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Golden Bear Pride shines 
as Thomas J. Ford of 

West Brookfield 
graduates from Western 
New England University
SPRINGFIELD —  Thomas J. Ford graduated from Western New England 

University with a Juris Doctor. 
The graduate ceremony was held on Sunday, May 19, at the MassMutual Center 

in downtown Springfield. More than 350 graduate students received their mas-
ter’s, law, and doctorate degrees from its Colleges of  Arts and Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, Pharmacy, and School of  Law. 

In his remarks, President Robert E. Johnson urged graduates to “embrace the 
future with confidence, courage, and optimism” and assured students that wher-
ever their future career takes them, they are “equipped with the skillset and the 
mindset to excel and make a meaningful impact on society.”

The Western New England University graduating class of  2024 hailed from 26 
states: Alabama, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire,  New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Wisconsin. Graduates also came 
from Canada, India, Malaysia, and Pakistan. 

Western New England University (WNE) is a private, nationally ranked, compre-
hensive institution with a focus on preparing work-ready and world-ready gradu-
ates. Founded in 1919 in Springfield as a division of  Northeastern College, WNE’s 
215-acre suburban campus serves more than 3,700 students, including over 2,500 
full-time undergraduates. More than 47,000 alumni have earned degrees through 
its more than 90 undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs at Colleges 
of  Arts and Sciences, Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy and Health Sciences, 
and School of  Law. Students come from 39 U.S. states and territories and 23 coun-
tries. Of  45,104 living alumni, 30 percent remain within the region, residing in the 
four Western Massachusetts counties and northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally 
ranked universities in  US News and 
World Report, and among the Top 100 
Undergraduate Engineering programs, 
and in the Doctoral/Professional 
Universities category in the  Carnegie 
Classification of  Institutions of  Higher 
Education.

REAL ESTATESponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet Roxie! 
Breed-Shepherd/Mix;
Age 7 years 5 months 24 days 
Gender-Female; Size-Large 

Roxie was adopted out as a puppy and never 
socialized. She is looking for an adult only home 
with no other animals. Roxie needs someone 
who is willing and able to put in the time and 
effort she needs to feel comfortable; as she can 
be reactive. Due to this she will need multiple 
meet and greets with her potential family. It’s 
going to take her time to trust but once she does 
you’ll discover her playful and silly side. Roxie has some special quirks! She 
needs someone who is experienced with reactive dogs as she isn’t a fan of 
the Vet, people she doesn’t know, and strangers touching her neck or feet. 
She will need muzzle training as it is necessary for her when going for vet 
visits. If you have questions, please give us a call at 508-867-5525

Roxie’s adoption has been paid for by a generous donor*

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Summer
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Aaminah
Aaminah loves to sing, dance, 

go to her gymnastic classes, 
color, play outside and watch 
movies. She will soon be joining 
a local Girl Scout troop and is so 
excited about it. In school she re-
ceives some assistance in writ-
ing and reading as well as sup-
port services for her social and 
emotional needs. She has been 
described as sweet with a vivid 
imagination but can so be very 
impulsive and will freely says 
what is on her mind. She current-
ly has an incentive plan for daily 
and evening activities which has 
been set by her program.
Aaminah has 4 siblings with 

whom she is very close and will need a family that can commit 
to keeping her in contact with them on a regular bases by phone, 
virtually and in-person. The ideal family for her should be trauma 
informed, patient, and supportive. Aaminah will also need a 2 parent 
family with no other children in the home or much older children. 
Aaminah’s new family must be trauma informed, patient, supportive, 
able to set and adhere to these limits as well as being loving and un-
derstanding. It is suggested that a family for Aminah would be one 
that would be a visitor to her on a regular basis, preferably weekly, 
until such time as Aaminah feels that she can trust and becomes 
bonded to this family.

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your 
family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.
org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out 
today to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster 
care.

Aaminah
Age 9 

Registration # 8076

FOR SALE
Victorian era sofa
$1,350 and chair $650

OBO Scott 
Pick up in Plymouth NH

(603) 254-5032

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its 
original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

BROOKFIELD 
$560,000, 13 Cottonwood Rd, Garcia, 

Dianne, and Garcia, Roberto, to 
Randall, Margaret G, and Randall, 
Leslie A.

$550,000, 147 Lake Rd, Faugno Gloria 
M Est, and Faugno, Gregory A, to Zitter, 
Sherry M, and Zitter, Forest O.

$123,333, 2 Gay Rd, Holdcraft, John 
D, to Walker Jr, Robert C, and Day, 
Madison O.

$61,667, 2 Gay Rd, Holdcraft, John 
D, to Walker Jr, Robert C, and Day, 
Madison O.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$305,000, 385 E Main St, Mcneaney 

Paul M Est, and Petitti, Alicia, to Lyons, 
Ariel E, and Dibaro, Kevin.

LEICESTER
$750,000, 155 Rawson St, Horton, Kali, 

and Koneiczny, Samuel, to Sane, Smita, 
and Gamble, James E.

$465,000, 10 Laurelwood Ave, 
Kozaczka, Anna M, to Halloran, 
Padraic, and Nadeau, Delaney.

$360,000, 12 Ferncroft Rd, Thayer, 
Mark, and Thayer, Deborah A, to Bain, 
Nicole, and Bain Jr, Jeffrey.

$138,000, 685 Pleasant St, Rondeau, 
Margaret, to Advanced Sanitary 
Supply.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$230,000, 342 N Main St, Foley 

Jeannette Est, and Morris, Laura, to 
Equity TCo.

SPENCER
$1,035,000, 21 Bond St, Stoler, Bradford 

R, and Stoler, Cindy D, to Humes, Gavin 
R, and Foley, Dawn.

$652,500, 5 Debbie Dr, Ellsworth, 
Betty, to Nguyen, Sophie P.

$450,000, 185 Northwest Rd, Burtt, 
Marc D, to Darson, David, and Staples, 
Katelynn.

$400,000, 21 Shore Dr, 21 Shore Dr 
T, and Property Privacy Svcs Tr, to 
Gariepy, Peter.

$300,000, 30 Ledge Ave, Mccurley, 
Kevin D, and Mccurley, Stacey A, to 
Wheeler Jr, Lawrence H, and Wheeler, 
Lisa M.

$300,000, 32 Ledge Ave, Mccurley, 
Kevin D, and Mccurley, Stacey A, to 
Wheeler Jr, Lawrence H, and Wheeler, 
Lisa M.

$50,000, 31 Kittredge Rd, G& m 2011 
Rt, and Lussier, George A, to Mansoor, 
Andy, and Mansoor, Stephanie.

$28,000, Main St #B, S & N Rivs Ent 
LLC, to Blanton 3rd, Johnny.

WARREN
$500,000, 764 Main St, Edward H 

Spencer Inc, to Nextgen Prop Holdings 
LLC.

$450,000, 161 Forest Ave, Piazzo, 
Kenneth C, and Piazzo, Barbara A, 
to Santo, Danielle M, and Williams, 
Joseph H.

$175,000, 1358 Brimfield Rd, Demarco, 
Elizabeth A, to Unger, Gerald N.

$151,500, 10 Lombard St, Eclipse 
Capital LLC, to Mj Real Estate LLC.

$116,237, 10 Lombard St, Nicholas, 
Karen M, to Eclipse Capital LLC.

$50,000, 335 Bemis Rd, Tetreault, 
Sarah D, and Ostapchuk, Rebecca F, to 
Kennon, Rachel V.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$630,000, 113 Tucker Rd, Tcc Realty 

TI, and Ferrero, Claire E, to Kowal, 
Jonathan A, and Kowal, Elise T.

$495,000, 34 Ridgewood Cir, Kowal, 
Jonathan A, and Kowal, Elise T, to 
Fenton, Brian.

$456,000, 7 Davis Rd, Whittemore, 
Sandra L, and Whittemore, Eric D, to 
Akil Sr, Joshua R, and Collins, Lindsay.

$390,000, 123 Pierce Rd, Baez, 
Margarita, to White, Frederic, and 
White, Mary J.

Leicester 
Knights of 
Columbus 

hosting chicken 
BBQ

LEICESTER — The Leicester Knights 
of  Columbus invite guests to attend a 
chicken BBQ event this month.

The program will take place on 
Sunday, Aug. 11, from noon to 4 p.m. (90 
Manville St., Leicester). 

Tickets are $15 per person. Admission 
includes a meal of  chicken, baked pota-
to, corn, and watermelon.  

Meals will be served from noon to 3 
p.m.

The event will also include raffles, 
baked goods, and a cornhole tourna-
ment.
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!
House Clean Outs • Junk Removal

Basements • Garages • Attics 
Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 

Sheds Demo & Removal
Serving Central Mass 

Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA

774-397-6500

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $280/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The Select Board has 
expressed its commit-
ment to participating 
in the first phase of  a 
regional study into inva-
sive aquatic species.

In a recent letter sent 
to the state’s Executive 
Office of  Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
(EEA), the Select Board 
outlined the town’s 
planned participation in 
the Quaboag River Valley 
Aquatic Invasives Study. 

The study is being 
organized by the Central 
Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission 
(CMRPC). Pending a 
grant award from state 
officials, the first phase 
of  the study will be 
launched.

“The town of  North 
Brookfield has worked 
with CMRPC on several 
projects in recent years, 
including projects that 

assess the climate vul-
nerabilities that lead 
to—and the natural haz-
ards that result from—
the proliferation of  inva-
sive species,” the board’s 
letter read. “Such proj-
ects include the Open 
Space and Recreation 
Plan and the EEA 
Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness Program.” 

The latest study will 
investigate invasive 
species that impair 
water quality along the 
Quaboag River Valley. 
Among other goals, the 
study will assess the 
area’s vulnerability to 
further aquatic habitat 
degradation.

Looking long-term, 
officials hope to use the 
study to develop a road-
map for implementing 
mitigation strategies. 
Town leaders also plan 
to eventually team up 
with local, regional, and 
non-governmental enti-
ties to help launch vari-
ous strategies. 

“As part of  this study, 

CMRPC will evaluate 
potential partnership 
opportunities for a future 
invasives mitigation 
collaborative that will 
serve to alleviate local 
burden and promote the 
exchange of  local knowl-
edge and resources,” 
the board’s letter read. 
“Overall, EEA planning 
assistance would allow 
CMRPC to establish a 
regional approach for 
addressing priorities 
established in previous 
municipal planning pro-
cesses.” 

If  approved, North 
Brookfield’s participa-
tion in the first phase of  
the study would involve 
several projected tasks. 
These include appoint-
ing a municipal employ-
ee or volunteer to serve 
on a quarterly steering 
committee; providing the 
CMRPC with available 
data or resources relat-
ed to town water bodies; 
and collaborating with 
neighboring communi-
ties within the Quaboag 

River Valley on matters 
related to aquatic inva-
sives management and 
watershed health. 

Jamie Flamand, 
Superintendent of  the 
North Brookfield Water 
Department, has worked 
closely with officials to 
prepare for participation 
in the study.

CMRPC officials are 
equally excited about the 
proposed partnership in 
the study, which is also 
expected to include the 
communities of  Spencer, 
East Brookfield, and West 
Brookfield.

“CMRPC is focusing 
on communities within 
the Quaboag River Valley 
due to the large presence 
of  aquatic invasives in 
the area and the need 
for improved regional 
capacity building,” read 
a statement released by 
CMRPC officials.

 
If  the study moves 

forward as planned, the 
quarterly steering com-

mittee would collabo-
rate with neighboring 
communities on matters 
related to the study and 
aquatic invasive species. 

 
“We are excited to 

potentially partner with 
several member commu-
nities to develop a pro-
posed multi-faceted and 
multi-disciplinary aquat-

ic invasive species study 
in the Quaboag River 
Valley,” said Janet Pierce, 
the CMRPC’s Executive 
Director. “If  CMRPC 
receives the grant award 
by the Commonwealth, 
this study will serve as 
a tool for leveraging a 
regional approach to 
aquatic invasive species 
management.”

Peter Mellekas — Courtesy

LOCAL TEEN TRIUMPHS 
AT MODELING AND  
TALENT COMPETITION
Cooper Mann, who is a 16 year old  from North Brookfield, 
attended the International Modeling and Talent Association 
(IMTA) Convention in New York City. IMTA is a week-long 
convention consisting of modeling, acting, singing, song-
writing and dance competitions with contestants from 
all over the world. Hundreds of fashion and talent agents 
along with personal managers, casting directors, network 
representatives and music producers judge the competi-
tions while searching for new models, actors, singers and 
dancers to work in the industry. During his time at IMTA, 
Cooper was chosen as a lead dancer for the Nicole Miller, 
Aaron Potts and Scarlett Maria Fashion Show and ended 
the week with a solo dance performance at the Awards 
Gala. Cooper competed in both divisions of modeling and 
talent where he was awarded multiple excellence medals, 
an Honorable Mention for Actor of the Year, 2nd Runner Up 
for Fashion Print along with Dancer of the Year. 

North Brookfield officials commit to 
invasive aquatic plant study

LEICESTER — Police are seek-
ing public assistance in identifying 
a teenage dirt bike operator who 
fled a traffic stop.

“The individual sought is a white 
male, approximately 15-17 years 
old, with a black full-face helmet,” 
read a statement released by the 
Leicester Police Department.

The suspect was operating a red 
and black dirt bike with no plates, 
police said. 

The suspect was last observed 
on July 19, illegally operating the 
vehicle on Route 9. The suspect fled 
from an officer who attempted to 
conduct a traffic stop.

“Based on where the vehicle 
came from and fled back toward, it 
is believed that the operator lives 
on the north side of  town,” the 
LPD statement read.

Police said the suspect could 
potentially live in the area of  
Whittemore Street, Hemlock 
Street, or Laflash Lane. Residents 
in those locations are asked to 
look out for a vehicle matching the 
above description.

Anyone who may know the iden-
tity or residence of  the suspect 
is asked to contact the Leicester 
Police Department at 508-892-7010 
(Option #7). 

Tips can be made anonymously.

Leicester police seek dirt bike 
operator for fleeing traffic stop

Local residents named to 
Clark University Dean’s List
WORCESTER —  The following local residents were named to Clark 

University’s Spring 2024 Dean’s List:
Abigail E. Gahagan, of  Leicester was named to first honors.
Ashley D. Leighton, of  Spencer was named to second honors.
Ana G. Ruggieri, of  Leicester was named to first honors.
Founded in 1887, Clark University is a liberal arts-based research 

university that prepares its students to meet tomorrow’s most daunting 
challenges and embrace its greatest opportunities. Through 33 undergrad-
uate majors, more than 30 advanced degree programs, and nationally rec-
ognized community partnerships, Clark fuses rigorous scholarship with 
authentic world and workplace experiences that empower our students to 
pursue lives and careers of  meaning and consequence. 

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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The month of  August has been home to many his-
torical events over the years. Here’s a look at some 
that helped to shape the world in August 1924.

• Three people are killed and 10 others are injured 
when a boiler fire erupts on the French battleship 
Courbet on August 1. The Courbet survives the fire 
and is eventually utilized during World War II.

• Boca Raton, Florida, is incorporated as 
“Bocaratone” on August 2. The name is changed to 
“Boca Raton” less than a year later.

• John Carroll O’Connor is born on August 2 in 
Manhattan. O’Connor would become one of  the most 
memorable television actors of  all time, notably por-
traying “Archie Bunker” in the sitcoms “All in the 
Family” and “Archie Bunker’s Place” in the 1970s 
and early 1980s.

• Berlin Jews hold a memorial service for Jewish 
soldiers who died during World War I on August 3. 
The Jewish service takes place after a Jewish preach-
er was forbidden from delivering a prayer during a 
similar service held outside the Reichstag commem-
orating German soldiers who died during the war.

• Women from six European nations compete in the 
first Women’s International and British Games in 
London on August 4. The competition is held because 
track and field events at the Summer Olympics were 
limited to men only.

• Confidence man Charles Ponzi is released from 
prison in Plymouth, Massachusetts on August 6. 
Ponzi served less than four years of  a five-year sen-
tence for financial crimes.

• Grand Duke Kirill Vladimirovich of  Russia, a 
first cousin of  the late Tsar Nicholas II, declares 
himself  “Guardian of  the Throne” for the Russian 
Empire on August 8. Two years later, the Grand Duke 
would declare himself  the emperor-in-exile.

• On August 10, Austrian police claim they discov-
ered a Soviet slush fund for stirring up unrest and 
revolt in the Balkans.

• The earliest sound film footage of  an American 
president is recorded on August 11 when Lee de 
Forest films U.S. President Calvin Coolidge on the 
White House lawn. De Forest uses his experimental 
Phonofilm process to make the recording.

• Andrew S. Anderson, the Democratic Party nom-
inee for South Dakota Governor, is gored by a bull 
on his property on August 11. Anderson does not 
survive the attack.

• Former world middleweight title holder Kid 
McCoy shoots his lover, Teresa Mors, on August 12 in 
Los Angeles. McCoy, retired from boxing at the time 
of  the shooting, shot Mors in a drunken rage after 
she told him what her friends thought of  him.

• Anthropologist Margaret Mead arrives in Samoa 
on August 17. Mead proceeds to begin working on 
her book, Coming of  Age in Samoa: A Psychological 
Study of  Primitive Youth for Western Civilisation, 
which became a landmark text and sparked years of  
ongoing, intense debate upon its publication in 1928.

• Canadian mountaineers complete the first ascent 
of  the 2,603-meters-tall Mount Fitzsimmons in 
British Columbia on August 19.

• United States Senator Nathaniel B. 
Dial and John J. McMahan, his challenger 
for the Democratic Party nomination in 
an upcoming election, are each arrested 
for disorderly conduct in South Carolina 
on August 20. Dial approached McMahan 
brandishing a chair during a campaign 
meeting that became contentious.

• On August 23, the planets Mars and 
Earth are the closest they had been since 
August 18, 1945. The two planets, which 
were the equivalent of  around 34.6 million 
miles from one another, would not be as 
close again until August 2003.

• On August 26, The Montreal Star pub-
lishes an interview with American auto-
motive executive Henry Ford in which the 

industrialist claims the Ku Klux Klan was a 
patriotic organization and “a victim of  lying 
propaganda.”

•Director John Ford’s first major film, 
“The Iron Horse,” premieres in New York 
City on August 28.

Golden Bear Pride shines 
as Western New England 

University honors Class of 2024
SPRINGFIELD —  Western New England University held its undergraduate com-

mencement ceremony on May 19 at the MassMutual Center, celebrating the Class of  
2024. The keynote speaker, esteemed journalist Latoyia Edwards, talked about the 
importance of  bringing passion and intensity to one’s work without overshadowing 
what’s most important: family. “If  you don’t remember any piece of  advice that I give 
you this morning, remember to never take anyone who loves and supports you for 
granted.”

Congratulations and best wishes to the newest Golden Bear Alumni. WNE is proud 
of  you!

Kiarra Rose Dorman of  West Brookfield graduated with a BSBA in Business Analytics 
& Information Management. Kiarra also graduated with a minor in Enterprise 
Research Planning with SAP.

Adeline M. Ford of  West Brookfield graduated Summa Cum Laude with a BS in 
Health Sciences. Adeline also graduated with a minor in Psychology and Chemistry.

Western New England University  (WNE) is a private, nationally ranked, compre-
hensive institution with a focus on preparing work-ready and world-ready graduates. 
Founded in 1919 in Springfield as a division of  Northeastern College, WNE’s 215-acre 
suburban campus serves more than 3,700 students, including over 2,500 full-time under-
graduates. More than 47,000 alumni have earned degrees through its more than 90 under-

graduate, graduate, 
and profession-
al programs at 
Colleges of  Arts and 
Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, and 
Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, 
and School of  Law. 
Students come 
from 39 U.S. states 
and territories 
and 23 countries. 
Of  45,104 living 
alumni, 30 percent 
remain within the 
region, residing in 
the four Western 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
counties and north-
ern Connecticut.

WNE is classified 
among national-
ly ranked univer-
sities in  US News 
and World Report, 
and among the Top 
100 Undergraduate 
Engineering pro-
grams, and in 
the Doctoral/
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Universities catego-
ry in the  Carnegie 
Classification of  
Institutions of  
Higher Education.
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DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Ktichenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

West Brookfield

Zoning Enforcement Officer

Position is responsible for enforcing the provisions 
of the Town of West Brookfield Zoning Bylaw and 
enforces the requirements of special permits issued by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.  This position is part time 
and is compensated with a stipend. 

Please follow the link to the West Brookfield Town 
Website for further details. 

https://wbrookfield.com/
board-openings-job-opportunities/

Isaiah Saint-Vil of Spencer 
graduates from Roger 
Williams University

BRISTOL, R.I. — Roger Williams University is proud to announce that Isaiah 
Saint-Vil of  Spencer graduated with a B.S. in Finance in May as part of  the Class 
of  2024.

About RWU
At Roger Williams University, students are prepared to be thinkers and doers 

ready to solve challenging problems with innovative solutions. RWU offers 50 
majors and robust offerings of  graduate and professional programs across eight 
schools of  study including Rhode Island’s only law school, with campuses on the 
coast of  Bristol and in the heart of  Providence, R.I. With small classrooms and 
a focus on undergraduate and graduate research and community engagement, a 
Roger Williams education blends the strength of  liberal arts and professional stud-
ies, providing all students with the depth and breadth of  interdisciplinary thinking 
and well-rounded knowledge necessary to succeed in our interconnected, global 
world. RWU is committed to strengthening society through engaged scholarship so 
that students graduate with the ability to think critically and apply the practical 
skills that today’s employers demand.

Western New England 
University celebrates 
Dean’s List students

SPRINGFIELD — Western New England University (WNE) takes immense pride 
in recognizing the outstanding academic achievements of  over 670 students who 
have been named to the Dean’s List for the Spring 2024 semester.

A WNE education provides career-span agility through a curriculum grounded 
in professional/experiential studies, enhanced by the liberal arts, and enriched by 
mentored research that equips graduates to adapt and succeed in the workplace of  
the future.

Sydney Corfey of  West Brookfield is working toward a BA in Psychology.
Ryan Seeton of  West Brookfield is working toward a BSBA in Business Analytics 

& Information Management.
Western New England University  (WNE) is a private, nationally ranked, com-

prehensive institution with a focus on preparing work-ready and world-ready 
graduates. Founded in 1919 in Springfield as a division of  Northeastern College, 
WNE’s 215-acre suburban campus serves more than 3,700 students, including more 
than 2,500 full-time undergraduates. More than 47,000 alumni have earned degrees 
through its more than 90 undergraduate, graduate, and professional programs at 
Colleges of  Arts and Sciences, Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy and Health 
Sciences, and School of  Law. Students come from 39 U.S. states and territories and 
23 countries. Of  45,104 living alumni, 30 percent remain within the region, residing 
in the four Western Massachusetts counties and northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally ranked universities in US News and World 
Report, and among the Top 100 Undergraduate Engineering programs, and in the 
Doctoral/Professional Universities category in the  Carnegie Classification of  
Institutions of  Higher Education.

100 Years Ago This Month: Historical events from August 1924
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 7/29/24 was $3.19 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

AUGUST SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Sausage
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Cheesburger 
Sub

Add bacon $1 more 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 
EVERYDAY 11-4 

only $5.00!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

https://lorilaflowerrnaesthetics.com/
Lorilaflowerrn@gmail.com

774-371-0665
9 Mechanic St. Spencer, MA 01562

At Diamond Nail Salon and Spa

Neurotoxins  

(Botox, Juveau, Xeomin), 

Dermal fillers, Vitamin therapy, 

IV hydration, Dermaplaning 

facial, Microneedling,  

Medical grade chemical peels.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Another summer of  
above-normal summer 
temperatures in much of  
the country may be tak-
ing its toll on your vegeta-
ble gardens. Temperature 
extremes can interfere 
with flowering and fruit 
set, resulting in poor 
flowering, blossom drop, 
and a lack of  or misshap-
en fruit on tomatoes, pep-
pers, squash, and more.

 
The impact of  tem-

perature on plants 
depends on the stage of  
the plant’s development. 
Plants ready to flower or 
developing fruit during 
times of  optimum tem-
peratures will be fine but 
plants that are ready to 
flower or develop fruit 
during more extreme 
temperatures experience 
problems.

 
Tomatoes thrive in 

warm, sunny conditions 
but when daytime tem-
peratures rise above 
90 degrees Fahrenheit 
and night tempera-
tures remain above 70 
degrees Fahrenheit  blos-
som drop  and poor fruit 
development may occur. 
This combined with low 
humidity and the pollen 
is not viable. In hot and 
humid conditions, the 

pollen is too sticky and 
doesn’t move from the 
male to the female part 
of  the flower. Without 
pollination, the flowers 
won’t be fertilized, and 
fruit will not develop.

 
On the other hand, 

when night tempera-
tures are below the 
optimum of  59 to 68 
degrees Fahrenheit, 
less viable pollen is pro-
duced so fewer fruit will 
form. Cooler tempera-
tures below 55 degrees 
Fahrenheit can result 
in misshapen fruit and 
cat-facing.   Fortunately, 
this malformed fruit is 
still tasty and safe to eat. 

 
Temperature extremes 

also impact pepper pro-
ductivity. When tempera-
tures climb to 95 degrees 
or higher, the pollen is 
sterile and flowers may 
drop. Small fruit may also 
fall from the plant during 
such hot spells. Pepper 
plants also experience 
poor fruit set when night 
temperatures drop below 
60 degrees or rise above 
75 degrees.

 
Flowering in squash 

and cucumber plants is 
also influenced by tem-
perature and other envi-

ronmental factors. These 
plants typically produce 
separate male and female 
flowers. The male flow-
ers usually appear first, 
and it is not until both 
the male and female 
flowers are present that 
pollination, fertilization, 
and fruit production can 
occur.

 
The research found 

cool temperatures, bright 
sunlight, and shorter 
days encourage female 
flower production while 
male flowers are more 
prolific during warmer 
temperatures, less sun-
light, and close spacing. 
Flowering on squash 
and cucumbers is also 
impacted by nitrogen fer-
tilization. Too much can 
prevent female flower for-
mation while insufficient 
amounts can reduce the 
number of  male flowers. 

 
In addition, rainy 

weather or improper-
ly applied pesticides 
that prevent bee activ-
ity and pollination 
can also result in mal-
formed cucumbers.

 
These aren’t the only 

vegetables impacted by 
temperature extremes. 
Eggplants, a close rel-
ative of  tomatoes and 

peppers, do not set fruit 
until night temperatures 
are above 55 degrees. 
Beans stop flowering or 
the flowers die when tem-
peratures rise above 85 
degrees. 

 
The simplest solution 

is to wait for optimum 
temperatures and proper 
humidity levels to return. 
Once this happens, the 
plants will begin produc-
ing fruit. Be sure to har-
vest regularly to keep the 
plants producing.

 
If  poor productivity 

caused by weather is a 
yearly problem, consider 
planting varieties better 
suited to these extremes, 
adjust the planting times, 
and if  needed, find a 
more suitable growing 
location. 

 
When the harvest is 

delayed, extend the sea-

son with the help of  row 
covers. These fabrics 
allow sunlight, air, and 
water through while 
trapping heat around the 
plants. Loosely cover the 
plants and anchor the 
edges with stones, boards, 
or landscape staples 
when frost is forecasted. 
You can leave the fabric 
in place for the remain-
der of  the year. Just lift it 
to harvest and secure the 
fabric when done. 

 
If  this summer’s 

weather leaves you dis-
appointed with the har-
vest, remember there is 
always next year.

 
Melinda Myers has 

written over 20 gar-
dening books, includ-
ing  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd 
Edition  and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything”  instant 
video and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Poor flowering and fruiting in the vegetable garden

Melinda Myers

Cooler temperatures below 55 degrees Fahrenheit can result in 
misshapen fruit and cat-facing as seen in this photo.
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You can’t predict financial emergen-

cies — but you can prepare for them.
To do that, you can build an emergen-

cy fund to pay for unexpected expenses, 
some of  which may be sizable. Without 
one, you might be forced to dip into your 
investments, possibly including your 
retirement accounts, such as your IRA 
or 401(k). If  this happens, you might 
have to pay taxes and penalties, and 
you’d be withdrawing dollars that could 
otherwise be growing over time to help 
pay for your retirement.

In thinking about such a fund, consid-
er these questions:

How much should I save? The size of  
your emergency fund should be based on 
several factors, including your income, 
your spouse’s income, and your cost of  
living. However, for most people in their 
working years, three to six months of  
total expenses is adequate. Once you’re 
retired, though, you may want to keep 
up to a year’s worth of  expenses in your 
emergency fund — because you don’t 
want to be forced to cash out invest-
ments when their price may be down, 
and you may not be replenishing these 
accounts any longer.

How can I build an emergency 
fund?  Given all your normal expenses 
— mortgage, utilities, food, transpor-
tation, and others — you might find 
it challenging to set aside some extra 
money in an emergency fund. But you 
do have opportunities. If  you’re work-
ing, you could set up a direct deposit so 
that part of  your paycheck goes directly 
into your emergency fund. You could 
also save a portion of  any extra income 
you receive, such as bonuses and tax 
refunds.

Where should I keep the money? An 
emergency fund has two key require-
ments: You need to be able to access the 
money immediately and you need to 
count on a certain amount being avail-
able. So, it’s a good idea to keep your 
emergency fund in a liquid, low-risk 
account that offers protection of  princi-
pal. For this fund, you’re less interested 
in growth than you are in stability. 
But because interest rates have recent-
ly changed, you may be able to get a 
reasonable return without sacrificing 
liquidity or safety.

What types of  emergencies should 
I prepare for?  Your emergency fund 
could be needed for any number of  
events: a job loss or early retirement, 
housing or auto repairs, unreimbursed 
medical bills, unexpected travel, and so 
on. But this fund may also be needed 
to help you cope with other threats. 
Consider this: In 2023, the U.S. saw a 
record 28 weather and climate disasters, 
each of  which resulted in at least $1 
billion in damages — and often many 
times this amount — according to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Depending on where 
you live, your home or business may be 
susceptible to tornadoes, floods, wild-
fires, hurricanes and extreme heat and 
cold waves. These events can, and do, 
result in property repair and relocation 
costs, higher insurance premiums and 
even price increases for basic goods, 
such as groceries and prescription med-
ications.

One final word about an emergency 
fund: It takes discipline to maintain it 
and to avoid tapping into it for everyday 
expenses or impulse purchases. The 
name says it all — this is a fund that 
should only be used for emergencies. By 
keeping it intact until it’s truly needed, 
you can help yourself  weather many of  
the storms that may come your way.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

How strong 
is your 

emergency 
fund?

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:
It is with a heavy heart that I ponder 

the withdrawal of  President Biden 
from the 2024 election. My letter last 
week was given the title “Democrats 
must unite around Biden.”  I truly 
believed that. But President Biden 
revealed on Sunday that he would not 
seek reelection. With that decision, 
he personified something that Donald 
Trump could never do because he is 
a narcissist in the extreme. President 
Biden was the best example of  altru-
ism. He had the best interests of  the 
country and the Democrat Party that 
influenced that decision.  Let me 
remind the readers of  the definition 
of  altruism.  It is the quality of  being 
unselfish and concerned for the wel-
fare of  others. Being narcissist in the 
extreme, Trump who thinks only of  
himself, never others, could never 
make such a decision.

Mr. Buckley of  Leicester started 
his letter addressing Patricia, and I 
guess he means me. He said that I, like 
all “never Trumpers,” claimed that 
Trump lied dozens of  times during 
the presidential debate. I did, and I do 
own that claim.  Did Mr. Buckley and 
I watch different debates? Every word 
uttered by DJT was a lie. He deflected 
from the questions asked by the mod-
erators and spewed his lies instead. 
And the moderators let him get away 
with it.  Shame on them! 

I watched with horror the attempt 
on Trump’s life on July 13. He is defi-
nitely not my candidate of  choice, but 
I am glad the assassin was not success-
ful. That would have been a tragedy,

Mr. Buckley went on to suggest 
books Biden might write – “The Art 
of  the Lie” and “The Art of  the Steal.” 
Let’s remember that during the 2016 
campaign, the tally of  lies on the part 
of  Trump numbered in the thousands. 
Trump apparently believes his lies 
are the truth and Mr. Buckley and 

others hear them so often that they 
have come to believe them as well. And 
Trump very clearly wanted Pence to 
overthrow the results of  the 2020 elec-
tion. The tactic of  Projection is used 
by Trump to accuse his opponents of  
doing the very thing he is doing, and 
his supporters are too quick to believe 
him.

Trump has made it clear that he 
admires dictators around the world.  
He praised Putin for being a smart 
man to invade Ukraine (Putin would 
likely invade further into Europe if  he 
is successful there. WWIII?)   And who 
can forget the love letters exchanged 
between Trump and Kim Jung Un? 
When Khashoggi was killed in Saudi 
Arabia Trump didn’t even ask for an 
investigation. When President Biden 
was making addresses at the remem-
brance of  D Day in Europe, Trump 
was welcoming Viktor Orban, Prime 
Minister, of  Hungary who is report-
ed to be an ally of  Putin to his Mar 
a Lago home. These are men who 
Trump would aspire to be like.

Trump not only would likely align 
himself  with dictators — he has 
pledged revenge and retribution for 
any who oppose him. He seems to have 
no regard for the rule of  law and that 
he is above it. Not! He wants to disre-
gard the balance of  powers (executive, 
judicial, and legislative) set by our 
founding forefathers and put it in the 
executive branch to give him all the 
power if  elected president.  

I am ready to support Kamela Harris 
as the nominee for president. Before I 
knew who she was, I was impressed 
with her questions when she was 
on committees.  She was so smart.  
Trump should be shaking in his boots.

And I still say Democrats unite!
Patricia Jackman

North Brookfield 

I still say Democrats unite

To the Editor:
Hello again! We made a change; we 

are now meeting for worship at 9 a.m. 
Come join us at “The Living Word 
Church.” Our Pastor Jack Moore 
teaches God’s Word from the Bible 
as God instructs him through the 
guidance, instructions of  our Savior, 
Redeemer, Jesus the Son of  the living 
God, God in the flesh.

The church is located at the 
American Legion #138, 175 Main St., 
Spencer, at the corner of  Grove Street.

All are welcome Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The Pastor, congregation and I are 
looking forward to meeting you!

Dwell in peace!
Roland Blais

Brookfield

Come join us!

To the Editor:
I have woken refreshed every morn-

ing since Sunday, humming this old 
hymn.

My fears that my fellow citizens will 
not do the right thing and reject the 
draft dodging lying insurrectionist 
pervert, have been laid to rest.

In making the case that the most 
productive president, in delivering 
legislation, since at least LBJ if  not 
FDR, despite never having the majori-
ties that they had, but was likely to old 
to continue another 4 years, and citing 
polls that the electorate did not want a 
rematch of  the old guys, the GOP was 
steadfast in their cult like support and 
added the author of  the forward and 
much of  the content of  Project 2025, 
as their VP backup for him.

Biden, being the great American 
patriot and 54 year servant he is, made 
the sacrifice and masterful chess 
move, to withdraw one old guy, and 
insert someone who won all her elec-
tions in California and the national 
one with Joe, by getting the most 
votes. Guess  who is now the feeble 
minded old guy?, against the guy who 
has never gotten the most votes. Guess 
who is now the feebleminded old guy?

As I write this Kamala has already 
secured the votes to get the nomina-

tion. I can hardly wait to see who they 
pair her with, because a hologram 
would be more help than the fake 
hillbilly who thinks wife beating is 
not diverse grounds and contracep-
tion and abortion should be outlawed 
nationally.

If  he is dumb enough to debate her 
(which he never did for GOP nod) 
I expect she will list his resumé — 
rape, insurrection, tax fraud, election 
fraud, banned from running charity, 
casino, business, university, or getting 
a liquor license in his name (like all 
convicted felons)

So what else is new — her support 
pledges, money raising , volunteers 
has exceeded anyone, ever.

Compared to the yoyo’s she is run-
ning against, she is overqualified.

I hope the Cheeto does not jump 
ship because, if  the extreme narcis-
sist did not believe Sleepy Joe could 
beat him, wait ‘til a second generation 
black woman does it.

I just read Beyonce and Taylor just 
signed on to fundraise. We have only 
just begun.

Praise for the morning, I will sleep 
well.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

Morning has broken

To the Editor:

Mr. Blaise, I’ve read your July 19 
letter, and I am confused. Its subject is 
“Is America a democracy or a repub-
lic,” but I see no argument in the 
letter for one or the other. You say 
we started as a democracy, but then 
say we are a Constitutional repub-
lic. Are we both? Did we change? 
You say they make decisions with-
out the people’s approval, but the 
Constitution’s design is that we elect 
people at various levels and they get 
together and make decisions. We 
do not vote on each bill or decision. 
You say you don’t want Marxism, but 
you say “Once elected they will begin 
to” take away rights. Therefore, this is 
a future issue. So there is no problem 
now? With no description of  any prob-
lem, I’m left thinking that you believe 
that anything a Democrat does is 
socialist/Marxist /Communist, with-

out specifying what that “thing” is. 
You stress the importance of  the 
Constitution, so you may not be aware 
that Donald Trump has said he will sus-
pend the Constitution. He has said he 
will be a dictator. That makes Donald 
unacceptable to citizens, like you 
and me, who revere the Constitution. 
Donald has argued that a president 
is above the law and the Supreme 
Court has agreed with him. Their 
ruling said that the president can’t 
be “bold” if  he (obviously “he”) 
has to worry about following the 
law. That is not in the Constitution. 
They have active imaginations. 
Perhaps you could describe what 
Marxist things have hurt you or will 
hurt you, whether you’re happy with 
Donald discarding the Constitution, 
being a dictator, and why his Project 
2025 is a good thing.

Allan Johannesen 
Leicester

Marxism

Editorial

Beyond memes 
and headlines 

— the imperative 
of informed voting

In an age where social media dom-
inates the landscape of  information 
dissemination, it’s too easy to fall into 
the trap of  making decisions based on 
quick headlines and catchy memes. 
However, the upcoming election is of  
such paramount importance that it 
demands a deeper level of  engagement 
from every voter. The stakes have never 
been higher, with one candidate making 
unprecedented claims that, if  elected, 
no one will ever have to vote again 
because they’ll have it “fixed real good.” 
On the other side, a candidate is fierce-
ly advocating for the preservation of  
American freedoms. This is a critical 
moment in our history, and we must 
take it seriously.

The rhetoric of  patriotism and free-
dom has been used by both sides, often 
skewed and manipulated to serve polit-
ical agendas. However, we must look 
beyond these slogans and closely exam-
ine what the candidates are truly say-
ing. The promise of  never having to vote 
again is a direct threat to the core of  our 
democracy. Imagine if  the Democratic 
nominee made such a statement—there 
would be widespread outrage. Yet, when 
the Republican candidate makes this 
claim, it is somehow normalized. This 
normalization is dangerous and under-
mines the very foundation of  our demo-
cratic process.

Democracy is built on the right to 
vote. It is the cornerstone of  our polit-
ical system and the means through 
which we, the people, hold our leaders 
accountable. Any suggestion that this 
right could be taken away should be 
met with fierce resistance. It is not just 
a political issue; it is an existential 
threat to the values upon which our 
nation was founded. When a candidate 
threatens to erode this right, it is a call 
to action for all citizens to rise above 
party lines and defend the principles of  
democracy.

In this election, more than ever, we 
must be vigilant and well-informed. 
It is not enough to rely on snippets 
of  information from social media. We 
must delve into the policies and prom-
ises of  each candidate, understanding 
their implications for our future. We 
must listen to what they say and, more 
importantly, believe them. Their words 
and actions are a reflection of  their 
intentions, and we must take them at 
face value.

The narrative that one side is the sole 
defender of  patriotism and freedom is a 
distortion. In reality, the fight to main-
tain government out of  our personal 
decisions and to preserve our freedoms 
is being waged by those who are com-
mitted to upholding democratic values. 
The threat to our democracy is real and 
immediate. If  we are to preserve the 
freedoms we hold dear, we must act now.

For those who are still uncertain 
about the gravity of  the situation, I 
urge you to do your research. Look 
beyond the memes and headlines. Seek 
out reliable sources of  information and 
educate yourself  on the stakes of  this 
election. Understand that democracy is 
a fragile system that requires our active 
participation and protection. 

This election is a defining moment 
in our history. The choice we make will 
determine the future of  our democracy. 
We cannot afford to be complacent or 
misinformed. We must take the can-
didates at their word, understand the 
implications of  their promises, and vote 
to protect our democratic rights. This 
is not just another election.  Do not be 
fooled by party lines or catchy slogans. 
Believe in the power of  your vote and 
use it to safeguard the principles of  
freedom and democracy.

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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Nothing says 
mid-summer like a 
sweet, juicy peach, and 
here in New England, 
the long awaited peach 
crop is in!    In celebra-
tion of  the sweet har-
vest, this week’s column 
offers the following 
“peach primer.”

**
Perfect Peaches: Using 

three of  your senses will 
confirm when a peach is 
perfect to eat:

 
See: Ripe peaches 

should have reddish and 
yellow hues.  Peaches that 
show any tinge of  green 
are not yet ripe.    Also, 
a fully developed peach 
at its peak of  ripeness 
should be round; typical-
ly, oblong peaches aren’t 
yet ripe. 

Smell:    Take a 
sniff.  You should be able 
to smell a sweet, famil-
iar scent when a peach is 
fully ripe.

Touch:  Peaches should 
be slightly soft to the 
touch, with a little give. 
Hard peaches are not 
ripe.

**
 
Rev up Ripening:    If  

the peach is hard, you 
can accelerate ripening 
by placing it in a brown 
paper bag for a day or 
two. If  you have multi-
ple peaches, do  not pile 
peaches in the bag, rather 
spread them out so they 

do not touch. 
Or, perch peaches on 

a kitchen windowsill to 
speed up ripening.

Ripened peaches will 
keep their flavor for up 
to five days in the vegeta-
ble crisper drawer of  the 
refrigerator.

**
Have too many ripe 

peaches?    Try freezing 
them.  Cut unbruised fruit 
up and freeze on a cookie 
sheet.  Once frozen, place 
the chunks into a plastic 
freezer bag.   These sweet 
morsels can be used for 
smoothies, fruit salad, 
cobblers, and more as 
they should stay fresh up 
to six weeks when proper-
ly frozen.  Try this quick 
and easy Peach Yogurt 
recipe using peach 
chunks straight from the 
freezer (from JustATaste.
com):

 
Ingredients: Four cups 

frozen peach chunks; 3 
tablespoons honey; ½ 
cup plain yogurt; one 
tablespoon fresh lemon 
juice.

Directions:  Place the 
frozen peaches, honey, 

yogurt and lemon juice 
into the bowl of  a food 
processor. Process until 
creamy, about 5 minutes.

Serve the frozen yogurt 
immediately or trans-
fer it to an airtight con-
tainer and store it in the 
freezer for up to 1 month. 
**

 
Want frozen peaches 

to keep their flavor lon-
ger?      Peaches can last 
up to one year in the 
freezer, according to the 
National Center of  Home 
Preservation if  you fol-
low this process:

1.          Wash, peel, and 
remove  pits from peach-
es.

Place peaches  into a 
freezer-safe container, 
leaving at least 1/2 inch 
of  headspace.

Pour water or syrup 
over the peaches to 
cover.  To make a syrup, 
dissolve sugar in luke-
warm water and mix 
until clear. You can use 
anywhere from 10% to 
50% sugar in your syrup. 

Place  the peach-filled 
container labeled with 
the date into the freezer.

**
Nutrition: A medium 

peach has  0.5 grams of  
fat, 0 grams of  cholesterol 
and sodium, 15 grams of  
carbohydrate, 13 grams 
of  sugar, 2 grams of  fiber 
and 1 gram of  protein.

 
**

Peaches are also an 
antioxidant, diuretic, 
expectorant, and a lax-
ative. Studies show the 
potassium in peaches, 
coupled with the fiber of  
the fruit, can help lower 
blood pressure.

**
Peaches are considered 

a super fruit.    they con-
tain anti-inflammatory 
antioxidents, therefore, 
peaches can be an effec-
tive treatment for skin 
inflammations, such as 
allergies.

**
Peaches’ Past: As noted 

previously in this col-
umn,  peaches were first 
grown in China, traced 
as far back as 551 BC. 
Peaches are a member 
of  the same family as 
the rose, which accounts 
for its sweet fragrance. 
But early peaches, which 
were tiny and tart with a 
larger pit and lots of  fuzz, 
barely resembled today’s 
plump, juicy fruits. 
Despite its shortcom-
ings, the historic peach 
earned its place in early 
Chinese folklore, as it 
was considered to bring 
luck and immortality. In 
fact, today, the Chinese 

still consider peaches are 
proper birthday gifts.

Strains of  early peach-
es attracted favor and the 
tasty fruit traveled from 
China through Europe 
and finally to the “New 
World,” gaining legions 
of  fans along the way. 
The Romans fondly 
dubbed peaches “Persian 
Apples,” for the country 
that first introduced the 
sweet fruit to the west. 
Louis XIV of  France was 
so fond of  peaches that he 
once awarded a pension 
to the man who provided 
him with peaches from 
Montreuil, a suburb of  
Paris.

While Spanish explor-
ers brought the peach 
to America, Native 
Americans are credit-
ed with spreading their 
cultivation. Eventually, 
Georgia was named the 
Peach State, for its abun-
dant peach crops, which 
flourished in the warm, 
southern climate.

**
 
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great three course din-
ner for two at the historic 

Publick House Historic 
Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per 
month will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful 
hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?    Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?    If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?   Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

The Peach Harvest is In!

To the Editor:
We are seeing in real time what a dan-

ger the Democrats’ policy of  Diversion, 
Equity, and Inclusion (Called DEI for 
short) is to our country. The practice of  
hiring people based on their race and 
gender instead of  ability. No longer are 
people expected to be the best academi-
cally and show a work history of  accom-
plishment. In the radical Democrat run 
US it is more important that you be the 
correct color (nonwhite), be the correct 
gender (Women or man transitioning to 
a woman) and use the proper pronouns 
for what sex you identify as. 

We are seeing this in the aircraft 
industry. The major manufacturers 
such as Boeing are beholden to the US 
government for contracts. They there-
fore are required to follows policies 
demanded by the Biden administration 
to diversify their work forces based on 
DEI. The result is poor workmanship 
and quality. Doors and wheels follow-
ing off  planes made by manufacturers 
such as Boeing.  It’s just a matter of  
time until there is a catastrophic crash. 
The FEA will just cover it up when 
Washington tells them too.

Then we have the attempt on Trumps 
life. The head of  the Secret Service was 
an incompetent woman that used to 
guard Jill Biden. Being a woman and 
a friend of  Jill was here qualification 
in the Biden administration. The three 
women surrounding Trump couldn’t 
even shield him and have difficulty 
holstering their guns. The whole thing 
looked like the Keystone Cops. In a 
country that used to pride our Secret 
Service as an elite trained security 
force it has in three short years under 
Biden been reduced to a  bumbling 
farce.

Our once vaulted armed forces get-
ting destroyed by DEI. We have incom-
petent Llyod Austin who didn’t even 
report that he was out of  action when 
he was sick. It puts the whole US at risk! 
Then they routinely fire generals and 
commanders for “Loss of  Confidence.” 
This is a key phrase they use to get rid 
of  an officer who refuses to implement 
their woke policies.

Now they are running out their 
biggest DEI hire of  them all. Kamala 

Harris got zero votes in the primary. 
She was picked by Biden in 2020 only 
because she is a colored woman. They 
conveniently replace Alzheimer’s Joe 
with her now because the voters get 
no say. They kept Robert Kennedy, Jr. 
off  the primary ballot and changed the 
rules so no one could challenge Biden. 
How convenient that at the last-minute 
Obama, Pelosi, and Schumer anoint 
Kamala. It’s all a game of  deception 
on the Democrat side. Trump ran a 
primary against Haley and others. He 
won because he was the people’s choice. 
This fall on Nov 7 vote a man that 
proved he has the skills. The man who 
ran the country better than any other 
president.  Vote Trump 2024. By doing 
so, send the signal to the Democrat 
king makers that their Democrat DEI 
candidate Harris has been fired by you 
the voters!

 Mark Robillard
Spencer

DEI disaster!

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

LOBSTER 
ROLL 

FRIDAY 8/2 & SATURDAY 8/3

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

 
  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

THE BAR IS OPEN!  
 7 Days at Noon

Join us for a cold drink  
and some delicious fried food 

on Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday Nights 5-9pm

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 8/31/24

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $21.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.
We Deliver To:  

Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield   
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11-9

Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

AUGUST SPECIALS
Onion & Pepper

Pizza
Sm.  $6.99
Lg. $10.99

Ham and Cheese 
Sub

$6.99
any size

Letters to the Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Pursuing a dream can be very 
challenging. If  you’re like most 
people, unless you have financial 
backing, you’re probably juggling 
a day job, a night job, taking care 
of  a family, and then pursuing 
your dream. 

Once you decide to pursue your 
dream, it’s often easy to get started 
because, at this early stage, you have 
all the motivation. You’re convinced of  
success and can see a future where 
your hard work pays off  in a big way. 
You picture the people you’ll help, the 
industry you’ll revolutionize, and the 
competitors you’ll surpass. This vision 
fuels your enthusiasm and propels you 
forward with energy and optimism.

But once you’ve laid the foundations, 
you may see flaws. Things may go differ-
ently than planned. You’ll undoubtedly 
encounter many roadblocks. You might 
feel you’ve tried so hard for so long that 
you need a break. 

Days turn to weeks and weeks into 
months, but suddenly, you remember 
your dream, get a burst of  inspiration, 
and go at it again. You start getting 
some results, but there’s still a long 
way to go. You work your socks off  for 
a while, doing those 16-hour days and 
making sacrifices, but then life gets in 
the way. Family obligations may arise, 
your day job demands more time, and 

you may put your dream on hold 
again, still unwilling to let it go.

Maybe you have a friend, 
acquaintance, or even family 
member who pursued their dream, 
and you’re in awe of  how far they 
have gotten.

Out of  frustration, you pick up the 
phone and give them a call, all while 
wondering how on earth they’ve man-
aged to make it all work.

Luckily, they answered your call and 
gave you 30 minutes of  their time. They 
ask you a series of  questions, and you 
give them all the answers, detailing the 
ups and downs and the starts and stops.

Suddenly, you hear their Aha moment. 
They have an answer, and as you eagerly 
await, they say, “My friend, it seems 
you’ve got a consistency problem,” 
and it hits you like a bolt of  lightning. 
Consistency! 

The word reverberates as you think 
of  all the times you started and stopped.

Your friend says that they, too, had 
the same problem, and one day decided 
to work on their dream every single day, 
even if  it was just half  an hour or one 
small task. They never took a break; 

Consistency

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

Turn To POSITIVELY page  A14
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This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers 
that’s not really limited. We’re only offering 
this window discount and this patio and 
entry door discount for 31 days!1 

LESS THAN a month left to book your 
FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

Sale ends August 31!

•  Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of 
Andersen®, a company that has built 
windows and doors for over 121 years.

•  Our AcclaimTM Impact windows’ Fibrex® 
material is twice as strong as low-end vinyl.

•  Compared to ordinary dual-pane glass,  
our SmartSun™ glass is 70% more  
energy-efficient in the summer and  
helps make your home more comfortable.2

windows & doors 31-DAY SALE

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/17/2024. You must set your appointment by 8/31/2024 and purchase by 9/17/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% 
off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 8/1/2024 and 9/17/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost 
window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $150 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 8/31/2024 and purchase by 9/17/2024. Subject to credit 
approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal 
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout 
the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of 
Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables. 
“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

1-800-209-2746

Minimum purchase of 4 required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, 
GET ONE

40% OFF1

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR1

$150 OFF
No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of 4 required.

PLUS

PLUS NO
Money Down

NO
Monthly Payments

for 1 
year1NO

Interest 

Less than a month left!
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WORCESTER —  This sum-
mer,  Cornerstone Bank, a community 
bank with locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts, is hosting nine college 
students in its internship program. The 
goal is to provide them with hands-
on experience that complements their 
studies and allows them to explore 
career opportunities and begin to build 
a professional network. 

“We are committed to providing these 
bright students with solid work expe-
rience that integrates what they learn 
in the classroom with real-life experi-
ences in a professional setting,” said 
Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd Tallman. 
“They gain valuable skills, work on 
meaningful projects and make profes-
sional connections. We also benefit from 
their enthusiasm and perspectives, so 
it’s a win-win situation.”

This year’s group of  interns includes:
Investment Services Intern Jack 

Gaudette from Sturbridge attends Elon 
University in North Carolina.

Retail Intern Zach Hebert from Dudley 
attends Nichols College in Dudley.

Commercial Lending Intern Collin 
Heenan from Holden attends Worcester 
State University. 

Community Relations Intern Reese 
Levansavich from Auburn attends Saint 
Anslem College in New Hampshire.

Investment Services Intern Will 
Pieczynski from Fiskdale attends 
Villanova University in Pennsylvania.

MIS (IT) Intern Sam Quink from 
Sturbridge attends the Rochester 
Institute of  Technology in New York.

Facilities Intern Jack Seery from 
Brookfield attends the University of  
Massachusetts Amherst.

Community Relations Intern Kevin 
Skagerlind from Holden attends the 
University of  Massachusetts Amherst.

Learning and Development Intern 
Bella Smith from Sutton attends 
Assumption University in Worcester.

The Cornerstone interns attend an 
orientation on their first day before 
joining their respective departments 
and have regular check-ins to ensure 
they are getting what they want out 
of  their experiences. The students also 
have opportunities to engage in commu-
nity support efforts, attend Cornerstone 
Bank events and network with each 
other.

“At the end of  the summer, we ask 
them to reflect on their time with us 
and provide feedback,” said Tallman. 
“This allows us to continue to refine 
the internship program to make sure 
we are providing truly valuable expe-
riences.”  

Cornerstone’s internship program 
started in 2021 and is open to both high 
school and college students. It offers 
both part-time and full-time intern-
ships, with most students choosing 
to intern for 38 hours per week. Each 
intern goes through an interview pro-
cess so that they can be placed into 
the department that best aligns with 
their goals and interests. All interns are 
paid and are eligible to get school credit 
upon completion of  the program. 

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, 

born of  a long history of  supporting 
the community, and providing a strong 
foundation to help people and business-
es thrive. Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s 
local presence and community-based 
banking model enables a unique abili-
ty to deliver outstanding service, with 
a personal touch. Cornerstone pro-
vides the highest level of  service and 
expertise for individuals, businesses, 
and community organizations with 
branch locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to 
connect customers with opportunities, 
through a broad range of  deposit and 
loan products, and services. Built on 
Trust is not just a tagline, but also 
one of  our guiding corporate values. 
Whether a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands on the 
foundation that relationships are built 
on trust. To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and business banking 
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Courtesy

Pictured left to right: Bella Smith, Reese Levansavich, Collin Heenan, Zach Hebert, Kevin 
Skagerlind, Will Pieczynski, Jack Seery, Sam Quink and Jack Gaudette.

Local students gaining 
real-world experience with 

summer internships at 
Cornerstone Bank 

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray 

• Construction Stone •Chip Stone 
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Summer is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
8/2       SETH LOCONTO
8/4       CAREY-HENNIGAN TRIO
8/9       JOE MACY
8/11      CIARA CARGIULO

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

I’LL HANDLE THE OTHER 9

TO DO WHEN
SELLING A HOME

#1call me
TOP TEN THINGS

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

SALES TAX HOLIDAY PRESELLECT NOW

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Endless Summer

TOO HOT 
TO COOK? 

Let us do it for you! 
Stop in for our 
weekly specials

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

www.StonebridgePress.com
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoSummer

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

**Serving the Boston, Worcester, 
and Surrounding Areas! **

Our services include:
- Recurring Cleaning

- Move-In and Move-Out Cleaning
- Rental Property Cleaning

- Residential Cleaning
- Commercial Business Cleaning

- Decluttering
- Dusting

- Organization
Contact us today for a spotless and organized space!

CLEANERS
 WITH CARE

774-999-7819
Contact@cleanerswithcare.com

Cleaning Services

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Masonry/Excavation

Martini  
Masonry & Excavation

Michael Martini

(508) 557-3211

“specialize in stone masonry  
and all your excavating needs”

SITE WORK

Title 
5

Inspections

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

www.StonebridgePress.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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Leicester Police Log 
THURSDAY, JULY 18
3:52 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 

transported; 5:52 a.m.: debris in road 
(Salminen Drive), referred; 8:45 a.m.: 
ambulance (Mt. Pleasant Avenue), 
transported; 9:04 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Street), referred; 9:51 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 9:56 a.m.: suspicious person 
(Main Street), services rendered; 10:04 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 11:02 a.m.: hit/run accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 11:04 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
11:11 a.m.: animal complaint (Brook 
Street), referred; 11:21 a.m.: mutual 
aid (Main Street), assisted; 11:24 a.m.: 

ambulance (Henshaw Street), trans-
ported; 1:41 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Rawson Street), report taken; 2:36 
p.m.: assist citizen (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway); 3:47 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Siaini Road), referred; 4:43 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Auburn Street), spoken 
to; 6:16 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
verbal warning; 7:42 p.m.: arrest war-
rant service (Pleasant Street), unable 
to serve; 7:45 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), ser-
vices rendered.

FRIDAY, JULY 19
8:19 a.m.: investigation (Soojians 

Drive), report taken; 8:41 a.m.: errat-
ic operator (Stafford Street), referred; 
10:42 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:58 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:12 a.m.: mv 

stop (Main Street), citation issued; 11:14 
a.m.: ambulance (Deer Pond Road), 
transported; 12:14 p.m.: suspicious 
activity (Burncoat Street), services 
rendered; 1:31 p.m.: mv stop (McNeil 
Highway), written warning; 1:50 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
3:24 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians Drive), 
resolved; 4:53 p.m.: arrest warrant ser-
vice (Newfield Street), unable to serve; 
5:27 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 5:29 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 5:41 p.m.: mv stop 
(Whittemore Street), written warn-
ing; 5:50 p.m.: suspicious mv (Paxton 
Street), gone on arrival; 6:27 p.m.: mv 
stop (Mill Street), verbal warning; 6:44 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 7:34 p.m.: disturbance 
(Soojians Drive), spoken to; 8:22 p.m.: 

ambulance (Paxton Street), trans-
ported; 8:35 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), resolved; 9:17 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:35 p.m.: ambulance (Linden Street, 
Spencer), transported; 10:14 p.m.: 
assist other PD (South Main Street), no 
action required; 10:33 p.m.: ambulance 
(Siani Road), transported.

SATURDAY, JULY 20
12:37 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

resolved; 1:18 a.m.: assist other PD 
(South Main Street), services ren-
dered; 1:19 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 1:30 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 1:47 
a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 1:48 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 2:03 a.m.: mv 

POLICE REPORTS

Town of Spencer
At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, August 13, 
2024, in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard:

Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 
Zoning Board of Appeals

Special Permit– Applicant: John Har-
rison, Owner: Kate Ismeurt; Location: 
23 Thompson Pond Road, Spencer 
Assessor’s Map R56-43. The applicant 
is seeking a Special Permit under Sec-
tions 4.8.1 (Accessory Dwelling) of the 
Spencer Zoning Bylaw to build a 20x20 
accessory dwelling addition. The prop-
erty is in the Rural Residential (RR) 
zoning district.
July 26, 2024
August 2, 2024

Notice of Public Hearing– 
 Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday 
August 20, 2024 in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, and the 
hearing will be conducted in person 
and remotely on the following items 
starting at 7:00 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard:
Special Permit– Applicant/Own-
er: Jose Cruz, Location: 41 Temple 
Street, Spencer Assessor’s Map 
U02-85-3. The applicant is looking 
for a Special Permit under Section 
6.2.5 (Common Driveways) to create 
a common driveway to serve the ex-
isting dwelling at 45 Temple Street 
and a new proposed dwelling. The 
property is located within the Village 
Residential (VR) zoning district.
August 2, 2024
August 9, 2024

ATTENTION SPENCER RESIDENTS
A PUBLIC HEARING WITH THE WA-

TER COMMISSIONERS
WILL BE HELD TO DISCUSS WATER 
RATE FEES WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 
7, 2024 @ 5:00 P.M. SPENCER WA-
TER DEPARTMENT
3 OLD MEADOW RD., SPENCER, MA. 
01562
July 25, 2024
August 2, 2024

Town of Spencer
At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, August 13, 
2024, in McCourt Social Hall at the 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 

Zoning Board of Appeals
Variance– Applicant/Owner: Cody 
Berman; Location: 41 and 43 Point 
Eastalee Drive, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map U34 21 & 22. The applicant is 
seeking a Variance under Sections 5.1 
and 7.3 (Area requirements and Vari-
ance requirements) of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw to combine two lots. The 
property is in the Lake Residential (LR) 
district.
July 26, 2024
August 2, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P2383EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Jean M. Decoteau 
Also known as: 

Jean Marie Decoteau
Date of Death: 05/22/2023 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Randall E. Decoteau  of Warren MA

requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Randall E. Decoteau  of Warren MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
08/20/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 23, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 2, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Daniel F. Leahy, 
Sr. and Rhea Leahy to Fleet National 
Bank, dated April 4, 2003 and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 30287, 
Page 212 (the “Mortgage”), as affect-
ed by a Loan Modification Agreement 
dated December 27, 2006, and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
40664, Page 323, and further affected 
by Judgment dated February 29, 2020, 
and recorded at said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 63013, Page 308 of which mort-
gage U.S. Bank Trust National Associ-
ation, as Trustee, for ABS Loan Trust 
V is the present holder by Assignment 
from Bank of America, N.A. successor 
by merger to Fleet National Bank to 
ABS Loan Trust V dated December 19, 
2018 and recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 59859, Page 305, and 
Assignment from ABS Loan Trust V to 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee, for ABS REO Trust V dat-
ed June 3, 2019 and recorded at said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 60594, Page 
209, and Assignment from U.S. Bank 
Trust National Association, as Trustee, 
for ABS REO Trust V to U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, as Trustee, for 
ABS Loan Trust V dated July 18, 2022 
and recorded at said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 67967, Page 129, for breach 
of conditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the same, 
the mortgaged premises located at 11 
Dale Street, Spencer, MA 01562 will 
be sold at a Public Auction at 1:00 PM 
on August 13, 2024, at the mortgaged 
premises, more particularly described 
below, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit:
THAT CERTAIN PIECE OF PARCEL 
OF LAND, AND THE BUILDINGS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON,	  IN 
THE TOWN OF SPENCER COUN-
TY OF WORCESTER AND STATE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS AND BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 
IN A DEED RECORDED IN BOOK 
4609, PAGE 531.
The parcel is more particularly de-
scribed in said deed recorded in Book 

4609 Page 531 as follows:
Beginning at the southwesterly corner 
thereof at a point on the easterly side 
of Dale Street, and by other land of De-
Long, the said point being one hundred 
(100) feet northerly from Holmes Street 
measured along the easterly line of 
said Dale Street;
THENCE S. 84° 28’ 37” E., by other 
land of DeLong, seventy six and sev-
enty six one-hundreths (76.76) feet to 
a point by land now or formerly of one 
Moore;
Thence N. 11° 22’ 26” E., by land now 
or formerly of Moore, eighty and forty 
two one-hundreths (80.42) feet to a 
point by the land of Grantor;
Thence N. 84° 28’ 37” W., by other land 
of Grantor, eighty four and ninety six 
one-hundreths (84.96) feet to the east-
erly side of said Dale Street;
Thence S. 5° 31’ 23” W., by the easter-
ly side of said Dale Street, eighty (80) 
feet to the point of beginning.
For mortgagor’s title see deed record-
ed with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
4609, Page 531.
The premises will be sold subject to 
any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject to 
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in 
possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or certi-
fied check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qual-
ify as a bidder (the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) are exempt from 
this requirement); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of Sale upon ac-
ceptance of bid; balance of purchase 
price payable by certified check in thir-
ty (30) days from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 900 Chelms-
ford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or 
such other time as may be designated 
by mortgagee.  The description for the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee, for ABS Loan Trust V
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Leahy, Sr., Estate of Daniel F. and Es-
tate of Rhea Leahy, 16-027833
July 19, 2024
July 26, 2024
August 2, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P2500EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

James V Cicero
Date of Death: 06/22/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by 
Wendy A Miner of Spencer, MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Wendy A Miner of Spencer, MA be 
appointed as Personal Representative 
of said estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to

this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
08/07/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC In an unsupervised 
administration Is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons Interested In the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the
administration directly from the Per-
sonal Representative and may petition 
the Court In any matter relating to the
estate, Including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 26, 2024 
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
August 2, 2024

Notice of Public Hearing– Planning 
Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday 
August 20, 2024 in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, , 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, and the 
hearing will be conducted in person 
and remotely on the following items 
starting at 7:00 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard:
Special Permit– Applicant/Own-
er: Jose Cruz, Location: 41 Temple 
Street, Spencer Assessor’s Map 
U02-85-3. The applicant is looking 
for a Special Permit under Section 
6.2.5 (Common Driveways) to create 
a common driveway to serve the ex-
isting dwelling at 45 Temple Street 
and a new proposed dwelling. The 
property is located within the Village 
Residential (VR) zoning district.
August 2, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO24P2250EA
Estate of: 

Thaddeus A. Drazek
Date Of Death: August 15, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Janet S. Drazek of North Brookfield 
MA
A Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Janet S. Drazek of North Brookfield 
MA has been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety on the 
bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can  
be obtained from the Petitioner.
August 2, 2024

LEGALS
Turn To LOGS page  A13
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stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
3:46 a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street), 
transported; 4:19 a.m.: suspicious activ-
ity (Howard Terrace), resolved; 8:05 
a.m.: ambulance (Waite Street), trans-
ported; 8:57 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Henshaw Street), resolved; 9:40 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), investigated; 
9:57 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
citation issued; 10:11 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning; 
10:19 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 10:35 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 10:46 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 11:28 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 11:47 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:31 p.m.: property found (Stafford 
Street), services rendered; 2:04 p.m.: 
larceny (Soojians Drive), report taken; 
2:44 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street), 
transported; 3:31 p.m.: assist other PD 
(South Main Street), message delivered; 
3:35 p.m.: mv stop (Mulberry Street), 
written warning; 4:02 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 4:07 
p.m.: ambulance (Siani Road), trans-
ported; 4:36 p.m.: suspicious person 
(Howard Terrace), resolved; 8:13 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
8:15 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 8:42 p.m.: mv stop (Henshaw 
Street), verbal warning; 8:44 p.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), written warning; 
9:03 p.m.: assist other PD (South Main 
Street), services rendered; 9:21 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street), transported; 
9:39 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:48 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 9:48 p.m.: RV 
complaint (White Birch Street), gone 
on arrival; 10:06 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 10:22 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
11:27 p.m.: disturbance (Stafford 
Street), spoken to.

SUNDAY, JULY 21
12:15 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 12:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 12:36 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
1:02 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:11 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:28 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, uninsured 
mv, op w/suspended registration; 7:45 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 8:59 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 9:23 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
9:35 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 9:54 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Chapel Street), resolved; 
10:08 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
resolved; 10:16 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 10:20 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
10:22 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 10:33 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 10:39 
a.m.: disabled mv (Stafford Street), 
resolved; 10:42 a.m.: residential b&e 
(Town Beach Road), report taken; 1:10 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), resolved; 
1:11 p.m.: mv stop (Clark Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:33 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 1:45 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
1:51 p.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
written warning; 1:52 p.m.: mv stop 
(Burncoat Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unlicensed 
operation, uninsured mv, unregistered 
mv, mv towed; 2:27 p.m.: ambulance 
(Market street), transported; 4:17 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 
4:30 p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant 
Street), resolved; 5:44 p.m.: runaway 
(Mulberry Street), resolved; 5:46 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), number plate 
violation to conceal ID, unlicensed 
operation, uninsured mv, mv towed; 
8:08 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
name and address redacted from police 
log, op w/suspended license, mv towed; 
8:52 p.m.: threats (Winslow Avenue), 
report taken; 10:36 p.m.: assault/bat-
tery (South Main Street), report taken; 
11:31 p.m.: mv stop (McNeil Highway), 
verbal warning; 11:39 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning.

MONDAY, JULY 22
12:09 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

Yovanny Padilla, 41, 26 Dale Street, #1, 
Worcester, op w/suspended license, no 
inspection sticker, mv towed; 1:19 a.m.: 
ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 3:50 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main 
Street), no action required; 3:54 a.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), investi-
gated; 4:00 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 4:06 a.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), verbal warning; 
4:07 a.m.: ambulance (Burncoat Lane), 
transported; 4:23 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 4:41 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), Jonathan Pagan, 
37, 124 High Street, #1L, Southbridge, 
warrant, arrest; 6:01 a.m.: ambulance 
(Winslow Avenue), transported; 8:11 
a.m.: suspicious person (Maighan’s 
Way), no action required; 8:15 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, op w/
suspended registration, uninsured mv, 
unregistered mv, criminal application 
issued; 9:03 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), mv towed; 10:05 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 
10:21 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
verbal warning; 10:43 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 10:58 
a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 

warning; 11:13 a.m.: accident (Main 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, unlicensed operation, 
marked lanes violation, no inspection 
sticker, transported to hospital; 11:40 
a.m.: accident (Marshall Street), report 
taken; 12:37 p.m.: mv stop (Soojians 
Drive), written warning; 2:12 p.m.: 
keep the peace (McCarthy Avenue), 
services rendered; 3:07 p.m.: mv stop 
(Winslow Avenue), verbal warning; 
3:13 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 3:29 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 3:36 p.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 4:00 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
citation issued; 4:10 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 4:16 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 4:47 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 5:06 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
written warning; 5:16 p.m.: ambulance 
(Winslow Avenue), transported; 5:29 
p.m.: mv stop (Marshall Street),  name 
and address redacted from police log, 
op w/suspended license, unregistered 
mv/2 counts, criminal application 
issued; 6:03 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 6:09 p.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 6:13 p.m.: mv stop (Auburn 
Street), Jennifer Hannum, 29, 28 
County Street, Springfield, OUI liquor, 
unregistered mv, uninsured mv, neg-
ligent operation, failure to stop for 
police, resisting arrest, assault/bat-
tery on a police officer, arrest; 6:17 
p.m.: ambulance (Auburn Street), 
transported; 9:31 p.m.: family problem 
(Second Street), report taken; 10:14 
p.m.: family problem (Second Street), 
peace restored.

TUESDAY, JULY 23
1:15 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 1:49 a.m.: attempted 
b&e (Town Beach Road), report taken; 
3:42 a.m.: ambulance (Craig Street), 
transported; 8:03 a.m.: welfare check 
(Mulberry Street), services rendered; 
8:37 a.m.: accident (Stafford Street), mv 
towed; 9:25 a.m.: investigation (Town 
Beach Road), report taken; 11:02 a.m.: 
investigation (Carleton Road), report 
taken; 11:04 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 11:27 a.m.: 
welfare check (Town Beach Road), 
services rendered; 11:53 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Mt. Pleasant Avenue), transport-
ed; 12:21 p.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Crestwood Road), unable to serve; 
12:47 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford Street), 
transported; 1:09 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Bond Street), served; 
1:10 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 1:35 
p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:45 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 2:03 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), Audra Blais, 51, 21 
Mendon Street, #1R, Worcester, unli-
censed operation, number plate vio-
lation, possession Class A drug, pos-
session Class B drug, arrest; Ava Mae 
Derepentigny, 22, 59 Shoreline Drive, 
West Brookfield, possession Class A 
drug, possession Class E drug, pos-
session Class B drug, arrest; 2:43 p.m.: 
fraud (Marlboro Drive), report taken; 
3:28 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 3:31 p.m.: disabled mv (Mill 
Street), advised civil action; 3:37 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 4:03 p.m.: mv stop (Tobin Road), 
verbal warning; 4:14 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 4:48 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 5:02 p.m.: suspicious person 
(Sargent Street), services rendered; 
5:17 p.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), verbal warning; 5:23 p.m.: 
mv stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
written warning; 5:33 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 5:40 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 5:56 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 6:14 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
8:16 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 8:37 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), citation issued; 9:30 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Carleton Road), unfounded; 
10:19 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 10:27 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 11:17 
p.m.: investigation (Mulberry Street), 
report taken.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24
7:42 a.m.: commercial alarm 

(Memorial School Drive), false alarm; 
10:14 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
unregistered mv, uninsured mv, num-
ber plate violation to conceal ID, mv 
towed; 11:02 a.m.: assault/battery 
(Utica Street), no other information 
recorded on police log, arrest made; 
11:46 a.m.: ambulance (Virginia Drive), 
transported; 11:48 a.m.: ambulance 
(Pleasant Street), transported; 3:41 
p.m.: ambulance (Cooney Road), trans-
ported; 4:32 p.m.: accident (Marshall 
Street), report taken; 6:59 p.m.: suspi-
cious person (Main Street), unable to 
locate; 7:48 p.m.: assist citizen (South 
Main Street); 8:28 p.m.: ambulance 
(Ackley Drive), transported; 11:14 p.m.: 
ambulance (Gleason Way), transport-
ed.

# # #

Spencer Police Log 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17
12:05-2:03 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:20 a.m.: medical/general 

(Treadwell Drive); 4:33 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 5:42 a.m.: arrest warrant service 
(Park Street), Michael W. Lebeau, 36, 
162 Chandler Street, Worcester, war-
rant/2, arrest; 5:49 a.m.: disabled mv 
(Main Street), assisted; 6:39 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Main Street), referred; 6:59 
a.m.: accident (North Spencer Road), 
report taken; 8:17 a.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 9:03 a.m.: med-
ical/general (West Main Street); 9:06 
a.m.: fire/woods/grass (G.H. Wilson 
Road), tree on power lines/smoking; 
9:48 a.m.: medical/general (Parent 
Street); 11:11 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Valley View Drive), concerned about 
neighbor; 11:33 a.m.: restraining order 
service (Main Street); 11:46 a.m.: hit/
run accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 12:27 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(West Main Street), accidental; 12:27 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 12:56 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Pleasant Street), c/o speeders; 1:29 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Bay Path Road), 
referral from DA’s office; 2:37 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
LTC change of  address; 2:52 p.m.: DPW 
call (G.H. Wilson Road), req. tree war-
den; 3:18 p.m.: mv lockout (Mechanic 
Street), assisted; 3:18 p.m.: restraining 
order service (McDonald Street); 3:39 
p.m.: restraining order service (Main 
Street); 4:35 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), found shopping cart w/items 
in it; 6:16 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), req. escort/retrieve keys; 7:22 
p.m.: officer wanted (Cherry Street), 
Kenneth J. Chiapulis, Jr., 53, 19 Cherry 
Street, Spencer, disturbing the peace/
subsequent offense, disorderly con-
duct/subsequent offense, arrest; 9:13 
p.m.: intelligence/drugs (West Main 
Street), investigated; 10:36 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Valley Street), c/o suspi-
cious mv; 10:58 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (West Main Street), no contact; 
11:17 p.m.: suspicious mv (West Main 
Street), investigated; (total daily mv 
stops – 4).

THURSDAY, JULY 18
12:25 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 

Street), services rendered; 1:21 a.m.: 
medical/general (Spinnaker Drive); 
1:48-2:14 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 3:45 a.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 5:30 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Mechanic Street), 911 
call; 5:41 a.m.: mutual aid (Browning 
Pond Road), 3rd party call/tree down; 
8:28 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), resolved; 9:44 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Browning Pond Road), re: issues 
w/husband; 10:36 a.m.: parking com-
plaint (Main Street), mv in “no park-
ing” space; 10:41 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 11:05 a.m.: commercial 
fire (Main Street), referred; 11:54 a.m.: 
restraining order service (Thompson 
Pond Road); 12:11 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (McCormick Road); 2:07 p.m.: 
fraud (West Main Street), report taken; 
2:25 p.m.: medical/general (Old East 
Charlton Road); 2:56 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), questions re: 
restraining order; 3:10 p.m.: medical/
general (Lincoln Street); 3:24 p.m.: acci-
dent (Mechanic Street), report taken; 
3:38 p.m.: fire/woods/grass (Kingsbury 
Road), poss. illegal burn; 4:02 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Mechanic Street), re: 
son seeking restraining order on moth-
er; 4:02 p.m.: animal complaint (Grove 
Street), re: abandoned cat; 4:39 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Main Street), stray 
dog in business; 4:47 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Park Street), investigated; 6:01 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Main Street), re: 
kids w/squirt guns; 6:52 p.m.: accident 
(West Main Street), report taken; 7:27 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Lincoln Street), 
poss. drunk driver; 7:55 p.m.: juvenile 
matter (Main Street), kid harassing 
customers; 8:04 p.m.: medical/general 
(Ash Street); 8:52 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Deer Run Road), req. welfare check; 
11:12 p.m.: medical/general (Lake 
Street); (total daily mv stops – 0).

FRIDAY, JULY 19
2:01-2:30 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:08 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), re: something smoking in 
street; 2:15 a.m.: suspicious persons 
(Main Street), investigated; 2:42 a.m.: 
medical/sudden death (Main Street); 
7:31 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 9:05 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Maple Street), cat trapped on porch; 
9:15 a.m.: medical/general (Cooney 
Road); 10:34 a.m.: medical/general 
(South Spencer Road); 12:14 p.m.: med-
ical/general (West Main Street); 12:27 
p.m.: accident (Maple Street), report 
taken; 12:37 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), req. welfare check; 12:53 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Browning Pond 
Road), loose dog; 2:54 p.m.: medical/
general (Maple Street); 3:34 p.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Chestnut Street), trans-
former smoking; 4:08 p.m.: 911 call 
(Summit Street), open line; 4:48 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Brooks Pond Road), 
req. welfare check; 4:50 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Lake Street), referred; 5:19 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Valley Street); 9:25 p.m.: 
medical/general (Linden Street); 9:25 
p.m.: citizen complaint (Maple Street), 
re: sidewalks; 10:13 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Maple Street); 11:19 p.m.: resi-
dential alarm (Clark Road), services 
rendered; 11:56 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; (total daily mv stops  - 2).

SATURDAY, JULY 20
12:36-2:02 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:44 a.m.: officer wanted (High 
Street), welfare check; 1:39 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Crestview Drive), rep. poss. 
harassment/stalking; 2:03 a.m.: 911 

call (Main Street), hang-up; 5:05 a.m.: 
residential alarm (Hastings Road), ser-
vices rendered; 6:18 a.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), resolved; 10:40 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Main Street), dog 
found; 10:50 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), issue w/dog; 1:55 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Dustin Street), spoken 
to; 2:06 p.m.: officer wanted (Taylor 
Street), address confirmation; 2:15 
p.m.: fraud (Smithville Road), report 
taken; 3:02 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Charron Road); 3:20 p.m.: accident 
(North Spencer Road), report taken; 
3:55 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 4:45 p.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), dogs in 
mv/windows closed; 5:55 p.m.: 911 call 
(Main Street), child w/phone; 7:03 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Adams Street), noise 
complaint; 7:23 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(Main Street), kids harassing custom-
ers; 8:04 p.m.: medical/general (North 
Spencer Road); 9:42 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Laurel Lane), re: missing cat; 
(total daily mv stops – 2).

SUNDAY, JULY 21
12:06-2:28 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:00 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main 
Street), investigated; 2:10 a.m.: parking 
violation (Ash Street), ticket issued; 
2:28 a.m.: parking violation (Municipal 
Drive), ticket issued; 6:24 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Howe Village); 9:16 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Pleasant Street), re: 
cam pointed at house; 11:01 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Church Street); 12:15 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Overlook Drive), 
re: sick goose; 2:22 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Main Street), locked out of  bldg.; 
3:20 p.m.: lost/found (Howe Road), 
keys found; 5:51 p.m.: disturbance 
(Pleasant Street), neighbor dispute; 
6:56 p.m.: mv complaint (Smithville 
Road), mcs speeding; 7:02 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Meadow Road), mc speed-
ing thru neighborhood; 8:09 p.m.: DPW 
call (Temple Street), re: mv/poss. male 
passed out inside; 8:36 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), hang-up; 8:42 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Main Street), re: item 
left outside store; 9:46 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Church Street), mv parked 
at stop sign; 9:57 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Douglas PD req. info; 
10:11 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
(total daily mv stops – 4).

MONDAY, JULY 22
12:19-4:39 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 4:53 a.m.: transport (Main 
Street), party lost/transport to Howe 
Road; 6:39 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 7:59 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Road); 8:53 a.m.: mutual 
aid (North Spencer Road), Paxton PD 
bolo/truck; 9:16 a.m.: officer wanted 
(G.H. Wilson Road), req. VIN inspec-
tion for RMV; 9:25 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Linden Street), re: retrieving belong-
ings; 12:51 p.m.: accident (Cherry 
Street), report taken; 2:44 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Paxton Road), no con-
tact; 3:21 p.m.: juvenile matter (Condon 
Drive), services rendered; 3:27 p.m.: 
medical/general (Northwest Road); 
3:29 p.m.: animal complaint (Adams 
Street), poss. rabid raccoon; 3:53 p.m.: 
lost/found (Main Street), wallet lost; 
5:48 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Auburn PD bolo; 6:00 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Cooney Road), loose 
dog; 7:29 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), looking for mail; 7:34 
p.m.: officer wanted (Maple Street), 
wants phone back; 7:40 p.m.: mutual 
aid (West Main Street), East Brookfield 
PD bolo/failure to stop; 7:55 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Brown Road), re: appt. to 
retrieve belongings; 11:29 p.m.: distur-
bance (Prospect Street), hears baby 
crying/concerned; (total daily mv 
stops – 3).

TUESDAY, JULY 23
3:37 a.m.: medical/general (Bixby 

Road); 4:23 a.m.: mv repossessed 
(Marble Road), info rec’d; 7:50 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Meadow Road), rep. 
sale of  multiple pistols/revolvers; 8:09 
a.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 9:50 a.m.: arrest warrant ser-
vice (Hastings Road), Mitchell D. Gurk, 
76, 16 Hastings Road, Spencer, warrant, 
arrest; 11:17 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Cooney Road), accidental; 1:11 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Pope Street), referred; 2:03 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 2:27 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Smithville Road), loose cows; 3:24 p.m.: 
school alarm (Ash Street), services ren-
dered; 3:30 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), wants registration run; 
3:31 p.m.: suspicious persons (Main 
Street), investigated; 4:07 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Church Street); 5:32 p.m.: 
medical/general (Charlton Road); 6:48 
p.m.: officer wanted (Dustin Street), 
spoken to; 6:50 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), re: Spectrum work-
er on Pine Street, Leicester; 7:09 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), system 
maintenance; 7:20 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), rep. male pushing fem. 
into mv; (total daily mv stops – 0).

# # # 

POLICE REPORTS
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
BAY PATH REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL 

HIGH SCHOOL
57 Old Muggett Hill Road, Charlton, MA  01507

(1) Part-Time Custodian Position
Immediate Opening

Second Shift, 3 ½ Hours 6:00 pm-9:30 pm
5 Days a week – Year Round- $ 23.80 per hour

Apply for this job online at 
https://www.schoolspring.com/jobdetail?jobId=4709129

On-Call Substitute Custodian (as needed)
Immediate Opening

    2nd Shift, Hourly Position, $16.91/per hour
Apply for this job online at

 https://www.schoolspring.com/jobdetail?jobId=4709199

Questions please contact Anthony Fulginiti 508-248-5971 x 1770
Application deadline: Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

An Equal Opportunity Employer.

Welders/Plate 
Fabrication
Excellent Benefits Plus 401k

Apply in person  
Package Steel

15 Harback Rd Sutton, MA
e-mail resume to:

Lucille@packagesteel.com
508-865-5871 x 3010

 
www.StonebridgePress.com

The event is also a great 
way for guests to pro-
mote water safety while 
honoring the legacy of  
Bill Yorzyk (1933-2020), 
an 11-time world record 
breaking swimmer.

Throughout his life, 
Yorzyk always supported 
opportunities to intro-
duce youngsters to swim-
ming and water safety. In 
his memory, the Wild Bill 
Swim raises funds that 
provide free swimming 
lessons during the school 
day for local third grad-
ers.

“While the Wild 

Bill Swim and Paddle 
Challenge is a high-spir-
ited event, its purpose 
is quite literally dead-
ly serious: preventing 
drowning, the number 
one cause of  accidental 
death in children under 
the age of  14,” read a pro-
motional statement.

Event leaders look 
forward to another fun 
program that benefits the 
community. Last year’s 
event saw guests repre-
senting local towns and 
even a few other states.

“We created this event 
to honor my father and 
his commitment to swim-
ming by making sure 
everyone feels safe,” 

Yorzyk Triger added. 
“Everything we raise in 
this annual event goes to 
teaching local kids water 
safety and to swim.”

The Wild Bill Swim and 
Paddle Challenge will 
take place at Brookfield 
Beach on South Pond in 
Brookfield (141 Lake Rd., 
Brookfield).

For safety and orga-
nizational reasons, 
pre-registration is 
required through a link 
on the event’s website: 
WildBillSwim.org. 

In the years since the 
Wild Bill Challenge was 
instituted, more than 120 
children have taken part 

in a month-long water 
safety and swim instruc-
tion program funded 
entirely by the challenge. 
From transporting kids 
to the local YMCA pool, to 
providing swimsuits and 
goggles for children, the 
program helps remove 
barriers to learning how 
to swim.  

Yorzyk himself  didn’t 
learn to swim until he 
was 16 years old, but 
under the guidance of  
Coach Charles “Red” 
Silvia, Yorzyk quickly 
developed into one of  the 
world’s top talents. 

After setting 11 world 
records and invent-
ing the 2-beat butter-

fly,  Yorzyk returned to 
Massachusetts and gave 
back to his sport by men-
toring generations of  col-
lege athletes.

Now, his legacy lives 
on through teaching the 
next wave of  youngsters 
to be safe in the water.

“At around age eight 
to ten, kids become more 
likely to elude adult 
supervision in potential-
ly dangerous situations. 
At the same time, they 
are very open to learning 
life skills, which is why 
third grade was identi-
fied as a good time for 
a school-based swim and 
water safety program,” 
the promotional state-

ment read. 

Registration for the 
Wild Bill Swim and 
Paddle Challenge is 
available online at: 
WildBillSwim.org. There 
are reduced entry fees for 
youth swimmers, teams, 
and entrants in the Para 
Swimmer Division. 

The Wild Bill Swim 
and Paddle Challenge 
website also includes 
detailed information on 
the event, as well as Bill 
Yorzyk’s personal history 
and links for water safety 
and swimming instruc-
tion.

WILD BILL
continued from page  A1

Meanwhile, Montachusett Regional Vocational 
Technical School in Fitchburg, which serves nine 
communities in Sen. Durant’s district (Barre, Gardner, 
Holden, Hubbardston, Phillipston, Princeton, Sterling, 
Templeton, and Westminster) was also awarded 
$20,000 in grant funding.

The latest round of  grant funding focused predom-
inantly on rural communities, which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency defines as any com-
munity with a population of  less than 50,000. 

At least 84 of  the grants were awarded to munici-
palities meeting FEMA’s definition of  rural, officials 
said.

Additional technology projects allowed under the 
grant programs include implementing multifactor 
authentication, migration to a government domain, 
development of  a written cybersecurity incident 
response plan, tabletop exercises, and cybersecurity 
awareness training.

“All of  these steps will help smaller communities 
to be more secure in the virtual world,” Durant said.

Funding for both grant programs was secured 
through the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant 
Program.

Funds were offered to states by the U.S. Department 
of  Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency, as well as the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.

The Office of  Grants and Research (OGR) is respon-
sible for managing and administering the grant 
funds. Awards were approved by the Massachusetts 
Cybersecurity Planning Committee, which was 
formed as a condition of  the federal program to guide 
allowable use of  the funds.

GRANT
continued from page  A1

very first ride on a bus 
of  any kind. Families 
from throughout the area 
always enjoy attending 
the safety program each 
year.

“During previous pro-
grams, representatives 

from Vehicle Safety for 
the state came from 
their Boston offices with 
numerous staff  mem-
bers to see the program 
firsthand and were 
impressed,” the AA 
Transportation state-
ment read. 

The event will feature 
bus drivers and school 

personnel from North 
Brookfield, Leicester, 
Spencer, and East 
Brookfield. Program 
leaders will help answer 
questions from students 
and their parents. 

AA Transportation 
runs school bus routes in 
multiple area communi-
ties. The event is also a 

great way for guests to 
meet other local officials 
who are often in atten-
dance, including mem-
bers of  the police and 
school administrators. 

To learn more about 
the upcoming bus safe-
ty program, contact AA 
Transportation at 508-867-
4500.

SAFETY
continued from page  A1

said North Brookfield 
Selectman Vaughn 
Schlegel. “We hope that 
this helps to promote 

pride in our town and 
collect donations for our 
Town House via ticket 
sales.”

Added Schlegel, “The 
Friends of  the Town 
House work very hard 

to find funding to main-
tain and restore our his-
torical Town Hall build-
ing. I encourage anyone 
from not just North 
Brookfield but any of  
the surrounding towns 

to please attend this out-
ing, show your support 
for the Brookfields, and 
help fundraise for our 
Town House and for East 
Brookfield’s fireworks 
display.”

TAKE OVER
continued from page  A1

they just kept churning. 

It’s not about large 
bursts of  effort but small, 
persistent, daily efforts. 
You set tiny goals that 
you know are achievable, 
and you keep doing them 
daily. You realize that 
consistency is one of  the 
most potent ingredients 
for turning your dreams 
into reality. 

As the days turn into 
weeks and the weeks into 
months, you start to see 
progress. Your business 
begins to grow steadily. 

The challenges stay, but 
your consistent efforts 
help you navigate them 
better. You find that con-
sistency builds momen-
tum, and momentum 
keeps you moving for-
ward.

What are some things 
that will make you incon-
sistent? Drugs and alco-
hol are certainly signifi-
cant factors. While some 
people claim substances 
like marijuana or alco-
hol make them more pro-
ductive, over time, they 
often find the opposite to 
be true. When they quit, 
their productivity usual-
ly improves significantly.

Other things that can 
lead to inconsistency 
include procrastination, 
which creates a cycle of  
stress and rushed work, 
and lack of  sleep, which 
severely impacts focus 
and energy levels. 

Poor time management 
without a clear plan or 
schedule can lead to dis-
tractions and overwhelm. 
A negative mindset, filled 
with self-doubt and pes-
simism, can sap motiva-
tion. 

Unhealthy relation-
ships can drain your 
energy and focus, pull-
ing you away from pro-
ductive habits. Constant 

distractions from social 
media, emails, or a noisy 
environment can also 
break your flow and hin-
der consistent progress.

Ultimately, you learn 
that consistency is not 
just a habit; it’s a power-
ful force that transforms 
aspirations into achieve-
ments. It’s the difference 
between those who suc-
ceed and those who don’t. 

Dedicate yourself  to 
your dream every single 
day. Let consistency be 
the engine that propels 
you toward your goals 
and turns your aspira-
tions into reality.

POSITIVELY
continued from page  A7
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

Listing Wanted!
Waterfront Properties!!

Condominiums!! 
Worcester County- 

Call for a Market Analysis

Jo-Ann Szymczak
 774-230-5044 

Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

QUALIFYING HEROES: 
Firefighters, EMS, Law Enforcement, 

Military (Active , Reserve & Veterans), 
Healthcare Workers and Teachers

Diane Luong- “I was pleased to participate with
Rewarding these Heroes”

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

93 Haggerty Rd $659,900

8 Denfield $674,900

91 Blood Rd $499,900 18 Virginia Dr $434,900

*4 Br * 2.5 Baths 
* 1.37 acre * Spacious

* Well Maintained

*Central Air * 4 Bedroom
* 1.47 Acres

*Above Ground Pool
* Familyroom * Office

* 2.5 Baths
*Cabinet packed Kitchen 

 with Granite Counters & Center Island

* Opportunity * 3 Bedrooms
* 2.5 Baths •Needs Cosmetics
* 2 Car Garage •Fantastic Lot

*2 Car Garage * 2 Baths
*1300 sq. ft.

Hardwood Floors

CHARLTON- NEW LISTING

CHARLTON-
 Pristine Condition

CHARLTON-
Colonial

LEICESTER-
55+ Community

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

SPRAWLING 2000 
SF RANCH HOME! 
1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN. Living 
room, dining room, 
kitchen with 7’ island, 
3 bedroom, 2 baths, 
Hardwood Floors! 
central air. garage 

$614,500

WEBSTER
17 BRODEUR AVENUE

4 Well Maintained & Updated 
Multi-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces... Located 
within the Central Core District 
of Downtown Southbridge!! 
Mixed Use Zoning !! Side by 
Side Buildings being sold as 
1 Package. Off-Street Parking 
spots. Heated Garage Space - 
Room for up to 18 Vehicles!!  
ALL Units Occupied  $ 1,300,000

SOUTHBRIDGE- 140 - 152 HAMILTON 
 New Listing!

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

2 family - 3 bedroom 
apartment & a 1 bed-
room apartment. Many 
new updates. Central 
Air! Plenty of parking. 
Centrally Located.

$399,900.

WEBSTER - 6 SLATER ST

Need Your Own Space? *~* 
Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ sit-
uated on a Private 0.35 acre on a 
‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun-

room, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors, 
large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900

DUDLEY 
3 FILO RD 

Why 8 Benjamin Lane, Shrewsbury? This de-
lightfully quintessential Cape home will fulfill 
your needs & expectations! 2600sf +/-. 3 very 
appealing BRS!  2 Baths.  $820,000.

SHREWSBURY
8 BENJAMIN LANE

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

SORRY SOLD

WEBSTER - 10 NEW STREET
1st Time Offered! An Opportunity “To Have & To Hold” this 2 
Family/Owner Occupied, Quality Built, Respectfully Maintained 
Two Family! This Magnificent Home was Built in 1941 & owned 
by the same family for 83+ Years. 2,688 sf of living area. 10 
Spacious Rooms!  2 BRs & 1 Bath Per Unit. Hallway w/custom 
staircase ~ Very Impressive! Hardwood floors! arched door-
ways! Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!                                    $499,900.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $695,000

Featured Listing! 

Featured New Listing! 

Home At Last!! Destina-
tion? 12 Surrey Lane! Fi-
nally ~ enjoy the simple life 
in this Affordable 5 Rm, 3 
BR, 1 BA, 1,008 SF+/- 
Ranch situated on almost 
an acre (0.77) of beautiful 
land in a neighborhood 
setting  $324,900.

WEBSTER - 12 SURREY LANE 

SORRY, SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Community volun-
teers at the Haston Free 
Public Library planted 
vibrant native pollinator 
flowers on July 20 with 
the goal of  creating a 

space in the front of  the 
library that is both polli-
nator friendly – bringing 
beauty and wildlife to the 
space - and a place that 
library patrons can uti-
lize and enjoy during the 

library’s open hours as 
well as when the build-
ing is closed. Shades of  
purple, pink, and yellow 
now decorate the front of  
the building, along with 
a brand-new wheelchair 

accessible picnic table.
“We wanted to create a 

space that was welcom-
ing for everyone, as well 
as educational,” says 
Interim Director Brianna 
Lamb. “Pollinators like 
bees and butterflies are 
very important to our 
ecosystem,  and planting 
a pollinator garden was a 
wonderful way of  bring-
ing them into the commu-
nity space and teaching 
people about them. Not to 
mention the flowers are 
beautiful!” 

Lamb researched all 
the plants that would be 
going into the garden and 
carefully planned where 
they would be planted in 
the beds. 

Inishowen Farms of  
North Brookfield gra-
ciously donated many 
of  the native flowering 
plants such as black eyed 
susans, blazing star, and 
butterfly weed. Native 
seedlings were also pur-
chased from That’s a 
Plenty Farm, a native 
plant nursery in Hadley. 
Although many of  these 
plants are past their flow-
ering stage for this year, 
they will be well estab-
lished and flourishing 
by this time next year. 
Native plants are specif-
ically adapted to grow in 
our area and require less 
maintenance than other 
more exotic species.

Volunteers of  all ages 
from the community 

helped out at the library 
to clear the garden beds 
and plant the flowers. The 
children were especially 
excited to be involved in 
the project, helping to dig 
holes, weed, and water.

Going forward, the 
library will also be put-
ting up educational signs 
about the pollinator gar-
den, as well as individual 
plant labels, and a step-
ping stone pathway. If  
you would like to create 
your own pollinator gar-
den, the library also has 
a Pollinator Garden Card 
Deck available to check 
out from their collection. 

This deck goes in depth 
for each plant, giving spe-
cific requirements and 
statistics.

“My hope is that this 
garden brings a bit of  
color and warmth to the 
area, and is utilized both 
by our library patrons 
and community mem-
bers, and our pollinator 
friends,” says Lamb. 

The library would like 
to thank the Friends and 
Trustees of  the library, 
Inishowen Farms, and 
the community members 
who offered their help. 

			                    

Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

Saturday & Sunday, August 10th & 11th!

CHARLTON - 
Massachusetts State Sen. 
Ryan Fattman, through 
Amanda Galonek Hellyar, 
MPA, Deputy District 
Director and Special 
Projects Coordinator 
from the Office of  Sen. 
Ryan Fattman, Worcester 
& Hampden, presented a 
citation to John Martin 
Wanjiru.

State Rep. John J. 
Marsi, Jr. also presented 
a citation to John Martin 
Wanjiru as an acknowl-
edgement for his accom-
plishments and award as 
the MassCTE.org Post-
secondary student of  the 
year, Central Chapter. 
Citations are awarded to 
constituents who have 
reached a significant 
personal or professional 
milestone.

Ryan C. Fattman cur-
rently serves in the 
Massachusetts State 
Senate. Previously, he 
represented the 18th 
Worcester district in the 
Massachusetts House 
of  Representatives as a 
Republican.

John J. Marsi, Jr. is 
currently serving as a 
Republican member of  
the Massachusetts House 

of  Representatives from 
the 6th Worcester district.

Both Senator Fattman 
and Representative Marsi 
honored John Martin 
Wanjiru at his graduation 
and pinning ceremony 
June 21 at the Overlook 
Performance Arts Center. 

John Martin Wanjiru 
of  South Grafton gradu-
ated with the PN Class 
of  2024. 

“What an honor to 
witness and celebrate 
this recognition for our 
nursing graduate,” said 
Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, 
Academy Director. “We 
are proud of  John Martin 
for this achievement and 
grateful to both Senator 
Fattman and Rep. Marsi.”

John Martin pursued 
a career in nursing, hav-
ing been motivated by his 
experience as a Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA), 
Certified Home Health 
Aid (CHHA), and a direct 
support professional. 

“Giving the best ver-
sion of  a nurse whenev-
er I will be working, to 
create a positive environ-
ment for the residents 
and colleagues,” John 
Martin noted. 

He spends his free time 
giving back to those who 
give their service to the 
country. He collected 
items for care packag-
es that were sent to sol-
diers. He spoke in front 
of  the Practical Nursing 
Class of  2024 about this 
initiative. Care bags 
were filled and donated 
to the https://military-
missions.org/ sent via 
USPS at 570 Delzan Place, 
Suite 10, Lexington, KY 
40503. He felt encouraged 
and empowered to show 
appreciation to the vet-
erans.

John Martin was a 
CNA at the River Terrace 
Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare Center since 
2021. From 2019 to 2022, 
he was a direct support 
professional at Venture 
Community Services. 
Originally from Kenya, he 
obtained his certification 
at Kenyatta University 
(Nairobi, Kenya for 
CISCO Networking 
Academy, 2012). He com-
pleted his secondary 
education at Kiamuya 
Secondary School (Nyeri, 
Kenya 2009).

John Martin is certi-
fied in BLS/HCP CPR, 
mental health first aid, 
and dementia care. As a 
member of  the PN Class 
of  2024 he was a mem-
ber of  the admissions 
panel interview and coor-
dinated the Alzheimer’s 
Association memorial 
luminary during the lon-
gest night in December. 
Through https://www.
betherecertificate.org/ 
he received his Be There 
Certificate. The Be There 
Certificate is a self-paced 
learning experience 
designed to increase men-
tal health literacy. The 
training provides knowl-
edge, skills, and confi-
dence needed to safely 
support anyone who may 
be struggling with their 
mental health. From “It 
provides a deep under-
standing of  Be There’s 5 
Golden Rules — a simple 
but actionable framework 
on how to recognize when 
someone might be strug-
gling with their mental 
health, your role in sup-
porting that person, and 
how to connect them to 
the help they deserve.”

Bay Path graduate 
recognized with
 two citations

Library pollinator garden
 brings community together
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