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Robert Surprenant Memorial sees success in year one

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY/
BROOKLYN — It’s been
a successful first year for
the Robert Surprenant
Memorial Fund found-
ed in honor of a lifelong
member of the Brooklyn
and Killingly communi-
ties to continue his spirit
of giving and supporting
local community endeav-
ors.

The Robert Suprenant
Memorial is actually
a larger organization
named after the man
many affectionately
called “Supe” which his
daughter Bethany Tucker
said was founded in
December of 2024 to keep
his memory alive. Supe
passed away in August of
that year and was known
for his time as a coach,
volunteer, and a one-time
member of the Killingly
Board of Education. In
the year since the orga-
nization was founded the
funds raised have helped
supportlocal youth sports
and recreation programs
with plans to also con-
tribute to holiday giving
initiatives.

Tucker said the organi-
zation has grown quick-
ly, holding its first major
fundraiser in 2025 called
the Bob Supe Classic, a
golf tournament held
at Fostor Country Club,
which was a huge suc-
cess in its first year and
is expected to become an
annual event. So far the
organization has donated
money to NECONN soc-
cer, which Supe coached

e

Courtesy

In August, the Robert Suprenant Memorial organization donated to the NECONN soccer organization which the fund’s name-
sake coached for nearly 15 years.

for around 15 years,
Killingly youth hoops, the
Killingly and Brooklyn
summer cands, and
Supe’s grandkids have
also contributed to the
cause by holding a lem-
onade stand with plans
to donate the profits to
support local holiday toy
drives.

After such a successful
first year, Tucker said
she’s proud they have
been able to continue her
father’s spirit of giving.

“A lot of the money
we're giving away is going
back to youth sports and
other community pro-
grams,” she said. “My
dad loved community; he
grew up in Brooklyn and
went to high school in
Killingly and lived here
his entire life. We want
to keep most of our fund-
raiser money in the com-
munity that he grew up
in, and he loved so much.”

Proceeds from the
golf tournament, which
attracted around 136 par-
ticipants, will also sup-
port the American Heart
and American Lung
Associations. Year two
of the event has already
been announced for next
June. Tucker revealed
that they are looking to
expand their fundraising
efforts possibly with a
celebrity bartender night
and other concepts yet to
be announced.

Those looking to sup-
portthe Robert Suprenant
Memorial organization
can learn more by visit-
ing robertsurprenantme-
morial.com.

Two Stop &S /y()p Danielson Fire Chief announces resignation;

fundraisers benefit
FEastern’s resident
food pantry this
October

WILLIMANTIC Eastern Connecticut State
University’s food pantry, Shawn’s Cupboard, will
receive support this October through two Stop & Shop
charitable giving programs. Throughout the month,
the Willimantic grocery store will donate $1 to the
campus pantry for every $2.50 spent on a reusable
“Community Bag.” In addition, Eastern has been cho-
sen as a nonprofit partner in Stop & Shop’s “Bloomin’
4 Good” initiative, which fights hunger statewide by
donating $1 for every specially marked $11.99 bouquet
of flowers sold in Connecticut stores.

“Eastern utilizes donations to purchase fresh pro-
duce and other high-demand items, which keep the
shelves in Shawn’s Pantry stocked throughout the
year,” said Michelle Delaney, vice president for Student
Affairs. “Every dollar raised will be used to support
Eastern students who are experiencing food insecu-
rity”

Shawn’s Cupboard is overseen by Eastern’s Campus
Ministry, which reports steadily increasing usage and
visitation among students to the food pantry:

“In the 2024/25 school year, there were a total of
1,327 visits with a total of 8,717 items taken,” according
to Nancy Brennan, Campus Ministry administrative
assistant and Shawn’s Cupboard coordinator. “For this
fall 2025 semester, we’ve already had 250 visits with a
total of 1,724 items taken.”

With three months remaining in the calendar year,
the ministry reports 539 unique students who have
used Shawn’s Cupboard so far in 2025.

“The ultimate reward received from Stop & Shop’s
generosity is the realization that they are helping to
fulfill our Mission Statement,” said Brennan. “It is
through their generosity that students are getting
enough to eat, which makes them able to meaningfully
engage in their classes and in society.”

Brennan also noted that the Campus Ministry relies
on student volunteers and monetary donations to help
operate Shawn’s Cupboard.

“Without our wonderful benefactors, Shawn’s
Cupboard would not be able to keep the Cupboard
as full or offer as much of a variety of food to our
students,” she said. “I am very lucky to always have
my wonderful student volunteer Zaine Gutierrez-
Valenzuela who helps get all the volunteers to staff
Shawn’s Cupboard, as well as helps shop and keep
track of the volunteer hours.”

Shawn’s Cupboard is located in the Knight House
Multifaith Center and is open to any Eastern student
experiencing food insecurity:

Borough Council appoints Interim Chief

DANIELSON — At the
Borough of Danielson
Fire = Commissioners’
meeting on Sept. 23, Fire
Chief Charles Kelleher
announced his resigna-
tion, effective Oct. 1.

To ensure a smooth
transition in leadership,
the Borough Council
convened a special meet-
ing on September 30,
2025, and unanimously
appointed Deputy Chief
Jason Burgess as Interim
Fire Chief. He will serve
in this role until a per-
manent Fire Chief is
appointed.

Burgess has been
a dedicated member
of the Danielson Fire
Department since 2002,
beginning as a junior fire-
fighter and rising steadi-
ly through the ranks. A

third-generation firefight-
er, he brings both deep
experience and a strong
commitment to the com-
munity. The Borough
Council expressed con-
fidence in his ability to
provide steady leadership
and uphold the depart-
ment’s strong tradition of
service during this tran-
sition.

“We are deeply grateful
for Chief Kelleher’s years
of service and leadership
to the Danielson Fire
Department and the com-
munity as a whole,” said
Heidi Clifford, Borough
of Danielson President.
“During his tenure, he
guided the department
through numerous chal-
lenges, strengthened

Turn To CHIEF page A11
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Jason Burgess is sworn in as Interim Chief of the Danielson

Fire Department.

HalYM hosts annual Ride for Wellness

Jason Bleau

Roughly 50 riders took to stationary bikes to take on the two-hour Ride for Wellness challenge to support the Hale YMCA’s

Livestrong program.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

PUTNAM — The Hale
YMCA Young and Family
Center in Putnam host-

ed its annual Road to
Wellness event on Oct. 5,
raising funds to support
the Livestrong program
which helps provide free
fitness opportunities for

cancer fighters and sur-
vivors.

The annual event sees
a series of fitness-relat-
ed challenges take place
at the Putnam Riverview

Marketplace all to sup-
port Livestrong. The
area was equipped with
50 stationary exercise
bikes with participants

Turn To RIDE page A11
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Pomfret School students channel gratitude at Westview

DAYVILLE — A group
of students from Pomfret
School visited Westview
Health Care Center this
week to offer a sponta-
neous, sincere visit to
patients and residents.

Westview Therapeutic
Recreation Director
Louise Taylor was con-
tacted by Pomfret School
educators Bobby and
Erin Fisher about such
an experience to supple-
ment a course they are
currently teaching. Mr.
Fisher is Pomfret School’s
Director of Spiritual
Life, and Mrs. Fisher
is Pomfret School’s
Director of Wellbeing,
and they have set out
to teach students about
the merits of actionable
altruism. Revolving
around themes of kind-
ness, acknowledgement,
and service, they are
leading this particular
class through real-world
applications of grace
and giving in addition to
their classroom dialogue.

Mr. and Mrs. Fisher of
Pomfret School reached
out with a request to sit
and talk with Westview
patients and residents
during lunch time. For
many at Westview, the
mid-day meal is served
in the company of oth-
ers in the Formal Dining
Room where there is
always room for a few
more friends to pull
up a chair Westview
Therapeutic Recreation
Director Louise Taylor
welcomed our kindred
visitors and offered
guidance as they found
their places among the
tables. She pointed out
that any sense of fel-
lowship in this setting
is valued; encouraging
their conversations with
helpful suggestions to
promote social scenes
all across the room.

This good deed by
Pomfret School is
widely appreciated by

Westview patients, res-
idents, and staff mem-
bers in turn. Westview
is not only thankful
for their time commit-
ment, but truly obliged
for the genuine sense of
presence they brought
to our patients and res-
idents at lunch this
week. Westview would
like to send extra special
thanks to Bobby and Erin
Fisher for coordinating
such a grateful gather-
ing, and for echoing the
message of benevolence
in our hearts.

Speaking on this visit
to Westview, Mr. Fisher
outlined the reliably
familiar rewards found
by Dblossoming new
human connections:
“Intergenerational vis-
iting like this—having
a moment together to
sit alongside somebody
who may be older, may
be a complete stranger—
gives our students the
opportunity to be curi-
ous as listeners. It helps
them to tap into
our human capac-

s GOLD & SILVER

Buying and Selling
U.S. and Foreign Currency & Coins & Bullion

Postcards and Vintage Photos
Thurs. 10 to 2pm, Sat. 12:30- to 3pm. Sun 11 to 1pm

Available 7 days a week call 860-705-9067
A Above All Collectables [

24 S.Chestnut St. Wauregan CT

) ity to offer kind-
ness, compassion,
and to ultimately
develop friend-
ships. Surely an
experience like
this at Westview
provides our stu-
dents an oppor-

) tunity to deliver

some kindness,
but I think as we
return to school,
we’ll find that a
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1. Comedic actor Rogen

5. Bits per inch

8. Tire pressure measurement

11. Angels great Mike

13. Own (Scottish)

14. Notable FI racing team

15. Upper bract of grass

16. Tax collector

17. Electronic counter-
countermeasures

18. Informal loan clubs

20. Skeletal muscle

21. Popular fish type

22. Salts of acetic acid

25. Arriving early

30. Worded

31. Single Lens Reflex

32. Amphibians

33. Warm greeting

CLUES DOWN

1. Engine additive

2. Amounts of time

3. Fragrant brown balsam used in
perfume

4. Color properties

5. One who hands over

6. Thieves of the sea

7. Put in

8. Nocturnal rodents

9. Pouches

10. Systems, doctrines, theories

12. Greek alphabet letter

14. Greek goddess of youth

19. Satisfy

23. Partly digested food

24. Dictator

25. Parts per thousand (abbr.)

26. The 17th letter of the Greek
alphabet

32
36 |39 |40
a3 44

45 |46

47 |48 49

55 56

59 60

62 63

CLUES ACROSS

27. A major division of geological time

38. Belonging to a thing

41. Segmented worm

43. Concerns

45. Audacious

47. Wings

49, Type of drug

50. Wind chill formula scientist
Charles

55. Island close to the U.S.

56. “To the __ degree”

57. Daniel __, French composer

59. A way to march

60. Where golfers begin

61. Spiritual leader

62. Of she

63.

v}

odor (abbr.)
64. Tall, slender-leaved plant

28. Angry

29. St. Francis of __

34. Romanian monetary unit
35. Stale

36. Go quickly

37. Commercials

39. Canadian city

40. One who slices

41. Perform perfectly

42. Nest of pheasants

44, Tactile sensations

45, Sword

46. Climactic

47. Adrenocorticotrophin
48. Fisherman’s tool

51. Swiss river

52. Plant that makes gum
53. A French abbot

54. One point east of northeast
58. Get free of

Mental disorder concerning body

o

they have been the bene-
factors of it as well.”

Westview Health Care
Center Administrator
David T. Panteleakos
noted his appreciation
for this dually-uplifting
visit, commenting, “I
am so impressed with
Pomfret School for hav-
ing curriculum that
focuses on kindness, giv-
ing, and community as
areas of study. Those
concepts are certainly
important to our efforts

here at Westview, and
we are always happy to
share our space with
all generations to culti-
vate sustained compas-
sion in our community.”

Westview Health Care
Center is a 103-bed inpa-
tient skilled nursing
facility, which includes
a distinct and self-con-
tained 28-bed sub-acute
short term rehabilitation
unit and outpatient phys-
ical, occupational and
speech therapies includ-

Sports Medicine,
Adolescent/Pediatric,

ing:

Adult, and Aquatic
Outpatient Centers,
all dedicated to provid-
ing outstanding quality
health care services. The
Dayville, Connecticut
facility is consistently
ranked among the top
nursing facilities in the
nation, according to the
Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services as well
as US. News and World
Report, consecutively for
the past 17 years.

- | » Fire damages Thompson restaurant

JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON — Fire officials have deemed the
cause of a fire at a local eatery in Thompson to be
accidental, causing minor damage to the building
but otherwise avoiding significant loses.

On Sept. 21, the Quinebaug Fire Department was
dispatched to 773 Quinebaug RD., less than a mile
from their headquarters, to local eatery Mack’s

Firefighters respond to a small blaze at Mack’s Catering in Thompson on Sept. 21.

Courtesy — Quiet Corner Alerts

Catering Service where a structure fire was dis-
covered. Firefighters were joined by mutual aid
who helped extinguish the blaze which resulted
in significant smoke damage to the interior of the

building while the fire itself was contained to the
front of the structure and the inside entrance wall.
According to a press release from Thompson Fire

Marshal James Seney, Jr., the fire was caused by an

improperly disposed cigarette.
“After a thorough investigation by the Thompson
Fire Marshal’s Office and a representative from

the Connecticut State Police Fire and

We take pride
in our customer
service!

L. THE SIDING STORE " _|

Siding » Roofing e Windows e Decks ¢ Sunrooms

FALL SPECIALS

: NOW IN EFFECT
— $$$$
Financing available to qualified customers!
thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771 860.963.9035 [T
860.886.1718 860.564.7088
References Galore e Fully Licensed e Senior Discounts e Lead Safe
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Explosives Investigation Unit, by using
physical evidence, witness statements,
and surveillance video footage from a
nearby business, the fire has been deter-
mined to have started in the front of
the building at ground level in the dry
mulch. The fires ignition was a result of
improper disposal of smoking materi-
als onto combustible materials,” Seney

The fire started in the front of the
building and traveled along the exterior
of the main entrance, eventually into the
front wooden wall of the structure. The

damage impacted a restaurant supply
storage area and while the blaze itself
was relatively contained, the extended
smoke damage stretched further into
the structure.

The Thompson Fire Marshall con-
firmed the property housed Mack’s
Catering Service which has since
reported on social media that they plan
to eventually reopen describing the
damage as “minor” with repairs to
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begin immediately. For now, the com-
pany is planning to operate out of a
food truck and their catering services
remain uninterrupted by the incident.

Quiet Corner
Al-Anon group meets
Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon
meeting meets at the East Woodstock
Congregational = Church every
Wednesday from 7:30-8:30 p.m.

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family
Group is open to anyone affected by
alcoholism, family or friend. Any
enquiries can be directed to 860-634-
3271.
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Rawson Materials acquires Quarry, Associated
Assets from Hylka Construction Company, Inc.

PUTNAM — Rawson
Materials, a leading pro-
ducer of quality aggre-
gate materials, is pleased
to announce the acquisi-
tion

of substantially all the
assets from the aggregate
line of business of Hylka
Construction Company,
Inc. including its quarry,

located at 73 Potter
Village Road in Charlton,
Massachusetts. Effective
Oct. 1, the facility will
operate as Rawson

and will continue to
deliver the reliable ser-
vice and high-quality
aggregate products for
which both

companies are known.

The strategic acquisi-
tion followed extensive
discussions between
Rawson Materials’
President and CEO,
Jeffrey Rawson and

Hylka Construction
President, Francis Hylka,
Jr. and Vice President,
Jonathan Hylka.

that Rawson Materials
has acquired a new plant
and quarry location from
Hylka Construction,”
said

Jeffrey Rawson. “As
a long-standing, fami-
ly-run business rooted in
the Charlton community,
Hylka has built a strong

reputation for reliabil-
ity and integrity, which
are values that deeply
resonate with our own.
This marks an exciting
new

ny’s growth, and we are
thrilled to bring their
outstanding team into
the Rawson family.”

The Charlton loca-
tion not only expands
Rawson Materials’ geo-
graphic footprint but also
strengthens its presence
in central

Massachusetts. This
allows the company to
maintain operational
excellence at this loca-
tion while honoring the
legacy

Hylka family, who first
purchased the proper-
ty in 1948. This acquisi-
tion highlights Rawson
Materials’

ongoing commitment
to growth, strong commu-
nity partnerships, and
continuity of providing
high-quality materials to

customers across the
region.

Hylka Construction
Company, Inc. will contin-
ue to operate its trucking
and construction lines of

this transaction.

Rawson Materials
has proudly served
Connecticut,
Massachusetts, Rhode
Island & New York for
more than 75 years. For
more

information,
contact Crystal
Simonson, Director of
Communications, at (860)
963-6584, ext. 1304 or visit

www.rawsonmaterials.
com.

Materials - Plant #10

“I'm proud to share

chapter in our compa-

Brooklyn "lown Library clock ticks once again

BY LISA BURBANK
DIRECTOR

BROOKLYN TOWN LIBRARY

BROOKLYN — It stopped at
6:24,eithera.m.orp.m.,sometime
before Sept. 18, 1962. We know
this because of some archived
minutes from a library executive
board meeting where repairs
to the clock were discussed on
that date, and then-president of
the board, Eleanor Bergland,
offered to have it repaired at her
expense. Whether the clock had
only recently stopped in 1962,
or had been still for some time
before this, is unknown.

We also don’t know how
long the clock has hung on the
wall at Brooklyn Town Library.
It had been hidden behind a
bookshelf when one current
staff member first started work-
ing here in 2020. As the shelf
was dismantled to make way for
a new children’s room, and mys-

tery paperbacks moved upstairs
into the adult fiction section, the
beauty of the old timepiece was
revealed. It is easy, due to the
age of the clock, to assume that
the clock has been here since
the library took residency at
10 Canterbury Rd. in 1913, but
as the old adage states, never
assume.

The timepiece, identified as
an E. Howard Gallery Clock by
horologist Pete Belmore, would
havebeen crafted sometimeinthe
1880s or 1890s. Though Brooklyn
Town Library Association was
incorporated in 1893, we lived in
the basement of the Brooklyn
Town Hall for our first twenty
years. Our current building was
originally constructed for the
Windham County Bank in 1822,
later becoming The Windham
County National Bank just after
the American Civil War in 1865.
The Windham County National
Bank then moved to Danielson
in 1895, and the building became

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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home to Brooklyn Savings Bank
sometime after that. When
Brooklyn Savings Bank later
moved to East Brooklyn in 1913,
a group of Brooklyn citizens pur-
chased and donated the building
to the library.

Was the clock already here?
Did it come with the building,
as we assume due to the year of
clock’s manufacture? Or was it
purchased by, or for the library?

These questions and more
may never be answered.

However, three weeks ago, Pete
Belmore, who visited our library
as a patron, caught sight of the
clock as he passed our children’s
room. Confidant that he could
repair it and bring it back to life
again, and after much deliber-
ation with our executive board,
Pete removed the face of the
clock, took the inner mecha-
nism home to his workshop in
Webster, Massachusetts and
made good on that promise.

The E. Howard Gallery Clock
started its new journey of life
at 3:25 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.
2, its gentle ticking welcoming
patrons to the Brooklyn Town
Library after more than six
decades of silence. Welcome
back, E. Howard!
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A1 CT AUDUBON

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties for
the Week of Sept. 29: Nashville Warbler, Parula Warbler,
American Restart, Red-eyed Vireo, Red-Shouldered Hawk,
White-throated Sparrow, Eastern Towhee, Meadowlark,
Bobolink, Savannah Sparrow, Cedar Waxwing, Black-
throated Green Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Scarlet
Tanager, Robin, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Bluebird

WOODSTOCK FAIRGROUNDS
Sunday 10/26 from 1PM-4PM
Anyone interested in registering as a trunker or
making a tax deductible donation in any amount can
email Christina at artemiswildliferescue@gmail.com
COME MEET ADOPTABLE DOGS AND HAVE FUN IN

A HALLOWEEN PHOTO BOOTH!

Friday, Oct. 10 — Putnam, 7:30 p.m.
Poirot on stage, the clues take flight,
Bradley’s train departs tonight. =2
“Murder on the Orient Express,” Are you crafty, a talented L*j
Front Street seats, best guess who’s next. creator or artisan? Ifso, the }3.
Saturday, Oct. 11 — Pomfret, 7 p.m. Daucht Tsabell X g
Hush the path and dim your light, aughiers "f sabelia see i
Audubon’s Screech Oowl Night. | vendors for their Yuletide Festival 4,
Boots and layers, meet on time,

Let the woodlands hoot in rhyme. Saturday 8 of November 2025,£
Tuesday,  Oct. 14 —  Pomfret, 8 am. from 8 am to 2 pm, e
Binocs up for birds in flight, et
Tuesday walk at first-daylight. StMary Church Hall, &4
Trails and field notes, crisp and clear, 218 Providence Street, *
Fall migration’s finally here. p—
Tuesday, Oct. 14 — Brooklyn, 6:30 p.m. Putnam, CT i’
Wetlands board will take the floor, Vendors $30 per table. $

Maps and motions, regs galore. .

Town Hall  clock  will  set ~ the  beat, | Cl Suzy Lazarou after 5 pmor

Public comment, front-row seat. text her anytime @
Wednesday, Oct. 15 — Woodstock, 10 a.m.-noon 860 573 2924

Flu-shot clinic, sleeves rolled high, - I h ey

Town Hall nurses standing by. email: suzylazarou@yanoo.com LA

Quick and easy, in you go, '

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

\‘ )
Y 4
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Autumn armor, health in tow.

Wednesday, Oct. 15 — Pomfret, 8 a.m.
Plainfield Hatchery bird stroll start,
Feathered traffic, fieldcraft art.
Early call, don’t miss the thrush,
Morning chorus in the brush.

Wednesday, Oct. 15 —
Brooklyn (two-step civic night)
10 a.m.-noon: Housing meets,
Budgets, units, needs and seats.
6:15 p.m.: Capital Plan,
7 p.m.: Finance, numbers scan.

Thursday, Oct. 16 — Woodstock
(Town Hall double bill)

6 p.m. Selectmen take the mic,
Roads and bids and budget hike.
7:30 p.m. P&Z convenes,
Parcels, plats, and overlay means.

Thursday, Oct. 16 — Brooklyn
(twin meetings, back-to-back)
6 pm. Parks & Rec on deck,
Fields and fall events to check.
7 p.m. Emergency crew,
Readiness run-throughs to do.

Friday, Oct. 17 — Putnam, 7:30 p.m.
Back on board that snowbound train,
Bradley’s curtain lifts again.
Who did what and why to whom?
Find your seat and meet your doom.

Heirloom Food
Company hosting art
exhibition

DANIELSON — Heirloom Food
Company is hosting “Encore,” paint-
ings by Ann C. Rosebrooks and collag-
es/ mixed media by Donna O’Scolaigh
Lange. The show runs from Oct.
7 through Dec. 1, with a reception
Friday, Oct. 17, from 6:30-8 p.m.

Heirloom is located at 630 N. Main
St., Danielson, right past Bill’s
Bedding.
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Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Alexandra’s story.

(860) 928-2341
697 Pomfret Street, Pomfret Center, CT 06259
392-A Merrow Road, Tolland, CT 06084

This statement was provided 3/7/2025 by Alexandra Robin who is a client. This statement may not be
representative of the experience of others and is not a guarantee of future performance or success. For
additional reviews, search us wherever local businesses are reviewed.

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment Advisor.

WHZ,

You’ve given me confidence to
pursue business goals | wasn’t
sure would be possible before.

Thank you!

® WHZ

STRATEGIC WEALTH ADVISORS




A4 - Friday, October 10, 2025

VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS

PO. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

TELEPHONE: (860) 928-1818
Fax: (860) 928-5946
WWW.VILLAGERNEWSPAPERS.COM

FrRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EpIiTOR

Autumn’s
quiet
harvest

October in Northeast Connecticut car-
ries a rhythm that no clock can keep.
The mornings are slow to warm, the air
smells faintly of wood smoke, and the
fields hum with a final burst of effort
before winter stills them. Farmers bring
in their last loads, but around here, har-
vest is about far more than crops. It’s the
season when the community itself gets
gathered in.

Walk through the Quiet Corner and
you’ll see how much happens when no
one’s really watching. The Thompson
Fire Department rakes leaves outside
the station between calls. Pomfret
seniors stack canned goods for the food
pantry. At the Woodstock Fairgrounds,
volunteers take down banners and fold
tables, already talking about next year.
In Brooklyn, scout troops and church
youth groups are helping older residents
cover storm windows or split firewood
before the first frost. None of it makes
the front page, but all of it keeps these
towns stitched together.

Maybe that’s what defines this corner
of Connecticut more than anything else
— the instinct to help without needing
to be asked, the refusal to let neighbors
fend for themselves. It’s not the loud
kind of community spirit you find at
parades or ribbon-cuttings. It’s quieter,
steadier, built from the same hands that
mend roofs, pack lunches, and wave
from pickup trucks on Route 169.

There’s a lesson in that, especially as
the days shorten and the election signs
start to sprout beside the pumpkins.
The headlines can make the world feel
divided, but the work of small towns
is cooperative by nature. The person
who disagrees with you at a meeting
might be the same one who plows your
driveway after a storm. The teacher
who volunteers on the town green is also
the parent coaching Little League on
Saturday morning. We depend on each
other in ways that don’t fit neatly into
slogans or party lines.

The local harvest fairs, library fund-
raisers, and craft shows filling the
October calendar all serve a purpose
beyond entertainment. They raise the
money that keeps senior lunches run-
ning, youth programs afloat, and volun-
teer departments equipped. When we
buy a raffle ticket or toss a few dollars
into a donation jar, we’re paying forward
the support that makes our communi-
ties resilient.

It’s easy to overlook that kind of labor
because it isn’t dramatic. There’s no
breaking news in a neighbor dropping
off soup, or a teacher buying extra sup-
plies for her classroom. But the quiet
kindnesses of a small town are what
keep the lights on — literally and fig-
uratively. They turn a cluster of roads
and ZIP codes into something that can
endure a tough winter, or a tough year.

So before the last leaves fall, take a
moment to notice the people who make
this region what it is: the volunteers
who line the fields for the Memorial Day
parade, the high-school band that keeps
practicing long after sunset, the local
boards trying to stretch every tax dollar.
Thank them. Support them. And if you
can, join them.

Because when the frost comes and the
noise of the outside world grows louder,
the true harvest of the Quiet Corner
won’t be measured in pumpkins or corn
stalks. It will be measured in how much
we still care about one another — and in
how willing we are to keep showing up,
season after season, for the place we all
call home.

OPINION

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Vote Democratic on Nov. 4!

To the Editor:

There’s good news and bad news in
Killingly.

The bad news is that the Republican
Town Councilors are running Killingly into
the ground, wasting our tax dollars while
making it harder for our families. Property
assessments and taxes have skyrocketed, but
the community is seeing little to no benefit.
All the Town Council seems to do is hire con-
sultants for tens of thousands of dollars. Our
wastewater treatment plant is maxed out,
which they knew was a potential problem
years ago. But those managing capacity were
never held accountable. For years to come,
Killingly won’t be able to pursue reasonable
economic development because there will
be no way to treat the resulting wastewater.
Even now no one knows where in the world
the money to expand this plant will come
from. Just ask at the next Town Council meet-
ing. Finally, the members of our community
have had to intervene to make sure Killingly
retains its natural beauty and rural char-
acter. Now I understand that several years
ago the Planning & Zoning board approved
a huge warehousing and distribution com-
plex to go in off Westcott Rd., which is being
advertised now. I can’t wait to fight my way
through a snarl of tractor trailers 24 hours
per day as I head to the grocery store. Haven’t
you had enough of Republican rule? Isn’t it
time for a change? Vote for Jim Rivers, John
Labelle, Dave Griffiths and Petros Kostaras

for at-large Town Council.

The good news is that our Board of :
Education, where Democrats hold the major-
ity, have improved our kids’ education and :
mental health enormously in just a couple :
of years. The graduation rate at Killingly :
High has risen from 88% to over 93 percent. :
Chronic absenteeism has been cut almost in :
half. Test scores are improving across multi- :
ple grades. Staff turnover, which was among :
the highest in the Quiet Corner, is lower. : .
More students report feeling safer at school, : €scalated, President Thomas
- Jefferson faced a choice: sub-
: mit, or fight with a navy that

been achieved without busting the budget. : barely existed.

(Republicans are now pushing a lie that bul- :

lying is up, but just ask them where they got : ¢ (
: ing—light, fast, and ruthless.

and feel they can talk to someone if they are
down or feeling anxious. These results have

their data - it doesn’t exist.) Please return

chair Susan Lannon and board members :
Misty Murdock and Nelson “Buzz” King to :

our Board of Ed, and elect Kyle Provencher : . |
‘them in port, daring the

to join them.

Republicans are no longer the party of

and they ignore or : ust :
“tum was building, disaster

:struck. The Philadelphia,

“fiscal responsibility,”
bully Democratic and Independent voices.
The Democratic Board of Education is get-

ting fantastic results by collaborating across : _ A
- American warships,

aground off Tripoli and was

the aisle with their peers, and by listening to
staff, parents and students. Killingly deserves

the best in both worlds - Vote row A on Nov. 4. : .
:The captured ship was

:refloated, turned against
ROBIN LOFQUIST
< : the flag of the enemy— one
cof America’s greatest war-
- ships, lost in a single day:

Thanks very much,

DANIELSON

Mike Bogdanski has my support

To the Editor:

I am writing to endorse Mike Bogdanski
as a candidate for Selectman in the town of
Putnam in the upcoming November elec-
tions.

I have known Mike going back to my days
as Mayor of Putnam 1989-1991 and have found
him to be a dedicated and successful busi-
nessman, a community supporter for numer-
ous organizations, and a person who helped
to build character in thousands of young
people in Northeastern Connecticut.

Mike has served, or is serving, on numer-
ous boards and commissions over the years.
He has found the time and energy to serve
on the Putnam Zoning Board of Appeals,
the Inland - Wetlands Commission, the
Economic Development Commission and
the Redevelopment Agency. He has provided
countless hours to the Aspinock Historical
Society and as a member of the NE CT
Chamber of Commerce to name but a few.

Mike has the values and community spirit
that make him an ideal Selectman:

Dedication to the Town of Putnam that he :
: raids in naval history: Under

has called home for more than 20 years.

The integrity to look at issues for what they :
are and not simply agreeing with the party : asl
- ed into harbor on a captured

line.

The insights of a successful businessman : Pir :
: Philadelphia, and turned her

that is critical to Board of Selectmen.

The willingness to collaborate and listen :

to both sides of an issue, to ‘cross the aisle’ :
: morale, but the war dragged

- on—until one man dared to

when information warrants a different direc-
tion.

To be accountable to the people of Putnam

—his adopted hometown.

It is without reservation that I support :
and endorse Mike Bogdanski as he strives to :
continue his public service for the people of :
Putnam as a Selectman, as well as supporting :
the Democratic Unity Slate of Mayor Barney :

Seney, Selectmen Gloria Marion and Scott :
- Eaton would cross the sands
‘and strike it from behind.
‘The goal was to show that
DayviLig : the US could do what no
:European power
- land troops in North Africa,
: raise an army, and defeat the

Pempek.

DoNaLD R. ST.ONGE

We are in a war....against despotism

To the Editor:

Well, the Destruction Duo had their meet-
ing of the Brass, and it was a resounding —
oh, what’s the word - bore, proof of stupidity,
wasted millions of dollars? Almost every-
thing said had been said before or could have
been done on-line.

The most frightening thing Hegseth said
was his emphasis on war. The message was
unmistakable — a return to war-fighting and
preparation for winning wars as the main
mission of the Military. The Administration’s
increasing use of the word War is only meant
to inflame and intimidate other countries and
US citizens.

At the meeting, Donnie Despot said, “I've
never walked into a room so silent. If you
applaud, applaud.” He doesn’t know Military
protocol prohibits applause to prevent expres-
sion of partisanship and politics. He also
said, “You can do anything you want. If you
don’t like what I'm saying you can leave the
room.” Yeah, right.

And I'm sure the Generals and Admirals
hung on every word about how Despot goes

down stairs slowly instead of “Da Da Da: Eaton assembled a ragtag
Da Da Da Bop” Bop’ing down like Obama. :
Another incoherent rambling was, “When I':
have a general and I have to sign for a General :

because we have beautiful paper; the gorgeous :

paper, I said throw a little more gold on it

tiful firm paper.”
invites invoking the 25th Amendment.
Despot also said something clearly un-Con-
stitutional and impeachable.
brass is about America’s number one enemy:
Americans. Last month, I signed an executive

within and we have to handle it before it gets
out of control.” OK, yes, we are in a war after

a corrupt Supreme Court.

Brooklyn’s future is on the ballot — your vote matters!

To the Editor:

Too often, we think the big elections are
the ones that matter most. But the truth
is, municipal elections hit closest to home.
They decide who fixes our roads, funds our
schools, and sets our local tax rates. In the
2023 municipal election, less than 30 per-
cent of Brooklyn residents went to the polls
to vote, below the state average which was
roughly 33 percent. (CT Mirror)

That means just a handful of voters decid-
ed how our town is run - our taxes, our roads,
our schools, our safety. We can change that
this year.

This municipal election, Brooklyn
Democrats have a strong slate of candidates
who care deeply about our community and
its future. Brooklyn voters will be electing
candidates for:

First Selectman: Joe Bellavance

Board of Selectmen: Sherri Vogt

Board of Finance: Bob Smanik and Rick
Ives

Board of Education: Melissa Perkins-
Banas

Board of Assessment Appeals: Susan

Wasstrom

These Democratic candidates are ready to
lead with proactive leadership, fiscal respon-
sibility, and a commitment to quality educa-
tion and town services. To learn more about
these candidates go to: brooklynctdems.com.

Early voting starts this month on Oct.
20 and runs through Nov. 2 at the Clifford
B. Green Building. Election Day is Nov. 4,
with polls open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the
Brooklyn Middle School.

You can register to vote online or check

your voter registration status at MyVote. :
:the Barbary world. Eaton
:marched across a waste-
:land and took a city no
- one thought could fall. The
: pirates’ resolve broke, and
‘they signed a peace agree-
“ment within weeks, and the
:American prisoners from
‘the Philadelphia walked
:free. What began as a des-
:perate gamble became one
- of the boldest military feats
“in the early history of the
: United States.

ct.gov.

Every vote matters, especially in local elec-
tions, where outcomes are often decided by
just a handful of ballots. If you want to see
a town government that reflects your val-
ues, make your plan to vote and encourage
your friends and neighbors to do the same.
Working together we can make a difference
in Brooklyn. Vote Democrat. Vote Row A.

Your town. Your vote. Your voice is your
power.

LisA ARENDS
BROOKLYN

Additional Letters To The Editor, See Page A-8

U.S. Navy!

In the summer of 1803, six
- American warships sliced
through the Atlantic, crewed
‘by fewer than 2,000 barely
‘trained men—farm boys,
ﬁshermen, and dockhands.

The newly formed United

;States was broke, its Navy
- skeletal,
‘by Barbary pirates from
:North Africa, bleeding off
‘an estimated 20 percent of
" American maritime com-
: merce.

its trade raided

Their orders: reach Tripoli

- and challenge arogue regime
: that extorted even the great-
‘est empires. Few expected

them to return.
For gen-

Posmvery €rations,
European pow-

SPEAKING ers had bought

peace with
TOBY gold—but as
MOORE

Barbary raids
on American
merchants

When the Americans
arrived, the enemy was wait-

They were outnumbered, but
not outmatched.
The Americans trapped
pirates to come out and fight.
However, just as momen-
one of the strongest of the

ran

seized with all 307 aboard.

its own fleet, and now flew

Refusing to let the ship

Ebe used against them, they

launched one of the boldest

the cover of night, disguised
as Maltese sailors, they float-

pirate vessel, boarded the

into a floating inferno.
The raid ignited American

rewrite the story.

Enter William Eaton—
former US consul to Tunis,
burning with vengeance,
armed with a wild plan.
Eaton’s target? Derna—a
coastal city, lightly defended
and exposed to the desert.

dared:

: pirates on their own soil.

In March 1805, William

force of 8 U.S. Marines, 40
Greek and Italian mercenar-
ies, about 100 Arab cavalry,
and scattered Bedouin fight-

- ers.
They deserve it. I want to use the big beau-:
Such brilliance certainly :

Fewer than 500 men—frac-
tured by language, loyalty,

‘and purpose—marched for-

- :ward. They crossed hun-
“The military:

dreds of miles of desert

. where water vanished, men

: nt 1 1Ve: hallucinated, and camels
order to provide training for a quick reaction:

force that can help quell civilian disturbanc-:
es. This is gonna be a big thing for the people:

in this room because it’s the enemy from:yan short, tempers flared,

: tribal help deserted, and the

L A - campaign nearly collapsed
all, viz. the Constitution, the rule of law and:

a society built on trying to improve our lives:
against this Fascist cadre of Despot, Miller,:
Ludnick, Johnson, Hegseth, Project 2025 and :

collapsed in blinding sand-
storms. Sun scorched by day,
the cold bit at night. Food

over broken promises.

The road to Derna was
carved through hell.

After seven weeks, they

carrived at the gates ready
STEPHEN ETZEL:
PUTNAM
‘non fire from offshore. The
:fighting was brutal—gun-
‘fire ripped through tents,
:smoke choked the hillside,
and Eaton was shot through
‘the wrist, but pressed on
: with his arm in a sling. After
:fierce close combat, Derna
- fell, and for the first time in
- history, the Stars and Stripes
: flew triumphantly on foreign
- soil. It was this moment that
. inspired the famous line still
:sung today in the Marine
: Corps Hymn: ‘to the shores
- of Tripoli’.

for war. Eaton attacked as
US warships unleashed can-

The victory stunned

Turn To POSITIVELY page A7
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Promises made, promises kept

To the Editor:

First, I would like to point out the
hypocrisy in Ms. Arends’ letter on
the government shutdown. Every
single Republican in the House and
Senate voted in favor of keeping the
Government open with the exception
of Rand Paul. Ms. Arends quoted
Senators Murphy and Blumenthal on
how bad a shutdown would be residents
of Connecticut and the rest of the coun-
try. Yet when it came time to vote both
Connecticut Senators voted to shut the
Government down despite their own
warnings. I guess that represents lead-
ership to some people. There have been
319 homicides in Chicago this year to
date. Someone here praised Governor
Pritzker because he refuses to allow the
National Guard to help protect the peo-
ple of Chicago. I bet the 319 families of
the dead would have welcomed the help.
It that leadership?

When I read some letters here, I am
remined of the quote “Any fool can crit-
icize, condemn and complain — and most
fools do.» Attributed to many different
people. Each week, someone is attack-
ing President Trump no matter what
he does. What is always missing is solu-
tions. The latest complaints are about
First Amendment rights. At the end
of his first term, Trump was banned
from Twitter, Facebook and other social
media platforms. Anyone critical of the
Covid vaccine was de-platformed. The
Biden administration pressured social
media to silence anyone critical of their
administration. The New York Post was
banned from social media for reporting

on the Hunter Biden laptop story.

Most non-biased people realized Joe
Biden was not all there. Yet some we
ready to give him another four years as
long as that kept Trump out of office.
We now know Biden had a a note card
reminding him who Hillary Clinton
was. When inflation hit 9 percent in
2022, the Biden apologists said “It is a
world-wide issue - nothing Biden can
do.” On the wars in Gaza and Ukraine,
“Biden didn’t start those wars - what
can he do?” And sadly, as Biden opened
the border and let in 10 million illegals,
the response was “The border is secure”
and then “Only Congress can close the
border.” Trump did what they said could
not be done. That is leadership.

When Trump announced his tariffs,
we were told it would cause high infla-
tion and even a recession. Someone here
declared our allies would not stand by
the US in light of the tariffs. How wrong
was that? Trump has used trade policy
to end wars - Israel and Iran; Pakistan
and India, Rwanda and the Democratic
Republic of Congo; Thailand and
Cambodia, Armenia and Azerbaijan. He
is still working on Gaza and Ukraine but
I am confident he will end those as well.
Despite resistance he is also going to
make Portland and Chicago safe as well.
Someone said he would not go into a red
state. Well, he sent troops to Memphis.
That is leadership. It is nice to have a
real President running the White House
instead of an auto-pen.

T PIETTE
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

Michelle Murphy will be an asset to Killingly

To the Editor:

My mother and grandmother were
very involved in politics in the town of
North Smithfield. They both supported
the Democratic Party. I, myself, have
never been very interested in politics.
As time goes on, I realize there are
things I like and dislike about both par-
ties. I strongly believe that few things
in life are all black and white. I believe
much of life is grey. 1 feel politics
should be based more on supporting
policies and not parties.

I would like to endorse Michelle
Murphy (Shelly) as Killingly Town
Councillor at Large. I have lived in
Killingly for 11 years. My friend Shelly
is running for Killingly Town Councilor
at Large.

I will vote for Shelly not only because
she is my friend, but because she is pas-
sionate and capable in everything she
does. I believe in her.

I met Shelly after the loss of her
brother several years ago. Shelly and
her brother share many wonderful and
kindhearted qualities; both extremely
hard workers that would give you the
shirt off their backs and the last dollar
in their pocket without ever looking
for anything in return. Knowing the
Murphys has been a blessing in my life.

Shelly contributes so much of herself
to the things she believes in. Whether it
is her community, her church, her job,
the people she is close to, strangers and
stray animals alike. She is selfless in her
efforts to help in any way she possibly
can. She has this passion, because she
has had to work so hard to get where she
is in life, overcoming several obstacles
and hardships.

Shelly is one of the most authentic
people I have ever met. She wins peo-
ple over simply by being her true self.
Knowing Shelly as I do, I believe she can
offer support and knowledge that will
aid our community to maintain all that
is good, and help make the things that
are working well, work even better. She
has strong convictions, yet she is fair
and able to listen and view situations
from all different perspectives. She isn’t
running for office to impress anybody.
She is running because she wants to
help the community. I know that Shelly
will do what is ethically and morally
correct, regardless of the situation. I
know she will be an asset to the commu-
nity, in the same way that she is an asset
and a dear friend to me. This is why I
endorse Michelle Murphy (Shelly) for
Killingly Town Council at Large.

LORT BOURGAULT
DAYVILLE

Putnam’s future will be safe in Dave Coderre’s hands

To the Editor:

My name is Judy Rovero, and for
many years, I was proud to stand by
my late husband, Danny Rovero, as he
served the Town of Putnam as Mayor.
Danny dedicated his life to our town,
always looking for ways to move our
community forward. He was a lifelong
Democrat, and he believed deeply in
the values of our party.

But Danny also believed that good
ideas and strong leadership transcend
party lines. That is why I want to speak
to you today about a man my husband
respected and mentored: Dave Coderre.

Danny and Dave worked together
for years. They did not always agree
on every issue, but Danny saw in Dave
a dedicated, forward-thinking lead-
er with a true passion for our town’s
future. He trusted Dave’s judgement

and admired his ability to get things
done for the community. Danny often
spoke of Dave’s vision and his commit-
ment to building a better Putnam for
all of us.

I know in my heart that if Danny
were here today, he would be endorsing
Dave Coderre for Mayor. He would rec-
ognize that Dave has the same selfless
dedication and commitment to moving
Putnam forward that he did.

Today, I am proud to give my person-
al endorsement to Dave Coderre. He
has the experience, the vision and the
passion to lead our town. I ask you to
join me in supporting him and ensur-
ing that Putnam’s future is in the best
of hands.

Sincerely,

JUDY ROVERO
DAYVILLE

When does political spin become misrepresentation?

To the Editor:

When does political spin turn into
outright misrepresentation of facts?
In a recent communication to voters,
a Killingly BOE Republican member
claimed that bullying has increased
since “the Democrats took over.” That’s
a serious charge — but also a false one.
It’s a typical anti-public school scare tac-
tic from a faction that doesn’t support
quality public education.

Survey data from both students and
teachers comparing 2022 to 2025 show
no rise in bullying. In fact, the results
point to stable improved perceptions of
safety and respect in our schools. Facts,
it seems, are stubborn things.

Let’s also clear up the “Democrats took
over” myth. The current Killingly Board
of Education has five Republicans, three
Democrats, and one unaffiliated mem-
ber. The working majority is actually a
bipartisan coalition — one Republican,
one unaffiliated, and three Democrats
— who have been trying to focus on
real educational priorities rather than
national culture-war distractions.

That coalition deserves our contin-
ued support. They’ve shown that coop-
eration, not confrontation, gets things
done. By backing Susan Lannon,

Misty Murdock, Nelson King, and Kyle
Provencher, Killingly voters can help
keep the focus where it belongs — on
students, teachers, and the quality of
education in our town, not on political
grandstanding.

Our schools deserve leaders who care
more about students than slogans —
and who remember that local education
should be about learning, not ideology.

DaviD SmrTH
DANIELSON

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include
the author’s name, address, and a
daytime phone number for purposes
of verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the au-
thor’s name and the town in which
they reside will be published. Letters
submitted without all of the required
information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements
and decency standards, and any sub-
mission may be rejected at any time
for any reason he or she might deem
appropriate.

Are term limits really the solution?

To the Editor:

AsIread Mr. Ed DeLuca’s letter in the
Villager on Oct. 3, I was very impressed
with his first two paragraphs.

We all complain about our members
of Congress, yet we keep re-electing
them again and again. Mr. DeLuca calls
for term limits as the best solution,
but is it? There were no constitution-
al term limits on the president until
the 22nd amendment was ratified on
Feb. 27, 1951. It was the Republican
Party in Congress that pushed for this
amendment after Franklyn Delano
Roosevelt was elected to an unprec-
edented fourth term, a term that he
never got to complete due to his death
in office on April 12, 1945. His Vice
President, Harry Truman, assumed the
role of President, and then went on
to win reelection in 1948. The recent-
ly ratified 22nd Amendment prevented
him from running again in 1952. So for
20 years, the people chose to keep the
Roosevelt/Truman administrations.
The Republican Party took that power
away from the people in 1951, because
they did not want the people to be able
to keep electing the president of their
choosing. Of course, in ratifying the
22nd, they did not include term limits
for members of Congress, because that
would be like shooting themselves in
the foot.

So, why did we end up with 20 years of
the same administration? Well, among
other things, Roosevelt got us through
the great depression, gave us Social
Security, and after Dec. 7, 1941, when
the Japanese bombed our Naval Base at
Pearl Harbor, laid the framework to end
both the war in the South Pacific, and
the war in Europe. The people did not
wish to change ships, they were happy.

Many of ustoday want to see term lim-
its imposed on members of Congress.
But what we all forget is that the most
powerful term limit of all rests in the
hands of the American Voter. Every
two years we have the power to fire the
entire House of Representatives and
1/3 of the Senate. We choose not to. Do
we really want to take that choice away
from the voters? Mr. DeLuca does. To
implement term limits, is to remove the
choice of the people to elect their own
representatives. If
the majority of the
people want that,
they can push for
an amendment to
the constitution.

I would propose
a different solu-
tion. First, there
should be no pen-
sions for elected
officials, except
the President.
They can only have
Social  Security

and a personal retirement plan, similar
to a 401K. They can only contribute
to mutual funds, and cannot purchase
any individual stocks or bonds while in
office. Their health care plan ends with
the end of their service. They cannot
work as lobbyists until they have been
out of office for 12 years. This removes
many incentives to remain in office for
more than two or three terms. Then,
any incumbent protections, like access
to ballots, must be removed. We do
not have a democracy when we only
have two choices. Then, if they wish to
continue to serve, and the people want
them, then, like now, we end up with the
government we deserve.

But the irony in Mr. DeLuca’s letter
is, he does not mention the push by
Republican members of Congress to
work around the 22nd Amendment in
order to allow Donald Trump to run
for a third term, but would ban Barack
Obama from doing the same. Much like
in 1951, they want the game rigged in
their favor.

In Mr. DeLuca’s third paragraph, he
reverts back to the person I'm used
to reading. He displays some faulty
memory, or he only listened to a single
news source. There were many peo-
ple, both in congress, and on broadcast
media that complained about the mass
deportations in the Clinton and Obama
administrations, and not all from right
wing sources, but NPR and prominent
democrats. But another major differ-
ence is that Clinton and Obama did not
send masked marauders into cities, ele-
mentary schools, and churches. They
did not split up families. They did not
attempt to violate the 14th Amendment
to the Constitution. They did not deport
people to countries other than their
country of origin. They targeted spe-
cific individuals, using a scalpel, rather
than a cluster bomb to root out actual
criminal aliens. They did not just go
after people with dark tans who spoke
Spanish. There is a clear difference
between the two methodologies.

DAvVE CLARK
THOMPSON

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

+Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry  Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives esHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

POMERET

Experience Pomliret ai one ol
our Fall Open Houses.

Pomfret School invites you to visit us during one of
two Open Houses this fall. Tour campus, meet faculty
and students, and connect with an admissions officer.
Come see why Pomfret is consistently ranked one of
the best small schools in the country.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY
ADVANCED REGISTRATION REQUIRED

pomfret.org/open-house
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CT State Community College Quinebaug
Valley welcomes Dy. Mary Ellen fukoski

as new Campus President

DANIELSON — CT
State Community College
Quinebaug Valley is
pleased to introduce Dr.
Mary Ellen JukoskKi as its
new Campus President.
A highly respected lead-
er in higher education,
Dr. Jukoski brings a deep

commitment to student
success, academic excel-
lence, and community
engagement.

Dr. Jukoski served for
20 years as President of
Mitchell College in New
London. In 2014, she was
appointed President of

Three Rivers Community
College, where she cham-
pions student-centered
initiatives and academic
innovation. Under the
new CT State Community
College structure, she
will now lead both the
Quinebaug Valley and

Quinebaug Middle
College Magnet
High School student
named National Merit
Scholarship Program

Comm

ended Student

Courtesy

August (gus) Holdridge, a senior at EASTCONN’s Quinebaug Middle College Magnet High
School, with his Letter of Commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation

DANIELSON — A stu-
dent from Quinebaug
Middle College Magnet
High School has been
recognized as a National
Merit Scholarship
Program Commended
Student.

August (Gus)
Holdridge, a senior from
Taftville, earned this dis-
tinguished honor based
on his outstanding 2024
PSAT/NMSQT perfor-
mance, joining just 34,000
students nationwide
and only 709 students in
Connecticut to receive
this recognition. A
Letter of Commendation
from the school and
the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC), which con-
ducts the program, has
been presented to Gus by
QMC Principal Edward
Keleher.

“We are

says Keleher.

well-deserved honor.”
According to

NMSC,

strated

success.

incredibly
proud of Gus for earning
this prestigious recogni-
tion as a National Merit
Commended Student,”
“This
achievement is a testa-
ment to both his academic
dedication and the rigor-
ous, college-level curricu-
lum that defines the QMC
experience. Gus exempli-
fies the kind of scholar-
ly excellence our magnet
program is designed to
foster. Congratulations to
Gus and his family on this

the
Commended
Students have demon-
outstanding
potential for academic
Recognizing
their accomplishments,
as well as the key role
their schools play in their
academic development, is

vital to the advancement
of educational excellence
in the nation.

About Quinebaug
Middle College

Quinebaug Middle
College is a magnet

high school that pro-
vides students with an
innovative educational
experience combining
high school and college
coursework through part-
nerships with CT State
Community College -
Quinebaug Valley. Learn
more at www.eastconn.
org/qmc.

EASTCONN is a pub-
lic, non-profit Regional
Educational Service
Center that has been
serving the education
needs of northeastern
Connecticut>s schools
and communities since
1980. Learn more at www.
eastconn.org.

Courtesy

PUTNAM HISTORY MAKERS

The Aspinock Historical Society and the Putnam Rec department along with the Putnam
History Makers committee are celebrating a diverse group of history makers both living
or deceased, whose efforts have significantly benefited the Putnam area, directly or
indirectly, done in the spotlight or quietly behind the scenes.” “Putnam is built on the
contributions of remarkable people,” said committee member Mike Bogdanski. “This
is an opportunity to formally recognize the honorable service and positive impact that
has shaped our town’s character and future. We encourage everyone to think about the
people, past and present, who have truly made a difference. This prestigious awards cer-
emony will be held at the Putnam Elks club on Dec. 11. Doors open at 5 p.m. Appetizers
and music will be provided free but please register thru the Puthnam rec department
860.963-6811. Pictured, left to right, are Willie Bousqet, Mike Bogdanski, John Miller,
and Emily Barnes (James Frost not shown).

Three Rivers campus-
es, helping to deliver
high-quality, accessible
education that aligns
with regional workforce
and community needs.
Dr. Jukoski holds a
bachelor’s and a mas-
ter’'s degree in English
and education from the
College of St. Rose in
Albany, N.Y. She also
earned a master’s degree
in curriculum planning
and development from
SUNY Albany, and a
doctorate in higher edu-
cation curriculum and
instruction from the
University of Memphis.
Throughout her dis-
tinguished career, Dr.
Jukoski has received
numerous accolades,
including a WK. Kellogg
Foundation  National
Leadership Fellowship,
the William Crawford
Award, the Connecticut
Women in  Higher
Education Leadership
Award, and the Greater
New London NAACP
Education Award. Most
recently, in 2025, she was
honored with the CT State
Three Rivers Campus

Student  Government
Legacy Award, recogniz-
ing her exceptional ser-
vice and enduring impact
on students.

A passionate advo-
cate for community and
economic development,
President Jukoski has
served on the boards
of several organiza-
tions, including the
Eastern Connecticut
Workforce Investment
Board, Southeastern
Connecticut United
Way, Otis Library, The
Williams School, Yale-
Lawrence & Memorial
Hospital, and the
Chamber of Commerce
of Southeastern

Connecticut.

“I am delighted to
have the opportunity to
work with dedicated fac-
ulty, staff and students
at the Quinebaug Valley
campus,” Jukoski said.
“Creating synergies
between the Quinebaug
Valley and Three Rivers
campuses will enhance
both institutions. I look
forward getting to know
the people, businesses,
and organizations in
northeast Connecticut
who support the mission
of CT State Community
College.”

President Jukoski’s
student-centered
approach aligns with CT
State Quinebaug Valley’s
mission to provide acces-
sible, high-quality educa-
tion that meets the needs
of the region. Quinebaug
Valley will benefit from
our new President’s
expertise and the energy
she brings to campus.

Please join wus in
welcoming  President
Jukoski to CT State
Quinebaug Valley!

[.ocal student shines on
runway at New York

Fashion Week

WEBSTER — Carter
Meehan, a fifth-grade stu-
dent at St. James School,
is already turning heads
in the entertainment
world. The young actor
and model recently took
the spotlight at New York
Fashion Week, walk-
ing the runway in the

Rookie USA “RookieKids
Runway on Broadway”
fashion show.

Meehan was selected
to model for the debut
of 3Brand, the clothing
line founded by NFL
quarterback Russell
Wilson and recording art-
ist Ciara. The exclusive,

invite-only event drew a
star-studded audience,
including Wilson and
Ciara themselves, along
with celebrities such as
Busta Rhymes, Ice-T and
Coco Austin, Lil’ Kim,
Josh Hart, Adrienne
Bailon, JWoww,and
Dascha Polanco

This isn't Meehan’s
first time in the spotlight.
He has already built an
impressive résumé in
television, film, and
commercials. His work
includes the role of Kyle
in Season 14 of “Blue
Bloods,” as well as
appearances in “Dexter:
New Blood,” “Evil Lives
Here,” and the holiday
movie “A Royal Christmas
Holiday.” His commer-
cial portfolio includes
campaigns for Nerf, L.L.
Bean, and Transformers.

Next up, Meehan will
appear as Danny in the
upcoming holiday film ‘A
Royal Christmas Tail,”
set to premiere this
December on the Great
American Family
Channel.

With his growing list
of credits and high-pro-
file appearances, Carter
Meehan is quickly
becoming a young talent
to watch.

Greater Putnam Interfaith Council holds
International Peace Day celebration

Courtesy

Peace Day participants Rev. Yana Cruz-Pagan, Jim Stahr, Sr. Michele Bisaillon, Marge Guerin,
Sr. Bonnie Morrow, Diane Cooney, Rev. Ross Johnson, Pam Rosenlund, Cheryl Kapelner Champ
stand in front of the Peaced Pole.

PUTNAM — The
Greater Putnam Interfaith
Council and community
members recently gath-
ered at the Living Faith
United Methodist Church
to celebrate International
Peace Day.

A GPIC tradition for
more than 20 years, the
program featured mem-
bers of various faith
groups offering prayers,
readings and music.

This year the GPIC

Peace Pole was trans-
ferred from its most
recent location with the
Daughters of the Holy
Spirit to the Methodist
Church. Made by GPIC
member Steve Champ, the
pole has the words “May
Peace Prevail On Earth”
in eight languages repre-
senting local nationali-
ties. Through the years it
has been place in various
locations.

The program ended

with the singing of “Let
There Be Peace on Earth,”
followed by refreshments
and fellowship.

International Peace
Day was established in
1981 by the United Nations
General Assembly. Two
decades later, in 2001, it
was unanimously voted to
designate it as a period of
non-violence and cease-
fire. This year’s theme is
“Act Now for a Peaceful
World.”
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Nelghbors helpmg neighbors in Pomfret

FOOD
. DRIVE
SUPPORTS

TOWN OF
POMFRET

COMMUNITY
CENTER

TS o | MARKET _

POMFRET — For
the past five years, the
Pomfret Proprietors
Association has organized
and promoted a food drive
every first Saturday at
the Pomfret Community
Center. This food drive
supports the Pomfret
Community Market,
a food pantry run by
TEEG at our community
center. TEEG feeds about
45 families each month
from the Pomfret Market.
The PPA wishes to recog-
nize and thank the peo-
ple who donated food and
money and the volunteers
who donated their time
and thoughtfulness to
staff this effort for 2025.

From January to
October, more than 2,500
pounds of food and almost

Donahue Industries pledges $10,000 to

Northeast CT Education Foundation

in support of Advanced Manufacturing
Technology Center Fund

Courtesy

Director of the AMTC Steve LaPointe, Donahue Industries President Kyle Wojcik, CT State Community College Quinebaug
Valley Director of Institutional Advancement Monique Wolanin, Donahue Industries VP of Operations Joe Draleau, and
Donahue Industries team members Scott Macleod & Jennifer Rudzinski.

REGION — On
Tuesday, Sept. 16,
members of Donahue
Industries visited the
Advanced Manufacturing
Technology Center
(AMTC) at CT State
Community College
Quinebaug Valley. They
presented a check to the
Northeast CT Education
Foundation (NCEF) for
the AMTC Fund which

supports AMTC stu-
dents and the program at
Quinebaug Valley.

The story of how this
donation came to pass is
an excellent example of
how this region thrives
through collaboration
and connectivity. After
initially learning about

Donahue Industries
through an ad on WINY
Radio, AMTC Director
Steve LaPointe con-
tacted the company’s
President Kyle Wojcik
and VP of Operations Joe
Draleau to invite them for
a tour of the Center. Both
were impressed with the
facility and the programs
offered.

Donahue Industries
President Kyle
Wojcik commented on
what a valuable resource
the AMTC is to his busi-
ness and other manufac-
turers, noting, “When we
first visited the AMTC
at Quinebaug Valley, we
were blown away by how
amazing the facility is,

how professionally it is
run, and the fundamental
skills that students learn
during their training.
Knowing that an employ-
ee came from the AMTC
instills the confidence
that we are getting the
best candidate for the job,
someone who is prepared
and professional.” AMTC
Director Steve LaPointe
noted the importance of
partnerships between the
college and local manu-
facturers, “Connecting
the students we serve
with our business and
industry partners is cru-
cial to growing the pipe-
line of skilled employees
to benefit our communi-

ty”

The mission of the
Northeast CT Education
Foundation is to provide
scholarships and other
financial support to
residents of Northeast
Connecticut who want to
pursue higher education.
To learn more about the
NCEE visit www.nectedu-
cationfoundation.org. For
more information on how
to support local students
at CT State Community
College Quinebaug
Valley, please contact
Director of Institutional
Advancement Monique
C.K. Wolanin at (860) 932-
4174 or monique.wola-
nin@ctstate.edu.

$800 was donated for the
year so far. Your efforts
do make a difference in
the lives of your neigh-
bors in need. If you'd like
to donate food or money
to this monthly -effort,
please stop by Pomfret
Community Center (207
Mashamoquet Rd.) every
first Saturday from 9 to 11
a.m. Volunteers with greet
you in the parking lot.
~ January- 441.5
pounds and $170 -
Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices New
England Properties
~ February- 292.9
pounds - Pomfret School
Girls JV Squash Team
~ March- 301.2
pounds - Pomfret School
Pomfret Happiness
Project
~ April- 296.4 pounds -
Pomfret Recreation
Department
~ May- 103 pounds -
Pomfret Lions Club
~ June- 401.6
pounds and $245- Pomfret
Democratic Town
Committee
~ July- 238.2 pounds -
Pomfret School, Patrick
Woods Scholars
~ August - 226
pounds Weiss, Hale,
and Zahansky Strategic
Wealth Advisors
~ September - 21
pounds and $45 - The
Abington Social Library
Board
~ October - 187.50
pounds and $330 - Christ
Church Outreach
Committee
~ November - Rectory
School Community
Service Club (total not
available yet)
~ December - Vanilla
Bean & QC NEMBA (total
not available yet)

W i t h
Thanksgiving approach-
ing, specific needs include
instant mashed potatoes,
canned corn/peas/green
beans, cranberry sauce,
canned gravy, rolls, stuff-
ing, pies, and large-sized
beverages. They can
always use Toiletries,
paper products, and clean-
ing supplies. They do not
need clothing.

Another helpful neigh-
bor is The Pomfret School.
Their curriculum offers a
course called The History
of Food Insecurity. One
of the outcomes for the
course is the opportuni-
ty for students to plan for
and pack bags of food that
are delivered to 20 Pomfret
Community School fami-
lies each weekend. These
“Pomfret Power Packs”
have been supported
financially by the Pomfret
Proprietors over the years
with donations from Town
Wide Tag Sale profits.

If you are interested
in providing non-per-
ishables specifically for
Pomfret Power Packs,
please consider donating
24 of the same item. These
include pasta, cereal, pasta
sauce, fruit snacks, gra-
nola bars, pudding packs,
oranges, carrots, peanut
butter, jelly, or canned
protein. Please reach out
to Louisa Jones to coordi-
nate drop-off of these food
items at Pomfret School.

For more informa-
tion about the Pomfret
Proprietors Association,
see VisitPomfret.com. To
learn about the Pomfret
Community Market,
visit https://www.pom-
fretct.gov/home/pages/
food-pantry.

Pet Pals to
hold low cost
rabies clinic

DANIELSON — Pet Pals Northeast, a local animal
welfare organization, is holding a low cost rabies clin-
ic at the Quinebaug Valley Veterinary Hospital, Rt 12,
Danielson/Plainfield town line on Oct. 18 from 2 to 3
p.m. Cost is $15 cash per animal. Pre-registration and
appointment is required. No walk-ins, please.

For information, registration and appointment, con-

tact Pet Pals at 860-317-1720.

This is the last clinic until April.

POSITIVELY

continued from page A4

The message was clear:
the United States would
not just send ships; it
would send men, cross
deserts, storm walls, and
bleed on foreign ground
to defend its people and
principles.

This October 13th
marks the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States
Navy—born in uncertain-
ty, and defined by resolve.

From the shores of
Tripoli to every ocean
since, the US Navy, along
with the US Marine Corps
and the entire American

military, has stood as a
shield for freedom and a
symbol of courage. To all
who have served and con-
tinue to serve: Thank You.

Today, we face new
adversaries—One nation
with a fleet much larger
than our own. Once again,
we may be outnumbered,
but we will never be out-
matched.

Like Eaton before us,
we’ll rise to meet the chal-
lenge. May God bless the
USA!

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of Emmy
- Nominated A Separate
Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.

Community
Connection

\[orin

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides

of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org
chl Us on SOCICI| Medla ﬂ@

FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY!

‘Covmier JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!

We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Everyone has a story worth listening to

To the Editor:

So often now, we hear how
“divided” and “polarized” our pop-
ulation is over political differences
or candidates or office-holders. Now
that we are moving up toward local
elections, it has been refreshing in
my town of Thompson to notice that,
so far, the candidates have treated
each other with respect and friend-
liness on a personal level, while still
articulating where their positions
might differ I hope that contin-
ues until election day and beyond.
It might become a model for the
future, as more and more voters
realize the truth of what my Uncle
Arthur Terwilliger said during my
growing-up years: “We can disagree
without being disagreeable.” I am
so grateful that the adults around us
never allowed their differing opin-
ions or values to descend to the lev-
els we are now subject to daily, espe-
cially on the federal level.

How to explain to young people
who are just now learning about
voting and politics that polarization
and division not only are not nec-
essary to govern competently, but
that it is actually harmful to our
nation to have its political leader-
ship label and politicize everything?
So, what has been politicized? The
COVID pandemic; opinions of sing-
ers, artists and authors; whether or
not women and people targeted by
racism are worth as much as white
men; gun ownership; immunization
for infants; curricula in schools and
colleges; immigration law and pol-
icy; how the military and National
Guard should be used; sports teams;
the brand of car you drive; and other
opinions or supposed indications of
whether you are Right or Left.

There are actually people who
have assumed they know that I am a
“deranged leftist” because one opin-
ion I have posted online or maybe in
one of theseletters to the Editor lines
up with their idea of what all leftists
are like. In reality, I have found that
most of us are much more complex
than that, and that our beliefs are
much more likely based upon our
personal experience than on wheth-
er or not we agree with a political
figure or party. Life is not as simple
as black or white and nothing in
between.

So, how do you find out what
people truly believe or support? It
is simple, but all too often lost in
the chaos of talking over each other,
walking away from people around
whom you feel uncomfortable, tak-
ing offense at careless or ill-thought-
out wording, or conversations that
are loaded down with feelings.
Another quote from Uncle Arthur:
“The good Lord gave us two ears and
one mouth for a reason.” Listening

to each other can make all the differ-
ence in defusing polarization. I don’t
mean just not talking while someone
else is speaking. I mean truly listen-
ing and not reactively composing
your responses or arguments while
another person tells you their expe-
rience or opinions.

This can be very hard to do: give
your full attention to someone who
is spouting ideas that you cannot
abide or who is in the throes of
anger, frustration or confusion. To
truly show interest in what that per-
son has to say and let them complete
their thoughts, even to offer encour-
agement like: «and how did that
experience affect you?» «what kind
of help do you need with that?» «tell
me more about what that meant to
you.” or “I'm really glad that you
can tell me what your experience has
been.” We really can learn so much
from one another by listening. And I
have found that very often, when the
person is finished talking to an inter-
ested listener, you may then be asked
what your own experience or opin-
ion is. You know, like a respectful,
human conversation where people
can actually connect with each other.

I think it is possible for each
of us to decide what our own stan-
dards are for interactions with both
strangers and with people we know
have opinions or beliefs that do not
line up with our own. And if those
beliefs involve feelings of superiori-
ty or justification for cruelty to other
people, I have found that it usually
means there is something frighten-
ing or confusing, misunderstood or
just plain ugly in that persons past
experience. Words are not the same
as actions. Words have power, but
only if we allow them to. If some-
one hurts my feelings, I could just
tell myself that the person is having
a bad day and I look like a safe tar-
get. These are all difficulties that
we encounter in human relation-
ships. Because we are all human
and no one is perfect. (Except my
mother, of course. Oh, and maybe
Uncle Arthur.) But I think that it is
worth it to try and figure out how
to peacefully and respectfully inter-
act and talk with each other even
though media reports surround us
with invective, trash-talk and blatant
attempts to divide us for the benefit
of someone who does not care what
happens to us.

Suppose we all decided to just
get along with each other because
we have much more in common than
not? That everyone has a story worth
listening to? Agreement is not a
requirement. Maybe worth a try.

Respectfully,
CLAUDIA TERWILLIGER ALLEN
THOMPSON

Your support for our schools is appreciated

To the Editor:

On behalf of Woodstock Public
Schools,Iwould like to extend my sin-
cere gratitude to the community for
its ongoing support of our schools.
As your new Superintendent, it is
both my duty and privilege to com-
municate openly and frequently
with all Woodstock stakeholders and
community members.

It is essential that every resident,
whether you have students in our
schools or not, receives regular
updates on the direction, progress,
and priorities of Woodstock Public
Schools. To that end, I invite all
community members to sign up for
district communication using the
Woodstock Town Hall site: https://
www.woodstockct.gov/subscribe.
Enter your email. Then click in
the Board of Education box under
News or Announcements. This will
help taxpayers and residents stay
informed about important events,
school news, and opportunities for
involvement.

One such opportunity is the devel-
opment of a new district vision. The
voices of our entire community will
help shape this vision. I hope you
will participate in this process, and
I look forward to meeting with you.
Let’s find a time to connect! Whether
you’re a parent, grandparent, alum-
nus, business owner, elected official,
or concerned citizen, your input is
extremely valuable, and I want to
hear from you. I believe that, togeth-
er, we can truly reach our full poten-
tial.

As we strive for exceptional edu-
cational results, I recognize that
increased budgets must be paired
with greater accountability and
transparency. As a district, we are
committed to ensuring that every
dollar spent yields strong academ-
ic outcomes and is managed in a
responsible manner. This requires
clear expectations and open com-
munication. We need to share the
WPS story, highlighting and cele-
brating successes while acknowledg-
ing areas where we may have fallen
short. Trust, honesty, and transpar-
ency form the foundation of this
relationship, with a genuine com-
mitment to working together in the
best interest of our students and

community. I believe that a broad-
er perspective on school finance,
including how highly successful
school systems operate and their
associated costs can help illuminate
the district’s needs and the expens-
es involved. We should avoid blame
and focus on data and needs. My
role is not only to ask but also to
clearly explain our requests and
connect budget needs to a vision,
a goal, and a necessity. Therefore, I
am committed to working with our
Board of Education to develop a
strategic plan that aligns with our
vision and shared goals, guiding our
district’s budget decisions. I believe
this demonstrates transparency and
responsible stewardship.

In my brief time here, I have been
thoroughly impressed with every
member of the WPS staff I have
met, and I am confident that our
collaborative approach will bring
significant benefits and foster pride
within our community. At its core,
a high-quality education should cre-
ate opportunities and empower all
students to reach their hopes and
dreams. When the school district has
clear direction and vision, this road-
map for success will inspire confi-
dence and build a partnership where
our school’s success and our commu-
nity’s success are closely connected.
We have an amazing staff, incredible
students and families, an outstand-
ing Board of Education, and Boards
of Finance and Selectmen that care
deeply and work collaboratively to
support our Woodstock community.
Together, we can make this happen!

I believe that collaboration, active
listening, and building trust through
clear, honest, and multidirection-
al communication are essential.
Thank you again for supporting
Woodstock’s students and schools.
I hope you will continue to partner
with us as we take the next step
toward a new level of excellence in
our district. Thank you for the priv-
ilege of serving as Superintendent
of Woodstock Public Schools. I look
forward to working with you!

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Roche
Superintendent
Woodstock Public Schools

With my own eyes

I grew up in a fami-
ly that was very active
in church. As a toddler,
I heard the Bible sto-
ries. Preachers and
Missionaries routinely
shared stories that built
my faith. Whenever
someone in our family
got sick, we prayed for
healing. I was blessed
to grow up as a believ-
er. I had no doubt that
God could heal. Before I
ventured into high school
and college where people
began to express unbelief,
I thought it was normal to
believe that God healed. I
personally witnessed many
healings.

One of the most dramatic
healings I saw with my own
eyes as a teen, happened
on a Sunday night at our
church. A teenager that my
family routinely picked up
for church came to church
that night with a cast on
his ankle. I don’t remember
if he had broken or frac-
tured it, but it was in a
hard cast, and he hobbled
into church on crutches
that night. We had a pow-
erful move of God during
the service and his faith
was inspired. He began to
ask God to heal his foot.
Eventually he was so con-
fident that God had heard
his prayer that he removed
is cast and tenderly put his
foot down. Realizing that
God had done the healing
he had prayed for, he began
walking and then dancing
in the altar area. When we
took him home that night,
he was not using his crutch-
es.

But I also had a very dif-

ferent experience in those
growing up years. When I
was eight, something hap-
pened that jarred my young
faith. I had a friend who
was very close to my age
who attended our church
His name was Mitch and
he had diabetes. Mitch
had some diabetic compli-
cations and became sick.
I remember being told he
was very sick. So, when we
visited his home, I was not
allowed into his room. But
I heard my parents and his
as they gathered around
his bed and began calling
out to God for a miracle. I
expected their prayers to be
answered, but a few days
later my mother told me
that Mitch had died. That
was a lot to process.

So, which is it? “Does God
heal, or doesn’t He?” “Why
should we pray for heal-
ing?” Those are fair ques-
tions. Here are a few truths
that I keep in mind when
I am trying to understand
this topic:

God wants to heal and
told us to pray for healing.
If we never pray, no one
ever gets healed.

Believers are not naive.
We are not supposed to
hide our head in the sand
and pretend God will
make everything turn out

smooth.

BEYOND Believers should not
THE PEWS create a false narra-
e e o o o o o o fiveinorder to protect
BY BISHOP our faith. We sh01_11d
not make up stories
JOHN W. of healings that don’t

HANSON really happen.
ACTS II We don’t have to
MINISTRIES make excuses for God.

If he chooses not to
heal, he is still God.

The truth is that God
heals. The Bible tells us that
we are healed by His stripes
and we are encouraged to
ask for healing. Physical
healing was a huge part
of Jesus and the Disciples’
ministries. There are many
scriptures that bear that
out. Here are two:

Jesus saw the huge crowd
as he stepped from the boat,
and he had compassion on
them and healed their sick.
— Matthew 14:14

They begged him to let
the sick touch at least the
fringe of his robe, and all
who touched him were
healed. — Matthew 14:36

The Bible makes it clear
that God is the one who
decides whether or not we
are healed. It also teaches
that sickness and death are
not the worst things that
can happen to someone. But
it clearly demonstrates that
God is a healer, and that it
never hurts to ask. I've seen
it happen many times with
my own eyes!

Bishop John W. Hanson
oversees Acts II Ministries
in Thompson. For more
resources or sermon videos
please visit www.ActsII.org.

Lxecutives: How the Big Beautiful
Bill Act affects your compensation
and financial planning

The One Big Beautiful
Bill Act (OBBBA) has intro-
duced some of the most
meaningful changes to exec-
utive financial planning in
years. For high earners, it
brings larger tax savings,
new opportunities for equity
and benefits planning, and—
perhaps most importantly—
long-term stability in the tax
code. Here’s a closer look at
what this all means for exec-
utives and their financial
strategies.

Bigger tax savings for
executives

One of the most immedi-
ate benefits is the expansion
of the State and Local Tax
(SALT) deduction. The cap
has jumped from $10,000 to
$40,000 for households earn-
ing under $500,000. In high-
tax states like Connecticut,
New York, and California,
that can translate into $7,500
to $12,000 in annual savings.
For many executives, this
reduces effective tax rates
by two to three percentage
points—a meaningful bump
in take-home pay.

OBBBA also makes per-
manent several provisions
from the 2017 Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act, including lower
marginal tax rates for high
earners and the 20% deduc-
tion for qualified business
income. Together, these
changes provide a predict-
able tax environment that
executives can plan around
for the long haul.

Equity and deferred com-
pensation opportunities

That stability is especial-
ly important when it comes
to stock options, restricted
stock units, and deferred
compensation. With tax
rates now locked in, execu-
tives can confidently design
long-term strategies for
exercising options, diver-
sifying concentrated stock
positions, or scheduling
distributions from nonqual-
ified deferred compensation
plans. Extra cash flow from
the SALT deduction makes
it easier to fund these strat-

egies without straining
liquidity:.

More room for benefits
and perks

While OBBBA doesn’t
directly change the rules for
Health Savings Accounts,
the additional cash flow it
generates makes maxing
them out far more achiev-
able. HSAs continue to be
one of the most powerful
tools available, combining

upfront deductions

more robust multi-

with tax-free growth  FINANCIAL year financial
and withdrawals for plans—whether
medical expenses. Focus that’s for retire-
The rising cost « « « « « « « ment, education
of healthcare also  joNATHAN funding, business
makes  executive  paTTHEWS ~— €Xpansion, or char-
wellness benefits— itable goals.
such as physicals The One Big

and comprehensive pro-
grams—more valuable. And
with more cash available to
contribute, flexible spending
accounts can play a bigger
role too, with less worry
about the “use it or lose it”

rules.

Estate and succession
planning

For wealth transfer,

OBBBA's combination of
stable tax rates and high-
er after-tax cash flow opens
new doors. Executives can
pursue more consistent
annual gifting programs,
leverage grantor trust struc-
tures with greater confi-
dence, and strengthen char-
itable giving strategies.

Those with business
ownership or side ventures
should also pay attention
to how the Act affects suc-
cession planning. Buy-sell
agreement funding, insur-
ance strategies, and busi-
ness valuations may all shift
in light of the new environ-
ment.

Putting extra cash to work

For many executives, the
expanded SALT deduction
alone frees up thousands of
dollars a year. That money
can be put to work in a num-
ber of ways; maxing out
retirement contributions,
building stronger emer-
gency reserves, upgrading
insurance coverage, or accel-
erating debt repayment. The
key is to deploy it strate-
gically, rather than letting
it disappear into everyday
spending.

Geography also plays a
role. By making high-tax
states more financially com-
petitive, OBBBA may influ-
ence career mobility, reten-
tion decisions, and even real
estate planning.

Next steps

For immediate impact,
executives should consider
adjusting payroll withhold-
ing to capture SALT benefits
throughout the year, rather
than waiting for a refund.
Reviewing compensation
packages for restructuring
opportunities is also smart.
Looking further ahead, the
certainty OBBBA provides
makes it possible to build

Beautiful Bill Act gives exec-
utives a unique opportunity:
more cash flow, lower effec-
tive tax rates, and greater
certainty for the future. By
weaving these changes into
your tax, compensation, and
long-term financial strategy;
you can position yourself
for some of the strongest
wealth-building years of
your career.

At WHZ Strategic Wealth
Advisors, we're experienced
in executive financial plan-
ning that optimizes complex
compensation packages and
navigates evolving tax leg-
islation. Our “Plan Well.
Invest Well. Live Well.™”
process helps to ensure
you capture every available
opportunity while maintain-
ing focus on your long-term
financial objectives. Contact
us for a complimentary con-
sultation at whzwealth.com
or call (860) 928-2341 to learn
how we can help you turn
these legislative changes
into strategic advantages for
your financial future.

Authored by WHZ
Associate Vice President,
Wealth Advisor Jonathan
Mathews. AI may have been
used in the research and ini-
tial drafting of this piece.
Investments are subject to
risk, including the loss of
principal. Past performance
is no guarantee of future
results. Securities and advi-
sory services offered through
Commonwealth Financial
Network®, Member
FINRA/SIPC, a Registered
Investment Adviser. 697
Pomfret St., Pomfret Center,
CT 06259 and 392-A Merrow
Rd., Tolland, CT 06084,
860-928-2341. http://www.
whzwealth.com. These mate-
rials are general in nature
and do not address your
specific situation. For your
specific investment needs,
please discuss your indi-
vidual circumstances with
your financial advisor. WHZ
Strategic Wealth Advisors
does not provide tax or legal
advice, and nothing in the
accompanying pages should
be construed as specific tax
or legal advice.
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Mark Your Calendars:
Saturday, Nov. 1 at
1:30 p.m. the Killingly
Historical Society will
present “The Web They
Wove”; Women and their
Wardrobes during New
England’s Revolution by
Dirty Blue Shirts. There
will be a short business
meeting at 1:00 p.m. All
are welcome. 196 Main
St., Danielson, CT 06239.

Abolition and
Underground Railroad
in Northeastern
Connecticut. Saturday,
Oct.11, 1-2:30p.m. Putnam
Public Library. Margaret
Weaver, Killingly
Municipal Historian and
author of Perspectives
of Putnam will do a
PowerPoint presentation
that covers people and
sites from Canterbury to
Woodstock. Special focus
on Putnam’s Asa Cutler
and Killingly’s Henry
Hammond. There will be
time for discussion. This
is Walktober event #129.

Following the above
presentation, on
Saturday, Oct. 11 at about
2:45 p.m., Putnam’s
Municipal Historian Bill
Pearsall will do a com-
panion walk pointing
out several houses and
sites which were used
by the underground rail-
road in Putnam. This is
Walktober walk # 134.

The Killingly
Conservation
Commission will spon-
sor a walk at Cat Hollow
Park, 25 Cat Hollow Road,
Killingly (enter off Dog
Hill Road) on Sunday,
Oct. 12 from 1-3 p.m. View

Northeastern CT baseball notables

the 35 foot high
waterfall and bub-
bling Whetstone
Brook. Learn
about mill his-
tory and unique
plantings in the
park. Easy, hand-
icapped accessi-
ble, about 1 mi.

Dayville, will
sponsor a
Turkey Dinner
with fixings on
Saturday, Oct.
17 from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. $17.
($1 discount if
you bring an
item for the food

Those who wish I<ILLINGLY pantry). Roast
a longer hike can turkey, stuffing,
cross the bridge AT mashed pota-
to  moderately toes, gravy, but-
rough woodland. 300 ternut squash,
This is Walktober ® ° ° ° ° ° ®° cranberry
walk #138. MARGARET sauce, rolls, slice

Dennis Landis WEAVER of pie. Dine in
will present a or take out.
walk/talk entitled Social Whole Apple or Pumpkin

Ferment and the Old
Meeting House at the 1771
Unitarian Universalist
Meetinghouse, 7
Canterbury Rd.,
Brooklyn, from 3-4:30 p.m.
on Sunday, Oct. 12. Learn
about religious crises and
impassioned social move-
ments. Subjects include
Israel Putnam, Josiah
Whitney, Rev. Samuel J.
May, Bronson Alcott, and
Celia Burleigh. Find the
Unitarian Universalist
Society on Facebook.
This is Walktober walk
# 140.

DAR Book Discussion.
You do not have to belong
to the DAR to participate.
Killingly Public Library.
Friday, Oct. 17, 1-2 p.m.
“Rosa Parks, My Story”
will be discussed. Stop
at the library desk for a

copy of the book.
Support one of
Killingly’s Historic
Properties. Killingly
Grange #112, 801
Hartford Turnpike,

Pies $16 each. To reserve
a dinner, call Terry at
860-884-1813 or Penny
at 860-230-7367, or visit
them at www.facebook.
com/KillinglyGrange/
The Grange is collect-
ing non-perishable food
items for the food pantry.

Take me out to
the ball game. I'm a big
Red Sox fan but grew up
in Pennsylvania rooting
for the Phillies so now
that the Red Sox are out,
I guess I’ll root for them.
The Killingly Historical
Society has a photo of
the 1906 Killingly High
School baseball team.
Perhaps one of the play-
ers was your relative:
Warren A. Tanner;, pitch-
er; Robert T. Burns, first
base; Roy Keech, short-
stop; Sidney P. Marland,
right field; Henry A.
Marlor, center field; Ray
C. Smith, right field;
---Kenyon, second base;
Charles H. Byles, catcher;
Frederick H. Lawton, 3rd

base; Wallace M. Paine,
center field; Willl Bailey,
left field; Frank Gartland,
right field; M. Marlor, left
field.

Did you know
that there was a Major
League umpire who
came from Danielson,
Connecticut? If the
name Frank Dascoli
comes to mind, you are
right. He umpired at a
time when the National
and American Leagues
each had their own
umpires (no interleague
play). His first National
League game was on
July 4, 1948, and his final
game was on Aug. 9, 1961.
He umpired 2,056 major
league games, three
World Series, and two
All Star games. Dascoli
was born Dec. 26, 1913 in
Canterbury, Connecticut,
lived in Danielson, died
Aug. 11, 1990 and was
interred in Holy Cross
Cemetery in Danielson.
He was a 1931 gradu-
ate of Killingly High
School and was inducted
into the Killingly High
School Alumni Athletic
Association Hale of Fame
in 2015. (https://www.
baseball-almanac.com/
players/umpire.php?p=-
dascofr8s; findagrave).

Two major
league baseball players
also had connections to
Killingly High School:
Roger LaFrancois and
Bruce Boisclair. Roger
LaFrancois was born in
1956 in Norwich, and was
drafted by the Boston Red
Sox in 1977. “LaFrancois
was the catcher who

worked all 33 innings of
‘The Longest Game’ for
Pawtucket, the first 32
innings played on April 18
(and 19, since it ran until
4:07 a.m.) and resumed on
June 23. Pawtucket won,
3-2. LaFrancois was 2-for-
8in the game.” He caught
for the Boston Red Sox in
1982. Although his major
league career was brief,
he continued to play,
coach and manage base-
ball teams. Some may
remember when he was
at Killingly High School.
Roger spoke about his
career, After my playing
days’ he said, I had a long
career in coaching. I took
a couple of years off. I did
oneyear of teaching phys-
ical education at a high
school...He also did some
coaching and recruiting
work with the Cape Cod
League in 1986-87. ‘My
first [managing] job was
in 1988 with the Montreal
Expos, a short-season
club in Jamestown,
N.Y. We had a heck of a
team. I had four or five
guys on that team who
ended up playing in the
big leagues — Marquis
Grissom and Wilfredo
Cordero. That was my
introduction to [man-
aging in] pro ball and I
had a pretty good club.’
The team was 49-27...
Over the years, he has
also been involved in a
considerable number of
philanthropic and com-
munity organizations,
helping raise money for
the Special Olympics
and to help fight ALS,
and for 10 years he was a

committee member with
the Connecticut Sports
Foundation. For nearly 20
years, he was chairman
of a fundraising sports
auction for Day Kimball
Hospital, which raised
over $300,000 for pediat-
ric programs. His prima-
ry focus now will likely
revolve around a very
successful annual event
he runs. In 2003, he found-
ed the World Baseball and
Softball Coaches Clinics
at the Mohegan Sun
Resort in Connecticut,
which attracts more
than 2,000 coaches each
year.”” For more from
this nice write-up read
Bill Nowlin’s article at
https://sabr.org/bioproj/
person/roger-lafrancois/.

Bruce Boisclair
was another pro baseball
player with Killingly con-
nections. I've run out of
room to write about him
in this column so will
continue with him next
week.

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, October 2025.
For additional informa-
tion email me at mar-
garetmweaver@gmail.
com or visit the Killingly
Historical Center at 196
Main Street Danielson
Wednesday or Saturday
10 am.-4 pm. or call
860-779-7250. Like us at
Facebook www.facebook.
com/killinglyhistorical-
society

New support group offered for friends and family

PUTNAM NAMI
Windham County is
offering a new, in-person
support group for family,
partners, and friends of
people living with men-
tal illness. This is a peer-
led support group for
any adult with a loved
one who has experienced
symptoms of a mental
health condition. It is a
place to gain support and
insight from others who
face similar experiences.

This new Family
Support Group will
be held on the second
Monday of each month,
beginning Oct. 13, at 6:30
p.m. at the Hale YMCA
Teen Center, 9 Technology
Park Dr., Putnam.

NAMI Windham
County also offers an
online Family Support
Group, on Zoom, on the
last Tuesday of every
month. It is also pos-
sible to join the second
Monday support group at
the YMCA via zoom.

NAMI’s support groups
are free, confidential, and

of people living with mental illness

led by family members
of people with mental
health conditions. No
specific medical therapy
or treatment is endorsed.

By sharing experienc-
es in a safe setting, par-
ticipants can gain hope
and develop supportive
relationships. The group
allows participants’ voic-
es to be heard and pro-
vides an opportunity for
empathy, productive dis-
cussion and a sense of
community. You’ll benefit
from other’s experienc-
es, discover your inner
strength and empower
yourself by sharing your
own experiences in a
non-judgmental space.

People who have partic-
ipated in NAMI Family
Support Groups have
said:

“The most beneficial
thing for me was that I
am not alone. I found the
NAMI Family Support
Group at the time I really
needed it!”

“Using the [NAMI]
support group model is

Access hosts free home buying
workshop in Willimantic

WILLIMANTIC — Are you an aspiring homeowner?
The Access Housing Education and Counseling Center
(HECC) invites you to join our Homebuying Process
Workshop, presented by Sue Esposito, of the Home
Selling Team, on Wednesday, Oct. 15, from 56 p.m.
at Access Community Action Agency, 1315 Main St.,
Willimantic.

This exciting workshop is part of our popular
“Creating a Pathway to Homeownership” series—now
available in Willimantic! Whether you’re just starting
to dream about homeownership or you’re ready to take
the leap, this workshop will break down the mortgage
process in plain language so you can make informed,
confident decisions.

Is this workshop for you?

4 Buying a home is a dream you want to make real

7 You feel overwhelmed by all the mortgage info out
there

You want clear, practical guidance from an expert

Still wondering if it’s worth it? Listen to Carmen, a
past participant in the series:

“We’ve learned so much—from understanding the
steps to buying a first home, to practical advice on
managing debt and saving effectively. My son and I are
already putting into practice what we’ve learned and
remain hopeful and excited as we continue to move
closer to applying and purchasing our first home.”

Seats are limited—don’t miss this free opportunity
to get expert advice and take a giant step toward your
future.

To register, email Helen Scanlon, Program Manager
— HECC, at helen.scanlon@accessagency.org.

Access Community Action Agency is designated by
the federal and state government as the anti-poverty
agency for northeastern Connecticut. We are commit-
ted to providing food, affordable housing, job readiness
services, and other pathways to economic self-reliance
for vulnerable, limited-income families and individu-
als throughout the region.

so essential to the suc-
cess of our family sup-
port groups. As a group,
the collective wisdom
covered a lot of possibil-

ities.”

“I felt I received con-
structive, practical and
helpful information from
group members.”

For more informa-
tion about these support
groups, call 860-821-3543,
or email info@namiwind-
hamct.org.

NAMI Windham
County is an affiliate of
the National Alliance on
Mental Illness.

Poet Laureate of Bristol
to read at Vanilla Bean Café

Tom Lagasse

POMFRET — Poets at
Large will present the
Poet Laureate of Bristol,
Tom Lagasse, on Oct. 25
at 7 pm. at the Vanilla
Bean Café, 450 Deerfield
Rd., Pomfret.

Lagasse, a native of
Bristol, was selected to
be the town’s poet laure-
ate following his recog-

nition as an Edwin Way
Teale Artist in Residence
last year, a tribute to his
nature poetry. Lagasse’s
poetry spans his inter-
ests in current events,
nature, relationships and
baseball. His poem “Open
Field” was honored by the
National Baseball Poetry
Festival in 2024 and his
poem “My Mother the
Shortstop” won the 2025
E. Ethelbert Miller Prize.
Tom writes a monthly
“Creativity” column for
The Bristol Edition. He
currently runs an Open
Mic at the Creative Jam
Art Co.

Reading with him
will be Karen Warinsky,
awarded poet and the
coordinator of Poets at
Large, a group of region-
al poets who perform

in Massachusetts and
Connecticut. Warinsky
has published poetry
widely since 2011. She is
the author of four collec-
tions: “Gold in Autumn”

(2020) and “Sunrise
Ruby” (2022 Human
Error Publishing),

“Dining with War” (2023
Alien Buddha Press)
and “Beauty & Ashes”
(Kelsay Books, 2025).
Her poem “Mirage” won
first place in the 2024
Ekphrastic Poetry Trust,
“Little League Moms”
was selected as a winner
by the National Baseball
Poetry Festival in 2024,
and she was made a Best
of the Net nominee in
2023. Warinsky is also
a former finalist of the
Montreal International
Poetry Contest. Find out

more at:

https://karenwarin-
skypoetry.wordpress.
com.

Poets at Large is now
in its sixth year. PAL and
is a part of Windham
Arts. All events are ADA
compliant. Admission to
all Vanilla Bean events
is $15, which includes a
raffle. All Poets at Large
events are sponsored
in part by Linemaster
Switch, bankHometown,
WHZ Financial Advisors,
the Putnam Area
Foundation and Charter
Oak FCU. Contact karen.
warinsky@gmail.com to
sign up for the open mic
which is recommended
for ages 18 and up and
has a five-minute max as
time allows

Access Community Action Agency offers
free employment service workshops in October

WILLIMANTIC
Looking for a job but not
sure where to start? Need
help building a resume,
navigating online
employment platforms,
or sharpening your
interview skills? Access
Community Action
Agency has you covered!

This October, the
Access Employment

Services team is hosting
a series of free, interac-
tive workshops to help
job seekers gain the tools
and confidence they need
to succeed in today’s com-
petitive job market.
Workshop Dates:
Monday, Oct. 20
eMonday, Oct. 27
Time: 10 - 11 a.m.
Location: Willimantic

Public Library, 905 Main
St., Willimantic

Participants will learn:

eHow to create and
update a resume that
stands out

eHow to upload appli-
cations to employment
platforms

ePractical tips to ace
job interviews

eGuidance on manag-

Historic New England presents annual Fine
Arts and Crafts Festival at Roseland Cottage

WOODSTOCK — Roseland Cottage holds its Forty-third annual Fine Arts and
Crafts Festival on Saturday, Oct. 18 and Sunday, Oct. 19 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The festival is one of the leading juried fine arts and crafts shows in New
England, showcasing more than 150 artisans and their wares. Craft lovers are
invited to view handcrafted jewelry, glass, photography, pottery, paintings, clothing,

metalwork, and much more.

First floor tours of Roseland Cottage will be available. On Sunday, bouquets from
Roseland Cottage’s historic garden will be given away. In addition to our historic
parterre garden, guests are invited to visit our new native species pollinator gar-
den, where master gardeners will be on hand to answer your questions.

The festival is a wonderful weekend outing to shop, sight-see, and enjoy a fall
weekend in the beautiful Quiet Corner of Northeastern Connecticut. Daily activi-
ties also include live music, children’s activities, and food concessions.

Admission for adults is $5. Historic New England members and children under
twelve are free. Parking is free. The event is held rain or shine. For more informa-
tion, call 860-928-4074 or 617-994-5924.

ing finances while job
searching

“These workshops are
designed to empower job
seekers with the skills
and confidence they need
to take the next step in
their career journey,”
said Maria Lolin Rivera,
Program Contact.

For more information,
call Maria Lolin Rivera
at 860-450-7400, ext. 7433.
Don’t miss this chance
to boost your job search
skills—space is limited,
so register today!

Access Community
Action Agency is des-
ignated by the federal
and state government as
the anti-poverty agen-
cy for northeastern
Connecticut. We are com-
mitted to providing food,
affordable housing, job
readiness services, and
other pathways to eco-
nomic self-reliance for
vulnerable, limited-in-
come families and indi-
viduals throughout the
region.
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Football

Killingly improved to
4-0 (2-0) with a 62-6 win
at New London (1-3, 0-1)
Friday night in a ECC
Division 1 Game. From
the opening whistle,
Killingly imposed its
will. Quarterback Quinn
Sumner (#7) orchestrat-
ed a high-powered aerial
attack, completing 4 of
7 passes for 207 yards

and three touchdowns.
His deep connections
to Aiden Lamotte (65
yards), Hunter Allard
(61 yards), and Payton
Wallace (64 yards) set the
tone early, propelling the
Trailblazers to a 35-6 lead
by the end of the first
quarter.

Hayden Allard rushed
for 111 yards and two
touchdowns on 12 carries

SPORTS
Kzllzgly High School Sports Wrap-Up

and added 2 Interceptions
including a 77-yard
interception return for
a touchdown. Hunter
Allard turned in a sensa-
tional all-around perfor-
mance with a receiving
touchdown and a 38-yard
interception return for a
touchdown.

Killingly’s defense was
relentless, forcing five
turnovers and recording

multiple sacks and tack-
les for loss. Standouts
included Kaiden Guertin
and Ryan Webster, each
with a sack and tackle for
a loss, and Joseph Gould,
who forced a fumble.

The Trailblazers have
a bye this week before
returning home to face
defending Class MM
State Champions Masuk
High School.

Girls Soccer

Killingly hosted
Griswold on Wednesday
afternoon, Oct. 1, and
wasted no time getting on
the board—Nina Purcell
found the back of the
net just seven minutes
in, assisted by Adalyn
Malarkey. Griswold
responded with 16 min-
utes remaining in the
first half, capitalizing on
a free kick to even the
score.

But Killingly wasn’t
done. With just 20 sec-
onds left before halftime,
Malarkey struck again,
with the go-ahead goal off
a deflection. That score
held through the second
half, sealing a 2-1 victory
for the home team.

The team host-
ed Lyman Memorial
Saturday morning, Oct.
4, and put on an offen-
sive showcase, securing a
huge win and improving
their record to 7-2-2!

The scoring started
just four minutes in with
Adalyn Malarkey off
a beautiful pass from

Gracie Pekarovic-West.
Gracie then scored her
own goal assisted by
Nina Purcell, who then
netted one herself, assist-
ed by Adalyn! Kezlee
Morrarty finished the
half’s scoring, heading
in a corner kick from
Gracie.

In the second half
Ashley Boudreau scored
herfirstgoal of theseason,
Adalyn Malarkey added
another from a pass by
Layala Raymond, and
Kate Crowley stepped
up to finish the day with
her first varsity goal on a
penalty Kick!

Final Score: Killingly 7,
Lyman Memorial 1

Volleyball

The Killingly
Volleyball team hosted
Ledyard High School on
Wednesday, Oct. 1.

The New Player record
fell to 4-4, losing to
Ledyard 0 sets to 2, 17-25,
14-25.

The JV record fell to
10-3, losing to Ledyard 0
sets to 2, 2527, 24-26.

Killingly 0, Ledyard 3

Killingly 9-4

Ledyard 12-1

15-25, 21-25, 11-25

The Varsity record fell
to 9-4, losing to Ledyard
0 sets to 30, 15-25, 21-25,
11-25.

The team traveled to
New London High School
on Saturday, Oct. 4.

The JV record rose
to 11-3, defeating New
London 2 sets to 0, 25-17,
25-18. Emily Zadora
had 3 digs; Evangelina
Stockwell had 2 aces, 2
kills; Lillian had 3 assists;
Lyla Rondeauhad 7 digs, 5
aces, 2 kills; Haille James
had 3 Kkills, 6 assists;
Anna Kelly had 3 aces;
Ellsie Antobenedetto had
3 aces; and Zoey Edwards
had 5 aces, 5 Kills to lead
Killingly:

Killingly
London 2

Killingly 104

New London 6-8

24-26, 25-10, 25-23, 20-25,
15-8

3, New

The Varsity record rose
to 10-4, defeating New
London 3 sets to 2, 24-26,
25-10, 25-23, 20-25, 15-8.
Kalynn Dombkowski had
10 assists; Lyla Rondeau
had 7 digs, 10 aces, 3
kills, 3 assists; Kayla
Drinkwater had 4 digs,
3 aces, 12 Kills; Kendall
Rosen had 6 Kills; Jaliyah
Blair had 3 blocks, 4 aces,
3 kills; Shyah Baker had
3 digs, 4 aces, 9 Kills, 14
assists; Jayden Durand
had 3 digs, 4 aces, 8 kills
and Zoey Edwards had 2
kills to lead Killingly.

Killingly was next
scheduled to travel to
Wheeler High School
after this week’s press
deadline on Wednesday.

The Week in Sports at Woodstock Academy

Girls Cross-Country

East Lyme 23

Woodstock 37

The Centaurs took first
place but the Vikings
answered when they took
the fifth through eighth
spots to guarantee them-
selves the win on the
road at the Woodstock
Fairgrounds.

Woodstock Academy
freshman Emelia
Langevin crossed the line
first for a second straight
time on her home course
as she finished in 21 min-
utes.

Anna Konon was 18
seconds behind the win-
ner for the Vikings (4-0,
3-0 Eastern Connecticut
Conference Division I)
with Rachel Quadrato in
third.

Olivia Tracy snuck
into the fourth-place spot
for Woodstock Academy
(2-2,2-1) before the Vikings
shut the door, taking the
next four spots.

Boys Cross Country

East Lyme 21

Woodstock Academy 35

The Vikings left little
doubt in this meet at the
Woodstock Fairgrounds
as Sam Leone, Jack
Faitsch and Joey Papalia
finished 1-2-3 for the
automatic win for East
Lyme (5-0, 3-0 Eastern
Connecticut Conference
Division I).

Sam Greene led the
Centaurs (3-1, 2-1) with a
fourth-place finish and
Lucas Hecker was fifth.

Boys Soccer

East Lyme 2
Woodstock Academy 0
The Centaurs hung in
against the undefeated
Vikings (9-0) in the first
half but gave up a pair of
second half goals in their
only match of the week.
East Lyme scored with
23 minutes left in regu-
lation and then added
another four minutes
later on a penalty Kkick to
provide the winning mar-
gin against Woodstock

Academy (3-3-3).
Woodstock Academy 1
Coventry 1
The Centaurs (3-3-

4) established a one-
goal lead when Matt
Johndrow scored off a
Zach Armbruster assist

just 16 minutes into the
contest.

But the Patriots tied the
match with five minutes
left on a penalty Kkick.

Girls Volleyball

Woodstock Academy 3

Waterford 0

The outside hitters
played well both offen-
sively and defensively
for the Centaurs (104,
5-1 Eastern Connecticut
Conference Division I)
who reached double dig-
its in the win column,
winning in straight sets
25-23, 25-19, 27-25.

Kaylee Bundy had 12
kills and 14 digs while
fellow outside hitter
Kennedy McCooey added
7 kills and 13 digs.

Lily Morgis added 26
assists in the win for
the Centaurs over the
Lancers (6-5, 1-4).

East Lyme 3
Woodstock Academy 0
EAST LYME - The

tables were turned inside
the East Lyme gym as
the Vikings (13-1, 7-0
ECC Division I) shutout
the Centaurs in a Dig
Pink match to clinch the
Division I regular season
title.

East Lyme downed
Woodstock Academy (10-
5. 5-2) in straight sets,
25-12, 25-21, 25-15.

Kaylee Bundy led the
Centaurs in Kkills with
nine and digs with eight.
Kennedy McCooey added
eight kills while Lily
Morgis had 18 assists and
five service points.

Girls Soccer

Stonington 2

Woodstock Academy 0

The Bears improved
to 4-2-3 overall and 4-2-1
in Eastern Connecticut
Conference Division I
play with the shutout vic-
tory.

Ellary Sampson made
seven saves in net in the
loss for the Centaurs (1-7-
3, 1-3-3).

Woodstock Academy 2

East Lyme 0

The Centaurs picked
up a desperately needed
victory as they shutout
the Vikings in the Terri
Brodeur Think Pink
match at East Lyme.

Senior Kaylee Saucier
scored her first goal of
the season for Woodstock
Academy (2-7-3, 2-3-3
Eastern  Connecticut
Conference Division I)
just 11 minutes into the
match from outside the 18
off a corner from Avery
Danis.

Sophomore Gia
Baldyga followed with
her second goal of the
season with 2 % min-
utes left in the first half
off a pass from Harper
Simoneau to drop the
Vikings to 2-6-3 overall
and 2-5-1 in the division.

Woodstock Academy 2

Montville 0

It was a productive
night under the lights
for the Centaurs who
improved to 3-7-3 with
their second consecutive
win thanks to a pair of
second half goals.

Freshman Lily

Gregorzek scored with 26
minutes left in regulation
off an assist from Avery
Danis.

Harper Simonau then
added a goal with help
from Elise Coyle four
minutes later to account
for the final.

Woodstock Women’s Golf League

celebrates 32

years with

first tournament at Roseland Park

WOODSTOCK — The

Tuesday morning
Woodstock Women’s Golf
League has been teeing
off together for 32 years,
and this season they
decided it was time to
give back to the course
they’ve called home for
so long. To celebrate, the
League hosted its very
first golf tournament on
Sunday, Sept. 28 at the
Woodstock Golf Course
at Roseland Park.

The weather couldn’t
have been better as ten
teams hit the course
in a scramble format.
Friendly competition,

lots of laughs, and great
golf were the themes of
the day.

Taking home 1st
Place were John Aitken,
Connor Liebscher,

Cameron Seiffert, and
Clara Siegmund with
a fantastic score of 28
that included an Eagle
on the 9th Hole. In 2nd
Place, Michelle Andrews,
Danielle Villella, Chi Vo,
and Katie Werth finished
strong with a 31, while
the 3rd Place Team of
Colleen Canty, Lindsey
Canty, Moira Christy, and
Karen Dion also posted
a 3l.

There were also special
contests along the way:

Closest to the Pin on
The Ravine Hole #T7:
Women’s — Moira Christy;
Men’s — Cameron Seiffert

Longest Drive on Long
Tom Hole #8: Women’s
— Colleen Canty; Men’s —
Connor Liebscher

After the round, golfers
gathered in the clubhouse
for a light lunch and plen-
ty of storytelling. The
afternoon wrapped up
with smiles, camarade-
rie, and a shared appre-
ciation for the course
and the League that

has brought famlly and
friends together for over
three decades.

The League looks for-
ward to many more
years on the fairways at
Woodstock Golf Course
at Roseland Park and to
making this new tourna-
ment an annual tradition.

For more information
about the Woodstock
Women’s Golf League,
please email Margret
Young at youngmarga-
ret421@gmail.com.
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CHIEF

continued from page Al

operations, and fostered
the next generation of
firefighters. His commit-
ment and dedication have
left a lasting impact, and
we thank him sincerely
for his contributions.”
The Borough Council
will begin the search for
a permanent Fire Chief
following the approv-
al of a new job descrip-
tion at its next meeting
on Oct. 15. In the mean-
time, the Danielson Fire

Department remains fully
committed to protecting
the community and con-
tinuing its tradition of
professional service.

The Danielson Fire
Department serves the
Borough of Danielson
and surrounding areas
with professional fire pro-
tection, rescue services,
and community safety
programs. The depart-
ment is dedicated to safe-
guarding lives and prop-
erty through teamwork,
training, and a strong
commitment to the com-
munity.

Located in the Town of
Killingly, the Borough of
Danielson is a historic
and close-knit community
known for its strong civic
spirit and commitment
to public service. As the
center of commerce and
culture for the surround-
ing area, the Borough
takes pride in its heritage
while continuing to fos-
ter growth, safety, and a
high quality of life for res-
idents and visitors alike.
For more information fol-
low us on Facebook.

RIDE

continued from page Al

spending two solid hours
testing their endurance
while a group of roughly
20 bicyclists took to the
streets for a 30-mile ride
of their own through
Putnam. The day also
included a youth fun
run organized through
a partnership with
Northeast Opportunities
for Wellness.

Hale YMCA Wellness
Director Cindy Nowlan
explained the Livestrong
initiative is a 12-week
program for cancer sur-
vivors and those current-
ly fighting cancer to put
a focus on their health
and wellbeing. Many con-
tinue their involvement
with the YMCA beyond

the course finding a sense
of community among
their fellow survivors and
fighters and the many
patrons of the center.

“It’s that connection
with other people that
are going through the
same thing that’s so
important,” Nowlan said.
“Today we have a lot of
our survivors out here
riding and volunteering.
We have signs up so peo-
ple can read all of their
stories. It is the most ful-
filling program we can
possibly offer.”

Jennifer Looney,
Executive Director of the
Hale YMCA, explained
that while the Ride for
Wellness is very fitness
focused, the mission goes
well beyond just riding
bikes for a cause.

“It’s about the fitness
community coming
together to help folks
going through cancer
treatment or who have
finished their treatment
get stronger and helping
them create a circle of
community around one
another so they have the
support they need moving
forward,” said Looney.

In its early years, the
Ride for Wellness brought
in $20,000 annually for
Livestrong. Last year
the day toped $40,000.
Looney said their goal
for 2025 was $35,000.
The final financial tally
was unavailable for this
story. Those interested in
learning more about the
Livestrong program can
visit ghymeca.org/health-
and-fitness/livestrong.

Veterans of Livestrong at the Hale YMCA (dressed in yellow) volunteered for the Ride for
Wellness challenge that helps fund the program. Also picture (right) is Hale YMCA Wellness
Director Cindy Nowlan.

Heidi Clyne named to Dean’s List at
University of Maryland Global Campus

ADELPHI, Md. — Heidi Clyne of Woodstock was named to the Dean’s List for the
summer 2025 term at University of Maryland Global Campus. To be eligible for the
honor, a student must complete at least six credits during the term, earned a grade
point average of at least 3.5 for the term, and maintained a cumulative GPA of 3.5

at UMGC.

University of Maryland Global Campus was founded more than 75 years ago
specifically to serve the higher education needs of working adults and military ser-
vicemembers. Today, UMGC is the largest provider of postsecondary education in
Maryland and continues its global tradition with online and hybrid courses, more
than 175 classroom and service locations worldwide, and more than 135 degrees
and certificates backed by the reputation of a state university and the University
System of Maryland. For more information, visit umgc.edu.

Trimity Episcopal Church holding Fall Festival Saturday

BROOKLYN — Trinity Episcopal Church invites you to their Fall Festival
Saturday, Oct. 11 on the church grounds at 7 Providence Rd., Brooklyn (intersection
of Routes 6 and 169.) There will be food, music, vendors, face painting and fun! Cash
and Venmo accepted at http://www.trinityepiscopalchurchbrooklyn.org. Sunday
services at 10 a.m., also on Facebook.

New Al-Anon meeting in Pomfret

POMFRET — The recently formed Together We Can Do It Al-Anon Family Group
is meeting at Christ Church in Pomfret (Route 169) on Tuesdays at noon. Enter the
lower level through the door by the flagpole in the pollinator garden. This is an open
meeting, meaning not only family and friends of people suffering from the effects
of addiction are welcome, but also professionals who may have clients they would
like to recommend attend the meetings.

Al-Anon is a worldwide program for people just like you, who are worried about
someone with a drinking problem. This Pomfret group will also welcome folks con-
cerned about someone suffering from drug addiction.

Utilizing the 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous, the group will discuss the Steps,
Concepts, and Traditions as well as offer support for your specific situation. No
advice is given; understanding and support in a confidential setting are the largest
benefits of membership in the group.

For more information about Al-Anon, visit www.al-anon.org. For information
about the meeting in Pomfret, call 203-561-7954.

OBITUARIES

Rollande “Jackie” Ritha (Flagg) Croteau

June

Woodstock
Rollande “Jackie”
Ritha(Flagg) Croteau
of Woodstock CT
passed away peace-
fully on September
| 28th at the age of
98. She was born in
Putnam to Louis and
Eva (Viens) Flagg.
She attended St Mary’s grade school.
“Jackie” married the love of her life
Arthur J Croteau on March 14, 1946,
and raised their family in Woodstock.
Her husband of 55 years passed away
in 2001; however, Rollande remained in
their beautiful home on Harrisville Rd
for over 75 years until her passing.

She worked in the Woodstock school
system in the 1970’s as a “cafeteria
lady” where she formed many friend-
ships that lasted throughout the years.
Her bowling days became very special
as all the members of the team grew to
love her. She had a talent for creating
beautiful custom greeting cards on spe-
cial occasions for family and friends.

Rollande was predeceased by her par-
ents, Louis and Eva Flagg; brothers
Louis Jr, Richard and Donald Flagg;
sisters Gertrude Paquette, Dorothy
Maheu, Dorina Foden and dJuliette
Kruzel. Two siblings, Jean and Blanche
Flagg died in infancy.

Family was always the focal point of

7, 1927 - September 28, 2025

her life. She had a beautiful soul and
was a thoughtful, loving, and caring
wife, mother, grandmother and great
grandmother. She was also a special
sister, aunt and friend to anyone who
had the pleasure of being in her com-
pany.

Rollande leaves behind a son, 3
daughters and their spouses; Glenn
and Carolyn Croteau of The Villages,
FL; Lynne Bergeron and Rene Morin of
Thompson, CT; Sandra Blanchette of
Thompson, CT; and Kristen and Robert
Willis of Eastford, CT. She also leaves
a sister Germaine Beck; 12 grandchil-
dren; 26 great grandchildren; several
nieces and nephews, and a legacy like
no other. She was a true matriarch.

A funeral mass will be held at St
Mary’s Church, 218 Providence St,
Putnam, CT on Saturday, October 25th
at 12 noon. A graveside service will
follow at St Mary’s cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made in her
honor to the Day Kimball Healthcare
Foundation/DKH Hospital Fund. The
family extends their heartfelt thanks
to the staff at DKH and all caregiv-
ers who demonstrated care and com-
passion when attending to her needs.
She will be greatly missed by all who
knew her. May she rest in peace.
For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com

Robert “Bob” Dragon, §1

Robert “Bob”
Dragon, 81, of
Dayville, Connecticut,
passed away peace-
fully on Friday,
October 3, 2025,
at UMass Medical
Center in Worcester,
=l Massachusetts, sur-

rounded by his loving
family. Calling hours will be held at The
Tillinghast Funeral Home, 433 Main
Street, Danielson, CT, from 9:00 to 10:30
a.m. on Saturday, October 11, 2025. A
Memorial Mass of Christian Burial
will follow at 11:00 a.m. at St. James

Church, 12 Franklin Street, Danielson,
with burial immediately afterward at
Holy Cross Cemetery, 371 Maple Street,
Danielson. In lieu of flowers, those who
wish may make a donation In Memory
of Michael A. Dragon for Ewing’s
Sarcoma Research to the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute, Attn: Contribution
Services, 10 Brookline Place West,
Brookline, MA 02445 https://danafar-
ber.jimmyfund.org/site/Donation2?df_
1d=2100&mfc_pref=T'&2100.donation=-
forml, or to the Father John O’Neill
Memorial Fund at St. James Church, 12
Franklin Street, Danielson, CT 06239.
tillinghastfh.com

Send all obituary notices to A

Villager Newspapers, PO Box 90, ~ *+ |

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-z@ié' |
to obits@stonebridgepress.news
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Funeral Homes and Crematory
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“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

“A century of dedication, compassion and guidance.”

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

Robert J Dumaine (25-00381)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated, ordered that all claims must
be presented to the fiduciary at the
address below. Failure to promptly
present any such claim may result in
the loss of rights to recover on such
claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Elizabeth M Dumaine, 9 Sunshine
Terrace, Thompson, CT 06277
October 10, 2025

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

Hope K Fitz (25-00350)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated September 30, 2025, ordered
that all claims must be presented to
the fiduciary at the address below.
Failure to promptly present any such

claim may result in the loss of rights to
recover on such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Denise A Villefort
c/o WILLIAM J MONTY, LAW OFFICE
W MONTY, 930 ROUTE 169,, P.O.
BOX 266, WOODSTOCK, CT 06281
October 10, 2025

TOWN OF KILLINGLY/BOROUGH
OF DANIELSON/SOUTH KILLINGY
FIRE DISTRICT TAX COLLECTORS

LEGAL NOTICE

Payments will be received in the
Revenue Office, 172 Main Street
Killingly CT 06239, as follows: Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday 8:00-4:30pm,
Tuesday 8:00-5:30pm, and Friday
8-11:30am. Also by mail, online, or in
our drop box.

The second quarter installment of
taxes for real estate and personal
property becomes due on October 1,
2025 and becomes delinquent after
November 3, 2025 and subject to
interest from the due date. Interest
will be charged at the rate of 1.5% per

month with a minimum interest charge
of $2.00.

Please visit our website for full details
and online payments www.killinglyct.
gov.

April Lamothe, CCMC

Revenue Collector

Town of Killingly

September 26, 2025

October 10, 2025

October 24, 2025

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

Matthew White (25-00376)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated September 24, 2025, ordered
that all claims must be presented to
the fiduciary at the address below.
Failure to promptly present any such
claim may result in the loss of rights to
recover on such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Melissa Weagle
c¢/o MARK R BROUILLARD, ST

ONGE & BROUILLARD,
50 ROUTE 171,
WOODSTOCK, CT 06281
October 10, 2025

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Rosalyn A Bullock (25-00382)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated September 30, 2025, ordered
that all claims must be presented to
the fiduciary at the address below.
Failure to promptly present any such
claim may result in the loss of rights to
recover on such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Joshua Bullock
c/o THOMAS A BORNER, BORNER
SMITH ALEMAN HERZOG &
CERRONE,LLC,
155 PROVIDENCE
STREET, PO BOX 166,
PUTNAM, CT 06260
October 10, 2025
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Superior Products. Exceptional Service!

SIIVANASIAIRE

31 DAY SALE
SINIRVESE

WINDOWS
& DOORS

Renewal by Andersen are your local experts at providing
affordable solutions to your window and door problems.

Book your consultation today:

959-456-0067

It costs nothing to meet with us,
and we’ll provide you with an exact price quote!

SAVE 5350 - SAVE 5850

on every window* on every doort

NO interest for 48 MONTHS '/

Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the amount
financed is paid in full before 48-month promo period expires.

Don’t wait!

This sale will not extend 959-456-0067

beyond October 31!

!Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 6 or more windows and/or 2 or more entry or patio doors. $350 off windows and $850 off doors discount valid during first appointment
only. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment with purchase must be made and documented on or before 10/31/25.
Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows,
LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 173245. Rl 36079. All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete
information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2025 Andersen Corporation. ©2025 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

2Plan 6148. Subject to credit approval. Loan term is 48 months at fixed rate of 0.00% APR. For example, assuming the full credit limit is used on loan approval date, for every $1,000
financed at 0% APR, 48 monthly payments of $20.84. This example is an estimate only. Actual payment amounts based on amount and timing of purchases. Call 866-936-0602 for
financing costs and terms. Loans for the GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion,
national origin, gender, disability, or familial status. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS #1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is
a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed to banks and other financial institutions for their use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is
a financial technology company that manages the GreenSky® consumer loan program by providing origination and servicing support to banks and other financial institutions that make or
hold program loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms are determined by program lenders.



