once was, but some 
companies still do entire 
estate buyouts. After the 
family has divided up an 
estate there may be just 
a few pieces of  furniture 
left and a consignment 
shop could be an option. 
Donating remaining 
items helps local chari-
ties and may make you 
eligible for tax benefits. 
Sometimes things are of  

little to no value, and you 
may need a trash removal 
company or dumpster. 

Selling a collection or 
estate contents can be a 
difficult process. Along 
with selling the more 
valuable items for clients, 
I try to offer them a road-
map for getting remain-
ing items sold.

We have a major two 
session online auction 
taking place right now. 
Session I with historical 
and gambling memora-
bilia and a wide variety 
of  other items ends on 
Oct. 22. Session II with 
art, gold and estate jew-
elry, sterling silver flat-
ware and holloware, 
and coins ends on Oct. 
23. Please visit our Web 
site, https://centralmas-
sauctions.com, for links 
to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

Selling antiques and collectibles

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Consider fall leaves a gift from nature

Melinda Myers

Mowing fallen leaves on lawns to shred them into smaller 
pieces adds organic matter and nutrients to the soil as the 
leaf pieces decompose.

control anything, you’ll see that you 
don’t need to control anything.”

Maybe life isn’t about pushing 
harder—it’s about stepping back and 
letting the puzzle pieces fall into place 
on their own.

Imagine you’re headed out to watch 
the big game and suddenly hit a major 
traffic jam. Your first instinct might 
be to freak out, curse your luck, and 
start weaving in and out of  lanes to 
compensate for lost time. But what if  
there’s a reason you’re stuck? What 
if  that traffic jam is working in your 
favor?

Later, you find that without the traf-
fic jam, you would have ended up in 
the middle of  a deadly five-car pileup 
just a few miles ahead. That frustra-
tion of  being late could’ve actually 
saved your life.

When you stop fighting every obsta-
cle and let things unfold, you might 
find that setbacks are Synchronicity 
in disguise, keeping you exactly 
where you need to be.

So, the next time life throws a 
wrench in your plans, take a deep 
breath and consider that maybe, just 
maybe, it’s not a roadblock—it’s a 
detour leading you somewhere better.

When you let go of  control, life 
surprises you in ways you never 
imagined. Trust the process, embrace 
the unexpected, and remember that 
sometimes, not getting what you want 
might be life’s way of  giving you 
exactly what you need.

POSITIVELY
continued from page  A12
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
12:23 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 2:50 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 8:13 a.m.: 
mv stop (Marshall Street), Zachary 
J. Haynes, 36, 7 Westland Avenue, 
Auburn, unlicensed operation, unreg-
istered mv, possession Class E drug, 
arrest; 9:29 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 9:35 a.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), report 
taken; 11:11 a.m.: summons service 
(Main Street), served; 11:29 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
11:39 a.m.: ambulance (Paxton Street), 
transported; 11:55 a.m.: mv stop (Pine 
Street), verbal warning; 1:36 p.m.: 
ambulance (Flint Way), transported; 
2:40 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 2:44 p.m.: erratic oper-
ator (Main Street), spoken to; 4:36 
p.m.: investigation (Stafford Street, 
Charlton), report taken; 7:16 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Winslow Avenue), 
referred; 8:12 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), verbal warning; 11:25 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Main Street), investigated.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
12:59 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

name and address redacted from police 
log, unregistered mv, unlicensed oper-
ation, criminal application issued; 1:12 
a.m.: assist citizen (Stafford Street); 6:32 
a.m.: investigation (Auburn Street), 
report taken; 8:04 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(Lake Sargent Drive), services ren-
dered; 9:12 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), verbal warning; 
9:26 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 9:28 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 9:29 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 9:39 a.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 9:48 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 9:53 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 10:10 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
10:17 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 11:09 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 11:26 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), writ-
ten warning; 11:33 a.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 11:45 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 12:42 p.m.: ambulance (Rawson 
Street), transported; 1:05 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 1:18 
p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), Joseph 
Vincent Wackell, 47, 457 Pleasant 
Street, #457, Leicester, op/w license 
revoked as habitual traffic offender, no 
inspection sticker, arrest; name and 
address redacted from police log, unli-
censed operation, criminal application 
issued; 1:56 p.m.: ambulance (Soojians 
Drive), transported; 2:11 p.m.: shoplift-
ing (Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, shoplifting 
by asportation, criminal application 
issued; 2:28 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), spoken to; 4:16 p.m.: erratic 
operator (Redfield Road), unfound-
ed; 5:32 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, op w/suspended license, criminal 
application issued; 5:51 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Victoria Drive), transported; 
6:08 p.m.: accident (Auburn Street), 
report taken; 6:15 p.m.: assist other 
PD (Glenmeare Road, Charlton), ser-
vices rendered; 7:30 p.m.: trespassing 
(Soojians Drive), Jonathan M. Gagnon, 
3 Maverick Drive, Brookfield, shop-
lifting by concealing merchandise/3rd 
offense, straight warrant, arrest; 7:46 
p.m.: assist citizen (South Main Street); 
10:13 p.m.: mutual aid (Main Street, 
Worcester), transported to hospital; 
11:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
12:23 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 

Street), verbal warning; 1:21 a.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), verbal warn-
ing; 2:49 a.m.: mv b&e (White Birch 
Street), report taken; 7:01 a.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), citation 
issued; 9:14 a.m.: ambulance (Winslow 
Avenue), transported; 2:01 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), spoken to; 2:04 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
2:14 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), Fred 

Giovaninni, 40, 28 Alton Drive, Dudley, 
op w/suspended license, marked lanes 
violation, possession Class B drug; 
2:37 p.m.: investigation (White Birch 
Street), spoken to; 5:35 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 6:22 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), spo-
ken to; 6:50 p.m.: mv stop (Auburn 
Street), verbal warning; 6:55 p.m.: gun-
shots heard (Salminen Drive), unable 
to locate; 7:01 p.m.: disturbance (Oak 
Bluff  Lane), investigated; 7:17 p.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 
8:03 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unlicensed operation, marked lanes 
violation, criminal application issued; 
8:13 p.m.: hit/run accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 9:01 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), spoken to; 9:03 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Main Street), spoken to; 9:45 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 9:51 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
9:56 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
12:13 a.m.: disabled mv (Stafford 

Street), mv towed; 12:51 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 5:59 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Chesnar 
Drive), unfounded; 8:53 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), spoken to; 9:03 a.m.: 
welfare check (Church Street), assist-
ed; 9:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 10:12 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 10:35 
a.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 11:01 a.m.: welfare 
check (Mulberry Street), assisted; 11:43 
a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), writ-
ten warning; 12:52 p.m.: ambulance 
(Warren Street), transported; 1:31 
p.m.: welfare check (Mayflower Road), 
transported to hospital; 1:38 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Tracy Place), transported; 
2:19 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians Drive), 
Pedro L. Morales, 12 Wall Street, #2, 
Worcester, shoplifting by asporta-
tion/3rd offense, possession Class C 
drug, trespassing, default warrant, 
arrest; 2:34 p.m.: ambulance (Victoria 
Drive), transported; 3:04 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Main Street), spoken to; 
3:40 p.m.: welfare check (South Main 
Street), transported; 7:19 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Westminster Street), 
services rendered; 8:00 p.m.: distur-
bance (Main Street), resolved.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
12:15 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 12:19 a.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), resolved; 1:21 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Chesnar Drive), 
unfounded; 7:38 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 9:30 a.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
11:51 a.m.: suspicious mv (Town Beach 
Road), services rendered; 12:00 p.m.: 
keep the peace (Maple Street), services 
rendered; 1:11 p.m.: search warrant ser-
vice (South Main Street), resolved; 1:26 
p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant Street), 
gone on arrival; 2:27 p.m.: erratic oper-
ator (Main Street), report taken; 3:15 
p.m.: animal complaint (River Street), 
referred; 4:48 p.m.: welfare check 
(Pleasant Street), resolved; 6:51 p.m.: 
assist other PD (Walbridge Road), ser-
vices rendered; 7:40 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Russell Street, Worcester), report 
taken; 7:47 p.m.: ambulance (Soojians 
Drive), transported; 11:03 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Chesnar Drive), investigated; 
11:45 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
3:12 a.m.: ambulance (Craig Street), 

transported; 9:01 a.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 9:44 
a.m.: investigation (Cricklewood 
Drive), report taken; 10:19 a.m.: keep 
the peace (Chesnar Drive), peace 
restored; 10:37 a.m.: welfare check 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 11:31 
a.m.: assault (Brickyard Road), Robert 
A. Eskra, 27, 2 Brickyard Road, 
Rochdale, a&b w/dangerous weapon, 
arrest; 11:37 a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant 
Street), transported; 12:46 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Queen Street, Worcester), trans-
ported; 3:37 p.m.: accident (Marshall 
Street), mv towed; 4:49 p.m.: trespass-
ing (Lake Sargent Drive), spoken 
to; 5:30 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 5:40 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 7:39 p.m.: lock-
out (Main Street), assisted; 11:48 p.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), report 
taken.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
12:40 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 

verbal warning; 8:56 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 9:27 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken 
to; 10:02 a.m.: keep the peace (Maple 
Street), resolved; 1:00 p.m.: illegal 
dumping (Charles Street), advised 
civil action; 1:44 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 1:50 p.m.: mv 
stop (Greenville Circle), citation issued; 
2:06 p.m.: mv stop (Auburn Street), 
no action required; 2:13 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 2:30 
p.m.: summons service (Reservoir 
Street), unable to serve; 5:32 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 6:17 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Andy Drive); 6:28 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:54 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (Mannville Street), no action 
required.

# # #

Spencer Police Log 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

12:14 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village), lift assist; 12:26 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Maple Street), fire drill; 1:46-
2:56 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
6:40 a.m.: medical/general (Oakland 
Drive); 7:30 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 8:22 a.m.: 911 
call (Paxton Road), resolved; 9:02 a.m.: 
fraud (Wilson Street), rep. threats; 
9:26 a.m.: animal complaint (North 
Spencer Road), cat found; 9:46 a.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village); 9:52 
a.m.: burglary/business (West Main 
Street), garage broken into; 10:48 a.m.: 
medical/general (Meadow Road); 12:45 
p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), neigh-
bor dispute; 1:08 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Bixby Road), hasn’t seen brother/3 
months; 3:02 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(Ash Street), spoken to; 3:28 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), LTC 
change of  address; 3:59 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Pleasant Street), found 
cat; 5:26 p.m.: medical/general (Pearl 
Street); 5:36 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 6:36 p.m.: 
fire/woods/grass (Paxton Road), ille-
gal burn; 6:47 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), State Police bolo; 7:35 
p.m.: medical/general (Salem Street); 
8:37 p.m.: suspicious persons (Maple 
Street), investigated; 8:50 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Church Street), c/o failure to 
stop; 9:18 p.m.: suspicious mv (Howe 
Road), investigated; (total daily mv 
stops – 5).

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
12:30 a.m.: mutual aid (Chickering 

Road), assist Uxbridge PD; 12:40-2:30 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:07 
a.m.: intelligence/parole (West Main 
Street), info rec’d; 1:09 a.m.: parking 
violation (Pope Street), ticket issued; 
1:33 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 3:03 a.m.: medical/
general (Brooks Pond Road); 7:49 a.m.: 
LTC issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 8:26 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 10:54 a.m.: parking complaint 
(West Main Street), mvs parking on 
property; 11:00 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Spring Street); 11:10 a.m.: DPW 
call (South Street), fire wires taken 
down; 11:26 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Kittredge Road), resolved; 11:35 a.m.: 
fraud (Gold Nugget Road), report taken; 
12:20 p.m.: suspicious mv (Smithville 
Road), investigated; 12:25 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Main Street), investigat-
ed; 1:18 p.m.: officer wanted (Church 
Street), spoken to; 1:39 p.m.: larceny 
(Church Street), report taken; 1:39 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), re: 
restraining order; 2:03 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 3:13 p.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village), lift 
assist; 3:56 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Church Street); 4:20 p.m.: juve-
nile matter (Smithville Road), services 
rendered; 4:27 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 4:40 p.m.: disabled mv 
(West Main Street), services rendered; 
5:16 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), resolved; 5:31 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Church Street), rep. threats; 
5:47 p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 5:56 p.m.: lost/found (Main 
Street), wallet lost; 6:25 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Ash Street), erratic operator; 
7:19 p.m.: accident (Pleasant Street), 
report taken; 8:22 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 8:34 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), erratic 
operator; 9:09 p.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), services rendered; 9:24 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Chickering Road), wel-
fare check; 10:21 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(G.H. Wilson Road), family issue; (total 
daily mv stops – 4).

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
12:05-2:12 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:11 a.m.: vandalism (Mechanic 
Street), report taken; 2:23 a.m.: parking 
violation (Pearl Street), ticket issued; 
4:37 a.m.: intelligence/parole (West 
Main Street), info rec’d; 6:40 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Church Street), req. wel-
fare check; 7:56 a.m.: fire alarm (Deer 
Run Road), referred; 7:58 a.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 8:26 
a.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
9:56 a.m.: DPW call (May Street), phone 
line down; 10:05 a.m.: restraining order 
service (Greenville Street); 11:09 a.m.: 
citizen complaint (North Spencer 
Road), 12:30 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Westland Drive), concerned about 
dog; 12:44 p.m.: fraud (Lyford Road), 
report taken; 12:54 p.m.: chemical/
fuel spill (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 1:26 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), invol. commit/substance 
abuse; 1:38 p.m.: fraud (Sunset Lane), 
rep. threats; 1:56 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Cherry Street), c/o mvs speeding; 1:59 
p.m.: animal complaint (North Spencer 
Road), rep. dead rat; 3:09 p.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street), report taken; 7:13 
p.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street), 
referred; 8:16 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 8:37 p.m.: suspicious mv (Howe 
Road), investigated; 8:48 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 8:52 p.m.: med-
ical/sudden death (Thompson Pond 
Road); 11:07 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), c/o tailgating; (total daily mv 
stops – 3).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
12:22 a.m.: fire alarm (Main Street), 

referred; 12:41-1:16 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 1:27 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), Pedro C. Rodriguez, 53, 
8 Jones Street, Spencer, OUI liquor, 
negligent operation, marked lanes vio-
lation, arrest; 3:04 a.m.: intelligence/
parole (West Main Street), info rec’d; 
7:51 a.m.: medical/general (Maple 
Street); 8:17 a.m.: mv lockout (Pearl 
Street), assisted; 9:15 a.m.: odor of  gas 

(Main Street), referred; 10:04 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Maple Street), re: issue 
w/landlord; 10:58 a.m.: mv complaint 
(South Spencer Road), c/o mvs speed-
ing; 12:55 p.m.: mv lockout (West Main 
Street), assisted; 1:03 p.m.: medical/
general (Prospect Street); 2:31 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Pleasant Street), 
services rendered; 2:32 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 3:22 p.m.: 
illegal dumping (Main Street), inves-
tigated; 5:13 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village), lift assist; 5:31 p.m.: 911 
call (Main Street), Valerie A. Brazeau, 
25, 56 Main Street, Spencer, warrant, 
arrest; 6:32 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Auburn PD bolo; 8:25 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
North Brookfield PD bolo; 9:29 p.m.: 
RV complaint (Smithville Road), dirt 
bike/no lights or helmet; 11:32 p.m.: 
disturbance (Chestnut Street), verbal 
dispute; (total daily mv stops – 2).

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
12:20 a.m.: medical/general (Point 

Eastalee Drive); 1:48 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 6:50 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Lyford Road), referred; 7:09 
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 9:38 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 10:21 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), spoken 
to; 10:41 a.m.: mv complaint (Route 49), 
erratic operator; 11:13 a.m.: mutual 
aid (Main Street), assist State Police; 
11:14 a.m.: medical/general (Donnelly 
Cross Road); 12:07 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Prospect Street), found cat; 5:13 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), rep. 
poss. drunk driver; 5:35 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (May Street), investi-
gated; 5:51 p.m.: juvenile matter (Park 
Street), kids on roof  of  bath house; 6:18 
p.m.: 911 call (Ash Street), accidental; 
6:48 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
spoken to; 8:56 p.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 9:48 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Valley Street); 10:10 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Pleasant Street), loose dog; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
1:33 a.m.: fire alarm (Cherry Street), 

referred; 1:56 a.m.: assault (Pleasant 
Street), rep. threats; 2:48 a.m.: medical/
general (Borkum Road); 4:26 a.m.: med-
ical/general (North Spencer Road); 
7:15 a.m.: medical/general (Williams 
Drive); 8:27 a.m.: suspicious persons 
(Lloyd Dyer Drive), req. no trespass 
order; 8:28 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Wall Street), spoken to; 8:33 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Debbie Drive); 8:38 a.m.: 
medical/general (School Street); 9:58 
a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 10:57 a.m.: juvenile matter 
(Ash Street), re: threats; 11:31 a.m.: mv 
repossessed (Depot Road), info rec’d; 
11:40 a.m.: FID card issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 12:00 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (North Spencer Road), investigated; 
12:38 p.m.: juvenile matter (Lakeview 
Drive), req. welfare check; 12:42 p.m.: 
LTC issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 2:58 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), LTC change of  address; 
3:59 p.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 4:22 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Charron Street); 
4:48 p.m.: animal complaint (Ethier 
Drive), coyote killing chickens; 4:49 
p.m.: officer wanted (Cherry Street), 
req. welfare check; 4:59 p.m.: illegal 
dumping (Clark Road), trash dumped 
on property; 6:06 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (Grove Street), investigated; 6:31 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), open 
line; 6:50 p.m.: officer wanted (Debbie 
Drive), rep. humming noise; 8:57 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Church Street), req. 
check on tenant; 11:36 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Mechanic Street), investigated; 
11:51 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
(total daily mv stops – 3).

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
12:09-2:35 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:39 a.m.: arrest warrant ser-
vice (Cherry Street), Jared M. Perron, 
45, homeless, Spencer, warrant, arrest; 
4:19 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 5:41 a.m.: DPW call (Main 
Street), truck took down line; 6:01 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Pearl Street), no 
contact; 8:07 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(West Main Street), accidental; 10:35 
a.m.: officer wanted (Greenville Street), 
req. escort/retrieve belongings; 11:10 
a.m.: animal complaint (Lamoreaux 
Lane), bear on property; 11:20 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Valley Street), lock 
missing; 11:30 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Wire Village Road), poss. rabid rac-
coon; 11:44 a.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), assisted; 12:01 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
12:04 p.m.: residential alarm (Paxton 
Road), referred; 12:33 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), services rendered; 
12:44 p.m.: suspicious persons (Main 
Street), investigated; 2:12 p.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), wallet 
found; 2:44 p.m.: lost/found (West Main 
Street), found work ID; 2:55 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (North Spencer Road), info 
taken; 3:43 p.m.: mutual aid (Smithville 
Road), assist Worcester PD; 4:05 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Wall Street), req. wel-
fare check; 4:49 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Debbie Drive), c/o humming sound; 
5:45 p.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
investigated; 5:59 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), water shut off; 6:53 
p.m.: animal complaint (Main Street), 
feral cat/kittens in yard; 7:00 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Main Street), daugh. 
fled; 8:00 p.m.: disturbance (Oakland 
Drive), noise complaint; (total daily mv 
stops – 4).

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

Open house 10/6/22 12-2 
8 Westward Way, Brookfield

 in Wagon Wheel Park

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

*5 Acres * 3.5 Baths
* Oak Floors throughout

*Gourmet Kitchen w/ center island
* Finished Lower Level w/ Full Bath

* Weekly Open Houses or by Appointment

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

FEATURE HOME- CHARLTON
NEW Construction- Glenview Estates

12 Elliot Drive $695,000

*1.37 Acres
* 2.5 Baths

*Private Country 
Setting

*Hickory  
Cabinets reaching 

to the ceiling
*Step down 
livingroom

93 Haggerty Rd. $654,900

CHARLTON- 4 BEDROOMS BUYER- 
REPRESENTATION 

OFFERED!
*Experinced Agents
*Market Knowledge
*Participants in the 
Homes for Heroes 

Program offering Buyer 
and Seller Incentives
Call Diane or Jo-Ann

2 BANKOWNED 
PROPERTIES 
AVAILABLE 

WEBSTER - 4/5 Bedroom 
Home, totally redone

$499,900
DUDLEY- 2 Units, 

2 bedroom each, 
 2 car garage

$499,000
BUYERS CALL FOR 
REPRESENTATION
Jo-Ann 508-943-7669

LAND! LAND! LAND!
CHARLTON- 6.1 ACRES

Existing well on property
Unique Opportunity - 

Existing House needs to be demolished
Call Jo-Ann for details

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

2 family - 3 bedroom 
apartment & a 1 bed-
room apartment. Many 
new updates. Central 
Air! Plenty of parking. 
Centrally Located.

$399,900.

WEBSTER - 6 SLATER ST

Need Your Own Space? *~* 
Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ sit-
uated on a Private 0.35 acre on a 
‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun-

room, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors, 
large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900

DUDLEY 
3 FILO RD 

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity “To 
Have & To Hold” Quality Built, Re-
spectfully Maintained Two Family! Built 
in 1941 & owned by the same family 
for 83+ Years. 10 Spacious Rooms! 
Hallway w/custom staircase ~ Very 
Impressive! Hardwood floors! Level lot 
w/outdoor fireplace!  $499,900.

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

Featured New Construction Listing!

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked 
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside 
Beach/Boat Ramp . This is the 2nd of 4 New Construction 
Homes To Be Built at this Site.  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living 
Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!      $579,900

WEBSTER- 22 COOPER RD 

Property Management   
Residential 
Commercial

Condominium
Rental/Leasing 

Property Maintenance
Construction
Remodeling
Maintenance

Handyman Services
Established in 1985 

with almost 40 years of experience. 
Fully licensed and insured.

971 Providence Rd
Whitinsville, MA 01588

508-234-3414
www.RRRMGT.com

Realty Management, llc

R&R

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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LEICESTER — Family and friends of  the late Kelly McCue met on 
the Town Common last week to remember the life and legacy of  a 
beloved community leader.

The Sept. 23 program featured the planting of  a tree in remem-
brance. Several town officials, former colleagues, and other guests 
spoke of  the daily impact McCue had on her town.

“We all need to remember not only the person we loved, but the 
person she knew we all could be. With humor and honesty, she often 
served as the conscience of  truth,” said Selectman Doug Belanger.

Assistant Town Clerk Susan Zuscak 
welcomed guests with memories of  her 
friendship with McCue, describing her 
outgoing, fun attitude in all circum-
stances.

In addition to serving as the assis-
tant to the building inspector, McCue, 
54, was an officer and active member 
of  the Cherry Valley American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 443.

McCue’s mother, Judy Conroy, placed 
a memorial plaque which reads: “A 
beloved friend and coworker of  the town 
of  Leicester.” 

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Blue • Greige 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray 

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

FALL Is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

APPLES
Honey Crisp

Many varieties 
of apples

Apple Cider Donuts
on Weekends

U Pick Apples & Fall Raspberries!

Ragged Hill Orchards
Open Daily 9-5 • 508-867-2187
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield

raggedhill.com
Directions from Rt 9, take Pierce Rd.  
to Ragged Hill Rd., or take Snow Rd. 

to Wickaboag Valley Road.  
to Ragged Hill Rd.

Say Hello to Mass Advantage,  
your local Medicare Advantage plan designed with 
the help of UMass Memorial Health providers with 

their patients’ needs in mind.

More locations, dates and times available.

Call our Benefit Information Center at 
(844) 513-0529 (TTY:711) 

or visit MassAdvantage.info/SeminarsNow

Representatives are available October 1 - March 31, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., 7 days a week; 
and April 1 – September 30, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

Calls are answered by licensed sales agents.

Mass Advantage is an HMO and PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal. †Premium and coverage may 
vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. Other providers are available in our network. For accommodation of persons 
with special needs at meetings, call toll-free (844) 513-0529 (TTY:711). We can also help with registering for a seminar or rescheduling due to inclement weather.                                                          

Y0173_250088_M Accepted

   $0 monthly plan 
premium HMO & PPO 
plan options  

   No medical or 
prescription drug 
deductibles

   $0 or low copays 
for Tier 1 and Tier 2 
prescription drugs

   Copays as low as 
$0 for physical and 
occupational therapy, 
labs, and x-rays 

   Prepaid benefit card 
allowances for fitness, 
mental health apps, 
Weight Watchers, 
hearing aids, eyewear, 
and more 

   $0 copay preventive 
dental service and 
generous  
comprehensive dental 
coverage

RSVP for a local informational seminar today.

Enjoy these 
benefits† and more:

Auburn  
The Auburn ELKS Lodge  
754 Southbridge Street

• Oct. 15, at 2 PM

East Brookfield   
The Salem Cross Inn  
260 West Main Street

• Oct. 24, at 2 PM

Southbridge 
Harrington Hospital 
100 South Street, Conference Rm 1

• Oct. 22, at 2 PM 
• Nov. 19, at 10 AM

Sturbridge  
Publick House Historic Inn  
277 Main Street 

• Oct. 16, at 10 AM 

Uxbridge
Tri-River Family Health Center  
281 East Hartford Avenue 

• Oct. 28, at 2 PM 

Webster 
Webster Senior Center 
5 Church Street

• Oct. 17, at 10 AM

Virtual Seminars  
via Zoom (online)

• Oct. 21, at 2 PM 
• Oct. 26, at 10 AM 

Courtesy

A community gathering in Leicester hon-
ored the life and legacy of the late Kelly 
McCue.

Family, friends celebrate life
 and legacy of Kelly McCue
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