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OFFICIAL 

MASSACHUSETTS 
INSPECTION STATION 6

Summer is here. So are the stories, faces, and places 
that make this community home.

BVT students
 earn 132 
Medals at 
SkillsUSA 

Competitions 
in 2025-26

UPTON – Blackstone 
Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
(BVT) students demon-
strated their vocation-
al-technical abilities at 
the SkillsUSA National 
Leadership & Skills 
Conference (NLSC), held 
June 1-5 in Atlanta. The 
annual event is the world’s 
largest gathering of career 
and technical education 
students and highlights the 
critical role of career-ready 
skills.

The national conference 
marked the third and final 
stage of the SkillsUSA 
competition series. BVT 
students earned five bronze 
medals, while contestants 
who earned medals or met 
a threshold score for their 
event were also awarded 
skill point certificates rep-
resenting achievement in 
demonstrating proficiency 
and workplace readiness. 
 
“Our students welcome 
the opportunity to com-
pete against themselves 
and other highly skilled 
students at the SkillsUSA 
district, state, and nation-
al championships,” said 
Superintendent-Director 
Anthony E. Steele II. 
“During the 2025-26 
school year, our students 
proved their technical skills 
are among the best in the 
country by earning 132 
medals at all three levels.” 
 
The following BVT stu-
dents placed among the 
top 30 competitors at the 
2026 SkillsUSA National 
Leadership and Skills 
Conference. Additional 
information is available 
atwww.valleytech.k12.
ma.us/skillsusa.

BLACKSTONE
4TH Place:  Hunter 

Savard and James Thibault, 
Additive Manufacturing. 
 
DOUGLAS

Bronze:  Devin 
Drumheller, Mechatronics.

GRAFTON
Bronze:  Robert Lazo, 

Mechatronics.
24th Place:  Caroline 

Brown, Advertising Design.

HOPEDALE
Bronze:  Ella Foster, 

Career Pathways Showcase 
Engineering.

M I L F O R D 
National Voting 
Delegate:  Maria De 
Oliveira, also the outgo-
ing Western Region Vice 
President.

13th Place:  Emily 
Kee, Health Occupations 
Portfolio.

U X B R I D G E 
—  Uxbridge High School 
held its final faculty and 
staff meeting of the school 
year on Tuesday, June 16, 
recognizing two incredible 
educators who are retiring, 
as the UHS Educators of 
the Year. The award, insti-
tuted in 2016, recogniz-
es outstanding educators 
for their contributions to 
the school and communi-
ty. This year, the award 
was given to Hurley Silbor 
and Christine Prior, who 
are retiring after lengthy 
careers at UHS in which 
both have made lasting 
impacts to their students, 
colleagues, community, 
and school.

In sharing remarks about 
the two excellent educa-
tors, Dr. Michael Rubin 
referenced the classic 
nonfiction piece by John 
Updike, Hub Fans Bid 
Kid Adieu, about the last 
game of baseball legend 

Ted Williams’ career and 
his home run on his final 
at bat. 

“There are those in sport 
and history who leave their 
careers perhaps a bit too 

long,” said Dr. Rubin. “For 
example, we remember 
reading stories of Napoleon 
isolated on an island, or 
Ronald Reagan absorbing 
jokes about his declining 
faculties, or Willie Mays in 
a Mets uniform. For Chris 
Prior and Hurley Silbor, 
there was no such decline. 
They leave the profession 
still doing the job as well 
as they ever have, setting 
the example for what it 
means to be a professional, 
the consummate educator, 

a great teammate, and a 
tremendous colleague.”

The two were present-
ed with the traditional 
Adirondack chair as built 
for retirees in the school’s 
manufacturing program, as 
well as a plaque that rec-
ognized them for “stead-
fast commitment and pro-
fessionalism to the stu-
dents and community of 
Uxbridge.” Reflecting on 
their legacy, UHS Principal 
Michael Rubin noted that 
both. Prior and Silbor are 

concluding their tenures at 
the height of their profes-
sional impact. Comparing 
their exit to the legend-
ary final home run of Ted 
Williams, Rubin remarked 
that their contributions are 
firmly “in the books” as 
they transition into retire-
ment. Their careers have 
been defined not just by 
longevity, but by a deep 
sense of purpose and a 
mastery of their craft that 
has left an indelible mark 
on both students and col-
leagues.

​Throughout their years 
of service, Prior and 
Silbor have embodied an 
“indefensible hope” in 
the potential of their stu-
dents and the success of 
the school. While they may 
not have sought the title 
of the greatest educators 
to ever live, the sentiment 
of their excellence will 
endure in the minds and 
spirits of the generations of 
learners they have inspired.

The Uxbridge High 
School community extends 
its deepest gratitude to 
Chris Prior and Hurley 
Silbor for their years of 
dedication and wishes 
them the very best in their 
future adventures. 

GRAFTON — On July 5, the Unitarian 
Universalist Society of Grafton and 
Upton (UUSGU) and Grafton Public 
Library will host a public reading of 
Frederick Douglass’ powerful speech 
“What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”  
first delivered in 1852 in Rochester, 
N.Y. to the Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society. 
The event will be held at the UUSGU 
meetinghouse at 3 Grafton Common in 
Grafton, MA, beginning at 5 PM. 

The injustice that continues in our 
country makes the Frederick Douglass 
speech as relevant today as it was in 
1852, and the reading offers an occasion 
to consider racism and the legacy of 
slavery in the United States. 

The program begins with a “call to the 
Common” by African drummer Akili 
Jamal Haynes, as Frederick Douglass 
called people to the Common with a 
bell in 1842 after initially being denied 
access to local churches, homes, and 
marketplaces when he came to Grafton 
to speak out against slavery. He returned 
to Grafton Common to speak again in 
1874.

The drumming will resonate through-
out   the Grafton Common, inviting the 
community into the meetinghouse. Once 
indoors, volunteers will take turns read-
ing Douglass’ speech aloud from start 
to finish.  The moving oratory prompts 
our consideration of the nation’s stated 
values, its triumphs and failures, and the 
actions and resolutions required of us as 
participants in the American project, a 
250-year-old experiment in democracy. 

Following the reading, those interested 
will break into smaller groups to discuss 
what we, each of us, here in 2026, can do 
to further Douglass’ vision of a more just 
and equitable American society.

Reading Frederick Douglass 
Together,  a free community event,  is 
made possible by a   grant from Mass 
Humanities, provided by funding 
through the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council (MCC). The UUSGU meet-
inghouse is welcoming to everyone, is 
accessible, and offers assistive listening 
devices. Volunteer readers will speak 
from an accessible lectern. 

Uxbridge High School names Christine Prior 
and Hurley Silbor “Educators of the Year”

Courtesy

Rev. Daniel Gregoire of UUSGU reads during a past ‘Reading Frederick Douglass Together’ 
event.  

UUSGU to host Frederick Douglass 
reading July 5

DOUGLAS — The 
Simon Fairfield Public 
Library has announced a 
full schedule of programs 
for children, teens and 
adults throughout July, 
including Summer Reading 
Program events, book 
clubs, gardening activities 
and creative workshops.

The library, locat-
ed at 290 Main St., will 
be closed on Saturday, 
July 4, in observance of 
Independence Day.

Library staff remind 
residents that some pro-
grams require advance 
registration. Anyone with 
questions may contact the 
library at 508-476-2695 or 
email  douglas@cwmars.
org.

Summer Reading 
Program

The library’s Summer 
Reading Program will 
feature a series of weekly 
Wednesday presentations 
at 1 p.m.

The schedule includes:
Wednesday, July 

8:  Diane Edgecomb pres-
ents Sprouting Tales.

Wednesday, July 
15:  Rainforest Reptile 
Shows.

Wednesday, July 
22:  Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society 
Plantmobile presentation 
(registration required).

Wednesday, July 
29:  Ed the Wizard pres-
ents Reading is Magic.

Special Family Event
Children and families 

are invited to attend Barks 
and Books with Dog 
Orphans and Louise 
Chadbourne  on  Monday, 
July 20, at 1 p.m.

Children’s Programs
Summer Storytime ses-

sions will be held at 10 
a.m. on:

Mondays: July 6, July 
13, July 20 and July 27.

Thursdays: July 9, July 
16, July 23 and July 30.

Registration is required 
for all storytime sessions.

Children can also par-
ticipate in  Reading to 
Bryce on Wednesday, July 
15, at 5:45 p.m. Registration 
is required.

Teen Programs
The library’s Battletech 

Club will meet for teens at 
4 p.m. on:

Tuesday, July 14.
Tuesday, July 28.
Adult Book Clubs
Two book discussion 

groups are scheduled 
during the month:

Intrepid Readers  will 
discuss Cleopatra by Stacy 
Schiff on Tuesday, July 14, 
at 6:30 p.m.

SciFi Book Club will dis-
cuss  The Infinite Sadness 
of Small Appliances  by 
Glenn Dixon on  Tuesday, 
July 21, at 6:30 p.m.

Adult Activities
The library will host 

several recurring adult pro-
grams:

Writer’s Accountability 
Group  meets Mondays, 
July 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 
6:30 p.m.

Fiber Arts Friends meets 
Wednesdays, July 8 and 22 
at 5:45 p.m.

SFPL Gardeners  meets 
Saturday, July 18, at 10:30 
a.m.

The Simon Fairfield 
Public Library is open 
Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

For additional informa-
tion or to register for pro-
grams, contact the library 
at 508-476-2695 or visit 
the library at 290 Main St. 
in Douglas.

Simon Fairfield Public 
Library announces July 
programs and Summer 

Reading events 

Turn To MEDALS page  A10



UXBRIDGE — Residents look-
ing to explore the outdoors, learn 
about the night sky, or connect with 
nature on guided hikes will have 
numerous opportunities through-
out 2026 as the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) rolls out a 
full slate of programs across the 
Blackstone River Valley.

The schedule includes stargaz-
ing events at Blackstone River 
and Canal Heritage State Park 
in Uxbridge, a series of guided 
recreational hikes throughout the 
region, and a special Pride Hike at 
Douglas State Forest in June.

All programs are free and open 
to the public, and most do not 
require advance registration.

One of the most popular offer-
ings returns with the annual Night 
Sky 2026  series at Blackstone 
River and Canal Heritage State 
Park. Participants will gather in the 
field across from the River Bend 
Farm Visitor Center at 287 Oak St. 
in Uxbridge for guided observa-
tions of celestial events throughout 
the year. Upcoming sessions are 
planned for July 17, Aug. 28, Sept. 
18, Oct. 23 and Nov. 6.

Highlights include a June eve-
ning featuring Venus, Jupiter and 
Mercury, an August full moon 
rising shortly after sunset, and 
a November program that will 
include viewing opportunities for 
the Milky Way.

The programs are suitable for 
all ages, although children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Organizers recommend dressing 
for weather conditions and bring-
ing insect repellent.

Outdoor enthusiasts can also 

take advantage of the  Exploring 
the Blackstone River Valley 
Recreational Hike Series, which 
began May 3 and continues each 
Sunday through June 28.

The hikes will visit several 
regional conservation areas and 
state parks, including Blackstone 
River and Canal Heritage State 
Park, Upton State Forest, Douglas 
State Forest, Whitehall State 
Park and the Blackstone River 
Greenway.

Among the featured outings are 
the Worcester Greenway Hike on 
June 28.

The guided hikes vary in length 
and difficulty, ranging from a 
two-mile paved walk along the 
Blackstone River Greenway in 
Millville to more challenging 
woodland routes featuring rocky 
terrain and steep inclines.

Participants are encouraged 
to wear sturdy footwear and 
bring water and insect repellent. 
Children attending must be 
accompanied by an adult.

The DCR is also con-
tinuing efforts to create 
welcoming outdoor expe-
riences for all visitors 
through its annual  Pride 
Hike program.

This year’s regional 
Pride Hike is scheduled for 
June 27 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at Douglas State Forest. 
Participants will meet at the 
Ridge Trail parking area 
and complete an approxi-
mately 2.5-mile hike over 
gravel surfaces and steep 
inclines.

The event is designed for 
LGBTQIA+ individuals, 

their families and allies, provid-
ing an opportunity to enjoy the 
outdoors in an inclusive and sup-
portive environment. Organizers 
encourage participants to wear 
pride colors and prepare for chang-
ing weather conditions.

The Pride Hike is recommended 
for ages 12 and older. Restroom 
and water facilities are not avail-
able at the trailhead.

DCR officials note that all pro-
grams are subject to change or 
cancellation due to weather or 
other conditions. Up-to-date infor-
mation is available by calling the 
park office at (508) 278-7604.

The Blackstone River and Canal 
Heritage State Park serves as one 
of the region’s premier gateways 
to outdoor recreation, offering 
access to trails, historic canal fea-
tures, wildlife viewing opportuni-
ties and educational programming 
throughout the year.
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Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA 
508.234.8256 • 800.357.2265

MilfordFederal.com

Milford Federal Bank is proud to  
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue 

PAW of the WEEK! 

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB 
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any 

branch and bring home a treat from our  
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

PAW of the WEEK 
CHESTER

5 YR./59 LB./MALE/RETRIEVER/CATTLE DOG MIX
About Me: Hi, I’m Chester — equal parts sweet, silly, and snuggly. I’m the kind of guy who will happily toss 
a toy around one minute and then roll over for belly rubs the next. I love my people deeply and bond closely 
with “my” humans. Once you’re in my circle, you’re in for life.
I’m happiest when I’m playing, relaxing near you, or soaking up affection. I have a big heart, a playful 
streak, and a soft side that just wants to feel safe and loved.
A Few Honest Notes (Because Communication Matters )
I’m not a cat guy — it’s just not my vibe.
I’ve been around other dogs at the rescue and have done fine, but I didn’t have much proper socialization 
before coming here. When dogs rush up to me, I can feel unsure and a little overwhelmed. Because of 
that, I’d feel most confident being your one-and-only pup while I continue building skills and confidence 
at my own pace.
Vet visits used to make me nervous too — especially nail trims and being confined for exams. But guess 
what? I’ve made amazing progress. With the help of our awesome trainer, Jackie, I learned to file my own 
nails (yes, I’m basically a DIY king), and I’ve been muzzle trained so I can safely and successfully handle 
checkups and vaccinations! With a little medication beforehand and the right support, I’m doing so much 
better already. I’m proof that patience and training truly work.

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

BLACKSTONE 
$340,000, 12 Market St, Meers James 

William Est, and Meers, Michael J, to 
Lacroix, Barbara, and Plourde, Paul.

$325,000, 133 Lakeshore Dr, Taylor, 
Virginia S, to Lakeview Const & 
Remodeli.

DOUGLAS
$360,000, 86 Main St, Michael E 

Cahill Ret, and Cahill, Michael L, to 
Veaudry, Jeffrey.

$357,895, 410 NE Main St, Mccallum 
Wealth Ft, and Mccallum, Erica M, to 
Mccallum, Coady.

NORTHBRIDGE
$519,000, 225 N Main St, Gignac, 

Debra, to Josselyn, Simone B, and 
Josselyn, Jesse.

$515,000, 155 Kelly Rd, Lang Jr, 
John P, to Gonzalez, Daniela Torres, and 
Davila, Nathaniel Marcus.

$479,000, 130 Sheryl Dr, Mcdevitt, 
Sean, and Mcdevitt, Dana, to Schott, 
Russell.

$445,000, 24 Mcquades Ln, K Jr & 
Nancy C Piper Irt, and Deery, Cathy A, 
to Conti, Mark A.

$380,000, 237 Heritage Dr #237, 
Souza, Katia Ferreira, to Franciose, 
Stephanie R.

$170,000, 46 Heritage Dr #46, 
Ebbeling Dzicek Ft, and Dzicek, Linda, 
to Dzicek Ret, and Dzicek, Steven C.

UXBRIDGE
$479,900, 20 Maple St, Crosby, Craig 

E, and Crosby, Laura, to Therriault, 
Olivia Jean.

$430,000, 85 Rivulet St, Avila, Marc, 
and Avila, Melissa, to Singh, Santsaroop, 
and Kaur, Komalpreet.

$375,000, 5 Ascot Ln #1, Dileo Ft, 
and Pelczarski, Kimberly F, to Alves, 
David, and Alves, Denise.

$335,000, 35 Beverly Ave, Bacigalupo, 
Ryan L, to Latour, Mathew.

$265,000, 24 Kettle Hill Rd, Mobley, 
Philip, and Mobley, Phillip, to Monteiro, 
Geovane A.

$125,000, 1008 Quaker Hwy, 
Bevilacqua, Steven, to Alves, Cesar.

WARE
$106,000, 8 Bellevue Ave Ext, 

Theresa, Wendy, and Lakeview Loan 
Svcr LLC, to Pah Properties LLC.

$20,000, 32 Coffey Hill Rd, Beaver 
Associates Inc, to Poirier, Erick, and 
Poirier, Susanna.

Blackstone Valley State Parks 
offer Night Skies and Pride 

hikes and outdoor adventures

Grace Boisvert of 
Uxbridge earns

 Dean’s List  
honors at American 

 International College
SPRINGFIELD — American International College (AIC) stu-

dent Grace Boisvert of Uxbridge has earned Dean’s List honors 
for the Spring 2026 semester.

Dean’s List honors are awarded to full-time students who have 
achieved a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends Grant and all of those 
on the Dean’s List for their hard work and dedication.

Founded in 1885, American International College (AIC) is a 
private, co-educational, doctoral granting institution located in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, comprising the School of Business, 
Arts and Sciences, the School of Education, and the School of 
Health Sciences. AIC supports and advances education, diversity, 
and opportunity for its students and the community.



WORCESTER —  Cornerstone 
Bank donated $4,500 to support the suc-
cessful 2026 Golf Fights Cancer 100-Hole 
Golf Marathon benefiting DetecTogether 
and its mission to promote early cancer 
detection education.

 Held June 4 & 5 at Juniper Hill Golf 
Course, the annual fundraiser brought 
together golfers of all skill levels who 
played 100 holes to raise funds for can-

cer-related organizations and programs 
focused on awareness and early detection.

 “DetecTogether is helping people better 
understand the importance of early cancer 
detection and encouraging them to take an 
active role in their healthcare,” said Todd 
Tallman, CEO of Cornerstone Bank. “We 
are proud to support Golf Fights Cancer 
and the organization’s efforts to educate 
communities and help save lives.”

  Cornerstone Bank has supported the 
event for several years, contributing 
$21,000 over the last three years.

  Founded by Jim and Nancy Coghlin 
and their family, DetecTogether works 
with healthcare professionals, workplaces, 
schools and fire departments to provide 
education focused on recognizing cancer 
warning signs earlier and improving out-
comes through early detection. According 
to DetecTogether, nearly 40 percent of 
people will receive a cancer diagnosis in 
their lifetime, and approximately half of 
cancers are diagnosed at a late stage.

 The Golf Fights Cancer Golf Marathon 
challenged participants to complete 
approximately 100 holes of golf while 
raising funds to support cancer education 
and advocacy initiatives. The event once 
again brought together supporters from 
across the region to advance the fight 
against cancer through education, aware-
ness and early detection.

 
About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, 

born of a long history of supporting the 
community, and providing a strong foun-
dation to help people and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking model enables 
a unique ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a 
personal touch. 
Cornerstone, which 
is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, 
MHC, operating 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y 
under its own name 
and brand, provides 
the highest level of 
service and exper-
tise for individuals, 
businesses, and 
community orga-
nizations. With the 
addition of Athol 
Savings Bank, a 

Division of Cornerstone Bank, in 2026, 
Cornerstone offers customers access to 
17 branch locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts, the most in Worcester 
County. Built on Trust is not just a tagline, 
but also one of our guiding corporate val-
ues. To learn about Cornerstone Bank’s 
personal and business banking offerings, 
please visit  cornerstonebank.com  or call 
800-939-9103.
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What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate 
needs in order”.  No one likes to talk about death, that is 
why you should have everything done in advance.   Make 
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to 
those you want.  Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.  

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C.
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr. 

Cell:  508-868-7943
don@cournoyerlaw.net 

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

(508) 784-1550
MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

Cornerstone Bank donates $4,500 to 
Golf Fights Cancer Golf Marathon

Courtesy

Jim Sandagato, Cornerstone Bank SVP Commercial Lender; Jim Coghlin Sr., Founder of DetecTogether 
and Chairman of Coghlin Cos., Inc.; Brady Coghlin, Supply Chain Analyst at Coghlin Companies; 
and Tricia Scannell Laursen, President of DetecTogether. 

Emily Martinez named to Dean’s List at University of 
Maryland Global Campus

ADELPHI, Md. — Emily Martinez of Whitinsville was named to the Dean’s List for the spring 2026 term 
at University of Maryland Global Campus. To be eligible for the honor, a student must complete at least six 
credits during the term, earn a grade point average of at least 3.5 for the term, and maintain a cumulative GPA 
of 3.5 at UMGC.

University of Maryland Global Campus was founded more than 
75 years ago specifically to serve the higher education needs of 
working adults and military servicemembers. Today, UMGC is 
the largest provider of postsecondary education in Maryland and 
continues its global tradition with online and hybrid courses, more 
than 175 classroom and service locations worldwide, and more 
than 100 degrees and certificates backed by the reputation of a 
state university and the University System of Maryland. For more 
information, visit umgc.edu.

Local resident inducted 
into International Honor 

Society  
in Social Sciences

 
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 

Saint Anselm College student Brianne 
Rett from Uxbridge, a Sociology Major 
and Community and Public Health Major 
in the class of 2026, has been induct-
ed into the Pi Gamma Mu International 
Honor Society in Social Sciences for the 
2025-2026 academic year.  

 
Pi Gamma Mu is the oldest and pre-

eminent interdisciplinary social science 
honor society. Founded in 1924, its goal 
is to encourage and promote excellence 
in the social sciences while upholding 
scholarship, leadership, and service. Pi 
Gamma Mu serves the various social 
science disciplines that seek to under-
stand and explain human behavior, social 
relationships, and their related problems 
and issues. There are around 150 active 
chapters of Pi Gamma Mu in the United 
States and abroad.

Local residents inducted into 
National Scholastic Honor Society
 
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — Local Saint Anselm 

College students, including Brianne Rett of Uxbridge, have been 
accepted into the Tau chapter of the Delta Epsilon Sigma National 
Scholastic Honor Society for the 2025-2026 academic year.  

 
Students are considered for membership if they have completed 

at least 50% of the credit requirements for their degree and are 
ranked in the top 20% of their class. Candidates also must have 
demonstrated dedication to intellectual activity and service to 
their community.  

 
Founded in 1939, Delta Epsilon Sigma (DES) is the national 

scholastic honor society for students, faculty, and alumni of col-
leges and universities with a Catholic tradition.  Their purpose is 
to recognize academic accomplishments, foster scholarly activi-
ties, and encourage a sense of intellectual community among its 
members.  The Tau chapter at Saint Anselm College is one of 119 
DES chapters nationwide and has inducted 763 members to date.

 
ABOUT SAINT ANSELM COLLEGE: Founded in 1889, 

Saint Anselm College is a nationally-ranked four-year liberal 
arts college providing a 21st century education in the Catholic, 
Benedictine tradition. Located in the greater Boston region in 
southern New Hampshire, Saint Anselm is well known for its 
strong liberal arts curriculum, the New Hampshire Institute of 
Politics, commitment to inclusiveness, a highly successful nurs-
ing program, and a legacy of community service.

Morgan Martellio 
of Uxbridge receives 

degree from American 
International College 
SPRINGFIELD —  Morgan Martellio 

of Uxbridge has graduated from American 
International College (AIC) with a Doctor 
of Physical Therapy.

Founded in 1885, American 
International College (AIC) is a private, 
co-educational, doctoral granting institu-
tion located in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
comprising the School of Business, Arts 
and Sciences, the School of Education, 
and the School of Health Sciences. AIC 
supports and advances education, diversi-
ty, and opportunity for its students and the 
community.
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Turn your 
savings into 
paychecks in 
retirement

 Margaret had saved diligently for 
decades. Every paycheck, a portion 
went toward her retirement account. 
Then, the day finally came and she 
retired. Suddenly, the hardest part 
wasn’t the saving. It was learning to 
spend.

 
If that sounds familiar, you’re not 

alone. Many retirees find the shift 
from building savings to living off 
them emotionally difficult, even 
when they’ve planned carefully. Here 
are five smart strategies that can help 
you feel more confident about what’s 
ahead.

 Give yourself permission to spend 
conservatively.  Your retirement 
plan likely assumes a certain annual 
spending amount, with increases each 
year to account for inflation. All else 
being equal, the lower those initial 
withdrawals, the longer your money 
will last. A financial advisor can help 
you set up portfolio withdrawals per-
sonalized to your goals and situation. 
Feel free to give yourself permission 
to spend those amounts, knowing 
there’s intention behind them.

  For many retirees, the challenge 
isn’t math — it’s mindset. After 
years of being rewarded for saving, 
spending can feel like doing some-
thing wrong. It can help to reframe 
withdrawals as a paycheck you’ve 
already earned. For example, using 
your monthly distribution to cover 
travel, hobbies or time with family 
isn’t indulgent; it’s the purpose of the 
plan you built. Connecting spending 
to your values can make it feel more 
natural and sustainable.

 Do be sure to review your spend-
ing regularly and don’t forget to set 
aside funds for annual expenses like 
taxes and insurance.

 Keep some cash on hand. A gener-
al rule of thumb for retirees is to keep 
about 12 months’ worth of withdraw-
als in a separate account for spending 
and another three to five years’ worth 
in short-term, fixed-income invest-
ments. This cushion can allow your 
stock investments time to recover 
from a market downturn, reducing 
the need to sell investments when 
markets are down. That said, holding 
too much cash carries its own risk, 
as your portfolio may not grow fast 
enough to keep pace with inflation. 
So, while some cash is good, you’ll 
also want to remain invested in assets 
with more growth potential to help 
your portfolio last through retirement.

 Review regularly. Retirement can 
last 25 years or more, and even the 
best-laid plans need updating along 
the way. Review your financial strat-
egy at least once a year or after any 
major life change.

  Stay flexible.  Even small adjust-
ments to your spending can have a 
big impact on how long your money 
lasts. Retirees who hold off on spend-
ing increases in years when their 
portfolio declines are often able to 
stretch their savings further than those 
who increase withdrawals each year 
for inflation regardless of market per-
formance. 

Making the switch from saving to 
spending takes both careful planning 
and a genuine shift in mindset. A 
financial advisor can help you build 
out an effective approach to switch 
from saving to spending, and work 
with you so you can fully enjoy the 
retirement you worked so hard to 
reach. 

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Dennis Antonopoulos, your local 
Edward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert 
St., Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-
832-5385 or  dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.    Edward Jones, 
Member SIPC

25 Elm St.
Southbridge, MA 01550

Telephone: (508) 909-4126
Fax: (508) 764-8015
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Leaving at 
the top of 
the game

There is something especially meaning-
ful about a career that ends not because 
someone can no longer do the job, but 
because they have chosen the right moment 
to step away.

In sports, fans often debate whether a 
favorite player stayed too long. History 
is filled with examples of once-great fig-
ures whose final chapters failed to match 
the brilliance of their earlier accomplish-
ments. That is why the comparison made at 
Uxbridge High School’s recent faculty and 
staff meeting resonated so deeply.

As educators Chris Prior and Hurley 
Silbor prepare for retirement, they leave 
not as people whose best days are behind 
them, but as professionals still performing 
at the highest level. They leave as respected 
teachers, trusted colleagues and positive 
influences on generations of students. They 
leave, as Principal Michael Rubin noted, 
with their accomplishments firmly in the 
books.

Education is a profession where suc-
cess is often measured differently than in 
sports, business or politics. There are no 
championship trophies displayed in cases, 
no statistics printed on the back of a card. 
Instead, the true measure of an educator’s 
career can be found in the lives they have 
touched.

For every student who gained confidence 
in a classroom, discovered a passion for 
learning, overcame a challenge or found 
encouragement during a difficult moment, 
teachers like Chris Prior and Hurley Silbor 
played a role. Those contributions do not 
fade when the school year ends. They rip-
ple outward through families, workplaces 
and communities for decades.

That kind of impact is difficult to quanti-
fy, but it is impossible to overlook.

Schools depend on talented educators, 
but they also depend on veteran educa-
tors who provide stability, mentorship and 
institutional knowledge. Every successful 
school has teachers who quietly set the 
standard for professionalism and dedica-
tion. They model what it means to show 
up every day prepared, committed and 
focused on students. They become the peo-
ple younger educators look to for guidance 
and inspiration.

The careers of Prior and Silbor appear 
to embody exactly that kind of leadership.

What stands out most is not simply the 
number of years they served, but the con-
sistency with which they served. Longevity 
alone does not create a legacy. Commitment 
does. Excellence does. Caring does.

The phrase “indefensible hope” used 
during the recognition ceremony is partic-
ularly fitting. Great educators must possess 
a remarkable faith in young people. They 
must believe in students on days when 
students may not believe in themselves. 
They must continue encouraging, teaching 
and guiding despite obstacles, setbacks and 
changing circumstances.

That kind of optimism is not easy. Yet it 
is often what makes the greatest difference.

As the school community celebrates 
these two retirees, it is also worth reflecting 
on the broader importance of recognizing 
educators while they are still with us. Too 
often, the contributions of teachers become 
fully appreciated only after they leave the 
classroom. Taking time to acknowledge 
their service reminds us that strong schools 
are built by dedicated people whose influ-
ence extends far beyond lesson plans and 
report cards.

Chris Prior and Hurley Silbor leave 
Uxbridge High School with the respect of 
their colleagues and the gratitude of their 
community. More importantly, they leave 
knowing they made a difference.

Few careers offer a greater accomplish-
ment than that.

As they begin the next chapter of their 
lives, they do so having achieved some-
thing many strive for but few attain: the 
opportunity to leave at the very top of their 
game.

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

OPINION
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Revolution was about more than independence

A few evenings 
ago, I was taking 
a walk through a 
neighborhood not 
far from home when 
I noticed something 
I couldn’t stop 
thinking about. The 
porches were beau-
tiful.

Fresh paint. Hanging flow-
er baskets. Rocking chairs. 
Porch swings. Flags flutter-
ing in the breeze. Everything 
looked exactly the way a 
New England front porch 
is supposed to look in June. 
There was just one thing 
missing.

People.
Not a single person sat on 

any of them.
Years ago, front porches 

were practically commu-
nity centers. On a warm 
summer evening, families 
would gather outside after 
supper. Neighbors would 
stop and chat while walking 
by. Children played in the 
yard while adults exchanged 
news, complaints, weather 
observations, and the occa-
sional town rumor. You 
didn’t need a formal invita-
tion. You simply happened to 
be outside at the same time. 
Some of my strongest mem-
ories involve those kinds of 
evenings. Not because any-
thing important happened, 
but because nothing import-
ant happened. Someone 
waved from across the street. 
A neighbor wandered over 
with a question about their 
lawn mower. A passing dog 
stopped to make friends. You 
sat for an hour and somehow 

learned everything 
that had happened 
in town during the 
previous week.

Today, most of 
those conversations 
occur elsewhere. 
Some happen 
online. Some hap-
pen by text mes-

sage. Some never happen at 
all. The porch itself hasn’t 
disappeared. The purpose 
of the porch seems to have 
changed. Many of them have 
become decorative spaces 
instead of gathering places.

Now, before someone 
points out that people are 
busier than they used to be, 
I understand that. Summer 
schedules are packed. Youth 
sports seem to occupy every 
available hour. Many peo-
ple work longer days than 
previous generations. But I 
don’t think busyness tells the 
whole story. I suspect we’ve 
become remarkably good at 
retreating indoors.

Air conditioning certainly 
deserves some of the cred-
it. Once temperatures climb 
into the 80s, a comfortable 
living room can be difficult 
to resist. Streaming televi-
sion, smartphones, laptops, 
and every other form of 
entertainment are waiting 
inside.

The front porch, mean-
while, offers only fresh air 
and the possibility of an 
unexpected conversation. 
Maybe that’s exactly why 
it mattered. Porches created 
opportunities for small con-
nections that weren’t planned 
or scheduled. They allowed 

neighbors to become famil-
iar with one another without 
making a special effort. You 
learned who always walked 
their dog at sunset. You 
knew which neighbor grew 
the best tomatoes. You rec-
ognized the sound of some-
one’s laugh before you ever 
saw them coming down the 
sidewalk.

Communities are built 
from those small interac-
tions. Not grand events. Not 
official meetings. Not care-
fully organized programs. 
Just people seeing each other 
regularly.

The funny thing is that I 
don’t believe we’ve stopped 
wanting those connections. 
Every time a power outage 
knocks out the Internet for 
a few hours, people seem 
to emerge from their hous-
es. Suddenly, neighbors 
are talking again. Children 
appear in driveways. The 
street feels alive. It’s as 
though the desire was there 
all along, waiting for a rea-
son to come outside.

This summer, I may try an 
experiment. Instead of head-
ing indoors after dinner, I 
might spend an evening on 
the front steps with a cold 
drink and no agenda. Maybe 
nobody will walk by. Maybe 
the whole neighborhood will 
remain tucked away behind 
screens and air conditioners. 
Or maybe someone will stop 
and say hello. If they do, I 
suspect we’ll find plenty to 
talk about.

After all, the porch is 
still there. Perhaps all that’s 
missing is us.

DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

Financial  
Focus

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

To the Editor:
Celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence with patriotic 
enthusiasm! Please!

But wait, do you know that it is fash-
ionable today among the clever folks to 
call our Revolutionary War “the American 
War of Independence?” That re-naming was 
invented by the so-called Ivy League col-
leges, who are so Communist that they just 
cannot tolerate the idea that colonials were 
Revolutionary and exceptional. 

We are exceptional because it was a rev-
olution. We did not just want to be indepen-
dent of Britain and the King. We wanted to 
create a new country with new values, in 
which we recognized that “we hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights that 
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.”

We were so revolutionary that our women 
were radicals, too. Abigail Adams reminded 
her husband, John, that he must include 
women in this new nation of rights at his 
peril. Women in 1775 did not hesitate to 
take action. In April of 1775, after their 
men had taken their muskets and ran toward 
Lexington, the women of Pepperell got wind 
of a plan by Loyalists to bring a message 
from the British in Canada to the British 
in Boston, and they would pass through 
Pepperell.

Prudence Wright and Sarah Shattuck 
leaped into action, and into history. They 
organized about 40 women, to dress in 
their husbands’ or father’s clothes, pick up 
whatever firearm was handy or a pitch-
fork, and muster at Jewett’s Bridge – the 
road to Boston. Wright was voted Captain. 
Shattuck, Lieutenant. They heard horsemen 
approaching and stepped across the bridge. 
Halt! State your business!

Needless to say, the men were surprised. 
And then captured. The women captured 
the horsemen with papers in their boots. 
The women in wolves’ clothing delivered 
the captives and messages to the Committee 
of Safety in Groton. The two men and 
their associates were charged with “carrying 
treasonable dispatches from Canada to the 
British in Boston….and with being persons 
suspected of being inimical to the Rights 
and Liberties of the United Colonies.” They 
were acquitted but fled. Only one remained 
in America for the long term.

We continue to be Exceptional and so 
successful that countries like Canada and 
Europe, the Old World where the kings 
remain in place, tax us for any “income” 
we make in their socialist countries. Canada 

still has a King, for goodness sake. Spain, 
the Netherlands, Britain, Denmark, and 
Norway still have their royal families. We 
say: Europe has kings, queens and princess-
es. We do not.

Have you ever considered that the most 
imprisoned person can write the most elo-
quently about Freedom?  Thomas Jefferson 
was a captive of the slave-holding sys-
tem, but his first draft of the Declaration 
of Independence included language that 
denounced the slave trade, blaming England 
for imposing it on us.

Jefferson, due to plantation debt, could not 
extricate himself from generations of slav-
ery, just as Harvard cannot – even though 
it changes the name and symbol of its law 
school to divert attention from its benefac-
tor. Isaac Royall Jr., a wealthy slave owner, 
made a bequest to the school in 1781, 
funding a law professorship. This led to the 
creation of the law school [1817].  Royall 
owned a sugar plantation in Antigua in the 
Caribbean. No one has asked Harvard Law 
to close because it is illegitimate. They 
merely changed the name and put up a tiny 
plaque. 

As an example of how revolutionary we 
were, Major General John Peter Muhlenberg 
[born in 1746, died 1807], was a pastor 
in 1776. On Jan. 12, 1776, in an Anglican 
church in Virginia, he based his sermon on 
Ecclesiastes chapter 3: “To everything there 
is a season, and a time to every purpose 
under heaven, a time to be born, a time to 
die, a time to plant and a time to reap...”  

When he read the last verse, “a time of 
war and a time of peace,” he removed his 
clerical robe to reveal his colonel’s uniform. 
He said: “this is time of war.” The next day, 
he formed the Eighth Virginia Militia with 
300 men. 

The colonials put everything on the 
line, the Revolutionary line. Benjamin 
Franklin said to the Continental Congress, 
“Gentlemen, we must all hang together, or 
surely we will all hang separately.” When 
they gathered in a hot room in Philadelphia 
in 1776 and signed their names to the 
Declaration, they knew they had signed their 
death warrants if this revolution failed.

David McCullough, author of John 
Adams, famously said:  “Our forefathers 
and foremothers were not like us.” 

“They knew the cavalry wasn’t coming. 
They had to rely on themselves.” 

In America today, can we rely on our-
selves? I think we can. Do you?

Celebrating the 250th,

Bev Gudanowski
Uxbridge

The mystery of the empty front porch
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To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Friday price 6/19/26 was $3.95 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
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500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
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Letter submission 
policy
Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of verification 
in order to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the town in 
which they reside will be published. Letters 
submitted without all of the required infor-
mation will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to 
determine whether a submission satisfies 
our requirements and decency standards, 
and any submission may be rejected at any 
time for any reason he or she might deem 
appropriate.

Eastern 
student 

Collin Falconer 
of Whitinsville 

makes  
Dean’s List

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Eastern 
Connecticut State University recently 
released its Dean’s List for the spring 
2026 semester, recognizing 1,216 stu-
dents for maintaining high GPAs.

Among them is Collin Falconer of 
Whitinsville, a full-time senior majoring 
in communication.

To qualify for Dean’s List, full-time 
students must complete a minimum of 
12 credits in letter-graded courses with 
an average GPA of 3.5 or higher in the 
semester. Part-time students are eligible 
if they’ve accumulated 15 or more cred-
its of letter-graded coursework with an 
average GPA of 3.5 or higher.

Dean’s, President’s 
List students 

named for UA 
Spring 2026 Term
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. —  A total of 

14,306 students enrolled during Spring 
Semester 2026 at The University of 
Alabama were named to the  dean’s 
list  with an academic record of 3.5 (or 
above) or the president’s list with an aca-
demic record of 4.0 (all A’s).

Local students include:
Kole Wyndham of Northbridge – 

Dean’s List
Matthew DiLibero of Uxbridge – 

Dean’s List
The University of Alabama, part of 

The University of Alabama System, 
is the state’s flagship university. UA 
shapes a better world through its teach-
ing, research and service. With a global 
reputation for excellence, UA provides a 
forward-thinking environment and over 
200 degree programs on a beautiful, 
student-centered campus. A leader in 
cutting-edge research, UA advances dis-
covery, creative inquiry and knowledge 
through more than 30 research centers. 
As the state’s largest higher education 
institution, UA drives economic growth 
in Alabama and beyond.

Douglas resident 
inducted into 
Honor Society 
for First-Year 

Success
 
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire 

— Saint Anselm College student Sophia 
Bushika from Douglas, a Forensic 
Science Major in the class of 2029, has 
been accepted into Alpha Lambda Delta, 
a national honor society for first-year 
success, for the 2025-2026 academic year. 

 
To be eligible for invitation, students 

must be enrolled full-time at an institution 
with an active chapter of Alpha Lambda 
Delta and have a 3.5 grade point average 
or higher in their first semester or first 
year.

 
Alpha Lambda Delta was founded in 

1924 by Maria Leonard, the Dean of 
Women at the University of Illinois, to 
recognize academic excellence among 
freshman women.   One year prior, Dean 
Thomas Arkle Clark had founded Phi 
Eta Sigma, an honor society to recognize 
academic excellence among freshman 
men.  Both groups became coeducational 
in 1976 in response to Title IX.   Alpha 
Lambda Delta has grown to over 280 
chapters and has initiated over one million 
students.

Sutton Historical Society hosting 
 annual Bottle & Can Drive

SUTTON — The Sutton Historical Society will sponsor its annual returnable bottle and can drive from Saturday, July 4 through 
Sunday, July 12.  Simply drop your rinsed empty returnable bottles and cans in the trailer parked at the M. M. Sherman Blacksmith 
Shop, 6 Singletary Avenue.  This event is a significant fundraiser for the Society supporting our annual scholarship for a local grad-
uating senior as well as assisting with our operating costs.  

The Society is dedicated to preserving the history of Sutton.  Check us out at Sutton1704.org for membership information, our 
calendar of events, and much more.  Membership is open year-round, and members do not have to reside in Sutton.

CHARLTON — Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School proudly celebrat-
ed the graduation of 59 stu-
dents from its Career Technical 
Initiative (CTI) program last 
evening, marking a significant 
milestone in the program’s 
continued growth and impact.

The CTI program, launched 
in 2024, provides adult learn-
ers with access to high-qual-
ity, hands-on technical train-
ing designed to meet region-
al workforce demands. Last 
night’s graduates represent a 
diverse group of individuals 
who demonstrated dedication, 
perseverance, and a strong 
commitment to building new 
career pathways. Many bal-
anced work, family, and per-
sonal responsibilities while 
completing rigorous 200-hour 
training programs that prepare 
them for immediate employ-

ment in high-demand indus-
tries.

“This graduating class rep-
resents the heart of what the 
CTI program is all about—
opportunity, access, and work-
force readiness,” said Marci 
Komssi, Program Coordinator. 
“We are incredibly proud of 
these 59 graduates and the 
determination they demon-
strated throughout the pro-
gram.”

The success of the CTI pro-
gram is made possible through 
continued state investment 
and workforce development 
partnerships. As part of the 
Commonwealth’s commit-
ment to economic recovery 
and growth, $24.2 million was 
awarded to 23 organizations 
throughout Massachusetts to 
train 2,490 individuals. These 
strategic investments, led by 
the Massachusetts Workforce 

Skills Cabinet, are designed 
to expand access to career 
pathway programs and better 
position residents to fill crit-
ical workforce needs across 
the state.

Building on this momen-
tum, Bay Path is expanding 
its program offerings to reach 
even more adult learners. For 
the first time, the school will 
offer a 200-hour Building 
Maintenance program in a 
five-week hybrid summer for-
mat, running from June 29 
through July 31. This program 
is offered in partnership with 
MassHire, with applications 
opening this week.

Looking ahead to Fall 2026, 
Bay Path will offer nine CTI 
programs, further increas-
ing access to career training 
opportunities. These programs 
include:

Building Maintenance

HVAC
Culinary
Manufacturing
Auto Collision
Auto Technology
Diesel Mechanic
Welding
Electrical
Since its inception, the CTI 

program has continued to 
expand in both enrollment and 
program diversity, attracting 
students from local commu-
nities as well as across the 
region. The program remains 
a critical component of Bay 
Path’s efforts to support work-
force development and pro-
vide meaningful career path-
ways for adult learners.

For more information about 
the CTI program or to apply 
for upcoming opportunities, 
please contact Marci Komssi 
at mkomssi@baypath.net.

REGION —  As the 
Bartlett High School 
Class of 1986 pre-
pares to celebrate its 
40th reunion on Sept. 
26, organizers are ask-
ing the community for 
assistance in locating 
classmates who have 
not yet been reached 
through social media or 
via text.

To make the process 
simple, the reunion 
committee has created 
a short contact-informa-
tion form and is encour-
aging residents, friends, 
and former classmates 
to help spread the word. 
If you know someone 
on the “missing class-
mates” list, organizers 
ask that you text them 
the link to the form so 
they can update their 

information.
Contact Info Form: 

https://t inyurl.com/
BHS1986-40Years

If it’s easier, you 
may also complete the 
form on a classmate’s 
behalf—so long as you 
have their current con-
tact details. Organizers 
emphasize that any help 
tracking them down is 
truly appreciated, as 
personal connections 
often succeed where 
digital outreach falls 
short.

A list of classmates 
the committee is hop-
ing to locate appears 
below. With the com-
munity’s support, they 
hope every member of 
the Class of ’86 will 
have the opportunity to 
join this milestone cel-

ebration.

Peter Allain
Beth Antonopoulos
Marie Aperges
Andrew Baca
Austin Bailey
David Beardsley
Frank Belanger
Carolyn Bembenek
Richard Bernier
Sheila Bialoncik
Beth Bialy
Jason Borski
Doreen Bourget
Eric Brisbois
Kathleen Brown
Paul Browning
Paul Bugan
Cindy Bullens
Sandra Butt
Mont Canterbury
Stephen Carlson
Daniel Chapdelaine
Kelly Cobb
Ken Cournoyer

Timothy Decker
Tammy Deschenes
Aaron Dorcas
Daniel Doyle
Dorothy DusoSelina 

Fife
James Gardner
Jeffrey Gatto
Tina Giakoumis
Alicia Goudreau
Richard Guerin
Robert Hamm
Scott Horanzy
Jane Houle
Todd Hufault
Joseph Hughes
Melissa Jankowski
Thor Johnson
Nena Johnston
Lisa Kozlowski
Robert Krasnecky
Jill Krause
Michael Kryger
Rick Lawson
Deborah Leite
Linda Lifer

Patricia Majewski
Renee Marchand
Jennifer Marsh
Jennifer Mason
John Meagher
Fumiyo Mochizuki
Deborah Munsch
Brett Napierata
Wayne Parmentier
Brian Poplawski
Gary Poplawski
Edward Powers
William Radcliffe
James Remy
Debra Ross
Collin Salmon
Dale Schleis
Theresa Sergel
Henry Skiba
Alan Standrowicz
Jeffrey Surozenski
Karen Toukonen
Joseph Veronick
Douglas Waldron
Robert Wheeler
Edward Zdrok

Bay Path celebrates 59 CTI graduates,
 expands workforce training programs

BHS Class of 1986 seeks community’s help locating classmates for 40th reunion



REGION —  Camp Invention®, a 
nationally recognized, nonprofit summer 
enrichment program, is coming to the 
following locations.

Auburn: Auburn Middle School the 
week of July 6 - July 10.

Uxbridge: Our Lady of the Valley 
Regional School the week of June 22 - 
June 26.

Regional program sponsors include 
Johnson Controls Foundation and 
Overdeck Family Foundation.

A program of the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame®  in partnership with the 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, Camp Invention challenges 
children in grades K-6 to tap into their 
natural curiosity and use their creativ-
ity to solve problems. Through hands-
on activities, Camp Invention promotes 
STEM learning; builds confidence, lead-
ership, perseverance and resourceful-
ness; and encourages entrepreneurship � 
all in a fun and engaging environment. 
Each year, the program features new cur-
ricula inspired by some of our nation’s most 
world-changing inventors � the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame Inductees. This 
year’s Spark program encourages children 
to be confident in their ideas and explore 
their innovativeness through hands-on 
activities including:

Space Morphers™: Kids build a DIY 
rocket and launch an epic mission to 
transform a new planet’s atmosphere, ter-

rain and ecosystem. After a high-energy 
Rover Race to collect samples and data, 
they grow dazzling crystal trees and hatch 
a mysterious animal egg in a Space Lab.

Make Waves™: Campers ride the 
waves of entrepreneurship and invention! 
Inspired by a surfer’s journey, they create 
prototypes, pitch their innovative products 
to hook investors and build a billboard 
boat to set sail and “make waves” in the 
market.

Fur-ensics™: Kids sharpen their animal 
detective skills with Cap E. Bara and a 
fleet of robotic capybaras. They inves-
tigate a trail of footprints, collect bits of 
fluffy fur and examine suspicious splatters 
before forensically analyzing evidence 
that has a surprising twist.

The Infringers™: Campers use their 
invention superpowers to solve challenges 
in their community and around the world. 
They miniaturize top-secret innovations, 

safeguard their designs using cryptogra-
phy and protect their intellectual property 
from the Infringers.

“I love that this camp lets my kids step 
out of the usual roles that they have at 

home and in school, and explore different 
parts of themselves,” said the parent of 
2025 Camp Invention campers. “At camp 
my son learns to be more creative and my 
daughter learns to be more independent.”

All local Camp Invention programs are 
facilitated and taught by qualified edu-
cators who reside and teach in the com-
munity. Camp Invention serves 147,000 
students every year and partners with 
more than 2,600 schools and districts 
across the nation. For more informa-
tion or to register, visit  invent.org/camp. 
 
About Camp Invention 
Camp Invention is the only nationally 
recognized summer program focused on 
creativity, innovation, real-world problem 
solving and the spirit of invention. Through 
hands-on programming, Camp Invention 
encourages children entering kindergarten 
through sixth grade to explore science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
curricula inspired by some of the world’s 
greatest inventors. Since 1990, our edu-
cation programs have served more than 
3.3 million children, and 297,000 teachers 
and Leadership Interns. Regional program 
sponsors include the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office.
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Trendiva is a bright, kind, and curi-
ous young girl with a warm and engag-
ing personality. She enjoys learning, 
sharing her thoughts with others, and 
exploring the world around her. Tren-
divamakes connections easily when 
she feels comfortable and supported, 
and she takes pride in her accomplish-
ments. She is thoughtful, creative, and 
self-aware, showing maturity as she 
works on positive habits and personal 
growth. Her resilience, kindness, and 
eagerness to try new things make her a 
joy to be around. Trendiva is a creative 
learner who especially enjoys math and 
reading. She loves hands-on activities 
and projects, such as planting a chia 
seed fairy garden, and enjoys opportu-
nities to express her creativity. She also 
takes pride in helping around the home 

and demonstrates responsibility in her daily routines. Trendiva responds 
well to encouragement, consistency, and structure, and she thrives when 
given opportunities to learn, create, and connect with others. With contin-
ued support and guidance, Trendiva will continue to grow and shine. She 
would benefit from a nurturing and encouraging family that can support her 
academic interests, creativity, and social development while helping her 
build confidence and explore new experiences. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/50901156408 
 

Can I Adopt?             
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.            

Trendiva 
Age 9 

Registration #9437 

Jayco Jay Feather 
2010 Eagle

 Super Lite (Trail) 
EX-Port 17

 Camper for sale.  
Great Condition 

$5,500 or BO.
 (413) 245-9461

Brookfield Water Department 
6 Central St. 

Brookfield MA. 01506 

Water Superintendent/Primary Operator 
The Town of Brookfield is seeking a full time MA DEP Licensed Water 
Superintendent/Primary Operator dedicated to water system opera-
tions, with additional duties as directed and assigned. 
The Superintendent/Primary Operator will work under the direct su-
pervision and authority of the Brookfield Water Commissioner. This 
position is responsible for all aspects of supervision, planning, ad-
ministration, operations-maintenance and customer service of the 
Brookfield Public Water Department, D1/T1 system. 
In accordance with MA DEP regulations, the Superintendent/Primary 
Operator must be available to the system within one hour travel time. 
For more information and a copy of the Position Description, please 
contact the Brookfield Water Department at 508-867-2930 X17 or via 
email: hchisholm@brookfieldma.us

Quality Work... Always

Master CraftsMan
Certainteed
Vinyl siding

Mark Vaz 774-244-6781

or

HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY

Carpentry

To advertise in this directory the 2nd and 4th weeks 
of the month, please call Mikaela at 774-200-7308

or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
It’s the best deal in the house!

WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond 
Community College Campus Police 
Sergeant Daniel Litchfield has upheld the 
college’s commitment to excellence in 
training by recently completing the FBI-
Law Enforcement Executive Development 
Association (FBI-LEEDA) Trilogy series.

“FBI-LEEDA offers some of the top 
training in the country. This ensures that 
we are consistent, make the best possible 
decisions in the field and set the example 
for new officers,” QCC Chief of Police 
Stephen DiGiovanni said. “Sergeant 
Litchfield has shown great leadership and 
effort in his 20 years at QCC.”

The Trilogy series is comprised of 
three trainings, the Supervisor Leadership 
Institute, the Command Leadership 
Institute and the Executive Leadership 

Institute. Topics include accountability, 
organizational effectiveness and implicit 
bias awareness.

“Completing the FBI-LEEDA Trilogy 
is more than earning a certificate; it’s 
a commitment to leadership, service, 
and the continual pursuit of excellence,” 
Litchfield said.

Litchfield is the third officer at QCC 
to complete the Trilogy series, after 
DiGiovanni and Deputy Chief of Police 
Operations Mike Vigeant. All of QCC’s 
patrol sergeants have completed the 
Supervisor Leadership Institute.

FBI-LEEDA is a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides leadership training and 
education for law enforcement profes-
sionals. 

Camp Invention’s fun, action-packed summer 
STEM program coming to area

Courtesy

In Camp Invention’s Make Waves experience, children ride the waves of entrepreneurship and 
invention by creating prototypes, pitching their products and building a billboard boat.

QCC sergeant completes FBI 
LEEDA leadership training

Courtesy

 Sgt. Daniel Litchfield (left) with Chief of Police Stephen DiGiovanni.

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



W O R C E S T E R 
—  Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation 
has awarded $1,140,000 in 
Facing Change: Sustainable 
Pathways grants to 15 com-
munity-based organizations 
in Worcester and surround-
ing areas, providing multi-
year support to strengthen 
operational infrastructure, 
build long-term sustain-
ability and position orga-
nizations to meet growing 
demand.

The three-year grants, 
ranging from $35,000 to 
$120,000, are tailored to 
each organization’s annual 
budget and stage of devel-
opment. Most of the grant-
ees are founder-led and 
volunteer-driven, and many 
have experienced rapid 
growth in recent years. 
These investments will help 
organizations align their 
internal capacity with that 
momentum, often by hiring 
staff, improving systems 
and developing diversified 
funding strategies.

“Facing Change: 
Sustainable Pathways is 
about meeting organiza-
tions at a pivotal moment,” 
said Pete Dunn, President & 
CEO of Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation. 
“These groups are doing 
vital work in our communi-
ty, and many have outgrown 
their current infrastructure. 
This support gives them the 
tools and time to build a 
stronger foundation so they 
can sustain and expand 
their impact at a time of 
significant funding uncer-
tainty.”

In addition to financial 
support, grantees will par-
ticipate in a cohort experi-
ence offering peer learning, 
mentorship and opportu-
nities to share best prac-
tices. The cohort model is 
designed to reduce isolation 
often experienced by small, 
founder-led organizations 
and to foster collaboration 
across the region.

Grantees are advancing 
a wide range of commu-
nity-rooted work across 
Worcester and the region. 
For example,  Project New 
Hope will receive $100,000 
to support its work with 
veterans and their fami-
lies;  Community Health 
Awareness Network Grows 
Equity (CHANGE)  will 
receive $90,000 to sup-
port its work with African 
immigrant communities; 
and  Adaptive Recovery 
Teaching Incorporated 
(A.R.T. Inc.)  will receive 
$60,000 to support individ-
uals and families affected 
by substance use, mental 
health challenges and trau-
ma.

“This investment will 
help us stabilize our 
operations and strength-
en our infrastructure to 
meet demand,” said Lovo 
Koliego, President & 
Founder of CHANGE. 
“Through the Facing 
Change: Sustainable 
Pathways program, we 
hope to develop a diversi-
fied funding roadmap and 
vetted governance struc-
ture, ensuring CHANGE 
remains a resilient pillar of 
health equity in Worcester.”

A full list of grantees is 
available below.

The Sustainable 
Pathways grants are part 
of the Foundation’s Facing 
Change initiative, a $3 mil-
lion investment announced 
last year in response to 
growing financial pressures 
and shifting federal prior-
ities impacting Worcester 
County’s nonprofit sector.

The $3 million com-
mitment includes $2.5 
million from the City of 
Worcester and $500,000 in 
additional support from the 
Foundation’s Community 
Leadership Fund and other 
sources. These supple-
mental resources enabled 
three nonprofits outside 
Worcester to receive fund-
ing: Our Bright Future 
and The Wellstorm, Inc. 
in Southbridge and Centro 
Celeste in Fitchburg.

To learn more about the 
Facing Change initiative 
program, visit  greater-
worcester.org.

About Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation

Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation 
is central Massachusetts’ 
leading community foun-
dation, employing its 
expertise and resources to 
address the region’s most 
urgent needs. Since 1975, 
it has worked in partner-
ship with donors to build 
a $270 million endowment 
composed of more than 650 
named charitable funds and 
award over $186 million 
in grants that have helped 
transform communities and 
build a strong and vibrant 
region. For more informa-
tion on the Foundation’s 
programs and how to give, 
please visit  www.greater-
worcester.org.

Full List of grantees
The Village — $120,000 

– Founded in 2020, The 
Village is an Afrocentric cul-
tural center in Worcester’s 
Main South neighborhood 
advancing racial and social 
justice through learning, 
creativity, community and 
healing.

Love Your Labels  — 

$120,000 – Founded in 
2018, Love Your Labels 
fosters social connection 
and identity development 
for LGBTQIA+ youth 
and community through 
programs like Threads, a 
multi-month sewing and 
fashion design initiative for 
youth.

Project New Hope  — 
$100,000 – Founded in 
2010, Project New Hope 
is a military-affiliated 
resource hub that connects 
Veterans, service members 
and their families to well-
ness resources.

UHAI for Health  — 
$90,000 – Founded in 
2010, UHAI for Health 
serves African immigrants 
and refugees with culturally 
and linguistically appropri-
ate prevention, interven-
tion, education, advocacy 
and support services.

Community Health 
Awareness Network Grows 
Equity (CHANGE)  — 
$90,000 – Founded in 
2018, CHANGE supports 
African immigrant commu-
nities in Greater Worcester 
by addressing complex 
integration challenges and 
empowering individuals 
to navigate the healthcare 
system.

508 C.H.E.E.R.S.  — 
$80,000 – Founded in 
2022, 508 C.H.E.E.R.S. is 
a youth-led Worcester orga-
nization providing leader-
ship workshops, advocacy 
training, community ser-
vice initiatives and civic 
engagement opportunities.

Refugees and Immigrants 
Cultural Empowerment 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
(RICEMA)  — $80,000 – 
Founded in 2023, RICEMA 
is a performance arts and 
education organization that 
builds community and pre-
serves culture among immi-
grants and refugees through 
cultural arts and learning.

Her Way Home  — 
$80,000 – Founded in 2025, 
Her Way Home is a survi-
vor-led Worcester nonprofit 
supporting women healing 
from the violence of the 
sex trade, homelessness 
and substance use disorder.

Adaptive Recovery 
Teaching Incorporated 
(A.R.T. Inc.)  — $60,000 
– Founded in 2020, A.R.T. 
Inc. is a Worcester-based 
grassroots nonprofit sup-
porting individuals and 
families affected by sub-
stance use, mental health 
challenges and trauma 
through creative, peer-cen-
tered programming.

Guardians of Tradition — 
$60,000 – Founded in 2019, 
Guardians of Tradition is a 
nonprofit dedicated to pre-
serving cultural heritage 

and empowering under-
represented communities 
through arts, education and 
inclusive programming.

El Salón  — $60,000 – 
Founded in 2019, El Salón 
is a nonprofit artist collec-
tive creating inclusive spac-
es that empower BIPOC 
artists to share skills, build 
community and create 
opportunities.

Casita Cultural Latina — 
$60,000 – Founded in 
2021, Casita Cultural 
Latina is a collective that 
hosts cultural and creative 

activities in inclusive, inter-
generational spaces while 
elevating issues affecting 
Latino communities.

Our Bright Future  — 
$60,000 – Founded in 2016, 
Our Bright Future empow-
ers youth through STEAM-
based programming that 
builds skills, resilience and 
leadership through hands-
on learning opportunities.

The Wellstorm, Inc.  — 
$45,000 – Founded in 
2021, The Wellstorm pro-
vides community-rooted 
support across Worcester 

County by increasing 
access to essential resourc-
es while centering dignity, 
equity and lived experience 
leadership.

Centro Celeste  — 
$35,000 – Founded in 
2021, Centro Celeste is a 
Fitchburg-based grassroots 
nonprofit serving Latino 
families by fostering cul-
tural connection, inclusion 
and access to community 
resources across Worcester 
County.

  WORCESTER 
—  Quinsigamond 
Community College is call-
ing on regional employers to 
partner in its Cybersecurity 
Apprenticeship Degree 
Program, a workforce-driv-
en initiative designed 
to address the growing 
demand for skilled cyber-
security professionals. 
In addition to classroom 
instruction, QCC also han-
dles most administrative 
responsibilities, making it 
easy for employers to par-
ticipate.

The program combines 
paid, on-the-job training 
with college-level course-
work, enabling participants 
to earn a degree while 
gaining practical expe-
rience, without disrupt-
ing daily work schedules.  
Through MassEducate and 
MassReconnect, many par-
ticipants qualify for a free 
degree, significantly reduc-
ing or eliminating educa-
tion costs for employers 

supporting their workforce.
Designed for both 

incumbent employees 
seeking to upskill and new 
hires entering entry-level 
roles, the program offers 

employers a flexible and 
cost-effective approach to 
workforce development.

“What sets QCC’s 
C y b e r s e c u r i t y 
Apprenticeship apart is its 

adaptability,” said Project 
Manager of Apprenticeship 
Degree Initiatives Krista 
Piazza. “Many participants 
bring prior education, cer-
tifications or professional 

experience. Through prior 
learning assessment and 
competency alignment, we 
can often accelerate their 
path to graduation without 
compromising academic 

standards.”
This tailored approach 

delivers measurable bene-
fits for employers, includ-
ing faster time to fully 
credential cybersecurity 
professionals, reduced 
onboarding and training 
gaps and debt-free or low-
cost degree pathways for 
employees.

“This talent strategy 
results in a stronger, more 
loyal workforce pipeline 
developed in direct align-
ment with organizational 
needs,” Piazza said.

QCC collaborates close-
ly with employer partners, 
while managing program 
coordination, academic 
instruction and apprentice 
support, allowing employ-
ers to focus on mentoring 
and integrating apprentices 
into their operations.

Employers can obtain 
more information by con-
tacting Krista Piazza at kpi-
azza@qcc.mass.edu.
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260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS  
Thursdays-  Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 • Fridays-  Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

Lobster Feast- 8/2 12:30 • 8/14 12:30
Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers  • Cauldron Clam Fritters

In the Barn: Starter  • Fresh Damariscotta Steamers  
• Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits

What You’re Really Here For…Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobster , 
Howe’s Farm Corn on the Cob •Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

QCC invites employers to partner on 
Cybersecurity Apprenticeship degree program

Courtesy

QCC’s Cybersecurity Apprenticeship Degree Program helps employers reduce onboarding and training gaps.

Greater Worcester Community Foundation awards 
$1.14 million to strengthen local grassroots nonprofits



36 South Main St.
508-278-8622	

Lisa Bernard – Director
Gail Boutiette – Outreach Coordinator 
Donna Oncay – Transportation 

Coordinator
Omer Boucher – Van Driver
Sally Selvidge – Activities Coordinator
Pat Ordway – Chef

DIRECTOR NEWS
Our Shuttle Service is officially three 

years old this month!
This community shuttle takes older 

adults and individuals with disabilities 
to destinations such as the post office, 
pet care appointments, hair salon or 
barber, the bank, the pharmacy, and 
shopping anywhere in the Uxbridge and 
Northbridge area. The shuttle runs every 
Wednesday from 9am-3pm, requests 
require a 48-hour notice. For more infor-
mation and to book your rides, please 
call the senior center. 

For medical appointment transporta-
tion, please call Donna to book your 
ride. This service is available Monday 
through Friday and is on a first come 
first serve basis.

The Uxbridge Police Association will 
be sponsoring our July 4th picnic cele-
bration on Friday, July 10th at 12 noon 
at the senior center. Come for a free lun-
cheon, which will include hotdogs, ham-
burgers, salads, and a special ice cream 
dessert. Please RSVP as space is limited!  
Nancy Marshall will be here to sing 
patriotic songs with us!   We thank Chief 
Montminy and the Uxbridge Police for 
this annual event for our seniors!!!

Feeling depressed, lonely, anxious, or 
troubled, the Massachusetts Behavioral 
Health Help Line is here to help, call 
1-833-773-2445: You will talk with a 
trained staff member who will assist you 
in accessing the treatment or support that 
meets your individual needs. It is free of 
charge and confidential.

Standards of Independence for Senior 
Center Participation & Attendance

Just a reminder that the Senior Center 
has protocols regarding those that can 
participate & attend our programs. 
Participants need to be physically inde-
pendent and require no care or assistance 
to attend programs, be respectful to oth-
ers, and be responsible for their own per-
sonal health and well-being. For a copy 
of the complete list, please stop by the 
senior center desk. We may request that 
some participants bring a companion to 
assist them during their attendance. We 
appreciate your understanding.

Have a safe and happy 4th of July!
Lisa

Thursday, July 2nd & Friday, July 
3rd – The Senior Center will be closed 
in observance of Independence Day.  
We will re-open on Monday, July 6th at 
8:00 am.  

Monday, July 6th – 3:00 pm – 4:00 
pm - Computer Tutoring with students 
from Blackstone Valley Tech. Please 
call ahead to book an appointment. This 
will be held on the first Monday of each 
month.  

Starting Tuesday, July 7th – Mah Jongg 
is now scheduled a scheduled event here 
at the Uxbridge Senior Center.  Thanks 
to Gail Epstein for teaching us!  

Thursday, July 9th - 10:30 am – 
Veterans’ Services with Carl Bradshaw 
by appointment only.  Call 508-278-
8622 to sign up.

Friday, July 10th – 12:00 pm – 

Lunch & Learn with Chief Montminy 
& Uxbridge Police Association Annual 
Cookout! Come join the UPD for lunch!  
We will be serving hamburgers, hotdogs 
and all the fixings!  We thank the UPD 
for sponsoring this annual event.  Nancy 
Marshall will be here to sing patriotic 
songs with us!  There is typically a wait 
list for these events.  Be sure to RSVP.   

Monday, July 13th – 11:00 am – 1:00 
pm – Pout Pond Outing. Join us at Pout 
Pond for lunch!  If inclement weath-
er, we will have lunch at the senior 
center.   Drew Carey will be entertain-
ing us!  Please call ahead to RSVP.  
Transportation is available and you are 
more than welcome to meet up there.  
Bring comfortable seats.  

Tuesday, July 14th – 9 am – SHINE 
Appointments.   Pat Nectow will be 
available for your health insurance ques-
tions.  Call to book an appointment.  

Tuesday, July 14th – 1:00 pm – 
Uxbridge Library Book Club. They will 
be discussing “The Martha’s Vineyard 
Book Club” by Martha Hall Kelly.  You 
are welcome to join us for lunch on this 
day, just be sure to call ahead to “book” 
yours!  Next book club meeting is on 
Tuesday, August 11th.

Tuesday, July 14th - 1:00 pm – Benefit 
Enrollment Specialist – Tri-Valley, 
Inc.  Call the senior center to book an 
appointment.  Next date will be Tuesday, 
August 11th.  

Thursday, July 16th – 1:30 pm – 3:30 
pm – Big BINGO at the Uxbridge Senior 
Center. Join us for a fun afternoon of 
BINGO & cash prizes!   Packets of 10 
games for $10.   Transportation will be 
provided.  Let us know if you’d like to 
join us for lunch on this date by calling 
or stopping by to RSVP.  You must sign 
up by 12 noon the day before game day. 

Friday, July 17th – 12:00 pm – Lunch 
& Learn to discuss the Master Plan 
Survey for Uxbridge – a long-range 
strategic roadmap to outline the town’s 
future framework.  CMRPC will present 
along with members of the Planning 
Board.  Please RSVP.

Monday, July 20th – 1:30 pm – “Ask 
the Attorney” with Attorney Ralph 
Tepper by appointment only.  Please call 
508-278-8622 to schedule your appoint-
ment.  

Thursday, July 23rd – 11:30 am - 
Empire Buffet Trip – Come join us for 
lunch at the Empire Buffet located in 
Woonsocket, RI.  You can either ride on 
the van or meet us there.  Cost is $17 
per person which includes meal, soda or 
tea & gratuity.  You must pay when you 
signup. 

Friday, July 24th – The Beer Can 
Museum – The evolution of an American 
Icon (the Beer Can). Kevin Logan will 
be here to talk about the infamous Beer 
Can Museum.  Please RSVP.  

Monday, July 27th – 1:30 pm – Bemis 
Farms Milhouse Pitcher Craft – Join 
us in making a craft with Bemis Farms 
Nursery.  Class size is limited, and cost 
will be $20.00 per person which is pay-
able upon signup.  Re-fill date for the 
flowers will be on August 10, 2026. 

Tuesday, July 28th - 11:00 am – 12:00 
pm – Ask the Nurse Free Blood Pressure 
Clinic with the Salmon Health VNA.  
RSVP if you’d like to join us for lunch.

Wednesday, July 29th - 11:30 am - 
12:30 pm – “PopUp Library”.  Books 
will be on display to check out, library 
card sign-ups, book hold pick-ups, etc. 
This program is being offered by the 
Uxbridge Free Public Library.

Thursday, July 30th – 1:30 pm – Free 
Afternoon Movie at the Senior Center!  
We will be watching Frankie Avalon 
& Annette Funicello’s “Beach Party“.  
Refreshments to be served and transpor-
tation is available. 

Friday, July 31st - 12 noon – July 
Birthday Cake Celebration.  We will 
celebrate all the July birthdays! Heather 
Deary will be back to entertain us during 
lunch!  

Card Game played during lunch on 
Mondays. No game July 13th.   

Walk & Talk Every Monday @ 9:00 
am. Join Doreen Cedrone, our wellness 
coordinator, to walk the Town Loop 
every Monday morning.  Weather per-
mitting.  Pre-registration required!  Get 
enrollment forms at the center.  Meet at 
the McCloskey School.

Hannaford grocery shopping every 
Tuesday. Pick up begins at 8:30 AM. 
Please sign up in advance by calling 
508-278-8622 to reserve your seat on 
the van. 

Knitting Club every Tuesday @ 1:30 
pm – Even if you don’t know how to 
knit or crochet, come and visit us!  The 
group members are always willing to 
teach you!  

Mah Jongg every Tuesday @ 1:30 pm 
- Thanks to Gail Epstein for teaching us!  

Every Wednesday – 9 am – 3 pm – The 
Uxbridge Senior Center Transportation 
Program Community Shuttle. This shut-
tle is for seniors and individuals with 
disabilities to destinations such as post 
office, pet care appointments, hair salon 
or barber, bank, pharmacy & shopping 
anywhere in the Uxbridge/Northbridge 
area.  Call 508-278-8622 for more infor-
mation and to book your FREE ride.  
Requests require a 48-hour notice.   NO 
SHUTTLE JULY 22ND  

Every Wednesday– BINGO is played 
during lunch! No Game July 8th.

 
Wednesdays - “Canasta” Hand, Knee 

& Foot Card Game @ 1:15 PM.  Let us 
know if you’d like to join us for lunch! 

Wednesdays – Play Scrabble! – 1:15 
PM – Come by for an afternoon playing 
Scrabble.  Boards are supplied by the 
senior center. Let us know if you’d like 
to join us for lunch! 

Medical Transportation is accepting 
appointments.  Call 508-278-8622 to 
schedule your rides.

Feel free to contact us at 508-278-
8622 or visit us on our web page at 
Uxbridge-ma.gov/coa or like us on our 
FB page or by googling Uxbridge Senior 
Center and our new YouTube Channel or 
even dropping by. 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
UxbridgeMASeniorCenter

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCNh_RIq99rucmFH-UO7VFBw

https://www.uxbridgetv.org/sched-
ule/192

Uxbridge Senior Center
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Plummer Place
Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

The following events will take place at 
Plummer Place, Home of the Northbridge 
Senior Center.  We are located at 20 Highland 
Street in Whitinsville.   Telephone:   (508) 
234-2002.  Northbridge residents have prior-
ity for all programming and events.   Please 
call the main office to sign up for special 
events and programs, so we can plan accord-
ingly.   All July programs will be open for 
registration starting Wednesday, July 1.   

Medical Drivers
We are in need of medical drivers for out-

of-town  medical  appointments.   This is a 
very important service that we provide for 
seniors who cannot drive themselves to 
their medical appointments.  If you are inter-
ested  and  can spare any time, it would be 
most appreciated.   Drivers  are reimbursed 
for their mileage.   For more information, 
please call the main office.

Regular Programs:
Meditation with Kelly
Every Thursday morning at 9:30am
Book Club:
3rd Wednesday at 10:30am
July 15th:    Summer on Sag  Harbor  by 

Sunny Hostin
Please call Kelly for more information.
Brew Crew: 
No Meetings in July and August
Scrabble:
First and Third Mondays at 9:30am
June 29th
Women’s Collective:
2nd Thursday at 10:00am
July 9th ~ Guest Speakers:  Heather Carr 

Reiter and Abbie Jackman Tallent from Carr 
Funeral Home

August 13th ~ No meeting
Please call Amy for more information.
Writing Your Way
2nd and 4th Thursdays at 2:00pm
Please call Lori for more information.

Highlights of Boston Red Sox History
Thursday, July 9th
1:30pm-2:30pm
This program will showcase  the  team’s 

colorful seasons  of  success (and also 
some of  the years of  frustration) and focus 
on star players that were fan favorites, 
such as Ted Williams, Carl Yastrzemski, 
Carlton Fisk, Luis Tiant, Pedro Martinez, 
and David Ortis.  Light refreshments will be 
served.   Sign up in the main office.

Joe Fusco Jr. ~ Worcester County humor-
ist/stand-up poet

Tuesday, July 21st
1:30pm-2:30pm
Joe is the author of six books of 

semi-amusing poems and essays: “Here 
We Go Again (2026), “Random Thoughts 
from a Curmudgeon “(2023), “Pondering the 
Pandemic during The Rust Years” (2021); 
“Hmm…That’s Different” (2020); “Three 
Score” (2014); and “The Lost and Found 
Essays” (2012), all available at local book-
stores and Amazon. Joe’s musings have 
appeared in Damfino Press, Ballard Street 
Poetry, Worcester Review, Asinine Poetry, 
Soul Lit, and the e-zine Clean Sheets. He 
was a co-winner of the Jacob Knight Poetry 
Award in 2002 and was named Best Poet 
by Worcester Magazine readers in 1999 and 
2002. Joe is a Humor Columnist for Worcester 
Magazine and the last Worcester Mega-Slam 
winner in 2017. He features at bookstores, 
libraries, clubs, and coffeehouses throughout 
Central Massachusetts and Belgium. He is 
the host of The Poetry Extravaganza at The 
Mill in West Boylston and The Richard Fox 
Poetry Series in Worcester.

Funny Programs About Funny Programs
Thursday, July 23rd
1:00pm-2:00pm
Award-winning author and pop culture 

historian Martin Gitlin will host this fun and 
enlightening presentation based on his book, 
“The Greatest Sitcoms of All Time!”   He 
will show funny video snippets from many 
shows, callenge patrons with sitcom trivia, 
discuss criteria he has used to rank 70 years 
of sitcoms and talk about how they have 
evolved.  This program is really entertaining 
so join in on the fun!   Sign up in the main 
office.

What is Alzheimer’s Dementia?
Come and learn the strategies to help cope 

with both symptoms and behaviors.
Tuesday, July 28th
1:30pm-2:30pm
We will explore what the term dementia 

means, look at changes in the brain, review 
how diagnoses are made, investigate possi-
ble symptoms, and share coping strategies.

Sign up in the main office.  
Presented by Salmon Health and 

Retirement
TRI-Valley Nutrition Presentation:  

“Healthy Eating on a Budget”
Wednesday, July, 29th 1:00pm-2:00pm
Rising gas prices,  along with increas-

ing food  and household costs,  are putting 
pressure on our everyday budgets—but eat-
ing well doesn’t have to be out of reach.

Join us to discover practical, money-smart 
shopping strategies that support both your 
health and your wallet.   Light refreshments 
will be served.   Sign up in the main office.

SOUTHBRIDGE —  Bay 
Path Continuing Education & 
the Southbridge Italian Club 
have teamed up to launch an 
exciting new bocce league on 
Tuesday nights throughout 
May and June.

Bocce is a game that all can 
enjoy—no special skills or tal-
ents are required! If you can 
roll a ball, you can play! These 
two community organizations 

are thrilled to bring this sport 
to a wider audience. Both Bay 
Path Continuing Education 
and the Southbridge Italian 
Club are dedicated to offering 
various events for people to 
engage, socialize, and have 
fun. This new league is a per-
fect fit. Here are the details:

Tuesdays: May 12 – June 
30 (eight weeks)

Teams of four to eight play-

ers
$240 per team
One game per week at either 

6 or 7 p.m.
Maximum of eight teams – 

don’t wait!
Only team captains need to 

register for their team.
A brief informational cap-

tain meeting will be held 
before the season starts.

Gather your friends (18 and 

older), form a team, and come 
join us for a fantastic time on 
the court!

Games will be held at:
Italian American Club 

20 North St., Southbridge
To register your team, 

call Bay Path Continuing 
Education at 508-248-5971, 
ext. 1715. Spots for teams are 
limited, so don’t hesitate—
call today!

New Bocce League 
open to community 

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



Kent G. Taft, 84, of Uxbridge, MA passed away at home on Friday, 
June 12, 2026 surrounded by his loving family. He was the husband 
of Patricia (Rondeau) Taft. On July 25 they would have celebrated 
their 62nd  wedding anniversary.

Kent was born January 16, 1942 in Worcester, MA. He grew up 
and attended schools in Millbury, MA. Kent was the son of the late 
Frank Howand and Sylvia (Swallow) Taft

He is survived by his four children, Kent Jr and spouse Michele of 
Shrewsbury; Michael and his spouse Melissa of Webster, Thomas of 

Uxbridge and Suzanne Sullivan and her spouse Michael of Uxbridge. He has one sur-
viving brother, Calvin of Ohio. He leaves 17 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren.

Kent worked many years at General Motors of Framingham; he drove truck for 
Valley Transportation and ending with many years as warehouse supervisor for Prime 

Materials of Uxbridge. He finally retired at the age of 80. Kent had many passions 
including fishing (especially when his grandchildren would dump the bait back into 
the lake saying ‘swim fishies swim”), he enjoyed camping with family and friends, 
waking everyone up early to get wood for the fire. His passion for baseball included 
coaching little league straight to high school ball. He then went on to form an adult 
softball league where many lifelong friendships were formed.

Calling hours will be held Thursday June 25, 2026 from 10:00am to 12:00 pm fol-
lowed by a funeral service at noon, at the BUMA Funeral Home, 101 N Main Street, 
Uxbridge.

A celebration lunch will be served after the service at the Grill 122 in Linwood.
Burial will be private.
In lieu of flowers donations in his name can be made to the Americal Cancer Society.

Kent G. Taft, 84
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSummerSummer

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

COLONNA 
ELECTRIC  

LLC
Lic.# A1-8844

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL, 

GENERATORS,
FIRE ALARM & 
EV CHARGERS

   Call 
(508)

234-4889

ELECTRICIAN GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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Painting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

SPRING 
PRESSURE WASHING

15% OFF if you respond
 before June 30th

Over 15 Years Experience
Local Owned, Operated and Insured

Call Today: 774-241-6399

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Obituaries

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@

stonebridgepress.news
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COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT 
Docket Number: 26 SM 001787 Date 
Filed: 6/1/2026 ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Brian M. Macdonald and Debra J. 
Macdonald and to all persons entitled 
to the benefit of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 
(et seq) Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee for 
Argent Securities Inc., Asset-Backed 
Pass-Through Certificates, Series 
2006-Ml claiming to have an interest 
in a Mortgage covering real property 
in Uxbridge, 410 High Street, given 
by Brian M. Macdonald and Debra 
J. Macdonald to Argent Mortgage 
Company, LLC, dated May 3, 2006, 
and recorded or filed in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 38927, Page 288, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 

may be entitled to the benefits of 
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before 7/13/2026 or you may lose 
the opportunity to challenge the fore-
closure on the ground of noncompli-
ance with the Act. Witness, Gordon H. 
Piper, Chief Justice of this Court on 
6/1/2026. Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, 
Recorder. 
June 26, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P1915EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate Of:
Michael Patrick Casey, Jr.
Date of Death:03/21/2026

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative  has been filed 
by Michael Patrick Casey, III of Bed-
ford, MA  requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Michael Patrick Casey, III of Bed-
ford, MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the estate in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
07/14/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-

line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: June 12, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
June 26, 2026

LEGALS

15th Place:  Dominic 
Quintino, Cyber Security.

MILLBURY
Bronze: Allison Garden, 

Career Pathways Showcase 
Engineering.

26th Place:  Jonathan 
Tremblay, Diesel 
Equipment Technology.

NORTHBRIDGE
5th Place:  Autumn 

Gromelski, Restaurant 
Service.

15th Place:  Tarek 

Bensellam, Cyber Security.

U P T O N 
State  Off icer 
Elect:  Madison Denise, 
also a National Voting 
Delegate.

UXBRIDGE
Bronze:  Gabrielle 

Gannon, Career Pathways 
Showcase Engineering.

 
About Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 
(BVT)

Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational 
Technical High School 

serves the towns of 
Bellingham, Blackstone, 
Douglas, Grafton, 
Hopedale, Mendon, 
Milford, Millbury, 
Millville, Northbridge, 
Sutton, Upton, and 
Uxbridge. Located in the 
heart of the Blackstone 
Valley, BVT creates a pos-
itive learning community 
that prepares students for 
personal and professional 
success in an internation-
ally competitive society 
through a fusion of rigor-
ous vocational, technical, 
and academic skills.

MEDALS
continued from page  A1

CHARLTON  — The 
New England Water Ski 
Collective (formerly known 
as the Webster Water Ski 
Collective) is proud to 
announce that it will host 
the  Massachusetts State 
Slalom Championships  on 
July 15 at  Buffumville 
Lake, located on the 
Oxford/Charlton town line.  
A competitors practice ses-
sion will take place on July 
14 for this event.  

This event marks the 
first time in many years 
that a Massachusetts State 
Slalom Championship 
tournament will be held in 
the Commonwealth. The 
New England Water Ski 
Collective is honored to 
bring this prestigious com-
petition back to Central 
Massachusetts, where 
it will showcase the best 
water skiers from across 
the state and surrounding 
regional area.

How Slalom works
Slalom skiing is one 

of the most popular and 
recognizable disciplines in 
water skiing. Performed on 
a  single ski, it is the skill 
that many beginners aspire 
to master — and what elite 
skiers make look effortless.

In competition, a slalom 
course is comprised of  six 
fixed buoys positioned 11.5 
meters (37.73 feet) to the 
left and right of the boat’s 
centerline. The centerline 
itself is marked by boat 
guide buoys spaced 2.1 
meters (6.89 feet) apart to 
ensure precise boat path 
alignment.

A successful pass 

requires the skier to:
Enter through the  start-

ing gates
Pass around the outside 

of all six buoys
Exit cleanly through 

the end gates
Only after clearing the 

exit gates is the pass con-
sidered complete.

Depending on a ski-
er’s category and ability 
level, rope length begins 
as long as 18.25 meters 
(60 feet) and can shorten 
to an incredibly challeng-
ing 9.75 meters (32 feet).  
After each successful pass, 
the rope is shortened — 
increasing the difficulty 
— while boat speeds can 
increase up to a maximum 
of 36 mph depending on 
division.

As rope lengths short-
en and speeds increase, the 
physical demands grow 
dramatically. Professional 
skiers are known to gen-
erate cross-course speeds 
between 60–75 mph across 
the wake as they accelerate 
from one buoy to the next.

Final scores are recorded 
based on boat speed, rope 
length, and the number of 
completed buoys. The skier 
who can complete the most 
buoys at the shortest rope 
length and highest speed 
earns the victory.

Competition will be con-
ducted under the standards 
of the  American Water 
Ski Association  (AWSA), 
whose official rules govern 
sanctioned tournament sla-
lom events .

Supporting conservation 

and accessibility
Tournament profits 

will be donated to sup-
port conservation efforts 
and improvements to the 
grounds at Buffumville 
Dam, maintained by 
the  United States Army 
Corps of Engineers.

In addition, the New 
England Water Ski 
Collective plans to install 
accessible beach mats at 
Buffumville Beach this 
summer to improve shore-
line access for individuals 
with mobility challenges 
— ensuring more members 
of the community can safe-
ly enjoy the lake.

Built on partnership and 
community

The Collective’s Slalom/
Competition Team has 
worked diligently to build 
partnerships with region-
al ski teams, individual 
competitors, and the Army 
Corps of Engineers to bring 
this championship event 
to life. The coordination 
of athletes, officials, vol-
unteers, and site logistics 
represents months of col-
laboration.

Led by director Joe 
Zmetra, the New England 
Water Ski Collective’s 
competition team is espe-
cially excited to see many 
of its own members com-
pete on home water as they 
pursue qualification for 
AWSA Eastern Regionals 
and Nationals.

Zmetra reflected on the 
athleticism required in the 
sport: “Slalom is as much 
about strength as it is about 

precision. The skier has to 
generate incredible power 
across the wake, maintain 
perfect form in and out of 
their cuts, and carry max-
imum velocity into each 
turn. At the buoy, you 
need the ability to stop on 
a dime, change direction 
instantly, and set up your 
next cut with total control. 
It’s a balance of explosive-
ness and technique — and 
when it all comes together, 
it’s an amazing thing to 
watch.”

All abilities – one pas-
sion

The championship rep-
resents more than just 
competition — it reflects 
the Collective’s mission 
of  “All Abilities – One 
Passion.”

“Our team is incred-
ibly excited to bring the 
Massachusetts State Slalom 
Championships back to 
Central Massachusetts,” 
said Leonardo Topa, 
President of the New 
England Water Ski 
Collective. “All three divi-
sions of our organization 
have worked together to 
make this event possible, 

while also supporting our 
other major initiatives this 
season — including our 
Learn to Ski programs and 
our traveling adaptive ski 
clinics. This tournament 
shows how our organi-
zation continues to grow 
while making sure every-
one has the opportunity to 
get out on the water and 
enjoy the sport we love.”

The New England Water 
Ski Collective is eagerly 
awaiting the warmer weath-
er as it prepares to begin a 
busy season that will see 
its members actively skiing 
and competing across the 
New England region.

About the New England 
Water Ski Collective

The New England Water 
Ski Collective is a regis-
tered  501(c)(3) nonprof-
it organization  devoted 
to making water skiing 
and water sports acces-
sible to all. Through its 
Adaptive, Competitive, 
and Recreational ski teams, 
the organization works to 
remove barriers to par-
ticipation and grow the 
sport throughout the New 
England region.

As a nonprofit, the 
Collective relies on the 
generosity of donors, 
community partners, and 
sponsors to help expand 
programming, host events, 
and provide opportunities 
for athletes of all abilities.

If you are interested in 
donating to support our 
Adaptive, Competitive, 
or Recreational ski 
teams, please contact our 
Sponsorship Coordinator, 
Juliet, at  Juliet@
NewEnglandWaterSki.org

By supporting the 
New England Water Ski 
Collective, you are helping 
ensure that more individu-
als — regardless of age or 
ability — have the chance 
to experience the thrill and 
community of water skiing.

For more information 
about the Massachusetts 
State  Slalom 
Championships or the 
New England Water Ski 
Collective, please contact 
New England Water Ski 
Collective at (774) 495-
0165 or comp@newen-
glandwaterski.org.

REGION — May marks 
the semi-official beginning 
to farmers market season, 
with many of the season-
al farmers’ markets in our 
region starting their regular 
schedules, with more start-
ing in June. Central Mass 
Grown is proud to sup-
port more than two dozen 
farmers markets across the 
Worcester County area.

Just in the city of 
Worcester, residents can 
choose from no less than six 
different markets, includ-
ing the markets run by the 
Regional Environmental 
Council, both the Beaver 
Brook Market (306 
Chandler St.) Friday morn-
ings starting June 12 and 
the University Park Market 
(965 Main St.) Saturday 
mornings starting June 
13, plus the Out To Lunch 
Market on the Worcester 
Common Oval behind City 
Hall every Wednesday 
from June 24 to Aug. 26. 
On Sundays, there’s both 
the Market on Exchange 
Street starting May 17th 
and the Brussels Street 
Market starting June 7. 
And on Thursdays, check 
out the Burncoat Center for 
Arts and Wellness at 78 
Burncoat St. for their new 
farmers market starting 
May 14th. Some of these 

markets feel like festivals, 
while others are farmers 
markets in the truest sense, 
focused on offering fresh 
food and agricultural prod-
ucts directly from local 
farms.

Throughout the region, 
there’s a market nearly 
every day of the week: for 
example, the

Sturbridge Farmers 
Market on Sunday, Holden 
on Tuesday, Grafton on 
Wednesday,

Westborough on 
Thursday, and Westminster 
on Friday. And so many, 
many more markets fea-
turing a wide variety of 
items you won’t find any-
where in supermarkets, 
including purple cauliflow-
er, celeriac, husk cherries, 
goat cheese, duck eggs, or 
alpaca wool socks!

Every farmers’ market is 
important to the farmers 
and other vendors that are 
there. 

According to Central 
Mass Grown Executive 
Director David Reed, 
“Farmers markets are a 
vital source of revenue for 
farmers, because every dol-
lar goes right back to them. 
And they are an important 
way for consumers to see 
where their food, flowers, 
wool, and soap all come 

from. If you usually shop 
in a big box store or online, 
you’ve never had a real 
chance to know anything 
about what you are buy-
ing.”

Most farmers markets 
in our region have one or 
more farms that participate 
in the Healthy Incentives 
Programs, a benefit con-
nected to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). SNAP 
recipients can use their 
EBT card to purchase fresh 
produce from participat-
ing farms and receive an 
immediate refund to their 
card, up to a monthly limit 
that is based on household 
size. The end result? Free 
farm-fresh fruits and veg-
etables, and the reward of 
knowing you supported 
your local farm!

So this summer season, 
visit a farmers’ market and 
take a second to say hi to 
your local

farmers. The farmers 
want to meet you. They 
want to say hi. Because 
farming is hard work, and 
they do it because they 
love it and they want you 
to love it, too.

Find out more about 
local farmers markets at 
centralmassgrown.org.

New England Water Ski Collective to 
host State Slalom Championships at 

Buffumville Lake

Central Mass. farmers’ 
market season starts now!

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

LET'S TALE REAL ESTATE INVESTING!!
WORCESTER
25 Almont Ave

Join Me at Coffee Hour
June 27 •11am to noon

21 Schoffield Ave., Dudley

*3 Bedtoom Each Unit
*Replacement Windows

*Hardwood Floors
*Unit Available for Owner Occupied

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

30 Knollwood Drive $875,000

CHARLTON - UNBELIEVABLE QUALITY & LOCATION
Come to Stoneybrook Gar-
dens II A premier location in 
Charlton offering individuali-
ty designed homes . A private 
setting with grounds offering 
numerous plantings, an un-
derground sprinkler system, 
unique Koi Pond with a water-
fall, a hot tub and deck, AND 
a grilling area with pergola 
and quiet retreat with nature. 
This custom built home has a 
kitchen designed for a gour-
met cook with an 09en floor 
plan for gathering and enter-
taining friends. A 24x24 Great 
Room on the first floor will be 
perfect for watching the Big  
Games. If you want to read a 
book or have space, the living 
room is the perfect getaway. 
A main bedroom with sitting 
area and a walk In closet will 
hold a wardrobe for royalty. 
Do you need additional space 
for a family member. Walk to 
the 3rd level which has another 
full bath, office, or guest area. 
Viewing this property requires 
a private showing to see all the 
amenities and details which 
this home offer, on three com-
pletely finished living levels

NEW TO MARKET

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely 
home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths,  2 
car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!                        $1,100,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 3 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 
MLS # 73534271 $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic 
Views across mid-section 
of Webster Lake! View the 
lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula 
providing 2 Shorelines. 
Fireplaced Living Room! 
2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! 
Central Air. Garage.                       

$ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront!!
On Indian Point # 10

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom 
MLS # 73500183  $499,000

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 

List Price: $ 615,000

Webster 
 4 Eastern Ave

Coming Soon! 1st Time Offered! Beautifully 
maintained, 1 Owner Raised Ranch. Lov-
ingly cared for, & 3-season porch, oversized 
living rm, 3 BRs, Primary BR w/full bath, 2 
car garage, Bonus: A Lower Level Walkout 
1 BR Apartment!
MLS# 73527028  Price: $569,900.

Webster - 3 Oakwood Dr

Meticulously maintained Colonial, 2,042 sf +/-, 4 
BRs, 2-1/2 baths, 2 car garage, conveniently located 
on a park-like one acre, picturesque views. Kitchen is 
a culinary enthusiast’s delight, elegant formal living/
dining rms offer a sophisticated ambiance enhanced 
by hardwood flrs, crown moldings & custom built-ins.
REALTOR MLS # 73523347 $$589,900

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   

Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an 
exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ 
featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for re-
laxation & convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS $1,050,000.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake Waterfront - 
31 Bayview!!Webster Lake Waterfront 

22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

Webster- 18 DiDonato Ave 
Featured New Listing! 

THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE-IN-
READY-RANCH!  Offers 980 SF+, 
2 BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished 
walk-out LL Family Room.  Situat-
ed on a 7,104 sf (0.16 Ac) level lot 
w/80’ road frontage, a fenced back-
yard, & 2 CAR GARAGE!  Conven-
iently located in East Village, just a 
short putt to shopping,restaurants 
& Webster Lake’s Memorial Beach! 
1st Time Offered  
MLS #7353410 5$333,000

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



DUDLEY —  Nichols College 
has received a six-figure grant from 
Affinity Group, Inc. to expand 
its on-campus Bloomberg Finance 
Lab. The grant will enable Nichols 
to purchase four new Bloomberg 
terminals, bringing the total num-
ber of terminals available to stu-
dents to 20. Nichols continues to 
be a national leader in the number 
of Bloomberg terminals per stu-
dent and the number of certifica-
tions achieved annually.

Nichols launched its Bloomberg 
Finance Lab in fall 2018 with 
12 terminals and expanded to 16 
terminals in 2020, with support 
from the Affinity Group. In its 
first semester of use, more than 
250 students earned Bloomberg 
Market Concepts (BMC) certifica-
tion, quickly elevating Nichols to 
Bloomberg Experiential Learning 
Partner status. The Bloomberg 
ELP group comprises institutions 
that incorporate Bloomberg ter-
minal usage into their curriculum 
and have at least 100 students who 
earn certification each year.

Since the Bloomberg Lab’s 
inception, more than 1,500 
Nichols students have achieved 
Bloomberg certification, including 
the BMC; the Bloomberg Finance 
Fundamentals Certification 
(BFF); and the Bloomberg 
Environmental, Social and 
Governance Certification (BESG). 

All first-year business students are 
required to complete the BMC 
certification-a notable professional 
advantage as they apply for intern-
ships and jobs.

The Bloomberg terminals are 
also vitally important to the success 
of the student-managed Thunder 
Fund, an experiential learning 
opportunity that enables students to 
manage a stock portfolio. Students 
enrolled in Thunder Fund I and 
Thunder Fund II courses serve as 
associate, junior or senior stock 
analysts, using Bloomberg finan-
cials, analyst reports, Bloomberg 
Intelligence and other platform 
features to prepare their own equi-
ty research reports and guide their 
financial decisions.

“We continue to be enormous-
ly grateful to Affinity Group for 
its investment in Nichols College 
and our students,” said Nichols 
President Bill Pieczynski. “The 
grant directly supports our insti-
tutional focus to provide a hands-
on, experiential education that 
prepares students for career suc-
cess. The Bloomberg Finance 
Lab, Bloomberg certifications 
and Thunder Fund offer our stu-
dents the practical experience that 
employers value most.”

There are currently more than 
350,000 Bloomberg terminal 
users worldwide, including stu-
dent users at the nation’s top busi-

ness colleges and universities. The 
Bloomberg network also includes 
financial professionals, corporate 
executives and government offi-
cials who rely on the platform 
for real-time analytics and finan-
cial news and to evaluate compa-
nies, monitor markets and make 
data-driven decisions.

Affinity Group, Inc. includes 
the Southbridge-based profession-
al cutlery manufacturer Dexter-
Russell. 

President and CEO Alan Peppel, 
an MBA graduate of Nichols, 
added, “As a leading employer 
in central Massachusetts, includ-
ing the Southbridge and Dudley 
communities, the Affinity Group 
and Dexter-Russell continue to 
view Nichols College as a worthy 
investment. Nichols alumni con-
tribute significantly to the growth 
and success of our communities, 
and we see the expansion of the 
Bloomberg Finance Lab as a 
means of ensuring that Nichols 
remains at the forefront of busi-
ness education.”

About Nichols
Nichols College has earned busi-

ness accreditation from the pres-
tigious Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB International), the lon-
gest serving global accrediting 
body for business schools and the 
largest business education network 

connecting learn-
ers, educators, and 
businesses world-
wide. Founded 
in 1815, Nichols 
College transforms 
today’s students 
into tomorrow’s 
leaders through a 
dynamic, career-fo-
cused business and 
professional educa-
tion. Nichols offers 
real-world learning 
focused on profes-
sional depth - com-
bined with vibrant 
living, competitive 
athletics, and an 
unmatched alumni 
advantage - equip-
ping students to 
exceed their own 
expectations.  www.
nichols.edu

12 • 															               Blackstone Valley TribuneFriday, June 26, 2026

774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Make 
Reservations 

for our 
Fathers’ 

Day Brunch

LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY WEEK!
6/19: RYAN HOOD
6/21: KEAGAN STANDRING
6/26: CHUCK CLOUGH
6/28: EVAN COUTURE

2025

2025

It’s a bold statement. But one that we proudly stand 
behind—because trust, quality and affordability 
come standard with every job. No gimmicks, no 
markups and no shortcuts. Just good, honest work. 

TOP-RATED, LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING 
CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

Financing available and major credit cards accepted.

  Call or text 774-452-2129, or visit APCROOFS.com. 

Nichols College, 
Anna Maria  

College announce  
partnership to  

support students’ 
degree completion
DUDLEY — Nichols College and Anna Maria College have 

announced a partnership to transition Anna Maria’s respected 
public safety and administration programs to Nichols, including 
its signature fire science program. The two institutions have 
finalized a proposal outlining the terms of the partnership, 
which will be submitted to the necessary higher education reg-
ulatory agencies, and expect formal approval of the plan soon.

“Nichols College is committed to enabling Anna Maria 
College students enrolled in its fire science and other vital pro-
grams to continue on a clear and seamless pathway toward grad-
uation,” said Nichols President Bill Pieczynski. “Our proposal is 
intended to preserve an important regional pipeline for fire and 
emergency management professionals across New England. We 
will also fully support Anna Maria students in other majors we 
already offer such as business administration, criminal justice, 
psychology and sport management as they transition from their 
cherished institution to a new home at Nichols. We share a 
commitment to active, hands-on learning within a small, close-
knit community and look forward to welcoming these students 
to Nichols.”

Anna Maria announced on April 23 that it would cease aca-
demic operations at the end of the spring 2026 semester after 80 
years of operation.

Under the terms of the proposal and subject to securing 
the necessary regulatory approvals, Anna Maria’s in-person 
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) programs in fire science and emer-
gency management; online B.S. degree completion programs 
in fire science and criminal justice; and online Master of Public 
Administration and Master of Science in criminal justice would 
transition to Nichols. The Anna Maria B.S. in fire science pro-
gram is the largest in New England and boasts outstanding cer-
tification exam pass rates. Nichols will adopt their existing Fire 
and Emergency Services Higher Education Initiative (FESHE)-
aligned curriculum to ensure that current Anna Maria students 
remain on track to graduate and that the popular and well-re-
garded program continues to thrive. Additionally, Nichols 
intends to bring on several of Anna Maria’s dedicated faculty to 
support the transition and provide continuity for students.

To facilitate quick onboarding, any Anna Maria student in 
good standing is guaranteed acceptance to Nichols. Further, 
Nichols’ tuition is within 1% of Anna Maria’s, and Nichols 
will match each student’s institutional grant up to $32,000. 
Housing is available for those students who plan to reside on the 
College’s 200-acre campus in Dudley. Anna Maria alumni are 
eligible for the same 10% discount that Nichols alumni receive 
for graduate coursework at Nichols.

“Our responsibility is to ensure that our students are able to 
move forward and complete their education,” said Anna Maria 
President Sean Ryan. “Nichols has an excellent criminal justice 
program and is a business school widely respected for its career 
preparedness, leadership outcomes and commitment to students. 
We are confident that this proposal with Nichols College pro-
vides a strong and stable path forward for our students.”

Anna Maria students seeking information about transferring 
to Nichols are encouraged to visit: www.nichols.edu/annamaria. 
The two institutions will share additional information with stu-
dents, their families and the public as it is available.

About Nichols
Nichols College has earned business accreditation from 

the prestigious Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business (AACSB International), the longest serving global 
accrediting body for business schools and the largest busi-
ness education network connecting learners, educators, and 
businesses worldwide. Founded in 1815, Nichols College 
transforms today’s students into tomorrow’s leaders through a 
dynamic, career-focused business and professional education. 
Nichols offers real-world learning focused on professional 
depth - combined with vibrant living, competitive athletics, and 
an unmatched alumni advantage - equipping students to exceed 
their own expectations. www.nichols.edu

About Anna Maria College
Anna Maria College was founded in 1946 by the Sisters of 

Saint Anne and has operated continuously as a Catholic liberal 
arts institution in Paxton, Massachusetts, for 80 years.  www.
annamaria.edu

E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP: 
$49.99!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

BIKE SALE!

DEALS  BETTER THAN
the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

at
GREAT SELECTION 

OF GAS GRILLS!DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE US!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1499.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $699.99
$499.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$499.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1099.99

Nichols College to expand Bloomberg Finance 
Lab through grant from Affinity Group, Inc.


