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after watching boys

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WORCESTER — During the Tantasqua girls’ var-
sity basketball team’s practice on Friday, Feb. 23,
head coach Andy Haley talked to the players about
the boys’ team’s matchup later that day versus
Millbury for the Clark Tournament Large Schools

Championship.

“I remember saying at practice, ‘I want you to go
to the gym, walk around that place, look at the lines
on the floor, watch the teams celebrate and how

much fun that’s going to be for us tomorrow,

Haley.

9

said

That was because the Warriors had a Clark Tour-
nament Large Schools Championship game them-
selves on Saturday, Feb. 24 versus Northbridge.

“It was so fun. I was in the stands, we were all
cheering for the boys and their game was so close,”

Tumn To GIRLS page A14

Charlton
exploring
renovations for
pickleball court

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Pick-
leball has become one
of the fastest growing
pastimes in the United
States, with demands for
new courts in countless
communities nation-
wide, including Charl-
ton. According to local
recreation officials, the

dream of a local pickle-
ball court may not be too

far away.
Charlton Recreation
Commissioner Diane

Doherty touched on the
rise in popularity of
pickleball during a dis-
cussion with the Finance
Committee concerning
budget priorities on Feb.

Turn To PICKLEBALL page A19
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Tantasqua girls capture tournament title
win

WOMEN'S BASKETEALL SRS

NCAA DIVISION W
SWEET SIXTEEN

19 - 2000
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ez
LARGE SCHOOL
CHAMPION

Nick Ethier

By defeating Northbridge, 40-29, the Tantasqua girls’ varsity basketball team captured the Clark Tournament Large Schools
Championship on Saturday, Feb. 24.

Council delays receivership
“no confidence” vote

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Protestors of South-
bridge High School's ad-
ministration were dealt a
setback last week, when
the council's Educa-
tion & Human Services
committee postponed a

proposal to declare “no
confidence” in the re-
ceivership.

It also postponed a
related item to seek a
state review of “all Title
IX and bullying inves-
tigations” over the last
two school years, rec-
ommending the School

Committee take up that
issue first.

The concepts were in-
troduced by EHS Chair
Jasmin Rivas, who ar-
gued that recent protests
show “people want the
Town Council to take ac-

front” and “show [the stu-
dents] some kind of ac-
tion, even if it's symbol-
ic.” By contrast, she said
not doing it would “send
amessage” to the citizens
saying just the opposite.
However, the 3-2 ma-

tion.” She said she felt it jority sided with an ar-

would present a “united

Warriors rally past Millbury for
Clark Tournament title
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BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WORCESTER — The
Tantasqua and Millbury
boys’ varsity basketball
teams know each other,
and know each other well.
The Southern Worces-
ter County League A Di-
vision rivals met twice
during regular season
play. First, the Woolies
took care of the Warriors
back on Dec. 18, 54-44, be-
fore Tantasqua returned
the favor to Millbury, 55-
49, on Jan. 22.

The Warriors and Woo-
lies got to renew their ri-
valry in a rubber match
that wasn’t just an ordi-
nary game. Sixth seeded
Tantasqua and No. 4 Mill-
bury got to settle it all at
the Kneller Center for the

Clark Tournament Large |

Schools Championship
on Friday, Feb. 23.

After a slow start
where the Warriors
trailed at the half, 28-17,
they continued to chip
away over the next two
quarters. The Woolies
led, 42-41, before Tan-
tasqua’s James Sciar-
affa ultimately hit the
game-winning 3-pointer
with under 30 seconds to
play, lifting the Warriors
to a 44-42 victory.
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Nick Ethier

The Tantasqua boys’ varsity basketball team defeated Millbury, 44-42, for the Clark Tournament Large Schools Championship

on Friday, Feb. 23.

“They didn’t care
about anything other
than winning. James
Sciaraffa made a huge
shot at the end, and not
one guy on our team
cares that it was him and
not them,” explained
Tantasqua head coach
Scott Dion. “We're all

rowing the boat in the
same direction. When
you do that, it can be
pretty powerful in high
school.”

On the winning se-
quence, Sciaraffa (13
points) received a pass
from teammate Elijah
Webb near the left elbow.

Sciaraffa looked around,
realized how open he
was, and confidently
sank the 3-pointer.

“l was wide open.
At first, I was going to
swing it back to (Webb).
But I was open, and I
had to take it. I was too
open,” said Sciaraffa.

The Warriors then
survived the final two
Millbury  possessions.
First, Kenny Donnelly’s
3-pointer was no good.
The Woolies then got the
ball back, and Anthony
Phillipo’s layup wouldn’t
fall. Jack Rapose secured

Tum To BOYS page A14

gument voiced by Coun-
cil Chair Scott Lazo and
School Commitee Chair
Martena Shea from the
audience. Lazo said he
and others are already
working on the issue
with officials in Boston,
and were to meet with the
mayor of Holyoke that
Friday. They urged wait-
ing for a couple weeks —
the postponement motion
specifically delayed it to
after March 11's Coun-
cil meeting — to see what
happens.

“My political savvy
tells me this is not a time
to do this” because of “all
the irons we have in the
fire,” Lazo said.

He said he didn't want
to see the situation be-
come “a circus atmo-
sphere” and feared doing
this now could actually
delay ending receiver-
ship because “you just
ticked off the people who
wanted to help you.”

Shea agreed, saying
“We are very, very mad.

Our community is
mad, but you don't act out
of mad. You make a plan
and take steps.”

Ironically, both sides
argued on behalf of a
unified front facing the
state. Afterward, a cou-
ple of School Commit-
tee members noted they
have also been speaking
to Holyoke and Law-
rence. Those are the
other two receivership
districts; there are also
some individual schools
in receivership around
the state.

Turn To COUNCIL page A14
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Local Scout troo

STURBRIDGE — In 2019,
the Boy Scouts of America
opened its flagship program
‘Boy Scouts’ to females and re-
named it ‘Scouts BSA.” The ef-
forts to form Troop 163 began
early in 2018, securing a char-
tering organization, recruit-
ing key leaders, and then pro-
moting the new troop. Their
first meeting was on Feb. 3,
2019, and their charter paper-
work was submitted to Heart
of New England Council, BSA
on Feb. 5.

“I knew it was coming as
they opened up Cub Scouts
to include females in 2018, af-
ter that I started looking and
asking and making it known
we needed a troop and needed
to have the ball rolling ready
to start as soon as February
of 2019 came around,” recalls
Chrissy, their Scoutmaster.

The troop started with
seven Scouts and eight adult
volunteers. It was the first in
the area and the first troop to
submit their charter paper-
work with the Heart of New
England Council.

The very first youth mem-
bers of the troop came from all
over, primarily Sturbridge but
there were some from Brook-
field, one from Charlton, and

even one Scout coming all the
way from Fitchburg.

“It was a bit of a misun-
derstanding,” said Erin, the
troop’s first Eagle Scout. “I
thought Chrissy said ‘Ster-
ling,” not Sturbridge.”

Erin and Chrissy knew
each other through Scouts, as
Erin was a youth and Chrissy
an Associate Advisor in Crew
1, based in Gardner.

“I was just excited to be
joining a troop, I think I would
have traveled even further, but
was happy it was only an hour
away,” Erin commented.

Much like the Scouts, the
leaders came from all over as
well, most from Sturbridge,
but some of the committee
came from Winchendon and
Fitchburg.

During their first year, the
troop grew from seven to 10
Scouts and had nine adult vol-
unteers. They went to summer
camp, at Camp Wanocksett
in Dublin, New Hampshire,
attended the American Le-
gion Camporee, registered as
a Scouts for Equality Unit,
earned 35 merit badges, 22
ranks, performed more than
100 community service hours,

Director of Veteran Services.

Veteran benefits.

experience. Salary is $20.28/hour.

WEBSTER-DUDLEY VETERANS SERVICE

PART TIME CLERK POSITION
19 HOURS

The Town of Dudley is seeking a qualified professional to serve as the
Veterans Services Clerk. This position falls under the direction of the

Candidate must have excellent organizational skills with the ability to
manage time effectively, computer proficiency is required along with
writing ability. Knowledge of departmental operations and exercise
judgment in responding to the needs of our veterans. Attend veter-
ans-oriented trainings and educational courses as required, assists with
community events such as Memorial Day and Veteran Day parades,
and helps veterans in completing applications for State and Federal

A high school education or GED is required with one year of office

Please send a cover letter and resume to townadmin2@dudleyma.gov.

Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.

participated in more than 25
nights of camping, and be-
came a Gold Level unit under
the Journey to Excellence
standards. (JTE standards
measure program opportu-
nities, membership growth,
leader training, and commit-
tee commitment.)

Flash forward to Feb. 4,
2024, the troop celebrated its
fifth birthday and the accom-
plishments of their Scouts
during that time. There was
food, entertainment, guest
speakers and presentation.
Ranks and badges were pre-
sented to Scouts along with a
special recognition of those
who were founding members
of the troop. It all concluded
with a big cake, a troop ver-
sion of ‘most likely to,” a slide
show, and lots of laughs.

The troop has grown to 19
Scouts and 15 adult volun-
teers. They’re still a regional
troop with Scouts coming from
Sturbridge and the surround-
ing towns but also Worcester,
Douglas, and Monson. In to-
tal, they have earned more
than 375 merit badges, more
than 150 ranks, participated
in close to 1,000 community
service hours, more than 130
camping nights, earned JTE
Gold every year, and that’s on
top of all the other stuff they
do. It has produced four Eagle
Scouts; another had just re-
cently completed their project

and there are

+ o Friday’s Child 4 +
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outside of school.

Joziah
Age 15

Massachusetts.

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won'’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org .
Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guid-
ance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out
all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

a;\\ a;\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ rc;\\ a;\\

Hi! My name is Joziah and |
want to be a mechanic!

Joziah is a kind, sensitive and
loyal friend. He is athletic and en-
joys being physically active. Jozi-
ah is described as a “sports kid.”
He likes to play basketball and
other sports with his friends. Jo-
ziah has participated in various
community sports leagues and
wants to continue to have this
kind of community involvement.

Joziah is outgoing and likes
to engage with staff and peers
at school. Joziah also enjoys
spending time with his friends

Joziah will benefit from a family
of any constellation. He should
be either the youngest child or
the only child in the home. Joziah can take his time forming strong,
trusting relationships, so a family should be patient and supportive
during the transition. The right family for Joziah will be supportive of
his relationship with his sister and two brothers.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/7957

two more in
the early stag-
es of project
planning.

Members
of the troop
have served
on staff at
the National
Scout Jambo-
ree and the
World Scout
Jamboree.
They have
staff council
and district
events; sever-
al Scouts are
on camp staff

turns five

and some will be Counselors
in Training this summer and
many go to summer camp for
multiple weeks. Twelve mem-
bers of the troop are members
of the Order of the Arrow,
Scouting’s National Honor
Society, two have attended
the National Order of the
Arrow Conference. Nine of
their adults have taken Wood
Badge, which is an advanced
leadership training and sev-
en of their adults also have
roles beyond the troop serv-
ing the district, council and/
or section within the BSA.
Coming up this summer two
of them are heading to Boul-
der CO for the National Order
of the Arrow Conference, one
is heading to Philmont Scout
Ranch in New Mexico for a
weeklong backpacking trek
and twenty-four are heading
to the Florida Keys in 2025 for
a weeklong ocean adventure
which includes snorkeling,
ocean kayaking, paddle board-
ing, fishing, and more.

They have been deep sea
fishing, rock climbing, ice
climbing; had paint nights,
gone bowling, been indoor
sky-diving. They’'ve visited
the State Police for a tour and
chat about drugs and internet
safety, the Sturbridge Police
came to a meeting to teach
them basic self-defense strat-
egies and maneuvers, a coun-
selor came to speak to them
about dating and healthy rela-
tionships.

“The Scouting program
is so much more than ranks,
badges, and camping. There
are so many opportunities out
there for them to participate
in. We can’t do it all but it’s
not up to me to limit their op-
portunities. I want them to ex-
perience as much as possible,
and it’s up to us as leaders to
show them how much is avail-
able to them,” Chrissy said af-
ter rattling off a list of troop
activity highlights. “Scouting
is so much more than a troop
meeting, it’s literally a world-
wide movement. This year
some of our Scouts are hoping
to participate in JOTA/I (Jam-

boree over the Air/Internet)
where Scouts from all over the
world connect via the internet
and Hamm radios participat-
ing in various activities and
events, that’s so awesome!”

As with anything there are
good times and then there are
the not so good times. Recruit-
ment, membership growth
and finding adults to volun-
teer is always challenging.
The biggest challenge to date
was Covid. It forced a patrol
based, outdoor focused pro-
gram to re-think and adapt
to a new way of doing things.
Several units stopped meeting
and many saw a drop in mem-
bership.

“No way was I going to let
[Covid] stop us; we just got
started. We always joke about
their being 26 letters in the
alphabet, if plan A fails, try
plan B, C, and right on down
the line,” Chrissy said.

The troop did just that,
and ended up welcoming sev-
en new Scouts to the troop
during and shortly after the
lockdown.

“We just kept on going, as
safely as possible,” Chrissy ex-
plained.

They created guidelines for
meetings and activities, the
BSA adapted and modified re-
quirements to meet the needs
of a lock down, and the troop
kept going. They got creative
with their fundraising coming
up with a drive through baked
potato bar, rather than having
in person dinners, used online
meeting platforms, and met
outdoors rather than indoors
for meetings.

What'’s their key to success?
It’s several things: keep it fun,
make it meaningful, every-
thing is a learning opportuni-
ty whether they realize it or
not.

Kalea, current Junior As-
sistant Scoutmaster, reflect-

ed on her time in the troop,
Tum To SCOUTS page A19
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WASTE SERVICE e
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

10-15-20 Yd.

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
Fully Insured
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Courtesy

Courtesy

Courtesy

Staff from the Worcester County Sheriff's Office deliver staff from the Worcester County Sheriff's Office deliv- Staff from the Worcester County Sheriff's Office deliver
Random Acts of Kindness goody bags to the staff at the er Random Acts of Kindness goody bags to Tradewinds Random Acts of Kindness goody bags to the staff at the
Clubhouse in Southbridge.

Charlton Public Library.

Sturbridge Town Hall.

Sheriff’s Office inspires kindness one community at a time

REGION — For
their third year,

cessfully execut-
ed their mission

at the Charlton
Public  Library,

to start the organi-
zation came from

Beverages were
the bag sponsors

nities we serve,"
commented Evan-

of ensuring pub-
lic safety and are

gage the residents
that they serve. To

Worcester Coun- to visit every Tradewinds Club- a television re- of the initiative. gelidis. "Our team committed to learn more about
ty Sheriff Lew community in house in South- porter who noted With the support takes immense reinforcing that the Sheriff’s Of-
Evangelidis and Worcester County bridge, and Stur- thatpeopleshould of the two organi- pride in contrib- message. Let us fice, visit their
Worcester County during the Ran- bridge Town Hall, stop reporting zations, the Sher- uting towards all strive to make Web site at www.
Sheriff’s  Office dom Actsof Kind- as well as a hand- on “random acts iff's Office,andthe the betterment of positivity the fo- WorcesterCoun-
staff celebrated ness week. Staff ful of other loca- of violence” and Worcester County Worcester Coun- cus of this week." tySheriff.com, or
the nationally rec- distributed more tions throughout start ‘practicc Reserve Deputy ty and always follow along on so-
ognized Random than 3,500 goody thetown. ing random acts Sheriff Associa- looks for ways to The Sheriff’s cial media for con-
Acts of Kindness bags filled with of kindness and tion were able to spread positivity —Office hosts com- sistent updates.
Week, this year donated items to With its motto, senseless acts acquire the 3,500 We understand munity events

during the week lucky individuals ‘Make Kindness of beauty’ This goody bags at no the significance year-round to en-

of Feb. 12. The
goal of this week
isto inspire acts of
kindness through-
out the county.

To spread joy
and inspire kind-
ness, Sheriff's
Office staff suc-

they met at vari-
ous public places.
The bags serve
as a symbol of
support and care
from local law en-
forcement.

Sheriff’s Office
staff made a stop

the Norm, the
Random Acts of
Kindness Founda-
tion was founded
during a mid-
1990s summer
when violence
was at an all-time
high on the West
Coast. Inspiration

foundation is now
the driving force
behind Random
Acts of Kindness
Week in the Unit-
ed States.

This year, Ti-
to’s  Handmade
Vodka and Polar

cost.

"OQur duty as
a law enforce-
ment agency is
to build bridges

and strengthen
the bond between
our department

and the commu-

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

AUCTION
OXFORD

THURSDAY

MARCH 14 at 11:00 AM

Lions Cartoon Character Breakfast a buge success

SOUTHBRIDGE — The
Southbridge Lions Club, hosted
its 31st Annual Cartoon Char-
acter Breakfast, serving more
than 500 kids, families, and
friends on Feb. 11, Super Bowl
Sunday.

For many families, this is a
multigenerational event where
parents get to watch their chil-
dren dance with their favorite
cartoon characters, just as they
did when they were that age. A
hearty breakfast of pancakes
and ham was prepared by Li-
ons’ members, along with a
great soundtrack for dancing
and having fun. Among the spe-
cial guests to make an appear-
ance were Mickey and Minnie
Mouse, Spider Man, Batman,

Bob the Builder, and Buzz
Lightyear just to name a few.

A special thank you goes
out to the following friends,
businesses, and organizations
whose support continually
helps make this event the suc-
cess it is, including Sue Guerin,
the National Honor Society and
Student Council from South-
bridge High School and their
advisor Lisa Dyer, the National
Honor Society from Bay Path
Regional Vocational Technical
High School, the Bay Path Leo
Club and their advisor Kara
Donovan, students from the
Bay Path Culinary shop, our ex-
tra character helpers, Ben Tul-
ly, Judy LaRochelle, Big Bunny
Market, St. John Paul II Parish,

the staff of the Southbridge
Community Center, Garelick
Farms, H.P. Hood Compa-
ny, Country Side Farms, The
Southbridge News, and Kerrin
Graphics.

The success of thiseventisa
result of the overwhelming sup-
port we received again this year
from Southbridge and our sur-
rounding communities—thank
you! All proceeds will benefit
local charitable organizations,
schools, community events and
individuals who need a helping
hand.

SINGLE
FAMILY
i IIESIIIENGE

1T
6 WHEELOCK STREET
This single family home is conveniently located just
off Charlton Street and sits on a level +.43 acre lot. It
has #1,756 sq. ft. of living area and features 2
bedrooms, 1 bathroom, charming front porch and

oversized, detached 2 car garage.
zekosgroup.com

VISIT WEBSITE FOR PROPERTY DETAILS AND TERMS.

ZEKOS GROUP
AUCTIONEERS

508-842-9000

LIC #104

Est F (77
Drink&_§
Laughr/
Play ‘
Love !

Live

and..

Advanced

BUILDING SERVICES

774-230-4231

New Construction *Additions * Remodeling
Decks & Porches ¢ Kitchens & Baths
Basements ¢+ Windows & Doors ¢ Siding & More

774-230-4231 » glenlatour69@gmail.com

MASSHEALTH paperwork is confusing!
Certified Application Counselors can help!

In person assistance available
through March 2024
Tri-Valley Office Hours on

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am-1pm and
Wednesdays Noon-4pm at 10 Mill Street, Dudley

Alternating Friday’s 9am-11am at
Webster Senior Center 5 Church Street, Webster

Call Tri-Valley to schedule an appointment that works for you!
508-949-6640 Information and Referral Department

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident
Advertising Account Executive

1 ,- d‘ﬂ h 'lu-
wwwS’(oneb i gePress com

As a longtime resident of South
Central Massachusetts, I've always
known what a special communi-
ty we live in. For generations, we
have trusted our local newspaper.
Local news and advertisers you can
trust, week after week. As the local
advertising rep for your newspaper,
it brings me great pleasure to help a
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers.
Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!

Your neighbor,
Mikaela

.‘ Tri-Valley

HOME WITH YOU

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308
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Sturbridge selectmen look at staffing, alcohol, DPW issues

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT
STURBRIDGE
— Selectmen
took a look at a
lot of little items
at their last meet-
ing, including
staffing, alcohol
issues, and the
regular DPW re-
port.

Regarding
staffing, town Ad-
ministrator Rob-
in Grimm pro-
posed changes to
the recently-cre-
ated pool clerk's
job. She said she
intends to split
it into two part-
time posts in light
of the exit inter-
view of Krystal
Kowalski, whose
resignation was
accepted at that
meeting.

While there
is a need for the
various functions

what they actu-
ally seem to be.
The duties seem
to concentrate
in specific times
of day and/or
for specific situa-
tions (an example
she gave is one
Kowalski is mov-
ing to — part-time
election season
help), so she'll re-
arrange the jobs
to suit those.
Grimm and
the board also
discussed the pro-
cess for hiring a
new conservation
agent. Grimm
said she plans
to have herself,
DPW Director
Heather Blakeley
and Planner Jean
Bubon interview
the candidates,
and pass the fi-
nalist to the Con-
servation Chair

interview panel,
Grimm said that
would make her
feel “very un-
comfortable” be-
cause of the fact
the agent works
with the board
but doesn't work
for the board,
and Grimm didn't
want to create a
potential conflict
there. She said
she might consid-
er having “some-
body in that line
of work” as an in-
terviewer, but not
from Sturbridge;
she compared it
to hiring a police
or fire chief by
finding an out-
side chief to help
interview them.
At this point,
she added, they've
received “sever-
al applications,”
and the deadline

of a floater like

to see what he

is March 1. Part of

that, she noted thinks. what she's seek-
she's seen that But when ing is “beyond
“what we were Mary Dowling qualifications. It's
told the needs of suggested hav- also personality

the departments
are” differ from

ing a ConCom
member on the

and fit” with oth-
ers in town hall,

8. Mottled green and yellow fruit

12. Capable of thinking and
expressing oneself clearly

14. Sports broadcaster Eagle

15, Midday

16. Kinsmen

18. Cable network

19. Simpleton

20. Brunch beverage

21. Fed

22. European capital

23. Native inhabitants

26. Mechanical device

30. Rare geese native to Hawaii

31. Bedroom furnishing

1. One who graduated

2. An inspired holy person

3. Electronic counter-
countermeasures

4. A place to store things

5. Indian instrument

6. Spanish saloon

7. Whole number

8. Not fastened

9. Gives a boost

10. Lounges about

11. Interested in

13. Remove salt

17. Type of sword

24. Naturally occurring solid

material

25. Gets involved without
being invited

6. Feline

7. Bobby __, NHL champ

4.
44,
46.
47.
49.
50.

51.
56.
57.
58.
59,
60,
61.
62,

28.
29,
35,
36.
37.
38.
40
41
42
43,

44,
45.
47.
48.
49.
52.
53.
54.
55

T ]2 [3 |4 5 [6 |7 8 [9 [10 |11
12 13 14 15
6 17 18 19
20 2 22
23 24 25
26 |27 |28 |29 30
3 32
33 34 (35 |36 (37 |38
39 |40 |41 42 |43
44 |45 46
49 50 51 52 |53 |54 |55
56 57 58
59 60 &1
62 63 64
CLUES ACROSS
1. Home of Towa State University 34. Made a mistake
5. -fi(slang) 39, Sacred sound symbol

Large N. American reindeer
Dull and flat

Partner to huffing

Written works

Monetary unit of Serbia
Midway between east and
southeast

Peninsula of southwestern Asia
Widely used multiuser OS
Aggressive dog

Varnished

Hindu queen

Time units, abbr.

Farm animals

Capital of Latvia

Where golfers begin

32. The products of human 63,
creativity 64. Takes to civil court
33. Mass transit option
CLUES DOWN

“Kill Bill"" actress Thurman
Hawaiian dish

Moroccan coastal region
Baseball statistic

Long period of time
Moved earth

. Central Netherlands city
. Take stock of
. Central processing unit

Distinctive qualities one
generates

Getting stuck

Loss of bodily movements
Veranda

Abrupt

What cats do

Expresses pleasure

Type of cheese

Professional STEM organization

. Automatic data processing

systems
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PUZZLE SOLUTION

she said.

The board
added to staff by
rehiring Brad
Merkel as a police
officer. Chief Earl
Dessert said he'd
served briefly last
year before going
back to Warren,
but had done well
here and can hit
the road imme-
diately. The chief
said the depart-
ment has one
more opening,
but has not re-
ceived any qual-
ified applicants
yet.

On the other
hand, he also sent
the board a letter,
read by Chase
Kaitbenski, hon-
oring a student
who's not yet an
officer. Devon
Kingman, who's
in the current
academy class
in Holyoke, was
recently en route
to training with
other students
when they came
across a “serious
traffic accident”
and responded
to the scene un-
til Holyoke EMS
could arrive. The
chief's letter cred-
ited him with
a “life-saving

BRIMFIELD

car rescue” and
urged him to con-
tinue his “strong”
performance.

Regarding al-
cohol issues, the
board had two
very quick pub-
lic hearings on
changes in own-
ership and stock
interests at Yan-
kee Spirits and
Altruist Brewing.
Both drew no pub-
lic comments and
were  approved
unanimously.

On the other
hand, a proposal
to seek additional
package store li-
censes went over
like a lead bal-
loon.

Grimm said a
resident contact-
ed her to ask if
the town could pe-
tition the state for
additional licens-
es, but she said
that person didn't
even have a loca-
tion in mind for
such a business.
Grimm noted
it's illegal for the
town to “sit on”
a liquor license,
so even if Stur-
bridge did seek
it, the proponent
might not be the
one who actually
gets it.

REAL ESTATE

Normally,
towns get liquor
licenses based on
their population,
but Dowling said
Sturbridge has
already exceeded
its cap twice and
has no cap on
pouring licens-
es because of its
tourist traffic.

None of the
selectmen backed
the idea, with
Dowling saying
she felt it was “be-
ing targeted for
one individual”
and would “defi-
nitely” not sup-
port seeking two
or three such li-
censes. Kaitbens-
ki agreed, noting
the town already
has “the largest
liquor store in
Massachusetts”
and several small-
er packies.

Grimm  said
she'd tell the man
he can petition
Town Meeting
to do it, but the
board isn't sup-
portive.

Regarding
DPW, the board
approved a
grant-funded
contract with the
Collins Center to
update the town's
accessibility plan

$320,000, 1494 Dunhamtown Brimfield Rd, Aikey, Scott C,
and Aikey, Debra A, to Ja Property Group LLC.

CHARLTON

$1,225,000, 19 Carroll Hill Rd, Skybridge Properties LLC,

to Twin Tigers LLC.

$430,000, 2 Old Oxford Rd, Johnson, Keith L, and Johnson,
Claire J, to Mainini, Paul R, and Mainini, Joanne.

$430,000, 42 Dresser Hill Rd, Geldbaum LLC, to Bartels,
Stephen, and Narh, Seth.

$355,000, 29 S Charlton Shore Rd, Cormier, Wayne N, and
Cormier, Joyce E, to Prw Enterprises LLC.

$50,000, Potter Village Rd (off), Baker, James, and Baker,

Marie T, to Georgia Ottonomas Grp Inc.

$10,000, Daniels Rd #44, Cormier, Wayne N, and Cormier,
Joyce E, to Reed, Susan.
$10,000, Daniels Rd #45, Cormier, Wayne N, and Cormier,
Joyce E, to Reed, Susan.

HOLLAND

None

SOUTHBRIDGE

$500,000, 15 Dennison Ln, Eleven06 Real Estate LLC, and
QS Lending T, to QS Lending T, and Ross, Steven A.
$300,000, 90 Litchfield Ave, Laliberte, Kacey N, to Lalib-

erte, Kenneth A, and Laliberte, Cathline.

$165,000, 846 Main St, Southbridge 8 Realty Inc, to Hing

Hua Realty LLC.

$40,000, 15 Dennison Ln, QS Lending T, and Ross, Steven
A, to Aragona, Joseph.
$30,000, 71 River St, Livernois, Michelle T, to Ziemba, Ve-

ronica.

STURBRIDGE

$85,000, 36 South Rd, Juice Capital Funding LLC, to

Stisitis, Cameron J.
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OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TowN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:

8a.m.4 p.m.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until

Labor Day) Sunday: Closed
CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.. reeererenes 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....cccocoevvvvviicrieeeeeeeeene Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

(508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 - 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
« Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
 Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
*Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty
Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
» Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
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Opacum Land Trust receives grant to reopen “Sleepy Hollow” property in Brimfield

BRIMFIELD — Scout
camporees, swimming,
square dancing, basket-
ball - for half a centu-
ry, generations of local
youth spent their child-
hood making memories
on the 86-acre “Sleepy
Hollow” property, situat-
ed between Wales Road
and Paige Hill Road in
Brimfield. Though its
popularity waxed and
waned over the years,
groups of Boy Scouts
were still camping on the
property right up until
access was cut off due
to damage from the June
2011 tornado. Thanks to
an $85,000 grant from an

plex at Sleepy Hollow.

anonymous foundation,
Opacum Land Trust is
poised to move ahead

be working to perma-
nently protect and pre-
serve it for current and
future generations.

The first phase of
this ambitious project
includes transferring
ownership of the proper-
ty from current owners,

& Brimfield Trail Associ-

ation, to Opacum, devel-
oping and implement-
ing forest management

Courtesy plans, and working on
Opacum Director, Howie Fife, looks out over wetlands com- gecuring funds to assist

with a multi-year plan
to reopen and revitalize
“Sleepy Hollow” and will

Local students named to Assumption
University Dean's List

WORCESTER — Assumption Uni-
versity has announced those who have
been named to the University's Dean's
List for the fall 2023 semester. Students
named to the Dean's List must achieve
a grade point average of 3.5 for a five-
class, 15-credit semester to be included
on the prestigious list, which is an-
nounced at the completion of the fall
and spring semesters.

The following local students were
named to the Dean's List:

Mariam Ayoub of Charlton

Isabella Nolan of Uxbridge

Evelyn Sheehan of Charlton

Haley Courtney of Sturbridge

Jillian Johnson of Holland

Assumption University, founded
in 1904 by the Augustinians of the
Assumption, is New England's pre-

mier university for high-quality ed-
ucation, integrating career prepa-
ration and education of the whole
person, drawing upon the best in the

with replacing damaged
infrastructure to allow
safe access to the prop-
erty.

Future phases of the
plan include reopening
of hiking trails, youth
camping areas, and pic-
nicking areas, as well
as the installation of an
accessible trail system.
The addition of an im-
mersive accessible trail
is a particularly exciting
step towards ensuring
that the legacy of Sleepy

rich and centuries-long tradition of Hollow lives on and that

Catholic higher education. Assump-
tion, located in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, seeks to provide students
with a transformative education that
forms graduates who possess criti-
cal intelligence, thoughtful citizen-
ship, and compassionate service. The
University offers 34 majors and 49
minors in the liberal arts, sciences,
business, nursing and professional
studies; as well as master's and con-
tinuing education degrees and pro-
fessional certificate programs. For
more information about Assumption
University, please visit www.assump-
tion.edu.

Scout Troop to hold clothing & textile drive

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Scout Troop 338 is
holding a clothing/tex-
tile drive on Saturday,
March 23 from 8 a.m.
to noon at the South-
bridge Common at Crys-
tal Street. They are col-
lecting men's, women's,
and children's clothing
including coats, shoes,
scarves, handbags, back-
packs. Also all clean

serviceable household
textiles are needed, such
as towels, bedding, com-
forters, sheets, pillows,
tablecloths, curtains, etc.

Simply place your
items in 13 gallon Kkitch-
enbagsforthecollection.
If you need assistance in
getting them to the drive,
pickup is available. See
your Troop 338 scout for

details, or contact Kar-
en at thenorrman3@
gmail.com.

Your contribution
helps keep serviceable
items out of landfills,
helps your local scout
troop attend their histor-
ic camping trip in Wash-
ington, D.C., and gives
your spring cleaninga
quick boost!

Sturbridge Democrats to hold caucus

March 13

STURBRIDGE — Registered Dem-
ocrats in Sturbridge will hold their
annual caucus beginning at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 13 at the Sturbridge
Town Hall (308 Main St.) to elect dele-
gates and alternates to the 2024 Massa-
chusetts Democratic State Convention.

This year’s state convention will be
held May 30 - June 1 at the DCU Cen-
ter at Worcester where Massachusetts
Democrats will come together to en-
dorse candidates, network, and plan
for the fall general election.

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m., with
registration for in-person participa-

tion. The Sturbridge caucus is open to
all registered Democrats in Sturbridge

with provision for registering new

Democrats at the event. Following re-
marks by the chair voting for delegates
will begin at 7:30 p.m.

Sturbridge can elect five delegates
and four alternates to the Convention.
Youth, minorities, people with disabil-
ities, and LGBTQ individuals who are
not elected as a delegate or alternate
may apply to be an add-on delegate at
the caucus or at www.massdems.org.
Pre-registered Democrats who will be
16 by Feb. 15 are allowed to participate
and run as a delegate or alternate.

Harrington Auxiliary celebrates
annual Irish Night

STURBRIDGE — The
Harrington Auxiliary,
in conjunction with
the Federated Church
of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale, invites the general
public to enjoy a tradi-
tional Irish Night feast
on Monday, March 18
at the Publick House in
Sturbridge.

Tickets for the tradi-
tional Irish corned beef
and cabbage buffet are
$17 for adults and $7 for
children ages four to 12.
The buffet will be avail-
able to ticket holders
only; no walk-ins.

There will be two
seatings: first seating is
4:30 to 6 p.m., and sec-
ond seating is from 6:30
to 8 p.m. Please specify

your desired seating
time when purchasing
tickets.

Tickets are available
in the Volunteer Ser-
vices office at UMass
Memorial Health Har-
rington in Southbridge
or in the Gift Shop. Cred-

it/debit cards will be ac-
cepted. Call 508-765-9771,
ext. 6472f or more infor-
mation. Tickets are lim-
ited so purchase early.
The Harrington Aux-
iliary, established in

1932, is a non-profit or- |

ganization of dedicated
and impassioned volun-

teers whose mission is |

to support and enhance
the excellent services
provided by UMass
Memorial Health Har-
rington. Proceeds from
the event enable the
Auxiliary to continue
to provide equipment
and programs that ben-
efit the health and well
being of the members
in the communities it
serves.

everyone in the commu-
nity, regardless of phys-
ical ability, can experi-
ence its unique history
and natural beauty.
Purchased in 1956
by the Brimfield-Wales
Youth Association (now
known as Brimfield Trail
Association), Sleepy Hol-
low originally served the
area's youth as the loca-
tion for Girl Scout and
Boy Scout camporees
and other events. Scouts
came from many sur-
rounding towns to en-
joy activities like swim-
ming, camping, archery,
and more. In addition to
scouting, the property
included a large barn
that was used for dances,
basketball games, meet-
ings, and even a wedding
reception or two. Over

time, the property fell
into disrepair and in
1987, the barn was torn
down.

In the mid-1990s,
Brimfield Boy Scout
Troop 7 constructed a
new bridge, improving
access to the property,
which continued to be
used for camping by the
scouts until the 2011 tor-
nado. Unfortunately, the
tornado directly hit the
property, cutting off safe
access and putting an
end to scout activities.

In addition to the his-
torical significance of
this property, Sleepy Hol-
low has several unique
ecological features
which add to the impor-
tance of preserving this
land, including a wet-
lands complex, native
little bluestem meadows,
and a unique early suc-
cessional forest habitat.

Created by the 2011
tornado, the early suc-
cessional forest habitat
is particularly important
because this type of hab-
itat is in decline across
Massachusetts and all of
New England. With its
mix of grassy and her-
baceous plants, shrubs,
brush, and small trees,
it is the preferred breed-
ing habitat for a variety
of bird species, many of
which have experienced
serious population de-
cline due toloss of breed-
ing habitat. Bird species
like Ruffed Grouse,
American Woodcock,
Whip-poor-will, Brown
Thrasher, Blue-winged
Warbler, Chestnut-sided
Warbler, Prairie Warbler,
Mourning Warbler, Can-
ada Warbler, Eastern To-
whee, Field Sparrow, and
White-throated Sparrow
all benefit from the cre-

ation and maintenance
of early successional for-
est habitat.

In addition to reopen-
ing and revitalizing the
existing trail network,
including camping
and picnicking areas,
Opacum plans to install
an accessible trail loop
at Sleepy Hollow. This
final phase of the proj-
ect, which is in the ear-
ly planning stages, is a
proposed accessible loop
that will take visitors on
an immersive experience
in nature. Creating an
accessible trail system
on this property will al-
low trail users with lim-
ited mobility a chance to
experience the unique
and uncommon native
little bluestem meadows
and early succession-
al forest habitat, along
with scenic views of a
wetland complex and
beaver pond and views
of the surrounding area
including scenic views of
downtown Brimfield and
the eastern side of Brim-
field State Forest.

Opacum Land Trust
is a regional non-profit
land conservation orga-
nization that protects
local land, water, and
wildlife in south-central
Massachusetts. Founded
in 2000, Opacum current-
ly protects 3,852 acres
of land and is actively
working to conserve
more land for current
and future generations.
For more information
about Opacum Land
Trust, reach out to us at
PO Box 233, Sturbridge,
MA 01566, visit our Web
site at wwwopacum-
It.org, or email info@
OpacumLT.org.

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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- Historical building, also known as .
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832 .
. Large Executive Offices with Elegant .
Finishes and High Ceilings .
- Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas .

JAMES GLICKMAN

Principal

508-769-5007
jglickman@glickmankovago.com
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FOR SALE

FFICE BUILDiSe

Listing price: $650,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Vice President

508-868-3765
jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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EDITORIAL

How
about this
weather?

“How about this weather?”

If ever there was an easy, non-chal-
lenging conversation opener, this is it.
You can be in line at the grocery store,
serving jury duty or pushing papers
around at work — it doesn’t matter where
you are - this line never fails.

Everyone seems willing to talk about
the weather. It’s a built-in, slam-dunk,
easy topic that allows complete strang-
ers to either commiserate or celebrate,
depending on the daily meteorological
situation.

So, what is it with the weather? Why
do we love to discuss, comment and
re-hash it?

Weather is complicated, frustrating
and ultimately uncertain. Weather
breaks our hearts and lifts our moods
and forces daily choices for everyone.
Weather drives our decisions, affects
our attitudes and makes fellow survi-
vors out of strangers.

Weather is our most true common
denominator. No matter what our life
circumstances - student, professional,
retiree — when you live in the same
geographic area, you and your fellow
community members have the weather
in common.

Weather doesn’t care about politics or
sports teams or vacations or the date on
the calendar. It is an equal opportunity
annoyer and a great equalizer — every-
one has to drive in snow, or dash to the
car in the rain, or stand in long lines at
the fair in the hot sun. Almost everyone
has had a picnic cancelled, a vacation
spoiled or a ball game rained out.

But weather is also the unexpected-
ly warm, sunny, sweet-smelling spring
morning that causes smiles and banter
with co-workers. It’s the light snow flur-
ries that add sparkle to early December
and prompts holiday greetings between
shoppers. It’s the crisp, snappy feel of
fall football games and the slow, sultry,
humidity of summer evenings spent
on backyard patios. It’s the backdrop of
every day of our lives.

So, what is it with the weather? Maybe
we love the topic because it’s universal.
Maybe we love the excitement of some-
thing that will change - either for the
good or the bad. Maybe it’s that it is tem-
porary and fleeting and some- thing to
either be withstood or enjoyed, knowing
that it will not last. Maybe it’s simply
because weather is always with us...
whether we like it or not.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Fast food: A problem for our souls

We have entered a world BEY OND THE spectives, and to feel seen and
where eating has become al- valued. It is a time for soul to
most anuisance. Gone are the P EWS be fed as much as our body.
days of family dinners. Rare ° ° ° ° ° ° ° Unfortunately, our meal
are the times of extended By habits are yet another exam-
family celebrations. We are By Rev. Daw M. ple of how we are forgetting
on the run and dashing from ADAMS our human need for connec-
one event to another. Fast FIRST CONGREGATIONAL tion; and in this forgetting,

CHURCH OF BRIMFIELD

food, in the form of drive-th-
ru window dinners, grab and go meals
at convenience stores, and quick bites
packed in our bags for the road, is the
way. We meal plan by considering what
we can make and consume fast enough
to get to the next thing on our calendar.
The problem is that while these quick
meals may give us the caloric gas we
need to accomplish our tasks; they are
absent the human interaction that sit-
down meals encourage. Fast food and
quick meals are not good for our souls.

In my faith, as in many, eating is a
holy and sacred event. It is sacred be-
cause of the blessings it reminds us
of, and also because it bonds those eat-
ing together. In Christianity, there are
many stories of Jesus sitting, eating,
and sharing in meals. In fact, commu-
nal meals are a foundational part of his
ministry and his teachings.

Taking the time to sit down and eat
mindfully calls to our attention the
interconnectedness that life really re-
quires. When we grab and go, we reduce
ourselves to Auto-bots: appreciated for
what we do and simply fed so that we
might do more. To gather for a meal is
a time not just to eat, but a time of ca-
maraderie and conversation. Mealtime
should be a time not just to savor food
but also relationships. Meals offer us a
time to reconnect, to share with others
our experiences, to listen to others’ per-

we are losing our capacity
for empathy and our appreciation for
the small things. We seem to be caught
up in an endless cycle of productivity
and personalization such that we are
disconnecting ourselves from those
around us and, because of that, oddly,
also disconnected from our true selves.

Recently, I have been reading a book
called “Food and Faith: A Theology
of Eating,” and in it, author Norman
Wirzba says, “Food is about relation-
ships that join us to the earth, fellow
creatures, loved ones and guests, and
ultimately god.” When we extract our-
selves from these relationships by eat-
ing fast and simply fulfilling our dietary
needs, we are losing the very essence of
life and joy. Eating is more than simply
chewing and digesting. It is in the shar-
ing of meals and sitting face-to-face
with others that we can find the sacred.

In a world where we are becoming
more and more self-contained, from
groceries delivered to our house, to pri-
vate commutes, and personal devices,
we need the community table. We need
to be reminded that the world is bigger
than our concerns, our perspective,
our needs. We need the nurture of our
shared challenges. We need the comfort
of others in our sorrow and their cele-
bration in our joys. Eating together is
a great place to facilitate these deeper
relationships. Tum To PEWS page A7

Stocking Wallum Lake
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pretty much made most ponds unsafe
to navigate! A reminder that all fish-
ing on Wallum Lake in Douglas is now
closed, as the lake falls under Rhode Is-
land regulations. Wallum will reopen
on the second Saturday, April 13 this
year!

Hopefully, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island will both stock the lake
with trout prior to April 13. Wallum
Lake provides the only opening day
for trout fishermen in Mass., and is
one of the most popular fishing spots
in the state for trout anglers.

Wallum Lake has provided an-
glers with some great fishing over
the years, and can be fished by fish-
ermen that have a license in Mass. or
Rhode Island. Wallum Lake is an inter-
state body of water that provides some
great trout fishing, but also provides
some greatsmallmouth and large-
mouth bass fishing!

Back many years ago, the popular
fishing hole has provided some great
memories for many families that en-
joy trout fishing. Wallum Lake re-
ceived some broodstock salmon, which
added to the excitement of catching
trout during the springtime fishing
season.

Wallum Lake went through numer-
ous changes over the years, some for
the better and some not so good. Wal-
lum Lake was poisoned by the state
many years ago, and was part of the
state's reclamation of numerous ponds
in the state.

They were hoping to make Wallum
Lake a troutand salmon fishery, but
soon realized it was not possible. Acid
rain was one of the major problems
with the lake.

Mass. & Rhode Island tried to make
Wallum Lake a trophy brown trout
pond, and it was working well for a
number of years. Both states worked
to get a smelt population going at Wal-
lum as a good food source for the brown
trout. Catching four & five Brown trout
was a blast at Wallum for a number

Courtesy

This week's picture shows this writer's two
dogs Molly the beagle and Twig the yellow
Lab. Molly is 13, and Twig is 14 years old.
Plenty of exercise and a good brand of dog
food has kept them in good physical shape!
Twig was still hunting this past fall and my
hopes are high for another pheasant season.

of years, but the hopes of establish-
ing a good population of smelt at the
lake as a forage fish was not working
because of acid rain. Their last effort
to provide Wallum with a good pop-
ulation of smelt was dropped, and
shoal spawning smelt were introduced
into the lake. It was a big success, and
their populations are still there. This
writer worked with MFW to secure a
company called Living Lakes to spread
tons of lime into the lake to reverse the
acid rain problem, and it worked but
the state gave up on the trophy brown
trout idea, just when the problem was
solved.

Now Mass. is only interested in
stocking trout, with no program to
have local lakes produce large hold-
over trout. More on Wallum Lake in
the coming weeks!

The Whitinsville Fish & Game Club
is holding trap shooting for members
and non-members starting at 10 a.m.
every Saturday. Pistol Clay shoots un-
der the lights Wednesday's and they
have opened their membership to 49
new members, for a total of 299 mem-
bers. If you want to join a fast growing
club with all of the club's activities to
enjoy, call the club or visit the club's
Web site. Do not be left out of this great
opportunity to join this great club. Pi-
oneer Arms is also giving special dis-
counts to club members. Check it out!

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them
Rods Bending!

How can women bridge
the retirement gap?

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

March 8 is International Women’s Day,
a day for celebrating all the accomplish-
ments of women around the globe. But
many women still need to make up ground
in one key area: retirement security.

Women’s challenges in achieving a se-
cure retirement are due to several factors,
including these:

Pay gap - It’s smaller than it once was,
but a wage gap still exists between men
and women. In fact, women earn, on av-
erage, about 82 cents for every dollar that
men earn, according to the Census Bureau.
And even though this gap narrows consid-
erably at higher educational levels, it’s
still a source of concern. Women who earn
less than men will likely contribute less to
401(k) plans and will ultimately see small-
er Social Security checks.

Longer lives — At age 65, women live, on
average, about 20 more years, compared
to almost 17 for men, according to the So-
cial Security Administration. Those extra
years mean extra expenses.

Caregiving responsibilities - Tradi-
tionally, women have done much of the
caregiving for young children and older
parents. And while this caregiving is done
with love, it also comes with financial sac-
rifice. Consider this: The average employ-
ment-related costs for mothers providing
unpaid care is nearly $300,000 over a life-
time, according to the U.S. Department of
Labor — which translates to a reduction
of 15 percent of lifetime earnings. Fur-
thermore, time away from the workforce
results in fewer contributions to 401(k)
and other employer-sponsored retirement
plans.

Ultimately, these issues can leave wom-
en with a retirement security deficit. Here
are some moves that can help close this
gap:

Contribute as much as possible to re-
tirement plans. Try to contribute as much
as you can afford to your 401(k) or similar
employer-sponsored retirement plan. Your
earnings can grow tax deferred and your
contributions can lower your taxable in-
come. (With a Roth 401(k), contributions
aren’t deductible, but earnings and with-
drawals are tax free, provided you meet
certain conditions.) At a minimum, con-
tribute enough to earn your employer’s
matching contribution, if one is offered,
and try to boost your contributions when-
ever your salary goes up. If you don’t have
access to a 401(k), but you have earned in-
come, you can contribute to an IRA. Even
if you don’t have earned income, but you
have a spouse who does, you might be eligi-
ble to contribute to a spousal IRA.

Maximize Social Security benefits. You
can start taking Social Security at 62, but
your monthly checks will be much bigger
if you can afford to wait until your full re-
tirement age, which will be around 66 and
a half. If you are married, you may want
to coordinate your benefits with those of
your spouse — in some cases, it makes
sense for the spouse with the lower bene-
fits to claim first, based on their earnings
record, and apply for spousal benefits later,
when the spouse with higher benefits be-
gins to collect.

Build an emergency fund. Try to build
an emergency fund containing up to six
months’ worth of living expenses, with the
money kept in a liquid account. Having
this fund available will help protect you
from having to dip into your retirement ac-
counts for large, unexpected costs, such as
a major home or car repair.

It’s unfortunate, but women still must
travel a more difficult road than men to
reach retirement security. But making the
right moves can help ease the journey.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com
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Looking for tasty meat-
less meals for Lent or
dietary reasons? Mid-
century recipe files were
full of handwritten reci-
pes to help harried house-
wives come up with inter-
esting dinners — sans the
meat! Read on for some
authentic boomer recipes
that are not only nostal-
gic — but delicious!

And readers, send in
your favorite meatless
recipes for a chance to win
a three course Dinner for
Two at the Publick House
in Sturbridge!

*%

Salmon Croquettes

Salmon  croquettes,
a staple Lenten dish
from days gone by, are
still a flavorful meat-
less choice today:

Ingredients (for patties):
one cup mashed pota-
toes; one 6%-ounce can
salmon, drained; one egg,
beaten; one tbsp. minced
onion; 1/4 teaspoon
salt; dash black pepper,
dash cayenne pepper; 1/4-
1/2 cup dry unseasoned
bread crumbs;

Enemies. We all
have them. Some peo-

Classic Lenten Recipes

Ingredients (for dredg-
ing): 1 egg slightly beaten;
1/2 cup seasoned bread
crumbs

In a bowl, mix the first
seven ingredients, adding
enough bread crumbs so
that the mixture can be
handled and is not too
sticky. Form patties.

Dip patties into the
slightly beaten egg and
coat in seasoned bread
crumbs. Refrigerate in a
single layer for about an
hour.

Deep fry until golden
brown, (or cook inairfryer
until browned). Serve
with tartar sauce

Classic tartar Sauce
recipe:

Mix together: one cup
mayonnaise; one table-
spoon sweet pickle relish;
one teaspoon yellow mus-
tard; one teaspoon lemon
juice.

%%

Crab Cakes

This quick and easy rec-
ipe is a throwback from
the 1960s that utilizes the
convenience of canned
fish and Ritz crackers!

Ingredients: 16 ounce
canned crabmeat,
drained; two tablespoons

Never

ly birthday cake
choices with the

ple are your enemy, POSTVELY antive office. And
and you don’t even  SPEAKING I'm sure there are
know it. They may some listed else-
have been motivated TOBY where.

by jealousy or envy, MOORE

or maybe they misin-
terpreted something
you said to them once
and felt slighted. Since
then, they’ve been qui-
etly undermining you at
worst, and at best, they
may just be waiting for
their moment.

There are a million
ways to make an enemy.
Maybe you accidentally
took someone’s favorite
pen, and they’ve sworn
a vendetta. Or perhaps
you got the last slice of
pizza at a party, not know-
ing it was earmarked for
someone else, sparking
a silent, saucy rivalry.
Let’s not forget the classic
“reply all” email faux pas,
where you accidentally
shared your not-so-flatter-
ing opinion on the month-

It’s never too early to
prepare for the garden
season ahead. Having
the right tool for the job
saves time, reduces the
frustration of trying to
make the wrong tool
work, and allows you to
garden longer with less
muscle fatigue.

Take an inventory of
all your tools. Be sure to
check the shed, garage,
or tool caddy Make a
list of those that need to
be replaced or need an
update. This is also a good
time to clean and sharpen
those tools you plan to
use in the coming grow-
ing season.

As you update your
tools, you may want to
purchase a few hand tools

Nobody wants
an enemy, do they?
I don’t. Some say that if
you don’t have any ene-
mies, then you’re not
doing it right.

Winston Churchill said,
“If you don’t have any
enemies in life, then you
haven’t stood up for any-
thing.”

He’s probably talking
about a different type
of enemy than what I'm
about to present.

While leafing through
one of the most popular
self-help books ever writ-
ten, “How to Win Friends
and Influence People,”
I came across one sure-
fire way to not make an
enemy.

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

with comfortable wooden
handles and carbon steel
heads. The wood adds
a natural aesthetic that
goes hand in hand with
gardening.

Make sure you have
the right shovels for
those frequent digging
tasks. Perhaps it is time
to invest in a long-han-
dled shovel with a nar-
row head that allows you
to dig in small spaces.

olive oil; six chopped
green oions; 8 ounces
Ritz crackers (about 2.5
sleeves); onelargeegg; one
tablespoon mayonnaise;
on teaspoon dry mustard;
one teaspoon garlic pow-
der; % teaspoon cayenne
pepper; Y teaspoon Old
Bay seasoning; one cup
bread crumbs (panko or
non-seasoned); olive oil.

Directions: Cook green
onions in olive oil until
soft, In a bowl mix togeth-
er the onions; crabmeat;,
crushed crackers, egg,
mayonnaise, dry mustard,
garlic powder, cayenne
pepper, garlic powder, Old
Bay seasoning, salt, and
pepper. Form into pat-
ties and coat with bread
crumbs. Fry until golden
brown on each side; drain
on paper towel. Or cook
in air fryer until browned
and crisp.

E

Shrimp Casserole

Casseroles were com-
mon fare for mid-century
dinners, and Lent was no
exception. This seafood
recipe calls for a long,
oval casserole dish (yes,
they had different shaped
dishes for specialty casse-

roles!) but you can use a
flat glass baking dish.

Ingredients: 2 % 1bs.
shrimp, deveined, peeled
and cooked;1 cup cooked
rice; one cup sharp ched-
dar cheese; one can con-
densed cream of mush-
room soup; % cup green
onions, chopped; % cup
celery, chopped; one stick
of butter; 8lemons, sliced
very thin

Directions: Mix togeth-
er the shrimp; rice, cheese
and soup. Meanwhile,
saute onions and celery
in the butter until soft-
ened. Add to shrimp
mixture, and pour into a
long, flat casserole dish.
Overlap lemon slices over
the top. Cover and cook
in a 375 degree oven for
20-30 minutes.

*%

Broccoli and Macaroni

This was one of my
favorite Lenten meals
growing up! Easy and
delicious, it offers a
change from fish on
Fridays.

Ingredients: 6 cups
broccoli florets; Olive oil
(as desired); eight gar-
lic cloves, chopped; one
tablespoon salt; one box

tell them they’re

Imagine you’re in a
team meeting discuss-
ing the direction of the
upcoming project. You
believe that focusing on
digital marketing will
yield the best return on
investment, arguing,
“Considering our tar-
get demographic spends
most of their time online,
it’s evident that digital
marketing is where we
should be allocating the
majority of our budget.”

Your coworker, how-
ever, believes traditional
marketing methods like
print and television ads
will have a broader reach,
countering, “Our brand’s
strength has always been
its appeal to a wide audi-
ence, and traditional
media gives us that visi-
bility.”

Your ego flares up at
this moment, tempted to
dismiss their perspective
outright. You might feel

Corona’s DigMaster
Nursery Shovel has a
hardened steel blade
and a handle for dura-
bility and long life. The
ComfortGel grip allows
you to keep working
longer.

Like digging with the
right-sized shovel, dead-
heading flowers with the
right tool makes it easi-
er and you're more likely
to get the job done. For
those with a lot of dead-
heading, select one with
an ergonomic design, a
finger loop for better con-
trol, and an easy-release
lock like Corona’s Ergo
Dead Header Snips.

Late winter and early
spring are also the time to
do a bit of trimming and

PEWS
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For many, the old Sunday after-
noon family feasts are no longer pos-
sible because family is spread hither
and thither, but here we can take a
page from the younger generation’s
friends-giving and create our own cho-
sen family to gather with.

Wirzba says, “Kinship and har-
mony, mutuality and intimacy are to
be the rule of a healthy life togeth-
er.” Part of forming and maintaining
these key requirements of life means
making regular time to be together,
and meals are an excellent place to do

that.

While the world may not stop whirl-
ing for us to abide in this practice,
perhaps we can slow our little worlds
enough to make sure that we sit and
eat in community at least a couple
times a week. Perhaps if enough of us
do it, maybe we will see a shift in the
wider culture: one where personal in-

teraction is prioritized and time for re-
lationships is seen as a necessary part

of life.

Consider this practice on par with,
if not more important than, hitting the
gym or cramming for a test or complet-
ing a work project. Perhaps even the
challenge of trying to “fit this in” will
be an invitation in your life to recon-

sider your priorities and notice where

bad habits have become ingrained.

It may be hard at first to think of
who you might gather to join for such
a meal, but be brave. You may be sur-
prised by people’s enthusiastic re-
sponses. Our world these days is starv-
ing. Starving not as much for food

(while this is still a concern for many)

org.

as for community and connection.
May we each reach out and welcome
another to sit, eat, and enjoy. Amen
Rev. Dawn M. Adams is the minister
at the First Congregational Church of
Brimfield, UCC. To learn more about
her or the church, visit BrimfieldUCC.

inclined to assert, “That
approach is outdated and
inefficient. Wait until we
see the results from focus-
ing solely on traditional
methods and missing out
on the digital audience.
Then we’ll see who’s
right.”

Often, our ego comes
up, and the ego always
wants to be correct. This
temptation to prove your
point without fully con-
sidering their viewpoint
can quickly turn a profes-
sional disagreement into
a personal conflict.

Now, you may be right.
Your reasoning may be
sound. But you must also
consider that other peo-
ple almost always want to
be correct. Whether you
know it or not, you insult-
ed their intelligence, and
now they’re your enemy.

Enemy is a strong word,
but whatever the case,
they almost certainly see

Gear up for the 2024 garden

pruning on indoor plants.
Pruners and snips with
specially shaped blades,
like the Corona BP14623
Houseplant Pruner, make
trimming individual
leaves and stems easier,
ensuring you make the
cut where planned.

A scoop comes in
handy when placing pot-
ting mix or fertilizer in
containers. The more you
use it, the more uses you
will discover for scoops
like Corona’s Multi-Scoop
with a stainless-steel
scoop and ComfortGel
grip.

If you struggle to haul
soil, mulch, and plants to
the garden bed, it may be
time to invest in a garden
cart. Wheelbarrows are
a traditional favorite but
how about a four-wheeled
cart with pneumatic tires
to make moving the load
over rough ground easier?
Consider one with sides
that fold down for easier
loading and unloading.
Or perhaps one with a
dumping mechanism,
like Corona’s CR1000 Poly
Dump Cart, that makes
it easy to empty loads of
mulch and soil where it is
needed.

And don’t forget about
the young gardeners in
your life. Having their
own set of properly sized
hand tools, long-handled
tools, and of course, a
wheelbarrow will make
working with you in the
garden even more special.
Kids, like adults, benefit
from spending time in the
garden. Give them their
own garden patch or row
to dig, plant, and tend.
You’ll all have more fun.

When upgrading your
garden tools, consider

THE

KAREN
TRAINOR

Ziti macaroni, cooked;
% cup Romano cheese,
grated; two tablespoons
Italian flat leaf parsley,
chopped.

Directions: Heat about
a half cup of olive oil over
medium heat, add broc-
coli and salt to the pan,
adding more oil as needed
for broccoli to be browned
and as soft as you like
it. Once done, add garlic
and cook for another min-
ute or two; be sure not to
burn garlic. Add cooked
macaroni to the pot and
mix with Romano cheese;
garnish with parsley:

%%

Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in

arong

this as a challenge. Why
wouldn’t they? You told
them they’re not seeing
the big picture. Now they
have something to prove.

Now, you've got a sit-
uation on your hands
because you were right
and made them feel silly
about it, and they're
now going to want their
chance to make you seem
foolish.

What’s a way to avoid
this? Well. It’s straightfor-
ward. You can begin by
saying, “Well, now, look,
I thought otherwise, but I
may be wrong. I frequent-
ly am, and if I'm wrong, I
want to put it right. Let’s
examine the facts.”

Nobody will object to
you admitting that you
could be wrong, and let’s
examine the facts!

It’s a curious thing
about us humans: we
can change our minds

1

HinT

S€ason

Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route
131 across the town
common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip
that has worked for
you? Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household
or garden matters? If so,
why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge
Press newspapers? Send
questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/o0
the Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

in a heartbeat over the
smallest things, no drama
involved. But the moment
someone tells us we’re
wrong? That’s when the
walls go up, and we stand
our ground harder than
ever.

Telling someone
they’re wrong is a dead-
end strategy, especially in
a way that might make
them feel less than bril-
liant. You could throw
every fact and figure their
way, and more often than
not, they’ll stick to their
guns, convinced of their
rightness, even if it’s just
in the privacy of their
thoughts.

So, how do we navi-
gate this tricky terrain?
Dale Carnegie hit the
nail when he said, “Show
respect for the other per-
son’s opinions. Never say,
‘You're wrong.”” It's as
simple as that.

Courtesy — Corona Tools

The long-handled Digmaster nursery shovel with its narrow
head makes it easy to dig even in small spaces.

donating those that are
still in good working
order to a nearby commu-
nity garden, school gar-
den, or master gardener
group. They can always
use extra tools to help
them grow gardeners of
all ages. And those that
have reached the end of
life can be turned into
garden art. It’s a great
way to save memories of
gardens’ past.

Melinda Myers has
written more than
20 gardening books,
including the recent-
ly released Midwest

Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant
video series and the
nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio
program. Myers is a
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and
was commissioned by
Corona Tools for her
expertise in writing this
article. Myers’ Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.
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Cornerstone Bank He may be gone, but not forgotten!

promotes three
employees to lead-
ership positions

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a community
bank with locations throughout Central Massachu-
setts, recently promoted three employees to leader-
ship positions. Rachel Briggs of Spencer was pro-
moted from vice president to senior vice president,
commercial loan operations. Kyle Hill, a resident of
Brimfield, was promoted from vice president to se-
nior vice president, retail loan operations. And War-
ren resident Jacqueline Croft was promoted from as-
sistant vice president to vice president, Bank Secrecy
Act (BSA), risk and security officer.

“We are committed to providing our employees
with career growth opportunities, which makes these
three promotions especially gratifying,” said Todd
Tallman, CEO of Cornerstone Bank. “Rachel, Jacue-
line and Kyle are incredibly valuable to us, and we
look forward to seeing their impact grow in their new
roles.”

Briggs has been a Cornerstone Bank employee
for 24 years. In her new role as senior vice president,
commercial loan operations, she will oversee the
operations and administration of the Commercial
Lending Department, service the commercial loan
portfolio and ensure compliance with regulatory
and internal audits. Briggs has a B.S. in business ad-
ministration from Worcester State University, and a
certificate in banking and financial support services
from the New England School of Financial Studies.
As a community volunteer, she provides financial lit-
eracy education through Cornerstone Bank, works
with local food banks and participates in Habitat for
Humanity Playhouse Build projects.

Hill has worked at Cornerstone for 25 years. As
senior vice president, retail loan operations, he will
oversee and support the production, processing,
underwriting, closing and servicing of residential
loans. He is responsible for ensuring compliance
with federal, state and local regulations, as well as in-
ternal policies and procedures, and collaborates with
other departments and external partners to achieve
the strategic goals of the organization.

Croft has 14 years’ experience in the banking in-
dustry, with the last two at Cornerstone. In her new
role as vice president, BSA, risk and security officer,
she is responsible for managing the bank’s compli-
ance with all aspects of the BSA, Office of Foreign
Asset Control (OFAC) and the USA PATRIOT Act.
She maintains and implements the BSA/Anti-Money
Laundering (AML) compliance program and securi-
ty policies and procedures, and her team performs fi-
nancial crimes investigations across the bank. Croft
is a Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist
(CAMS) and a volunteer educator, providing finan-
cial literacy programs focused on fraud prevention
for students and seniors.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in 2017, born of
a long history of supporting the community, and
providing a strong foundation to help people and
businesses thrive. Serving Worcester County, Mas-
sachusetts, Cornerstone Bank’s local presence and
community-based banking model enables a unique
ability to deliver outstanding service, with a per-
sonal touch. Cornerstone provides the highest level
of service and expertise for individuals, businesses,
and community organizations with branch locations
throughout Central Massachusetts. Cornerstone
works to connect customers with opportunities,
through a broad range of deposit and loan products,
and services. Built on Trust is not just a tag line, but
also one of our guiding corporate values. Whether
a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone
stands on the foundation that relationships are built
on trust. To learn about Cornerstone Bank’s personal
and business banking offerings, please visit corner-
stonebank.com orcall800-939-9103.

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE —On Mon-
day, Feb. 22, the parking lots at
Quinebuag Masonic Lodge in
Southbridge were packed with Mas-
ter Masons from seven lodges from
the 24th Masonic District and visi-
tors from throughout the state. The
brethren were here for the monthly
Lodge of Instructions (L.O.1.) class
hosted by the Quinebuag Masonic
Lodge. One of the main reasons
this particular L.O.I. class was im-
portant to Quinebuag was to honor
a brother who just passed away due
to a long battle with Cancer.

This brother was the creator of
the 24th Masonic District Travel-
ing Chainmail Armor Attendance
Apron. Every month a different
lodge hosts our L.O.I. classes in
the 24th Masonic District and the
Lodge with the most members in
attendance takes home the Travel-
ing Chainmail Apron as bragging
rights. This enclosed beautiful
Chainmail Armor Apron was cre-
ated by our very own Brother Mike
Sgariglia of the Quinebuag Mason-
ic Lodge. The Chainmail apron has
a lot of sentimental value to the
brethren of our Lodge.

Here is a little history about this
Traveling Chainmail Armor Atten-
dance Apron. The beautiful heavy
chain link apron was made by
Brother Michael Sgariglia of the
Quinebaug Masonic Lodge with
the permission of Brother Robert
Schremser, who was the 24th Ma-
sonic District Deputy Grand Mas-
ter (DDGM) back in 2010. Brother

Courtesy

Brother Mike Sgariglia creator of
the 24th Masonic District Traveling
Chainmail Armor Apron who will be
deeply missed by his Masonic Family.
Mike Sgariglia was making chain-
mail armor as a hobby before he
became a Master Mason and was
inspired to make this. He got the
idea when he was at another Lodge
of Instruction class and saw that
lodge’s gave out a prize for atten-
dance and thought of something
personal for the 24th Masonic Dis-
trict. Brother Sgariglia made this
chainmail armor apron with a
pair of pliers in each hand. It took
about 30 hours and 3,500 rings to
make the chainmail armor apron.
It consists of silver and blue stain-
less-steel rings. The apron weighs
approximately five pounds, and
can be worn and is presented in a
beautiful wooden frame case.

A call went out to the members
of the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge
for the brethren to attend this
L.O.I class in numbers. We had

Courtesy

Left to right: Brother Jonathan Neitz
holding the Chainmail Armor Attendance
Apron with Bro. Will Proper and cen-
ter behind apron, Bro. Gary Watson.
Quinebuag won this month’s attendance
member apron.

S0 many members in attendance
that we beat our rival lodge The
Rose of Sharon Lodge located at
the Overlook senior living facility.
They came out on a minibus full
of brethren and the Quinebuag
Masonic Lodge members still beat
their attendance, all in honor of
our fallen Brother Mike Sgariglia.
This is why the apron means so
much to the Quinebuag Masonic
Lodge. If you would like more in-
formation about this great frater-
nity of freemasonry visit our Web
site, www.massfreemasonry.org,
and read about this great organiza-
tion and to find a lodge nearest you.

Bay Path alumna goes from LPN to RN

role in managing HBO.

sie Gauvin, RN, WCC, of
Southbridge is the HBO
(Hyperbaric oxygen ther-
apy) Safety Director at
the Wound Care Center at
UMass Memorial Health
Harrington at 10 N. Main
St., Charlton.

Gauvin is certified in
wound care, serving as a
leader and a role model.
Certification is the mark
of distinction for a spe-
cialty,. WCC by the Wound
Learning Academy by
SNF wound care “is an
online education platform
with content approved by
RN and LPN/LVN Nurs-
ing Board nationwide, in
all 50 states. WCC offers 30
CEU for license renewal.”
She demonstrated dedica-
tion to the highest stan-
dards in wound care man-
agement and achieved
recognition and elevated
her status as a wound
care specialist.

According to the
Wound Learning Acad-
emy, “Wound Care Cer-
tification = demonstrates
specialized and distin-
guished knowledge in
wound management, pro-
moting the highest level
of care for all wound care
patients.”

Gauvin plays a key

She provides wound care
education to patients
and their families, oper-
ates HBO chambers for
treatment of non-healing
wounds, oversees month-
ly HBO safety drills and
ensure staff members are
up to date on their quar-
terly supervision of HBO
dives, and ensure safe
operation through week-
ly maintenance of HBO
chambers. Hyperbaric
oxygen therapy involves
exposing the body to 100
percent oxygen at higher
pressures than what one
normally  experiences.
Wounds need oxygen to
heal correctly. Exposing
a wound to 100% oxygen
at higher pressures can,
in some cases, speed the
healing process.

Gauvin is an alumna of
Bay Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy, PN Class of
2014. She completed the
rigorous program, was
awarded the Academic
Excellence Award, and
passed the NCLEX-PN
on her first try While
a nursing student, she
competed in SkillsUSA
Health Knowledge Bowl
and earned gold med-
als in district and state
competition making it to

":‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Kellsie Gauvin

nationals and earning a
bronze medal.

“I cannot believe that it
has been ten years since I
graduated from the prac-
tical nursing program,”
said Gauvin. “Time really
does fly!”

Gauvin is also an
alumna of Bay Path Re-
gional Vocational Techni-
cal High School, Class of
2011. She graduated as the
Class Valedictorian.

In December 2021,
Gauvin completed her
Associate of Science in
Nursing degree at Quin-
sigamond Community
College, Worcester. Before
joining UMass Memorial
Healthcare at Harrington,
Gauvin was an LPN

Nursing Supervisor at
the Overlook (2015-2021).
She was with Spectrum
Health Systems briefly
before joining UMass Me-
morial Healthcare at Har-
rington as a Registered
Nurse. She became the
Hyperbaric Safety Direc-
tor in January 2022.

About Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy

The program is a 40-
week (10-month), full-
time, Monday through
Friday, evening program.
The program begins
mid-August and is com-
pleted in late June. Grad-
uates receive a Practical
Nursing Certificate and
are eligible to take the
NCLEX-PN licensure
exam. The Bay Path Prac-
tical Nursing Academy
is fully approved by the
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts Executive Of-
fice of Health and Human
Services Department
of Public Health Board
of Registration in Nurs-
ing (www.mass.gov/dph/
boards/rn) and is accred-
ited by the Commission
on Occupational Educa-
tion (www.council.org).

For more information,
visit www.baypath.net.

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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CLOSED FOR VACATION FEBRUARY 19 THROUGH 29
REOPEN MARCH 1

Spencer Country [nn

Buy Entree Get 1 /2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 3/31/24
Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH

PENCER J |
i

i
(!
2

AINNa

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

10am-1pm

Gift
Cards

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

The function room is now open!

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

Fri 3/1 & Sat. 3/2 (after 5pm)

TUNA STEAK

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Ei
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Roger R. Ford, 85

Ocala, FL/Southbridge: Roger
R. Ford, 85, formerly of South-
bridge, passed away on Thursday;,
Feb. 22nd, in his home in Ocala,
FL, after a long illness.

His wife of 54 years, Margue-
rite C. “Peggy” (Chenier) Ford,
passed away in 2014.

He leaves his wife of 8 years,
Michelle L. (Chenier) Ford; his
two daughters, Sharon Ford of
Southbridge and Jessica Bu-
teau and her husband Jeremy
of Southbridge; his three sisters,
Lorraine Pelletier of Ocala, FL,
Doris Vaillancourt of Ocala, FL
and Shirley Simpson of South-
field, MI; his four grandchildren,
Jamal Blyther, Alex Belanger,
Latisha Blyther and Valentine
Reddick; and many nieces and
nephews. He was predeceased by
his three brothers, Albert Ford,
Donald Ford and Russell Ford and
his eight sisters, Leona Cournoy-

er, Thelma Lamoureux, Mildred
Stanhope, Ruth Farraher, Beatrice
Budrow, Rita Renaud, Dorothy
Theodoss and Ida Czyzewski. He
was born in Southbridge the son
of Wilbertand Rose (Girard) Ford.

Roger was a US Army Veteran of
the Vietnam War era.

Roger was a longtime Firefight-
er for the Southbridge Fire De-
partment, retiring in 1991. He also
owned and operated The Hook and
Ladder Restaurant in Southbridge
and later owned and operated the
Fork in the Road Restaurant in
Southbridge. He enjoyed helping
anyone and giving back to the
citizens of Southbridge. In his
younger years loved to dress up as
Santa and would go to the hospi-
tal on Christmas eve and visit all
the patients, dropping off a gift to
all the children. He would then go
to the nursing home and visit the
elderly. Being a resident of South-
bridge all his life, and working on
the fire department and the public
he knew many people so when vis-
iting Santa knew their names and
they would get so excited cause
Santa knew them. To those who
knew him he was always there to
help and try to guide them in the
right direction. Changing a flat
tire, giving them a ride, helping
chief Alva at the elderly picnics
and always helping with town ac-

tivities. He will be greatly missed
by his wife, children, grandchil-
dren, sisters, in-laws, and friends
for the love, support, caring and
friendship. Roger always wished
for peace and that everyone could
get along.

Roger’s funeral will be held on
Saturday, March 2nd, from Dan-
iel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 130
Hamilton St., Southbridge, with
a Mass at 10:00am in St. Mary’s
Church of the St. John Paul II
Parish, 267 Hamilton St., South-
bridge. Burial will be in New No-
tre Dame Cemetery, Southbridge.
Calling hours in the funeral home
will be held on Friday, March 1st,
from 5:00 to 7:00pm.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

COUNCIL

continued from page 1

Mike Montigny said
he supported the “no
confidence” idea overall,
but said it would have
“no weight” and voted
to delay it. Regardless of
what happens now, he
said, there's no way the
receivership ends before
July, but “their backs are
against the wall now”
and he wants to see what
new Education Commis-
sioner Russell Johnson
does in the next couple
weeks.

To Montigny, the situ-
ation is “a game of chess.
You don't throw our
queen into the middle of
the board [yet].”

Citizen Stephanie Riv-
ers agreed, being the first
to propose having the
School Committee make
the formal requests to
end receivership and in-
vestigate those issues.
She noted that's what
Holyoke and Lawrence
did, and the law clearly
states that's allowed (al-
though it doesn't clearly
say what the state has to
do about them).

To School Committee
member Kathy Laprio-
re, though, the vote was
important now as a way
to let the students, teach-
ers and parents “know

ommunity
Connection

we have their backs and
aren't putting it off.” For-
mer teacher Olga Lopez,
whose dismissal sparked
these protests, agreed,
saying she thought stu-
dents and teachers are
“feeling stepped on and
mistreated” and  “it
would break them to feel
theyre not being sup-
ported.”

Nicole Duffey noted
some of the acts stu-
dents and teachers have
alleged are ‘“straight
out against the law” and
must be investigated
now, regardless of the
politics. That prompted
Town Manager Jack Jo-
van to ask if 51A reports
have been filed with the
state and what happened
with them; he said he'd
talk to the police chief
about it.

“We will follow up to
make sure it's done ap-
propriately,” he said.

Later, regarding the
overall issues, he added,
“We're here leading. Give
us a chance to get this
through. ... Come with
us and make sure we get
it done.”

No one from the school
administration attended
the meeting.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

LumberGoInct

Building Materials & Supplies h

LumberCo*yinc?

Building Materials & Supplies h

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Lumber © Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall * Ceilings  Flooring
Hardware » Cements * Siding * Roofing
Windows * Doors * Concrete Block

Lumber ® Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block

New job, new retirement account options

Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options:

LW

T

* Leave the money in your previous employer's plan

Sawmill Products Sawrnlllw * Move it to your new employer's plan
Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber Rough Sawn ® Dimension Lumber * Roll it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
Timbers * Industrial Lumber Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber * Cash out the account subject to early withdrawal penalties

Boards *

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works
994 North Woodstock Road best for you.
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550

www.morse-lumber.com

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street

Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

CALL 774-200-7308

—
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-800-764- SUBPY bYPs ol
Toll Fre ]£ 7164-3231 0TI UBEY bAES 261"
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

—

= §
Toll Free 1:800:760-323 TG UEy bAtaPatl

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”
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The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ e

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

‘Covmiies JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We buy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508) 764-7415

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

. _ Prépane
— s ° . . =
508-248-9797 Find Us on Social Media F1©®
Don’t Pay Too Much for Pr opane s === ==l ==~~~ p— == ——s————
PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL Tanks Filled 370 1'}‘/[AINS()SSFI'SRé:.Z‘7E’(l)‘l.l;z TI:‘ o .5(};;];]:;)2;;:5’ MA | | ‘ | |
anks Fille EL: -347- * Fax: -347-

0-50 .......... $5.70 300-500 ......... $2.55 to 80%
50-75 ......... $3.40 500 PLUS ....... $2.40 vls IT OUR STORE FOR
75150 .......$3.05 Duel Fuel ....... $3.75  Driver -
150-300 ..... $2.75 Drop off Tanks .. $3.00 Discretion

WEEKLY SPECIALS!
DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL! R

e Friday price 02/23/24 was s3-79 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” . g

-
*prices subject to change

SR
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RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers
that’s not really limited. We’re only offering
this window discount and this patio and
entry door discount for 31 days!*

Sale ends March 31!

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, — PLUS ——

OO}ZON(E)FF $150 OFF

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR!

Minimum purchase of four required. No minimum purchase required.

PLus NO NO NOfor1

Money Down Monthly Payments Interest year

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

« Renewal by Andersen is the full-service
replacement window division of
Andersen®, a company that has built
windows and doors for over 121 years.

e Our windows’ Fibrex® material is
twice as strong as low-end vinvyl.

« Compared to ordinary dual-pane glass,
our SmartSun™ glass is 49% more
energy-efficient in the winter and helps
make your home more comfortable.?

LESS THAN a month left to book your
FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

RENEWAL  MILITARY ﬂ‘ ENERGY STAR

DISCOUNT S
by ANDERSEN m PARTNER OF THE YEAR
FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT Sustained Excellence

ANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

e = N

‘DEFAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 3/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4)
or more windows or entry/patio doors between 3/1/2024 and 3/31/2024. Additional $150 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 3/31/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less
than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required.
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promational period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and
state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your
local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. ?Values are based
on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables.
“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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Gus Steeves

Family members of young artists peruse their creations.

Gus Steeves

Gus Steeves

Simone Germain shows off her favorite of the projects, the
milk-bottle owls.

Somewhat abstract, cartoony paintings formed one wall of
the show.

Gus Steeves
Even the sun is amazed at the large flock of owls.

GUS STEEVES

SOUTHBRIDGE — Art shone like suns and flew
like owls Saturday, as the Ruth Wells Art Center dis-
played the creations from its February vacation kids’
art classes.

Lead teacher Simone Germain said they had about

AIC names students to Athletic Director's 3.0 Club SESES

SPRINGFIELD —
American Interna-

tive GPA of 3.0 or bet-
ter after one or more

Budding artists bask at art center

P

in Athletic Adminis-
tration and Leader-

Gus Steeves

Jade Ofori talks to a friend at the snack table.
Gus Steeves

Larry Day and Kevin Provost talk as one of the suns
looks on.

COMMERCIAL S
RESIDENTIAL * — —=iattms 401-567-8974
JDHOMECARE.COM

186 JEFFERSON ROAD
HARRISVILLE RI 02830

38 participants in two groups this year. As usu-
al, they found unique ways to reuse material
that would other just get recycled, including
collages, milk-bottle owls, cardboard painted
suns, and more.

The center has similar classes a few times a
year, plus the “Strings and Things” jam every
Monday, Open Studios every Thursday, and
other events. Among them, it’s hosting a Re-
cord Hop March 23.

FULLY INSURED
40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

/You want your lawn t¢o look like this?
€all us now!

private, co-education-
al, doctoral granting

tional College (AIC)
congratulates its stu-
dent-athletes who have
been inducted into the
Athletic Director's 3.0
Club for the Fall 2023
semester.

AIC Athletics Di-
rector Jessica Chapin
recognized more than
three hundred stu-
dent-athletes who have
achieved a cumula-

years enrolled at AIC.
The primary objective
for these students is
to stand as academic
role models, inspiring
fellow student-athletes
with their achieve-
ments and dedication!
Kaitlyn Boone of
Sturbridge, majoring
in Health Science.
Benjamin Lazo of
Southbridge, majoring

ship.

Jackson Haker of
Uxbridge, majoring in
Health Science.

Grace Boisvert of
Uxbridge, majoring in

institution located in
Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, comprising
the School of Business,
Arts and Sciences,
the School of Educa-

General Business. tion, and the School of
Morgan Martellioof Health Sciences. AIC
Uxbridge, majoring in supports and advanc-
Health Science. es education, diversity,
Founded in 1885, and opportunity for its

American Internation-
al College (AIC) is a

students and the com-
munity.

Charlton Garden Club meets March 11

CHARLTON —
The Charlton Garden
Club’s Monday, March
11 meeting will fea-
ture Brian Aho from
Bartlett Tree Experts.
He will be speaking
on “Pruning with a
Purpose.”

Charlton Garden
Club meetings are

open to all inter-
ested in gardening
and related themes.
Whether you’re a nov-
ice or accomplished
gardener, the Charl-
ton Garden Club is a
great place to meet
other gardening en-
thusiasts, learn about
plants and planting,

and to share your gar-
dening tips and expe-
riences. This meeting
will be held at 7 pm at
the Charlton Public
Library. If interested
in joining the Garden
Club, please contact
Co-Presidents, Vir-
ginia Charette at (508)
248-7300 or Marcia

Liedigk at (508) 434-

0506.

RESTAURANT @

5% OFF
ORDER!

Open Monday - Saturday 8am - 5pm

Open to the Public - Locally Owned

» Paper goods » Restaurants
» Dry goods » Bars » Food Trucks
» Frozen & refrigerated foods » Caterers » Pizza shops

» Bakeries

~ MOSQUITO/TIC
CONTROL PROGRAM

Organic Spray

Sign up now
for your 5 Step
Tree/Shrub
Program for

SIONURNoW for the spring e ajthier trees

to enjoy your outdoors!

& shruhs!

401-567-8974
JDHOMECARE.COM

Under New Management
Worcester: 172 Stafford Street - (508) 752-2200
Providence: 1229 Westminster Street - (401) 454-7283

restsuperstore.com

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company e

ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS

® voucaN'TDO o
IT ALL, WE CAN

HELP YOU
”' -3 . for our full menu.
7.

i) ‘
. .

Fully Insured and Bonded |

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
] 11 - CLOSE
= | CLOSED MONDAYS

EASY, FAST
ESTATE REMOVAL

or Facebook page

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

S
>
>
>
>

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

Dinner specials

Tuesday and
ednesday!

MUSIC

BINGO
EVERY
THURSDAY
7709

Please visit our website |

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com
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Charlton Cultural Council announces grant recipients

CHARLTON — The Charlton Cultural Council is
excited to announce our 2024 grant recipients. The
following people and organizations have been al-
located funding to promote cultural programming
in our community. We are pleased to be able to sup-
port such talented local artists and creatives. Please
watch for these events as they become available.

All the Possibilities Inc.

Charlton Historical Commission

Replacement of Local History Information Signs
Charlton Historical Commission

Restoration of Salem Towne Russell Portrait
Charlton Public Library

Theatrical Literary Production

Charlton Public Library

Quilt Program: Before and After - Repeating Pat-

Capoeira movement workshop and paint party
MUSIC Dance.edu

Iam Autistic Iam Fantastic - The Musical
MUSIC Dance.edu

Hip Hop Chair Dance for Seniors! a dance series
NV Creations LL.C

Paint Workshops for Charlton

Pasture Prime Players, Inc.

All the Possibilities Inc Drama Program

Davis R. Bates III

Celebrating the Season: Celtic Songs & Stories

Zachary Benton

Melodious Zach Presents Music of the 1960s

Charlton Arts and Activities Center
Concert at the CAAC

Charlton Council on Aging

Charlie Chaplin, The Circus

terns The Polar Express
Francis Hart Pasture Prime Players, Inc.
The “Beat Generation” - A Cultural Review of the TBD

1950s Through Music Elizabeth Silvia
Le Note Diverse The BaNannies Live!
Stories of Fortitude: Women Composers of the Ed the Wizard

Baroque II
Gregory Maichack
The Jellyfish: How to Pastel Paint
Mass Capoeira Culture Center

Aerodynamic STEM Workshop
Roger L. Tincknell

Island Vacation

(" MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC )
DUCTLESS SPLIT
HEAT-PUMPS

HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING

Michael J. Williams

SHEET METAL
FABRICATION

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC
COOLING & HEATING
M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988
High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035

energize {‘T

DIARDND

mass save

ATO B0Y A

Since 1969

App ved vendor

www.mjwhvac.com " i,

Cleaning Services

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
. estimate at:

774-262-9166

!

iy

HURLEY
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,
Delivered
GREEN

$200 pzr corn
Call John at
508 958- 4350

mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
emai

Wm

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes « Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Licensed
& Insured

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

Ei

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Glenn LeBlanc )\ NIELAWENT'S
PLASTERING ({\3 HEATING INC.
Plastering small ;
jobs; additions, Commerc./a/,
ceilings, Residential,
bathrooms, New Construction
remodels,
patches. 369 Main S
Over 40 Years Stjlﬂ? L
Experience.
P i Spencer, MA
Quality 1-833-969-4330
Workmanship
Fully Insured
Insured
CALL MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
508-612-9573 @GMAIL.COM

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUARANTEED

BUILOING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter
cleaning, gutter repairs,
Certainteed Shingle
Master Certified!
Contact Daniel Truax
508-450-7472
call or text
gbmaintco.com

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Financing Available
A+ Rafing BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

KUBALA

P §
{ J HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experis

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

508-784-1550
:EBO K

B-U-I'L-D-E‘R

INCORPORATED

Remodelmg Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

PEST CONTROL

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services
Over 30 years experience

Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

C==)

GJ LEDUC

PAINTING

MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
: ; Power Washing
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair Wallpapering
Steps, Patios .
Pool Surrounds General Repa"
Pressure Washing Fu||y Insured
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing Over 40+ Years
Delivery of Aggregate [xperience
Cord Wood
Brian French 508-764-8548
(413)222-5542
frenchyn4b@gmail.com 774-23083 73

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty
& 25 yr. labor warranty
available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured,

Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

Dl sccpeoeo
) US| S

Advertise on
this page for one low
price!

(et 7 papers.

774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader
o Sturbridge Villager
» Charlton Villager

o Southbridge News

» Webster Times

o Auburn News

o Blackstone Valley Tribune

For Advertising
Information
Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@

stonebridge press.news
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New kennel going up at DPW property

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
—The town has been

talking about building
a new animal control
kennel for years, and
approved funds for it

months ago.

Last week, the build-
ing committee voted to
finalize its location on

the grounds of the DPW
barn on Guelphwood, af-
ter considering the town-
owned Trahan building

Second mock code scenario held at Bay Path

CHARLTON — The
Practical Nursing Class
of 2024 Mock Code Team
(MCT), under the guid-
ance and leadership of
Professors Cheryl Ca-
hill, Jennifer DeFilippo,
Angela McGrath, and Ri-
anna Romano, prepared
and executed the Term 2
Mock Code Scenario.

Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy’s
MCT and Simulation
Training improves re-
sponse to code events.
During cardiac arrests,
the quick response of a
code team requires co-
hesiveness, timely de-
fibrillation, and clearly
defined roles. It is im-
portant for members of
the healthcare team to
intuitively know their
role as part of the re-
sponse team especially
during code situations
when seconds count.

Photo shows mem-
bers of the 2024 MCT
from left Ashley Urbain
of Paxton, Julie Dod-
son of West Brookfield,
and Patrick Njunge
of Worcester demon-
strating initial steps in
response to a code situ-
ation. Other members
of the MCT include Vic-
toria Boateng, Melissa
Nale, Richard Nsiah, Sa-
mantha Stanikmas, and
Cynthia Zaya Torres.

“It was a great night.
The Mock Code Team
was amazing and every-
one really did a fantastic
job!” shared Professor
DeFilippo.

“We firmly believe in
using simulation train-

ing to improve perfor-
mance,” said Gretheline
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN
Ed, RN, CRRN Academy
Director.

“We are blessed to
have the continued guid-

ance, experience, and
expertise of Professors
Cahill, DeFilippo, and
Romano. We welcome
Professor McGrath’s as-
sistance this year!” Bo-
landrina added.

The timely use of de-
fibrillation and empow-
ered, confident nurses
result in a positive re-
sponse to code events.
According to the Amer-
ican Heart Association's
Get With The Guidelines
(GWTG) resuscitation
program, time to first
shock is one of four

achievement  metrics.
The guidelines state that
hospitalized patients

exhibiting ventricular
fibrillation or pulseless

ventricular tachycardia
should receive defibrilla-
tion within two minutes
to improve outcomes.

In 2017, the Bay Path
Practical Nursing Acad-
emy MCT was formed
to improve resuscitation
skills and comfort levels
for practical nursing stu-
dents. The MCT meets
for a full day of prepa-
ration, with members
practicing as much as
possible. On Mock Code
Day, the MCT runs the
code scenarios multiple
times. The formation
of the MCT increased
mock code opportunities
and participation three
times in an academic
year. Participation in
mock codes increases
the comfort level of prac-
tical nursing students.
An effective code team
is one that acts safely,
and efficiently, and saves
lives. The MCT aims to

be proficient with skills
and knowledge, effective
with  communication,
and highly organized.

About Bay Path
RVTHS Practical Nurs-
ing Academy

Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy offers
a 40-week (10-month),
full-time, Monday
through Friday, evening
program. The program
begins mid-August and
is completed in Ilate
June. Graduates receive
a Practical Nursing Cer-
tificate and are eligible
to take the NCLEX-PN
licensure exam. The Bay
Path Practical Nursing
Academy is fully ap-
proved by the: Common-
wealth of Massachu-
setts Executive Office
of Human Services of
Public Health Board of
Registration in Nursing,
239 Causeway St., Bos-
ton, MA 02114 617-973-
0800 or www.mass.gov/
dph/boards/rn The Bay
Path Practical Nursing
Academy is accredited
by the: Council on Occu-
pational Education 840
Roswell Road Building
300, Suite 325 Atlanta,
GA 30350 Telephone: 800-
917-2081 www.council.
org Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical
High School is fully ac-
credited by the: New
England Association of
Schools and Colleges.
209 Burlington Rd., Suite
201, Bedford, MA, 01730-
1433  781-271-0022 WWW.
neasc.org

Freshmen named to Bay Path honor roll

CHARLTON —Bay
Path Regional Vocation-
al Technical School con-
gratulates the following
students in grade 9 on
being named to the hon-
or roll for the second
quarter of the 2023-2024
school year.

High Honors

Lillian Araujo, Ken-
nadie Balcunas, Brett
Beltzer, Alyssa Bonne-
ville, Missage Budimbu
Mpolo, Bella Calnan,
Miya Chauvin, Keziah
Chipman, Jenna Cianci,
Ian Clark, Aidan Clyne,
Trinity Crompton, Ben-
jamin Cryan, Molly
Dwyer, Aria Fournier,
Brooke Fuller, Vikram
Jha, Kelsey Karlowicz,
Finnian Keefe, Owen
Kennedy, Jayme Kenney;,
Benjamin Labbe, Sang-
ey Lama, Ethan Lemire,
Apollo Logan, Emily Ma-
lia, Ava McKellick, Alex-
is Moore, Kaiya Murphy,
Thomas Nault, Johnny
Nhan, Anastasia Nieu-
wenhoff, Daniel Nowlan,
Katie Putnam, Ava Ren-
nie, Jason Richard, Jor-
dyn Sabotka, Ella Scho-
field, Kayla Schoreder,

Isabella Sepulveda, Tra-
vis Tong, Eskil Tranes,
Kara Trevarthan, Kyle
Twombly, Brady Weeks,
Lucy Zaleski

Honors

Salete Alves, Lacie
Andrews, Winifred Au-
coin, Collin Bachand, Ri-
ley Baillargeon, Vincent
Balducci, Nolan Barton,
Benjamin Bassett, Liam
Beals, Lyla Beauchene,
Samantha Belanger,
Kayleigh Bissell, Alex-
andria Blancard, Alexia
Brown, Clara Burlin-
game, Ariana Byrnes,
Evalynn Cedillo, Morgan
Chlapowski, = Dominic
Cincotta, Liam Colon,
Naomi Cooper, Madelyn
Creelman, Maya Cronin,
Liam Cunniff, Eric Day,
Hunter Defosse, Ariana
Dolan, Nathan Donnelly,
Madisson Drewry, Bri-
anna Dwomoah, Eliza-
beth Eccleston, Jackson
Edwards, Ava Erkoc,
Marcus Feliciano, Hai-
ley Ferrara, Dylan Filip-
kowski, Samantha Flect,
Luciana Flores, Jinnette
Goguen, Adrian Golemo,
Liam Greenwood, Emma
Grensavtich, Emma Har-

rington, Julia Holton,
Ryan Hurley, Dominik
Ignatovich, Ella Koms-
si, Alexander Kowal-
ski, Abena Kwarteng,
Owen Lemansky, Jaxon
Leonard, Andrew Lev-
itzky, Perry Lima, Jared
Magnusson, Julie-Anna
Marchetti, Jack Maron-
ey, Christopher Martin,
Aaron Mazur, Shaun Mc-
Grath, Colin Mcllvaine,
Joshua McLaughlin, Jo-
hannys Melendez, Nich-
olas Meneguzzo, Jose
Mercado Lopez, Jayden
Minardi, Miles Moriarty,
Miguel Mosqueda, Na-
thanial Munson, Melany
Ngo, Corey Ntim, Aylah
Patraw, Mayli Pedersen,
Kiera Pederson, Iban
Pelaez, Grace Perron, Ja-
cob Perry, Kylah Pierre,
Isabella Richard, Evan
Roberts, Jake Roemer,
Leilani Rohena Torres,
Jennavicia  Roseberry,
Jaelynn Royea, Gen-
evieve Salinas, Owen
Sanford, Logan Schoff,
Michael Scott, Jennes-
sa Sepuka, Julia Simp-
son, Zachary Sirard,
Hadleigh Splaine, Skyla
St. Francis, Alexander
St. Jacques, Amelia St.

Peter, Cayden Stewart,
Rachel Torres, Nicho-
las Tremblay, Isabella
Vangel, Connor Walsh,
Dashiel Williams, Jaz-
zelle Wolverson, Nicol
Yacavace, Jackson
Young, Payton Ziemski

Principal’s List
Cathlen Adames
Mieses, Anais Ala-

mo-Abad, Trevor Ama-
ral, Boden Barrell, Ben-
jamin Boulmetis, Gavin
Boyd, Olivia Burgos,
Leianna Collins, Emma
Comforti, Anthony Cor-
renti, Brayden Eisnor,
Nicholas Erickson, To-
bias Falco-Foreman,
Corbin Fredette, Aliyah
Gauvin, Ely GemboskKi,
Maximillian Lapriore,
Brooke Leoni, Damon
Libby, Selena Mayoral
Leon, Sarah O’Donnell,
Kaelyn Renaud, Trevor
Rose, Korban Roy-Bout-
hillette, Cayden Sexton,
Lucas Silva, Addisyn
Skeates, Allison Smith,
Hailey Sprague, Logan
Stake, Dylan Strzele-
wicz, Elijah Tamborini,
Arianna Thomas, Bryce
Vautour

Local students named to Tufts University Dean’s List

MEDFORD — Valen
Burke, Class of 2027, of
Southbridge and Trevor
Wallace, Class of 2026,
of Charlton were named
to the dean's list at Tufts
University for the Fall
2023 semester. Dean's list
honors at Tufts Univer-
sity require a semester

grade point average of
3.4 or greater.

Tufts University,
located on campuses
in Boston, Medford/

Somerville and Grafton,
Massachusetts, and in
Talloires, France, is rec-
ognized among the pre-
mier research universi-

ties in the United States.
Tufts enjoys a global
reputation for academic
excellence and for the
preparation of students
as leaders in a wide
range of professions. A
growing number of in-
novative teaching and
research initiatives span

all Tufts campuses, and
collaboration among the
faculty and students in
the undergraduate, grad-
uate, and professional
programs across the uni-
versity's schools is wide-
ly encouraged.

on South Street and look-
ing at some properties
that were for sale. The
project now goes into
design phase, which will
largely entail revising
existing plans intended
for a site on Evergreen
Street that had sparked
significant  opposition
from some councilors
last spring.

“When we go to de-
sign, we'll move quickly,”
chair Scott Lazo said.

Previously, he'd noted,
“I want the chief to see
this before he retires,”
referring to Police Chief
Shane Woodson, who has
been pushing for this
nearly 10 years. (Wood-

son said retirement
would be in “4.5 years.”)
Project engineer

Chris McClure said he
preferred the DPW site
because it's lockable, fre-
quently visited by the po-
lice and other staff, and
already has parking and
utilities. The only thing
it needs is natural gas,
which Town Manager
Jack Jovan said the town
is already planning to
extend to the DPW build-
ing.

By contrast, building
an access road and oth-
er site work at the South
Street site “would cost
more than what it'd cost
to build this building at
Evergreen,” McClure
said. (The fact that South
Street was on the agenda
drew almost all of the
citizens who came to the
meeting; they departed
as soon as the committee
voted to reject it.)

He described the DPW
site as “a no brainer. It
hate to use the word, but
it really is.” Jovan basi-
cally agreed, saying he
wasn't “married” to any
site, but expected DPW to
be the best one for sever-
al reasons.

Going forward, how-
ever, the project will
need to make sure the
section it builds on lacks
wetlands and isn't PCB
contaminated. Most
of the property's PCBs
have been concentrated
into a large, plastic-cov-
ered mound near the
entrance, and the town
has been awaiting state
and federal finalization
of plans to encapsulate
or remove them. That
process has been ongo-
ing for many years, as
the government repeat-
edly sends Southbridge
requests for more infor-
mation and changes to
its proposed solutions.
Southbridge earmarked
funds for final remedia-

tion years ago.

For the Kkennel, the
primary issue at this
stage is ensuring it
meets state require-
ments for animals, so
it's largely in the hands
of ACO Kaitlyn Jewell
and McClure. Among the
various things they dis-
cussed were the need for
designated exits for quar-
antined animals, Kken-
nel sizes and numbers,
spaces for small animals
separated from dogs, and
using the “sally port”
(the drive-in entrance) as
noise insulation for the
office areas. She specifi-
cally noted that Oxford's
building is the same size,
but needs larger ken-
nels because “dogs are
injuring themselves by
wagging their tails into
walls.”

In response to an au-
dience question, Jewell
said the site can han-
dle most dogs, cats and
smaller animals, but she
has agreements with
nearby farms to house
farm animals, horses and
the like. In emergencies,
the fire department has a
protocol for housing ani-
mals with their humans
at the senior center.

For a while, the com-
mittee threw around
whether to build the ken-
nel with a goal of renting
extra space to other com-
munities. Lazo said he
saw it as “a revolving ac-
count that's helping tax-
payers with money com-
ing in” and noted they
should look into it now
because trying to add to
the building later would
be a problem. Councilor
John Daniel, from the au-
dience, said, “as building
costs continue to esca-
late, it might be wise to
keep it to Southbridge”
and urged “designing it
to 110 percent of what
Southbridge needs” in-
stead.

George Chenier
dubbed the original
plans “the taj mahal of
taj mahals” and “a hotel
for dogs.”

“I wanted a basic ken-
nel that met the rules ...
and gave the ACO a com-
fortable place to work out
of,” he said.

They didn't come to a
decision. Jewell said the
current plan “is just for
Southbridge,” and the
number of animals she
deals with now varies
greatly.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Local students named
to Bryant University
President's List

SMITHFIELD, R.I. — Bryant University is pleased
to recognize the students who have demonstrated an
unwavering commitment to academic excellence and
achievement and have been named to the Fall 2023

President's List.

The President's List is an academic distinction re-
served for Bryant's highest achievers who earn a GPA
of 4.0 for at least 12 semester hours of work.

Aidan Cook of Uxbridge
Ramsha Gul of Uxbridge
About Bryant University

For overl60 years, Bryant University has been at
the forefront of delivering an exceptional education
that anticipates the future and prepares students
to be innovative leaders of character in a changing
world. Bryant delivers an innovative and uniquely
integrated business and liberal arts education that
inspires students to excel. With approximately 3,700
graduate and undergraduate students from 38 states
and 49 countries, Bryant is recognized as a leader
in international education and regularly receives
top rankings from US. News and World Report,
Bloomberg Businessweek, Forbes, and Barron's. Vis-

it www.Bryant.edu.
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Scoring in transition helps Minutemen defeat Lynn Tech

Bay Path then wins

CHARLTON — The Bay Path girls’
varsity basketball team has had a
very busy postseason, first participat-
ing in the Clark Tournament and then
hosting the Massachusetts Vocational
Athletic Directors Association (MVA-
DA) Large Schools Tournament. The
MVADA first sponsored vocational
tournaments in 1996-97. The 14-6 Min-
utemen, the tournament’s top seed,
took on No. 4 Lynn Tech (14-6) on Fri-
day night, Feb. 23.

Back in December, before the first
regular season game, Bay Path head
coach Randy Schulman shared his
team’s goals: Clark Tournament,
Voke Tournament, and State Tourna-
ment, and these goals became reality.
Prior to the game with Lynn, Schul-
man said, “At this point in the season
every team in every tournament is
good and will be a hard-fought bat-
tle. My girls are excited and ready for
the challenges.”

Bay Path came out ready to play, as
they used their full-court press to dis-
rupt Lynn Tech’s game plan. Bay Path
found their transitions from defense
to offense with little effort, putting 20
points on the scoreboard to capture
the first quarter lead, 20-8.

The Minutemen maintained the
lead going in and out of the second
quarter by connecting on quick pass-
es for quick baskets, adding 16 points
this quarter and holding the Tigers to
5. The Minutemen hustled after every
loose ball and at the half Bay Path
was on top, 36-13.

Lynn Tech found the basket
throughout the third quarter, putting
20 points on the scoreboard. But Bay
Path stuck to their game plan, with
smart defense and aggressive drives
to the basket on offense, and they put
up 18 points of their own, as Bay Path
led at the end of the third, 54-33.

After a minute into the fourth
quarter, Lynn Tech had put up 5 quick
points to Bay Path’s 2, Schulman
called a timeout to settle his team.
Bay Path then worked the clock and

Shepherd Hill fights bard

mn
I

WESTBOROUGH — On Tuesday,
Feb. 20 at Westborough High, the
Shepherd Hill girls’ varsity bas-
ketball team faced Medway in the
semifinal round of the 21st Annu-
al Westborough Girls’ Basketball
Tournament Invitational.

Shepherd Hill head coach Maura
Hackenson spoke about the match-
up saying, “Medway is a very suc-
cessful girls’ basketball program.
This year’s team is made up of a
combo of under and upperclass-
men. They have a balanced attack of
guards and forwards.”

Shepherd Hill, the tournament’s
fourth seed, made it to the semifi-
nals by beating No. 5 Westborough,
57-55, on Sunday, Feb. 18. Hackenson
went on to say, “We hope to pick up
where we left off Sunday. With pres-
sure defense and getting offensive
contributions from every single
player that steps on the floor. They
(Medway) play in a tough league
(similar to us) and are ready for
high pressure games.”

Commenting on the Lady Rams,
Hackenson concluded with, “Our
young squad has come together
nicely in a short amount of time and
I am beyond proud of them.”

Shepherd Hill was first on the
scoreboard three minutes into the
game. The Rams played aggressive
defense, gaining possession on de-
fensive rebounds, but offensively
couldn’t work the ball through Med-
way’s strong zone defense. Medway
— the tournament’s top seed, who
defeated No. 8 Saint Paul in the first
round — went on to score 12 unan-
swered points. Coach Hackenson
called a timeout with 3:33 left in the
quarter to calm her players and re-
iterate their game plan. The first
quarter ended with Medway ahead,
12-2.

Medway increased their lead
through the second quarter, 30-11.
The Mustangs were able to break
through the Rams’ press and benefit-
ed from an open player down court.
The Rams were able to find the bas-
ket this quarter, but the mountain of

e, T

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Bay Path’s Anika Ferrantino goes up between
two Lynn Tech defenders.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Allison Welton dribbles toward the basket for
Bay Path.

their offense through the end of the
game. Bay Path took this State Voca-
tional semifinal game, 68-43.
Following the impressive win,
Schulman said, “I thought my girls

State Vocational Championship over BVT

s

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones
Kortnie Adams prepares to take a free throw

for Bay Path.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones
Bay Path’s Hannah Cavan scans the court for
an open teammate.
played great tonight, they played
with energy, moved the ball around
and were in sync together defensive-
ly. We had seen on film that we might
be able to score in transition on them

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Shepherd Hill’s Shayley Szela collects the ball
on defense and heads up the court.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Ashley Dickhaut of Shepherd Hill looks for a
teammate to pass the ball to on an inbounds

play.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Heidi Jarosz lays one up from inside the
paint for Shepherd Hill.

points the Mustangs added made it
a daunting challenge going into the
half for the Rams.

Medway took control of this game
forcing Shepherd Hill to adjust their
style of play. The Mustangs were
not giving the Rams a chance to set-
tle into the game, pushing the ball
quickly up and down the court. The
Mustangs led 43-20 at the end of the
third quarter.

Shepherd Hill worked hard
through the final whistle, but it was
Medway's night, as the Mustangs
moved onto the final with the 51-31
win. Medway then defeated No. 6
Algonquin for the championship on
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 49-36.

Heidi Jarosz put up 12 points and
gathered 15 rebounds for the Rams.
The Hill will next be on the court
participating in the Division 2 State
Tournament. The Rams, seeded
29th, will host No. 36 Somerset Berk-
ley in the Preliminary Round, after
press time.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Bay Path’s Maggie Mullaly puts up a shot
from inside the paint.

and made a conscious effort to do
that. Very proud of how they played
and will now get ready for the Cham-
pionship game.”

The State Vocational Champion-
ship game was held back at Bay Path
on Sunday, Feb. 25 against Colonial
Athletic League rival Blackstone
Valley Tech, the third seed, who pre-
viously defeated No. 2 Southeastern
in a semifinal. The Minutemen were
able to top the Beavers for the title,
54-43. Check back next week to read
about Bay Path’s championship win.

The Minutemen are next headed
into the MIAA’s Division 2 State Tour-
nament, where they are seeded 38th.
Bay Path will take on No. 27 Holliston
after press time. This is Bay Path’s
first year in Division 2, previously
participating in the Division 4 tour-
ney.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Shepherd Hill’s Jaizzy Santiago works around
a defender.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Shepherd Hill’s Kaitlyn Sullivan shoots a free
throw.
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Nick Ethier

James Sciaraffa of Tantasqua looks to drive the ball on
Millbury defender Jimmer Donnelly.

BOYS

continued from page 1

the rebound, and he was fouled.

Although Rapose missed both ensuing free throws,
there was less than two seconds remaining on the
clock. Rapose emphatically blocked Phillipo’s des-
peration three-quarter court heave, and Rapose and
his teammates celebrated with the nearby Tantasqua
fans.

This was the Warriors’ first Clark Tournament
title in their eighth appearance, and defense paved
the way to victory. Millbury scored just 14 second half
points after scoring 14 in both the first and second
quarters.

“Our defense helped us flip the switch, so then we
went on a run and started hitting our shots more. Ev-
eryone forgot about the first half and focused on the
next half,” said Sciaraffa.

“We pride ourselves on it. That’s kind of our bread
and butter,” added Webb, who also got the team going
offensively with a 3-pointer just before halftime be-
fore adding 8 of the Warriors’ 17 third quarter points.

“Istarted off alittle bit cold, but we pride ourselves
on starting and ending halves fast, so we go into half-
time down 11, so we’re just keeping our mental and
chipping away throughout each quarter,” said Webb,

LJULAKR UNIVERSITY 3

Nick Ethier
With enough room to shoot, Tantasqua’s Sophie Webb launch-
es a deep 3-pointer.

GIRLS

continued from page 1

Gabby Scanlon said of the boys’ team edging past
the Woolies, 44-42. “We wanted to bring the other ti-
tle home. They were here supporting us. We all sup-
port each other.”

And Tantasqua, the tournament’s top seed, was
able to bring the girls’ title home, as they beat No. 2
Northbridge at the Kneller Center, 40-29. The War-
riors and Rams had split a pair of regular season
contests heading into the Clark final.

Tantasqua’s defense was able to hold North-
bridge into single-digit point totals in three of four
quarters, and the Rams tallied just 11 points in the

o] Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Nick Ethier

Tantasqua’s Elijah Webb uses the entire length of his 6-foot-8
frame to defend Millbury’s Anthony Phillipo.

who finished with 15 points.

Dion pointed out that Rapose was responsible for
guarding Donnelly, Millbury’s explosive scorer. Don-
nelly finished with 14 points, but only three of those
came in the second half on a third quarter 3-pointer.

“Jack Rapose is just a gamer. He was guarding
Kenny. We’ve played them twice already and Kenny
has gotten into the 20s in both games. Today, Jack
took it upon himself to make sure that one, he could
take away his 3-point shot, and then he gave him fits
when he tried to put the ball on the floor,” explained
Dion.

For Dion, winning a Clark Championship was a
dream come true.

“I was at Prouty for 11 years. I took the Tantasqua
job, and I thought that dream of winning a Clark
was done because Tantasqua wasn’t a Clark eligible
school at the time. Now we’re a Clark eligible school,
so this is quite a surprise and quite a treat for me per-
sonally,” said Dion. “Growing up in Spencer and see-
ing the history that Prouty had and then we got there
a few times when I was the coach, and we could never
get past the semifinals.”

The Warriors (14-7) will now turn their attention
to the Division 3 State Tournament. Tantasqua, the
No. 9 seed, will host No. 24 Dennis-Yarmouth in the

Nick Ethier

Maya Gidopoulos of Tantasqua eyes the hoop before taking
and making a 3-pointer, drawing a foul, and connecting on the
free throw for a rare 4-point play.

entire second half.

“This team, we sometimes go in droughts, but
one thing that we always do is play good D. If you
can play good D long enough to go on a little bit of
a run here and there, and stay the course and not
get down, eventually we’ll go on a little (scoring)
spurt,” said Haley. “But it really stems from staying
the course on defense.”

The Warriors found their points in the afore-
mentioned spurts, with Scanlon’s spurt coming in
the fourth quarter. Scanlon scored 10 points, with 7
coming in the final frame.

“In the fourth quarter, we knew we needed to get
up,” said Scanlon, as Tantasqua held a slim lead of
27-22 with eight minutes to play. “I see the openings
and I just take them. It started opening up more
in the fourth. In the beginning it was hard to find
lanes to drive. When I see a lane, it’s nice to be able
to drive and get the foul call or get the make.”

All of Scanlon’s fourth quarter points came
on drives, as she made two layups and three free
throws.

“She knew,” Haley said of Scanlon taking charge
late. “She’s done that a bunch of times this year. She
kind of knows she’s the leader on the floor.”

In addition to Scanlon’s contributions, start-
ers Maya Gidopoulos (11 points) and Sophie Webb
(10 points) also reached the double-digit scoring
plateau. And Sophie Ezzo came off the bench and
scored 7 very important points.

“She is a very tough kid. She doesn’t get a ton of
minutes, but when she’s out there she plays hard,”
Haley said of Ezzo. “I thought tonight she gave us a
real spark. For her to be able to come off the bench
and be ready to go, it was so helpful.”

Northbridge head coach Jeff Kozik thought that
the Warriors getting points from so many sources
was a key to their victory.

“They got a lot of contribution from a lot of dif-
ferent people. They spread it around and they had
some players hit some big shots at some big mo-
ments. So, credit to them to be able to step up,” said
Kozik.

For the Rams’ points, the vast majority came
from Molly Gahan. She finished with a game-high
21 points.

Nick Ethier

Adam Howe of Tantasqua looks to make a pass outside as
two Millbury defenders converge.

Nick Ethier

Tantasqua’s Jack Rapose scans the interior of the court, look-
ing to make a pass.

Round of 32. That game will be played Friday, March
1 at 6:45 p.m.

Nick Ethier

antasqua’s Nicki Vejack bounces a pass past Northbridge
defender Rachel Sawyer and into the interior.

Nick Ethier

Gabby Scanlon of Tantasqua draws the foul on a layup
attempt.

“She’s going to get hers. She’s just so physical,”
Haley said of Gahan. “If she catches the ball in the
red area it’s over, and you kind of know that. If you
can keep her from getting the ball, you’re in better
shape.”

Haley credited Nicki Vejack and Webb — who
watched her brother, Elijah, win for the boys’ team
a day prior — with guarding Gahan, as the oth-
er Northbridge (15-6) players combined for just 8
points.

Tantasqua improved to 17-4 with the win.

“It’s such a good atmosphere and experience for
the girls. Plus, it’s a little boost as we go into the
postseason, too,” Haley said, citing the upcoming
Division 3 State Tournament.

The Warriors received the No. 13 seed in that
tourney and will host No. 20 Dennis-Yarmouth (16-
5) in the Round of 32 on Friday, March 1 at 5 p.m.
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc. Pur-
suant to the provisions of G.L. c. 255,
Section 39A. that on or after MARCH
9,2024 at Cruise Control Transportation
Inc. the following motor vehicle/s will
be sold at private sale to satisfy our ga-
rage keeper’s lien thereon for storage,
towing charges, care and expenses of
notices and sale of said vehicle
2007 TOYOTA CAMRY
VIN: 4T1BK46K67U011649
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Aquiles P Dossantos,
19 SOUTH ST
MARLBOROUGH MA 01752
2004 GMC ENVOY
Vin: 1GKET16SX46100383
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Nicole M Fullen
99 WAYLAND ST,APT 2
DORCHESTER MA 02125
2007 SCIONTC
VIN: JTKDE177570152385
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Donald B Harmon,
20 SPRUCE ST
KINGSTON MA 02364
2022 Mercedes-Benz A-Class (Gray
VIN: W1K3G4FBXNJ373174
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:

Marsha Stein
1235 VFW PKWY,APT 408
WEST ROXBURY, MA 02132
2007 PONTIAC TORRENT
VIN :2CKDL63F076028046
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Williams Antonio Ynoa-Garcia
122 North 4th St, Apt 2
Allentown PA 01802
2008 CHEVROLET TAHOE
VIN:1GNFK13028J191598
LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
George Abernathy
8 YOUNG ST
NEW HAVEN CT 06511
2012 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
VIN: 1C4RJFBT4CC250150
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER:
Ribeiro Daniela Rodrigues,
16 W BOWERS ST
LOWELL MA 01854
2004 ACURA TSX
VIN: JH4CL96984C043826
Josefina M Rodriguez
17 MAIN ST
SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550
2017 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN:1N4AL3AP4HC145907
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER:
Frey Luis Mota-Campusano
70 North 6th St
Patterson NJ 07522
2012 Chevrolet Sonic
VIN:1G1JCB6SHI9C4173409
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER:
Farra Joan Carmichael
115 DANIELS RD,
Charlton MA 01507
2014 FORD ESCAPE
VIN:1FMCU9GX9EUC72096
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER:
Breno Luiz Torres Mendes
17 KENDALL ST
WORCESTER MA 01601
1996 HONDA ACCORD
VIN:1HGCD5638TA299866
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER:
Daniel Satterwhite Jr
509 Burnside Ave
East Hartford CT 06108
2008 AUDI A4
VIN: WAUDF78E48A023728
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER:
Mason W Sales
186 MASSASOIT RD, APT 1,
WORCESTER, MA 01604
FEBRUARY 23,2024
MARCH 1, 2024
MARCH 8, 2024

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket 24 SM 000608

ORDER OF NOTICE

To:

Ben Wright; Heather Wright

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
U.S. Bank National Association, not in
its individual capacity but solely in its
capacity as Indenture Trustee of CIM
Trust 2021-NR1,

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Sturbridge, numbered 8 Simpson
Street, given by Ben Wright and
Heather Wright to  Champion
Mortgage, a Division of Keybank
National Association, dated November
25, 2005, and recorded in Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 37952, Page 128, and
now held by plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before March
25, 2024, or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of this Court on February 12,
2024,

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

20-006878

February 29, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on February 28, 2024,
at 7PM on the application of Kendall
Homes, Inc.
The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the proposed installation of a sewage
disposal system, house, and well for a
new home. A small portion of breakout
fill is within the 100-foot buffer zone, no
work is proposed in the 50-foot buffer
zone. The project location is: Lot 54
Jennings Road, Charlton, MA 01507.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be con-
ductedin person and viaremote means.
Members of the public who wish to
participate can access the meeting
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/892989803437p-
wd=VjIMZGIhUGRnYzRkR1c2eT-
JTL3IWZz09
Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton
Commission
February 22, 2024

Conservation

CHARLTON CONSERVATION

COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on March 13, 2024,
at 7PM on the application of Paul
Gauthier.

The applicanthas submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the proposed replacement of a septic
system in the side yard area (same
approximate area of existing septic
system). The resource area is greater
than 50 feet from the work area. The
project location is: 308 Partridge Hill
Road, Charlton, MA 01507.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be con-
ductedin person and viaremote means.
Members of the public who wish to
participate can access the meeting
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode
458971 or using the link below https:/
us02web.zoom.us/j/892989803437p-
wd=VjIMZGlhUGRnYzRkR1c2eT-
JTL3IWZZz09

Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton
Commission
February 29, 2024

Conservation

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Board of Selectmen
Public Hearing
National Grid has made a petition to
the Sturbridge Board of Selectmen to
install 5 SO Poles on Podunk Road
beginning at a point approximately 60’
feet north of the centerline of the inter-
section of Putnam Rd and Podunk Rd
and continuing approximately 1,000
feet in a southwest direction.
National Grid also requests permission
to lay and maintain underground lat-
erals, cables, and wires in the above
or intersecting public ways. The pole
hearing will take place on Monday,
March 18, 2024 at 6:35 p.m. at
the Sturbridge Town Hall, 2nd floor,
Veteran’s Memorial Hall located at 308
Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566.
February 29, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on March 13, 2024, at
7PM on the application of Tom Corbett.

The applicant has filed for a Notice of
Intent for the proposed construction
of a battery energy storage system,
access drive, transformers, inverters,
meter, underground electric and
appurtenances, within the buffer zone
and existing disturbed areas. The
project location is: 288 Southbridge
Road, Charlton, MA 01507.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be con-
ductedin person and viaremote means.
Members of the public who wish to
participate can access the meeting
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode
458971 or using the link below_https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89298980343?p-
wd=VjIMZGIhUGRnYzRkR1c2eT-
JTL3IWZz09

Copies of the NOI may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton
Commission
February 29, 2024

Conservation

Town of Sturbridge
Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Hearing Notice Special
Permit
Tsantinis, LLC
In accordance with the provisions
of M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Zoning
Board of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Wednesday, March 20,
2024 at 6:35 PM at the Center Office
Building located at 301 Main Street,
Sturbridge, MA 01566 and/or by virtu-
al means if circumstances warrant, in
accordance with applicable law; on the
application of Tsantinis, LLC.
The applicant is requesting a Special
Permit pursuant to Article XVIII §300-
18.2 (2) and Article XI §300-15.2 of the
Zoning Bylaw to change the use of the
existing non-conforming structure and
lot to a mixed-use retail and residential
use and to continue use of the pre-ex-
isting non-conforming parking lot. The
existing residential unit upstairs will
remain and the unit downstairs will be
converted into a small retail shop con-
taining 873 square feet. In accordance
with the plans and application submit-
ted, the only exterior changes will be
the construction of a handicap ramp,
new signage, and the relocation of the
existing wooden planters to accom-
modate the full length of the parking
spaces on site. No new pavement or
grading is required or proposed. The
existing parking lot contains five (5)
pre-existing parking spaces and the
applicant has a shared parking agree-
ment with 428 Main Street for three
(3) spaces for a total of eight spaces
where 6 are required. The property is
located at 5 Snell Street.
The proposed request can be viewed
at https://www.sturbridge.gov/zon-
ing-board-appeals/pages/recent-filings
or arrangements can be made to view
the application packet by contacting
the Sturbridge Planning Department at
(508)347-2508 or by email at jlacy@
sturbridge.gov.
Any person interested or wishing to be
heard on this proposal should appear
at the time and place designated.
Members of the public may watch
the meeting online via the Town’s
on demand video broadcast or via
cable television on Channel 191. It is
the intent to have this Public Hearing
in person. However, if circumstances
warrant, the Board may choose to
hold this Hearing via virtual or hybrid
(in person and virtual) means. In the
event of a virtual or hybrid meeting,
notice and a link shall be posted on
the ZBA website. Please note that the
meeting/hearing will not be suspended
or terminated if technological problems
interrupt the virtual broadcast, unless
otherwise required by law.
Diane Trapasso, Chair
Sturbridge Zoning Board of Appeals
February 29, 2024
March 7, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage
given by Scott R. Leduc to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Mackinac Savings
Bank, FSB, dated July 13, 2010 and
recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 46054, Page 185, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment from:

Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. to Bank of America, N.A.,,
successor by merger to BAC Home
Loans Servicing LP, FKA Countrywide
Home Loans Servicing LP, recorded
on June 28, 2012, in Book No. 49198,

at Page 363

Bank of America, N.A., successor by
merger to BAC Home Loans Servicing
LP, FKA Countrywide Home Loans
Servicing LP to Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development, recorded
on December 22, 2016, in Book No.
56507, at Page 264

Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development to Bayview Loan
Servicing, LLC, recorded on December
22, 2016, in Book No. 56507, at Page
267

Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC to
Bayview Dispositions IVB, LLC, record-
ed on February 19, 2020, in Book No.
61910, at Page 365

Bayview Dispositions VB, LLC to J.P.
Morgan Mortgage Acquisition Corp.,
recorded on February 19, 2020, in
Book No. 61910, at Page 368

J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition
Corp. to U.S. Bank Trust National
Association, not in its individual capac-
ity but solely as owner Trustee for
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust, recorded on
October 22, 2021, in Book No. 66355,
at Page 241

for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 3:00 PM on March 25, 2024,
on the mortgaged premises located
at 153 New Boston Road, Sturbridge,
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage,

TO WIT:
The land in Sturbridge, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, situated

on the northeasterly corner of New
Boston Road and Field Drive, being
Lot #120 on Plan of Glen Ridge by
R.O. and G.G. Dingman, Engrs.,
dated November 19, 1949, filed with
Worcester District Registry of Deeds,
Plan Book 164 Plan 3, bounded and
described as follows:

NORTHERLY by lot 121 on said plan,
174.36 feet;

EASTERLY by New Boston Road,
90.19 feet;

SOUTHERLY by Field Drive 180 feet;
and

WESTERLY by lot 119 on said plan,
90 feet.

For mortgagor’s(s’) title see
deed recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 24876, Page 160.

These premises will be sold
and conveyed subject to and with
the benefit of all rights, rights of way,
restrictions, easements, covenants,
liens or claims in the nature of liens,
improvements, public assessments,
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax
liens, water and sewer liens and any
other municipal assessments or liens
or existing encumbrances of record
which are in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over said mort-
gage, whether or not reference to
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made
in the deed.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of Five Thousand
($5,000.00) Dollars by certified or bank
check will be required to be paid by
the purchaser at the time and place
of sale. The balance is to be paid
by certified or bank check at Harmon
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St.,
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the
date of sale. Deed will be provided to
purchaser for recording upon receipt in
full of the purchase price. The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said
mortgage shall control in the event of
an error in this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be
announced at the sale.

U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2
ACQUISITION TRUST

Present holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.

150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458

(617)558-0500

25069

February 29, 2023

March 7, 2024

March 14, 2024

For Legal
Advertising
Information

Call
508-909-4127
email:
legals@
stonebridge
press.news
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO23P3581EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:
Doris P Gendreau
Date of Death: 08/12/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Jacqueline L. Carroll
of Brookline MA
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Jacqueline L. Carroll
of Brookline MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration .
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
03/12/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the

Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: February 09, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

February 29, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on March 13, 2024,
at 7PM on the application of Edward
Wahib.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of
Intent for the proposed construction of
a gas station and convenience store.
The project location is: 16 Sturbridge
Road Charlton, MA 01507.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the meet-
ing remotely, via Zoom Conferencing
by calling 1-646 558 8656 and using
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode
458971 or using the link below https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/892 437?p-
wd=VjIMZGIhUGRnYzRkR1c2eT-
JTL3IWZz09
Copies of the NOI may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
February 29, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO24P0547EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:
Gail L. Saradarian
Date of Death: 08/30/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication
of Intestacy and Appointment of
Personal Representative has been
filed by Anthony Abdella of Colorado
Springs CO
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:

Patrick M. McAvoy of Melrose MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
03/26/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the

Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: February 21, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

February 29, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO23P3585EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:
Bertrand J Gendreau
Date of Death: 08/12/21
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Jacqueline L. Carroll
of Brookline MA
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Jacqueline L. Carroll
of Brookline MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration .
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
03/12/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the

Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: February 09, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

February 29, 2024

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
STURBRIDGE PLANNING BOARD
PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENTS

In accordance with the provisions

of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 5, the
Sturbridge Planning Board will hold

a Public Hearing in the second floor
meeting room at the Center Office
Building — 301 Main Street, Sturbridge
on Tuesday, March 12, 2024 at 6:50
PM to consider amendments to the
Town’s Zoning Bylaw.

The proposed amendments will clean
up inconsistent terms, typographical
errors, missing text and improper
footnotes that were noticed after
using the bylaw as revised during the

Codification Project in 2021. Simple
language amendments will be made
to Article XI — Accessory Dwelling
Units, §300-11.4 Accessory dwelling
unit standards, Article XIV — Intensity
Regulations, §300-14.1 A to correct
typographical errors and missing text.
Article X1V — Intensity Regulations
§300-14.2 Table of Standards will be
amended by cleaning up the num-
bering of the footnotes, and §300-2.2
Terms Defined, §300-15.8 Trailer
coaches, and §300-3.4 Floodplain
District G. G will be amended to clean
up inconsistent terms (manufactured
home, trailer coach, trailer coach park,
campground, dwelling and manufac-
tured housing community).

A copy of the zoning bylaw proposal
can be inspected on the Sturbridge
Town Website at https://www.stur-
bridge.gov/planning-board/webforms/
proposed-zoning-bylaw-amendments
or arrangements can be made to view
the zoning bylaw proposal by contact-
ing the Sturbridge Planning Depatrt-
ment at (508) 347-2508 or by email at
jlacy @sturbridge.gov.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of
2021, this meeting will be conducted
in person and may be conducted via
remote means if circumstance war-
rant, in accordance with applicable
law. This means that members of the
public body as well as members of
the public may access this meeting in
person, or via virtual means.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/472675877

Every effort will be made to ensure
that the public can adequately ac-
cess the proceedings in real time, via
technological means. In the event
that we are unable to do so, despite
best efforts, we will post of the Town’s
website an audio or video recording,
transcript, or other comprehensive
record of the proceedings as soon as
possible after the meeting.

Charles Blanchard

Chairperson

February 22, 2024

February 29, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO24P0422EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:
Stanely J Czyzewski, Jr.
Date of Death: 12/19/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Linda J Czyzewski of Southbridge
MA
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Linda J Czyzewski of Southbridge
MA

be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of
03/12/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the

Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: February 09, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,

Register of Probate

February 29, 2024

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Board of Selectmen
Public Hearing
National Grid has made a petition to
the Sturbridge Board of Selectmen
to install 8 JO Poles on Podunk Rd

beginning at a point approximately 900’
feet northeast of the centerline of the
intersection of Putnam Rd & Highway
49 and continuing approximately 5700’
feet in a north direction.

National Grid also requests permission
to lay and maintain underground lat-
erals, cables, and wires in the above
or intersecting public ways. The pole
hearing will take place on Monday,
March 18, 2024 at 6:40 p.m. at
the Sturbridge Town Hall, 2nd floor,
Veteran’s Memorial Hall located at 308
Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566.
February 29, 2024

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Board of Selectmen
Public Hearing
National Grid has made a petition to
the Sturbridge Board of Selectmen to
install 3JO Poles on Podunk Rd begin-
ning at a point approximately 120’ feet
southwest of the centerline of the inter-
section of Putnam Rd and Podunk Rd
and continuing approximately 280’ feet
in a southwest direction.
National Grid also requests permission
to lay and maintain underground lat-
erals, cables, and wires in the above
or intersecting public ways. The pole
hearing will take place on Monday,
March 18, 2024 at 6:40 p.m. at
the Sturbridge Town Hall, 2nd floor,
Veteran’s Memorial Hall located at 308
Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566.
February 29, 2024

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Board of Selectmen
Public Hearing

National Grid has made a petition to
the Sturbridge Board of Selectmen to
install 2 JO Poles on Charlton Road
beginning at a point approximately 230’
feet southwest of the centerline of the
intersection of Picker Rd and Charlton
Rd and continuing approximately 147’
feet in a southwest direction. National
Grid also requests permissionto lay and
maintain underground laterals, cables,
and wires in the above or intersecting
public ways. The pole hearing will take
place on Monday, March 18, 2024
at 6:35 p.m. at the Sturbridge Town
Hall, 2nd floor, Veteran’s Memorial Hall
located at 308 Main Street, Sturbridge,
MA 01566.

February 29, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO23P3104PM
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION EXPAND THE POWERS
OF A CONSERVATOR
In the interests of:
Susan Reilly
of Southbridge MA
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/Protected Per-
son
To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been
filed by
Carol A Childress of Sturbridge, MA
Melissa A Labelle of Holland, MA
in the above captioned matter request-
ing that the court:
Expand the powers of a Conservator of
the Respondent
The petition asks the court to determine
that the powers of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be expanded,
modified, or limited since the time of
appointment.
The original petition is on file with the
court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
03/12/2024.
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you object to
the petition. If you fail to file the written
appearance by the return date, action
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing
the written appearance, you or your at-
torney must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds of
your objection within 30 days after the
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right to
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer, one
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 12, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
February 29, 2023
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FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

T

7mm%ew1wwfgj<

WEBSTER - 26 NORMANDY AVE:
First Time Offered!1960 era One Level,
Spacious 3 BR Ranch Home on a large,

We Want ——— A oSSR near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport
- - ' (or Large Covered Patio as needed :-). Munlmpal water & sewer. Hardwood floors in the Living
Your Listings! Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel. $322,000
June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il

THOMPSON - 47 FABYAN-WOODSTOCK RD %’ - WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE. ( 7 WEBSTER 17 BRODEUR AVENUE

hope2o0wn.com
508.943.4333

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

__/—\ N,

(D OPEN HOUSE eatuned New Listing (T BEING ~ BUILT!
T SAT&SUN 11701 ¢ 3< £ 7 N 8 oNE LV
o - o el RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2

s \ acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room,

- N o e 22 upscaled kitchen with 8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful

I !Jiﬁ;i o _ Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed. $615,000

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

. . TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS ONE! This property offers a whole
A Umque Oppor‘[unlty to Own a Rural Farm- lot more than meets the eye! 2 Family that served the same family

'ON DEPOSIT
house on 2.52 Acres! Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-,  for over 65 Years. 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 1st fir. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd = T T .
o A flr. Offers a shared front entry porch & a separate finished side _ level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is in full entry porch for the 1st floor apt only. A rear open porch provides - == rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274
operation with Goats, Sheep, Pony, Donkey, aprivate space & scenic views for the 2nd floor. It's situated onan ~ Sa/ft of ||V|ng space! Gleaming hardwood floors can be found
Duck, Chickens, soo much More! ~ $450,000 ¢ plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land on the corner of Eastern Ave. and ~ throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile

; , ; ; floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full
Pine St. 480" on Pine St. which has DEVELOPMENT PO$T§SIJ\IJ lﬁlli[l bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This
Half Duplex home features one

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Webster Lake 0.1
s, T | Ypun Lake

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement
block garage is located on the property.. Land area C T
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable il
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town |
Water & Sewer available $195,000

L Herne!

DUDLEY WATERFRONT

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
B s Marla Reed 508 873- 9254

35 Lawrence Rd, Dudley, MA

Jenna Gouin, Chent Coordinator OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 3/3 zpm - 4pm
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
SOUTHBRIDGE DUDLEY - DUDLEY -
Oversized Cape One Level Livi _ Legal In- Law Unit

*Great Yard * Sided *3 Season Porch * Formal Din‘ing }{oom
*Newly Carpeted * Totally Updated Main Level
*New Septic System Lowerl. w11t121 é‘agndrY Full bath
*Home for Heroes Reward if you Qualify ower Level 2 bedroom, Full bat

*Town Services *Above Ground Pool
*20’x20’ Living Room
* 1.5 Baths * Garage

*Available Immediately *Quality throughout * Fantastic yard it 4 - i ‘ -
34 Ridge Road $369,900 316 Dresser Road $425,000 129 Oxford Ave $445,000 100 feet of flat waterfront on dead end street. 6 room Cape with 3-4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.
CHARLTON- WEBSTER- 3 UNITS Thinkine About a Move? New siding, new energy efficient windows, completely new kitchen with granite counter-
Land! Land' Land' 2 (2) bedrooms with 1- efficency unit g ) tops, new stove, refrigerator and dishwasher. New bathrooms with new plumbing. Skip
: ; Buying or Selling the Cape and enjoy four season of waterfront activities like swimming, boating, fishing,
. skating, etc. Vacant and ready for spring occupancy. $525,000
there are opportunites Call Conrad at Re/Max, Professional Associates 508-400-0438.
available -
1 RE/MAX 7
Development opportunity for | Potential for Additional living Real Estate Class C d Al RE/MAX Professional Associates
40 Houses area on 4th Floor Call Jo-Ann onra en 49 Main S
Call Jo-Ann for details Call Jo-Ann for details | 508.400.0438 viain treet
Freeman Road 17 Granite St $345,000 508-943-7669 il callen1995@aol.com Sturbridge, MA 01540
Maureen Cimoch “I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
Real Estate Consultant PROBLEMS”

Cell 508-769-9211 ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell - any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@ao| com

" MEET YOUR I.OCAI. REAI. ESTATE PROFESSIONAI.S
ake Realty

RE R R R IR e vl Porfectfor Reators, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attomeys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors

e vociahrmmcoman il I o1 Removal busiesses, nurance Compane, ... any business ivoed n e buying o selingof el et RE/MAX i

e L LS I To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, T74-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepressnews LY Gt T,
maureencimoch@gmail.com

H 50 Years in the
REAL ESTATE REDEFINED | | Sandi Grzyb eoni Extate .
LAER Realty Partners Business! lme ERA Key Realty %
A 1 look forward to serving “Put 39 years of combined g1
remax RE/MAX youtin all of your real estate for a : real estate experience Bty
honina Flanne ealtor® " anne uvageau
PROFESSIONAL « BN ey Restor - Howorkforyoutl e Famery Saeg
ASSOCIATES « Selling ch an e‘) Ce—— EE O .
49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA * Investing H YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991
. . NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh Contact Info: = 4+, Mary Vlgllatlll'a Stolarczyh SERVICE
Realtor Realtor |1 774;;,3;3}3330&5@0:3&:,960 ok i A ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
License #9529769 License #904677 . grzy . //'-"" ""-\\ 508.612.1382 ‘ SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME .
774) 4523578 508) 6410150 e ona ( ‘emax RE/MAX ) ERA HALL OF FAME
7 (508) 255 Park Avenue, Suite 704, vison. ) ~MESRealty.com

Licensed in MA and CT Worcester, MA 01609 Y/ Mary@WillSellit.com 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

For _DUDLEY- SZYMCZAK SELLS
MLS Aucoin Advertls[ng Tk ,
Ryan Information
Realty Call S _ 3
vour I\;gé%r’rtg(;rhood 774-200-7308 : . 145 Baker Pond Rd $380 000 4 Camelot Circle $550 000
: il -Ann S
201 South Street Michelle email: el FREE Real Estate Classes in February
Southbridge, MA 01550 Alicea-Splaine mikaela@ 508-943-7669 : Call for a Reservation
508-765-9155 Salespel:'son ae a 774-230-5044 ff@ ReMax Vision a
- i Cell 774.318.0862 Stoneb"dge Maria Reed 508-873-9254 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604 s
www.AucolnHyanHealty.com masplainc@gmailcom|  PF@SS.NEWS | CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE
— Richard Paradise
drove about 100 people up
the wall last Thursday -
in a good way.

He was talking to the
Historical Society about
stone walls at the Publick
House.

“No one ever built a
stone wall in the middle
of the woods,” he noted.
“It was always a field.”

Of course, as many
people know, a lot of New
England's stone walls are
now deep in the forest.
When they were built,
mostly between 1810
and 1840, the region was
about 70 percent open
fields for farming and
grazing. But after the
Civil War, many New En-
gland farmers who had
served in the army decid-
ed it'd be a lot easier to
farm elsewhere, leaving
their walls behind; it has
since reverted to 75 per-
cent forest.

Those walls come in
many forms, some based
on function, some on the
stones themselves. Par-
adise noted the farmers
had two basic kinds of
stone to work with — the
native flat granite and the
rounded stones deposited
by the glaciers. After col-
onists cleared the trees,
they found stones liter-
ally rising out of the soil
—some thought they were
coming from the devil, he
said.

Of course, there's a
scientific reason for that
phenomenon. The pres-
ence of a large stone
causes the soil under it
to freeze before the soil
along its sides does, so
the expansion of the wa-
ter pushs the stone up
about an inch annually.

Since those glaciers
dropped a lot of rocks

PICKLEBALL

continued from page 1

21. Doherty said plans
are in motion to revital-
ize a court at Charlton
Middle School to make
it suitable for pickleball,
which utilizes a much
smaller court than ten-
nis or similar sports.
“We're working on
it. We’re really excited.
We’re taking bids right
now and hopefully you’ll
see something in the

Town-to-Town

around here, farmers
had to do something with
them. So they built walls,
as much to get them out
of the way as to contain
animals and protect
Crops.

Paradise said they de-

fined four categories of

rocks: “one-handers, two-
handers, assisted stones”
—the ones that take extra
help to move —and “leave-
its” that are too big to
move at all. Combined,
they became the rough-
ly 250,000 miles of walls
that wandered through
New England by about
1850. Many still exist, but
some have disintegrated
over time due to action of
both nature and theft.

Despite such impacts,
Bob Briere noted even
forest-hidden walls are
still very visible from the
air by LIDAR, for which
the Mass GIS website of-
fers maps.

Most such walls are
“dry-laid,” meaning they
have no mortar; building
one requires “enormous
skill” and “a very strong
back.” While most are
only a couple feet high
and would have had fenc-
es atop them, a few are
much taller. Sometimes
they exist to be animal
pounds; the one at Old
Sturbridge Village, for
example, “was used to
capture the animals that
escaped all the other
walls.”

Some are specifically
designed to keep sheep
in or out. They're called
lace walls, as one audi-
ence member noted, be-
cause “they're so loosely
constructed you could
see daylight through
them.” Because they con-
tain rocks that are tilt-
ed specifically to move
when touched, they dis-
couraged the sheep from
crossing them.

spring or summer take
place over there,” said
Doherty.

The Finance Commit-
tee joked that they were
surprised there was no
formal proposal in the
recreation budget to
embrace pickleball on a
larger scale considering
the rapid growth of the
sport. The committee
later noted that a pro-
posal for a new senior
center included pickle-
ball courts which they

Gus Steeves

A stone wall comprising
the border of Opacum Land
Trust's Morse property on
Lebanon Hill, Southbridge.

Many of those sheep
were a legacy of the Na-
poleonic Wars. In 1808,
Napoleon invaded Spain
and captured Merino
sheep, which he sold to
finance his campaign.
The US ambassador to
Portugal at the time had

a large farm in Vermont,
so he imported about
4000 of them. Over the
next several decades,
more than 1 million
Merinos were raised in
Vermont, 600,000 in New
Hampshire, four million
in Connecticut and some
unknown number in
Massachusetts. The mar-
ket, however, collapsed in
the 1840s for various rea-
sons, including the fact
“Merinos don't do well
in New England winters.
Even though they have
that wonderful wool,
they don't do well in the
cold,” Paradise said. (Me-
rinos are actually native
to North Africa, having
been imported to Spain
by the Arabs nearly a
millennium earlier.)
Others, however, are

entirely decorative, to
show off their owners'
wealth. One audience
member cited one near
Mt. Wachusett he said
was about 10 feet high
and thick, but didn't
go anywhere. Paradise
called that kind a “dress
wall,” noting “somebody
got paid alot to do it.”

Although there were
a few professional wall
masons, the majority of
them were part-time ef-
forts, usually built for a
few days in early spring
before planting and in
late autumn before first
frost. “Over generations,
you get a lot of stone
walls [that way],” he not-
ed.

Paradise said one
researcher calculated
that a 50 mile radius

of the tri-state marker
at the Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Rhode
Island corner contains
more stone walls than
anywhere else in the US.
Almost all of them are in
New England for a basic
geological reason: “they
stop about where the
Hudson River is because
the stone's too soft [be-
yond that], and the gla-
cier ground them down
to nothing,” he added.

The oldest stone wall
is just west of Portland,
Maine, where “a failed
version of Plimoth Plan-
tation” was attempted
around 1607. The colo-
nists soon found they
couldn't farm it, he said.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Sturbridge Historical Society talks walls

STURBRIDGE

continued from page 4

based on how much use
they get, condition and
other factors.

Blakeley said this
winter's rapid freeze-
thaw cycles without sus-
tained cold has been a
problem for the roads, es-
pecially dirt and gravel
ones. They haven't been
able to do much pothole

filling on such surfaces
and cannot legally grade
them, because doing so
“will make it worse”
when muddy or icy with-
out good drainage.
Despite that, though,
she urged citizen to call
DPW with potholes and
other issues - “Don't
assume we have eyes
everywhere.” She said
the department is fill-
ing them when they can,
now with cold patch and

with hot patch when it's

warm enough.
Additionally, Water
Superintendent Shane

Moody said his depart-
ment's being required
by state and federal
agencies to survey Stur-
bridge for lead pipes. He
said that will require
homeowners to either
take photos of their
lines themselves or give
staff permission to en-
ter their properties to do

S0.

“I've never seen one in
the 18 years I've worked
here,” and his predeces-
sor had not either, but
he's not 100-percent cer-
tain lead pipes don't ex-
ist in town, Moody said.
Everything he's seen is
copper or plastic.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

SCOUTS

continued from page 2

saying, “Through Scouts, I have
learned confidence and how to
work as a team. In my troop there
have been challenges, such as
teaching knots. These have helped

wise,” added Peyton, Troop 163’s
most recent Eagle Scout.

trol Leader.

to shape me into someone who can

work with anything thrown my

”

way.

“Scouting has opened up many

more!

opportunities and activities that

I would have never done other-

believe could be satisfied
by the refurbishment of
the court at the school.
Doherty said they do
have some funding set
aside for the project and
are hoping the facility
will be heavily used by
students and citizens
alike.

“We have partial
funding of it, but it’s
going to be costly to ac-
tually re-do the courts.
It’s the two tennis courts
that are over there and

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS
174-200-7308

Place your ad'todg

then the schools can also
use them in their gym
programs. It’ll be open to
the public when school
is out and on school va-
cations. The public has
been asking for some
pickleball areas and
there’s just not any land
to do it so we’re excited,”
said Doherty.

The Recreation De-
partment is continuing
to seek ways to fully fund
the project. Talks with
the Town Administrator

“Joining the troop has helped
me and the other members of the
troop become better leaders,” said
Ali, current Assistant Senior Pa-

We wish to congratulate Troop
163 on their first five years as a
troop, and wish them many, many

Troop 163 meets most Sunday

nights from 4-6 p.m., and is open
to any female age 11-17. A few of

their upcoming events include a

21-plus Dinner and Music event on
March 22 from 6-10 p.m., a Waffle
Dinner on April 18th from 6-8 pm,
their next can drive is June 2 from

noon-3:30 p.m. If you’d like more
information on the troop, their

fundraisers, or on how to join, con-
tact Chrissy, their Scoutmaster, at
ChrissyCSM163@gmail.com

or

head over to their Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/troop-

have included the possi-
bility of utilizing mon-
ey from Amazon’s con-
tribution to the town to
support the renovations.
A local Eagle Scout has
also embraced the oppor-
tunity to help raise funds
to support the repairs as
well as potentially add
benches and landscaping
near the court. While the
possibility of exploring
indoor pickleball courts
was briefly mentioned,
Doherty implied they

163sturbridge.

are not considering that
option at this time.
There is no set time-
line for the pickleball
court renovation nor
were exact financial
goals presented as the
bid process was still on-
going. Any questions re-
garding supporting the
cause should be directed
to Charlton's Recreation
Department or Town Ad-
ministrator’s office.

WAR RELICS & FOSTER
WAR SOUVENIERS PARENTS
WANTED: WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,

Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central

Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

MA To

Rags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

HELP WANTED
INDUSTRIAL PAINTER

opening available in Oxford, Ma.
Duties include priming and
painting of machine parts ~
and structural steel.

ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181

Looking forward to another busy season!
Now hiring full time laborer
Must have valid drivers license
Looking for hard working reliable individual
Duties include but are not limited to light raking/shoveling
40 hours/week, some Saturdays

Contact for more details
\ Cell: 774-261-5181 e Office: 508-347-7499

riveWa
VS Parki,
s Lots arking
al Coat,
in
Free Estimaqe

HELP WANTED

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL
SAND BLASTER

opening available in Oxford, Ma.
Duties include high pressure manual

|| B | ez v
s | | Devereux 508-987-3042

T

e | EOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
( CALL 774-200-7308

blasting of steel shot, grit and garnet.
Experience a plus. Will train.
Call BC Industries
508-987-3042
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Elm Street Church announces Lenten service schedule

SOUTHBRIDGE — Elm Street Congre- p.m.
gational Church, 61 Elm St. in Southbridge, Easter Sunday, March 31, service is at 10
announces the schedule for Lenten services: a.m.

Sunday, March 24: Palm Sunday service All are welcome. For more information,
at10 a.m. call 508-764-8058.

Thursday, March 28: Maundy Thursday Email church@esccoffice.org for more
commemoration of the Last Supper at 7 information.

ADULT ADMISSION

LEBOEUF RUBBISH REMOVAL
)

OFFERING 95 GALLON & 65 GALLON CARTS

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1971 CURBSIDE TRASH & RECYCLING PICKUP

LA o | ERNATNETOOWNBICKUE

503 764- 6677

MARCH 8-10

DCU CENTER

50 FOSTER STREET - WORCESTER, MA
FRI 4PM - 8PM - SAT 10AM - 5PM - SUN 10AM - 4PM

SPONSORED BY:

N g : EdHilton
sy YLO RE B itton

(1Ot | 98.9

WORCESTER

Need some YOU! titne?

Let Us prepare dinnerfor you TICKETS: ADULTS $10 - SENIORS (65 & over) $8 - KIDS (12 & under) $5

Take zfoﬁyourplate, and putitonours  IJENKSPRODUCTIONS.COM

LIMIT ONE PER PERSON. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. NO COPIES. NOT FOR RESALE.

m} e STONEBRIDGE PRESS
\“/ .

- //'rn; //Jmnr
| ’2/@ 7E& Catr
FIND YOUR

BEST NIGHT'S

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.e Sturbridge, MA 01566 ¢ 508-347-7077 SLEEP TODAY
Open 7 Days a Week ® 11am-7pm - ENTRANCE IN BACK

_Be:sure to qheck our wiabsiie for weekly specials!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com ¢ hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Homes are still selling quickly. If you're in the market SPECAL
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my N
SPRING SPECIAL!

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Queen Mattress Only Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$399° $649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

Listing Specialist
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years CARRYING THE E » O>="7~_ STEARNS

508-341-8299 TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC’ § FOSTER’

“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” ) . )
If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, | would appreciate your referral. LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL" « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE
/ b\ Broker/Owner * LISA CARON « Notary Public SUNDEEN

: 5z, - | k@aol. o | d
LISA JCARON | S SRR R FURNITURE

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs=Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5PM

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

SEND U§ YOURNEWS!! r r DON’T BUY UNTIL Pre-season
YOU SEE US!

b
MATTRESS SALE! =
FL. FRIGIDAIRE MAYTAG STAINLESS STEEL DELUXE
' CHEST DISHWASHER REFBRI%%QET.BR DISHWASHER BOTTOM WHIRLPOOL
TWIN: $199 §R2Eizgsg 9 33#309 99 554999 EMDBA4G4OSKZ sFRaEEZS R WASHER
(REGULARLY 5299) as 99 s
F U I. I. . $269 WAS $299.99 WAS $599.99 WAS $699.99 s\ggmgqg WAS $1295.60 %?mg:
(REGULARLY 5499) | Al — |
FULL: $299 FRIGIDAIRE HOTPOINT MAYTAG WHIRLPOOL 10CU.FT. || 20CUBIC FOOT |
-BY- DRYER OR FRENCH DOOR CHEST UPRIGHT
e = eerreaor || " HaaROR WASHER ||BOTTOMFREEZER | FREEZER FREEZER
$449° || $569° || $1599%° || $439°% || $799°%
WAS §1,599.99 WAS $560.99 WAS $6599.99 WAS 52,699 WAS $599.99 WAS $999.95
LG TOP AMANA GE FRONT LOAD 20 CU.FT. LG SMOOTH G.E. OVER-THE-
50” Vizi0 ........ne FREEZER GAS RANGE WASHER CHEST TOP ELEGTRIC MICRE%%EQ e
(Regularly $549.99) 18 CU. FT HAGRISIICEAS * Stainkess Steel SGFWSSOSSNWW FEER s g 9 P
55" Samsun . sssgm 5599 579999 sg 729 szzg
(Regularly wgggg} """" WAS $899.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $999.99 WAS $1099.99 WAS $999.99 WAS $279.99
NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

75" Samsung.......

(Regularly $799.99) 140 MAIN STREET

85” Samsung ..... $999.99 SPENCER, MA
(Regulecly $1600.07 508.885.9343
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

r SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
"’, 0 ] - Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm  Sat: 10am-8pm  Sun: 12pm-7pm FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

news@
stonebridgepress.news / Ji3\
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