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Barton sworn in as Charlton Fire Chief Southbridge

Charlton Fire Chief Rob Barton is sworn in before a large audience of family and department members.

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Charl-
ton Board of Selectmen ad-
dressed several personnel
matters relating to emergen-
cy services during a meeting
on Jan. 14, including the of-
ficial pinning of the new fire
chief and the announcement
of an impending retirement
in the police department.

The big moment of the
night was the pinning of new
Fire Chief Rob Barton who
was promoted following the
retirement of Ed Knopf at
the end of 2024. Barton was
joined by a room full of fam-

ily, friends, and department
employees as he was sworn
in to lead as chief for the fore-
seeable future.

“I want to thank the Town
Administrator and the Board
of Selectmen for this oppor-
tunity I have an incredible
support network with my
family — the members of the
Charlton Fire Department,
and the countless friends that
have come to support me. It’s
been an incredible transition
so far, but if it wasn’t for the
team that I have an absolute
honor and privilege to lead it
would be so much more dif-
ficult, but Chief Knopf has
done and incredible job with

the department and I'm for-
tune enough to take over and
just continue the phenome-
nal work that he has done,”
said Barton.

The meeting also an-
nounced from the Charlton
Police Department with Lit.
Keith Cloutier submitting
his intention to retire in July
after 30 years of service to
the town. The selectmen ac-
cepted the notice with regret.
Although Lt. Cloutier has
plenty of time left with the
department, Selectman Da-
vid Singer made sure to com-
pliment his service and com-
mitment to the community.

“A sincere thank you for
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lieutenant’s service to the
town. Thirty years is a signif-
icant achievement and he’s
given a lot, and I just hope
he knows that everything he
gave is very much appreciat-
ed,” said Singer.

Selectmen did not an-
nounce how they plan to ap-
proach filling the vacancy.

The Board of Selectmen
also approved new contracts
for both Chief Barton and Po-
lice Chief Daniel Dowd. The
meeting also confirmed the
hiring of two new positions
for the police department
adding a new dispatcher and
a traffic controller.

Sturbridge Planning Board OK’s
ADU bylaw changes

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — The Plan-
ning Board is sending revised
zoning bylaws implementing
a new state law expanding by-
right use of “accessory dwell-
ing units” (ADUs) to the April
Town Meeting after unani-
mously approving them Jan.
13.

According to Planner Jean
Bubon, the changes will allow
ADUs - commonly termed
in-law apartments — in “ev-
ery district that allows sin-
gle-family homes.” To qual-
ify, they need to be less than

900 square feet or half of the
home’s gross square footage
(not just living space), which-
ever is smaller. They can be
within the home if they have
a separate entrance or access
via a shared hallway, or be
built in an accessory struc-
ture on the property that is
not currently being used for
human habitation. Either
way, they need their own util-
ities.

Although state law says
they do not have to be occu-
pied by relatives, their use as
short-term rentals is “specif-
ically prohibited,” she added.

Additionally, the law still
allows towns to require they
meet certain other things,
such as parking, setback, lot
coverage and building code,
and to require people seek-
ing them on existing noncon-
forming lots to get approval
from the Zoning Board.

Larger ADUs will still
need special permits.

“Nothing we’ve seen or KP
Law [the town’s attorney] has
seen gives us any indication
that what we’ve written won’t
be consistent with how [the
law] comes out,” Bubon said.

She noted the state doesn’t

like bylaws using the phrase
“consistent with the charac-
ter of the neighborhood,” but
argued having that “makes a
lot of sense for a lot of rea-
sons.”

Regarding the issue of
short-term rentals, Bubon
said the town has already
seen people buying homes
for that purpose, and she rou-
tinely tracks the web seeking
such ads. Also, she noted the
revised bylaw shifts enforce-
ment from the selectboard to
the building inspector.

That public hearing came
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Bay Path UNICEF Club supports Philippine athlete

CHARLTON — The Bay
Path  Practical  Nursing
Academy UNICEF Club 2025
through their elected offi-
cers supports Philippine
Athlete, Cyrusjet Tedi Bueno
of Quezon City, Philippines.
Harnessing the uniting pow-
er of sports to bring focus to
global citizenship, the prac-
tical nursing students and
UNICEF Club officers believe
in sports as a critical tool in
teaching Kkids about team-
work and inclusion, creating
safe spaces, overall childhood
development, and foster-
ing community engagement.

The UNICEF Club elected
officers are Elizabeth Acha-
yo of Worcester as chair, Ta-
mara Lidonde of Spencer as

co-chair, Delene Sars-
field of Charlton as secre-
tary, Loise Ngigi of South

Grafton as treasurer, and Ra-

chel Anane of Worcester as
press relations officer. Acha-
yo holds a college diploma in
Human Services (career guid-
ing and counseling, from Ken-
ya). She is a support special-
ist with the Justice Resource
Institute (Framingham,
MA). Lidonde is a Certified
Nursing Assistant (CNA)
with experience working at
Venture Community Services
and CareOne Concord. She
completed her secondary ed-
ucation at Worcester Techni-
cal High School. Sarsfield is a
CNA at CareOne at Millbury.
She graduated from Holy
Name Central Catholic Jr./
Sr. High School in Worces-
ter. Ngigi currently works
for Venture Community Ser-
vices (Sturbridge) as a direct
support professional. She
graduated from Moi Girls Ka-
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for Hamlton

Street

BY GUS STEEVES

CORRESPONDENT
SOUTHBRIDGE — The
third time’s the charm for
Southbridge.
Earlier this month, the

town got notice that its third
attempt to seek federal RAISE
grant funding to repair Hamil-
ton Street was approved, to the
tune of $8 million.

“We sent pleading emails
in the eleventh hour and kept
our expectations low, but to our
amazement, were notified two
weeks ago,” Economic Develop-
ment Director Peg Dean said.

This would have been the
town’s last chance to apply,
and Southbridge was “auto-
matically brought in” to this
application round on the basis
of previously nearly reaching
the goal.

But Hamilton Street isn’t go-
ing to happen immediately. It’s
one project among several that
will reshape downtown over
the next few years.

Dean said the first one to be
done will be North Street and
the side streets along it this
summer. Phase one of the Riv-
er/Crane project (from Hamil-
ton to Dexter-Russell) and the
Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail
also start this year. (Phase two
of River/Crane, from Dexter
to Pleasant, is being designed
this year for construction next
year.)

The massive Transportation
Improvement Project (TIP) will
start this fall; that entails re-
arranging Central, Larochelle,
Foster and Hook streets and
has been in planning for nearly
a decade. That project’s slated
to take 30 months and begin
with water/sewer lines and
drainage work. But the work
actually stops just south of
Larochelle, so the town is also
looking into how to complete
Central and Foster to Main.

Dean said starting Hamilton
has to wait until River/Crane
is complete next year because
of the drainage work that will
affect both streets.

“Hamilton Street will prob-
ably finish last of all the proj-
ects,” with work probably
beginning in three years, she
said.

That’s partly because a dif-
ferent TIP project is replacing
the two Mill Street bridges,
and the town doesn’t want to
block off the alternate routes
through town at the same time.
That work will wait until Riv-
er/Crane is done, too.

“We’re trying to maintain
access to all our businesses
during construction,” she add-
ed, noting the town also hopes
this work — especially the rail
trail — inspires people to start
new businesses in town. Re-
garding the rail trail, when
that work’s done, it will not in-
clude a bridge over the rotary,
but “we’ll certainly be keeping
our eyes out” for ways to fund
one. Once people start using it,
she said she expects a stronger
public push to add one, but cost
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Legislators seek support for those dealing
with crumbling foundations

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — For area
residents who have grap-
pled with the crumbling
foundations crisis since
2017, disappointment
and setbacks have be-
come all too familiar.
But in spite of the latest
hitch endured when the
State House of Represen-
tatives failed to take up
a bill meant to support
affected homeowners,
the new year is bringing
fresh waves of hope.

During the final leg-
islative session of 2024,
House members took no
action on the bill that
was approved by State
Senate members. Had
the bill been greenlight-
ed, it would have provid-
ed desperately needed
support to homeowners.

“It’s frustrating that
the House failed to take
up the crumbling foun-
dations bill in the previ-
ous legislative session,
but we’re not giving up
and will refile legislation
this month,” said State
Sen. Peter Durant (R—
Spencer). “I am hopeful
that we can garner sup-
port from our colleagues
in the House, many of
whom have constituents
struggling with this is-
sue.”

The crisis began in
2017 with the discov-
ery of multiple deteri-
orating foundations in
northern Connecticut
and west-central Mas-
sachusetts, all of which
were constructed with
concrete produced from
stone aggregate that was
supplied by the same

quarry in Willington,
Conn.
A 2018 investiga-

tion confirmed that the
presence of a naturally
occurring iron sulfide
mineral—pyrrhotite—
tainted the stone aggre-
gate produced from one
vein of the quarry. Be-
cause the mineral caus-
es a slow deterioration
of concrete foundations
when exposed to oxy-
gen and water, problems
didn’t start surfacing at
homes until many years
after they were built.
Homes constructed
between 1983 and 2015
could be impacted by the
crisis, officials said. The
majority of the tainted
concrete was supplied
by the now defunct J.J.
Mottes Concrete and
Septic Supply Company

in Stafford, Conn.

Cracking, flaking,
bowing, and separation
of concrete are all in-
dicators of a problem
that could jeopardize the
entire house if not ad-
dressed, officials warn.

The cost to replace
a foundation ranges
between $150,000 and
$250,000 per house. Most
home insurance policies
do not cover costs associ-
ated with the crisis.

In recent years, many
homeowners whose
foundations are show-
ing signs of deteriora-
tion have been afraid
to get testing done and
risk being unable to sell
their properties. Other
residents have passed
up opportunities to buy
homes because they
weren’t able to get exten-

sive testing done in fin-
ished basements.

Having spent several
years advocating for af-
fected homeowners, lo-
cal legislators explained
that it’s critical to con-
tinue putting pressure
on their colleagues and
conveying the direness
of the situation.

“We often hear about
affordable housing and
ways the legislature can
work to provide that, yet
we have people who can
afford their homes until
their foundations crum-
ble from a naturally oc-
curring element, and we
are not working quickly
enough to help them re-
tain their homes,” Du-
rant said.

This year’s refiled
bill would establish a
commission to study the

best ways to deal with
the growing problem
of crumbling concrete.
Bay State legislators
are hoping to catch up
to their counterparts in
Connecticut, who have
already taken several
significant actions to as-
sist homeowners.
“Connecticut has es-
tablished a workable
program, and we cer-
tainly could use that as a
model, or find a method
more suitable for Massa-
chusetts,” Durant said.
Last year, the pro-
posed legislation was
passed in the Senate at a
formal summer session,
then again at an infor-
mal December session.

Funds proposed for infrastructure statewide

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — Gov. Mau-

ra Healey recently an-
nounced major upgrades
planned for the state’s

roads, bridges, and re-
gional  transportation
systems.

During an an-

nouncement ear-

lier this month,
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A major division of geological

be filed as legis-
lation in the com-
ing weeks as part
of the Governor’s
Fiscal Year 2026
budget proposal
and an accompa-
nying supplemen-
tal budget.

“This historic
transportation
proposal rep-
resents smart, for-
ward-thinking fis-
cal management,
and it will have
an impact on peo-
ple in all regions
of our state,” said
Healey. “We’re
going to invest
billions of dollars
to deliver better
roads, less traffic,
safer bridges, and
a transit system
that works in ev-

ery region.”
Across central
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and southeast 32. Ageless
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8. Small biting flies 36. Worn

bridge improvements.
The Governor’s new
plan is expected to bring
relief to drivers whose
daily commutes not only
cause traffic headaches,
but also damage to ve-
hicles due to banged-up
roads.

“This plan will ac-
celerate our efforts to
repair crumbling bridg-
es, fix our -culverts,
and advance important
projects throughout the
state,” said Lt. Gov. Kim
Driscoll. “Our adminis-
tration knows the role
a safe, reliable, and effi-
cient transportation sys-
tem plays in the future of
Massachusetts, and this
plan represents a gigan-
tic step forward.”

If approved, the pro-
posal would direct $857
million in surplus Fair
Share revenue from
FY24 to public transpor-
tation. Additionally, the
proposal would dedi-
cate $765 million in Fair
Share resources from
FY26 to the Common-
wealth Transportation
Fund.

As part of the capital
expansion effort, Gov-
ernor Healey intends to
file a multi-year Chapter
90 bill later this month
that would grow the
funding pool directed to
cities and towns to $300
million per year for five

years.
The transportation
proposal includes $2.5

billion for road and
bridge repairs across the
state through MassDOT,
with money set aside for
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culverts, small bridge
repairs, and safety and
congestion hotspots.

The funding would
also allow for projects
advancing east-west
rail operations. These
include proposed capac-
ity improvements near
Pittsfield, track work
and accessibility up-
grades in Springfield,
and station planning in
Palmer. The ultimate
goal is to reduce traffic
congestion by offering
fast, reliable rail service
linking the Berkshires to
Boston.

“Gov. Healey and
Lt. Gov. Driscoll have
stressed that transpor-
tation systems must
work if we want our
communities to thrive,”
said Massachusetts
Transportation  Secre-
tary and CEO Monica
Tibbits-Nutt. “With the
Governor’s plan, we are
taking very actionable
steps to increase the use
of Fair Share revenue
and offer municipali-
ties more
money
through
the Chap-
ter 90 pro-
gram.”

A d
ditional
proposed
funding
includes
$400 mil-
lion to
address
workforce
and safety
initiatives
identified

None

as necessary by the Fed-
eral Transit Authority;
$25 million for a Winter
Resilience  Assistance
Program for municipal-
ities; and $25 million for
RTA workforce recruit-
ment and retention.

The Governor also
plans to use $1.2 billion
in Grant Anticipation
Notes (GANSs) to borrow
against future federal
highway grants to fi-
nance priority projects
statewide.

The financing plan
was heavily informed by
the work of the Trans-
portation Funding Task
Force, which was creat-
ed by Governor Healey
through executive order
last January. The task
force spent the past year
reviewing current and
projected revenue sourc-
es.

To learn more about
the Governor’s transpor-
tation and infrastruc-
ture proposals, visit
WWW.mass.gov.
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Old Sturbridge Village announces new Vice
Presidents of External Affairs and Development

STURBRIDGE — Old
Sturbridge Village
(OSV), New England’s
largest living history
museum, has appoint-
ed Kate McEvoy as Vice
President of External
Affairs and Bridget
Baratta as Vice Presi-
dent of Development, the
organization announced
today. These senior lead-
ership roles further
strengthen the muse-
um’s efforts to enhance
public engagement and
expand its philanthropic
initiatives.

‘As Old Sturbridge
Village grows its reach
and impact, we are
thrilled to expand our
leadership to include
these new positions to
engage more people with
the good work of the
Village. We are proud to
welcome talented lead-
ers like Kate and Bridget
to our team,” said Jim
Donahue, President and
CEO of Old Sturbridge
Village. “Their leader-
ship will help carry for-
ward the Village’s mis-
sion to engage, educate,
and inspire through his-
tory.”

As Vice President of

role in advancing the
museum’s mission by
leading efforts to build
and strengthen relation-
ships with key external
stakeholders, including
local, regional, and na-
tional organizations,
governmental agencies,
legislators and commu-
nity leaders. She will
spearhead the develop-
ment of strategic part-
nerships that support
the museum’s education-
al initiatives, broaden its
community engagement
and amplify its presence
in both the public and
philanthropic  sectors.
In addition, McEvoy will
oversee the development
of comprehensive ex-
ternal communications
strategies that will pro-
mote the museum’s ini-
tiatives and programs.
McEvoy brings more
than 25 years of exper-
tise in strategic relation-
ship building, market
development, and civic
engagement. Before join-
ing OSV, McEvoy served
as Vice President of Cor-
porate Relations at UMa-
ss Memorial Health,
where she worked with
key stakeholders in the

crease market share and
enhance the organiza-
tion’s visibility. During
her tenure, McEvoy led
initiatives such as cre-
ating direct employer
engagement programs,
facilitating community
partnerships and ad-
vancing anchor mission
activities.

She also served as
Vice President for Cen-
tral and Western Massa-
chusetts at Harvard Pil-
grim Health Care, where
she was responsible for
the organization’s prof-
it-and-loss performance
for the regions of Mas-
sachusetts outside of
metro Boston. This work
included strategic plan-
ning, market growth and
civic engagement. Earli-
er in her career, she held
leadership roles at Fal-
lon Community Health
Plan, where she oversaw
external affairs includ-
ing government rela-
tions and philanthropic
activities. She holds a
Bachelor of Arts from
Worcester State Univer-
sity.

“Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage is one of the most
celebrated institutions

a revered living history
experience,” McEvoy
said. “I'm thrilled to be
joining the team at such
an exciting time and
look forward to working
with our communities
to help even more people
enjoy all that OSV has to
offer.”

Bridget Baratta will
serve as Vice President
of Development, where
she will oversee the mu-
seum’s fundraising and
membership efforts, in-
cluding annual giving,
major and capital gifts,
and planned giving.
Baratta will be respon-
sible for developing and
implementing strategies
to grow and diversify the
museum’s donor base,
ensuring continued fi-
nancial support for Old
Sturbridge Village’s pro-
grams and initiatives.

Baratta, a native
of South Dartmouth,
brings over two decades
of nonprofit develop-

team and operations, as
well as managing a com-
prehensive portfolio of
donors comprising $1.5
billion of charitable as-
sets.

Baratta also held lead-
ership roles at the Soci-
ety of Four Arts in Palm
Beach, Fla. where she
spearheaded a $100 mil-
lion capital campaign,
as well as at the Mar-
tin County Community
Foundation, Palm Beach
700 & Conversation Soci-
ety and Oxbridge Acade-
my. She holds a Bachelor
of Arts in International
Business from George
Washington University
and a Master of Science
in Education Policy &
Administration from the
University of Pennsyl-
vania.

“I have fond memo-
ries of visiting Old Stur-
bridge Village as a child
and I am excited to part-
ner with such an incred-
ible team, devoted mem-

programs to even more
people,” Baratta said.

In their respective
roles, McEvoy and
Baratta will work closely
with President and CEO
Jim Donahue, the Exec-
utive Leadership team,
and Board of Trustees to
drive forward Old Stur-
bridge Village’s strategic
vision. Their combined
expertise in external af-
fairs and development
will be instrumental in
evolving Old Sturbridge
Village’s programs and
ensuring long-term sus-
tainability.

“Kate and Bridget’s
appointments reflect our
commitment to bring-
ing exceptional leader-
ship to Old Sturbridge
Village,” said Donahue.
“Their talent and expe-
rience will help us move
forward with continuing
our mission as a signifi-
cant regional education-
al resource and national
leader in living history.”
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External Affairs, McE-
voy will play a pivotal
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healthcare market to in-
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DA’ office receives $50,000 to implement
Juvenile Diversion program

WORCESTER — The Worcester
County District Attorney’s Office has
received a $50,000 grant to expand its
youth diversion program to the resi-
dents of Southbridge and Fitchburg,
according to Worcester County Dis-
trict Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr.

The grant from the Executive
Office of Public Safety and Security
(EOPSS) will allow the office, in collab-
oration with Choices, Inc., to expand
the Early Diversion Worcester (EDW)
program, which diverts vulnerable ad-
olescents between the ages of 12 to 18
who might otherwise enter the crimi-
nal justice system due to the impact of
school suspensions.

“By reaching kids early, we
can work to adapt and modify behav-
ior, while hopefully preventing a life-
time of involvement with the criminal
justice system,” Early said. “This is
crime prevention at its best.”

The current Early Diversion Pro-
gram has successfully enrolled and
screened 60 youth since its full im-
plementation in February 2024. One
parent of a participant shared, “The
Choices program is a supportive, ac-
cepting environment that has had a

huge impact on my son and our fam-
ily. In just a couple of months, he has
made new friends and has found the
motivation to strive for his dreams
again. We are forever grateful.”

Research by Citizens For Juvenile
Justice (CFJJ) has shown that youth
are twice as likely to be arrested
during periods of school suspension
or expulsion. In response to this issue,
the Healey-Driscoll Administration
allocated nearly $200,000 through the
Title II Formula Grant Program to
support nonprofit organizations, local
police, and state agencies working to
prevent at-risk youth from entering
the juvenile justice system. The fund-
ing is designed to improve outcomes
for adolescents through communi-
ty-based organizations that offer es-
sential services and support.

The program offers a pre-arrest
diversion model that provides com-
prehensive, trauma-informed, recov-
ery-oriented, and equity-based behav-
ioral health services to youth and their
families. These services will be pro-
vided at the Choices program center
in Worcester, where participants will
receive individualized care.

Voluntary participants in the pro-
gram will undergo a comprehensive
intake and assessment, which will
guide the devel-
opment of a per-
son-centered care
plan. This plan will
consider the child’s
current risk status,
history, available
resources, and the
needs of both the
child and their
family. In addition,
participants  will
have access to daily
programming and
free transportation

| In Home Service Calls

Sales & Service_

o

e e b | GREAT SELECTION OF

IESSSEET S| NEW AND GENTLY USED
APPLIANCES

NEW & USED APPLIANGES
508-867-3122 <

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 ™~

www.davesapp.com %

42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 « Sat 10-3

FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

+Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins » Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept » Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

to the Choices cen-
ter in Worcester. It
is anticipated that
the program will
assist 20 to 25 youth
through the dura-
tion of the grant.

E%LSLIPEHICIH STORAGE

WE'LL MOVE
YOU FOR
FREE!

Move in SPECIAL!
First 25 NEW Customers

SOUTHBRIDGE POLICE LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police
Department reported the following arrests from
Jan. 13-27.

A 25-year-old male from Somers, Conn. re-
ceived a summons in lieu of arrest on Jan. 13 for
operating an uninsured and unregistered motor
vehicle.

Javier Reyes Otero, age 41, of Southbridge was
arrested on Jan. 13 for multiple counts of drug
possession.

William J. Blouin, age 50, of Southbridge was
arrested on Jan. 14 in connection with a warrant
for Assault & Battery on a Person with Intellectu-
al Disabilities.

A 33-year-old male from Southbridge received
a summons in lieu of arrest on Jan. 14 for operat-
ing an unregistered motor vehicle.

Matthew Zachary Franzen, age 28, of Webster
was arrested on Jan. 14 for Criminal Harass-
ment, Violation of an Abuse Prevention Order,
and in connection with a warrant.

Angel D. Pitre, age 54, of Southbridge was ar-
rested on Jan. 15 for a Marked Lanes Violation
and Operating a motor vehicle after suspension
of license.

Alvaro Isaia Pojoy, age 42, of Southbridge was
arrested on Jan. 16 for Failure to Stop for Police,
Operating Under the Influence (liquor), Negli-
gent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and driving
at a rate of speed greater than was reasonable or
proper.

A 36-year-old male from Southbridge was tak-
en into protective custody on Jan. 17 in connec-
tion with multiple warrants.

Jennifer Corso, age 54, of Coventry, Conn. was
arrested on Jan. 17 for Speeding, Negligent Op-
eration of a Motor Vehicle, Failure to Stop for
Police, operating an uninsured and unregistered
motor vehicle, and Operating Under the Influ-
ence (liquor).

A 46-year-old male from Southbridge received

a summons in lieu of arrest on Jan. 17 for Misde-
meanor Breaking & Entering.

A 26-year-old male from Woodstock, Conn. was
taken into protective custody on Jan. 18.

A 36-year-old female and 40-year-old male
from Southbridge received summonses in lieu
of arrest on Jan. 19 for Assault with a Dangerous
Weapon.

Ciro Jesus Gonzalez Padilla, age 54, of South-
bridge was arrested on Jan. 22 for Use of an Elec-
tronic Device while Operating a Motor Vehicle
(first offense) and operating

72 MAIN ST
NORTH GROSVENORDALE, CT 06255

860-792-1088

WWWWV.SUPERIORSTORAGECT.COM

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME
www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

amotor vehicle after suspen-
sion of license.

A 28-year-old male from
Charlton received a sum-

mons in lieu of arrest on
Jan. 26 for Possession of a
Class B Drug.

A 22-year-old female from
Southbridge was taken into
protective custody on Jan.
26.

A 39-year-old male from
Worcester was taken into
protective custody on Jan.
217.

A 38-year-old male from
Webster received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest on
Jan. 27 for Assault & Battery
on a Family or Household
Member (second offense),
Violation of an Abuse Pre-
vention Order, and multiple
counts of Assault & Battery
with a Dangerous Weapon
in violation of a Protection
Order.

[—
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WASTE SERVICE —
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

Fully Insured == =
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FEBRUARY EVENTS AT CHARLTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

For further details and to register
for programs, please visit our Web site
(charltonlibrary.org)

Additional parking is available
across the street at Town Hall and at the
Elementary School.

Movies @ The Library

All showings are on Tuesdays at 1:00
ONLY unless noted - Community Meet-
ing Room - No registration required.

February 4 : THE KILLER’S GAME.
2024. Rated R. Runtime 104 minutes.
Featuring Sofia Boutella, Dave Bautis-
ta, Lucy Cork, Pom Klementieff, and
Scott Adkins.

February 11 : CONCLAVE. 2024. Rat-
ed PG. Runtime 120 minutes. Starring
Ralph Fiennes, Jacek Koman, Lucian
Msamati, Stanley Tucci, and John Lith-
SOW.

February 18 : WICKED. 1:00 & 4:30 (2
showings!) 2024. Rated PG. Runtime 160
minutes. Featuring Cynthia Erivo, Ar-
iana Grande, Jonathan Bailey, and Jeff
Goldblum.

February 25 : THE CRITIC. 2024. Rat-
ed R. Runtime 101 minutes. Starring
Ian McKellen, Gemma Arterton, Mark
Strong, and Lesley Manville.

Threaded Together Fiber Arts
Group (formerly Silver Needles Knit &
Crochet Group)

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 - Upstairs
Reading Room - No registration re-
quired

Bring your current project and relax
with friends. All are welcome regard-
less of skill level.

Lifecycle of Seeds

Tuesday, February 4, 6:00-7:00 - Com-
munity Meeting Room - Registration
requested

The knowledgeable folks from Black-
stone Valley Veggie Gardens will be
here to teach us all about sowing, har-
vesting and storing seeds. This presen-

tation deals with all types of seed start-
ing as well as which seeds to harvest
and how to store them to add to your
sustainable life. Registration is appreci-
ated but not required.

Better Read Than Dead Book Club -
THE GOOD MOTHERS by Alex Perry

Wednesday, February 5, 11:00-12:00 -
Sibley Reading Area - No registration
required

A monthly meetup to discuss fasci-
nating true crime books. Books avail-
able from circulation prior to discus-
sion.

10 Steps to Researching the History
of Your House in Charlton

Thursday, February 6, 6:00 - 7:30 -
Community Meeting Room - Registra-
tion requested

Have you ever wondered about the
history of your house? In this presen-
tation by house historian and gene-
alogist Marian Pierre-Louis you will
learn where to find existing informa-
tion about your house. Then we will
talk about the rewarding experience of
researching the history of your house.
Steps will be provided to get you started
on your journey to discover the people
and stories that make up the fascinat-
ing and unique history of your house.
Marian has been researching house
histories for over 25 years. She has re-
searched hundreds of houses across
Massachusetts and New England.

Chocolate 101: A Tasting and Talk

Saturday, February 8, 11:00 - 12:00 -
Dexter Hall - Registration is required

Join the always popular Victoria
from Cocoa Beantown and try samples
of high-quality chocolate totally unlike
the chocolate you've had before. She
will also bring plenty of props for re-
view, along with the latest information
on local and global chocolate. Great for
all you chocoholics out there, just in
time for Valentine’s Day!

Friends of the Library Meeting
Tuesday, February 11, 3:30-4:30 - Com-

Nomination papers available for
Southbridge town election

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Annual Town Election will be held in Southbridge on
Tuesday, June 10, and nomination papers will be available to persons who wish to

run for local office in the Town Election beginning on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

The offices needing to be filled are:
Councilor At Large

School Committee

School Committee

Board of Assessors

So. Worc. Cnty. Regional Vocational School Comm

Southbridge Housing Authority
Southbridge Redevelopment Authority

(Three Years) Three
Three Years) Two

(One Year) One
(Three Years) One
(Three Years) One
(Five Years) One
(Five Years) One

Nomination papers require 43 signatures for all town-wide offices. Nomina-
tion papers must be returned to the Town Clerk’s Office for certification of sig-
natures by Tuesday, April 22 at 5 p.m. For more information regarding the Town
Election for Southbridge and how to obtain nomination papers, call the Office of
the Town Clerk at 508-764-5408.
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Hi! My name is Mikel and |
can make one handed three
shots in basketball!

Mikel is a thoughtful, ma-
ture and likeable teen. When
asked to describe his personal-
ity, Mikel stated “I am friendly,
and | try to be kind to others.”
Mikel has a variety of interests.
He loves watching and playing
sports, specifically basketball
and football. Mikel enjoys sing-
ing and dancing to pop and
HipHop music. He is a real fan
of songs by Bruno Mars and
Anderson .Paak. Mikel also
likes playing video games such as Mario and NBA 2K.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/7138

Mikel

Age 17
Registration # 7138

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and
teens in foster care.
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munity Meeting Room

Monthly meeting of Friends of
Charlton Public Library. All are wel-
come.

Learn to Make a Valentine’s Char-
cuterie Board

Tuesday, February 11, 6:00-7:30 - Dex-
ter Hall

Cherise (from Charcuterie by Cher-
ise) will teach us tips and tricks for cre-
ating personal sized boards just in time
for Valentine’s Day. For adults and teens
ages 13 and up. Class limited to 30 par-
ticipants and requires a non-refundable
copay of $15.00. Please visit the adult
circulation desk to register and pay.

CPL Book Discussion - MEMORIAL
DRIVE: A Daughter’s Memoir by Nata-
sha Threthewey

Thursday, February 9, 6:00-7:00 - Com-
munity Meeting Room - No registration

Books are available for checkout at
the adult circulation desk one month
prior to discussion.

Check library event calendar listing
for Zoom link.

Take Great Videos with your Smart-
phone

Saturday, February 15, 11:00-2:00 -
Community Meeting Room - Registra-
tion required

Professional Photographer Peter
Glass returns to help us unlock the
full potential of our smartphones and
transform ideas into captivating videos
for personal projects, social media, doc-
umenting events, or even small busi-
ness marketing. This hands-on course
is designed for those eager to learn
the essentials of shooting high-quali-
ty videos using just their smartphone.
Whether you're a beginner or looking
to sharpen your skills, this class will
guide you through the entire process —
from learning the basics of your smart-
phone’s video camera to working with
a high quality (and free!) editing pro-
gram to produce your final, polished
video. Bring your fully charged smart-
phone, the smartphone’s charger, and
any accessories you have.

Saturday Acoustic Roots Jam

Saturday, February 15, 12:00-1:30 -
Community Meeting Room

An acoustic only music jam. Open to
all 18+. From September through May
the group meets at Charlton Public Li-
brary, and from June through August
the group meets at an off-site location.
Email Rich at Cule5632@gmail.com for
more information.

Alzheimer’s
Group
Thursday, February 20, 6:00-7:30
Community Meeting Room - No regis-
tration required
Led by experienced caregivers and
offers information, resources, and strat-
egies specific to caring for someone
with Alzheimer’s and other Dementias
along with support for transitioning to
different care settings. No registration
Co-sponsored by Tri-Valley and Charl-
ton Public Library:

Caregiver  Support

Death Cafe

Thursday, February 20, 6:00-7:30 -
Dexter Hall - No registration required

A group-directed discussion of
death with no agenda, objectives or
course of action, no set conclusions
and no judgment. Death Cafés pro-
vide a safe environment to gather, eat
cake, drink tea or coffee, and enjoy
open-minded conversation about dy-
ing and death. It is an opportunity to
share, explore and question our own
perceptions of death. It’s not a be-
reavement session. Questions? Email
kwalker4@mac.com.

Learn Ukulele with Julie

Saturday, February 22, 12:30 - 1:30 -
Community Meeting Room - Registra-
tion required

Want to try an instrument that is
fun and easy to play? Join Julie Ste-
panek as she shows the fundamentals
of ukulele playing. No experience nec-
essary. Some ukuleles will be provid-
ed, or bring your own! Recommended
for ages 14+. Julie Stepanek lives in a
pine forest in western Massachusetts
where she raised a son and taught her-
self how to play the ukulele. She has
been teaching and making music at li-
braries, preschools and senior centers
throughout New England for the last
twelve years. Registration required as
space is limited!

Needle Felted Cottage

Wednesday, February 12, 10:30-12:00
- Community Meeting Room - Registra-
tion required

Tuesday, February 25, 6:00-7:30 -
Community Meeting Room - Registra-
tion required

This month we’re learning how to
needle felt tiny cottages! This craft is
for adults and teens ages 13 and up.

Charlton Ukulele League & Ensem-
ble

Thursday, February 27, 6:00-7:30 -
Community Meeting Room - No regis-
tration required

Experienced musicians and new-
bies all welcome. Questions? Email
Cule5632@gmail.com

Critical Thinking Discussion Group
- THE CHERRY ORCHARD by Anton
Chekhov

Friday, February 28, 1:00-2:00 - Sibley
Reading Area (Main Floor) - No regis-
tration required

No experience with critical thinking
discussion groups is necessary. Books/
materials are available for checkout
one month prior to discussion. Ques-
tions? Email saga3@charter.net.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
TUeSAAYS.....cvveerrrerrrernnns 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday......ccocovvevviiiiceeceeeeenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
« Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. t0 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
* Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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JostuA HYDE PuBLICc LIBRARY

306 Main St.,
bridge

508-347-2512

mayent@cwmars.org

Stur-

TEEN & ADULT PRO-
GRAMS

Wednesday, February
5 at 6:30pm. THE HIS-
TORY OF CHOCOLATE
IN MASSACHUSETTS
WITH TASTINGS. Did
you know that when the
colonists stopped drink-
ing tea, they turned to
drinking chocolate?
Massachusetts has many
historical connections to
chocolate, including be-
ing the home of the very
first chocolate factory
in North America, the
first roadside retail con-
fectionary  operations,
and the first forays into
commercial white choc-
olate production. Join
Victoria from Therapy
Gardens and learn more
about our sweet histo-
ry with this fascinating
program - and indulge in
a sweet sample as well.
Registration is required.

Tuesday, February
11 at 7:30pm. VIRTUAL.
THRILLER/HORROR
BOOK RECS WITH
BOOKSTAGRAMMAR
JODY BLANCHETTER
AKS @REDREADRE-
VIEWS. Registration is
required. This program
occurs monthly on the
2nd Tuesday of every
month during 2025.

Thursday, February
13 at 6:30pm at the Pub-
lick House. STEWING

OVER MYSTERIES. Get
ready for an unforgetta-
ble evening of thrilling
mysteries and hearty
comfort food as USA To-
day Dbestselling author
Hank Phillippi Ryan
comes to Sturbridge
for an exclusive author
event. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Joshua
Hyde Public Library.
Tickets are very limited.

FOR TEENS

Thursday, February
20 at 2:00pm. DECORAT-
ING CUPCAKES FOR
TEENS. Sue from Let’s
Cake Decorate will be
here to teach skills and
techniques for decorat-
ing 2 different cupcake
designs step-by-step! All
materials will be provid-
ed.For teens ages 13to 18.
Registration is required.

BOOK GROUPS

Tuesday, February, 11
at 1:00pm. AFTERNOON
BOOK GROUP. This
month’s book is “The Ha-
zelbourne Ladies Motor-
cycle and Flying Club”
by Helen Simonson.

Wednesday, Febru-
ary 20 at 6:30pm. ARM-
CHAIR TRAVELERS
BOOK GROUP. This
month’s book is “The
Violin Conspiracy” by
Brendan Slocumb.

Tuesday, February
25 at 6:30pm. WORLD
BUILDING BOOK

GROUP. This month’s
book is “Iron Widow” by

Xiran Jay Zhao.
FOR KIDS

Story Time - Tuesday
& Friday at 10:45am.
Join us for stories,
songs, rhymes, and a
take-and-make craft! No
registration is required.
Children must be ac-
companied by an adult
caregiver. Sponsored by
the Friends of the JHPL.
There will be no story
time on February 18th
and 21st.

Thursday, February 13
at 6:00pm. LEGO CLUB.
Love Legos? Come build
with us. For children
ages 5to 12 with an adult
caregiver. Registration is
required.

Tuesday;, February
18 at 11:00am. BENAN-
NA BAND. The BenAn-
na Band is a nationally
touring children’s duo
that focuses on music
and inclusion for kid-
dos of all ages, abilities
and identities. Children
must be accompanied by
an adult caregiver. Regis-
tration is required.

Wednesday, February
19at11:00am. THROUGH
ME TO YOU PUPPETRY.
Come join Newton and
the gang for Puppet Sto-
ry Time! For children
of all ages with an adult
caregiver. Registration is
required.

Thursday, February 20
at 11:00am. DEB’S SING
& SWING. Join Deb

Hudgins for a musical
story time where there
will be alot of movement
and audience participa-
tion! For children ages
infant to 6 years with an
adult caregiver. Registra-
tion is required.

Thursday, February
20 at 6:00pm. STUFFIE
SLEEPOVER. Join the li-
brary for a PJ story time
perfect for little ones and
a plush friend of their
choosing. We’ll make
name tags for our stuff-
ies, decorate blankets
to keep them cozy, and
enjoy a couple of books
before families Kkiss
their plushies goodnight
and leave them in the li-
brary’s capable hands.
Families can pick up
their stuffed animals on
Friday 2/21 and Satur-
day 2/22 and learn about
all the fun the stuffies
had during their library
sleepover.

FOR EVERYONE

Saturday, February
8 from 11:00am - 2:00pm
- Friends of the JHPL
Book & Food Drive. The
Friends of the JHPL
will be collecting books
for their book sale, in
addition to unexpired
non-perishable food for
the Pages and Packs Pan-
try.

For more informa-
tion, go to sturbridgeli-
braryorg or contact the
Joshua Hyde Public Li-
brary at 508-347-2512.

Shepherd Hill

orad prepares to
release new song

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
— Since moving to Nash-
ville, Tenn. in January
2022, Liam Coleman has
been carving his own
path in Music City:.

Coleman, a 2021 grad-
uate of Shepherd Hill
High School, had a busy
2024 performing and
writing original music
and has a new song titled
“Drown You Out” releas-
ing on Friday, Jan. 31.

Coleman, who is a reg-
ular performer at Garth
Brooks Friends in Low
Places Bar & Honky-
Tonk was also tearing up
the south and Midwest

last year as a touring mu-
sician on the largest col-
lege tour in the country
with Six Pack Coverage.
Coleman and his band
played ten states and
some of the biggest col-
leges in the U.S. such as
Ole Miss, University of
Oklahoma, Auburn Ala-
bama and the University
of Michigan just to name
of few.

As a songwriter, Cole-
man has contributed to
five releases as a co-writ-
er for other artists. On
top of his next release on
Jan. 31, he has three oth-
er song releases with his
own projects in the first
half of this year releas-
ing in March, May and
July.

You can find Cole-
man on all social media
platforms at Liam Cole-
man Music and you can
stream his new music
anywhere you get your
music online. For more
information and to keep
up with his tour sched-
ule, visit liamcoleman-
music.com.

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER (®) JEWELERS™ EAE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

‘Couvmice JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!
Jewelry appraisals!
We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415

SEASONED
CORD WOOD | |

Our Wood was Cut !
down 2 years ago. 3
All hard wood.

Cut and Split to your
size. 2 cord orders no

Edward Jones

Your life.
Your money.
Your terms.

At Edward Jones, we're in it for
the long haul. We'll be with you
every step of the way as you
celebrate life's biggest milestones.
Let us help you work toward them

Contact us today to start creating
a financial strategy tailored to
your specific needs.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

i

For
Advertising
Information

Call

174-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

EumbeCo™pinc?

Building Materials & Supplies h

Lumber e Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block

- Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn ® Dimension Lumber
Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

delivery Ch/arge. (Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line - -
$300. Per Cord. Soiridey M5 Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
Call or Text w«m — of Beef Available!
+764-323 1018118y b5 P873;
413-668-7858 - To purchase your meat packages FREE LOCAL
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308 DELIVERY!
arl_ton Oi.l www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com *
508-248-9797 L 1OPane
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane S
570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
PROPANE  PRICEPERGAL PROPAE MM Tanks Filled TEL: 508-347-0116 » FAX: 508-347-6985
e i oLl
T, $305 D535 Driver | | VISIT OUR STORE FOR ? Contact Mikaela Today
150-300........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion WEEKLY SPECIALS!
DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL! A Ot pa Ce 5 774-200-7308
eMonday price 01/27/25 was >3l per gallon* A

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” ﬂ‘;
.le -i

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

we do.

*prices subject to change

SR
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Keeping 1t
local
—why our
community
matters
1most

Big stories from far away dominate
our feeds, leaving little room for the
stories that directly impact our daily
lives. But here in New England, we have
something special, a culture of prag-
matism, resilience, and a commitment
to our neighbors that deserves more of
our attention than any distant drama.

When you know what’s happening in
your town, you can make better deci-
sions, participate in meaningful ways,
and strengthen your community. From
town meetings and school board deci-
sions to the opening of a new business
or a neighbor organizing a food drive,
these are the stories that impact our
daily lives.

Local news reminds us that what
happens right outside our door often
affects us far more than what’s unfold-
ing hundreds of miles away. Sure, keep-
ing an eye on national or global events
is important, but the real opportunities
for change and impact start right here.

Living in New England is a badge of
honor. This isn’t an easy place to call
home, and we like it that way. The win-
ters are brutal, the terrain is rugged,
and the people. We're straightforward,
skeptical of nonsense, and fiercely inde-
pendent. But beneath that no-nonsense
exterior is a deep sense of loyalty and
community.

We might argue about who makes the
best chowder or complain about tour-
ists clogging the roads in leaf-peeping
season, but when someone in our com-
munity needs help, we show up.

Social media and national headlines
are filled with division and negativity,
but we know better. We’ve built a cul-
ture where actions matter more than
words and where we measure people
not by their politics, but by how they
treat others.

Ask yourself, how can I make an
impact here? Can you volunteer at a
local food pantry? Mentor a student?
Organize a block party to bring people
together? These small, tangible actions
might not make national news, but
they’ll make a world of difference to the
people around you.

At the end of the day, we’re New
Englanders. We don’t fall for the fluff
or the fearmongering. We know life is
about the relationships we build and the
community we create. It’s about show-
ing up, speaking truth, and taking care
of the people around us.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Purchases with a purpose

The other day, I was watch-
ing television when a com-
mercial for Bombas’ socks
came on the air. The voice
over said for every pair pur-
chased, a pair will be donat-
ed to the homeless, and that
some incredibly high number
had already been given. Wow,

the hospitality that CCUMC
is noted for. There will also
be some awesome give a
ways throughout the event.

There is a $3 admission
fee, a portion of which will
go to ALS Research, and
several outreach ministries

talk about purchase with a BEYOND of the church (Veterans,
purpose! Inc. of Worcester, St. Luke’s
THE Guesthouse, and Manna

Now technically, every PEWS Food Pantry of CCUMCO)..
time we buy something,there _ .. . . . . .. The event will run from
is a purpose of one sort or By 10 am. to 4 p.m. at 74 Staf-
another behind the purchase.  Dr. RB McFeg  ford St., Charlton City. And,

Often it is as simple as we're
hungry and find a café to refuel our-
selves.

But the “purchases with a purpose”
I'm talking about have far broader
reach than merely satisfying our im-
mediate desire or need.

Consider more and more organiza-
tions — whether large scale enterprises
like Bombas Fashions, or small event
hosts are devoting a portion of their
proceeds to a greater good when cus-
tomers purchase their products.

Speaking of which, I recently
learned about the generous program
sponsored by the Stop & Shop at 100
Charlton Road in Sturbridge, Mass.
They have a novel way of helping char-
itable endeavors. Their flower depart-
ment puts together specially marked
flower arrangements, with a portion
of the proceeds going to a different out-
reach program selected each month
from within the community:

Stop & Stop calls their floral ar-
rangements “Bloomin’ 4 Good Bou-
quets.”

For the month of February the
“Manna Food Pantry” (open each Sat-
urday 10 a.m. — noon) at Charlton City
United Methodist Church (CCUMC)
— your ‘good neighbor church’ on 74
Stafford St., will receive a portion of
the proceeds from purchases of those
Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquets. Think of it
as flowers for food, or flowers to help
feed someone hungry.

In February your purchase of a
“Bloomin’4 Good Bouquet” will help
the CCUMC food pantry feed others.

This is especially timely since Feb-
ruary can be a challenging month for
some members in our communities
who may have to choose between food
and heat. So let’s make someone happy
for Valentine’s Day with flowers and
help feed our vulnerable neighbors in
the process. What could be better?!

Also in February, there’s another op-
portunity to make your dollars count.

Charlton City United Methodist
Church is hosting an exciting event
on Saturday, Feb. 1 — the Dynamic
Cards, Collectibles and Craft Show.
Meeting the needs of a growing group
of Pokémon and other enthusiasts,
this quarterly event which started at
CCUMC is a community activity for
young and old alike to come together;
make new friends, and learn some fun
things, too.

And fun it is! Attendance has near-
ly doubled from the initial event, and
there will be about 50 vendors, as well
as food, refreshments, and of course

) 4

there’s plenty of free park-
ing.

If welook around, we can find lots of
opportunities to help others — indirect-
ly through our purchases, and directly
through our own giving and volun-
teerism. And Heaven knows there are
lots of needs in the community - truly
something for everyone!

We can support enterprises focus-
ing on charitable outreach, purchasing
products that twice bless us - filling
our need, and helping fill the needs of
others.

Consider the New York bakery
(Greyston Bakery) that Ben and Jer-
ry’s hired to supply the ice cream gi-
ant with brownies. Selected due to two
important factors — the brownies are
amazing, and the bakery hires anyone
who needs a job, no questions asked.
The owner has often stated he started
the business to help end homelessness.
I've heard him say (paraphrasing) they
don’t hire homeless to make brownies;
they make brownies to hire the home-
less.

Paul Newman was a leader in this
practice when he created the brand
Newman’s Own, with the singular pur-
pose of generating revenues that could
go to charity.

If we’re going to buy something
anyway, why not see who is using their
profits for the public good?

But it doesn’t have to be a major cor-
poration to do good works and remind
us of the joy in helping others.

Most of us can remember the TV
news showcasing a youngster who
hosted alemonade stand trying to raise
money for her sick sibling or similar
heartwarming stories over the years.
And they are worthwhile endeavors
we can encourage children and adoles-
cents to attempt or participate in.

According to the book “The Paradox
of Generosity,” the authors share com-
pelling study data which reveal how a
regular practice of generosity enhanc-
es quality of life and provides health
benefits.

In an earlier article, I wrote about
the Thrift Trail (anyone working on
that map yet?) and how through sup-
porting church and other charity spon-
sored thrift shops we bless lots of folks,
including ourselves far more than just
obtaining a good product at a reason-
able cost.

Whether purchasing flowers for a
food pantry this February at Stop &
Stop Southbridge, or Newman’s lem-
onade for charity, or Bombas’ socks for
the homeless, or attending the CCUMC
collectibles show Feb. 1, we all can try
to make purchases for a purpose, as
well as keeping an eye out for the needs
around us, and helping others in our
community.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

news@
stonebridgepress.news
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You can put
more 1nto

your 401(k)
this year

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

Once you retire, you’ll likely need to
draw on a variety of financial sources
— and one of the most important ones
may be your 401(k). And for 2025, you
can put even more money into your
plan than ever.

You can invest in your 401(k) in one
of two ways, depending on your em-
ployer’s plan. With a traditional 401(k),
you contribute pre-tax dollars, which
can lower your taxable income, and
your money can grow tax deferred. If
you have a Roth 401(k) option, you can
contribute after-tax dollars, which ar-
en’t deductible, but your eventual with-
drawals will be tax-free if you’ve had
your account at least five years and
you’re at least 59 and a half.

For either a traditional or Roth
401(k), as well as similar plans such as
a 457(b) (for government employees) or
a 403(b) (for educators and employees
of some nonprofit groups), the con-
tribution limit has increased by $500
for 2025, to $23,500. If you’re 50 or old-
er, you can contribute an additional
$7,500, for a total of $31,000. And under
the SECURE 2.0 legislation, if you are
between 60 and 63, you have a higher
catch-up contribution — $11,250, in-
stead of $7,500, for a total of $34,750.

If you can afford to contribute the
full amount to your 401(k) or similar
plan, consider doing so. Of course, not
everyone is in that position. If you're
a younger worker, you may well have
other financial obligations, such as
paying off student loans. And even
if you’ve been in the workforce for a
while, you may be putting away money
for other things — such as your chil-
dren’s education — as well as your own
retirement. But even if you can’t “max
out” on your 401(k), try to contribute
at least enough to earn your employ-
er’s matching contribution, if one is
offered.

Regardless of how much you con-
tribute to your 401(k), consider these
suggestions on managing the money
within your plan:

Create a portfolio that fits your risk
tolerance. Most 401(k) plans offer up
to a dozen investment options, while
some plans offer many more. You ob-
viously want to increase your 401(k)
balance as much as possible, but that
doesn’t necessarily mean putting all
your 401(k) dollars into the most ag-
gressive funds available. Instead, con-
sider spreading your 401(k) contribu-
tions among a range of investments,
which can help you lower your risk
level while still giving you opportuni-
ties for long-term growth. Everyone’s
risk tolerance is different, though, so
you’ll want to evaluate yours when
constructing your 401(k) portfolio.

Adjust your portfolio as needed. It’s
a good idea to review your 401(k)’s in-
vestment mix at least once a year to see
if it’s performing as you’d hoped. But
be patient — one “down” year doesn’t
necessarily mean you must make
changes. However, as you approach
retirement, you may want to lower
the risk level of your 401(k) by moving
some of your dollars into more conser-
vative vehicles. Still, even when you're
retired and have started drawing mon-
ey from your 401(k), you might want
to keep some growth potential in it to
help you stay ahead of inflation.

By contributing what you can afford
to your 401(k), and by carefully manag-
ing the investments within your plan,
you can help maximize the value of
this powerful retirement savings vehi-
cle — and give yourself a key asset to
help you enjoy your retirement years.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.
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Are the winter dol-
drums setting in? Why
not perk up your space
with a paint project?
Since nothing trans-
forms a space quicker
or cheaper than paint,
it’'s a natural choice
for a mini makeover.
Whether you're paint-
ing an entire room or a
piece of furniture, the
following ideas and tech-
niques can help ensure
paint perfection!

*%

Paint is one the eas-
iest, cost effective ways
to alter and enhance the
spaces you live in. The
golden rule to painting
walls is that dark colors
absorb light, making a
room appear smaller,
and whites and pastels
reflect the light, creating
a spacious feel. To ex-
pand a small room, paint
the walls a color from
the cool end of the col-
or wheel. In fact, paint
company Sherwin-Wil-
liams recommends
choosing blue, green or
violet hues to make walls
appear to recede.

%%

Paint can also be used
to visually correct archi-
tectural flaws. To widen
a long narrow room, use
a slightly darker color
on the shorter walls and
a lighter color on the
longer walls. To make a
low ceiling appear high-
er, be sure the ceiling is
a lighter color than the

Tips for Painting Perfection!

. ‘-'!J Tt
' THE
Hint

KAREN
TRAINOR

walls. A long hallway
can be shortened by
painting the wall at the
end a dark color to bring
it closer. And rectangu-
lar rooms can instantly
appear more symmetric
by painting the two short
end walls a darker shade.

*%

The proper paint fin-
ish can be used to cam-
ouflage imperfect walls.
For example, Paints
that have no sheen,
also known as “flat” or
“matte” finishes absorb
the light. These porous
finishes are ideal for
hiding flaws in ceilings
and walls and are espe-
cially appreciated when
working with old, plaster
surfaces. The downfall is
they cannot withstand
cleaning and scrubbing
so they are not practical
for kitchens, bathrooms,
children’s rooms or oth-
er high traffic areas.

%%

Eggshell finish has a
slight sheen, similar to
that of an eggshell, so
it is still somewhat ef-
fective at hiding flaws.
Its velvety look makes
it a popular choice and
eggshell finish is a bit

more reflective than flat
paint so it doesn’t show
every scuff and can
tolerate light cleaning.
Satin finish paint is more
durable than matte or
eggshell finishes. It has
a light sheen, and resists
moisture, which makes
it a popular option for
kitchens and bathrooms.

Semi-gloss  finishes
reflect light and offer
a bright, glossy finish
which can really add to
a room’s appeal. Surfac-
es are easily cleaned,
however the shiny fin-
ish shows surface im-
perfections, making it
impractical for many ap-
plications. Newer trims
and moldings are ideal
candidates for semi-gloss
paint.

A glossy finish pro-
vides a high gloss shine,
is very durable and easy
to clean. The brilliant
shine is typically used
for small accent areas, as
the finish is very reflec-
tive and too distracting
for most area applica-
tions.

*%

Not sure how much
paint to buy? Most ma-
jor paint companies and
home centers offer easy
to use paint calculators
on their websites for
precise measuring. Or,
to estimate the amount
of paint you need in or-
der to cover the walls
of a room, multiply the
perimeter of the room

by the ceiling height to
get square feet. Subtract
20 square feet for each
door and 15 square feet
for each average-sized
window in the room.
The figure you end up
with is a pretty close es-
timate of the actual wall
area. Keep in mind, you
can expect one gallon of
paint to cover approxi-
mately 350 square feet.

%%

Want to know the
most efficient order of
paintinga room? Ex-
perts advise painting
ceiling, walls, trim, cab-
inets, and doors.

%%

Quick Tips

For a quick patch
job on walls, simply
use items on hand: Mix
equal parts of starch and
salt, with just enough
water to make a thick
paste. Apply and smooth
over cracks or small
holes.

When mixing up com-
mercial plaster, you’ll
reduce lumps if you add
the powdered plaster to
the water instead of add-
ing water to the plaster.

Sanding is a tedious
chore. To reduce sand-
ing onplastered walls,
simply go over freshly
applied joint compound
with a wet paint brush
for a smooth finish.

Ensure a smooth sur-
face: Before painting
over an old bureau or
other piece of furniture,

you can easily clean the
finish by wiping it down
with a lintfree cloth
dampened with straight
turpentine. This method
picks up any stray dust
and helps smooth out the
surface to prepare it for
painting.

When painting new
plaster, or other porous
surface, paint on a solu-
tion of water mixed with
PVA glue first. This seals
the surface and stops the
paint from soaking into
the plaster, giving a bet-
ter finish and making
the paint go further!

When painting with a
brush, always keep a wet
edge as you paint, and
work away from that wet
edge. If you paint over
a dry edge, you will get
overlap marks.

Aerosol paint is a
popular choice for re-
vamping furniture and
small accessories, but it
can be frustrating when
the paint does not dispel
evenly. Here’s a trick to
ensure a finer and more
even coat of paint: Sim-
ply place the can in
warm water several min-
utes prior to spraying.
The higher temperature
helps the paint to flow
out more easily, and
smoothly:

*%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you

a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned
restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

*%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question re-
garding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge
Press newspapers? Send
questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/o
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for dinner
for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

Kid- and pet—ﬁfzendly indoor gardening

Creating an indoor oasis of greenery can help
lift your spirits, reduce stress and improve your
overall wellbeing. Challenges arise when growing
indoor plants with kids and pets in the house. Keep
them safe by selecting pet- and kid-safe plants and
pest management strategies.

Increase your indoor gardening success by se-
lecting plants suited to your home’s growing con-
ditions and gardening style. If you tend to over-

water your plants, grow moisture-loving plants or

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

Once you nar-
row down the Iist,
place your Kkid- and
pet-friendly plants
where they will receive
the necessary amount
of sunlight. An east-
or west-facing window
provides enough light
for most indoor plants.

opt for more drought-tolerant plants if you practice
benign neglect. Once you have your list, double-check
their people and pet toxicity. Consult with your vet-
erinarian and visit the American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) website for
a list of pet-safe and toxic plants. Consult with your
pediatrician, local botanical garden, and children’s
hospital for a list of kid-friendly indoor plants.

Keep an ongoing list of all the plants you are grow-
ing. Include both common and botanical names for
accurate identification. Research the care they need
and their toxicity to your pets and youngsters in the
home. If you suspect your pet or child has ingested a
toxic plant, you’ll have the proper plant name when
contacting your veterinarian or poison control cen-
ter.

Display any toxic plants out of the reach of curi-
ous kids and pets. This can be challenging if your
cat or child is skilled at jumping and climbing. With
so many beautiful houseplants, play it safe and avoid
those that are toxic or too tempting.

Secure plants against accidental tipping by in-
quisitive pets and kids with mounting putty. A cou-
ple of pieces on the bottom of the pot will help re-
duce the risk of spilled plants and soil. Invest in pots
with wider bases for floor plants or secure several
pots together to reduce the risk of tipping.

Cover the soil surface to prevent children and pets
from digging. Fiber mulch and plant pot grid covers
create a barrier between the soil and those who like
to dig.

StonebridgePress.com

News, really close to home

Keep those that need brighter light within two feet
of the window. Those that prefer lower light can be
grown near a north-facing window or up to six feet
back or off to the side of an east- or west-facing win-
dow.

Regularly groom and wipe dust off the leaves of
your indoor plants to help reduce the risk of insect
damage. Remove spotted leaves when they appear
and adjust your watering. This is often enough to
correct fungal disease problems. Enlist children in
the ongoing care of your indoor plants. This will
help them gain respect for the plants and may instill
a love of gardening.

Give kids a hand lens and go on an indoor pest
hunt. Children often find bugs more interesting than
plants. Have them place yellow sticky traps like Sum-
mita Sticky Traps in various pots to help monitor
and trap insect pests.

Always look for kid- and pet-friendly options when
intervention is needed. Start with a strong blast of
water to dislodge pests like aphids and mites. Follow
with an application of a lightweight horticulture oil
like Summita Year-Rounda Spray Oil. This organic
spray controls aphids, mites, immature whiteflies,
and all stages of scale and mealybugs.

And if those tiny fruit-fly-like gnats are too annoy-
ing to tolerate, consider
managing them with
aBacillus thuringien-
sis  israelensis product
like Summita Mosquito

Famslg Dmmg & Gift Guide

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikagla at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Melinda Myers

Prayer plant (Maranta leuconeura) is a tropical plant with
beautiful, unique foliage that’s non-toxic to pets and people.

Bitsa(SummitResponsibleSolutions.com).

It’s labeled for controlling fungus gnat lar-
vae and is non-toxic for people, pets, and plants.
Always read and follow label directions when using
any product. You’ll have better results and prevent
problems caused by misapplication.

Proper plant selection and ongoing care will help
keep your indoor plants healthy and children and
pets safe from harm.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio program.
Mpyers is a columnist and contributing editor for Birds
& Blooms magazine and was commissioned by Sum-
mit for her expertise to write this article. Myers’ web-
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Too Busy to Cook?

Gift
Cards

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 1/31 & SATURDAY 2/1

COD

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

QUESTS b o0 EES) |

o
Spencr Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

e With this ad. Exp 1/31/25

s._-.,&'ﬂ“

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH

10am-1pm

All You Can Eat $21.95  (lustax & gratuity)

I PFMFR

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

f GIFT
CERTIFICATES
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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HISTORIC OEFICE BUIL DS
FOR SALE

&)

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

S S i

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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Southbridge

church to close

SOUTHBRIDGE — It is with a heavy heart that
First United Methodist Church, located at 449 Main
St. in Southbridge, announces that it will close on
Jan. 31 after the community meal.

Founded in 1834, the very first preacher was Heze-
kiah Davis of Dudley who preached every two weeks.
In 1835, Frederick P. Tracy was the first pastor ap-
pointed to The Circuit of Dudley, Charlton and South-
bridge. The church was able to construct in 1843 the
main building that you see today and was known as
the Methodist Episcopal Church Society. It is the old-
est church in Southbridge.

During its heyday, this church was a pillar in the
community with a very active women’s group, men’s
group, youth groups, Sunday School and a fantas-
tic congregation with many talents supporting the
church over the years. The Kkitchen crew offered
amazing dinners in Memorial Hall, serving up to 150
people in multiple seatings. There were rummage
sales, Thanksgiving baskets and Christmas gifts for
those in need - the church was always buzzing with
activity.

Over the last six years, we focused on providing
as much help as we could to the underserved in the
Southbridge community. Our free community meals
cooked in Rosilda’s Kitchen, Carol’s Closet provid-
ing free clothing, and opening as a warming station
during the cold were the central focus. There were
community parties for Halloween, Christmas and
Easter, donations of gift baskets, movie night, game
night, and so many other activities. A leap forward
occurred for inclusivity when we became a Reconcil-
ing and Affirming Church in 2023, openly declaring
that all are welcome in our church and that our Pas-
tor would perform marriages and baptisms for gay
couples. Jesus came for all, not just for some, and he
loves ALL no matter how broken, not just some.

The closing service occurred on Jan. 26th at 1:30
p.m. We are grateful to everyone who supported our
efforts, and special thanks go to Pastor Sabina Ter-
rades and Reverend Ken Mantler for their leadership
in recent years.

Dudley-Charlton
Education Foundation to
host “Heroes Among Us”

event honoring
outstanding school
community members

CHARLTON — The Dudley-Charlton Education Foundation (DCEF), which
awards thousands of dollars in grants annually, will host their second annual
“Heroes Among Us” event on Saturday, March 22 to recognize and honor the ex-

emplary individuals in our DCRSD community.

This event will be an opportunity to thank the many educators and support

Friends of Charlton Library
holding coftee sale

CHARLTON — These cold winter days call for a
nice hot beverage. Fortunately, the Friends of Charl-
ton Public Library, a 501(c)3 organization, is current-
ly holding a coffee sale, featuring seven different
blends from Sturbridge Coffee Roasters. Flavors in-
clude a special Library Friends Blend, Black Gold
Blend, Mexican Organic Swiss Water Process Decaf,
Colombian Supremo Medium, Sumatra Mandheling
Organic Dark, Winter Wonderland, and Chocolate
Raspberry; all flavors are available in ground and
whole bean form. The cost is $14 per 12-ounce bag.
Proceeds enable the Friends to support the mission
of the Charlton Public Library.

Order forms are available at the circulation desk
at the Charlton Public Library, 40 Main St.,
Charlton, and also on the Friends’ Facebook
page. Completed forms and payment must be
returned to the Library’s Circulation Desk by
February 14, 2025. Cash, check, and payment
through Venmo (@FriendsofCharltonLib) ac-
cepted. Coffee orders will be filled by March
14, and available for pick-up at the library:

In other news, the Friends of Charlton Pub-
lic Library is currently accepting donations
of clean, unwanted yarn, knitting needles,
crochet hooks, and knitting/crochet books in
preparation The Friends support the Library
by sponsoring a variety of programs, projects,
and events, including mu-

* Basement Remodels ¢ 3-Season Rooms
* Additions * Decks
* Roofs * Windows
+ Siding * Gutters

BUY NOW PAY LATER |
R&S REMODELERS

“Lead Safe EPA / RRP Certified = GAF Certified Roofing co ¥

the designated bin behind the Circulation Desk.

For questions or more information, please
email charltonfriends@gmail.com.

Proceeds from these fundraisers enable the
non-profit Friends to support the mission of the
Library by sponsoring a variety of programs, proj-
ects, and events, including museum passes, movies,
author talks, music concerts and performances, and
other cultural and educational experiences. The
Friends of Charlton Public Library appreciate your
continued support.

& A+ Rating

* Gutter Cleaning
* Handicap Accessible
Ramps

Wells Fargo Financing Available

0% INTEREST OPTIONS

Locally owned & family operated for over 35 years.

a08-343-1703

www.regiscontractors.com * regiscontractors@gmail.com
{1

mercial * Licensed in MA

* Fully Insured = MA

seum passes, movies, au-
thor talks, music concerts
and performances, and
other cultural and educa-
tional experiences.

for its upcoming Yarn
Sale, which will take place
on March 28 from 10 a.m.
to 4 pm. and March 29
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Charlton Public Library,
40 Main St., Charlton. Do-
nations can be placed in

308 4
LAKESIDE
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DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

Reserve Now
forValentine's Day THURSDAY

1/31 Ryan Hooo  2/1 Your Morher
2/7 Curis Breautt 2/14 Kvuie Harris

CASUAL WATERFRONT

MUSIC

BINGO
EVERY

t e x GM\

1109

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP _E'

2/15 So Lucky (Dave Matxews Trigute Banp)

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website [§
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

services staff who have gone above and beyond to make a difference in the lives
of the students of our community. The event will be held at the Wellsworth Ho-
tel (formally Southbridge Hotel & Conference Center) and includes a dinner and
dancing, awards ceremony, and silent auction.

Honorees are:

Ray Ayotte, wrestling coach, Shepherd Hill Regional High School

Cindy Boyd, former mathematics teacher and department coordinator of the
mathematics department, Shepherd Hill Regional High School (posthumously)

Dayna Dumas, administrative assistant, Heritage School in Charlton
Frank Damelio, a business educator, Shepherd Hill Regional High School

Claudette Eagleton, health educator, Dudley Middle School

Toni Fredette, cafeteria manager, Heritage School in Charlton

Connie Galli, retired music educator, Shepherd Hill Regional High School

Karl Storz Organization, Outstanding Business Partner Award

Amy Kirouac, reading specialist, Charlton Elementary School and Heritage
School

Christine Savoie, paraprofessional,
Mason Road School, Dudley

Carl Strazulo, retired school adjust-
ment counselor, Dudley Middle School

The event is also an opportunity to
raise money for the foundation, which
has provided more than $400,000 worth
of grantstothe Dudley Charlton School
District since its inception.

MATTRESS SALE!

GIANT TOY DEPT, CLEARANCE'

LG #3400

Liss Carom Re&l [EStEie

42 WAV ainiStree tROIBox@47)Brookiel daNIAY01506!

(Gel 508234158299

WASHER & DRYER | J|
. Front Load, Reg. $1599.99 =
“As we honor this year’s excep- TWIN: $199 slaggs,gg oo

tional ‘Heroes,” I am inspired by the 8 (REGULARLY $299) WL L L BEPN Regularly $139.99
icati gl SAMSUNG 43” Smart

remarkable dedication and profound | | FULL: $269 washeR & paver | SRS

impact they have on our communi- (REGULARLY $499)

ty,” shares DCEF President Sabrina

\

Webb. “Their commitment to our (REGULARLY $559) TTRTTRTTITT ] Feouiary 534699
students continues to exceed expecta- ||, MHRLPOOL | [ GRRRE | rcmaRe wasHeR & DRYER | Wl $420.99 [EEAAY
tions reaching far beyond the class- Front Load, Reg. $1599.99 GRAS RANGE Reg. $399.99 sa"' eg. 3 99 Regularly $599.99 REFRIGERATOR
’ i s 99| | e || *299* || 1099 | FUETEIINIQURITIECY | oo,
room. My deepest gratitude goes out | ‘699 et AN ooty $509.90 1499
to each honoree for their tireless |(WHIRLPOOL 21 cU.FT) ( FRIGIDAIRE | FAMOUS WAKER ILG 24 CU. FT. BOTTOM Z{g;ufaﬁwgggggggmv--$499-99 (MAYTAG DELUXE) (LG 20 CU. FT.
I TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATO FT. MOUNT REFRIGERATOR : WASHER OR | | BOTTOM FRENGH
Cﬁntrﬂo.l,ltlon}s'1 anq ‘Fo evferiflone whg o Reg. %99,9;9 REFRIGERATOR MICROWAVE . Reg_$1599,999 . 35,. ?a.'“gk'é‘g% g'gT"--$849-99 DRYER. REFRIGERATOR
B $| .99 s .99 . egularly . ¢ ,51205.20
champions the mission of the DCEE” || SG@9% || 599~ | 199 || 1499 | KRt IS ‘549" |°1499"

#46300 Reg. $1599.99

QUEEN: $299 |*1299

AFTER REBATE!

50” HDTV.

.99 Regularly $269.99

Tickets for the dinner are $75 per per-
son and can be purchased online;
sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able  athttps://dcedfoundation.org/
event/3rd-annual-heroes-among-us-
awards-night/.

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

WHITCO

VISA RS g Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm ¢ Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

$189.99
55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

2. Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter
menu

Spring into action
and give me a call
or check out my
website
www.lisacaron.com.

Seerdn InstantlyAhttpz/vmilisacarontcom

THE OFFICIAL

Ciisiém] WORCESTER COUNTY’S
“AWARDS
e 2021 -2022 - 2023 - 2024

G.E. DELUXE
COIL TOP
STOVE
Reg. $599.99

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
INDUCTION STOVE

BUY NOW!

BEAT THE APPLIANCE
PRICE INCREASES!

$129.99
$199.99

Reg. $1299.99

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
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Southbridge: Lo-
retta J. (Veroneau)
DiFederico, 93,
passed away peace-
fully on January 7,
2025, at Life Care
Center in Auburn
after a short illness.
She was a beacon of beauty, both in-
side and out, and her kind spirit was
a source of joy and inspiration to all
who knew her.

She is survived by her two daugh-
ters, Diane M. Sheehan of Southbridge
and Susan J. D’Angelo and her hus-
band, Kenneth G. D’ Angelo of South-
bridge; her two granddaughters, Jen-
nifer Sheehan of Fiskdale and Julie
(D’Angelo) Roderick and her husband,
Matthew, of Brookfield; her grandson,
Matthew D’Angelo of Southbridge;
her great grandson, Joseph Roderick;
her great granddaughter, Leah Roder-
ick of Brookfield; her sister, Jeanne
Tretheway of Southbridge; and many
nieces and nephews, who will forever
carry her memory in their hearts.

She was predeceased by her for-
mer husband, Joseph DiFederico in
2001, her brother Edward Veroneau,
and her two sisters, Dorothy Dimitry
and Joan Veroneau. She was born
in Worcester on September 27, 1931,
daughter of late Albert Veroneau and
Helen (Alishauskas) Veroneau-Pren-
di.

OBITUARIES

Loretta J. DiFederico, 93

Loretta started her career as a tele-
phone operator with the New England
Telephone Company in Southbridge.
She worked as a Travel Consultant
for Sturbridge Travel for 46 years
and part-time at Colonial Travel for 6
years before retiring in 2014. She loved
her work and formed relationships
and friendships she cherished and
held dear to her heart. She had won-
derful memories of her travels all over
the world. She had a great passion for
music, playing her piano, electric key-
board and listening to her CD’s every
day. She was an excellent cook and
hosted many gatherings for friends
and family. She had a knack for home
décor. Her home reflected her impec-
cable taste and decorating skills.

Loretta was known for her unwav-
ering kindness. She had a special way
of making everyone feel valued and
cherished, and her warm smile could
light up any room. She was a devoted
mother, grandmother, great grand-
mother and friend, always putting the
needs of others before her own and of-
fering unconditional love.

In accordance with Loretta’s wish-
es her funeral services and burial will
be private.

There are no calling hours.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral
Home, 130 Hamilton St., Southbridge,
is directing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Timothy J. George, 53

Southbridge: Tim-
othy J. “TJ” George,
53, of Wall St. passed
away on January
22nd surrounded by
the love of his family.

TJ leaves his par-
ents, Beverly and Pat-
rick Loconto of Southbridge; his two
brothers, Reed George and his wife
Carrie of Hingham, MA and David
George and his wife Cheryl of South-
bridge; his nephews, Jack George of
Brooklyn, NY, Austin George of South-
bridge, Alex George and Joey George
both of Hingham; his niece, Stephanie
Chapman and husband Mark of South
Hadley; several aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, extended family members and his
long-time close friends, Randy Lami-
ca, Bob Dougherty and Kyriakos “KK”
Konstantakis.

All were touched by his kind spirit
and unwavering love.

TJ earned his degree in Turf and
Soil Science from the University of
Massachusetts and worked for sever-
al years in the golf course industry, a
profession that allowed him to blend
his expertise with his appreciation for
the outdoors.

TJ was a lifelong fan of New En-
gland sports teams and rarely missed
a chance to cheer on his favorite play-
ers. He also had a knack for finding
hidden treasures at yard sales and flea
markets with his friend, Randy, a pas-

time he enjoyed immensely. An occa-
sional visit to Foxwoods added some
extra excitement to his life!

Above all, TJ cherished his family.
He found great joy in family gather-
ings, where laughter and love filled
the room. His warmth and devotion to
his loved ones will be deeply missed,
but fondly remembered.

TJ’s family would like to thank all
the doctors and nurses at Harrington
Hospital, ER and ICU as well as the
doctors and nursing staff at St. Vin-
cent Hospital in Bridgeport, CT for
their wonderful and compassionate
care.

A celebration of TJ’s life will take
place in the spring or summer of this
year.

His funeral will be held on Friday,
Jan. 31st, from the Daniel T. Mor-
rill Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton St.,
Southbridge, with a Mass at 11:00am
in St. Mary’s Church of the St. John
Paul II Parish, 263 Hamilton St.,
Southbridge. Burial to follow in St.
Hedwig’s Cemetery, Southbridge.

Calling hours in the funeral home
will be held on Thursday, Jan. 30th,
from 4:00 to 7:00pm.

In lieu of flowers donations may
be made in TJ’s name to the Diabetes
Association P.O. Box 7023 Merrifield,
VA 22116-7023 or St. John Paul II Food
Pantry, 279 Hamilton St., Southbridge,
MA 01550

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Many people feel they

the future is often

Walt Disney

seen the movies, in Kansas City after

stances told him other-

He wouldn’t have built

can’t have the life they
want because of their
past limitations or fail-
ures.

Maybe your family
wasn’t there for you,
you didn’t get the prop-
er education, or you've
been fired from multi-
ple jobs or mistreated in
relationships.

Many things aren’t
fair and can cause a
chain reaction of events
that can take us far off
course. Sometimes, we
make bad choices and
miss out on the life we
want, but that doesn’t
mean it has to stay that
way

“All our dreams can
come true, if we have
the courage to pursue
them.” — Walt Disney.

But what gives a per-
son the courage to pur-
sue their dreams? One
factor is a positive vision
of what’s possible.

The problem isn’t that
people lack vision—
it’s that their vision of

shaped by the fail- POSITVELY and heard about Laugh-O-Gram failed,
ures and limita- Sppaging  the man who built  sitting alone in his
tions of their past. it all, Walt Disney.  office, staring at empty
In other words, they TOBY I've driven past the  walls. He had no money,
do have a vision— vmoore  Disney skyscraper no plan, and no clear

but it’s a negative
one.

One trait of a suc-
cessful person is they
don’t allow themselves
to be defined by their
failures or their present
unfavorable circum-
stances.

Instead, they define
themselves by a positive
vision of their future.

That seems odd when
you think about it. They
define themselves by
something that hasn’t
even happened yet.

It’s easy to look at a
great person and assume
they had everything
handed to them or that
somehow life was much
easier on them than it
was on you.

Thave many fond mem-
ories of my parents tak-
ing me to Disney World.
I’'ve been on the rides,

in Burbank, Calif.,
hundreds of times;
I've auditioned at
Walt Disney Studios doz-
ens of times.

When surrounded by
all that accomplishment,
it’s hard to imagine that
Walt ever faced any
hardship.

Most don’t Kknow
that Walt Disney was
fired from his job at the
Kansas City Star after
his newspaper editor
told him that he didn’t
have enough imagina-
tion or creativity!

What if Walt Disney
allowed himself to be
defined by that moment,
and for the next 20 years,
he wandered from job to
job, telling himself, “I'm
not creative, I don’t have
a good enough imagina-
tion....”

Instead, imagine Walt

Charlton to hold town

meeting to consider

Town Clerk changes

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — A much-discussed
possible change to the Charlton Town
Clerk position will go before the public
next month thanks to a citizen petition
calling for a special town meeting.

The Board of Selectmen consid-
ered the option of changing the Town
Clerk from an elected to an appointed
position in early 2024, but conversa-
tions stalling for a time before con-
tinuing during several meetings in the
fall. The change was recommended
by the town’s Government Study Re-
view Committee after they examined
the town’s White Paper Report, which
was authored in 2016. The move would
make the Town Clerk a hired position
rather than an elected post, and offi-
cials are hoping that any change would
be approved before the clerk’s next
election cycle. Current Town Clerk
Karen LaCroix is expected to retire at
the end of her existing term.

In November, LaCroix herself voiced
support for the change arguing that
many other previously elected posi-
tions and department heads have been
changed to hired posts with the Town
Clerk the only department leader cur-
rently decided by an election. She also

argued that keeping it an elected post
creates uncertainties around job secu-
rity and qualifications. The proposal
has received mixed reactions from the
Board of Selectmen with some want-
ing to explore the change further while
others wanted to avoid removing more
electing power from the town’s voters.

The Board of Selectmen’s discus-
sion in November remained inconclu-
sive as to how they would proceed, al-
though they did table the matter until
at least the annual town meeting in
May of 2025 with the intent of finaliz-
ing the finer details of a proposal. The
citizens have stepped forward and de-
manded a meeting sooner.

A petition to hold a special town
meeting to consider the change of the
Town Clerk’s position was submitted
with the appropriate number of sig-
natures on Jan. 8. The Board of Se-
lectmen confirmed the document at a
meeting on Jan. 14 which requires a
special town meeting to be held with-
in 45 of receipt. That meeting has been
set for Feb. 18, a time and place still
to be determined. The process will re-
quire a bylaw change that would need
to be approved at a town meeting, bal-
lot vote, and by the state before the 2026
municipal election.

way forward. Perhaps
he wondered if his edi-
tor had been right all
along—maybe he didn’t
have what it takes. It
would’ve been so easy to
give up then, to let the
weight of failure con-
vince him to settle for
less.

But he didn’t.

He sold his camera,
scraped together enough
for a one-way train tick-
et to Hollywood, and
took a leap of faith. That
train ride wasn’t just a
change of scenery—it
was a statement of hope.

Walt was choosing to
believe in a future that
hadn’t been written yet,
even when his circum-

CCUMC to hold

wise. The rest is history:

I often wonder how
many potentially great
people never accomplish
their vision because
they believe in their fail-
ures more than in their
dreams. They accept
what their present cir-
cumstances are telling
them instead of what
their future vision could
create.

If Walt Disney had
been one of those peo-
ple, we’d have missed
out on one of the most
creative minds of the
20th century.

He wouldn’t have
created Mickey Mouse,
one of the most beloved
characters of all time.
There’d be no Snow
White, no Cinderella, no
Fantasia—classics that
redefined animation for-
ever.

Disneyland, the first-ev-
er theme park of its
kind, or Epcot, a vision-
ary concept of a utopian
community.

The Disney Ilegacy
wouldn’t have touched
billions of lives through
films, theme parks, and
innovations that contin-
ue to inspire the gener-
ations.

Walt Disney refused to
let his failures or limita-
tions define his future,
so he became one of the
most influential people
of all time.

Like all great peo-
ple, he focused on what
could be instead of what
had been.

We have the same
choice—focus on what
could be and take the
first step toward your
vision.

Dynamic Cards,

Collectibles and Craft Show Feb. 1

CHARLTON — Charl-
ton City United Method-
ist Church is excited to
host its first Dynamic
Cards, Collectibles, and
Craft Show, show of 2025
on Saturday, Feb. 1, 10
a.m.-4 p.m. at 74 Stafford
St. in Charlton. Each
show will be jam-packed
with vendors and will
also feature lunch, baked
goods, and other goodies.

Looking to make your
favorite sports fan or
collector feel good? Two
floors are filled with ven-
dors offering sport cards,
trading game cards like
Pokémon The Magic and

Yu-Gi-Oh, homemade
jewelry, body lotions and
oils, action and mini-fig-
ures, and sports mem-
orabilia. You can’t go
wrong giving Dynamic
Cards, Collectibles &
Craft Show a try!
Admission is $3, and
we are taking donations
for Target ALS, an or-
ganization helping re-
search and providing
resources for individu-
als to fight and navigate
ALS. Partial proceeds
from the event also sup-
portlocal ministries. You
win with all the vendors,
and the world wins when

you come to support the
show.

Plus, the more suc-
cessful the shows, the
more likely we are to set
up weekly or monthly
trading card and game
nights, or craft work-
shops, in between the
quarterly shows to build
these shows into an on-
going community and
family of peace. If that’s
something you're inter-
ested in, come and show
your support for such
groups by attending the
show and chatting with
us.

As temperatures drop, Cornerstone Bank is
helping families stay safe and warm

WORCESTER

— Temperatures

The Emergency Fuel Fund helps

are dropping and Cornerstone Bank,
a community bank with locations
throughout Central Massachu-
setts, wants to help make sure resi-
dents have the tools they need to get
through the coldest months. Corner-
stone is donating $25,000 toward the
Worcester Community Action Coun-
cil’s Emergency Fuel Fund.

“We know the high price of fuel is
making it difficult for families to stay
warm as winter sets in,” said Corner-
stone Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “That’s
why we appreciate the Worcester Com-
munity Action Council’s work to make
sure our neighbors are taken care of.”

homeowners and renters pay home
heating bills and past due balances on
utility bills incurred from November
through April of each year. Income-el-
igible residents can apply for aid
through the agency’s federally funded
Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program.

“As a community bank, we are
committed to supporting causes that
improve the quality of life for those
around us,” said Tallman. “We hope
this donation helps offer some relief to
residents facing challenges trying to
safely get through the winter.”
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Build a house, build a
garage, build an addition

FISKDALE — The Tantasqua Regional School Committee will be accept-
ing applications for projects to be built during the 2025-2026 school year. The
purpose of these projects is to provide practical work experiences for the
carpentry students of Tantasqua’s Technical Division. Since there is no
charge for student labor, qualified applicants realize substantial savings.
Additional savings can result if Tantasqua’s electrical students install any
necessary wiring.

Applications and design plans will be accepted for the construction of a
single story house, garage, addition, or similar project. One or more projects
may be selected. Applicant must reside in the Tantasqua School District.

All applications should be submitted directly to the Superintendent’s Of-
fice by June 1.

For further information please call the Technical Division at 508-347-3045,
ext. 0915 or access our Web site at http://www.tantasqua.org/technical/
forms.htm.

QCC’ Dental Clinic offers free preventative
dental services for seniors and veterans

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Com-
munity College’s Dental Hygiene Clinic
is continuing to offer free preventative
dental services to anyone aged 55 or old-
er, as well as active military members
and veterans. The clinic, located at QCC’s
West Boylston Street campus, offers den-
tal assessments, teeth cleaning, X-rays
and fluoride treatments. For patients
who are not in the aforementioned cate-
gories, rates are $25 for adults and $20 for
children.

“We currently have a relationship
with Senior Connection (formerly Cen-
tral Mass. Agency on Aging) through a
grant that gives our senior patients free
services in the dental clinic,” said Dental
Clinic Operations and Facilities Manag-

LEGALS

er Sheryl Ficorilli.

The grant, which began in January of
2022, has supported over 750 senior pa-
tients. The program also provides trans-
portation to and from the dental hygiene
clinic.

QCC’s dental hygiene students are
required to spend a certain number of
hours in direct patient care and the pa-
tients from this program provide that
valuable interaction.

“This helps our students gain the nec-
essary skills to graduate and become ac-
tive in the area dental community,” Fico-
rilli added.

To make an appointment or for more
information, call 508-854-4306 or vVvis-
it www.QCC.edu/dental-hygiene-clinic.

(SEAL) Town Hall, Veteran’s Memorial Hall —
COMMONWEALTH 308 Main Street
OF MASSACHUSETTS Sturbridge, MA 01566
LAND COURT National Grid
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL Podunk Road
COURT In accordance with the provisions of

Docket Number: 25 SM 000146
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
Fatoumata Kaba; Youssouf Kaba
And to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
New American Funding, LLC f/k/a
Broker Solutions, Inc. d/b/a New
American Funding
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Southbridge, numbered 46 Tillyer
Avenue, given by Youssouf Kaba
and Fatoumata Kaba to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as Mortgagee, as nominee
for Broker Solutions, Inc., dba New
American Funding, dated October
28, 2022, recorded at Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 68420, Page 161,
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then
you or your attorney must file a written
appearance and answer in this court
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before March 10,
2025 or you may lose the opportunity
to challenge the foreclosure on the
grounds of noncompliance with the
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of said Court on January 24,
2025.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
January 30, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO24P4184EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Ronald Zandy
Date of Death: 10/19/2024
To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of :
Petitioner
Robin Zandy Sturbridge MA
Will has been admitted to informal pro-
bate.
Robin Zandy of Sturbridge MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of the estate to
serve With Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
January 30, 2024

Sturbridge Planning Board and
Sturbridge Tree Warden
Notice of Public Hearing for Scenic
Road Application for Tree Removal
Monday, February 10, 2025

M.G.L. Ch. 87 and Ch. 40, § 15C and
the Sturbridge General Bylaws, Chap-
ter 230 — Scenic Roads, and Chapter
270 - Trees, the Sturbridge Planning
Board and Sturbridge Tree Warden will
hold a joint public hearing at the Center
Office Building, 301 Main Street, Stur-
bridge, MA on Monday, February 10,
2025 at 6:35 p.m in the Town Hall,
Veteran’s Memorial Hall and/or by
virtual means if circumstances war-
rant, in accordance with applicable law;
on the Scenic Road Application of Na-
tional Grid of 939 Southbridge Street,
Worcester, MA for property located
along Podunk Road in Sturbridge. The
applicant requests a Scenic Roads
Special Permit for the removal of ap-
proximately 110 town owned trees,
and 9 trees that are town and privately
owned (trees are located on the prop-
erty line). National Grid wants to con-
duct the tree removal to accommodate
the upgrade of overhead electrical
equipment by installing taller poles and
spacer cable.

The trees are located on Podunk Road
and Walker Pond Road (One 21” Ash
tree near 2 Walker Pond Road). The
following trees between 2 Walker Pond
Road and Putnam Road marked for
removal include 8 Ash (47-22” DBH),
2 Birch (8”-10” DBH), 4 Cherry (5”-13"
DBH), 1 EIm (9” DBH), 1 Hemlock (20"
DBH), 9 Maple (9”-40” DBH), 1 Norway
Maple (15" DBH) and 21 Oak (6”-40”
DBH).

Additionally, the following trees which
are located between Pole 76.5 and 79
on Podunk Road marked for removal
include 14 Ash (4”-21” DBH), 2 Cherry
(6”-7” DBH), 1 EIm (17 DBH), 12 Ma-
ple (3”-20” DBH), 10 Oak (4”-14” DBH),
28 Pine (4”-19” DBH), 2 Poplar (11”-16"
DBH), and 1 Spruce (11” DBH).

Each tree is posted. A complete list
of the proposed tree removal loca-
tions, species, size and photographs
can be found on the Sturbridge Town
Website  https://www.sturbridge.gov/
planning-board/pages/recent-filings or
arrangements can be made to view
the application packet by contacting
the Sturbridge Planning Department at
(508) 347-2508 or by email at jlacy@
sturbridge.gov.

Any person wishing to be heard should
appear at the time and place designat-
ed.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of
2021, this meeting will be conducted
in person and may be conducted via
remote means if circumstance war-
rant, in accordance with applicable law.
This means that members of the public
body as well as members of the public
may access this meeting in person, or
via virtual means.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/472675877

In the event the meeting is also held
via remote means, every effort will be
made to ensure that the public can
adequately access the proceedings
in real time, via technological means.
In the event that we are unable to do
so, despite best efforts, we will post of
the Town’s website an audio or video
recording, transcript, or other compre-
hensive record of the proceedings as
soon as possible after the meeting.
Charles Blanchard

Chairperson

January 23, 2025

January 30, 2025

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket Number: 25 SM 000203
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:

Michael F. Jandreau

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Santander Bank, N.A.

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Southbridge, numbered 691
Guelphwood Road, given by Michael
F. Jandreau to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Santander Bank, N.A., dated
December 21, 2017, and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
58225, Page 36, as modified by a cer-
tain modification agreement recorded
on October 25, 2023, and recorded
with said Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
69800, Page 275, and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before March
10, 2025, or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on January 24, 2025.
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

27012

January 30, 2024

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF
REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Joseph M.
Sena and Rebecca J. Racine to First
Franklin A Division of Nat. City Bank
of IN dated September 23, 2005 and
recorded with the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds, in Book 37385, Page 365, as
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage
dated November 7, 2005; recorded in
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds, Book 37850,
Page 87, and by Assignment dated
June 1, 2008; recorded in Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds, Book 43128, Page 139,
and by Assignment dated August 18,
2017; recorded in Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds, Book 57770, Page 79, and by
Corrective Assignment dated October
6, 2017; recorded in Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds,
Book 57875, Page 375, of which mort-
gage the undersigned is the present
holder, for breach of the conditions
of said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction at 12:00 PM, on
February 6, 2025, on the premises
known as 345 New Boston Road,
Sturbridge, Massachusetts, the
premises described in said mortgage,
together with all the rights, easements,
and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
The land with the buildings thereon, sit-
uated on New Boston Road, Sturbridge,
Worcester County, Massachusetts as
*Lot 101 on a Plan entitled “Plan
of Lots in Sturbridge, Massachusetts
surveyed for Frederick E. LaVergne
and Gail P. LaVergne dated March 3,
2004, and recorded in the Worcester
Registry of deeds in Plan Book 807,
Plan 98, more particularly bounded
and described as follows:
Lot #101
Beginning at an iron pin in a corner of
walls at the southeast corner of tract
herein described on the northerly side
of New Boston Road at the southwest
corner of land, now or formerly of
Susan J. Hawkins;
Thence South 47 degrees 42’ 51~
along a stone wall on the northerly side
of said New Boston Road a distance
of 150.00 feet to a re-rod in said stone
wall;
Thence North 57 degrees 08 26” West
along Lot 102 a distance of 32.52 feet
to re-rod;

Thence North 44 degrees 29; 277
West along said Lot 102 a distance of
359.86 feet to a re-rod at Lot 345R;
Thence North 23 degrees 16’ 06” East,
along 345 R a distance of 60.63 feet to
a re-rod at said Hawkins land;

Thence South 57 degrees 59’ 18” East
along said Hawkins land a distance of
432.25 feet to the point of beginning.
The above described lot 101 contains
1.0000 acres.

This conveyance is subject to and
with the benefit of easements, restric-
tions, rights of way and other matters
of record insofar as now in force and
applicable.

*Due to typographical error, the Lot
was inadvertently referred as being
Lot 103 in one line of the description
attached to the mortgage.

Terms of Sale: These premises are
being sold subject to any and all unpaid
real estate taxes, water rates, munici-
pal charges and assessments, con-
dominium charges, expenses, costs,
and assessments, if applicable, federal
tax liens, partition wall rights, statutes,
regulations, zoning, subdivision con-
trol, or other municipal ordinances or
bylaws respecting land use, configu-
ration, building or approval, or bylaws,
statutes or ordinances regarding the
presence of lead paint, asbestos or
other toxic substances, sanitary codes,
housing codes, tenancy, and , to the
extent that they are recorded prior to
the above mortgage, any easements,
rights of way, restrictions, confirmation
or other matters of record.

Purchaser shall also bear all state and
county deeds excise tax. The deposit
of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash
or bank or certified check at the time
and place of the sale, with the balance
of the purchase price to be paid by
bank or certified check within forty-five
(45) days after the date of the sale, to
be deposited in escrow with Guaetta
and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton
Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford,
Massachusetts.

In the event that the successful bidder
at the foreclosure sale shall default
in purchasing the within described
property according to the terms of
this Notice of Sale and/or the terms
of the Memorandum of Sale execut-
ed at the time of the foreclosure, the
Mortgagee reserves the right to sell
the property by foreclosure deed to the
second highest bidder or, thereafter,
to the next highest bidders, providing
that said bidder shall deposit with said
attorney, the amount of the required
deposit as set forth herein within five
(5) business days after written notice
of the default of the previous highest
bidder.

Otherterms, if any, are to be announced
at the sale.

Dated: January 9th, 2025

Present holder of said mortgage,
Wilmington Trust, National Association,
as Successor Trustee to Citibank, N.A.,
as Trustee for First Franklin Mortgage
Loan Trust, Mortgage Loan Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series 2005-FF12
by its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson,
LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, P.O.
Box 519, Chelmsford, MA 01824
January 16, 2025

January 23, 2025

January 30, 2025

Pursuant to Mass General Laws Chap-
ter 105A, the contents of the following
spaces:

H109 (Crystal L Wimbish) & H155 (Mi-
chael J Johnson) & HI67

(Isabel G Mazzone) located at 25 Brim-
field Road, Holland, MA will be sold to
satisfy the owners lien of Storage Plus.
Sale date is February 12, 2025 @1:00
PM. Inspection between 12:30 PM and
1:00 PM on February 12, 2025. Sealed
bids must be hand delivered by 1 :00
PM on February 12, 2025. All goods
must be purchased with cash as is,
and must be removed within 48 hours
of sale. Owner has the right to bid to
protect his lien and to withdraw any unit
upon settlement by the obligated party
up for sale. For further information call
(413)245-4388.

January 23, 2025

January 30, 2025
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Maze Craze THIS

Find the way through the maze to the finish line.
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| | of Georgia is founded,
— . becoming the first
Finish state-chartered public
| |_ university in the
United States.

1880: Thomas
—_ Edison receives a
‘ - patent for his

incandescent lamp.

Book &=

2010: Apple
announces the iPad.

Having sold more
than 600 million

copies worldwide,
this book series is
the best-selling in

. APTITUDE
hlstory. | | - — a natural ability

| to do something
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Reading a book in bed before

English: Page going to sleep can promote a

Spcmish: Pagina better night'’s rest.
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German: Seite the bigger picture is?
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CRYPTO FON

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love

sudoku. This

mind-bending
— — — T — — — — — puzzle will have
o@*» o you hocked from

the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Solve the code to discover words related to slow cooking.
Each number corresponds to slow cooking.
(Hint: 22 =E)

24 26 11 9 26 20

Level: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

14 10 11 14 6
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Local students earn Dean’s List Local students earn President’s List

honors at Nichols College

DUDLEY Nich-
ols College is proud to
recognize the academ-
ic accomplishments of
students on the fall 2024
Dean’s List.

Dean’s List recogniz-
es those students who
achieve high grades
during a single semes-
ter. In order to be includ-
ed on the Dean’s List,
a student must have a
minimum grade point
average of 3.5 for at least
12 undergraduate cred-
it-hours and must have
received no grades below
B- during the semester.

The following local
students have achieved
Dean’s List honors for
the fall 2024 semester:

Julia Fearing of Brim-
field

Muhammad
Wasay of Charlton

Fajr Ahmad of Charl-
ton

John Guerin of Charl-
ton

Matthew Smolski of

Abdul

About Nichols College

Nichols College has
earned business ac-
creditation from the
prestigious Association
to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business
(AACSB International),
the longest serving glob-
al accrediting body for
business schools and the
largest business educa-
tion network connecting
learners, educators, and
businesses  worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nich-
ols transforms today’s
students into tomor-
row’s leaders through a
dynamic, career-focused
business and profession-
al education. Nichols of-
fers real-world learning
focused on professional
depth - combined with
vibrant living, competi-
tive athletics, and an un-
matched alumni advan-
tage - equipping students
to exceed their own ex-

honors at Nichols College

DUDLEY — Nichols College is proud to recognize the academic
accomplishments of students on the fall 2024 President’s List.

President’s List recognizes those students who achieve high
grades during a single semester. Students whose semester grade
point average is 3.85 or higher for at least 12 undergraduate cred-
it-hours and no grades below B- will receive President’s List honors.
The following local students have achieved President’s List hon-
ors:

Matthew Lach of Charlton
Maggie Mullaly of Charlton
Jaelin Rheaume of Charlton
Chris Rogalski of Charlton

Dylan Smaltz of Charlton
Emma White of Charlton
Robert Cleary of Fiskdale
Lydia Julian of Holland

Cameron Murphy of Fiskdale
Michael Peloza of Brimfield
Benjamin Yarter of Sturbridge
Olivia Carrier of Southbridge
Lindsey Houghton of Southbridge
Ryan Leary of Southbridge
Donney Stapleton of Southbridge
Emily Westwell of Southbridge

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned business accreditation from the pres-
tigious Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AA-
CSB International), the longest serving global accrediting body for
business schools and the largest business education network con-
necting learners, educators, and businesses worldwide. Founded in

Charlton
Yaneliz Henriquez of
Southbridge

edu

pectations. www.nichols.

own expectations. www.nichols.edu

1815, Nichols transforms today’s students into tomorrow’s leaders
through a dynamic, career-focused business and professional edu-
cation. Nichols offers real-world learning focused on professional
depth - combined with vibrant living, competitive athletics, and an
unmatched alumni advantage - equipping students to exceed their

Davone
Keovongmanysar of

Southbridge
graduates from

Clarkson University

POTSDAM, N.Y. — Davone Dj Ke-
ovongmanysar of Southbridge re-
ceived a bachelor of science degree in
civil engineering from Clarkson Uni-
versity on Dec. 14.

Clarkson University is a proven
leader in technological education, re-
search, innovation and sustainable
economic development. With its main
campus in Potsdam, N.Y.,, and addi-
tional graduate program and research
facilities in the Capital Region and
Hudson Valley, Clarkson faculty have
a direct impact on more than 7,800
students annually through nationally
recognized undergraduate and gradu-
ate STEM designated degrees in engi-
neering, business, science and health
professions; executive education, in-
dustry-relevant credentials and K-12

STEM programs. Alumni earn salaries
among the top 2% in the nation: one
in five already leads in the c-suite. To
learn more, go to www.clarkson.edu.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS Cleaning Services

Since 1969

==~ KEARNS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Door and Window Experts

ﬂﬁ%@

B+U+*I*L+*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED

Brakes ¢ Alternators  Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)

AVAILABLE

100% FINANCING

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712
Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal . .
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services Awa rd W| nnin g
Warrantied Work & Repairs .
Diagnostics + A/C Repair H ig h Performance
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified * RS# 2678

208

£

-784-1550
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= BUSINESS i

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
. estimate at:

774-262-9166

f’e- ', )
U

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY [l Home Improvementl  MASONRY

PEST CONTROL

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services
Over 30 years experience
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

C==)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate

StonebridgePress.com I

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

Adbvertise on
this page for
one low price!

Get 7 papers.
Call
774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader
o Sturbridge Villager
» Charlton Villager
o Southbridge News
» Webster Times
» Auburn News
» Blackstone Valley Tribune

JOHN DALY | 1) MiELueeers
Plumbing gﬁ\i HEATING INC.
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. . in repairs or new ’
Interior and Exterior| | . At
, installs for home Residential,
Power Washing owners New Construction
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ulty Insu insured Spencer, MA
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idrai Email MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
774_230_8373 jdrainman714@aol.com @GMAL.COM
Roofing
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David Barbale| GUARANTEED (sons moorme
Read our reviews at the
BU[[DING MAlNT[NANCE Better Business Bureal.
R 0 0 FI N G - — A+ rating and accredited
Roofing, siding, qutter member since 2009.
Roofing/Gutters| | “Zai Sesie  |Call Bill Toll-Free
Repair Work Master Certified! 1-866-961-Roof
Contact Daniel Truax | | 508-765-0100
Fully Licensed 508-450-7472 Lifetime material warranty &
and Insured call or text 25 yr. labor warranty available
vALC scsosorzy | | dbmaintco.com " CSLA0050.
MAHIC. LIC #1079721 Scerne‘;;gglréznADclcsecF%gt l ICT—HIE #F0638é541
ne ully Insured, Free Estimates
NS # EAC032585 ngﬁﬁf ﬁau'fezfﬁ[r’zfe’egsfi”nfﬁge’s Family Owned and Operated
C: 508-397-6709 Financina Available Now Accepting All Major
0: 508-248-6709 el Credit Cards
Mass CSL #099487 8
davidbarbate.com | | et | S CERO
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HAMILTON

continued from page Al

has been estimated at $1.8
million.

Regarding the RAISE
grant (an acronym mean-
ing Rebuilding American
Infrastructure with Sus-
tainability and Equity),
Dean said the project will
not require a town match
because it’s “located in
a historically disadvan-
taged area” as defined
by the US Department
of Transportation. The
funds will allow South-
bridge to “install lighting
and crosswalks, improve
traffic flow, repair and
replace sidewalks and
improve drainage during
this paving project,” she
added.

According to the US-
DOT award letter, it will
widen the sidewalks, add
a bike lane, install “traf-
fic calming measures,”
and remove one side of
the on-street parking. It
states the funds must be
obligated by Sept. 30, 2029
and spent by Sept. 30,
2034.

Gus Steeves can be

reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

For
Advertising
Information

Call

774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

Town-to-Town

CHANGES

continued from page Al

after the board handled
one seeking to convert
two existing houses on
Rte 20 into a for-profit ur-
gent care facility called
Convenient MD. Bubon
said the board saw a
proposal to create such
a facility in a Starbucks
about two years ago, but
the developer pulled out.

Mike D’Hemecourt
of Harborlight Advisors
LLC said this will be the

firm’s sixth facility, with
others in Massachusetts,
New Hampshire and
Maine.

Most of the hearing
heard from Chappell En-
gineering’s Shaun Kel-
ly, who spoke about his
traffic study for the proj-
ect. It determined that
stretch of highway saw
about 24,500 cars per day
when they tested it in
August 2024, with peak
flow of about 1,200 in
the mornings and 1,800
in the evenings and both

directions being “fairly
even.”

Under national guide-
lines, they looked at sight
distance needed, finding
the minimum is 510-540
feet and “desirable” is
540-640 at 58 mph. The
site has 600-650 in both
directions, but will need
to eliminate some vege-
tation in front, he said.

Kelly said they’re pre-
dicting about 194 trips
per day over 24 hours,
with peak being 17-19 per
hour, or “a car coming

every eight minutes.”
For safety, they plan to
seek Mass DOT approval
for an inbound designat-
ed left-turn lane that’s
about 300 feet long.
When Wally Hersee
asked about restricting
left-turn departures, Kel-
ly said they didn’t plan
to do that, noting the gas
station nearby now has
60-95 of them a day. Her-
see was concerned about
that, saying the nearby
New Boston Road inter-
section has a history of

accidents and this site is
“not the best place in the
world to have that.”

Bubon said DOT cur-
rently supports allowing
left turns there, but still
has to review it in what
“can be a lengthy pro-
cess.” She later predicted
the state will erect a me-
dian barrier the whole
length of that stretch of
Route 20, however.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

ATHLETE

continued from page Al

mangu High School in
Kenya. She obtained her
CNA training at 3Dimen-
sions Health Services
in 2017. Anane works as
staff at Arbor (Southbor-
ough). Prior to coming
to Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy, she
has taken courses at

Framingham State Uni-
versity The Bay Path
Practical Nursing Acad-
emy UNICEF Club was
founded in 2016 and each
year club officers lead
members through var-
ious fundraising meth-
ods that serve to educate
and raise awareness of
relevant issues happen-
ing locally and globally.
The UNICEF Club meets

after school hours. Plans
are underway for educa-
tional fundraising activ-
ities.

Philippine swimmer
Cyrusjet Tedi Bueno
will be competing on
the upcoming FOBISIA
Swimming 2025 (https://
www.teemsglobal.com/
fobisia-swimming-2025 ),
which will take place
on Feb. 20 to 23 at Tha-

nyapura, Phuket, Thai-
land. The 2025 FOBISIA
swimming is hosted
at the world-class Tha-
nyapura Sports and
Health Resort. This
event will bring together
talented swimmers from
across Asia to compete,
build camaraderie, and
inspire the next gener-
ation of athletes. The
event is all about the

exciting opportunities
to embrace the moment,
form new friendships,
and striving for person-
al bests. As a key part
of the process, Bueno’s
participation is through
generous supporters to
help cover the costs of
travel, accommodation,
training, equipment, and
cost of participation.

University of Rhode Island names area students to Dean’s List

KINGSTON, R.I. — The University of
Rhode Island is pleased to announce that sev-
eral area students have been named to its Fall
2024 Dean’s List. Among them are:

Kyle Norberg of Charlton

Cristina Sage of Charlton

Erin Farrell of Sturbridge

Mary Godek of Wales

Lizzy Maxfield of Brimfield

Elise Mazeika of Sturbridge

Makena Pentoney of Holland

Tyler Powell of Fiskdale

Vanessa Ricci of Brimfield

Yetzabeth Beltre Colon of Southbridge

To be included on the Dean’s List, full-time
students must have completed 12 or more
credits for letter grades which are GPA appli-
cable during a semester and achieved at least
a 3.30 quality point average. Part-time stu-
dents qualify with the accumulation of 12 or
more credits for letter grades which are GPA
applicable earning at least a 3.30 quality point

average.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
174-200-7308

Students named to the Dean’s List repre-
sent nearly all of Rhode Island’s cities and
towns, all six New England states, New York
and New Jersey, and many other states and
countries.

About the University of Rhode Island

The University of Rhode Island is a diverse
and dynamic community whose members are
connected by a common quest for knowledge.
As a global education leader and the state of
Rhode Island’s flagship public research insti-
tution, URI offers distinctive opportunities
designed to meet the global challenges of to-
day’s world and the rapidly evolving needs of
tomorrow. Founded in 1892, URI now enrolls
more than 18,000 students and offers more
than 200 degree programs across nine schools
and colleges. As a land- and sea-grant institu-
tion, URI is a key driver of economic develop-
ment in Rhode Island and contributes signifi-
cantly to the health and vitality of the state,
the New England region, and the nation. To
learn more, visit: uri.edu.
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27 suppor Rl | 508-885-5416
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$1000 Sign-On (508) 688-0847. @@
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Package Steel (508)829-6769 Information
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Excellent Benefits Plus 401k « CNC Milling Center
« CNC Turning Center
. «Manual Bridgeports
Apply in person - Manual Lathe {
« CNC or Manual Vertical Milling Centers
Package Steel Hours: M-Th: 7:00am-5:00pm, F: 7:00am-3:30pm.
|5 Harback Rd Sutton, MA Email resume or apply in person.
: , Southbridge Tool &
e-mail resume to: Manufacturing Co., Inc.
Luci”e@packagesteel-com 181 Southbridge Road, Route 131, Dudley, MA 01571
(508) 764-2779 « Fax: (508) 765-1193
508-865-5871 x 3010 . .
. ) info@southbridgetool.com

Local students
named to Dean’s List
at University of New

England

BIDDEFORD and PORTLAND,
Maine — The following students have
been named to the Dean’s List for the
2024 fall semester at the University of
New England.

Charlton
Bridget Hast, Emily LeBrun

Southbridge
Kyle Woodruff

Dean’s List students have attained
a grade point average of 3.3 or better
out of a possible 4.0 at the end of the
semester.

The University of New England is
Maine’s largest independent universi-
ty, with two beautiful coastal campuses
in Maine, a one-of-a-kind study-abroad
campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an
array of flexible online offerings. In
an uncommonly welcoming and sup-
portive community, we offer hands-
on learning, empowering students to
make a positive impact in a world full
of challenges. We are the state’s top pro-
vider of health professionals and home
to Maine’s only medical and dental
colleges, a variety of other interprofes-
sionally aligned health care programs,
and nationally recognized programs in
the marine sciences, the natural and
social sciences, business, the human-
ities, and the arts. Visit www.une.edu.

Stonehill announces
Fall 2024 Dean’s List

EASTON — Stonehill College proud-
ly recognizes the students named to the
Fall 2024 Dean’s List. To qualify for this
recognition, students must achieve a
semester grade point average of 3.50 or
better. They must also have successful-
ly completed all courses for which they
were registered during the term.

Rahni Bussiere of Charlton

Arianna Lester of Sturbridge

Allison Moloney of Brimfield

About Stonehill College

Stonehill College, a Catholic institu-
tion of higher learning, was founded
by the Congregation of Holy Cross in
1948. Located on the beautiful 387-acre
campus and former estate of Frederick
Lothrop Ames in North Easton, Massa-
chusetts, it is a community of scholar-
ship and faith, anchored by a belief in
the inherent dignity of each person.

Through more than 100 academic
programs in the liberal arts, sciences,
business and pre-professional field,
Stonehill College provides an educa-
tion of the highest caliber that fosters
critical thinking, free inquiry and the
interchange of ideas for over 2,500 stu-
dents.

Stonehill College educates the whole
person so that each Stonehill graduate
thinks, acts and leads with courage to-
ward the creation of a more just and
compassionate world.
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REAL ESTATE

508.943.4333

Staron Pelletier - Owner
Licensed in MA, CT &

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

hope2own.com -

We Want
Your Listings!

/“\*\

Featured Tew Listing!!

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11:00AM-1: 00PM§<
WEBSTER - 61 PARK AVENUE

First Time Offered!! This Unique, Impressive, Well Maintained Custom Built
Ranch Style Home! Incredible Functionality & More! Built in 2001 & offers
"\ 1,462 sf+/- of One Level Living, 3 BRs, 2 Full Baths! Fabulous Split Floor
. Plan w/2 BRs & a Full Bath w/Double Walk In Shower, & a Private MASTER
.. SUITE w/Private Full Bath, Walk-in Closet. Spacious Entry Foyer. Lg Triple

/
Broboer
RI

ti-Family Buildings with 2
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central
Core” District of Downtown
Southbridge!! ... Mixed
Use Zoning !! Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough
e forupt018Veh|cIesH

$1,300,000

S e

= At

e
oA s ot

OXFORD 25 SUTTON AVENUE

I Location ~ Location! Move-in ready

ON DEPOSIT [ Commercial Office &/or Retail Space !

Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-
(=]

panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
" ical facilities etc...2 Level Free Standing
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in
an Active area of Restaurants & Retail
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

$1,150,000

.,g_

1640’ d|rect Waterfront on Cedar Laki
Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Potential for up to 5 house lots! 119 road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is full

recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opp

WATERFRONT
Webster Lake - 237 Thompson Rd.

FOR RENT....1St floor 1 Bedroom Apartment!
Sliders to large deck with outstanding views!
Located in the mid section of the Lake.

Catch the sunrises!
Heated by fuel efficient Natural Gas forced hot
air. Enjoy Lake living!

=

: Casement Windows overlooking rolling Landscape! $469,000
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier
SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON (7 Featwned Tew Listiag!! () T LT
e Undated A ) WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST \ \j<
tained & Updated Mul- —\ Come to Pierpont Estates! Young

Well Maintained 2 Family offers 2,472

| 5BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot w/.30 acre,

. crete Patio. Apartments fully occupied.

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRBNTAGE 11 61 AGRES' WATEHFRUNTLAND

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Location! Location! This Oversized & 2100 Sq Ft +/- Colonial on 1+ acre!
' Featuring 8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms!
Master Bed W/Master Bath & Walk-
| in Closet! 2 Baths and 1/2 Bath! Cozy
= propane gas fireplace. Hardwood
- flooring & carpeting. Central air. 2 Car
Garage. Yr. 2024 Taxes $5448 .

assisted sale. $620,000

WEBSTER -
38 GOLONIAL RD.
LAKE RESIDENTIAL

Webster Lake Area! Investors take
notice! Charming Ranch with possi-
ble extra buildable lot! Home has 2
! bedrooms, 1 Bath. 1 Car Garage. Re-
cent Furnace and Ductless Mini-Split
System. Vinyl Siding, Replacement
Windows. 100CB. Interior needs up-
dating* $399,900

sf Total! Apt 1 >1st Floor Unit >has
1,052 sf, 3 BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd
& 3rd Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420 sf,
22'x22" Two Car Garage! 12'x16’Con-

PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS onto the
Property. $559,900

el Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine,

x

ortunity! $899,000

Let's tall Webstern Lake!

There are very few waterfront homes available for sale & many Buyers
waiting for an opportunity to purchase. Call us at the Hope Real Estate
Group for a no obligation consultation. If you are thinking of selling a
Waterfront home on Webster Lake, please contact us to discuss pri-
vate showings to pre-approved Buyer prospects.

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc...

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=&
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

e

#
..
L 8

*30” Family Room

*3.5 baths... 3 Levels of Living area

® *Hardwood Floors Throughout

o *Cabinet Packed Kitchen

w/ Center Island

* Oversized Deck overlooking 6 Acres
| *Established Subdivision-

12 Ellwtt $695,000- Motlvatéd Sellert  Glenview Estates
DUDLEY-2 BATHS OXFORD - 1ST FLOOR VACANT

*1/2 Acre lot
with Private

Backyard *Ideal for
*Central Air | f. ﬁ._" Owner

and Central | [§jL 1 ) f 7,-/ ! Occupied

Yac Al = 2 Bedroom

VL.H.-“-*W < | each level

| *Garage w/
~ Loftarea

‘—'.“-'_ 4 *Newly
| Installed Septic|
System

* hardwood
Floors
*Lower LEvel
« Familyroom
. *Easy

Y Commuter
Location

9 Quobaug Ave $425 000

ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED ERA Key Realty

A RE/MAX o
PROFESSIONAL Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
ASSOCIATES Donnaflannery@erakey.net

SIS TREEEIORERIDSE, MA OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE

NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh SERVICE

Realtor Realtor TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
License #9529769 License #904677 SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME =
(774) 452-3578 (508) 641-0150 ERAHALLOFFAME [, %

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Licensed in MA and CT

When Mary Hicks Realtore ° 4
Experience Over 20 years experience!
| and CENTURY 21
p Commitment ' S
Matter @ Holr?-llere(;;ice: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

OPEN HOUSE
16 BUCKBOARD PASS BROOKFIELD)
SAT 2/1/2025 11-1 $142,000!

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyRk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
508.612.1382

o B AMAR 160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
(@ usion ) MESRealty.com maryangela87@yahoo.com
~> _~ Mary@WillSellit.com Each office is independently owned and operated.

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

Sandi Grzyb

I look forward to

1 WO RCESTER serving you in all of

your real estate

(&)

L

4

We need properties to sell - any type! N antures!
Conrad Allen * Buying
508.400.0438  Selling

e Investing

callenl995@co| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

Contact Info:
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

[ §
65 Southbridge Street,
Auburn, MA 01501

FEBRUARY 4TH «5-7PM

LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE
DUDLEY TOWN HALL- SENIOR CENTER

1. What is the Homes for Heroes Program?
2. How Do I Finance an Investment Property?
3. Is Now a Good Time to Buy?

4. Is it Still a Sellers Market?

@ Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044
#l; ReMax Vision

2 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak
CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669
774-230-5044
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Mock Code team prepares for Scenario 2

CHARLTON The
Practical Nursing Class
of 2025 Mock Code Team
(MCT) under the guid-
ance and leadership of
Professors Cheryl Cahill,
Jennifer DeFilippo, and
Angela McGrath, are set
to prepare and execute
the Term 2 Mock Code
Scenario.

Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy’s MCT
and Simulation Training
improves response to
code events. During car-
diac arrests, the quick
response of a code team
requires cohesiveness,
timely defibrillation, and |
clearly defined roles. It
is important for mem-
bers of the healthcare
team to intuitively know
their role as part of the
response team especial-
ly during code situations
when seconds count.

“We continue to believe
in using simulation train-
ing to improve perfor-
mance,” said Gretheline
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN
Ed, RN, CRRN Academy
Director.

“We are blessed to have

of four achievement met-
rics. The guidelines state
that hospitalized patients
exhibiting ventricular
fibrillation or pulseless
ventricular tachycardia
should receive defibrilla-
tion within two minutes
to improve outcomes.

In 2017, the Bay Path
Practical Nursing
Academy MCT was
formed to improve resus-
citationskillsand comfort
levels for practical nurs-
ing students. The MCT
meets for a full day of
preparation, with mem-
bers practicing as much
as possible. On Mock
Code Day, the MCT runs
the code scenarios multi-
ple times. The formation
of the MCT increased
mock code opportunities
and participation three
times in an academic
year. Participation in
mock codes increases the
comfort level of practi-
cal nursing students. An
effective code team is one
that acts safely, and effi-
ciently, and saves lives.
The MCT aims to be pro-
ficient with skills and

-
Courtesy

Members of the 2025 MCT, from left: Delene Sarsfield of Charlton, Loise Ngigi of South Grafton, Jason Houatchanthara
of Fiskdale, Grant Peterson of Millbury, Maria De Amorim Hentschke of Worcester, Chalinant Desrosiers of Oxford, Emily
Bamberger of Wales, and Gorret Rusoke of Springfield.

the continued guidance, Bolandrma added. empowered, 'conflden_t events. chordlng to The Gpldghnes (GWTG) knowledge, effective with

- The timely use of nurses result in a posi- the American Heart resuscitation program, NS
experience, and exper- defibrillation and tive response to code Association’s Get With time to first shock is one communication, and
tise of our PN faculty!” p highly organized.

Amanda Misilo joins
Savers Bank as Vice
President, Head of Retail
Banking & Sales

Amanda Misilo

SOUTHBRIDGE
Savers Bank is pleased
to announce Amanda
Misilo as their new Vice
President, Head of Retail
Banking & Sales. Misilo
began her role on Jan.
6, bringing more than 20
years of experience and
a proven track record in
Retail Banking leader-
ship.

Misilo succeeds Alan
Melidossian, who served
as Senior Vice President

of Retail Banking before

relocating in August
2024.
Misilo’s career in-

cludes time at Com-
merce Bank & Trust
(later Berkshire Bank),
where she held various
roles in Retail Banking,
including Branch Man-
ager, and AVP, Custom-
er Care Manager. Most
recently, she served as
First Vice President, Di-
rector of Contact Center
Operations at Berkshire
Bank.

She is recognized for
her focus on simplify-
ing banking processes,
fostering strong teams,
and creating a culture of
clear, honest communi-
cation. She has a talent
for delivering solutions
that make banking eas-

ier for customers while

driving meaningful
growth.
Keri Gonzalez, EVP

and Chief Operating
Officer of Savers Bank,
commented on Misilo’s
arrival, saying, “Amanda
isadedicated leader with
a practical approach and
a strong commitment to
delivering great custom-
er experiences. We’re
confident her expertise
and energy will help
guide our Retail Banking
division forward.”

In her new role, Mis-
ilo will oversee retail
banking operations and
sales, ensuring that Sav-
ers Bank continues to
deliver accessible, cus-

while
bank’s growth goals.

Melissa Zeien

Bay Path Practical

Nursing Academy

welcomes new full
time faculty

CHARLTON — The

Bay Path

Practical Nursing Academy is pleased

to welcome newly appointed full-time
faculty member. Melissa Zeien, BSN,
RN, WCC of Charlton had been named
full-time faculty. Professor Zeien
assumed her role on Jan. 13.

Professor Zeine is an experienced
RN with a specialty in Wound Care.
She completed her Bachelor of Science
in Nursing (2016) at the Empire State
College, State University of New
York, and her Associate of Science
in Nursing (2010) at Suffolk County
Community College in Selden, N.Y.
She became Wound Care Certified
(2022) through the Wound Care
Education Institute.

Self-described as “calm, responsi-
ble, reliable, caring, hard-working,
and physically fit individual with
strong leadership skills and ethics,”
Professor Zeien works well in a group
setting or one on one. She is well
versed in theory and in practice. She
enjoys collaborating with individuals
from all socioeconomic backgrounds.

“We are excited to have Professor
Zeien join the Practical Nursing
Academy,” stated Gretheline
Bolandrina DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN
Academy Director. “She came to the
Academy in opportune time and
brings with her expertise and expe-
rience that would greatly benefit the
practical nursing students and our
Bay Path community.”

Local students earn Dean’s List honors at
American International College

SPRINGFIELD — American International College (AIC) students Benjamin
tomer-focused solutions Lazo of Southbridge and Kaitlyn Boone of Sturbridge have earned Dean’s List
supporting the honors for the Fall 2024 semester.

Lazo is majoring in Athletic Administration and Leadership.

Boone is majoring in Health Science.

Dean’s List honors are awarded to full-time students who have achieved a 3.3
t0 4.0 GPA. AIC commends Lazo and all of those on the Dean’s List for their hard
work and dedication.

Founded in 1885, American International College (AIC) is a private, co-educa-
tional, doctoral granting institution located in Springfield, Massachusetts, com-
prising the School of Business, Arts and Sciences, the School of Education, and
the School of Health Sciences. AIC supports and advances education, diversity,
and opportunity for its students and the community.

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

MAXELL LUCIANO’S BANQUET CENTER

Luaano’s Cotton CLus
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SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Sinatra

START SPREADING
THE NEWS!

SINATRA
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UNION STATION
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Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

Featuring ~-
$649°

Michael Dutra as

SINATRA

and his
9 Piece

=

g

Swing Band!

‘ ‘ Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

CARRYING THE o ™= STEARNS
TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC & FOSTER’

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Includes:

Sit Down Dinner
Choice of NY Sirloin,
Stuffed Chicken,
Veg Lasagna
or Salmon, Dessert
Tax, Tip and Show

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

CALL 508-755-6408 os.com
For Tickets an

Reservt:lﬁo“s

maxwe\\\uciun

Storm Date: Sunday February 16th
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