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The best stories are not always the
loudest. Sometimes they are right
around the corner.
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Run for Ryan hosts

Complimentary to homes by request

Eighth Annual race at Owen Bell

Winners Seth Varin and Katie Stevens.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

DAYVILLE — The annual
Run for Ryan event returned for
its eighth year on July 18 hon-
oring its namesake Ryan French,
a Thompson naive who passed
away in 2017 while attending
Killingly High School.

Keeping Killingly’s

Courtesy

The run presserves his life
and legacy in many ways. Not
only is it a cross-country race
on the track at Owen Bell Park
he once ran as a member and
eventual captain of Killingly’s
cross-country team, but it also
raises money for a scholarship
program through a foundation
founded by Ryan’s parents,

history alive

able resources.

Joselyn and Jeffrey French, to
support Killingly High School
Regional Agricultural Education
students, a program Ryan himself
was enrolled in while at KHS.

The 2026 race was one of the
biggest years to date according
to Ryan’s parents, and it also
resulted in major milestones for
the winners including a course
record. An estimated 232 people
signed up for the run and walk
portions of the event, 148 partic-
ipating in the run alone. While
the final financial take from the
race was not available for this
story, the couple estimated the
foundation has provided $34,100
in scholarships to date benefitting
59 seniors from Killingly High
Schools Agricultural Education
program.

Ryan’s mother, Joselyn French,
said the annual support they
receive for the cause has made
Run for Ryan an uplifting experi-
ence for all involved.

“It’s actually the greatest gift
we could really receive is keep-
ing his memory alive and hav-
ing people continue to talk about
him and remember him,” Joselyn
French said. “We’re still finding
out things about him that we
didn’t even know that he did
behind the scenes at the school,
and it always warms our hearts
when we hear that. We feel so
fortunate to be part of this corner
of Connecticut. The fact that peo-
ple choose to come to our event,
to support us, to be part of this
and remember him, it’s all very
special.”

Ryan’s father Jeffrey spoke
about how he thinks his son
would feel seeing how his mem-

ory has helped create such a great
cause for everyone to get behind.

“I think he would be pleased
that we’re doing this and that the
event is helping to turn tragedy
into something positive by help-
ing out Ag-Ed seniors,” he said.
“We found out after he passed
away some things about Ryan
like that he helped kids who were
being bullied. He was the kind of
kid where if there was a younger
classmate who was sitting alone
at lunch, he would come over and
invite them to join him and his
friends. Because he was a giving
kid, he would be pleased that
we’re doing something positive
to help other students.”

The winners of the cross-coun-
try run were Seth Varin as the
first male and overall winner, and
Katie Stevens as the first female
across the line. The victories
were milestones for both in this
event. Varin has placed second or
third three times prior but finally
broke through for the overall win
with a time of 16 minutes and
50.96 seconds. Stevens, who was
friends with Ryan in school, set
a new record for a female best-
ing the previous record which
was held by another of Ryan’s
friends, Angie Rafter, until this
year. Stevens crossed the line
with a time of 18 minutes and
36.99 seconds just barely beating
the previous record of 18 minutes
and 37 seconds by the smallest
margin.

The family has already
announced that Run for Ryan
will return in 2027 with the ninth
iteration set to take place on July
17 next year.

Livestrong's
343-mile First
Responder
Ride for
Resilience
to pass
through area

THOMPSON — Ahead of
the 25th anniversary of Sept. 11,
Livestrong, a nonprofit

dedicated to improving the daily
lives of cancer survivors, is hosting
a landmark First Responder Ride
for Resilience, a five-day, 343-mile
cycling journey from Boston to
the 9/11 Memorial in New York
City honoring the 343 firefighters
lost on September 11, 2001. Riders
will move through northeastern
Connecticut on Monday, Sept. 7.
Local residents are invited to cheer
on riders, volunteer at a water stop,
or donate to show their support.

According to research from the
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, firefighters are
nine percent more likely to be diag-
nosed with cancer and 14 percent
more likely to die from it than the
general public. The ride brings
together first responders, cancer
survivors, and community members
to raise funds benefiting Friends
of Firefighters, the Boston Fire
Cancer Foundation, and Livestrong,
expanding access to cancer survivor-
ship and mental health programs for
first responders and their families.

“This ride wouldn’t be possible

Turn To RIDE page A10

Danielson tackles

Hawkms Street flre

BY JASON BLEAU

Courtesy

Madeleine Hutchins presents on the experienc-
es of Indigenous tribes during the Revolutionary
War at a recent meeting of the Killingly
Historical Society.

KILLINGLY — History is more than
a record of the past—it is the story of the
people, places, events, and ideas that have
shaped who we are today. Our families,
neighborhoods, communities, and natural
environment all contribute to our shared
heritage. Preserving those stories for future
generations is the mission of the Killingly
Historical and Genealogical Society.

Founded in 1972, the Society is dedi-
cated to promoting knowledge, interest,
and research in the history of Killingly
and Windham County. Whether you are
researching your family tree, a historic
home or business, the town’s role in the
Revolutionary War, or simply want to learn
more about our community, our volunteers
are eager to help or connect you with valu-

The Society continues to bring local his-
tory to life through educational programs
and public presentations. Most recently, the
Society hosted a program at the Killingly
Public Library featuring “Up and Down
the River,” a documentary produced by
the Mohegan Tribe. The presentation was
led by Mohegan educator and storyteller
Ms. Hutchins, who shared the history of
the Mohegan people leading up to the
American Revolution.

The documentary explored how the
Thames River connected Indigenous
communities and early settlers, highlight-
ing their shared experiences during the
Revolutionary War 250 years ago. The
video and talk by storyteller Madeleine
Hutchins presented the differing view-
points among tribal members regarding
participation in the conflict and examined
how life changed for the Mohegan people
after the war. The primary river associated
with the Mohegan Tribe in Connecticut
is the Thames River. Historically known
in Mohegan as Massapequotuck (Great
Water).

The Killingly Historical and Genealogical
Society also recently held its Annual
Meeting at the Killingly Public Library.
As a registered nonprofit organization, the
Society is operated entirely by dedicated
volunteers who generously donate their
time to preserve and share the history of our
community.

During the meeting, officers and board
members were elected to three-year terms.
The officers are President Bernard Mitchell,
Vice President Frank Aleman, Secretary
Lynn LaBerge, and Treasurer Teresa
Barton. Newly elected board members
are Margaret Weaver, Sue Gosselin, and

Turn To HISTORY page A10

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

DANIELSON — A
fire on Hawkins Street in
Danielson brought multiple
departments to town with
fears of entrapment inside
the building creating a dire
situation for first respond-
ers.

According to a report
published on social media
by the Danielson Fire
Department, a first-alarm
fire was struck at 6:44 a.m.
the morning of July 27 with
reports of people trapped
inside the burning build-
ing at 32 Hawkins St. in
the Danielson Borough of
Killingly.

Killingly-Brooklyn
Ambulance was the first on
scene only minutes later,
arriving at a fully engulfed
building. Fire crews soon
arrived on scene sparking
a second alarm. It was con-
firmed that all occupants had
safely escaped the building,
with one civilian sustaining
burns and smoke inhalation
injuries and transported to
a hospital. Occupants of
neighboring buildings were
also evacuated due to the
home’s proximity to nearby
structures.

While the human occu-
pants survived, the report
from the Danielson Fire
Department confirmed that

numerous cats perished in
the fire, although one was
rescued.

“A KB medic, assisted
by firefighters on scene,
successfully revived the
cat before a good samari-
tan transported it to a local
veterinary hospital for fur-
ther care. Tragically, despite
the efforts of firefighters,
approximately 30 cats
perished in the fire,” the
Danielson Fire Department
report stated.

One firefighter also sus-
tained injuries after being
struck by falling debris.
They were treated on scene
but then transported to a
hospital for further evalu-
ation.

The fire came in the midst
of a difficult time for the
Danielson Fire Department.
The department has endured
several changes since more
than half of its membership
resigned in May during a

Turn To FIRE page A10
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Claws & Applause” launches call
for performers and sponsors

PUTNAM — The stage
is set, the music is ready and
now Claws & Applause: A
Lip Sync Battle for Paws
is officially calling on local
performers, business and
community members to
join the show!

Taking place Friday, Aug.
28 at Montana Nights Axe
Throwing in Putnam, this
fundraising event will bring
the community together for
an unforgettable night of
over-the-top lip sync per-
formances, outrageous cos-
tumes, audience voting and
friendly competition.

And right now, organiz-
ers are looking for perform-
ers and sponsors ready to
step into the spotlight!

WANTED TO BUY

Individuals, groups, busi-
nesses, organizations and
friends are invited to form
a team, choose a song and
put together a show-stop-
ping lip sync performance.
Whether performers go for
hilarious, dramatic, glamor-
ous or completely over-the-
top, no actual singing talent
is required, just creativity,
enthusiasm and willing-
ness to have fun for a great

night of fun, as we look to
raise money to help shift our
focus form constant crisis
management to prevention
and long-term care for the
cats in and beyond our shel-
ter” says event organizer
Jennifer Lowell. With more
than 400 cats currently in
care, including those placed
in foster homes, Paws Cat
Shelter continues to face
tremendous demand for

cause! No professional rescue, rehabilitation and
experience necessary. If rehoming
you can commit to the bit, services.
work a crowd and have fun, The event
there is a place for you aims to
on the Claws & Applause raise crit-
stage! ical fund-
“We want people to come ing for a
ready to laugh, cheer, com- spay and
pete and have an incredible neuter ini-

Antiques & OId Stuff

«Bottles o Crocks oJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys

o Pewter o Glassware Sterling Silver « Coins « Gold

o Silver Plated Items «Watches o Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns eLamps ¢ Kitchenware

o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic

o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

imagining it.

REGION — If it seems like
more trees have been coming
down in recent years, you're not

Across northeastern Connecticut,
homeowners in communities like
Putnam, Pomfret,
Thompson, Killingly, Brooklyn,
and surrounding towns have expe-
rienced stronger storms, heavi-
er rainfall, and damaging wind
events that have taken a toll on
our trees. Combined with the lin-
gering effects of the spongy moth
outbreak, these conditions have
contributed to an increase in haz-
ardous trees and property damage
throughout the region.

tiative to help address the
cycle that contributes to
overcrowded shelters in the
first place.

Local businesses and
community partners are
also invited to become
part of the event through
a variety of sponsorship
opportunities. Sponsorships
range from $100 — $2,000
and offer opportunities
for recognition through
event signage, promotional

remember the widespread gypsy
moth infestation that affected our
region several years ago. While
many trees survived the initial
outbreak, repeated defoliation left
thousands of oaks under signifi-
cant stress. Today, we’re still see-
ing the effects, as many of those
weakened trees continue to decline
and become more vulnerable to
failure during storms.

Weather has only added to the
problem. Prolonged periods of
heavy rain can saturate the soil,
reducing the stability of a tree’s
root system. When strong winds
follow, even trees that have
stood for decades may sud-
denly uproot or lose large

Woodstock,

materials, VIP experienc-
es, stage recognition and
more. Sponsors can make
a meaningful community
impact while helping Paws
Cat Shelter work toward a
long-term solution.

One Night. One Stage. All
for the cats! Get involved
today by forming a team,
becoming a sponsor, pur-
chasing tickets, voting for
your favorite performers or
making a donation.

Paws Cat Shelter is ded-
icated to rescuing, rehabili-
tating and rehoming cats in
need while promoting com-
passionate animal welfare
throughout the community.
Through the support of vol-
unteers, donors and local
advocates, the organization
continues to provide life-
saving care and adoption
opportunities for homeless
cats.

Why are more trees
failing in Northeastern
Connecticut?

beautiful, mature trees, which add
character, shade, and value to our
homes and communities. Taking
a proactive approach to tree safety
can help reduce the risk of property
damage and improve safety for
homeowners, neighbors, and any-
one enjoying the outdoors.

As weather patterns contin-
ue to change and the long-term
effects of the gypsy moth outbreak
remain evident across northeastern
Connecticut, regular tree inspec-
tions and early action can make all
the difference in preventing avoid-
able damage.

At Stately Tree Service, we’ve

limbs.

Area

seen a noticeable

calls from homeowners dealing
with fallen limbs, uprooted trees,
and trees that appeared healthy
from the outside but were actually
weakened from within.

One of the biggest misconcep-
tions is that a tree must look dead
before it becomes dangerous. In
reality, many hazardous trees still
have green leaves and appear
healthy while suffering from inter-
nal decay, structural damage, or
weakened root systems.

increase in

Homeowners should peri-
odically inspect the trees on
their property, especially after
severe weather. Warning signs
may include dead or hanging
branches, cracks in the trunk,
mushrooms or fungal growth
near the base, thinning cano-
pies, exposed roots, or a tree
that has recently begun lean-
ing. While these signs don’t
always mean a tree needs to
be removed, they shouldn’t
be ignored.

residents
named to
Goodwin

14. Al Bundy’s wife

15. Derived from ammonia
16. Venezuelan state

17. Interest rate

18. Experts

20. Vascular tissues

22. Smooth and glossy

24. One from Damascus

28. Special interest group

29. Tt cools your home

30. Oh, God!

31. Intestinal pouches

33. Men

37. Twelfth star in a constellation
38. Former CIA

39. Arrange in grades of size

CLUES DOWN

2. Eastern US transit agency

3. Leaves a place

4. Cease to participate

5. Current units

6. Cease to exist

7. General’s assistant {abbr.)

8. Earth vibration

9. Very strong winds

10. For each one

11. A bog

12. The creation of beautiful or
significant things

13. Affirmative

19. Pie __ mode

21. Nonclerical

24, Indonesian island

25. Educational environment

26. Namibian peoples

27. Bring out or develop

1. Involuntary muscular contraction

44. Momentarily stop

46. Ancient kingdom

49. Of 1

50. White clerical vestment
51. Songs to one’s beloved
55. Charges

1 (2 |3 4 [5 |68 [7 |8 9 |10 [11 |12 [13
14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 -
23 24 |25 26 |27
31 |32 33 34 |35 |36 37

38 39 |40 41

[ a3 44 |45
[46 | 47 |48 43 50

51 52 |53 |54 55 56 |57
i i

60 |61 62 |63 64

65 66 67

68 69 70
CLUES ACROSS

1. Midway between south and 41. A baglike structure in a plant or

southeast animal
4. Fathers 42, “The Great Lakes State™
9. Wine grape 43. Having earlike appendages

58. Computer application originator

23. Administrative region in 5. Korea 59. A place to dock a boat

60. One guided by reason
64. Slang for cigarette
65. Sailboats

66. “Jerry Maguire” actor Zellweger

67. Screen type

68. Country legend Haggard

69. Puts together in time

70. When you anticipate arriving

31. Moves into a place of thought
32. Out of the way

34. Loads a ship

35. Beloved Hollywood alien

36. Distinguishes

40. The ancient Egyptian sun god

41. Secondary or explanatory title

45. Relating to a wing

47. One who gives a speech
48, In the middle

52. Loop with a running knot
53. Airborne (abbr.)

54, Sweet persons

56. Put into play

57. Small cattle breed

59. Millisecond

60. Revolutions per minute
61. They

62, Moon crater

63. A place to stay the night
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Many homeowners may also

Our region is known for its

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

When’s a good time to save for college and

retirement? Today.

Let’s make a plan. Learn how you can save toward both college and
retirement. We can create a strategy that works for your family.

Contact me today to get started.

Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

Dennis Antonopoulos
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University
Dean’s
List

EAST HARTFORD — Kelsie Boulet-
Briere of Putnam, Stephanie Michaud
of Killingly, and Willow Charles of
Dayville each earned a spot on Goodwin
University’s Dean’s List for the spring
2026 semester.

The Dean’s List is reserved for those
who demonstrate exemplary academ-
ic performance. Dean’s List inclusion
requires a student to earn a minimum 3.5
GPA, the equivalent of an A- average,
during a given academic session. The stu-
dent must also be enrolled in a minimum
of six academic credits to qualify.

Goodwin University congratulates
Kelsie on making the Dean’s List and
demonstrating such a high standard of
excellence in the classroom and beyond!

Goodwin University in East Hartford,
Connecticut, is an innovative learning
community that empowers hard-working
students to become sought-after employ-
ees. We tailor our programs to address the
needs of employers, and we shape them
to fit the lives of students. Classes are
conveniently offered year-round - days,
evenings, weekends, and online. Degrees
may be flexibly layered across certificate,
associate, bachelor’s, and master’s pro-
grams in a variety of in-demand fields.
Better still, we surround our students
with the personal support and the pro-
fessional guidance they need - not just
to earn degrees, but to change lives for
themselves, their families, and their com-
munities. For more information, please
visit www.goodwin.edu.

Quiet Corner
Al-Anon group meets
Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon
meeting meets at the East Woodstock
Congregational Church every Wednesday
from 7:30-8:30 p.m.

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family
Group is open to anyone affected by alco-
holism, family or friend. Any enquiries
can be directed to 860-634-3271.
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Day Kimball Health recognizes Ana Savvidis as

Ana Savvidis

PUTNAM — Day Kimball Health (DKH)
has named Ana Savvidis, human resources
generalist, as its June 2026 Employee of
the Month in recognition of her dedication
to supporting employees and leaders across
the organization.

Savvidis joined DKH in March 2023
and has become an integral member of the
Human Resources team. In her role, she
supports a variety of human resources func-
tions, including employee relations, recruit-
ment, performance management, policy
compliance, and training and development.

“Ana embodies the commitment, profes-
sionalism, and dedication that help make
Day Kimball Health a great place to work,”
said Kyle Kramer, CEO of Day Kimball
Health. “Her ability to support employees,

partner with leadership and foster a positive
workplace culture has made a meaningful
impact across our organization. We are
grateful for her contributions and pleased
to recognize her as our June Employee of
the Month.”

“Ana’s recognition as Employee of the
Month is a reflection of the exceptional ded-
ication, professionalism, and leadership she
has consistently demonstrated since joining
our Human Resources team more than three
years ago,” said Tenaya Desaulnier, senior
vice president of human resources at Day
Kimball Health. “She has made a tremen-
dous impact by providing invaluable sup-
port to management, strengthening account-
ability, and continuously stepping up to take
on responsibilities beyond her role. Ana has
grown into a trusted and respected team

Returning to

the heart of libraries

BY CLAUDETTE STOCKWELL
DIRECTOR

KILLINGLY PUBLIC LIBRARY

countless ways we support
learning, connection, and
curiosity. Today, though, I'd

everyone is online now, and
that no one reads anymore.
It’s hard not to take those

online at killingly-
pl.org, or call us at
860-779-5383.

Over this past year, I've
written articles celebrating
how vital libraries are to
their communities — the
resources we offer, the pro-
grams we create, and the

like to return to the begin-
ning, to the foundation on
which every library was
built: the books.

Over the last decade,
I’ve heard people joke that
libraries are “dead,” that

comments personally when
you work in a place devot-
ed to reading and discov-
ery. But the truth is sim-
ple: those statements aren’t
based on fact.

People are still reading —

Pomfiret Public
Library hosts
“Life 1n Balance™
at weekly
Memory Caté

POMFRET — The Pomfret Public Library invites com-
munity members to a special edition of its weekly Memory
Café featuring Life in Balance on Wednesday, Aug. 19 from

1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Presented by Laurie String and Matthew Chuck of Rude
Dog Boxing, this engaging program will focus on practical
ways to maintain mobility, balance, and strength while
aging. Participants will learn simple techniques and exercis-
es that can help improve stability, support everyday move-

ment, and promote healthy, active living.

Designed for older adults, caregivers, and anyone interest-
ed in healthy aging, “Life in Balance” offers an encouraging
and welcoming environment where attendees can discover
strategies for staying active and reducing the risk of falls. No

prior fitness experience is required.

The program will be held at the Pomfret Public Library,
449 Pomfret St., Pomfret, as part of the library’s weekly
Memory Café. Memory Cafés provide a friendly, supportive
gathering place for individuals living with memory loss,

cognitive changes, and their care partners.
Admission is free, and all are welcome.

For more information about Life in Balance, the Memory
Café, or other upcoming library programs, contact the

young, old, and everyone in
between.

I could show you our
book drop after a long
weekend, overflowing with
returns. I could show you
the carts lined up behind the
desk, filled with books wait-
ing to be reshelved. But you
don’t need me to prove it. If
you pause for a moment and
look around your own daily
life, you’ll see that books
are everywhere.

Readers are everywhere.
They’re in break rooms at
work, in hospital waiting
areas, in doctor’s offices.
They’re standing in line
at the grocery store with a
paperback tucked under an
arm. They’re at the beach,
on vacation, on porches
and park benches. And just
recently, I saw one sitting
quietly on the stone wall
at St. Mary’s Cemetery —
a beautiful summer day, a
book in hand, head slightly
bent, completely absorbed.

Libraries began with
books, and books remain
at the heart of who we are.
They’re still being read.
They’re still being loved.
And they’re still connecting
us in ways that matter.

Connect with us at 25
Westcott Rd., Killingly,

Pomfret Public Library at 860-928-3475 or visit www.pom-

fretlibrary.org.

The Pomfret Board of Education
Pomfret Community School

20 Pomfret Street

Pomfret Center, CT 06259

Deadline 8/24/2026

istered Republican or unaffiliated voter.
Open to Residents of Pomfret Only

Pomfret Board of Education
Announcement of Vacancy
Pomfret Board of Education has an interim vacancy to fill
The appointed member will serve until the next Biennial Election (November 2027)
Interested candidates please send a letter of interest to:

Because of Connecticut minority representation rules, this seat is reserved for a reg-

Employee of the Month

member whose commitment, integrity and
pursuit of excellence are evident in every-
thing she does.”

“I feel fortunate to work with such a
dedicated team, and I'm grateful to be
recognized for the work I do each day,”
Savvidis said. “This recognition motivates
me to continue supporting our employees
and the organization to the best of my
ability”.

Born in Worcester, Massachusetts,
Savvidis grew up in Brooklyn, Connecticut
where she resides today. She earned a
Bachelor of Science in health care admin-
istration from Rhode Island College and
a Master of Business Administration with
a concentration in human resource man-
agement from Southern New Hampshire
University.

About Day Kimball Health

Day Kimball Health is a nonprofit
community healthcare system composed
of Day Kimball Hospital, Day Kimball
Medical  Group,

physicians, surgeons, and specialists. Its
Web site is daykimball.org.

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA

Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.
Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Day Kimball
Health at Home,
and healthcare cen-
ters in Danielson,
Dayville,
Plainfield, and
Putnam. Its ser-
vice area includes
Northeast
Connecticut as
well as nearby
Massachusetts
and Rhode Island

We take pride
in our customer
service!

|\THE__ SIDING STORE NG
SPRINgG g;gEclliRNisec S unrooms
NOW IN EFFECT

Financing available to qualified customers!
thesidingstoreinc.com

860.423.7771 860.963.9035 [~

860.886.1718 860.564.7088

References Galore © Fully Licensed © Senior Discounts ¢ Lead Safe
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communities. Day
Kimball Health’s
comprehensive
network employs
more than 1,000
staff, including
nearly 300 associ-
ated, highly skilled
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Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Political Advertisement

A Neighbor You Know,
A Voice You Trust.

EMILIO

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE

# stop unfunded
mandates

+ defend local control

¥ support law
enforcement

¥ support farm

community and
small business

¥ preserve District
50's rural way of life

Tony is committed to
serving the people of
the 50th District with
full attention, common
sense, and a focus on

resulls. E!EE

SR

Paid for by, Tony in ‘26, Tony Sposato, Treasurer. Approved by Tony Emilio.

Ralph Campagna, BC-HIS

Call 860-315-9656 to
schedule a hearing evaluation.

Let us check your insurance benefit. We are
providers for: Anthem BCBS, United Healthcare,
Aetna, Connecticare, Humana, Wellcare,
Care Partners, Cigna, CT Medicaid, etc.

Stephanie Balducci, AuD
Doctor of Audiology

Jim Verge, BC-HIS

amplisound ™

HEARING CARE CENTERS

19 Quinebaug Ave, Putnam
351 Merline Road, Vernon

www.amplisound.com




A4 . Friday, August 7, 2026

VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

..... | !I:?‘]_,El

i

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

Newspapers;

TELEPHONE: (860) 928-1818
Fax: (860) 928-5946
WWW.VILLAGERNEWSPAPERS.COM

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EpiTorR

Turning
memory
nto
momentum

Every community hopes to leave some-
thing meaningful to the next generation.
Sometimes that legacy comes through new
buildings or public projects. Sometimes
it comes through a scholarship fund. And
sometimes it begins with a single family
deciding that even in the face of unimag-
inable loss, they will choose purpose over
despair.

That is what the Run for Ryan has become.

Eight years after the inaugural event, what
started as a tribute to Thompson’s Ryan
French has grown into one of the Quiet
Corner’s most inspiring traditions. Hundreds
of participants now gather each July at
Owen Bell Park, not only to run or walk, but
to celebrate a life that continues to make a
difference.

The numbers tell an impressive story.
More than 230 people registered this year.
Nearly $35,000 in scholarships has been
awarded to 59 graduates of Killingly High
School’s Agricultural Education program. A
course record fell. Familiar faces returned,
and new participants joined for the first time.

But those statistics are only part of the
story.

The true measure of the event lies in the
conversations that happen along the course
and afterward. Friends share memories.
Former classmates reconnect. Students who
never had the opportunity to know Ryan
learn about the kind of young man he was.
His parents continue to discover stories of
quiet acts of kindness that never sought rec-
ognition. Those accounts of inviting lonely
classmates to lunch or standing beside stu-
dents who were being bullied reveal a legacy
far greater than athletic accomplishments
alone.

In an era when headlines often focus on
division, the Run for Ryan reminds us that
kindness has staying power. It creates ripples
that extend far beyond the moment in which
they occur.

There is also something fitting about the
event taking place on the same course where
Ryan once competed as a member and cap-
tain of the Killingly High School cross-coun-
try team. Running has always been a sport
built on perseverance. Every mile requires
determination. Every finish line represents
countless unseen hours of preparation. The
annual race reflects those same qualities,
with a community steadily building some-
thing meaningful year after year.

Equally important is where the proceeds
go. Supporting students in Killingly’s
Agricultural Education program honors
Ryan’s own interests while investing in
young people preparing for careers in agri-
culture, environmental science, mechanics,
animal care, and other skilled professions.
The scholarships recognize not only aca-
demic achievement but also the values of
hard work, service, and commitment that
Ryan’s family believes he embodied.

The event’s competitive side deserves
celebration as well. Congratulations are cer-
tainly due to Seth Varin for earning his first
overall victory after several near misses
and to Katie Stevens, whose new women’s
course record came by the narrowest pos-
sible margin. Their accomplishments add
another chapter to the event’s history, but
even they unfolded within a larger purpose.
On this day, personal victories become part
of a shared community achievement.

Perhaps the greatest lesson from the Run
for Ryan is that remembrance does not have
to be passive. It can be active. It can inspire
generosity, encourage healthy living, support
education, and strengthen community bonds
all at once.

Many towns search for traditions that
bring people together. Dayville, Thompson,
and the surrounding communities already
have one. It is built on compassion, sus-
tained by volunteers, supported by neigh-
bors, and fueled by the determination of one
family that chose to transform heartbreak
into hope.

As plans are already underway for next
year’s ninth Run for Ryan, the event con-
tinues to prove that while a life may end too
soon, its influence does not have to. Some
legacies are measured not by years lived,
but by the good they continue to inspire long
afterward. Ryan French’s legacy is clearly
still running strong.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Danielson Legion grateful for support of golf tournament

To the Editor:

Danielson American Legion Post #21 thanks
the following businesses and individuals for their
support of our Golf Tournament held on July 20:

Tournament Sponsor: Gerardi Insurance/Hilb
Group

Platinum Sponsors: Brooklyn General Repair
(BGR),Jack & Mary Jane Burke, Drock Trucking,
Phaiah Foundation, Green Rubber Co., Northeast
Flooring & Kitchens, LLC, Westview Commons
& Health Care Center.

Silver Sponsors: Allen Hill Tree Farm, BPOE
#1706, Chris & Patti Burke, D&S Construction
Services, Inn at Woodstock Hill, Kathy & Jay
Johnson, Kevin Lemanowicz, Dr. Roland Lupien,
Mass-Conn Wireless, Railside Tavern, Richard
Rust, Siri Wire, Spirol International Corp., Zip’s
Diner.

Tee Sponsors: Ashworth Stone & Gravel,
BankHometown, Black Dog Bar & Grille,
Bousquet’s Appliance & TV, Byrnes Insurance/
Hub International, Danielson Veterans’
Coffeehouse, Earnest Joly & Sons, Friendly
Spirits, Gates Auto Group, Jewett City Savings

Bank, Page’s Tree Service, Putnam Visiong
Center, Rawson Materials, Vachon GMC, Leo :

& Deb Chatelle, Angelo & Pam Cinami, Ron &
Donna Coderre, Charlie & Joanne Crowley, Dave

& Sue Crowley, Al Duff, Tom & Carol Gaylord, :
Steve & Judy Graves, James & Dale Holden, :
Bob Kelly, Mike & Kristen McDermott, Dave :
& Kathy Mulford, Rocky & Kelley Rochefort, :
Christy Rust, Dan & Colleen Rybacki, Leslie & :

Anne Stacy

Special thanks to Maura Brunell & her crew

at CT National Golf Course, G-7 Caterers, Mike
Barta, Mary Jane Burke, Joanne Crowley, Quin
Crowley, Tom Gaylord, Bob Kelly, Greg Kozma,
Dave Mulford, Georgette Rohrig, Mark Seiffert
and anyone else we may have inadvertently
missed. And a big thanks to all the golfers! Hope
to see you all next year!

Due to the generosity of our Golfers, we were
able to donate $2500 to the Tunnels to Towers
organization.

CHARLIE CROWLEY
DANIELSON AMERICAN LEGION PosT 21

Make this make sense

To the Editor:

Let’s talk clarity in regards to town politics.

Woodstock residents, perhaps you do not care
that a library was completely defunded in the
fiscal year 2027, but did you even know this
was happening? You probably thought it had
occurred in fiscal year 2026; however, there was
some misguided tactics at play and money was
“found” to provide the North Woodstock Library
with $4,600.

Apparently, unbeknownst to the library, the
hope was that the library would do more to help
themselves after receiving limited funding...keep
this in mind as I continue.

Last year’s fiscal year budget for the four
libraries was distributed as follows:

North $4,600 open 10 hours per week

Bracken $13,700 open eight hours per week

May $41,248.0pen 10 hours per week

West $42,885 openl2 yours per week

I requested this information, and it took two
weeks and persistence on my part to get the fig-
ures from the town hall.

The complete defunding of the North
Woodstock Library for the fiscal year 2027 was
not presented in the power point presentation
given by Chandler; watch the video online. Why

the lack of transparency? Did you know that there
is a 6.33 percent increase in the fiscal year 2027
budget for the libraries? The description on the
fiscal year 2026-27 budget is “Libraries (4)”. Was
it left this way to deceive constituents? It is not
budgeting constraints that contributed to the com-
plete defunding of the North Woodstock Library.
If the three libraries being funded in fiscal year
2027 are “doing so much to help themselves,”
why are they getting more money? Make this
make sense!

The rationale for the complete defunding of :
the North Woodstock Library is ever changing. :

When someone points out the glaring contradic-
tions Chandler has spewed as facts, the grounds
for the decision simply change. This is not good
policy.

The North Woodstock Library was commend-
ed by the State Librarian during her recent tour
of the library. Our “social club” behavior is con-
sistent with the evolution of the modernization
of the libraries within our society, and we were
doing it all on a very limited budget. Libraries
have historically been social gathering places...

Sincerely,

Jupy GILLILAND

WOODSTOCK

Earth — close to the edge!

To the Editor:

This summer, the most extreme heatwave in
European history shattered temperature records
across Europe, reaching all-time highs in the
UK, Spain, France, Germany and other countries.
Despite significant heat adaption measures made
across Europe in the last 20 years, more than
20,000 people were killed from heat exposure as
temperatures topped 105 degrees Fahrenheit. On
June 24, in the town of Pulluau, France, tempera-
tures reached and astonishing 110.8 degrees.

A month later the heat in Europe still persisted
and the 2,400-mile Tour de France baked in the
record heat. Traveling along ancient coastlines,
through country villages, farmlands and major cit-
ies, and even up high peaks of the Alps, new daily
temperature records were set for not one, but three
days of the 123-year-old bicycle race.

Two weeks later, 330,000 people were evac-
vated as fires spread across the landscapes of
Spain and France, threatening to destroy France’s
legendary Bordeaux wine region. As I write this,
Europe—where air conditioning remains uncom-
mon—is enduring its fourth heatwave of the sum-
mer, again reaching triple digits.

This is not normal, by any measure.

Massive disasters like that raging across Europe,
the monstrous LA fires in 2025, the annual floods
in Texas and fires in Canada, are no longer isolated
events, but a steady flow of one event called global
climate change. Its difficult to see the evidence of
accelerating climate change and not fear a dark
road ahead. Yet our future has not been written.
The choices we make today will determine how
the story unfolds.

In his remarkable 2023 book “Our Fragile
Moment,” University of Pennsylvania’s Dr.
Micheal Mann, perhaps the leading climate scien-
tist in the world today, states: “there’s a relatively
narrow envelope of climate variability within
which human civilization remains viable.” Just
how close are we to that envelope?

The comfortable climate conditions humanity
enjoyed for millennia formed after the last ice age
ended around 12,000 years ago. Geologists refer
to this period as the Holocene Epoch, meaning
“present day” conditions. These conditions arose
naturally and slowly, as part of the Earth’s 100,000
year warming and cooling cycle. About 6,000
years ago, with much the planet’s ice gone, global
temperatures averaged a comfortable 58 degrees
Fahrenheit, the perfect temperature for human
flourishing.

By the 19th Century, human civilization includ-
ed heavy industry and mass production. In 1859,
the world’s first oil well ushered in an era where
virtually every new machine man invented was
powered by burning it. From factories, pow-
er-plants, cars, ships, aircraft, and the heating and
cooling systems in our homes and offices, human-

ity now lights billions of fossil fuel fires every
single day. Each of these fires thickens up the
carbon dioxide blanket in the atmosphere, making
our planet hotter.

Prior to that first well, all oil was sequestered
within the Earth’s geologic formations. But today,
much of it is now part of the atmosphere. And with
that, the 58-degree temperature of the Holocene
has climbed to about 60 degrees. Spread across
the entire Earth, this rapid warming is wreaking
havoc on the natural planetary systems that sup-
port life and civilization. Scientists now argue
these changes have pushed the Earth beyond of
the Holocene and into a new geologic epoch:
the Anthropocene. The precise moment of this
change is debated, but many regard the first nucle-
ar bomb test in 1945 as a compelling start date.

The Anthropocene—literally “the age of
humans”—is marked by our growing influence
over the atmosphere, oceans, biosphere, fresh-
water systems, and climate itself. Human activity
now determines not only the composition of the
atmosphere but also the abundance and distribu-
tion of countless other species. We have become
a planetary force.

Among the most concerning examples of this
influence is our effect on the Atlantic Meridional
Overturning Circulation, or AMOC—a vast net-
work of ocean currents often described as Earth’s
circulatory system. Scientists warn that this critical
current is weakening and may be approaching a
tipping point. A significant slowdown, or even a
collapse, would dramatically alter weather pat-
terns across the planet.

This is big stuff - very big, and it tells us human-
ity has entered unfamiliar territory where we are
now steering the planetary systems foundational
to civilization, without fully understanding how to
control them.

That realization can feel overwhelming. Some
respond with optimism, believing technology will
solve every problem. Others retreat into deni-
al because the implications seem too daunting
to confront, or worse, because of politics. But
beneath those different reactions lies a growing
sense that something fundamental has changed.

Deep down, many of us feel it.

Preserving a healthy livable planet for our kids :

and generations to follow should be humanity’s
highest priority. Elon Musk’s pipe dream of col-
onizing Mars only distracts us from this. With
all his brilliance, he fails to recognize the simple
fact that this miraculous and beautiful place called
Earth is and will remain our only home. If we
fail to preserve it, it may end up looking like his
dream home—Mars. But last I checked, nobody
lives there.

KEN WOLSLEGEL

WOODSTOCK :

A visit to

Wheatland

America
2 5 0
Killingly,
Saturday,
Aug. 8,
1 p.m.
Musick
of the
Revolution
in New
England
w i t h
Richard
Franklin
Donahue.
Killingly
Historical
Center.
A 196 Main
: Street. Richard will perform
:a collection of “New Songs”
:& Hymns that were pub-
:lished during the American
: Revolution from the Stamp Act
: through the British Surrender
at Yorktown. Free. All are
:welcome. Sponsored by the
: Killingly Historical Society.

KiLuNGLy
AT
300

MARGARET
WEAVER

. Putnam Public Library.
2200 School St. Baseball’s
:Own Civil War: 1848-1865.
- Wednesday, Aug. 12. 6-7:30
‘p.m. “An exploration of the
early days of ‘base ball’ and
- the conflict between the 1848
. ‘Knickerbocker’ (New York)
- game rules, and the 1858 ‘Town
:Ball’ (Massachusetts) style of
:play. Learn how the American
- Civil War helped to settle the
“debate as to which variant
“would become our national
- pastime. Co-sponsored by the
© Aspinock Historical Society.

Killingly Grange #112,
:801 Hartford Turnpike,
: Agricultural Fair.  Saturday,

August 15 10:00 a.m.- 2:00
‘p.m. Entry Day Friday, Aug.
: 14, 4-6 p.m. OPEN TO THE
‘PUBLIC! Download hand-
‘book & forms from the
- Facebook  page-www.face-
- book.com/KillinglyGrange/ or
- contact Terry Barton at 860-
- 884-1813 or tmbartonkilling-
- lygrange @ gmail.com for addi-
- tional information.

: Recently, I traveled to
Pennsylvania for my sister’s
 memorial service. While with
‘my daughter in Lancaster, I
- decided to have a “busman’s
- holiday” and visited Wheatland,
- the home of our 15th President,
:James Buchanan, Jr. (1791-
- 1868), the only president from
: Pennsylvania and the only
- bachelor. Buchanan served as
- president from 1857 -1861 and
: was in office at the beginning
- of the Civil War. “Historians
- often rank him poorly because
- his weak response to rising ten-
: sions over slavery failed to pre-
: vent the American Civil War.”
: “Presiding over a rapidly divid-
:ing Nation, Buchanan grasped
‘inadequately the political
:realities of the time. Relying
con constitutional doctrines to
:close the widening rift over
- slavery, he failed to understand
- that the North would not accept
: constitutional arguments which
- favored the South. Nor could
“he realize how sectionalism
“had realigned political par-
“ties: the Democrats split; the
: Whigs were destroyed, giv-
“ing rise to the Republicans.”
:Prior to becoming president,
: Buchanan served in the house
- of Representatives five times,
“was a minister to Russia and
:later Great Britain and also
- Secretary of State.” “President
: James Buchanan was person-
‘ally and morally opposed to
- slavery, but politically he acted
“as a ‘doughface’—a Northern
‘politician who consistent-
‘ly appeased and protected
: Southern pro-slavery inter-
“ests.” (history.com, national
“archives, https:/trumpwhite-
“house.archives.gov/about-
- the-white-house/presidents/
‘ james-buchanan/ ).President
‘Buchanan never married
“but became the guardian of
“an orphaned niece and neph-
“ew, thus living in a family
“situation.  His niece Harriet
‘Lane (Johnston) served as his
“hostess while he was presi-
“dent. “She is considered the
“first First Lady,” as she was the

Turn To KILLINGLY page A10
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Get out and vote in Connecticut’s Primary

To the Editor:

People don’t think their vote counts
for much in a Primary. The truth is that
Primaries are where the real choice hap-
pens and how candidates are chosen on
the ballot in November. If you want a say
in who’s on your ballot this fall, now’s the
time.

Here are the dates and rules you need to
know.

The important Primary deadlines and
voter registration details to cast a vote
in Connecticut’s Primary election are as
follows:

July 21 - First day absentee ballots are
issued.

July 24 - Last day to register to vote by
mail.

Aug. 3 - First day of early voting.

Aug. 9 - Last day of early voting.

Aug. 10 - Last day to request an absentee
ballot and register to vote in person.

In Connecticut, only voters registered
with a political party may vote in that par-
ty’s Primary, making it a closed Primary
state:

Democratic Primary — Only registered
Democrats can vote.

Republican Primary — Only registered
Republicans can vote.

The deadline for voters to change parties
was May 11.

Unaffiliated Voters — Voters who are not
registered with any political party cannot
participate in the Primaries unless they
register with a party by the deadline, which
is before noon on Monday, August 10, the
last business day before the Primary on
August 11.

A new voter who wants to register to
vote in Connecticut’s Primaries must be a
U.S. citizen, a resident of Connecticut, and
at least 17 years old (turning 18 by Election
Day). New voters must register in person
before noon the business day before voting
during Early Voting. New voters who want
to vote on Primary Day must register to
vote in person by Noon on Aug. 10.

Check your registration, figure out how
you’re going to vote in the Primary —
absentee, early, or on the 11th — and go do
it. Make your voice heard. Vote.

LISA ARENDS
BROOKLYN

Ballots, bullets & anti-Blackness

To the Editor:

Growing up in the Quiet Corner, I was
taught that my country’s founders were
brave men seeking to escape the religious
persecution and unchecked greed of the
English crown. As I grew older, I came to
understand that the U.S.’s promise of free-
dom, enshrined in the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights, only granted voting rights to
property-owning white men. Even more
disturbingly, the Constitution’s Three-Fifths
Compromise, Slave Trade Clause, and later,
Congress’ Fugitive Slave Act defined Black
people as property, who, like all women
at the time of the country’s inception,
were legally denied the right to vote, and
thus excluded from U.S. citizenship (The
Counter-Revolution of 1776; Horne 2014).

It would not be until 1870, when
Congress ratified the Fifteenth Amendment,
that Black men—in theory—were given
the right to vote, though poll taxes, literacy
tests, grandfather clauses, and gun-backed
voter intimidation prevented most from
safely or legally casting their ballots (Jim
Crow North: The Struggle for Equal Rights
in Antebellum New England; Archer 2017).
Even after the CT state legislature passed
the Gradual Emancipation Act in 1784
(which mandated that all those born into
slavery after March 1, 1784 be freed at the
age of 25), it took our state another half cen-
tury to totally prohibit chattel slavery (“No
Taxation without Representation: Black
Voting in Connecticut”; Harris 2016). In
1920, the nation further expanded the right
to vote to white women by ratifying the
19th Amendment. Women of color, how-
ever, had to continue fighting for—and
well past—Congress’ passage of the Indian
Citizenship Act of 1924 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 to be granted the same.

To this day, legacies of Jim Crow, racial-
ized violence, and class inequity place
barriers between everyday Americans and
the voting booth, all whilst Republicans
attempt to gerrymander away the power
of Black and Brown votes (The Counter-
Revolution of 1776; Horne 2014). Under
the Trump administration, these multi-state
efforts haven’t stalled. If anything, they’ve
only gained steam, fueled by Republicans
lawmakers’ proposed SAVE Act, a policy
that would require voters to present docu-
mentary proof of U.S. citizenship, such as
a passport, a birth certificate, or a natural-
ization certificate to register to vote, despite
more than 21 million voting-age Americans
lacking access to such documents (“21.3
Million American Citizens of Voting Age
Don’t Have Ready Access to Citizenship
Documents”; Brennan Center for Justice
2024).

If our elected officials believe so strongly
that proof of identity and citizenship are
essential to the integrity of American elec-
tions, why don’t they apply the same rigor
and scrutiny to Americans’ ability to pur-
chase firearms? Even when looking only at
Connecticut, between 2019-2023, firearms
were the third leading cause of death among

young people, and between 2014-2023, gun
violence across the state increased by 24
percent («225 Gun Deaths in Connecticut»;
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health 2023). While Connecticut’s rising
rates of gun violence might lead you to
believe that the federal government has
consistently failed to restrict Americans’
access to firearms, in 1967, the National
Rifle Association (NRA) worked with
the state of California to pass the Mulford
Act amidst one of the largest open carry
crackdowns in U.S. history. The targets of
these brutal, violent and cross-state crack-
downs? The Black Panther Party (“When
an irresistible prejudice meets immovable
politics”; Higginbotham et al 2023).

At one time, I would have thought of the
right to vote and the right to bear arms as
two disparate issues, with “liberals” and
“conservatives” sitting neatly on either side.
Our national history, however, paints a far
more nuanced picture, one of a country
whose policies are steeped in the anti-Black-
ness of its founding fathers (and this state is
not immune). Just as local, state and federal
governments have punished Black people
for arming themselves against repeated
racial violence, the state of Connecticut has
long denied its Black residents access to the
right to vote, serving as the first ever state
in the country to implement voter literacy
tests (“Connecticut needs its own Voting
Rights Act”; Zaccagnino 2023).

If state and federal lawmakers are will-
ing to burden millions of voters (dispro-
portionately young people, women, trans-
gender folks, and people of color) in the
name of “voter fraud,” a problem so rare
that election officials struggle to document
more than a handful of cases (“Prosecutors
struggle to turn voter fraud claims into
criminal charges”; Stein and Arnsdorf,
2026), shouldn’t they be half as willing to
require background checks for firearm pur-
chases, given that gun violence kills over
forty thousand Americans a year (“What
the data says about gun deaths in the U.S.”;
Gramlich 2024)?

So, as you prepare to head to the voting
booth this fall, it’s worth asking why so
many of the very lawmakers who cham-
pion the SAVE Act as a «common-sense»
integrity measure decry gun safety policies
like background check expansions, red
flag laws, or safe storage requirements as
government overreach. It>s worth asking
who stands to profit from increased doc-
umentation for voter registration. And it’s
worth asking which

Give him a chance?

To the Editor:

They keep saying to “give him a chance.”

Let’s look at the public record-not
rumors, social media posts, or partisan
talking points. Just documented events.

The record:

At least seven flights
on Jeffrey Epstein’s plane.
- Invoked the Fifth Amendment more
than 400 times during a single deposi-
tion involving his business practices.
- Convicted on 34 felony counts in the
New York hush-money case, becoming
the first former U.S. president to be crimi-
nally convicted. He also faced 91 criminal
charges across four separate indictments.
- Accused of sexual miscon-
duct or assault by at least 26 women.
- Six corporate bankruptcies involv-
ing businesses that bore his name.
- Five draft deferments
during the Vietnam  War era.
- Twice impeached by the U.S.
House of Representatives, mak-
ing him the first president in American
history to be impeached twice.
- Two Trump Organization companies
were convicted on 17 criminal tax fraud
counts in 2022 and fined $1.6 million.
- Trump University settled fraud claims for
$25 million, and the Trump Foundation
was dissolved after he agreed to pay $2
million for misusing charitable assets.
- Found liable for sexually abusing and
defaming E. Jean Carroll. A jury award-
ed $5 million in damages, followed by
an additional $83.3 million in a sepa-
rate defamation case. The $5 million
judgment was later upheld on appeal.

(Gl Space?

we do,

Contact Mikaela Today,
860-928-1818

- Found liable for business fraud in New York
for inflating the value of his assets. Although
the monetary penalty was later reduced on
appeal, the fraud finding remained in place.
- Granted pardons or commutations to
roughly 1,600 people convicted in con-
nection with January 6, including lead-
ers of the Oath Keepers and Proud Boys
who had been convicted of seditious con-
spiracy. Some recipients have since been
arrested or charged with additional crimes.
- The national debt exceeded $39 tril-
lion, increasing by roughly $11 tril-
lion since his first inauguration.
- Presided over multiple government shut-
downs, including the longest shutdown
in US. history during his first term. In
2026, the federal government shut down
twice, with the second lasting from
mid-February through the end of April.
- Tariffs are estimated to increase costs
for American households. According to
the Yale Budget Lab, the average annu-
al impact is estimated at approximately
$1,700 to $2.,400 per household.

None of these events are secret. They are
matters of public record.

When someone says, “Give him a
chance,” it’s reasonable to ask another
question: How much weight should voters
give this record when deciding whether he
deserves another chance?

Every voter will answer that question dif-
ferently. Make sure your answer is based on
the documented record, then vote accord-

ingly.

BRUCE P. SHAY
POMFRET CENTER

GIANT INDOOR

TAG SALE!
Sunday, August 9
8AM-2PM
Congregation B'nai Shalom
125 Church St., Putnam, CT

THE WOODSTOCK
HiSTORICAL SOCIETY

This month’s installation of
Crazyfor Quilts is the latest in our series of small
spotlight exhibitions of quilts by local quilters

Also on view is our major exhibition
Woodstock Through the Camera’s Eye
in Post-Civil War America

Will are open on Sundays from 10 am. to 1 pm.

The Center for Woodstock History
Palmer Memorial Hall, 523 Route 169
Research appointments and scheduling visits at other times
may be made at our web site
www. centerforwoodstockhistory.com

of our friends, fam-
ily, and neighbors
will be first affected
if we fail to stop the
SAVE Act.

Don’t forget to
vote on November
3rd!

ALYSSA ARENDS
BROOKLYN

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include the author’s
name, address, and a daytime phone num-

ber for purposes of verification in order to be
considered for publication. Only the author’s
name and the town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted without all of the
required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to de-
termine whether a submission satisfies our
requirements and decency standards, and any
submission may be rejected at any time for any
reason he or she might deem appropriate.

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

© & -

Thermostats

Thermometers

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.

Mercury Switches

)
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Fluorescent
Lamps

SPONSORED BY
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Grandmaster Mike Bogdanski dropped in to the Putnam Rec summer camp to teach martial arts. The kids learned basic self defense techniques, some Asian history and philosophy as well
as basic life skills like self-control and respect.

Courtesy

Pluck-A-Duck raffle event bigger than ever

PUTNAM — Quack
Quack! The  Putnam
Business Association

proudly announces the 2026
Pluck-A-Duck Raffle Event
is taking place on Sunday,
Aug. 9 from 9 am.-2 p.m.
and Monday, Aug. 10 at
noon, because one day sim-
ply isn’t enough for this
unique fundraising event.

The PBA Pluck-A-
Duck Raffle Event joins
forces with the Town of
Putnam’s Main Street Car
Cruise on Aug. 9, the larg-
est Classic Car Show in
Connecticut!  Attendees
will enjoy viewing more
than 2,500 classic cars, live
music & more, including
the colossal Kids Corner
in Rotary Park, where free
family fun awaits! Kids
of all ages will delight in
Xen'’s Critters Petting Zoo,
Bounce Houses, Balloons
By Bella, Art by Simone
Facepainting, Destination
Events Co. Photo Booth,
Arts & Crafts Tent,
Popcorn Station, games,
mascots, Balloon Delightz
Stuff-A-Pet, vendors and
exhibitors with fun activ-
ities and giveaways. The
popular Wonderful Waddle
treasure hunt returns this
year, where young attend-
ees will visit various activ-
ities and exhibitors to
have their form stamped.
Completed forms are turned
into the Putnam Business
Association’s Kids Corner
tent, where one lucky win-

One holiday season,
while at the Auburn Mall,
when my son was six years
old, we were shopping with
friends. While I was busy
chatting, my son stopped
to look in a store window
while we continued. When
I glanced down, I saw he
was not with us, and I
began to panic. After a look
around our immediate area,
I retraced my steps, check-
ing the sales desk at each
store. [ was able to find him
quickly because he knew to
go to the register and ask
for help. Crisis averted.

Parents, don’t be afraid to
talk about it, and even role-
play; it can make a differ-
ence. I always like to high-
light this in my strategy:
“Perfect planning prevents

ner will be randomly select-
ed to receive a backpack
filled with school supplies
along with a BMX Kink
Curb Bicycle from Cobble
Classic, valued at $450.
The Wonderful Waddle
forms will be available for
download on the Putnam
Business Association and
Discover Putnam Facebook
pages and day-of-event at
the Wall Of Wishes display.

Is there a special wish
that would make you feel
“just ducky?” Post it on the
Creamery Brook Village
Wall Of Wishes, and a
donation will be made to
Make-A-Wish Connecticut,
in support of creating life
changing wishes for chil-
dren with critical illness-
es. The Wall Of Wishes
was designed and creat-
ed with the assistance of
Putnam Science Academy’s
Director of Visual Arts,
Sarah Stoll, and PSA art
students.

Making a splash once
again is the Celebrity Dunk
Tank, where local celebs
like Attorney Kate Cerrone
of The Northeast Law
Center; Influencer Billy
Palazzo; Lindsey Stark of
Leona’s Bakery and ten
additional area business
owners and professionals
will tempt event-goers to
donate a minimum of $5 for
two chances to make our
celebrities take the plunge.
Or donate $20 or more for
a guaranteed dunk! The

three celebrities that suc-
cessfully raise the most
funds, will have a dona-
tion made in their name to
their preferred charity, from
a grateful Putnam Business
Association. Online dona-
tions can also be made in
support of the celebrities
through Aug. 8 at https://
www.discoverputnam.com/
pbarubberduckrace.

The Aug. 9 event is
the final opportunity to
purchase the 2026 Pluck-
A-Duck Raffle tickets
at stands in Rotary Park,
downtown Putnam on Main
Street, and the roving pho-
to-worthy Duck Mobile.

Are you a Jeep owner?
Don’t miss our Duck,
Duck, Jeep Contest! Jeep
owners are encouraged to
turn heads by creating the
most duck-tastic ride in
town with this rubber duck-
themed decorating contest,
held at this year’s Aug. 9
Main Street Car Cruise.
JEEP owners can deck out
their Jeep with ducks, yel-
low flair, and splashy style,
and compete to win one of
three categories, with tro-
phies & gift cards award-
ed, sponsored by Runnings!

Thousands of rubber
ducks will be released at
our secret duck pond on
Monday, Aug. 10 at noon,
swimming happily and
then plucked for over 130
fantastic prizes, including

the grand prize of a $1,000
VISA Gift Card, sponsored
by Breezeline and Byrnes
Agency/HUB International
Co. Viewers can cheer on
their lucky ducks during
the live broadcast on
WINY Radio 1350 AM &
97.1 FM, and the Putnam
Business Association and
WINY Radio’s Facebook
pages, powered by Jewett
City Savings Bank. The
first 2 viewers respond-
ing to WINY Radio or the
PBA’s Facebook pages cor-
rectly identifying the total
number of ducks floating in
the pond will win a $75 gift
card to ANYA restaurant,
courtesy of J.B. Concrete
Products.

And just when you
think it’s over, the final 9
ducks waddling out of the
pond will be selected for
our popular “Last Lucky
Duck” prizes, sponsored
by D.B.C. Solutions, ERW
LLC and 85 Main. Plus,
one lucky business spon-
sor will be awarded the
Corporate Duck raffle prize
of a $750 VISA Gift Card
and their name engraved on
the Corporate Duck Trophy.

The 2026 Pluck-A-Duck
Raffle Event is the Putnam
Business  Association’s
largest annual fundrais-
er supporting their advo-
cacy for local businesses
and beloved free com-
munity events like the
Great Pumpkin Festival,

Zombie Fashion Show
and SuperHero Day that
draw thousands of visitors
to northeast Connecticut.
Thirty-seven  non-profit
organizations and schools
will also make a splash this
year from selling duck raffle
tickets to raise critical funds
for their mission and those
they serve. Organizations
like Bags of Hope CT, Hale
YMCA Youth & Family
Center, United Services,
Nutmeg Acres Wildlife
Rehabilitation, PAWS Cat
Rescue, Danielson Veterans
Coffee House, Anchors of

Hope, NAMI Windham
County NWC, Cub Scouts
Pack 43, Quinebaug

Valley Senior Center, St.
James Parochial School,
Riley Farm Rescue, VFW
Auxiliary  Post 1523,
TVCCA Meals-On-Wheels
Program, The Arc Eastern
Connecticut, TEEG, Quiet
Corner NEMBA and many
more will also greatly bene-
fit from the 2026 event.

Pluck-A-Duck Raffle
Tickets can be purchased
at these essential non-prof-
it organizations, and local
businesses, including
WINY Radio (45 Pomfret
St., Putnam), Centreville
Bank (40 Main St., Putnam;
100 Averill Rd., Pomfret;
11 Pratt Road, Plainfield
CT and 125 Wauregan

Road, Danielson CT),
bankHometown (182
Main St., Putnam; 13

Canterbury Rd., Brooklyn,

Don’t panic — do this!
Safety tips to teach your children 1f lost

poor performance”.

Stop moving- I taught my
son to stay put. I retraced
my steps, kept scanning,
and was able to find him in
minutes. Then I managed
to bring my jacked anxiety
back to normal.

Identify and Approach
Safe Adults. First, stay
calm- both the parent and
the child should take three
long, very slow breaths.

Teach your children
how to identify safe adults
they can approach for
help. These choices should
include police officers,
store employees, security
personnel, or women with
children. Instruct them to
avoid speaking to strangers
who don’t fit these cate-
gories.

For Advertising
Information
Call 860-928-1818 Ext.
326
email: mikaela@
villagernewspapers.com

Give them a sim-
ple script to use (and
please  practice),
such as, “I'm lost.
Can you help me

shouting  your
first and last
name (like -John
Smith!), not
just Mommy or

find my parents?” Daddy.
Reassure them that Memorize
most adults are kind your phone
and willing to help, number-
but they should still Ensure they
be cautious. TIPS FOR have memo-
Your child must rized your phone
know that leaving , , S,UQC,ES,S . » number. To prac-
a park or building MIKE tice this, you can
with a man is a BOGDANSKI make a game

no-go proposition.

Additionally, show them
how to recognize uniforms
and name tags that indicate
someone’s official role.

Memorize names -

Kids need to know their
full proper names. Not just
their nickname or shortened
kid name, but full first and
last name.

Your children should
know your real first and
last name, not just Mommy
or Daddy.

When kids realize that
you’re not in their line of
sight, they should practice

or a song out
of your number (think the
alphabet song).
Establish a meeting spot-
When visiting crowded
places like parks, malls,
or events, establish a clear
meeting spot (this is my
recommendation for older
children) in case you get
separated. Choose a loca-
tion that is easy to find
and recognizable, such as
the main entrance, a spe-
cific landmark, or the sales
desk in a store. Show your
children the spot when you
arrive and explain that if

they get lost, they should
go there and wait for you.
If they can’t find the meet-
ing spot and you have
already indicated it, they
should seek help from a
safe adult to guide them
there. The very best choice
for assistance is always a
woman with children. A
pre-planned spot serves as
areliable point of reference,
giving you and your child a
known location to reunite.

For you, the parent-

Take a photo right when
you go to an amusement
park so you can show
someone what your child
was wearing. Staff can’t
recognize  similar-look-
ing children but can grab
a color combination much
more easily.

Dress them in bright
colors so they stick out in
a crowd (picture the cop
directing traffic). You can
always use a digital tracker
like an AirTag. You do this
for your luggage; why not
your kids?

One parent can stay in the

835 Riverside Dr., North
Grosvenordale, and 4
Gore Rd., Webster, Mass.),
Sparrow Soaps Company
(350 Kennedy Dr., Putnam),
and Woodstock Creamery
at Valleyside Farm (210
Child Hill Rd., Woodstock),
at upcoming communi-
ty Farmers Markets and
events, and online at www.
discoverputnam.com/pba-
rubberduckrace.

The Putnam Business
Association and our more
than 8,000 feathered
friends extend appreci-
ation to our event spon-
sors Beacon Bank, Tom &
Kathy Borner, Breezeline,
Byrnes Agency/HUB
International, Centreville
Bank, Christopher Heighs
of Webster, Creamery
Brook Village/PierceCare,
Day Kimball Heath, Green
Valley Orthodontics, JTs
Appliance, Jewett City
Savings Bank,New York
Pizza Company, Renewal
By Anderson of Southern
New England, Runnings,
Spicer Propane & Oil, The
Last Green Valley, The
Sunshine Shop, Thompson
Smiles, Xfinity, WD Home
Services LLC and WIN
Waste Innovations, along
with local businesses who
generously donated raffle
prizes in support of this
beloved community tradi-
tion.

spot where you first noticed
your child was missing
while the other parent/adult
retraces your steps.

Please assure your kids
that you are not angry,
only scared for their safe-
ty. Everyone’s emotions
will run high in these sit-
uations, and I will remind
you that in times of stress,
long, slow breathing will
help you manage your
stress. By teaching your
children these essential tips,
you equip them with the
knowledge and confidence
to handle situations where
they may become separat-
ed from you, ensuring their
safety and your peace of
mind during summer out-
ings. Like anything else,
role-playing and regular
practice make these habits
stick.

Mike Bogdanski is a mar-
tial arts Grandmaster and
anti-bullying activist.
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For years, the big ques-
tion hanging over Roth
conversions was a guess-
ing game: would tax rates
jump when the 2017 tax
cuts expired? That uncer-
tainty is gone.

With the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act
(OBBBA) signed into law
in July 2025, the lower
tax brackets we’ve grown
used to are now perma-
nent — including the top
rate, which held at 37 per-
cent instead of climbing to
39.6 percent in 2026 (Tax
Foundation, 2026). For
high earners who are still
in their building years, that
changes the calculation in a
few meaningful ways.

So let’s walk through
how to think about it.

First, a quick refresher

A Roth conversion is
exactly what it sounds like:
you move money from a
traditional IRA or 401(k) —
where you’ll owe ordinary
income tax on every dollar
you eventually withdraw —
into a Roth account, where
the money grows and comes
out tax-free in retirement.
Think of it like paying tax
on the seed instead of the
harvest. You pay tax today
on the amount you con-
vert, and in exchange, all
the future growth escapes
taxation entirely.

One thing a lot of high
earners don’t realize is that
while you may earn too
much to contribute directly
to a Roth, there’s no income
limit on converting to one
(SDO CPA, 2026). That’s
exactly why conversions
are such a useful tool for
higher-income households.
The catch, of course, is that
you’re voluntarily creating

Roth Conversion or not?
How to decide in the new tax landscape

Focus

a tax bill right now, and for
a high earner, that bill can
be steep. So the real ques-
tion is always: will I pay a
lower rate now, or later?

Why the new landscape
tilts the scale

Here’s where perma-
nence matters. In the old
world, you might have
rushed to convert before
rates went up. Now, with
brackets locked in, the deci-
sion is less about beating
a deadline and more about
your own trajectory — and
that’s where it gets inter-
esting.

If we think about three
things, the picture comes
into focus.

First, your own future tax
rate may be higher than you
assume. Many high earn-
ers picture retirement as a
lower-tax chapter. But if
you’re a strong saver, your
traditional accounts can bal-
loon and required minimum
distributions, stacked on top
of Social Security and other
income, can push you right
back into a high bracket
later. Paying 32 percent
now might genuinely beat
paying 35 or 37 percent
on a much larger balance
decades from now.

Second, OBBBA qui-
etly trimmed the value of
itemized deductions for top
earners. Starting in 2026,
taxpayers in the 37 percent

FINANCIAL

bracket face a new lim-
itation that reduces the
benefit of their itemized
deductions (IRS, 2025).
The one thing to con-

HOLLY C. . .
WANEGAR sider there is t,hat the
deductions you’d nor-
INVESTMENT mally lean on to soften
ADVISER a high-income year are

a little less powerful

now, which can make
the clean, predictable cost
of a Roth conversion com-
paratively appealing.

Third, estate goals are
clearer than ever. A Roth
IRA passes to your heirs
income-tax-free, and there’s
no required distribution
during your lifetime. If part
of your plan is leaving a
tax-free gift to the next gen-
eration, conversions are one
of the most elegant ways
to do it.

A real-life example

Let’s make this concrete.
Say you’re 48, married,
with taxable income around
$250,000 — comfortably
in the 24 percent brack-
et, which for 2026 runs
up to $256,225 for joint
filers (IRS, 2025). You’ve
got $600,000 in a tradition-
al IRA you don’t plan to
touch for decades. You're
disciplined, so that account
could realistically grow
well past $2 million by the
time RMDs begin.

This is where a “fill-the-
bracket” approach shines.
Rather than converting a
giant lump sum, you con-
vert just enough each year
to reach the top of your cur-
rent bracket without spilling
into the next one (College
Investor, 2026). In years
when your income dips,
that headroom grows. Pay
tax at today’s known rate
on a smaller balance now,

and everything that grows
afterward comes out tax-
free later.

J.P. Morgan’s Guide to
Retirement illustrates this
relationship well: the lower
your tax rate today rela-
tive to your expected rate in
retirement, the more a con-
version works in your favor,
and the wider that gap, the
bigger the lifetime payoff.

The trade-offs (because
there always are some)

I’d never present this as a
slam-dunk, because it isn’t
one for everyone, especially
during peak earning years.
When wages, bonuses, and
other income are already
stacking up, piling a large
conversion on top can mean
paying tax at your highest
marginal rate, which is the
opposite of smart planning
(Defiant Capital, 2026).

Here are a few things to
consider: Always pay the
conversion tax from outside
the retirement account —
ideally a taxable brokerage
account. If you have to dip
into the IRA to cover the tax,
you lose much of the bene-
fit. A conversion also raises
your taxable income for the
year, which can ripple into
things like Medicare pre-
mium surcharges (IRMAA)
down the road or the 3.8%
net investment income tax.
And remember, once you
convert, it’s permanent —
recharacterizations were
eliminated back in 2018 —
SO accurate income projec-
tions really matter.

This is genuinely a “show
me the numbers for my sit-
uation” decision. There’s no
rule of thumb that replaces
modeling it against your
actual income, balances,
and timeline.

WWW.VILLAGERNEWSPAPERS.COM

Your next step

If you’re a high earn-
er with sizable traditional
retirement balances, this is
worth mapping out, ideal-
ly before year-end, when
conversion timing matters
most. Action is the best
remedy to anxiety: you
don’t need every answer
first, you just need to start
the conversation.

At  WHZ  Strategic
Wealth Advisors, our “Plan
Well. Invest Well. Live
Well.™” process coordi-
nates tax-smart strategies
like Roth conversions with
your broader plan, so each
piece works together. We’d
be glad to help you decide
whether a conversion fits
— that’s just one way we
work to deliver “Absolute
Confidence. Unwavering
Partnership. For Life.”
Schedule a complimentary
discovery  session  at
whzwealth.com or call us at
(860) 928-2341.

Authored by WHZ Vice

President &  Associate
Financial Advisor Holly
C. Wanegar, CFP®. Al
may have been used in the
research and initial drafting
of this piece. These materi-
als are general in nature and
do not address your specific
situation. For your specific
investment needs, please
discuss your individual cir-
cumstances with your finan-
cial advisor. WHZ Strategic
Wealth Advisors does not
provide tax or legal advice,
and nothing in the accom-
panying pages should be
construed as specific tax or
legal advice. Securities and
advisory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Adviser. 697 Pomfret
St., Pomfret Center, CT
06259 and 392-A Merrow
Rd., Tolland, CT 06084,
860.928.2341. http://www.
whzwealth.com.

LiR-QV Open
House

DANIELSON — The public is welcome to attend a
Fall Open House sponsored by Learning in Retirement
(LiR-QV) on Friday, Aug. 21, at 1 p.m. in the Killingly
Community Center, 185 Broad St., Danielson.

All are welcome to hear about the Fall programs and
enjoy a presentation by noted storyteller and journalist
Mike Allen, on The Importance of Connecticut to the
Revolution. Connecticut played an important role in win-
ning independence from the British Empire. Many local
figures contributed to the formation of the new country,
while Connecticut earned the nickname “the provision
state” because of its supplies of food and ammunition to
the Continental Army. Light refreshments will be served

following the program.

LiR-QV programs are held on Monday and Fridays,
from September through November. Space is limited. For
further information about LiR visit lir-qv.org

Community
Connection
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
JEWELERS™ =

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

EimbeRCoine:

Hardware

o

Boards *

[EAIE

Lumber e Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall * Ceilings * Flooring

Windows * Doors * Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber
Timbers  Industrial Lumber

ol e de8

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

rse
Building Materials & Supplies N

* Cements * Siding * Roofing

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line

Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

—

00-764-3231RTE B bIPa P
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Embroidery J4&&
Sl’JOF \
We're here to service all of your

heat transfer and embroidery
#%  needs, jobs big and small!

Covmier JEWELERS

WEBUY GOLD

0

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and
more since 1947!

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA

(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

Email:Mikaelo@villagernewspapers.com
Phone:(860) 928-1818
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

S a1

S S —— O

O 256 FISTFORIC OEFICE BUIL DS
FOR SALE

G

Listing price: $450,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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Regis College
students named
to Spring
Dean’s List

WESTON, Mass. — Regis College announces the stu-
dents named to the Dean’s List for the spring 2026 semes-
ter, including Shannon Cunniff (Class of 2027) and Gracie
Scott (Class of 2028), both of Woodstock.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must earn a GPA
of 3.5 or higher. First-year students qualify with a GPA of
3.25 or higher.

Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph nearly a century
ago, Regis College educates students to lead with integrity,
purpose, and compassion. Through an inclusive and innova-
tive learning community, Regis prepares graduates to build
meaningful careers and make a positive impact in the world.

Emmanuel College
announces Spring
Dean's List

BOSTON, Mass. — In recognition of their outstanding
academic achievement, Emmanuel College has named
more than 850 students to the Dean’s List for the Spring
2026 semester, including Sofia Thurber of Thompson and
Gabriel DiPierdomenico of Woodstock.

To earn a spot on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel students
must achieve a grade point average of 3.5 or higher for a
16-credit semester.

With more than 80 majors and areas of study, Emmanuel
College combines outstanding classroom instruction and
real-world experience to prepare students for lives of
professional achievement, lifelong learning, and purpose.
Voted the #1 college location in America in 2026 by Niche.
com, Emmanuel offers ready access to world class medical,
cultural, and business organizations in the Heart of Boston,
all with a tight-knit 17-acre campus and 13:1 student-to-fac-
ulty ratio. Learn more at Emmanuel.edu.

SEINNID US YOU R INEWS!tIYY
Email Us

brendan@
villagernewspapers.com

Fast Brookfield Massachusetts

Refail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT:

(774) 2007308

R G

Pomiret student named to
Dean’s List at Washington
University in St. Louis

ST. LOUIS, Mo. — Yishen Zhao of Pomfret was named
to the dean’s list for the spring 2026 semester at Washington
University in St. Louis. Zhao is enrolled in the university’s
McKelvey School of Engineering.

To qualify for the Dean’s List in the McKelvey School
of Engineering, students must earn a semester grade point
average of 3.6 or above and be enrolled in at least 12 graded
units.

About WashU

Among the world’s leaders in teaching, research, patient
care and service to society, WashU is committed to address-
ing scientific, social and economic challenges locally,
nationally and globally and educating the next generation
of purpose-driven leaders.

WashU draws students and faculty to St. Louis from all
50 states and more than 100 countries. The total student
body is more than 16,000 and about 4,500 faculty teach
in nine schools: Arts & Sciences; Brown School; Bursky
School of Public Health, McKelvey School of Engineering;
Olin Business School; Sam Fox School of Design & Visual
Arts; School of Continuing & Professional Studies; School
of Law and the School of Medicine.

The university offers more than 90 programs and some
1,500 courses leading to bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral
degrees in a broad spectrum of traditional and interdisci-
plinary fields, with additional opportunities for minor con-
centrations and individualized programs.

The work and research of 26 Nobel laureates has been
associated with WashU. The university is deeply rooted in
St. Louis, serving as an economic anchor, global talent mag-
net and contributor to the city’s vibrant culture and com-
munities. Learn more about WashU by visiting washu.edu.
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RIDE

continued from page Al

without the communities that welcome it along the way,”
said Suzanne Stone, President and CEO of Livestrong.
“Every stop gives people an opportunity to honor the
firefighters and first responders affected by September 11
while supporting organizations that continue to serve them.
We hope people will see this as a chance to come together
around something that matters: honoring the heroes we lost,
and standing with those still fighting today.”

“Friends of Firefighters was born out of 9/11 with the
promise that firefighters would never have to face the
weight of the job alone,” said Nancy Carbone, Executive
Director of Friends of Firefighters. “In the last 25 years, we
have lost nearly 800 members of the FDNY to September
11th and 9/11 cancer, and job-related cancer remains one
of the greatest risks our firefighters face every single day.
Whether you ride, volunteer, or donate, you're providing
hands-on support for the physical and mental toll cancer
takes on our first responders.”

To register, volunteer, donate or view the local route
through northeastern Connecticut, visit 911ride.org.

About Livestrong

Founded in 1997, Livestrong has supported more than
10 million people living with, through, and beyond cancer,
providing the trusted information, programs, and commu-
nity that help survivors navigate every stage of the journey.
Livestrong helped establish survivorship as a formal field of
study in cancer care and continues to

expand access to the practical and emotional support
that cancer survivors and their families deserve. Because
surviving is just the beginning. To learn more or to donate,
visit Livestrong.org.

an interest in preserving
our local heritage. Through
community support, edu-
cational  programming,
and historical research, we

HISTORY

continued from page Al

Richard Weinberg.
The Historical Society

invites everyone to join
us for our next public pro-
gram on Saturday, Aug. 8,
featuring Richard Franklin
Donahue. His presentation,
“Music and Hymns from
the American Revolution,”
will feature period music,
historical interpretation, and
authentic clothing from the
Revolutionary era, offering
an engaging look at the lives
of those who lived through
America’s founding.

The Killingly Historical
and Genealogical Society
welcomes new members,
volunteers, and anyone with

continue to ensure that the
stories of Killingly’s past
remain alive for future gen-
erations.

As the United States com-
memorates the 250th anni-
versary of the American
Revolution, the Killingly
Historical and Genealogical
Society looks forward to
presenting programs that
explore our nation’s found-
ing while preserving the
unique history of Killingly
for generations to come.

Please learn more about
us, and visit our Web site,
KillinglyHistorical.org.

FIRE

continued from page Al

dispute over the hiring process for a new chief and the per-
ceived lack of support from the town. Kevin McNeill was
eventually appointed chief.

Despite the recent controversies, the department was able
to respond and manage the scene effectively. The depart-
ment’s official release did not shy away from addressing the
controversy stating that, despite everything, the department
remains focused on protecting the community.

“The Danielson Fire Department extends its sincere
appreciation to all of our mutual aid partners for their
rapid response, professionalism, and teamwork. Since
early May, the department has been focused on rebuilding
and strengthening relationships with neighboring agencies
through collaboration, joint training, and a shared commit-
ment to providing the highest level of service to our com-
munities. Today’s incident serves as a powerful example of
those efforts and demonstrates what can be accomplished
when agencies train together and respond as one unified
team,” the department wrote.

The cause of the Hawkins Street fire remains under
investigation by the Killingly Fire Marshal’s Office and the
Connecticut Office of the State Fire Marshal.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

KILLINGLY

continued from page Al

first person to be given the
title of “First Lady” by the
American press. (lancaster-
history.org...)

Wheatland  (no
s) was built in 1828 in a
Federal style and was
acquired by Buchanan in
1848 while he was Secretary
of State under President
Polk. There are aspects of
the interior which remind
me of Bowen’s Roseland
Cottage in Woodstock (the
Pink House). The guided
tour we took spent quite a
while in the dining room
where the table was already
set. The guide said that it
was common to have din-
ners served by courses as
it was easier to keep the
food warm that way. It had
to come from the kitchen
in the basement, by way
of steep stairs, to the but-
ler’s pantry adjacent to the
dining room where there
was a small stove which
could keep food warm. I
was intrigued by a large
oval, glass bowl-about 4
inches deep, at each place
setting, since I’d never seen
one. It was for rinsing out
your wine glass between
courses. I was unable to

climb the stairs to the sec-
ond floor but was given a
very informative ‘“virtual”
tour on an ipad. A cos-
tumed docent explained the

clothing of the day, which
included very wide hoop
skirts for women (think
Mrs. Lincoln). A woman
had to put on what looked
like a cage, then a number
of petticoats, then her dress
to achieve the desired full-
ness. [ don’t know how
she would have been able
to sit down! I’'m very glad
that I didn’t have to wear
that. I was very glad that I
had taken the time to visit
the house. If you're in the
Lancaster area, you might
also enjoy it. (Visit lancas-
terhistory.org for photos
and more).

I thought I
would see what the head-
lines were in early August
1966, a year many of
you might well remem-
ber. The Aug. 4 Windham
County Transcript front
page carried the headline,
“Ground Breaking today
for Building to expand
Rogers Headquarters
Here.” The plans were
for a 10,000 square foot
addition.  Another head-
line read, “Airplane For
Missionaries Set to Arrive
Here Sunday. This coming
Sunday, August 7, is the
day when a Piper Cub air-
plane, purchased for the use
of the LaSalette Fathers on
the island of Madagascar,
is scheduled to arrive at
the Danielson Airport at
3 pm. The Rev. Armand
Nadeau, M..S., pastor of St.
James Parish, previously
announced that the plane

had been bought and that
the transaction had been
made with trading stamps,
mostly 3,000,000 of the
well-known S & H Green
Stamps.” Imagine, buying
a plane with green stamps!
“Reopening of Soap Street
Termed ‘Not Reasonable
by Highway Commissioner
Ives ...Soap Street was
closed to permit the con-
struction of a bridge over
Route 52 (now 395) which
is in a twenty-foot cut at
that location. .. The possibil-
ity of temporarily reopen-
ing Town Farm Road has
also been considered. It has
been found, however, that
it crosses Route 52 where
there is a twenty-foot fill.”
Did any of you ever use
Town Farm Road? If you're
new to the area or a young-
er resident, think of Owen
Bell Park in Dayville and
the location of the Killingly
Town Highway Garage on
Route 12. Town Farm Road
cut from 101 to 12in that
area.

“Marshall C. Dowe
Dies at 44 from Accident
Injuries...Marshall C.
Dowe, popular owner of
Dowe’s Inc., a century-old
Danielson Main Street
business, died last Friday
of injuries sustained on July
17 after the motorcycle he
was driving struck a dog
on Cucumber Hill Road in
Foster, R.I...The business
was founded by his grand-
father Marshall P. Dowe in
1860.”

(All p. 1. Visit killingly.
historyarchives.online cour-
tesy of the Killingly Public
Library for photos).

Do you remember
Quinnequack Farm Stand
west of Dayville (corner of
Lake Road)? They were
advertising sweet corn and
fresh vegetables. (p.2).
The movie of the week at
the Orpheum in Danielson
was “The Russians are
Coming, The Russians are
Coming.” The Parkway on
Route 12 had Elvis Presley
in Paradise Hawaiian Style
scheduled during the com-
ing week. Sundown Beach
at Alexander’s Lake was
advertising docks, floats,
and a waterwheel. Roller
Skating Every Wednesday
and Sunday evenings. (p.2).
Perhaps you have fond
memories of some of these
entertainments. Please feel
free to share them.

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, August 2026.
For additional informa-
tion email me at marga-
retmweaver @ gmail.com or
visit the Killingly Historical
Center at 196 Main St.,
Danielson, Wednesday or
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. or
call 860-779-7250. Like us
at Facebook www facebook.
com/killinglyhistoricalsoci-
ety. For Windham County
Transcripts visit  killing-
ly.historyarchives.online
courtesy of the Killingly
Public Library.
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attention?

Print Advertising is a

-~ very powerful medium and can
I deliver strongly for you business.
Consumer immersion n trusted content has
A assive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness
of Its associated advertising. Media attention scores as applied to
ar consumers of each medium, with print newspapers topping the
Aanle with a score of 80%, followed by regional print newspapers (76%).
www. VillagerNewspapers.com
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Our beautiful Mom
left us on Saturday the
11th of July at the age
of 96. We will honor
her privately this week
and hope to hold a more
extensive  memorial
next summer.

A great lady, she was
Kathanne, Kate, even
Annie to some; to most
she was Kathy, and
to us Maman, Mom,
Mama, Nanni.

After graduating in
Physics from Wellesley
College, she worked at
Harvard University, but
chose to devote her life
to her husband Richard
(Dick) and to raising a
family abroad. She was
@] bold and courageous
in all her undertakings,
learning fluent French
and adapting to life in
Paris in the 50s and 60s. Over 55 years as
a US expat, she lived in France, Belgium
and the United Kingdom. Her volunteer-
ing skills led to commendations from the

OBITUARIES

Kathanne Harter Webster
26 Apr 1930 - 11 Jul 2026

US State Department for her work on vot-
ing rights and citizenship transmission for
all Americans living abroad. She is widely
loved and much celebrated in American
Women’s clubs across the globe.

Kathy is remembered as a highly intel-
ligent and beautiful lady - graceful and
always elegant, an unparalleled hostess,
an accomplished reader and speaker, thus
setting a really high bar for all around her.
Strong willed, determined and opinion-
ated, she was an inspiration to many and
certainly paved the way for us daughters
to become spirited women in our own
rights.

She will be missed by her many friends
and relatives. She leaves behind a cosmo-
politan family of four daughters (Claire
in France, Susan in CT, Lucy in RI,
Amy in Switzerland), ten grandchildren
(Olivia, Daniel, Aymeric, Severin, Bastien,
Georgia, Salomé, Celia, Loriane, Julia)
and fifteen great-grandchildren (Sacha,
Ella, Isidore, Elina, Eli, Marlo, Come,
Aria, Jane, Isla, Ascanio, Alma, Lawrence,
Oliver, Lia). Plus our spouses, whom she
also loved dearly.

Our gratitude and love for Mom/ Mama/
Nanni are limitless and eternal.

bridgepress.news

Send all obituary notices to Villager
Newspapers, PO Box 90, Southbridge, A" A
MA 01550, or by e-mail to obits@stone- A 4
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Funeral Homes and Crematory
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“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

“A century of dedication, compassion and guidance.”

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

LEGALS

Lynda M. Blackmar
August 17, 1948 - July 26, 2026

Killingly - Lynda
| (Ayers) Blackmar, 77,
of 93 Maple Court,
: Killingly, died Sunday,
oo | July 26, 2026. She
was the loving wife
of Robert Blackmar.
Born in Putnam, CT,
she was the daughter
of Shirley (Mountford) Ayers and the late
John Ayers.

Lynda started her professional career
early in life as a waitress at Deary Bros
in downtown Putnam. From there Lynda
worked in retail, as a para at Putnam High
School, and for many years she worked as
a CNA at Matulaitis Nursing Home.

Lynda had many passions in life. Perhaps
her greatest passion was in music and
dance. She loved music from the 60’s and
70’s, especially the Beach Boys and Neil
Diamond. Lynda
and her husband,
Bob, traveled all
over the country,
making countless
memories and shar-
ing them with their
two sons, Kevin
and  Kristopher.
Lynda was quite
passionate  about
her sons’ activities.
She served as Den-
Mother to Troop
21 in Putnam for
the Boy Scouts of
America. She also
served as Treasurer
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SMITH AND WALKER

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
148 Grove Street, Putnam, CT 860-928-2442
www.smithandwalkerfh.com

L A

GAGNON AND COSTELLO

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
33 Reynolds Street, Danielson, CT 06239 860-774-9403

Funeral Directors
Timothy Farner, Steven Farner, Andrew Farner

Serving ALL Faiths with Dignity

of the WPTP football program, also in
Putnam. She would always be found at
Murphy Park anytime her boys were on
any field.

Lynda is survived by two sons, Kevin
and Wendy of Pomftret, CT, Kristopher and
Christy Rust of Putnam, CT; sisters, Susan
Ayers of Manchester, CT, Nancy Wendus
and Bruce of Pomfret, CT, Patricia Cream
and Danny of Texas, Elaine Ayers of Texas;
brother, Douglas Ayers of Pomfret; grand-
son, Gavin Blackmar.

She was predeceased by her brothers,
Wayne and Ronald Ayers.

A celebration of life for Lynda will
be held at a later date. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial donations may be made to
the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America.
For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Paul Fitze

80 years old of Eastford, CT.

Passed away May 26, 2026.

Husband of Maria Fitze of Eastford, CT
Born in Dodge City, Kansas.

Son of Henry and Elsie Fitze.
Survived by Ruth Group
Service will take place on August 8th at
10am at the Federated Church of Christ
in Brooklyn, CT.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF POMFRET
PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION
The Pomfret Planning & Zoning
Commission will hold the following

Public Hearing(s) at the

regular meeting on August 19, 2026,

starting at 7:00 PM.

1. 26-5SP of Rory Apperson

requesting a Special Permit to con-

struct an 864 square foot barn with

a loft on property located at 249

Peterson Rd.

A copy of this application is on file in

the office of the Planning & Zoning

Commission, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret

Center, Connecticut. The file is avail-

able for review during normal business

hours.

Town of Pomfret

Planning & Zoning Commission

Dated this 30th day of July 2026
Sarah Healey, Assistant Land

Use Clerk

August 7, 2026

August 14, 2026

TOWN OF POMFRET
PLANNING & ZONING
COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Pomfret Planning & Zoning
Commission
At the July 29, 2026 meeting
of the Pomfret Planning & Zoning
Commission, the following legal

action(s) were taken:

1. 26-4TA of the Pomfret
Planning and Zoning Commission
seeking to modify the Zoning
Regulations to conform with man-
dated housing legislation per PA25-
1 (HB8002). Modify the Definition of
Mobile Home, Add definition of Mixed
Use Development, Add Section 12.30
Mixed Use Development, Add Mixed
Use Development to each of the
Commercial Districts, modify Section
15.10.4 residential parking require-
ments to conform with PA25-1, modify
Section 13.5.3 Notification to Abutters
to comply with current case law.
APPROVED

Dated at Pomfret, Connecticut

July 29, 2026

Sarah Healey, Land Use Clerk
Planning & Zoning Commission
August 7, 2026

Town of Putham
Planning & Zoning Commission
Legal Notice
The Town of Putnam Planning &
Zoning Commission will hold a Hybrid
Meeting on August 19, 2026, at 7:00
P. M. in Room 201 at the Putham
Municipal Complex, located at 200
School Street, Putnam, CT. A public
hearing is scheduled for the following:
Docket # 2026-11 Jacob Paradise re-
quest for a Customary Home Occupa-
tion Permit in accordance with Section
706 of the Town of Putnam Zoning
Regulations to operate a small engine
repair business. Property located at
125 Heritage Road, Town Assessors
Map 038, Lot 007, Zoned R-40.
Patricia Hedenberg, Chairperson
August 7, 2026
August 14, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

Nalio D’Orazio (26-00254)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated June 29, 2026, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Anthony N D’Orazio
c/o EDWIN C HIGGINS, EDWIN C.
HIGGINS l1lI, 168 MAIN STREET,
P.O. BOX 528,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
August 7, 2026

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Westley S Ferris (26-00299)
The Hon. Carolanne Rowe, Judge
of the Court of Probate,District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated July 22, 2026, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to

promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Michelle Rodriguez
c/o MICHELE ANN PALULIS,
ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS,
LLC,
158 MAIN STREET, SUITE 2,
P. 0. BOX 616,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
August 7, 2026

TOWN OF KILLINGLY
BOROUGH OF DANIELSON
SOUTH KILLINGLY FIRE DISTRICT
TAX NOTICE
The first quarter installment of real
estate and personal property taxes
for the Town of Killingly, the Borough
of Danielson, and South Killingly Fire
District listed on the October 1, 2025
Grand List are due August 1, 2026.
Also motor vehicle taxes are due
August 1, 2026. Taxes will become
delinquent after September 1, 2026.
All bills are subject to interest at the
rate of 18% per annum, 1.5% per
month or any fraction of a month, from
the due date of August 1, 2026. A min-
imum of $2.00 interest will be charged
for each delinquent bill and installment.
FAILURE TO RECEIVE A BILL DOES
NOT RELIEVE OR EXCUSE THE
OBLIGATION OF TAX OR INTEREST

DUE PER STATE STATUTE 12-130.
Payments will be received in the
Revenue Office, 172 Main Street
Killingly CT 06239, during the posted
hours, by mail, online, or in our drop
box.
Please visit our website for full details
and online payments at www.killingly.
org.
April Lamothe, CCMC
Revenue Collector
Town of Killingly
July 24, 2026
August 7, 2026
August 28, 2026

TOWN OF POMFRET
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids for the lease of three
town-owned agricultural parcels will be

received by the Town of Pomfret at the
Office of the First Selectman, Pomfret
Town Hall, Five Haven Road, Pomfret
Center, CT 06259 until 1:00 PM, Local
Prevailing Time, on Monday, August
24, 2026. Bidders are invited to submit
bids for one, two or three of the three
available parcels.

The four-year term of said leases will
commence in the Spring of 2027 and
expire in the Fall of 2031. Descriptions
of properties for lease, bid specifi-
cations, and proposal packages are
available at the Pomfret Town Hall,
First Selectmen’s Office, Five Haven
Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 and
are available on-line at www.pomfretct.
gov/departments/first-selectmans-of-
fice

No Bidder may withdraw his/her bid for
a period of forty-five (45) days after the
actual date of the Bid opening. The
Town of Pomfret reserves the right to
waive all formalities or to reject any or
all Bids.

Dated at Pomfret, Connecticut
Maureen Nicholson

This 7th day of August, 2026

First Selectman

August 7, 2026

Town of Putnam
Zoning Board of Appeals
Legal Notice
The Town of Putnam Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a hybrid meeting on
August 18, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. in Room
201 on the second floor at the Putnam
Municipal Complex, located at 200
School Street, Putnam, CT. A public
hearing will take place on the following:
Appeal # 2026-006 Joseph Scott &
Chery L. Pempek request for a vari-
ance from the required 50’ side yard
setback down to 35’ for the construc-
tion of a 24 X 30’ 1.5 story garage.
Property is located at 90 Five Mile Riv-
er Road, Town Assessors Map 32, Lot
73, Zoned AG-2.
Scott Zadora, Chairman
August 7, 2026
August 14, 2026



A12 «Friday, August 7, 2026 VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Superior Products. Exceptional Service?

SALE

windows
& doors

e,
um\-m:}l:

This is our 31-Day Sale, and that
means it won’t last! Summer is
almost over, making it the perfect
time to update your windows and
doors. Take advantage of our special
discounts & financing now!

There are weekend & evening
appointments available.
Book yours before August 31!

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, — PLUS —

OO}ZON(E)FF $45 OFF

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR!

. PAY NOTHING FOR 12 MONTHS!:

PLUS
| NO Money Down ¢« NO Monthly Payments ¢ NO Interest

Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before 12-month promo period expires.

e Our windows are custom-built with our
exclusive Fibrex® material and available
in 9 exterior colors, 6 interior colors or
3 stainable wood interior options.

e Our SmartSun™ glass is 70% more
energy efficient than ordinary dual-pane
glass in the warmer months.?

* In addition to quality windows and
exceptional service, we also provide the
Nation’s Best Warranty* coverage.

LESS THAN a month left to book your
FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

959-456-0067

ACCLAIM ENSEMBLE

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS —ENTRY DOORS —

EXCLUSIVELY FROM RENEWAL by ANDERSEN EXCLUSIVELY FROM RENEWAL by ANDERSEN

'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 6 or more. Buy 3 windows or doors and get the second 3 windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off - applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. $45 off each window or door discount valid during
first appointment only. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 8/31/26 with the purchase then occurring on or before 9/10/26. Products are marketed, sold and installed
(but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245, RI 36079. All residents of islands will be
subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2026 Andersen Corporation. ©2026 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

?Plan 4521. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 14.26% - 21.19% APR (interest rates range from 15.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Loans for
the GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, or familial status. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS
#1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed to banks and other financial institutions for their use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is a financial technology company
that manages the GreenSky® consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to banks and other financial institutions that make or hold program loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms
are determined by program lenders.

%Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration”
Default Tables. *lt is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color,
insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details.




