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Dudley officials 
reflect on 
challenges 
of 2023 

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — Calling the past year a challenging 
for Dudley would be an understatement, but that 
doesn’t mean the town lacked progress in 2023. 
Town officials had to manage a tumultuous budget 
season and several project delays along the way 
while also working to push the town into the future 
and help support new and existing programs. In 
many ways it was a building year, but Dudley can 
look back on 2023 as one filled with perseverance 
and promises of  brighter things still to come.

The biggest story of  Dudley’s 2023 was the town 
budget as officials were faced with significant 
increases that nearly resulted in cuts to numerous 
programs including public safety and the library. 
In the end, voters finally passed an override in 
August, bringing an end to months of  debate. Town 
Administrator Jonathan Ruda admitted that the 
budget situation was difficult but said officials 
will learn from it and look ahead to, hopefully, a 
smoother and more transparent process.

“One of  my jobs as Town Administrator is to be 
pragmatic and present realistic options that will 
keep services funded. I’ve been on both sides of  
that equation – the political side and the adminis-
trative side and often the two are incompatible,” 
said Ruda. “As we move through 2024 and work to 
set the FY25 budget, transparency will remain par-
amount while we explore funding sources that are 
both sustainable and recurring to meet the needs 
of  our operating costs and obligations to our public 
schools.”

This will include figuring out how to pay for a 
loan of  nearly $3 million for capital improvement 
at the Dudley schools which was approved by vot-
ers in 2022 and prepare for potential cuts to state 
and local spending. Regardless, officials made it 
clear in their first meeting of  2024 that they intend 
to provide a fully transparent process for the new 
budget season.

Even despite the controversies that came about 
during budget talks, Ruda feels Dudley voters made 
a significant investment in their quality-of-life by 
passing the overrides. Even with the extra taxes, 
Dudley’s tax rate remains one of  the lowest in the 
region.

The past year not only presented issues with 
the budget but also proved to be difficult for sev-
eral longstanding projects around the town. The 
year started with the promise of  progress for the 
Stevens Mill project; however, it ended with the 
reveal that the initiative has hit a roadblock and, as 
a result, missed its anticipated goals for 2023. The 
project is expected to revitalize the historic mill 
into housing and other uses, but Ruda admitted 
the project saw little progress due to a variety of  
factors. 

“As we reported with the publishing of  an Oct. 
11 letter from the project developer to Dudley’s 
state legislators, inflated interest rates had ham-
pered the ability to obtain suitable financing for 
the project. The high interest rates coupled with 
the continued high costs of  construction nation-
wide, created a more than $6 million shortfall in 
the developer’s budget,” Ruda said in a statement. 
“The latest information from the developer is that 
progress has been made and the project is set to 
begin construction by this summer.”

Another project that had a slow 2023 is the 
Brandon Road Bridge which has been closed since 
2021 due to the Mill Race Bridge on the Dudley side 
being unsafe. Locals have begged for a solution 
ever since and while the bridge remained closed 
in 2023, Ruda said officials worked to find at least 
a temporary solution. In 2022, the town began dis-
cussions with MassDOT, state legislators and engi-
neering firm Tighe & Bond to launch a $6.2 million 
project to reopen the road, but 2023 provided few 
updates on that front. The town did reach out to 
MassDOT who has an inventory of  temporary 
modular bridges available for loan which would 
cost Dudley more than $600,000 for engineering 
and installation, money the town can’t spare in its 
current budget situation. Ruda said officials are 
exhausting all options to find a solution, but for 
now the bridge will remain closed. 

“The only option available at this time is patience 
while the wheels of  state government turn at an 
agonizingly slow pace or to seek a Capital Debt 
Exclusion or a Debt Exclusion override, which 
would require a significant show of  public support 
before it would be considered,” Ruda said.

Project delays and a difficult budget season 
weren’t the only defining factors of  2023 for Dudley. 
Plenty of  positive news came through the town as 
officials looked towards a bright future, starting 
with hiring a new police chief  in January. With 
the retirement of  Steve Wojnar, who himself  left 
big shoes to fill as a respected leader of  the Dudley 

WEBSTER — Saint 
Joseph School seventh 
grade Student Faith 
Muga was recognized 
on Saturday, Jan. 13 
for her winning poetry 
at the Worcester State 
University 30th Annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Youth Celebration. 

 
This year’s poetry con-

test theme was “Beyond 
the Dream: The Struggle 
for Equity Continues.” 
The MLK Jr. Poetry 
Committee explained 
that “as we continue 
to embody Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s cour-
age and message to call 
our democracy into pro-
viding access to human 
rights as an essential 
part of  our civil rights, 
many of  our communi-
ties are still fighting for 
labor rights, affordable 
housing, access to educa-
tion, and inclusion and 
visibility of  our most 
vulnerable communi-
ties.” Therefore, the com-
mittee asked students to 
focus on moving “Beyond 
the Dream” by describ-

ing in their poems how 
they would like elected 
officials to see challenges 
and struggles for equity 
or their vision for how we 
can bring about equity.  

 
The poetry contest 

was open to students in 
grades seven through 
12. The MLK Jr. Poetry 
Committee consisted 
of  a panel of  educators, 
university students, and 
community members 
who judged the entries. 
Criteria included creativ-
ity, originality, style, and 
how the poems addressed 
the theme. Saint Joseph 
School 6th, 7th, and 8th 
Grade Language Arts 
instructor Mrs. Karen 
Lefebvre invited all her 
students to participate. 
In mid-December, the 
Poetry Committee noti-
fied Saint Joseph School 
that Muga’s poem, enti-
tled “If  Only,” was select-
ed as a winner. 

An excerpt of  Muga’s 
poem states, “Oh if  only 

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON 
— With the Dudley 
Charlton Regional School 
District’s application for 
Massachusetts School 
Building Authority 
money for Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School 
rescinded in 2023, the dis-
trict has begun examining 
ways to continue progress 
towards the needed reno-
vation or replacement of  
the high school. On Jan. 
10, the School Committee 
took the first big step by 
utilizing money available 
in the district’s Capital 

Expenditure Plan to move 
forward with a review of  
the building.

Director of  Finance 
and Operations Richard 
Mathieu approached the 
committee with a pro-
posal that would utilize 
money already avail-
able in the capital plan 
to include Shepherd Hill 
in a series of  architec-
tural reviews of  several 
school buildings. Mathieu 
said the capital plan has 
been “very successful” 
and the architectural 
review is one of  the final 
phases but originally only 

Zain Place ZBA 
hearing continued 

to Feb. 15
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

OXFORD — Although the proponents had applied 
for an continuation and weren’t present Oct 18, several 
citizens raised concerns about the ongoing Zain Place 
40B public hearing before the Zoning Board.

Among the issues were privacy, potential flooding, 
snow removal, and the proposed parking garage, as 
well as the concept of  continuing the hearing itself. 
The board brought up that last point, with Chair 
David Silverman noting he felt if  Ansari Builders isn’t 
ready to proceed at the next date (Feb. 15), “it should be 
removed and when they’re ready, they can come back. 
… It’s not fair to everyone here. I don’t want an appli-
cant to feel it could be acceptable to be lacksadaisical.”

Planner Eric Rumsey said the board wasn’t actually 
ready to proceed right now either. He’d just received 
peer review comments and was still waiting for com-
ments from various town departments, including 
health and the schools. Meanwhile, Ansari is working 
on responses to “issues generated at the last ZBA 
meeting” including a traffic study, encroachment on 

Courtesy

DUDLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL SALUTES STUDENTS OF 
THE MONTH
Dudley Middle School congratulates the following students on being named Students of the Month. 5th grade - Arianna 
Dos Santos, Dylan Bort, Lily Blessington, & Ava Hortance; 6th grade - Griffin Bachand, Noah LePage, & Olivia Panczyk; 
7th grade - Rose Cole, Seth Chatterton, & Noah Torres; 8th Grade - Jonathan Gauvin, Paige Walker, & Ella Hanson.

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School seventh grade Student Faith Muga was 
recognized on Saturday, Jan. 13, for her winning poetry at the 
Worcester State University 30th Annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Youth Celebration. 

Saint Joseph student wins 
MLK poetry competition at 

Worcester State

DCRSD utilizing
 capital plan funds 

for review of 
Shepherd Hill
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CHARLTON — Ashley Rincon of  
Southbridge, a practical nursing stu-
dent at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, recently completed multiple 
online training modules and obtained 
her certificates in The Organ and 
Tissue Donation Choice, Ambulatory 

Preceptor: Leadership, Autoimmune 
Disease: Causes and Treatments, and 
Common Sleep Disorders. 

The online courses are self-paced 
learning experiences designed to 
increase health literacy and aware-
ness. The training provides knowledge, 
skills, and confidence needed by health-
care providers. The courses are avail-
able athttps://www.relias.com/ a lead-
ing provider of  workforce education 
and enablement solutions, empowering 
healthcare organizations and their staff  
with integrated tools and best-in-class 
learning content. Relias’ healthcare 
workforce enablement and education 
solutions aim to attract and retain staff, 
elevate care quality, and reduce risk.   

Rincon, a 2017 Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
graduate and an Associate in Criminal 
Justice degree holder with a minor 
in Science (2020) from Quinsigamond 
Community College, believes that as 
a student nurse being compassion-
ate, hardworking, helpful, and patient 
includes learning new things and using 
the new skills towards helping oth-
ers. She is certified in Mental Health 
First Aid, Dementia Care, Stop the 
Bleed, HCP/BLS Provider CPR and first 
aid. She recently participated in her 
clinical team’s Luminary lighting proj-
ect for the Alzheimer’s Association’s the 
Longest Night to shine a light to dimin-
ish the darkness and illuminate a path 
towards a world where Alzheimer’s and 
dementia are nothing but a memory. She 
joins 31 other members of  the 2024 with 
an anticipated graduation date of  June 
21, 2024. Photo shows Rincon with her 
certificates. 

According to Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, Academy 
Director, “At Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, we applaud student engage-
ment. We believe that success is inten-
tional and ensure that our PN students 
are relevant and actively engaged in 
empowering themselves. In person and 
online learning are both helpful.” 

About Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy

The program is a 40-week (10-month), 
full-time, Monday through Friday, eve-
ning program. The program begins 
mid-August and is completed in late 
June. Graduates receive a Practical 
Nursing Certificate 
and are eligible to 
take the NCLEX-
PN licensure exam. 
The Bay Path 
Practical Nursing 
Academy is fully 
approved by the 
C o m m o n we a l t h 
of  Massachusetts 
Executive Office 
of  Health and 
Human Services 
Department of  
Public Health 
Board of  
Registration in 
Nursing (www.
m a s s . g o v / d p h /
boards/rn) and 

is accredited by the Commission on 
Occupational Education (www.council.
org). For more information, visit www.
baypath.net.
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My Uncle used to say,
“There are Jewelers and 

there are people who sell jewelry.”

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Starsky and Hutch
Hello, we’re Starsky (stripe on fore-
head) and Hutch (huge white forehead). 
Life can be a bit scary for us, but we’re 
learning to trust. We’re a bonded pair, 
always there to comfort each other. We 
may be a bit shy at first, but give us a 
moment, and our sweet, friendly nature 
will shine through. We’re also quite the 
goofballs once we’re comfortable. We love playing with our 
toys and making our caregivers laugh with our antics. Our 
dream? To find a home where we can be ourselves, feel safe, 
and spread joy. Adopt us and discover the unique bond of a 
bonded pair. We promise, it’s double the love, double the fun!

Second Chance Animal Services
East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

152 Main St., Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

Tues., Wed, Fri 10-5 •Thurs 10-6 • Sat 10-3 
Closed Sun & Mon

It’s Different In Here!
A Family Business Since 1949

ART 
GALLERY&

You customers will know the difference
Stop by so we can show you the difference!

Fine Jewelery • Watches
 Jewelry Cleaning •Custom Design 

Jewelry Repairs * Jewelry Restoration
 We Buy Gold • Appraisals

TOWN OF POMFRET
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

RECREATION DIRECTOR
The Town of Pomfret is seeking a Recreation Director. This posi-
tion is full-time/35 hours and includes some nights and weekends. 
A current CT driver’s license is required. Must be a motivated 
self-starter with strong organizational and interpersonal skills, re-
quires a working knowledge of Microsoft computer systems, web-
site/social media knowledge as well as general clerical duties. The 
Recreation Director performs administrative, supervisory, and pro-
fessional work in the planning, development, and operations of a 
comprehensive public recreation program for individuals of all ages 
and interests. Successful candidate will have a bachelors degree 
in related field or five years of related experience, able to lift up 
to 50 pounds, and available to work a flexible schedule. Salary is 
negotiable. This position is open until filled. Applications and Job 
Description may be obtained online at www.pomfretct.gov or at the 
Office of the Pomfret First Selectmen. EEO/AA.

CHARLTON — 
Kindness takes on many 
meanings. Everyone 
knows the Golden Rule: 
Treat others how you’d 
like to be treated and 
most everyone would like 
to be treated kindly.  

Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy 
Director Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 
Ed, RN, RN, CRRN con-
gratulates Aminat Poku, 
LPN of  Southbridge for 
her story’s publication 
in the national maga-
zine Woman’s World 
Magazine. Poku gradu-
ated in 2023, passed the 
NCLEX-PN on her first 
attempt and is gainfully 
employed at Southbridge 
Rehabilitation Center.  

“Sharing the story 
is likened to telling the 
world how valuable an 
act of  kindness is,” stated 
Bolandrina. “I am in awe 
at all the acts of  kindness 
of  our practical nursing 
students, alumni, staff, 
and faculty.” 

Bolandrina adds, 
“Even the littlest acts of  
kindness make a differ-
ence in people’s lives.”  

While a student at 

Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, 
Poku was certified in 
Healthcare Provider 
/ BLS provider CPR 
and first aid, Dementia 
Care, Mental Health First 
Aid, and Stop The Bleed. 
She completed Domestic 
Violence training with 
the distinction of  achiev-
ing a 100 percent score. 
She attended EpiCorps 
Contact Tracing 
Training, through the 
University of  Houston 
College of  Nursing. 
Poku was a MassHire 
grant recipient. She was 
a member of  the Mock 
Code Team and UNICEF 
Club. She was a nomi-
nee for the 2023 Clinical 
Excellence Award and a 
district & state Champion 
for SkillsUSA First Aid/
CPR earning silver med-
als for both. Poku volun-
teered for the BP Clinic 
Charlton Senior Center, 
Health Screenings at 
Dudley Middle School 
and Shepherd Hill Craft 
Fair for Medical Care.  

The submitted work 
of  Poku published by 
Woman’s World Magazine 
was about how grate-

ful she felt towards Bay 
Path’s custodial services. 

In an email to Bolandrina 
by the Woman’s World 

Magazine Circle of  
Kindness Editor, it was 
expressed how they love 
Aminat’s story! Below is 
the story as it appeared 
in the Jan. 22 issue of  
Woman’s World.  

 “At the closing of  the 
second semester, heading 
into my final term as a 
practical nursing student 
I bought thank you cards 
& gift cards for the school 
custodians. The custodi-
ans keep our lecture hall, 
classrooms, media center, 
and cafeteria clean. They 
greet us and encourage 
us. They keep our envi-
ronment clean and safe. 
This helps me focus 
mainly on my studies. I 
am grateful for their ser-
vice. Getting them thank 
you cards & gift cards 
is a small token to show 
my appreciation for how 
they positively impact 
my learning.” 

About Bay Path RVTHS 
Practical Nursing 
Academy

Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy offers 
a 40-week, (10-month), 
full-time, Monday 
through Friday, evening 
program. The program 

begins mid-August and 
is completed in late 
June. Graduates receive 
a Practical Nursing 
Certificate and are eligi-
ble to take the NCLEX-
PN licensure exam. 
The Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy is 
fully approved by the: 
Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of  Human 
Services of  Public Health 
Board of  Registration in 
Nursing, 239 Causeway 
St., Boston, MA 02114 617-
973-0800, www.mass.gov/
dph/boards/rn. The Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is accredit-
ed by the: Council on 
Occupational Education 
840 Roswell Rd., Building 
300, Suite 325, Atlanta, 
GA 30350; Telephone: 800-
917-2081; Web site www.
council.org. Bay Path 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School is 
fully accredited by the: 
New England Association 
of  Schools and Colleges 
209 Burlington Rd., Suite 
201, Bedford, MA, 01730-
1433 781-271-0022 www.
neasc.org 

Bay Path alum’s act of kindness featured in 
Woman’s World Magazine 

Aminat Poku

Bay Path nursing student obtains Relias Certificates

Ashley Rincon

Webster 
police log

WEBSTER — The Webster Police 
Department reported the following 
arrests during the week of  Jan. 14-20.

Heather Rosemary Guyette, age 40, 
of  Webster was arrested on Jan. 14 
for Operating Under the Influence of  
Alcohol and Assault & Battery.

A 20-year-old from Worcester was 
taken into protective custody on Jan. 
15 and subsequently charged with 
Disturbing the Peace, Assault & Battery 
on a Police Officer, Assault & Battery 
with a Dangerous Weapon, Resisting 
Arrest, Disorderly Conduct, and 
multiple counts each of  Assault and 
Vandalization of  Property.

A 41-year-old female from Webster 
whose identity has been withheld from 
publication was arrested on Jan. 15 
for Assault & Battery on a Family or 
Household Member.

Michael Gonzalez, age 33, of  Webster 
was arrested on Jan. 16 in connection 
with a warrant.

Jared Canney Baitz, age 37, of  Webster 
was arrested on Jan. 18 in connection 
with an out of  agency warrant.

Anna Szwarc, age 40, of  Webster was 
arrested on Jan. 19 in connection with 
a warrant.

A 36-year-old male from Webster whose 
identity has been withheld from publica-
tion was arrested on Jan. 20 for Assault 
on a Family or Household Member.

Reconciliation and Zion tackle 
hunger in Souper Bowl of Caring 
 
WEBSTER — Church of  the Reconciliation, 5 North 

Main St., Webster, and Zion Lutheran Church, 70 Main 
St., Oxford, have a game plan to make an impact on local food 
insecurity and hunger. 

Both churches have teamed up to collect canned soup as 
part of  the 34th Annual Souper Bowl of  Caring. Formed 
in 1990, the Souper Bowl of  Caring has become a power-
ful national movement that transforms the time around 
the Big Game into the country’s largest celebration 
of  giving and caring for those in need. Since then, more 
than $170 million has been generated for local charities.  
 

From now through Feb. 11, you can “huddle up” with us to 
top our 2023 score of  501 cans of  soup. Your gifts will be donat-
ed to the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf  and the United Con
gregational Church Food Pantry in Webster. Participation is 
easy! Collect cans of  soup in the days and weeks before Super 
Bowl Sunday and deliveryour donations on Sunday mornings 
to Zion between 8:30 and 11 or to Reconciliation between 10 
a.m. and noon. You may also donate in cash or checks made 
out to either church. We will gladly shop for you. You can be 
a game changer! 

www.StonebridgePress.com



Zoe Picard named to  
Wofford College Dean’s List

SPARTANBURG, S.C. — Zoe Picard has been named to the fall 2023 Dean’s List. 
Picard is from Auburn.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a student must be enrolled for at least 12 semester 
hours of  graded courses and attain a semester grade point average of  3.6 or higher.

Wofford College, established in 1854, is a four-year, residential liberal arts col-
lege located in Spartanburg, South Carolina. It offers 27 major fields of  study to 
a student body of  1,875 undergraduates. Nationally known for the strength of  its 
academic program, outstanding faculty, experiential learning opportunities and 
successful graduates, Wofford is recognized consistently as a “best value” and for 
its commitment 
to student success 
and accessibility 
for low- and mid-
dle-income stu-
dents. The college 
community has 12 
sororities and fra-
ternities as well as 
20 NCAA Division 
I athletics teams.

Case Management Accelerated 
Training program is a success!

DUDLEY — The Executive Office of  Health and Human Services awarded Tri-Valley, Inc. of  Dudley a 
Workforce Development grant earlier this year.  Using those funds and operational parameters, a Case 
Management Accelerated Training (CMAT) program was developed and launched in September 2023.  
The intense training program consists of  both classroom learning, fieldwork with current case manag-
ers, and remote learning days.  Partnering with local universities and community-based organizations 
has provided a broad range of  learning opportunities.  Students are those who do not have a four-year 
degree and seek employment and career opportunities in the human service sector.  Students represent 
a wide range of  skills, knowledge, and desire to complete this 11-week certificate program. 

In most cases, case managers are required to have a Bachelor’s degree.  Due to the workforce chal-
lenges, many companies have begun considering employees without a degree but expect a level of  expe-
rience or knowledge.  The CMAT program content is designed to provide comprehensive information 
and education about the field of  human services in general and case management specifically.  The field-
work has allowed hands-on experience and immediate feedback which has proven very helpful to the 
students.  Upon completion, an employer who hires a CMAT student should have a level of  confidence 
in their ability to perform the job at a high level.  

In order to complete the training, each student is held to attendance and workload requirements.  They 
will have completed a Boston University certificate program in Person-Centered Case Management, 
become a “Dementia Friend,” completed three weeks of  fieldwork and eight weeks of  class work.  They 
are also required to complete a research project, present their findings, update their 
resume, and attend a Job Fair hosted by Tri-Valley.  It is our hope that the graduat-
ing students will all obtain employment in the sector of  their choice following the 
completion of  the program.

The second CMAT session will start in February 2024.  Applications are now being 
accepted.  Visit www.trivalleyinc.org/cmat for program details and information.

BY VICTOR KOLINSKI
SPECIAL TO THE WEBSTER TIMES

WEBSTER — Hidden 
away on a side road in 
the Town of  Webster lies 
a small club with a large 
history. 

The Polish American 
Citizens Club, simply 
known to locals and 
many others as the PACC, 
is located at 37 Harris St., 
off  the main roads in a 
quiet little neighborhood. 

This club has deep 
roots in the Webster com-
munity, dating back even 
further than its original 
incorporation in 1908. 
Back to 1904 the now 
club was just a group 
of  immigrants getting 
together to meet, talk 
and help each other out. 
Back then, however, the 
club wasn’t known for 
what it is today. When 
the group of  immigrants 
finally decided to form an 
official social club, they 
chose the name “Polish 
Political Club.” The orig-
inal articles of  incorpo-
ration are dated in 1907, 
although the state did not 
finalize everything until 
1908. 

For many years, the 
club operated with the 
mission to help immi-
grants coming from 
Poland find work, meet 
other immigrants and to 
engage in local politics 
and community events 
as well as gain their cit-
izenship. It wouldn’t be 
until 1926 that the then 
members would decide 
to rename the club fol-
lowing a transition of  
its original mission- The 
Polish American Citizens 
Club. 

If  you ask anyone from 
the Webster - Dudley area 
about the history of  the 
area, most everyone will 
tell you the same story; 
it was a very Polish com-
munity, and everyone has 
a little Polish in their 
family tree. Just by look-
ing around the communi-
ty you can recognize mul-
tiple Polish last names 
on buildings as well as 
two Polish churches. 
The Polish footprint still 
remains in town more 
than 100 years later. 

During both world 
wars, the Club had many 
members deploy in ser-
vice, and on July 26, 1947 
hosted the local commu-

nity’s Welcome Home 
Dinner for the Polish-
American Veterans that 
served during World War 
II. 

The original club 
house that was used was 
built in 1910, and by the 
1950s, it was deemed too 
small for club use and 
a committee was estab-
lished to review and plan 
an expansion. In 1956, 
construction on the New 
building was completed 
thanks in a large part to 
charitable land donations 
and a tight community 
that came together. 

In the 1980s, with 
immigration slowing 
down, the Club turned 
its focus towards main-
taining a gathering spot 
for its members and the 
community while also 
maintaining a strong 
presence in local poli-
tics and affairs. With the 
height of  industry in the 
Webster area, the Club 
became the gathering 
spot to grab an after work 
drink or for the overnight 
shift, a breakfast spot 
before they retired home 
for the day. 

This past year, the 
PACC silently celebrated 

115 years since its incor-
poration. It has spent the 
last decade fighting for 
survival and relevance 
as it navigates an age 
where social media and 
the Internet are the ways 
to connect with people 
and belonging to a social 
club or going out seem to 
have faded into history. 
This past year the club 
faced a critical decision 
whether to close a long 
chapter of  town history 
and fade away into past 
memory, or to adapt and 
try to bring back a sense 
of  community, pride and 
importance to the local 
area. 

In March 2023, a new 
Board of  Directors and 
Officers were 
elected. They 
took on the nearly 
impossible chal-
lenge of  trying to 
save the club and 
its history. With a 
focus of  changing 
its direction and 
bringing it to the 
modern age while 
preserving histo-
ry. With multiple 
generations of  
board members, 
the challenge was 

set. Taking pride in its 
115 years they set out 
to the unknown facing 
challenge after challenge 
but not letting that deter 
them from having a place 
to offer the local com-
munity to visit, escape 
and experience Polish 
culture through engage-
ment of  cultural events 
and cuisine. The club is 
proud to have spent the 
year rebuilding and takes 
pride in offering a large 
private banquet hall as 
well as a vast outdoor 
lawn with a food and 
bar shack and beauti-
ful downstairs bar. The 
board invites everyone to 
stop by 2024 and check 
out some of  the events 

planned in the coming 
year. Information on 
Events and Hall Rental 
can be found on Facebook 
or on their Web site, www.
PaccMA.com. While most 
of  us travel the roads 
through Webster and 
Dudley daily, not thinking 
too much about what’s 
around us, take a second 
this year to stop, take a 
breath, look around your 
community and see what 
deep historical roots are 
around where you live. 
You may discover places 
you did not even know 
existed or forgot in the 
daily grind of  the world. 
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Start a career you’ll love  
and open the door  
to possibility for  

individuals facing  
complex challenges.

openskycs.org/stonebridge-aw

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Meet Diesel
Meet Diesel, a goofy 6-month-old pup in search of his forever Valentine Diesel is a big affection-
ate pup, who loves to play and zoom around (especially with squeaky toys). Despite some initial 
nervousness around new people, Diesel is easily won over with treats, and warms up quickly. 
This food-motivated pup gets along well with other dogs and would thrive in a home with older 
teens or adults. Diesel is looking for an adopter with dog experience who shares his enthusiasm 
for continued training and adventures.
Diesel is hoping for a quiet neighborhood setting. The hustle and bustle of city or apartment 
life may be overwhelming for him, but a fenced-in yard would be the perfect space for him to 
enjoy his playtime. 

Apply for Diesel at baypathhumane.org

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Courtesy

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILDREN PRESENT 
“THE BEST GIFT EVER”
At a Christmas Eve afternoon service, the children of Zion Lutheran Church, Oxford were captured preparing to 
begin a time travel trip to Bethlehem to deliver gifts to the Baby Jesus. The play brought Christmas joy to our 
congregation and visitors. All are welcome to join us on Sunday mornings at 8:45 a.m.

A hidden gem with more than 115 years of history



2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Mon, 

Tues, Thurs: 9 a.m.-8 
p.m., Wed: 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Fri: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat: 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING 
LIST!

 Want to receive 
updates about our 
upcoming events? Sign 
up for email alerts by 
visiting our website or 
contacting our Program 
Coordinator Randa Cox 
at rcox@cwmars.org.

Spice Club Each month 
will feature a new spice, 
recipes, and cookbooks. 
Stop by the lobby to grab 
a sample of  that month’s 
spice, then take it home 
and cook!  January’s 
Spice is Dill.

Are you a Collector of  
Old Books? Come check 
out our display upstairs 
to see if  any of  them 
could be added to your 
collection! 

For the month of  
January bag of  books is 
back! In the lobby of  the 
library the Friends of  the 
Library are having a $5 
bag of  books sale! Come 
check it out!

Adult Programming
YOGA – Saturday 

January 27th at 9:30 AM 
Join Julie or Lauren 

at the Gladys E. Kelly 
Library for a vinyasa 
yoga class for all levels. 
In Sanskrit, Vinyasa 
yoga translates to the 
“uniting of  movement 
with breath”. A typical 
class involves centering 
the mind with the breath, 
aromatherapy, movement 
of  the body to release 
energetic blockages, and, 
finally, rest and relax-
ation. Classes are free. 
Funded by the Friends 
of  the Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library.

ADULT BOOK 
DISCUSSION GROUP— 
February 26th at 6:30 PM

 This month’s 
book discussion will 
be in the Library’s 
Community Room. The 
Group will be discussing 
The Last Apothecary by 
Sarah Penner . Stop by 
the library, or reach out 
by phone at 508-949-3880, 
or by email to rcox@
cwmars.org for inquiries.

ADULT BOARDGAME 
NIGHT--- February 5th 
—6:00 PM

Come in and play 
games with other board 
game enthusiasts. Learn 
a new one, or play one 
you know and help others 
learn!

COOKBOOK CLUB—
February 12th --- 6:00 PM 

 Every month 
there will be a new 

cookbook and you will 
choose a delicious recipe 
to make! You can choose 
anything out of  the cook-
book to bring and share. 
Whether you like to cook 
or bake there will always 
be something for you! 
We will eat and discuss 
our favorite and our least 
favorite things of  the 
cooking adventure. You 
can pick up your copy 
from behind the circula-
tion desk.

Children’s and Young 
Adult Programming

Scavenger Hunt---- All 
Month Long 

 What’s more 
exciting than a scavenger 
hunt? Come upstairs to 
the Children’s room to 
pick up a list of  things 
to find all around the 
library. Once you’ve 
completed the scavenger 
hunt, check in with the 
Children’s Librarian to 
redeem a prize.

MAKER MONDAYS – 
Mondays from 3:30-4:30 
PM

Feeling artistic? We 
will have a variety of  craft 
materials available to put 
your 
c r e -
ativi-
ty to 
t h e 
test ! 

Every month we will 
rotate our craft material, 
stop in to see what we’re 
making this month! 

LEGO CLUB--- First 
two Tuesdays of  the 
month at 3:30 PM

 Come play with 
the library’s Legos. If  
you like, we can put your 
work on display!

No registration 
Required

 
BUILD TUESDAYS - 

from 3:30-4:30 PM
 Join us for the 

last two Tuesday for 
a self-guided STEM-
based building chal-
lenge, appropriate for 
all ages. Younger kids 
should bring a parent. 
Instruction sheets will 
be provided. Contact 
Andrew at 508-949-3880, 
or atai@cwmars.org for 
more details.

S T O R Y T I M E - - - 
January 30th 9:30 AM

Mornings will be filled 
with fun stories, songs, 
and activities perfect for 
ages 2-5. Siblings are wel-
come to join.

STUFFED ANIMAL 
STORY TIME--- January 

31st  10:00 AM
   Join Library 

Director Sondra Murphy 
for stories, songs, and 
fun with our plush pals! 
This story time is geared 
toward ages birth to 3 but 
siblings are welcome.

WINTER CRAFT 
SERIES: HOT COCOA 
SLIME----- January 25th 
at 3:30 PM

 Join us for a 
festive craft this winter 
season. We are making 
taste-safe Hot Cocoa 
‘slime!’ Made with 3 com-
mon pantry staples, you 
can add chocolate chips 
or mini marshmallows 
to your creation! We’ll 
also have hot cocoa for all 
to enjoy during the pro-
gram. For all ages with 
adult supervision.

DRUM CIRCLE WITH 
MIKE LEO---- January 
27th at 12:30 PM

 Local musician 
Mike Leo will be facilitat-
ing a session of  rhythm, 
drumming, and inter-
active live music for all 
ages. Be both the audi-
ence and the performer 
as we connect deeper 
with rhythm, interact 

with Musical and rhyth-
mic games, and become 
the Rhythm Section of  an 
interactive live concert. 
All Instruments provid-
ed, all ages welcome. 
Families and caregivers 
of  individuals with spe-
cial needs are encour-
aged to attend.

BABY SIGN CLASS--- 
January 30th at 10:30 AM

 Sign language 
for caregivers and babies 
age 2 months and up. Pre-
verbal.

E C O T A R I U M 
PRESENTS: MISSION 
EARTH & MARS---- 
February 3rd 12:00 PM

 Think you need 
a billion-dollar telescope 
to be an astronomer? 
Think again! Uncover the 
mysteries of  the grand-
est science of  them all 
through hands-on exper-
iments and demonstra-
tions. Build a star, design 
a satellite, or maybe even 
create a cosmic catastro-
phe! Then head outside 
and peer through a trav-
eling telescope (weather 
permitting).
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DUDLEY

DuDley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

DuDley Police DeParTmenT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
DuDley Fire DeParTmenT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday ........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

oxForD Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs ......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday ............................ 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday .................................. 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

oxForD Police DeParTmenT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

oxForD Fire DeParTmenT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

websTer Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ..................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday ...............8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday .............................. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

websTer Police DeParTmenT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 websTer Fire DeParTmenT (949-3875)

Monday-Friday .....................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday ...............................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

BRIDGEWATER — The fol-
lowing Massachusetts residents 
were named to the dean’s list 
for the fall 2023 semester at 
Bridgewater State University:

  
Auburn
Simon Benton, Abigail 

Gaudreau, Mackenzie 
Greenidge, Emily Healy, Shea 
Kobel, Anna Novakoski and Ava 
Novakoski.

 
Blackstone
Madison Abrants, Zoe 

Bergeron, Brad Chausse, 
Mackenzie Gill, Alexis Harrison, 
Erin McGuire, Mia Russo, 
Stephanie Spear, Gabriella 
Torricelli and Natalie Torricelli.

 
Brimfield
Spike Austin and Giana 

Uwazany
  
Charlton
Kayla Canty, Samantha 

D’Arcangelo, Olliver Dickinson, 
Molly Johnson and Kianaly 
Pedraza.

Douglas
Madalyn Carr, Essined Colon, 

Samantha Gibson, Lauren 

Johnson, Joshua McCullen, 
Matthew Mooney, Michael 
Pembroke and Cody Winchell.

 
East Brookfield
Mackenzie St Laurent
 
Fiskdale
Nate Eliason and Allison 

Morin
 
Leicester
Brynn Cooney, Hannah 

Dufries and Shannon Tuson.
 
Milford
Faith Ballarino, Julia Cacciola, 

Edith Caguana, Natalie Da 
Cunha, Megan Danahey, Mayra 
Desousa, Mack Enright, Tiago 
Filadelfo, Brianna Guerreiro, 
Tesha Houston, Alya Lainez, 
Frankie Lange, Ashley LaVergne, 
Brenna Mackie, Aiden Mandile, 
Yasmin Silva, Eric Stockwell 
and John Tomaso.

 
Millville
Charlie Dakai and Myra 

Dehestani
 
Milton
Owen Flaherty and Kyle 

Mancini
 

North Brookfield
Shannon Daige
 
Northbridge
Emily Wheeler
 
Oxford
Rachel Fox, Corinne Holmes, 

Danielle Johnson and Lucas 
Lambert.

 
Southbridge
Adryanne Gonzalez
 
Spencer
Morgan Girard
 
Sturbridge
Megan Hooker, Ryan Manners 

and Alec Merrifield.
 
Sutton
Kiley Blanchard, Brynn 

Courtney and Kyla Rae.
 
Upton
Allison Ceruti
 
Uxbridge
Lilyanna Bain, Amanda 

Brochu, Geovanna Freire, Maia 
Harris, Riley Holt, Paige Irving 
and Brenna Neill.

 
Webster
Lily Picchioni and Aryanah 

Walker-Sanchez
 
West Brookfield
Paige Latter
 
Whitinsville
Lizzie Duca, Mackenzie 

Gifford, Gabrielle Mateer, Ian 
Reed, Makayla Robinson and 
Nate Survell. 

Local residents named to Dean’s 
List at Bridgewater State

Chris Jusiewicz of Dudley  
graduates from Jax State

JACKSONVILLE, Ala. — More than 500 students received 
undergraduate and graduate degrees as part of  Jacksonville 
State University’s Fall 2023 commencement on Dec. 15, includ-
ing Chris Jusiewicz of  Dudley. Jusiewicz earned a MS, 
Emergency Management.

The commencement program is available online, as well 
as archived live stream video from the ceremonies.

About Jacksonville State University
Founded in 1883 as a state teachers college, Jacksonville 

State University has grown from humble beginnings into the 
Alabama regional university with the highest percentage of  
accredited programs. Located in the Appalachian foothills 
midway between Birmingham and Atlanta, JSU offers more 
than 150 courses of  study, including more than 40 online 
programs, at the undergraduate and graduate level. To learn 
more, visit www.jsu.edu, call 1-800-231-JAX1 or e-mail jax-
facts@jsu.edu.



5 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Open Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 

p.m.
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.

gov
Like the Webster Senior Center 

Facebook page to view our photo-
graphs, news and announcements. 
Please stop by to pick up our monthly 
newsletter for a complete list of  activi-
ties, upcoming events and our monthly 
lunch menu. You do not have to be a res-
ident of  Webster to participate in our 
activities and programs. ALL Seniors 
are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at 11:30 am.  Please call (508) 
949-3845 at least 48-hours in advance 
to reserve or cancel your meal. A $3.00 
donation is appreciated. All meals 
include milk, bread and fruit or des-
sert. This week’s menu: Tuesday 1/30 
Swedish Meatballs, mashed potatoes, 
herbed carrots. Wednesday 1/31 Beef  
Stew, rice, green beans. Thursday 2/1 
Lasagna & Meatballs, marinara sauce, 
green beans. 2/2 Pork Rib-i-que with 
BBQ sauce, macaroni & cheese, mixed 
vegies.

 SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance 
Needs of  Everyone) counselor is avail-
able at the Senior Center to assist you 
with any health insurance questions 
you may have. Please call (508) 949-3845 
for more information. 

Need help with your MassHealth 
application? Tri-Valley has Certified 
Application Counselors available to 
assist you. Appointments are available 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 
am to 1:00 pm and Wednesdays from 1:00 
pm to 4:00 pm at the Tri-Valley office in 
Dudley. Please call Tri-Valley at (508) 
949-6640. Appointments are also avail-
able on Fridays from 9:00 am to 11:00 
am at the Webster Senior Center. Please 

call (508) 949-3845 to schedule Friday 
appointments at the Senior Center.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty 
Salon at the Webster Senior Center and 
enter a raffle to win a free haircut! 
No purchase necessary. Bomba Beauty 
Salon is open for walk in appointments 
on Wednesdays from 10:00 am – 1:00 
pm. Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays by 
appointment only from 10:00 am to 3:00 
pm. Call (508) 341-8724 to schedule an 
appointment. 

NEW! Koffee Klatch - get together 
and chat with us on Thursday morn-
ings at 10:00 am. Thursday, January 
18th through February 8th we will be 
watching a 4-week mini-series “Archie”, 
a Four-part drama depicting the life 
of  Hollywood’s greatest leading man, 
Archibald Alexander Leach - A.K.A. 
Cary Grant.  Coffee, tea, and refresh-
ments will be served – come join us! 

The REC Farmer’s Market returns to 
the Webster Senior Center on Thursday, 
January 25th from 1:00 – 2:30 pm. They 
will be setting up inside the Senior 
Center.

 Coloring Workshops with Stacey will 
be offered on Friday, January 12th and 
Friday, January 26th at 10:00 am. Cost: 
$5.00 per class, sign up at the front desk.

We will have a Movie Matinee on 
Monday, January 29th at 1:00 pm. We’re 
showing “Mack & Rita” and refresh-

ments will be served. Come join us! 
Please sign up at the front desk.

Join us for Christopher Heights Soup 
Social on Monday, February 5th at the 
Webster Senior Center. We will start 
serving at 11:30 am. Please sign up at the 
Senior Center front desk.

Do you have questions about 
health insurance? If  so, come join a 
Mass Advantage representative on 
Wednesday, February 7th at 10:00 am. 
Please sign up at the Senior Center 
front desk.

A Blue Cross/Blue Shield repre-
sentative will be at the Senior Center 
on Thursday, February 8th to answer 
any questions you may have about 
Medicare. Please sign up at the Senior 
Center front desk.

The Friends of  the Webster Senior 
Center are hosting a Valentine’s Day 
Party on Monday, February 12th at 
12:30 pm. Live Music and Refreshments! 
Please sign up at the Senior Center 
front desk.

Mondays and Wednesdays:  Exercise 
Classes with Forty Arroyo – Chair 
Dancing – the perfect workout for any 
fitness ability!  Cost: $3.00 per class. 

Progressive Beginner Line Dancing 
Classes with Forty Arroyo are post-
poned until further notice. 

Mondays: Knitting/Crochet Social 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Bingo:  Every Tuesday, starts prompt-
ly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to arrive by 
12:30 pm to allow time to buy your bingo 
sheets. Bingo sheets are not sold after 
12:45 pm. Why not sign up for lunch, 
come early and spend the day!

Do you like to play cribbage? Our 
weekly cribbage group now meets every 
Thursday at 1:00 pm – feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested 
persons to the Webster Senior Center – 
come join us for 6-card or 13-card pitch! 
Six card pitch meets on Wednesdays at 
1:00 pm. Thirteen-card pitch meets on 
Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday 
at 1:00 pm – beginners welcome!

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s 
Office House Numbering Program will 
create a custom wooden sign with your 
house number free of  charge. One sign 
per senior household. Please contact 
the Webster Senior Center if  you are 
interested in having a house number 
sign made for you. (508) 949-3845.

Senior SAFE is a program that sup-
ports fire and life safety education for 
seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do 
a home visit to ensure that you have the 
correct smoke and CO2 alarms and that 
they are working properly, at no cost to 
you! All you have to do is give them a 
call at (508) 949-3875.

Please call the Senior Center at (508) 
949-3845 or stop in to pick up our month-
ly newsletter for a complete list of  addi-
tional activities and upcoming events.
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Webster senior Center

323 Main St.
(508)987-6000

Laura Wilson, Director
 
Open Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 

p.m.
Email: seniorcenter@oxfordma.us
Web site: www.oxfordma.us
Facebook: Oxford, MA Senior Center
 
Lunches are served on Tuesdays and 

Fridays, prepared by our own in-house 
cook! Please call at least 48 hours in 
advance to reserve a lunch.  We offer 
Dine In for $5 and Takeout for $6/
Effective Feb. 1.

 
Weekly Activities:
Mondays and Fridays @ 10:00 am – 

Cribbage
Tuesdays @ 9:15am – Strength & 

Balance w/ Donna Freeland – Cost $3.00 
per class

Wednesdays @ 9:15am – Chair Yoga 
w/ Heidi Gambaccini – Cost $3.00 per 
class

Tuesdays and Wednesdays @ 10:00am 
- Needleworkers (Knitting, Crocheting, 
Needlepoint)

Bring your favorite project and come 
join the group for conversation and 
laughs.

Wednesdays @ 1:00 pm – Pitch
Wednesdays @ 1:00 pm – Chair 

Volleyball – Lots of  laughs and only two 
rules (1) stay seated (2) have fun!

Thursdays @ 10:00 am – Dominoes
Thursdays @ 12:30 pm – Quilting 

Class
 
Monthly Activities:
Let’s Talk Oxford History – 

2nd Tuesday of  each month @ 1pm 
- Sponsored by the Oxford Historical 
Commission

Blood Pressure Clinic – 2nd Tuesday 
of  each month @ 10:45- with Oxford 
EMS

Senior Safety Education – 3rd Friday 
of  each month @ 12:30 – Sponsored by 
Oxford Fire & EMS

Men’s Coffee Group – 2nd Wednesday 
of  each month @ 10:30am – coffee and 

pastry are served.
Tri-Valley Inc. Options Counseling 

- 3rd Tuesday of  each month from 
12:30pm – 2:30pm. By appointment.

SHINE (Serving the Health Insurance 
Needs of  Everyone) – 3rd Wednesday of  
each month by appointment.

Book Club – 1st Friday of  each month 
@ 12:45pm – reserve your book from the 
Oxford Public Library

Movie Matinee – 2nd Friday of  each 
month @12:45 – popcorn and M & M ‘s 
are provided.

BEANO – 4th Friday of  each month 
@ 12:45pm – arrive by 12:30pm to pur-
chase your BEANO sheets.

 
Like to make puzzles, but don’t have 

the room – we always have a puzzle 
going on – come add a piece of  two!

 
Need help completing paperwork? 

Fuel Assistance, MassHealth applica-
tions or re-certifications, SNAP etc., we 
can help. Call us @ 508-987-6000 to make 
an appointment.

oxford senior Center

 Real estate
AUBURN 

$700,000, 30 Lamper Hill Rd, Mdc 
Rt, and Carlson, David S, to Maple 
Tree Holdings LLC.

$700,000, 32 Lamper Hill Rd, Mdc 
Rt, and Carlson, David S, to Maple 
Tree Holdings LLC.

$700,000, Burnett St, Mdc Rt, and 
Carlson, David S, to Maple Tree 
Holdings LLC.

$480,000, 36 Barbara Ave, Elaine R 
Kilinski RET, and Kilinski, Elaine 
R, to Jermyn, Kevin, and Jermyn, 
Patricia.

$475,000, 5 Arrowhead Ave, Petro, 
Paul B, and Petro, Laurie F, to Jwerh, 
Halema, and Khazal, Zahra S.

$427,500, 320 Pakachoag St, C M L 
Cusson Testamentary, and Guerin, 
Diane C, to Russell, Katie, and 
Russell, Kyle.

$295,000, 9 Westwood Dr, Rmac T 
Series 2016-Ctt, and Us Bank Na Tr, 
to Ninteau, Tammy.

$250,000, 12 S Edlin St, Phillips, 
Eleanor, to Cac Properties LLC.

DUDLEY 
$547,250, 2 Par 5 Ln #2, Country 

Club Acres LLC, to Gervasi, Richard 
A, and Gervasi, Catherine M.

$395,000, 9 Ridge Dr, Comptois, 
Sean R, to Zamora, Victor H.

$371,000, 323 Mason Rd Ext, 
Weldon, Douglas J, to Colby, Marissa 
J.

OXFORD
$1,225,000, 63 Depot Rd #63, Dupont, 

Michael D, to Freckle International 
LLC.

$1,225,000, 65 Depot Rd #A, Dupont, 
Michael D, to Freckle International 
LLC.

$1,225,000, 65 Depot Rd #B, Dupont, 
Michael D, to Freckle International 
LLC.

$1,225,000, 67 Depot Rd #67, Dupont, 
Michael D, to Freckle International 
LLC.

$1,225,000, 69 Depot Rd #69, Dupont, 
Michael D, to Freckle International 
LLC.

$320,000, 70 Pleasant St #52, 
Gosselin, Louis, and Gosselin, 
Donna, to Johnson, Douglas P.

$305,000, 13 Harwood St, Boudreau, 
Deborah J, to Nydam, April E, and 
Nydam 2nd, Henry A.

$15,000, Old Southbridge Rd, 
Boisvere Jr, Franklin G, and Boisvere, 
Patricia L, to Dziembowski, Stephen, 
and Dziembowski, Arthur.

WEBSTER
$705,000, 118 Upper Gore Rd, 

Gonzales, Cristhian C, and 
Prachniak, Corey, to Dementiev, 
Alexey A.

$490,900, 7 Rainville Ave, 7 Rainville 
Ave Webster L, to Carranza, Paola V, 
and Carranza, Gloria.

$329,000, 131 Lakeside Ave, 
Sterczala, Sharon A, and Stone, 
Jeffrey J, to Tambolleo, Gary F, and 
Tambolleo, Peggy D.

$316,000, 6 Freeman Ave, Gerhard, 
Peter, and Clauson, Arica, to 
Desrosiers, Paige, and Kamer, Keith 
M.

$226,500, 27 Dresser St, Lehman 
Xs T, and U S Bank Na Tr, to Amer 
Painting & Improveme.
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The WebsTer Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

You have until April 15 to contribute 
to your IRA for the 2023 tax year. But if  
you can afford it, why not put in the extra 
money now and get it working for you as 
soon as possible?

 For 2023, you can put up to $6,500 into 
an IRA, plus an additional $1,000 catch-
up contribution if  you’re 50 or older. 
(This limit rises to $7,000, plus the $1,000 
catch-up amount, in 2024.) If  you already 
have a traditional or Roth IRA, you may 
know the benefits, but if  you don’t have 
either, here’s a quick summary:

 Traditional IRA – When you invest in 
a traditional IRA, your earnings grow 
tax deferred and your contributions may 
qualify for a tax deduction. If  you and 
your spouse don’t participate in a 401(k) 
or similar employer-sponsored plan, you 
can deduct the full amount of  your IRA 
contributions, up to the contribution 
limit. But if  you or your spouse invest 
in an employer-sponsored plan, you may 
be able to take a full or partial deduction 
if  you are married and filing jointly, 
with a modified adjusted gross income 
of  $136,000 or less. For single filers, this 
figure is $83,000. (For the 2024 tax year, 
these figures rise to $143,000 if  you’re 
married and file jointly, and $87,000 if  
you’re a single filer.)

Roth IRA – By investing in a Roth IRA, 
your contributions are not tax deduct-
ible, but your earnings can grow tax 
free provided you’ve held your account 
at least five years and you don’t start 
withdrawing the earnings until you’re 59 
and a half. And because you’re investing 
with after-tax dollars, you can withdraw 
contributions — not the earnings — at 
any time, for any purpose, without taxes 
or penalties. You may be eligible for a 
full or partial contribution if  your mod-
ified adjusted gross income is less than 
$228,000 married and filing jointly, or less 
than $153,000 if  you’re a single filer. (For 
2024, these figures are less than $240,000 
if  you’re married and file jointly, and 
less than $161,000 if  you’re a single filer.) 

These tax advantages provide a strong 
incentive to fully fund an IRA each year. 
Furthermore, you can put almost any 
investment — stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds and so on — into an IRA, so you 
can create a portfolio that matches your 
goals and risk tolerance. 

You can still fully fund your IRA for 
the 2023 tax year, but as you continue to 
save, you might find a more efficient way 
to reach the maximum, such as setting 
aside a regular amount each month. To 
make it as stress-free as possible, you can 
have the money automatically moved 
from your savings or checking account 
to your IRA. If  it’s still difficult to come 
up with these amounts every month, you 
could put in what you can afford and 
then add other funds, such as a year-end 
bonus or a tax refund, when you receive 
them. 

Any time you contribute to your IRA is 
a good time — but if  you can do it early, 
or have a savings strategy throughout 
the year, you can avoid the last-minute 
dash to put in the cash. 

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.  

Still time to 
“max out” 
your IRA

lEttErs to thE Editor

Distractions
Distractions. How many 

of  us find ourselves distract-
ed? From our phones? Social 
media? 24/7 News? Never-
ending sports? Constant 
distractions all around us. 
Distractions that don’t allow 
time to sit in silence, reflect 
or meditate, or even focus in 
prayer.

It’s fascinating to read 
something that St. John of  
Kronstadt, an early 20th centu-
ry Russian saint, wrote more 
than 100 years ago. He noted, 
“A strange illness has appeared 
in our days – the passion for 
distractions. Never before was 
there such a desire for distrac-
tions; people have forgotten 
how to lead a serious life for 
the good of  others; they have 
no spiritual life and are bored. 
They exchange the profound 
content of  a spiritual life for 
distractions! What madness! 
We must re-introduce into life 
its lost meaning and give back to the 
people the knowledge of  the true pur-
pose of  life.” 

The “passion for distraction.” 
Imagine what St. John would say today 
if  he thought people were getting dis-
tracted 100 years ago! How much more 
are his words a serious warning and 
challenge for us today about distrac-
tions: People have forgotten how to 
lead a serious life for the good of  oth-
ers; they get bored and have no spir-
itual life; they exchange the depth of  
a serious spiritual life for superficial 
distractions; they have to re-discover 
the meaning of  life

Can we lay aside our phones and 
turn away from social media long 
enough to reflect on this? Distractions 
are pulling us away not only from God, 
but also from one another. Distractions 
have become obstacles to even hearing 
God knock on the door of  our hearts, 
because distractions fill our minds and 
hearts constantly with noise. Here’s 
one example. How many of  us can sit 
in silence for ten minutes, without 
looking at our phone, without listening 
to music or talking with one another, 
without any noise? How many of  us 
can sit peacefully meditating or reflect-
ing in silence? Not many adults, no less 
our youth who have been raised with 
iphones in their hands. Too quickly we 
get bored and find the need for some 
type of  distraction to fill the silence. 
Our ability to sit in silence has been 
one of  the biggest victims of  all these 
distractions, and yet, it is precisely in 
silence that we come to know God. As 
the Psalmist noted, “Be still and know 
that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10)

In the Gospel story of  Zacchaeus, we 
can learn something to teach us about 
distractions. We may remember the 
story of  the tax-collector from Jericho. 
Zacchaeus was a first century Jew 
who worked for the dreaded Romans. 
He was the chief  tax-collector in the 
wealthy region of  Jericho. He obvious-
ly didn’t care much for his own people, 
or even his own reputation. His main 
distractions came from his desire for 
riches and power. He was distracted by 
worldly concerns.

Even when Zacchaeus heard that 
the popular, itinerant preacher, Jesus 
of  Nazareth, was passing through 
Jericho and felt compelled to catch 
a glimpse of  him, he faced other dis-
tractions. He probably never thought 
he would meet the man, but he simply 
wanted to see him. Was it the popu-
larity of  Jesus that intrigued him, 
or did he hear something about his 
teachings? Whatever it was, something 
pulled Zacchaeus to seek after Christ.

Yet, if  Zacchaeus’ desire was super-
ficial, it would have quickly waned 

because there were many 
factors distracting him from 
his main pursuit. There was 
a huge crowd which left lit-
tle room for Zacchaeus to see 
Christ. Zacchaeus himself  
was a short man who could 
not see over any crowd, and 
this crowd would have been 
quite hostile to him since they 
despised the tax-collector.

Zacchaeus’ strong desire to 
see Jesus, however, overcame 
the distractions hindering 
him. Thus, this grown man 
decided to run ahead of  the 
crowd and climb up into a 
sycamore tree just to catch a 
glimpse of  Christ. This adult 
did something a little child 
would do. No distraction could 
pull Zacchaeus away from his 
central goal to see Jesus. 

When we learn to push aside 
distractions, and make room 
for encountering God, miracu-
lous change can happen! And 

this is exactly what the story reveals.
As Jesus walks by the sycamore 

tree, Zacchaeus gets a clear look at 
Jesus, but more importantly, our Lord 
gets a clear look at Zacchaeus. And 
the Lord surprises everyone, includ-
ing the tax-collector, when he calls 
out, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come 
down from that tree, for I am coming to 
your house today.”

Everyone was shocked at this unex-
pected event. Zacchaeus the despised, 
hated traitor and tax-collector who 
only wanted to catch a glimpse of  
Jesus, suddenly is welcoming him into 
his house. The scandalized crowd can’t 
believe this holy prophet would enter 
the house of  such a terrible sinner. 
Yet this is the miracle that can happen 
when we push aside distractions and 
make room for encountering God!

Christ comes, and our life is never 
the same. Zacchaeus welcomes Jesus 
into his house and responds to Him as 
a radically new man: “Lord I’m going 
to give half  of  my goods to the poor, 
and if  I have defrauded anyone of  any-
thing, I will restore it fourfold.” 

When we meet Jesus, truly encoun-
ter Him in our lives, radical change 
will inevitably come. We cannot meet 
Jesus and not be changed. We cannot 
hear his words of  eternal life and not 
allow them to inspire and direct our 
lives. We cannot encounter Christ and 
not discover the deepest meaning of  
life!

YET, the question we all have to ask 
ourselves is whether we have truly 
met Christ? Have we ever come face to 
face with Him, OR have we allowed the 
distractions of  our lives keep us away, 
keep us at a distance from Him?

Have the constant distractions of  
life, from looking down at our phones 
constantly, to living our lives accord-
ing to what social media says, to filling 
our lives with the nonsense and super-
ficiality of  the world kept us from even 
hearing Jesus knocking at the door 
of  our heart? “I stand at the door and 
knock. The one who hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in and 
dine with him, and him with me.” (Rev 
3:20) Will we hear the voice and the 
knock of  Christ in our lives?

Distractions! St John of  Kronstadt 
warned us. Distractions have led peo-
ple to forget how to lead a serious life 
for the good of  others; distractions 
have led us to be bored with the true 
spiritual life, and distractions have 
made us lose the understanding of  
what the ultimate meaning of  life is 
all about! 

Beware of  distractions and learn to 
make room in our full lives to encoun-
ter the living God!

Dealing 
with the 
winter 
chill as 

days grow 
longer

As the winter season brings us neg-
ative degree temperatures, it’s easy to 
succumb to the urge to hibernate. While 
the cold weather can be daunting, it 
brings with it the promise of  longer, 
warmer, brighter days ahead.

Winter is often associated with short-
er days and longer nights, a time when 
the sun’s warmth feels distant. But it’s 
important to remember that change is 
a constant in nature. With each passing 
day, we inch closer to the end of  winter, 
and the natural world around us begins 
to respond.

One of  the most remarkable transfor-
mations that occurs during winter is 
the gradual increase in daylight hours. 
It’s as if  Mother Nature herself  is whis-
pering words of  encouragement to us, 
reminding us that brighter days are on 
the horizon. The winter solstice, the 
shortest day of  the year, marks a turn-
ing point. After that, every day brings a 
little more daylight into our lives, and a 
little less darkness.

The crisp, clean air invigorates our 
senses, and the world outside is trans-
formed into a winter wonderland. Snow 
blankets our worlds, turning ordinary 
scenes into breathtaking vistas. The 
stillness of  winter can provide a sense 
of  calm and serenity.

Moreover, the frigid weather can 
teach us valuable lessons about adapt-
ability and resilience. Just as nature 
endures the challenges of  winter and 
emerges stronger in the spring, we too 
can find strength in facing adversity. 
Winter encourages us to appreciate the 
warmth of  our homes, the comfort of  a 
hot cup of  cocoa, and the joy of  spend-
ing time with loved ones indoors as well 
as outdoors. 

Each additional minute of  daylight is 
a reminder that life is cyclical, and the 
seasons will continue to change. 
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To the Editor:
John Marsi has the experience, political knowledge, finan-

cial and business acumen to be the Republican and overall 
candidate for the State House of  Representative seat for the 
6th Worcester District.  His time as a Dudley selectman is 
indicative of  his willingness to serve the people of  the area 
with a steady fact-based approach.  He is able to compromise 

to ensure an equitable outcome for most without ignoring 
his foundational values.    I have seen how he truly cares for 
the people of  Dudley and beyond.  

Please join me in voting for John Marsi in the Republican 
Primary on Feb. 6.

JAy JohnSon
dudlEy

To the Editor:
Greetings. My name is Steven Sullivan, and I reside in 

Dudley. I am currently an elected member of  the Board 
of  Selectmen in Dudley, and have served in offices for 
over 20 years. I am writing to ask you to consider a vote 
for John Marsi as your State Representative on Feb. 6. 
I have known John for almost 20 years, and have served 
with him as a selectman for 12 years. John is an effec-
tive leader, problem solver and advocate for all as an 
elected official. John has the ability to think outside the 
box, search for solutions to a problem and a demonstrat-

ed ability to work with any and all to solve a problem. 
John has the skills and dedication to go to Boston and stand 
up for the issues that affect the 6th Worcester District. 
I whole heartedly and enthusiastically support 
John Marsi as our next State Representative, and 
ask you to please select John Marsi at the ballot box. 
Thank you in advance for participating in the election. 
Sincerely,

StEVEn P. SulliVAn 
dudlEy 

Join me in voting for John Marsi

Cast your vote for John Marsi



Dogs have been a good 
part of  my life, and have 
brought a lot of  joy and 
excitement to me and my 
wife. I have had beagles, 
English pointers, and 
Labrador Retevers! When 
rabbits were plenti-
ful back in the 50’s 
through the early 20’s, I 
had as many as four or 
five beagles, but as the 
rabbit population dwin-
dled, I changed my hunt-
ing priorities over to bird 
hunting. 

Max, a black lab, was 
one of  my early dogs that 
was given to me by Dave 
Chabot of  Uxbridge. He 
was just starting his sid-
ing business, and was 
busy working many hours 
a day as were most build-
ers back then. He had 
purchased Max for hunt-
ing, but was too busy to 
spend time with him. One 
day, we were talking about 
Max, and he asked me if  
I would be interested in 
him. He cautioned me 
that he was a bit of  an 
aggressive dog, and did 
not particularly like other 
dogs. “You can have him, 
Ralph,” he stated!   The 
price was right, and I 
decided to give the dog a 
chance! 

I took Max to the 
Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club 
for some exercise, and 
was happy to see the late 

Ralph Salvis there with 
his Lab Retriever! I 
thought that this would 
be a great opportuni-
ty to introduce my new 
dog, Max. Wrong! He 
charged at Ralph’s dog 
and immediately started 
a fight. Fortunately, nei-
ther dog got hurt, as we 
both separated them 
immediately. Ralph was 
not happy about the inci-
dent, and I quickly apolo-
gized. After telling Ralph 
about how I got the dog, 
he offered to help me train 
him and hopefully break 
him of  his nasty attitude.   

It was not long before 
Max was fully trained and 
hunting with other dogs 

with no problems. He 
turned out to be one of  
my best hunting dogs, 
and provided me with 
many memorable hunt-
ing experiences. I talked 
about Max in last week’s 
column, and it was only 
one of  three hunting inci-
dents that he could have 
lost his life. Here is one of  
the stories of  Max’s close 

encounter with death: my 
brother Mel and I were 
asked if  we would like to 
go on an Eider hunting 
trip with a seasoned guide 
from the then “Concerned 
Coastal Gunners 
Association” in Boston 
Harbor. The late Frank 
Anderson from Revere, 
who was then President 
of  the Association, 
along with his good 
friend Gerry Woodmanse 
as Vice President, had set 
up the hunt for us.   

Arriving at the boat 
ramp at 5 a.m., our guide 
already had the 18-foot 
boat in the water, which 
was full of  decoys, his 
gun and numerous 
other equipment needed 
for the hunt. After we had 
loaded our guns and Max 

into the boat, we were soon 
traveling through the har-
bor at a pretty fast speed. 
Our guide was using a 40 
hp outboard with a tiller 
to steer the craft through 
the somewhat dark cold 
morning. We soon arrived 
at a large rock pile in the 
middle of  the bay, some 
distance from shore. Our 
guide set out some decoys, 
and told us he would be 
back in a few hours, as 
he had to pick up another 
group of  hunters. 

It was not long before 
shooting time arrived, and 
we were having a great 
time, with max retriev-
ing a few eiders. As the 
morning hunt was com-
ing to an end, we noticed 
that the outgoing tide was 
becoming very strong. We 

only had one more bird to 
fill our limit, as Mel soon 
made the final shot. The 
Eider landed a good dis-
tance out, and Max was 
tiring from the numer-
ous retrieves. After pick-
ing up the eider, he start-
ed his return back to our 
blind, but we soon real-
ized that he was not get-
ting any closer, and the 
strong tide was carrying 
him out to sea. He soon 
disappeared from our 
sight and I thought I had 
lost him, when the guide 
showed up to take us back 
to shore.   

I quickly jumped into 
his boat and motioned 
him to go in the direc-
tion that we had last seen 
Max. Luckily, we spotted 
him with the bird still in 
his mouth.  Quickly pull-
ing him into the boat, I 
removed one of  my jack-
ets and placed it around 
him. My brother Mel 
could not believe we found 
him. It was not long before 
we found ourselves in a 
nice warm coffee shop 
sipping hot coffee. Max 
was given a warm cup of  
coffee and a doughnut!  
Next week, we will tell the 
final and frightening near 
loss of  Max during a sea 
duck hunt.    

Ice fishing was enjoyed 
by a few seasoned anglers 
this past weekend, with 
the Nipmuc Rod & Gun 
Club holding their Ice 
fishing derby this past 
Sunday, but it may not 
be long before the ice 
becomes unsafe. A full 
report of  the anglers’ suc-
cess and ice conditions 
next week. Check out this 
week’s picture of  a mon-
ster record breaking rain-
bow trout caught on a jig 
stick.

Take A Kid Fishing & 
Keep Them Rods Bending!
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Letters to the editor

To the Edior:
I wholeheartedly endorse John Marsi 

for his candidacy. Having had the priv-
ilege of  working with him during my 
time on the Finance Appropriations 
Advisory Board, and also while we both 
served together on the Dudley Board of  
Selectmen, I can attest to his exception-
al qualities as a leader and advocate for 
our community.

John’s dedication to his role as Dudley 
selectman speaks volumes about his 
commitment to public service. Beyond 
his tenure, it’s his genuine care for the 
community that sets him apart. As an 
excellent father, John understands the 
importance of  building a strong foun-
dation for the future, not just for his 
own family but for every family in our 
district.

One of  John’s standout qualities is his 
attentive listening and sincere concern 
for the issues facing our communities. 
Whether it’s advocating for school fund-
ing reform or addressing local concerns, 
John has a keen grasp of  the challenges 
we face and a proactive approach to 
finding solutions.

John Marsi’s vision for our district 

includes fostering unity and collabo-
ration. His commitment to “Building 
Bridges” reflects his belief  in bringing 
people together, transcending divides, 
and working towards common goals. In 
doing so, he envisions a community that 
thrives on shared values and mutual 
understanding.

Importantly, John will not only advo-
cate for school funding reform but also 
tirelessly work on issues that directly 
impact us here at home. His compre-
hensive understanding of  local issues 
positions him as a strong and effective 
voice for our district.

In electing John Marsi, we are choos-
ing a leader who not only listens, cares, 
and understands our concerns but is 
also dedicated to taking concrete actions 
to address them. I have full confidence 
that John will take care of  the district 
with the same passion and commitment 
that he has demonstrated throughout 
his years of  service. 

Please join me in voting for John 
Marsi on Feb. 6, a leader we can trust to 
build a better future for our community.

Kerry J CyganiewiCz, Sr.
DuDley

To the Editor:
Climate change is here, and there is 

little that can be done to get rid of  it. But 
if  we do not stop the use of  fossil fuels, it 
will rapidly get worse and not only will 
it make the planet a harder place for 
future generations to live in, we are get-
ting closer to triggering a number of  tip-
ping points that will make our climate 
a very difficult place for humans and 
other species to even exist. Are we so 
selfish that the we cannot trade in our 
destructive habits for the wellbeing of  
our grandchildren and those whom may 
inhabit this space after we are gone? 

The technology is here for us to tran-

sition out of  the harm we are doing, 
while at the same time keeping, and 
even increasing, our high standards of  
comfort and living. But like the tobac-
co industry in the past, today’s fossil 
fuel companies are so addicted to their 
profits, that they will continue with 
their lies to protect their interests. 
While we must continue to fight for 
big change, each of  us needs to make 
some changes and take responsibility 
for actions that affect our own carbon 
footprints.

gerry FranK 
DuDley

To the Editor:
My name is Mark Landry, and I am an 

Air Force veteran and former member 
of  the Dudley Finance, Appropriations 
and Advisory Committee and a cur-
rent member of  the Dudley Board 
of  Selectmen.  I have worked closely 
with John Marsi for many years, and I 
strongly support his candidacy for State 
Representative for the 6th Worcester 
District.  

John has strongly supported and 
advocated for proper funding and 
expansion of  Veterans’ Services in 
Dudley, he realizes that public safety is 
and always should be at the top of  the 
priority list for local government, and 
he clearly understands that education 
funding needs to practically and reason-
ably serve all 351 cities and towns in the 
Commonwealth, and that one size, one 
formula does not fit all.  As a selectman, 
John “walked the walk” and worked 
locally and with our state legislature to 
craft a bill that gained bipartisan spon-
sorship to address the broken Chapter 
70 school education funding, he will not 
only advocate on our behalf  for public 
safety and veterans services, but will 
work toward sensible state education 
funding that serves the 6th Worcester’s 
needs, and not only just the needs of  

wealthier cities and towns east of  495 
that fund education in excess of  the 
state’s legal benchmarks but still receive 
local state aid for education.  

Most importantly, John is known 
locally as a selectman that will take 
your call, will listen to your issue, will 
state his position and can advocate on 
behalf  of  his constituents effectively.  
John is a practical leader, who in the 
spirit of  Ronald Reagan, is willing to 
work with political opponents to con-
front challenges facing the community. 
He has proven that time and time again.  
He is not wedded to any extreme ideol-
ogy, but committed to practical, conser-
vative principles and social sensitivities 
that are in step with the people of  the 
6th Worcester District.  He represents 
Dudley well as a member of  the Board 
of  Selectmen, and now we have a rare 
opportunity to send a Dudley resident 
to Boston to represent us in the state leg-
islature.  I hope that all residents, unen-
rolled and registered republicans will 
fully support John Marsi on the Feb. 6 
primary ballot on his road to become 
our next state representative.

MarK lanDry
DuDley

It’s not too late to not make it worse

Elect John Marsi State Representative 
for the 6th Worcester District

Marsi remains the right choice for Dudley

It’s that time of  
year, and the recent 
snow reminds us that 
although we’ve had a 
mild winter, snowfall 
is the norm for this 
region.

It’s not surprising that 
hardy New Englanders 
have had plenty of  prac-
tice battling Old Man 
Winter through the years 
– often relying on farm-
er tales and folklore that 
prove true generations 
later! A few years ago this 
column featured a review 
of  snow-related informa-
tion, including eye-open-
ing superstitions from a 
regional writer, that bears 
repeating.    Read on for 
a roundup of  informative 
and interesting snow facts 
and trivia:

 
Timeless “Snowisms”
Snow has always 

been a common topic of  
conversation for New 
Englanders, and in 1896 
Hadley, MA native Clifton 
Johnson put together a 
volume of  collected prov-
erbs titled, “What They 
Say in New England - A 
Book of  Signs, Sayings 
and Superstitions”, 
which was republished 
in 2018.   Read on for his 
entertaining musings on 
snow:

*If  the breast-bones of  
the Thanksgiving chick-
ens are light in color, 
there will be a good deal 
of  snow in the winter 
following. If  the color is 
dark, there will be little 
snow.

*If  the snow on the roof  
melts off, the next storm 
will be rain. If  it blows off, 
you can calculate on snow.

*The day of  the month 
on which the first snow-
storm comes gives the 
number of  storms you 
can expect in the follow-
ing winter.

*If  the ice on the trees 
melts and runs off, the 
next storm will be rain. 
If  it is cracked off  by 
the wind, the storm that 
comes next will be snow.

*Snow that comes in the 
old of  the moon is apt to 
last. Snow that comes in 
the new of  the moon is apt 
to melt quickly.

*When it begins to 
snow, notice the size of  
the flakes. If  they are 

very fine, the storm will 
be a long one; if  large, the 
storm will soon be over.

**
 Snow or No?
Old New Englanders 

often used nature to pre-
dict whether or not a 
winter will be particular-
ly snowy.  Here are some 
examples that are signs 
snow will be abundant:

* Squirrels begin gath-
ering food in September

*Black bugs crawl about 
in the fall.

*Hogs gather sticks, 
straw, to make a bed.

*Birds eat up all the ber-
ries early

*Birds huddle on the 
ground

*Muskrat houses are 
built big.

*Beaver lodges have 
more logs and the north 
side of  a beaver dam is 
more covered with sticks.

*Squirrels’ tails grow 
bushier

*Fur or hair on animals 
such as horses, sheep, 
mules, cows, and dogs is 
thicker than usual

*Squirrels build nest 
low in trees.

*An ant builds its 
hill high

*Hornets and yellow 
jacket nests heavier

*More than usual 
amount of  caterpillars

*Caterpillars have 
heavy coats

*You see a caterpillar 
crawling before the first 
frost

*Crows gather together
** 
Know Your Snow: Are 

we having a storm? 
Maybe a squall? Perhaps 
a flurry?  Here’s help on 
ID-ing the white stuff:

Snowstorm: When large 
amounts of  snow falls.

Flurry: Snow that falls 
for short durations and 
with varying intensity; 
flurries usually produce 
little accumulation.

Squall: A brief, but 
intense snowfall that 
greatly reduces visibility 

and which is often accom-
panied by strong winds.

Snowburst: Very 
intense shower of  snow, 
often of  short duration, 
that greatly restricts vis-
ibility and produces peri-
ods of  rapid snow accu-
mulation.

B l o w i n g 
Snow: Airborne snow 
particles raised by the 
wind to moderate or great 
heights above the ground; 
the horizontal visibility at 
eye level is generally very 
poor.

Drifting Snow: Snow on 
the ground that is blown 
by the wind to a height of  
less than 1.5 to 2 meters 
(5 to 6.5 feet) above the 
surface.

 
R e s o u r c e s 

*The Weather Channel
*National Snow & Data 

Center
**
 
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
(or whenever enough tips 
are received) will win a 
fabulous three course 
dinner for two at the 
renown restaurant, locat-
ed on Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip 
that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household 
or garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

Adventures with Max

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows this writer with Max after a local 
duck hunt more than 30 years ago.

his week’s second picture shows a Rhode Island Angler that 
caught a 15 pound, 12 ounce state record rainbow trout on 
a Jig stick recently.

RALPH
TRUE

the Great

outdoors

Seasonal Review of Snow 
Facts and Trivia

KAREN
TRAINOR

take

the

hint



This is the last in 
a series of  articles dis-
cussing some of  the best-
selling items in our 2023 
auctions. In previous 
columns I’ve discussed 
sports memorabilia, 
comic books, toys and 
collectibles, gold jewelry, 
sterling silverware, musi-
cal instruments, and Civil 
War memorabilia. We’ve 
also had success with 
a wide range of  other 
items including coins 
and advertising signs. In 
today’s column, I’ll dis-
cuss an assortment of  
items that also sold well 
last year. 

One of  our top-selling 
items in 2023 was by a 
best-selling author. Kurt 
Vonnegut’s most popular 
novel “Slaughterhouse-
Five” was published in 
1969. It was based on his 
experiences as a POW 
during World War II 
and the firebombing of  
Dresden, Germany. He is 
considered one of  the best 
American writers of  the 

second half  of  the 
20th century. We 
sold a 1954 Kurt 
Vonnegut signed 
job application for 
a Time Magazine 
writing position 
for $1,180. 

Folk art and 
paintings also 
brought strong 
prices. A sam-
pler marked “Her 
Sampler 1736” 
with the alphabet 
and stitchwork 
featuring intri-
cate designs sold 
for $960. William 
Stubbs was the son of  
a shipmaster and was 
born in Maine in 1842. 
It’s believed that he was 
the master of  his father’s 
ship from 1868 to 1873. He 
moved to Boston and was 
listed as a marine painter 
in the Boston directory 
in 1876. Despite having a 
large tear in the canvas 
with a repair, we sold a 
William Stubbs signed oil 
on canvas painting of  a 

Boston schoo-
ner for $2,655. 

S w i t c h i n g 
from sea to land, 
Americans are 
said to have a 
love affair with 
cars. Sports 
cars and mus-
cle cars are 
always popular 
with collec-
tors. Merriam-
Webster defines 
a sports car 
as “a low 
small usually 
two-passenger 
a u t o m o b i l e 

designed for quick 
response, easy maneu-
verability, and high-
speed driving.” Chevrolet 
Corvettes are one of  the 
top-selling American 
sports cars. Some con-
sider the 1975 Corvette 
style as less appealing 
than other designs from 
the era. Despite this, a 
1975 Corvette Stingray 
brought $10,000 at one 
of  our 2023 auctions. A 

muscle car is defined by 
Merriam-Webster as “any 
of  a group of  American-
made 2-door sports coupes 
with powerful engines 
designed for high-perfor-
mance driving.” The 1970 
Plymouth Satellite shared 
the same body style as the 
Plymouth Road Runner. 
Classic Industries reports 
that 41,484 1970 Plymouth 
Road Runners and 82,654 
Plymouth Satellites were 
manufactured. We sold a 
1970 Plymouth Satellite 
that had many parts 
missing and needed res-
toration. Even though it 
was a project car, the bid-
ding took right off, and it 
finished at $12,980 when 
the checkered flag waved.  

We have multiple auc-
tions taking place this 
spring. We are accepting 
consignments of  sports 
cards, non-sports cards, 
comic books, coins, and 
other memorabilia for a 
major collectibles auc-
tion. Later in the spring, 
we plan to run another 

auction with more art, 
jewelry, sterling silver, 
and other antiques and 
collectibles. I will also be 
teaching my night class 
at the Bay Path Evening 
School in Charlton on 
March 5, and I’ll be at the 
Learning in Retirement 
event in Danielson, 
Connecticut on March 
6. Please visit our Web 
site, https://centralmas-
sauctions.com, for links 

to other upcoming events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com 
or (508-612-6111).

Remember when you 
were young? Anything 
and everything was pos-
sible. You were innocent, 
you had faith, you were 
able to believe in your 
dreams, and with a trust-
ing heart, you knew you’d 
be able to make of  your 
life whatever you wanted.

As Pablo Picasso once 
said, “Every child is an 
artist. The problem is 
how to remain an artist 
once we grow up.”

Our childhood selves 
were indeed artists of  
possibility and imagina-
tion. But what happened 
as we grew older? We got 
hit by life. 

Bad things may have 
happened to you. You 
may have witnessed, 
seen, or heard things that 
destroyed your ability 
to believe that you could 
accomplish what you 
wanted with your life.

But is it better to grow 
up and abandon those 
childhood dreams and 
beliefs? Some argue that 
it is, as a child often 
believes in things that 
aren’t true.

Monsters under their 
bed, a rotund man with 
a white beard and a red 
suit who makes toys 
with elves at the North 
Pole, babies delivered by 
storks – these are the fan-
tastical beliefs of  youth. 
However, a child’s brain 
is undeveloped and prone 
to believing anything 
it’s told, and while some 
beliefs may be whimsical, 
there’s a special kind of  
power in that innocence.

When you were 
young, you had a 
set of  beliefs that 
weren’t all true, 
but there were 
also truths in your 
beliefs. And as you 
got older and life’s 
blows came your 
way, you began to believe 
other things that weren’t 
necessarily true. It’s as 
if  we exchanged one set 
of  unfounded beliefs for 
another.

Take, for example, the 
case of  Santa Claus. You 
stopped believing in his 
existence as you grew, 
but you may have started 
believing that your past 
determines your future. 
Does your past truly 
determine your future? 
If  you fail at something, 
does that mean you’re 
destined to be a perpetu-
al failure? 

Similarly, when you 
were young, you like-
ly believed your family 
would always stay togeth-
er. But then, a painful 
divorce experience fol-
lowed, and since then, 
you’ve grown jaded, 
convinced that all rela-
tionships are destined to 
fail. While it’s true that 
relationships can pose 
challenges, it doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that every 
relationship is doomed 
from the start.

On a certain level, 
growing up does mean 
facing reality and letting 
go of  childish fantasies. 

However, embracing 
the optimism of  youth 
doesn’t mean ignoring 

reality. It means 
recapturing the 
belief  that you can 
overcome challeng-
es and achieve your 
dreams. Life is a 
blend of  ups and 
downs, like a paint-
er’s brush strokes 

on a canvas.
Challenges, disappoint-

ments, and heartaches 
can shake our faith in 
ourselves and the world. 

Picasso’s journey 
reminds us of  the trans-
formation that life can 
bring. He shared, “When 
I was a child, my mother 
said to me, ‘If  you become 
a soldier, you’ll be a gen-
eral. If  you become a 
monk, you’ll end up as the 
Pope.’ Instead, I became a 
painter and wound up as 
Picasso.”

In your youthful inno-
cence, you believed in 
yourself, which gave you 
the courage to try new 
things, dream big, and 
persevere. Just as Picasso 
transformed himself  
from a child with dreams 
into an artistic genius, 
you too can create your 
masterpiece in life.

In 2024, amidst world 
turmoil and an uncertain 
future. It’s time to rekin-
dle that trust in yourself  
and your abilities. It’s 
time to remember when 
you were young.

Those dreams and 
hopes were not foolish; 
they were the sparks that 
ignited your journey.

Embrace them again, 
and you’ll find that life 
still holds countless 

opportunities and won-
ders to explore. Just as 
Picasso’s art evolved and 
matured, your life can, 
too.

So, the next time you 
think that growing up 
means abandoning your 
childhood beliefs, take a 
moment to reconsider. In 

recapturing that youthful 
spirit, you’ll discover a 
renewed sense of  wonder, 
determination, and joy in 
life’s journey.

Remember when you 
were young, for within 
those memories lie the 
keys to a life painted 
with the colors of  your 

dreams. After all, believ-
ing in yourself  and your 
dreams is not foolish; it’s 
the first step to making 
them come true, just as 
Picasso made his artistic 
dreams a reality.
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 01/12/24 was $3.69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308

Cars and other 2023 auction results

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
ColleCtibles 

& estAtes

Recapture your youthful spirit

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeAking

Whether you enjoy 
tomatoes sliced, 
sauced, or cooked in 
your favorite recipe, 
they taste best when 
grown and harvested 
from your garden or 
container. With more 
than 10,000 varieties 
available it can be dif-
ficult to select the best 
ones to grow in your 
garden. 

Start by looking for 
those varieties best suit-
ed to the intended use 
whether for slicing, cook-
ing, preserving, or snack-
ing.  Most seed catalogs 
and websites as well as 
plant tags and garden cen-
ters provide recommen-
dations. 

 Bite-sized tomatoes 
are great for salads, rel-
ish trays, and snacking. 
Trailing varieties like 
Lizzano, Tumbling Tom, 
Litt’l Bites Cherry, and 
Red Robin also grow well 
in hanging baskets and 
even window boxes. 

 Paste and sauce toma-
toes have meatier fruit 

making them perfect 
for sauces, soups, and 
preserving. Roma is 
the traditional favor-
ite with an egg-shaped 
fruit that has thick walls 
and few seeds. The All-
America Selections Early 
Resilience Roma has 
excellent disease and blos-
som end rot resistance 
and does not require stak-
ing. Use paste tomatoes 
during the growing sea-
son for sauces, chop and 
add them to an omelet, 
can or freeze them for 
future use. 

Grow a few slicing 
tomatoes to enjoy on 
sandwiches, grilled, or 
on their own. Beefsteak 

and Better Boy are long-
time favorites while Iron 
Lady, Galahad, and the 
colorful Chef ’s Choice 
series are more recent 
additions to this catego-
ry.

 Perhaps you are 
looking for an heirloom 
tomato, one that has 
been grown for more 
than 50 years and main-

tained its original traits 
and popularity. Cherokee 
Purple’s rich flavor con-
stantly rates high in 
taste tests. Brandywine, 
Black Cherry, Chocolate 
Stripes, Amana Orange, 
and Black Krim are also 
gardener favorites.

 Coax reluctant veggie 
eaters of  all ages to give 
tomatoes a try with some 
of  the sweeter varieties 
like Sunsugar often called 
the candy of  the garden.  
Consider having a taste 
test after growing a vari-
ety of  super sweet toma-
toes like Sungold, Super 
Sweet 100, Suncherry, and 

Tips for selecting the best 
tomatoes for your garden

MELINDA
MYERS

gArden

MoMents

Turn To GARDEN page     A9



Sunrise Bumble Bee.
 Boost your success by 

selecting disease-resis-
tant varieties and grow-
ing your tomatoes in 
full sun and moist well-
drained soil. Plant tags, 
internet sources, and cat-
alog descriptions usually 
highlight this and other 
helpful information.

 Look for tomato vari-
eties suited to your grow-
ing conditions. Check 
with your University 
Extension for a list of  rec-
ommended varieties for 
your area. You will also 
find helpful information 
on the best time to start 

tomato seeds indoors and 
when to place transplants 
in the garden.

 Start enjoying the har-
vest sooner with fast-ma-
turing tomatoes. These 
are perfect if  you have a 
short growing season or 
are just anxious for your 
first garden-fresh toma-
to. Early Girl is a long-
time favorite, Bush Early 
Girl produces more fruit 
on a compact plant, and 
New Girl produces bigger 
fruit and has better dis-
ease resistance. Glacier, 
Alaska, and Juliet are a 
few of  the many others to 
consider. Check the cat-
alog description or plant 
tag for the number of  
days to harvest.

 Select plants with the 
growth habit that best 
works with your gar-
den space and garden-
ing style. Determinate 
tomatoes are perfect for 
small space gardens and 
containers. They grow a 
certain height, stop grow-
ing, and produce their 
fruit over a relatively 
short time. Indeterminate 
tomatoes continue to 
grow throughout the sea-
son producing flowers 
and fruit until you prune 
out the tip or frost kills 
the plant.  Stake or tower 
the plants to save space, 
reduce disease and insect 
problems, and make har-
vesting more convenient.

 

Gather your family and 
favorite recipes.  Make a 
list of  longtime favorites 
and new tomato varieties 
to include in this year’s 
garden. Be sure to save 
some space as you are 
likely to find a few addi-
tional varieties you just 
can’t resist planting this 
year.

 
Melinda Myers has 

written more than 20 
gardening books, includ-
ing Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd 
Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-

ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 

for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoFall

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low 

price! 
Get 7 papers.

774-200-7308
GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured

GU
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S For Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Courtesy — All-America Selections

Lizzano is a semi-determinate tomato great for hanging 
baskets. 

GARDEN
continued from page     A8
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For J.D. Power 2023 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. 1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 1/27/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly 
payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 1/1/2024 and 1/27/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $250 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 
four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 1/27/2024. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit 
approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard 
to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon 
request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2See Renewal by Andersen® Products and Installation Transferable Limited Warranty for details. 32022 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. 
contractors, builders, architects & homeowners. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Patio & Entry Doors:
•  Our beautiful doors will 

transform the look of 
your home and are  
built to operate even 
during extreme 
temperature changes.

Windows:
•  The combination of our composite Fibrex® 

frames and our reinforced window seals 
helps provide year-round comfort.

•  Fibrex resists rot and corrosion and is 
available in six colors that won’t crack, peel 
or flake, which means our windows are 
virtually maintenance free.2

Renewal by Andersen:
•  We aim to make replacing your windows 

and doors an affordable project and  
the best home improvement 
experience you’ve ever had.

•  Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of 
Andersen®, the #1 trusted window  
and door brand.3

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

With

PLUS

Minimum purchase of four required. Minimum purchase of four required.

NO Money Down • NO Monthly Payments • NO Interest for 1 YEAR1

1-800-209-2746
Call now to book your FREE Window & Door Diagnosis

CALL BY January 27

Door & 
Window

window or door,

window or door

Buy 1

Get 1

40% OFF40% OFF
1 $250 OFF

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE1

Highest in Customer Satisfaction among Window and 
Patio Door Manufacturer Brands, 4 Years in a Row



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WEBSTER — It isn’t 
too often that a team wins 
the second, third and 
fourth quarters of  a boys’ 
varsity basketball game 
and still loses the contest, 
but Uxbridge couldn’t 
rally from a monstrous 
first quarter deficit, as 
they fell to upset-mind-
ed Bartlett on Thursday, 
Jan. 18, at Saint Joseph 
School’s Richard A. 
Nowak Gymnasium by a 
final of  50-41.

The Indians won the 
initial eight-minute 
frame, 16-2, scoring the 
final 16 points after the 
Spartans opened the scor-
ing with a bucket.

“I’m super proud of  
our guys. We’ve had a 
great couple days of  
practice, and this was the 
first game — finally — 
our roster was dressed. 
Everybody was dressed 
and it makes a differ-
ence to have everybody 
back and healthy,” said 
Bartlett head coach Alex 
Hetherman. “That’s a 
big-time win for us.”

On the other side, 
Uxbridge head coach 
Ryan Hippert was dis-
appointed with the slow 
start while also heaping 
praise upon the Indians.

“We didn’t come to play 
tonight, they did. They 
had much more energy 
than us. They were ready 

to go right from the tip, we 
weren’t,” said Hippert. 
“We couldn’t put the ball 
in an ocean tonight. It 
was a tough night for us 
shooting. They deserved 
to win that game.”

Although Bartlett held 
that early 14-point advan-
tage, Hetherman told 
his team that the game 
wasn’t over.

“After the first quarter 
we said we had 24 min-
utes left. They have a 
great program over there 
and we knew they were 
going to keep coming. 
I’m very proud that our 
effort stayed the same 
for 32 minutes,” said 
Hetherman.

Uxbridge won the sec-
ond quarter by a modest 
margin of  14-12 to cut the 
halftime deficit down to 
28-16.

“We chipped away at it, 
we’re only down 12, and 
I thought we’d come out 
with a little more (in the 
second half), but we just 
couldn’t get the ball in 
the hoop,” Hippert noted.

The Spartans only won 
the third quarter by two 
points (10-8) and the final 
frame by one point (15-
14), getting the deficit 
down to eight points at 
one moment.

“We fought a little bit, 
we played hard, but we 
didn’t make free throws 
or big shots down the 
stretch,” said Hippert, 
as Uxbridge went 3-for-
12 from the line in the 

fourth quarter.
Conversely, the Bartlett 

duo of  Kenny Arpin and 
Caiden Steeves combined 
to hit 10 of  their 12 fourth 
quarter free throws. As 
a team, the Indians went 
12-for-18 from charity 
stripe in the period.

“That’s a sophomore 
backcourt from us, 
Arpin and Steeves, and 
I trust those guys in big 
moments. I wouldn’t 
trade those two guys for 
anybody,” Hetherman 
explained. “We empha-
size free throws a lot and 
we want those kids to go 
to the free throw line. 
They don’t shy away from 
the big moment.”

Arpin scored 16 points, 
Steeves added 15, and 
Kole Sebastyanski was 

in double figures with 
10. For Uxbridge, Kellen 
LaChapelle, Michael 
Stark and Aidan Blood 
all scored 8 points, 
while Ethan McCusker 
chipped in 7 points and 
11 rebounds.

Following the upset vic-
tory, Bartlett improved 
to 4-7. The Spartans 
dropped to 7-3 as Hippert 
hopes that the team will 
rebound.

“We’ve got a tough two 
games next week, so we’ll 
see what we’re made of. 
I would hope they’re not 
happy and will continue 
to work hard,” Hippert 
said of  games played 
after press time against 
Grafton and David Prouty.
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HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308
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Bartlett High Athletic Hall of Fame 
Committee soliciting nominations

The Bartlett High School Athletic Hall of  Fame Committee is soliciting worthy 
nominations from the community for the 11th class of  inductees, which will be 
honored in the fall of  2024. Anyone interested in nominating individuals for this 
recognition submit a nomination through the Hall of  Fame website at www.bhsath-
letichof.org. The deadline is Jan. 31. 2024. Athletes who are nominated for induction 
must have graduated from BHS at least seven years prior to being considered for 
induction. Other eligibility requirements are available on the organization’s web-
site. Supporting documentation, including statistics are requested to be submitted 
to the committee with all nominations.

Nick Ethier photos

Bartlett’s Kenny Arpin focuses while at the line before 
shooting a free throw.

Kole Sebastyanski of Bartlett elevates to shoot a jumper up 
and over the reach of Uxbridge defender Michael Stark.

Bartlett’s Ayden Carlson attempts to back down an Uxbridge defender.

Caiden Steeves of Bartlett creates just enough separation 
from an Uxbridge defender to cleanly release a midrange jump 
shot.

Uxbridge’s Colin Spencer 
gains a step on Bartlett 
defender Kenny Arpin as he 
drives the ball into the lane.

Hot start helps Indians 
pull off upset of Uxbridge



AUBURN — The 2-7 
Auburn Rockets were 
hosts to the 6-3 Tantasqua 
Warriors for a Friday 
evening girls’ basket-
ball matchup played on 
Jan. 19. This Southern 
Worcester County League 
A game is the second 
matchup for these two 
teams this 2023-24 season. 
Very earlier this season 

Tantasqua took the win 
52-20 at home. 

 
The first quarter was a 

very even-tempo match-
up with both teams look-
ing for ways around their 
opponent’s press. At the 
end of  the first eight 
minutes it was a tied ball 
game, 8-8.

 

It looked as though 
the second quarter was 
going to be kept to low 
point totals due to strong 
defenses and missed 
shots by both teams. With 
less than one minute 
remaining, Tantasqua 
went on a 10-point run, 
going into the half  ahead 
24-11.

Coming out of  halftime, 
Tantasqua continued 
their scoring run, adding 
13 points. Auburn, who 
had a difficult time find-
ing the open teammate 
through Tantasqua’s 
intense press, were still 
able to add 8 points. The 
Warriors led the Rockets 
37-19 at the end of  the 
third quarter.

 
In the opening three 

minutes of  the final 
quarter, Auburn came 
alive and put up 10 points, 
closing in on Tantasqua, 
39-29. Auburn was able 
to get within five with a 
minute left, 41-36. Auburn 
moved the ball up the 
court with purpose 
and determination, not 
wanting to waste a shot, 
outscoring their oppo-
nents 17-5 this quarter. 
Tantasqua added a late 
free throw and sealed the 

win, 42-36.

Top scorers for the eve-
ning were Gabby Scanlon 
and Sophie Webb both 
with 10 points for the 
Warrior and Samantha 
Jess with 12 points for 
the Rockets.
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Mohegan Bowl winter 
leagues, week ending 

 Jan. 21
Monday Men’s Business
Single – Ryan Pelletier 142, Kevin Leonard 131, Nate Walker 129
Series – Ryan Pelletier 383, PJ Janton 339, Jason Mahan & Mike Nardone 336
Series over average – Ryan Pelletier +41

Women’s Ten Pin City
Single – Division 1 – Edna Miranda 187, Donna Dziadula 141
              Division 2 – Nicole Shepard & Kelley Webb 140, Diane Gagnon 97
Series – Division 1 – Natalie Wood 573, Claudia Allen 492
Division 2 – Evelyn Rivera 414, Diane Julian 302

Tuesday Chet’s Social
Single – Ryan Pelletier 133, Richard Girouard 128, Tom Smith 127, Dawn Gleason 

101, Ellen Fugatt & Courtney Boulay 97
Series – Ryan Pelletier 367, Tom Smith 346, Richard Girouard 323, Dawn Gleason 

284, Ellen Fugatt 277, Courtney Boulay 273
Series over average – Richard Girouard +35, Courtney Boulay +24

Wednesday Women’s Industrial
Single – Monique Pierangeli 116, Lynne Smith 111, Tiffany Jarmolowicz 105
Series – Lynne Smith 325, Monique Pierangeli 299, Tara LaLiberte 293
Series over average – Danielle Weiss +43

Summit Tenpin
Single – Division 1 – Derek Reynolds 223
              Division 2 – Scott Lamica 186
Series – Division 1 – Butch Mattson 630
              Division 2 – Lee Standrowicz 489

Thursday Morning Coffee
Single – Nancy Camerano 97, Carol Kondratowicz 96, Barbara Penkala 94
Series – Barbara Penkala 259, Lorraine Biadasz 256, Pat Blake 253
Series over average – Elaine Timilty +42

Thursday Men’s Industrial
Single – Josh Antos 132, Bo Gauvin 128, Ryan Pelletier 127
Series – Josh Antos 358, Bo Gauvin 350, Ryan Pelletier 343
Series over average – Jason Sisko +56

Thursday Mixed Tenpin
Single – Frank Bosma 181, Randy Schlegel 174, Gina Blake 167
Series – Randy Schlegel 494, Frank Bosma 478, Todd Gaucher 455

Webster Little League Baseball Registration 
now open

Webster Little League 2024 Spring 
Baseball Registration is now open 
online at WebsterLittleLeague.
com for boys and girls ages 5-16 (age 
on Aug. 31). Multiplayer discounts 
offered as well. Final day to register 
is Feb. 24.

Find us on Facebook at Webster 
Little League and online at www.
WebsterLittleLeague.com. Don’t for-
get to sign up for coaching and volun-
teer opportunities when registering 
— Especially Tee-Ball and Coach-
Pitch parents!

Webster Little League Baseball 
is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. Any questions, please 
email websterlittleleague@gmail.
com.

Tantasqua takes lead, 
staves off Rockets’ rally for victory

Photos courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Maeve Whittemore goes to the basket for Auburn.
Auburn’s Taylor Goodrich looks up court as she starts the 
offense.

Samantha Jess takes a free throw for Auburn.

Auburn’s Yoanna Proko looks to pass when she is closed 
down by Tantasqua’s defense.

Tantasqua’s Sophie Webb, left, and Auburn’s Marion Ngumi go up to the tip-off.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

OXFORD — On Monday, 
Jan. 22, the Oxford girls’ 
and boys’ varsity basket-
ball teams hosted David 
Prouty for a doublehead-
er. And, as both contests 
came down to the wire, it 
was the Pirates who were 
able to win both.

Oxford girls 40, David 
Prouty 35 — The 5 p.m. 
tip was the girls’ match-

up, as Oxford looked to 
avenge a prior five-point 
loss to Prouty (39-34) back 
on Dec. 18.

“It’s a good matchup. 
We’re similar in a lot of  
ways,” said Joe Pietrzak, 
head coach of  the Pirates.

The Panthers led after 
the first quarter, 8-6, 
but Oxford’s 15-4 second 
quarter surge allowed 
the hosts to grab a 21-12 
halftime lead. The Pirates 
then won the third quar-

ter, 12-11, thanks to a late 
flurry of  points as they 
led by 10 (33-23) as play 
moved to the final frame.

There, with 5:54 to go, 
Prouty’s leading scor-
er, Marianeliz Murillo, 
fouled out of  the game. 
Oxford’s Amaya Rosaria-
Green followed with a 
pair of  free throws, which 
extended the Pirates’ 
advantage to 35-25.

The game could have 
been over from there, but 

the Panthers rallied. With 
1:41 to play, Prouty’s Olivia 
Mendoza hit a left corner 
3-pointer. Then, following 
a Lily Spahn bucket in the 
final minute, the deficit 
was trimmed to 37-35.

Oxford’s Haley Alves 
closed the scoring, 
though, with a 3-pointer 

to put the game away.
“I just thought we did 

a good job of  executing 
down the stretch. We 
had our ups and downs, 
but in the end, we came 
through,” said Pietrzak, 
whose team improved to 
3-7. “We worked really 
hard over the last week in 
preparation for this one. 
The girls just, they played 
so hard. We had some 
extra motivation tonight 
being the leukemia game 
for Ava.” 

Pietrzak’s coaching 
colleague, Johanna 
Annunziata, has a niece 
Ava who is battling leu-
kemia. All funds from 
the doubleheader bene-
fited the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.

Oxford’s Myah Guivas 
was the game’s lone dou-
ble-digit scorer with 10 
points, while Rosaria-
Green pulled down 10 
rebounds and Sophia 
Cornacchioli had a solid 
stat line of  8 points and 8 
rebounds.

For Prouty (4-9), 
Murillo scored 9 points 
on three 3-pointers, while 
Madison Ethier pulled 
down a game-high 12 
rebounds.

Oxford boys 61, David 
Prouty 51 — In the 6:30 
p.m. nightcap, it wasn’t 
how the Pirates started, 
but rather how they fin-
ished. The Panthers held 
a big 23-10 lead at the end 
of  the first quarter, but 
the Pirates began chip-
ping away.

“We’ve just got to step 
up to the challenge,” 
Oxford head coach Dave 
Aldrich remembered 
telling his team. “We 
switched from (a) man 
to zone (defense), and 
it seemed to affect their 
shooting a little more in 
that late second period 

and we carried it over to 
the third.”

The Pirates won the 
second quarter, 19-13, as 
the halftime deficit was a 
manageable seven points 
at 36-29. Oxford then won 
the third, 16-7, to grab a 
slim 45-43 lead as play 
moved to the final period.

Brady Margoupis, the 
latest member of  the 
Pirates’ 1,000-point club, 
then had the hot hand in 
the fourth quarter. The 
game was tied at 47-47 but 
three possessions later 
Oxford was ahead, 56-47, 
thanks to back-to-back-to-
back Margoupis 3-point-
ers.

“Brady just lit it up. He 
gets in the zone and it’s 
like, get out of  the way 
and get him the ball,” 
explained Aldrich.

Margoupis was also 
playing with a face mask 
as he broke his nose in 
practice one week prior.

Prouty could never 
recover from the 
Margoupis onslaught, as 
they suffered just their 
second loss of  the season. 
The now 10-2 Panthers 
were led by Alec Fournier 
(15 points) and Jay Jay 
Neiray (12 points, 10 
rebounds).

The Pirates, who lost to 
Prouty back on Dec. 18 by 
a 71-47 count, improved 
to 6-6 as their chanc-
es of  qualifying for the 
Small Schools portion of  
the Clark Tournament 
increased.

“We are going to build 
off  it. We know what we 
have to do to make the 
Clark (Tournament). 
We’ve got to get the 
job taken care of,” said 
Aldrich.

Margoupis netted a 
game-high 27 points for 
Oxford, while Kofi Owusu 
added 15 points.
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A GRAND ACCOMPLISHMENT FOR OXFORD’S 
MARGOUPIS

Courtesy photo

Brady Margoupis, a senior on the Oxford boys’ varsity basketball team, entered the Monday, Jan. 8 game versus Bartlett 
at Webster’s Saint Joseph School needing 27 points to reach the 1,000-point milestone for his career. He tallied exactly 
27 points in a 74-50 victory over the Indians, netting points 999 and 1,000 late in the fourth quarter on a pair of free 
throws. Margoupis then exited the game to celebrate the moment with his teammates. He became the 12th player to 
reach this milestone in Oxford history. He is pictured with immediate family back at Oxford High.

Great night for Pirates, who sweep
 doubleheader versus David Prouty

Nick Ethier photos

Oxford’s Myah Guivas fights through the defense to convert a shot from the interior for two 
points.

Drew Martinez of Oxford calls out a play while handling the ball.

Oxford’s Brady Margoupis spins away from a David Prouty defender after catching a pass.

Haley Alves of Oxford turns the corner and heads toward the basket while possessing the ball.
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NOTICE OF SALE, NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE, Premises: 195 Leicester 
Street, Auburn, Massachusetts 01501, 
By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Mark W. Hunter to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Homecomings 
Financial Network, Inc., dated July 25, 
2005, and recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 36958 at Page 
193, as affected by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated June 1, 2012, and 
recorded with said Registry in Book 
49875 Page 330, as further affected 
by Modification Agreement date 
September 24, 2018, and recorded 
with said Registry in Book 59732, 
Page 156, as further affected by 
Loan Modification Agreement dated 
February 16, 2021, and recorded 
with said Registry in Book 67277 
Page 57, as further affected by Loan 
Modification Agreement dated January 
25, 2023, and recorded with said 
Registry in Book 69112, Page 122, as 
affected by an assignment of mortgage 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. to GMAC Mortgage, 
LLC, dated August 26, 2010, and 
recorded with said Registry in Book 
46230 at Page 143, as affected by 
an assignment of mortgage from 
GMAC Mortgage, LLC to Green Tree 
Servicing, LLC, dated August 22, 
2013, and recorded with said Registry 
in Book 51414 at Page 260, as 
affected by a corrective assignment of 
mortgage from GMAC Mortgage, LLC 
to Green Tree Servicing, LLC, dated 
October 15, 2016, and recorded with 
said Registry in Book 56362 at Page 
240, as affected by an assignment 
of mortgage from DiTech Financial, 
LLC s/b/m to Green Tree Servicing, 
LLC to MTGLQ Investors, L.P., dated 
September 21, 2016, and recorded with 
said Registry in Book 56362 at Page 
244, as affected by an assignment of 
mortgage from MTGLQ Investors, L.P. 
to US Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as Owner Trustee for VRMTG Asset 
Trust, dated June 10, 2020, and 
recorded with said Registry in Book 
62702 at Page 218, as affected by 
an assignment of mortgage from US 
Bank Trust National Association, not 
in its individual capacity but solely 
as Owner Trustee for VRMTG Asset 
Trust to Fay Servicing, LLC, dated 
August 15, 2023, and recorded with 
said Registry in Book 69547 at Page 
185, as affected by an assignment of 
mortgage from Fay Servicing, LLC to 
Amos Financial, LLC, dated August 
15, 2023, and recorded with said 
Registry in Book 69568 at Page 350, 
of which mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder by assignment, 
for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be sold by 
Public Auction at 2:00 o’clock P.M. on 
the 20th day of February, 2024 at the 
mortgaged premises located at 195 
Leicester Street, Auburn, MA 01501, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described 
in said mortgage, To wit: The land 
in Auburn on the westerly side of 
Leicester Street, further bounded and 
described as follows: BEGINNING at 
the northerly corner of the premises 
hereof at land now or formerly of one 
Bengston; THENCE S. 18 deg. 50’ 
10” W. by said Bengston’s land one 
hundred and ten (110) feet to a point; 
THENCE S. 37 deg. 33’ E. eighty-three 
and 24/100 (83.24) feet to a point; 
THENCE N. 48 deg. 36’ 40” E. by 
land now or formerly of Clarence and 
Lillian M. Hunter, one hundred three 
and 17/100 (103.17) feet to a point on 
Leicester Street; THENCE N. 41 deg. 
23’ 20” W. by Leicester Street, fifty-one 
and ninety-five (51.95) feet to WCH 
bound; THENCE continuing by said 
Leicester Street, N. 42 deg. 48’ 30” 
W. eighty-five and 75/100 (85.75) feet 
to the point of beginning. Containing 
11,050 square feet of land more or less. 
For Mortgagor’s title, see deed dated 
May 19, 2004, and recorded in Book 
33756, at Page 389 in the Worcester 
Registry of Deeds. Premises to be 
sold and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature of liens, 
improvements, public assessments, 
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or liens or 
existing encumbrances of record which 
are in force and are applicable, having 
priority over said mortgage, whether 
or not reference to such restrictions, 
easements, improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in the deed. 
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of Ten 
Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) by 
certified or bank check will be required 
to be paid by the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale. High bidder to sign 
written memorandum of sale upon 
acceptance of the high bid. The balance 
of the purchase price is to be paid by 
certified or bank check at Friedman 

Vartolo LLP, 85 Broad Street, Suite 
501, New York, NY 10004, within thirty 
(30) days from the date of the sale. 
Deed will be provided to purchaser 
for recording upon receipt in full of the 
purchase price. In the event of an error 
in this publication, the description of the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control. Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. Amos Financial 
LLC, Present holder of said mortgage 
by its Attorneys, Friedman Vartolo 
LLP 85 Broad Street, Suite 501, New 
York, New York 10004
January 26, 2024
February 2, 2024
February 9, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P0032GD 

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

In the matter of: 
Karen Brody   

Of: Dudley MA 
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by David K Ferguson Law 
Offices, Lip of Worcester; MA in the 
above captioned matter alleging that 
Karen Brody is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that Paula Aversa of 
Monson, MA (or some other suitable 
person) be appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific authority.
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 02/06/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State expense.
 WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 05, 2024 

Stephanie K. Fattman
January 26, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO23P4430PM  

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT
OF CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER  PURSUANT 
TO G.L.c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405

In the matter of: 
Norman Phillips
Of: Webster, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all 
other interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by Webster Manor Health 
Care and Reh of Webster, MA in 
the above captioned matter alleging 
that Norman Phillips is in need of a 
Conservator or other protective order 
and requesting that Stepehn Michael 
Fournier of Leominster, MA (or some 
other suitable person) be appointed as 
Conservator to serve Without Surety 
on the bond. The petition asks the court 
to determine that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective order or 
appointment of a Conservator is nec-
essary, and that the proposed conser-
vator is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 
02/06/2024. This day is NOT a hearing 

date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the abovenamed person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
January 03, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate
January 26, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.WO22P1009EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Peter Craig Levesque
Also known as: Craig Levesque

Date of Death: 11/21/202123 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  SIA - Formal Adjudica-
tion of Intestacy and Appointment 
of Personal Representative has been 
filed by Jane Levesque of Webster 
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Jane Levesque of Webster MA be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
02/20/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 12, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
January 26, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Jordan Donais to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as Nominee for EverBank dated 
September 7, 2007, recorded at the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 41792, Page 
32, as affected by Loan Modification 
Agreement dated April 7, 2016, and 
recorded in Book 55791 Page 52; 
said mortgage was then assigned 
to CitiMortgage, Inc. by virtue of an 
assignment dated May 25, 2012, and 
recorded in Book 49090, Page 60; and 
further assigned to Pretium Mortgage 
Credit Partners I Loan Acquisition, 
LP by virtue of an assignment dated 
December 11, 2015, and recorded 
in Book 54689, Page 292; and fur-
ther assigned to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, D/B/A Christiana 
Trust, not individually but as Trustee for 
Pretium Mortgage Acquisition Trust by 
virtue of an assignment dated January 
14, 2016, and recorded in Book 54941, 
Page 323; and further assigned to 
DLJ Mortgage Capital, Inc. by virtue of 
an assignment dated August 22, 2018, 
and recorded in Book 59679, Page 326; 
and further assigned to Wilmington 

Savings Fund Society, FSB, not in 
its individual capacity but solely as 
Owner Trustee of CSMC 2018-RPL9 
Trust by virtue of an assignment dated 
May 10, 2022, and recorded in Book 
67635, Page 101; of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder 
for breach of conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at PUBLIC 
AUCTION at 10:00 AM on February 
8, 2024, on the mortgaged premises. 
This property has the address of 41 
Dudley Road, Oxford, MA 01540. The 
entire mortgaged premises, all and 
singular, the premises as described in 
said mortgage:
The land with the buildings there-
on of every nature and description 
and all the privileges and appurte-
nances thereto belonging, situated in 
said Oxford, being part of Lot #178 
Walnut Street, as shown on a Plan 
of Lots, owned by Leslie J. Chaffee, 
drawn by Leslie J. Chaffee, Surveyor, 
dated June 1, 1955 and recorded 
with the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds, Plan Book 210, Plan 68, 
more specifically described as fol-
lows:  BEGINNING at a point on the 
easterly line of Dudley Road, at the 
intersection of Walnut Street; THENCE 
northeasterly along the easterly line 
of said Dudley Road ninety-five and 
five tenths (95.5) feet more or less to 
a point at Lot #181; THENCE S 47⁰ 10’ 
E One hundred six (106) feet more or 
less by Lot #181 to a point at the north-
westerly corner of Lot #176; THENCE 
S 37⁰ 10’ W One Hundred (100) feet by 
Lot #176 to a point on the northerly line 
of Walnut Street; THENCE N 52⁰ 50’ W 
Ninety-four and five tenths (94.5) feet 
by the northerly line of Walnut Street 
to a point; THENCE by a curve to the 
right whose radius is Twenty (20) feet 
along the line connecting the northerly 
line of Walnut Street with the easterly 
line of Dudley Road to the point of 
beginning.  SUBJECT to restrictions 
in deed to us from John H. Rives 
et ux, dated 9/28/78, recorded with 
Worcester County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 6577, Page 13.  For title refer-
ence see Book 21913, Page 59.
Subject to and with the benefit of 
easements, reservation, restrictions, 
and taking of record, if any, insofar as the 
same are now in force and applicable. 
In the event of any typographical error 
set forth herein in the legal description 
of the premises, the description as set 
forth and contained in the mortgage 
shall control by reference. Together 
with all the improvements now or 
hereafter erected on the property and 
all easements, rights, appurtenances, 
rents, royalties, mineral, oil and gas 
rights and profits, water rights and 
stock and all fixtures now or hereafter 
a part of the property. All replacements 
and additions shall also be covered by 
this sale.
Terms of Sale:  Said premises will be 
sold subject to any and all unpaid taxes 
and assessments, tax sales, tax titles 
and other municipal liens and water 
or sewer liens and State or County 
transfer fees, if any there are, and TEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($10,000.00) 
in cashier’s or certified check will be 
required to be paid by the purchaser 
at the time and place of the sale as a 
deposit and the balance in cashier’s or 
certified check will be due in thirty (30) 
days, at the offices of Doonan, Graves 
& Longoria, LLC (“DG&L”), time being 
of the essence.  Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale.
Dated: December 15, 2023 Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as Owner 
Trustee of CSMC 2018-RPL9 Trust
By its Attorney DOONAN, GRAVES 
& LONGORIA, LLC, 100 Cummings 
Center, Suite 303C, Beverly, MA 
01915 (978) 921-2670 www.dgandl.
com 56862 (DONAIS)
January 12, 2024
January 19, 2024
January  26, 2024
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MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
Mortgage given by Thomas J. McGee 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Drew 
Mortgage Associates, Inc., its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated April 2, 
2008 and recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 42660, Page 73, 
subsequently assigned to JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, National Association 
by Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Drew 
Mortgage Associates, Inc., its suc-
cessors and assigns by assignment 
recorded in said Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
at Book 53257, Page 345, subse-
quently assigned to Specialized Loan 
Servicing, LLC by JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association by assign-
ment recorded in said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 56832, Page 56, 
subsequently assigned to Federal 
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, as 
Trustee for the benefit of the Freddie 
Mac Seasoned Loans Structured 
Transaction Trust, Series 2019-1 by 
Specialized Loan Servicing LLC by 
assignment recorded in said Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds at Book 61723, Page 43 
for breach of the conditions of said 
Mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on February 16, 
2024 at 14 Clarence Street, Oxford, 
MA, all and singular the premises 
described in said Mortgage, to wit:
A certain parcel of land located in a 
subdivision entitled, “Corey Estates”. 
Said parcel being shown as Lot 
6R on a plan entitled “Plan of Land 
Showing Revised Lots 2-8 in Oxford, 
Massachusetts Owned by Dennis M. 
Corey, Sr.” dated June 17, 1993 and 
recorded in the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 673, 
Plan 108 and bounded and described 
as follows: BEGINNING at the south-
easterly corner of the lot to be con-
veyed at a point on Clarence Drive; 
THENCE along a curve to the left with 
a radius of 278.10 feet a distance of 
8.88 feet; THENCE proceeding west 
along a curve to the left with a radius 
of 825.00 feet a distance of 116.12 
feet to a point; THENCE N. 48° 34’ 32” 
W. a distance of 323.69 feet to a point; 
THENCE N. 6° 23’ 41” E. a distance of 
57.11 feet to a point; THENCE N. 86° 
53’ 29” E. a distance of 171.49 feet to 
a point; THENCE S. 38° 40’ 51” E. a 
distance of 247.45 feet to the point of 
beginning. RESERVING a drainage 
easement on the easterly border of 
the property as described above as 
is further shown on the plan referred 
to above. The area of the easement 
may not be distributed or otherwise 
altered in any manner that would pre-
vent the flowage of surface water. 
Further reserving the right to pass and 
repass over the easement area for 
maintenance of said easement. BEING 
the same premises conveyed to the 
Mortgagor by deed dated March 19, 
1996 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 17757, Page 164.
The premises are to be sold subject to 
and with the benefit of all easements, 
restrictions, encroachments, building 
and zoning laws, liens, unpaid taxes, 
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights of tenants 
and parties in possession, and attor-
ney’s fees and costs.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00) 
in the form of a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s check or money order will 
be required to be delivered at or before 
the time the bid is offered. The suc-
cessful bidder will be required to exe-
cute a Foreclosure Sale Agreement 
immediately after the close of the 
bidding. The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date in the form 
of a certified check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check satisfactory to 
Mortgagee’s attorney. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to bid at the sale, 
to reject any and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the terms of the 
sale by written or oral announcement 
made before or during the foreclosure 
sale. If the sale is set aside for any rea-
son, the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the deposit 
paid. The purchaser shall have no fur-
ther recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The description of the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an error in this 
publication. TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation, as Trustee for the benefit 
of the Freddie Mac Seasoned Loans 
Structured Transaction Trust, Series 
2019-1
Present Holder of said Mortgage,

By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS PC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
20-003670
January 26, 2024
February 2, 2024
February 9, 2024

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by 
Catherine E. Mallette to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
(“MERS”) as Nominee for Irwin Union 
Bank and Trust Company dated May 7, 
2007, recorded with Worcester South 
Registry of Deeds in Book 41232, Page 
278, which mortgage was assigned 
to ARCPE 1 LLC by Assignment 
of Mortgage dated July 18, 2022, 
recorded in Book 68042, Page 131, 
of which mortgage the undersigned is 
the present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will 
be sold at Public Auction at 11:00 a.m. 
on the 23rd day of February, 2024, 
at the mortgaged premises described 
below, being known as 158 Leicester 
Street, Oxford, MA all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
to wit:
All that certain parcel of land situated 
on the easterly side of Leicester 
Street in Oxford, County of Worcester, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
being bounded and described as 
follows:
BEGINNING at the northwesterly 
corner thereof at an iron pipe driven 
in the ground on the easterly line of 
Leicester Street and also being the 
southwesterly corner of land now or 
formerly of Eben and Stella S. Dickie, 
and said pipe is located 499.8 feet 
southerly, measured along the easterly 
line of said street, from a cement 
boundary post at the southwesterly 
corner of land now or formerly of 
Comins and Co. from said pipe;
THENCE by land now or formerly of 
said Eben and Stella S. Dickie S. 88° 
58’ E., four hundred thirty-six and one 
tenth (436.1) feet to an iron pipe driven 
in the ground;
THENCE by land now or formerly of D. 
Russell Taft, S. 3º 20’ W., ninety-three 
and seventy hundredths (93.70) feet to 
an iron pipe driven in the ground;
THENCE by land now or formerly of D. 
Russell Taft, S. 6º 06’ W., eleven and 
six tenths (11.6) feet to a stake at other 
land now or formerly of D. Russell Taft;
THENCE by land now or formerly of D. 
Russell Taft, N. 88º 55’ W., four hundred 
thirty-nine and six tenths (439.6) feet 
more or less to an iron pipe driven 
in the ground on the easterly line of 
aforesaid Leicester Street;
THENCE by the easterly line of said 
street, N. 6º 10’ E., one hundred five 
(105) feet to the point of beginning.
Containing 46,614 square feet, more 
or less.
Being the same premises conveyed 
to the mortgagor by deed of Grace 
L. Mallette recorded with Worcester 
South Registry of Deeds in Book 
15527, Page 115.
  The Mortgagee reserves the right 
to postpone the sale to a later date 
by public proclamation at the time 
and date appointed for the sale and 
to further postpone at any adjourned 
sale date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for the 
adjourned sale date.  The Mortgagee 
further reserves the right to open the 
bidding at the time, date and place 
appointed for sale, and if no bids are 
received, or the bids received are 
deemed unacceptable to Mortgagee, 
to postpone the sale to a later date by 
public proclamation.
Said premises will be sold subject to 
and with the benefit of all restrictions, 
easements, improvements, outstanding 
tax titles, mortgages, liens, rights of 
tenants and parties in possession, 
unpaid taxes, municipal liens and 
other public taxes, assessments or 
liens, having priority over the mortgage 
described herein, if any.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default 
in purchasing the within described 
property according to the terms of 
this Notice of Sale and/or the terms 
of the Memorandum of Sale executed 
at the time of the foreclosure, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right to sell 
the property by Foreclosure Deed to 
the second highest bidder provided 
that the second highest bidder shall 
deposit with Mortgagee’s attorneys the 
amount of the required deposit as set 
forth herein within three (3) business 
days after written notice of default 
of the previous highest bidder and 
title shall be conveyed to said second 
highest bidder within twenty (20) days 
of said written notice.
TEMS OF SALE:  Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($10,000.00) will be required to 
bid and be paid in cash or by certified 
check at the time and place of sale 
as earnest money.  The balance is to 

be paid in cash or by certified check 
within thirty (30) days of the date of 
the sale at the offices of Murphy & 
Lupan, P.A., 5 Commonwealth Road, 
Natick, Massachusetts 01760.  The 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control in the 
event of any typographical error in this 
publication. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced at 
the time and place of sale.
ARCPE 1, LLC
Present holder of said mortgage,
By its attorney,
Michael J. Murphy, Esq.
Murphy & Lupan, P.A.
5 Commonwealth Road
Natick, MA  01760
Tel: (508) 650-9252
January 26, 2024
February 2, 2024
February 9, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P2679EA
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR SALE OF REAL ESTATE BY A 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Estate of:
Barbara M. Stanley

Date of Death: 09/18/2022
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Sale of Real Estate has 
been filed by:: 
Cheryl Urbano of Mansfield MA
requesting that court authorize the
Personal Representative to sell the 
decedent’s real estate at a private sale.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 02/13/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: January 11, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

January 26, 2024

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 
TOWN OF WEBSTER

Request for Proposal Fireworks 
Display

Recreation Director of the Town of 
Webster (Owner), on behalf of the 
Town Administrator hereby requests 
submittals of proposals from qualified 
pyrotechnic firms to perform the Town 
of Webster 2024 fireworks display. A 
one (1) year contract with two (2) 
additional one (1) year options at the 
sole discretion of the Town is being 
offered. The Town requires July 3rd 
as the date of the fireworks display 
with a rain date within seven (7) days. 
The approximate twenty minute display 
is to take place at Memorial Beach 
Webster, MA. 
This solicitation is being conducted 
in accordance with the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
30B, and all contracts must be strictly 
awarded in accordance with the 
requirements of MGL Ch. 30B and 
this Request for Proposals (RFP). If 
it becomes necessary to revise any 
part of this RFP or otherwise provide 
additional information, an addendum 
will be issued to all prospective 
proposers who received copies of the 
original request. 
The “Awarding Authority” will be the 
Town Administrator of the Town of 
Webster, acting by and through the 
Recreation Director. The Scope of 
Services listed under Article IV. C, this 
RFP, any published addenda to the 
RFP and the Proposer’s Response will 
become part of the Contract between 
the Town of Webster and the successful 
proposer. 
If it becomes necessary to revise any 
part of this RFP or otherwise provide 
additional information, an addendum 
will be issued to all prospective 
proposers who received copies of the 
original request. 
Request for Proposal documents may 
be obtained from the Town of Webster 
website a www.webster-ma.uov For 
assistance call the Recreation Office 
at 508-949-3800 X 1023. 
Responses are due on February 19, 
2024 at 2:00 PM in the Recreation 
Director’s Office, 2nd Floor, 350 
Main Street, Webster, MA 02601. 
The contract will be awarded within 
approximately 30 days. The opening 
of the responses is not public. All 
responses must be received in a 

sealed envelope properly marked prior 
to the deadline. The Town reserves 
the right to reject any or all proposals 
when it deems it to be in the best 
interest of the Town. 
January 26, 2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

23 SM 002467
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Michael A. Medeiros and Jacqueline L. 
Fraser
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. c. 
50 § 3901 (et seq)
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as Owner 
Trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition Trust
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Webster, 
numbered 8 Windy Ridge Road, given 
by Michael A. Medeiros and Jacqueline 
L. Frasier to Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
1-800-East-West Mortgage Company, 
dated March 13, 2007, and recorded 
at Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 40837, 
Page 54, and now held by Plaintiff by 
assignment, have filed with this court 
a complaint for determination of Defen-
dants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act. If you object 
to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned 
property on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at Three Pem-
berton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on 
or before February 26th, 2024 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the grounds of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on January 16th, 
2024.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
January 26, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE 
DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION WATERWAYS 
REGULATION PROGRAM 
Notice of Simplified License 

Application pursuant to M.G.L. Chap-
ter 91 

21-WW-PRE-0195-APP
NOTIFICATION DATE: 01/26/24 
PERMITTEE: Gary P. Shannon
30 Liquori Drive
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS
68 Lakeside Ave 
Webster, MA 01570

Public notice is hereby given of the 
application for a Chapter 91 

Simplified License by:
Gary P. Shannon

to construct/maintain a 
Seasonal Residential Dock in the 

waters of Webster Lake 
at 68 Lakeside Ave
Webster, MA 01570

The Department will consider all writ-
ten comments on this Waterways appli-
cation received by within 30 days of the 
“Notification Date”. Failure of any ag-
grieved person or group of ten citizens 
or more to submit written comments 
to the Waterways Regulation Program 
will result in the waiver of any right to 
an adjudicatory hearing in accordance 
with 310 CMR 9.13(4)(c). The group of 
citizens must Include at least five citi-
zens who are residents of the munici-
pality in which the proposed project is 
located. 
Project plans for this Waterways ap-
plication are on file for public viewing 
electronically, by request to dep.water-
ways@mass.gov. If you do not have 
access to email, please leave a voice-
mail at (617) 292-5929 and you will be 
contacted with information on alterna-
tive options. 
It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with dep.
waterways@mass.gov 
when possible. Alternatively, 
comments may be mailed to the Water-
ways Regulation Program at: 1 Winter 
Street, 5th 
Floor, Boston, MA 02108.
January 26, 2024

LEGALS



F I T C H B U R G 
— Fitchburg State 
University President 
Richard S. Lapidus has 
announced the students 
who qualified for inclu-
sion on the Dean’s List for 
the Fall 2023 semester.

 
A student is placed on 

the Dean’s List for the 
semester if  an average 
grade of  3.20 or better is 
attained, and the student 
is attending the universi-
ty full time.

 
Fitchburg State 

University enrolls day 
and evening students in 
more than 50 programs of  
undergraduate and grad-
uate study. The university 
was established in 1894. 
Learn more at fitchburg-
state.edu.

Blackstone
Kaylie M. Mcdevitt, 

Jillian M. Williams

Douglas
Hunter G. Dunn, Ryan 

M. Stickney, Brianna N. 
Taft

Dudley
Grace J. Griffin, Jacob 

D. Roberts

Grafton
Tabitha L. Crist, 

Elizabeth Miller

Groton
Christopher J. 

Hickman, Kabriana T. 
Kien, Molly M. Loverin

Holland
Charles L. Moran

Milford
Matthew K. Baier, Roy 

M. Benson, Mckenzie E. 
Calvao, Brian R. Doyle, 
Leah R. Gorham, Emily 
E. Phillips

Millbury
Samantha A. Bernard, 

Hunter J. Luby, Alex M. 
Martocci, Allison M. 
Pogorek

Milton
Christian A. Dedier, 

Chloe L. Pelton

Oxford
Suzannah R. Lambert

Southbridge
Eridon Mehmeti

Spencer
Arianna K. Hammond, 

Angelika Osowiecki, 
Braeden M. White

Sutton
Anna R. Gauvin

Upton
Cameron M. Bern, 

Ashley E. Porter

Uxbridge
Jessie M. Demalia

West Brookfield
Nicholas C. Lucia, 

Robert P. O’Shea

Webster
Zachary C. Sargent, 

Elliot A. Zopatti

Whitinsville
Mica A. Mclaurin
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Hi! My name is Hailey and I love an-
imals! Below is a letter I have written 
to help you get to know me.  

Hi, my name is Hailey. I go by Kai, 
and I am a soaciable, funny, cool, 
kind, sweet, and outgoing person. I am 
someone who likes to stay on topic, lis-
ten to others, and am a good planner. I 
consider myself a brave person and a 
hard worker. I would also describe my-
self as artistic and creative. I enjoy sing-
ing, playing guitar, and making crafts. I 
was recently accepted to a local trade 
school, and I am excited to start there. I 
hope to open a restaurant one day and 
learn how to cook more. 

I have several family members who 
I am close with including my aunt and 
grandmother. I am particularly close 
with my aunt who I speak with about 
funny things, my emotions, and my 
hopes. Along with my many strengths I 
also have many talents and interests. I 
like to ride horses, play hockey, video 

games, board games, and go swimming. I like to cook, bake, and draw anime. 
I am looking for a family that will love me and have fun with me! I would like to do 

many activities with my family including horseback riding, arts and crafts, movie 
nights, and cooking/baking. I am also learning to play the piano. I also would be 
a big help to my family by doing chores, playing with any siblings, and making 
everyone laugh. I would also love a visiting resource. I hope to speak with you 
soon! 

Sincerely, K 
. https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/5454 Can I 

Adopt? 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your 

heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be 
single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adop-
tion from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information 
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care. 

 

Hailey 
Age 16 

Xander Cook 
named to Siena 

College Dean’s List 
LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. — Xander Cook has been 

named to the Siena College Dean’s List for the Fall 2023 
semester. Cook is from Uxbridge.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a student’s grade 
point average for the semester must be between 3.5 
and 3.89.

EASTON — More than 
1,000 students have been 
recognized for academic 
excellence. To qualify for 
this honor, students must 
have a semester grade 
point average of  3.50 or 
better and must have suc-
cessfully completed all 
courses for which they 
were registered.

Samantha Katz of  
Dudley 

Patrick LeClair of  
Oxford 

Remonda Mankarios of  
Dudley 

Isabella Therrien of  
Auburn 

Briana Reidy of  

Auburn 

About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a 

Catholic institution 
of  higher learning, 
was founded by the 
Congregation of  Holy 
Cross in 1948. Located 
on the beautiful 384-acre 
campus and former estate 
of  Frederick Lothrop 
Ames in North Easton, 
Massachusetts, it is a 
community of  scholar-
ship and faith, anchored 
by a belief  in the inherent 
dignity of  each person.

Through more than 100 

academic programs in 
the liberal arts, scienc-
es, business and pre-pro-
fessional field, Stonehill 
College provides an edu-
cation of  the highest cal-
iber that fosters critical 
thinking, free inquiry 
and the interchange of  
ideas for over 2,500 stu-
dents.

Stonehill College edu-
cates the whole person so 
that each Stonehill gradu-
ate thinks, acts and leads 
with courage toward the 
creation of  a more just 
and compassionate world.

Local students 
named to 

Dean’s List at 
Fitchburg State

Fall 2023 Dean’s List 
announced at Stonehill College

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises:  13 Piasta Road, 
Dudley, MA 01571
 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Mabel 
Ann Hurley A/K/A Ann M. Hurley to 
Graystone Tower Bank, and now held 
by Mortgage Assets Management, 
LLC, said mortgage dated October 6, 
2011 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 47950, Page 110, 
said mortgage was assigned from 
Graystone Tower Bank to MetLife Home 
Loans, a Division of MetLife Bank, NA 
by assignment dated October 12, 2011 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 48470, Page 205; said 
mortgage was assigned from MetLife 
Home Loans, A Division of MetLife 
Bank, N.A. to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC by assignment dated August 20, 
2012 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 49665, Page 199; 
said mortgage was assigned from 
Nationstar Mortgage, LLC to Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Champion 
Mortgage Company by assignment 
dated February 3, 2016 and record-
ed with said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 54918, Page 258; said mort-
gage was assigned from Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC D/B/A Champion 
Mortgage Company to Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development by 
assignment dated August 13, 2018 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 59252, Page 328; said mort-
gage was assigned from The Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development 
to Nationstar Mortgage LLC D/B/A 
Champion Mortgage by assignment 
dated December 17, 2019 and record-
ed with said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 61685, Page 267; said mort-
gage was assigned from Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC D/B/A Champion 
Mortgage Company to Mortgage 
Assets Management, LLC by assign-
ment dated May 31, 2022 and recorded 
with said Registry of Deeds in Book 
67786, Page 264; said mortgage was 
assigned from Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC d/b/a Champion Mortgage to 
Mortgage Assets Management, LLC 
by assignment dated July 14, 2022 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 67960, Page 384; for breach 
of the conditions in said mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at Public Auction 
on March 13, 2024 at 03:00 PM Local 
Time upon the premises, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
The land situated on the westerly line 
of Piasta Road, in the Town of Dudley, 
County of Worcester, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, being Lot 10 on plan 
recorded in Plan Book 477, Plan 27, 
and bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the southeasterly cor-
ner thereof at an iron pin on the westerly 
line of said Piasta Road, said pin being 
371 .39 feet northwesterly of the County 
highway bound at the westerly line of 
Oxford Road, so-called, as measured 
along the westerly line of Piasta Road; 
THENCE South 70 degrees 59’ West, 
by land of grantor, for a distance of 
634.39 feet to a point at land of grantor; 
THENCE North 80 degrees 30’ West, 
by land of grantor, for a distance of 
128.00 feet to a point at land of grantor; 
THENCE North 3 degrees 00’ East, 
by land of grantor, for a distance of 
95.99 feet to a point at land of grantor; 
THENCE North 70 degrees 59’ East, 
by land of grantor, for a distance of 
710.92 feet to an iron pin on the 
westerly line of said Piasta Road; 
THENCE South 19 degrees 01’ 
East, by the westerly line of said 
Piasta Road, for a distance of 

150 feet to the point of beginning. 
CONTAINING 2.45 acres. 
RESERVING the right for public road on 
17-foot easement, westerly of and paral-
lel to the westerly line of said Piasta Road. 
SUBJECT to restrictions as set forth and 
as referenced in an instrument dated 
May 15,1981 and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds in 
Book 7230, Page 303, as the same may 
still be in force and applicable to locus. 
BEING THE SAME PREMISES con-
veyed to Joseph D. Hurley (deceased) 
and Mable Ann Hurley by Deed of 
Huguenot Development Corporation 
dated May 15, 1981 and recorded 
with the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 7230, Page 303. 
EXCEPT AS TO THIS LENDER AND 
THIS LENDING TRANSACTION, 
FOR WHICH MY RIGHT OF 
HOMESTEAD SPECIFICALLY IS 
WAIVED, MORTGAGOR EXPRESSLY 
RESERVES MY RIGHT OF 
HOMESTEAD (BOOK 18267, PAGE 
76) AND DOES NOT TERMINATE MY 
HOMESTEAD BY GRANTING THE 
WITHIN CONVEYANCE.
 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
  For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated May 15, 1981 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
7230, Page 303.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 

2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Mortgage Assets 
Management, LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 

January 26, 2024
February 2, 2024
February 9, 2024

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 

COURT
COMPLAINT TO FORECLOSE TAX

LIEN
[seal]

No. 22 TL 000616
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN,
and to
any trustee, beneficiary, or any other
persons claiming any interest in the
Martin T. George and Barbara George
Irrevocable Trust, a now terminated
trust dated June 11, 2002 and recorded
in the Worcester County Registry of
Deeds in Book 26829, Page 132; Bar-
bara Ann VanDyke a/k/a Barbara Ann 
Van Dyke, individually and as Trustee 
of said Martin T. George and Barbara 
George Irrevocable Trust, now or for-
merly of Spencer, Worcester Coun-
ty, and said Commonwealth; Martin T. 
George, Jr.,
now or formerly of Eugene, in the State
of Oregon; or their heirs, devisees, legal
representatives, successors and
assigns. 
Whereas, a complaint has

been presented by the Town of Dudley,
Worcester County, said Common-
wealth; to foreclose all rights of re-
demption from the tax lien proceeding 
described in said complaint in and con-
cerning a certain parcel of land situate 
in the Town of Dudley in the County of
Worcester and in said Commonwealth,
bounded and described in said com-
plaint as follows:
Property Address: 5 George Street De-
scription of Parcel: A parcel of land with
any buildings thereon containing about
0.185 AC being described as parcel 
118
0 65 0 0 in the office of the Assessors,
Town of Dudley identified in book and
page 26829 143, Worcester Registry of
Deeds.
If you desire to make any objection or
defense to said complaint you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and an answer, under oath, setting forth
clearly and specifically your objections
or defense to each part of said com-
plaint, in the office of the Recorder of 
said Court in Boston (at the Courthouse
located on Three Pemberton Square, 
Room 507 in Boston, MA 02108), on 
or before the fourth day of March in the 
year two thousand and twenty-four.
Unless an appearance is so filed by or 
for you, your default will be recorded, 
the said complaint will be taken as con-
fessed and you will be forever barred 
from contesting said complaint or any 
judgment entered thereon.
And in addition to the usual service 
of this notice as required by law, it is 
ordered that the foregoing citation be 
published forthwith once in Webster  
Times a newspaper published in said 
Webster.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Esquire,
Chief Justice of said Court, this eighth
day of January in the year two thousand
and twenty-four.
Attest with Seal of said Court.
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
Plaintiff’s Attorneys: James E. Coppola,
Jr., Esq., Coppola and Coppola, 40
South Street, Marblehead, MA 01945
Tel: (781) 639-0140
January 26, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE

 OF REAL ESTATE
 By virtue of and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Chad A. Osnoe 
and Tabitha L. Osnoe to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, as nominee for Rocket 
Mortgage, LLC, FKA Quicken Loans, 
LLC, its successors and assigns, dated 
February 22, 2022 and recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 67154, 
Page 40 (the “Mortgage”) of which 
mortgage GITSIT Solutions, LLC, not 
in its individual capacity but solely as 
Separate Trustee of GITSIT Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2023-NPL1 is the present 
holder by Assignment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as Nominee for Rocket 
Mortgage, LLC, FKA Quicken Loans, 
LLC, its successors and assigns to 
Rocket Mortgage, LLC FKA Quicken 
Loans, LLC dated July 7, 2022 and 
recorded at said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 67880, Page 4, and Assignment 
from Rocket Mortgage, LLC, FKA 
Quicken Loans, LLC, its successors 
and assigns to GITSIT Solutions, LLC 
dated March 14, 2023 and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
69171, Page 332, and Assignment 
from GITSIT Solutions, LLC to GITSIT 
Solutions, LLC, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as Separate Trustee 
of GITSIT Mortgage Loan Trust 2023-
NPL1 dated October 9, 2023 and 
recorded at said Registry of Deeds in 

Book 69741, Page 266, for breach of 
conditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the same, 
the mortgaged premises located at 8 
Bacon Street, Oxford, MA 01540 will be 
sold at a Public Auction at 1:00 PM on 
February 16, 2024, at the mortgaged 
premises, more particularly described 
below, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit:
A certain lot or parcel of land, with 
all the buildings and improvements 
thereon, situated in the Town of 
Oxford, County of Worcester, in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
bounded and described as follows: 
Beginning at a stake on the easter-
ly line of Bacon Street, said stake 
being 290 feet north of northerly 
line of Old Webster Road so-called 
said stake being the northwesterly 
corner of the land herein conveyed; 
Thence North 86 degrees 49’ East 
by the land of one Perley E. Frost, 
et ux, a distance of 150 feet to stake 
at land of one Nelson Cournoyer; 
Thence South 3 degrees 11’ 
East by land of Nelson Cournoyer 
for a distance of 70 feet to a stake 
at land of Oxford Builders, Inc.; 
Thence South 86 degrees 49’ West 
by the land of Oxford Builders. Inc. 
a distance of 1 50 feet to a stake on 
the easterly line of said Bacon Street; 
Thence North 3 degrees 11’ West by the 
easterly line of Bacon Street for a dis-
tance of 70 feet to the point of beginning. 
Said premises are subject to the con-
ditions and restrictions listed in deed 
recorded in Book 33035, Page 117. 
Subject also to the rights and 
easement of the New England 
Telephone and Telegraph Company 
and Worcester County Electric 
Co., in Book 3091, Page 364. 
 For mortgagor’s title see deed 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 67154, Page 37.
The premises will be sold subject to 
any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject to 
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in 
possession.
 Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or 
certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder to sign writ-
ten Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid; balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale at the 
offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 Chelmsford 
Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be designated by 
mortgagee.  The description for the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.
 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

GITSIT Solutions, LLC, not in its indi-
vidual capacity but solely as Separate 

Trustee of GITSIT Mortgage Loan 
Trust 2023-NPL1

Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 

Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500
Osnoe, Chad A. and Tabitha L. Osnoe, 

23-043726
January 19, 2024
January 26, 2024
February 2, 2024

LEGALS

Obituaries
Robert W 

Andrzejewski,  81, of  
Webster died peace-
fully Saturday at his 
home with his family 
at his side after a long 
illness.  Robert was 
born June 25, 1942 in 
Webster, MA. He is the 
son of  the late Stanley 

and the late Jeannette (Barrette) 
Andrzejewski. 

He is survived by his wife of  62 1/2  
years Loretta (Vandale) Andrzejewski 
one son: Paul Andrzejewski and his 
wife Robin of  Dudley, MA;  ; He also 
has two grandchildren; Grandson, 
Brandon Andrzejewski; and his wife  
Megan granddaughter, Niki Reis and 
her husband Anthony

Robert cherished time spent with his 
great- grandchildren Mason,Carterand 
Ayla   and Kristiana, Emma and Gage 
.Several nieces and nephews . A circle 
of  life long special people and many 
friends.

Predeceased by his brothers  

Richard and  Francis 
Andrzejewski. 

Robert worked for 
the Harr Automotive 
group in Worcester 
for nearly 40 years 
as a master mechan-
ic. in retirement he 
worked at the cash 
exchange pawn shop 
on Thompson Rd. for almost 20 year’s 

He enjoyed a round of  golf  and 
repairing friends and families cars and 
trucks. Most of  all he treasured time 
with his family. 

The funeral will be held 11:00 am on 
Friday, January 26 at Bartel Funeral 
Home, 33 Schofield Avenue, Dudley.
Burial will be at a later date in Sacred 
Heart Cemetery Webster.

Calling hours will be Thursday, 
January 25 from 5 to 8 PM at Bartel 
Funeral Home, 33 Schofield Avenue, 
Dudley. Flowers are acceptable  or  
donations to Care Central VNA & 
Hospice PO Box 368 Webster, Ma.01570. 
www.bartelfuneralhome.com

Robert W Andrzejewski,  81
Patrick J. Maguire, 

age 69, of  Dudley 
passed away 
Wednesday, January 
17, 2024 at Hartford 
Hospital after a val-
iant battle with can-
cer. Patrick was born 
February 13, 1954 in 
Worcester, MA. He 

is the son of  the late Robert and the 
late Jane A. (Coomey) Maguire. He 
leaves the love of  his life Gail Stanton 
Maguire wife of  29 years. He is survived 
by his family, two sisters: Katherine 
E. Krikorian of  Southbridge, and 
Mary J. Maguire of  Rutland, and two 
brothers: Michael F. Maguire and his 
wife Betty of  Hopedale, and Dennis 
R. Maguire and his wife Carol of  
Shrewsbury. Along with many nieces 
and nephews. Predeceased by his sister, 
Joan E. Maguire of  Worcester. Patrick 

enjoyed all of  the New England Sports, 
NASCAR, a good game of  darts and 
fan of  the Florida Gators. He loved 
time spent at his lake home and on his 
pontoon boat with his circle of  friends. 
With his dogs, Gator and Guinness, Pat 
could be spotted around town walking 
his dogs daily. He was employed by 
UNFI Inc. for 26 years, previous to this 
he was employed by Acosta Sales and 
Marketing both as a sales representa-
tive. 

Calling hours were held on Tuesday, 
January 23 from 3 to 6 pm at Bartel 
Funeral Home, 33 Schofield Avenue, 
Dudley, MA. Keeping with Pat’s wish-
es brief  family remembrances will be 
held at 6 pm. In lieu of  flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Second Chance 
Animal Shelter 111 Young Road, East 
Brookfield, MA 01515.

Patrick J. Maguire,  69

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.news
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160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

Classic Colonial like new in Sturbridge 
almost 2400 sq ft! Call for details

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

SELLERS- NOW IS A GREAT MARKET!!!
RATES ARE GOING DOWN!!!
BUYERS ARE MOTIVATED!!!

Call for a FREE Consultation
and I can assist you with
PRE-LISTING ADVICE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

*2.5 Baths  
*Recent Heating System
* Fantastic Waterviews *  

*Garage
* Recent Roof * 3 Units

* Town Services

WEBSTER -CONDO
WATERFRONT VIEWS

WEBSTER 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

316 Dresser Hill Road $425,000

145 Baker Pond Rd $399,900 4 Camelot Circle $565,000 31 Old Turnpike Rd $329,900

805 Beacon Park $364,900 16 Granite Street $269,900

DUDLEY - 44’ Ranch

DUDLEY - 
LOG HOME

DUDLEY - 
COLONIAL

SZYMCZAK
SELLS!!!

*New Septic System 
*Newly Carpeted

*Painted Interior * 3 Bedrooms
*Sided * Town Water

* BR 
* 1.5 Baths

 *CATHEDRAL Ceilings
* 2 Acres

*Central Air
 * Family room * 8 Rooms * 

3 BR/ 2.5 Baths
 * 2 Car Garage

* Fireplace

*2 Baths
* Fireplace

*3 BR
* Garage

*FREE Real Estate 
Classes
*Learn How to Buy 
& Sell Real Estate
*Information Both 
Buyers and Sellers 
Need to Know and 
Understand

Call Jo-Ann to 
attend a Saturday 

Class
 774-230-5044
508-943-7669

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT SOLD

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd.

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old 
cement block garage is located on the prop-
erty..  Land area surveyed, DEP approval to 
build. Property suitable for small craft dock-
age/off season storage. Town Water & Sewer 
available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 60 CUSHING ROAD     
Young 3 Bedroom Colonial! Living Room, Kitch-
en, Dining Area ~ Washer/Dryer & 1/2 Bath!! 2nd 
Floor - 3 Bedrooms plus 2 Full Baths!! Walk out 
Lower Level. Large finished room in lower level. 
Furnace Replaced 2023.  
List Price $355,000 Sale Price $385,000

BEING BUILT!! SPRAWLING 2000 SF ONE LEVEL RANCH 
HOME! Situated on a level 1/2 acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR 
PLAN. Living room, dining room, upscaled kitchen with 
8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
central air. 2 car garage, & shed.  $615,000

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  DUDLEY - 28 PARTRIDGE HILL RD

WOODSTOCK - 723 BRICKYARD RD

Split Level 4 bedrooms, two 
baths, one 1/2 bath, 3224 +/- 
Sq. Ft. Living Area. including 
in-law set up. 2 car garage. 
3+ Acres.
Assisted sale $420,000

SORRY, SOLD!!

OXFORD - 68 PLEASANT ST UNIT 36
Fairway Woods! Unit 36,rare 
end unit that boasts new 
windows,skylights, slider 
door and bay window, new 
central air, granite counters, 
3 Level living. Loft can be 
your personal oasis! garage.    

$319,900

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake -
 24S Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly cleared 
flat land, gentle decline to waters edge.  Sandy 
Shore line! Western views.  Call for a viewing! 

$695,000

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

This Home is a FIXER 
UPPER PROJECT. Spe-
cial Property, needs some 
love to bring it back to life.
Wood Floors, 2 bedrooms, 
2 baths, loft. Garage. 
Being Sold AS IS

$349,000

ON DEPOSIT
INVESTORS TAKE NOTICE ! 3 Units, 
Solid Brick. commercial/Residential 
Building! Zoned GB4.  $499,900

WEBSTER - 
30 EAST MAIN

SORRY, SOLD !
Well maintained Cape. living room, 4 
bedrooms, garage.  $329,900

WEBSTER - 
131 LAKESIDE AVE.

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
FREE

MARKET
ANALYSIS

25 Union Street, ste 400
Worcester, MA 01608

MARIA SUN REED
Call or Text 508-873-9254

Experienced Realtor
Sale or Purchase

Brighten up your life 
with Home Ownership

REAL ESTATE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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S P R I N G F I E L D 
— Springfield College 
Recognizes Dean’s List 
Students for academic 
excellence for the 2023 
Fall Semester.

Nicole Boutin from 
Auburn was named to 
the dean’s list. Boutin 
has a primary major of  
Human Services.

Sage Kaplan from 
Auburn was named to 
the dean’s list. Kaplan 
has a primary major of  
Biology.

Jillian LaBonte from 
Auburn was named to 
the dean’s list. LaBonte 
has a primary major of  
Exer Sci / Applied ES.

Danielle Schmeling 
from Auburn was 
named to the dean’s list. 
Schmeling has a prima-
ry major of  Health Sci / 
Pre-PA.

Hunter Audet from 
Dudley was named to the 
dean’s list. Audet has a 
primary major of  Health 
Sci / Pre-PA.

Sydney Clark from 

Dudley was named to the 
dean’s list. Clark has a 
primary major of  Comm. 
Sci. and Disorders.

Carly Cornacchioli 
from Oxford was named 
to the dean’s list. 
Cornacchioli has a pri-
mary major of  Health Sci 
/ Pre-PT.

Hannah Cushing from 
Dudley was named to 
the dean’s list. Cushing 
has a primary major of  
Physical Ed Hlth/FCS.

Audrey Hayes from 
Oxford was named to the 

dean’s list. Hayes has 
a primary major of  
Health Sci / Pre-OT.

Ryan Steiner from 
Oxford was named to 
the dean’s list. Steiner 

has a primary major of  
Sport Management.

Jennifer Walker from 
Webster was named to 
the dean’s list. Walker 
has a primary major of  
Exer Sci / Pre-AT.

Patrick Welliver from 
Oxford was named to the 
dean’s list. Welliver has a 
primary major of  Sport 

Management.
Lucas Yash from 

Webster was named to 
the dean’s list. Yash has 
a primary major of  Sport 
Management.

The criteria for selec-
tion to the Dean’s List are 
as follows: The student 
must have completed a 
minimum of  12 credit 

hours of  graded course-
work for the term, exclu-
sive of  “P” grades. The 
student must not have 
any incompletes or miss-
ing grades in the desig-
nated term. The student 
must have a minimum 
semester grade average 
of  3.500 for the term.

Police Department, 
Marek Karlowicz was 
promoted to lead the 
department as budget 
cuts threatened to dras-
tically affect personnel. 
Karlowicz quickly took 
to the position helping 
modernize the depart-
ment with new patrol 
rifles, updated cameras, 
and a new radar and lidar 
unit. He also obtained 
numerous grants to 
replace cruiser laptops 
and fund extra patrol 
shifts helping offset some 
of  the financial burden 
off  the town budget. 
During his first year, the 
Police Department also 
absorbed Animal Control 
responsibilities promot-

ing one of  its officers 
as the Animal Control 
Officer and cleaning 
up the town’s ani-

mal shelter. Ruda said 
Karlowicz has quickly 
proven he was the right 
man for the job.

Dudley’s town officials 
also made a conscious 
effort to prioritize eco-
nomic development in 
2023 with an eye on help-
ing the town continue 
to progress in 2024 and 
beyond. Ruda said they 
approached economic 
development by “going 
after it aggressively” 
starting by helping sup-
port Steven Mill and 
eventually utilizing a 
state economic develop-
ment grant to perform a 
feasibility to better uti-
lize a section of  town-
owned property off  West 

Main Street. 
“This study deter-

mined the land is suit-
able for various busi-
ness uses,” said Ruda, 
who added that once the 
Stevens Mill project can 
progress, he feels Dudley 
has the potential for 
quick economic growth. 
“A Community Compact 
Grant secured in 2023 
is presently being used 
to explore development 
opportunities throughout 
town and to make infra-
structure improvements 
around Stevens Linen 
Mill. Plus, the Stevens 
Mill complex on Schofield 
Road was purchased by a 
developer and town lead-
ership recently met with 
the new owners to devel-
op marketing strategies 
for the property.”

Last year also saw 

Dudley update its Open 
Space Plan, making 
it eligible for grants to 
renovate the Fun Zone 
playground which is cur-
rently deemed unsafe for 
use and was the target of  
a fundraising campaign 
by the Dudley Women’s 
Club. The town plans to 
apply for grants to com-
plete the renovation in 
2024. Ruda also noted 
that the town increased 
its online presence by 
better utilizing social 
media and video com-
munications to inform 
the public of  meetings 
and events around town. 
Dudley also celebrated 
$2,395,982 in grant fund-
ing in 2023 as well as addi-
tional grants of  $375,102 
for the Fire Department 
and $77,467 for the Police 
Department.

While 2023 wasn’t an 
easy year for Dudley, it 
helped define the resil-
ience, spirit, and char-
acter that make many 
people proud to call the 
town home. While the 
budget talks may have 
made for a frustrating 
year, it also created some 
of  the largest turnouts 
in recent memory both 
at the ballot box and at 
town meetings. The past 
year provided proof  
that not only is Dudley 
a tight-knit community, 
but one on the rise learn-
ing to balance the needs 
of  the community with 
the expectations of  the 
people while also mak-
ing strides towards eco-
nomic progress. While 
2024 could end up being 
another waiting year for 
many initiatives, it also 

promises to continue that 
growth towards a bigger 
and brighter future.

Plymouth Village’s turn-
around, and a sewer 
issue.

That last one was one 
resident’s key issue. (I 
didn’t catch his name.) 
He said if  Ansari can’t 
tie into the sewer system 
and can’t install a private 
septic system, it would 
“shut the project down in 
2.2 seconds. … there’s no 
reason to continue with 
this application.”

While Rumsey agreed 
that the town is often 
“fairly close to capacity 
[80,000 gallons a day], 
accounting for develop-
ments that are in pro-
cess,” and sometimes 
already exceeds it, the 
board is legally required 
to give the applicant a 

chance to prove there is 
enough capacity for them 
to do the project.

The same resident also 
noted the recent heavy 
rain left “a couple feet of  
water” on nearby land, 
and was concerned that 
paving a large parking 
lot plus the new build-
ing would create flooding 
problems. He predicted it 
could go into his and a 
couple nearby basements 
or “end up in that park-
ing garage.”

ZBA member Steve 
Balcunas, speaking as a 
resident from the audi-
ence, agreed, saying the 
drainage now creates “a 
swamp” that’s “four feet 
deep.” He added he’s con-
cerned about the noise of  
the air filtration system 
that garage will need  to 
handle emissions form 

the cars therein. To him 
the place is “a monstrosi-
ty” and “an eyesore.”

Sharon Morin also 
considers it a “monstros-
ity,” specifically because 
it’ll loom over her house 
and neighbors. She said 
even an eight-foot fence 
wouldn’t be enough to 
avoid “having people 
watching over everything 
we do. … Our privacy will 
be completely gone.”

Rumsey said the proj-
ect isn’t proposing balco-
nies, but will have win-
dows. Regarding drain-
age, he said the board 
has received peer review 
comments saying the 
proposal’s drainage is 
in compliance with state 
stormwater flow rates, 
“but they still need to 
include 25-year storms.” 

The board said they 

want the fire department 
to come to the next meet-
ing to discuss the emis-
sions concern and one 
raised by resident Janet 
Fitch. She said she’s 
worried a car fire in the 
underground garage, 
especially of  an electric 
vehicle, could “compro-
mise the structure of  the 
building and the safety 
of  everyone living there.”

To Tanya O’Connell, 
the issue is that this proj-
ect is basically too big and 
doesn’t fit the area. She 
said welcomes new res-
idents, but “not 42 fami-
lies. We’re not designed 
to bring that number of  
people into our neighbor-
hood.”

“This is going up in 
order for Ansari Builders 
to make money,” not real-
ly to provide affordable 

housing, she said.
In March 2023, Ansari’s 

designer Mike Scott and 
architect Bob Shaw said 
the project is to erect a 
single four-story build-
ing with 42 apartments, 
10 of  them “affordable,” 
containing a total of  84 
bedrooms. For about 18 
months, the project had 
to work with the Army 
Corps of  Engineers 
because the parcel has 
a permanent flood ease-
ment across its front 
(Main Street) side, but 
Scott said they got the 
Corps’ permission 
to cross that land in 
December.

He noted Ansari 
Builders seeks a 40B 
because town zoning 
“wouldn’t allow the den-
sity and height, I believe.”

Then Selectman 

Norman Leblanc recalled 
that a prior version of  
the proposal had a com-
pletely different design. 
At that time, Ansari was 
showing 22 condos as 
“kind of  an extension 
of  Plymouth Village,” 
which the board support-
ed (as did a couple of  the 
ZBA’s hearing attendees), 
even when the plan grew 
to 26 condos. His board 
rejected giving the proj-
ect a letter of  support last 
April, but under the law, 
Ansari could still move 
forward by taking it to 
the state. 

With or without such 
a letter, the law always 
sends 40B projects to the 
local Zoning Board for 
hearings.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
NEW 

BATHROOM 
VANITY 

values at 
$500,  free 

With faucets.  
Brookfield MA 

Call 
508-867-8768

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

the humans that roam 
this earth had a sense 
that there is no need for 
discrimination and that 
everybody tall, short, 
curly hair, straight hair, 
big, or small are all creat-
ed in a unique way. If  only 
we could all accept our 
differences.” 

While attending the 
celebration, Faith was 
awarded a certificate 
from Congressman James 
McGovern for her accom-
plishments.   

MUGA
continued from page     A1

DUDLEY
continued from page     A1

HEARING
continued from page     A1

included six schools as 
the district hoped to take 
advantage of  the lucra-
tive MSBA program for 
the high school. In 2023, 
the district was forced to 
withdraw its application 
for MSBA funding after 
Dudley voters failed to 
commit to the financial 
elements of  the applica-
tion. Mathieu said this 
hasn’t changed the need 
for work at Shepherd 
Hill, so he proposed add-
ing a review of  the school 

to the capital plan.
“Our expected partici-

pation in the MSBA pro-
gram for renovation or 
replacement did not come 
to fruition. However, the 
votes against participa-
tion in the MSBA pro-
gram and the reimburse-
ment that is offered did 
not remove the need for 
repairs at Shepherd Hill. 
As a result, the option of  
providing an architectur-
al review for Shepherd 
Hill was included in the 
procurement of  the firm 
to perform (the review),” 
said Mathieu.

Habib and Associates 

was the successful 
respondent for the 
reviews and quoted 
their work at $20,000. 
The district’s Capital 
Outlay and School Safety 
Subcommittee approved 
bringing the proposal for-
ward for the full School 
Committee to consider as 
a way to at least make 
progress towards the 
needed work at the high 
school without added 
expenses to the district’s 
towns.

“The original bud-
get for the project was 
$125,000. The additional 
services for this review 

were quoted at $20,000. So, 
by including Shepherd 
Hill, the total expenses 
would be $145,000 which 
still leaves the overall 
expenses of  the capital 
plan well below the $7.5 
million authorization,” 
said Mathieu.

The School Committee 
voted unanimously to 
approve the appropria-
tion. The architectural 
review does not replace 
the extensive work and 
access to resources that 
would have been included 
with the MSBA applica-
tion. That program would 
have included a partial-

ly refundable feasibility 
study, which is different 
from a simple review of  
the building’s condition, 
and qualified the district 
for grant opportunities 
under the MSBA to help 
cover the cost of  reno-
vations or rebuilding. As 
such, the architectural 
review will only give the 
district an idea of  what 
work is required for the 
high school. Any further 
investment will need to 
be addressed at a future 
date. 

School officials made 
clear last year that the 
decision by the town of  

Dudley did not perma-
nently exclude the dis-
trict from MSBA funding 
in the future, but will 
force them to restart 
their application from 
the beginning in a high-
ly competitive program. 
Any future consideration 
by the MSBA would also 
still require a vote of  
approval from the public 
to embrace the cost shar-
ing requirements. The 
School Committee has 
not made any indication 
they will re-apply in the 
immediate future.

DCRSD
continued from page     A1

Springfield College recognizes Dean’s List students

Janet Malser 
Humanities Trust 
accepting grant 
applications

REGION — The Janet Malser Humanities Trust is now 
accepting applications for the 2024 grant cycle. 

Ms. Malser set up the charitable Trust in order to support 
the arts and humanities, community service and conserva-
tion in the towns of  Dudley, Oxford, and Webster. Trustees 
make awards annually to verified tax-exempt organizations 
meeting the charitable purposes of  the Trust. Prior recip-
ients are encouraged to apply and are eligible as long as 
proper follow up status reports have been filed. 

The causes for which funding will be considered include: 
“the restoration and preservation of  historic sites; the 
furtherance of  art and music in the schools, both public 
and private; public concerts with an emphasis on classical 
music; the improvement and growth of  public libraries; 
the support of  church work aiding the indigent, homeless, 
aging citizens and needy children; beautification through 
planting and the preservation of  park areas and cemeteries; 
the improvement of  service and equipment at the Hubbard 
Regional Hospital [now UMASS Memorial], and the envi-
ronmental protection of  Webster Lake.”

Any questions should be addressed to janetmalsertrust@
gmail.com.

Applications and additional instructions including filing 
final reports are available at www.janetmalsertrust.org.  All 
applications must be postmarked by Monday, April 1.

Daniel Brooks named to 
Siena College President’s List 
LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. — Daniel Brooks was named to the Siena College President’s 

List for the Fall 2023 Semester. Brooks is from Dudley.
The President’s List requires a 3.9 grade point average or higher.
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$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$59999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$79999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 9am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$69999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

TV DEALS
$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$26999

NEW YEAR SALE!

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.

INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING - INSTANT FINANCING

SLEDS • TOBOGGANS
ICE SKATES • TUBES

TOY
CLEARANCE!

50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $329.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 
SNOW IS COMING...
BE READY!

SNOWBLOWERS

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

Come check out our new seasonal 
salads and healthy menu options! 

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners
v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment 
       Centers
v Sealy Mattresses

We are in the process 
of selling out some of 
our current stock to 
make room for new 
2024 models. 
Because of this, 
we are offering 
savings throughout 
the store!
Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these 
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

Winter CLEARANCE
SALE!

SAVE 20-60%

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

WORCESTER — The office of  Worcester County District Attorney Joseph D. 
Early, Jr. is now accepting applications for its grants to support safe post-prom and 
post-graduation events that keep students from driving impaired.

The grant program has supported these events, organized and overseen by adults, 
which offer safe drug- and alcohol-free alternatives to the high-risk activities that 
often follow end of  the year celebrations for high school students.

“Prom and graduation are supposed to be the best nights of  high school. We 
want to avoid seeing these celebrations turn into tragedies,” Early said. “We know 
that life can change in the blink of  an eye, and often does. By encouraging kids to 
celebrate in safe, fun environments, we can prevent a tragedy before it happens and 
ensure all our youth go on to fulfill their bright futures.” 

The grant program is now in its sixth year and has supported post-prom and 
post-graduation events at more than 20 different schools across Worcester County. 

Early felt it was vital to continue supporting these prevention programs and 
is utilizing his Drug Forfeiture Reinvestment Program this year. Funding to sup-
port these grants was previously provided by the Massachusetts Office of  Victim 
Assistance Drunk Driving Trust Fund.

Schools and parent groups can apply for these grants to either support existing 
events or to assist in establishing new events. Applications for funding requests are 
due by Feb. 15. To request a grant application, contact Julia Baronowski at Julia.
baronowski@mass.gov or 774-317-2321.

DA offers grants for safe post-prom, post-graduation events 

Dudley Grange accepting applications for scholarship
DUDLEY — Dudley Grange #163 is awarding a scholarship to a graduating 

senior from Shepherd Hill Regional High School, Bay Path Vocational Technical 
High School, or Bartlett High School.  Applications may be obtained through the 
students school Guidance Office. 

The Dudley Grange Scholarship is also available to any graduating senior 
residing within the Dudley/Charlton or Webster School Districts, who may be 
graduating from an accredited private high school or alternative school.  These 
applicants may obtain an application from the Grange Scholarship Committee by 
sending a request to 

P.O. Box 1514, Dudley, MA  01571.
The 2024 Dudley Grange Scholarship application must be received by April 15. 

For further information, contact karen.gillon@yahoo.com.
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