17

auTo saLes

Y SALES T
STAFF NEEDED

CARING AND SELF MoTivATED
Apply at Harbro, Trusted since 1973
trusted for &.Years
508-234-6767
HARBROAUTO.COM

©2024, Issue #49

Free by request to residents of Douglas, Northbridge, Uxbridge, Linwood, Whitinsville and North Uxbridge

SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS.NEWS

BVT Class of 2025 boasts 78 Adams Scholar recipients

UPTON — The John
and Abigail Adams
Scholarship is a mer-
it-based program that
provides tuition at a
Massachusetts state
college or university.
Seventy-eight Blackstone
Valley Regional
Vocational Technical
High School seniors are
the proud recipients of
an Adams Scholarship.
The award allows these
students an option to
further their vocational
and career training with
additional education,
advanced training, and
credentials.

The first-time score
on a high school MCAS
exam determines eli-
gibility for an Adams
Scholarship. Adams
Scholars receive free
tuition for up to eight
semesters of under-
graduate education at
a Massachusetts public
college or university,
renewable for eight con-
secutive semesters or
four years. Recipients
must use the tuition
credit in the first fall
semester following their
high school graduation
and maintain a GPA of
3.0 or better.

The following mem-
bers of the Class of
2025 have earned a John
and Abigail Adams
Scholarship (students
are listed alphabetically
by town):

Bellingham

Kiele Sarnie,
Construction
Technology.

Blackstone
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Braedon Ando,
Culinary Arts; Nathaniel
Cook, Biotechnology;
and Keira Kelliher,
Health Services.

Douglas

Michaela Boulette,
Biotechnology;
Haley Chamberlain,
Cosmetology;
Conner Champagne,
Information Technology;
Justin Dooner,
Engineering; Tyler
Grybowski, Information
Technology; Emily
Muniz, Engineering;
Om Patel, Engineering;
Liam Peach, Multimedia
Communications;
Samantha Pinto,
Health Services; and
Willow Windoloski,
Engineering.

Grafton

Audrey Bell,
Engineering; Raghav
Dave, Electronics; Nora
Iadarola, Multimedia
Communications;
Christopher Joiner,
Biotechnology; Keyara
Jones, Health Services;
Ella McCann, Advanced
Manufacturing; Owen
O'Packi, Multimedia
Communications;
Brodie Remillard,
Electronics; Joshua
Siefert, Engineering;
Carly Simpson, Health
Services; and Daniel
Warfield, Electronics.

Hopedale

Kallie Allen,
Biotechnology;
Nathaniel Allen,
Information Technology;

Blackstone Valley Educators celebrate
Promising Practices Award recipients

UPTON — On
Friday, Nov. 17, edu-
cators from across

the Blackstone Valley
gathered at the Three

Seasons Restaurant
at Blackstone Valley
Regional Vocational

Technical High School
to celebrate the 2024
Promising Practices
Award recipients.

Selected through
nominations by cur-
riculum directors and
endorsements from
building principals,
these recipients are
recognized for their
ability to motivate
and inspire students.
Their lessons reflect
excellence in engag-
ing instruction, foster
collaboration among
students and staff, and
exemplify best prac-
tices in addressing
both academic and
social-emotional needs.
Most importantly, their
work serves as a model
for cultivating high-
er-order thinking skills
across various content
areas.

During the event,
award recipients
shared overviews of
their innovative les-
sons, aiming to “plant
seeds” of fresh teach-
ing practices in the
minds of fellow educa-
tors attending the cele-
bration.

Northbridge proud-
ly honored Mr. Robert
McLaughlin, a dedi-
cated 5th-grade teach-
er at Northbridge
Elementary School, as
its Promising Practices
Award recipient. With
27 years of teaching
experience, includ-
ing 20 years devoted
to 5th-grade Language
Arts and Social Studies
in Northbridge, Mr.
McLaughlin has had
a lasting impact on

his students and col-

leagues. Beyond the
classroom, he is pas-
sionate about teach-
ing, baseball, and his
family. He holds an
undergraduate degree
from Northeastern
University, where
he also played base-
ball, and a master’s
degree in Literacy
from Worcester State
University.

At the celebration,
Mr. McLaughlin show-
cased his work with The
Energy Bus program,
an initiative focused
on strengthening com-
munity and building
relationships. The pro-
gram has already made
a profound impact on
both student and staff
culture at Northbridge
Elementary  School.
With aspirations to
become a certified
Energy Bus School
and Community, Mr.
McLaughlin hopes to
expand the program to

reach more students
at NES and extend its
benefits to Northbridge
Middle School.
Research supports the
program’s effectiveness
in enhancing teacher
morale, attitudes, and
professional develop-
ment when implement-
ed with proper resourc-
es and support (Van
Allen, 2017).

Congratulations to
Mr. McLaughlin on this
well-deserved recogni-
tion for his dedication
and innovation in edu-
cation!

Anthony Bucchino,
Engineering; Eric Deppe,
Engineering; Connor
Griffin, Electrical;
Gabriella Griffin,
Health Services; Riley
Jackson, Information
Technology; Jacob
Noble, Engineering;
Declan Reilly,
Information Technology;
and Christopher Russell,
Biotechnology.
Milford

Nicolas Alvarez-
Benincasa, Construction
Technology; Lacey
Coffman, Multimedia
Communications;
Gregory D'Orazio,
A d v aneced
Manufacturing; Adriana
Hawkins, Culinary
Arts; Matthew Hunter,
Biotechnology; Charbel
Jebara, Electronics;Ryan
McGuire, HVAC/R; Jack
Nevens, Information
Technology; and Joel
Puri, Engineering.

Millbury
Wyatt Darrell,
Engineering;
Mason Diosomito,
Engineering; Joshua
Gould, Information
Technology; Jayden
Quang, Engineering;
and Luke Rutkiewicz,
Engineering.
Millville
Julia Trujillo, Health
Services.

Northbridge
Ava Bates,
Cosmetology; Steven
Caya, Engineering;
Sosie DerKosrofian,
Health Services;
Zabel DerKosrofian,

Information Technology;
Conner Gomez,
Engineering; Mara
Keane, Electronics;Dylan
Leeds, Engineering;
Haley Marston, Dental
Assisting; Markas
Petone, Health Services;
and Alexa Seward,
Engineering.

Douglas Public Library presents local filmmakers

Matthew Gorman of Douglas

Sutton

Jeffrey
Electronics;
Cliadakis, Culinary
Arts; Colton Corash,
Electronics; Morgan
Gervais, Advanced
Manufacturing;
Benjamin Hicks,
Electronics;William
Kelly, Construction
Technology; Caroline
Martin, Engineering;
and Jacob Rajotte,
Information Technology.

Upton

Samantha  Carroll,
Information Technology;
Kylie French, Painting
& Design; Cassidy
Lyon, Health Services;
Harmony Melendez-
Torres, Biotechnology;
Ryan Poirier, Advanced
Manufacturing; and
John Simas, Electronics.

Uxbridge

Alexi Cox, Electronics;
Samantha  Fairhurst,
Health Services; Dylan
Ryan, Engineering;
and Mikaela Swanson,
Biotechnology.

About Blackstone
Valley Regional
Vocational Technical
High School (BVT)

Blackstone Valley
Regional Vocational
Technical High School
serves the towns of
Bellingham, Blackstone,

Brooks,
Emma

Douglas, Grafton,
Hopedale, Mendon,
Milford, Millbury,

Millville, Northbridge,
Sutton, Upton, and
Uxbridge. Located in the
heart of the Blackstone
Valley, BVT creates a
positive learning com-
munity that prepares
students for personal
and professional suc-
cess in an internation-
ally competitive society
through a fusion of rig-
orous vocational, techni-
cal, and academic skills.

Samson Zilic of Dudley

DOUGLAS —The world
of cinema is full of great
works, but often missed
are the wonders of short
films! The Douglas Public
Library has been high-
lighting these films with
our monthly "Short Cuts
Film Club.” This month,
on Dec. 11, Short Cuts
will be highlighting the
accomplishments of two
local filmmakers, Matt
Gorman and Samson
Zilic!

"Hope Ryder" is a 2024
film by Douglas resi-
dent Matt Gorman, who
always enjoyed going to
the movies as a kid, and
now has just as much fun
making them. Gorman
focuses on writing and
directing, while working
with local actors and crew

members on his films.
His favorite genre is sci-
ence fiction and supports
other local filmmakers by
attending local film fes-
tivals. Fun fact: Gorman
played air guitar in the
2020 Hollywood film “Bill
and Ted Face the Music.”

"Miles of Summer" is
a 2022 film by Dudley's
Samson Zilic, who was
originally raised in
Warren, and is a film-
maker, actor and direc-
tor. Zilic has been in
many New England indie
short films, including
“Thursday’s Special,"
which is currently in the
film festival run. Samson
is a SAG union member
and has been in many
Hollywood productions
such as “Challengers”

starring Zendaya, and
the Oscar nominated
film “American Fiction.”
When he’s not in front
of a camera, Zilic likes
to watch movies. Fun
fact: Zilic had a role in
Gorman’s film, "Hope
Ryder."

The Simon Fairfield
Public Library is really
excited to present these
two local filmmakers
and their films. Once
again, the program is on
Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 6:30
p.m. (please arrive early
to settle in). Feel free to
bring your own drinks/
snacks. Should you have
any questions, please con-
tact Marco at mcarnei-
ro@cwmars.org or call
508-476-2695. Can't wait to
see you there!

Holidays bring early deadlines

For the Jan. 3 edition, the
deadline will be Friday, Dec. 20
at 4 p.m.

Please note that our offices
will be closed Dec. 23-25 in obser-
vance of Christmas and Dec.
30-Jan. 1 in observance of New

Along with merriment and
good cheer, the holiday season
brings with it an accelerated
press schedule for our next few

editions.

The submission deadline for
any press releases and letters to
the Editor intended for publica-

at 4 p.m.

tion in our Dec. 13 edition will be
Monday, Dec. 9 at 4 p.m., as usual.
For the following week (Dec.
20), the submission deadline will
be Wednesday, Dec. 11 at 4 p.m.
For the Dec. 27 edition, the
deadline will be Tuesday, Dec. 17

Year’s.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Bar bills 33, Vanished union bigwig
5. Recipe measurement (abbr.)  38. Rocker’s tool of the trade
8. Swiss river 41. Dearth
11. Czech Republic capital 43, 2024 Olympics host
13. “Officially known as” 45, Excess blood in the vessels
14. A French abbot 48. Afrikaans

I5. Having a strong sharp smell 49, Agreement between provider
or taste and customer

16. Local area network 50. Spiritual leader of a Jewish

17. Data transmission speed congregation
measure 55. Ancient Syrian city

18. Embarrass 56. Witch

20. When you hope to get there 57, Celebrations

21. This (Spanish) 59. Long period of time

22, Gives up 60. A team’s best pitcher

25. Churchgoer 61. Current unit

30. Current 62. One-time aerospace company

31. Slang for gun 63. French/Belgian river

32, Small drum 64. Swedish rock group

CLUES DOWN

1. Yearly tonnage (abbr.) 29, Shawl

2. Genus of clams 34. 8. American wood sorrel relative

3. Remark 35. The end

4. Actor LaBeouf 36. Supervises interstate commerce

5. Ohio town 37. Yes vote

6. Olympic sport 39. Officer of high rank

7. Cure 40. Church office

8. Behave in a way that belittles 41, Tire pressure measurement

9. Shares a boundary with 42. From a distance

10. Give advice 44. Photographs

12. Promotional materials 45. Industrial process

14. Assist or encourage, usually  46. Nobel Prize-winning physicist
in some wrongdoing 47. Map out

19. “Agatha All Along” 48. Mammary gland part of female
actress Kathryn mammal

23. Small piece 51. Honorable title (Turkish)

24, King of Camelot 52. Spongelike cake leavened

25. Parts per thousand (abbr.) with yeast
26. Small Milky Way constellation 53. Speak incessantly

27. One who challenges 54. Poetry term
authority (abbr.) 58. Relaxing space
28. Equal (prefix)
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Douglas Adult Social Center

(508) 476-2283
Hours of operation: Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m.-noon

DAILY ACTIVITIES: All our daily activities
are free of charge.

Monday: Painting class 9:45 to 11:45, Balance
& Strength Exercise 12pm, Mat Yoga 2pm

Tuesday: Walking club 9 am, Cribbage 9:30
am, Zumba 9:30 am, Lunch & Bingo 11:30am,
Technology Class 1pm (call to make an appt.),
Line Dancing 2 to 2:45pm (starting Jan. 7)

Wednesday: Balance & Strength 10am, Darts
10am, MahJong 1pm, Dominoes 1 to 2:30pm

Thursday: Walking club 9am, Chair Yoga
9:30am, Pitch 9:30am, Hand and Foot card
game 12:30pm

Friday: Balance & Strength 10am

DECEMBER EVENTS:
The center will be closed on Tuesday
December 24th & Wednesday December 25th.
Happy Holidays!

Bemis Nursery: Thursday December 5th @
1lam. We will be making a beautiful holiday
centerpiece. The cost for this craft is $20.00
and MUST be paid when you sign up. Please
sign up by November 29th.

Free Holiday Craft: Wednesday December
11th @ 11:30am. We will be making small table-
top Holiday Trees. We will provide the tree,
lights, & decorations. After our craft we will
be joined by a local 4-H group for a sing along
and cookies & cocoa. Please sign up before

December 6th.

Veterans Breakfast: Thursday December
12th @ 9:00am. All Veterans and their spouses
are welcome to sign up for breakfast. Please
sign up before Dec. 6th.

Hearing Aid Cleanings: Thursday December
12th from 10am to 11am. Please call the center
to schedule an appointment.

Musical Bingo & Lunch: Thursday December
12th @ 11:30am. Lasagna, salad & dessert will
be served for $4.00 per person. Musical Bingo
to follow! Please sign up before Dec. 9th.

Annual Holiday Party: Thursday December
19th @ 12pm, join us for a wonderful lunch
with friends. The cost for lunch will be $5.00
per person. Musical entertainment is provided
by our Douglas Cultural Council. Please sign
up before Dec. 12th.

SUNSHINE CLUB EVENTS:

Meetings are held at the center on the first
Tuesday of the month at 2:00pm.

Holiday Social: Saturday December 14th
from 5pm to 6:30pm. The Sunshine Club will be
at the Douglas Town Common serving cookies,
& hot chocolate while caroling. Please call the
center to sign up before Dec. 10th.

PLEASE CALL (508) 476-2283 TO SIGN UP
FOR PROGRAMS & CLASSES

Check our website for events that may not be
listed here

https://www.douglas-ma.gov/202/
AdultSocial-Center-Senior-Center

Saige Frazier of Uxbridge appointed to

Nichols College Senior Advzsovy Council

DUDLEY —

Senior Advisory

Counsel month-
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Izzy 2 Yeors
Izzy is the kind of dog who steals hearts the moment you meet her. With her
lovable, gentle nature, she’s the perfect balance of playful and calm. Her energy
level is just right - enough to enjoy fun, yet calm enough to relax by your side
after a play session.
Izzy's favorite part of the day? When you come home! She gets so excited to see
her people, wagging her tail and showing her joy with a few happy hops. She’s
a loyal companion who thrives on love and attention but doesn’'t demand con-
stant stimulation. Izzy would do well with a playmate or in a home where she
can get daily exercise, but she’s not the type of dog that requires constant action.
If you're looking for a dog who will greet you with a wagging tail, bring joy to
your home without overwhelming you, and be your best friend through it all, Izzy
might be the perfect fit!
Apply for lzzy today and let the fun begin at baypathhumane.org

500 Legacy Farms North + Hopkinton, MA 01748

00 MILFORD
% /N reperat
Milford Federal Bank is proud to

sponsor Baypath Humane Society's
Pet of the Week! ¢80
.l

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip
to MFB for a treat from our drive-up tellers,
or stop in any branch and bring home a treat
from our complimentary doggy treat bar.

~ 1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

Member 508.234.8256 = 800.357.2265
FDIC MilfordFederal.com

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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Saige Frazier of Council (NSAC). 1ly and act as an
Uxbridge is one This group of advisory group
of 16 students accomplished as the College
appointed by seniors will plans for the
Nichols College meet with the future.

President Bill President and "Congratulations
Pieczynski to the members of to the students
2024-2025 Nichols the President's selected for this

year's NSAC
cohort. These
are exemplary
students, citi-
zens and lead-
ers who have
distinguished
themselves
among a strong
senior class,"
said Pieczynski.
"Their insights
will be invalu-
able to the lead-
ership team, and

REAL ESTATE
BLACKSTONE

$790,000, 96 Milk St, Lima, Marco C, to
Robinson, Sara L, and Anderson, Eric.

$390,000, 32 Goddard St, Moniz, David J,
to Lima, Marco C.

$280,000, 45 Carter Ave, Mom, Neang, to
De Lima, Davison P, and Lima, Kailey E.

$135,000, 66 Main St #C, Hullar Paul H
Est, and Harrington, Margery A, to St

Realty LLC. we look forward

to hearing their

DOUGLAS perspectives and

None learning more

about these out-

NORTI'IBRIDGE standing stu-
$640,000, 8 Rachel Ln, Obrien, Jack, dents."

and Ober, Jennifer, to Crilley, Peter, and
Flanagan, Shelley.

$610,000, 72 Kerry Ln, Robinson, Sara,
and Anderson, Eric A, to Glod, Daniel C,
and Glod, Katarina.

$490,000, 314 Sutton St, Alvarenga,
George N, to Arsenault, Samuel, and
Arsenault, Jessica.

$420,000, 262 Benson Rd, John E
Berkowitz Sr T, and Berkowitz, Gary, to
Berkowitz, Thomas P, and Berkowitz,
Jeanne E.

$410,000, 35 Plantation St, Bliss, Deborah
J, to Grinell, Byron G.

$380,000, 8 Hudson St, Anderson, Eric H,

Upcoming
NSAC meetings
will include dis-
cussions on the
College's new

to Rea, Justin A. WHITINSVILLE
$300,000, 71 High St, Olson Jr, Bruce — Parishioners
G, and Olson, Kristin, to Tsimogiannis, and volun-
Odisefs. teers from the
UXBRIDGE Blackstone Valley
United Methodist

$589,990, 181 Crownshield Ave #D, Church  would

Woodlands Uxbridge Rlty L, to Revanuru,
Pavan K, and Nandyala, Akhila.

$575,000, 196 Chestnut St, Grant, Amy L,
and Grant, Jason T, to Burns, Sean P.

$475,000, 125 Blackstone St, Heath, David
B, and Heath, Gail M, to Cardin, Nicholas A.

$365,000, 23 EIm St #23, Castagno, Donna
J, to Ferreira, Rodrigo L, and Ferreira,
Katia I

ditional

meal
potatoes,
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like to cordially
invite the com-
munity to a tra-
turkey
dinner, including
the usual holiday
favorites;
vege-

initiatives

well as broader
trends and issues
in higher edu-
cation. In addi-
tion to helping
Nichols enhance
the overall expe-
rience for all
members of its
community, the
meetings are also
intended as an
opportunity for
students to fur-
ther strengthen
their communi-
cation and pre-
sentation skills,
which are crit-
ical to career
advancement.

About Nichols
College

Nichols College
has earned busi-
ness accred-
itation from
the prestigious
Association
to Advance
Collegiate
Schools of
Business (AACSB
International),

tables, squash,
stuffing, and
cranberry sauce.
This year’s meal
will be served
on Wednesday,
Dec. 25, from
noon to 2 p.m. in
the Blackstone
Valley  United
Methodist
Faith Hall at 61
Linwood Ave.,
Whitinsville.
Parking is avail-
able behind the
church accessi-
ble from Church

Amerjc,
“cros:

the longest serv-
ing global accred-
iting body for
business schools
and the largest
business educa-
tion network con-
necting learners,
educators, and
businesses world-
wide. Founded
in 1815, Nichols
transforms
today's students
into tomorrow's
leaders through
a dynamic,
career-focused
business and
professional edu-
cation. Nichols
offers real-world
learning focused
on professional
depth - combined
with vibrant liv-
ing, competitive
athletics, and an
unmatched alum-
ni advantage
- equipping stu-
dents to exceed
their own expec-
tations. WWW.
nichols.edu

Free Christmas Day
Dinner at BVUMC

Street.

The dinner is
open to everyone
free of charge.
Please come join
us for a joyous
Christmas cel-
ebration that
will include hol-
iday fun, food,
and fellowship
with many from
the community.
For more infor-
mation, call the
church office at
508-234-2275.

This is how you say
it’s going to be okay.

American Red Cross
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Whitinsville Social Library

Event registration: northbridge-
mass.assabetinteractive.com/calen-
dar

Museum passes: northbridge-
mass.assabetinteractive.com/muse-
um-passes

Catalog: whitnsvlle.cwmars.org

Website: northbridgemass.org/
WSL

Hours:

Monday-Thursday: 10 AM-8 PM
Friday 10 AM-5 PM

Saturday 10 AM-2 PM

Closed 12/24 and 12/25

Closing at 3 PM 12/31

The Friends of Whitinsville Social
Library are seeking book donations
on the following dates: Thursday
12/12 from 5-7 and Saturday 12/14
from 10-12. Come to the library's
back entrance to donate items to
the Friends during the designated
times. Do not donate materials that
are damaged or outdated includ-
ing cassettes, magazines and ency-
clopedias. Items are resold at the
Friends of WSL's biannual book
sales to raise funds for the library.
Do not dump items at the library
outside these hours. Contact friend-
sWSL2019@gmail.com for any ques-
tions.

Local History Help
Wednesdays from 2-3 PM
Drop-inbetween2-3on Wednesdays

to get in-person assistance with
your local history research from
Northbridge Historical Society
member Carol Brouwer.

Music & Movement with Miss
Deb
Wednesdays at 10:30 AM
Join Miss Deb for singing, danc-
ing, games, stories, and lots of fun.
Ages 1-5. Registration required.

Storytime with Miss Isabel
Thursdays at 10:30 AM
Register for storytime with Miss
Isabel to read books, sing songs,
and do some coloring or a craft.
Ages 1-5.

Knits & Knots
Wednesday 12/11 at 6:30
Calling all fiber artists! Bring
whatever craft project you're work-
ing on and join us at the library on
the second and fourth Wednesday of
each month for crafting and conver-
sation. Light refreshments provid-
ed. Register.

Get Help with Jenna Gouin

Thursday 12/12 from 10-12 and
Monday 12/30 from 11-1

Patrons are invited to sign up for a
30 minute session with Jenna Gouin,
MBA/MSOL from Blackstone Valley
Partnership for Public Health. She
can help you with: application assis-
tance including MassHealth, SNAP,
WIC, Fuel Assistance, Medicare,
Social Security, Veteran's benefits;
referrals to community organiza-
tions, mental health, and substance
abuse providers; assistance obtain-
ing financial resources to address
past due rents and utilities; and
guidance on solving some of life's
challenging situations. Register.

Teen Creative Writing Club

Monday 12/2 & 12/16 from 4-5PM

This is the perfect program for
teens (grades 7-12) who are seeking
a place to write and share ideas.
We will discuss different genres of
writing, complete writing prompts,
and use time at the end to journal

and/or work on our own writing
pieces. Please bring your own note-
book! Registration required.

Fiction Book of the Month

Monday 12/2 at 6PM

Read “The Midnight Feast” by
Lucy Foley. Books are available
for pick up at the library. Ebooks
are available via Overdrive/
Libby. Meetings take place at the
library on the first Monday of each
month. Refreshments provided.
Registration required.

The Meet Cutes

Tuesday 12/3 at 4 PM

Discuss "Duke, Actually” byJen-
ny Holiday. Copies of the book are
available at the circulation desk
or via Libby. Refreshments provid-
ed. This book club for readers of
romance meets the first Tuesday of
each month at 4 PM. Registration
required.

Pajama Storytime

Tuesday 12/3 & 12/17 from 6:30-
7PM

Grab your coziest PJs and favorite
small stuffed animal and join Miss
Isabel for Pajama Storytime! Every
other Tuesday we'll read bedtime
stories and sing songs. Ages 1-6.
Registration required.

Lego Club
Wednesday 12/4 from 3:30-4:30PM
Join Miss Isabel on the first
Wednesday of each month for Lego
Club! Your masterpiece can be
inspired by our chosen theme of the
month or you can make up your own
design! Ages 5-12. Please register.

Legos will be provided.

Craft Hour for Children,

Tweens, and Teens

Saturday 12/7 from 12-1PM
On the first Saturday of every
month, drop in to enjoy a craft hour
in the Tween & Teen room. This
Saturday we'll be decorating paper
snowflakes that you can choose to
take home or display in the chil-
dren's room on the winter tree wall.

The Whodunnits
Tuesday 12/10 at 11 AM
Discuss "Dead and Gondola” by
Ann Claire. Copies of the book are
available at the circulation desk
or via Libby. Refreshments provid-
ed. This book club for readers of
mystery and suspense meets the
second Tuesday of each month.
Registration required.

Winter Craft Night for Children
and Teens

Tuesday 12/10 from 5:30-7PM

Drop in to the Tween & Teen
Room to decorate paper snowflakes
and winter hats with various craft-
ing supplies. Snowflake projects
will be hung up after the event in
the children’s room for all to admire
this winter.

Gingerbread House Decorating
Workshop

Thursday 12/12 at 6 PM

Learn how to upgrade your ginger-
bread house decorating skills just
in time for the holiday season with
instructor Mandy Roberge. This
program is for adults. Registration
required.

Puzzle & Board Game Swap
Saturday 12/14 from 10-2
Bring your great condition puz-
zles and board games to the library.

M.U.R.S.D. 2024-2025

We are looking to expand our Team!
Fast growing Before & After School Progra 2
Children ages K- 6. Part time, Flexible hours.

Follow the school calendar.

Closed on Snow Days and Holidays!

2 Locations:

Mendon: Clough School 508-634-1588
Upton: Memorial School 508-529-6212
Apply to:

Mrs. Lana Laczka Program Director
10 North Ave Mendon, Ma. 01756
llaczka@mursd.org

LOWEST PRIGES » FULL SERVIGE

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

gy www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own...

We accept
most major
credit cards

Either swap for another, or just
grab what you like! No pressure
and you can get some free holiday
shopping done.

Chapter Chats YA Book Club

Tuesday 12/17 at 4PM

Join Miss Isabel to discuss the
December young adult book club
pick, “Blame it on the Mistletoe”
by Beth Garrod. Snacks will be
provided. Ages 13-17. Registration
required. Copies of the book will
be available at the children’s and
teens monthly book club display.
*Please note: Chapter Chats Book
Club meetings are usually held on
the last Wednesday of the month,
but this month is changed due to the
holidays.

Tween & Teen Graphic Novel
Club

Wednesday 12/18 at 4PM

On Wednesday, December 18th
from 4-4:45PM we are discussing
December's Book Club pick, “The
Night Librarian” by Christopher
Lincoln. Along with discussion,
we will also complete an activity
related to the book. Snacks will be
provided. Ages 10-17. Registration
required. This book will be avail-
able about a month prior to the
book club meeting and can be found
at the children's and teens monthly
book club display. Please read the
book before attending the meeting.

Memoir Book Club
Wednesday 12/18 at 6 PM
Join us in a discussion of
“Threading My Prayer Rug: One
Woman's Journey from Pakistani
Muslim to American Muslim" by
Sabeeha Rehman. Books are avail-
able for pickup atthelibrary. Ebooks
are available

via Overdrive/Libby. Refreshments
related to the book will be provided.
Please register.

Gift Wrap Party

Friday 12/20 from 10-2

Need to wrap holiday gifts away
from the prying eyes of your fami-
ly and friends? Stop by the library
with the unwrapped gifts to use our
gift wrapping supplies. Hot choco-
late and festive cheer is also provid-
ed. While supplies last!

Noon Years Eve Party

Tuesday 12/31
11:45AM-12:15PM

Help us countdown to noon and
celebrate the New Year at our Noon
Years Eve Party! We will have a
music and dance party, make NYE
crowns, and complete our 2025
Wishing Wall. For ages 1-12. Please
register.

from

Fiction Book of the Month

Monday 1/6 at 6PM

Read “Gingerbread” by Helen
Oyeyemi. Books are available for
pick up at the library. Ebooks are
available via Overdrive/Libby.
Meetings take place at the library
on the first Monday of each
month. Refreshments provided.
Registration required.

The Meet Cutes

Tuesday 1/7 at 4 PM

Discuss "You, With A View" by
Jessica Joyce. Copies of the book
are available at the circulation desk
or via Libby after the December
meeting. Refreshments provid-
ed. This book club for readers of
romance meets the first Tuesday of
each month at 4 PM. Registration
required.

B WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

+Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept » Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Affordable™
Windows &

Doors COMPANY, INC.

MARVIN
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HOURS: MON. - FRI. 8-4:30 * SAT. 9-1

1152 Main Street * Route 9
Leicester, MA ¢ 508-892-9292
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Valid when you bring this ad.
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Elevate Slider
Price Includes:
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Clad Maintenance
Free Exterior

Handle Set
Low E Argon Gas
60x80 » 72x80

SELECTION

BARGAIN BAY Visit our

LARGE STOCK ©nline Bargain Bay .

affordablewindows.com ’

MKitchen Cabinets
FREE

Stainless
Steel Sink

With Purchase of
a Granite or
Quartz Countertop
*See store for details.

PROMOTION ENDS be December 20, 2024
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!)We Made The Choice So Simple

)Best Price! Best Selection! Best Service!
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EDITORIAL
Finding your
holiday spirit

It happens every year. November
fades into December, and suddenly,
the world expects you to trans-
form into a holiday fanatic over-
night. The lights go up, the carols
start playing, and every ad you
see insists it’s “the most wonder-
ful time of the year.” But what if
you’re just not feeling it yet? Or,
worse, you're feeling the pressure
to feel it?

Here’s a little secret: the holiday
spirit isn’t something you have to
force. It sneaks up on you when you
least expect it—like when you hear
a kid giggling in a Santa hat, or
when the smell of cookies baking
fills the house. It’s in those little
moments, not in the perfectly dec-
orated tree or the over-the-top gift
list.

So, how do you find it? Start
small. Pour yourself a mug of hot
cocoa (marshmallows optional but
highly recommended) and sit by
the window for five minutes. Listen
to your favorite holiday song—the
silly ones count too. Drive around
to check out the lights in your
neighborhood. You don’t have to
deck the halls in a single day; some-
times, just hanging one strand of
twinkle lights can do the trick.

And if the holidays feel like more
of a chore this year, that’s okay
too. Give yourself permission to
celebrate in your own way. Skip
the big party if it stresses you out
and invite a few close friends for
a movie night instead. Or spend a
quiet evening wrapping gifts (even
if they’re just for yourself). It’s
about finding joy where you are,
not where you think you’re sup-
posed to be.

Remember, holiday spirit isn’t
one-size-fits-all. It’s not about how
much you spend or how perfectly
you decorate; it’s about making
the season your own. So whether
you’re going full Buddy the EIf or
keeping it low-key, let the magic
find you. It always does.

To the Editor:

Did you catch on to all the lies
in that election analysis silliness
that came out of the Whitinsville
asylum of left-wing extremism last
week? Such as the often repeated lie
that Donald Trump “lied” about the
severity of CoV2 virus?

We all recall, do we not, that it
was Donald Trump and his admin-
istration’s Operation Warp Speed
that fast-tracked the approval of the
CoV2 vaccines? While the Democrats
did everything they could to distract
America from the threat of COVID
during its initial few months. Do
you recall how the Democrats and
their media were all focused on their
failed 2019 holiday season attempt
to impeach President Trump during

To the Editor:

Can Biden and his corrupt deep
state ever tell the truth?

"Mr. President, will you pardon
your corrupt criminal son, Hunter,
who is charged with drug possession,
illegal gun possession, and failure to

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINIO

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

To the Editor:

Project 2025 architect Voight sup-
ports a Trump presidency based on
the Unitary Executive Theory, and
he is the new OMB director. Voight
believes in ‘circumventing the US
Senate’s confirmation process.”
You read Project 2025 before voting,
right? Trump’s first power move was
a coordinated move with Musk tell-
ing the Senate to pick Scott for the
Senate Majority Leader and Trump
demanding that any leader elected
must approve his recess appointments
— avoiding senate confirmation. This
was the first indication that Trump
was trying to dilute constitutional
checks and balances. But Republican
leadership voted for Thune. Recess
appointments are still out there, but
the Senate checked Trump as they
said no to Gaetz's nomination. Though
not even inaugurated yet, Trump is
already testing the waters to see how
far this Unitary Executive theory may
take him. For the moment, “consti-
tutional checks and balances are not
yet gone, media watchdogs prevailed,
public opinion mattered, and Trump/
Vance's power was blocked.”(Slate)
So, pronouncements about Trump’s
threat level to our democracy are very
premature.

Recent letters were puzzling. Instead
of glorying in all that Trump was
about to do for the country, most of
the content revolved around the flaws
of afallen candidate’s campaign while
including some obvious disinforma-
tion. Curious. Harris never called
Trump Hitler. However, Vance and
RFK Jr. are another story. Concerned
about ‘real’ vitriol -remember the
Trump Madison Square Garden rally?
Check out YouTube if you want to
see actual violent hate and anger by
experts.

And Trump’s own team members
called him a fascist — imagine that.

‘Grandma’ had no business in the
Capital on Jan. 6. She could have
just as easily prayed outside. Why
was she even there? The statement,
“No charges. No Trials. No Jail.” for
pro-Hamas or BLM protesters, was

Not obvious

disinformation. (AP) reported that
over 10,000 arrests were made in the
first 10 days after Floyd’s death alone,
etc. There is a difference between
Grandma and the protesters. She was
there to stop a national election from
being certified. The BLM/Pro- Hamas
protesters were not.

“There was never a threat to take
away women’s rights to abortion.”
Disinformation. Due to a lack of
abortion medical care, the follow-
ing women have died: Wilkinson-
Sobieski, Barnica, Alvarez-Estrada
Glick, Crain, Thurman, and Miller.

“Currently, 13 states are enforcing
bans at all stages of pregnancy, with
some exceptions.” (PBS) How many
more women have to die to prove the
‘truth’? “Project 2025 advocates for
a national ban on medication abor-
tion by urging the FDA to reverse its
approval of mifepristone and miso-
prostol.” “Milano is bragging” about
her reproductive history.

Disinformation. She explained
her reproductive history in her own
words on her recent podcast. It cer-
tainly does not include five abortions
and a sixth to come. This is obvious
disinformation, so why was it refer-
enced? And the point was?

“There is a sense of ease in the air.”
There is no sense of ease for women
dying from a lack of abortion medical
care.

“The federal government is the
single largest employer of veterans
in this country. There are currently
2.278 million civilian federal employ-
ees, and nearly 30 percent of them are
veterans. If DOGE follows through
on proposed threats and lays off 75
percent of the federal workforce,
an estimated 481,950 veterans will
be laid off.” Bet they don’t have a
sense of ease. The veterans’ who
may lose their healthcare are not at
ease. Realize that veterans’ health
care is the largest portion of the
potential Doge cut list at 119 billion.
Bet women in the military who have
been serving in combat for 30 years
have a great deal of unease based
on Hegseth's comments that “women

should no longer have combat roles
in the military.”(Atlantic) With Musk
and Ramaswamy ‘laying out a harsh
plan for American austerity,” those
who will be part of the “massive
spike in poverty” won’t have a sense
of ease. Bet communities seeing
neo-Nazis and white supremacists
marching are not at ease. Suspect the
number of citizens feeling unease
is growing rapidly — wasn’t that the
plan?

Not sure that this is well under-
stood, but disinformation was a huge
and consequential factor in the 2024
election and deserves its own com-
mentary. Billionaires commanding
media platforms were churning out
loads of it, with countries such as
Russia, China, and Iran all trying to
shape voter perceptions. “New gener-
ative Al tools make it easy to create
and disseminate fake pictures, vid-
eos, and narratives. The 2024 cam-
paign was rife with organized efforts
to sway voters, twist perceptions, and
make people believe negative materi-
al about various candidates.”

Underlying that is the rate of func-
tional illiteracy in this country, where
people “are unable to comprehend
complex reading material.” “In the
US, where reading is optional, and sci-
ence is suspect,” functional illiteracy
could spell the demise of our country
as a global powerhouse. That should
put fear in all our hearts. “When peo-
ple can’t engage with complex issues,”
“many become easy prey for disinfor-
mation campaigns.” (Peterson) Their
response to this may inform their val-
ues, explaining some of the wide dif-
ferences about the legacy of slavery,
openness to people from other coun-
tries, place of religion in government,
gains women made, sex determined at
birth, etc. (Pew).

These concerns are real. What
about a real dialog? Skip the disin-
formation. Let’s ask real questions
and provide real answers. Is anybody
up for a real dialogue on the concerns
that challenge us as Americans.

Linda Lacki
Northbridge

When is enough really enough?

To the Editor:

As a “strong, intelligent, indepen-
dent woman,” I disagree with “The
inmates are running the asylum.”
When a Presidential candidate sur-
vives two assassination attempts,
bombs threaten his Cabinet nomi-
nees and families (to me) despica-
ble descriptions of those who do
not share the writer’s views have
no place on Tribune Letters-to-
Editor page. It is not ‘censorship’ to
reject outright or order writer-edits.
Printed on Nov. 29, such a rabid let-
ter may even prompt other “rational
human beings” to write or register
private protest with management.

If missed or unread due to length,

make a trip to the recycle bin to
read 34 inches, two columns wide,
of ‘trash talk’ and judge accordingly.
Otherwise, this hints at its message:
divisive adjectives used for those
who did not vote a certain way-
“dunce,” “dim wit,” “tree stump,”
“lazy-ass American” (plus more pejo-
ratives). Lastly, (Trump) voters were
told “to enjoy the fruits of being self-
ish, uninformed and intelligence-im-
paired”; “suffer... being dumb will
be an advantage.” The Dale Carnegie
approach to “win friends and influ-
ence people” is more effective and,
as one of 76 million, I beg to differ
with these descriptors!

It’s OK to be disappointed by the

Where does the fault truly lie?

those first months of COVID?

So why the continued denial of the
truth in that “sour grapes of liberal
wrath” letter?

Then, oh my gosh, came the alleged
horror that right-wing Christian
Nationalists in Texas are prepar-
ing to build upon the longstanding
practices of the left-wing Christian
Nationalists here in Massachusetts
in our ignoring of the separation of
church and state.

We all know that Reverend Martin
Luther King, Jr. was a Christian
Nationalist don’t we? His religious
teachings have been a part of our
public school curriculums for
decades, isn’t that true?

So will the critical thinker of
Whitinsville demand that all the

statues of MLK, Jr. be removed from
public property for separation of
church and state reasons so that we
can show Texas how wrong we were?

Then, of course, came that thug-
like nastiness regarding Donald
Trump being correctly perceived as
a brave man. As has been the long-
standing tradition here in America
as well as in many other western
societies.

We know there was a deadly Trump
rally where a volunteer firefight-
er was shot dead while candidate
Trump and others were wounded.
And we know that it takes a brave
man, as well as some equally brave
rally attendees to continue to hold
such public gatherings after such
brushes with death.

More lies from the left

pay millions of dollars in taxes to the
U.S. government?"

"No, I believe in the justice system."

"No, no, and no. I will not pardon
Hunter."

"No, Hunter is a good boy. I admire
him more than anyone on earth
[because he made me rich with for-
eign money from Ukraine and Chinal.
Hunter is the smartest [and most cor-
rupt] person I know."

Biden lied. He has always lied.
He lied again. What simpleton has
believed anything that this corrupt
Deep State useless excuse for a politi-
cian has said? Name anything he did
in the Senate in his 45 years - other
than humiliate Anita Hill during
the Clarence Thomas U.S. Supreme
Court hearing.

No, you can name nothing. But as
President, Biden has done a lot:

Turned the southern border into
an open sewer with 10 million illegal
immigrants flooding into every state
to be supported by decent working,
tax-paying [unlike Hunter Biden]
American citizens.

Allowed the illegal immigrants,
unvetted with no background checks,
to commit crime after deadly crime
on American citizens and to commit
sexual crimes of unheard of propor-
tions and depravity.

Spend trillions on the Green New
Fake. $8 billion on just seven electric
vehicle charging stations. Billions
on wind farms, like the one off
Nantucket, that fail and crumble into
the sea. I hope Biden saw some of the
debris on Nantucket beaches while he
"vacationed" there for Thanksgiving.

He vacationed during his entire
Presidency. Ukraine blew up into war.
Israel and Gaza blew up into war.
Where was Biden? On the beach, at
his new million dollar beach house,
bought with ill-gotten gains.

This guy has never earned a decent
dollar in his life. He never set up a
small business or invented a wid-
get or was a short order cook or a
businessman. Nada. Nothing. And
his son Hunter? Same thing: useless
criminal grifter. But then, the whole
Biden Crime Family will have to be
pardoned because they all are grift-
ers.

No real business. No real skills.
Never ever work for a living when
you can grift on your grifter relative,
Sen. Biden. I feel dirty just describ-
ing these lowlifes.

One of the few Dems who ever
worked for a living is Sen. Malarkey
of Massachusetts, who once briefly
drove an H.P. Hood ice cream truck.
Eddie the Ice Cream Man. He went to

election, but again, in this super-
charged political climate, this is my
final appeal to cease name-calling.
At this juncture, any ‘rational’ per-
son would rightly ask: when is
enough really enough, and who is
truly “disconnected from reality?”
The Northbridge writer was sar-
castic about sending ‘good wishes’
to We, the People, but my sincere
thanks anyway as we “look on the
bright side” for the next four years.
The President-elect intends “success
as the best revenge”. Enough said,
except Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.
Jane F. Keegan
Uxbridge

The British had a similarly brave
man in Winston Churchill, as did
the French with Charles De Gaulle.
With many other such notably brave
individuals throughout history. And
yet the local leader of the left-wing
sour grapes club chose to ruthlessly
mock the bravery with his “bone
spurs” nonsense.

So, are we the ones who are miss-
ing the reality of it all with our rea-
soned and rational responses?

Or does the fault lie with the left-
wing extremists with their passion-
ately irrational hatred of Donald
Trump and America’s traditions?

Stephen Gambone
Northbridge

college and law school and promptly
ran for office so he would not have to
work for a living.

He is 78 years old and still not
working for a living, but the money
and benefits are so good that he can-
not give up being a Senator because
he can still do a lot of damage.

He has vowed to stop Robert F
Kennedy Jr. from becoming Secretary
of Health and Human Services.

Why? Jealousy.

Kennedy wants to end drug adver-
tisement on TV just like they ended
cigarette ads. Are you being made
sick just from watching all the drug
ads? Ask your doctor for this drug!
Ask your doctor for this treatment!
Why?

Money, money, and more money
for big pharma. Big Pharma is
Anthony Fauci. He has become rich
on all the stock he owns in all the Big
Vaccine Pharmaceuticals. He should
be indicted, not celebrated.

Biden and Fauci, swamp creatures
of the most nightmarish kind who
suck the living blood of taxpayers.
Biden lied and lies. Fauci lied and
lied. Read Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.'s
book, “The Real Anthony Fauci.” Ay
caramba!

Bev Gudanowski
Uxbridge



BLACKSTONE VALLEY TRIBUNE

Friday, December 6, 2024 °5

Repurposing Everyday Ite

In today’s economy it’s important to
get the most use out of the products you
buy. Thanks to some creative repurpos-
ing, many ordinary items can do double
duty all around the house. Read on for
some unusual uses for everyday things.

And remember readers, send in your
best tips and you’ll be in the running
to win Dinner for Two at the Publick
House!

*k%

Bamboo Skewers: Not just for shish
kabob or fruit arrangements, a package
of inexpensive wooden skewers come
in handy! Use them to test the doneness
of cakes; to easily turn doughnuts and
other foods when deep frying

Insert wooden skewers into cake lay-
ers to invisibly stabilize a crooked con-
fection. (Just be sure to remove them
when cutting the cake!)

Wooden skewers are also in the work-
shop. To camouflage a narrow nail hole,
dip the end of a skewer in white glue,
push it into the wall, break it off and
paint over.

*k%

Aluminum Foil: Hate to iron? Here’s
a generations old tip that stands the test
of time: Place a sheet of tinfoil under
the ironing board cover (above the foam
but below the cloth) to boost the heat of
the iron and get the job done more effi-
ciently and quickly!

Run out of steel wool pads? Crumple
up a ball of tinfoil and use to clean
non stick pans and even the barbeque
grates, just toss when done — no mess!

If you are struggling to move heavy

furniture over a rug,
place pieces of alumi-
num foil under the legs
and it the furniture will
glide much easier.

fekk

Vodka: Is your pot-
pourri losing its scent?
Toss in a capful of vodka
and mix it up to renew
fragrance in the dried flower mix.

Want your fresh flowers to last a bit
longer? Simply add a few drops of vodka
along with a teaspoon of sugar to the
water in the vase. The vodka Kkills bac-
teria, extending the life of the blooms.

And you can whip up an effective air
freshener with vodka. To do: In a spray
bottle, mix together six ounces water
(distilled if possible), one ounce of
vodka, and your choice of essential oil
(about 20-30 drops). Shake up and spray!

b

Dental Floss: Hanging a picture and
don’t have any wire? Doubled up dental
floss is strong enough to substitute on
lightweight pictures.

Are photos stuck together? Instead of
pulling apart, lessen the risk of damage
by gently shimmying the floss between
the photos to pry them off.

Swaging holiday greenery? Green
mint dental floss serves as a strong (and
invisible) tie to wind around garlands to
hang down stairways or along a mantle.

And unflavored dental floss can also
be used to truss a turkey.

Dental floss even works as a quick fix
to restring beaded jewelry.

Country Bank partners with
Wonderfund with $10,000 donation

during Season of Difference campai

REGION — Country Bank, a full-ser-
vice financial institution serving
Central and Western Massachusetts,
partnered with the Wonderfund of
Massachusetts, with a $10,000 dona-
tion. This collaboration will make
a difference in the lives of kids and
teens served by the Department of
Children and Families (DCF), allow-
ing them to experience the magic of
childhood during the holiday season.
The Wonderfund, an extraordinary
group of people on a mission, is
dedicated to bringing the joy and
meaning of childhood to children
who have been impacted by trauma,
abuse, and neglect.

You, too, can be a part of this mag-
ical initiative. Join the Wonderfund
and Country Bank in making this hol-
iday season special for kids in foster
care by donating a new, unwrapped
gift at any of its banking centers
until Dec. 14. Your contribution, no
matter how small, will make a differ-
ence. Country Bank's team will shop

for gifts to join in the efforts, and
donations will be delivered to DCF
Offices in Springfield and Worcester
to be distributed throughout western
and central Massachusetts.

"We are excited to partner with
the Wonderfund again this year and
the opportunity for our team and the
communities we serve help us make
a difference for children by putting a
smile on so many faces this holiday
season," said Shelley Regin, Chief
Marketing and Community Relations
Officer at Country Bank. “Last year,
we had such overwhelming support
and collectively, we donated over a
thousand toys to local DCF offices
who shared with us, without your
donations most children would have
only received one toy.”

If you're ready to help make some
magic this holiday season, please
visit  https://wonderfundma.org.
Your support is invaluable and will
bring joy to children in foster care.

Northbridge High School inducts 12 new

members into National Honor Society

NORTHBRIDGE — On Nov. 25,
Northbridge High School inducted
12 new junior and senior students
into the Bernice T. Plante Chapter of
the National Honor Society. This was
the 57th induction ceremony at NHS.

Four community members were
also recognized for their outstand-
ing service and commitment to
the society's four pillars; scholar-
ship, service, leadership, and char-
acter. One of these members was

Northbridge school resource police
officer, Thomas Dejordy.

Congratulations to the follow-
ing students who were inducted:
Olivia Choummanivong, Danielle
Chrabaszcz, Lorelai Drapeau,
Molly Gahan, Kaia Gibson, Gisel
Morrissette, Rowan Phillips,
Brendan Riche, Lily Simoneau,
Sofia Smith, Kallie Tevepaugh, and
Madison Thibeault.

TAKE Here are some addi-

THE tional multipurpose
ideas:

HiNT - Have extra roof shin-

= gles? Stow a few in your

KAREN trunk during winter

TRAINOR weather. If you get stuck,

wedge the shingle under
the tire for traction.

- Need to clean a grout
stain? Saturate a cotton ball in bleach
and place it on the stain until it fades
out.

- Save plastic newspaper sleeves. The
long bags protect shoes from other cloth-
ing when packing a suitcase.

- Wet boots from winter weather?
Stuff newspaper inside your shoes and
they’ll dry out faster.

- Newspaper also works to prevent
odors in thermos bottles between uses.
Just pack crumpled newspaper into the
bottle before closing to store.

- Stuff Styrofoam packing peanuts
into a bean bag chair to puff it back up
without spending a dime!

- Spray some no stick cooking spray
on your snow shovel to help heavy, wet

ms

snow from sticking to it.

*%

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick
House

Your tips can win you a great dinner
for two at the historic Publick House
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered into a random
drawing. One winner per month will
win a fabulous three course dinner for
two at the renown restaurant, located
on Route 131 across the town common in
historic Sturbridge. Because I'm in the
business of dispensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can take credit for
some), I'm counting on you readers out
there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy
tip that has worked for you? Do you have
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If so, why not share them
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge,
MA 01550. Or E-mail KDRR@aol.com.
Hints are entered into a drawing for
dinner for two at the historic Publick
House Inn.

Padre Pio

In the small Italian village PogTvELY 8ling—as the stories from World
of Pietrelcina, on May 25, 1887, ar II. San Giovanni Rotondo,
Francesco Forgione was born  SPEAKING where Padre Pio lived, was under
into a humble family of farmers. = threat from Allied bombing cam-
No one could have predicted that TOBY paigns. Intelligence reports indi-
this boy, who would later take the MOORE cated German munitions near
name Padre Pio, would become == the town, making it a likely tar-

one of the most enigmatic and
revered figures in modern Catholicism.

Padre Pio’s journey to the priesthood
began early. As a child, he claimed to
have mystical experiences, including
visions of Jesus and Mary. At 15, he
entered the Capuchin Order, and by 23,
he was ordained a priest. But it wasn’t
his sermons or pastoral care that would
make him famous—it was the miracu-
lous and inexplicable phenomena that
surrounded him.

Perhaps the most famous aspect of
Padre Pio’s life was his stigmata—
wounds resembling those of Christ on
the cross. In 1918, while praying, Padre
Pio reportedly received these marks,
which he bore for 50 years until his
death.

The stigmata were examined multi-
ple times by medical professionals, with
opinions ranging from supernatural to
psychological or physical causes. The
Vatican conducted thorough investiga-
tions into these claims over decades,
reflecting both skepticism and respect.

Ultimately, the Church ruled the stig-
mata as genuine and beyond natural
explanation, contributing to his canon-
ization in 2002.

His mystical gifts didn’t stop there.
Padre Pio was said to possess the abili-
ty to bilocate—appearing in two places
at once—and to read souls, revealing
private details during confessions that
penitents hadn’t disclosed.

These accounts, while widely believed
by his devotees, are based on anecdotal
evidence and lack independent verifica-
tion, leading skeptics to question their
authenticity. Padre Pio humbly attribut-
ed all his gifts to God, famously saying, “I
only want to be a poor friar who prays.”

For all the awe he inspired, skepti-
cism followed him, too. Was the stigmata
self-inflicted? Were the stories exagger-
ated by adoring followers? In the 1920s,
the Church temporarily restricted Padre
Pio’s public ministry, citing concerns
about the authenticity of his wounds
and the intensity of his following. These
questions persist but don’t diminish the
enduring allure of his legacy.

Of all the mysteries tied to Padre Pio,
none are as dramatic—or as spine-tin-

Community
Connection

get.

But according to eyewitness accounts,
strange things happened whenever
Allied planes flew near the area. Pilots
reported seeing a figure in the sky—a
monk with outstretched arms—forcing
them to veer off course. Bombs either
dropped harmlessly into nearby fields,
or missions were abandoned altogether
due to unexplained mechanical failures.
These stories, while captivating, lack
corroboration in wartime records and
are primarily based on post-war testi-
monies.

One American pilot, shaken by what
he described as a vision of a monk in the
air, visited San Giovanni Rotondo after
the war. When he saw Padre Pio, he rec-
ognized him immediately as the figure
who had appeared before his plane.

This account and others like it were
popularized by author Frank Rega in
“Padre Pio and America.”

While these stories border on the
unbelievable, they come from multiple
sources. Even skeptics wonder: How was
the town spared when so many others
weren’t? Could these be tales of coinci-
dence and wartime imagination, or were
they miraculous interventions?

Stories like these invite both awe and
doubt. How much of what we hear is
faith-driven embellishment, and how
much points to something beyond
human understanding?

He once remarked: “In books we seek
God; in prayer we find him..."

Perhaps it is that unwavering belief
in prayer and divine intervention that
makes stories of Padre Pio so compelling.

Whether or not Padre Pio truly
appeared as a “flying monk” to Allied
pilots, the fact remains: his life contin-
ues to captivate millions.

As we consider these extraordinary
tales, we don’t have to decide whether
they are fact or fiction. Instead, we can
marvel at their ability to inspire and
remind us of the mysteries that sur-
round the human experience.

During our time of division and
uncertainty, perhaps the most valuable
takeaway from Padre Pio’s life is his sim-
ple yet profound message: “Pray, hope,
and don’t worry.”

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\(orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

™ 508-248-9797 L 1OPane

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

McEPRAL Tanks Filled
to 80%

Driver
Discretion

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

5] Se—— $5.70 300-500...0v100e $2.55

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 12/2/24 was 52-99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

0

“Gall Us First!”

*prices subject to change

e R

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media G
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FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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GARDEN
MOMENTS

..........

MELINDA
MYERS

Dress up a potted dwarf
spruce, Norfolk Island
pine, lemon cypress or
topiary Rosemary or lav-
ender plant for the holi-
days and enjoy its beauty
all year. Add a bit of gar-
land and a few small orna-
ments for a festive effect.

Norfolk Island pines
have long been decked out
and displayed for the hol-
idays. Smaller specimens
can be placed on a table-
top, and larger ones can
be used as indoor floor
plants when space allows.
Grow Norfolk Island pines
in a cool welllit loca-
tion free of hot and cold
drafts. Occasionally, turn
plants growing in front of
windows to ensure even
growth.

Avoid low humidity and
dry soil, often resulting
in dry brown needles and
branches. Use a gravel tray
to reduce your workload
and increase your growing
success. Place pebbles in
the plant saucer and set
the container on the peb-
bles so it rests above any
excess water that collects
in the saucer. Water thor-
oughly and often enough
to keep the soil slightly
moist. The excess water
that collects in the sau-
cer increases humidity
around the plant.

Tabletop lemon cypress
(Cupressus macrocarpa
‘Goldcrest Wilma’) trees
have filled the benches at
garden centers and florists
for the past few holiday
seasons. Their fragrant
chartreuse needles and
upright conical shape
make them a cheery addi-
tion to your winter décor.
Grow them in a brightly
lit location near a draft-
free window and water
thoroughly when the top
few inches are dry to the
touch. Those who garden
in zones seven to ten can
move them into their land-
scape or add them to their

Melinda Myers
Lemon cypress trees add
interest and texture to this
poinsettia display.
outdoor containers after
the danger of frost has
passed. This dwarf variety
can eventually reach six
feet tall and three to four
feet wide.

Enjoy the beauty, fra-
grance, and flavor of a
topiary Rosemary tree.
Grow it in a brightly lit
location and water thor-
oughly when the top few
inches of soil begin to dry.
Regularly trim the branch-
es to maintain the upright
tree shape. Use clippings
to season your favorite hol-
iday dishes.

Consider growing a
tree-shaped lavender plant
this holiday season for its
attractive foliage and calm-
ing fragrance. Grow your
lavender in a south-facing
or other sunny window.
Find a cool spot in your
home away from hot and
cold air drafts. The cool-
er air helps increase your
indoor growing success.
Water it thoroughly when
the top inch of soil is dry
to the touch. Pour off any
excess water that collects
in the saucer.

If you want a tree that
can be moved outdoors

into the landscape or a
container in hardiness
zones two to six, consider
growing a tabletop dwarf
Alberta spruce tree (Picea
glauca ‘Conica’). Grow it
in a very cool bright loca-
tion indoors. Water thor-
oughly as needed pouring
off any excess water that
collects in the saucer.

If the buds break and
new growth appears, wait
until the danger of frost
has passed to move it out-
doors. Just change out the
seasonal decorations and
enjoy it on Valentine’s Day;
Easter, and any spring hol-
iday celebrations. Grow it
outside in a sunny loca-
tion protected from winter
wind and sun to prevent
the needles from drying.
Watch for spider mites
which are a common pest

Selection and care of living holiday trees

on this landscape plant.

These plants also make
great gifts for the holidays
and for the host or hostess.
You and your gift recipi-
ents will enjoy the beauty
of these plants throughout
the holidays and beyond.

Melinda Mpyers has
written over 20 gardening
books, including Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd
Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and
the nationally syndicated
Melinda’s Garden Moment
radio program. Myers is a
columnist and contributing
editor for Birds & Blooms
magazine. Myers’ Web site
is  www.MelindaMpyers.
com.

Bay Path Academy Director attends
60th Anmversary Civil Rights Celebration

BOSTON — Gretheline
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN
Ed, RN, CRRN of Athol
(formerly of Dudley
and Douglas), Academy
Director at Bay Path
Practical Nursing
Academy in Charlton,
was joined by her hus-
band, Joseph Bolandrina,
at the “We Still CARE-
60th Anniversary Civil
Rights Celebration at
the Embrace Monument,
Boston Common. The
mission of the Embrace
Boston is “to dismantle
structural racism through
our work at the intersec-
tion of arts and culture,
community, and research
and policy” and the vision
is “a radically inclusive
and equitable Boston
where everyone belongs
and Black people prosper,
grounded in joy, love, and
well-being.” https://www.
embraceboston.org/

At the 60th Anniversary
Civil Rights Celebration
members of the academic
community came together
to honor the legacy of the

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

9 530-SkE-HHSFORTC OFFICE BUI LD

« Historical building, also known as .
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 .
. Large Executive Offices with Elegant .
Finishes and High Ceilings .
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas .

FOR SALE

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

JAMES GLICKMAN

Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

Courtesy

Joseph and Gretheline Bolandrina at The Embrace Boston.

Civil Rights Movement
and celebrate the progress
made. The in-person event
featured inspiring speak-
ers, live music, and com-
munity activities such as
mural painting. Attendees
brought pairs of slightly
used shoes for the symbol-
ic Civil Rights march. The
event allowed for opportu-
nity to reflect on history
and continue the fight for
equality and justice.

The Coalition for
Anti-Racism and Equity
(CARE) hosted the 60th

Anniversary Civil Rights
Celebration.

According to
Bolandrina, “It was inspir-
ing and an honor to attend
and reflect.”

It is worth acknowledg-
ing the work that still lies
ahead.

She adds, “I am grate-
ful to have met State
Representative Tara Hong
and Jasmin Rivas, CARE
Program Director in per-
son. She invited us to
CARE.”

CARE - the Coalition for

Anti-racism and Equity
is a 501(c)(3) state mem-
ber-driven nonprofit in
the state of Massachusetts
https://www.caredequity.
org/ . CARE is committed
to fostering social justice
and equity in education.
CARE works to empower
students, educators, and
communities by advocat-
ing for systemic change,
promoting diversity, and
creating opportunities for
underrepresented voices
to lead and thrive. CARE
supports “educators of all
forms--teachers, guidance
counselors, and adminis-
trators-in uniting across
the commonwealth to
share experiences that
will inform the legislative
process around anti-rac-
ism in the education sys-
tem.” CARE values the
voice of education pro-
fessionals and believes
engaging in statewide
conversations are vital in
decision-making.

Massachusetts  State
Representative Tara
Thorn Hong of the 18th
Middlesex District who
spoke at the event shared
that he is “grateful for
the uplifting speakers
especially from all of the
young people that are part
of team who put all of this
together!”

He added, “Let us keep
the work going to build
better and safer future for
a]l!”

Y GFrlaa? s Child 4 4+

Jalen and Jaren
Age 13 and 13
Registration
# 8657 and 8659

Hi!

dren/8657-8659

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and
teens in foster care.

N a;\\ a;\\ ai\\ a;\\ o

Our names are Jalen
and Jaren and we want to be
adopted together!

Jaren and Jalen are twin boys,
they have similar interests, and
they both enjoy moon sand
and other sensory items. Jalen
and Jaren love playing Temple
Run and watching sports on
their iPad. The twins also en-
joy spending time outside and
playing on the swings.

Jaren and Jalen are current-
ly enrolled in a special school
where they are doing well with
the services and support put in
place for their overall develop-
ment. Their social worker stated
that Jaren and Jalen can bond very well with staff and caretakers
who have been consistent in their lives. They have great smiles
and get along with people they encounter!

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/chil-
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Bay Path Nursing

students show gratitude

CHARLTON
General education
focuses on academic
success measures such
as grade point average
and graduation rates.
For nursing education
this includes licensure
examination first time
pass rate. Indeed, these
outcomes are import-
ant, but they are the
traditional measures of
success. The outcomes
fail to capture the com-
plexities of nursing
student success, the
integration of psycho-
logical and cognitive
aspects of the learning
experience, the nurs-
ing students’ grit and
grace, the tenacity of
spirit, the joys, appre-
ciation, and gratitude.

As nursing students,
it is nice to show appre-
ciation and gratitude
towards the faculty
and staff who sup-
ports and guides your
training and educa-
tion. Eight members of
the Practical Nursing
Class of 2025 did just
that. Not with a sim-
ple thank you note, but
with an impromptu and
yet thoughtful way to
express their appreci-
ation for the faculty
and staff’s hard work
and dedication, a group
photo holding signs
that reads, “Thank you
for all that you do!”

Collectively known
as “Team Webster,” the
eight nursing students
are Elizabeth Achayo
of Worcester, Cynthia

& Health Care Center
https://webstermanor-
rehab.com/ in Webster.
The Webster Manor

offers skilled nurs-
ing and rehabilitative
care. They are devot-
ed to providing res-
idents with quality
care with an individu-
alized touch, designed
to improve residents’
quality of life. As part
of Athena Health Care
Systems’ continuum
of care, residents can
“age in place” knowing
that they do not have
to move as their care
needs change.

cess,” she said. Bay
Path Practical Nursing
Academy has a small
clinical faculty to stu-
dent ratio of 1:8, less
than the maximum
ratio established by the
Board of Registration
in Nursing of 1:10.
Both faculty and staff
at Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy cre-
ate a positive learning
experience and help in
understanding how the-
ory related directly to
patient care at special-
ly selected clinical sites
such as the Webster
Manor. Hands on edu-

According to Dr. cationand the ability to
égﬁg,g?l% O&kW;;thStg? Healy, Team Webster practicg in a safe learn-
Worcester Rachel 18 great, f‘they are ingenvironment allows
Anane of, Worcester alll attept}ve, they studgnts to ) become
Tamara Lidonde of enjoy clinicals, and confident. With only

I love them all.” Dr. three weeks remain-

Spencer, Ashley Rincon
of Southbridge, Giselle
Rosario of Southbridge,
and Katelyn Smith
of Charlton. All are
under the leader-
ship and guidance of
Dr. Adelina Healy of
Dudley and attend their
fundamentals of prac-
tical nursing clinical
rotation at the Webster
Manor Rehabilitation

Healy joined Bay Path
Practical Nursing
Academy as adjunct
faculty in 2017. She
positively praised the
education and training
the nursing students
received. “As faculty, I
see firsthand how the
staff and faculty inter-
acted with nursing
students and the true
concern for their suc-

ing before the end of
Term one and progres-
sion to Term two, Team
Webster is mastering
their clinical skills. As
the demand for quali-
fied nurses increases,
their training, edu-
cation, preparation,
expression of appreci-
ation and gratitude is
surely leading them to
a great path to success.

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE

CASUAL WATERFRONT

308 4 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LLAKESIDE GEeT Your Comepy DINNER SHow  pusic
Tickers =Jan. 8TH $65/PERSON BINGO
LIVE MUSIC LINEUP SERv,
7T09

12-6 Bess

12-13  Fenoer Roap
12-20 Missy & Mike

f Boox YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTIES soou '

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website |
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
B08LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

b Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter
menu

MORSE TREE FARM

AT THE LUMBER YARD

Cut your own or
choose from our large
selection of fresh-cut
Christmas Trees,
Blue Spruce,
Black Hills Spruce,
Balsam Fir,
Fraser Fir,
Concolor Fir and
Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge « 508-764.3231 « www.morse-lumber.com
7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

The Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm

has been a local tradition bringing happiness
and joy to families for over 60 years!

Please place your Christmas
catering ordersi nol later than
Sunday, December' 20th

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street

2 Lane 21 Brookfield MA
South Pond $824.900

< Live your LAKESIDE DREAM at this unique, meticu-
lously maintained TURN-KEY home w/150ft of sandy
¢ beach front on SOUTH POND, a 70ft deep fully recrea-
M tional lake. You will be greeted by a beautiful 4 season
sunroom w/built in screens & custom made panels for
winter. 1st fl has 8 1/2” European White Oak Floors, an
eat-in kitchen with stunning views of the lake, sliders
to the rebuilt deck, living room w/vaulted ceiling and
fireplace. Dining room & full bath. 2nd floor you have
master bedroom w/beamed ce|I|ng skyllght spacmus
closets & view of the lake, another bedroom & full bath. The ps 7

finished walk-out lower level has brand new flooring, family [
room or 2nd living room, third bedroom, half bath & laundry. E&8
There are doors leading out to a private patio area. Off the patio &
you will find brand new stairs leading down to your private 150’
beach area with 50" aluminum dock & ramps & 1998 Mastercraft |
boat INCLUDED. This home has gone through a modernized res-

toration in the past 5 years
/ ‘DY Broker/Owner « LISA CARON
caronlisarick@aol.com e lisacaron.com

[LISA CA RON 42 West Main Street Brookfield, MA 01506
R {reaL ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS,

508-341-8299 RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

ESTATE

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR...

$1000

IN REBATES!*

Purchase a qualifying Kitchen Pa‘.ka__;e'
Laundry Bundle
$1000Q in Rel

MATTRESS SALE! (s (nerf o AEREEST
: & i DISHWASHER | | REFRIGERATOR|| REFRIGERATOR | [ IRESRD-H bt e
TWIN: $199 ¢ y4p $
(REGULARLY $299) szssﬂa %ssss sqggsn Buy 5 pieces- $800
FU LI.. $269 4 WAS $599.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $499.99 Buy 6 pieces- $1000
(REGULARLY $499)
FULL: $299 7CU.FT. DELUXE MAYTAG WHIRLPOOL FRIGIDAIRE ZDESE!I%'I:_IQI_W
(EGULARLY 3559 FREEZER || “DRYER " || _WhShER afigsﬂr!g% sEPucEaton || FREEZER
3 99 9
FYNRGITER | sise™ | sase~ | sbage |S1890~) §iG90™ | 700
F DELUXE 15 CU. FT. GE SMOOTH OVER THE
50” HDTV Ly7I Rl | WHIRLPOOL | o A%MF;T;GE < mgﬂELHOAD CHEST TOP ELECTRIC RANGE
Regulari 364999 ...... WASHER AAGRISIGCEAS *Stainkess Stest HGFWSSOSSNWW FREEZER SAOVE MICROWAVE
(Regularly o 99 99 99
CIEED | $499% gss $499% |55999% | $199
[Regu!a rly $449999] """" WAS $699.95 WAS $629,00 WAS $999.99 WAS 560999 WAS $5939.89 WAS $272.99

75” Samsung....... $599'99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999'99
(Regularly $1499.99

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

news@
stonebridgepress.niews / Ji3\

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

WHITCO

W Store Hours: Mon-through Fri. 10am-8:30pm eSat: 10am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
FOR 100'S OF DEALS!
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SUTTON- Edward
J. DeHaan, 82, beloved
husband, father and
local business owner,
passed away peacefully
| at home on Wednesday,

November 27, 2024. At
the time of his passing Ed was surround-
ed by the supportive love of his family.

Ed was born in Whitinsville and
raised in Sutton, the son of John and
Grace (Foppema) DeHaan. He attended
Whitinsville Christian School, was a 1960
graduate of Sutton High School and stud-
ied at Dean Junior College. During this
time, Ed worked as a service mechanic
at his father’s new car dealership Indian
Pontiac, in Whitinsville. In 1962, Ed enlist-
ed into the U.S. Army where he honorably
served his country. Upon his return home,
Ed resumed working in the sales and
service departments of Indian Pontiac,
alongside his father and brother, Ken.
During this time, Ed would also marry his
high school sweetheart, Genevieve (née
Vaundell).

After his father’s decision to retire in
1973, Ed and his brother dissolved Indian
Pontiac and reopened on the same proper-
ty as DeHaan Motors, Inc. Together, they
offered honest quality automotive sales
and service to hundreds of customers in
the Blackstone Valley over the next thirty
years. Upon his retirement, Ed would
remain active in the automotive business,
working first with Rick’s Tire and Auto
Sales in No. Smithfield, RI, then Meineke
Car Care of Shrewsbury, and Bump 'n
Touch, Inc. where he always maintained
his reputation for honesty and integrity.
He enjoyed most working at the Mendon
Greenhouse.

When not working, Ed looked forward
to a round of golf with his childhood
friend Craig Wallace. He enjoyed visit-
ing the Sutton, Douglas and Northbridge
Senior Centers where a challenge of Pitch
or Cribbage was always welcomed. He
missed few opportunities to share Army
stories - most especially his adventures in
Turkey. In earlier years Ed enjoyed being
outside while deer hunting and together
with Ginny, enjoyed camping adventures
and vacations with their children. Hardly
a weekend would pass without breakfast

Edward J. DeHaan, 82

OBITUARIES

plans with his beloved g
family.

In addition to his
devoted wife, Ginny,
Ed is survived by their
two children, Lisa M.
DeHaan and Michael E. DeHaan, both
who reside in Sutton; two nephews, Brian
and Craig DeHaan; two nieces, Jody
Myers-Fierz and Jamie Blair; a brother-
in-law, David (wife Becky) Vaundell and
a sister-in-law, Susan DeHaan. Ed was
preceded in death by his brother, Ken
DeHaan and a sister-in-law, Judy Myers.

A graveside committal service with
Military Honors will be held Monday,
December 9th, at 12:30pm, in south
Cemetery, 29 Hough Rd, Sutton.

Ed’s family wishes to thank the VNA
Hospice Team for the Kkindness and
compassion provided to Ed during his
final days. In lieu of flowers Ed’s fami-
ly respectfully request contributions be
made in Ed’s memory to the Friends of
the Sutton Elders, 19 Hough Rd, Sutton,
MA 01590. Arrangements are under the
care of Hays Funeral Home, 56 Main
Street, Northborough, MA 01532. To leave
an online condolence, please visit www.
HaysFuneralHome.com.

Theona J. Taylor, alifelongfigure in the
Whitinsville community passed away
peacefully on November 27, 2024, after a
period of declining health. Theona’s life
was a testament to devotion, both to her
family, friends and to those she served
throughout her career.

Born on August 14, 1940, Theona was
the beloved daughter of the late John and
Annie (Baker) DeJong and stepdaughter
of the late Henry Kooistra. She grew up
in Whitinsville alongside her brothers,
Stuart and Gordon DeJong. Her broth-
er Stuart, a resident of Whitinsville,
who helped greatly with her care, was a
source of strength, comfort and familiar-
ity for her. Gordon and his wife Barbara,
also residents of Whitinsville, remained
close to Theona throughout her life.
Special thanks and gratitude to Tom and
Valerie Kuik and their family for years
of love, fellowship, hospitality and care

Jackman Funeral Home

7 Mechanic St. Douglas, MA
12 Spring St., Whitinsville, MA

Te ancre[f—jacéman Funeral Home
35 Snowling Rd., Uxbridge, MA

(508) 278-2200 - Reaches All Locations

JackmanFuneralHome@yahoo.com ~ JackmanFuneralHomes.com

LEGALS

Shirley M.

Heney, 87

Northbridge- Shirley M.
Heney, 87, of Elston Ave.
passed away on Sat. Nov. 23,
2024 at UMass University
Campus after a period of
declining health.

She is survived by 2 |
sisters; Ida M. Haley and |
Elva M. Heney both of
Northbridge; a sister-in-law
Dorothy A. Heney; nephews,
nieces, and dear friends.
She was predeceased by her
brother Henry J. “Sonny” Heney Jr.
and brother-in-law William E. Haley.
Born in Northbridge on March
27,1937 she was daughter of the late
Henry J. Sr. and Blanche (Trottier)
Heney and lived in town all her life.

Shirley found great fulfillment in
her career as a Nurse Practitioner,
retiring from Employee Health at
Umass Memorial Medical Center at
the age of 63. She was educated
in St. Peter’s School, Northbridge
High School, Class of 1955 and
Hahnemann School of Nursing.
A lifelong member of St. Peter’s
Parish in Rockdale, she enjoyed the
annual Bazaar and loved attending

Theona J. Taylor

for Theona.
o Y Theona’s heart
<A found its match in
Robert J. Taylor.
L He was on leave
d from the U.S.
€\ o Navy docked in
) Newport, RI and he
and a friend drove
to  Whitinsville
to visit. The only
guidelines for a weekend stay with com-
plimentary lodging and food, was that
they had to go to church on Sunday.
Theona and Bob met at church.

The two were united in marriage,
building a life filled with love and mutu-
al respect. Although Robert preceded
her in death, their shared memories
continued to be a source of joy and
solace for Theona. Together, they raised
three children—Bryan J. Taylor and his
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™ the monthly dinners with

' her friends. She was an
avid New England sports
fan, watching the Celtics,
Patriots, Bruins, and Red
Sox, often toggling the TV
between games so as not to
miss anything! There was
nothing she loved more than
having family and friends
visit, whether in person or
on the phone! Family, friend
or stranger, you could not
be in Shirley’s presence without
feeling her love.

Her Memorial Funeral Mass will
be held Sat. Dec. 7 at 9am in St.
Peter’s Church, 39 Church Ave.
Northbridge. A brunch will be
served from 10-11:30 at St. Peter’s
Parish Hall, followed by burial in
St. Patrick’s Cemetery. There are no
calling hours. Memorial donations
may be made to St. Peter’s Church,
39 Church Ave. Box 446 Northbridge,
MA 01534. To leave a condolence
message for her family please visit
http://www.jackmanfuneralhome.
com

wife Lori of Florida, Neal Taylor and
his wife Christine of Douglas, and the
late Karyn J. Taylor beloved daughter,
sister and friend to Kathy and Jan whom
Theona appreciated, loved and enjoyed
their continued visits and care.

Her role as grandmother to Addison
and Cole, was one she cherished most
deeply. Theona’s extended family includ-
ed 7 nieces and nephews, Gina, Scott,
Amy, Derrick, Holly, Darren and Candice.

Professionally, Theona dedicated
many years of service as a nurse’s aide
at Beaumont Nursing Home, where she
earned admiration and gratitude of
countless families for her compassionate
care.

Theona found joy in the simplicity of
life. She took camping trips to the ocean
with her family and lifelong friends from
her church community. After retiring she
took pleasure and comfort in wintering in
Florida, where she basked in the winter
sunshine with friends and family. Theona
also had a fondness for puzzles and word
finds a hobby that reflected her patient
and thoughtful nature.

A woman of strong faith, Theona lived
her beliefs through her actions including
fellowship, kindness, charity, and love in
her daily life. She was a lifelong member
of Pleasant Street Christian Reformed
Church where she formed long lasting
friendships and found spiritual fulfill-
ment throughout her 84 years of life.

Funeral services and interment pri-
vate.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
Docket No. WO24P4016EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Micahel R Feeney
Date of Death: August 07, 2024

To all persons who have or may have
some interest in the above-captioned
estate and, if interested, to the Office
of the Attorney General and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, notice is
hereby given on September 30 2024
that the Petitioner
Zeb Z.T. Feeney of Uxbridge, MA
Petition for Informal Appointment of
Personal Representative, to serve
without surety on the bond
Zeb Z.T. Feeney of Uxbridge, MA
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
December 6, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO20P1433EA
Estate of:

Edwin Matuzek
Date of Death: 03/28/2020
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Joseph W. Allen, Ill of Worcester MA
requesting that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account,
1st and other such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
court. You have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and
objection at this court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 12/24/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy,
First Justice of this Court
November 25, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of
Probate
December 6, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P4009PM
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT
OF CONSERVATOR OR OTHER
PROTECTIVE ORDER PURSUANT
TO G.L.c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405
In the matter of:
Northbridge, MA
Of: RESPONDENT
(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all
other interested persons, a petition
has been filed by Advinia Care at
Northbridge of Northbridge, MA, in
the above captioned matter alleging
that Gloria Comastra is in need of a
Conservator or other protective order
and requesting that Lisa Judkins of
Auburn, MA (or some other suitable
person) be appointed as Conservator

to serve Without Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is disabled,
that a protective order or appointment
of a Conservator is necessary, and that
the proposed conservator is appro-
priate. The petition is on file with this
court.
You have the right to object to
this proceeding. If you wish to do
S0, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
12/17/2024. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by the
return date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you. In
addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may
limit or completely take away the
above-named person’s right to make
decisions about personal affairs or
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask for a
lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the abovenamed person cannot
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
November 22, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate

December 6, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P4010GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT
OF GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED PERSON
PURSUANT TO G.L.c. 190B, §
5-304
In the matter of: Gloria Comastra

Of: Northbridge, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all
other interested persons, a petition
has been filed by Advinia Care at
Northbridge of Northbridge, MA, in
the above captioned matter alleging
that Gloria Comastra is in need of a
Guardian and requesting that Spooner
Guardianship Services of Auburn, MA
(or some other suitable person) be
appointed as Conservator to serve
Without Surety on the bond. The
petition asks the court to determine
that the Respondent is disabled, that
a protective order or appointment of
a Conservator is necessary, and that
the proposed conservator is appro-
priate. The petition is on file with this
court.
You have the right to object to
this proceeding. If you wish to do
s0, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
12/17/2024. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by the
return date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you. In
addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may
limit or completely take away the
above-named person’s right to make
decisions about personal affairs or
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask for a
lawyer. Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the abovenamed person cannot
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed
at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
November 22, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
December 6, 2024
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(508) 234-2002

We are accepting donations for
our Plummer Place Café. Heavy
duty plasticware utensils, heavy
duty plates large and small, bowls,
napkins, plastic cups, crystal lite
packs, bottled water either large or
small, creamers, decaf coffee and
regular coffee, Shaw’s gift cards. We
appreciate all donations to help our
café run successfully!

Plummer Place Shuffleboard
League has openings for a few more

Plummer Place
Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

players. They meet every Tuesday
at 9:00am. Call the Center to join
this fun league or for more infor-
mation.

Plummer Place Singers has
changed its day and time. They will
now meet on Wednesdays at 1:00pm.
Raianne Richards will lead you as
a group, to develop your skills, to
enjoy the camaraderie, and to per-
haps sing for others. If you would
like to join this group, please call
the Center to sign up. The cost is $5

per week.

“Writing Your Way” will meet
Thursdays from 2:00-3:30pm.
They will meet every 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month. All writers
are welcome to share their writing
with others, get motivated to write
their story, and get feedback from
fellow writers! Lori Gannon is the
instructor for this class, call the
Center for more information. $5/
class.

“Understanding Grief”, Mondays,
November 18th and 25th, December
2nd and 9th at 2:00pm. Join us for
this 4-week class to explore and
understand our grief together in
a safe environment. Come ready
to learn and begin healing. Please
bring a journal to write in. At the
end of the four-week class, we
will continue as a Grief Support
Group, meeting the second Monday
of the month at 2:00pm, beginning
January 13th. Sign up in the main
office.

ATO DY A

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified  RS# 2678

Ph:

TR

“ ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
5 Y

Snowhlower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM J

KUBALA

a8
{ﬂ HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

508-784-1550
:ERO

ﬂﬁ%@

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services
Over 30 years experience

Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &
CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation

& Chimney Repair, New

& Stair Repair, Concrete

Walkways, Stonewalls,

New Roofs, Construction

Licensed
& Insured

908-867-2877

\ d&;Carpin_ttr)G ) 508'754'9054
AWl /\ Fagle Gutters

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

aeaglegutters.com

|2 =D
2 B

"PLUMBING_f| Plunibing "ROOFING_ Roofing__

BONETTPI'S
Home Improvement
Roofing MASONRY HARDSCAPE
Siding RETAINING WALLS
Decks OUTDOOR
Remodeling LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Windows Chimney Repair

Doors

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance

Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience Water Proofing
Residential Specialist Delivery of Aggregate
Cord Wood

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn4b@gmail.com

David Barbale
ROOFING

GUARANTEED

BUILOING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter

JOHN DALY LJ‘W MIKE LAMBERT'S
Prumbing | | (= RERRG
Specializing 43
on repairs ornew | | Commercial
installs for home Residential,
owners New Construction
since 1988
369 Main St,
Fully licensed and Ste 4
insured Spencer, MA
Lic #MPL 21763 1-833-969-4330
Call Fully Insured
508-304-7816
idrainmarf%ftlé)aol.mm MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@GMAIL.COM

cleaning, gutter repairs, 1
Certainteed Shingle Hoof/ng / Gutters
Master Certified! Repair Work
Contact Daniel Truax )
508-450-7472 Fully Licensed
call or text and Insured
ghmaintco.com MA LIC #CS069127

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Flnancmg Available

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

PEST CONTROL

Asian Longhorr; e
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured * Free Ouotes
REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? Eeo
BBB

Advertise on
this page for
one low price!
Get 7 papers.

Call

4 200~ 0S8

o Spencer New Leader
o Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager

o Southbridge News

» Webster Times

o Auburn News

» Blackstone Valley Tribune

For Advertising
Information,Call
774-200-7308
email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news
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How some popular holiday
traditions got their start

Will you be baking
gingerbread or hang-
ing stockings by the
fireplace this holiday
season? Perhaps you’ll
be lighting the meno-
rah or playing a game
of dreidl? The holidays
are steeped in tradi-
tion, some of which are
older than celebrants
may realize.

Individuals gather
during the holidays
and participate in var-
ious traditions that
have withstood the test
of time. Most people
engage in these tradi-
tions or recognize sym-
bols automatically, but
it can be interesting to
learn how these tradi-
tions came to be.

Christmas caroling
The British tradi-
tions of wassailing
and mumming and
the Slavic tradition
of koliada were some
of the precursors to

8 guidelines fo

el

Everyone wants their
gifts to be well-received.
For those giving pres-
ents to children, they
want to see kids’ faces
light up with excitement
when they find a spectac-
ular present underneath
all that wrapping paper.
In order to elicit that joy,
some people may sacri-
fice safety in order to
buy the “coolest” or the
“hottest” gifts around.
But that could be a reci-
pe for injury. It is essen-
tial to consider safety
anytime one is buying
gifts for children.

The U.S. Consumer
Product Safety
Commission says an
estimated 200,000 toy-re-
lated injuries were treat-
ed in United States hos-
pital emergency depart-
ments in 2020, with most
patients four or young-
er. The Public Health
Agency of Canada notes
that, between April 1,
2011 and November 9,
2022, there were 29,268
cases of toy-related
injuries, and children
between the ages of one
and four were the most
affected.

When buying gifts for
children, shoppers can
consider these safety
strategies.

1. Check the recom-
mendations. Toys and
games come with age
recommendations for a
reason. Note ages listed
on boxes, never choos-

Town-to-Town

more modern caroling.
People would go door-
to-door and recite poet-
ry or sing with the hope
of bringing about good
fortune or influenc-
ing a future harvest,
according to Rutgers
University. Carolers
spread hope and good
tidings through song
during a time of year
when sunlight was lim-
ited.

Christmas trees

Pagans once dis-
played evergreen
branches as a reminder
that spring would come
again, while Romans
placed them around
temples to honor
Saturn, the god of agri-
culture. Eventually the
evergreen was used
in conjunction with
Christian Christmas
celebrations. In the six-
teenth century, German
Christians put trees
inside their homes as

symbols of everlasting
life.

Santa Claus

Children who cele-
brate Christmas eager-
ly await the arrival of
a jolly sort who goes
by the name of Santa
Claus. His origin story
stretches back to the
third century, when
Saint Nicholas became
the patron saint of chil-
dren. Saint Nicholas
was a monk in what
is modern-day Turkey.
It is said that he trav-
eled helping the poor
and the sick. History.
com says he is believed
to have saved three
impoverished sisters
from slavery by provid-
ing them with a dowry
so they could be mar-
ried, and he also pro-
vided gifts to children.

Menorah
The menorah is a
multibranched cande-

labra used in Jewish
religious rituals. The
menorah is first men-
tioned in the book
of Exodus when the
design of the lamp was
revealed to Moses by
God on Mount Sinai.
Many menorahs are
seven-branched, but
during Chanukah,
an eight-branched
menorah is used. The
Chanukah menorah
is modeled after the
Tabernacle menorah
that corresponds to the
eight-day festival. It
was used to celebrate
the rededication of the
Second Temple. The
available oil supply
was supposed to light
the menorah for just
one day, but the can-
dles actually burned
for eight.

Mistletoe
Kissing under the
mistletoe is a holiday
season tradition that

5"

7 safe gifts

ing above the child’s
age even if the young-
ster seems mature for
his or her age.

2. Be mindful of
small parts. Small toys
can present a choking
hazard. Also, check to
see if parts are secure
or can break off.

3. Check breakability.
Avoid gifts that seem
flimsy or delicate. Stay
away from toys made
from glass or thin
plastic, as they could
shatter if dropped or
thrown.

4. Be mindful of
antiques. Although
older or antique toys
and games can be
interesting and read-
ily found at garage
sales and flea markets,
some older toys could

be unsafe. They may
contain lead or toxic
paints. Others may
not have been made in
adherence to modern
toy safety standards.

5. Look for the
ASTM label. ASTM
International is a stan-
dards organization
that publishes techni-
cal international stan-
dards for a range of
materials. Games and
toys that meet ASTM
safety standards are
better choices.

6. Check battery sizes.
Selecting powered gifts
that utilize larger bat-
teries could be safer for
children. Size D, C, and
even double A are bet-
ter than items that use
very small, button-like
batteries, which can

be easily swallowed,

potentially causing
injuries to the digestive
tract. Also, confirm

that batteries are hard
to access.

7. Include protective
gear with the gift. If
you purchase a gift like
a skateboard or bicycle,
include helmets and
additional safety gear
to ensure they are safer
to use.

8. Learn how gifts
work. Read the instruc-
tions and familiarize
yourself with the oper-
ation of the gift so you
can help the child use it
correctly.

When buying gifts for
children, well-meaning
individuals must take
the safety of an item
into consideration.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS & ,
T74-200-7308

can lead to some red
faces when couples are
caught beneath the
plant. Norse mythology
paved the way for kiss-
ing under the mistletoe.
Legend has it the gods
used mistletoe to resur-
rect Odin’s son, Baldur,
from the dead. Baldur’s
mother, Frigg, the god-
dess of love, made the
plant a symbol of love
and vowed to kiss any-
one who passed under
it. Mistletoe blooms
under cold conditions,
which is how it became
associated with the hol-
iday season.

Yule log
Yule logs were once
part of winter solstice
celebrations to bring
good luck and fortune,
but America is where

a yule log really caught
on as a holiday tradi-
tion. In 1966, the WPIX
television station in
New York City aired a
continuous loop of a
fireplace burning for
three hours with hol-
iday songs playing. It
became an annual tradi-
tion, says History.com.
Some people even serve
a cake that looks like
a yule log. The Buche
de Noél is a tradition-
al Christmas cake that
is especially popular in
France.

Holiday traditions
continue in full force.
Traditions are an
endearing component
of celebrations and
help to unite people
from all backgrounds
during this special time
of year.

5 fun gift exchange ideas

Gift-giving is a significant component of the
holiday season. Families can embrace traditional
gift-giving, but those who want to add a touch of
whimsy to gatherings with loved ones can consider
these five creative and fun ways to exchange gifts.

1. Play the plastic wrap game. To exchange small
stocking stuffer gifts, compile gift cards, cash,
small toys, candy, and even some larger gifts (all
participants can chip in and one person shops for
the gifts). The designated person in charge begins
rolling up the gifts in the plastic, adding one every
few rolls. Turning the ball 90 degrees while wrap-
ping helps make a more round, finished gift ball.
To play, the person with the ball puts on oven mitts
and tries to unwrap as much as they can to access
the gifts, while the person to the left is attempting
to roll doubles on dice. When doubles are made,
that person passes the dice to the left and starts his
or her own attempts to get at the gifts in the plastic
ball. The game ends when all the gifts are revealed,
whether everyone has had a chance to unwrap or
not.

2.Plan a white elephant gift exchange. A white ele-
phant exchange is like a secret grab bag. Everyone
brings a wrapped gift, and then takes turns choos-
ing a gift based on the number they’ve been given.
When the gift is chosen, the person opens it. The
next player can select a fresh gift or steal one of the
presents that’s already been opened.

3. Host a make-and-take craft party. With this
type of exchange, participants will engage in some
form of crafting for the duration of the event,
whether it’spottery, painting, epoxy resin pouring,
or even knit crafts. At the end of the night everyone
can swap their creations with another or keep their
own crafts as gifts.

4. Give the gift of a group outing. Instead of
exchanging material gifts, focus on sharing expe-
riences with friends and family. A trip to watch
a sports game or a theater performance can be an
excellent way to spend time together, and some-
thing a person may not be inclined to do on his or
her own. Certain venues will offer discounts on
group tickets, so everyone can pool their resources.

5. Host a DIY cookie and cocoa exchange. Cookies,
cocoa and the holidays are a perfect combination.
A gift exchange where participants supply ingre-
dients for these sweet treats, share their favorite
recipes and then put together the finished products
can make for an entertaining and festive afternoon.
Each person can fill a cookie tin with baked cook-
ies to take home and mason jars filled with home-
made hot cocoa mix and marshmallows can be an
additional gift to enjoy later on a chilly evening.

There are plenty of fun ways to exchange gifts
during the holiday season.

Place your ad'today!

WAR RELICS &

WAR SOUVENIERS FOSTER
WANTED: PARENTS
WWII & EARLIER WANTED:

CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central

Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

MA To

Burden yourself no more
with higher rents!

Come see this cozy
mobile home for $72,000
in Thompson,

CT. Lot fee applies.
Age 40+ in this park.
Call 860-315-7395

Owner financing available

“’-,
PURE BRED BEAGLE
PUPPIES FOR SALE

Contact Jim at 508-294-7264

For
Advertising
! Information

o Call

174-200-7308

email:
mikaela@
stonebridge

Parents on site
First vet visit completed
Now Awailable
$800 (cash/check only)

press.news



BLACKSTONE VALLEY TRIBUNE Friday, December 6, 2024° 11

= : ‘El

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

D HOPKINGTON - 5 SOUTH BARN RD. %
A SORRY, SOLD!!! (

* Located in a serene 5 home subdivision! Handsome 4958 sf
| Colonial. 11 room, open concept floor plan! 4 - 5 bedrooms,
| 4-1/2 baths, 3 car garage. Gunite heated pool!

assisted sale $1,560,000.

hope2o0wn.com
508.943.4333

Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

WEBSTER - 22 COOPER RD /. STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOODDR ) Featuned Wow Lisctealll
FEATURED NEW CONSTRUCTION __ ;?( " WATERFRONT LAND! 10 GODDARD STREET

This two family is centrally located,
convenient access to major routes.
Owner occupied with a first floor
tenant lease. Roof replaced two years
ago , basement windows are new and
several new windows through out
the home. Rents are currently below
market. $330,000

0XFORD
25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!
What's YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level
Free Standing Building is located on a
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!
" Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE -
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units!
***Call Today!** $1,150,000

o i 1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake! Secluded 11.61 Acres
Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman S’fyle Home ~*Tucked - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lake-  suggests the potential for up to 5 house lots! 119 roadfront
side Beach/Boat Ramp . Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living Area, 7 w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage! $599,000 full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Fearuned Waterfrons Listing! ;L: WEBSTER LAKE

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL- ZWBAlTHEc'}'lFFSTALB ( X
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6
UNITS > Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary WEBSTER  LAKE WATERFRONT
BR Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location | Le\{el Iar&dscal\r;lg derlomP h%“S% to the
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & : W:ng\s/;eev?e?&s“ 6 ? o 0(:Tr]1 . 03 %resdex{
full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever | P , N Fira
. o . Bath. Walk out Lower Level! Fire up
Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4

. ) /| the grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !
Spectacular Seasons! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! $1,250,000 $669,900!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE k.
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 3£
Diane Luong 774-239-2937 -
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=& -
) ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
DUDLEY ONE LEVEL LIVING UXBRIDGE- HEATED GARAGE
; = *Central Air “7 R
~ % *Hardwoods . ooms
L Floors gentral Air
* 2 Baths 3Rsoe§fr(1)n
" Family *Formal
Room Dini
£ 1200t | Rmmg
*New Septic | =4 . Yoom
- System ouger
Realty Management, LLc “Fasy ®  Room
Property Management - Property Maintenance : AN S Highway ST e Town
Residential Construction 29 Charlton Road $535,000 Access 27Snowlngoad $390,000 Services
Commercial Remodeling SZYMCAK SELLS-| MARIA-SOLD DEC. 11 5-7PM
Condominium Maintenance WEBSTER DUDLEY °
Rental/Leasing Handyman Services *Nzevg bCoEstrlic]tziﬁn *3 Units DUDLEY BLACK TAVERN
*2.5 baths * * Total Rehab Proj >
Established in 1985 2500 :q_ f f’%} erf Szlsvizgge“ LET’S TALK REAL ESTATE
with almost 40 years of experience. _ ASSISTED SALE *Ask About Homes for
Fully licensed and insured. ) Heroes Reward Program
971 Providence Rd Poletl i N *Discuss Buying Investment Property
Whitinsville, MA 01588 e Reservations Suggested
508-234-3414 T B ] 88
www.RRRMGT.com $640,000 |7 Oak Street - Call Jo-Ann 774-7230-5044
. _ @ _ 2o

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE Sandi Grzyb
PROBLEMS” ERA Key Realty 1 look forward to X% When
_ _ Experience
ek s s S I WORGESTER stig v i p
We need properties to sell - any type! DonnaFlannery Realtor® m::;i:r“@ ?:,",‘,’.Ii’r"“ Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau ventures! A al!d
Conrad Allen Corsfanacyseaisccom B ® S08-612-9843 . guI);_ing Commitment
Dennaflannery@erakey.net Kayleen0O@aol.com * Selling
fgl?e':?gé%‘g:ol com YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991 e Investing S Mattef
: NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER . 1
P SERVICE - p. Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
R E / M X RE/MAX TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS 774.230.3500/508.943.6960 4 ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME n sandigrzyb@aol.com ~a 508.612.1382
A ‘ i S~ AR
ERA HALL OF FAME . ( memax REZMAX Y
RE/MAX Professional Associates . 65 Southbridge Street, \\' Kuaon J MESReaI.ty.con.l
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 Auburn, MA 01501 = Mary@WillSellit.com

COMING SOON! OXFORD- 2 Famil et
REAL ESTATE REDEFINED New Septic, Garage, 2/3 Bedrooﬁ i’ For AdvertISIng
A D E JMAX LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE .
PROFESSIONAL DECEMBER 11TH «5-7 PM |nf0rmatlon
ASSOCIATES DUDLEY BLACK TAVERN

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA __*Buying Investment Property L )
*Financing Low Down Payment Loans 3 a - -
*Homes for Heroes Rewards Program Dlane Luong
Firemen - Law Enforcement - Teachers- Veterans -Medical Professionals #] Massachusetts Home

0 [
RS, GRT SRES. ﬂ@ Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044 ©rioeeiel email: mikaela@

(T74) 4523578 (508) 6410150 2089437609 : 25U RSeMVa\}X ViSiOll\l/[ rotcos B .
. . -230- - - nion St., Worcester L. t b d
Licensed in MA and CT CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensedinmaact|  SLONCDI] geprCSS.HQWS

Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh
Realtor Realtor &
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Courtesy

Pictured left to right is Michael Penner, Executive General manager Imperial Cars, Ms.
Natalie Webb, Air Force veteran and Thanks To Yanks Volunteer, Michael Shain, president,
and founder of Thanks To Yanks. Yearly around Veteran’s Day | imperial partners with
Thanks To Yanks with their Hope For Heroes program, with a collection of important items
for veterans that are in need of assistance. Shain says, “We are is so very grateful for the
commitment that Imperial makes to support our veterans.” For more information on Thanks
To Yanks, please like them on Facebook.

FIND YOUR
Jealy BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Bank LOCAL. Borrow LOCAL.

CONVENTIONAL - JUMBO - REFINANCE - CONSTRUCTION

UniBank mortgages' are funded locally. Decisions

are made locally. Our lenders will put their expertise

to work for you and help you to find the right fixed or
adjustable rate mortgage for your unique needs.

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

[0 N e —

Get started today! Contact your
local UniBank branch or view
rates and apply online today!

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Queen Mattress Only Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$399° $649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

Upgrade toan *
UNIBANK

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 CARRYING THE EM O =" - STEARNS
www.unibank.com TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC’ § FOSTER’

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL ' « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE’

M SUNDE I‘:N 241 Providence Rd. Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
@ Member FDIC - NMLS #583135 'Homeowners insurance required. Whitinsville, MA 01588 ThursFri. 9:30 AM=7 P
LENBER  Subject to credit approval. Other terms, fees, and conditions may apply. FIJRNITU RE (508) 234-8777 Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

WE'RE GOING TO SPEND TODAY
CREATING A BETTER TOMORROW.

Because cancer is a terrible thing, and heart disease still exists. Because there are
questions about the mind and body that still need answers, we’ll continue to be

relentless in our pursuit of better ways to help you live your healthiest life.
ummhealth.org/choose | 855-UMASS-MD

." UMass Memorial Health

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

The hospitals and services of UMass Memorial Health

UMass Memorial Medical Center | UMass Memorial Medical Group | Harrington | HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital
Marlborough Hospital | Milford Regional | Community Healthlink
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