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TCA CELEBRATES 30 YEARS OF GOLF!
Thank you to everyone who joined us last Saturday for our 30th Annual Golf Tournament, one of Trinity’s largest fundraisers.  Congratulations 
to alumnae Lori Primavera and Angiolina Brady, honored for their continued dedication of Catholic education.  We were also delighted to 
feature our current eighth grade class and alumni who participated in the tournament. Trinity Catholic Academy is truly blessed!

Charlton 
embraces 

regionalized
 dispatch

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The 
Charlton Select Board has 
expressed support for the 
regionalization of  local dis-
patch, albeit with the pending 
support of  the Finance Com-
mittee.

Talks of  regionalization 
have been ongoing for over 
a year with plans eventually 
being presented to the Select 
Board on Sept. 9. The Cen-
tral Mass Regional Commu-
nications Center (CMRCC) 
submitted a formal proposal 
which Select Board members 
supported, although they re-
quested the Finance Commit-
tee also look over the plan. 
That committee was set to 
meet in the days after this sto-
ry was issued for print.

The plan was touted more 
as a way to create efficient and 
effective support and staffing 
for local communities rather 
than as a cost saving measure. 
While Charlton’s current dis-
patch staff  were compliment-
ed for their hard work, the 
regional dispatch was con-
sidered a better model. Both 
local chiefs agreed, showing 
their support before the Select 
Board’s deliberation.

“You can either bring on 
a few more dispatchers and 
probably a director to keep 
it here in Charlton. If  you’re 
not willing to do that so we’re 
doubled up all the time and 
we have available resources, 
I think you should consider 
regional because that will 
accomplish that,” said Police 
Chief  Daniel Dowd. “I don’t 
think we can do it the way we 
currently exist. We’re putting 
Band-Aids on our staffing 
when we really should be two 
or three people at all times.”

Fire Chief  Rob Barton 
agreed noting the data pre-
sented in a study included in 
the Select Board’s meeting 
packets. 

“The findings were pretty 
evident that regional was the 
way to go. We are kind of  at 
that crossroad of  having to de-
cide if  the benefits are there,” 
Barton stated. “The benefits 
are there. Regional dispatch 
is kind of  the up-and-com-
ing thing across the country. 
Massachusetts is just coming 
on a little late to it. There are 
significant benefits for opera-
tions, police and fire, as well 
as some incentives from the 
state.”

The idea of  regionalization 
isn’t actually that new for the 
Commonwealth. Many towns 
have come together over the 
years to centralize their dis-
patch for a common good, cre-
ating more efficiency, better 
staffing, and, as a result, bet-
ter response times. Peter Kin-
nas, Director of  Special Proj-
ects at Massachusetts State 
911, made it clear that their 
proposal isn’t a slight towards 
the current dispatch staff, but 
rather a push towards imple-
menting a more effective con-
cept that has been proven over 
decades of  implementation in 
other communities.

STURBRIDGE — On 
Thursday, September 25 
at 7 p.m., Kitty Lowen-
thal and Sandy Gib-
son-Quigley will give a 
presentation at the Pub-
lick House on the history 
of  the Worcester South 
Agricultural Fair and 
Fairgrounds. 

From 1844 through 
1938 Sturbridge hosted 
an annual agricultural 
fair to promote progres-
sive farming. A locally, 
then regionally, popular 
event, the Fair outgrew 
the Common where it 
was held originally, and 
fairgrounds were estab-
lished on Cedar Lake (on 
the site of  the current 
Host Hotel). In addition 
to the exhibitions and 
contests featuring farm 
animals and produce, 
horse racing soon be-
came one of  the prime 

attractions of  the Fair, 
along with other amuse-
ments – such as acrobats, 
balloon ascensions, and 
firemen musters. This 
presentation will explore 
the origins of  the Fair, 
its growth, and unfortu-
nate demise, along with 
a brief  look at the devel-
opment of  the property 
since 1939. 

Kitty Lowenthal and 
Sandy Gibson-Quigley 
are on the Board of  Di-
rectors for the Histor-
ical Society. Kitty has 
had a lifelong passion 
for history. She worked 
as an interpreter at Old 
Sturbridge Village for 20 
plus years, and then as a 
museum educator for the 
Deerfield Teacher Cen-
ter. Almost everything 
she enjoys best revolves 
around history and the 
people and lives of  the 

past, from land use and 
settlements, to food and 
textiles and crafts, and 
the ways people live to-
gether. Sandy has been 
involved with history 
and education since 
her college years. She 
worked in the Education 
Dept. at OSV, was the 
Education Director for 
Preservation Worcester, 
and then taught Social 
Studies at Notre Dame 
Academy for 26 years. 
Sandy continues to enjoy 
exploring history as well 
as the built and natural 
environments and shar-
ing her discoveries with 
others. 

Please join us at the 
Publick House, which 
graciously hosts our 
programs. This presen-
tation is free and open to 
the public, 

Drought conditions 
prompt restrictions 

on outside water use
SOUTHBRIDGE — On Sept. 9, the Mas-

sachusetts Drought Task for issues a Level 
-2 Significant Drought status for Worces-
ter County. The Town of  Southbridge now 
has to require that all Southbridge and 
Charlton water customers refrain from 
all outside water use except for handheld 
watering between the hours of  5 and 9 p.m. 
Please turn off  all outside sprinkler sys-
tems.

This declaration from the State also ap-
plies to homes with private wells.

Certain water uses are not subject to 
restrictions, such as production of  food 
and fiber, health and safety reasons, main-
tenance of  livestock, and core functions 
of  a business (for example irrigation for a 
nursery).

For the general public’s information, 
currently, the Southbridge Water Depart-
ments reservoir system is at 91 percent of 
total capacity. This is within our historical 
average for this time of  year. The declara-
tion is a county wide declaration, and not 
due to any current water storage shortfalls 
within the Southbridge Water Depart-
ment. This declaration is part of  new laws 
and regulations put forth by the state legis-
lature, and enforcement went into effect in 

CHARLTON — The Charl-
ton Lions Club held it’s first 
meeting of  the 2025-26 year on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10 at their 
usual meeting place – the 
Great Room at The Overlook 
Independent Living. This was 
the first meeting for new of-
ficers who were elected last 
spring. Business was conduct-
ed by President Dana Gould, 
who is no newcomer to leading 
a Lions Club – he was previ-
ously the president of  a Rhode 
Island club.

Other officers elected in 

June are Patrick Husereau, 
1st vice president; Kathy Gal-
lant, 2nd vice president; Ger-
ry Wolfe, 3rd vice president; 
Carole Duquette, reporting 
secretary; Michele Piergalli-
ni, treasurer; Cynthia Young, 
marketing chair; Jennie Frisel-
la and Tim Prouty, member-
ship co-chairs; Debra Ciesluk, 
Rhonda Tetreault, Edward 
Ciesluk and Helen Doucette, 
directors. Dennis Tucker is im-
mediate past president. Kathy 
Gallant and Patrick Husereau 
serve as tail twister and lion 

tamer, respectively.
The twice-monthly busi-

ness meetings are not held in 
July or August, but that does 
not mean the Lions are idle 
in the summer. This year, the 
Club helped sponsor one of 
the outdoor public concerts 
at The Overlook in July. They 
planned, shopped and set up 
for, then cooked and served 
from their food booth at Charl-
ton Old Home Day on Aug. 31, 
raising funds for scholarships 
and other charitable work. 
They’ll also be serving their 

sausage, pepper and onion 
sandwiches at The Overlook’s 
Fall Festival on Oct. 4.

Throughout the summer, a 
committee led by Helene Dou-
cette, met to plan the Club’s 
celebration of  50 years of  ser-
vice to the Charlton communi-
ty. Join them on Sunday, Nov. 2, 
1-4 p.m. at the Pine Ridge Coun-
try Club in Oxford for hors 
d’oeuvres and refreshments. 
For more information and to 
make a reservation by Oct. 5, 
send email to helene33a@aol.
com.

The Charlton Lions Club 
meets the second and fourth 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. at The 
Overlook. Lions support local, 
district, national and interna-
tional initiatives that assist 
those in need, encourage youth 
development, and pay special 
attention to the sight- or hear-
ing-disabled and those with 
diabetes. Among the many 
things they do locally, are con-
ducting a Peace Poster Contest 
for middle school children and 
a Speech Competition among 
high school youth; hosting a 
community talent show; pro-
viding higher education schol-
arships; and giving holiday gift 
cards to needy families.

If  you live in Charlton and 
are interested in serving your 
town by becoming a Lion, 
please contact Jennie Frisella 
(atwinnh1013@gmail.com).

Historical Society delves 
into history of Worcester 

South Agricultural Society

Charlton Lions carry on 50-year tradition of service
Turn To DROUGHT page  A10

Turn To DISPATCH page  A10



WORCESTER — For the fifth con-
secutive year, Cornerstone Bank, 
a community bank with locations 
throughout Central Massachusetts, is 
a proud recipient of  a 2025 Corporate 
Citizenship Award from the Boston 
Business Journal (BBJ). This annual 
list showcases companies that promote 
and prioritize giving back to their com-
munities.

 
Cornerstone Bank’s contributions 

to regional charities totaled over 
$478,000 in 2024—well above the min-
imum $100,000 required to qualify for 
the list. It joins a diverse list of  99 hon-
orees this year, representing industries 

ranging from financial and profession-
al services, health care, technology, re-
tail and professional sports. 

“We are proud to again be recog-
nized by the Boston Business Jour-
nal as one of  the top contributors to 
regional charities,” said Cornerstone 
Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “As a true 
community bank, Cornerstone em-
ployees take pride in working for a 
local institution that is committed to 
improving the lives of  our neighbors, 
customers, businesses and communi-
ty.”

The BBJ’s 20th Annual Corpo-
rate Citizenship 
Aw a r d s   e v e n t 
will take place on 
Wednesday, Sep-
tember 10, from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at Big Night Live, 
110 Causeway St. 
in Boston.

The evening 
will include net-
working, connect-
ing and recogniz-
ing the Charitable 
Contributors, the 
Alan B. Lewis/
Alnoba CEO So-
cial Leadership 
Award honoree 
and the 2025 Cor-
porate Citizen-
ship Community 
C o l l a b o r a t i o n 
Awardees.

 
“It is with honor that we present our 

list of  the Top Charitable Contributors 
in Massachusetts,” said Boston Busi-
ness Journal Market President and 
Publisher Carolyn Jones. “Collective-
ly, they gave more than $416 million in 
cash contributions—a true example 
of  the business community coming 
together to help those in need. We are 
proud to celebrate these organizations 
who give both money and time to make 
our region a stronger and better place 
for all.”

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 

2017, born of  a long history of  support-
ing the community, and providing a 
strong foundation to help people and 
businesses thrive. Serving Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and commu-
nity-based banking model enables a 
unique ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal touch. Cor-
nerstone, which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, operating in-
dependently under its own name and 
brand, provides the highest level of 
service and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. Corner-
stone works to connect customers 
with opportunities through a broad 
range of  deposit and loan products 
and services. Built on Trust is not just 
a tagline, but also one of  our guiding 
corporate values. Whether a business 
or personal partnership, Cornerstone 

stands on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. To learn 
about Cornerstone Bank’s personal 
and business banking offerings, please 
visit cornerstonebank.com or call 800-
939-9103.
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REAL ESTATE
Charlton

$775,000, 43 A F Putnam Rd, C S W Rt, and West, Craig S, 
to Frissora, Anthony M, and Frissora, Mackenzie D.

$575,000, 45 A F Putnam Rd, Frissora, Anthony M, and 
Frissora, Mackenzie, to Schilling, Hannah, and Schilling, 
Melinda L.

$471,500, 23 N Main St #23A, Joseph Const Services Inc, 
to Gilmore, Jessica, and Jean, Geralda.

$230,000, N Sullivan Rd, Sisco, Orrin J, and Sisco, Eliza-
beth A, to Pmz Development LLC.

Holland
$585,000, 26 Stony Hill Rd, Miguel Villa Lt, and Villa, Mi-

guel, to Falls, Ralph.
$479,000, 15 Old County Rd, Bardsley, Luke, to Courtney, 

Kevin.

Southbridge
$570,000, 22 Worcester St, Adu, Winifred, to Henry Street 

Holdings LLC.
$335,000, 286 Marcy St, Gagnon, David R, and Goguen, 

Mark P, to Sposato, Tiffany, and Martin, Ashlee.

Sturbridge
$710,000, 5 Goodrich Rd, Mooradian, Michael A, and 

Mooradian, Lisa M, to Oldenburg 2nd, Randy.
$630,000, 1 Commonwealth Ave, Stanley, Ryan A, to Pack-

ard, John, and Chenevert, Ruby S.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
508- 248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Cornerstone Bank named one of most charitable 
companies in Massachusetts by Boston Business Journal



BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The 
Charlton Public Library 
has launched a new 
grant funded service that 
offers one-on-one help 
with a teacher who can 
assist in navigating the 
increasingly complicat-
ed world of  technology.

These services, pro-
vided through a Digital 
Equity Grant, will allow 
the library to offer both 
individual and group 
sessions for at least the 
next year covering ev-
erything from simple de-
vice setups to more com-

plicated and expansive 
topics like internet and 
email basics. Library of-
ficials tout the program 
as a way to help both 
the younger and older 
generations understand 
how to use technology in 
a time where the digital 
landscape is everchang-
ing.

Library Director Bet-
sy Perry said the classes 
have only just begun and 
they’re already filling 
nearly every time slot 
week after week.

“People are really re-
sponding to it. We have 
drop-in help too for 

smaller things and peo-
ple have been coming 
for that – We’re going to 
be doing a lot of  classes. 
The Digital Equity Grant 
funds literacy, training, 
and all kinds of  stuff. 
We’re working with the 
senior center and The 
Overlook, as that’s a 
target population, but 
this also applies to kids 
so we’re still looking 
at what kind of  classes 
we’re going to offer,” Per-
ry said.

Assistant Library Di-
rector Shannon Duffy 
clarified that the pro-
gram isn’t just for the 

older demographic, even 
though that’s the group 
that stereotypically has 
more problems under-
standing changes in 
technology. In fact, they 
have worked with nu-
merous young students 
in the area as well who 
also need to understand 
how older technology 
works beyond the screen 
of  their smartphones.

“Younger people 
might be more likely to 
touch buttons and see 
what happens than the 
older generation. Those 
on the older side are 
looking for confirmation 

that they’re doing things 
properly, but then the 
younger generation, be-
cause of  where we are in 
tech evolution, some of 
them may not know how 
to use some of  the older 
devices. Everything for 
them is on the Cloud, so 
then they’re required 
to use things like a USB 
that might be a foreign 
concept for them,” Duffy 
explained. “Sometimes 
it’s really simple things, 
but if  you’ve never en-
countered it then it can 
be difficult and they’re 
all just looking for some-
one to quickly answer 
that question.”

The one-on-one help is 
limited as teachers can-
not assist with setting 
up new devices, fixing 
broken devices, entering 
sensitive information 
into any aps or docu-

ments, proofreading, or 
providing any medical, 
legal, or business ad-
vice. The teachers are 
also limited in the ex-
tent to which they can 
assist with certain de-
vices, such as being able 
to show someone how 
to connect to a router 
but being unable to visit 
someone’s home to con-
nect it for them.

The library will host 
the technology help pro-
gram for at least the next 
year and plans to build 
on it as they are current-
ly exploring other po-
tential offerings within 
the scope of  the grant. 
Appointments for one-
on-one sessions can be 
made online or in the li-
brary’s main lobby while 
larger classes are sched-
uled accordingly on the 
library’s calendar.

CHARLTON — In 
an effort to combat 
trafficking, Charlton 
Baptist Church is host-
ing guest speaker Au-
dra Doody, co-executive 
director of  Safe Exit 
Initiative of  Worcester, 
on Sunday, Oct. 5 at 3 
p.m. at the church on 50 
Hammond Hill Rd. 

The event is open to 
the public at no charge.

SEI offers compre-
hensive training and 
educational programs 
to help communities 
understand the real-

ities, intersections, 
and impacts of  the sex 
trade as well as offer-
ing hope to those who 
choose to leave that life 
behind. 

“Exiting the life 
takes multiple tries 
as there are multiple 
barriers,” says Doody, 
adding there are many 
layers to an individu-
al’s choice to entering 
the life. 

Each survivor has a 
story about how it hap-
pened and what went 
wrong.

The community out-
reach event will also 
feature displays of  ed-
ucational resources as 
well as experts from 
SEI and representa-
tives from other local 
agencies to discover 
practical ways to make 
a difference in the com-
munity. 

At the heart of  its 
educational message is 
the reality that sex traf-
ficking can and does 
happen in small towns 
like Charlton. 

“It happens in Charl-

ton. It happens every-
where,” says Doody. 

She says the pres-
ent culture has nor-
malized trafficking 
through images seen 
in the media, adding,  
“If  we think sex buy-
ing is ok, we need to 
create better resourc-
es.”

SEI offers training 
for law enforcement, 
healthcare profession-
als, and community 
service providers, to 
equip participants 
with the knowledge 

and skills needed 
to support those 
affected with drop-
in treatment coun-
seling, legal advice 
and many other 
services. 
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BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

$38
As Low As

$75
As Low As

$16
As Low As

TAKE 
AN EXTRA 

20% off
 All The Bargain Bay Products 

While Supplies Last
 When you bring this ad

See the Tab Bargain Bay 
at our website for a 

large selection!! 

$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends is October 1st. 

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

CHARLTON — Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, Charlton 
City United Methodist 
Church will be preparing 
their delicious Chicken 
Barbecue with potato 
salad/pasta salad, tossed 
salad and sweet buttery 
corn. Dessert is peach 
cobbler with whipped 
cream topping. Come 
and enjoy delicious food 

and fellowship with 
friends and neighbors! 

Supper is served 
from 5-6:30 p.m., and 
as always, there will 
be continuous serving 
and take-out available. 
Adults $15, children six 
to 12 $7, children five 
and under free. Family 
maximum: $50. Tickets 

may be purchased at the 
door although reserva-
tions are appreciated. 
Call the church office at 
(508) 248-7379 for infor-
mation and reservations. 
The building is handicap 
accessible with plenty of 
parking. Invite the whole 
family and friends for 
a nice Saturday out in a 
family-friendly place. 

Charlton Library hosting tech help programs 

BBQ chicken supper
 at CCUMC

Charlton Baptist Church hosting 
human trafficking awareness event
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
 Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.  
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c. 
255, Section 39A. that on or after 
October 3,2025 at Cruise Control 
Transportation Inc. the following motor 
vehicle/s will be sold at private sale to 
satisfy our garage keeper’s lien thereon 
for storage, towing charges, care and 
expenses of notices and sale of said 
vehicle:

VEHICLE : 2017 HONDA  RIDGELINE
VIN:5FPYK3F64HB005569
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER 
:

Michael Francis Jandreau 
691 GUELPHWOOD RD
SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550

VEHICLE :2009 SUBARU FORESTER 
VIN:JF2SH63679H709917
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER:

JEREMIAH LEE JAMES 
51 LAWERENCE ST
VERNON CT 06066

VEHICLE :2018 Volkswagen Atlas 
VIN:1V2KR2CA5JC574610
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER 
:

ITZAYANA RACHELL
3 DOUGLAS AVE UNIT 3 F 
NIANTIC CT,06357

VALDERRAMA RIVERA
3 DOUGLEAS AVE UNIT 3 F 
NIANTIC CT,06357

VEHICLE : 1995 CHEVEROLET 
TAHOE
VIN: 1GNEK13K6SJ423057
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
RUSSELL L BOND 
93 PINE ST 
SOUTHBRIDGE MA, 01550

VEHICLE: 2008 HONDA ACCORD 
VIN: 1HGCP25328A060179
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
 VICTOR OCASIO-ALGARIN
37 LINDEN ST
NEW LONDON CT,06320

VEHICLE : 2018 INFINITI Q50
VIN:JN1EV7AR9JM440390
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER:
KELVIN MANU 
17 NUTMEG DR
WORCESTER MA,01603

VEHICLE: 2011 HYUNDAI SONATA 
VIN:5NPEB4AC3BH091285
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER 
:
MIRANDA CONSULTING LLC
BRIDGEPORT CT,06610

VEHICLE: 2008 TOYOTA YARIS
VIN:JTDJ923X85187043
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER 
:
EAMON THRALL 
300 MIAN ST,APT 3
CHICOPEE MA,01020

VEHICLE :2012 JEEP COMPASS
VIN:1C4NJDEB1CD633589
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER:
HARRY MARTINEZ RUIZ
49 PLEASANT VALLY DR,APT 609
WORCESTER MA ,01605

VEHICLE: 2014 NISSAN SENTRA 
VIN:3N1AB7APXEY204775
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER:
THOMAS MAHER
11675 GREAT OAKS WAY 
ALPHARETTA GA,30022

VEHICLE: 2006 HONDA ACCORD 
VIN: 1HGCM56776A174820
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER 
:
JOSTEN ENRIQUE ROMAN-
ROSARIO
205 WINTHROP ST,APT A1 
TAUNTON MA, 02780

VEHICLE :2007 TOYOTA COROLLA 
VIN: 2T1BR32EX7C769565
LAST KNOWN REGITERED OWNER: 
ABIEZER RIVERA 
14 LAGRANGE ST 
WORCESTER MA,01610

VEHICLE:2008 MATRIX 
VIN:2T1KR30E58C86646
LAST   KNOWN REGISTERED 
OWNER:
NICOLE JOHNSON
61 CONESTOGA TRAIL
BROOKFIELD MA , 01506

VEHICLE: 2011 FORD ESCAPE 
VIN: 1FMCU9D77BKB50431
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWNER:
KATHLEEN A JOHNSON
1 HITCHCOCK RD,APT 1
WORCESTER MA,01603
September 19,2025
September 26,2025
October 3,2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P2611GD    

CITATION  GIVING NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF  

CONSERVATOR OR 
OTHER PROTECTIVE ORDER 

PURSUANT TO 
G. L.c. 1908, § 5-304 & § 5-405 

In the matter of: 
Genara Rivera Collazo   

Of: Southbridge  
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by
Roslyn Vega of  Southbridge, MA 
in the above captioned matter alleging 
that  Genara Rivera Collazo   is in 
need of a Conservator or other protec-
tive order and requesting that
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve on the 
bond.
The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a Guardian 
is necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court. 
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 09/23/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your at-
torney must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days after the 
return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 12, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
September 18, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

Docket No. WO25P2639GD    
CITATION  GIVING NOTICE OF 

PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF  
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED 

PERSON PURSUANT TO  
G. L.c. 1908, § 5-304 & § 5-405 

In the matter of: 
Genara Rivera Collazo   

Of: Southbridge  
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
To the named Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a petition has been 
filed by
Roslyn Vega of  Southbridge, MA 
in the above captioned matter alleging 
that  Genara Rivera Collazo   is in 
need of a Guardian and requesting that
Roslyn Vega of  Southbridge, MA 
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is incapacitated, 
that the appointment of a Guardian 
is necessary, and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court. 
You have the right to object to this 
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 09/23/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you or your at-
torney must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days after the 
return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take away 
the above-named person’s right to 
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, one 
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.

Date: August 12, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
September 18, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0467CA

CITATION ON PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

In the matter of:
Joreen Kaggwa A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult  has been filed by 
Joreen Kaggwa Nankya of Sturbridge 
MA requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:
Joreen Nankya  Matovu

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 09/30/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 04, 2025 
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
September 18, 2025

In accordance with MGL Ch. 40A, 
and the Town of Brimfield Zoning 
Bylaw section 7, the Planning Board 
will be holding a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. 
at Hitchcock Academy located at 2 
Brookfield Rd. Brimfield, MA 01010.
The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider a Site Plan Review application 
for Best Investment Properties, LLC 
to construct a 7-Building Self Storage 
facility with 25,200 sqft on 6.549 acres. 
The property is located at 289 Palmer 
Rd. Brimfield, MA 01010 owned by 
Mark Sagendorph, David Peters of 
Brimfield, MA and Charles Wilson of 
Brookfield, MA
David Killian
Planning Board Chair
September 18, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on September 24, at 
7PM on the application of 13 Gables 
Inc.
The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent 
for the construction of a single-family 
home, driveway, septic system, and 
associated grading within 100-ft of 
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland and 
Riverfront Area. The project location 
is: Lot 8 Northside Road, Charlton, MA 
01507. Parcel ID: 25-A-2.13.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
September 18, 2025

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

25 SM 002689
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Ronald J. Benvenuti, Jr.
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act: 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Guild Mortgage Company LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 173 Pleasant 
Street, given by Ronald J Benvenuti Jr 
and Ronald J Benvenuti to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild 
Mortgage Company LLC, dated October 
7, 2022, and recorded at Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 68328, Page 320, and 
now held by the plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before October 20, 
2025 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 

grounds of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on September 8, 
2025.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
September 18, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 22 -26 Winter Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Dennis R Bottcher 
and Anne Marie Bottcher to Great 
Western Mortgage Corporation, and 
now held by U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as owner trust-
ee for RCF 2 Acquisition Trust, said 
mortgage dated November 30, 1990 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 13128, Page 260, as affected by 
an Assumption Agreement entered into 
by Paul Robert Dionne dated November 
30, 1999 and recorded in said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 22127, Page 214, as 
affected by a Loan Modification dated 
March 1, 2022 and recorded in said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 67134, Page 
233; said mortgage was assigned from 
Great Western Mortgage Corporation 
to Great Western Bank, a Federal 
Savings Bank by assignment dated 
November 30, 1990 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 13128, 
Page 268; said mortgage was assigned 
from The Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, acting in its Receivership 
capacity as Receiver for Washington 
Mutual Bank F/K/A Washington Mutual 
Bank, F.A. f/k/a American Savings 
Bank, FA s/b/m to Great Western Bank, 
a Federal Savings Bank to JP Morgan 
Chase Bank, National Association by 
assignment dated July 23, 2019 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 60763, Page 126; said mort-
gage was assigned from JPMorgan 
Chase Bank, National Association to 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as owner trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition 
Trust by assignment dated October 24, 
2022 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 69770, Page 334; 
for breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on October 16, 2025 at 02:00 
PM Local Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings there-
on situated in said Southbridge, 
with the buildings thereon, bound-
ed and described as follows, viz:  
BEGINNING at an iron pin in the ground 
at a point on the easterly line of Winter 
Street, located about one hundred nine-
ty (190) feet northerly from the inter-
section of the northerly line of South 
Street with said line of Winter Street 
(measuring by said Winter Street line);  
THENCE easterly on land now or 
formerly of Ruth L. Moulton about 
one hundred twenty-three (123) 
feet to an iron pin in the ground;  
THENCE northerly on land now or for-
merly of Andrew Wolenski, et ux and 
land now or formerly of Frank L. Gates, 
et ux, about sixty-six (66) feet to land 
now or formerly of Ernest A. Desrosier;  
THENCE westerly by land now or former-
ly of said Desrosier about one hundred 
twenty-three and five tenths (123.5) feet, 
to a point on said Winter Street line; and  
THENCE southerly by said 
Street line about seventy (70) 
feet to the point of beginning.  
Together with any interest of Grantors 
in said Street to the middle thereof.  
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated November 30, 1999 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
22127, Page 214.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual capac-
ity but solely as owner trustee for RCF 
2 Acquisition Trust
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
September 18, 2025
September 25, 2025
October 2, 2025

LEGALS



BY KEVIN FLANDERS 
STAFF WRITER

REGION — The 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration recently an-
nounced expanded com-
munity-based behavioral 
health services for chil-
dren. 

Last week, state lead-
ers announced that 
36 agencies across the 
Commonwealth have 
been selected to provide 
home-based and commu-
nity-based services for 
children who are Mass-
Health members and are 
experiencing behavior-
al, emotional, or mental 
health struggles. 

“This expansion will 
strengthen the behav-
ioral health system of 
support for hundreds 
of  thousands of  chil-
dren and their families 
here in Massachusetts,” 
said Gov. Maura Healey. 
“Through this import-
ant work, we are making 
sure that our young peo-
ple get the care that they 
need.” 

Since the pandemic, 
officials across the state 
have seen increases in 
youth behavioral health 
and mental health in-
cidents. Experts attri-
bute the rises to several 
factors, including the 
extended time students 
spent away from school 
and extracurricular ac-
tivities during COVID 
lockdowns. Stress at 
home caused by lost jobs, 
high prices, and other 
challenges have also 
played a role, officials 
said.

The state’s expanded 
network will offer more 
options for families, en-
suring geographic cov-
erage across the entire 
state.

“These agencies will 
help us provide coordi-
nated, innovative ser-
vices that are essential 
to the behavioral and 
mental health of  chil-
dren here in Massachu-
setts,” said Lt. Gov. Kim 
Driscoll. “We are thrilled 

to work with our part-
ners to increase access to 
these services.”

MassHealth provides 
healthcare coverage for 
nearly half  of  all Mas-
sachusetts children. As 
part of  the Children’s 
Behavioral Health Initia-
tive, the selected agencies 
will provide intensive 
care coordination, fami-
ly engagement services, 
and new intensive team-
based treatment services 
for children with particu-
larly complex needs.  

“Meeting the behav-
ioral health needs of  our 
young people – and sup-
porting their families 
– is foundational to our 
commitment to a healthy 
society and is crucial to 
our work,” said Massa-
chusetts Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary 
Kiame Mahaniah. “This 
expanded network of-
fers families of  children 
enrolled in MassHealth 
the assurance that their 
child will get the care 
they need to thrive.”   

According to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, near-
ly 20 percent of  children 
ages 3-17 are diagnosed 
with a mental, emotion-
al, or behavioral health 
condition. 

“MassHealth is ded-
icated to offering in-
tegrated behavioral 
health services and a 
comprehensive, com-
munity-based system of 
care for our members,” 
said Undersecretary 
for MassHealth Mike 
Levine. “This expand-
ed network will help us 
strengthen those efforts 
to reach more kids who 
need help.” 

Community service 
agencies were selected 

through a rigorous re-
view process led by the 
Massachusetts Behav-
ioral Health Partnership 
(MBHP), with review 
teams comprised of  com-
munity members and 
representatives from 
state agencies and care 
entities. The MBHP will 
now conduct a detailed 
readiness process with 

the selected agencies pri-
or to contracting. 

“We are excited to an-
nounce the selection of 
new community service 
agencies – key partners 
in providing every child 
and family with access 
to coordinated care,” 
said Sharon Hanson, the 
CEO of  the MBHP. “With 
innovations like fami-

ly-based intensive treat-
ment, we aim to trans-
form behavioral health 
services and create last-
ing positive change in 
our communities.”  

To learn more about 
the process by which 
agencies are selected, vis-
it www.mass.gov.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

SEPTEMBER 27TH 3-7

FALL CHICKEN BBQ 
LIVE MUSIC BY SECRET SAGE

ADVANCED TICKET PURCHASE $24.95

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $22.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 9/30/25

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 
Specials

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting
Hexmark Tavern  is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

Time 
to Make 

Thanksgiving 
Reservations

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Thursday price 9/11/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Call or Text (508)764-7415
www.Cormiers.com

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We buy gold!

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947.

42 Central St. Southbridge

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Healey administration expands 
behavioral health services for children

Local students named to  
Holy Cross Dean’s List

WORCESTER — College of  the Holy Cross congrat-
ulates the students named to the Spring 2025 Dean’s 
List for outstanding academic achievement during the 
spring semester of  the 2024-25 academic year.

To qualify, students must pass four or more let-
ter-graded courses with no failing grades during the 
semester and earn a GPA of  3.5 or higher.

The following local students made the list:
Matthew Jolie, of  Sturbridge, Class of  2025
Alexandra Matheson, of  Sturbridge, Class of  2028
About Holy Cross
The College of  the Holy Cross, in Worcester, is 

among the nation’s leading liberal arts institutions. A 
highly selective, four-year, exclusively undergraduate 
college of  3,100 students, Holy Cross is renowned for 
offering a rigorous, personalized education in the Jesu-
it, Catholic tradition. Since its founding in 1843, Holy 
Cross has made a positive impact in society by graduat-
ing students who distinguish themselves as thoughtful 
leaders in business, professional and civic life.
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You’ve probably heard about “ge-
nius” investors or those who got in on 
the “ground floor” of  a company that 
grew to be a huge success. These sto-
ries may be interesting, but they are 
also rare — and sometimes not even 
true. 

The truth is that successful invest-
ing isn’t glamorous, and it isn’t neces-
sarily quick. Instead, a well-founded 
investing strategy is a durable one — 
one that can withstand the test of  time. 

Here are some actions that can help 
you build durability. 

Take your time: Most individual in-
vestors make their money over time, 
not overnight. Despite stories about 
fortunes made on one or two trades, 
you›re more likely to be successful 
making money over time. You›ll want 
to own a well-diversified portfolio of 
quality investments — and plan to own 
those investments for the long term. 

A long-term perspective can help 
you ignore the constant noise in the 
markets and stay invested. When you 
hear about the latest “hot” investment 
tip, especially if  it’s already performed 
well, the best advice is this: Ignore it. 
Although it may be tempting to buy a 
popular investment, it may not fit with 
the rest of  your portfolio, it may have 
already peaked and it may be riskier 
than you expect. If  it sounds too good 
to be true, it probably is. 

Invest in quality: When building 
your investment portfolio, quality 
should be a top priority. For stocks, 
quality is frequently measured by the 
steadiness of  earnings and dividend 
growth over time. For bonds, one mea-
sure of  quality is an investment-grade 
credit rating, which indicates that the 
borrower has a good track record of 
making its promised interest and prin-
cipal payments and the bond has a rel-
atively low risk of  default. 

Quality investments are more like-
ly to overcome temporary challenges, 
which is why a good track record can 
be an indication of  quality. Don’t reach 
for yield by looking for investments of-
fering the highest dividend or interest 
rate without considering the risk. Re-
member, there is no perfect investment 
— a higher rate generally means high-
er risk. 

Stick to your strategy: Building a 
long-term strategy can anchor your 
decisions and provide a roadmap for 
your investment choices. Your strategy 
should consider your goals, tolerance 
for risk and the time needed to save to-
ward each goal. 

Within that strategy, you can be flex-
ible. Buy and hold, for example, doesn’t 
mean buy and forget. Over time, your 
goals may change, or you may choose 
to hold more conservative investments. 
But it’s important to make changes for 
the right reasons, not simply because 
stocks or your other investments may 
have dropped in price. 

Perhaps one of  the biggest mistakes 
you can make is trying to time the mar-
kets, moving in and out in response to 
short-term declines or the latest pre-
diction. This often results in getting 
into and out of  the market at the wrong 
times, costing time and money — and 
resulting in lower returns over time.

Remember that investments don’t 
all move up or down at the same time 
but portfolio diversification can help 
smooth the ups and downs of  the mar-
ket. A long-term perspective can help 
you see past short-term fluctuations in 
some investments. 

Successful investing isn’t about 
making dramatic moves or chasing the 
latest trends. It’s about developing a 
durable strategy personalized for your 
life, then sticking with it through mar-
ket ups and downs. In investing, as in 
life, slow and steady could help win the 
race.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-
1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.

When investing, one 
of the best abilities is

 durabilitySmall 
towns, big 
choices in 

energy 
planning

Across our local communities, res-
idents are beginning to face difficult 
questions about where and how renew-
able energy projects fit into the local 
landscape. Recent discussions about 
large solar and battery storage propos-
als have highlighted both the opportu-
nities and the challenges. Clean energy 
is important for Massachusetts’ future, 
but so are the health of  our forests, 
the safety of  our water supply, and the 
character of  our towns.

State law now places more respon-
sibility on municipalities, especially 
local Boards of  Health, to review proj-
ects and weigh possible risks. That 
shift means our towns cannot afford 
to sit on the sidelines. Careful bylaw 
updates, transparent hearings, and 
public participation are all essential if 
communities want to keep control over 
decisions that directly affect them.

There is no single answer that will 
satisfy everyone. Some residents see 
solar development as a financial life-
line, helping farmers keep their land 
or towns expand their tax base. Oth-
ers worry about clearcutting forests 
or adding industrial facilities near 
homes. Both perspectives come from 
a place of  wanting what is best for the 
community.

The strength of  small-town govern-
ment lies in its closeness to the people 
it serves. When residents attend hear-
ings, ask questions, and hold boards 
accountable, decisions become more 
informed and more reflective of  com-
munity values. That does not mean 
every project will be approved—or 
blocked—but it does mean the process 
will better respect the long-term needs 
of  neighbors, children, and future gen-
erations.

Energy independence and environ-
mental protection are not mutually 
exclusive goals. With careful planning, 
local officials can find a balance that 
allows for responsible renewable proj-
ects while preserving the natural re-
sources and rural character that make 
these towns such a valued place to live.

The conversation will not be easy, 
but it is one that must be had. The deci-
sions made now will shape the region 
for decades. Let’s ensure they are made 
with open eyes, open ears, and a com-
mitment to the communities we call 
home.

Have respect for our senior citizens
To the Editor:

Hope and excitement turned to dis-
appointment as several senior citizens 
gathered recently at the Charlton town 
meeting regarding a possible location 
for a new senior center. Another ap-
proved feasibility study is needed to 
move forward with the project. Unfor-
tunately, the town committee denied 
their senior citizens the progress of 
moving forward with the project.

Other town priorities were ex-
pressed and more important. Senior 
citizens felt disrespected and devalued. 
Many seniors expressed to the commit-
tee how they happily attend the cur-
rent senior center programming and 
lunches. Another spoke about how the 
center is an investment and an asset 
to the community. Issues at the center 

include accessibility, location, parking, 
minimal building space, and an in-
creasing elderly population.

Senior centers provide participants 
a place to gather and socialize to keep 
them active, engaged, and healthy. Ini-
tiating a Friends Group will help in 
collecting donations and make the se-
nior center more self-sufficient, allevi-
ating the need for town funds.

Never underestimate your senior 
citizens. They are very generous and 
supportive of  others. Senior citizens 
not only take care of  themselves, their 
families, and others, but they help to 
take care of  the community too.

Sincerely, 
Debbie Renholm

Charlton

To the Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Summer is winding 
down and as we’re trad-
ing in long summer 
nights for brisk autumn 
mornings, the focus shifts 
to the simple pleasures of  
the season. Read on for 
a potpourri of  tips and 
tricks to make life a lit-
tle easier during autumn 
and beyond.

**
 

Just because the bugs are 
waning doesn’t mean you 
have to ditch your stash 
of  citronella.   Before you 
toss or pack away this 
season’s supply of  citro-
nella oil, consider keep-
ing it in the medicine cab-
inet.    Citronella soothes 
aches and pains because 
it produces a subtle sen-
sation of  warmth when 
diluted in a massage oil 
and applied to the skin.  

Why not repurpose 
your skin grade citro-
nella oil? You can dilute 
citronella in unscented 
lotion or cream (up to 15 
drops per ounce for nor-
mal skin; or up to six 
drops per ounce for sen-
sitive skin, according to 
National Association for 
Holistic Aromatherapy)

**
 
Or try this tip for reliev-

ing arthritis pain:    Try 
adding three drops of  
skin grade citronella 
essential oil per teaspoon 
of  massage oil. Using 
this natural mixture in a 
friction massage can help 
bring relief  to painful 
joints. 

Note:  Always dilute cit-
ronella before applying to 
skin. Clear its usage with 
your physician.

**
 

Has your indoor plants 
taken a back seat to the 
garden? Now’s the time to 
give them some TLC.   To 
make your lackluster 
indoor plants glow try 
this trick:    When water-
ing your plants, simply 
mix tablespoon of  caster 
oil to the water to rejuve-
nate them.

Also, did you know 
dusty leaves can be 
stunting your plant’s 

growth?   Simply dusting 
the leaves exposes them 
to more beneficial light! 

**
 
Want to pick a perfect 

apple this season?   Make 
sure it’s firm and bruise 
free with a smooth skin. 
If  you’re buying apples, 
keep in mind a green stem 
means it’s been freshly 
picked and not stored.

**
 
Every fall, I repeat this 

mind boggling fact, and 
here it is again:    Apples 
stored at room tempera-
ture becomes soft ten 
times faster than if  its 
refrigerated!    So while 
it’s tempting to pile red 
apples in a bowl to dis-
play, keep in mind the 
fruit will only last about 
a week out of  the refrig-
erator.

**
 

Herbs are still produc-
ing in the garden – when 
cooking with them, try 
these tips:    When chop-
ping fresh herbs such 
as basil and tarragon, 
sprinkle the leaves with 
a few drops of  olive oil. 
This effectively slows the 
darkening of  the chopped 
leaves.  

If  your dried herbs 
aren’t passing muster, 
simply chop up parsley 
with them to freshen up 
the flavor.

**
 

Cleaning out your spice 
cabinet prior to the hol-
idays?    Here is a recipe 
for a proven fish bait 
enhancer that recycles 
old spices:

Mix together four ounc-
es ground fennel seed and 
one ounce ground allspice 
in a covered jar. Sprinkle 
in two drops oil of  cloves 

and let it marinate for a 
day or two.   To use, just 
put a drop on fish bait.

**
 
Stop overwatering 

your lawn this sea-
son.    Proper watering 
can be the key to a fan-
tastic fall lawn. Lawn 
experts claim a healthy 

lawn with a good root 
system doesn›t require 
watering more than one 
to three times per week. 
The bottom line? Your 
lawn needs about an inch 
of  water once every seven 
to ten days to grow strong 
roots.

 
**
Win a Three Course 

Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
(or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?    Do you 
have a question regard-
ing household or garden 
matters?    If  so, why not 
share them with read-
ers of  Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?    Send ques-
tions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

A Medley of Seasonal Tips

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



This fall plant an array 
of  spring flowering bulbs 
to brighten your garden 

and bouquets. There are 
plenty of  daffodils, tulips, 
hyacinths and alliums 

that will delight with 
an assortment of  flower 
colors and sizes that will 

bloom throughout 
the spring.

 
Include animal 

resistant double, 
bicolor, and split 
cup daffodils that 
provide unique 
beauty and impact 
in floral arrange-
ments. Create a 
simple bouquet 
with just a few 
stems of  daffo-
dils or an elegant 
arrangement of  
single and double 
flowered varieties. 

 
Harvest daffo-

dils when the buds 
show color and 
are perpendicular 
to the stem like 

a goose’s neck. Don’t 
worry about the sap daf-
fodils exude, shortening 
the life of  the other cut 
flowers in the arrange-
ment. Properly condi-
tioning the daffodils 
will eliminate the risk 
to your other spring 
favorites 

 
Consider wearing 

gloves as some people 
report itching or rash-
es when handling these 
plants. Use your hands 
to harvest daffodils for 
the longest stems pos-
sible and to reduce sap 
released from the stem. 
Reach into the base of  
the flower stem, thumb 
pointed down and pull up. 
Cut the stems of  fresh-
ly picked daffodils to the 
desired length for condi-
tioning. Place them in a 
clean container of  cool 
water and floral preser-
vative. Leave them in 
the water for three to six 
hours when the sap stops 
flowing. Do not recut the 
stems before adding them 
to mixed flower arrange-
ments. 

 
Tulips  have long been 

a favorite of  gardeners 
and floral arrangers. 
Grow some taller variet-
ies like Finola, Foxtrot, 
Silver Parrot Tulips and 
Negrita Double (long-
field-gardens.com).

 
Gardeners growing 

tulips strictly for cutting 
will plant the bulbs in 
trenches and treat them 
as annuals. The first-year 
bloom is always the big-
gest, but you can enjoy 

them cut and try for a 
second and third year 
of  flowers. Just cut the 
stems short and leave at 
least two to three leaves 
on the plant to create 
and store energy for next 
year’s bloom.

 
Harvest tulips when 

the buds are just start-
ing to show color for the 
longest vase life. Wait for 
double and parrot type 
tulip buds to be fully col-
ored but not yet open. 
Remove the whole plant, 
bulb and all, if  you do not 
plan on saving the plants 
for the following year. 
Store the tulips upright 
with the bulbs attached. 
Cut and rehydrate the 
stems in water just before 
arranging.

 
Wrap the stems in 

brown paper if  they are 
cut in the garden or when 
you rehydrate the stems 
and set them in several 
inches of  cool water for 
12 to 18 hours. Keep in 
mind tulips continue to 
grow after cut so plan for 
this when creating your 
arrangements. 

Harvest hyacinths for 
cutting as you did tulips. 
Pull the whole plant, bulb 
and all, out of  the ground 
if  you are growing them 

as annuals for cutting. 
Otherwise,  cut only 
the stem and leave all 
the leaves behind if  
you want the bulbs to 
bloom again next year. 

Include a variety 
of  alliums in your 
planting plans this 
fall. Alliums’ long 
and sturdy stems 
make them easy to 

harvest and arrange. 
Purple Sensation, Mount 
Everest, drumstick alli-
um and  Allium atropur-
pureum  make excellent 
additions for floral bou-
quets. 

 
Cutting and arranging 

flowers is a wonderful 
way to bring the beauty of  
your garden indoors. The 
more you do it, the easier 
it gets, and you’ll soon 
be sharing your flowers 
with friends, neighbors, 
family, coworkers, and 
everyone who stops by to 
admire your gardens.

Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
instant video series  and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment    radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and was commis-
sioned by Longfield 
Gardens for her exper-
tise to write this article. 
Her Web site is  www.
MelindaMyers.com.
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Motivation. We 
all want it, but half  
the time it feels like 
it walked right out 
of  the front door. It 
has a way of  slipping 
through your fingers. 
One minute you’re 
fired up, ready to 
conquer the world. Next, 
you’re sprawled on the 
couch, scrolling through 
your phone, telling your-
self  you’ll “start tomor-
row.” 

What is it? 
Testosterone? Purpose? 
Willpower? Is it in 
the food we eat, or is it 
some mystical force that 
appears from time to 
time? 

Here’s the truth: moti-
vation isn’t magic, and 
it isn’t a mood. It’s not 
some lightning bolt from 
the gods. Motivation is a 
pattern your brain runs, 
a rhythm you can learn 
to catch. The real ques-
tion isn’t “Where did it 
go?”—it’s “How do you 
make it show up tomor-
row, the next day, and the 

day after that?”

We’ve all start-
ed the project 
with lots of  moti-
vation, but it often 
disappears before 
the finish line. 

Scientists recently 
discovered something 
fascinating about moti-
vation. In September 
2024, researchers hooked 
participants up to brain 
monitors while they 
worked on learning 
tasks. What they found 
was striking: the instant 
someone realized they 
were making progress, 
their brain lit up like 
a switchboard. Focus 
sharpened. Distractions 
faded. Engagement sky-
rocketed. 

Think about that for 
a second, it isn’t about 
standing at the finish 
line—it’s about notic-
ing that you’re moving 
forward. Each time you 
recognize progress—
no matter how small—
your brain tosses you a 

reward—effort feels light-
er. Momentum builds.

But here’s where some 
of  us get stuck. We’re so 
focused on how far we 
have to go, we forget how 
far we’ve come. 

I’m not a mountain 
climber, but I have hiked 
some challenging trails. 
It’s easy to start at the 
trailhead with determi-
nation, but when you’re 
only halfway and pass-
ing out on a boulder 
from exhaustion, com-
placency can take over 
fast. Perhaps you didn’t 
want to reach the top. 
Still, maybe you did, and 
you just lost motivation. 
Why?  

It’s called finish line 
fixation. When you only 
measure yourself  against 
the summit, your brain 
feels incompetent. When 
you’ve been hiking for 14 
hours, night is approach-
ing, and you still have 
another 14 to go, it’s easy 
to feel inept, to think, “I 
thought I’d be at the peak 

by now!” 

It’s no good to beat 
yourself  up, especially 
when you’re giving it 
your all.

A 2018 study found that 
people do best when they 
keep two things in mind: 
big, meaningful goals and 
the small victories along 
the way.

So when you’re only 
part of  the way towards 
your goal, and frustration 
sets in, look back at the 
ground you’ve already 
covered. That perspective 
shift turns discourage-
ment into momentum.

There have been many 
studies on motivation, 
and the science is clear: 
People are far more suc-
cessful when they reg-
ularly track progress. 
Recognize how far you’ve 
come. 

The summit matters, 
but so does the trail. 
Looking back at the chal-
lenges you’ve overcome 

thus far and recognizing 
your progress produces 
the dopamine your brain 
needs to gather more 
steam. 

The brain doesn’t hand 
out dopamine for noth-
ing—it’s a survival mech-
anism. Progress signals 
that you’re learning, 
adapting, and moving 
closer to a reward, which 
is exactly what kept our 
ancestors alive. That 
same wiring still runs the 
show today: every step 
forward tells your brain, 
‘This path is working—
keep going.  

Your brain doesn’t 
reward perfection—it 
rewards progress. That’s 
why some people quit 
inches from the break-
through—not because 
they weren’t moving, 
but because their brain 
couldn’t recognize how 
far they’ve come. No 
receipts equals no moti-
vation.

Of  course, there will 
still be days when even 

focusing on your prog-
ress feels like it’s not 
helping. That’s when you 
pitch a tent, take a break, 
and start climbing again 
the next day. 

So, here’s my challenge. 
Don’t wait for a spark. 
Don’t wait for the mood 
to hit. Today, write down 
one thing you’ve already 
done that proves you’re 
moving. Then take anoth-
er step forward. Track it. 
Tomorrow, repeat it.

Do this long enough, 
and you’ll stop wonder-
ing where motivation 
went. 

Because motiva-
tion doesn’t reward the 
dreamers. It rewards the 
doers.

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of  Emmy 
- Nominated A Separate 
Peace, and the CEO of  
Cubestream Inc. 

Track your progress!

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Plant this fall for beautiful spring bouquets

Courtesy — Longfield-Gardens.com

A bouquet consisting of unique daffodil varieties found in one of Longfield Gardens’ daffodil 
bulb collections.

Southbridge  
police log

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police Department 
reported the following arrests during the week of  Sept. 8-15.

Nicholas James Harrington, age 31, of  Holland was ar-
rested on Sept. 8 for Trafficking in More Than 10 Grams of 
Fentanyl, Conspiracy to Violate Drug Law, Distribution of  a 
Class B Drug, and multiple counts of  drug possession.

Thomas J. Colon, age 42, of  Southbridge was arrested on 
Sept. 8 in connection with a warrant for drug trafficking.

A 38-year-old male from Southbridge received a summons 
in lieu of  arrest on Sept. 8 for operating an Uninsured and 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle and a Motor Vehicle Bylaw Vi-
olation.

Mason TJ Cummings, age 21, of  Brimfield was arrested 
on Sept. 8 for Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), Pos-
session of  an Open Container of  Alcohol in a Motor Vehicle, 
and operating a vehicle with No Inspection Sticker.

Andrew Plotczyk, age 44, of  Southbridge was arrested on 
Sept. 10 for Assault & Battery on a Police Officer, Resisting 
Arrest, Disorderly Conduct, and Disturbing the Peace.

Hannah Gallant, age 26, of  Southbridge was arrested on 
Sept. 10 in connection with a warrant for operating a motor 
vehicle after suspension of  registration.

A 40-year-old female from Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest on Sept. 11 for Leaving the Scene of 
Property Damage.

Jerry Diaz, age 40, of  Southbridge was arrested on Sept. 
11 in connection with multiple warrants.

A 33-year-old female from Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest on Sept. 11 for Use of  a Motor Vehicle 
Without Authority.

A 35-year-old male from Worcester received a summons in 
lieu of  arrest on Sept. 12 for multiple counts of  Shoplifting 
By Asportation.

A 53-year-old male from Attleboro was taken into protec-
tive custody on Sept. 12.

A 59-year-old male from Southbridge received a summons 
in lieu of  arrest on Sept. 13 for Violation of  a Harassment 
Prevention Order.

A 23-year-old male from Southbridge received a summons 
in lieu of  arrest on Sept. 14 for Operating Under the Influ-
ence (Liquor), Reckless Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, Fail-
ure to Stop or Yield, and driving at a rate of  speed greater 
than was reasonable and proper.

A 44-year-old female from Charlton received a summons 
in lieu of  arrest on Sept. 14 for Operating a Motor Vehicle 
after suspension of  license (subsequent offense).

A 19-year-old male from Southbridge received a summons 
in lieu of  arrest on Sept. 14 for a Number Plate Violation and 
Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of  license.

Daniel Green-Williams, age 25, of  Southbridge was arrest-
ed on Sept. 14 in connection with a warrant for Possession of 
a Class B Drug (subsequent offense).
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

Tucked into a small 
strip mall off  James 
Street, Worcester, is 
a bookstore with an 
unassuming name and 
unassuming storefront – 
Annie’s Bookshop. 

Inside, though, it’s 
fairly unique, and that’s 
what’s kept it going for 
decades. That unique-
ness is not in appearance 
– densely packed book-
shelves look the same 
pretty much everywhere 
– but what’s around and 
atop those shelves. A lot 
of  them are Doctor Who 
related, with toys, mod-
els, video series, tons of  
off-shoot books and vari-
ous related things all over 
the place. 

Annie’s also highlights 
book series for other 
scifi, horror, and fanta-
sy universes, including 
Star Wars. Pern and 
Dragonlance, and shelves 
lots of  older scifi, going 
back into the early 20th 
century “pulp” material. 
Behind the register, they 
display just some of  their 
collection of  comics, and, 
of  course, have a wide 
range of  other genres of  
fiction and non-fiction to 
select from.

Most of  the time, the 
person at that register 
is owner Patty Cryan, 
sometimes her partner 
Michael Salvo or employ-
ee Joshua Young.

“I make a joke that if  
you ever want to cure 
you’re reading addiction, 
buy a bookstore,” Cryan 
said. Of  course, when 
she said that, she’d just 
looked up from a book, 
and notes she particular-
ly likes talking to custom-
ers about books “I should 
be bringing in.” 

S h e ’ s 
o w n e d 
it since 
2007, and 
it’s been 
in this 
site since 
2009, but 
started in 
Auburn’s 
D r u r y 
Square. While Cryan 
came to bookselling by 
way of  editing and book-
stores in New York and 
Worcester, Salvo came to 
it by running a mail order 

b u s i -
ness he 
b e g a n 
in 1976. 
O v e r 
t h a t 
t i m e , 
C r y a n 
a n d 
S a l v o 
h a v e 

come to know what their 
clientele wants, and the 
publisher representa-
tives they’re in touch 
with know it too. 

That can be quirky. 

While I was there, one 
man came in seeking a 
rather specific thing – 
maps of  fantasy worlds. 
They didn’t have one at 
the moment, but led him 
right to the far corner 
where it’d be if  they did. 
(I have seen them there 
before.)

Given how tight her 
space is, Cryan notes she 
has “to pick and choose” 
what goes on her shelves, 
especially for nonfiction. 
Although the stock is 
mostly fiction (lots of  his-

torical fic and mystery 
besides scifi), the nonfic-
tion (history, politics, self-
help etc) is literally right 
in the center of  the store. 
There’s also a room for 
kids’ books.

Space plays a role in 
the fact she used to host 
many events (writing 
groups and book readings 
among them), but has 
had to scale them back 
to fit more books. Salvo 
also pointed to the city’s 
recent establishment of  a 
25 mph limit city-wide as 

suppressing traffic to the 
store and other nearby 
businesses.

Despite those things, 
Cryan doesn’t want to 
move. She’s seen that 
hurt bookstores, citing 
one that had a “cute lit-
tle funky space and was 
booming,” then moved 
into a “sterile mall across 
the street” and died.

Nor does Salvo, who 
said many of  their cus-
tomers come to Annie’s 
“as a destination” any-
way.

“We want to measure 
our customer relation-
ships in decades, not 30 
seconds on a website,” he 
said. “... We learn what 
they want.”

Young likes that view, 
saying the store “feels 
more like a community 
service” than retail to 
him. Part of  that comes 
from the fact it’s most-
ly used books. With new 
ones being “so expen-
sive,” he noted people on 
Social Security and dis-
ability can afford used 
ones, and he’s seen some 
buy a month’s worth of  
books and return them 
the next month for store 
credit to get more.

Cryan notes the inter-
net plays a fairly big role 
in how she connects to 
her customers. It also 
played a key role in 
keeping Annie’s “afloat 
during the pandemic, 
when many stores had to 
learn it from scratch.”

“I’m a bit more inter-
net-involved than many 
of  my compatriots my 
age, with a  lot of  social 
media communication,” 
she said.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

GUS
STEEVES

Reader’s
Journey

“We want to measure our
 customer relationships in decades”

Gus Steeves 

Patty Cryan and Michael Salvo handle some of the copious paperwork that goes into running Annie’s Bookshop.



Tina Parent

CHARLTON — For 
Tina Parent, RN, the 
journey to becoming a 
nurse was paved with 
more than just rigorous 
coursework and clinical 
rotations; it was a path 
forged through a life-al-
tering battle with cancer. 
Today, as a motivated 
nursing professional at 

Berkshire Medical Cen-
ter and a student pursu-
ing her Bachelor of  Sci-
ence in Nursing, Parent’s 
story is one of  profound 
resilience and unwaver-
ing determination.

Her journey took an 
unexpected turn in the 
summer of  2013. Hav-
ing already worked as 
a medical assistant and 
ED Tech, Parent was 
accepted into the Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
program, set to begin 
in August. But just one 
month before she was 
to start, her life was put 
on hold. On July 2, 2013, 
a follow-up to a routine 
mammogram confirmed 
a devastating diagno-
sis: Stage 3 breast cancer 
with metastasis involv-
ing two lymph nodes.

“Needless to say, I had 
to withdraw my 8/2013 
start,” Parent recalled. 
Instead of  classrooms 

and textbooks, her life 
became a grueling sched-
ule of  treatments. She 
underwent a lumpecto-
my, followed by five in-
tense sessions of  chemo-
therapy and 33 sessions 
of  radiation. The phys-
ical toll was immense, 
resulting in the loss of 
her hair, eyebrows, and 
eyelashes.

But Parent refused 
to be defined by her di-
agnosis. Fueled by a 
deep-seated desire to 
care for others, she reap-
plied to the PN program 
and successfully began 
her studies in August 
2014, one year after her 
original plan.

A particularly poi-
gnant moment from that 
time still brings tears to 
her eyes. After months 
of  treatment, her “mous-
ey brown” hair began to 
grow back. The day she 
came to class after hav-

ing it styled and high-
lighted for the first time, 
she was met with an 
outpouring of  support 
from her classmates. 
“The compliments to 
this day still make me 
tear up,” Parent shared. 
“That part of  my life will 
forever change me. The 
cancer diagnosis, the 
support, and most of  all, 
the completion of  my PN 
program. My good for-
tune started with being a 
student at Bay Path with 
the great instructors 
who taught me to be a 
prudent nurse.”

That completion was 
just the beginning. Since 
earning her license, 
Parent has built an im-
pressive career. She has 
served as an LPN and 
now a Progressive Care 
Unit RN at Berkshire 
Medical Center and as a 
travel nurse with Intely-
Care. Her resume reflects 
a deep skill set, including 
experience in post-acute 
care, IV therapies, and 
wound care.

Her ambition never 

waned. After earning 
her Associate in Science 
in Nursing from Berk-
shire Community Col-
lege, Parent enrolled at 
Grand Canyon Universi-
ty, where she is on track 
to receive her Bachelor 
of  Science in Nursing in 
December 2025.

“My actual journey 
s t a r t e d 
years be-
fore all 
this, in the 
ups and 
downs of 
life expe-
riences,” 
P a r e n t 
reflected. 
“But I did 
not let that 
define me. 
I want 
o t h e r s 
to know, 
a g a i n s t 
all odds 
one can 
succeed if 
one works 
h a r d 
e n o u g h . 
Bay Path 

and all the professors are 
a big part of  it.” Today, 
Tina Parent, RN, soon to 
be BSN, stands not just 
as a survivor but as a 
dedicated, compassion-
ate nurse whose person-
al battle has given her 
a unique and profound 
understanding of  the pa-
tient experience.

CHARLTON — The local healthcare 
community is celebrating one of  its 
own this week. Grace Pokuaa, a 2025 
graduate of  the Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, has successfully 
passed the National Council Licen-
sure Examination for Practical Nurses 
(NCLEX-PN) on her very first attempt. 
This significant accomplishment 
marks the official start of  her career as 
a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) and 
is a testament to her dedication and 
hard work.

For Pokuaa, this achievement is not 
the beginning of  her journey in health-
care, but rather a pivotal next step. For 
years, she has been a familiar, compas-
sionate face to many in the Worcester 
area. She has built a strong foundation 
of  hands-on experience, serving the 
community as a Certified Nursing As-
sistant (CNA) at Saint Mary’s Health 
Care and West Side House, and as a ded-
icated Home Health Aide (HHA) with 
Visiting Angels since December 2020. 
Her commitment to patient well-being 
was evident long before she earned her 
nursing license.

A foundation of  skill and compas-
sion

Throughout her training at the 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy, 
Pokuaa completed rigorous clinical 
rotations at esteemed facilities includ-
ing Quaboag Rehabilitation, Overlook 
Masonic Home, and the Vibra Hospital 
of  Western Massachusetts, the Mead-
ows. It was there she honed a wide 
array of  nursing skills, from complex 
wound and tracheostomy care to med-
ication administration and vital signs 
monitoring. Her resume reflects a pro-
fessional who is calm under pressure 
and adept at building strong, trusting 
relationships with patients and their 
families.

Described as a “compassionate and 
reliable” professional, Pokuaa has 

proven her ability to collaborate with 
multidisciplinary teams to provide 
the highest quality of  patient-centered 
care.

A heart full of  gratitude
When asked about her journey, 

Pokuaa was quick to share her appre-
ciation for those who supported her. 

“My nursing journey has been full 
of  growth, learning, compassion, and 
dedication,” she said. “I want to thank 
my mentor, Regina Njuguna, LPN, 
colleagues, family, my advisor, Profes-
sor Shannen Sherman, BSN, RN, and 
instructors for their constant sup-
port, encouragement, and guidance 
throughout this path. Lastly, I want 
to thank Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina, 
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN, for giving 
me the opportuni-
ty and for believ-
ing in me.”

Grace Pokuaa, 
LPN, is already 
putting her new 
credentials to 
work, continu-
ing her service 
to patients at 
Vibra, the Mead-
ows. With a solid 
foundation of  ex-
perience and a 
passion for care, 
her future in the 
nursing profes-
sion looks incred-
ibly bright. The 
community con-
gratulates Grace 
Pokuaa on this 
w e l l - d e s e r v e d 
success.
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At Andrew Porter Contracting, Inc., honesty, transparency and affordability 
come standard with every job. We’ll walk you through everything — from a detailed 
explanation of what’s included in your estimate, to the materials we use and why. 
With APC, you’ll get everything you need, and nothing you don’t need!

What you WON’T get: What you WILL get:
Complicated or vague estimates An easy-to-understand, comprehensive estimate 

Mystery fees and upcharges Workmanship guarantee that we will stand by

Cutting corners Above-industry standard installation practices

Gimmicky promotions Real $AVING$ that won’t cost you later on 
Slimy sales rep A reputable owner with a slightly questionable beard

  Call or text 774-452-2129, or visit APCROOFS.com. 
Financing available and major credit cards accepted. 

SCAN TO TEXT US! 

TOP-RATED LOCAL ROOFING CONTRACTOR SERVING CHARLTON AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

ROOFING IS OUR THING. 
NO ONE DOES IT BETTER.

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

PICK 
YOUR 
OWN

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
9/19 Ryan Hood

9/26 Randy McGRavey

9/27 coveR daddys

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$119999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

$799.99

GRILL
SALE!

WE REPAIR BIKES!

BEAT
THE COMING

TARIFF
PRICE
HIKES!

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$449.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

From patient to provider
Bay Path nurse triumphs over cancer to fulfill lifelong dream

Bay Path LPN passes 
nursing boards, embarks on 
new chapter in patient care

Grace Pokuaa



REGION — Opacum Land Trust 
programs are free and open to the pub-
lic unless otherwise noted Mark your 
calendars and RSVP now for these up-
coming events and help us celebrate 
25 years of  local land conservation.  
To RSVP or for information on any 
events, please visit www.OpacumLT.
ort/events/.

Tuesday, Sept. 30, 6-7:30 p.m.: Na-
ture Narratives Book Group at Joshua 
Hyde Library, Sturbridge

Join us for a book discussion group, 
hosted by Opacum Land Trust, explor-
ing literature that celebrates the natu-
ral world and examines our relation-
ship with the land. This month, we’ll 
be discussing Is a River Alive? by Rob-
ert Macfarlane. The group meets at the 
Joshua Hyde Library meeting room in 
Sturbridge. Free program, RSVP re-
quired.

Tuesday, Oct. 14, 6-7:30 p.m.: Bugs 
and Brews Talk @ Rapscallion Pub, 
Sturbridge

Grab a pint and get ready to learn 
about the challenges facing our forests! 
Opacum director and forester, Feli-
cia Hubacz, will share updates on the 
current state of  our forests, including 
forest pests and diseases and efforts to 
combat them. Doors open at 6 p.m. The 
talk begins at 6:30 p.m. This is a free 
event, but space is limited - reserve 
your spot today!

Saturday, Oct. 19, 10 a.m.: Cedar 
Swamp Walk, Monson

Join Opacum Land Trust’s Vice 
President Toni Uliana and director 
Glenn Colburn for a walk at the At-
lantic White Cedar Swamp in Monson 
to discuss the ecological restoration 
work led by the Monson Conservation 
Commission in collaboration with the 
Nipmuc tribe of  Native Americans 
and with support from Opacum Land 
Trust. The walk is approximately 1.5 
miles in length with a firm trail, and 
ends with a ¼-mile 
road walk back to 
the parking area. 
The majority of  the 

trail is an easy walk, but expect some 
sections of  uneven ground and roots. 
We will stop numerous times along 
the trail to examine the local plants 
and discuss the declining health of  the 
cedar swamp and what Monson and 
the Nipmucs intend to do to restore 
the swamp to a more healthy and vig-
orous condition. Free program, RSVP 
required.

Wednesday, Oct. 22, 6-7 p.m.: Coexist-
ing with Black Bears Talk at Rapscal-
lion Pub, Sturbridge

Join us for Bears and Beers! This 
engaging presentation, led by Meghan 
Crawford, the Community Engage-
ment Biologist at the Massachusetts 
Division of  Fisheries and Wildlife 
(MassWildlife) explores black bear bi-
ology and how communities can take 
effective steps to prevent conflict and 
coexist with bears. Free program, 
RSVP required.

Saturday, November 8th, 10 AM-
12PM: Woods Walk at Stevens Brook 
Sichol Community Forest, Holland

Join OLT Executive Director, Laney 
Wilder, and Holland Trails Associa-
tion’s Dick Haller for a walk to explore 
a portion of  the 150 acres that the 
Town of  Holland, Massachusetts has 
acquired for recreation and conserva-
tion with support from Opacum Land 
Trust. We’ll hike for about one and a 
half  hours and explore this beautiful, 
forested property along Stevens Brook. 
Due to a few steep sections and uneven 
footing, this is a moderate walk. Free 
program, RSVP required.

Opacum Land Trust is a non-profit 
conservation organization founded in 
2000, with a mission to protect the land, 
water, and wildlife of  southcentral 
Massachusetts.   We currently protect 
4,095 acres of  land with the help of  our 
members and supporters.   For more 
information go to www.opacumlt.org 
or find us on Facebook.
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OBITUARIES

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Sturbridge: Nancy 
L. (Rothrock) Gre-
senz, 83, of  Wells 
Park Rd., passed 
away on September 
11th at UMass Me-
morial-Harrington, 
after a long and hard-

fought battle with Alzheimer’s. 
She leaves behind her loving hus-

band, Jon “Tim” Gresenz, with whom 
she shared a beautiful marriage and 
devoted family; their son Robert J. 
Gresenz and his wife Paula of  Panama 
City, FL; daughter Tammy Cronin and 
her husband Jeff  of  Brimfield, MA; 
Nancy’s sister, Cheryl Ann Rothrock 
of  Hortonville, WI; grandchildren An-
drew Gresenz and his wife Amanda, 
Justin Gresenz, Allyson Chase, and 
Haileigh Chase; as well as great grand-
children Luca and Owen Gresenz.

Nancy was born in Appleton, WI, 
the daughter of  Frank W. and Mary 
Ann (Nolan) Rothrock. Nancy was 
first and foremost a caring wife, moth-
er, sister, grandmother and great 
grandmother. She enjoyed being ac-
tive and involved in her community in 
many ways, including as a Boy Scout 
Den Mother, CCD Teacher and Apple 
Bazaar Co-Chair for many years at 
St. Anne’s Parish. She loved watching 
her children and grandchildren play 
sports and participated in many of 
their activities, often embracing them 
as passions of  her own. Nancy was an 
avid NASCAR fan with her favorite 
driver being Jeff  Gordon. She loved 
the exciting sights and sounds of  cars 
on the track just as much as she loved 
the roar of  the crowd at Lambeau 

Field in Green Bay. GO PACK GO!
Nancy had a long and diverse pro-

fessional life which involved working 
as the Town of  Sturbridge Executive 
Secretary as well as a Special Educa-
tion Teacher for many years at Bur-
gess Elementary School in Sturbridge. 
Nancy and Tim were especially proud 
to have owned the Sturbridge Heritage 
Motel in the heart of  Sturbridge for 
over 20 years. During the 30 years she 
and Tim spent living on Hilton Head 
Island she also was active in managing 
that property and making it a beauti-
ful and welcoming environment. Nan-
cy was also very passionate about the 
Sturbridge Rotary Club, participating 
over 50 years alongside Tim and earn-
ing the Paul Harris Fellowship Award. 
Another one of  Nancy’s favorite plac-
es to be was at their home on Big Alum 
Lake, where she loved their time re-
laxing and entertaining on the water. 
She was also very passionate about 
conserving Big Alum Lake for future 
generations to enjoy and served on the 
Board for many years.

A Funeral Mass for Nancy will be 
held on Tuesday, September 23rd, 
at 10:00am in St. Anne Church, 16 
Church St., Fiskdale, MA 01518. Call-
ing hours will be held on Monday, Sep-
tember 22nd, from 5:00 to 7:00pm in the 
Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 130 
Hamilton St., Southbridge. Burial will 
be private.

In lieu of  flowers donations may be 
made to Sturbridge Rotary Club, P.O. 
Box 357, Sturbridge, MA 01566 or to St. 
Anne/St. Patrick Parish, 16 Church 
St, Fiskdale, MA 01518. 

Nancy L. Gresenz, 83

Sturbridge: Ralph 
A. Eastman, 98, of 
Westwood Dr., passed 
away on September 
12th at Rose Monah-
an Hospice Home, af-
ter a brief  illness. 

He leaves his 
loving daughter, Nancy E. Eastman 
of  Sturbridge; his nieces, Ellen Pu-
lawski-Chahoud and her husband 
Jean of  Woodstock, CT, Ann Proulx 
and her husband Michael of  Webster, 
and Virginia Brousseau and her hus-
band William of  Willington, CT; neph-
ew, John Pulawski of  Southbridge.

Ralph was predeceased by his lov-
ing wife Mary F. (Welch) Eastman 
in 2024 and his sister, Ruth East-
man-Bachand.

Ralph was born in Charlton, the 
son of  Chester A. and Pearl (Barnes) 
Eastman.

Ralph was a dedicated and loving 
husband, father, brother and uncle. 
He had diverse interests, but his true 
loves were his wife Mary and daugh-
ter Nancy. 

Ralph was born in Charlton, MA in 
1927. He was a graduate of  Charlton 
HS, veteran on US Navy, graduate of 

WPI School of  Indus-
trial Management 
and member of  the 
Masonic Fraternity 
of  Massachusetts 
(Master Mason for 
71 years). He began 
his career at Hyde’s 
Manufacturing after an honorable 
discharge from the Navy in 1946 and 
continued working there until his re-
tirement more than 50 years later. He 
was an avid golfer, loved photography 
and spending winters in St Augus-
tine.  He took frequent trips with his 
family and friends to the Outer Banks, 
was gregarious and had a sharp sense 
of  humor. He will be very missed.

A Funeral Service for Ralph will be 
held on Thursday, September 25th, at 
11:00am in The Daniel T. Morrill Fu-
neral Home, 130 Hamilton St., South-
bridge. Burial will follow in West 
Ridge Cemetery. A calling hour will 
be held on Thursday, September 25th 
from 10:00 to 11:00am, prior to the ser-
vice.  

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral 
Home, 130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, 
is directing arrangements.

Ralph A. Eastman, 98

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news

April of  2025.
To be clear, the South-

bridge Water depart-
ment is not experiencing 
any water storage short-
ages currently.

The declaration 
of  Level- 2 significant 
drought will remain 
in effect until the State 
Drought Task Force 
deems that the condi-
tions within Worcester 
Country have returned 
to acceptable levels. 

More information can 
be found at https://www.
mass.gov/orgs/drought-
management-task-force.

Please feel free to con-
tact the Southbridge Wa-
ter Department at 508-
764-3207 if  you have any 
questions or concerns.

DROUGHT
continued from page  A1

“There are currently 
32 different regional cen-
ters across Massachu-
setts. It’s working in all 
parts of  the state. There 
are different models and 
ways of  doing it. I think 
the chiefs did their due 
diligence in figuring out 
which center fits their 
mold and their model 
that they’re looking for,” 
Kinnas said.

The Select Board had 
some concerns, includ-
ing ensuring that the 
Charlton Police Station 
is still staffed and not 
“dark” in case people 
still need help. The con-
cept of  having the center 
location in Charlton was 
also brought to the table. 
There was a sense of  ur-
gency to get Charlton on 
board with the partner-
ship to allow their exist-
ing dispatchers a better 
chance at securing jobs 

within the regional dis-
patch, but also some ap-
prehension over the cost 
assessment to Charlton 
which would be based on 
population.

The Select Board’s 
support will be contin-
gent upon the Finance 
Committee’s approval 
with that committee 
scheduled to meet the fol-
lowing week and again 
in a joint meeting with 
the Select Board later in 
the month.

DISPATCH
continued from page  A1

Opacum Land Trust 
announces fall events 
schedule, celebrates 

25th year of 
conservation work

SNHU announces Summer 
President’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It is with great plea-
sure that Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students on being named to 
the Summer 2025 President’s List. The summer terms run 
from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of  3.700 and above for the 
reporting term are named to the President’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by earning 12 credits over each 16-
week term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/
spring, and summer.

Loriauna Graika of  Charlton 
Nasheen Gagner of  Charlton 
Russell Sanborn of  Charlton 
Serena Blasco of  Wales 
Jeff  Fannon of  Brimfield 
Kaighley Obuchowski of  Southbridge 
Marysol Cruz of  Southbridge 
Daysia Forbis of  Southbridge 
James Maschal of  Southbridge 
Kalie Hernandez of  Southbridge 
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) is a pri-

vate, nonprofit, accredited institution with a 92-year his-
tory of  educating traditional-aged students and working 
adults. Now serving more than 200,000 learners worldwide, 
SNHU offers approximately 200 undergraduate, graduate, 
and certificate programs, available online and on its 300-
acre campus in Manchester, New Hampshire. Recognized 
as one of  the “Most Innovative” regional universities by 
U.S. News & World Report and one of  the fastest-growing 
universities in the country, SNHU is committed to expand-
ing access to high quality, affordable pathways that meet 
the needs of  each learner.
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window

 Cleaning
Residential 
Commerical 
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail21
@aol.com

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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Wesley is a healthy, sweet, and 
caring boy with a bright curios-
ity about the world around him. 
Though he may seem shy and re-
served at first, he quickly opens up 
through play and interaction. Cre-
ative and imaginative, Wesley is a 
natural builder who loves working 
with Legos, crafting intricate origa-
mi art, and even inventing his own 
games. He enjoys reading and has 
a particular love for math, which 
he excels in. With his vivid imag-
ination and problem-solving skills, 
it’s no surprise that Wesley dreams 
of becoming an engineer when he 
grows up. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21180805788 
 
 

  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.           

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource 
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the 
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can 
help children and teens in foster care.         

Wesley  
Age 11 

Registration #8475 

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE
 Saturday, September 20th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley 
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE   We accept CREDIT CARDS!”
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items   ONE DAY ONLY

Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, 
pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - 
high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

ESTATE/
YARD SALE 

Saturday, 
September 20th

9am-2pm 
no early birds! 

7 HOWE RD. Spencer MA 

Many items: 
housewares, tools, yard 
equipment, something 

for everyone! 

774-200-7308

Dudley, 
Charlton 

receive state 
dam grants

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — Dudley 
and Charlton have both been awarded 
funding through the Executive Office 
of  Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Dam and Seawall Repair or Removal 
Program that will allow each commu-
nity to perform much needed work on 
dams and structures essential to water 
control and public safety.

The two towns are among 23 mu-
nicipalities awarded the state fund-
ing. Dudley is receiving $250,000 for 
the rehabilitation of  the Lower Gore 
Pond Dam, while Charlton will receive 
$89,900 to fund a feasibility study for 
the removal of  the Lower Sibley Pond 
Dam. The grants are intended to help 
communities address structural issues 
that could put local homes and roads at 
risk if  the waterways were to overflow.

Dudley Town Administrator Jon-
athan Ruda broke the news during a 
Board of  Selectmen meeting on Sept. 8, 
calling the Lower Gore Pond Dam proj-
ect long overdue after several years of 
applying.

“(Former Town Planner) Bill Scan-
lon put in the original application and 
it follows our strategy to pursue grant 
funding to mitigate all of  the many 
town dams that are on their way out 
around town, repair them, in some cas-
es we can engineer them down to have 
them removed altogether,” said Ruda.

In Charlton, Town Administrator 
Andrew Golas said the funding will be 
essential determine designs and costs 
for resolving the Lower Sibley Pond 
Dam situation.

“This dam had been identified as 
structurally deficient by the Office of 
Dam Safety (ODS) last year. The dam 
was previously identified as a private-
ly owned dam by ODS. Further title 
search of  the property found that the 
dam was located on property owned by 
the Town. Since this discovery, we have 
been working with our consulting en-
gineers and the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs on 
opportunities to address this hazard 
through the Dam and Seawall Repair 
or Removal Program,” said Golas.

In a press release announcing the 
grants, the Healey-Driscoll Adminis-
tration called the overall investment of 
$10.9 million in funding an important 
step forward in protecting neighbor-
hoods from disaster. The Dam and Sea-
wall Program provides funding for the 
design, permitting, and construction 
of  these infrastructure projects which 
the administration noted are often the 
first line of  defense for communities 
against flood risks and storm damage. 
The Dam and Seawall program has 
provided nearly $146 million in grants 
and loans since its inception in 2013. 

QCC enrollment hits historic high
 
WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College has announced that fall 2025 enrollment has reached approxi-

mately 9,000 students, marking the highest enrollment in 13 years.
The enrollment surge reflects several ongoing factors, including state programs like MassEducate and MassRecon-

nect, which provide free tuition and fees to qualifying Massachusetts residents
“This record-breaking enrollment has brought thousands of  students on our campus, filled with hopes and dreams. 

They have come prepared to embrace new beginnings, experience many firsts and pursue a brighter future for themselves 
and their families,” said QCC President Luis Pedraja, Ph.D.

QCC has continued to enhance its student support services, including tutoring, mentoring and services for parenting 
students. Expanding on previous services, QCC has opened a First-Generation Student Support Center for individuals 
who are the first in their families to attend college.  The center will offer academic coaching, information workshops and 
guidance navigating the college experience. QCC serves approximately 4,400 first-generation students.

QCC has also streamlined operations by integrating the First-Generation Student Support Center into one comprehen-
sive area, along with testing services and career and transfer services. The newly reorganized area will guide students 
from their initial engagement with QCC, all the way through to career placement or transfer to a four-year institution.

“We are working to ensure students have the resources, guidance, and encouragement they need to overcome challeng-
es and reach their full potential,” Pedraja added.

SNHU announces 
Summer Dean’s List
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 

It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students 
on being named to the Summer 2025 
Dean›s List. The summer terms run 
from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students 
who have earned a minimum grade-
point average of  3.500 to 3.699 for the re-
porting term are named to the Dean’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits over each 16-week 
term or paired 8-week terms grouped 
in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Haven Banks of  Charlton 
Daniel Bradley of  Fiskdale 
Grace Morin of  Wales 
Yashira Sagastibelza of  Southbridge 
Alonza Searer of  Southbridge 

Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity (SNHU) is a private, nonprofit, 
accredited institution with a 92-year 
history of  educating traditional-aged 
students and working adults. Now 
serving more than 200,000 learners 
worldwide, SNHU offers approximately 
200 undergraduate, graduate, and cer-
tificate programs, available online and 
on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, 
New Hampshire. Recognized as one of 
the “Most Innovative” regional univer-
sities by U.S. News & World Report and 
one of  the fastest-growing universities 
in the country, SNHU is committed to 
expanding access to high quality, af-
fordable pathways that meet the needs 
of  each learner.
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

BUYER'S
 COFFEE HOUR

SAT., SEPT. 20 •11AM-12 NOON
21 SCHOFIELD AVE., DUDLEY

Let's Talk Real Estate!!  You Have Questions- 
Financing, Inspections, Buyer Representation, Fees 

Call for a Reservation, Seating is Limited

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $875,000 2 Marble Rd $429,000

DUDLEY- 24’ GREAT ROOM
*UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

2 Victor Ave $455,000

*Sided * Solar
*2 Car Garage
*4 Heat Pumps

LEICESTER- 
RANCH

*PRIVACY and INVESTMENT
7 acres with 2nd Buildable Lot *Hardwood Floors 

*Upscale Flooring, Lighting, Heating, Kitchen & Baths
*WOW! StoneFireplace

*1.5 Baths * 1800 sq. ft. *1st Floor Familyroom

93 Haggerty Rd $634,900

CHARLTON- 4 BEDROOM

Pristine Colonial with Office or Diningroom 2.5 Baths, Fireplace, 
Open Floor Plan, Hickory Cabinet Kitchen and 2 Car garage

NOW IS A 
GREAT TIME 

TO SELL!!
Call for a Free 

Makret Analysis

Ask About the 
 Homes for Heroes 
Rewards Program

NEW LISTING- SPENCER 1.9 ACRES

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HAR-
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built 
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,050,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11-1

Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready.
Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining 
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great 
Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. 
Hardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath, 

kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. 
Morton Barn Style Garage  .39 acre

$435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

SORRY, SOLD! 

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd   
WEBSTER LAKE 
WATERFRONT! 
jUST SIMPLY 
AN INCREDIBLE 
OPPORTUNITY! 
OVER 31,000 SQ 
FT OF LAND! Sum-
mer Cottage on 
9482 SF of land.. 
assisted sale 
$1,199,900

SORRY, SOLD!

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of 
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered porch.  Updates were done to electric & roof 
to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $415,000.

CHARMING 1930s Era Farm House w/Farmer’s Porch, Offering all the Upgrades & 
Amenities of a Newer Home! Features: 1573 SF+-, 8 Rooms, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 
a Main BR Suite w/Private Bath & walk-in closet, Updated Harvey Replacement 
Windows, Roof, Vinyl Siding, Plumbing, Electric, FHA Furnace by Propane Heating, 
Central AC, Well & More! 11’x12’ Rear Deck & 12’x50’ Paver Block Patio. 1 car 
garage under. All on an Acre of Land with 158’ Frontage                 $499,000

Featured New Listing 
DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cot-
tage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean 

& Well Maintained, Modern 
Conveniences w/the Charm of 
Yester-Year! 1,240 SF, 6 Rms, 
3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood 
Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet 
Stove, Wrap-Around Screened 
Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full 
Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or 
Off-Season Water Use! 14,300 
SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of 
Shoreline.                    $595,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
8 Long Island

 

100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline! 
Boasting 6 Large 
rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. 
All on a Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style 
Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Web-
ster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/
Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at 
this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 
7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. 
Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic 
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR 
Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr, 
Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout 
w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Cen-
tral AC! Garage.                   $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

SORRY, SOLD!
ON DEPOSIT

Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 Acres! 
Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

AUBURN - 
634 OXFORD ST S

PUBLIC AUCTION

508-842-1900
www.amgauction.com

Dale W. Schaetzke, CAI, AARE PO Box 107, Shrewsbury, MA LIC#207

DOUGLAS, MA
158 Maple St

Mortgagee’s Sale of Real Estate on Premises

FRIDAY, OCT 3rd @ 10:00 AM

Substantially cleared 4.56 acre residential
lot zoned RA-Rural Agricultural.

TERMS: A $5,000 deposit shall be paid in
cash or bank cashier's check by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. For complete

terms visit.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— Pins and feathers can 
break rocks.

Of  course, they’re 
probably not the pins 
and feathers you’re pic-
turing, not the kinds 
you’d wear on a jacket 
or birds would fly with. 
But they can fit in your 
pocket.

The pins and feathers 
Rich Paradise told the 
Southbridge Historical 
Society about last week 
are fairly small met-
al wedges people have 
pounded into granite 
for centuries to split the 
rocks into flat slabs for 
building walls and oth-
er things. He noted you 
have to do that slowly, 
hammering several in 
a row along a crack un-
til the rock falls apart. 
Go too fast, and the rock 
fragments instead.

“I grew up in New 
England never really 
looking at stone walls be-
cause they were like tele-
phone poles – just back-
ground,” Paradise said. 
Then he read historian 
Robert Thorson’s Stone 
by Stone and became fas-
cinated with them.

According to Thor-
son, within 60 miles of 
the spot where Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island 

and Connecticut meet, 
“there are more stone 
walls within that cir-
cle than anywhere else 
on Earth,” Paradise re-
called. By about 1850, 
there were more than 
250,000 miles of  walls in 
New England.

Those walls come in 
“all different kinds ... 
built for different pur-
poses.” Some are intend-
ed to for long-term sta-
bility, some to be wobbly, 
some for hillsides, some 
for spite. All of  them tap 
what’s only half  jokingly 
termed New England’s 
major crop – the thou-
sands of  rocks left be-
hind by the glaciers.

Paradise said those 
exist mostly in two forms 
– flat and round, the for-
mer being here before 
the latter were dropped 
by the glaciers. He cites 
poet Robert Frost on the 
round ones as saying 
“You almost have to put a 
spell on the stones to get 
them to stay there.”

For a certain kind of 
“extremely common” 
wall, that’s a plus. Para-
dise said farmers built 
lace walls with the flat 
ones at the bottom, but 
a top row or two laid 
out to be “very rickety.” 
That instability dissuad-
ed sheep from trying to 
escape, since they “do 

not like climbing rickety 
surfaces.”

On the other hand, 
hillside walls need stabil-
ity. Built on a slope, “the 
stones actually lean up-
hill so the pull of  gravity 
tends to straighten out 
the stones.” For them, 
though, the top some-
times pulls away from 
the hill itself, causing it 
to topple.

Cowstiles need even 
more stability, to contain 
cattle and other large 
animals. They’re largely 
flat stones with a sim-
ple gate the cattle won’t 

go through because it’s 
topped with a crossing 
stone that’s “intended to 
rock.” Similar construc-
tion went into the ani-
mal pounds that every 
district had for escaped 
animals since they’d al-
ready proven to be “es-
cape artists.” 

Jim O’Brien added 
those animals often went 
unclaimed because the 
owners would’ve had to 
pay fines for any dam-
age they caused; they 
were typically later auc-
tioned. Sturbridge alone 
had 13 such pounds, one 

for each district, in the 
1830s; not all of  them 
were stone, he said.

“Those walls need to 
be restacked every 40-50 
years just to keep them 
intact,” Paradise said.

A related structure 
is the “pass,” where 
the farmer would step 
over or through the wall 
(sometimes with a rail-
ing for support), while 
the cattle won’t. 

Many walls in the 
woods are barely walls at 
all. In the early years be-
fore about 1800, farmers 
“just tossed away” the 
stones along their prop-
erty edges. But since co-
lonial law required them 
to contain their animals, 
they often erected split 
rail fences atop them. 

Sturbridge was once 
home to a unique type 
of  stone wall – the spite 
wall, which, as its name 
implies, “was built for 
no other reason than to 
spite your neighbor,” he 
said. Until it was demol-
ished around world war 
II, such a wall existed be-
hind the Publick House; 
another is still near Mt 
Wachusett. Paradise said 
the latter is about 10 feet 
tall, built by a man who 
liked gardening on Sun-
days while his neighbor 
criticized him for not go-
ing to church.

One rare feature in 
our woods are survey-
ors’ cairns; Paradise said 
he’s only ever seen two, 
one of  them on his own 
property. Those mark a 
property’s corners, and 
are typically stacked 
three or four stones high 
atop a boulder. 

He noted that Thor-
son termed most such 
boulders “leave-its,” be-
cause they’re too large 
to move without modern 
equipment, if  at all. That 
was one of  four Thor-
son categories for rocks, 
the other three being 
“one-handers,” “two-
handers,” and “assisted 
stones.” The first two are 
pretty obvious; the third 
meant stones big enough 
to need an ox or other an-
imal’s help to move.

Paradise said he often 
has people ask where the 
stones came from. “To 
farm, they scraped the 
duff  off  the forest floor.” 
That duff  – several feet of 
organic matter – tended 
to keep the lower layers 
warmer in winter. When 
gone, the cold penetrates 
farther, and the ground 
freezes from the bottom. 
Over time, freeze-thaw 
cycles push rocks up un-
til they’re on the surface.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 
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FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

www.lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Fall
Is it time to 

Fall
in love 
with your 
next home?

Courtesy

The Jacob Edwards Li-
brary is pleased to host the 
talented and well-known 
ensemble Carlos Odria 
Trio for a performance 
in celebration of  Hispan-
ic Heritage Month. The 
concert will take place on 
Thursday, Sept. 18 from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. This is 
a free event and all wel-
come! The Carlos Odria 
Trio is a high-energy fu-
sion band that performs 
original compositions 
and arrangements of 
jazz standards and Latin 
American popular music. 
The group has established 
itself  as a channel of  Lat-
in heritage with a twist 
and has charmed audienc-
es throughout the state 
and beyond. Sponsored 
by Southbridge Cultural 
Council and Massachu-
setts Cultural Council.

Historical Society rocks out

Gus Steeves 

Rich Paradise demonstrates how pins and feathers are used.

STURBRIDGE — On 
Wednesday, Oct. 1, the 
Joshua Hyde Public 
Library will host the 
performance “Meet the 
Unsung Heroine Behind 
the New Deal.” The per-
formance will honor the 
90th anniversary of  the 
signing of  the Social 
Security Act; the Act 
brought into law Social 
Security, Unemployment 
Insurance, and other 
protective programs. 
Patrons will hear from 
Frances Perkins, the ar-
chitect of  Social Securi-
ty, Unemployment Insur-
ance and a host of  other 
worker protections and 
benefits. She was FDR’s 
Secretary of  Labor, the 
first woman to serve in 
the US Cabinet. 

 Miss Perkins will re-
veal the trials, triumphs, 
and trip-ups that char-
acterize her 12 years in 
FDR’s Cabinet. Patrons 
will gain insights into 
topics that include the 
list of  demands Frances 
presented to FDR before 
accepting the appoint-
ment; the Depression; 
her largely unknown 

role in architecting the 
New Deal, including cre-
ating and implementing 
the minimum wage, and 
40-hr workweek; reasons 
World War 11 nearly 
demolished her career; 
attempt to impeach her; 
WW 11 immigration is-
sues; bedeviling family 
troubles; and relentless 
gender prejudice.

 Janet Parnes of  His-
torical Portrayals by 
Lady J, Millis will por-
tray Frances Perkins.

 The one-hour por-
trayal is free and open to 
all. The event will take 

place from 6:30-8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 1 at the 
Joshua Hyde Public Li-
brary, 306 Main St., Stur-
bridge. 

 Registration is re-
quired. Register through 
the Library’s Web site 
at https://tinyurl.com/
JoshHydeFPerk or by 
calling the library at 508-
347-2512.

 This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant 
from the Sturbridge Cul-
tural Council, a local 
agency which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Meet the unsung heroine behind the 
New Deal at Joshua Hyde Library

Courtesy

Janet Parnes as Frances Perkins.


