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Courtesy

During the July 21 meeting of the Leicester Select Board, Police Chief Kenneth Antanavica and town leadership took a moment to recognize a long-
time and beloved officer embarking upon his well-deserved retirement. Michael Lombardozzi, or “Lombo” as he is affectionately known, officially 
retired this past month after 18 dedicated years of service to the Town of Leicester. 
Lombo is the epitome of a dedicated public servant. From his military service to the nation in the US Coast Guard, to his 18 years with the Town of 
Leicester, he has left an indelible mark on the town for others to aspire to.

Brookfield 
enters 

contract 
for water 

operations 
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

BROOKFIELD — The town of 
Brookfield is proceeding with a con-
tract that would see a third-party enti-
ty operate the town’s water treatment 
plant while local officials determine 
a path forward for the vacant super-
intendent post.

At a meeting in late July, the 
Brookfield Select Board approved 
a contract with East National Water 
LLC to take over operations of the 
town’s water treatment facility at a 
cost of $8,250 per month, paid for 
through funds currently budgeted for 
primary and secondary operators. 
Donald Taft, the Chair of the town’s 
Water Commission, explained that 
the situation resulted from difficulties 
filling the superintendent position.

In December, the town had part-
nered with a secondary operator who 
ran the plant until February. At that 
time, a new superintendent had been 
hired who had yet to be approved for 
his T1 treatment license. The state 
had approved a six-month emergen-
cy operator certificate to allow the 
new superintendent to run the plant, 
however as the end of that timeline 
drew to a close the town learned that 
the new hire’s T1 application was not 
approved. The superintendent sub-
mitted a two-week notice on July 
1, forcing Brookfield to take swift 
action to put a plan in place for oper-
ation starting next month.

The Water Commission held an 
emergency meeting and approved 
the contract with East National Water 
LLC. They then presented it to the 
Select Board on July 16 who also 
approved the contract with the plan to 
proceed with a superintendent search.

Taft said they did their due dili-
gence when choosing the company, 
even on a tight timeline, and feel 
confident that East National Water 
LLC will provide exceptional service 
during the duration of the contract.

“We reached out to any number of 
water operators, engineering firms, 
companies that have been approved 
by Mass DEP or that have worked 
for other communities. This com-
pany has worked for about five or 
six different communities where they 
ran their system. We did reach out to 
a number of communities, and they 
were very pleased with the services 
they were provided,” said Taft.

With a temporary plan in place, 
attention turned to the future and 
whether a third-party operator ver-
sus a hired superintendent should 
be explored as a permanent solu-
tion. Taft admitted there has been 
little interest in the job. Select Person 
Richard Chaffee noted that continu-
ing with a third-party operator might 
actually be a better option for the 
town.

“I think this may be the best solu-
tion to the problem, even in the long 
term. If it works out, it’s certain-
ly more cost effective in the end,” 
Chaffee said.

All parties admitted there’s plenty 
of nuance that needs to be worked out 
and explored before the town makes 
any final decision on that front. For 
now, Brookfield will proceed with a 
full-time superintendent search and 
now has a solid plan in place to keep 
things running in the meantime.

Vendors wanted 
for flea market 

on W. Brookfield 
Common 

WEST BROOKFIELD —  The First 
Congregational Church 36 N. Main St., W. 
Brookfield, UCC has been hosting their Flea 
Market on the town Common for more than 50 
years. This year the Flea Market will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (vendor 
check-in 6:30 - 8:30 a.m.). 

Sellers of all kinds are welcome - flea folk, 
antique dealers, crafters, product vendors, and 
those emptying out basements and attics!   No 
food vendors, please. Spaces are available for $40 
for a 20-by-20-foot grassy spot. Vendors must 
bring their own tables and tents. The church will 
sponsor a food tent with grilled food, cold drinks 
and sweet treats. Email to  fccofwbfleamarket@
gmail.com for an application or call Karen at 508-
801-7692.

Mark your calendars; the tradition continues!

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Registration 
is now open for the 2026 Brookfields Lions 
Club golf tournament, according to event 
chair, Marc Kokansky.

The annual event is taking place on 
Saturday, Aug. 22 at the Quail Hollow 
Country Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Rd., 
Oakham. The four-person scramble tour-
nament begins with registration at 12 p.m., 
followed by a 1 p.m. shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100 per golfer, which 
includes 18 holes of golf, cart, skins com-
petition, closest-to-the-pin contests, and a 
meal following the tournament at Quail 
Hollow Country Club. 

Proceeds from the tournament will bene-
fit the Brookfields Lions Club’s charitable 
programs and community service projects 
throughout the area. Through fundraising 

events such as this tournament, the club 
supports local organizations and individuals 
while carrying out the Lions’ mission of 
serving those in need.

To register a team or obtain additional 
information, contact Marc Kokansky at 
508-847-9843. Registration is open now 
through August 15.

As the world’s largest, youngest and most 
active service organization, the mission 
of Lions Clubs International is to empow-
er volunteers to serve their communities, 
meet humanitarian needs, encourage peace, 
and promote international understanding. 
Members of the Brookfields Lions Club are 
dedicated to service and support in the com-
munities of Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
North Brookfield, West Brookfield, and 
New Braintree.

Registration open for 
Brookfields Lions Club 

Golf Tournament

SPENCER —  The Spencer Parks & 
Recreation Commission  2026 Summer 
Concert Series continues from 2 to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 2 at Powder Mill Park, corner 
Smithville and Meadow Roads, Spencer with 

the Blind Tiger Swing Posse.
 
          Blind Tiger Swing Posse is seven 

pieces of hard-driving swing and rock made 
up of some of New England’s most sea-

soned professionals. Band members include 
Doug Moore on vocals and lead guitar, Pete 
Levesque on saxophone, William Fanning 
on trumpet, Jeff Galindo on trombone, Jim 
Heffernan on piano, Joe D’Angelo on bass 
guitar and Billy MacGilvray on drums. Each 
musician brings their unique skill set that 
delivers a timeless mix of jazz, blues, swing, 
pop, soul and rock.

 
          Following  Blind Tiger Swing Posse, 

the series continues on Aug. 9 with Gold Dust 
Refugees. 

 
     The concert series is proudly sponsored 

by Cornerstone Bank.  Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s 
local presence and community-based bank-
ing model enables a unique ability to deliver 
outstanding service, with a personal touch. 
Cornerstone provides the highest level of ser-
vice and expertise for individuals, businesses, 
and community organizations with branch 
locations throughout Central Massachusetts.

Blind Tiger Swing Posse next up in 
Spencer’s Summer Concert Series
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Spencer
The Spencer 

Police Department 
reported the fol-
lowing arrests 
during the week of 
July 15-21.

Lisa L. Brown, 

age 57, of Leicester 
was arrested on 
July 19 in connec-
tion with a warrant.

Leicester
The Leicester 

Police Department 

reported the fol-
lowing arrests 
during the week of 
July 16-22.

An individu-
al whose identity 
has been withheld 
from publication 

received a sum-
mons in lieu of 
arrest on July 16 for 
Operating a Motor 
Vehicle after sus-
pension of registra-
tion and operating 
an Unregistered 
Motor Vehicle.

An individu-
al whose identity 
has been withheld 
from publication 
received a sum-
mons in lieu of 
arrest on July 17 
for Operating a 
Motor Vehicle 
after suspension of 
license.

Lawrence Colon, 
age 40, of Spencer 
was arrested on July 
17 for Operating 
a Motor Vehicle 
after suspension of 
license (subsequent 
offense), a Motor 
Vehicle Equipment 
Violation (seat-
belt), and operating 
a vehicle with No 
Inspection Sticker.

An individu-
al whose identity 
has been withheld 
from publication 
received a sum-
mons in lieu of 
arrest on July 18 
for Attempting to 
Commit a Crime.

An individu-
al whose identity 
has been withheld 
from publication 
received a sum-
mons in lieu of 
arrest on July 21 
for Shoplifting By 
Asportation.

OAKHAM — St. Carlo Acutis Parish, 
Brookfield/West Brookfield/Warren, is 
having their Ninth Annual Alex Cordy 
Memorial Charity Golf Tournament at 
Quail Hollow Golf and Country Club, 
1822 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham, 
Massachusetts on Saturday, Sept. 12. 
Registration begins at 7:15 a.m., with a 
Shotgun Start at 8 a.m.

As many of you are aware, Alex 

Cordy was an integral part of our West 
Brookfield Community for many years. 
In memory of his outstanding service 
to his community, his parish, and being 
a founding member of our Knights of 
Columbus Council 11080, this tourna-
ment will once again benefit our Youth 
Activities Fund to support the youth in 
our local community, a cause that was 
very important to Alex. We were able to 

award two $1,000.00 scholarships this 
past year from the proceeds of this event 
to two local high school seniors, as well 
as fund many other youth activities. We 
ask that you please consider supporting 
our event by sponsoring or participating 
in the tournament individually or with 
a foursome. Tournament Raffle Items 
and General Donations to this event are 
always welcomed and appreciated!

Registration and sponsorships are 
now available for this tournament. To 
register, and for more information, 
please call (413) 813-8100 or email 
wallyconnor122@gmail.com.
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•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

BROOKFIELD 
$748,000, 20 Brunnell Ave, Lacaire 

Ft, and Lacaire, Ronald J, to Lussier, 
Gretchen, and Lussier, Jeffrey.

$700,000, 161 Rice Corner Rd, Dawn 
L Gabree 2016 Ret, and Gabree, Dawn 
L, to Paras, Lindsey, and Paras, Reagan.

$495,000, 4 Mockingbird Ln, Paras, 
Reagan G, and Paras, Lindsey P, to 
Solares, Joshua Eduardo, and Bonneau, 
Kaitlyn.

$200,000, 12 Lakeside Ave, Mosher 
Irt, and Mosher, Bonnie L, to Kohlstrom, 
Kathleen M.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$1,195,500, 104 Allen Rd, Wojcik, 

Jean A, to Rio, Emily, and Brooks, Logan.
$405,000, 106 Park St, Fournier, 

Justin, and Belinskas, Sarah-Jane, to St 
Pierre, Timothy.

$305,000, 107 South St, Johnson Doris 
K Est, and Richard, Katherine L, to 
Yeliseyeva, Olga.

LEICESTER
$830,000, 155 Rawson St, Sane, Smita, 

to Cohen, Ady.
$695,000,150 Paxton St, Virginia 

B White Rt, and White, Robert A, to 
Bronstad, Philip Matthew, and Brilli, 
Jessica L.

$550,000, 235 River St, Anderson, 
Robert R, and Anderson, Gloria, 
to Hutchinson, Jonathan Davi, and 
Hutchinson, Colleen.

$500,000,15 Breezy Green Rd, Jeffrey 
W Bow T, and Bow, Cynthia M, to 
Lenahan, Joseph.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$750,000, 8 Barrett Rd, Cormier, 

Collin M, to Labouef, Dorothy May, and 
Labouef, Robert Donald.

$404,000, 11 Summit Ter, Staney, 
James R, and Staney, Sandra E, to 
Lockwood, James.

$325,000, 22 Spring St, Romero, 
Rebecca, and Cruz, Ismael, to Keyes, 
Samantha, and Keyes, Noah.

$70,000, 3 Sunset Dr, Smith, Danielle, 
and Smith, Keaten J, to Smith, Danielle.

SPENCER
$365,000, 5 Salem St, Bouley Rt, and 

King, Ann Marie, to Rahhal, Itidal Al.
$60,000, I Capen Rd #3, Mahaney, 

John C, to Hansen, Christopher, and 
Hansen, Krystal L.

$40,000, 30 Howe Rd, Moschini 
Ft, and Moschini, Robert H, to Shea, 
Douglas, and Pepin, Brooke.

WARREN
$535,000, 182 Cutler Rd, M&A Rt, 

and Davis, Mary E, to Howard, Robert.
$450,000, 249 Coy Hill Rd, Forte, 

Gary P, and Forte, Cathy N, to Critelli, 
Julia, and Forte, Ryan.

$359,000, 129 School St, Van-Gerven, 
Dionysuis, to Guay, James Dean.

$272,300, 1226 Brimfield Rd, 
Marshall, Stephnie R, to Bho Realty 
LLC.

$253,000, 45 Maple St, Guay, James, 
to Drost, Matthew Aaron, and Drost, 
Mary D.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$400,000, 9 Ash Ln, Towle Jr, Matthew 

H, and Gerstel, Alan, to Gerstel, Mariah, 
and Gerstel, Taylor.

$370,000, 22 Birch St, Ranks, Jenna E, 
to Reed, Elise R.

$300,000, 75 Lakeshore Dr, Kennen Jr, 
Albert A, to Arsenault, Marie L.

Alex Cordy Memorial Golf 
Tournament set for Sept. 12

Weekly Police Blotter Local students 
named to Holy 
Cross’ Spring 
Dean’s List

WORCESTER — College of the Holy 
Cross congratulates the students named to 
the Spring 2026 Dean's List for outstand-
ing academic achievement during the 
spring semester of the 2025-26 academic 
year. The following local students made 
the list:

Tatiana Coolbaugh of Spencer, Class 
of 2026

Jenna Dupell of North Brookfield, 
Class of 2026

Timothy St. John of Leicester), Class 
of 2026

To qualify for the Dean's List, students 
must pass four or more letter-graded 
courses with no failing grades during the 
semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher.

About Holy Cross:
The College of the Holy Cross, in 

Worcester, Mass., is among the nation's 
leading liberal arts institutions. A highly 
selective, four-year, exclusively under-
graduate college of 3,200 students, Holy 
Cross is renowned for offering a rigor-
ous, personalized education in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. Since its founding in 
1843, Holy Cross has made a positive 
impact in society by graduating students 
who distinguish themselves as thoughtful 
leaders in business, professional and civic 
life.



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   3 Friday, July 31, 2026

AMHERST — Approximately 7,000 stu-
dents received bachelor’s degrees in over 100 
majors at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst’s Undergraduate Commencement 
on May 15, 2026 at the McGuirk Alumni 
Stadium.

Below is a list of students from your area 
that received a bachelor's degree from the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst:

Brookfield
Caleb Maxwell Aiken
Michael William Casey
Aiden Earle
Abigail Grace Hildick
Jakob Alexander Lanne
Jacob Michael Peterson
Neida O Portillo
Sydney Riley Warren

Leicester
Erin Nicole Gerber
Rachel Paige Lopriore

Spencer

Laci Marie Burtt
Alexandra Marie Holmes
Tiffany Andrea Schultz

A M H E R S T 
— The follow-
ing students were 
named to the Spring 
2026 Dean's List 
at the University 
of Massachusetts 
Amherst.

Students are 
appointed to the 
Dean's List at the 
end of a semester 
in which they have 
completed a mini-
mum of 12 graded 
credits and have 
earned a grade point 
average of 3.500 or 

better.

Brookfield
Aracely Burnett
Cody Chen
Aiden Earle
Michael Alan 

Frey
Abigail Grace 

Hildick
Ayla Shae Iwaniec
Samuel Kiarie 

Kibe
Josephine Grace 

Landon
Gage Willem 

Lane
Jakob Alexander 

Lanne
Emma Anne 

McGinty
Lily Marie 

Melanson
Sierra Murray
Aman Nehela
Jacob Michael 

Peterson
Jared J Peterson
Jaymes Quinn
Eleanor June 

Reynolds
Sydney Riley 

Warren

Leicester
Jacob George 

Altman
Erin Nicole 

Gerber
Gabrielle Marie 

Pietri

Rochdale
Jillian Marie 

Morrison

Spencer
William Robert 

Anderson
John Peter Bowler
Zachary Edward 

Hinman
Layne Michael 

Perchak

Gabriella Saint-
Vil

Zachary Soulor
Angela Rose 

Niver
Scarlet Elizabeth 

Sergel
Oneida Sharif
Megan Catherine 

St. Jean
Jenny Lee 

Wagenhoffer

DUDLEY — 
Nichols College 
congratulates the 
2026 graduating 
class, who earned 
their academ-
ic degrees at the 
College's com-
mencement cer-
emony on May 
2, 2026, at the 
DCU Center in 
Worcester, Mass. 
Delcie D. Bean IV, 
founder and CEO 
of Paragus IT, an 
employee-owned 
managed informa-
tion technology 
(IT) services firm 
that is one of the 
most successful, 
f as tes t -g rowing 
IT firms in the 
region, delivered 
the commence-

ment address.
The following 

local students 
earned the degrees 
listed:

Brennan Ogert 
of  Spencer 
earned a Bachelor 
of  Science 
in Business 
Administration

S t e p h e n 
Comtois III 
of Brookfield 
earned a Bachelor 
of  Science 
in Business 
Administration

Holli Eckhardt 
of Brookfield 
earned a Master 
of Science in 
Counterterrorism

Kiana Barnes 
of E Brookfield 
earned a Bachelor 

of  Science 
in Business 
Administration

N i c h o l a s 
Michaelian of 
Leicester earned 
a  Bachelor 
of  Science 
in Business 
Administration

Colin Wallace 
of N Brookfield 
earned a Bachelor 
of  Science 
in Business 
Administration

A s h l e y 
Ottman of North 
B r o o k f i e l d 
earned a Master 
of  Business 
Administration

James Manzaro 
of West Brookfield 
earned a Master 
of Science in 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
Leadership

We applaud 
these students 
for their achieve-
ment.

About Nichols 
College

Nichols College 
has earned busi-
ness accreditation 
from the presti-
gious Association 
to Advance 
C o l l e g i a t e 
Schools  of 
Business (AACSB 
International), the 
longest serving 
global accrediting 
body for business 
schools and the 
largest business 
education network 
connecting learn-
ers, educators, 

and business-
es worldwide. 
Founded in 1815, 
Nichols trans-
forms today's stu-
dents into tomor-
row's leaders 
through a dynam-
ic, career-focused 
business and 
professional edu-
cation. Nichols 
offers real-world 
learning focused 
on professional 
depth - combined 
with vibrant liv-
ing, competitive 
athletics, and an 
unmatched alum-
ni advantage 
- equipping stu-
dents to exceed 
their own expec-
tations. www.
nichols.edu

NEEDHAM — 
This Aug. 1 and 
2, the Pan-Mass 
Challenge (PMC) 
will bring togeth-
er more than 
6,000 cyclists and 
4,000 volunteers 
on Aug. 1 & 2 to 
raise money for 
cancer research 
and patient care 
at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute. 
Participants from 
local communi-
ties will be among 
those helping sup-
port the PMC's 
mission to fund 
lifesaving can-
cer research and 
treatment.

L o c a l 
P a r t i c i p a n t s 
Include:

Pam Rockwood 
o f  N o r t h 
Brookfield

M e r e d i t h 
Laughlin of West 
Brookfield

R o b e r t 
Laughlin of West 
Brookfield

D a v i d 
Balducci of West 
Brookfield

J e s s i c a 
Piwowarski of 
West Brookfield

M a t t h e w 
Pillsbury of 
Spencer

M a r g a r e t 
Pil lsbury of 
Spencer

Erin Rosenlund 
of Spencer

M i c h a e l 
Giguere  of 
Rochdale

Seth Cormier of 
North Brookfield

Richard Carr of 
Leicester

S t e p h e n 
Lefemine of East 
Brookfield

Susan Brogan 
of Brookfield

Ellen Varnum 
of Brookfield

Cecelia Gray of 
Brookfield

The PMC, 
which raises more 
money for chari-
ty than any other 
single athletic 
fundraiser in the 
world, is aiming 
to raise more than 
ever this year, 
with a fundraising 
goal of $79 mil-
lion.

This year's 

PMC comes at an 
especially critical 
time, with federal 
research support 
shrinking, grant 
approval rates 
reaching historic 
lows, and cancer 
cases continu-
ing to rise. For 
the 20thconsec-
utive year, 100 
percent of every 
rider-raised dollar 
will go directly to 
Dana-Farber, one 
of the nation's top 
three hospitals for 
cancer research 
and care.

"The theme for 
this year's PMC, 
which is 'now, 
more than ever,' 
underscores the 
paramount impor-

tance of every 
single dollar 
raised in fueling 
the search for a 
cure," said Billy 
Starr, founder 
and chairman of 
the PMC. "We are 
endlessly grate-
ful to every rider, 
volunteer, donor, 
and sponsor who 
makes the PMC 
possible. Because 
of their training 
miles, long hours 
of volunteering, 
generous support, 
and unwavering 
commitment, we 
are moving ever 
closer to a world 
without cancer."

Since its incep-
tion in 1980, the 
PMC has raised 

$1.125 billion 
for Dana-Farber, 
making it the orga-
nization's largest 
single contributor 
and accounting 
for 67 percent of 
the annual reve-
nue of The Jimmy 
Fund, Dana-
Farber's com-
m u n i t y - d r i v e n 
fundraising arm. 
This unrestricted 
annual funding 
has empowered 
and accelerated 
advancements in 
cancer research, 

deeply benefitting 
patients across the 
world. 

During each 
annual PMC 
weekend, thou-
sands of cyclists 
and volunteers 
come together 
from across the 
world, hailing 
from 47 US states 
and 12 countries, 
with a shared pur-
pose of raising as 
much money as 
possible for Dana-
Farber. Cyclists 
ride routes rang-

ing from 25 
to 177 miles. 
Included among 
these participants 
is the PMC Living 
Proof community, 
riders and volun-
teers who were 
previously treated 
or are currently 
undergoing can-
cer treatment and 
serve as Living 
Proof of the prog-
ress made through 
raising funds for 
cancer research 
and treatment.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

Qualified contractors are invited to bid on a set of con-
tract documents for the construction of The Mechanic 
Street and Pleasant Street Complete Streets Improve-
ments in the Town of East Brookfield. Class of work 
is Highway-Construction. Invitation for Bidders (IFB) 
Packages with specifications and a sample contract 
will be available on June 23, 2026.
Request for bid documents can be emailed to Chris-
topher Lyman at clyman@hshassoc.com. Sealed bids 
entitled “Bid for Mechanic Street and Pleasant Street 
Complete Streets Improvements” will be accepted at 
the East Brookfield Highway
Department, located at 424 East Main Street, East 
Brookfield, MA 01515, until July 28, 2026, at 10:00 A.M., 
at which time the bids will be publicly opened and read. 
Bids submitted after this time will not be accepted.

FOR RENT 
Townsend, CT 

Route 197 
10x40 mobile unit with 

12x16 porch 
Full bath, furnished 

OHA 
40+ Community 

Nice location 

$375/weekly, $1500 deposit
508-344-0732

Local residents to participate in Pan-Mass 
Challenge to support cancer research

Local students graduate 
from Nichols College

UMass Amherst announces 
Spring Dean’s List

UMass Amherst announces Spring graduates
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Every solid house starts with a good 
blueprint and a strong foundation. Saving 
for a child’s education is very similar.

College costs can seem daunting. In 
addition to tuition, you’ll need to account 
for housing and food, books and supplies, 
transportation, and other expenses. The 
average annual budget at an in-state public 
university runs around $30,990 today, and 
a private school is $65,470 according to the 
College Board. While most families won’t 
pay a college’s list price, you’ll still want to 
start saving as early as possible to be ready 
when your child is.

Lay the foundation early. You don’t have 
to wait until you have the perfect set of 
plans to start building. There are specific 
accounts designed to save for education, 
and some do not require a minimum open-
ing deposit. Setting up automatic recurring 
contributions, even modest ones, lets you 
build steadily over time without requiring 
constant attention.

As your child ages, look for ways to redi-
rect expenses you no longer have towards 
the build. For example, daycare costs, 
which can exceed $1,000 a month, can 
be shifted into a college savings account 
once your child enters school. Tax refunds 
and annual bonuses make excellent addi-
tional contributions. And others can pitch 
in – instead of birthday or holiday toys, 
ask grandparents or relatives to contribute 
directly to a college savings account.

Know the size of the house you’re build-
ing. Families saving for community college 
followed by two years at a public university 
might target around $65,000. Those aiming 
for four years at a public school are looking 
at roughly $100,000. Whatever the goal, 
plan for education inflation of about 4% 
annually, which can roughly double costs 
over 18 years.

You don’t have to source all the building 
materials yourself. Scholarships, grants, 
student loans, and income from part-time 
work are all legitimate ways to help finish 
the structure.

Don’t let one project consume the whole 
budget.  One risk for parents is pouring 
so much into the college fund that the 
retirement fund goes neglected. Remember, 
loans and grants exist for college, but not 
for retirement. Striking the right balance 
may mean targeting a more affordable 
school, planning to cover only a portion 
of costs, or adjusting retirement timelines 
slightly.

Choose the right building materials. For 
many families, a 529 plan is the right 
foundation. Earnings grow tax-free, distri-
butions are federally tax-free when used 
for qualified education expenses, and many 
states offer additional income tax deduc-
tions for contributions. Even better, anyone 
– such as grandparents or friends – can 
contribute.

Additionally, qualified expenses for a 
529 plan go beyond tuition and cover 
books, computers, internet access, room 
and board, and more. Vocational and trade 
schools often qualify, too, opening the door 
to careers in skilled trades, healthcare, and 
technology.

No contractor builds alone. A knowl-
edgeable financial advisor can help you 
draw up a realistic blueprint and make sure 
the college project doesn’t crowd out the 
rest of your financial future. The earlier 
you break ground on that conversation, the 
stronger the structure will be.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or  trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Building your 
child’s education 
fund, one brick 

at a time
A practical

 solution today, a 
thoughtful decision 

tomorrow
When it comes to essential public ser-

vices, there is little room for uncertainty. 
Residents expect that when they turn on the 
tap, clean, safe drinking water will be there. 
That expectation depends on skilled pro-
fessionals working behind the scenes every 
day, often without much public attention.

Brookfield recently found itself facing 
a challenge that many small communities 
are experiencing. Qualified operators for 
specialized municipal positions are increas-
ingly difficult to find. In this case, the town 
was confronted with the unexpected depar-
ture of its water treatment superintendent 
after licensing issues prevented the position 
from becoming permanent. Rather than 
allowing the situation to become a crisis, 
town officials acted quickly to ensure unin-
terrupted service by contracting with an 
experienced outside operator. 

That deserves recognition.
The Water Commission and Select Board 

had little time to react, yet they sought 
references, consulted other communities, 
and selected a company with an established 
record of operating municipal water sys-
tems. That careful approach reflects respon-
sible stewardship of an essential public 
resource.

Perhaps even more encouraging was the 
conversation that followed.

Rather than viewing the contract as mere-
ly a temporary fix, local officials openly 
discussed whether third-party management 
could become a long-term option. That 
willingness to examine every possibility is 
exactly what taxpayers should expect from 
local government.

For generations, municipalities have 
assumed that every essential service 
must be provided by in-house employ-
ees. Increasingly, however, changing labor 
markets are challenging that assumption. 
Specialized positions in water treatment, 
engineering, information technology, and 
public health have become harder to fill, 
particularly in smaller towns competing 
with larger communities and private indus-
try.

That does not necessarily mean outsourc-
ing is always the answer. There are advan-
tages to having a dedicated local superin-
tendent who knows the system, understands 
the community, and can respond quick-
ly when problems arise. Local employ-
ees often become valuable institutional 
resources whose experience cannot easily 
be replaced.

At the same time, professional firms can 
sometimes provide broader expertise, mul-
tiple licensed operators, vacation coverage, 
continuing education, and regulatory com-
pliance that would be difficult or expensive 
for a small town to maintain on its own.

The important point is that neither model 
should be accepted or rejected based on 
tradition alone.

Instead, Brookfield should evaluate 
whichever approach delivers the safest 
water, the greatest reliability, and the best 
value for taxpayers. Cost matters, but it 
should never be the only consideration. 
Public accountability, emergency response, 
institutional knowledge, regulatory com-
pliance, and long-term stability all deserve 
equal weight.

The encouraging news is that town lead-
ers appear committed to making that eval-
uation carefully. They are continuing the 
search for a superintendent while allowing 
themselves time to see how the outside 
contract performs before making any per-
manent decisions.

That is not indecision. It is good gover-
nance.

Sometimes the best leadership comes 
from acknowledging that circumstances 
have changed and that yesterday’s solu-
tions may not automatically be tomorrow’s. 
Communities across Massachusetts are 
confronting similar workforce shortages, 
and many will face the same questions 
Brookfield is asking today.

Residents may ultimately prefer a tradi-
tional town employee or conclude that a 
qualified outside operator offers greater sta-
bility. Either outcome can be successful if 
it is based on facts rather than assumptions.

Clean drinking water is among the most 
fundamental services any municipality pro-
vides. Brookfield’s residents deserve a sys-
tem that is reliable every day, regardless of 
who operates it.

For now, the town has secured that sta-
bility while taking the time to thoughtful-
ly consider its future. That is a practical 
approach worthy of support.

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:

When you reach my age, you really can 
appreciate, if not celebrate, how much the 
world has changed. I recall discussing the 
changes my grandmother saw, with her.  
One of her husband’s attributes was being 
good with horses. Electricity became 
common as did telephones. Cars evolved 
almost to the advent of electric ones. 
Individuals started owning computers. We 
were talking about space travel and had 
broken the sound barrier. Organ and joint 
transplants were no longer science fiction. 
Truman had dropped an atomic bomb and 
her 4 boys could now come home.

As a baby boomer, upward mobility was 
rampant. As technology and consumerism 
advanced, virtually everyone could own 
a home, a car, a TV and enjoy recreation  
Gas stations, supermarkets and big box 
stores bust onto the scene.   Main street 
gave way to malls   Vehicles went from 
transport to style and muscle   Camping 
became an affordable vacation. We were 
confident in a bigger, better future, the 
American way and prosperity just around 
the corner and readily achievable.

Fast forward to having worked for 
55   years, travelled the world, raised to 
Army vet sons and being very close to my 
grandkids (two vets, one still in).  I can›t 
say there were never financial struggles, 
but , as planned, retired debt free with 
savings   Able to support a son’s home 
remodel, and hoping to be able to help the 
grandkids in a world that has become hard 
to recognize. I grew up in $20,000 homes, 
bought $100,000-$200,000 homes, seeing 
those same homes inching towards being 
$1M homes, I worry how grandkids will 
be able to make those kind of payments.

On our honeymoon in Mexico almost 
50 years ago, the guide told us the econ-
omy there was the 1 percent with vast 
wealth, 5 percent well of, 10 percent com-
parable to our middle class, the rest strug-
gling with poverty. I have to say, I think 
we are moving into the same scenario.  
Just as buying stocks on margin crashed 
the stock market in the great depression, 
and just as we bailed out too big to fail 
banks, I have to disagree with Trumps 

cheshire cat Hassett, that people maxing 
out their credit cards to buy gas and gro-
ceries is an expression of confidence in 
the economy.

Does anyone remember the clown show 
called DOGE?   I pretty much disagree 
with the impact of those cuts across the 
board, but the savings are a bad joke when 
you look at government spending these 
days.  No bid contracts like the 18 million 
reflecting pool fiasco, that Trump drove 
a motorcade over its uncured surface, 
voiding any warrantee, vanity projects 
putting his face and name on everything, a 
«Free» ballroom that would no touch the 
Whitehouse and a “Free” plane, both of 
which will cost billions.

You almost cannot conceive of a cost 
number on the Iran war.  Even if you can 
do some kind of cost accounting, I prom-
ise it will not begin to represent what it 
cost the world, our nation and all of us 
individually. It appears that we no longer 
even raise an eyebrow seeing spending 
numbers resembling phone numbers DOJ 
has come back to the well without even 
being able to offer what more money 
would get us.

Speaking of money, Trump and 
his family grifting is very successful, 
Congress has now claimed they must do 
insider trading to survive (They might 
be right, living in D.C. and maintaining 
a district home on a $200,000 salary, 
may no longer be reasonable.)     Do we 
want our entire congress and government 
of, by and for the people, to only mean 
wealthy ones?  These folks overspend in 
trillions (Trump responsible for 19 of the 
32   trillion debt). Pay at least a million 
and get better help.   The alternative new 
normal is so far from most of we the peo-
ple’s life, that things like affordability of 
healthcare, gas, food, housing, education, 
childcare, even if on our radar, are not on 
theirs. A  new congress must start raising 
money immediately, and your lobby does 
not have it.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

The new normal

To the Editor:
On behalf of everyone at Second 

Chance Animal Services, I would like to 
extend our heartfelt thanks to the many 
golfers, volunteers, donors, sponsors, and 
community members who made our 14th 
Annual Charity Golf Tournament such a 
tremendous success.

When a community comes togeth-
er, amazing things happen for pets in 
need. The funds raised will help provide 
affordable veterinary care through our 
Community Veterinary Hospitals, ensur-
ing more pets receive the medical care 
they need while staying with the families 
who love them.

We are especially grateful to our gen-
erous sponsors whose support helped 
make this event possible. Our sincere 
thanks to Tito’s Handmade Vodka, Teddy 
Bear Pools & Spas, The Republican, and 
Herlihy Insurance Group for their leader-
ship support. We also thank Cornerstone, 
Embie Industries, IDEXX, Southbridge 

Credit Union, and SEM (Security 
Engineered Machinery) for their valued 
partnership.

We’re equally grateful to the business-
es and individuals who donated auction 
and raffle items, the volunteers who gave 
their time, Cold Spring Country Club for 
hosting another outstanding tournament, 
and everyone who chose to spend the day 
supporting our mission.

Together, you are helping ensure that 
families facing financial challenges can 
still access quality veterinary care for 
their beloved pets. Your generosity truly 
makes a difference, and we are honored 
to have such compassionate supporters 
standing beside us.

Thank you for helping pets receive the 
second chance they deserve.

Sincerely,
Lindsay Doray 

Chief Development Officer 
Second Chance Animal Services

East Brookfield

Thank you for giving pets the second chance they deserve

Editorial

To the Editor:

First, the polls. The well regard-
ed conservative British Magazine The 
Economist (that started publishing in 
1843) and the also well regarded polling 
firm YouGov  have been have been track-
ing we Americans opinions of Donald 
Trump’s second term since it began about 
555 days ago. Here are the key issues they 
have been tracking 

Inflation/prices (or “Affordability”- 
partly caused by ongoing Trump tariffs)  

Jobs and the economy
Foreign Policy (Including Iran, the war 

Trump chose to begin and despite massive 
cost and harm

Immigration (where before the 2024 
election, Trump forced Republicans to 
withdraw a strong Congress bill that 
would  have effectively and peacefully  
taken care of immigration problems . 

Overall, for about every American that 
approves  of Trump’s handling of these 
issues,  two disapprove. 

The Economist - YouGov effort also 

tracked Trump’s approval rating by state. 
They found that in about 48 out of our 52 
states more people disapproved of Trump 
policies and actions than approved of 
them. 

On to election interference. 

In less than four months, “We the 
People” will vote for members of the 
“United States” House of Representatives 
and Senate. Trump has shown again and 
again that he has little regard for democ-
racy and that he admires those who rule as 
dictators like those in Russia and China.  
So with very negative approval ratings 
and his desire to “rule,” it should come 
as no surprise that Trump might both not 
want a “free and fair election,”  and  that 
he would try to negatively affect election 
results.

Instead, it seems that Trump wants 
a “Heads I Win, Tails You Lose” 2026 
American Election.  That is either for citi-
zens who might go against his candidates, 

What the polls and Trump MAGA says about 
this year’s election tells us 

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Turn To LETTER page  A4
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I had three stops to make the 
other day. On paper, it should 
have taken about 30 minutes. Pick 
up one item, drop off another, 
grab a gallon of milk, and head 
home. An hour and 15 minutes 
later, I finally pulled into the 
driveway.

The funny thing is, I wasn’t 
delayed by traffic. I was delayed 
by people.

At the hardware store, I bumped into a 
fellow I hadn’t seen since last fall. We spent 
a few minutes talking about the weather, 
which, in New England, is less a conver-
sation starter than an ongoing community 
project. We compared notes on gardens, 
wondered whether we’d ever get enough 
rain, and somehow ended up discussing 
high school football schedules.

At the post office, another familiar face 
asked how my wife was doing. Before I 
could answer, someone else joined the con-
versation because they had overheard the 
question and knew exactly who we were 
talking about.

By the time I reached the grocery store, 
I had already had three conversations and 
learned about a church supper, a grandson’s 
first job, and a neighbor’s new puppy. None 
of it had anything to do with why I left the 
house.

It reminded me that errands used to be 
more than chores. They were social occa-
sions.

You never knew who you’d run into, and 
that was part of the experience. If someone 
spotted your car in a parking lot, there was 
a decent chance you’d meet them inside 
before you made it to the checkout.

Nowadays, efficiency seems to be the 
goal. Order online. Pick up curbside. Self-
checkout. Tap your card. Head home.

There’s nothing wrong with any of that. 
Sometimes convenience is exactly what 

we need.
But convenience has quietly 

eliminated some of the unexpect-
ed moments that make living in 
a small town feel different from 
living anywhere else.

Those chance encounters don’t 
accomplish much in the tradition-
al sense. They don’t shorten your 
to-do list or make you more pro-

ductive. What they do is remind you that 
you’re part of a community. You hear that 
someone’s daughter earned a scholarship. 
You learn that a longtime business owner 
is finally taking a vacation. You find out a 
neighbor had surgery and could use some-
one to mow the lawn next week. None of 
those updates arrive through an app. They 
travel the old-fashioned way—one conver-
sation at a time.

I suppose that’s why I’ve never been too 
bothered when an errand takes longer than 
expected. If I leave the house with a list of 
five things to do and come home having 
completed all five, that’s a successful trip. 
If I also come home knowing a little more 
about the people who share this corner 
of Massachusetts with me, that’s an even 
better one.

The older I get, the more I appreci-
ate those unscheduled conversations. 
They can’t be penciled into a calendar 
or squeezed between appointments. They 
simply happen when neighbors cross paths. 
And maybe that’s why they’re worth pro-
tecting. Because someday we’ll all finish 
our errands. What we’ll remember are the 
people we met along the way.

www.StonebridgePress.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs
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To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 7/27/26 was $4.49 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Burdett’s 
Trash 

Pickup 
LLC

“Why pay more it’s only trash” 
508-612-8093 

burdettstrashpickupllc.com
Family owned/operated 
servicing our community

 for 15+ years - 
Spencer, Leicester,
 Ware, Warren and

 all of the Brookfields. 
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To the Editor:
By now, many of you have seen the news 

about MassDems Chair Steve Kerrigan’s 
OUI case and his sentencing to probation. 
I’ve been asked what our committee thinks, 
and I wanted to share that in my own words 
rather than let the headlines speak for us.

Let’s be honest about it: drunk driving is 
dangerous, full stop. It puts our neighbors, 
our kids, our friends at risk on the road, and 
I won’t pretend otherwise just because it 
was someone on our side. That matters to 
me as a resident of Leicester long before it 
matters to me as a Democrat.

But here’s the truth, and I’ll say it as 
plainly as I can: none of us are infallible. 
Not me, not you, not anyone. Every single 
one of us has a moment we wish we could 
take back, a decision we’re not proud of, 
a night we’d do differently if we could. 
That’s not an excuse, it’s just what it means 
to be human. What actually separates a 
real leader from everyone else isn’t some 
myth of never messing up. It’s what you 
do the moment after. Steve didn’t run from 
this. He didn’t lawyer it away, didn’t spin 
it, didn’t make us read between the lines 
of some carefully worded non-apology. 
He stood up and said, plainly and without 
hedging, that this was on him. That takes 
more backbone than most people in pub-
lic life ever show, and I refuse to pretend 
otherwise.

So let me be direct about where we stand: 
we are not walking away from Steve, and 
we are not going to pretend we are for the 
sake of a headline. We stand behind him, 
fully, because he has met this moment the 

way we’d want any of us to be met if the 
roles were reversed, with honesty instead 
of hiding. We are holding him to a real 
standard, and he is meeting it in front of all 
of us, in public, with no do-overs. That is 
what accountability actually looks like, and 
our committee is proud to stand with him 
through it.

I’ll also say this, because it needs saying: 
contrast that with what we’re watching out 
of the current administration in Washington. 
We are living through a moment where the 
people at the very top dodge every question, 
deny every wrongdoing, and never once 
say the words ‘I was wrong.’ No account-
ability, no responsibility, just deflection and 
blame cast on everyone but themselves. 
Steve showed us the opposite of that. He 
showed us what it actually looks like when 
a leader tells the truth and faces the conse-
quences instead of hiding from them. That 
difference matters, and it’s exactly the kind 
of leadership our party should be proud to 
stand behind.

One more thing, and this one comes from 
the heart. If you’re heading out this summer 
for a cookout, a fundraiser, a night with 
friends, please plan your ride home before 
you have your first drink. Grab a cab, call a 
friend, use a rideshare app. It’s such a small 
thing to do, and it can save a life, maybe 
even your own.

Elizabeth M. Zito
Chair

Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee

Steve Kerrigan has shown us  
what real leadership looks like

Trump makes it difficult for them to vote, 
or if the vote goes against them, he says the 
election was “rigged.”

A list of what election specialists think 
Trump may or will try follows.

Saying the elections were “rigged”
Saying China interfered
Saying despite the fact that state and 

local officials like ours have consistently 
well run elections, that his federal govern-
ment must take over  our elections 

Saying mail in voting and voting 
machines can cause fraud

Saying we need to present their passport 
or birth certificate to register to vote. 

Saying that state and local officials need 
to turn over their voting rolls to the federal 
government 

Stationing ICE or federal similar law 
enforcement officials at voting sites.

We need to loudly support state and local 
election officials and  organizations like 
The League of Women voters, the Brennan 
Center, and the ACLU as they continue to 
protect our free and fair American elec-
tions.

Kevin Kane
Spencer 
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When every errand 
took a little longer

By CHARLES
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SPENCER — Jason Brewster, the newly 
elected Town Moderator of Spencer, is 
announcing the launch of “The Brewster 
Call,” a new community television show on 
Spencer Cable Access, Channel 192.

The show airs Fridays from 6 to 6:30 
p.m. and focuses on informed civic partici-
pation and respectful dialogue.

Special thanks to Spencer Cable Access 
for making this program possible and for 

its continued commitment to local program-
ming and community engagement.

“The Brewster Call” is produced by 
Jason Brewster in his capacity as a private 
citizen. The views expressed are his own 
and should not be construed as official 
statements or positions of the Spencer Town 
Moderator or the Town of Spencer.

For questions or episode suggestions, 
email thebrewstercall@gmail.com.

Major collaborative milestone marked at QCC Center Topping Off
WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 

Community College celebrated a major 
construction milestone with a Topping 
Off Ceremony for its new QCC Center, 
marking the completion of the build-
ing’s structural frame. State and local 
leaders, project partners, and members 
of the college community gathered to 
witness the raising of the final beam 
and celebrate the progress of this trans-
formational project.

"Through careful planning, advoca-
cy, fundraising, design and construc-
tion, the vision is now becoming a 
reality,” said QCC President Dr. Luis 
Pedraja. “Most importantly, this will 
create opportunities for students to 
develop the skills they need to succeed 
in today’s workforce and strengthen the 
connection between education, industry 
and our community."

The event featured a ceremonial beam 
signing and remarks from Pedraja; State 
Sen. Robyn Kennedy; State Rep. James 
O’Day; Worcester Mayor Joseph Petty; 
Assistant Secretary Robert LePage of 
the Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Education; Deputy Commissioner Dr. 
Richard Riccardi of the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Education; 
Commissioner Adam Baacke of the 
Massachusetts Division of Capital 
Asset Management and Maintenance 
(DCAMM); and Craig Skurka, oper-
ations manager for Gilbane Building 
Company.

"The raising of the beam is a moment 
for us to give gratitude and thank those 
who have stepped up to make this a 
reality,” Kennedy said. “As you join 
into the growing skyline of Worcester, 
we continue to grow with you. By sign-
ing our names to these beams, we are 
signing our commitment to make sure 
the school continues to be successful.”

The Topping Off Ceremony com-
memorated the progress of the $37.4 
million renovation and expansion proj-
ect, which is transforming a 1960s-era 
athletic facility into a modern, accessi-
ble hub for learning, workforce devel-

opment and student life.
Upon completion, the 57,000-square-

foot facility will feature advanced 
manufacturing and robotics laborato-
ries, hospitality training spaces, flexi-
ble classrooms and revitalized athletic 
facilities. The project also includes sig-
nificant upgrades to aging infrastruc-
ture and accessibility improvements 
designed to create a more inclusive 
and welcoming environment for all 
students.

“This project is so important to the 
mission and vision of Quinsigamond 
Community College, the region 
it serves and the Commonwealth,” 
Riccardi said. “We know that holistic 
student success incorporates curricular 
and co-curricular initiatives, and this 
project provides the infrastructure to 
check both of those boxes.”

Speakers highlighted the collabora-
tive partnership among the college, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and 
project stakeholders that have made 
this investment possible.

“It is a necessity that we continue 
to improve our community college 
environments,” O’Day said. “The leg-
islature has made it very clear that 
not only is higher ed important, but 
certainly the community college seg-

ment is equally as important. It’s been 
an honor to be able to represent the 
college.“

While the majority of the renovation 
is funded by DCAMM, the project 
reflects the type of transformational 
campus investment envisioned through 
the Commonwealth's BRIGHT Act (An 
Act to Build Resilient Infrastructure 
to Generate Higher Education 
Transformation). The statewide ini-
tiative is designed to support mod-
ernization of public higher education 
facilities.

“I want to thank our legislative part-
ners for championing the BRIGHT 
Act to date and hopefully getting it 
across the finish line so we can keep 
doing impactful projects like this one,” 
Baacke said. “As someone whose par-
ents both worked at community col-
leges, I know there are few things we 
do that are more important in chang-
ing the lives of residents across the 
Commonwealth than what community 
colleges do every day.”

Designed to achieve LEED Gold 
certification, the facility will sup-
port improved energy performance, 
enhanced indoor air quality and long-
term sustainability goals.

“Buildings like this bring jobs to 
your community – great-paying oppor-
tunities for advancement. We are look-

ing forward to continuing to make 
these investments. They are about the 
future of the economy,” LePage said.

Skurka recognized the efforts of the 
construction team and project partners 
in reaching the milestone safely and 
efficiently.

“Today's event celebrates a signif-
icant construction milestone and the 
many people and partnerships helping 
us bring this project to life,” Skurka 
said. “At Gilbane, we are committed to 
creating healthy, safe and sustainable 
spaces that have a lasting effect on the 
community. We are honored to partner 
with QCC on this transformative proj-
ect.”

The QCC Center is expected to open 
in Fall 2027 and will serve as a center-
piece of the college's campus, creating 
new opportunities for hands-on learn-
ing, workforce training and community 
engagement.

“When we look at this structure, 
we aren’t just looking at steel beams 
and concrete; we’re looking at the 
literal framework of Worcester’s eco-
nomic future,” said Petty. “True prog-
ress means lifting everyone up. By 
expanding physical accessibility and 
producing state-of-the-art, energy-ef-
ficient systems, QCC is ensuring our 
green energy and equity goals move 
forward.”

Courtesy Photo

Left to right: Deputy Commissioner Dr. Richard Riccardi of the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education; QCC Trustee Dr. Barur Rajeshkumar; 
QCC Trustee Dr. Satya Mitra; Commissioner Adam Baacke of the Massachusetts Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance (DCAMM); 
QCC Board Chair Dr. Linda Maykel; QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja; State Sen. Robyn Kennedy; State Rep. James O’Day; Assistant Secretary Robert 
LePage of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Education; Worcester Mayor Joseph Petty; QCC Student Trustee Dawit Quilty and Craig Skurka, 
operations manager for Gilbane Building Company.
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K’Lonie is an active and vibrant teen-
age girl, known for her love of all things 
girly. She enjoys getting her hair and 
nails done, experimenting with makeup, 
and expressing her creativity through 
different styles. K’Lonie also has a pas-
sion for photography and enjoys cap-
turing moments through pictures. She 
loves watching videos and graphics that 
align with her interests, always looking 
for inspiration. In addition, K’Lonie is a 
music lover who enjoys humming along 
toher favorite songs. She has a warm 
and engaging personality, making her a 

joy to be around. 
 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22543875088 

Can I Adopt?             
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.            

K’Lonie 
Age 16 

Registration # 5794 

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

PRIME RIB 
EVERY FRIDAY 

AND SATURDAY 
STARTING AT 5PM

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Spencer Town Moderator
launches new community television 

show, “The Brewster Call”
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WARE — Workshop13’s ArtWorks 
Gallery in Ware presents a new exhi-
bition called LandEscape. This exhibi-
tion aims to expand or even reimagine 
the traditional landscape as a personal 
sanctuary and to document the diverse 
spatial forms of escapism that we 
need to recharge our spirits. ArtWorks 
Gallery is located at 69 Main St. in 
Ware. LandEscape is on display from 
June 27 through Aug. 2. Gallery hours 
are Saturdays and Sundays from 1-4pm. 
For those who cannot attend the show 
in person, a virtual gallery is available 
for viewing at workshop13.org.

Fine artist Shona Macdonald served 
as the juror for LandEscape. Kathy 
Halper was awarded Best in Show for 
her striking painting, “Tree Shadows.” 
Halper is self-taught, exhibiting artist 
with 30+ years of experience and a 
portfolio of work ranging from paint-
ing, mixed media, and textiles, to 
sculpture. Career highlights include 
exhibition opportunities at Art Basel 
Miami, gallery representation in NYC/
Los Angeles/Chicago, a profile in 
Huffington Post as well as other inter-
national publications.

Porter Gifford received an Honorable 
Mention: Work on Paper for Pool “#3174, 
Concord, MA,” and Jackie Boudreau 
Kinsey received an Honorable Mention: 
Painting for “Shivelight Dream.” Three 
works received an Honorable Mention: 
Creative Interpretation: “Consolation” 
by Cai Vail, “Refuge: Azores Beach” by 
Richard Wollman, and “Small Feather” 
by Cathy Durso. Each of these artists 
and their works will be spotlighted on 
Workshop13’s social media pages as 
well as in their weekly newsletter.

ArtWorks Gallery is offering a free 
plein air painting session outside the 
gallery (inside if it’s raining) facilitated 
by fine artist Loretta Medeiros. This 

session will take place on Saturday, July 
18, from 1:30-4 p.m. Artists can bring 
their own materials, and Workshop13 
can supplement. This plein air session 
is free and open to the public.

About ArtWorks Gallery and 
Workshop13

ArtWorks Gallery is Workshop13’s 
gallery on Main Street. This space 
features numerous art exhibitions each 
year and is also available to rent for 
individual or group shows. Workshop13 
is a dynamic center where arts, culture, 
and community converge—expanding 
access to the arts and nurturing cre-
ativity and self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more information visit 
workshop13.org, or call 413-277-6072.

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $300/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Jonathan Pasqule
Arborist on Duty

Jonathan.Pasquale
@gmail.com

Stockbridge Alumni
Brookfield, MA

Insured

JD PASQUALE
TREE 

508-769-5489

www.StonebridgePress.com
For 

Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Courtesy Photo

Michael Pillsbury, Director, of Pillsbury Funeral Homes in North Brookfield, Brookfield, Barre, and 
Spencer, is proud to celebrate 35 years as a licensed Massachusetts Funeral Director. Together 
with his wife Michelle, Michael owns and operates the four family-run funeral homes, continuing 
a proud tradition of service that began over 60 years ago. The Pillsbury’s have dedicated their 
lives to providing compassionate, professional care to families throughout Central Massachusetts, 
upholding the values of dignity, respect, and community that define the Pillsbury name. Michael 
and Michelle are the proud parents of five children — Kory, Katelyn, Michael Jr., Colin, and Connor 
— and are deeply grateful to the many families who have placed their trust in Pillsbury Funeral 
Homes over the years, as well as to their devoted staff for their continued commitment and care.

ArtWorks Gallery invites art-lovers to LandEscape

East Brookfield Summer 
Concert series underway

Courtesy Photo

Art-lovers at the opening reception of 
LandEscape.

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East 
Brookfield Bandstand Committee is once 
again bringing live music to Connie 
Mack Field this summer with six free 
Thursday evening concerts celebrating 
local talent, classic rock, and community 
traditions. Organized entirely by volun-
teers, the committee relies on sponsor-
ships, food sales, and donations to make 
the annual series possible.

This year's lineup features a variety 
of musical styles, beginning with The 
Otters on July 16, followed by hometown 
favorites Big Gunz (July 23), classic rock 
tribute band Brookfield Rhythm (July 
30), Beatles tribute 4Ever Fab (Aug. 

6), the rotating ensemble 'Dentity Crisis 
(August 13), and the Brookfield-based 
rock trio Moonlight Saints closing the 
season on Aug. 20. Highlights include 
'Dentity Crisis's special performance cel-
ebrating the 45th anniversary of The 
Rolling Stones' rehearsals at Long View 
Farm in neighboring North Brookfield, 
as well as the farm's connections to The 
J. Geils Band and Aerosmith.

The East Brookfield Summer Concert 
Series continues to provide an opportu-
nity for neighbors and visitors alike to 
gather, enjoy live music, and celebrate 
the community.  We would love to see 
you there!
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WORCESTER — 
Mechanics Hall announc-
es the 2026-2027 season 
of Club 321, expanding 
its popular live music 
series to 12 performanc-
es spanning July 2026 
through June 2027.

The season opens July 
30 and introduces a new 
full-season subscription, 
giving audiences more 
opportunities to experi-
ence outstanding region-
al, national, and interna-
tional artists in an infor-
mal club setting.

With the launch of Club 
321 in 2022, Mechanics 
Hall created an invit-
ing listening room in 
the iconic landmark’s 
Washburn Hall, show-
casing exceptional musi-
cians across blues, jazz, 
soul, folk, Americana, 
and world music.

Now presented one 
Thursday evening every 
month, the series has 
earned a loyal follow-
ing for its relaxed atmo-
sphere and outstanding 
live performances.

New this season, audi-
ences may purchase a 
full-season subscription, 
receiving tickets to all 
12 performances for the 
price of 10. Individual 
tickets are $30, while a 
season subscription is 
$300. Mechanics Hall 
members receive an 
additional 10 percent dis-
count on both individual 
tickets and subscriptions.

"Club 321 gives audi-
ences the chance to discov-
er incredible musicians in 
a setting where every seat 

feels close to the stage," 
said Christon Carney, 
education and outreach 
manager for Mechanics 
Hall and the curator of 
this season’s series. "This 
season brings together art-
ists representing a wide 
range of musical tradi-
tions—from returning 
audiences’ favorites to 
performers making their 
Club 321 debut. Every 
concert offers something 
unique, while maintain-
ing the high caliber of 
musicianship audiences 
have come to expect from 
Mechanics Hall."

Club 321 takes place 
in Washburn Hall at 
Mechanics Hall, with cab-
aret tables, theater seat-
ing, and standing room 
creating a relaxed club 
atmosphere. Doors open 
at 6:15 p.m., with perfor-
mances from 7 to approx-
imately 9 p.m. Events are 
open to guests ages 18 and 
older and include a cash 
bar, a featured signature 
cocktail, and charcuterie 
prepared by Worcester 

local Charcuterie by 
Cherise.

Tickets available at 
mechanicshall.org.

2026–2027 Club 321 
Schedule

July 30 – Robbie Pate 
(jazz, soul & R&B)

Aug. 20 – Carlos Odria 
& RioFlow (Latin jazz & 
world music)

Sept. 24 – Albino 
Mbie (Afro-pop & global 
music)

Oct. 22 – Greg Piccolo 
& Heavy Juice (blues 
& R&B): Presented in 
partnership with 90.5 
WICN's Brian Barlow 
Series

Nov. 12 – Mark 
Mandeville & Raianne 
Richards (folk & 
Americana)

Dec. 10 – Michelle 
"Evil Gal" Willson 
(blues & soul)Artists for 
the following dates will 
be announced:

Jan. 21
Feb. 18
March 11
April 8
May 13

June 10
About Mechanics Hall
Steeped in the rich 

history of 19th-century 
Worcester, Mechanics 
Hall is internationally 
regarded as one of the 
world's great concert 
halls. Regionally, it is a 
gathering place celebrat-
ed for its architecture, 
acoustics, and vibrant 
cultural programming. 
In addition to serving as 
a premier performance 
venue and recording 
venue, Mechanics Hall 
offers inspiring cultural 
experiences through con-
certs, educational initia-
tives, community

events, a youth chorus, 
and collaborative part-
nerships.

Mechanics Hall is a 
nonprofit organization 
owned and operated by 
the Worcester County 
Mechanics Association, 
established in 1842. It 
is listed on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places. Learn more at 
MechanicsHall.org.

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Notice of Public Hearing– Planning 
Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
August 18, 2026, in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, MA, and the hear-
ing will be conducted in person and 
remotely on the following items start-
ing at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter 
as can be heard:
Public Hearing Scenic Road Permit– 
Applicant: Harold Leaming-Code 
Consultants.; Owner: Samuel Shaw-
Phoenix Properties LLC: 23 William 
Casey Road, Spencer, MA, Assessor’s 
Map R01-15-2. The applicant is seek-
ing a Scenic Road Permit under 
M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 15C, to 
remove 24’ of stone wall for driveway 
access for a single family dwelling. 
The property is located within the 
Rural Residential (RR) zoning district.
July 31, 2026
August 7, 2026

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
public meeting to be held on Tues-

day, August 11, 2026, in the Mc-
Court Social Hall of Memorial Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA, 
a public hearing will be held on the 
following items starting at 7:00 p.m. 

or as soon thereafter as can be 
heard:

Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 
Zoning Board of Appeals

Variance Finding– Applicant: Ser-
rato Signs/ Sean McGlone; Owner: 

BVR Realty Trust: Location 177 
Main Street, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map U14-63-0. The applicant is 

seeking a Variance under Sections 
6.5.3.C.2 (Sign/ Regulations/ Village 
Residential) and 7.3 (Variance Re-
quirements) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to install a ground-mounted 
sign 91 inches in height, 64 inches 
in width, totaling 33.25 square feet. 
Current Zoning for VR only allows 
12 square feet. The property is in 

the Village Residential (VR) district.
July 24, 2026
July 31, 2026

Town of Spencer 
Conservation Commission 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Jeffrey & Laura Donahue have filed 
an NOI with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission for a proposed detached 
garage located at 53 Jolicoeur 
Avenue, Spencer, MA. 
Applications can be reviewed at the 
Office of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hear-
ing regarding these filings will be 
held by the Spencer Conservation 
Commission in McCourt Social Hall 
at Town Hall, 157 Main Street, on 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026 at which 
time all persons having an interest 
may be present or call in remotely to 
participate. Conservation Commission 
meetings open at 6:15 p.m. 
July 31, 2026

At the Zoning Board of Appeals 
public meeting to be held on 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026, in the 
McCourt Social Hall of Memorial 

Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will 

be held on the following items 
starting at 7:00 p.m. or as soon 

thereafter as can be heard: 
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Variance Finding– Applicant/ 

Owner: Paul and Denise Parker: 
Location 22 Sunberg Road, 

Spencer Assessor’s Map R13-20-2. 
The applicant is seeking a Variance 

under Sections 5.2.6 (Detached 
Accessory Structures) and 7.3 
(Variance Requirements) of the 

Spencer Zoning Bylaw to install a 
shed in the front setback.  Current 
Zoning for RR is 55 feet, and the 

request is to change to 37 feet. The 
property is in the Rural Residential 

(RR) district. 
July 24, 2026
July 31, 2026

LEGALS

Ann Elizabeth 
(McComas) Walsh, 
85, daughter of James 
and Stella (Niejadlik) 
McComas, passed 
away peacefully on 
May 23, 2026 with her 
loving husband by her 
side. Ann courageous-

ly had been fighting a cancer diagnosis 
for over a year. She is survived by 
her husband of 60 years, James, her 
brother, William, and his wife Nancy 
McComas of Spencer, her nephew 
Zachary McComas and his wife Katie 
Weideman of Charlton, and niece Kate 
(McComas) Paquin and her husband, 
Mark, of Northbridge, a great nephew, 
James Paquin, and three great nieces, 
Sadie Paquin, and Mallory and Keegan 
McComas. Her parents, and broth-
er, John McComas, predeceased her. 
Ann grew up in Spencer, graduating 
from David Prouty High School in 

1958. After graduating, Ann worked 
at Worcester Wire (National Standard) 
as an executive secretary. She was a 
member of the Worcester Ski Club and 
was how she met her husband, Jim, 
at Mount Snow, Vt. Ann married and 
moved to New York where she con-
tinued as an executive secretary for 
various companies and moved to many 
states throughout her life. They final-
ly settled in Wisconsin where their 
home overlooks the Mississippi River. 
During her life, Ann served as a mem-
ber for many years of the National 
Ski Patrol at various mountains. Ann 
also was a member of the Ladies 
Harley Davidson club of Dubuque. 
Per Ann’s request, there will be no 
funeral services. A mass of remem-
brance will be at a later date for local 
family and friends. Donations in Ann’s 
memory can be made to the American 
Cancer Society or to Mary, Queen of the 
Rosary Church food pantry in Spencer.

Ann Elizabeth Walsh, 85
SPENCER: Dorothy 

A. (Luszey) Keyes,90, 
of Spencer, died 
Saturday, July 18th at 
Quaboag Nursing & 
Rehabilitation, West 
Brookfield after a long 
illness. Her husband; 
William E. Keyes, 

Sr., died in 2018. She leaves her sons; 
William E. Keyes, Jr. and his wife Pamela 
of Spencer and Kenneth M. Keyes, and 
his wife Althea Alpine of Spencer, and 
her daughter Jacqueline; her sister; Ann 
M. Austin and her husband Harry of 
Spencer, three grandsons; Casey and Tyler 
Keyes and Nicholas Thyden and his mom 
Rhonda Thyden, godson, David Austin, 
John Austin, many nieces and nephews. 
She was born in Spencer, the daughter of 
Joseph and Rita M. (Ethier) Luszey. She 
is predeceased by  her brother  Mike 
Luszey and his wife Mary Ann Luszey of 
Washington.

Dot was a kind hearted lady with a 
strong faith and devotion to God. She 
enjoyed cooking and spending time with 
her family, especially her grandsons. Dot 
was very close to her sister Ann and her 
brother Mike. They shared a special fami-
ly bond. Throughout the years, Dot was an 
avid Red Sox and Patriots fan and enjoyed 
shopping, especially on Friday nights at 
Spags. She was a member of Mary Queen 
of the Rosary. The family would like 
to extend a thank you to all the staff at 
Quaboag Nursing Home and especially to 
Bev and to all the nurses and caring staff.

 A graveside service was held for Dot on 
Tuesday, July 28th in Worcester County 
Memorial Park, Paxton. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions may be made to: Mary 
Queen of the Rosary Memorial Fund, 
46 Maple Street, Spencer, MA 01562  in 
Memory of Dot Keyes.  The J.HENRI 
MORIN & SON FUNERAL HOME  is 
directing arrangements for the family.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Dorothy A. Keyes,90

OBITUARIES

Mechanics Hall expands Club 321
to year-round concert series

Magician Ed Popielarczyk bringing 
family show to East Brookfield library
EAST BROOKFIELD 

— Families are invited to 
experience an entertaining 
morning of magic, balloon 
art, and comedy when magi-
cian Ed Popielarczyk vis-
its the library on Thursday, 
Aug. 13, at 10:30 a.m.

The free program is open 
to all ages and will feature 

Popielarczyk's interactive 
magic show, along with his 
colorful balloon creations 
and his unique flea circus 
performance.

Popielarczyk has been 
performing magic for near-
ly 35 years, delighting 
audiences throughout New 
England with a blend of 

humor, audience participa-
tion, and family-friendly 
entertainment.

Library officials encour-
age community members of 
all ages to attend and enjoy 
the performance. The event 
is designed to provide a fun 
and engaging experience for 
children and adults alike.
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renewed enthusiasm for 
the months ahead.

For more information 
or to register, visit the 

Leicester Democratic 
Town Committee's Web 

site, ldtcmass.org.LEICESTER — The 
Leicester Democratic 
Town Committee is 
inviting Democrats 
from across Central 
Massachusetts to gath-
er for an afternoon of 
food, conversation, and 
community at its second 
annual Potluck BBQ.

The event is designed 
to bring together local 
residents and party mem-
bers to reconnect with 
friends, meet new peo-
ple, exchange ideas, and 
strengthen relationships 
ahead of the upcoming 
election season.

Organizers encour-
age attendees to bring 
a favorite dish to share 
while enjoying an infor-
mal afternoon focused 
on fellowship and civic 
engagement.

"Come together with 
Democratic friends 

from across Central 
Massachusetts for an 
afternoon of great food, 
laughter, and meaning-
ful conversation," orga-
nizers said in the event 
announcement. "It's a 
chance to reconnect with 
old friends, make new 
ones, share ideas, and 
strengthen the relation-
ships that will help us 
work together during the 
upcoming election sea-
son."

Participants are asked 
to bring a potluck item 
and are encouraged 
to RSVP by Sunday, 
Aug. 16. Registration 
is required, as the event 
location will only be pro-
vided to those who regis-
ter in advance.

Organizers said they 
hope attendees will 
leave with new connec-
tions, fresh ideas, and 

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSummerSummer

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

774-241-0216
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

COLONNA 
ELECTRIC  

LLC
Lic.# A1-8844

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL, 

GENERATORS,
FIRE ALARM & 
EV CHARGERS

   Call 
(508)

234-4889

ELECTRICIAN GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

HURLEY HURLEY 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  Cut, Split,  
DeliveredDelivered
GREENGREEN

$230$230 per cord per cord
Call John at  Call John at  

508-958-4350508-958-4350

FIREWOODFIREWOODPainting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

Brighten Your Curb Appeal 
With a Power Wash 

Locally Owned, Operated And Insured. 
Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts 

Call Today For A Free Estimate 
Over 15 Years Experience

Call Today: 774-241-6399

www.StonebridgePress.com

Leicester Democratic Town Committee 
plans second annual potluck barbecue

Girl Scout Troop
welcomes new members

SPENCER — 
Girls entering grades 
Kindergarten and 1 in the 
fall are invited to join 
Troop 65501.The troop 
meets in Spencer every 
other Sunday, 4:30-
5:45 p.m. Girl member-
ship registration fee is 
$111, and is active until 
September 30, 2027. 
Financial Assistance is 
available.

Girl Scouts is the pre-
mier organization for 

girls to learn about lead-
ership, financial literacy, 
life skills, the outdoors, 
community service, sci-
ence and technology. Girl 
Scout programming is 
customizable for all types 
of learners! Previous Girl 
Scout experience is not 
necessary.

You can register for 
a spot in the troop at 
h t tps : / /go .gscwm.org/
troop65501. Questions? 
E-mail info@gscwm.org 

or call 508-365-0115.

About Girl Scouts of 
Central and Western 
Massachusetts

Girl Scouts of 
Central and Western 
Massachusetts serves 
nearly 6,000 girls in 
grades K through 12 
with the strong support 
of over 2,500 adult vol-
unteers in 186 towns 
and cities in central and 
western Massachusetts. 

The Girl Scout program 
allows girls to discover 
the fun, friendship, and 
power of girls together 
while building their per-
sonal leadership qualities. 
GSCWM supports girls 
by giving them extraor-
dinary opportunities to 
explore, experience, and 
learn about their world 
and helps girls recognize 
that they are vital mem-
bers of their communi-
ties.
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774-200-7308

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Now Hiring: Registered Nurse (RN)

St. Joseph’s Abbey Resident Care Facility in 
Spencer, MA, is seeking a Registered Nurse 

(RN) for 3 morning shifts per week, 5:30 
AM–9:30 AM, to provide nursing care, admin-

ister medications, and assess residents.

Current Massachusetts RN license required.

Interested applicants may call 508-885-8702, 
or email jamie@spencerabbey.org  

for more information.

WEBSTER — On Wednesday, June 
10, Saint Joseph School Kindergarten 
students and their families gathered 
in the Richard A. Nowak Gymnasium 
to celebrate an exciting milestone 
as the students participated in their 
Kindergarten Graduation Ceremony. 
Dressed proudly in traditional Saint 
Joseph School red and white caps and 
gowns, the students processed into the 
gymnasium as family members, facul-
ty, and friends looked on with pride.

The ceremony began with welcome 
remarks from Kindergarten Instructor, 
Mrs. Alicia Maurer, followed by the 
students leading the audience in the 
Pledge of Allegiance, The Our Father, 
and The Hail Mary. The graduates 
then showcased their talents through 
musical performances of “One Small 
Voice,” “Hosanna!,” and “Kindergarten 
Graduation,” inspired by songs from 
the beloved musical Grease.

One of the highlights of the morning 

was the students sharing what they 
hope to become when they grow up. 
Their dreams reflected both creativity 
and ambition, with students sharing 
aspirations of becoming teachers, sing-
ers, a nurse, police officer, astronaut, 
soccer player, veterinarian, zoologist, 
artist, baker, banker, builder, construc-
tion worker, gymnastics coach, balleri-
na teacher, dog sitter, reading teacher, 
and even a Savannah Bananas baseball 
player. The wide variety of responses 
brought smiles to the audience and 
served as a reminder of the limitless 
potential within this special group of 
students.

The ceremony concluded with the 
presentation of graduation certificates 
by Principal Beth Boudreau, followed 
by a special slideshow celebrating 
memorable moments from the school 
year and the many accomplishments of 
the Kindergarten Class of 2026.

This year, 23 students proudly 

advanced to First Grade: Joel Anobah, 
Gloria Basha, Wesley Goulet, Maeve 
Haynes, Anna Berry, Zuzanna Bialik, 
Faustyna Kicilinski, Giovanni Laramee, 
Alex Chruslicki, Emy Corbin, Lillith 
Marchand, Elliette Nowicki, Sadie 
Dejordy, Milena Deptula, Eve Pytko, 
Sonny Saad, Marcus DiTullio-Cedeno, 
Sophia Dowd, Robert Thrun, Brody 
Walker, Charles Dziedzic, Aceson 
Wright, and Emilia Dziobak.

Saint Joseph School Kindergarten 
students are taught by Mrs. Alicia 
Maurer, with the support of Mrs. Sandra 
Gibson, whose dedication, encourage-
ment, and care helped prepare these 
young learners for a successful transi-
tion into First Grade.

Congratulations to the Saint Joseph 
School Kindergarten Class of 2026. We 
wish each of these students continued 
success as they begin the next chapter 
of their educational journey!

Saint Joseph School celebrates Kindergarten Class of 2026

BHS Class of 1986 seeks 
community’s help locating 

classmates for 40th reunion

Courtesy Photo

The Saint Joseph School Kindergarten Class of 2026 proudly displays their graduation certificates following their ceremony on Wednesday, June 10, 
in the Richard A. Nowak Gymnasium.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

WEBSTER — The eighth-grade students 
of All Saints Academy recently traveled 
to Outdoor Classroom in Freedom, New 
Hampshire, for an unforgettable three-day 
educational experience that blended outdoor 
adventure, environmental science, engineer-
ing, teamwork, and personal growth. This 
field study served as a culminating activity of 
their years at the school and was selected by 
them among several opportunities.

During their stay, students engaged in 
hands-on science and engineering activi-
ties that brought key concepts to life. In 
a bridge-building challenge inspired by 
Leonardo da Vinci, they constructed wooden 
structures held together solely by gravity and 
friction—without nails or glue—and test-
ed their strength by walking across them. 
They also collaborated to build a four-level, 
25-foot-tall PVC geodesic dome, gaining a 
deeper understanding of the physics behind 
its stability. In addition, students applied prac-
tical outdoor skills through cooking activi-
ties, building fires and preparing food while 
connecting scientific concepts to real-world 
applications.

Beyond their academic experiences, stu-
dents participated in team-building activi-
ties that fostered communication, leadership, 
cooperation, and problem-solving. Whether 
hiking wooded trails, engaging in group ini-
tiatives, learning new outdoor skills, or simply 
enjoying the tranquility of the lake at sunset, 
they built confidence while deepening trust 
and strengthening peer relationships.

Evening programs provided opportunities 
for reflection, recreation, and community 
building, with sing-alongs creating lasting 
memories that will remain with students long 
after graduation.

All Saints Academy eighth graders
experience learning beyond the classroom

The Outdoor Classroom experience offers 
meaningful opportunities for students to grow 
academically, socially, and personally while 
enjoying the beauty of New Hampshire’s 
natural surroundings. All Saints Academy is 
grateful to the dedicated professionals whose 
passion and commitment help foster a lasting 
connection between students and the natural 
world, making this memorable educational 
adventure possible.

REGION — As the Bartlett High School 
Class of 1986 prepares to celebrate its 40th 
reunion on Sept. 26, organizers are asking the 
community for assistance in locating class-
mates who have not yet been reached through 
social media or via text.

To make the process simple, the reunion 
committee has created a short contact-infor-
mation form and is encouraging residents, 
friends, and former classmates to help spread 
the word. If you know someone on the “miss-
ing classmates” list, organizers ask that you 
text them the link to the form so they can 
update their information.

Contact Info Form: https://tinyurl.com/
BHS1986-40Years

If it’s easier, you may also complete the 
form on a classmate’s behalf—so long as you 
have their current contact details. Organizers 
emphasize that any help tracking them down 
is truly appreciated, as personal connections 
often succeed where digital outreach falls 
short.

A list of classmates the committee is hoping 
to locate appears below. With the communi-
ty’s support, they hope every member of the 
Class of ’86 will have the opportunity to join 
this milestone celebration.

Peter Allain
Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek
Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy
Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown
Paul Browning
Paul Bugan
Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt
Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
Daniel Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb
Ken Cournoyer
Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy DusoSelina Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto
Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau
Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle
Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer
Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher
Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch
Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross
Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba
Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok
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ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

EAST BROOKFIELD
$365,000

*Overesied Garage
*385' Yard

*2-3 Bedroom
*Hardwood Floors

*Immaculate
*Room to Expamd

Maria Reed
508-873-9256

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*1600 Sq. ft. * 3 Bedroom 
*Garage

 * Amazing Waterviews
*Private Dock

34 Lake Sargent Dr  
$634,500

LEICESTER- 
WATERFRONT!!!

*2 Acres * Hardwood Floors Throughout * 20’ Great Room * Gas Heat 
*Central Air *Gourmet Kitchen w/ Quartz Countertops * 8’ Center Island

128 Old Southbridge Rd $679,000

DUDLEY- ASK ABOUT BUYERS INCENTIVES

*Unbelievable Yard “A Botanical Garden” * 3 Bedrooms 
* Country Kitchen * Wide Pine Floors

 * Updated Roofing, Siding, Heating * Garage
95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500

CHARLTON - NEW CONSTRUCTION

*Garage
*Open and Spacious
*3 Bedroom * Office

*HW Floors
*1st Floor Family Room

9 Colonial Rd $565,000

SUTTON- 1.4 acres

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS!

SZYMCZAK SELLS!!!
DUDLEY- 45 ALDEA AVE.

CALL BOB

508-367-9226 CALL JO-ANN

774-230-5044

SOLD

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely 
home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths,  2 
car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!                        $1,100,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 3 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 
MLS # 73534271 $679,900 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic 
Views across mid-section 
of Webster Lake! View the 
lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula 
providing 2 Shorelines. 
Fireplaced Living Room! 
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! 
Central Air. Garage.                       

$ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront!!
On Indian Point # 10

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  $479,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Dudley - 3 Marshall Terrace  
A Contractor’s Opportunity! 
8,000 SF (80’x100’) level lot, 
great location, est. neighbor-
hood, key resources > town 
water & sewer & natural gas in 
street.  By appointment only!

.
MLS No. 73544127 $155,000.

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   

Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an 
exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ 
featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for re-
laxation & convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS $999,900.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

Experience ultra-luxury lake-
front living on prestigious 
Webster Lake. This master-
fully designed, brand-new 
construction masterpiece 
spans 2,556 square feet of 
sophisticated, two-story living 
space optimized for pano-
ramic Western water views 
and direct lake access. The 
upper level features a mag-
nificent primary bedroom 
suite, anchoring an exquisite 
year-round sunroom that 
flows seamlessly onto an ex-
pansive open deck. Designed 
for seamless entertaining, the 
lower level serves as a private 

guest floor, complete with a full second kitchen, additional bedroom, and premium fin-
ishes throughout. From morning coffee to sunset gatherings, you’ll enjoy every minute 
while overlooking the water from the lakeside deck, gorgeous covered patio, open 2nd 
story deck/sunroom. Every detail of this high-end estate redefines waterfront elegance.
MLS#73542689  $1,550,000.

Webster Lake - 26 Laurelwood Dr

Webster- 18 DiDonato Ave 
THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
B L E - O N E - L E V E L - M O V E - I N -
READY-RANCH!  Offers 980 SF+, 2 
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room.  Situated on a 
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage, 
a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
RAGE!  Conveniently located in East 
Village. First Time Offered!
MLS #73534105 $333,000

Featured New Listing!
Webster Lake Waterfront 

“Newly Constructed” - 26 Laurelwood Dr
Up & Ready For Your Viewing!

SORRY, SOLD!

Open House Sunday 11 - 2 

Open House Sunday 11 - 1 

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

Bay Path celebrates 59 CTI graduates, expands workforce training programs
CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional 

Vocational Technical High School 
proudly celebrated the graduation of 
59 students from its Career Technical 
Initiative (CTI) program last evening, 
marking a significant milestone in 
the program’s continued growth and 
impact.

The CTI program, launched in 2024, 
provides adult learners with access to 
high-quality, hands-on technical train-
ing designed to meet regional work-
force demands. Last night’s graduates 
represent a diverse group of individu-
als who demonstrated dedication, per-
severance, and a strong commitment to 
building new career pathways. Many 
balanced work, family, and personal 
responsibilities while completing rig-
orous 200-hour training programs that 
prepare them for immediate employ-

ment in high-demand industries.
“This graduating class represents the 

heart of what the CTI program is all 
about—opportunity, access, and work-
force readiness,” said Marci Komssi, 
Program Coordinator. “We are incred-
ibly proud of these 59 graduates and 
the determination they demonstrated 
throughout the program.”

The success of the CTI program 
is made possible through continued 
state investment and workforce devel-
opment partnerships. As part of the 
Commonwealth’s commitment to eco-
nomic recovery and growth, $24.2 
million was awarded to 23 organi-
zations throughout Massachusetts to 
train 2,490 individuals. These strategic 
investments, led by the Massachusetts 
Workforce Skills Cabinet, are designed 
to expand access to career pathway 

programs and better position residents 
to fill critical workforce needs across 
the state.

Building on this momentum, Bay 
Path is expanding its program offerings 
to reach even more adult learners. For 
the first time, the school will offer a 
200-hour Building Maintenance pro-
gram in a five-week hybrid summer 
format, running from June 29 through 
July 31. This program is offered in 
partnership with MassHire, with appli-
cations opening this week.

Looking ahead to Fall 2026, Bay 
Path will offer nine CTI programs, fur-
ther increasing access to career training 
opportunities. These programs include:

• Building Maintenance
• HVAC
• Culinary

• Manufacturing
• Auto Collision
• Auto Technology
• Diesel Mechanic
• Welding
• Electrical

Since its inception, the CTI program 
has continued to expand in both enroll-
ment and program diversity, attracting 
students from local communities as 
well as across the region. The program 
remains a critical component of Bay 
Path’s efforts to support workforce 
development and provide meaningful 
career pathways for adult learners.

For more information about the CTI 
program or to apply for upcoming 
opportunities, please contact Marci 
Komssi at mkomssi@baypath.net.
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SPENCER — Pickles have become 
one of the most popular growing food 
crazes in the country and locally Klem’s 
in Spencer decided to join the hype with 
a pickle festival of their own. The event 
brought together vendors and businesses 
from throughout the region and drew a 
massive crowd creating lines out the door 
to try the treats, drinks, and meal samples 
all based on dill pickles. The day also 
included photo ops and games for the kids 
as well as a golden pickle search where 
customers who found the hidden golden 
pickles could receive a special prize.

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

• Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel
• Crushed Asphalt

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call 
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SUMMER IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

New 
Summer 

Menu 
& Hours 

(11-9)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
7/18 THE MOONSHINERS  7/19 RYAN HOOD
7/24 JOHNNY TAYLOR  7/26 EASY SEASON
7/31 EVAN COUTURE  

2025

2025

Half Priced Apps 
Tues-Thurs from 2-5pm

New Summer 
Mocktail Menu 

E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!

DEALS  BETTER THAN
the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BEST PRICES
OF THE YEAR! august

8 &9
PRE-BUY
NOW!

th th

Saturday & Sunday, August 8th & 9th!

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

PEACHES!

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

with this coupon and purchase
Good Tues., Wed., Thurs.
$8.00 minimum purchase

Klem’s hosts Pickle Fest in Spencer

Jason Bleau

(Right) The tasting section outside Klem’s created 
a line that quite literally spanned most of the 
parking lot.

Jason Bleau

State Representatives Paul Frost and John Marsi 
stopped by to enjoy the festivities, trying some 
fudge treats from Brookfield Orchard.

Jason Bleau

Servers outside Klem’s pass out samples of a dill 
pickle pizza.

Jason Bleau

Rocco’s Donuts was a popular stop for visitors 
serving all kinds of delicious treats.

Jason Bleau

Hardwick Winery showed off their newest prod-
uct, a dill pickle wine that made its debut and 
sold out during the festival.

Jason Bleau

(Left) The mascot of the 
event, Mr. Pickle was a 
popular photo op for 
families.

Jason Bleau

A visitor spins a prize 
wheel for a chance a 
several different pick-
le-themed prizes.

Jason Bleau

A pickle-themed raffle featured all kinds of fun 
goods for all ages.
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