Title V Inspections

Your Local Experts In: Excavation, Foundation,
Land Clearing, Site Development E}g@
& Trenchless Excavation

Thank You to our Customers, Community and Generations
of Families who have Trusted Soper Construction.

Septic System Specialists  Water & Sewer Tie-ins

Scan QR to
Learn More...

a @ www.hiresoper.com ~ (508)765-9003

o 4 k ay ‘r.ﬂi.

Free by request to residents of Charlton,
Charlton City and Charlton Depot
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Relay For Life of Southern Worcester County returns

for Day of Hope, Remembrance and Community Support

SOUTHBRIDGE —
Cancer survivors, caregivers,
families and supporters from
across Southern Worcester
County will gather at
McMahon Field on Saturday,
June 20, for the annual
Relay For Life of Southern
Worcester County, a daylong
event dedicated to celebrat-

ing survivors, remembering
those lost to cancer and rais-
ing funds for the fight against
the disease.

This year’s theme, “From
Small Seeds, Hope Grows,”
reflects the event’s focus on
resilience, community sup-
port and the ongoing effort to
fund cancer research, patient

Sturbridge celebrates America250

on June 27 with parade and festival

STURBRIDGE — The Parade steps off at 10:30 a.m.
from the intersection of Stallion Hill and the OSV Access
Road. Featured are Bob Briere as Grand Marshal, and
Guest of Honor Virginia Jalbert, the Town’s oldest resident.
There are more than 70 units participating — bands, floats
by local groups and businesses, scouts, local youth sports
teams, dance troupes, vintage vehicles, clowns, a tank, and
so much more. Viewing will be along Route 20 and Route
131 starting at Saw Dust Coffee House and ending at the
Town Common. Emcee Bill Emrich will have colorful
play by play of the entrants.

At 1 p.m., the America250 Festival kicks off on the
Town Common. Jenee Lacey will sing the National
Anthem, followed by welcoming remarks by State Sen.
Ryan Fattman and Representative Todd Smola, and read-
ings from the Burgess Elementary School essay contest
winners. Also attending and reading her essay, which has
been awarded 2nd place in the National Essay Contest, is
Burgess 6th grader, Elizabet Beaupre. The 215th Army
Band of the Massachusetts Army National Guard will per-
form from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Throughout the event, which lasts until 5 p.m., there
will be various booths, activities, and demonstrations.
These include a militia encampment and military uniforms
display, historical activities, a display of Model A cars, axe
throwing, a bouncy house, yard games, a photo booth, and
food trucks from BT’s Smokehouse, Thai Place, Chic-fil-a,
and Suzy Q’s Ice Cream. The Publick House and Oakholm
Brewery will be serving beer, and Deep Roots Distillery
will serve lemonade and cocktails. At 2:30 p.m., there will
be a cherry-pie-eating contest, followed by a ceremonial
cake cutting and serving of a special America250 cake
created by the Publick House.

From 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., interpreters will be stationed in
the Old Burial Ground to engage visitors in a self-guided
tour and discuss the Revolutionary War veterans buried
there. At 3:30 p.m., performers from Mass Motion Dance
Academy will dance to patriotic music.

Parking around the Common will be available for hand-
icap and accessible needs. There will be parking available
behind the Town Hall, in the parking lot off Haynes Street,
and at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 345 Main St.
Additional parking is available at the Burgess Elementary
School and the Sturbridge Host Hotel, with shuttle buses
providing service to and from the Common starting at
approximately 12:30 p.m. Follow traffic signs for road
closures and traffic shifts due to the Parade.

services and advocacy pro-
grams through the American
Cancer Society.

The relay begins at 9 a.m.
with an opening ceremony,
followed by the traditional
Survivor Lap at 9:15 am.
Cancer survivors will be rec-
ognized for their strength and
determination as they lead
participants around the track.
A Caregiver Lap will follow
at 9:30 a.m., honoring those
who have provided support
and care to loved ones facing
cancer.

Throughout the day, teams
will participate in themed
laps, games, raffles and fund-
raising activities designed to
bring the community togeth-

er while supporting a com-
mon cause. A Team Banner
and Mascot Lap kicks off
the morning activities at 9:45
a.m., followed by a Tutu Lap
at 10 a.m.

One of the event’s fea-
tured activities, Plant Bingo,
begins at 11 a.m. under
the event tent. Other fami-
ly-friendly activities include
Lego Laps at 11:15 am., a
Hula Hoop Lap at noon, a
Bubble Lap at 12:30 p.m.
and a Pinwheel Lap at 1 p.m.

Fundraising remains a
key component of Relay For
Life. Participants will have
the opportunity to bid during
the One Pound Auction, with
a sneak peek scheduled for

10:30 a.m. and the auction
beginning at 2 p.m. Raffles
will continue throughout the
day, with final drawings tak-
ing place at 7:15 p.m.

Afternoon activities
include a Flower Power
Lap at 3 p.m. and a Slime
Bucket Challenge at 4 p.m.
Survivors and caregivers will
once again be recognized
during a second Survivor/
Caregiver Lap at 4:45 p.m.,
followed by a Survivor
Dinner at 5 p.m.

As evening approach-
es, participants will take
part in additional themed
events, including the Freeze
Frame Lap at 5:30 p.m.,
the Fight Back Pinata at 6

%
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CONGRATULATIONS TO TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY CLASS OF 2026

Trinity Catholic Academy is proud to celebrate our graduating 8th graders as they complete this
important chapter and prepare for the exciting opportunities ahead. We wish them continued
success, happiness, and God'’s blessings as they begin their high school journey. Front row:
Ayden Rodriguez & Caius Ovalles. Middle row: Abigail Frazier, Heer Swadia, Carilynne Norris,
Sophia Gauthier, & Celia Ladd. Back row: Alexio Yacavace, Zyon Stockley, & Nicolas Gauvin.

Courtesy Photo

pm. and a Reverse Lap at
7 p.m. Organizers will pro-
vide a fundraising update and
announce final raffle opportu-
nities at 6:30 p.m.

The event transitions into
a more reflective atmosphere
after sunset. A Tutu Glow Lap
is scheduled for 8 p.m., fol-
lowed by the final calendar
raffle announcement at 8:15
p.m.

One of the most meaningful
moments of the day will begin
at 8:30 p.m. with the light-
ing of luminarias. Decorated
luminaria bags, often dedi-
cated in honor or memory of
loved ones affected by cancer,
will illuminate the field as
participants prepare for the
Luminary Ceremony and
Remembrance Lap at 9 p.m.

The event concludes with
a Closing Ceremony and
Ringing of the Bells Lap at
9:15 p.m., symbolizing hope
for the future and the contin-
ued commitment to the fight
against cancer.

Relay For Life events
have raised billions of dol-
lars nationwide since the
American Cancer Society
launched the program in 1985.
Funds raised support cancer
research, patient transporta-
tion programs, lodging assis-
tance, educational resources
and advocacy efforts.

Organizers encourage com-
munity members to attend,
participate in activities, sup-
port fundraising efforts and
honor those whose lives have
been touched by cancer.

Additional  information
about the Relay For Life of
Southern Worcester County
is available at RelayForLife.
org/SWC or by calling the
American Cancer Society at
1-800-227-2345.

Smola supports funding for municipal road and bridge repairs

REGION —  The
House and Senate have
authorized a $300 mil-
lion Chapter 90 appropri-
ation for cities and towns

to assist with municipal
road and bridge repairs,
with the support of State
Rep. Todd M. Smola
(R-Warren, Ranking

The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts will host the annual Summerfest on Saturday, June 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the front lawn of
111 Main St. in Southbridge. Featuring more than 25 crafters, Summerfest is a highlight of the Center. Live music will be provided by
the Euphordlites, along with a food truck. Admission is free and all are welcome. The galleries will be open featuring the works of
June artists David Baggerly, Barbara O'Brien and James R. Wilton. Don't miss this fun event. For more information, go to the Web site,
ruthwellscenter.com. The Center has been offering art and cultural programs for almost 50 years!

Courtesy Photo

Member, Ways & Means
Committee)

The funding was
included as part of a
$4.58 billion transporta-

tion bond bill enacted in
both branches on June 4.
The bill is now before
Governor Maura Healey
Turn To FUNDING page A14

Gateway Players holding
auditions for “The Outsider”

SOUTHBRIDGE —
Gateway Players Theatre
in Southbridge is host-
ing auditions for "The
Outsider” written by Paul
Slade Smith. Auditions
will be held on Sunday,
July 12 and Tuesday,
July 14 at 6:30 p.m., in
Fellowship Hall at Elm

Street Congregational
Church, 61 Elm St.,
Southbridge.

Auditions will consist
of cold-readings from
the script. Show dates
are Oct. 9, 10, 16, 17
and 18. Rehearsals will
be on Mondays and
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.,
starting Aug. 3. Character
information is listed
below. This is an adult
production.  Directed
by Patrick Bracken,
and Produced by Ed
Humphries. For more
information, please con-
tact Gateway at 508-764-

4531, or Ed Humphries
at ehumphires72@gmail.
com. Presented by per-
mission through spe-
cial arrangement with
Concord Theatricals, A
Dramatists Play Service
Title

Ned Newley doesn’t
even want to be gov-
ernor. He’s terrified of
public speaking; his poll
numbers are impressive-
ly bad. To his ever-sup-
portive Chief of Staff,
Ned seems destined to
fail. But political con-
sultant Arthur Vance sees
things differently: Ned
might be the worst can-
didate to ever run for
office. Unless the public
is looking for the worst
candidate to ever run for
office.... A timely and
hilarious comedy that
skewers politics and cel-
ebrates democracy.

TurnTo AUDITIONS pagcA14
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FINE JEWELRY & GIFTS

SELL YOUR VALUABLES

TO THE NATION'S LEADING ESTATE BUYERS

We buy gold, silver, diamonds, coins & more!

3 DAYS ONLY

JUNE 23 - 25
Tuesday - Wednesday | 9:30am - 5:30pm
Thursday | 9:30am - 4:30pm
409 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Call for directions: (508) 764-7250

Fine Jewelry

O AnyAge &Any Style

O Gold, Silver and Platinum Jewelry
O Broken or Damaged Jewelry

O Designer Jewelry

Diamonds

O Loose & Mounted

O Damaged

O Any Size, Color, Style Natural Diamonds

Scrap Gold & Silver

O Gold, Silver & Platinum

O Dental Gold

O Old Mountings

O Class Rings & Fraternal Pins

Coins & Currency
O Gold & Silver Coins
O Bullion & Bars

O Old Paper Money
O Coin Collections

Watches

O Wristwatches & Pocket Watches
(Rolex**, Breitling, Patek, Omega, Elgin,
Waltham, lllinois, Hamilton, etc.)

O Any Condition

Sterling Silver

No Need to Polish. No Silver Plate.

O Flatware & Serving Pieces

O Jewelry (Turquoise, Southwestern, etc.)
O Candlesticks & Candelabras

Rarities
O Military Memorabilia
(Uniforms, Daggers, Swords, etc.)
O Pre-1950 Advertising & Toys
O Old Photos & Autographs (Tintypes, etc.)

Fine Art & Luxury Goods
We Do Not Buy China or Glassware.

O Original Art By Known Artists
O Designer Handbags (Chanel, Fendi, Gucci,
Hermés, Louis Vuitton, Prada, etc.)

O Pens (Montblanc, Montegrappa, etc.)

RECEIVE A 20% BONUS

When you trade for store credit”

Receive immediate payment! No appointment necessary.

Over 2,000 5-Star Reviews!

“We were quickly greeted upon our arrival and Jonny did a nice job
of appraising our items. Even though we had quite a few pieces, he
thoroughly reviewed the items and provided a fair offer. He answered

Ready to Sell?
SCAN QR CODE HERE
for full buying event details.

all of our questions and was patient as we asked about the process.
Overall, a pleasant and successful visit.” - Alan F.

=]
/\;}§ NATIONAL RARITIES  call(888) 787-1112 or visit NationalRarities.com

TR USTED ESTATE BUVYERS for any item-related questions.

*A free evaluation will be provided, but there is no obligation to purchase your items. Exclusions Apply. **We are not an authorized Rolex
dealer nor are we affiliated or endorsed by Rolex, Rolex USA, or any of its subsidiaries.
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Charlton Land Trust, Historical Society team up

for talk on land and the American Revolution

CHARLTON —
Charlton Heritage
Preservation
Trust (CHPT)
and the Charlton
Historical Society
(CHS) will col-
laboratively pres-
ent a free lecture

entitled “Land,
Revolution, and
Charlton” by
James David
Moran on

Tuesday June 30
at 7 p.m. in the
Rider Tavern.

The talk will
examine the
way people in
18th-centu-
ry Charlton and
Massachusetts

understood and
used the land,
and how these

ideas and practic-
es led to rebellion
and then revolu-
tion from Great
Britain. Charlton
also played a
significant role
in Declaring
Independence,
and this will be
described by
Moran in his talk.
The CHPT and
CHS are collab-
orating on this

program in cel-
ebration of the
nation’s 250th
anniversary.
While most
Americans today
don’t think of land
as being a catalyst
for the American
Revolution, it was
a central compo-
nent in how the
British  colonist
understood their
own identities.
Owning land was
the key to politi-
cal and econom-
ic agency and
power and the
need for more
land put rural
Massachusetts
farmers on a col-
lision course with
King George
and his parlia-
ment. This talk
will demonstrate
how Charlton
and other rural
Massachusetts
communities
were at the fore-
front of the fight
for independence
at the start of
the American
Revolution.
James David
Moran served as

the first director
of outreach and
then as vice presi-
dent for Programs
and Outreach at
the American
Antiquarian
Society for 28
years. He has
over forty years’
experience creat-

ing award-win-
ning cultural
and educational

programming.
Additionally, he
is a writer, direc-
tor, and producer
who has created
14 plays, 12 of
which have been
produced; most of
these have been
commissioned
and are based on
historical themes.
These include
“The Chains
of Liberty” for
the Worcester
Revolution of
1774; “Preserving
All Others” and
“Isaiah Thomas-
Patriot Printer”
for the American
Antiquarian

Society; and
“Portraits Come
Alive” and
“Portraits of

Freedom” for
Mechanics Hall.
His innovative
radio program,
“The History
Show,” appeared
on 151 public
radio stations
in 47 states. He
lives in Charlton,
Massachusetts,
with his wife,
Elizabeth and cat,
Bingo.

Copies of “The
History = Show”
will be available
for sale at the
June 30 program,
with the proceeds
supporting both
sponsoring insti-
tutions. “Land,
Revolution and
Charlton” is free
and open to the
public.

About CHPT

Charlton
Heritage
Preservation
Trust  acquires
and maintains
open space prop-
erties and con-
ducts programs
to enlighten and
entertain people
of all ages about
protecting  and
enjoying the nat-

ural world. CHPT
owns 19 conser-
vation  proper-
ties in Charlton,
totaling over 200
acres of natural
land open to the
public. CHPT
works with land-
owners, develop-
ers, and the town
to balance healthy
economic growth
with  conserva-
tion of important
natural resources
and historically
significant plac-
es. CHPT relies
on donations of
land and funds to
make new con-
servation  proj-
ects possible and
on the volunteer
help of its mem-
bers and friends
to preserve con-
servation areas
for the public
benefit. For more
information and
to check out all
our properties, go
to CharltonTrust.
org or follow up
on Facebook
(Charlton Heritage
Preservation Trust)
and Instagram
(CharltonTrust).

Charlton Public Library to host Repair Café

CHARLTON
— The Charlton
Library is looking
for Fixers for our
first Repair Café!
Are you good with
tools? Do your
friends often ask
you for advice? Do
you enjoy build-
ing, maintaining,
and fixing things?
Are you free on
Saturday, Oct. 247
Reach out to Betsy

Perry, Library
Director, at 508-
248-0452 or per-
ryb@cwmars.org
for more informa-
tion.

What is a Repair
Café?

A Repair Café
is a gathering of
volunteers who
offer to consult on
and possibly fix
items that would
otherwise go to

landfills. The
Repair Café con-
cept is an attempt
to reverse our
society’s throw
away culture. We
throw out vast
amounts of stuff,
even things with
almost  nothing
wrong and which
just need a sim-
ple repair. The
problem is that
most people don’t

know how to fix
things and often it
costs more to have
an expert repair
something than
to simply replace
it. But replacing
things rather than
repairing  them
wastes raw mate-
rials and energy,
increases carbon
dioxide emissions
and expands our
overflowing land-

fills.

The Repair Café
will be held Oct.
24 at Charlton
Public Library in
partnership with
Charlton Business
Alliance,Charlton
Lions Club, and
Keep  Charlton
Beautiful.

Charlton Public
Library is located
at 40 Main St.

Jack Albright graduates from Marquette University

MILWAUKEE,
Wisc. — This
past spring,

Jack Albright of
Charlton graduat-
ed from Marquette
University in
Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
Albright earned
a Bachelor of
Arts degree in
Journalism.
Albright was
one of 3,166 stu-
dents to graduate
from Marquette
in May. The
university cele-
brated its 145th
Commencement
with a series of
events, includ-
ing Graduate
Recognition
Ceremonies at
Fiserv Forum and
a Baccalaureate

Mass on campus.
Learn more about
the weekend.
Marquette
University is a
Catholic, Jesuit
university  that
draws more than
8,000 undergrad-

uate and 3,700
graduate and pro-
fessional students
from nearly all
states and more
than 60 coun-
tries. In addition
to its nationally
recognized aca-

demic programs,
Marquette is
known for its ser-
vice learning pro-
grams and intern-
ships as students
are challenged
to use what they
learn to make a

(T

SUMMER-IN-LINE
LINE DANCING

for Beginners
Thursdays from 5:30 - 8pm (July & August)

Starting July 2, 2026
8 session $70 «(or pay u go $10)
at The Hayloft Barn, Sturbridge, MA

To register - email: forty.arroyo@gmail.com
or call 508 461 7247 LL

difference in
the world. Find
out more about
Marquette at mar-
quette.edu.

About CHS

The Charlton
Historical
Society collects,
preserves  and
shares the histo-
ry of Charlton,
Massachusetts.
The Society
maintains the
Number Two
Schoolhouse and
the historic Rider
Tavern, which
serves as home
to the Society.
The CHS reg-
ularly offers
tours, talks, and
activities for all
ages in the Rider
Tavern, a twenty-
two-room turn-
pike inn restored
to its original
1799 condition.
The private, non-
profit CHS also
offers programs
throughout the
community. For
more information
https://charlton-
historicalsociety.
com.

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
{\ KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT
i |
E N

Your Window & Door Experts
@ Lifetime Warranty | @

-
"
50% OFF

100% Financing
WINDOW & DOOR INSTALLATION

—

Available

LIMITED-TIME

(508) 784-1550

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter o« Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

™

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

y

[ —
VIsA

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MAi

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured

.o . ’ @ . 1 a :
+ & o Tridap’s Child # 4 +
Richard is an engaging, energetic,
and friendly boy with a great sense of
humor. He enjoys playing video games,
watching movies, and participating in
sports. Richard has built many positive
relationships with both peers and adults
at school and is known for being kind,
respectful, and easy to connect with.
Those who know Richard describe him
as compassionate, intuitive, and excep-
tionally polite. He cares deeply about
others and strongly believes in standing
up for people when needed, while also
advocating for himself. Richard’s caring
nature, strong values, and outgoing per-
sonality make him a joy to be around.
He would benefit from a supportive and
encouraging family that can continue to help him grow and thrive.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/21181269059

Richard

Age 14
Registration #8694

-

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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The Cursed Page Bookstore

announces soft opening in Sturbridge

STURBRIDGE — The Cursed Page Bookstore, an immersive
independent bookstore specializing in Gothic Horror and Dark
Academia, has officially opened for a soft launch at 559 Main Street
in Sturbridge.

Housed within a historic former mill, The Cursed Page is
designed to be more than a retail space; it is a gathering place for
readers, writers, makers, and curious minds. As the shop grows, the
space will host craft workshops, writing events, seminars, author
signings, and book clubs.

At the helm is owner Amy Black, who brings more than 30 years
of experience in bookselling, store leadership, author programming,
and large-scale literary events to The Cursed Page. Her career
includes management roles with Wesleyan RJ Julia and Barnes &
Noble, alongside pivotal work on BookExpo, BookCon, and New
York Comic Con. Known for her dedication to connecting readers
with stories and community, Black has crafted an atmospheric
haven for those drawn to gothic fiction, dark academia, folklore, and
the strange beauty of the unknown.

GREENDALE

PHYSICAL THERAPY If you're interested

in becoming a
patient of our new
Auburn office scan to

440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

receive more info.

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.

"The Cursed Page is my love letter to the book industry, which
has been my home and shaped my life for more than three decades,"
said Black. "Books have never been just objects on a shelf to me.
They are doors and windows into other worlds, other lives, and
ourselves. They help us feel seen, think differently, and discover
something new. I wanted to create a shop where readers can wander
in, follow their curiosity, and find a story that stays with them."

Beyond its collection of gothic and dark fiction, The Cursed Page
features curated nonfiction including folklore, science and nature,
gardening, cooking, and crafts. The store also offers thematic board
games, puzzles, and journals for in-store browsing. For those look-
ing to bring the shop’s unique atmosphere home, "Inner Sanctum"
subscription boxes are available exclusively through the store’s

CLUES ACROSS
1. Similar 36. Patti Hearst's captors
4. Have an ambitious plan or a lofty 37. Soft mineral with greasy feel
goal 39. Retired Brazilian footballer
10. No (Scottish) 40. An Indian nursemaid
11. __ Aires, city 41. Atomic #24
12. Morning 42. Immobile
14. Senior’s son (abbr.) 48. Insignia of royalty
15. A notable achievement 50. Seeds from which chocolate is
16. European nation made
18. Endings 51. Begin again
22. Puts into place 52. Round root
23. Former 53. Beginning to end (alt. sp.)
24. Grenadier 54. What newlyweds just said
26. Sea patrol 55. Empire State
27. Algerian port 56. Give back
28. Norwegian river 58. College hoops tournament
30. Precipitation 59. Unstable situations
31. Sunscreen rating 60. Young women's association

34. New York is one

CLUES DOWN

1. Administer a drug 29. Cool!

2. Holy places 31. Noteworthy 90s lawyer Kenneth
3. Contrary opinions 32. One who was compensated
4. Blood type 33. National symbols

5. Gags 35. Raising

6. Micturating 38. A type of talk

7. Silly 41. Cloud

8. A type of “cuff” 43, Middle Eastern peoples

9. Spanish be 44. Pouches

12. Austrian river 45. 007’s creator

13. Messenger ribonucleic acid 46. A cut of meat

17. Consume food 47. Sports entertainment award

49. Christine __, actress
56. Relief organization (abbr.)
57. Canadian province (abbr.)

19. California supermarket
20. Electronic communication
21. Cassia tree

25, Written works
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website.

As the shop settles into its new space, inventory continues to
expand. A grand opening celebration with special events will be

held later this year.

For more information, visit www.thecursedpage.com or follow @

thecursedpagebookstore.

Local students named to Colgate
graduating Class of 2026

HAMILTON, N.Y. —
Members of the Class
of 2026 were honored at
Andy Kerr Stadium for
Colgate University's 205th
Commencement, May 17.

Edward Cherry of Charlton
graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts in Natural Sciences
Magna Cum Laude

Colin Hughes of Charlton

graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts in Economics

Colgate is a distinctive,
leading American university
located in the heart of New
York State, and known for its
intellectual rigor, world-class
professors, campus of stunning
beauty, and alumni famous-
ly loyal to their alma mater.
Learn more at colgate.edu.

Owen O’Brien of Fiskdale named
to Lasell University Dean’s List

NEWTON — Owen
O’Brien, a Lasell University
student from Fiskdale, was
named to the Dean’s List for
their academic performance in
the Spring 2026 semester.

To be named to the Dean’s
List, Lasell students must
complete at least 12 credits
as a full-time student and
achieve a semester GPA of 3.5
or higher.

Local student named to WestConn spring Dean’s List

DANBURY, Conn. —
Hannah Philion, a Pre-
Nursing major from
Charlton, has been named

to the Dean’s List for the
spring 2026 semester at
Western Connecticut State
University.

REAL ESTATE

Charlton

$425,900, 7-L Stevens Rd
#A, 7 Ab L Stevens Inc,
and Gauthier, Ronald J, to
Martin, Kyle.

$420,000, 7 Glenmere Rd,
Curtis K Abbot Co Inc, and
Basel, Joann E, to Innamorati
2nd, Gary J.

$420,000, 9-L Stevens
Rd #B, Leblanc, Ronald, to
Fleitas, Erica, and Fleitas,
Juan Manuel.

$185,000, Hammond Rd,
Thh LLC, and Thomas,
Barbara, to Bertrand, Rachel,
and Bertrand, Michael S.

$24.000, Cranberry
Meadow Rd, Lussier Hurlbert
1994 Lt, and Herman,
Monique T, to 303-205 T,
and Gilmartin, Paul A.

None

STURBRIDGE

$800,000, 9 Old Towne
Way, Arndt, Prescott S, to
Labonte, Kayla, and Labonte,
Dane.

$625,000, 11 Lauren Ln,
Wahra, Harjinder S, and
Wahra, Satwinder

Kaur, to Patel, Samir, and
Patel, Parulben.

$500,000, 183 Charlton
Rd, Watson T, and Swiacki,
Jeanne G, to Adam T, and
Taylor, Charles E.

$410,000, 19 Arnold
Rd, Skoglund, Steven, and
Skoglund, Shannon, to
Roach, Emmilie.

$386,000, 8 Village Grn
#8, Rodier, Thomas P, to
Moynihan, Melissa Anne,

SOUTHBRIDGE and Brosnan, Patrick.
*REMODELING
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WINDOWS
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¢ LICENSED & INSURED 4 HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

TOPLACE ANAD

WITH STONEBRIDGE PRESS:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

MIKAELA VICTOR

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
LEGAL NOTICES:

(508) 909-4127
legals@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:

KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kerri@stoncbridgepress.news

TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:

E-MAIL
obits@stonebridgepress.news

CALL: 508-909-4149

OR send to Stonebridge Ppress

P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

E-MAIL: news@stoncbridgepress.news
OR send to Stonebridge Press,
P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550”

The Charlton Villager (USPS#024-954) is published weekly by Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm St.,
Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical postage paid at Southbridge, MA and additional mailing office(s).
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Stonebridge Press P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.

STONEBRIDGE /%
PrEss |/ { [ \

STONEBRIDGE PRESS
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER
FRANK G. CHILINSKI
FRANK(@SALMONPRESS.NEWS

BUSINESS MANAGER
RyaN CORNEAU
860-928-1818 kxt. 102

ryan(@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Jim DINIcoLA
508-764-6102

jim@stonebridgepress.news

Ebitor
BRENDAN BERUBE
508-909-4101
news(@stonebridgepress.news

PRODUCTION MANAGER
JuLIE CLARKE
508-909-4105

julie@yillagernewspapers.com

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10 CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8 am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 am.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 am.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25 will
be our last open Saturday until Labor
Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays .......oceveeeeererreenenns 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday ....cooovvvenieeninsieeesceceeines Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................... 8 am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............ (800) 275-8777
ScHooLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326
HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and 1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00
WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon, Tu & Th 2-6, W 12-6, Sat 9-12
closed Fri & Sun

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
¢ Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road,
248-4488 www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
¢ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St. 248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale
(508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm. Daily
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
*Elm Street Congregational Church,
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone: 508-764-8085 ¢ Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
*Faith Baptist Church,
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
Phone number 508-764-6132,
Worship Service: Sunday 10::00 a.m.
¢ St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862,
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
¢ Assemblies of God Southern New England District
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
¢ Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street -
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
* Bethlehem Lutheran Church-
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
* Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
*Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
*St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 & 8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church
(508) 765-3701
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Joshua Hyde Public Library

306 Main St.,
Sturbridge

508-347-2512

mayent@
cwmars.org

The Library will
be closed Saturday,
July 4th for the
Fourth of July.

SUMM ER
READING KICK-
OFF EVENTS

2:00pm to
4:00pm: For all
ages.

EXPLORE
EARTH"”S
TREASURES
WITH THE
ECOTARIUM -
Explore fossils
and geology with a
special guest from
the  EcoTarium
in Worcester.
Visitors of all
ages are invited to
drop by, examine
real specimens,
and learn about
Earth's  history
through interac-
tive  discovery.
Come anytime
during the pro-
gram to explore at
your own pace.

2:00pm to
4:00pm: For all
ages.

OFFICIAL
OPENING OF
THE LITTLE
FREE ART
GALLERY - Join
us during our
Summer Reading
Kick-off  after-
noon to help cel-
ebrate the official
opening of local
Girl Scout Eilee's

Gold Award proj-
ect, the Little
Free Art Gallery.
There will be arts
and crafts avail-
able from 2:00pm
to 3:30pm on the
front lawn, fol-
lowed by a brief
ceremony to
highlight Eilee's
accomplishments
at 3:45pm. Light
refreshments will
be provided.

2:30pm:  For
Kids ages 4 to
12 - “DIG IT”
WITH SCIENCE
HEROES -
Registration  is
required.

Children and

their families are
invited to kick off
2026's  Summer
Reading Program
with a fun and
interactive pro-
gram hosted by
Science Heroes!
Kids will be invit-
ed to participate as
they experiment
with the colorful
science that’s all
around us - while
also  exploring
ways they can use
S.T.E.M. to make
our world better.

STORY TIMES

SUMMER
BABY TIME
- Join wus for
rhymes, songs,
and lap bounces.

Mondays at
10:45am - 6/29,
7/6, 7/13, 17/20,
7/27 & 8/3

SUMMER

TODDLER
TIME - Join us
for stories, songs,

rhymes, and a
craft.

Tuesdays at
10:45am - 6/30,
77, 7/14, 17/21,
7128 & 8/4

FRONT LAWN

FRIDAYS - Join
us for stories and
outdoor play.

Fridays at
10:45am - 6/26,
7/3, 7/10, 7/17,
7/24 & 7/31

CHILDREN’S
PROGRAMS

Registration
is required. All
children under 12
must be accompa-
nied by an adult

caregiver.
DINOSAUR
PAINTING WITH
POP UP ART
SCHOOL
Tuesday, June
30 at 2:30pm. For
ages 8 to 12.
DINO DIG
PLAYTIME

Thursday, July
9 at 2:00pm. For
ages 4 to 12.

BATIK  ART
FOR KIDS: PART
ONE*

Wednesday,
July 15 at 2:00pm

BATIK  ART
FOR KIDS: PART
TWO*

Friday, July 17
at 2:00pm

*Batik Art is for
ages 8 to 14. Kids

must attend both
parts.

OWL PELLET
DISSECTION

Saturday, July
18 at 2:00pm. For
ages 7 to 12.

GILBERT THE

PARTY PIG

Saturday, July
25 at 2:00pm. For
ages 2 to 12.

R O C K
PAINTING AT
THE SENIOR
CENTER

Wednesday,

July 29 at 2:00pm.
For ages 4 to 12.

PIRATE
PARTY

Saturday,
August 1 at
11:00am. For ages
3 to 12.

MAKE IT
MONDAYS - At
3:30pm. For ages
7 to 12.

June 29 - 3D
Collage Dinosaur

July 13 - Clay
Dinosaur Eggs

July 27 -
Ancient Pottery
Excavation

August 3 -
Scroll Painting

PUPPET
SERIES

Monday, July 6
at 3:30pm - DIY
Marionettes for
ages 5to 12

Thursday, July
16 at 1:30pm -
No-Sew Sock
Puppet for ages 7
to 12

Monday, July
20 at 3:00pm -
No-Sew Puppet ~
Part One*

Friday, July
24 at 3:00pm -
No-Sew Puppet ~
Part Two*

*No-Sew
Muppets is for
kids ages 9 to 13.
Kids must attend
both parts.

WEDNESDAY
MORNING
MOVIES - At
10:30am - All
movies are rated

PG

July 1 - Ice
Age: Dawn of the
Dinosaurs

July 15 - The
Good Dinosaur

July 29 - The
Croods

SCAVENGER
HUNTS - In the
Children’s Room

Dinosaurs
June 24 through
July 7

Archaeology
- July 8 through
July 21

Ice Age - July
22 through August
4

SUMM ER
COLORING
CONTEST

Pick up a col-
oring page at the
library and return
it by August 5.
Entries will be
displayed in the
stairwell and one
winner from each
age group (3-5yrs;
6-9yrs; 10-12yrs)
will be chosen by

Students named to Champlain

College Dean’s List

BURLINGTON, Vt. — The following students
have been named to the Champlain College
Dean’s List for achieving a grade point average of
3.5 or higher in the Spring 2026 semester.

Layne Holcomb of Wales
Michael Ng of Sturbridge
Griffin Smith of Fiskdale

Founded in 1878, Champlain College is a small,
not-for-profit, private college in Burlington,
Vermont, with additional campuses in Montreal,
Canada, and Dublin, Ireland. Champlain offers
a residential undergraduate experience from its
beautiful campus overlooking Lake Champlain.
Additionally, Champlain College Online provides

tificates, reaching students across all 50 states and
U.S. territories, while fostering strategic partner-
ships with forward-thinking workforce organiza-
tions. The College is known for its distinctive and

innovative approach to career-focused education
and its Upside-Down Curriculum, which helps
students be ready for work, ready for life, and

an expansive portfolio of online degrees and cer-

Elms College salutes Spring 2026 graduates

CHICOPEE — Elms College congratulates
279 students who graduated in Spring 2026,

including:

Haley Dulmaine of Holland

Olivia Morin of Wales
Neetu Singh of Sturbridge
Allison Read of Charlton

Tariyaha Morris of Southbridge
Elms College is a co-educational Catholic col-

colleges.”
champlain.edu.

ready to make a difference. Champlain is ranked
as one of the “Best Colleges” by U.S. News &
World Report for 2025, and was named one of the
“Best 390 Colleges” by The Princeton Review
for 2025, including among its “Best Northeastern

For more information, visit www.

pares students holistically for a purposeful life in
a diverse and interconnected world. Founded in

1928 by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Elms College
has a tradition of educating reflective, princi-
pled and creative learners, who are rooted in
faith, educated in mind, compassionate in heart,
responsive to civic and social obligations, and

lege offering a liberal arts curriculum that pre-

Dakota Schantz of Sturbridge

earns Bachelor’s degree from

Nazareth University

ROCHESTER, N.Y. —
Dakota Schantz of Sturbridge
graduated Summa Cum Laude
from Nazareth University
with a bachelor's degree in
Musical Theatre during the
99th Commencement ceremo-
ny on campus at the Golisano
Training Center on Saturday,
May 16, 2026.

Nazareth University is an
inclusive community of inspired
learners, educators, and change-
makers who for more than 100
years have been driven by a bold
commitment to action, empathy,
equity, and leading innovation
for the common good.

Impact experiences are at the
heart of a Nazareth education,
preparing each student to dis-
cover within themselves the
potential to cultivate positive

change in their life's work, in
any career field, and in a world
that is constantly evolving and
infinitely interconnected. Our
broad academic offerings pres-
ent a range of study options
typical of big universities, yet
achieved in our supportive
campus culture. Nearly 2,100
undergrad and 600 graduate
students enroll in degree and
certificate programs and engage
in collaborative, transformative
learning experiences, preparing
them for the professions and
society of today and tomorrow.
In a learning community that
purposefully integrates liberal
arts and professional programs,
Nazareth University graduates
launch lifetimes of changemak-
ing leadership in communities
and workplaces near and far.
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capable of adjusting to change without compro-
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CHARLIES

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 6/19 & SATURDAY 6/20

AFTER 9PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift

508-885-4033

CCII'dS www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

the staff.

T E E N
PROGRAMS
Registration is
required.

SCIENCE
HEROES:
EXPERIMENT
LAB FOR TEENS

Saturday, July 11
at 1:00pm. For ages
13 to 18.

T E E N
CRAFTERNOONS
- For ages 12 to 18.

Thursday, July
2 at 3:30pm -
Chainmail Bracelets

Thursday, July 16
at3:30pm - Punched
Metal Lantern

Thursday, July
30 at 3:30pm - DIY
Book

TEEN & ADULT
PROGRAMS

Registration is
required.

COLOR
CALM

Wednesday, July
1 and Wednesday,
August 5 at 5:30pm.
Registration is not
required.

ME

Celebrating
America's 250th:

IRON IN THE
WATER with
Adventurer in

History  Kiersten
Marcil. This pro-
gram is sponsored
by the Friends of
the Ashland Public
Library.

Virtual - Monday,
July 6 at 7:00pm

JUNKJOURNAL
COLLAGE
PROGRAM

Tuesday, July 14
at 6:30pm

W OODEN
SPOON CARVING

Tuesday, July 21
at 2:00pm. For ages
16+

Celebrating
America's  250th:
"THE ESCAPES
OF DAVID
GEORGE"  with
author Gregory E.
O'Malley. This pro-
gram is sponsored
by the Friends of
the Ashland Public
Library.

Virtual - Monday,
July 27 at 7:00pm

W O R L D
BUILDING
BOOK CLUB -
Registration is not
required.

This month’s
book is  “His
Majesty’s Dragon”

Tuesday, July 28
at 6:30pm

BEAD ANIMAL
KEYCHAINS

Saturday, August
1 at 2:00pm

SUMMER
TAKE & MAKES -
For Teens & Adults

Week of June 29
- Air Dry Trinket
Bowl

Week of July 6
- Mini Adirondack
Chairs

Week of July 13
- Macrame Leaf
Keychain

Week of July 20
- Connector Charm
Bracelet

Week of July 27 -
Book Lover Garden
Stake

Week of August
3 - Magnolia Leaf
Book Page Wreath

All  programs
are sponsored by
the Friends of the
JHPL.

To register for
programs and for
more information
go to sturbridgeli-
brary.org.

Local student named to

Marquette University

Dean’s List

MILWAUKEE, Wisc. —
Jack Albright of Charlton
has been named to the
Dean's List for the spring
2026 semester at Marquette
University in Milwaukee,
Wisc.

To make the Dean's List,
students must have earned at
least 12 credits for the spring
2026 semester and have no
disqualifying grades. The
GPA threshold varies by col-
lege - for the College of
Education and the Klingler
College of Arts and Sciences,
undergraduate students must
have at least a 3.7 to be
named to the Dean's List.

The undergraduate GPA
requirement is 3.5 for
the following colleges:

the Diederich College of
Communication, the College

For

of Business Administration,
the College of Health
Sciences, the Opus College
of Engineering and the
College of Nursing. All other
programs have a 3.75 GPA
minimum.

Marquette University is a
Catholic, Jesuit university
that draws more than 8,000
undergraduate and 3,700
graduate and professional
students from nearly all states
and more than 60 countries.
In addition to its nationally
recognized academic pro-
grams, Marquette is known
for its service learning pro-
grams and internships as stu-
dents are challenged to use
what they learn to make a
difference in the world. Find
out more about Marquette at
marquette.edu.

ASPHALT PAVING

Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308

r"Qualii:y counts S

when no one N

is looking.” _BBB.
Asphalt paving

for over 50 years!

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 & &=
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured ¢ Owner/Operator

J

\

\
JD PAS
TREE

508-769-5489

Jonathan Pasqule

Jonathan. Pasquale
@gmail.com

Stockbridge Alumni
Brookfield, MA
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Hope grows when
communities
come together

Cancer is one of the few challenges that
touches nearly every family. It does not care
about age, occupation, income, or background.
Most people can name a friend, relative,
neighbor, coworker, or classmate whose life
has been affected by the disease. That shared
experience is one reason why events like the
Relay For Life of Southern Worcester County
continue to resonate so deeply throughout our
communities.

On June 20, McMahon Field in Southbridge
will once again become a place of celebration,
remembrance, and determination as survivors,
caregivers, families, and supporters gather for
this year's Relay For Life. The theme, "From
Small Seeds, Hope Grows," is a fitting remind-
er that meaningful change often begins with
simple acts of kindness and commitment.

At first glance, Relay For Life may appear
to be a fundraiser. It certainly serves that pur-
pose, helping support cancer research, patient
programs, transportation services, lodging
assistance, and educational efforts through the
American Cancer Society. But anyone who has
attended a Relay knows it is much more than a
fundraising event.

It is a gathering of stories.

The Survivor Lap reminds us that victo-
ries over cancer are worth celebrating. The
Caregiver Lap honors those who quietly stand
beside loved ones through treatments, appoint-
ments, setbacks, and recoveries. Throughout
the day, participants laugh together, compete
in games, bid on auction items, and enjoy fam-
ily activities. For a few hours, the community
becomes united by a common purpose.

Then, as darkness settles over the field, the
mood changes.

The luminaria ceremony has become one
of the most powerful traditions of Relay For
Life. Hundreds of glowing bags illuminate
the track, each representing a life touched by
cancer. Some honor survivors who continue
their journeys. Others memorialize loved ones
whose absence is still deeply felt. The soft glow
of those lights serves as a visual reminder that
every statistic represents a person, a family,
and a story.

In a world that often feels divided, Relay
For Life offers something increasingly rare: a
cause that brings people together. No political
affiliation, job title, or personal difference mat-
ters when people gather to support neighbors
facing one of life's most difficult challenges.

The event also demonstrates the strength
of small communities. While national cancer
research may happen in laboratories and medi-
cal centers hundreds of miles away, the support
that helps people endure often begins right
here at home. It starts with a friend delivering
a meal, a coworker organizing a fundraiser,
a neighbor offering a ride to treatment, or
a local team walking laps around a track in
Southbridge.

Those acts may seem small in isolation. Yet
they are the seeds from which hope grows.

The fight against cancer continues. Progress
has been made, but there is still much work
to do. Events like Relay For Life remind us
that every dollar raised, every lap walked, and
every luminaria lit contributes to that effort.

More importantly, they remind us that no
one should face cancer alone.

As Relay For Life returns to McMahon
Field, the community has an opportunity not
only to support an important cause but also to
demonstrate what Southern Worcester County
does best: come together when it matters most.

That spirit of compassion, perseverance, and
hope may be the most powerful force of all.

Letter submission
polic

Letters to the Editor must include
the author’s name, address, and a
daytime phone number for purpos-
es of verification in order to be
considered for publication. Only
the author’s name and the town in
which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the
required information will not be
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements
and decency standards, and any sub-
mission may be rejected at any time
for any reason he or she might deem
appropriate.

OPINION

Turn your savings into paychecks in retirement

Margaret had saved
diligently for decades.
Every paycheck, a por-
tion went toward her
retirement  account.
Then, the day final-
ly came: she retired.
Suddenly, the hardest
part wasn’t the sav-
ing. It was learning to
spend.

If that sounds famil-
iar, you’re not alone.
Many retirees find the
shift from building
savings to living off

als in a separate account
for spending and another
three to five years’ worth
in short-term, fixed-in-
come investments. This
cushion can allow your
stock investments time
to recover from a mar-
ket downturn, reducing

FINANCIAL
Focus

the need to sell invest-
ments when markets are
down. That said, hold-
ing too much cash car-
ries its own risk, as your
portfolio may not grow
fast enough to keep pace

TREVOR
NIELSEN

them emotionally diffi-
cult, even when they’ve
planned carefully. Here are five smart strategies that can
help you feel more confident about what’s ahead.

Give yourself permission to spend conservatively. Your
retirement plan likely assumes a certain annual spending
amount, with increases each year to account for inflation.
All else being equal, the lower those initial withdrawals, the
longer your money will last. A financial advisor can help
you set up portfolio withdrawals personalized to your goals
and situation. Feel free to give yourself permission to spend
those amounts, knowing there's intention behind them.

For many retirees, the challenge isn’t math — it’s mindset.
After years of being rewarded for saving, spending can feel
like doing something wrong. It can help to reframe with-
drawals as a paycheck you’ve already earned. For example,
using your monthly distribution to cover travel, hobbies or
time with family isn’t indulgent; it’s the purpose of the plan
you built. Connecting spending to your values can make it
feel more natural and sustainable.

Do be sure to review your spending regularly and don’t
forget to set aside funds for annual expenses like taxes and
insurance.

Keep some cash on hand. A general rule of thumb for
retirees is to keep about 12 months’ worth of withdraw-

with inflation. So, while
some cash is good, you'll
also want to remain invested in assets with more growth
potential to help your portfolio last through retirement.

Review regularly. Retirement can last 25 years or more,
and even the best-laid plans need updating along the way.
Review your financial strategy at least once a year or after
any major life change.

Stay flexible. Even small adjustments to your spend-
ing can have a big impact on how long your money lasts.
Retirees who hold off on spending increases in years when
their portfolio declines are often able to stretch their savings
further than those who increase withdrawals each year for
inflation regardless of market performance.

Making the switch from saving to spending takes both
careful planning and a genuine shift in mindset. A financial
advisor can help you build out an effective approach to
switch from saving to spending, and work with you so you
can fully enjoy the retirement you worked so hard to reach.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor in
Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

A handshake, a hammer, and a few quiet lessons

Father’s Day arrives every
year with a familiar collection
of neckties, coffee mugs and
backyard cookouts. Those are
fine traditions, but as I get
older, I find myself thinking
less about the gifts and more

[LANTERNS ALONG
MAIN STREET

noon. They remember the one
helping with homework after
a long workday. They remem-
ber the one who drives across
town when the car won't start
or answers the phone at 10 p.m.
because a son or daughter needs

about the men who shaped us,
often without realizing they
were doing it.

My father was not much of
a talker.

That seems to be a common trait among fathers of a
certain generation. They could spend an entire afternoon
working beside you and say fewer than a dozen words. Yet
somehow, years later, you realize they taught you more
during those silent hours than many people could teach in a
semester-long class.

My father believed that if a job was worth doing, it was
worth doing correctly. He did not need a motivational poster
on the wall to remind him. He simply got up every morning
and went to work.

As a kid, I didn't always appreciate that philosophy. In
fact, I spent a fair amount of time wishing he would hurry
up. Whether it was fixing a lawn mower, painting a fence, or
repairing something around the house, I wanted the shortest
route between broken and fixed. He wanted it done right.

At the time, it seemed unnecessarily slow.

Today, I catch myself doing the exact same thing.

I hear his voice every time I reach for a shortcut. Measure
twice. Check your work. Clean up after yourself. Leave
things better than you found them.

Funny how those lessons settle in when you're not paying
attention.

Fatherhood itself has changed quite a bit over the years.
Today's dads seem more comfortable expressing emotions
and spending time with their children in ways previous gen-
erations often didn't. That's a good thing. Yet many of the
fundamentals remain unchanged.

Children are still watching.

They notice how their fathers treat their mothers. They
notice whether promises are kept. They notice how a father
responds when things go wrong. They notice whether he
shows kindness to strangers and respect to neighbors.

Most of all, they notice consistency.

A father does not need to be perfect. No father ever has
been. But children remember the man who shows up. They
remember the one sitting in the bleachers on a rainy after-

By CHARLES

advice.

The older I get, the more I
appreciate those ordinary acts.

My own children are adults
now. One is away building her
future. The other lives nearby and is creating a life of his
own. Fatherhood changes as children grow. You spend years
teaching them to become independent, and then one day you
realize they actually listened.

That can be both rewarding and a little unsettling.

These days, conversations are less about curfews and
homework and more about careers, relationships and life
decisions. The role changes, but the responsibility never
completely disappears. A father never stops being a father.
The worries simply evolve.

On Father's Day, many of us will celebrate with our fam-
ilies. Some will be remembering fathers who are no longer
here. Others may be thinking about grandfathers, stepfa-
thers, uncles, coaches, teachers or neighbors who stepped
into that role when it was needed.

They all matter.

The truth is that some of the most important fathers in a
community are not necessarily related by blood. They are
the men who volunteer to coach Little League, teach Scout
skills, mentor young people or quietly lend a hand when
someone needs guidance. Every town in Massachusetts has
a few of those men. They rarely seek recognition, but their
influence stretches farther than they know.

This Father's Day, perhaps the best gift we can give is a
little gratitude.

A phone call. A visit. A handshake. A simple thank-you.

And if your father is still around, maybe ask him a few
questions. Ask about his first job. Ask about his childhood.
Ask what worried him when he was your age.

One day you'll be glad you did.

The older I get, the more I understand that fathers rarely
leave their greatest legacy in bank accounts or buildings.
They leave it in habits, values and lessons that quietly travel
from one generation to the next.

Sometimes, all it takes is a handshake, a hammer, and a
few quiet lessons.

To THE EDITOR

Appreciate the biodiversity around us

To the Editor:

So, how did it go? I saw many patches of wildflowers and
ferns and couldn’t help but think of all the birds, moths,
butterflies, and dragonflies (as well as the soil in general)
that benefitted from No Mow May. If you or a neighbor
has a garden, think of all the pollinators that will help the
garden be more bountiful. Think of the biodiversity that
has been unleashed. Think of how much humans are a part
of the Earth and its biodiversity! Please consider this when
planning new buildings, lawns, highly trafficked areas- can
they be placed in a less destructive area, to help our fellow
Earthlings?

Here’s another tip to work with our fellow beings and
plants: use a yellow light bulb for outside lighting at night
(or none at all) to create some much needed darkness for

nocturnal insects and wildlife and so we can see the stars.

Biodiversity is all around! Even our town council got
diversified last week! On Saturday, members of our own
Urban Forestry team Steve, Jeff, and Kevin showed us the
types and varieties of recently planted trees downtown. Steve
also tied in the vibrant history of our downtown (including
a late 19th century picture of tree-lined Main Street). These
new trees will give us the shade and habitat for birds and
small mammals as well as hold the soil and provide nutrients
(not to mention the oxygen they will provide).

Starting today, appreciate all the wetlands, rotting logs,
ponds, fields, wildflowers and vernal pools for what they
add to our life.

Maureen Doyle
Southbridge
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Ruth Wells Center spotlights
three unique artists this June

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells
Center for the Arts, located at 111
Main St. in Southbridge, is thrilled
to feature three unique artists for the
June show. Gallery hours are Saturday
and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. throughout
the month. Admission is free and al
are welcome to view our local talent.

Found items become flights of fancy,
and remind us to be curious.

Elegant watercolors remind us how
achingly beautiful this world can be.

Both majestic and fun, wildlife pho-
tographs remind that we live alongside
the extraordinary.

Stop by, enjoy things worth look-
ing at, have some refreshments, and
help welcome three gifted Southbridge
artists who will be in the gallery and
look forward to seeing you. All are
welcome, and admission is free. The
artwork is available for purchase.

David Baggarly

David Baggarly was born (1963)
and raised in Mattapoisett, graduat-
ing in 1985 with a BFA from the
Maryland Institute College of Art,
in Baltimore, Maryland. Previously
residing in Baltimore, Providence,
R.I., and the New Bedford region, he
and his wife have recently been resid-
ing in Southbridge MA. David has
been a professional artist since 1985.

Baggarly’s work has been exhib-
ited around the nation for over 30
years, including most recently his fifth
solo exhibit at Colo Colo Gallery,
New Bedford; and a solo exhibit
at Starlite Gallery in Southbridge.

He has recently exhibited at the
Danforth Art Museum, Framingham;
the Newport Art Museum, Newport,
R.I.; the New Bedford Art Museum;
and URI, Providence, R.I. His works
hang in numerous public and private
collections, including MEDITECH
Inc. (Fall River facility), Concordia
College (Michigan), Johnson & Wales
University (R.I.), and the National
Conference of American Bishops
(Washington, D.C.). David has also
received grants from, among others,
the LEF Foundation (CA) and the
Rhode Island State Council on the
Arts. His work is currently represented
by Colo Colo Gallery of New Bedford.

Barbara O’Brien

"l began drawing and painting at
a young age, inspired by my artistic
older sister Margaret. Later, I was
greatly influenced by my mother-in-
law, the artist and teacher Christine
O’Brien, as well as my instructors
at the School of the Worcester Art
Museum. My husband Tom has also
been a constant source of support and
remains my most valued critic. After
exploring various media, I returned to
watercolor painting this past year. My
love of nature is a prominent theme in
my work, and I am grateful to be able
to pursue this passion. I also feel very
fortunate to have access to the Open
Studio at the Ruth Wells Center for
the Arts"

Jim R. Wilton
Self-taught and versatile, Jim Wilton

is well-known in Worcester County
and far beyond for his paintings
and photography. He’s always busy
with commission work and has been
shown locally several times. Jim has
self-published two coffee-table photo
books and his work has appeared in
magazines. He is also a busy presence
on Etsy and Facebook where he loves

talking with the public about the sub-
jects in his work. He’s at his happiest
when his work connects with people
and makes them feel happy too. Wilton
is a valued member of our Board here
at the Ruth Wells Center and we are
pleased to be showing his photography
this month.

Local student graduates

from Elon

ELON, N.C. — Anjolina Claire
Fantaroni of Southbridge graduated
from Elon University on May 22 with
a Bachelor of Arts after majoring in
Journalism.

Fantaroni was also named to the
President’s List for the spring semester
of 2026.

Elon University conferred degrees
on more than 1,500 undergraduates
who participated in ceremonies that
featured a Commencement address by
Elon University parent, trustee and
accomplished Wall Street strategist
Patricia Walsh Chadwick, the author of
"Breaking Glass: Tales from the Witch
of Wall Street," which recounts the
transition from a challenging childhood
to her successful career on Wall Street.

Elon University in North Carolina
is a nationally recognized leader in

University

engaged, experiential learning that pre-
pares graduates to be creative, resilient,
ambitious and ethical citizens of our
global culture. Elon's 6,200 undergrad-
uate and 900 graduate students come
from 49 states (including the District of
Columbia) and 51 other countries.

At Elon, students learn through
hands-on experiences and close work-
ing relationships with faculty and staff
whose priorities are teaching and men-
toring. The Elon curriculum is ground-
ed in the traditional liberal arts and
sciences with an emphasis on global
experiences and career development.
More than 70 undergraduate majors
are complemented by professional and
graduate programs in law, business
administration, business analytics,
accounting, education, physician assis-
tant studies and physical therapy.

Community
onnection

Covmies JENELERS

WE BUY GOLD

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA

(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ AL

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Z08.243.9797 Fropane

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

PRIGE;;NM Tanks Filled

(JzD{) emm— $4.99 301-500... -$225 {0 80%
50-75 svesrrs $3.49 500 PLUS v §2.10

76150, $2.95 Dutel FUEl v $375  Driver
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 6/15/26 was $4.1 5 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” ﬂ‘;
.le -i

*prices subject to change

SR

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * FaX: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS'

elLumberiCosjline?
Bulldmg Materials & Supplies h

Lumber  Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall » Ceilings * Flooring
Hardware » Cements * Siding * Roofing

¥ Windows * Doors * Concrete Block
- Sawmill Products
Rough Sawn < Dimension Lumber

Timbers * Industrial Lumber

Boards *

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

JJoll Free JcB00-764-3231 | 1L b

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US

YOUR
NEWS!

JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
Buy What You Like And 1 Will Install.

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

news(@
stonebridge
PresS.Tews
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Edward Jones

Yes, you can save for both college
and retirement.
Let's plan your future together.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Member SIPC

edwardjones.com

1

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org
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FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Cornerstone Bank donates $6,000 to support Habitat for

Humanity pro;ect bulldmg playhouses for veteran families

WORCESTER —  Cornerstone
Bank has donated $6,000 to Habitat
for Humanity MetroWest/Greater
Worcester to support the 2026
Operation Playhouse Build-A-Thon,
which took place Thursday, June 4, at
Elm Park in Worcester.

The contribution marks the ninth
consecutive year Cornerstone Bank
has donated to the initiative. In addi-
tion to the financial support, bank
employees participated in the event as
part of an annual volunteer day.

During the Build-A-Thon, teams of

eight to ten volunteers came togeth-
er to construct custom playhouses
for children of veteran and military
families. Each structure was designed
around a theme selected by the recip-
ient family and was completed in a
single day with guidance from Habitat
staff and trained volunteers.

“This event brought together team-
work, creativity and community impact
in a very meaningful way,” said Todd

{ Tallman, CEO of Cornerstone Bank.

“Our employees look forward to this
volunteer day each year and have

—1 taken great pride in building some-

Courtesy Photo

Congratulations to the following students who were selected as May students of the Month at St. Joseph School: Pre-K 3-year-old:
Carter Healy; Pre-K 4-year-old: Forrest Lovett; Kindergarten: Maeve Haynes; Grade 1: Clark Collins; Grade 2: Harper Quetti; Grade 3:
Paulina Deptula; Grade 4: Keziah Anobah; Grade 5: Julia Biela; Grade 6: Giorgios Sgouritsas; Grade 7: Jacob Manzi; Grade 8: Kalleia
Agosto. Students are awarded Student of the Month for their outstanding exemplification of Religion, Respect, and Responsibility. Keep

thing special for local families who
have served our country.”

Funds raised through Operation
Playhouse support Habitat for
Humanity MetroWest/Greater
Worcester’s broader mission to pro-
vide safe, decent and affordable hous-
ing across the 42 cities and towns it
serves.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in
2017, born of a long history of sup-
porting the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive. Serving
Worcester County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence
and community-based banking model
enables a unique ability to deliver
outstanding service, with a personal
touch. Cornerstone, which is a sub-
sidiary of PeoplesBankCorp, MHC,
operating independently under its
own name and brand, provides the
highest level of service and exper-
tise for individuals, businesses, and
community organizations. With the
addition of Athol Savings Bank, a
Division of Cornerstone Bank, in
2026, Cornerstone offers customers
access to 17 branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts, the most
in Worcester County. Built on Trust
is not just a tagline, but also one
of our guiding corporate values. To
learn about Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business banking offerings,
please visit cornerstonebank.com or
call 800-939-9103.

up the great work!

4'].

Best Vehicle Lineup!
Best Sales Experience!

TDUDY TALRD

About Ford and

Lamoureux Ford!

Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com

Treat Yourself,
It’s Time!

IT EASY!

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 - East Brookfield

877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

SALES HOURS: Mon-Thurs 8:30am-6pm e Fri 8:30am-6pm * Sat 8:30am-3pm
SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm e Sat 8am-Noon Sun-Closed
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St. Anne — St. Patrick Parish announces

Young Adult Alpha Program

STURBRIDGE — St. Anne — St. Patrick
Parish will hold a Young Adult Alpha pro-
gram for those seeking to explore life’s big-
gest questions and the foundations of the
Christian faith in a safe and welcoming space.
Young adults between the ages of 18 and 30
are invited to attend this no-cost program.

The program comprises three important
components: connection, content, and con-
versation. Participants share light refresh-
ments, which helps to build friendships. After
watching a short video, participants explore
core questions about faith, God, and pur-
pose. Small group discussions about the video
encourage participants to ask key questions
and share opinions in a non-judgmental envi-
ronment.

Young Adult Alpha will meet on June 22,
23,29,30 and July 7, 13, and 14. All meetings
take place in the Parish Center at St. Anne —
St. Patrick Parish, 16 Church St., Sturbridge,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Light refreshments will
be served.

To register or for more information, contact
alphasturbridge@gmail.com.

St. Anne St. Patrick Parish is an active
parish community. It offers daily Mass for
worship, religious education, and community
ministries. It welcomes visitors to St. Anne
Shrine, the new Memorial for the Unborn, the
Hall of Saints, the Russian Icon Exhibit, the
Votive Chapel, the Generations Statue, and

All Saints Academy

preschoolers celebrate a year

of learning and growth

the Angel of Hope Monument. The Daily
Rosary is recited at 3 p.m. in the St. Patrick
Chapel, and weekend Masses are celebrated

in its outdoor pavilion in the summer. Its
religious gift shop is open every day from 10
am.—5pm.

St. Nicholas Church to hold multi-family yard sale Saturday

SOUTHBRIDGE St.  Nicholas
Albanian Orthodox Church will hold
its Multi-Family Yard Sale on Saturday,
June 20 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (no early

birds, please) on the church grounds, 126
Morris St., Southbridge.

Come one, come all. Something for
everyone!

LIVING ROOM 5, »
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Our finest lines will include Cony,, Pleg *
Names like bey, ©
La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

WEBSTER — The preschool stu-
dents at All Saints Academy proudly
celebrated the completion of a success-
ful school year during their Preschool
Celebration 2026. Family members and
friends gathered to enjoy a heartwarm-
ing program that highlighted the many
skills and accomplishments the stu-
dents achieved throughout the year.

The celebration began with a wel-
come from the narrator, who reflected
on the children's growth, learning, and
friendships. The students then pro-
cessed into the ceremony, enthusias-
tically waving to their families. Faith
played a central role in the program
as the children began by reciting the
Our Father, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. Throughout the year, the
preschoolers learned the importance of
prayer, respect, kindness, and working
together as a classroom community.

The students proudly demonstrat-
ed many of the skills they practiced
throughout the school year while fam-
ilies smiled as the children showcased
their growing knowledge and enthu-
siasm for learning. Musical perfor-
mances added to the celebration. The
students delighted the audience with a
lively rendition of "I'm a Little Teapot"
and sang a colorful song highlighting
the many colors they learned through-
out the year.

Before receiving their certificates,
the children recited their lunchtime
prayer, demonstrating another daily
routine that has been an important part
of their preschool experience. A special
highlight of the event was the presen-
tation of certificates, recognizing each
child's hard work, growth, and accom-
plishments throughout the year. Proud
families applauded as each student was
recognized.

The celebration concluded with a
farewell message reflecting on the
friendships, memories, and learning

experiences shared throughout the year.
While saying goodbye to preschool, the
students look forward with excitement
to the adventures and opportunities that

await them next year. The Preschool
Celebration served as a joyful remind-
er of how much the children have
grown academically, socially, and spir-
itually during their time at All Saints
Academy. The school community con-
gratulates its preschool graduates and
wishes them continued success as they
take their next steps in their education-
al journey.

OF SPENCER.
MATTRESS SALE!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville  508-234-8777
FREE REMOVAL * FREE DELIVERY

GREAT SELECTION
OF GAS GRILLS!
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Selection!
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University of Hartford students named to Dean’s and President’s Lists

WEST HARTFORD,
Conn. — The University
of Hartford is pleased to

Area residents named to Dean’s List at University of New England

BIDDEFORD/
PORTLAND, Maine —
Bridget Hast and Emily
LeBrun of Charlton have
been named to the University
of New England’s Dean’s
List for the spring semester
2026. Dean’s List students
have attained a grade point
average of 3.3 or better out

announce that 2,332 stu-
dents have been named
to the Dean's List and

of a possible 4.0 at the end of
the semester.

The University of New
England is Maine’s largest
independent university, with
two beautiful coastal cam-
puses in Maine, a one-of-a-
kind study-abroad campus
in Tangier, Morocco, and
an array of flexible online

President's List for the
spring 2026 semester.
The Dean's List recog-

offerings. In an uncommon-
ly welcoming and supportive
community, we offer hands-
on learning, empowering
students to make a positive
impact in a world full of chal-
lenges. We are the state’s top
provider of health profession-
als and home to Maine’s only
medical and dental colleges,

nizes students achieving
superior academic stand-
ing. The requirement, with

physician assistant program,
and pharmacy school, in addi-
tion to a variety of other inter-
professionally aligned health
care programs and nationally
recognized programs in the
marine sciences, the natural
and social sciences, business,
the humanities, and the arts.
Visit www.une.edu.

some exceptions, is a grade
point average of at least 3.0
and no grade below C.

The President's List rec-
ognizes a select group of
students reaching the high-
est level of academic stand-
ing. To be placed on the
President's List, students
must maintain a GPA of
at least a 3.75 and receive
grades of C or better.

Please join us in congrat-
ulating:

e Grace Grybowski -
Strubridge - Dean's List

Springtield College recognizes Dean’s List students

SPRINGFIELD —
Springfield College recog-
nized its Dean's List students
for the 2026 Spring Semester.
The following local students
were recognized for academ-
ic excellence:

Matthew Cooper from

a primary major of Sports
Biology.
Jacob  Davis  from

Fiskdale. Davis has a pri-
mary major of Exploratory
Studies.

Madison Haffty from
Fiskdale. Haffty has a prima-

Pre-PA.
Katherine Wade
from Sturbridge. Wade

has a primary major of
Communication Sci &
Disorders.

Morgan
Charlton.

Izbicki
Izbicki

from
has a

Science.

The criteria for selection
to the Dean's List are as
follows: The student must
have completed a minimum
of 12 credit hours of grad-
ed coursework for the term,
exclusive of "P" grades.

any incompletes or miss-
ing grades in the designated
term. The student must have
a minimum semester grade
average of 3.500 for the
term. Student must not have
been barred from Dean's List
due to disciplinary action.

e Courtney Haire -
Brimfield - Dean's List and
President's List

* Joyce Woodard - Wales
- Dean's List

Congratulations to all our
students on their hard work
and academic achievements

The  University  of
Hartford blends raw pas-
sion with emerging talent,
offering intentional prepa-
ration across six career-fo-
cused schools and col-
leges so every student can
thrive. Located on a 350-
acre campus neighboring
Connecticut's capital city-
and positioned midway
between New York City
and Boston-the University
is home to approximately
4,300 undergraduate and
1,700 graduate students
from 42 states and 53 coun-
tries. Here, students are
guided to discover their
place, their people, and

Sturbridge. Cooper has ry major of Health Science / primary major of Health The student must not have their purpose.
SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES LAST REGISTERED OWNER : Sealed bids for the 10% Asphalt Estate Of:

Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec.39A

Notice is hereby given by

Cruise Control Transportation Inc.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L.
c. 255, Section 39A. that on or
after JUNE 27,2026 at Cruise Control
Transportation Inc. the following motor
vehicle/s will be sold at private sale
to satisfy our garage keeper’s lien
thereon for storage, towing charges,
care and expenses of notices and sale
of said vehicle:

VEHICLE :2008 Nissan Titan
VIN:1N6AAO7C58N334649

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER:

John Derosiers

16 COLONIAL RD

WEBSTER ,MA 01570

VEHICLE :2008 Chrysler PT Cruiser
VIN:3A8FY48B98T13599

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER:

Amber Rae Pagan

555 WORCESTER ST ,APT 207
Southbridge, MA 01550-3300

VEHICLE :2013 Hyundai SONATA
VIN:5NPEB4AC8DH744888
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER : Daryll Jason Proto

93 PAULINE AVE

WEST HAVEN, CT 06516

VEHICLE:2010 Honda Accord
VIN:1HGCP2F84AA 188696
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER: Longbao Xing

16 CROSS ST, APT 303

NEW CANAAN CT 06840-4841

VEHICLE :2008 Hyundai SANTA FE
VIN:5NMSH73E28H222102

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER: Dieubon Charles

171 MECHANIC ST,
SOUTHBRIDGE ,MA 01550-1971

VEHICLE :2011 Acura MDX
VIN:2HNYD2H26BH532872
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER: Aldrin D Ocampo 49
WYMAN ST

Lynn .MA 01905-1817

VEHICLE:2006 Toyota Corolla
VIN:2T1BR32EX6C644435

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER: Amanda DE Oliveira Silva
38 COLUMBIA ST, APT 1
WORCESTER MA 01604-4676

VEHICLE :2010 Ford Focus
VIN:1FAHP3GN7AW141492

LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER: Lisando Perez 57 Wilkinson
St.

Putnam CT 06260-2142

VEHICLE :2011 Subaru Legacy
VIN:4S3BMBC69B3246796
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED
OWNER: Brian Kevin Connolly
804 SOUTH ST,

SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550-2156

VEHICLE : 2010 HONDA CIVIC
VIN:JHMFA3F21AS004743
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Thais Costa Ramos

17 Orchard St Apt 1,

Danbury, CT 06810-2757

VEHICLE :2009 Chevrolet Malibu
VIN:1G1ZG57B994173294

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Brynna J West

200 MAIN ST ,APT 1

Sturbridge ,MA 01566-1258

VEHICLE:2003 Honda Civic
VIN:2HGES26793H509747

Jaide Hunter (413) 472-0134 950
North Pleasant St
Amherst MA 01002

VEHICLE :2020 Toyota RAV4
VIN:2T3F1RFVXLW108625
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Joel Laureano

245 Cabot St ,Apt 303

Beverly Ma, 01915

June 12,2026

June 19,2026

June 26,2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P1883EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Heather Jean McElroy
Date of Death: 02/20/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Maggie K McElroy of Worcester
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Maggie K McElroy of Worcester MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the estate in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
07/14/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 11, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

June 18, 2026

TOWN OF CHARLTON
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
100 FLINT ROAD
CHARLTON, MA 01507
(508) 248-2212
I. ADVERTISEMENT/PUBLIC

NOTICE

TOWN OF CHARLTON -
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
INVITATION FOR BIDS

FY2027-02

10% ASPHALT RUBBER SURFACE
TREATMENT OF VARIOUS STREETS

Rubber Surface Treatment of Various
Streets in the Town of Charlton (herein-
after referred to as “The OWNER?”) will
be received at the Town Administrator’s
Office, Charlton Municipal Offices, 37
Main Street, Charlton MA, 01507 until
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 8, 2026
at which time they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No late bids
accepted.

Obtaining Bid Packages:
Specifications, general instructions,
and Bid Forms must be obtained
at the Town Administrator’s Office,
Charlton Municipal Offices, 37 Main
Street, Charlton, MA 01507 between
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Thursday via pick-
up at the Town Administrator’s Office,
by email mary.devlin@townofcharlton.
net, or call (508) 248-2206. Bidders
are required to submit on the Bid
Forms provided.

Bid Deposit: All bids over $10,000
MUST be accompanied by a bid
deposit in the amount of five percent
(5%) of the bid in the form of cash, a
bid bond, or a certified check made
payable to the Town of Charlton. The
bid deposit will be forfeited if the bidder
fails to execute the contract and satis-
factory Bond within ten (10) days after
the contract may have been awarded
to them.

Conditions of Contract: All awarded
contracts shall be subject to the Special
Contract Conditions that accompany
this bid package. Successful Bidders
will be required to produce a certificate
of insurance. All work being performed
requires 100% Performance Bond and
a 50% Payment Bond in accordance
with M.G.L. c. 149, section 29. The
bidder shall be able to start work under
this contract and after the acceptance
by the Select Board.

Wage Rates: All wage rates will com-
ply with those established by the
Commonwealth Department of Labor
and Workforce Development, M.G.L.,
Chapter 149, Section 26-27G as set
forth in the contract documents.
Prequalification: Bidders for all proj-
ects that cost over $50,000 must be
prequalified by the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation (former-
ly Mass. Highway Department). All
bidders shall be subject to Section 34
of Chapter 90, must be prequalified
in accordance with 720 CMR 5.00
“Prequalification’s of Contractors”.
This will apply to horizontal construc-
tion only.

MassDOT prequalification of con-
tractors with the class of work as
PAVEMENT SURFACING for the
project with an estimated value of
$336,300 will be required.
Award/Rejection: The OWNER
reserves the right to reject any and all
bids, and to waive minor informalities in
the bids, or to accept the bid deemed
best for the OWNER. The OWNER
further reserves the right to award all
portions of the contract to one bidder.
In this case, the price bid by the bid-
der for each item as detailed on the
Bid Form shall remain the same. The
contract will be awarded to the lowest,
responsible and eligible bidder.

June 11, 2026

June 18, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P1865EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Wayne T St. Clair
Date of Death: 09/29/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Mary Beth Bryant of West Spring-
field MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order and
for such other relief as requested in the
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Mary Beth Bryant of West Spring-
field MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate to
serve Without Surety on the estate in
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
07/07/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: June 08, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

June 18, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C0515CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Avalina Azalea Taylor
A Petition to Change Name of Minor
has been filed by
Avalina Azalea Taylor of Sturbridge
MA
requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to:
Avalina Azalea Bates
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 07/07/2026. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: June 04, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
June 19, 2026
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Town of Sturbridge kicks off inaugural Kids Market

STURBRIDGE — The
Town of Sturbridge and
the Sturbridge Recreation

Department under
Recreation Director
Andrew St. George is

excited to introduce the
very first Sturbridge Kids
Market to take place on
Sunday, Aug. 30 from 9
a.m. -1 p.m. on the Town
Common. Though sep-
arate from the Farmers’
Market, the event will
take place during the
Market to ensure a broad
audience for these cre-

ative young-resident
businesses.
St. George describes

this as a fun, hands-on
opportunity for young
entrepreneurs to launch
their own small busi-
nesses! He added that
the goal is, “Giving par-
ticipating children the
opportunity to experience
a real market environ-
ment while showcasing
their creativity and entre-
preneurial spirit to the
community.

The program is open to
children entering grades

3-8 this fall and partic-
ipants will create and
market their own prod-
ucts, learn basic business
and financial skills, and
interact with customers
in a real market envi-
ronment. St. George says
that the goal is to build
confidence and entrepre-
neurship skills as well as
experience what it’s like
to run a business.

Types of businesses
that may be represent-
ed are those that pro-
duce handmade crafts,
artwork, jewelry, games,
or decorations. Some
may showcase inventions
or services. St. George
says that the goal of the
program is to encourage
imagination, responsibil-
ity, problem solving, and
community involvement
in a supportive and excit-
ing environment.

Participation is limited
to 10 vendors for the first
year, and applications
will be reviewed to help
ensure a diverse and bal-
anced market featuring a
variety of products and

ideas.

Applications are
accepted through June
18, with selected partic-
ipants notified by July
Ist.

Town Administrator
Robin Grimm said, “This
is a great opportunity for
our young residents to
become engaged in the
community and learn

valuable business skills.
I am thankful to our
Recreation Department
as well as the Recreation
Board for this creative
initiative.”

Director St. George
presented this to the
Sturbridge Selectboard at
a recent meeting where it
garnered praise from all
of the members.

Southbridge Cultural Council
presents “Henry the Juggler”

SOUTHBRIDGE
— The Southbridge
Recreation Department,
in partnership with the
Southbridge  Cultural
Council, is excited to
present a lively and
engaging performance by
Henry the Juggler June
25 at 12:30 p.m. at 153
Chestnut St.

A seasoned profes-
sional entertainer, Henry
the Juggler has delight-
ed tens of thousands of
audiences up and down
the East Coast at the-
aters, schools, libraries,
festivals, and commu-
nity events. With over

40 years of experience,
Henry blends physical

comedy, movement, and
skill into a one-of-a-kind
performance that appeals
to audiences of all ages.
Trained at California’s
renowned Dell’ Arte
School of Physical
Comedy, Henry contin-
ues to refine his craft
through studies in Tai Chi,
Feldenkrais, and Tango.
He is an active mem-
ber of the International
Jugglers Association and
the Hats Off Performers
Guild, and also produces
the annual New England
Performers’ Retreat.
Known for his expres-
sive, mostly nonverbal
style, Henry communi-
cates through movement,

_LANNNOWERS_
AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

gestures, and humor—
often with the help of
unexpected props and
signage. His act fea-
tures a variety of jug-
gling equipment includ-
ing balls, clubs, rings,
and even torches, along
with balancing feats such
as wire walking and stilt
work.

Audiences are advised:
Henry is “armed (and
legged) and dangerous”
— known to cause spon-
taneous laughter and
may involve unsuspect-
ing volunteers from the
crowd!

This family-friendly
performance is funded
in part by a grant from

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal

lncloor/Outhoor RcmocJehng

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds

Lanc]scaPing

Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services Tree Work ~Etc
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics + A/C Repair Owner: Seth Goudreau
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

774-402-4694

Brakes * Alternators ¢ Starters * ABS

Snowhlower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Alignments - Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

Prices beating the competition
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Ei

Black
Diamond

CONTRACTING

&

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford

\_LAWNMOWER.COM

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

WORCESTERCOUNTY

Sl

the Southbridge Cultural
Council, a local agen-
cy supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

For more informa-
tion, please visit the
Southbridge Recreation
Department at https://
www.facebook.com/
SouthbridgeRec or
https://www.ci.south-
bridge.ma.us/532/
Recreation

This program is sup-
ported by a grant from
the Southbridge Cultural
Council, a local agency,
which is funded by the
Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

" Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

chiuneysmasonRy Ji ELECTRICIAN. m Home Improvement

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOUR VISION IN COLOR

SPRING

=~ PRESSURE WASHING

15% OFF if you respond
before June 30th

Over 15 Years Experience
Local Owned, Operated and Insured

Call Today: 774-241-6399

Got Spac

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Water Proofing
Walkways
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

CHIMNEY

New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

COLONNA
CLEANINGS| | ELECTRIC
Starting at $99 LC
A&-kg(l)%%ig Lic.# A1-8844
CONCRETE WORK

RESIDENTIAL &

COMMERCIAL

ELECTRICAL, Licensed &

GENERATORS,

FIREALARM & | ELILELUYEPL YA

ARl 508-754-9054
call A. Eagle Gutters

(508) aeaglegutters.com
234-4889 2EZO

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience)
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

For Advertising Information, Gall 774-200-1308

email:mikaela@stonehritge press.niews
| Plumbing | Ro0FiG_

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

975 MIKE LAMBERT'S .
(‘“ PLUMBING & David
S HEATIVG D
Commerc jal, Barbale
1al,
Residential, ROOFI NG
New Construction| |Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
369 Main St, Fully Licensed
Ste 4 and Insured
Spencer, MA MA LIC #CS069127
1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721
FuIIy Insured INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH| | OF 508-248-6709
@GMAIL.COM davidbarbale.com

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major

Credit Cards
:
BUSINESS
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Central Mass. farmers’ market season starts now!

REGION — May marks
the semi-official beginning
to farmers market season,
with many of the season-
al farmers’ markets in our
region starting their regular
schedules, with more start-
ing in June. Central Mass
Grown is proud to sup-
port more than two dozen
farmers markets across the
Worcester County area.

Just in the city of
Worcester, residents can
choose from no less than six
different markets, includ-
ing the markets run by the

Regional Environmental
Council, both the Beaver
Brook Market (306

Chandler St.) Friday morn-
ings starting June 12 and the
University Park Market (965
Main St.) Saturday morn-
ings starting June 13, plus

the Out To Lunch Market
on the Worcester Common
Opval behind City Hall every
Wednesday from June 24
to Aug. 26. On Sundays,
there’s both the Market on
Exchange Street starting
May 17th and the Brussels
Street Market starting June
7. And on Thursdays, check
out the Burncoat Center
for Arts and Wellness at 78
Burncoat St. for their new
farmers market starting May
14th. Some of these mar-
kets feel like festivals, while
others are farmers markets
in the truest sense, focused
on offering fresh food and
agricultural products direct-
ly from local farms.
Throughout the region,
there’s a market nearly
every day of the week: for
example, the Sturbridge

Farmers Market on Sunday,
Holden on Tuesday, Grafton
on Wednesday,

Westborough on
Thursday, and Westminster
on Friday. And so many,
many more markets featur-
ing a wide variety of items
you won’t find anywhere
in supermarkets, including
purple cauliflower, celeriac,
husk cherries, goat cheese,
duck eggs, or alpaca wool
socks!

Every farmers’ market is
important to the farmers and
other vendors that are there.

According to Central
Mass Grown Executive
Director David Reed,
“Farmers markets are a
vital source of revenue for
farmers, because every dol-
lar goes right back to them.
And they are an important

way for consumers to see
where their food, flowers,
wool, and soap all come
from. If you usually shop
in a big box store or online,
you’ve never had a real
chance to know anything
about what you are buying.”

Most farmers markets
in our region have one or
more farms that participate
in the Healthy Incentives
Programs, a benefit con-
nected to the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP). SNAP
recipients can use their
EBT card to purchase fresh
produce from participating
farms and receive an imme-
diate refund to their card,
up to a monthly limit that
is based on household size.
The end result? Free farm-
fresh fruits and vegetables,

Greater Worcester Community Foundation awards

$1.14 million to strengthen local grassroots nonprofits

WORCESTER — Greater

Worcester Community
Foundation has award-
ed $1,140,000 in Facing
Change: Sustainable

Pathways grants to 15 com-
munity-based organizations
in Worcester and surround-
ing areas, providing multi-
year support to strengthen
operational infrastructure,
build long-term sustainability
and position organizations to
meet growing demand.

The three-year grants,
ranging from $35,000 to
$120,000, are tailored to
each organization’s annual
budget and stage of devel-
opment. Most of the grantees
are founder-led and volun-
teer-driven, and many have
experienced rapid growth in
recent years. These invest-
ments will help organizations
align their internal capacity
with that momentum, often
by hiring staff, improving
systems and developing
diversified funding strate-
gies.

“Facing Change:
Sustainable Pathways is
about meeting organizations
at a pivotal moment,” said
Pete Dunn, President &
CEO of Greater Worcester
Community  Foundation.
“These groups are doing vital
work in our community, and
many have outgrown their
current infrastructure. This
support gives them the tools
and time to build a stronger
foundation so they can sus-
tain and expand their impact
at a time of significant fund-
ing uncertainty.”

In addition to financial
support, grantees will par-
ticipate in a cohort experi-
ence offering peer learning,
mentorship and opportunities
to share best practices. The
cohort model is designed to
reduce isolation often expe-
rienced by small, founder-led
organizations and to foster

collaboration across the
region.
Grantees are advanc-

ing a wide range of com-
munity-rooted work across
Worcester and the region.
For example, Project New
Hope will receive $100,000
to support its work with
veterans and their fami-
lies; Community Health
Awareness Network Grows
Equity (CHANGE) will
receive $90.,000 to support
its work with African immi-
grant communities; and
Adaptive Recovery Teaching
Incorporated (A.R.T. Inc.)
will receive $60,000 to sup-
port individuals and families
affected by substance use,
mental health challenges and
trauma.

“This investment will help
us stabilize our operations
and strengthen our infra-
structure to meet demand,”
said Lovo Koliego, President
& Founder of CHANGE.
“Through the Facing Change:
Sustainable Pathways pro-
gram, we hope to develop a
diversified funding roadmap
and vetted governance struc-
ture, ensuring CHANGE
remains a resilient pillar of
health equity in Worcester.”

A full list of grantees is

available below.

The Sustainable Pathways
grants are part of the
Foundation’s Facing Change
initiative, a $3 million invest-
ment announced last year in
response to growing financial
pressures and shifting federal
priorities impacting Worcester
County’s nonprofit sector.

The $3 million commit-
ment includes $2.5 million
from the City of Worcester
and $500,000 in addi-
tional support from the
Foundation’s Community
Leadership Fund and other
sources. These supplemental
resources enabled three non-
profits outside Worcester to
receive funding: Our Bright
Future and The Wellstorm,
Inc. in Southbridge and
Centro Celeste in Fitchburg.

To learn more about the
Facing Change initiative pro-
gram, Visit greaterworcester.
org.

About Greater Worcester
Community Foundation

Greater Worcester
Community Foundation is
central Massachusetts’ lead-
ing community foundation,
employing its expertise and
resources to address the
region’s most urgent needs.
Since 1975, it has worked in
partnership with donors to
build a $270 million endow-
ment composed of more than
650 named charitable funds
and award over $186 million
in grants that have helped
transform communities and
build a strong and vibrant
region. For more informa-
tion on the Foundation’s
programs and how to give,
please visit www.greater-
worcester.org.

Full List of grantees

* The Village — $120,000
— Founded in 2020, The
Village is an Afrocentric cul-
tural center in Worcester’s
Main South neighborhood
advancing racial and social
justice through learning, cre-
ativity, community and heal-
ing.

e Love Your Labels —
$120000 — Founded in
2018, Love Your Labels fos-
ters social connection and
identity development for
LGBTQIA+ youth and com-
munity through programs
like Threads, a multi-month
sewing and fashion design
initiative for youth.

* Project New Hope —
$100,000 — Founded in 2010,
Project New Hope is a mil-
itary-affiliated resource hub
that connects Veterans, ser-
vice members and their fam-
ilies to wellness resources.

e UHAI for Health —
$90,000 — Founded in 2010,
UHAI for Health serves
African immigrants and ref-
ugees with culturally and lin-
guistically appropriate pre-
vention, intervention, educa-
tion, advocacy and support
services.

e Community Health
Awareness Network Grows
Equity (CHANGE) —
$90,000 — Founded in 2018,
CHANGE supports African
immigrant  communities
in Greater Worcester by
addressing complex integra-
tion challenges and empow-

ering individuals to navigate
the healthcare system.

e 508 CHEERS. —
$80,000 — Founded in 2022,
508 CHE.ERS. is a youth-
led Worcester organization
providing leadership work-
shops, advocacy training,
community service initia-
tives and civic engagement
opportunities.

* Refugees and Immigrants
Cultural  Empowerment
Massachusetts (RICEMA)
— $80,000 — Founded in
2023, RICEMA is a perfor-
mance arts and education
organization that builds com-
munity and preserves culture
among immigrants and refu-
gees through cultural arts and
learning.

e Her Way Home —
$80.,000 — Founded in 2025,
Her Way Home is a survi-
vor-led Worcester nonprofit
supporting women healing
from the violence of the sex
trade, homelessness and sub-
stance use disorder.

e Adaptive Recovery
Teaching Incorporated
(ART. Inc.) — $60,000
— Founded in 2020, AR.T.
Inc. is a Worcester-based
grassroots nonprofit support-
ing individuals and families
affected by substance use,
mental health challenges
and trauma through creative,
peer-centered programming.

* Guardians of Tradition
— $60,000 — Founded in
2019, Guardians of Tradition
is a nonprofit dedicated to
preserving cultural heritage

and empowering underrepre-
sented communities through
arts, education and inclusive
programming.

* El Salén — $60,000 —
Founded in 2019, El Salon
is a nonprofit artist collective
creating inclusive spaces that
empower BIPOC artists to
share skills, build community
and create opportunities.

e Casita Cultural Latina —
$60,000 — Founded in 2021,
Casita Cultural Latina is a
collective that hosts cultur-
al and creative activities in
inclusive, intergenerational
spaces while elevating issues
affecting Latino communi-
ties.

* Our Bright Future —
$60,000 — Founded in 2016,
Our Bright Future empow-
ers youth through STEAM-
based programming that
builds skills, resilience and
leadership through hands-on
learning opportunities.

e The Wellstorm, Inc. —
$45,000 — Founded in 2021,
The Wellstorm provides
community-rooted support
across Worcester County by
increasing access to essen-
tial resources while center-
ing dignity, equity and lived
experience leadership.

e Centro Celeste —
$35,000 — Founded in 2021,
Centro Celeste is a Fitchburg-
based grassroots nonprofit
serving Latino families by
fostering cultural connec-
tion, inclusion and access to
community resources across
Worcester County.

and the reward of knowing
you supported your local
farm!

So this summer season,
visit a farmers’ market and
take a second to say hi to
your local

farmers. The farmers want

to meet you. They want to
say hi. Because farming is
hard work, and they do it
because they love it and they
want you to love it, too.
Find out more about local
farmers markets at central-
massgrown.org.

BHS Class of 1986 seeks

community’s help locating

classmates for 40th reunion

REGION — As the
Bartlett High School Class
of 1986 prepares to celebrate
its 40th reunion on Sept. 26,
organizers are asking the
community for assistance
in locating classmates who
have not yet been reached
through social media or via
text.

To make the process sim-
ple, the reunion committee
has created a short con-
tact-information form and
is encouraging residents,
friends, and former class-
mates to help spread the
word. If you know someone
on the “missing classmates”
list, organizers ask that you
text them the link to the
form so they can update their
information.

Contact Info Form: https:/
tinyurl.com/BHS1986-
40Years

If it’s easier, you may
also complete the form on a
classmate’s behalf—so long
as you have their current
contact details. Organizers
emphasize that any help
tracking them down is truly
appreciated, as personal con-
nections often succeed where
digital outreach falls short.

A list of classmates the
committee is hoping to locate
appears below. With the
community’s support, they
hope every member of the
Class of ’86 will have the
opportunity to join this mile-
stone celebration.

Peter Allain

Beth Antonopoulos

Marie Aperges

Andrew Baca

Austin Bailey

David Beardsley

Frank Belanger

Carolyn Bembenek

Richard Bernier

Sheila Bialoncik

Beth Bialy

Jason Borski

Doreen Bourget

Eric Brisbois

Kathleen Brown

Paul Browning

Paul Bugan

Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt

Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
Daniel Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb

Ken Cournoyer
Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy DusoSelina Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto

Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau
Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle

Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer
Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher
Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch
Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross

Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba

Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok

Nichols College to expand Bloomberg Finance

Lab through grant from A

DUDLEY — Nichols
College has received a
six-figure grant from
Affinity Group, Inc. to
expand its on-campus
Bloomberg Finance Lab.
The grant will enable
Nichols to purchase four
new Bloomberg terminals,
bringing the total number
of terminals available to
students to 20. Nichols
continues to be a national
leader in the number of
Bloomberg terminals per
student and the number
of certifications achieved
annually.

Nichols launched its
Bloomberg Finance Lab
in fall 2018 with 12 ter-
minals and expanded to
16 terminals in 2020, with
support from the Affinity
Group. In its first semester
of use, more than 250 stu-
dents earned Bloomberg
Market Concepts (BMC)
certification, quick-
ly elevating Nichols to
Bloomberg Experiential
Learning Partner status.
The Bloomberg ELP group
comprises institutions that
incorporate Bloomberg ter-
minal usage into their cur-
riculum and have at least
100 students who earn cer-
tification each year.

Since the Bloomberg
Lab's inception, more than
1,500 Nichols students

have achieved Bloomberg
certification, including
the BMC; the Bloomberg
Finance = Fundamentals
Certification (BFF);
and the Bloomberg
Environmental, Social and
Governance Certification
(BESG). All first-year
business students are
required to complete the
BMC certification-a nota-
ble professional advantage
as they apply for intern-
ships and jobs.

The Bloomberg termi-
nals are also vitally import-
ant to the success of the
student-managed Thunder
Fund, an experiential
learning opportunity that
enables students to manage
a stock portfolio. Students
enrolled in Thunder Fund
I and Thunder Fund II
courses serve as associ-
ate, junior or senior stock
analysts, using Bloomberg
financials, analyst reports,
Bloomberg Intelligence
and other platform features
to prepare their own equity
research reports and guide
their financial decisions.

"We continue to be enor-
mously grateful to Affinity
Group for its investment
in Nichols College and
our students," said Nichols
President Bill Pieczynski.
"The grant directly sup-
ports our institutional

focus to provide a hands-
on, experiential educa-
tion that prepares students
for career success. The
Bloomberg Finance Lab,
Bloomberg certifications
and Thunder Fund offer
our students the practical
experience that employers
value most."

There are currently more
than 350,000 Bloomberg
terminal users worldwide,
including student users at
the nation's top business
colleges and universities.
The Bloomberg network
also includes financial pro-
fessionals, corporate exec-
utives and government
officials who rely on the
platform for real-time ana-
Iytics and financial news
and to evaluate companies,
monitor markets and make
data-driven decisions.

Affinity Group, Inc.
includes the Southbridge-
based professional cutlery
manufacturer Dexter-
Russell.

President and CEO Alan
Peppel, an MBA graduate
of Nichols, added, "As a
leading employer in cen-
tral Massachusetts, includ-
ing the Southbridge and
Dudley communities, the
Affinity Group and Dexter-
Russell continue to view
Nichols College as a wor-
thy investment. Nichols

tinity Group, Inc.

alumni contribute signifi-
cantly to the growth and
success of our communi-
ties, and we see the expan-
sion of the Bloomberg
Finance Lab as a means
of ensuring that Nichols
remains at the forefront of
business education."

About Nichols

Nichols College has
earned business accredita-
tion from the prestigious
Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools
of Business (AACSB
International), the longest
serving global accrediting
body for business schools
and the largest business
education network con-
necting learners, educators,
and businesses worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nichols
College transforms today's
students into tomorrow's
leaders through a dynam-
ic, career-focused business
and professional educa-
tion. Nichols offers real-
world learning focused on
professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living,
competitive athletics, and
an unmatched alumni
advantage - equipping stu-
dents to exceed their own
expectations. www.nich-
ols.edu
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All Saints Academy sends oft Class of 2026

WEBSTER — All
Saints Academy proudly
celebrated the graduation
of its eighth-grade Class
of 2026 during a spe-
cial Mass and ceremo-
ny attended by students,
families, faculty, staff,
and members of the par-
ish community.

The Mass was cel-
ebrated by Fr. Lucas
LaRoche, who encour-
aged graduates to con-
tinue living their faith as
they embrace new oppor-
tunities and challenges
ahead.

The ceremony marked
a significant milestone
as students completed
their years at All Saints
Academy and prepared
to begin the next chap-
ter of their educational
journeys. It was also a
meaningful opportunity
to reflect on their aca-
demic achievements,
personal growth, and the
many faith-filled expe-
riences that shaped their
time at the school.

As Mrs. Ellen Tagg,
Assistant Head of School,
announced the graduates,
diplomas were present-
ed by Head of School
Mrs. Joan Matys, Fr.
Lucas LaRoche of Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church,
Fr. Javier of St. Louis
Church, and eighth-
grade homeroom teach-
er Mrs. Ann Scheffler.
Graduates included
Noah Beaudette, Kallie
Fales, Samantha Gardner,
Maggie Keegan, Dominic

Kistner, Caleb Latino,
Gianna Monticelli,
Benjamin Mukuha,

Connor Shelburne, and
Alanna Yelu-Attigah.

Following the presenta-
tion of diplomas, school
leaders recognized the
graduates for their hard
work, dedication, leader-
ship, and commitment to
living out the values of
the Catholic faith. During
their time at All Saints
Academy, students not
only grew academically
but also developed quali-
ties of kindness, compas-
sion, service, and respect
for others.

The ceremony contin-
ued with special recog-
nition of students who
exemplified excellence
in academics, leadership,
service, and character.

The Bishop Daniel P.
Reilly Book Award, estab-
lished by the Catholic
schools of the Diocese
of Worcester, is present-
ed annually to a student
who best exemplifies
the bishop’s motto, “In
Kindness and in Truth,”
while demonstrating
duty, honor, sacrifice, and
accomplishment  with-
in the school communi-
ty. This year’s recipient,
Alanna Yelu-Attigah, was
recognized for her enthu-
siasm for learning and her
commitment to serving
her school, church, and
community.

The Pearson Memorial
Scholarship honors the
memory of Deborah
Pearson and her dedi-
cation to enhancing the
quality of life and educa-
tion of students. Awarded
to an outstanding eighth-
grade student continuing
at a private secondary
school, the scholarship
recognizes achievement
and a commitment to
excellence. This year’s
recipient was Kallie Fales.

The All Saints Academy
Award recognizes stu-
dents who demonstrate

outstanding effort,
responsibility, honesty,
maturity, positive peer

relationships, service, and
dedication to the school
community. This year’s
recipients, Samantha
Gardner and Connor
Shelburne, were honored
for their commitment to
the mission and values of
All Saints Academy.
Throughout their
years together, the Class

of 2026 shared many
meaningful experienc-
es, including classroom
learning, school activ-
ities, service opportuni-
ties, prayer, and celebra-
tions. Faculty members
noted the strong bonds of
friendship formed among
classmates and the sup-
port they offered one
another through both suc-
cesses and challenges.

A heartfelt portion of
the ceremony was dedi-
cated to the families who
supported the graduates
throughout their journey.
Members of the class
shared personal messages
of gratitude, thanking par-
ents, grandparents, sib-
lings, and loved ones for
their sacrifices, encour-
agement, and unwavering
support. Their reflections
highlighted the essential
role families played in
helping them grow both
academically and person-
ally.

The school also
expressed its deep appre-
ciation to the parents,
families, teachers, staff,
and parish communi-
ty whose guidance and
encouragement helped
shape the students into
confident, faith-filled
young adults.

In her address, Mrs.
Matys reflected on the
Franciscan Jubilee Year,
commemorating 800
years since the passing
of St. Francis of Assisi,
and encouraged students
to follow his example
by living with humility,
courage, and a deep love
for God’s creation.

She reminded graduates
that true peace is not sim-
ply a feeling but a way
of life.

Quoting Pope Leo XIV,
she shared, “Peace is not
a formula of courtesy, but
the certain proclamation
of Christ’s victory over
death.” She challenged
students to become peace-
makers in their commu-
nities by making choices
rooted in kindness, com-
passion, and faith.

Each graduate then
received a special keep-
sake - a St. Francis prayer
coin and prayer card -
as a reminder of their
connection to God, the
beauty of creation, and
their responsibility to care
for others and the world
around them. Students
were encouraged to be
“bridge-builders” who
listen, include others, and
lead with kindness and
integrity, echoing Pope
Leo XIV’s call to “build
bridges where the world
raises up boundaries.”

As they move on to high
school, these graduates
leave All Saints Academy

‘ . J

with a strong foundation
of faith, knowledge, and

character. The school
community wishes them
continued success and
God’s blessings as they

pursue their dreams,
embrace new opportuni-
ties, and serve as peace-
makers in the spirit of St.
Francis.

Congratulations to the

Class of 2026 and its
award recipients. Their
accomplishments reflect
not only their hard work,
perseverance, and faith,
but also the steadfast

support of the families,
teachers, and communi-
ty members who have
accompanied them along
the way.

Nichols College, Anna Maria

College announce partnership to

support students’ degree completion

DUDLEY — Nichols
College and Anna Maria
College have announced
a partnership to transition
Anna Maria's respected
public safety and admin-
istration programs to
Nichols, including its
signature fire science
program. The two insti-
tutions have finalized a
proposal outlining the
terms of the partnership,
which will be submitted
to the necessary high-
er education regulatory
agencies, and expect for-
mal approval of the plan
soon.

"Nichols College is
committed to enabling
Anna Maria College stu-
dents enrolled in its fire
science and other vital
programs to continue on
aclear and seamless path-
way toward graduation,"
said Nichols President
Bill Pieczynski. "Our
proposal is intended to
preserve an important
regional pipeline for fire
and emergency man-
agement professionals
across New England. We
will also fully support
Anna Maria students in
other majors we already
offer such as business
administration, criminal
justice, psychology and
sport management as
they transition from their
cherished institution to a
new home at Nichols. We
share a commitment to
active, hands-on learning
within a small, close-knit

community and look for-
ward to welcoming these
students to Nichols."

Anna Maria announced
on April 23 that it would
cease academic opera-
tions at the end of the
spring 2026 semester
after 80 years of opera-
tion.

Under the terms of the
proposal and subject to
securing the necessary
regulatory  approvals,
Anna Maria's in-per-
son Bachelor of Science
(B.S.) programs in fire
science and emergen-
cy management; online
B.S. degree completion
programs in fire sci-
ence and criminal jus-
tice; and online Master
of Public Administration
and Master of Science
in criminal justice would
transition to Nichols. The
Anna Maria B.S. in fire
science program is the
largest in New England
and boasts outstanding
certification exam pass
rates. Nichols will adopt
their existing Fire and

Emergency Services
Higher Education
Initiative (FESHE)-

aligned curriculum to
ensure that current Anna
Maria students remain
on track to graduate
and that the popular and
well-regarded program
continues to thrive.
Additionally, Nichols
intends to bring on sev-
eral of Anna Maria's ded-
icated faculty to support

the transition and pro-
vide continuity for stu-
dents.

To facilitate quick
onboarding, any Anna
Maria student in good
standing is guaranteed
acceptance to Nichols.
Further, Nichols' tuition
is within 1% of Anna
Maria's, and Nichols
will match each student's
institutional grant up
to $32,000. Housing is
available for those stu-
dents who plan to reside
on the College's 200-acre
campus in Dudley. Anna
Maria alumni are eligible
for the same 10% dis-
count that Nichols alum-
ni receive for graduate
coursework at Nichols.

"Our responsibility is
to ensure that our stu-
dents are able to move
forward and complete
their education," said
Anna Maria President
Sean Ryan. "Nichols has
an excellent criminal jus-
tice program and is a
business school widely
respected for its career
preparedness, leadership
outcomes and commit-
ment to students. We
are confident that this
proposal with Nichols
College provides a strong
and stable path forward
for our students."

Anna Maria students
seeking information
about transferring to
Nichols are encouraged
to visit: www.nichols.
edu/annamaria. The two

institutions will share
additional information
with students, their fami-
lies and the public as it is
available.

About Nichols

Nichols College has
earned business accred-
itation from the presti-
gious Association to
Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business
(AACSB International),
the longest serving glob-
al accrediting body for
business schools and the
largest business educa-
tion network connect-
ing learners, educators,
and businesses world-
wide. Founded in 1815,
Nichols College trans-
forms today's students
into tomorrow's lead-
ers through a dynamic,
career-focused business
and professional educa-
tion. Nichols offers real-
world learning focused
on professional depth -
combined with vibrant
living, competitive ath-
letics, and an unmatched
alumni  advantage -
equipping students to
exceed their own expec-
tations. www.nichols.edu

About Anna Maria
College

Anna Maria College
was founded in 1946 by
the Sisters of Saint Anne
and has operated con-
tinuously as a Catholic
liberal arts institution in
Paxton, Massachusetts,
for 80 years. www.
annamaria.edu

New Bocce League open to community

SOUTHBRIDGE —
Bay Path Continuing
Education & the
Southbridge Italian Club
have teamed up to launch
an exciting new bocce
league on Tuesday nights
throughout May and
June.

Bocce is a game that
all can enjoy—no spe-
cial skills or talents are
required! If you can roll
a ball, you can play!
These two community

organizations are thrilled
to bring this sport to a
wider audience. Both
Bay Path Continuing
Education and the
Southbridge Italian Club
are dedicated to offering
various events for peo-
ple to engage, socialize,
and have fun. This new
league is a perfect fit.
Here are the details:

Tuesdays: May 12 —
June 30 (eight weeks)

* Teams of four to eight

players

* $240 per team

* One game per week
at either 6 or 7 p.m.

e Maximum of eight
teams — don’t wait!

o Only team captains
need to register for their
team.

o A brief informational
captain meeting will be
held before the season
starts.

o Gather your friends
(18 and older), form a

team, and come join us
for a fantastic time on
the court!

Games will be held at:

Italian American Club

20 North St.,
Southbridge

To register your team,
call Bay Path Continuing
Education at 508-248-
5971, ext. 1715. Spots
for teams are limited,
so don’t hesitate —call
today!
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OBITUARIES

Jean A. Williams, 101

Gloria M. Szydlik, 88

Southbridge: Gloria M.
(Lehonczak) Szydlik, of -
Morris St., passed away
peacefully at the age of
88 in her home with her
loving family by her side
on Friday, June 12th, after
an illness.

At a young age, she met
the love of her life, Chet,
and together they built a
beautiful life centered on
love, family, and devotion.
Their bond was extraordi-
nary, and they were truly

Szydlik  John  Guerin,
Matthew Guerin ; her
cherished great grandchil-
dren, Isabelle Lay, Rowan
Szydlik, Alistar Hudson
and great great grandchil-
e dren Kaia Hammond and
Aria Hammond. Gloria was
’ predeceased by a brother,
Joseph Lehonczak.

She was born in
Southbridge, the daughter
of Joseph and Rose Mary
(Haras) Lehonczak. Gloria
worked for more than 14

inseparable throughout the
years. Together they created a wonder-
ful family that brought them endless
joy and kept their lives full and busy.
Through life’s celebrations and chal-
lenges, they remained steadfast part-
ners, always by each other’s side. Their
enduring love was a testament to their
commitment to one another, and Chet
remained faithfully at her side until her
final moments.

She leaves her beloved husband of
68 years, Chester S. Szydlik; her four
sons, Paul Szydlik and his wife Cathy
of North Carolina, John Szydlik of New
York, NY, James Szydlik of Southbridge
and Theodore Szydlik and his wife, Jami
of North Carolina; her daughter, Susan
Guerin and herhusband David of Charlton;
her grandchildren, Rachel Szydlik, David

years as a store clerk for
the Fair department store from the
day it opened until the day it closed
in Southbridge prior to retiring many
years ago. She was member of the
Women’s Club, the Polish American
Club as well as past President of the
PAV auxiliary. Gloria enjoyed going
on many cruises as well as spending
time going out with her group of friends
known as the “Golden Girls”. Most of
all Gloria loved spending time with her
family, especially her grandchildren,
great and great grandchildren.

Funeral service and burial will be pri-
vate. There are no calling hours.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home,
130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, is
directing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

FUNDING

continued from page A1
for her review, with a June 14 deadline
to sign the bill into law.

House Bill 5375, An Act financing
long-term improvements to municipal
roads and bridges, allocates $200 mil-
lion in Chapter 90 funding for Fiscal
Year 2027 using the program’s tradi-
tional weighted formula that is based
on a community’s local road mileage
(58.33%), population (20.83%), and
employment levels (20.83%). An addi-
tional $100 million will be distributed
to cities and towns based solely on a
community’s local road mileage as a
way to ensure that rural communities
with smaller populations receive their
fair share of state funding assistance to
help maintain their local transportation
infrastructure.

“Maintaining safe and reliable roads
and bridges is one of the most import-
ant responsibilities we have to our
residents, businesses, and visitors,"
said Representative Smola. "Chapter
90 funding provides critical assistance
to our cities and towns, helping local
officials address infrastructure needs
without placing the entire burden on
local property taxpayers. These invest-
ments will help improve public safety,
support economic development, and
ensure our transportation infrastructure
remains strong for the future.”

Established by the Legislature in
1973, the Chapter 90 program offers
state funding assistance to cities and
towns on a reimbursable basis to help
pay for maintaining roads, bridges and
sidewalks. Representative Smola said
his district is slated to receive a total of
$3,580,690 under the bill.

Brimfield $487,927

Town-fo-Town

Holland $265,547

Palmer $747,267

Sturbridge $687,792

Wales $195,355

Ware $705,041

Warren $491,761

In addition to the Chapter 90 funding,
House Bill 5375 also includes:

e $500 million for the bridge and
pavement lifecycle asset management
program;

¢ $200 million for transportation cap-
ital projects;

e $200 million for the Parkway
Resilience Improvement and Safety
Modernization (PRISM) program,
which provides accelerated deferred
maintenance, modernization, and safe-
ty improvements for multi-modal trans-
portation infrastructure under the con-
trol of the Department of Conservation
and Recreation; and

¢ $200 million for the implementa-
tion of rail improvements, including
the design and acquisition of commuter
rail locomotives.

Smola noted that House Bill 5375
also reauthorizes $3 billion in funding
for several transportation-related ini-
tiatives that were previously approved
under the 2022 transportation bond bill.
This includes funding for:

e interstate and non-interstate federal
highway system projects;

e non-federally aided roadway and
bridge projects, and the non-participat-
ing share of federally aided projects;

e municipal roadway pavement and
surface condition improvements; and

e the public realm improvement pro-
gram, which supports grants to munici-
palities for improvements to sidewalks,
streets and parking spaces to create
additional capacity for pedestrians and
cyclists.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASIFIED
1142007308

Place your ad'tag

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Jayco Jay Feather
2010 Eagle
Super Lite (Trail)
EX-Port 17
Camper for sale.
Great Condition
$5,500 or BO.
(413) 245-9461

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Jean A. (Cypher)
Williams - 101 of Overlook
Masonic Home, Charlton,
MA, previously of Healy
Road, Dudley, died peace-
fully on Monday, June 1,
2026. Her husband of 55
years, Arthur D Williams,
died in 2000. She leaves a
son, Richard Williams and
wife Pamela (Robertson)
of Dudley, a daughter, Jane
and her husband Philip
Rutledge of Webster, and
a daughter-in-law Louise
(Croteau) Williams of Dudley, MA.
She leaves six grandchildren; Laurie
and her husband Steven Schwartz,
of Andover, MA, Debra and her hus-
band Damon Styer of San Francisco,
CA, Richard Williams and his wife
Christina (Herzog) of Chantilly, VA,
Kelly and her husband Eyler Santos
of Aldie, Virginia, Matthew Williams
and his partner Megan Lenhart, of
Arvada, CO and Holly and her hus-
band Brian Klee of Chantilly, VA. She
also leaves four great-grandchildren,
Brian Hubbard and his wife Lizzie
(Raabe) of Toronto, OH, Valerie and
her husband Zach Maskiell of Weare,
NH, Kevin Williams of Chantilly, VA
and Holden Klee of Chantilly, VA.
She also leaves two great-great grand-
children, James and John Hubbard
of Toronto, OH and many nieces and
nephews. She was preceded in death
by her son Brian Williams formerly
of Dudley, a brother, George Cypher
and a sister, Barbara (Cypher) Morey,
both of whom had lived in Homestead,
FL. Jean was born on December 19,
1924 in Worcester, MA, daughter of
George and Mary (Weeks) Cypher. Her
family moved to Oxford, MA before
her first birthday where she lived
until her marriage to Arthur Williams
in 1945. She graduated from Oxford
High School. When her children were
young, she was a leader in Cub Scouts
and Girl Scouts and helped in Boy
Scouts. Once her children were older,
she went back to school and attend-
ed the David Hall Fanning School
of Nursing in Worcester and became
a Licensed Practical Nurse. She
worked as a nurse at both Harrington
Memorial Hospital and Heald Machine

Co, retiring in 1987. She
was a member of the First
# Congregational Church
1 of Dudley for almost 80
years where she and Art
q served a number of terms
4 as Deacons. She served
on many committees to
include the pastoral search
committee and as a men-
tor for new confirmands.
She was the past president
of the Ladies Benevolent
Society. In 1991 when the
church needed a fundrais-
er for an addition to the church, she
started having church suppers open to
the public which were very successful
and continued to work on them for
the next 15 years. The church contin-
ues to have those suppers. She was a
60-year member of the Dudley Grange
#163 and worked at the Strawberry
Festival from when they began until
she moved to Overlook. She was a
Charter Member of the Black Tavern
Historical Society and held a number
of positions there. She loved to travel
and did so all over the world. She and
Art enjoyed spending every summer
for over 35 years at their camp on
Pierpont Pond in Charlton, MA. She
moved to the Overlook in 2007 and
when she arrived, she continued to be
active. In her over 19 years there, she
was part of the scholarship committee;
she was a floor representative and also
delivered the newspapers to residents.
For a number of years she took charge
of baking for the Craft Fair, where the
money made went toward scholarships
for the employees’ families. One year
alone her committee baked 50 pies,
42 assorted sweet beads, 61 bags of
cookies and 37 bags of candy. She
enjoyed cooking and baking, but most
of all, she enjoyed her beloved fam-
ily. Services will be held at the First
Congregational Church of Dudley, 135
Center Rd., Dudley, MA on August
22, 2026 at 11:00. Calling hours are
at 10:00. In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily requests that donations be direct-
ed toward the Tiffany 300 campaign
at the First Congregational Church
of Dudley, to be used to retore the
churches Tiffany-stained glass win-
dows.www.bartelfuneralhome.com

AUDTIONS

continued from page A1

The production is seeking seven
actors to fill the following roles:

PAIGE CALDWELL - female 20s to
40s; a professional publisher. A smart,
confidant woman who sees politics as a
series of contests to be won.

DAVE RILEY - male 30s/40s; The
Chief of Staff to the new Governor.
Very smart but - despite years of expe-
rience in government, endearingly ear-
nest and naive on the subject of poli-
tics.

LOUISE PEAKES - female 30s
to 50s; A temp employee hired as
the Governor’s executive assistant.
Personable, likable, impressively con-
fident AND entirely inept. Without
knowing it, she has the air of a politi-
cian about her.

NED NEWLEY - male 50s/60s; The

new Governor. A person of impressive
ability but a complete lack of confi-
dence. A man awaiting permission to
enter a room in which he is already
standing.

ARTHUR VANCE - male 50s/60s;
One of the most experienced and suc-
cessful political consultants in the coun-
try. He’s a showman, but his excitement
is 100% genuine and it’s contagious.

RACHEL PARSONS - female 30s;
A TV reporter. Straight forward and
honest, and inquisitive by nature - she’s
seen enough of life - and politics - to
be cynical but she’s more apt to make
a wry joke.

A. C. PETERSON - male; 30s to
50s. ATV cameraman - a working man
who is just fine being the person you
didn’t notice was there. He has a low
tolerance for idiocy and would rather
not interact with anyone. This doesn’t
make him unfriendly - just a mystery.

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

hope2o0wn.com

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

Webster - 106 East Main St (Rre 12) at
ezl >-
Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely” H|
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
\ ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. Its
close proximity to Successful National Franchised
= Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
Location. Convenient Access.
List Price: $ 615,000

on Weliter, - 3 Oatanod D () >(\
f y _ )

Meticulously maintained Colonial, 2,042 sf +/-, 4
BRs, 2-1/2 baths, 2 car garage, conveniently located
on a park-like one acre, picturesque views. Kitchen is
a culinary enthusiast’s delight, elegant formal living/
dining rms offer a sophisticated ambiance enhanced
by hardwood flrs, crown moldings & custom built-ins.
REALTOR MLS # 73523347 $$589,900

a0

Webster Late Waterfront

22 Tluion Point Suuy Fnkon Uil )7<
OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY1 :30 - 3: 00

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an
| exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/
4 featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for re-
eI laxation & convenience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$1,050,000.

[ T IR R PR Sy

Webster- 18 DDonats ;4ae
Featuned %em Lioting!

: 9 ~ & Webster Lake’s Memorial Beach!
Al 1st Time Offered

We&m & Eastomn ve
 Featwed Vew Listing!

Coming Soon! 1st Time Offered! Beautifully
maintained, 1 Owner Raised Ranch. Lov-
ingly cared for, & 3-season porch, oversized
¢ living rm, 3 BRs, Primary BR w/ull bath, 2

car garage, Bonus: A Lower Level Walkout
1 BR Apartment!

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Wetister Lake Waterfront!!

N () Webster ~ 55 Sltater Steet

THIS IS THE ONE: ANAFFORDA
BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE-IN-
READY-RANCH! Offers 980 SF+,
2 BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished
g walk-out LL Family Room. Situat-
=45 ed on a 7,104 sf (0.16 Ac) level lot
g8 W/80’ road frontage, a fenced back-
yard, & 2 CAR GARAGE! Conven-
iently located in East Village, just a

= "
Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower level,
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway wr/sliders to rear deck, and

gliiciputtiiofshoppingiissialirants 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors,

Webster - 24 (oopern RA
%ew&mma Craftsman Style liome

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 3 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
**  sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
~ w/ slider. Central AC, garage
$649,900.00

$499,000

$333,000

Price: $569,900.

Wetster Lake —
302 Rilldeern Foland
e, 3

Webster Lake Waterfront -
_3 Baywew"

0@ %wlwm Pocnt # 10

Astounding  Panoramic
Views across mid-section
of Webster Lake! View the
. lake from all windows.
Located on a peninsula
providing 2 Shorelines.
Fireplaced Living Room!
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat!
Central Air. Garage.

$ 900,000.

Lakefront home w/1, 700+ -
sq ft. Open k|tchen/d|n|ng/
living w/cathedral ceilings +
wall of windows. Full baths.
Lower level family room w/
walkout to water.

$775,000

Panoramic View, from this ab-
solutely lovely home. 2600 +/-
SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car
detached garage! 63’ +/- wa-
terfront. .37 Acres! Sandy Wa-

terfront! $1,100,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

o Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

HARMING COLONIAL | SOUTHBRIDGE CONDO

RV

BROOKFIELD MEADOWS-
55+ COMMUNITY

*3 Bedrooms * 2 Baths - = ; <t )
*Cathedral Ceilings *Central Air *2 Full Bgths * 35 POte?ti Family *2 Bedrooms *2 Baths
* Storage Shed * New Upgraded ]i?lir(llqr ’z ﬁz(égﬁ?ﬁlgo fl SIEIS;%(: *Deck *Breakfast Bar
Flooring *Fireplace Y ’ i *Applianced Kitchen
20 Deer Run $285,000 3 Elm St $445,000 18A Maria Ave $219,900
NORTHBRIDGE-CAPE | | pY~EGTER. | WORCESTER- DUDLEY-
. PRICE
| WATERFRONT| COMING
SOON! REDUCTION
3 Bedrooms : 2100 Sa. ft
*2 Bedrooms €
Walk Out Hardwood Floors,
*2.5 Baths
: Lower Level : Gas, Heat, Gas
>* .
*1.5 Baths *Hardwood DOCk Garage Flreplace,
Fl *5 Yr. Old He
O e Solar ¢ Low 600 *Great Yard 2.5 Baths
551 Fletcher St $429,900 $449,900 $679,900

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Thinking about moving?

Whether you're buying your first home,
upgrading, downsizing, or simply curious about
today's market, I'm here to help you navigate
every step with confidence.

v" Local Market Expertise
+ Personalized Service
+ Strong Negotiation Skills
+ Dedicated to Your Success

Bob Berk Realtor®

508-367-9226
bobberkrealtor@gmail.com

Find Out What Your
Home Is Worth Today!

*REMAX

Vision

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
When PROBLEMS”
Experience ReMax Professional Associates
d Licensed in MA & CT
an. We need properties to sell - any type!
\ Commitment Conrad Allen
Matter 508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI CRS C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
508.612.1382
//" = S,E;‘;:“;\ MESRealty.com
\\‘;‘_____'_,// Mary@WillSellit.com

ERA Key Realty

SERVICES

Got Space7

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

> SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME >
Q ERA HALL OF FAME - g

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

BUYERS COFFEE HOUR

JUNE 27TH «11AM-12NOON
*Let's Tale Real Estate

*Discuss Financing Options
*Buyer Representation

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)

Szymczak I s .
CRS, GRI, SRES  #[14 ReMax Vision o @
508-943-7669 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = HBms|

774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT]




16 *STONEBRIDGE PRESSe Thursday-Friday, June 18-19, 2026

www .StonebridgePress.com

Lukas Barbosa crowned 2026 Saint
Joseph School Spelling Bee Champion

WEBSTER —
On Wednesday,
May 27, Saint
Joseph  School
held its annu-
al Spelling Bee
for students in
Grades 7 and 8.
The event, which
has become a
cherished school
tradition, provid-
ed students with
an opportunity to
demonstrate their
spelling  profi-
ciency, vocabu-
lary development,
and ability to per-
form under pres-
sure in a friendly
yet challenging
academic compe-
tition.

After sever-
al  competitive
rounds, Lukas
Barbosa, a Grade
8 student, was
crowned the 2026
Spelling Bee
Champion by
correctly spell-
ing the winning
word, initiative.
Second Place was
awarded to fellow
Grade 8 student
Axel Kapitulik,
while Third Place

Saint Joseph School's 2026 Spelling Bee winners are pictured with event judge Mrs. Krystal Kolesnik. From left: Lukas
Barbosa, First Place; Axel Kapitulik, Second Place; Quinn Meehan, Third Place; and Mrs. Krystal Kolesnik, President of the

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School Home and School Association. Lukas won the competition by correctly spelling the word initiative.

Grade 7.
The

honors went to

Quinn Meehan of Spelling

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

Support foca[[y gTOWTl (ﬁ’l Spencer) andfamtfy mmedfsmaffﬁusmess
We gTOW 1000’s ofﬂ-{'angmg Basﬁets &’}J[{M’ll’S amfregu(ar[y restocl% ourgardén center

12" Mixed Patio Pots

5 for $S100

Variety’s include: Ageratum, Angelonia, ,
Celosia, Coleus, Cosmos, Euphorbia,
Evolvulus, Fuchsia, Gazena, Geraniums,
Heliotrope, Hummingbird lunch, Lantana,
Lobelia, Lysimachia, Million bells, New Guinea
impatiens, Petunia, Portulaca, Silver Falls,
Sunscape daisy, Sweet potato vine, & Verbena.

FATHER’S DAY SPECIALS

WORCESTER

Many to Choose From — Quinsigamond

4for $90 3for$75 2for $550r$29.99 | communliy
t H . .

6” Premium Annuals | 11 IIangmg Baskets ing on region-

e al employers

6 fOI' $46 to partner in its

o 24;ifrf$7~9i’t§30h Cybersecurity

ver eren! €S . .
of plants to choose from Apprent]ceShlp

Degree Program, a
workforce-driven
initiative designed
to address the
growing demand
for skilled cyber-

or $24.99 ea.

Million Bells, New Guinea impatiens & Fuchsia

security profes-

308 4

LAKESIDE

Find us on
Facebook

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website ;
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC ~ music

EVERY WEEK! 25
6/19: RYAN HOOD 7109

6/21: KEAGAN STANDRING
6/26: CHUCK CLOUGH
6/28: EVAN GOUTURE

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

Financing available and major credit cards accepted.

Make
Reservations
for our
Fathers’

Bee was judged

by Mrs. Krystal
Kolesnik,
President of the
Saint Joseph
School Home
and School

Association
(H.S.A.).
Following the
competition, Mrs.
Kolesnik present-
ed the awards
on behalf of the
H.S.A., recogniz-
ing the dedica-
tion, preparation,
and perseverance
demonstrated by
all participants.

As part of
this long-stand-
ing tradition,

Lukas's name will
be added to the
school's perpet-
ual Spelling Bee
plaque,  which
proudly recogniz-
es past champions
and serves as a
reminder of the
academic excel-
lence fostered
at Saint Joseph
School.

Spelling bees
offer students
far more than
an opportuni-
ty to compete.
They encour-
age the develop-
ment of strong
language skills,
expand  vocab-
ulary, improve
reading com-
prehension, and
build confidence
in public speak-
ing. Participants
learn the value of
preparation, per-
sistence, and good
sportsmanship —
qualities that will
benefit them both
in and beyond the
classroom.

Congratulations
to all of our stu-
dent spellers for
their hard work
and commitment,
and special recog-
nition to Lukas,
Axel, and Quinn
for their outstand-
ing performances
in this year's com-
petition.

QCC invites employers to
partner on Cybersecurity

Apprenticeship degree program

Courtesy

QCC’s Cybersecurity Apprenticeship Degree Program helps employers reduce onboarding and

training gaps.
sionals. In addi-
tion to classroom
instruction, QCC
also handles most
administrative
responsibilities,
making it easy for
employers to par-
ticipate.

The program
combines paid,
on-the-job train-
ing with col-
lege-level course-
work, enabling
participants  to
earn a degree
while gaining

‘ANDREW
PORTER

CONTRACTING, INC

It's a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand
behind—because trust, quality and affordability
come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no
markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work.

practical  expe-
rience, without
disrupting daily
work sched-
ules. Through
MassEducate and
MassReconnect,
many participants
qualify for a free
degree, signifi-
cantly reducing
or eliminating
education costs
for employers
supporting their
workforce.

Designed  for
both incumbent
employees seek-
ing to upskill and
new hires entering
entry-level roles,
the program offers
employers a flex-
ible and cost-ef-
fective approach
to workforce
development.

“ W h a t
sets QCC’s
Cybersecurity
Apprenticeship
apart is its adapt-

ability,” said
Project Manager
of Apprenticeship
Degree Initiatives
Krista  Piazza.
“Many  partici-
pants bring prior
education, certifi-
cations or profes-
sional experience.
Through  prior
learning assess-
ment and compe-
tency alignment,
we can often
accelerate their
path to graduation
without compro-
mising academic
standards.”

This tailored
approach delivers
measurable bene-
fits for employers,
including faster
time to fully cre-
dential cybersecu-
rity professionals,
reduced onboard-
ing and training
gaps and debt-
free or low-cost
degree pathways

for employees.

“This talent
strategy results in
a stronger, more
loyal workforce
pipeline devel-
oped in direct
alignment  with
organizational
needs,” Piazza
said.

QCC collabo-
rates closely with
employer part-
ners, while man-
aging  program
coordination, aca-
demic instruction
and apprentice
support, allow-
ing employers to
focus on mentor-
ing and integrat-
ing apprentices
into their opera-
tions.

Employers
can obtain more
information by
contacting Krista
Piazza at kpiaz-
za@qcc.mass.edu.

ALV KNOW 9L0CAL - tonehidoePress.con
I ml“ m LAY RESTAUAT pé%

yaseey
n =

¥




	CHRA061926WEB
	CHRA061926-02
	CHRA061926-03
	CHRA061926-04
	CHRA061926-05
	CHRA061926-06
	CHRA061926-07
	CHRA061926-08
	CHRA061926-09
	CHRA061926-10
	CHRA061926-11
	CHRA061926-12
	CHRA061926-13
	CHRA061926-14
	CHRA061926-15
	CHRA061926-16

