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Complimentary to homes by request

Courtesy

The VFW Auxiliary Post
10088 from Thompson
voted to donate $100 to the
Vietnam Memorial Wall that
Heals that will be arriving
In Putnam in September of
this year. VFW Auxiliary
members Erica Groh & Ida
Ransom presented Mayor
Barney Seney with a check.
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Pomfret Historical Society
hosts program on music of

Connecticut’s

POMFRET The
Pomfret Historical Society
(PHS) will host a concert
by tenor and harpsichordist
Richard Donahue on Aug.
23 at 3 p.m. in the Pomfret
Old Town House (OTH), 11
Town House Dr., Pomfret
Center.

The concert is the last in
the Summer Concert Series,
“Music of the Revolution,”
sponsored by the Pomfret
250 Commission. The
well-attended concerts at
the OTH have explored
multiple genres of music
listened to and performed
by America’s Revolutionary
heroes and ordinary people
from the late 1700’s to the
mid 1800’s.

What a Glorious Crash
They Made: Musick of
Connecticut’s Revolution
features a collection of
“New Songs” and Hymns
published in Connecticut
during the American

Revolution. From the time
of the Stamp Act through
the British surrender at
Yorktown, Connecticut’s
seditious colonists used
these works to foment rebel-
lion, commemorate victory,
and give thanks for pres-
ervation. Music Historian
Richard Franklin Donohue,
will share his original
research and explore this
fiery repertoire that in the
words of John Adams “cul-
tivated the sensations of
Freedom.” The program
spans the Revolutionary war
years with selections like
John Dickinson’s “Liberty
Song,” William
Billings’ Chester, Andrew
Law’s “Middletown,” and
several popular British tunes
with “new” texts reflecting
the cause of freedom.
Richard Franklin
Donohue is a singer, pri-
vate music instructor, and
historian. A life -long per-

Revolution

former, Richard specializ-
es in historic music rang-
ing from Middle English
Carols to 19th century
romantic music. He studied
music at the University of
Connecticut and has been
teaching Piano, Voice, and
Music Theory since 1992.
He is the Town Historian in
his hometown of Cromwell,
Connecticut and has been
the President and Program
Director of the Cromwell
Historical Society for twen-
ty years. He is the author
of “Rosetown Review,” a
monthly history article pub-
lished in the Cromwell Life
newspaper and presents his-
torical lectures throughout
New England on a wide
range of topics.

The concert is one
of many collaborations
between the Pomfret 250
Commission and Pomfret
Historical Society which
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Killingly loosens
treatment plant
moratorium limits

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — The town of Killingly has
received small but significant updates regarding
their wastewater treatment plant capacity over the
last couple of months. As plans continue to take
form regarding an upgrade to the facility, town offi-
cials confirmed that they have loosened the morato-
rium and new applications for increased usage are
currently being approved.

In July, Town Administrator Brian Palaia told the
Town Council that staff had been working through
versions of a basis of design memo from a consult-
ing engineer which was set to be addressed by the
Water Pollution Control Authority at their meeting
later in the month. During the Town Council’s
Aug. 11 meeting, Palaia confirmed the WPCA
had received the memo but had limited discussion.
Among the major points was the consideration of
bringing in a third party to review the consultant’s
draft.

Palaia described the memo as an examination of
what could be built into the expansion.

“This is at least a discussion of how much addi-
tional capacity to plan for - is it a million gallons a
day or two million gallons a day more,” Palaia told
the Council in August. “There are various flow pro-

jections in there based on a detailed analysis of what
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Chelsea Groton Foundation awards
grant to Ragged Hill Woods program

nity. We are very grateful for this
award which will allow us to keep
tuition costs as low as possible to
allow access to more participants.
This is the second year that we
have received support from this
Foundation and as you can see, it
made a lot of campers smile.

Our fall homeschool days for
children in second through fifth
grades will run from 12:30 — 3:30
p.m.on Mondays as follows: Sept.
14 — Nature Detective Training,
September 21 — Mapmakers and
Trailblazers, Sept. 28 — Tree
Time Travelers, October 5 —
Forest Feasts: Seeds, Nuts, and
Survival, Oct. 19 — Forest Floor
Recycling Crew and Oct. 26 —
Rocks, Roots and Hidden Trails.
Cost is $45 per child per class or
$250 for all six weeks. Topics are
being selected for our six week
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POMFRET CENTER — As
our summer camp program ends
at the Windham-Tolland 4-H
Camp, we move on to con-
centrating on our Ragged Hill

Woods Environmental Education
Programs We are excit-
ed to acknowledge receipt of a
$5,000 grant from the Chelsea
Groton Foundation to support our

Ragged Hill Woods program.
The Foundation’s mission is to
support their ongoing commit-
ment in partnership to the long
term growth in the local commu-

Wednesday afternoon programs
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. for chil-
dren from Kindergarten to grade
6 from Sept. 9 to Oct. 21. All
programs are held rain or shine.
You can email raggedhillwoods@
gmail.com to inquire about topics
and specific dates for this series.

Emilio wins
50th District
Primary,
MacCormick
announces
Congressional
campaign

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — The contest over who
will represent the Republican Party
in this year’s 50th District State
Representative race resulted in over-
whelming support for a last-minute
candidate after the party’s original
choice stirred controversy for his
anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric.

Jadon MacCormack was the ini-
tial endorsed candidate by local
Republican Town Committees to
challenge longtime Democratic
incumbent Pat Boyd for the seat,
which represents Ashford, Brooklyn,
Eastford, Hampton, Mansfield,
Pomfret, and Woodstock.

Back in June, MacCormack post-
ed anti-LGBTQ+ statements on his
social media coinciding with the cel-
ebration of Pride Month. The con-
troversy also drew attention to past
statements he has made in public
forums including endorsing the use
of capital punishment for members
of the LGBTQ+ community. This
led to calls from both parties for him
to step down from the race.

MacCormack made it clear he was
in the race for the long haul, leading
the GOP to promote a new candidate,
former Pomfret Selectman Tony
Emilio, to challenge MacCormack
in what quickly became one of the
most publicized primaries in the
region in years.

The primary was held on Aug.
11 where Emilio earned 458 votes
to MacCormack’s 122, a 78.97 to
21.03 percent split according to
results posted by the Secretary of
State’s Office. Emilio also carried
every single town in the district with
the closest margin a 60 to 40 percent
split in Mansfield where only 15
votes were cast.

Emilio responded to the win on
social media, thanking the party for
their support and pledging to put in a
hard-fought race for the seat.

“Throughout this campaign, I have
heard from residents who want a
representative who will listen, work
hard, defend our towns, and focus on
results. I hope to bring integrity back
to this role and provide the 50th
District with the full attention, com-
mon sense, and steady leadership
it deserves,” Emilio wrote. “Public
service is about much more than
winning political points. It is about
respecting every resident, listening
to different perspectives, and work-
ing together to find solutions that
strengthen our communities.”

MacCormick did not shy away
from embracing his controversial
and aggressive approach in response
to the loss. On his own social media
pages, he lambasted the local GOP
and directed negative comments
towards Emilio. He also announced
his candidacy for the 2028 race
for Second Congressional District, a
seat currently held by Democrat Joe
Courtney who is being challenged
by Republican George Austin in
November.

MacCormack declared himself
“the true winner in this Republican
Party” and said the goal of his
impending Congressional campaign
was to “reform” the party and “Make
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TOWN OF POMFRET
POSITION OPENING — HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Qualified self-starter wanted for Town of Pomfret Highway Depart-
ment. Must hold Class B CDL license/valid medical card and have
a background in operating heavy equipment.  Position includes,
but is not limited to, assignments on all municipal road work includ-
ing road grading, snowplowing, landscaping, building maintenance,
and any other duties as needed and assigned. Five years of driving/
equipment operation experience is preferred. Thirty-five hour work
week but must be available to work nights and weekends as needed,
able to lift up to 100 pounds, possess mechanical aptitude in heavy
equipment repair, pass a DOT physical and drug screen, and con-
sent to random drug/alcohol testing as required by the DOT. Salary
dependent upon qualifications and experience. Attractive benefit
package. Interested persons should forward resume/application and
three references to the Selectman’s Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret
Center, CT 06259 on or before August 26, 2026. Application form

available at www.pomfretct.gov/first-selectmans-office . EEO/AA

TOWN OF POMFRET
PART-TIME ASSISTANT TREASURER

The Town of Pomfret seeks to hire a PT Assistant Treasurer. Re-
sponsibilities include receipt and deposit of town funds, recon-
ciliation of accounts, processing purchase orders and invoices for
disbursement, transfer of funds and entry of expenses into town’s
accounting system, and perform any and all duties as may be re-
quired with this position and as required under CT General Statutes.
Work in cooperation with municipal officials and provides financial
reports as needed. Must be able to work independently. Flexible
work hours. Offices closed on Fridays. Knowledge of Tyler Infinite
Vision Accounting Software preferred. Five years of related expe-
rience in accounting/bookkeeping, municipal work is a plus. Salary
dependent upon qualifications and experience. Interested persons
should forward resume/application and three references to the Se-
lectman’s Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 or email
Selectmansclerk@pomfretct.gov on or before August 31, 2026. Ap-
plication and full job description is available at www.pomfretct.gov/
first-selectmans-office . EEO/AA

CLUES ACROSS

28. Austin-based athlete
33. Postscript

34. Follows 18

36. People of Gambia

37. Popular actor Nicolas

1. A vast desert in Africa

7. Reciprocal of a sine

10. Type of phone

12. Biblical figure

13. One who renounces a religious

belief 38. Platform for a lectern
14. Warren and Monroe are two 39. Taxi
15. Wild ox 40. American songwriter Sammy

16. Dismounted a horse
17. Cave dweller
18. Where infants sleep

41. Iranian city
44, Heavy clubs
45. One who is expelled

19. Popular type of shoe 48. In bed

21. Clumsy large person 49, Lifelessness
22. Evil-like 50. Former CIA
27. Integrated circuit 51. Most slick

CLUES DOWN

1. Slovenly person
2. In addition

25. You can call Paul Simon this
26. Opposite of a pro

3. Hovels 29. Atomic #28

4.Pie __ mode 30. Type of drug (abbr.)
5. Subway rodent 31. Arrives at

6. They 32. Nullifies

7. Indigenous S. American people 35. Bird’s beak

8. Fine sand 36. Partner to “oohed”

9. Central nervous system

10. Nightclub entertainment

11. The perfect example of something

12. Supreme Islamic leader

14. Pain

17. Binary-coded decimal

18. Projecting corner of an angle

20. “Succession” actor Brian

23. Dinner table decor

24. Ancient settlement in modern
Turkey

38. Ray-finned fishes

40. Taxis

41. Sat on and controlled
42, Sea eagles

43. Remain as-is

44, Chinese revolutionary
45, Tooth caregiver

46, Snakelike fish

47, Compensate
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“Claws & Applause” launches
call for performers and sponsors

PUTNAM — The
stage is set, the music is
ready and now Claws &
Applause: A Lip Sync
Battle for Paws is offi-
cially calling on local
performers, business and
community members to
join the show!

Taking place Friday,
Aug. 28 at Montana
Nights Axe Throwing in
Putnam, this fundrais-
ing event will bring the
community together for
an unforgettable night
of over-the-top lip sync
performances, outrageous
costumes, audience vot-
ing and friendly compe-
tition.

And right now, orga-
nizers are looking for
performers and sponsors
ready to step into the
spotlight!

Individuals, groups,
businesses, organizations
and friends are invited to

form a team, choose a
song and put together a
show-stopping lip sync
performance. Whether
performers go for hilari-
ous, dramatic, glamorous
or completely over-the-
top, no actual singing
talent is required, just
creativity, enthusiasm and
willingness to have fun
for a great cause! No pro-
fessional experience nec-
essary. If you can commit
to the bit, work a crowd
and have fun, there is
a place for you on the
Claws & Applause stage!

“We want people to
come ready to laugh,
cheer, compete and have
an incredible night of fun,
as we look to raise money
to help shift our focus
form constant crisis man-
agement to prevention
and long-term care for the
cats in and beyond our
shelter” says event orga-

nizer Jennifer Lowell.
With more than 400 cats
currently in care, includ-
ing those placed in foster
homes, Paws Cat Shelter
continues to face tremen-
dous demand for rescue,
rehabilitation and rehom-
ing services. The event
aims to raise critical fund-
ing for a spay and neuter
initiative to help address
the cycle that contributes
to overcrowded shelters
in the first place.

Local businesses and
community partners are
also invited to become
part of the event through
a variety of sponsor-
ship opportunities.
Sponsorships range from
$100 — $2,000 and offer
opportunities for recog-
nition through event sig-
nage, promotional mate-
rials, VIP experiences,
stage recognition and
more. Sponsors can make

a meaningful communi-
ty impact while helping
Paws Cat Shelter work
toward a long-term solu-
tion.

One Night. One Stage.
All for the cats! Get
involved today by form-
ing a team, becoming a
sponsor, purchasing tick-
ets, voting for your favor-
ite performers or making
a donation.

Paws Cat Shelter is
dedicated to rescuing,
rehabilitating and rehom-
ing cats in need while
promoting compassionate
animal welfare through-
out the community.
Through the support of
volunteers, donors and
local advocates, the orga-
nization continues to pro-
vide lifesaving care and
adoption opportunities for
homeless cats.

Windham Public Schools
celebrates Natchaug
Elementary as one of

“America’s Healthiest Schools”™
for second consecutive year

WILLIMANTIC —

success of their students.

This marks the second time
Natchaug Elementary has received
this distinction. The school made
history in 2025 when it was the
only school in the entire state of
Connecticut to make the Alliance’s
list, setting a gold standard for stu-

dent wellness.
This year,

Superintendent

praised the achievement.

WANTED TO BUY

Windham
Public Schoolsisthrilledtoannounce
that Natchaug Elementary School
has once again been named one
of America’s Healthiest Schools for
2026 by the Alliance for a Healthier
Generation. This prestigious nation-
al award celebrates schools that
have demonstrated an unwaver-
ing commitment to advancing the
health, well-being, and academic

Natchaug
1,377 K-12 schools nationwide
in receiving the 2026 honor and
has expanded its portfolio of excel-
lence, earning awards in four dis-
tinct health-related topic areas:
Strengthening Social-Emotional
Health & Learning, Improving
Nutrition & Food Access, Bolstering
Physical Education & Activity, and
Supporting School Health Services.
of Windham
Public Schools, Dr. Iris Gomero,

“We are extraordinarily proud
of the Natchaug Elementary com-
munity for achieving this national
distinction for a second year in a
row,” said Dr. Gomero. “Last year,
Natchaug set the standard as the
only school in Connecticut to make
this list. Their expanded recognition
in 2026 is a testament to our
unwavering belief that true
academic success is rooted
in the physical, emotional,

and nutritional well-being

of every child.”
Natchaug

joins

ments.”
The

Healthier

annual

Antiques & Old Stuff

«Bottles » Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps « Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Principal
Jeannine Enamait added,
“We provide our students
access to culturally rich
and engaging curriculum
and instruction opportuni-
ties to produce knowledge-
able, creative, and critical
thinkers who will be life-
long learners. We believe in
providing safe, joyful, and
inclusive learning environ-

Alliance
Generation’s
award program,
supported by Del Monte
Foods, Kaiser Permanente,
and Kohl’s Cares, recogniz-
es schools for implement-
ing evidence-based policies

for a

and visitors.

ments include:

and practices that support lifelong
well-being.

Windham Public Schools con-
gratulates the students, families,
and staff of Natchaug Elementary
School on this extraordinary and
hard-earned achievement.

Killingly begins
construction on
Brickyard Plaza

KILLINGLY — The Town of Killingly
is pleased to announce the start of the first
phase of construction for Brickyard Plaza, a
transformational placemaking project locat-
ed within the municipal parking lot at 128
Main St. in the heart of Historic Danielson.

Funded in part through the Connecticut
Communities Challenge Grant Program,
administered by the Connecticut Department
of Economic and Community Development,
the Brickyard Plaza project represents a
significant investment in creating a more
vibrant, accessible, and welcoming down-
town destination for residents, businesses,

Construction will begin with improve-
ments to the area identified as the first phase
of the project. During construction, this
section of the municipal parking lot will be
temporarily fenced off to ensure the safety of
the public and construction crews.

Once completed, Brickyard Plaza will
feature a public parklet designed to encour-
age community gathering and enhance the
downtown experience. Planned improve-

ADA-accessible walkways that improve
connectivity and accessibility for all users.

Public art celebrating the character and
culture of Historic Danielson.

Decorative canopy lighting to create an
inviting atmosphere during evening events.

Artful wayfinding elements that connect
visitors to Main Street businesses, attrac-
tions, and community destinations.

The Brickyard Plaza project is part of the
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Town’s continued commitment to investing
in placemaking initiatives that strengthen
the local economy, support small businesses,
and create engaging public spaces that foster
community pride.

We appreciate the support and cooperation
of residents, businesses, and visitors during
construction and will continue to provide
updates as the project progresses.

LEGALS

Woodstock His Dis Comm public hear-
ing Aug 26, 6:30 pm for Woodstock
Hill Cemetery Assoc, Woodstock Hill
Burying Yard, Hill Cemetery Rd, for
vault repair. G White, Chair.
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Joseph Botta, M.D. and Associates announces
retirement, new staff, Sept. 19 open house

Dr. Ronald Klare, MD.

PUTNAM — Joseph Botta, M.D. and
Associates, LLC, a concierge primary care
practice serving the Northeast Connecticut
community, today announced that Dr.
Ronald Klare will retire from active clini-
cal practice on Dec. 31, following nearly 50
years of caring for patients in the commu-
nity where he grew up. Joining the practice
to continue that legacy of care is Dr. Mae
Wolslegel, a seasoned internist with more
than 15 years of experience, who will begin
seeing patients in early November 2026
and is now accepting new patients. The
practice also announced the promotion of
Suzanne Reardon from Registered Nurse to
Nurse Practitioner, adding a fourth clinical
provider to its care team.

The practice is holding an open house for
the community to meet Dr. Wolslegel and
Suzanne Reardon, FNP. The open house
will be held on Sept. 19 from 10 a.m. to
noon at the practice offices located at 24
South Main St. in Putnam.

Dr. Klare has served the region as both
a primary care internist and a critical care
physician, and has been a vital member
of the medical community in northeast-
ern Connecticut throughout his career.
He began practicing alongside his father,
Dr. Rudy Klare, establishing Woodstock
Medical Group, before joining Joseph
Botta, M.D. and Associates for the final
years of his career. Over the course of
nearly five decades, Dr. Klare has cared for
multiple generations of families throughout
the region, touching countless lives through
his skill, compassion, and dedication.

“Dr. Klare’s contribution to this practice,
and to this community, is impossible to
overstate,” said Dr. Joseph Botta. “For
nearly 50 years, he has cared for our neigh-
bors with unmatched skill, compassion,
and dedication, following in the footsteps
of his father before him. We have been
fortunate to benefit from his experience,
knowledge, and mentorship these past sev-
eral years, and while we are thrilled for
him as he begins this well-deserved next
chapter, his retirement marks the end of an
extraordinary career of care for patients in
our region and in our practice.”

To ensure continuity of care for his
patients, Dr. Klare will remain with the
practice through Dec. 31, working along-
side Dr. Wolslegel to personally guide the
transition of his patients into her care.

Dr. Wolslegel is a Doctor of Osteopathic
Medicine who earned her medical
degree from the

whole person rather than an
isolated complaint. She will
join Dr. Botta, Dr. David
Candow, and Dr. Klare at
the practice’s Putnam,
Connecticut office beginning
in early November 2026, and
is currently accepting new patients.

In addition, the practice announced that
Suzanne Reardon has been promoted from
Registered Nurse to Nurse Practitioner,
effective August 2026, becoming a fourth
clinical provider at Joseph Botta, M.D. and
Associates. Reardon holds an Associate
Degree in Nursing from Capital Community
College in Hartford, a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing from Saint Joseph’s College of
Maine, and a Master of Science in Nursing
with a Family Nurse Practitioner specialty,
also from Saint Joseph’s College of Maine.

Reardon has been a registered nurse for
11 years, with experience in the emergency
department at Windham Hospital, where
she worked for a total of 20 years, and most
recently as a care management virtual nurse
with Trinity Health of New England. She
joined Joseph Botta, M.D. and Associates
as a registered nurse in February 2026
before transitioning into her new role as a
Nurse Practitioner in August 2026.

A Windham resident, Reardon will work
alongside the practice’s physicians as a
physician extender, assisting with patient
care. She particularly enjoys direct patient
care and taking the time it takes to care for
people and treat them like family.

“Dr. Candow and I are truly excited to
add Suzanne to our provider team after
decades of exceptional work as a nurse in
our region,” said Dr. Botta. “And we are
thrilled to welcome Dr. Wolslegel to our
practice as well. Her depth of experience
in internal medicine, and her commitment
to unhurried, whole-person care, reflect

Courtesy

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

exactly the kind of personalized medicine
our patients have come to expect from
us. We know she will be a wonderful fit
for our community, and we are grateful
that her arrival gives Dr. Klare’s patients a
seamless and caring transition to their next
physician.”

Patients of Dr. Klare will be contacted
directly regarding the transition of their
care, and current and prospective patients
with questions are encouraged to contact
the practice.

Left to right: Dr. Mae Wolslegel, DO; Dr. Joseph Botta, MD; Dr. David Candow, MD; and Suzanne Reardon, FNP.

Suzanne Reardon, FNP, provide compre-
hensive primary and preventive care along
with specialized services including cardio-
vascular health, geriatric care, chronic care
management, medication management,
and medically supervised weight loss. The
practice is located at 24 South Main St.,
Putnam, CT 06260. For more information,
call 1.860.315.9026, or visit www.mydoc-
torct.com.

About  Joseph
Botta, M.D. and
Associates, L.L.C.

Joseph  Botta,
M.D. and
Associates, L.L.C.
is a  member-
ship-based  con-
cierge primary
care practice locat-

ed in Putnam, 3-Month

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD rates

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

3.85% "

Connecticut, offer-
ing personalized,
unhurried adult
medical care. The

9-Month

4.00%""

practice’s  physi-
cians, Dr. Joseph

Botta (board cer- 1-Year

4.05%"

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Dennis Antonopoulos

tified in Internal

Medicine and

Geriatrics), Dr.

David Candow Financial Advisor
(board certi- 5 Albert St
fied in Family e
Medicine), and

Dr. Ronald Klare

d (APY) effectiv
3,000 (pring

(board certified in
Internal Medicine
and Critical Care
Medicine), togeth-
er with Nurse
Practitioner

The Pomfret Board of Education
Pomfret Community School

20 Pomftret Street

Pomfret Center, CT 06259

Deadline 8/24/2026

istered Republican or unaffiliated voter.

Open to Residents of Pomfret Only

Pomfret Board of Education
Announcement of Vacancy
Pomfret Board of Education has an interim vacancy to fill
The appointed member will serve until the next Biennial Election (November 2027)
Interested candidates please send a letter of interest to:

Because of Connecticut minority representation rules, this seat is reserved for a reg-

Philadelphia College
of Osteopathic
Medicine and com-
pleted her internship
and residency at
Frankford Hospital
(Aria Health) in

. j—
Pennsylvania. She
is board certified _
by the American _Wetakepnde
Osteopathic Board mourcu_stomer
service!

of Internal Medicine

Financing available to qualified customers!
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Planning today for
Killingly's capacity
romorrow

Infrastructure rarely attracts much atten-
tion when it is working properly. Pipes
are underground, treatment systems operate
largely out of public view, and most resi-
dents have little reason to think about waste-
water capacity until there is not enough of it.

That is why the recent developments sur-
rounding Killingly’s wastewater treatment
plant are more significant than they might
initially appear.

The town remains in the middle of deter-
mining what a future expansion of the facility
should look like. Town Administrator Brian
Palaia told the Town Council that the Water
Pollution Control Authority has received a
basis of design memo examining potential
expansion scenarios, including how much
additional capacity Killingly should build.

That decision deserves careful consider-
ation.

The difference between adding one mil-
lion gallons of capacity per day and 2 mil-
lion gallons is not simply an engineering
calculation. It is ultimately a decision about
what Killingly expects to become in the
decades ahead.

Wastewater capacity can determine
whether new businesses can open, whether
existing employers can expand and whether
housing and other development envisioned
under current zoning can actually be accom-
modated. Build too little, and Killingly could
find itself confronting the same constraints
again sooner than expected. Build too much,
and ratepayers and taxpayers could be asked
to support infrastructure that exceeds the
community’s realistic needs.

Getting that balance right is precisely why
the planning taking place now matters.

The basis of design process reported-
ly includes an analysis of what properties
within the sewer district could potentially
accommodate under existing zoning. That is
a sensible place to begin. Decisions involv-
ing a project of this scale should be based on
realistic projections rather than either overly
optimistic assumptions about future growth
or an overly cautious approach that leaves
little room for it.

There is also nothing troubling about the
possibility of having a third party review the
consultant’s work. For a project that could
carry a substantial price tag and influence
development for decades, another set of
qualified eyes could provide useful assur-
ance before the town commits itself to a
particular course.

At the same time, there is encouraging
news for property owners and smaller busi-
nesses that cannot wait years for the larger
project to be completed.

The interim memorandum of under-
standing signed by Frito-Lay has allowed
Killingly to loosen some of its restrictions,
with additional flows of less than 2,000 gal-
lons per day now being considered. Palaia
reported that numerous applications have
already been approved quickly.

That is meaningful progress.

A wastewater moratorium can have conse-
quences far beyond the treatment plant itself.
A relatively small business expansion, rede-
velopment project or change in property use
can become difficult when additional sewer
capacity is unavailable. Allowing small-
er users to move forward, where the sys-
tem can safely accommodate them, relieves
some of that pressure while the community
works toward a permanent solution. Still, the
interim arrangement should not distract from
the larger task.

Killingly needs a long-term wastewater
strategy that gives residents, businesses and
prospective developers reasonable certain-
ty about what the town can support. That
means determining the appropriate capacity,
identifying the necessary technology, estab-
lishing credible cost estimates and explain-
ing how the project would be financed.

Palaia indicated that a town meeting will
likely be held once officials have reached
a tentative decision. That public discussion
will be essential. Residents should be given
understandable information about the alter-
natives, their costs and what each option
would provide Killingly in return.

Wastewater treatment may not be the most
exciting subject discussed at Town Hall, but
it is among the most consequential.

The encouraging part is that Killingly
appears to be moving in two directions at
once: providing some immediate relief for
smaller users while methodically planning
for the community’s longer-term needs.

The next challenge is making sure the
eventual investment is large enough to serve
Killingly’s future without asking the com-
munity to pay for a future that is unlikely
to arrive. That is the kind of decision worth
taking the time to get right.

Take me out to the ballgame!

The Importance of Connecticut

Eto the Revolution. LiR-QV
:Open House. Friday, Aug. 21
A “at 1 p.m. Killingly Community

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

It’s time to demand more from our candidates

To the Editor:

What kind of candidate am I looking to vote for
in the upcoming midterm elections?

I want a candidate who respects the rule of law,
speaks in substance rather than slogans, and treats
democratic integrity as non-negotiable.

I want a candidate who plays by the rules but
dreams of a bolder progressivism—someone
willing to challenge the party establishment,
stand unapologetically for democratic values
and progressive principles, and not fear the label
“socialist” when advocating policies that serve
the common good.

I want a candidate committed to a decent stan-
dard of living for every American, not just the
wealthy; someone who welcomes people of every
race and gender and immigrants who dream of
becoming Americans.

I want intelligence, judgment, and governing

experience without another tired establishment
figure. I want someone strong and practical, but :
also empathetic and compassionate—not rude, :

crude, or deliberately offensive.

And then I want us to argue about the issues.
Debate taxes, spending, immigration, health
care, education, climate, and the proper role of

government. That is what democracy is sup- :

posed to look like.

But first, we should be able to agree on some- :
thing more fundamental: the rule of law mat- '
ters. Democracy matters. Character matters. The :

common good matters.

It is time to grow the heck up, stop mistaking
grievance and slogans for political principles, and :
start expecting more from our candidates—and :

from ourselves.

PauL COTNOIR :
PutNAM :

Lamont may be “awake,” but are you?

To the Editor:

Reported by the CT INSIDER was that a new
study found Connecticut ratepayers paid a $1.8
billion premium on electricity over 10 years. A
jab by the State Republican Caucus added: “This
is 31 percent over what it actually costs to gener-
ate their power. The energy procurement process
is broken and it’s costing people real money.”
Take that for what it’s worth, but I doubt the
Democrats would even want you to know about
that study. If somebody could only find a way to
turn all these politicians’ expelled hot air into an
energy source, the supply would be never-ending.

It’s funny that Lamont has been in office for
close to the last eight years now, but according
to him and the democrats everything that’s now
wrong in this State is President Trump’s fault?
(And that’s something they’ll repeatedly tell you,
but how long has Trump now been President
for?) But never fear, Lamont’s “rolling up his
sleeves” and “now” he’s going to fix everything.
(Spoken like a true politician in an election year.)
He claims to be “awake,” but are the voters of

Connecticut?

A bunch of no-Ned’s came out before the pri-
mary and said they twice voted for Lamont but
aren’t going to do so now. Maybe you also saw

those commercials on TV? One person for a :

reason cited that Lamont “kissed Trump’s ring
at his inauguration.” (Proof positive that Trump
lives rent free in the heads of the disgruntled.)

And though others dragged Trump into it as well, :

one didn’t even mention Trump and put all the

blame on Lamont - how refreshing! Yup, there :
are some people in this state who are awake and :
among them were those who’ve helped show :
John Larson the door. In that case the call for :
“generational change” finally canned the career :
of the veteran Democrat; apparently, there is a :
form of term limits. T hope Lamont, Tong, and
that blue-haired dinosaur will be the next to go, :

but then, this is Connecticut.

Ep DELUCA :
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

Plainfield deserves a voice

To the Editor:

As a Plainfield resident, I am deeply con-
cerned about the proposed trash plant and, equally
important, about the process being used to deter-
mine whether it moves forward.

The company is seeking a declaratory ruling
from the Connecticut Siting Council. I believe
a project with the potential to affect our health,
environment, property values, quality of life, and
the future of our town deserves the full certifica-
tion and public review process — including an
in-person public hearing right here in Plainfield.

The people who will live with the consequenc-
es of this decision deserve a seat at the table. We
deserve the opportunity to ask questions, hear the
facts, express our concerns, and receive answers
before a decision of this magnitude is made.

There is also a larger issue that our state leg-
islators need to address. Connecticut law should
provide stronger protections against placing facil-
ities of this nature in residential areas and against

concentrating multiple facilities in one communi-
ty. Plainfield already has a wood-burning plant on :
Route 12. How much should one small commu-:

nity be expected to absorb?

This isn’t simply about being against one:
project. It is about standing up for transparencys,:
responsible decision-making, and the right of resi-
dents to have a meaningful voice in what happens :

in their own community.

I encourage my fellow residents to contact the :
Connecticut Siting Council and our state legisla-:

tors. Ask them to oppose the declaratory ruling,

require the full certification process and an in-per-

son public hearing, and work toward stronger
laws protecting Connecticut communities.
Decisions made today could affect Plainfield
for decades. Our voices deserve to be heard
before those decisions are made.
MARY SILVESTRI

PLAINFIELD :

ICE has never been about law and order

To the Editor:

My Irish grandfather and his brothers and their
wives immigrated to Boston in 1900 with nothing
but a medical check. They worked for the city
and the precursor of the MTA, and their children
gained graduate degrees and served our country
in peace and in war. I think of them while com-
mercial and private contractor crews who have
worked on my property this decade usually speak
with accents or have no English at all. Their
work has always been flawless.

All of us here in the Quiet Corner have had that
experience. That is now threatened by lawless
gangs of thugs.

Saturday, Aug. 10, unmarked cars and men
who refused to identify themselves arrived at
a West Cornwall, Vt. farmhouse and, without
warrants, arrested two of the roofing crew while
the rest fled into the woods. Alex and Angel
were transported to Massachusetts, away from
their families and supportive communities. The
homeowner is unable to find competent workers
to finish her roof.

The Vermont state senator reporting this action
had helped pass several relevant bills to pro-
tect the rights of people in Vermont, including
Proposal 4, the Equal Rights Amendment to the

Vermont Constitution which includes protections :
based on race, ethnicity, and national origin; Act :
87 which explicitly gives Vermonters the ability :
to sue the federal government for depriving them :
of rights; Act 150 which prohibits civil arrests in :
sensitive locations; and Act 125 to establish pro- §

tocols for immigration enforcement at schools.

We’ll see if state’s rights can trump federal :
authoritarians, but anyone who has witnessed :
illegal ICE arrests or murders can see that they :
are not about law and order. Our country has :
enacted many levels of legality other than full :

citizenship, but ICE is disregarding anything but
accent and skin color.

As Connecticut’s political candidates plead :

for your campaign funds and votes this fall, take

the opportunity to ask how they propose to pro-
tect Nutmegers working in construction, main-
tenance, healthcare, child-and elderly care, agri- :

culture or any of the other places we desperately

need good workers. ICE has never been about :

our laws, but about pure racism and cruelty. It’s

unworthy of our national traditions and history, :
and we must guard our state’s rights to our own :

safety and growth.

G. LESLIE SWEETNAM :
WOODSTOCK :

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publica-
tion. Only the author’s name and the town in which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies
our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.
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Take me out to the
: ballgame! I thoroughly enjoyed
- Jeffrey Lawrence’s recent pre-
- sentation at the Putnam Public
:Library on “Baseball’s Own
: Civil War.” The forerunners of
‘modern baseball date back to
: 14th century England. Early
" settlers brought games such as
- cricket and stoolball to this coun-
“try. Stickball and games such
;as “One Cat,” “Two Cat” were
: popular precursors of our mod-
‘ern game. A “cat” represented
“ a base or designated station, and
: that game could be played with
“ just a few players. (See Al). By
the 1850’s two main variations
- of baseball were being played
on the East Coast of the United
States---Massachusetts ball and
New York or “Knickerbocker”
baseball. Both the layout of
the fields and the rules dif-
fered greatly. First, let’s think
of the present-day playing
- field, the baseball diamond. In
: Massachusetts ball, the first
- three bases were similar to today.
: Howeyver, the fourth base did not
2o “home.” Instead, it went in a
- straight line down from third so
- there were both a batter’s spot at
- what we think of as home and
:that extra fourth base. It was
:considered a rough and tum-
ble game compared to the New
York or Knickerbocker style of
‘ baseball, which was considered
- “gentlemanly.” Lawrence noted
“that Massachusetts ball was
: “codified by the Massachusetts
. Association of Base Ball Players
-in 1858 at Dedham, MA. There
“were 10 known teams in 1858
~and 20 by the following year.
‘Clubs as far away as Buffalo,
:NY were known to be playing
 this style of baseball. New York
: “Knickerbocker” rules were
- first codified in 1845 and were
- updated in 1848. There were 16
i clubs in 1857; 25 in 1858; 50 in
©1858; 62 in 1860. Railroads and
- newspapers helped greatly in the
“spread of both versions of the
: game.
: Rules of the two baseball
: games varied greatly. Pitching
: was underhand in New York ball;
- overhand in Massachusetts. New
York ball used heavier bats and
larger balls. In Massachusetts
ball, outs were made by tagging
- the runner, “soaking’ (hitting) the
: runner, or by balls caught on the
fly. There were no force outs. In
: New York ball the runner could
:be out on a fly ball, by being
‘tagged, by a force out, or by
: three swinging strikes.
The Civil War helped New
 York “Knickerbocker” baseball
- become the dominant form of
:the game. Men in the mili-
‘tary camps with down time
- would play ball, more frequently
using the Knickerbocker rules.
Following the War baseball soon
grew into a money-making sport.
If you are interested in more
- details, much is available online
and there are a number of books
“in print on the older versions of
the game. Your local library will
be happy to help you find them.
Did you know that
“an early professional baseball
player was born in Putnam?
George “Candy” LaChance,
: the son of George and Salome
: (Jabotte) LaChance was born on
: Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14, 1870
- (parents from baptisms St. Mary
: Church, Putnam). Not much
“is known about his early days
“or when the family moved to
‘the Waterbury area. Putnam
: Adult Services Librarian Nicole
: NIchols researched “Candy”

Turn To WEAVER page A4
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We need true leadership

To the Editor:

The utter futility and inept planning of
Donald Trump’s unneeded war was laid
bare this week, as it becomes abundantly
clear that Iran has not only survived the
conflict, but that the regime is stronger
than ever. Their missile stores remain intact
along with the underground facilities that
produce them as opposed to US forces
who have wasted nearly 80 percent of its
stockpile. What’s more the Iranians have
processed the engagement at a fraction of
the $100 billion that American taxpayers
have lost (not to mention the billions of
dollars it will cost to repair all the damage
to our bases in the region).

We are also learning of the physical and
mental toll straining US troops as reports
of poor conditions on our premier naval
carrier, the USS Lincoln flood the media.
The ship has been at sea far longer than mil-
itary standards suggest, breaking the record
number of days at sea without a port stop.
All this because the War Department failed
to protect our main harbor from enemy
damage. We also are unable to guarantee
safety at other regional ports. This leaves
our sailors without basic supplies or simple
shore leave. Secretary Hegseth feels this is
appropriate. The President says it is “not
nearly long enough.” The Stars and Stripes
magazine, an independent American news-
paper dedicated to the military and their
families describes that both are suffering
exhaustion and declining morale. Our gov-
ernment calls them liars.

We have also heard from Trump that
Americans need to live with higher gaso-
line prices to prevent Iran from obtaining
a nuclear weapon. Hogwash. The price
of gas was under $3 a gallon in February
before the attack. At this point the strategy
is to seal off Iran’s ports and place sanctions
“like we never seen before.” So the ques-
tion would be why didn’t try this before
bombing? The price of gas would still be
low, we’d have saved billions, the Strait of
Hormuz would be open, and no lives would
have been lost.

Vice President Vance has further mud-
died the administration’s approach by say-
ing the number one goal is to “keep oil and
gasoline cheap for Americans.” Huh? It
was cheap. You went to war which caused
the price to go up. More incredibly the goal
number two is to ensure Iran never gets a
nuclear weapon.” This is gaslighting at its
finest. We could have done this by simply
continuing negotiations. And by negotia-
tions, I mean using experienced officials
from our diplomatic corps, not at couple of
corrupt businessmen.

We could have also kept the price of oil
and gas down by promoting other energy
sources such and wind and solar power, by
enforcing previous automobile emission
standards, and by expanding our EV fleet.

But now we are also left with record lows
in our strategic oil reserve.

So for now, our best strategy is to stran-
gle the Iranian economy and wait for total
collapse. Ultimately, this will happen, but
as we have seen in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria,
Yemen, Lebanon and Gaza, the oppressive
regimes care little about their citizens so it
will take a while.

Another more chilling option, of course,
is the nuclear option. In this case the literal
nuclear option. With a depleted cache of
conventional weapons one way to end this
before November is to drop an atom bomb.
Only a madman would do this, but a des-
perate Donald Trump fits the bill. He now
after all is completely out of touch with
reality in thinking he can declare the Strait
of Hormuz an American territory.

All this spells trouble for Republicans
in November whose apparent strategy is
to label the Democratic party Socialists,
Communists and antisemites. I would
counter that Republicans are Fascist,
Authoritarians and real anti Semites.
Addressing the latter, they misconstrue crit-
icism of Israel with hatred of Jews. Not so.
Sen. Sanders is Jewish, yet critical of Israeli
policy and one could easily argue that their
current treatment of the West Bank is both
illegal and immoral. On the other hand, the
Republican lieutenant governor of Indiana
wants to change his state’s Constitution to
bar non -Christians from holding public
office. Nick Fuentes has praised Hitler,
asked Jews to convert or leave the country
and questioned both the Holocaust and the
Hamas atrocities on Oct. 7. Other MAGA
deviants spreading perverse tropes include
Candace Owens, Andrew Tate, and popular
pod caster Theo Von. This is real antisem-
itism.

Still, with countries such as Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, and Turkey forming their own
military alliance, Israel remains and has
always been America’s one true ally in
the Middle East. The new Democratic
Progressives must not forget this.

November approaches, and the President
seems more concerned about building
his billion dollar ballroom, repairing his
reflecting pool debacle, carving his name
into the Kennedy Center, expanding his
cryptocurrency empire and starting an ille-
gal stock market insider trading service. In
the midst of record heat, wildfires, flooding
and drought, infect diseases, inflation, a
looming health insurance apocalypse, and
Russian incursion into Europe, he is more
interested in making his buddies money and
his golf game. We need leadership!

America can do better. America must do
better. And God willing, next Election Day,
America will do better.

LEE WESLER
WoobsTock

“Winter 1s Coming” for American healthcare

To the Editor:

Trump’s “One Big Beautiful Bill Act”
(OBBBA) was signed into law July 4,
2025. Republicans made sure the deepest
Medicaid and Medicare cuts wouldn’t take
effect until Dec. 31, after the November
mid-term elections. It was their attempt to
avoid blame for what’s coming.

States will face difficult choices: raise
taxes, cut other services like education and
roads, or make even deeper cuts to their
Medicaid programs. Rural hospitals will
face a perfect storm as a result of the law.
They’re heavily dependent on Medicaid
revenue and serve as the economic back-
bone of their communities. The American
Hospital Association projects that rural hos-
pitals will lose billions in federal Medicaid
funding while millions of rural residents
will lose their health insurance coverage.
In large rural states, losing a rural hospital
means creating healthcare deserts where
the nearest emergency room is hours away.
(GovFacts)

Nationally, the law cuts $1 trillion in
Medicaid and the Congressional Budget
Office projects it will leave 16 million
more Americans uninsured. “For context,
the Affordable Care Act, when it was fully
implemented, reduced the number of unin-
sured Americans by about 20 million. This
law is projected to move in the opposite
direction, increasing the uninsured popula-
tion by 16 million.” (GovFacts)

What’s the impact in Connecticut as a
result of the cuts? “Large increases in state
costs, significant decreases in state reve-
nues, and tax relief primarily benefitting
the state’s wealthiest residents,” according
to a report from the State Comptroller’s
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office. The report projects $13 billion in
cuts to state Medicaid, with 103,000 to
171,000 residents projected to lose HUSKY
coverage. “Much of those losses will result
from otherwise eligible people getting
kicked off the program due to red tape.”

In addition, the report also noted that
while the state will receive less federal
Medicaid funding, it will have to spend
more to implement it as a result of OBBBA’s
new requirements for Medicaid recipients.
The state estimates spending an extra $20
million to $50 million to keep track of work
requirement compliance and run eligibility
determinations twice as often.

Healthcare is a human right. The U.S.
is one of the richest countries by GDP in
the world. Yet, “the U.S. healthcare sys-
tem is the most expensive in the world.
Healthcare affects nearly every American’s
finances and well-being, influencing pre-
miums, access, and out-of-pocket costs.”
(GovFacts) Healthcare should not be a
privilege for the wealthy to keep and for the
rest of Americans to lose.

The OBBBA cuts to Medicaid and
Medicare were made so billionaires could
get tax breaks they do not need. Winter is
coming and so are huge healthcare cuts
for everyday Americans. More than half of
Americans say that healthcare costs are a
high worry for them when voting. (Kaiser
Family Foundation)

Republicans made a bet that voters
would forget by November. Don’t forget.
Vote for Democrat candidates who will
defend your human right to healthcare.

LISA ARENDS
BROOKLYN
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“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Communist paranoia is rich coming from the MAGA crowd

To the Editor:

Edward Clement can’t seem to get that
Communism/socialism monster out of his
mind. Once again (Villager, Aug. 14), Mr.
Clement tries to tar Democrats with the C
(communist) and S (socialist) words, with-
out providing any actual discussion of vari-
ous candidates’ views or platforms, instead
framing his argument with the disingenuous:
“Free competition has made the USA strong
and prosperous — we need a strong (Pro-
American) Democrat Party and a strong
Republican Party to keep our blessings.
Socialism/Communism will take that away.”
Well, where to start? After some thought,
it seems best to suggest a few ways for
him to clarify, not least for his own peace
of mind, whether or not the current crop
of progressive Democratic hopefuls are
actually socialists or communists, and
whether in fact his own party (presumably
Republican) is best situated to “keep our
blessings” in the coming days and years.
First, when referencing a particular candi-
date’s political philosophy, it first might be
a good idea to read about that candidate’s
political philosophy and positions on his/her
website and be familiar with independent
interviews and statements discussing those
things. Quotes would be particularly helpful.
In Mr. El-Sayed’s case, he’s been quite clear
that he is neither a socialist nor a communist
and, in fact, his signature issue is universal
healthcare, in the form of an expansion of
our current Medicare system. Of course,
once that was established, it might be a good
idea for Mr. Clement to decide if he consid-
ers Medicare (or Social Security, for that
matter) a socialist or communistic program
and whether or not he’s happy that he’s
either going to be receiving benefits from
those programs or actually does so now. And
if he, like some 86% of Americans, is happy
with Medicare, he might like to consider
whether the rest of America under the age
of 65 would like a chance to feel similarly.
Second, it also might be a good idea when
tossing around labels like “Communist” and
“socialist” to understand their meaning, how
they differ, but mostly, how they have been
used throughout American history to impede,
or attempt to impede, progress, as well as to
unfairly target loyal Americans. Familiarity
with the First Red Scare (1917-1920), which
included the Palmer Raids and resulted in
the warrantless arrest of thousands of sup-
posed radicals, anarchists, and immigrants,
with many detained and hundreds deported,
would be important. So too would be an
understanding of what is termed the Second
Red Scare, or what is generally referred to
as the “McCarthy Era.” And particularly
enlightening would be some recognition of
how the terms ‘“socialism” and ‘“‘commu-
nism” were used to quash Harry Truman’s
plan for universal health care with the help
of the American Medical Association, and,
in fact, were also used by the same coa-
lition (aided by Ronald Reagan speaking
about the “evils of socialized medicine”)
to nearly block the adoption of our current
Medicare system. And, no less important
would be to remember and understand that
the civil rights movement was often referred
to as “un-American” or ‘“‘communist-in-
spired” in an attempt to oppose desegrega-
tion without explicitly defending racism.
Third, Mr. Clement implies that we are less
likely to “keep our blessings” and lose access
to “free competition” under Democratic
leadership — that we are in serious danger
of sliding right into a Communist hellhole.
That may or may not have been true 50 to
100 years ago, but now, in 2026, consider
the following: In 1947, labor’s share of GDP
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was 70 percent. In the 2020’s so far, it has
been 55.5 percent. And, in the third quarter
of 2025, it was 53.8 percent. Between 1979
and 2025, net productivity grew about 90
percent while typical worker compensation
grew only about 33 percent. S&P 500 CEOs
averaged $22.8 million in pay in 2025 —
312 times the median U.S. worker’s wage,
up from 285-to-1 in 2024. In other words,
the rich are getting a whole lot richer and
the poor, relatively, are getting poorer. So,
what do the Republicans do? They pass the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act, which is esti-
mated to increase the number of uninsured
Americans by 1.3 million in 2026, and on up
to 8.6 million by 2029. When Mr. El-Sayed
suggests an expansion of the current
Medicare system available to those over 65,
in order to cover all Americans, is that really
being a socialist or a communist...or is that
actually caring about the average citizen?
The fact is, currently, under Republican/
MAGA leadership, there’s precious little
level-playing-field competition. The little
guy doesn’t stand a chance. It’s all insid-
er baseball. In so many ways the United
States in 2026 behaves like an oligarchy.
In 2014, political scientists Martin Gilens
and Benjamin Page analyzed 1,800 policy
outcomes and found that the preferenc-
es of economic elites and organized busi-
ness interests had substantial independent
influence on policy while average citizens’
preferences and little to no independent
effect when elite preferences diverged from
theirs. Since then, things have only got-
ten worse. Take, for instance, Truth API,
the Trump Organization’s latest gambit:
for $60-100,000/month you can get the
President’s Truth Social posts a few sec-
onds before the rest of the country, plenty
of time in our electronic age to make a few
trades based on the fact that the Strait of
Hormuz blockade has been lifted or reim-
posed. In 2021, Capitol One closed more
than 300 bank accounts linked to Donald
Trump following an anti-money launder-
ing review. Three hundred bank accounts?
Who among us has 300 bank accounts?
And the recent news that the U.S. Treasury
is going to permanently dismantle and
erase the federal database designed to keep
track of the true owners behind anony-
mous shell companies hardly gives one
confidence that the interests of the little
guy are being looked after, that yours and
my access to capitalism’s competition and
a level playing field is being safeguarded.
So...it’s all a bit rich when we hear from
Republicans that Democratic candidates who
want to regulate cryptocurrency and shell
companies or who have a problem with the
fact that Donald Trump has made between
$2.2 and $2.3 billion, the majority of it from
cryptocurrency, since Jan. 20, 2025, and
now want to expand a successful healthcare
program so that all Americans can receive
adequate care, are socialists or Communists,
and will lead us down a road to ruin.
As John McEnroe said, “You cannot be
serious!”
JouN A. DAy, Jr.
WOODSTOCK VALLEY

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping
views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse.
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances.
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only
$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT
CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.

Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.
Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

THE WOODSTOCK
HiSTORICAL SOCIETY

This month’s installation of
Crazyfor Quilts is the latest in our series of small
spotlight exhibitions of quilts by local quilters

Also on view is our major exhibition
Woodstock Through the Camera’s Eye
in Post-Civil War America

Will are open on Sundays from 10 am. to 1 pm.

The Center for Woodstock History
Palmer Memorial Hall, 523 Route 169
Research appointments and scheduling visits at other times
may be made at our web site
www. centerforwoodstockhistory.com
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Courtesy

On Wednesday, Aug. 12, members of Putnam Cub Scout Pack 21 visited the Gertrude Chandler
Warner Boxcar Children Museum on South Main Street. Director Pat Hedenberg led the Cubs on a
guided tour of the circa 1938 railroad boxcar, since turned into a museum, which shows the life and
work of long-time Putnam author and elementary school teacher, the late Gertrude Warner, who
wrote “The Boxcar Children” and 18 other related popular books for children. This is just one of the
fun and educational things Pack 21 does throughout the year, guided by trained and experienced
adults. Pack 21 welcomes boys and girls ages five through ten. To join, call John Ryan, at (860)
928-5873 and leave a message.
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Finding the right

Here’s something I find
myself saying to business
owners all the time: the
company you built and the
personal wealth you’re try-
ing to build are not the same
thing. They feel like the
same thing — it’s all “your
money” — but the value
sitting inside your business
doesn’t do much for your
retirement, your family’s
security, or your long-term
plan until you get it out,
efficiently and on purpose.

That process, moving
value from the business into
your personal life, is what
we call wealth extraction.
And it’s one of the trickiest,
most tax-sensitive corners
of owner planning. So let’s
build a framework. We’ll
cover the levers you can
pull, the factors that decide
the right mix, how the new
tax law changed the math,
and the two very different
roads your exit can take.

The six levers: How value
comes out

There are six primary
ways value leaves a busi-
ness and lands in your pock-
et, and each one carries its
own tax treatment:

First, salary and bonus:
Straightforward W-2 com-
pensation — deductible
to the business, ordinary
income to you, and subject
to payroll taxes. For S-corp
owners especially, the IRS
expects ‘“reasonable com-
pensation” before distribu-
tions, so this lever isn’t fully
discretionary.

Second, distributions:
For pass-through entities
(partnerships, S-corps, most
LLCs), distributions of
already-taxed profit gener-
ally avoid a second layer of
tax and skip payroll taxes
— which is exactly why
the salary-versus-distribu-

Your business and yourself:

tion balance matters so
much.

Third, dividends: In
a C-corporation, prof-
its are taxed at the cor-
porate level and then
again when paid out as
dividends — the clas-
sic “double taxation.”
Qualified dividends get
favorable rates, but the
two-layer structure shapes
the whole strategy.

Fourth, fringe benefits:
Health coverage, retirement
plan contributions, and other
benefits can move value to
you in tax-advantaged ways
— often an underused lever,
particularly a well-designed

retirement plan.
Fifth, deferred com-
pensation:  Nonqualified

arrangements let you push
income — and the tax on
it — into future, potentially
lower-rate years. Useful, but
remember these are unse-
cured promises that carry
company credit risk.

Sixth, equity monetiza-
tion: The big one: turning
ownership itself into cash,
through a sale, a recapital-
ization, or a transfer. This
is usually where the largest
dollars (and the largest tax
consequences) live, and it’s
deeply tied to your eventual
exit.

What determines the right
mix
The optimal blend

depends on four factors:
your entity structure (a
pass-through and a C-corp
face completely different
rules), your personal tax
situation (bracket, state,
other income), your retire-
ment and personal goals
(how much you need out,
and when), and your exit or
succession timeline, which
often quietly drives every-
thing else. Get these four

FINANCIAL
Focus

INVESTMENT
ADVISER

lined up, and the vehicles
above start to sort them-
selves into a sensible order.

How the new tax law
changed the math

A few OBBBA provisions
matter a lot for extraction.
The 20 percent QBI deduc-
tion for pass-through own-
ers is now permanent, with
expanded phase-in ranges
in 2026 — so more owners
qualify, and the salary-ver-
sus-distribution  decision
now has a permanent vari-
able baked in.

QSBS also got a real
upgrade: for qualifying
C-corporation stock issued
after July 4, 2025, the law
introduced a tiered gain
exclusion — 50 percent at
three years, 75 percent at
four, 100 percent at five —
raised the per-issuer cap to
$15 million, and lifted the
gross-asset ceiling to $75
million, a meaningful incen-
tive to evaluate entity struc-
ture now.

And for those in the 37
percent bracket, the new
“2/37 rule” caps the value
of itemized deductions at
roughly 35 cents on the dol-
lar, so you’ll want to time
big income events, like an
equity sale, deliberately.

Two roads at the end:
Next generation vs. outside
sale

Here’s where strate-
gy splits in two, because
the smartest path depends
on where your business is
headed.

JIMZAHANSKY

Path one: keeping it in
the family. If you plan to
transfer the business to the
next generation, extraction
blends into estate plan-
ning. OBBBA permanent-
ly raised the federal estate
and gift tax exemption to
$15 million per person
($30 million for a couple)
beginning in 2026. Tools

like gifting minority inter-
ests (often with valuation
discounts), grantor trusts,
and buy-sell agreements
shift future appreciation out
of your taxable estate. Here,
you may deliberately take
less cash out today to pre-
serve value for the transfer.

Path two: selling to an
outside party. If the plan is
a third-party sale, the game
becomes maximizing and
protecting the proceeds.
Where enhanced QSBS
rules, deal structure (asset
versus stock sale, lump sum
versus installment), and
timing relative to your other
income drive the outcome.
Here you might do the
opposite of path one: posi-
tion the company and your
ownership well in advance
to capture every available
exclusion when the check
clears.

Most owners don’t know
for certain which road
they’re on until they’re
closer to it — and that’s
fine. But the road shapes the
strategy, so the sooner you

where you want your finan-
cial advisor and your CPA
in the same room, coordi-
nating within the current
tax year, because the best
moves here are planned, not
reactive.

At WHZ Strategic Wealth
Advisors, helping business
owners turn what they’ve
built into lasting personal
wealth is at the heart of
our “Plan Well. Invest Well.
Live Well.™” process. If
you’d like a second set of
eyes on your extraction and
exit strategy, schedule a
complimentary consultation
at whzwealth.com or call
us at (860) 928-2341 —
that’s how we work to deliv-
er “Absolute Confidence.
Unwavering Partnership.
For Life.”

Authored by WHZ Senior
Managing Partner & Chief
Strategist James “Jim”
Zahansky, AWMA®. Al

wealth extraction strategy

may have been used in the
research and initial drafting
of this piece. These materi-
als are general in nature and
do not address your specific
situation. For your specif-
ic investment needs, please
discuss your individual cir-
cumstances with your finan-
cial advisor. WHZ Strategic
Wealth Advisors does not
provide tax or legal advice,
and nothing in the accom-
panying pages should be
construed as specific tax or
legal advice. Securities and
advisory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member  FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Adviser. 697 Pomfret St.,
Pomfret Center, CT 06259
and 392-A Merrow Rd.,
Tolland, CT 06084, 860-
928-2341.  http://www.
whzwealth.com.

LiR-QV
Open House

DANIELSON — The public is welcome to attend a Fall

Open House sponsored by Learning in Retirement (LiR-QV)
on Friday, Aug. 21, at 1 p.m. in the Killingly Community
Center, 185 Broad St., Danielson.

All are welcome to hear about the Fall programs and

enjoy a presentation by noted storyteller and journalist Mike

name the likely destination,
the sooner your plan can
work toward it.

Extracting wealth effi-
ciently isn’t a one-time
decision. It’s an ongoing
strategy that belongs at the
center of your financial
plan, revisited each year as
the business, the tax law,
and your goals evolve. This
is exactly the kind of work

Allen, on The Importance of Connecticut to the Revolution.
Connecticut played an important role in winning indepen-
dence from the British Empire. Many local figures contrib-
uted to the formation of the new country, while Connecticut
earned the nickname “the provision state” because of its
supplies of food and ammunition to the Continental Army.
Light refreshments will be served following the program.

LiR-QV programs are held on Monday and Fridays, from
September through November. Space is limited. For further
information about LiR visit lir-qv.org

ommunity
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\forin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ A0

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

ellumbenConling

Bulldmg Materials & Supplies h
Lumber ¢ Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall » Ceilings * Flooring
Hardware * Cements * Siding * Roofing

¥ Windows * Doors * Concrete Block
g Sawmill Products
Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber

Timbers * Industrial Lumber

Boards *

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Em b roide ry
S o }7
We're here to service all of your

heat transfer and embroidery
4 . needs, jobs big and small!

Covmies JEWELERS

WEBUY GOLD

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA

(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

'rooked Creek Fart

| East Brookfield, Id Massachusetts

Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

e e e O e o e

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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9 236 F-FISTORIC OEFICE BUIL DS
FOR SALE

Listing price: $450,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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Livestrong’s 343-mile First Responder Ride
for Resilience to pass through area

THOMPSON — Ahead
of the 25th anniversary of
Sept. 11, Livestrong, a non-
profit

dedicated to improving
the daily lives of cancer
survivors, is hosting a land-
mark First Responder Ride
for Resilience, a five-day,
343-mile cycling journey
from Boston to the 9/11
Memorial in New York
City honoring the 343 fire-
fighters lost on September
11, 2001. Riders will
move through northeastern
Connecticut on Monday,
Sept. 7. Local residents are
invited to cheer on riders,

volunteer at a water stop,
or donate to show their sup-
port.

According to research
from the National Institute
for Occupational Safety and
Health, firefighters are nine
percent more likely to be
diagnosed with cancer and
14 percent more likely to
die from it than the gener-
al public. The ride brings
together first responders,
cancer survivors, and com-
munity members to raise
funds benefiting Friends
of Firefighters, the Boston
Fire Cancer Foundation,
and Livestrong, expanding

access to cancer Survivor-
ship and mental health pro-
grams for first responders
and their families.

“This ride wouldn’t be
possible without the com-
munities that welcome
it along the way,” said
Suzanne Stone, President
and CEO of Livestrong.
“Every stop gives people
an opportunity to honor
the firefighters and first
responders affected by
September 11 while sup-
porting organizations that
continue to serve them. We
hope people will see this as
a chance to come together

around something that mat-
ters: honoring the heroes
we lost,

and standing with those
still fighting today.”

“Friends of Firefighters
was born out of 9/11 with
the promise that firefighters
would never have to face
the weight of the job alone,”
said Nancy Carbone,
Executive Director of
Friends of Firefighters. “In
the last 25 years, we have
lost nearly 800 members
of the FDNY to September
11th and 9/11 cancer, and
job-related cancer remains
one of the greatest risks our

firefighters face every sin-
gle day. Whether you ride,
volunteer, or donate, you’re
providing hands-on support
for the physical and mental
toll cancer takes on our first
responders.”

To register, volunteer,
donate or view the local
route through northeastern
Connecticut, visit 911ride.
org.

About Livestrong

Founded in 1997,
Livestrong has supported
more than 10 million peo-

ple living with, through,
and beyond cancer, provid-
ing the trusted information,
programs, and community
that help survivors navigate
every stage of the journey.
Livestrong helped establish
survivorship as a formal
field of study in cancer care
and continues to

expand access to the
practical and emotional
support that cancer sur-
vivors and their families
deserve. Because surviving
is just the beginning. To
learn more or to donate,
visit Livestrong.org.

Dayville resident Liliana WongKam
completes intensive research project

WORCESTER, Mass.
— Liliana WongKam, a
member of the class of 2027
majoring in Architectural
Engineering at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI),
was a member of a student
team that recently com-
pleted a professional-lev-
el research-driven project
titled Campus Accessibility
Mobile Application.

Known as the Interactive
Qualifying Project (IQP),
this project is a core part of
the innovative undergrad-
uate experience at WPI.

Centered around proj-
ect-based learning, this
hands-on approach offers
students opportunities

to work in interdisciplin-
ary teams to help devel-
op thoughtful solutions
to open-ended problems.
These real-world problems
affect the quality of life for
people in the communities
where students work, giv-
ing students a chance to
make a difference in the
world before they graduate.
All ' WPI undergraduates
are required to complete an
IQP, usually in their junior

year, through which they
apply science and technol-
ogy to address an important
societal need or issue. An
intensive hands-on experi-
ence, an IQP is instrumental
in students’ development of
personal, professional, and
technical skills that last
throughout their careers.
About two-thirds of WPI
students complete their IQP
at one of the university’s
50+ off-campus project
centers located in more
than 30 countries around
the world.

“WPI’s project-based cur-
riculum engages students as
agents of positive change
in the world. Working to
connect their STEM exper-
tise with humanistic inqui-
Iy, community engagement,
and robust social science
methods, the IQP invites
students into a global com-
munity to apply their knowl-
edge and to solve prob-
lems,” said Sarah Stanlick,
associate dean of The Global
School.  “Students are
immersed in all aspects of
place at our Global Projects
Centers - ethics, culture,

01 5 associted agvertising.
gular consumers of each medium, Wit print newspapers toppi
anle with & score of 60%, followed! by regional print newspapers {/6%).

food, and nature - building
their own core of global
intercultural competence
and cultural humility. They
also learn the meaning and
magic of teamwork; make
a real and meaningful dif-
ference in their host com-
munity; and gain a compet-
itive edge for any resume,
or graduate or professional
school application.»

About Worcester
Polytechnic Institute

Worcester Polytechnic
Institute (WPI) is a top-ti-
er, STEM-focused univer-
sity with an R1 research
classification and global
leadership in project-based
learning. Founded in 1865,
WPTI’s distinctive approach
integrates classroom the-
ory with real-world prac-
tice, preparing students to
tackle critical challenges
through inclusive educa-
tion, impactful projects, and

interdisciplinary research.
With more than 70 bache-
lor’s, master’s, and doctor-
al degree programs across
18 academic departments
and over 50 global proj-
ect centers, WPI advances
knowledge and innovation

in fields such as life sci-
ences, smart technologies,
advanced materials and
manufacturing, and glob-
al innovation. Learn more
at www.wpi.edu.

Woodstock

Legion post
welcomes
veterans,

families to free
breakfast

WOODSTOCK — The Benson-Flugal American Legion
Post 111 is holding a free breakfast for veterans and family
on Saturday, Aug. 22. Come see our post and meet some of
our members. All veterans are welcome.

Quiet Corner
Al-Anon

group meets
Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon meeting meets
at the East Woodstock Congregational Church every
Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 p.m.

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family Group is open to any-
one affected by alcoholism, family or friend. Any enquiries
can be directed to 860-634-3271.

~ Do we have your
attention?

Print Advertising s a
very powerful medium and can
I deliver strongly for you business.
* Consumer immersion in rusted content has
AMassIve Impact on awareness, frust, and eftectiveness
edia attention scores as applied to
10 the

www. VillagerNewspapers.com
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continued from page Al

have brought monthly educational programs to the region
in celebration of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence. The Pomfret America 250 celebrations will
culminate with the Revolutionary Pomfret Reenactment
and Living History Event at the Pomfret Recreation Park
on Oct. 3 & 4. Reenactor groups from Southern New
England will be encamped at the town Rec Fields beginning
on Friday, Oct. 2. Visitors will experience the Revolution
through a local lens as we reenact the muster/enlistment of
the 11th regiment at the Abington Congregational Church, a
debate between Loyalist Godfrey Malbone and Patriot Israel
Putnam, a Visit with General Israel Putnam and Connecticut
Hero Nathan Hale, and the laying of a wreath for the 60
Revolutionary soldiers buried in the Old Abington Burial
Ground. There will be quality craft vendors, textile demon-
strations, a food court, church supper, music, and military
demonstrations by the reenactors.

The monthly programs and the reenactment have been
generously sponsored by The Last Green Valley, Centreville
Bank, CT America 250 Commission, local civic organiza-
tions, and Pomfret’s citizens. Join us on August 23rd as we
celebrate America’s Revolutionary evolution through music
and as we gear up for the Revolutionary Reenactment in

October.

RESULTS

continued from page Al

America Straight Again.”
The statements were posted
on his personal Facebook
page and shared on his 50th
District and Congressional
Campaign pages.

“A small district race with
fewer than 500 votes cast
is a clear reflection of the
Republican Party’s failure.
Thirty-plus  uncontested
Democrat seats across the
state, while the GOP scram-
bles to field a candidate in
three days, tells the whole
story,” MacCormick wrote.

It should be noted that
this statement was posted

before the final vote tally
was complete and had yet
to reach its final 600-plus
vote count.

“God is on my side, and
I know many supporters
remain,” he continued. “As
for Troubled Tony: you may
have won the battle, but go
back to the retirement home
you came from. We do not
need leaders with one foot
already in the grave.”

As for the 50th District
race, the contest will com-
mence on Nov. 3 in con-
junction with the national
mid-term elections. Emilio
is seeking his first term in
the State House while Pat
Boyd is seeking his sixth
consecutive term

Danielson Martial Arts leader
receives prestigious G.0.A.T.

DANIELSON — Master
Daryl Laperle of Danielson
has been selected as a
recipient of the prestigious
2026 G.O.A.T. Honors
(Greatest of All Time)
Martial Arts Award, rec-
ognizing his exception-
al lifetime of leadership,
teaching, and service to
the martial arts community.

The G.O.A.T. Honors
Awards, founded by Grand
Master Lawrence Arthur,
recognize  distinguished
martial artists from around
the world whose lifelong
commitment to excellence,
leadership, instruction, and
service has made a lasting
impact on generations of
students and instructors.
The 2026 awards ceremo-
ny was held on July 25,
2026, in Lynchburg, Va.

Master Laperle began his
martial arts training at the
Danielson Martial Arts
Academy in 1986 and
earned his Black Belt in
1990. At just 18 years old,
he became Chief Instructor
of the academy in 1994
and has since dedicated
more than three decades
to teaching and mento-
ring students. A 7th Dan
black belt in the Cheezic
Tang Soo Do Federation,
he set multiple federation
records as its youngest 4th,
5th, 6th, and 7th Dan mas-
ter, reflecting his lifelong
commitment to technical
excellence and leadership.

Throughout his distin-
guished career, Master
Laperle has competed
nationally and interna-
tionally as a member of
Team USA, earning victo-
ries throughout the United
States, Bermuda, Australia,
the former Soviet Union,
and most recently a Silver
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Medal at the 2025 World
Martial Arts Games in Oslo,
Norway. His many honors
include multiple inductions
into the Action Martial Arts
Hall of Fame, the USA
Martial Arts Hall of Fame,
as well as the Golden Gate
Hall of Fame, and numerous
federation awards recogniz-
ing his outstanding service
and dedication to Tang Soo
Do. As of 2026, he has pro-
moted more than 110 black
belts and numerous master
belts, leaving an enduring

ONors Aard

TS

-

- e =

legacy through his students.

“Master Daryl Laperle
exemplifies  everything
the G.O.A.T. Honors

were established to recog-
nize,” said Grand Master
Lawrence Arthur, Founder
of the G.O.A.T. Honors.
“His lifelong dedication to
teaching, competition, lead-
ership, and the development
of future generations of
martial artists has made an
extraordinary impact. We
are honored to recognize

his remarkable accomplish-
ments and lasting legacy.”

The G.O.AT. Honors
Awards celebrate martial
artists whose influence
extends beyond the dojo
through education, mentor-
ship, leadership, innovation,
and community service.
Honorees are nominated
by their peers and selected
based upon their enduring
contributions to the martial
arts profession.

Pomfret hires boys squash coach

POMFRET — Pomfret
School is excited to

LIMITS

continued from page Al

each property within the sewer district could potentially
build out to under our current zoning.”

Palaia said they were about halfway through the pro-
cess and looking at different upgrade options in terms of
how much they want to increase the capacity and plan for

the future.

“Once they zero in on that decision, we can start to
look at the technical solutions to accommodate those flow
options and price estimates in accordance with what they
designate,” Palaia said. “Once they’re fairly ready to have
a tentative decision, they’ll probably have a town meeting
to explain things to the public, what they’re going to cost,

and what it’s going to get us.”

Meanwhile, the town has begun loosening its lim-
itations for new usage thanks to Frito Lay signing an
interim memorandum of understanding. This now allows
for additional flow for users under 2,000 gallons per day.

At the August Town Council meeting, Palaia said they
had already seen numerous applications which were
“getting approved quickly” taking some of the pressure
off smaller users waiting for a long-term solution to fully

materialize.

WEAVER

continued from page A4

LaChance in conjunction
with the upcoming 2028
Putnam Mural Fest. She
noted, “It seems likely that
he played baseball on a fac-
tory baseball team, and later
on a regional team. Showing
his dedication to the game
as a teenager, it is said that
he and a friend walked
nine miles over a peak in
Southington, CT to play in
a Hometown League game
because ‘we didn’t have the
price’ for public transport.”
George earned the nickname
Candy because “he preferred
to chew on peppermints rath-
er than chewing tobacco like
most of his fellow baseball
players” (Nichols’ research).

The Friday, Aug. 19,
1932 issue of Watertown

Daily Times (Watertown,
N.Y.) reported his passing.

The article provided a par-
tial summary of his career.
“Waterbury, Conn. Baseball
has lost another of its old
timers---George  ‘Candy’
LaChance, first baseman
on the 1903 world’s cham-
pionship Boston Red Sox
team. The veteran player,
who began his profession-
al career as a catcher with
the Portland, ME, club of
the old New England league
in 1891, died last night at
the age of 63 years, after
a year’s illness. LaChance,
converted from a catcher into
a first baseman by the late
Charles Ebbets, owner of
the Brooklyn Robins, went
to the Boston Red Sox in

announce that Ryan Tyree
has been appointed head
coach of the boys’ varsity
squash team for the 2026—
2027 season.

Coach Tyree brings a
wealth of experience and
success to Pomfret’s squash
program. He most recent-
ly served as the boys var-
sity squash head coach
at Deerfield Academy,
where he oversaw one of
the top programs in New
England for three seasons.

Prior to Deerfield, Coach
Tyree served as the inau-
gural director of squash
at Mercersburg Academy
in 2019, where he ele-
vated both the boys’ and
girls’ programs. The girls’
team secured a US Squash
Division IV ~ National
Championship in 2022

1902 and closed his baseball
career with them in 1904.
During his two years with the
team, he helped the Red Sox
beat the Pittsburgh Pirates
in five out of eight games
for the world’s champion-
ship and in 1904 aided the
club annex another league
pennant. Candy donned a
baseball uniform for the first
time in years in September
1930 when he appeared in a
benefit game at the Hub city
between players of all-Bos-
ton teams of his day. In
recent years he had been
employed as a watchman in a
Waterbury factory.” (geneal-
ogybank.com.; p. 16). “In his
12-season career, LaChance
was a 280 hitter with 39
home runs and 693 RBI’s”
(Nichols’ research). “Later
he played with Montreal

Ryan Tyree

before playing alongside
Division II schools such
as Middlesex, Choate, and
Exeter. The boys team pro-
gressed from competing
in Division V to Division
I over three seasons.

Tyree has also coached at

and Providence in the old
International League and
Waterbury and New Haven in
the Connecticut League. He
was survived by his widow,
Mrs. Mary LaChance, two
sons George J. and Charles
H., one daughter, Gladys M.,
and four brothers and four
sisters all of Waterbury”.
(Newspapers.com, Hartford
Courant, Aug. 19, 1932, p.
15).

While researching
this column, I also discov-
ered that “modern-day” base-
ball player, Bruce Boisclair,
who played for the New
York Mets, was also born in
Putnam. Because he was a
graduate of Killingly High
School, I had always asso-
ciated him with that town.
Bruce was born December 9,
1952 in Putnam, and starred

Eaglebrook School and later
at Williston Northampton
School, where he led the
boys squash team to a
US Squash Division VI
National Championship.
His coaching philoso-
phy has been shaped by
the mentorship of legend-

in football, basketball, and
baseball at Killingly High
School. He was drafted in
1970 by the New York Mets.
He made his major league
debut on September 11, 1974
and played outfield and pinch
hit for the Mets through 1979.
Bruce was a lefty in both bat-
ting and hitting. Boisclair
“also played for the Hanshin
Tigers of Nippon Professional
Baseball in 1980.” (Baseball-
reference.com; Wikipedia).

Northeastern
Connecticut has other indi-
viduals associated with pro-
fessional  baseball---Walt
Dropo, Roger LaFrancois,
and umpire Frank Dascoli.
However, I’ve run out of
space. I believe I’ve written
about them before. I’ll have
to check.

with top prep school experience
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ary Trinity College Men’s
Coach Paul Assaiante,
whose emphasis on lead-
ership and team building
has had a lasting influence
on his approach to devel-
oping  student-athletes.

Beyond the court, Tyree
is an  accomplished
English educator, holding
a Master’s degree in sec-
ondary education from the
University of Phoenix and a
Master’s degree in English
literature from Middlebury
College, where he was
twice awarded the Robert
Haiduke Poetry Prize.

Please join us in welcoming
Coach Tyree and his family
to the Pomfret community.
He will begin his duties as
an English faculty member
at the end of August and
can be reached at rtyree@
pomfret.org.

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, August 2026.

Special thanks to Nicole
Nichols  for information
on Candy LaChance and to
Michael Weaver for taking
shots of the baseball presen-
tation. For additional infor-
mation email me at marga-
retmweaver@gmail.com or
visit the Killingly Historical
Center at 196 Main St.,
Danielson, Wednesday or
Saturday 10 am.-4 p.m. or
call 860-779-7250. Like us
at Facebook www.facebook.
com/killinglyhistoricalsoci-
ety. For Windham County
Transcripts, visit killingly.
historyarchives.online cour-
tesy of the Killingly Public
Library.
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American Legion Post 67 needs you

HISTORIC POST FACES POSSIBLE LOSS OF CHARTER UNLESS LOCAL VETERANS STEP FORWARD

THOMPSON — For
more than a century,
American Legion Post 67
has represented the mili-
tary veterans of Thompson.
Now, after 106 years, that
tradition is in danger of dis-
appearing.

Post 67 was chartered
in 1920, in the aftermath
of the First World War,
when communities across
America were welcoming
home a generation of young
men who had served their
country overseas. During
the decades that followed,
the Post became a familiar
part of community life in
Thompson.

Today, however, Post 67
faces a crisis that money
alone cannot solve.

Its membership has
declined dramatically, and
the Post no longer has
enough qualified members
who are willing and able to
assume the leadership posi-
tions necessary to keep the
organization functioning.

Officials  from the
American Legion
Department of Connecticut
and the Legion’s 4th
District, which serves
Northeastern Connecticut,
are working to preserve Post
67. But unless qualified vet-
erans from Thompson step
forward to assume respon-
sibility for the Post, its char-
ter may ultimately have to
be revoked.

If that happens,
Thompson could lose
something that can never
truly be replaced.

More than a Legion Post

The military history of
Thompson did not begin
with the American Legion.

Men from this com-
munity have answered
their country’s call for
generations. Thompson’s
tradition of military ser-
vice reaches back to the
earliest settlements of
the region and continued
through the colonial wars,
the American Revolution,
War of 1812, Civil War,
Spanish-American ~ War,
two World Wars, Korea,
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf,
Iraq, Afghanistan and the
conflicts of the modern era.

Post 67 became one of the
institutions through which
that tradition was remem-
bered and passed from one

generation to another.

The veterans who found-
ed the Post in 1920 could
not have known what the
next century would bring.
They could not have
imagined Pearl Harbor,
Normandy, Iwo Jima, the
frozen mountains of Korea,
the jungles of Vietnam or
the deserts of Iraq.

But they understood
something important.

They knew that military
service creates an obliga-
tion not only to remember
those who served, but also
to preserve their memory
for generations that follow.

That remains one of the
most important purposes of
the American Legion.

Legion posts help com-
munities remember the
meaning behind traditions
Americans sometimes take
for granted. Memorial Day
is more than a three-day
weekend. Veterans Day is
more than another date on
the calendar.

They exist because gen-
erations of Americans put
on a uniform and served.

Some never came home.

Local veterans’ organiza-
tions have traditionally been
among the people making
certain their communities
remember them.

Post 67 has also support-
ed community activities,
including involvement with
the Tri-Town American
Legion Baseball Team, con-
tinuing another longstand-
ing American Legion tra-
dition of supporting young
people and community life.

A building worth saving

There is another reason
for urgency.

Post 67 possesses some-
thing increasingly uncom-
mon among small veterans’
organizations: its own sub-
stantial building and proper-
ty, located at 17 Thompson
Hill Rd, Thompson, CT
06277

The building contains
approximately 9,000 square
feet between its two levels
and has tremendous poten-
tial.

The  ground  floor
includes an attractive bar
area and large recreation
rooms with pool tables and
games. Upstairs is a spa-

cious dining and function
room capable of accommo-
dating 100 or more people,
together with a large, fully
equipped commercial-style
kitchen.

Men’s and women’s
restrooms are located on
both floors.

Outside is a very large
paved parking area, approx-
imately a dozen picnic
tables and a covered bar-
becue pit.

The wood-frame,
vinyl-sided building has an
asphalt-shingle roof that
appears to be in good condi-
tion. Heat is supplied by an
oil-fired boiler and hot-wa-
ter baseboard system. Three
air-handling units for air
conditioning are present,
although they are presently
not operational.

This is not simply an old
meeting hall.

It is a community asset
with real possibilities.

With responsible man-
agement, the facility could
potentially host weddings,
anniversary parties, birth-
day celebrations, reunions,
banquets, fundraisers, club
meetings, veterans’ events,
a quinceafiera, communi-
ty dinners, youth activities
and other private and public
functions.

The building has the
potential to generate reve-
nue rather than simply con-
sume it.

But first, there must be
an organization—and peo-
ple—willing to manage it.

What happens If Post 67
closes?

The consequences of los-
ing the Post’s charter could
extend far beyond removing
the number “67” from the
American Legion’s rolls.

If the charter is revoked
and the Post ceases to
exist, control of its assets
would be handled accord-
ing to applicable American
Legion rules and legal
requirements. The building
could ultimately pass under
the control of the American
Legion Department of
Connecticut and potential-
ly be sold, with proceeds
applied as required to out-
standing liens, debts and
other obligations.

Once the property is sold,
the opportunity may be
gone forever.

Abuilding that Thompson
veterans spent generations

establishing and maintain-
ing could pass out of veter-
ans’ hands.

And Thompson would
lose its American Legion
Post.

That outcome is not inev-
itable.

It doesn’t take hundreds
of veterans

Saving Post 67 does not
necessarily require hun-
dreds of new members.

What is desperately need-
ed is something much sim-
pler:

A small group of quali-
fied, responsible and civ-
ic-minded veterans will-
ing to become actively
involved.

The immediate need
is for veterans capable
of accepting leadership
responsibilities, restoring
effective management and
developing a realistic plan
for the future of the Post
and its property.

There may also be oppor-
tunities for financial or
organizational assistance if
a credible group of veter-
ans steps forward with the
willingness and ability to
rebuild the Post.

The building itself pro-
vides an enormous head
start.

Imagine Post 67 once
again busy with veter-
ans’ meetings. Imagine a
Saturday evening wedding
reception upstairs, a com-
munity dinner, a veterans’
breakfast, a fundraiser for
a Thompson family, an
American Legion Baseball
event or a Memorial Day
gathering.

Imagine younger veterans
from Iraq and Afghanistan
sitting at the same tables
once occupied by veter-
ans of Vietnam, Korea and
World War II.

That is possible.

But buildings cannot pre-
serve organizations.

People do.

Thompson still has vet-
erans

There are still hundreds
of military veterans living
in Thompson.

They served in different
branches, different places
and different generations.
Some spent careers in uni-
form. Others served one
enlistment and returned
home. Some served during
wartime; others served
during periods of peace.

They share something
relatively few Americans

experience: they raised their
right hand and accepted an
obligation to serve their
country.

Post 67 now needs some
of them to serve once
again—this time at home.

The commitment does
not require carrying a rifle,
deploying overseas or leav-
ing one’s family.

It requires attend-
ing meetings, accepting
responsibility, managing an
organization, maintaining
accountability and working
with fellow veterans and
the community.

It requires leadership.

Those qualities should
sound familiar to anyone
who has worn the uniform.

What will Thompson vet-
erans leave behind?

There is a larger question
facing Thompson’s veter-
ans.

When the last World War
I veterans were gone, the
veterans of World War II
carried the Legion forward.

As that generation aged,
Korean War and Vietnam
veterans increasingly
assumed responsibility.

Today, those generations
are disappearing.

The question is whether
younger veterans will pick
up what they left behind.

A charter issued in 1920
has survived the Great
Depression, another World
War, Korea, Vietnam, the
Cold War, the Persian Gulf
War, September 11, Iraq
and Afghanistan.

It would be a terrible
irony if Post 67 survived
all of that only to disappear
because no one was willing
to take responsibility for it.

Future generations of
Thompson residents may
someday ask what hap-
pened to their American
Legion Post.

The answer has not yet
been written.

A few good men and
women

There is still time.

Post 67 does not need
someone to rescue it sin-
gle-handedly. It needs a
team.

It needs a few good men
and women—military vet-
erans who are responsible,
energetic and civic-mind-
ed—to sit down togeth-
er, examine the finances,
evaluate the property, work
with American Legion lead-
ership and determine what
can be done.

Perhaps the Post can be
reconstituted and revital-
ized.

Perhaps its building can
once again become a busy
gathering place.

Perhaps new members
can be recruited.

Perhaps Post 67 can
begin its second century
with a renewed purpose.

But none of those things
can happen unless someone
steps forward.

More than a hundred
years ago, Thompson’s
World War I veterans came
home and established
American Legion Post 67
for themselves, their fellow
veterans and the generations
that would follow them.

They did their part.

Now it is our turn.

If you are an eligible
military veteran living in
Thompson—or a veteran
with ties to the commu-
nity—this is the time to
become involved.

Don’t wait until the doors
are locked, the charter is
gone and a “For Sale”
sign appears in front of the
building.

By then, it may be too
late.

Thompson  American
Legion Post 67 has stood
since 1920. Whether it will
stand for another generation
may now depend upon a
handful of veterans willing
to answer one more call to
service.

“Veterans
How to Help”

Contact American Legion
District 4 Commander John
Whetton, phone: 860-990-
5432, or email: jhwhetton@
outlook.com, or Putnam’s
Post 13  Commander
Michael Rocchetti, phone
860-933-5193, or email:
michael.j.rocchetti@gmail.
com. They would be glad
to set up an informational
meeting to further explain
the needs of Post 67.

Needed —
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Superior Products. Exceptional Service’

SALE

windows
& doors

T,
& g AL

This is our 31-Day Sale, and that
means it won’t last! Summer is
almost over, making it the perfect
time to update your windows and
doors. Take advantage of our special
discounts & financing now!

There are weekend & evening
appointments available.
Book yours before August 31!

Sale ends August 31

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, — PLUS —

oo}?N(E)FF $45 OFF

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR!

. PAY NOTHING FOR 12 MONTHS!:-

PLUS
| NO Money Down ¢« NO Monthly Payments ¢« NO Interest

Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before 12-month promo period expires.

e Our windows are custom-built with our
exclusive Fibrex® material and available
in 9 exterior colors, 6 interior colors or
3 stainable wood interior options.

e Our SmartSun™ glass is 70% more
energy efficient than ordinary dual-pane
glass in the warmer months.?

* In addition to quality windows and
exceptional service, we also provide the
Nation’s Best Warranty* coverage.

FINAL week to book your FREE
Window and Door Diagnosis

59-456-0067

ACCLAIM ENSEMBLE

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS —ENTRY DOORS —

EXCLUSIVELY FROM RENEWAL by ANDERSEN EXCLUSIVELY FROM RENEWAL by ANDERSEN

'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 6 or more. Buy 3 windows or doors and get the second 3 windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off - applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. $45 off each window or door discount valid during
first appointment only. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 8/31/26 with the purchase then occurring on or before 9/10/26. Products are marketed, sold and installed
(but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. RI 36079. All residents of islands will be
subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2026 Andersen Corporation. ©2026 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

2Plan 4521. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 14.26% - 21.19% APR (interest rates range from 15.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. Monthly payments are not required during the Promo Period. Loans for
the GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, or familial status. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS
#1416362. www.nmisconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed to banks and other financial institutions for their use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is a financial technology company
that manages the GreenSky® consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to banks and other financial institutions that make or hold program loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms
are determined by program lenders.

%Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration"
Default Tables. It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color,
insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details.




