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Country Bank, Woo Sox present Most Valuable
Teacher Award to LMS’s Cheryl Wright

LEICESTER — On
Tuesday, Jan. 6, Leicester
Middle School science

teacher Cheryl Wright was
surprised to receive the
Most Valuable Teacher
Award from Country Bank
and the Woo Sox. Her stu-
dent, Lillian Mulhearn, who
is in eighth grade at LMS,
nominated Wright.

Wright is honored and
surprised at the award.

“It is nice to be recog-
nized for all the hard work
and long hours that all
teachers put into the teach-
ing and learning of their
students. Lillian has always
had a special place in my
heart. I am humbled that
she nominated me. I am
thankful for this program
provided by the Woo Sox
and Country Bank,” Wright
said.

Mrs. Wright just complet-
ed the DIG (Discoveries in
Geosciences) Field School

Spencer to prioritize bridge
and culvert projects

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — A month after confirming
that a third-party contractor will be exam-
ining several dams in town, Spencer town
officials confirmed the town will also be
looking at other structures likes bridges and
culverts making infrastructure a focus in the
early days of 2026.

Highway Superintendent Peter Boria
approached selectmen on Jan. 12, seeking to
pursue a partnership with GIL Engineering
to assess and prioritize bridges and culverts
that may soon need replacement or repairs.
The company will utilize data already avail-
able to help create a prioritized list of future
projects for the town to consider.

This is not the first time the town has
partnered with GIL Engineering. The com-
pany previously designed improvements to
the Wire Village Road bridge and tempo-
rary improvements for the Thompson Road
bridge that allowed it to reopen after the
state forced its closure in 2024 due to safety
concerns. Boria said the town has faith in
GIL Engineering to provide appropriate
advice on getting ahead of other potential
infrastructure projects.

“I think they will try to come up with
some creative and cost-effective solutions. I
asked them if they would provide a propos-

al to do an evaluation of all of our bridges
and culverts and make sure that we’re not
missing anything that we might not see on
the Mass DOT reports so that we don’t end
up with another Thompson Road Bridge
scenario where all of a sudden you find a
bridge that just kind of hits you out of left
field and you didn’t know what was com-
ing,” said Boria.

The scope of work will include reviewing
existing record plans, inspection reports,
and load rating reports then ranking struc-
tures based on condition and urgency of
needed repairs. The company will also cre-
ate a comparison matrix summarizing each
structure’s condition and preservation needs
and present findings to town staff.

“Based on what you’ll get from this
report, you’ll have a good overview of the
condition of all 14 bridges and two smaller
culverts that the town is responsible for
and try and prioritize next steps from this
report,” said Boria. “By no means is this
going to be a report you’re just going to get
and probably sit on and say everything is in
great shape.”

Selectmen and the Town Administrator
praised the proposal, seeing it as the first
step of a larger bridge maintenance plan.
The process will cost $11,491, which will
be paid from the Highway Departments
operating budget.

Cheryl Wright receiving the Most Valuable Teacher Award from Country Bank and the Woo Sox.

Courtesy

ineastern Montana this sum-
mer. She worked alongside
researchers at excavation
sites in Hell Creek State
Park. Her classroom is now
directly connected to the
Burke Museum in Seattle,
Washington. The museum
provides her classes with
curriculum and soil, in a
“Burke Box,” from Hell
Creek to sort through and
identify.

The connection between
students and fieldwork
makes science come to life
and I hope to inspire future
paleontologists from New
England, said Mrs. Wright.
This is one example of how
Mrs. Wright fully immerses
her students in science con-
cepts. She loves teaching
science and will continue
to inspire her students. She
thanks all the people who
support educators and will
continue spreading her love
of learning.

Hearts for Heat
to host 18th Annual
Spaghetti Dinner

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— North  Brookfield
Hearts for Heat is hosting
its 18th Annual Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser on
Saturday, Jan. 31 from
5-7 p.m. in the North
Brookfield  Elementary
School Cafeteria. The din-
ner is $12 per person with
a cap of $36 for a family
of four or more. Takeout
available. Tickets are only
available at the door.

Sponsored  with the
Hayden Masonic Lodge and
supported by Hannaford
Supermarket, this is truly
“community helping com-
munity.” Big ticket raf-
fles include: Celtics team
signed basketballs, WooSox
Family Pack-tickets for
four and other parapherna-
lia, Marks of Asgard Tattoo
$100 gift certificate Local
gift certificates donated so
far include: Angel Nails,

Bike House Brewery,
Bogey Lanes, Boston
Bruins signed puck, City of
Smoke, Connect Restaurant,
Inishowen Farms, JARS
Café & Bakery “Tea for
Two,” Jim’s Pizza, Joy of
Beans, NB Liquors, Salem
Cross Inn, Second Chance
Animal Shelter, Shaman’s
Closet, Springfield
Thunderbird Hockey tick-
ets, Strandz Hair Salon,
Subway, and Whitco. The
Door Prize is a Mr. Coffee
10-Cup Optimal Brew
Coffeepot.

The Otters will provide
musical ambiance all eve-
ning. Students from the
NBHS National Honor
Society and Valley View
School will assist. The din-
ner’s snow date is the fol-
lowing Saturday, February
7th. Tickets are only avail-
able at the door.

NB Hearts for Heat is
a 501(c)3 charitable orga-
nization to help North
Brookfield residents in need
of emergency home heating
assistance for Oil, Propane,
Natural Gas, Electric,
Pellets, or Cord Wood.
100% of donations are used
for fuel purchases. We have
assisted 345 families since
2009.

Donations can  be
mailed to NB Hearts for
Heat, P.O. Box 44, North
Brookfield, MA 01535.
North Brookfield Savings
Bank will match the first
$3000. Thank you also to
Monson Savings bank for
their $2000 support.

To access the print-
able 2025-26 application,
visit https://www.heartsfor-
heat.org/NorthBrookfield/
index.html.

N. Brookfield PD promotes Martin to Sergeant, adds new officer

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

NORTH BROOKFIELD

— The North Brookfield
Police Department cele-

Courtesy

North Brookfield Police Officer Jeff Martin was promoted to Sergeant earlier this month.

brated a promotion and the
addition of a new officer on
Jan. 13, with the Board of
Selectmen hosting a room
full of supporters for both
announcements.

Officer Jeff Martin was
promoted to Sergeant at
the request of Chief Ryan
Daley while Robert Nelson
was also hired as a new
officer to succeed Martin.
Both officers were highly
recommended by the chief
due to their experience and
leadership qualities.

Martin’s promotion to
Sergeant was a popular one
due to his involvement in
many programs and inves-
tigations during his tenure
with the department and
hi s success with procur-
ing grants. Daley listed
off Martin’s achievements

including as a patrolman
and a member of the local
dive team, a firearms
instructor, and an ALICE
instructor with the local
schools.

“Officer Martin is regard-
ed and looked highly upon
as a mentor for other offi-
cers in the area,” said the
Chief. “T believe he’ll pro-
vide a very good knowl-
edge base for our officers
here and provide a great
service for our officers in
the town.”

With Martin’s promotion,
that left an open officer
position which will now
be filled by Robert Nelson.
Nelson comes to North
Brookfield from Stow
bringing with him 22 years
of full-time experience and
another four years as a part-

time officer, including time
as a sergeant. His career has
also seen him take on the
responsibilities of a field
training officer and an evi-
dence officer. Daley said
this experience will prove
to be invaluable for North
Brookfield.

“In today’s climate, it is
very hard to attract and get
not only qualified appli-
cants but to get somebody
with this kind of experience
to come to us. I'm very
grateful and couldn’t be
happier to have somebody
with this kind of experience
come to us,” said the Chief.

Both candidates received
praise from the Board of
Selectmen as their respec-
tive promotion and hire
were approved unanimous-

ly.
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Celebrate “Winter” at ArtWorks Gallery

WARE — ArtWorks
Gallery invites artists of
all mediums from through-
out the northeastern US
to explore the theme of
“Winter.” The deadline for
entry is Feb. 12 by mid-
night. The entry form and
full details can be found on

workshop13.org.

ArtWorks Gallery is
located at 69 Main St. in
Ware. “Winter” will be

on display from March
7 through April 4, open-
ing with a reception on
Saturday, March 7, from
3-5 p.m. Gallery hours are
Saturdays and Sundays
from 1-4 p.m.

The juror for “Winter”
is Susan Tilton Pecora.
Susan has been painting the
streets, harbors, factories
and farms of New England
throughout her life. She
works in watercolor, egg
tempera and oil. She is a
signature member of The
New England Watercolor
Society, host of the WGBY,
PBS affiliate television
show “Reflections Through
Watercolor” and The
Copley Society in Boston.
Her paintings have been
exhibited throughout the
country, winning awards at
the National Art League in
New York, San Diego Art
Asso. and Rocky Mountain
Art Association among
others. Her work has been

featured in American Artist
Magazine, “Splash, the
Best in Watercolor” North
Light Books. In 2007,
she was asked to create a
painted ornament for the
White House Holiday tree
by Congressman Richard
Neal.

Susan is represented by
West Brookfield Art &
Frame in West Brookfield,
Ma., Ingram Fine Art,
Wiscasset and Rockland,
Maine, Arnould Gallery,
Marblehead, and Michelson
Gallery in Northampton.
Prints of her works are
available at The Deerfield
Museum Store, Cape Art
Tiles, Randall’s Farm in
Ludlow and The Lobster
Pot in Provincetown.

About ArtWorks Gallery
and Workshop13

ArtWorks Gallery is
Workshop13’s gallery on
Main Street. This space
features numerous art exhi-
bitions each year and is
also available to rent for
individual or group shows.
Workshop13 is a dynamic
center where arts, culture,
and community converge —
expanding access to the arts
and nurturing creativity and
self-expression in our rural
region. For more informa-
tion, visit workshop13.org,

support for WCAC with

or call 413-277-6072.
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1. Mechanical lever 33. Moming

7. Rocky peak 34. Perfected

10. Leave a country 36. Winger guitarist Beach

12. Discount 37. Abba __, Israeli politician

13. D.C. ballplayer 38. Self-immolation by fire ritual
14. Partner to “oohed” 39. A way to save money

15. Engine sound 40. Pulpit

16. Japanese ornamental box 41. Make ecstatically happy

17. Fido is one 44, Once more

18. Amounts of time 45, Works on

19. DiFranco and Phyo are two 48. Nocturnal S. American rodent
21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.) 49. State again

22. Make secret plans 50. Expression of disappointment
27. “Tiny Bubbles” singer 51. Type of door

28. “His Airness”™

CLUES DOWN

1. Yugoslavian communist leader 25. Email subject line feature

2. Exchange rate 26. A street with lots of nightmares
3. High school dance 29. Rapper Rule

4. Peter’s last name 30. River in Scotland

5. When you anticipate arriving 31. One who settles a dispute

6. Israeli city _ Aviv 32. Most chummy

7. Goat-like mammals 35. We all have our own

8. Margarine 36. Arab tribe

9. End-of-the-spectrum color 38. Slap

10. Make poisonous 40. Ottoman military commanders
11. Popular beverage 41. Scottish or Irish Gaelic language
12. Actress Lathan 42. Emit coherent radiation

14, Where planes land and depart 43. Sun or solar disk (Egyptian
17. Political fundraising entity mythology)

18. The distinctive spirit of a people or 44, Inclined to

an era 45. Olfactory reference syndrome

20. Buffer used in microbiology 46. Chest muscle (slang)

23. Light, open carriage 47. Body part
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$25.,000 Fuel Fund donation

WORCESTER — Temperatures
are dropping and Cornerstone Bank,
a community bank with locations
throughout Central Massachusetts,
wants to help make sure residents
have the warmth they need to get
through the coldest months. Just
like last year, Cornerstone is
donating $25,000 to the Worcester
Community Action Council’s
Emergency Fuel Fund. The Bank
contributed $50,000 in both 2022
and 2023.

“Each year, we see how rising
fuel costs place real strain on fam-
ilies,” said Cornerstone Bank CEO
Todd Tallman. “WCAC continues
to be a lifeline for residents who
might otherwise have to choose
between staying warm or meeting
other essential needs. We are grate-
ful to be able to support their efforts
again this year.”

The Emergency Fuel Fund helps
homeowners and renters pay home
heating bills and past due balanc-
es on utility bills incurred from
November through April of each
year. Income-eligible residents can
apply for aid through the agen-
cy’s federally funded Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program.

“Our mission as a community
bank is to support the well-being
of the people who live and work
here,” Tallman added. “We hope
this contribution helps ease the bur-
den for households facing a diffi-
cult winter.”

About Cornerstone Bank

personal and business banking
offerings, please visit cornerstone-

Cornerstone Bank was formed bank.com or call 800-939-9103.
in 2017, born of a long history

of supporting the commu-
nity, and providing a strong
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive.
Serving Worcester County,
Massachusetts, Cornerstone
Bank’s local presence and
community-based banking
model enables a unique abil-
ity to deliver outstanding ser-
vice, with a personal touch.
Cornerstone, which is a sub-
sidiary of PeoplesBankCorp,
MHC, operating inde-
pendently under its own
name and brand, provides
the highest level of service
and expertise for individuals,
businesses, and community
organizations with branch
locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone
works to connect customers
with opportunities through
a broad range of deposit and
loan products and services.
Built on Trust is not just
a tagline, but also one of
our guiding corporate val-
ues. Whether a business
or personal partnership,
Cornerstone stands on the
foundation that relationships
are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!
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Leicester

Senior Citizens
Club launches

membership
drive

LEICESTER — The Leicester Senior
Citizens Club is a group of older adults that
meets at the Leicester Senior Center twice a
month. The club is looking to attract new
members from all the area towns and cities.

The group meets on the first and third
Tuesday of each month. Meetings begin at
10 a.m. At the conclusion of each meeting,
there is a scheduled form of entertainment
or informational presentation.

The Leicester Senior Citizens Club is
linking older adults with each other, and
to opportunities that improve their health,
well-being, and sense of community. It is
the club’s way of reducing the effects of iso-
lation. We want to offer special programs
beyond normal hours, and we need input
and ideas from new members to help get us
there. Membership is open to all individ-
uals aged 60 and older. The cost to join is
$10 for an annual membership.

To learn more about the membership
drive or to sign up, please visit the Leicester
Senior Center at 40 Winslow Ave., Leicester,
during operating hours (Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.), or call David Wood,
Program Director at the senior center, at
(508)-892-7016.

SPENCER ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE

BROOKFIELD

None.

EAST BROOKFIELD

None

LEICESTER

$251,000, 1098 Stafford St #9, Temple,
Christopher M, to Giron, Christopher,
and Malewicz, Ryan.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$543,000, 61 Hillsville Rd, Blouin,
Richard D, and Blouin, Julia L, to
Murphy, Belinda J.

SPENCER

$435,000, 9 Hebert Rd, Scott, Keith,
to Richards, Molly E, and Richards,
Robbie C.

WARREN
$205000, 124 Southbridge Rd,

Secretary Of Veterans Aff, to Silverskin
LLC

WEST BROOKFIELD

None
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EcoTarium selected for call to
International Space Station

AMATEUR “HAM’ RADIO TO CONNECT STUDENTS WITH
ASTRONAUTS AS THE ISS ORBITS 250 MILES ABOVE EARTH

WORCESTER — The
EcoTarium Museum of
Science and Nature has
been selected to host
a live contact with an
astronaut aboard the
International Space
Station (ISS) through
ARISS (Amateur Radio
on the International Space
Station) in spring 2026.
In collaboration with the
Central Massachusetts
Amateur Radio
Association (CMARA)
and North High School,
hundreds of students will
be invited to participate
in the event and related
education programs, and
10 students will have the
rare opportunity to speak
directly with an astronaut
in orbit.

“The ARISS contact
is an exciting opportuni-
ty for museum visitors,
and school children from
across the region,” said
Jason Gurtman, manag-
er of educational pro-
grams at the EcoTarium.
“By giving students the
chance to speak directly
with an astronaut aboard
the ISS, we’re sparking
wonder and affirming

that there is a place for
everyone in space sci-
ence. This project will
serve as a catalyst for
curiosity, equity, and life-
long engagement with
STEM learning.”

The EcoTarium’s
contact with ARISS is
scheduled for the week
of March 9. NASA will
confirm the exact date
and time in late February
or early March, depend-
ing on ISS orbital passes.
Recent changes to ISS
crew operations may
affect the availability of
participating astronauts,
and the contact schedule
remains subject to adjust-
ment. A public com-
munity celebration will
follow at the EcoTarium
on Saturday, March 14,
featuring hands-on activ-
ities and educational
experiences focused on
amateur radio and space
exploration.

“What a thrill to be
able to place a call to
outer space using radio
waves,” said EcoTarium
CEO Noreen Johnson
Smith. “For over 125
years, scientists have

been expanding the way
we use radio waves to
communicate and dis-
cover distant objects in
the universe. Calling the
astronauts is an exciting
lesson on the power of
electromagnetic waves.”

This initiative advanc-
es the EcoTarium’s mis-
sion of igniting curiosity
and inspiring a passion
for science, technology,
engineering, and math.
The Museum offers year-
round astronomy pro-
gramming for visitors of
all ages, including the
new NASA-funded per-
manent exhibit Lift Off!
Space Explorers, full-
dome shows in the Alden
Planetarium, newly ren-
ovated observatory, and
a monthly Astrophysics
Speaker Series.

“Space science and
wireless communica-
tions technology are
foundational to our
high-tech future,” said
Fred Kemmerer, ARISS
technical mentor and
American Radio Relay
League (ARRL) New
England Division direc-
tor. “An ARISS con-

tact gives young people
hands-on exposure to
these technologies and
often sparks a lifelong
interest in high-tech com-
munications and related
career paths.”

George Gumbrell, a
CMARA board member
and parent, emphasized
the long-term impact of
early exposure to ama-
teur radio.

“If you’re interested in
science and engineering,”
he said, “amateur radio
provides a foundation for
lifelong exploration.”

Gumbrell’s son
Connor, now in high
school, was introduced
to amateur radio at age
5 and has since spoken
directly with an astronaut
aboard the ISS.

“The exposure to ama-
teur radio and hands-on
problem-solving showed
me what was possible,”
Connor said. “It’s why 1
plan to pursue electrical
engineering after high
school.”

For more information,
visit ecotarium.org/iss.

Assumption students named
to Fall Dean’s List

WORCESTER — Assumption University has
announced those who have been named to the
University’s Dean’s List for the fall 2025 semester.
Students named to the Dean’s List must achieve a
grade point average of 3.5 for a five-class, 15-credit
semester to be included on this prestigious list, which
is announced at the completion of the fall and spring

semesters.
Kya Birtz of Leicester

Anne Bisson Ingersoll of West Brookfield
Breana Escobar of Rochdale

Berthiaume announces local

office hours

REGION — State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and Chief
of Staff, Donna, and Sen. Peter Durant’s office invites
Constituents and town officials to meet them to express any
concerns, ideas, or issues that they may need assistance
with. Please feel free to contact Donna if you would like a

private meeting. 774-402-4742

Wednesday, Feb. 11 — In the Town of West Brookfield, at

the Senior Center, 11:15 am.-12:15 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 11 — In the Town of Brookfield at the

Town Hall, 12:30 — 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 12 — Town of North Brookfield — Senior

Center 11 a.m.-noon

Wednesday, Nov. 18 — in the Town of Leicester at the
Senior Center, 9 — 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 18 — In the Town of Spencer, at Howe
Village, 10- 11 a.m. - With Tammy Ruda from Rep. Marsi’s

Office.

Wednesday, Nov. 18 — In the Town of East Brookfield at

the Senior Center 11:15 a.m. — noon.

Renee Morin of Spencer

Brenna Donohue of Spencer
Braydyn Mercier of Rochdale

Lindsey Soter of Spencer

“Earning the right to be named to the Assumption
University’s Dean’s List is an extraordinary accom-
plishment and we congratulate those students who
demonstrated exemplary academic excellence this
semester,” said Assumption University President Greg
Weiner, Ph.D. “These students have demonstrated a
deep commitment to the pursuit of truth in the compa-

ny of friends that lies at the heart of the Catholic
liberal education Assumption provides.”

About Assumption University

Assumption University, founded in 1904 by the
Augustinians of the Assumption, is a premier New
England university for high-quality education,

University,

are known for their intellec-
tual seriousness, thoughtful
citizenship, and devotion
to the common good. The
University offers 37 majors
and 49 minors in the liberal
arts, sciences, business, nurs-
ing, professional studies, and
other areas, as well as gradu-
ate degrees and professional
credentials. For more infor-
mation about Assumption
please
visit assumption.edu or fol-
low us @AssumptionUMA.

integrating career preparation and education of the
whole person, drawing upon the best in the rich and
centuries-long tradition of Catholic higher educa-
tion. Assumption’s graduates

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

\ -
FEEIN O
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

TOWN OF SPENCER
Public Meeting -
Monday, January 26, 2026, at 6:00 PM
Valley & Mill Streets

Infrastructure Improvements
The Town of Spencer will provide a public information
meeting at 6:00 PM on Monday January 26, 2026 as part of
their Selectmen meeting. The meeting will be held in the
McCourt Social Hall located at 157 Main Street in Spen-
cer. Alternatively, you can attend the meeting via phone at
1-866-899-4679 using access code: 479-429-349, or via the
following link: https://www.gotomeet.me/TownofSpen-
cerMA/boardofselectmen.
The purpose of the meeting is to update the public on up-
coming construction on Valley and Mill Streets anticipat-
ed in the spring of 2026. Construction will include sewer
main lining, street drainage improvements, sidewalk con-
struction, and repaving of the streets.
Construction is being funded by a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) provided by U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development and awarded by the
Massachusetts Executive Office of Housing and Livable
Communities.
In addition to providing information about this CD-
BG-funded project, the Town of Spencer encourages
community input on potential activities that would ben-
efit from future CDBG funding. All community members
and stakeholders are invited to attend this meeting, learn
more about the Valley and Mill Streets project, and share
thoughts on potential CDBG-eligible activities to be in-
cluded in future grant applications.
All people with questions or comments will have an op-
portunity to submit written comments up until and
through the public hearing. Please submit comments to
Erica Johnson at the Pioneer Valley Planning Commis-
sion at ejohnson@pvpc.org or 413-781-6045. Anyone who
requires special accommodations to attend this meeting
should contact the Town prior to the hearing date at 508-
885-7500.

For Advertising Information
Call 714-200-1308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge press.news
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10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA:

WINTER
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars

Construction Sites

Fully Insured
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++ # Friday’s Child # + +

her jokes and silly antics. Kassidy especially enjoys spending
quality time with adults and responds well to positive attention
and encouragement. She’s at her best when she knows what to
expect and feels supported by the people around her. Kassidy is
curious, spirited, and full of life. Whether she’s working on an art
project or putting on a dance routine, she brings joy and excite-
ment to every activity she takes part in.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/22540928059

IIf you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help
children and teens in foster care.

Kassidy is a bright, ener-
getic child with a big per-
sonality and a love for being
the center of attention. She
enjoys singing, dancing,
and doing arts and crafts—
especially when she can
show off her creative side.
Kassidy is imaginative and
expressive, often turning
everyday moments into op-
portunities for fun and per-
formance. She has a great
sense of humor and loves
to make people laugh with

Kassidy
Age 15
Registration #7379
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EDITORIAL

Small

gestures
still matter

Much of daily life moves quickly.
Conversations are brief, errands are effi-
cient, and many interactions are trans-
actional by necessity. In that kind of
pace, it is easy to overlook the impact of
small, ordinary gestures.

Yet in communities like Spencer,
Leicester, and the Brookfields, those
small moments still carry weight.

A held door, a waved thanks, a brief
check-in with a neighbor, or patience
offered in a crowded parking lot may
seem insignificant in isolation. Taken
together, they form a tone. They shape
how it feels to live in a town, to share
space with others, and to navigate every-
day routines with a sense of mutual
regard.

These gestures are not about formality
or tradition. They are about awareness.
They signal that people recognize one
another as more than obstacles or back-
ground noise. In smaller communities,
where paths cross often, that recognition
helps prevent the quiet fraying that can
occur when people retreat too far into
their own routines.

This matters particularly during the
winter months, when days are shorter
and patience can wear thin. Weather
complicates travel, schedules feel tight-
er, and the social energy of warmer sea-
sons is less available. Small kindnesses
do not solve those challenges, but they
soften them.

There is also a practical side to this.
Communities function better when
everyday interactions remain civil and
considerate. Misunderstandings are
fewer. Tensions dissipate more quickly.
People are more willing to help when
help is needed. None of this requires
organized effort or formal programs. It
begins and ends with individual choices.

It is tempting to think that meaningful
change must be large or visible. In real-
ity, the habits that sustain a community
are often quiet and repetitive. They are
reinforced every time someone chooses
patience over irritation or courtesy over
indifference.

These choices rarely draw attention,
and they do not need to. Their value lies
in accumulation. Over time, they shape
a community that feels livable, resilient,
and human.

In the end, small gestures still mat-
ter, especially when practiced consis-
tently. They are among the simplest
ways residents contribute to the shared
life of their towns, without meetings,
announcements, or recognition.

Letter submission

Pohcy

etters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will
not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he
or she might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Great, just great

To the Editor:

Does anyone remember Putin’s useful
idiot using the slogan “Make America
Great Again?” I submit that he has behaved
more like the Manchurian Candidate than
the President of the United States. When
he took office, we were actively sup-
porting Ukraine resistance to a Russian
invasion. It is a role we have proudly taken
on the world stage, at times including
committing troops to the struggle. The
ones we participated in of late, would be
hard to characterize as victories. Instead,
the candidate who represented himself
as a peace maker and adverse to military
actions was elected.

Fast forward to today, and his actions
could hardly be more contrary. Instead,
we are following a script that Putin and
Chi could have co-wrote. When your
agenda includes invasion of Ukraine or
Taiwan, what supports it more than the
leader of the west, invading Venezuela,
and threatening to also invade Columbia,
Cuba and Mexico? If you have your eye
on reclaiming the USSR, starting with
Estonia, and Latvia, which are NATO
countries we have pledged to defend with
our European allies, how does threatening
to seize Greenland from Denmark, impact
that alliance? Is this great?

Our nation of immigrants, that chose to
not pass the bipartisan immigration bill,
that would have addressed and fixed many
of our current issues, has instead funded
a private masked armed mercenary army,
poorly trained, ignorant purposely of our
laws and due process (I do wonder how
many of them are pardoned Jan. 6 thugs)
Instead of actually focusing on gangs, rap-
ists , drug dealers and human traffickers,

like in Nazi Germany, they go door to
door, checking papers of all non-whites
they encounter. People who are resistant
to this behavior, take classes to learn their
legal first amendment rights.

Good, the young mother shot dead by
an ICE office suffering from PTSD, who
cut her off and jumped in front of her
car, Noem and her machine immediately
blamed the dead woman, and tried to con-
vince us that what we actually saw with
our own eyes was false. The claimed the
shooter was taken to the hospital. We saw
him jump back in his vehicle and drive
away, and his neighbor saw him return
home, load his car and wife and disappear.
The feds are telling us “nothing to see
here”; they are withholding the evidence
from the state. Great work.

The people of Minnesota are pretty fed
up with the entire illegal program. When
they exercise their rights and demonstrate,
they are gassed and shot, with a variety
of different ammo. Trump responded by
tripling the offending presence. On a dif-
ferent channel, Iranians are protesting their
government.

Just a couple months ago, we bombed
Iran’s nuclear labs, and have long recog-
nized them as sponsors of terrorists world-
wide. Trump is now threatening military
action, in support of Iran’s protesters. Is it
great to kill our own protestors but support
Iran’s?

I will reserve comments on Epstein,
grocery, insurance and utility prices , for
another time, but we know they are all
Great.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

A beacon in the storm: Why the Leicester
Democratic Town Committee matters now

To the Editor:

As we head into a turbulent 2026,
one truth is unmistakable. This is not
a moment for complacency, silence, or
retreat. It is a moment for courage, clarity,
and community. The Leicester Democratic
Town Committee enters this pivotal year
grounded in purpose and strengthened
by the people who refuse to give up on
democracy, dignity, and one another.

Across our nation, democratic norms
are under pressure. The rights so many
fought and sacrificed for, voting rights,
bodily autonomy, freedom of expression,
and the promise of equal protection under
the law, are being challenged in ways
that feel both relentless and deeply per-
sonal. For many of our neighbors, fear
has become a daily companion. Fear of
discrimination. Fear of erasure. Fear that
their voices no longer matter.

The Leicester Democratic Town
Committee exists precisely for this
moment.

Our purpose is clear. We are here to
help win back our democracy, not as an
abstract idea, but as a living promise that
works for everyone. We believe democ-
racy is strongest when participation is
broad, when leadership is accountable,
and when every person, regardless of
race, gender identity, sexual orientation,
immigration status, religion, or econom-
ic standing, is treated with dignity and
respect. Equal rights are not negotiable.
They are foundational.

In a small town like Leicester, that work
takes on a special meaning. Change does
not only happen in Washington or on
cable news. It happens in library meeting
rooms, at kitchen tables, on front porches,
and in conversations between neighbors.
It happens when people show up, consis-
tently and imperfectly, but with determi-
nation, to organize, educate, and mobilize.
That is the quiet strength of a local town
committee, and it is a power too often

underestimated.

The Leicester Democratic Town
Committee has grown not just in num-
bers, but in resolve. We are organizers,
volunteers, parents, workers, retirees, and
students united by the belief that silence is
not an option. We are committed to build-
ing coalitions, supporting candidates who
share our values, protecting the vote, and
pushing back against hate, misinforma-
tion, and authoritarian impulses wherever
they appear.

Most importantly, we aim to be a bea-
con of hope.

Hope for the family afraid their loved
one’s rights will be stripped away.
Hope for the young voter wondering if their
future will be safer, fairer, and more free.
Hope for those who feel unseen, unheard,
or targeted simply for being who they are.

Hope, however, is not passive. It is
something we build together through
action.

If you believe in democracy, if you
believe in equal rights, and if you believe
that fear should never dictate who we are
or how we live, now is the time to act.
Get involved. Attend meetings. Volunteer
your time. Help register voters. Speak up
when silence feels easier. Stand shoulder
to shoulder with your neighbors. Five
minutes, five hours, five weeks — what-
ever you can do. Every. Single. Moment.
Counts. Reach out, we will figure where
you can help. Idtcmass@gmail.com.

The challenges ahead are real, but so
is our strength. Together, the Leicester
Democratic Town Committee will con-
tinue to fight for a future rooted in justice,
equality, and hope. This is our moment,
and it belongs to all of us.

In democracy and solidarity,

ELIZABETH M. ZITO

CHAIR

LEICESTER DEMOCRATIC TOWN
COMMITTEE

Notes on Trump’s last week of ongoing chaos
and destruction

To the Editor:

First, Minneapolis. Remember here
that the initial issue concerned fraud, not
violent crime. Nevertheless, the Trump
administration flooded the city with
up to 3,000 Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) officers. This week
the Department of Justice lawyers who
investigated the fraud and got indictments,
arrests, of admittance of guilt etc. all
resigned, The reasons? Rather than inves-
tigating the shooting of a non-violent pro-
tester, the Trump Administration wanted
the government to focus on the woman
killed and her partner.

Also, right away, the FBI took over the
investigation and excluded local police
and officials.

Then came news that the Trump adminis-
tration had opened a criminal investigation
of the Democratic Minnesota Governor
and Minneapolis Mayor. While outraged
at the activities of ICE Agents and the
statements of guilt ,without evidence, by
Trump and Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi Noem, the two officials have con-
sistently called for the people of the city to
remain calm and respect the law.

Finally, over the weekend, information
came out that the Trump seems to have put
a U.S. Army unit on alert to intervene in
Minneapolis.

Next, we have Trump wanting to “own”
Greenland, which is part of the country of

Turn To LETTER page A5

Why Social
Security
matters more
for women

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

When planning for retirement, Social
Security isn’t just another item on your
financial checklist. For women especially,
it’s often the cornerstone of a secure retire-
ment. The Social Security Administration
reports that nearly 55 percent of Social
Security benefit recipients are women, and
for many, it’s their primary source of retire-
ment income.

Unlike investments that can lose value
when the market drops, Social Security
provides guaranteed income that adjusts
for inflation and generally lasts as long as
you live. That reliability makes it valuable
for helping to address two major retirement
risks: rising costs and the possibility of out-
living your savings.

Life expectancy. On average, women
live about five years longer than men
(CDC 2023 Life Expectancy measure. That
means they rely on Social Security for a
longer period, making the decision of when
to start benefits especially important.

Taking Social Security early reduces
your monthly benefit. You can claim ben-
efits as early as age 62, but every year you
wait increases your monthly payments by
two-thirds of 1%, or 8% per year, maxing
out at age 70. Given women’s longer life
expectancy, that patience can pay off.

Building your benefit. Your Social
Security benefit depends on your 35 high-
est-earning years. If you have years with
zero or very low earnings in that calcu-
lation, it can reduce what you receive in
retirement. Many women step away from
work or reduce their hours to care for fam-
ily members, and that trend is increasing. A
2025 University of Kansas analysis found
that the share of mothers with children
under age five leaving the workforce fell
more in early 2025 than at any point in the
past 40 years. The study also noted that ris-
ing return-to-office policies may continue
to impact working mothers.

While staying in the workforce builds a
stronger earnings history and better bene-
fits, that isn’t realistic for everyone. Those
who can’t may need to plan and fund alter-
native sources for retirement income

Protection for married women. Marriage
can provide additional Social Security
options. A lower-earning spouse may
receive up to 50 percent of their partner’s
full retirement-age benefit.

If your spouse dies, you can receive the
higher of your own benefit or up to 100
percent of your deceased spouse’s benefit.
However, if you remarry before age 60
(age 50 for disabled widows), you lose eli-
gibility for survivor benefits from your late
spouse while the new marriage lasts.

Women divorced after at least 10 years
of marriage may qualify for benefits based
on an ex-spouse’s record. If you remarry,
you forfeit spousal benefits while the new
marriage continues.

A word of wisdom: Report any name
changes following marriage or divorce
to the Social Security Administration to
ensure your earnings and benefits are cor-
rectly credited.

Navigate carefully. Given the complex-
ity of Social Security rules, the unique
retirement challenges women face and the
lasting impact of claiming decisions, work-
ing with a qualified financial advisor can
be invaluable. An advisor can help you
navigate questions about timing, spousal
benefits and how Social Security fits into
your overall retirement plan.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
More kings & queens’ taxes?

To the Editor:

A few weeks ago, I submitted a letter basically stating
the Massachusetts state government kingdom runs without
regards of us citizens who they’re supposed to work for. I've
discovered a few more examples to further prove my point.

First, Mass. State Sen. Cynthia Stone Creem (D-Newton)
has filed a bill that will restrict the public of the number of
statewide driving miles. The legislation is titled “An Act
Aligning the Commonwealth’s Transportation Plan with its
Mandates and Goals for Reducing Emissions and Vehicle
Miles Traveled” (S.2246). She calls this “the Freedom to
Move Act,” but the purpose is the exact opposite. Sen. Stone
Creem, in defending this bill, says it does not limit people’s
choices about how to get around, impose fines, penalties,
or taxes. But language in the bill wants “identification and
discussion of current policies and recommendations for pol-
icies, laws, and regulatory actions (penalties in some form
including additional taxes) that may facilitate reductions in
vehicle miles traveled.”

What’s not asked is “how is the state going to pay for
this?” What about the parts of the State whose businesses
heavily rely on tourism (Cape Cod, Western Mass for exam-
ple) for their existence? Have they thought about the lost tax
revenue from these businesses? How about the lost tax reve-
nue from our present gas tax, which is already declining due
to electric vehicles. The thought of losing tax revenue will
drive the Statehouse Liberals nuts! Seeing Sen. Stone Creem
is from Newton, which is a MBTA community, and has easy
access to mass transit, has she or anyone else considered the
communities that have no mass transit, like the communities
of far Western Mass, most parts of Central Mass outside of
Worcester, and Cape Cod? Being familiar with the Cape, if
one wants to travel anywhere there, one needs a vehicle.

Second, I wonder how many voters have ever heard of
the “Clean Heat Tax” or better known as the “Clean Heat
Standard?” According to the Mass. Fiscal Alliance this pro-
gram was (emphasis on “was,” past tense) scheduled to begin
in 2026. The Clean Heat Standard is a “regulatory mandate
designed to force” consumers away from traditional home
heating fuels and into electrification as part of the State’s
Net Zero by 2050 agenda. How is electricity manufactured?
By fossil fuel generating plants mostly. Independent analysis
estimates this policy will increase yearly home heating costs
by $255 to $425 per household, with the heaviest burden
falling on working families, small businesses, and retired
senior citizens who can least afford it. Has the State consid-
ered nuclear power which, according to a MFA report, would
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 92 percent at a fraction
of the cost of wind and solar projects while being a more
reliable power source?

As I previously stated, this was slated to begin this year,
but has been delayed until Jan. 1, 2028. This delay ensures
the policy will not take effect until after the 2026 gubernato-
rial election and during the first full winter of Gov. Healy’s
second term, should she win again. If Gov. Healy thinks this
is a good policy, then there should be no delay in the imple-
mentation. Secretly delaying an expensive new tax on those
who are already having financial troubles is not the way to
put the people first. Whatever happened to our freedom of
choice, be it driving or what to use to heat our homes?

With these new mandates being potentially rammed onto
us residents of Massachusetts by our own kings and queens,
there are those who worry and complain about President
Trump’s kingdom. Let’s take care of Mass. first.

JOHN SHOCIK
CHERRY VALLEY

Today’s column will
focus on pinback buttons.
Pinback buttons are usually
round metal discs with a
pin attached to the back that
you can wear on a shirt,
jacket, etc. We often asso-
ciate them with political
campaigns, but they were
used in advertising, political
messaging, and for other
purposes.

I'll start by provid-
ing some history on pin-
back buttons. Prior to pin-
backs several variations
of clothes fastener buttons
were created by craftsmen
to commemorate George
Washington’s inauguration
in 1789. Mount Vernon has
nine different inaugural but-
ton versions in their collec-
tion, according to their web-
site. One has an eagle with
the date March 4, 1789,
when Washington was orig-
inally scheduled to be inau-
gurated. It was rescheduled
to April 30. Another pop-
ular president’s campaign
advanced the use of but-
tons. During Lincoln’s 1860

Pinback buttons

campaign ferrotype
(also known as tin-
type) photographs
were made into
campaign buttons.
The images on thin
metal sheets were
reproduced and typ-
ically inserted inside
of brass holders
with campaign mes-
sages embossed on
the brass. In 1896,
the Whitehead and

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

we’ve seen some
good results in
our auctions. A
group of political
pinbacks, includ-
ing  McKinley
for  president,
sold for over
$200. A group
of 17 advertis-
ing, souvenir,
Temperance
Movement, cir-
cus & other pin-

Hoag  Company WAYNE backs went for
began producing TUISKULA $330 in 2024.
brightly  colored As you might

pinback buttons using a
new plastic material called
celluloid.

Political buttons are some
of the most popular with
collectors. The American
Political Items Collectors
group lists several subcat-
egories of pinbacks. Some
are presidential campaigns,
focus on a single election
year, single political parties,
3D items, local campaigns,
Women’s Suffrage move-
ment, Prohibition move-
ment, social causes, and
Civil Rights.

Other types of collectible
pinback buttons include
comic characters, events,
advertising, funny or seri-
ous sayings, entertainment,
and sports.

You can buy some pin-
backs for under a dollar
while others can sell well
into the thousands, and

expect, sports related pin-
backs are some of the most
collectibles. Twelve early
1900s tobacco premium and
1930 Cracker Jack base-
ball pinbacks brought over
$260. Major Taylor was an
African American cyclist
who lived in Worcester and
is in the U.S. Bicycling Hall
of Fame. A pinback button
labeled “Black vs. White”
promoted an 1898 race
between Taylor and Eddie
McDuffee. It sold in one of
our 2022 auctions for over
$1.400.

There is also a Worcester
connection to one of the
most iconic pinback buttons
ever made. Harvey Ball is
said to have created the
iconic smiley face image
that became popular on but-
tons since the 1960s. An
article in the Smithsonian
Magazine said that Ball was

paid $45 for what took him
about 10 minutes to design
the image for the State
Mutual Life Assurance
Company. Smiley face pin-
back buttons with the orig-
inal State Mutual markings
on the back have recently
sold between $10 and $60
in online auctions. It’s not
a windfall but still enough
to put a smile on your face.

The single-collector Civil
War auction we’ve been
working on will begin soon.
We’re preparing for a major
auction with fine jewelry,
sterling silver, art, and other
antiques and collectibles
that will take place after
that. We also have been
accepting consignments for
a major sports and comic
book auction that will take
place in the summer. It will
feature the first baseball
Ted Williams signed when
he signed a contract with
the Boston Red Sox. Please
visit our website https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com for
links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign
items or for auction infor-
mation at: Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/Appraiser
Central Mass Auctions
for Antique, Collectibles
Auctions and Appraisal
Services info@centralmas-
sauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).

LETTER

continued from page A4

our NATO ally, Denmark.
All along, Denmark and
people in Greenland have
indicated they would be
happy now, as in the past,
to welcome more (some
are already stationed there)
American armed services.
However, they do not
want to ‘“sell” themselves
or Greenland to the United
States. Because of its effect
on our most important
military alliance, I cannot
overstate the terrible effect
of Trump saying he wants
to own Greenland and his
administration supporting

him.

To counter his demand
and show support, many of
our closest European allies
immediately sent small
groups to their military to
Greenland. Likewise, both
Republican and Democratic
members of Congress imme-
diately flew to Denmark to
indicate their support for its
position.

And never forget that
global warming gets worse
and worse. Scientists yet
again say the damage to
us continues and will get
worse.

Finally, also do not for-
get that we continue to lose
friends while our adversar-

‘r‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

ies get stronger and stronger.
An example of each.

Our excellent neighbor
Canada, with a patriotic and
very wise leader, moves
more and more away from
the United States, making
economic deals with Europe
and China and reducing ties

to Trump’s America and
our economy.

Finally, China has
announced its greatest

trade surplus which econo-
mists say is also the great-
est in recorded history.
Economists say the only
way we can now compete
with China is to have our
economies work close-
ly  with European (and

Canadian and Mexican)
economies. However, what
does Trump now do? He
imposes more tariffs on
European countries  that
agree with Denmark and
Green land.

Is what Trump does and
wants good for our com-
munities, us, our and our
children and grandchildren?
Or should we try, peaceful-
ly, and democratically, to
do our best to change the
situation? Poll after polls
indicate that up to two out
of every three Americans do
not approve of most of the
things Trump does.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER
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New storytelling group, The Story Exchange,
forming in Brookfield

BROOKFIELD — A new community
storytelling group, The Story Exchange, is
forming in Brookfield and will hold its orga-
nizational meeting at 6 p.m. on Tuesday,
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Annex, 18 Common St., Brookfield.

The Story Exchange is designed for indi-
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viduals interested in telling and developing
true, personal stories, shared aloud in a sup-
portive, structured environment. The group
emphasizes storytelling craft, focused lis-

NERS ___
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Tops * Interiors * Covers
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Young’s
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tening, and constructive feedback, and wel-
comes participants of all experience levels.
Stories shared during meetings are expect-
ed to be true, personal narratives, typically
five to seven minutes in length, focused on
a single moment or experience rather than
a full life history.

The group will be facilitated by Joe
Klimavich, an accredited public relations
consultant and adjunct professor of com-
munication at Worcester State University,
who has taught effective speaking and
communication courses for many years.
While facilitated, The Story Exchange is
intended to be largely member-driven, with
participants shaping discussions, stories,
and feedback through shared experience.

If you’ve lived a little, noticed a lot, and
you’re curious about shaping real moments
into meaningful, well-told stories, you’ll
feel at home with this group.

“As a public relations professional and
educator, telling stories - my own and those
of my clients - has always been central to
my work,” said Klimavich. “Inspired by
programs like The Moth and Stories from
the Stage, The Story Exchange grew out
of a belief in the power of true stories, told
well, and the value of listening as much as
sharing.”

Participation will be limited to six to
eight storytellers per session. There is no
cost to participate, but advance registration
is required. Interested individuals should
send a brief introductory email to joe.kli-
mavich@gmail.com and indicate wheth-
er you are interested in sharing a story
during the first meeting.

Following the organizational meet-
ing, The Story Exchange will meet on the

first Tuesday of each month at the Merrick
Public Library Annex.

www.Stonebridge
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On Site Financing Options AND Extended Warranty Options

NA R NP

o

&

2022 FORD MAVERICK :1u11335

1 Owner, Hybrid, Front Drive, 73k Miles, Rear Camera,
Tonneau Cover, “Great for those around town errands”

$21,499

2023 VOLKSWAGEN

TIG“AN #TU1128

1 Owner, “SE”, 4-Motion, 53K Mlles,

P/ Liftgate, 18” Wheels

Visit us on-line at
Iamoureuxford. com

Tolrhese D R st lS’
2024 FORD MUSTANG GT

Premium Coupe, Oxford White, V8, 6 Speed Manual, #24M49

Was $54,610 NOW $49,999  was $49,675 NOW $46,950

BRAND NEW!!! BRAND NEW!!!

PRE-OWNED VALUE!!

2023 FORD BRONCGO “FULL SIZE”

Outer Banks in Egyptian Green! 4x4 hard Top, 18” Alum.
Wheels, 23k Miles, #TU11295 FULL SIZE FUN AT

LUXURY FOR LESS
FROM

LA

2022/23 LINGOLN
332’999 Variety of Colors and Options

889z

Shadow Black,
Crew Cab Lariat,
4x4, 2.3 Ecoboost,
Chrome

Appearance
#24RA5

$45,999

CORSAIR(S)

Choose from “4”,

1000

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
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From Uganda to Jamaica

VISITING PRIEST CONNECTS WITH SAINT JOSEPH STUDENTS

WEBSTER — Saint Joseph School
recently welcomed Fr. James Kandole
Saturday, a Catholic priest serving in
Jamaica, for a two-day visit on Tuesday,
Dec.?2,and Wednesday, Dec. 3. Fr. Saturday
is a longtime friend of Rev. Richard Polek,
pastor of Saint Joseph Parish, and the two
met through Food for the Poor, an interna-
tional relief and development organization
that supports communities in need through
emergency aid and long-term assistance,
including housing and other basic neces-
sities.

Fr. Saturday began his visit by joining
the school community for its Advent Prayer
Service on Tuesday morning. Afterward, he
spent the day in the school’s classrooms,
meeting students and staff across every
grade level. Teachers noted how naturally
he connected with younger children—at
times sitting on the floor with them to
talk about their interests and questions. In
the Pre-K 3 classroom, Fr. Saturday used
a small Nativity set as a hands-on way to
discuss the birth of Jesus, helping students
reflect on the meaning of the season in an
age-appropriate, engaging way.

Later that afternoon, students in Grades
5-8 gathered in the parish center for an
energetic question-and-answer session.
Students asked everything from his favor-
ite foods—such as matoke (green bananas)
and Jamaica’s well-known jerk chicken—
to thoughtful questions about his childhood
in Uganda, his decision to become a priest,
his favorite Bible verse, and his guiding
purpose in life. Fr. Saturday emphasized a
consistent theme throughout the discussion:
his hope is to help others “fall in love with
God,” encouraging students to live with
humility, perseverance, and trust in God.

Middle school students were especially
interested in Fr. Saturday’s reflections on
his ministry in Jamaica and his communi-
ty’s experience during Hurricane Melissa,
a Category 5 storm that struck Jamaica in
2025. He spoke candidly about the fear and
uncertainty of the hurricane, the practical
steps people took to find safety, and the

S e

ourtey
Saint Joseph School National Junior Honor Society member Axel Kapitulik (Grade 8) presents a

$500 check to Fr. James Kandole Saturday. The donation will support Fr. Saturday’s ministry and
help fund repairs to his church following Hurricane Melissa, a Category 5 hurricane that struck

Jamaica in October 2025.

lasting emotional impact of the destruc-
tion—while also sharing a message of faith
and resilience in the aftermath.

Fr. Saturday returned on Wednesday for
a final gathering with the entire student
body. Beth Boudreau, Principal of Saint
Joseph School, presented him with a school
gift bag and Saint Joseph School items
as a token of appreciation. During the
assembly, the Saint Joseph School National
Junior Honor Society (NJHS)—advised
by Mrs. Karen Lefebvre—presented Fr.
Saturday with a $500 donation to support
his church’s work.

NJHS is a national student organization
that recognizes middle school students for

scholarship, leadership, service, character,
and citizenship. At Saint Joseph School,
members commit to service throughout
the year and organize regular fundraisers
to support a variety of charitable causes—
both local and beyond. The donation to Fr.
Saturday’s ministry is one example of how
NJHS students at Saint Joseph School put
their values into action through planned
giving and ongoing service initiatives.

The assembly concluded with the school
community singing “Sto Lat” and taking
a group photo with Fr. Saturday. Staff and
students expressed gratitude for his visit
and shared hope that he will return to Saint
Joseph School again in the future.

Sheriff’s Office announces promotion
of local correctional officer

WEST BOYLSTON — Worcester

County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis is proud
to announce the promotion of four officers
to the rank of sergeant at the Worcester
County Jail and House of Correction.
Among those advancing from officer to
sergeant is Andrew Schuler of Spencer.

In their new roles, these sergeants will
take on increased leadership responsibil-
ities, including supervising officers and
civilian staff, overseeing inmate activities,
and ensuring the safety and security of both
staff and inmates within the facility.

“These promotions recognize individ-

Courtesy

Sheriff Evangelidis (Right) and Sergeant Andrew Schuler (Left).

uals who consistently demonstrate lead-
ership, professionalism, and a deep com-
mitment to public safety,” said Sheriff
Lew Evangelidis. “Each of these officers
has distinguished themselves through their
dedication and ability to lead by exam-
ple. I am confident they will continue to
strengthen our mission to serve the resi-
dents of Worcester County with integrity
and excellence.”

The Worcester County Jail and House of
Correction houses pre-trial detainees and
inmates serving sentences of 2.5 years or
less. In addition to managing the facility,
the sheriff’s office operates community
resource centers in Fitchburg, Worcester,
and Webster.

For more information about the Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office and opportunities
to join as a Correctional Officer, please vis-

Fr. James Kandole Saturday sits with Saint
Joseph School’s PreK three-year-old students
during his classroom visit, speaking about the
Nativity and the birth of Jesus as the children
listen attentively.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

Trash
Removal

Weekly
Pickups

Cleanouts
~ Reliable ~

www.durkintrucking.com
&5 Spencer 3
508-885-4499

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

308 4
LAKESIDE

1/16
1/23
1/24

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99
Three-Gourse Meal Deals

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! pusic

Easy Season BINGO
Jonny Taylor THEI‘:{E:JAY
Bad Tickers

7709

Please visit our website |
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
B08LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on

Facebook

> out the

Winter
menu

" new Fall/

itwww.WorcesterCountySheriff.com.

Winter " siis:
@@/@ InterestkorYear

We are in the process KX
of selling out some of
our current stock to
make room for new
2026 models. X
Because of this, we
are offering savings
throughout the store!

Bedrooms

% Living Rooms

Recliners

Occasional Pieces

% Entertainment
Centers

% Sealy Mattresses

g

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville e 508-234-8777
FREE Delivery & Removal ¢ FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5
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OBITUARIES

Diane Ruth Valencourt,79

N O R T H
BROOKFIELD- Diane
Ruth Valencourt,79,0f
North Brookfield,
passed away peacefully
on January 8, 2026 sur-
rounded by the family
she loved so dearly.
She was born on May
23,1946, in Ware, MA the daughter of the
late Harold and Helen (Lyons) Chenevert.
She grew up in North Brookfield alongside
her four siblings and was a proud graduate
of North Brookfield High School, Class
of 1964.

On July 15, 1967, Diane married the
love of her life, Joseph A. “Joe” Valencourt
Jr. Together, they built a life centered
on the values of family and community.
While raising her children, Diane operated
a beloved childcare business out of her
home for over 20 years, touching the lives
of many local families. Later in life, she
brought her warmth and gift for conversa-
tion to the North Brookfield Newsroom,
where she served as a cook and server for
over nine years.

Diane was known for her vibrant, out-
going personality. She was a dedicated
member of the Theatre Guild of North
Brookfield, where she shared her talents
in numerous productions, often appearing
on stage alongside her family members.

Family was the single most important
thing in Diane’s life; she structured every
activity to ensure her loved ones were
near. She especially cherished summers at
Old Orchard Beach and peaceful trips to
Ogunquit, Maine, with her husband, Joe.

Her memory lives on through her
children Michelle L. Lucchesi and her
husband Christopher, Joseph A. “Jay”
Valencourt III and his wife Deirdre
and David M. Valencourt. She was the
“Nana” who cherished her six grandchil-
dren Sarah, Jordyn, Julia, Olivia, Joey,
and Max; two great-grandchildren Fox
and Wren; siblings, Richard Chenevert,
Harold Chenevert Jr and his wife Esther,
Judith Novak & her husband Paul and
Joseph Chenevert and his wife Judy, as
well as many cherished nieces, nephews
and friends. Her adored cat Pumpkin will
miss her. Diane was predeceased by her
beloved husband, Joseph A. Valencourt Jr.
and a granddaughter Macy.

Friends and loved ones are invited to
attend a graveside service and celebration
of Diane’s remarkable life to be announced
in the Spring. In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that donations be made in
Diane’s name to the Theatre Guild of
North Brookfield 1205 Oakham Rd New
Braintree, MA. 01531. Arrangements are
under the care of Pillsbury Funeral Home
44 Gilbert St North Brookfield.

Robert A. Jackman, 89

North Brookfield —
Robert A. Jackman, 89,
of North Brookfield,
passed away  on
Monday, January 12,
2026, surrounded by his
loving family at home.

He leaves behind
his beloved wife of 61
years, Patricia E. Jackman; his daughter,
Martha L. Conley and her husband, Steve,
of Standish, ME; his son, Peter W. Jackman
and his wife, Patty, of Baiting Hollow, NY;
his four beloved grandchildren, Joshua and
James Conley, and Sarah and Tyler Klos;
as well as his brother, Paul Jackman of GA,
and his sister, Lynne Pincince of Hillsboro,
NH. He was born in Saugus, MA, son of
the late Edward and Doris Jackman.

Bob earned his bachelor’s degree from
Northeastern University and later went
on to earn his Master of Divinity from
the former Bangor Theological Seminary.
In his spare time, he loved visiting the
White Mountains in New Hampshire, and
Downeast Maine. In his younger years,
he enjoyed tent-trailer and travel-trailer
camping with Pat and the kids. More

recently, he visited Bermuda, Scotland,
Alaska, and made a western states National
Parks tour. He enjoyed watching the Red
Sox play, and playing the occasional round
of golf, as well as solving crossword puz-
zles. He also enjoyed indulging in sweets.
However, the time he could spend with his
family was that which he loved most of all.

Calling hours for Robert were held on
Friday, January 16, 2026, from 4:00PM
to 6:00PM in Varnum Funeral Home,
43 E Main Street, West Brookfield, MA
01585. A Funeral Service was held the
following day, Saturday, January 17,
2026, at 11:00AM in West Brookfield
Congregational Church, 36 North Main
Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585. Burial
will be held in Walnut Grove Cemetery in
North Brookfield in the spring.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be made to the Sharing Cupboard
Food Pantry, PO Box 371, West Brookfield,
MA 01585.

Varnum Funeral Home is honored to
serve the Jackman family. An online trib-
ute page is available at varnumfuneral-
home.com.

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge Press, Jr ’
PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail < W 7
to obits @ stonebridgepress.news S »

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. W026P0061GD
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
In the interests of
Alayna Rondeau
of Spener, MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor filed by on 01/08/2026 by
Derek J. Ingalis of Falmouth, MA will
be held 02/05/2026 08:30 AM Guard-
ianship of Minor Hearing
Located Worcester Probate & Family
Court
2. Response to Petition: You may
respond by filing a written response to
the Petition or by appearing in person
at the hearing. If you choose to file a
written response, you need to:
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at
least five (5) business days before the
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a
parent of the minor child who is the
subject of this proceeding you have a
right to be represented by an attorney.
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof
that you are indigent, an attorney will
be assigned to you. Your request for an
attorney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at
the court location where your case is
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing:
A minor over age 14 has the right to
be present at any hearing, unless the
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s
best interests.
ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more
years of age and not the petitioner),
the guardian, the parents of the minor,
and any other person if ordered by the
Court, at least fourteen (14) days prior
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice must be made by the sheriff,
constable, or other person appoved
by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party. IT
IS ORDERED that copies of this No-
tice and the Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor be served on
the interested party by leaving at and
mailing by regular first class mail to
last and usual place of residence of the

interested party at least fourteen (14)
days prior to the date of hearing listed

above.

If the identity of whereabouts of an
interested party is not known, IT IS
FURTHER ORDERED that copies of
this Notice and Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served
on all interested persons at least four-
teen (14) days prior to the hearing
date by mailing first class mail and by
publishing a copy of the Order and No-
tice once in Webster Times, Webster
publication to be at least Seven (7)
days prior to the hearing date.

If required, service on the United
States Veteran Administration and the
Department of Children and Families
may be accomplished by regular first
class mail at least Seven (7) days prior
to the hearing.

THIS IS ALEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect
your rights has been scheduled. If you
do not understand this notice or other
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.

Date: Jauary 8, 2026

Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate

January 23, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P0089EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Larry M McPartland
Date of Death: 07/01/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication
of Intestacy and Appointment of
Personal Representative has been
filed by Michael McPartland of North
Brookfield MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as requested
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Michael McPartland of North Brook-
field MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate to
serve With Personal Surety on the
bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
02/10/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,

action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: January 12, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

January 23, 2026

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Wednesday, January 28th, 2026,
at 7:00pm
Banquet Room, Brookfield Town
Hall, 6 Central Street,
Brookfield, MA
In accordance with provisions of G.L.
c.111, §31, the Board of Health will hold
a Public Hearing on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 28th, 2026, at 7:00pm in the Ban-
quet Room of the Brookfield Town Hall
located at 6 Central Street, Brookfield,
MA 01506, to review and hear com-
ments relative to a proposed amend-
ment to the Board of Health Regulation
entitled Restricting the Sale of Tobac-
co Products. Proposed amendment in
the draft regulation include, but are not
limited to, amending restrictions on the
sale of and the nicotine content of oral

nicotine pouches.

The proposed regulation can be re-
viewed by contacting the Brookfield
Board of Health at (508) 867-2930 ex-
tension 22 and may be found at www.
mytowngovernment.org/01506 under
Board of Health

Any person interested or wishing to
be heard on this proposed regulation
should appear at the time and place
designated.

January 9, 2026

January 16, 2026

January 23, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court 225 Main Street
Worcester MA, 01608
Docket No. WO26P0092GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G. L.c. 1908, § 5-304
In the matter of:
Eric Gerhard
Of: West Brookfield,MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-

er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by Department Of Develop-
mental Serv of Worcester, MA in the
above captioned matter alleging that
Eric Gerhard is in need of a Guardian
and requesting that
Adam S. Gerhard of Newmarket, NH
Jeremy Gerhard of Southfield, Ml
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
02/10/2026. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, on. Kathryn M. Bailey, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: January 12, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
January 23, 2026

At the Zoning Board of Appeals
meeting to be held on Tuesday Feb-
ruary 10, 2026, in the McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157
Main Street, Spencer, MA, a public
hearing will be held on the follow-
ing items starting at 7:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as can be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing — Spencer
Zoning Board of Appeals

Variance Permit Finding— Applicant:
Brendan O’Rourke, Owner: Eliza-
beth Rafferty O’Rourke Rev Trust:
Location: 39 Wilson Ave, Spencer
Assessor’s Map U29-43. The appli-
cant is seeking a Variance under
section 5.2.6 (Detached Accessory
Structure) of the Spencer Zoning
Bylaw to build a retaining wall in the
front setback for additional parking.
The property is in the Lake Residen-
tial (LR) district.

January 23, 2026

January 30, 2026

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127
email: legals@stonehridgepress.news
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Lanterns Along Main Street

There was a time shape each word.
when every import- LANTERNS Someone thought
ant message in life ALONG enough of me to
arrived in an enve- place a stamp in
lope. MaIN the corner and

You could tell STREET walk it to a mail-
what kind of day =——————— box. That effort
it was going to be By CHARLES  carried meaning all
by the look of the its own.
mail. A thick enve- In our

lope meant paperwork. A
thin one with careful hand-
writing meant something
better. Sometimes it was a
birthday card. Sometimes
it was a note from an old
friend who had not for-
gotten you. Either way, it
required a small ritual. You
carried it inside. You sat
down. You opened it slowly.
You read it more than once.

These days, most of our
messages arrive silently.
They pop onto a screen
and vanish with the swipe
of a finger. Efficient, yes.
Convenient, absolutely. But
I sometimes wonder what
we lost when we stopped
holding words in our hands.

I was reminded of this
last week, when I found a
small stack of old letters
tucked inside a desk draw-
er. They were not famous
letters. No historic figures.
No dramatic confessions.
They were simple notes
from people who mattered
to me at different points in
life. A thank-you card from
a neighbor after we helped
move a couch. A short let-
ter from a relative who has
since passed. A postcard
sent from a vacation years
ago, the handwriting slight-
ly crooked, the ink faded
around the edges.

What struck me was not
the content alone. It was the
care. Someone took time to
sit down, choose a pen, and

Massachusetts towns, we
still see glimpses of that
slower rhythm. You notice
it when someone holds the
door at the post office and
waits, rather than rushing
past. You see it when neigh-
bors exchange Christmas
cards that arrive days after
the holiday, yet feel no less
warm. You hear it when
someone says, “I wanted to
tell you this in person,” and
means it.

We live in a world that
rewards speed. Faster
replies. Faster news. Faster
everything. There is noth-
ing wrong with progress.
I appreciate being able to
check in on family with a
quick message or send a
photo across the state in
seconds. But speed should
not replace intention.

There is something
grounding about slowing
down long enough to put
thoughts on paper. When
you write a letter, you tend
to choose words more care-
fully. You pause. You recon-
sider. You often soften your
tone because you know the
message cannot be edited
after it is sent. That alone
might improve a few con-
versations in modern life.

I am not suggesting we
abandon technology or
return to quill pens and can-
dlelight. I am suggesting we
remember that human con-
nection benefits from effort.

A handwritten note does not
need to be long. It does
not need perfect grammar.
It needs sincerity.

Imagine what would
happen if more of us sent
a simple card to a teacher
who made a difference, a
neighbor who checked in
during a tough week, or a
family member who rarely
hears how much they mat-
ter. Those envelopes would
carry more than paper. They
would carry recognition.

Our small towns have
always thrived on these
quiet gestures. The casse-
role dropped off without
being asked. The wave to a
familiar face at the grocery
store. The short conversa-
tion at the hardware counter
that turns into advice about
life rather than screws.
These are the lanterns along
our main streets. They do
not blaze. They glow steadi-
ly, guiding us back to one
another.

This week, I plan to write
a few notes and send them
the old-fashioned way. No
special occasion. No dra-
matic reason. Simply a
reminder to people I appre-
ciate that they are seen and
valued.

If you are looking for a
simple way to make the
world around you feel a lit-
tle warmer, consider doing
the same. Write one let-
ter. Address one envelope.
Drop it in the mailbox and
walk away knowing you
have sent something more
lasting than a notification.

In a fast-moving world,
choosing to slow down,
even briefly, can feel qui-
etly revolutionary. And
sometimes, the smallest acts
carry the brightest light.

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
1= KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Brookfields Lions Club
accepting scholarship applications

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The Brookfields Lions
Club is now accepting
applications for its annu-
al scholarship program,
according to club president
Bill Cass.

Each year, the club
awards a scholarship of up
to $1,000 to a graduating
senior in each of the club’s
member communities, Cass
said. Recipients of the 2026
Brookfields Lions Club
scholarship awards will be
announced in June.

To qualify for consid-
eration, applicants must
live in one of the member

Braintree — and submit an
application before their
school’s spring break. The
application must include the
student’s class rank and be
signed by the school’s guid-
ance director.

The application form is
now available for down-
load on the club’s website
at brookfieldslionsclub.org/
scholarships. The complet-
ed form should be mailed
to the scholarship selec-
tion committee care of
Brookfields Lions Club,
Scholarship Committee,
P.O. Box 128, North
Brookfield, MA 01535.

sclub@gmail.com, or
visit the Club’s Facebook
page at facebook.com/
BrookfieldsLionsClub.

As he world’s largest,
youngest and most active
service organization, the
mission of Lions Clubs
International is to empow-
er volunteers to serve their
communities, meet human-
itarian needs, encourage
peace, and promote inter-
national  understanding.
Members of the Brookfields
Lions Club are dedicat-
ed to service and support
in the communities of

Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters ¢ ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211  Fax: 508-234-2231

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified * RS# 2678

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

f

508-784-1550

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
s mEEEEEEEEEEEE SN N N

communities -- Brookfield,

For additional infor-

Brookfield, East Brookfield,

East Brookfield, North mation, please contact North Brookfield, West
Brookfield, West the Brookfields Lions Brookfield, and New
Brookfield, and New Club at brookfieldslion- Braintree.

WEEKLY POLICE BLOTTER

Spencer

There were no current arrest logs avail-
able as of our press deadline for this week’s
edition.

Leicester

The Leicester Police Department report-
ed the following arrests from Jan. 1-14.

Jose Gonzalez Santana, age 43, of
Spencer was arrested on Jan. 1 for Failure to
Appear Upon Recognizance, operating an
Uninsured and Unregistered Motor Vehicle,
and providing a false ID to law enforce-
ment.

An individual whose identity has been
withheld from publication received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest on Jan. 1 for Carrying
a Dangerous Weapon (a stun gun).

Thomas Michael Martin, age 64, of
Spencer was arrested on Jan. 2 for Operating
Under the Influence (liquor), Negligent
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, a Marked
Lanes Violation, and Possession of an Open
Container of Alcohol in a Motor Vehicle.

Two individuals whose identities have

been withheld from publication each
received a summons in lieu of arrest on Jan.

A dJAN
B%Q

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED

Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS

4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN 4 BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

3 for Larceny in an amount Over $1,200.

An individual whose identity has been
withheld from publication received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest on Jan. 5 for Larceny
in an amount under $1,200.

Steven Frank Lewis, age 76, of Cherry
Valley was arrested on Jan. 6 for Assault &
Battery with a Dangerous Weapon.

An individual whose identity has been
withheld from publication received a
summons in lieu of arrest on Jan. 8 for
Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle
and Use of an Electronic Device While
Operating a Motor Vehicle (first offense).

FamataJ.Kennedy,age 36,0f Southbridge
was arrested on Jan. 8 for Failure to Appear
in Court After Release and Unlicensed
Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

Saimir Sulce, age 64, of Worcester
was arrested on Jan. 9 for Shoplifting By
Concealing Merchandise.

An individual whose identity has been
withheld from publication received a
summons in lieu of arrest on Jan. 12 for
Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle
and a Motor Vehicle Lights Violation.

ENBLIE

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775  @mn.mm
492 Main St Oxford =

WORCESTERCOUNTY

\_LAWNMOWER.COM

o =)

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

HURLEY
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,
Delivered

GREEN
$230 per corn
Call John at
5089584350

For Advertising
[nformation
Call

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

T14-200-T308 | Foundaton i
‘1, Steps, Patios
emall- Water Proofing
. Walkw:
mlkaela @ Sto:e Ve?lfer
, Brick and Block Work
stonebridge Cord oo
Brian French
PIEss.News (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

475 MIKE LAMBERT'S
f PLUMBING &
\\,  HEATING INC.
) , ommercial,
Interior and Exterior ¢ P
_ Residential,
PowerWashing | \ney, Construction
Wallpapering
General Repair 369 Main St,
Fully Insured s Sted MA
pencer,
O‘S(r 40+ Years 1-833-069-4330
perience Fully Insured
508-764-8548
g MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
774'230 8373 @GMA|L.COM

David
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed

and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127
MA HIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
0: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

_Plumbing | _RooFiNG I Roofing __

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Gall Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
) .
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Local students earn Dean’s List Hofstra University
honors at Nichols College

DUDLEY — Nichols College is proud to recognize
the academic accomplishments of students on the fall
2025 Dean’s List.

Dean’s List recognizes those students who achieve
high grades during a single semester. To be included
on the Dean’s List, a student must have a minimum
grade point average of 3.5 for at least 12 undergraduate
credit-hours and must have received no grades below
B- during the semester.

The following local students have achieved Dean’s
List honors for the fall 2025 semester:

Zoe Cataldo of N. Brookfield

Colin Wallace of N. Brookfield

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned business accreditation
from the prestigious Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business (AACSB International), the lon-
gest serving global accrediting body for business
schools and the largest business education network con-
necting learners, educators, and businesses worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms today’s students
into tomorrow’s leaders through a dynamic, career-fo-
cused business and professional education. Nichols
offers real-world learning focused on professional
depth - combined with vibrant living, competitive
athletics, and an unmatched alumni advantage - equip-
ping students to exceed their own expectations. www.
nichols.edu

Local students earn President’s
List honors at Nichols College

DUDLEY — Nichols College is proud to recognize
the academic accomplishments of students on the fall
2025 President’s List.

President’s List recognizes those students who
achieve high grades during a single semester. Students
whose semester grade point average is 3.85 or higher
for at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours and no grades
below B- will receive President’s List honors.

The following local students have achieved
President’s List honors:

Kiana Barnes of E. Brookfield

Dylan Clark of Brookfield

Faith Lamonda of Spencer

Brennan Ogert of Spencer

Jett Reilly of Spencer

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned business accreditation
from the prestigious Association to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business (AACSB International), the lon-
gest serving global accrediting body for business
schools and the largest business education network
connecting learners, educators, and businesses world-
wide. Founded in 1815, Nichols transforms today’s
students into tomorrow’s leaders through a dynamic,
career-focused business and professional education.
Nichols offers real-world learning focused on profes-
sional depth - combined with vibrant living, compet-
itive athletics, and an unmatched alumni advantage
- equipping students to exceed their own expecta-
tions. www.nichols.edu

Place your ad" to
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Thank You FOSTER
PARENTS
St. Jude WANTED:
Seeking Quality
for Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
answered To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
prayers Generous
K M Reimbursement,
AL $1000 Sign-On
Bonus.
Call For Details.
WAR RELICS & Devereux Therapeutic
WAR SOUVENIERS Foster Care.
WANTED: (508)829-6769
WWII & EARLIER
svitwine il | Deverctix

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

6‘(t %€
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Help Wanted

The Resident Care Facility
at Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 167
North Spencer Road, Spencer,
MA., has an opening for a part
time facility cook.

Hourly wage negotiable de-
pending on experience and re-
lated skills

Requirements: High School
Diploma or GED. Ability to
speak and read English re-
quired. Must be able to under-
stand written policies and pro-
cedures. Must be able to work
unsupervised while following
food safety protocols.

For more information and to apply,
contact Wally Connor,
Facility/HR Manager at
(508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or
by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

CENTURY TOOL

——COMPANY, INC———
PRECISION MACHINING

CenturyToolUSA.com

Up to*10,0°0 SIGN'ON BONUS!

Employment Type: Full-Time
Shift: 1st Shift (Mon-Thurs: 6am-3:30pm, Fri: 6am-10am
About the Role:

Century Tool is seeking experienced, highly qualified Tool Makers and CNC Machinists to
join our precision manufacturing team. This position is ideal for individuals who excel in
producing tight-tolerance components in a job shop atmosphere and want to contribute to
a high performance, team oriented environment.

What We Offer:

+ - $10,000 sign-on bonus for qualified personnel, (see Sign-on Bonus Eligibility below).
+ - Top hourly rate based on experience

+ - BC/BS PPO Medical, dental and vision insurance

¢- 401k

+ - Paid time off and holidays

+ - Climate-controlled facility

+ - Annual Bonus

Qualifications:
+ - Minimum 5-10 years of Tool Making and /or CNC machining experience (milling, turning,
surface grinding)
- Strong undertstanding of G-code, tooling, and machining best practices
- Ability to read and interpret technical drawings
- Experience with Fanuc, ProtoTrak, and Hurco controls preferred
- Demonstrates commitment to quality, safety, and continuous improvement

Sign-On Bonus Eligibility:
The $10,000 sign-on bonus is available to candidates who meet experience and skill
requirements and successfully complete onboarding milestones. Bonus is paid in structured
installments over the first year of employment.

HOW TO APPLY:

Submit your resume to centurytool@centurytoolcompany.com or contact (860) 923-9523.
Qualified applicants will be contacted to schedule an interview and facility tour.

Hiring?
Reach More
Local Applicants

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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congratulates
Fall Dean’s List
students

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Hofstra University congratulates the
students named to the fall 2025 Dean’s List for their outstanding
academic achievements. Students must earn a grade point average
of at least 3.5 during the semester to make the Dean’s List.

Abbi Lane of Leicester.

Elizabeth Manfield of Spencer

Jessica McCarthy of Spencer

Jenna Oberg of N Brookfield

Hofstra University’s primary mission is to provide a quality edu-
cation to its students in an environment that encourages, nurtures,
and supports learning. At Hofstra, new ideas take shape through
collaboration, engagement, and interaction. Hofstra students create
their success with small classes and dedicated faculty, alongside
a beautiful campus, plus all the opportunities of New York City
within easy reach.

Music & Movement
at the Merrick

Public Library in
Brookfield

BROOKFIELD — Every Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., join Julie at the Merrick Public Library in Brookfield for
songs kids know and love! Stretch, move, sing, and dance, all
while developing early literacy skills through music and rhythm!
Recommended for ages five and under, but all ages are welcome.
Drop in--no registration necessary. This program is sponsored by
the Jeppson Memorial Grant and the Friends of the Merrick Public
Library.

Lasell University’s
Dillon Winkelmann
receives
Collaboration
Recognition Award

NEWTON — Dillon Winkelmann of Spencer was selected to
receive the Collaboration Recognition Award at Lasell University
for the Fall 2025 semester. This peer-nominated award recognizes
students who demonstrate excellence in collaboration through
effective communication, idea-sharing, and teamwork. The award
reflects Lasell’s emphasis on collaboration as a core learning
outcome and a key career readiness competency identified by the
National Association of Colleges & Employers.

. Dowe have your
| attention?

Print Advertising is a

Very powerful medium and can
teliver strongly for you businss.
Consumer immersion n fusted contnt has
Amassive impact on awareness, rust and effectiveness
0f s assciated aavertising. Media atenton scores s appled
0 reqular consumers of each medium, with print newspapers
topping the tabl with ascore of 60%,followed by regiona
Drin newspapers (76%). www. StonebridgePress.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-1308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge press.news

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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hope2own.com >( > Featuned Lioting
sm pdfdw'z - Owuner Brober - 2 -FAMILY offers 2,354 SF of living area! 2 Large Apartments, 5 Spaclous
Licensed in MA, CT & RI : Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of
REAL ESTATE GROUP w

TN
o= DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE | X
; . | | yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural
We Want e ﬁ Ll light that flows into these apartments! 2nd fir apt has a private enclosed rear
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 Your Listings! o L0~ entry with it's own outside covered porch. Updates were done to electric &
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! g o == roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900.

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

{ T ? . / / N
>f Webotor Labe Waterront Listingl!" ¥ ik B =
On Tndéan Point # 10 “Private R

Ll
HTEE L

& -G e e ‘J’wodécadéago,ﬂ-@e&a(m &mswﬁﬁasﬁry&missiom
Astounding Panoramlc Vlews across mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 10 serye MW@ 6,‘[ W Oqu W tﬁ& m( estate m

drenched from early morning sunrise till sunset! View the lake from all

windows. Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced Liv- As we CB(@E?W 20 ym # success, we M 10 m our sincere W ﬁrtﬁe W ef

ing Room! Recent Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-in closet.

Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage. $900,000. gy amaz‘”g C&m ~ Past, Present & Future &'tﬁe Communitties we serve in m 01—’ & R1
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

WEBSTER LAKE Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Baywew" We&m Late — 502 Ritldeer Votland Webster Lake Waterfront
WATERFHONT uanG| I % r - Renovated + move-in ready 8 Long Island
3 = b ] E & ; lakefront home w/1,700+/-Sq  Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island

ft. Open k|tchen/d|n|ng/||vmg Cottage, with Rare Boat Hou(s}«la Inclg%d:l Eﬁh'emelyéln'wu:
2z~ Clean & Well Maintained, Mot
e w_/cathedral_cellmgs & wall ‘.’f ern Conveniences w/the Charm
i windows. Primary suite w/pri- - of Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms,
. vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, T~ 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood
2nd Full bath. Lower level

] Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet

family room w/walkout to o Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full

~ Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-

“% vinyl railings, terraced yard, . WS Private Well for Outdoor &/or

sandy beach, professional . - " Off-Season Water Use! 14,300

— - i 4 SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of
, landscaping. Many updates “ ShiAle Lo

B e e s hemoarase ! Panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+

bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, ~ BedS, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51 of sandy beachfront! $799,000. Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1 '100,000

" Stove, Wrap-Around Screened
water. Wraparound deck, new =1 shop. Patio! Town Wr/Swr 4
$775,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

) ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 10 DAVE’S WAY
Great Lot, Great Location,

Great Features
= W *1.5 Baths *Kitchen with Dining Area
*3 Generous bedrooms *Oversized Deck
*Fenced in Yard
* Finished Lower Level Familyroom
*2 Car Detached Ovesized Garage

WORCESTER- SOLD- DUDLEY-7 ACRES | DUDEY- 8 ROOMS

L

l"l IE.|" [T

forciosre AUCTION

we do.

J—— . . NEW CONSTRUCTION .
107 Highfield Dr., Southbridge, MA Near UMASS Hospital LEICESTER . NEW PRICE : E

1,300= sf, 2BR, 2BA Ranch on .31x Acres
In “Pleasant Hills Estates” (55+)

Monday, January 26 at 11am On-site .
Terms: $16,000 certified deposit; 30 days to close. ContaCt Mlkaela TOdaY

JJ Manning 774-200-7308

AUCTIONEERS

/ IJ'\

.,-qpﬁ' '

*3 Full Baths

*1200 Sq Ft. Ranch

Info, Full Terms & More at: lkaela@ *1/5 Baths “Sided *Solar *24’ Great Room *2.5 Baths *Includes 2 Year
J J M . R *2 Bed Call Diane 774-239-2973 | *Hardwood Floors includes 1
WWW. annlng.com stonebrldgepreSS.news *Garage She Will Get It Sold! Extra Lot Home Warranty Plan
800.521.0111 MAAuc Lic# 111 - Ref # 26-2222 29A Chilmark St. $349,000 | 2 Victor Ave $395,000 126 Old Southbridge Rd $798,500 | 143 Charlton Rd

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell - any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, —
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate. I 54 SY A WA P, @

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news RE/MAX Professional Associates

Buying or Selling a home?
Every move is a new
beginning! Let me help you
navigate the path through

CHARLTON- Featured Home
| 50 OLD SPENCER RD $525,000

| *7 Room Split * Fireplace

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771

: Donnaflanneryrealtor.com *
your next journey... Donnaflannery@erakey.net . _2_Fu|| Baths
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE Finished Lower
Bob Bf{’ rh RFA LTOR NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER Level-
Warooiar MA SERVICE 3 Bedrooms-Bath
508-367-9226 TOP ACGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) ; . . *Recent Septic System
c?' ?? i g‘rr[eefel mat E!Sﬂ; QQ« ; SOLD & SOLD DOLIAR VOLUME z Szymczak :

@ ERAHALLOFFAME 3, Q CRS, GRI, SRES # ; ReMax Vision & Bl
[ MLS & — — 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = (==L

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT]

Mahke the
move!

Find the homes

of your
neighborhood
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Leicester Democratic Town Committee
to hold 2026 Democratic Caucus

LEICESTER — The Leicester
Democratic Town Committee
(LDTC) will hold its 2026
Democratic Caucus on Monday,

Valentine’s Night

March 9, at the Leicester Public
Library, located at 1136 Main St.,
Leicester.

The caucus will begin promptly

at 6 p.m., with doors opening at 5
p.m. Registration will open at 5:30
p-m. and close at 6:15 p.m. All eli-
gible Democrats are encouraged
to arrive early to ensure timely
registration and participation.
Democratic caucuses are an
important part of the party’s grass-

e ) Qo ie >
Where E very0|ne Goes For
Their Piece Of The Earth!

roots process, allowing registered
Democrats to participate in the
selection of delegates and alter-
nates to Democratic conventions
and to engage directly in party
governance at the local level.
Participants must be regis-
tered Democrats in the Town of
Leicester and meet all eligi-
bility requirements as out-
lined by the Massachusetts
Democratic Party. Same-day

Committee at ldtcmass@gmail.
com. or other auxiliary aids,
are encouraged to contact the
Leicester Democratic Town
Committee in advance at ldtc-
mass@gmail.com so that appro-
priate arrangements can be made.

The Leicester Democratic Town
Committee welcomes communi-
ty members who are interested
in civic engagement, democratic
participation, and helping shape

. ’

Maxwell Luciano’s -, .
¥ . i the future of the Democratic
at l_] nion Stat]Oﬂ o Party in Leicester and across the
MO _ . . e v Commonwealth.

For additional information
or questions regarding the cau-
cus, please contact the Leicester
Democratic Town Committee

at ldtcmass@gmail .com.

party registration may be
available in accordance with
party rules.

The caucus location is
ADA accessible. Individuals
requiring other aids are
encouraged to contact the
Leicester Democratic Town

WINTER IS HERE! |-

: LANDSCAPING STONE
Purple ® Red  White |
Light Gray  Dark Gray

| Dine & Dance

to your favorite

s R P Gl‘elge ¢ Blue Committee in  advance
:: LOVE SON G S £S at ldtcmass@gmail. . .

\ / * Construction Stone com so that appro- NataSSIa ROdﬂgUCZ
i . / e Title V Sand e Utility Sand priate arrangements ,

5 / « Concrete Sand  Pool Liner Sand | Cal%ﬁe mad]f- - of North Brookfield

* Chicken Coop Sand e Silt ¢ Lecester . R .
« Stone Dust » Grushed Gravel || Democratie Town - gchieves Dean’s List at
* Crushed Asphalt it
» Crushed Concrete ® Cold Patch ambers who. ar NECC

members who are
interested in civic
engagement, demo-
cratic participation,
and helping shape
the future of the
Democratic Party in
Leicester and across
the Commonwealth.

For additional
information or ques-
tions regarding the
caucus, please con-
tact the Leicester
Democratic Town

SLEDS, SKATES

AND TOBOGGANS!

HAVERHILL Congratulations to
Natassia Rodriguez of North Brookfield
on being named to the Northern Essex
Community College Fall 2025 Dean’s List.

To be included, students must attain a
grade point average of 3.3 or higher within
the term, carry six or more credits within
the term, and be matriculated in a degree
program.

Northern Essex Community College, the
first federally designated Hispanic Serving
Institution in New England, is an edu-
cation leader for the Merrimack Valley.
Through a supportive learning environment
and cultural inclusion, NECC embraces
all identities and inspires initiative and
excellence through top-notch affordable
certificate and associate degree programs
online and at campuses in Haverhill and
Lawrence. NECC offers many bachelor’s
degree transfer options, workforce devel-
opment and community education classes,
and is host to the NECC Police Academy,
MassHire Merrimack Valley, and Gallaudet

I~ SELF PICK-UP OR CALL
= To SCHEDULE YOUR
DELIVERY TODAY!

Saturday, Februéry-14 2026
~Call 508 755-1200

». - ‘for reservations __

Home owner il
FRIENDLY

NO
MINIMUMS ==

J -
m/ﬁﬁg :::.:::::

98 N. Spencer Rd.,e Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA B

.pondsandandqravgl_.gom, .
SALE! y 1 QZt
y
@

M. M MATTRESS SALE!

[ University’s Regional Center for the deaf
> PACKAGE g TWIN. $199 ' and hard of hearing. Visit Northern Essex
: L A UNDRV A (REGULARLY $299) online at www.necc.mass.edu.
; L: $269 SAVE UP TO 21 CU.FT.
REBATES A\ ¥ (REGULARLY 5409) 0 ' REEZE B kf. 1 d C .1
s\ QUEEN: 5299 WA N[N} | # |-ygg~) | Brookfield Council on
32" HD Smart TV........$99.99 ) (REGULARLY $599) " . . .
43” Smart TV............. DISHWASHER AIR FRY DISHWASHER WA_SHER & DRYER FRENCH DOOR CHEST . .
Regularly $249.9 Do, 5499.69 GAS RANGE Reg. $399.99 Pair - Reg. $1199.99 REFRIGERATOR FREEZER Hle)gRg;Y59E9§9 thlnkl h d
50” HDTV Television.. 5399_99 Reg $899 = szeg'gg'.ss $99Qg* si‘eg' “99999‘9?99 $ 99 RO on ng anca
Regularly $269'99_ ) . J J \__ AFTER REBATE! ) 3—, lsg
55” HDTV Television..$229.99 > 7 \ [ \
Regularly $349.99 WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT] FRIGIDAIRE FAMOUS MAKER LG 72000 mayTaG DELUXE ) [ WHIRLPOOL | WE INSTALL BROOKFIELD The Brookfield
DA Xl |TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR( | 18 BUFT. - | OVER THE STOVE | | waSHER & DRYER [ [ WASHEROR || SiDE BY SIDE| TELEVISIONS, / D — lhe Dbrooktlie
Regularly $599.99 s Reg.$899.999 9 FRIGERAT MICROWAV I;)ntLoad, Reg. mgg;gs R s rmsvose | \MICROWAVES & Council On Aging invites the commu-
Zagguva%‘é'é;&'é; """"" . 699 AR ‘999" ) ‘229" J l399 JAN ‘549 L “99 | DISHWASHERS! nity to a seminar, “Something to Think

About: Planning Ahead, Being Prepared,”
on Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 10:30 a.m. Lunch
will be served.

Pre-sign up is required by e-mail-
ing seniors@brookfieldma.us, or you may
drop by in person Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday, 10 a.m.-noon at the Brookfield
Congregational Church, 8§ Common St.

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

wH I I c o SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

ﬁ “' Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm o Sat: 9am-7pm o Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

ommunity
Connection

NORTHEAS7p774 5 OUR
P][ZZA Dasscon

Fresh mgredtents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Vorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER @ JEWELERS™ EI:

BRILLIANCE YOU

=]
DESERVE® ]
409 Main St. Southbridge, MA

morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

@ arl_ton Oﬂ.
- PrOpane

508-248- 9797
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

MCEPRAL Tanks Filled

EE S—— $4.99 301-500.....0.c00en $225 10 80% Open 7 Days a Week » We Deliver
50-75 s $3.49 500 PLUS....... $2.10 Dri JANUARY SPECIALS s
76-150..0vvre $2.95 Duel FUEl .ovrene 375  Driver Chicken Cutlet or Small
151-300........$255 Drop off Tanks....$300 Discretion Ha;’l:lz!;:rg Chicken Parm Sub Cheese Pizza c r o o ke d c re e k F
DON'T PAY T0OO MUCH FOR OIL! | | sm.$699 | Sm.8”s5.00 EUREHCH 4
Monday price 1/19/26 was <3.19 per gallon* Lg. 59.99 Lg. 127 56.99 NO LiMiT! East Brookﬁeld, Massachusetts

Gannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.
Leicester West Brookfield
1205 Main St. 208 W. Main St.
508-892-9276 508-867-9567
~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer ¢+ Wine at both Locations ~

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” ﬂ&

*prices subject to change

S5 www.northeastpizza.com
__________PLUMBING L
Advertisi : -
JOHN DALY PLUMBING Inform o8 Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,

of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages

Call
774-200-7308

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 1 FREE I. o c AI.
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning, ?mal . CALL / TEXT: (774) 200-7308
Buy What You Like And I Will Install. mikaela@ Y DELIVERY!
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-] st()nebridge www.crookedcreekrarmma.org

Call 508 304 7816 ¢ jdrainman714@aol.com

Press.n€ws



