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Gus Steeves

Monarch butterfly, an Eastern cottontail and chipmunk. Bottom row: Pangolin, cheetah, polar 
bear and something partly blocked by Tisdell herself.

Healing nature with art at JEL
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — In a major sense, while Webster’s Anne Tisdell retired 
from nursing, she has never retired from healing. She just changed how she does 
it – from medicine to art.

Tisdell has always loved art, but her father “said no daughter of  mine's going 
to be a starving artist.” So she took another interest – science – and turned that 
into a 45-year career in obstetric and maternity nursing.

This month's art show at Jacob Edwards Library is one expression of  the 
bridge between them. Through it, Tisdell aims to help heal Nature herself  by 
promoting a long list of  endangered and threatened species and some – like blue 
herons – she “just really enjoy[s].” It's an interesting mix of  styles, with some 
pieces being very naturalistic and some almost cartoony, in various media – wa-
tercolor, acrylic, pastel, oil and some with color pencil or ink details.

Turn To JEL page  A5

Flower Show showcases colors of the universe
BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

CHARLTON — The Charlton Garden Club hosted 
their annual Flower Show on Sunday, Sept. 3, con-
tinuing their tradition of  holding the event in coor-
dination with Charlton's Old Home Day celebration.

The 2023 show featured a theme of  “The Universe” 
using outer space as inspiration. Participants could 
utilize the planets, spaceships, the sun, the moon, 
and the Milky Way as inspiration for their displays 

continuing with the Garden Club’s tendency to issue 
a loose challenge to its members for the big event. 
Garden Club members Amy Taraskiewicz explained 
that these are loose guidelines that still allow for 
plenty of  creativity.

“We try to give a little bit of  guidance. We usual-
ly have 12 categories, and we’ll name each category 
and give little suggestions. So, for the sun we might 
suggest a yellow flower or vase, but there are no hard 

Jason Bleau Photos

A collection of arrangements inspired by Mercury, the Milky Way, and the Sun.

Charlton presents annual 
awards at Old Home Day

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

CHARLTON — Each year the Town 
of  Charlton takes time during its Old 
Home Day to honor citizens, business-
es, and organizations that have made 
outstanding contributions to the com-
munity over time. The town awarded 
the 2023 honorees in a special ceremo-
ny on Sept. 3 to cap off  the annual cele-
bration of  everything Charlton.

The biggest award of  the afternoon 
was Citizen of  the Year, an honor given 

to a standout individual who has con-
tributed countless hours of  effort and 
volunteerism to help make the town a 
better place. This year’s honoree was 
Terri Gough. Gough has been a mem-
ber of  the Charlton Fire Department 
since 1986 when she was appointed to 
the auxiliary. Since then, she was ap-
pointed as a call firefighter and emer-
gency management technician and as-
signed as Emergency Medical Services 
Coordinator. She served as Executive 

Sturbridge BOS looks at migrant issue
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Se-
lectmen dipped a toe in 
an issue that's affecting 

many area community 
governments on Sept 5, 
when Town Administra-
tor Robin Grimm raised 
concerns about an influx 
of  migrants to town.

Specifically, she said 
about 27 local hotel 
rooms have been taken 
over by the state to house 
migrant families, some 
of  them with kids the 
town will need to educate. 
While Sturbridge is seek-
ing state reimbursement 
of  local costs, including 
lost hotel and food taxes 
that tourists would have 
paid but the state doesn't, 
the hotel costs them-
selves are “private trans-
actions” and the “town 
can't interfere in that pro-
cess,” she said.

These come as a result 
of  an Aug 8 emergency 
declaration “due to rapid-
ly rising numbers of  mi-
grant families arriving in 
Massachusetts in need of 
shelter and services and 
a severe lack of  shelter 
availability in the state,” 
Gov. Maura Healey's web-
site states. “... There are 
currently nearly 5,600 
families or more than 
20,000 individuals in state 
shelter, including chil-
dren and pregnant wom-
en.” The same page also 
states last year's numbers 
were around 3,100 fami-
lies.

The declaration notes 
“in recent months, de-
mand has increased to 
levels that our emergen-
cy shelter system cannot 
keep up with, especially 
as the number of  families 
leaving shelter has dwin-
dled due to a lack of  af-
fordable housing options 
and barriers to securing 
work.”

Grimm said hotel own-
ers can't refuse to rent 
rooms when the state de-
mands them because Bos-
ton is paying the market 
rates. 

“It's almost like an 
eminent domain situa-
tion,” she said. “It doesn't 
matter what the position 
of  the town is, the gov-
ernor has a tremendous 
amount of  authority on 

S O U T H B R I D G E 
– The Wells Art Cen-
ter’s annual Members’ 
Show last Saturday 
was a very eclectic af-
fair. While most of  the 
pieces on display were 
paintings, tucked in 
some places – some-
times literally almost 
underfoot – were pot-
tery, wood sculptures, 
quilts, and photos. 
The most eye-catch-
ing may have been one 
that could roll away – a 
mountain bike turned 
into flowery art by 
Simone Germain.

In all, the show fea-
tured dozens of  pieces 
from dozens of  people 

this.”
She said she has spo-

ken to state and federal 
representatives and sev-
eral town departments 
to be prepared for this, 
including getting “health 
vetting.” In some cases, 
the migrants are trans-
ferring from other com-
munities and have been 
checked there. Some have 
been here for months, 
some are more recent, 
but she said she doesn't 
have access to their legal 
status. She noted the state 
“is still not clear on how 
many people are here. 
There's not a lot of  con-
sistent information on 
this.”

Grimm urged people 
with questions to call her 
directly and not rely on 
social media.

Afterward, the board 
revisited a concern from 
a prior meeting about 
putting cell antennae on 
the town's water tower. 
Mary Dowling said she's 
concerned about health 
effects and whether 
the town should have a 
broader policy regarding 
how many antennae can 
exist and where. 

In general, the board 
seemed to agree they're 
interested in that, but 
do not yet have anything 
concrete to look at re-
garding this specific proj-
ect. It's actually a contin-
uation of  a current lease, 
but Grimm noted she's 
also gotten interest from 
another firm elsewhere 
in town. 

The water tower 
changes are being de-
signed now and will go to 
Planning Board for pub-
lic hearing, but the select-
men were talking about 
whether they should 
have their own hearing as 
well. Chair Jamie Good-
win said he'd like to get 
some public input on the 
issue at the board's next 
meeting.

Most of  the rest of  the 
meeting handled a few 
new hires and a variety of 
permits – many of  them 
one day liquor licenses 

Wells Art Center’s Members’ Show an eclectic experience

Gus Steeves

Several Art Center mem-
ber talk around the table 
in the main gallery.

Turn To AWARDS page  A5

Turn To FLOWERS page  A18

Turn To ART page  A18 Turn To MIGRANTS page  A18



C H A R L T O N 
— The South-
bridge Garden 
Club, Charlton 
Garden Club and 
the Charlton Pub-
lic Library will 
co-sponsor an il-
lustrated lectured 
entitled Beatrix 
Potter: The Nat-
uralist and Her 
World on Tues-
day, September 
19 at 1 p.m. at the 
Charlton Public 
Library, 40 Main 
Street, Charlton.  
Ellen K. Duzak, 
retired Professor 
of  Psychology at 
Becker College, 
will present the 
program.  The 
public is invited 
to attend.  Regis-
tration is request-
ed at 508-248-0452 
or charltonlibrary.
org.

Beatrix Pot-
ter is best well-
known as an 
artist and writer.  
Her beloved chil-
dren’s books, fea-
turing Peter Rab-
bit and friends, 
are still fresh and 
alive over a cen-
tury after their 
first publication.  
Less is known of 

her as a woman 
who found per-
sonal and intel-
lectual freedom in 
nature.  She later 
became a conser-
vationist in an 
effort to preserve 
the landscape that 
had inspired her 
art.  

The program 
will explore the 
many creative 

paths of  Miss 
Potter over her 
lifetime and rel-
ish how her gen-
erosity left an 
indelible imprint 
on the Lake Dis-
trict of  England.  
She was a wom-
an of  her time, 
yet produced art 
and story that are 
timeless.

The South-

bridge Garden 
Club is a non-prof-
it organization 
that welcomes 
gardeners of  all 
abilities from 
the area and sup-
ports various 
programs, schol-
arships, and local 
b e a u t i f i c at i o n 
projects.
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Sunday September 17th 
8am-1pm

45th Antique and 
Classic Bicycle Show

Bring your bikes for
 free appraisal,

 cash buyers on hand
929 Riverside Dr. Rt 12

North Grosvenordale 
(Thompson, CT)

Admission free, vendor space 
available. 

800-336-2453 for info

Experience Urgent Care 
and Shorter Wait Times 
at Urgent Care Express at 
Harrington! 

Get walk-in care for non-life-threatening illnesses and injuries 
for children and adults of all ages – no appointment needed!

We Treat:

Allergies or asthma | Bronchitis | Burns | Ear infections
Fevers and flu-like symptoms | Insect and animal bites | Pinkeye
Rashes | Sinus infections | Strep throat | Urinary tract infections

SOUTHBRIDGE
164 South Street, Southbridge, MA

Monday - Friday: 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday: CLOSED 

508-909-8550

Nominated as ‘Best Urgent Care 
Clinic’ by the Worcester  
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Of Central Mass Community 
Choice Awards’ 
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Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Sturbridge Hills 
Condominium  
 Community 

Yard Sale
                                                                                

Saturday , September 23, 2023 
9AM to 1:00PM 

Rain Date: 09/24/2023

• LAYAWAY • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL*  • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

*See store for details.  Copyright 2022 Sealy, Inc.  All rights reserved.

SPECIAL SAVINGS
Sealy®

Carrington Chase
Bardsley

Firm Queen mattress only.

$399*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Wensley
Cusion Firm or Plush
Queen mattress only.

$649*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Stoneleigh
Firm or Plush
Queen mattress only.

$899*

Sealy®  Carrington 
Chase Northpointe
Plush Pillowtop
Queen mattress only.

$999*

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com

Beatrix Potter: The Naturalist 
and Her World — An illustrated 

talk by Ellen K. Duzak

MJB Talent Agency of Los Angeles, 
New York welcomes local actress

The MJB Talent Agency of  Los An-
geles and New York welcomed the sign-
ing of  actress Cheyenne Prouty, a na-
tive of  Dudley who attended the Dudley 
Charlton Regional School District.

Prouty has been training and pur-
suing acting for five years. She comes 
to the agency with high recommen-
dations by a truly wonderful Casting 
Director Judy Bouley. Prouty just 
wrapped up her first principal role in 
an independent feature film called the 
“Stoneville Killer.”

Charlton City United Methodist 
Church Men’s Group to cook 
Roast Pork Dinner Sept. 16

The Men’s group at Charlton City 
United Methodist Church will be cook-
ing their famous Roast Pork Dinner 
with Mashed potatoes, gravy, mixed 
vegetables, apple sauce, and home-
made peach cobbler on Sept. 16 from 
5 to 7 p.m. The cost is $15 for adults, $7 
for children 6-14, under 5 free. There is 
a $50 maximum per family. Get your 
reservations in early. Phone for reser-
vations or order take out (508) 248-7379. 
If  you arrive early you will have time to 
walk our Prayer Trail. The church is lo-
cated at 74 Stafford Street in Charlton.

Courtesy photo

Gary Picard (back) and John Hunt (front) will 
be cooking the famous Roast Pork Dinner at 
the Charlton City United Methodist Church 
outing Sept. 16.

Contact Your Sales  
Representative Today.

508-764-4325



S O U T H -
BRIDGE — Re-
ceiver/Superin-
tendent Dr. Jeffrey 
Villar is pleased 
to share that the 
Southbridge Pub-
lic Schools recent-
ly completed its 
summer program-
ming at the ele-
mentary and mid-
dle schools.

Through a 
state grant — the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
21st Century Com-
munity Learning 
Centers-Support-
ing Additional 
Learning Time 
(SALT) Grant — 
226 Southbridge 
students attended 
summer enrich-
ment program-
ming across four 
schools through-
out the summer.

The highly 
competitive grant 
program enables 

districts to host 
extracurricular 
after-school and 
summer activities 
that build on stu-
dents' classroom 
learning at East-
ford Road School, 
Charlton Street 
School, West 
Street School and 
Southbridge Mid-
dle School.

At the elemen-
tary schools, stu-
dents took part in 
a wide range of  ac-
ademically-enrich-
ing and physical 
activities, includ-
ing Forces in Mo-
tion, Earth Dome, 
Freedom Within 
— a program fo-
cused on helping 
children overcome 
stress and Magic 
of  Science.

A highlight ac-
tivity for students 
was the Skydome 
Planetarium as-

sembly from Mo-
bile Ed Produc-
tions, a traveling 
educational enter-
tainment organi-
zation that deliv-
ers educational 
assemblies at thou-
sands of  schools 
each year. During 
the Skydome Plan-
etarium assembly, 
elementary school 
students explored 
the solar system 
and beyond inside 
an inflatable plan-
etarium.

The elementa-
ry programs also 
featured lessons 
on space, gravity, 
energy and posi-
tive life choices. As 
part of  their sum-
mer experience, 
students took part 
in a sports-themed 
day and enjoyed 
a foam pit. Addi-
tionally, students 
kept their math 

and reading skills 
sharp and took 
part in daily as-
sessments to chart 
their progress.

At Southbridge 
Middle School, 
students in grades 
five and six ex-
plored units on 
short stories and 
space, while their 
peers in grades 
seven and eight 
learned about 
S o u t h b r i d g e ' s 
geographical fea-
tures, as well as 
contemporary so-
cial issues. Mobile 
Ed Productions 
brought its Young 
Author's Day and 
The Spirit to Over-
come — highlight-
ing the challenges 
and triumphs of 
black women in 
America.

A group of  25 
Southbridge High 
School students 

worked to support 
the programming 
across all four 
schools.

The Massa-
chusetts 21st 
Century Com-
munity Learning 
Centers-Support-
ing Additional 
Learning Time 
Grant supports 
the implementa-
tion of  academ-
ically enriching 
p r o g r a m m i n g 
and project-based 
learning during 
O u t - o f - S c h o o l 
Time and/or Ex-
panded Learning 
Time (ELT) with 
the goal of  in-
creasing student 
engagement and 
contributing to 
a well-rounded 
education for all 
students. The pro-
gramming supple-
ments the learning 

that takes place 
during the school 
day.

Children who 
are enrolled in the 
program receive 
afterschool in-
struction and uti-
lize project-based 
learning activities 
to strengthen their 
education and 
work to close any 
achievement gaps. 
This year's sum-
mer program saw 
increased partici-
pation over previ-
ous years.

Children who 
take part in the 
whole program 
gain access to 
more than 400 
hours of  addi-
tional, hands-on 
instruction and 
learning opportu-
nities. A typical 
school year con-
sists of  900 hours 

of  instruction 
time, meaning 
that students who 
take part in the 
after-school and 
summer program-
ming will have ac-
cess to nearly 50% 
more learning 
time. 

“These enrich-
ment programs 

provide our stu-
dents with a 
unique opportuni-
ty to build on their 
learning and stay 
engaged outside of 
traditional school 
time, while also 
having fun with 
their classmates," 
Dr. Villar said.
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PROMOTION ENDS September 27, 2023

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends 09/27/23

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Summer
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

2013 Dutchmen 
Aspen Trail 

Travel Trailer 
Model 2910RLS 

$8500.00
Call 508-943-7100 

Privacy Hedge!
6 ft arborvitae (reduced $125)

Free installation free delivery

A grade! Order now for fall  

delivery. Limited supply.

lowcosttrees.com

518-536-1367

Charlton City United Methodist 
Church 

Sept 16, 2023 5:00 to 7:00PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tasty pork roast dinner with mashed 
potatoes, gravy, mixed vegetables, apple 
sauce, and homemade peach cobler.   
$15.00 for adults, $7.00 for children 7-14, 
under 5 free.   $50.00 max per family.  Get 
your reservations in early.  Limited 
quantities.  Phone for reservations or order 
take out.  508-248-7379  74 Stafford St, 
Charlton City, MA. CC-UMC.org 

FOR SALE LAWN 
EQUIPMENT- 

LIKE NEW
• Toro 22” cut recycler, 

gas powered lawn 
mower

• Echo gas powered 
trimmer

•Echo gas powered leaf 
blower

Best offer 508-764-4962

Southbridge Public Schools host Summer 
Enrichment Programming

SOUTHBRIDGE — Receiver/Super-
intendent Dr. Jeffrey Villar and Princi-
pal Kelly Gelineau wish to thank and 
recognize Eagle Scout Peyton Sanborn, 
whose Eagle Scout service project has 
benefited students at Eastford Road 
School.

Students were welcomed back to 

Southbridge Public Schools recognize Eagle 
Scout Peyton Sanborn for donation to renovate 

Eastford Road School blacktop activity space
school on Aug. 28 and 29 and explored a 
renovated blacktop activity space. The 
new blacktop space includes games 
such as Hopscotch and Four Square, al-
phabet letter paths, and more.

Sanborn began efforts to improve 
the play space at Eastford Road School 
in March. Sanborn raised funds for ren-
ovation and managed other Scouts who 
assisted.

Service projects are a capstone to a 
Scout's ascension to Eagle, Scouting's 
highest rank. Service projects allow 
Scouts to acquire and demonstrate 
leadership skills while improving their 
communities. About 6 percent of  all 
Scouts reach the rank of  Eagle.

"On behalf  of  the entire District, I 
want to thank Peyton for her dedica-
tion and leadership, which will benefit 
Eastford Road School for years to come," 
said Receiver/Superintendent Dr. Vil-
lar. "This new outdoor activity space 
provides a great outdoor atmosphere 
for our students to learn and play." 

Prior to the floods of  1955 and the sub-
sequent erection of  flood control dams 
on the Quinebaug River, the Westville 
area of  Sturbridge/Southbridge was 
a vibrant industrial area. In “Stories 
from the Flats”, Brian Phelps discusses 
the history of  local industries including 
the Litchfield Shuttle Company, Prest-
Wheel Inc., and Snell Augur Co.  He 
also includes Westville families’ stories, 
maps, and photos.

Mr. Phelps is a native of  Stafford 
Springs, a graduate of  Quinnipiac Col-
lege, an Air Force veteran, and a State 
of  NH retiree. He has volunteered for 
the Army Corps of  Engineers for eight 
years. In that role he has been tasked 
with organizing a history project for the 
towns of  Southbridge, Sturbridge, Brim-
field, and Fiskdale. His focus is to docu-
ment the people’ lives during the time 
period before the 1955 flood. 

The Sturbridge Historical Society in-
vites the public to join us for this discus-
sion on Thursday, September 21 at 7:00, 
generously hosted by the Publick House.

Sturbridge Historical 
Society announces 

September 21 program



“This year, we’ve added a special 
prize for the best costume in both rac-
es,” says Hachfeld. “Judging will be by 
popular choice during the presentation 
ceremony at the end of  the race.”

Pre-registration is now available on 

the RaceWire website at https://race-
wire.com/register.php?id=13548

All participants who pre-register by 
October 21 will get a TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk tee-
shirt. On-site registration will also be 
available starting at 8:30 a.m.

The Trek Sturbridge Halloween 5K 
and Fun Walk is a Sturbridge Rotary 
Club fundraiser, with all profits going 
to local student scholarships and other 
community needs projects. For addi-
tional information, or to sign on as an 
event sponsor, email the race director 
at laserklaus@gmail.com. Or visit 
the Sturbridge Rotary Club website 
at https://sturbridgerotary.com.

STURBRIDGE — The Rotary Club of 
Sturbridge has announced that its pop-
ular TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 
1K, and Fun Walk will return on Sun-
day, October 29, according to race direc-
tor Klaus Hachfeld. The family-friendly 
event offers two timed races, including 
a 5K Trail Run & Fun Walk, and a 1K 
Road Race.

The timed 1K Road Race for pre-teens 
(12 years & under) starts at 9:30 a.m. It 
will be a road race along Old Sturbridge 
Village Road, making it accessible to 
persons with mobility challenges. The 
timed 5K Trail Run & Fun Walk will 
start at 10 a.m. using Old Sturbridge 
Village Road and the Arbutus Park 
Trail in the Leadmine Mountain Wild-
life Conservation Lands.

All activities begin at the OSV Ed-
ucation Center on Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage Road. Parking will be available in 
the Education Center lot.

The event also includes a costume 
parade for younger children, free 
games, and relay races beginning at 9 
AM at the Education Center, and orga-
nized by a volunteer team from Burgess 
Elementary School. No pre-registration 
is required for the children’s activities.

BRIMFIELD 
$252,000, 124 Washington Rd, Roberts 

Ft, and Roberts, Randolph R, to Roberts, 
Tony R.

CHARLTON
$750,000, 159 City Depot Rd, Rose, Brad 

D, and Rose, Jillian M, to Brosnihan, 
Ryan, and Greene, Shelby.

$670,000, 57 Baker Pond Rd, Howland, 
Steven, and Howland, Kelley, to 
Daigneault, Paul W, and Daigneault, 
Anne-Marie L.

$215,000, 25 N Buffumville Shore Rd, 
Anderson Mark E Est, and Anderson, 
Cynthia A, to Das, Janique, and Das, 
Subrata.

$90,000, 184 Gould Rd, Cotton, Scott D, 
and Cotton, Andrew, to Alden, Terrence.

HOLLAND
None

SOUTHBRIDGE
$361,000, 125 Chapin St, Polunci, Jason 

C, and Aiello, Michael, to Marquez, 
Isaul.

$342,000, 28 Vista Ln, Ahearn, Craig 
S, and Ahearn, Michelle R, to Draper, 
Jessica K.

$280,000, 27 Coombs St, Bibeau 
Constance J Est, and Bibeau, Mark, to 
Bibeau, Jacob.

$278,610, 176 South St, Rosario, Jose A, 
and U S Bank Na Tr, to Rmac T Series 
2016-Ctt, and U S Bank Na Tr.

$235,000, 465 Charlton St, Muldoon, 
Clifford C, to Wood, Jason, and Wood, 
Mylene.

$200,000, 118 Riverview Pl #E, 
Cardrant, Brian J, to Ounsayant, Annar.

$80,000, 37 Franklin Ter, Labarge, 
James R, to Labarge Sr, Russell P, and 
Fontaine, Gary E.

STURBRIDGE
$690,000, 22 Preserve Way, Durkee, 

John W, and Durkee, Valerie J, to Soto-
Jansson, Elaina, and Jansson, Ryan.

$689,900, 32 Draper Woods Rd, 
Varney, Mark A, and Varney, Stacey H, 
to Summers, Jocelyn, and Summers, 
Erica.

$480,000, 20 Shepard Rd, Sweeney, 
Alyssa N, and Morton, Patrick, to 
Charles, Vladimir, and Charles, Jessica.

$105,000, 324 New Boston Rd, Renaud 
Virginia P Est, and Sproesser, Suzanne 
L, to Damico, Iedes, and Damico, Jeffrey 
L.
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Church Listings
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 248-5550,  
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sunday worship 
10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  
248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty Road, 
248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street 
- Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, 
Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 Sunday Service  
10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 307 Stur-
bridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale-  8 
Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

Holland: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 
p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Fiskdale: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
Sturbridge 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
Brimfield:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
Wales: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

TO PLACE AN AD 
WITH STONEBRIDGE PRESS:
Advertising Executive

Mikaela Victor

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
LEGAL NOTICES:
(508) 909-4127 
legals@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
Kerri Peterson

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Stonebridge Ppress
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Stonebridge Press, 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550’

The Charlton Villager (USPS#024-954) , The Sturbridge Villager (USPS#024-955) is published 
weekly by Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA  01550.  Periodical postage paid 
at Southbridge, MA  01550.  The Southbridge News (USPS 504-380) is published Thursays, by 
Stonebridge Press Inc., PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodicals postage paid at Southbridge, 
Mass. Postmaster: Send address changes to The News at address listed above. Friday delivery (in 
county) only for $18.00 per year. Friday delivery (out of county)  only for $56.00 per year. Web only 
subscription $15.00 per year. All mail subscriptions are payable in advance to The News. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to Stonebridg Press P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA  01550.

President and Publisher

Frank G. Chilinski 
860-928-1818 ext. 103

frank@stonebridgepress.news

Business Manager

Ryan Corneau 
860-928-1818 ext. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news

Operations Director

Jim DiNicola 
508-764-6102

jim@stonebridgepress.news

Editor

Brendan Berube

508-909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news

Production Manager

Julie Clarke 
860-928-1818, ext. 305 

julie@villagernewspapers.com

Stonebridge Press

Stonebridge 
Press

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Jacob Edwards Public Library
Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will be 
our last open Saturday until Labor Day) 
Sunday: Closed  

Real Estate

Rotary Club of Sturbridge presents annual 
TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K, Fun Walk

Courtesy photo

Kegan Cline and his sons, Julian and Kegan, 
Jr. brought some colonial spirit to last year’s 
event.



They literally 
represent beings 
from all over 
the world. You'll 
know many of 
them, either be-
cause they're na-
tive to our area 
or they're famous 
– elephants, po-
lar bears, right 
whales, herons, 
swans, several 
owls. But she also 
features sever-
al more obscure 
species including 
a cat from Japan, 
an Iberian lynx, 
a sea turtle, and a 
pangolin.

“The common 
d e n o m i n a t o r 
with all these ani-
mals and plants is 
human activity,” 
she said. As our 
consumption of 
resources, pollu-
tion and popula-
tion grows, many 
species are losing 
their habitat and/
or being poisoned 
by our chemicals. 

Many of  the 
birds in the show, 
for example, were 
hard-hit by DDT 
and other pesti-
cides in the de-
cades after World 
War II. While 
bald eagles have 
rebounded due 
to a widespread 
reintroduction 
program after 
DDT was banned, 
others are still in 
trouble, such as 
ospreys and some 
owls.

Both are hunt-
ing birds that 
“keep the rodent 
population in 
check, so if  we 
lose them, we're 
in trouble,” Tis-
dell said. Today, 
however, there's 
still a problem 
with use of  var-
ious rat poisons, 
which kill the 
rodents but the 
raptors eat them 
anyway and get 
poisoned, too.

“Be careful 
[using them] be-
cause there's a 
whole chain reac-
tion that's set off,” 
she added. Later, 
she also noted 
millions of  birds 
die from other 
human causes, 
including traffic, 
powerlines, pol-
lution, wind tur-
bines and more. 
Some of  them are 
protected by the 
Migratory Bird 
Treaty of  1918.

A similar dan-
ger befalls Mon-
arch butterflies 
and several oth-
er pollinators. 
They're often 
being directly 
poisoned (some-
times by GMO 
crops that have 
pesticides incor-
porated into their 
seeds and thus  
affecting any in-
sect that feeds 
on them, pest or 
pollinator). Some 
are losing plants 
critical to their 
life cycles (such 
as milkweeds, 
which Monarchs 
need for their cat-
erpillars).

“If  we don't 
have pollinators, 
we're not going to 
have food,” Tis-
dell warned.

Some of  the 
avians in the 
show aren't in 
too much trou-

ble, such as geese 
and swans. Tis-

dell opted not to 
portray the latter 

with their near-
ly stereotypical 
big white adult 
phase, but with 
a trio of  cygnets, 
their young.

“We developed 
a friendship and 
they allowed 
me in very close 
proximity to their 
babies,” she re-
called. She said 
she actually even 
asked the parents 
for permission to 
get close enough 
to take pictures 
when the cygnets 
were half-hidden 
in grass, and she 
returned every 
week or two until 
the young birds 

fledged.
Several of  Tis-

dell's subjects 
are specifically 
endangered by 
climate change. 
Polar bears and 
Emperor pen-
guins, for exam-
ple, are both in 
trouble because 
the melting ice 
is eliminating 
their habitat. The 
bears need it to 
hunt for seals, 
their main food 
source. They can 
swim, but “the 
journey [between 
ice floes] is some-
times too much 
for the cubs. They 
don't have enough 

stamina and the 
cubs will drown,” 
she noted.

 Tisdell said 
she's already 
working on the 
next painting, 
one that sort-of 
ties back to her 
working career 
– the orangutan. 
She said she got 
inspired because 
they give birth 
in the tree cano-
py and found it 
hard to imagine 
balancing well 
enough to do that.

“I get all 
kinds of  ideas, 
but there's not 
enough time to 
execute them all,” 

she added.
Library Di-

rector Margaret 
Morrissey noted 
Tisdell was a late 
change for this 
month's show, 
when the previ-
ous artist had to 
back out. She said 
Tisdell came from 
a contact with 
Deb Horan of 
Webster's Book-
lovers' Gourmet 
and “I'm really 
appreciative of 
her willingness to 
do it.”

Gus Steeves 
can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

 

Residents of Southbridge, Massachusetts  
 

Saturday September 30, 2023 ~ 9 am to 1 pm  
               Casella Waste Services Facility  
At 165 Barefoot Road (across from the landfill) 
 
 
 
Materials That Will Be Accepted At NO CHARGE for SOUTHBRIDGE RESIDENTS ONLY: 
Oil Based Paint, Pesticides/Herbicides, Cleaning Products, Household Batteries, Thinners/Strippers/Removers/Solvents, 
Acids/Bases, Automotive Oil/Antifreeze/Gasoline, Stains/Preservatives, Mercury, Fluorescent lights and Photo Chemicals.  
Small Electronics (other than those listed below), Yard Wastes (leaves, brush or shrubs), Bulky furniture. 
 
Materials That Will Be Accepted FOR A CHARGE: 
Appliances $20 each (computer monitors, televisions, refrigerators, dehumidifiers, air conditioners, water coolers or 
freezers). Propane tanks, car/truck tires, car/truck batteries $20 each. Mattresses:  As of November 1, 2022, mattresses 
will be accepted for a $50 fee at the Oxford Transfer Station located at 200 Leicester Street, North Oxford, MA, 
between the hours of 8:00 am and noon on Collection Event Days.  
   

MATERIALS THAT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AT 165 BAREFOOT ROAD FACILITY: 
 

 NO Asbestos, PCBs, explosives or shock-sensitive materials, ammunition, compressed gas cylinders, radio-active 
wastes, pathological wastes, infectious waste, or medicines.    
 

 CONSTRUCTION & DEMOLITION DEBRIS (SEE NOTE BELOW FOR ALTERNATE DELIVERY SITE) 
 

 NO COMMERCIAL WASTE  NO LATEX PAINT 
 

 NO 
METAL 

 NO RECYCLING/CARDBOARD 
 

 NO FOOD OR HOUSEHOLD TRASH  
 

 
On September 30, 2023, Southbridge Residents may bring up to 2 cubic yards (approximately 4’x4’x4’) of construction and 
demolition waste, free of charge, to the Casella Oxford Transfer Station located at 200 Leicester Street, North Oxford, MA, 
between the hours of 8:00 am and noon.   
 
You MUST provide a valid form of identification showing you are a resident of Southbridge (Driver’s license, Town tax bill, 
etc.) or you will have to pay a fee to use the facility.   
 
The Oxford Transfer Station will be accepting RESIDENTIAL construction and demolition debris ONLY.  NO OTHER 
wastes or recycling will be accepted in Oxford.  No commercial wastes will be accepted free of charge.     
 
Construction and Demolition Waste is waste building materials and rubble resulting from construction, remodeling, repair or 
demolition of buildings, pavements, roads or other structures (including but not limited to concrete, bricks, asphalt pavement, 
masonry, plaster, gypsum wallboard, metal, lumber and wood). 
 

See Southbridge Cable Access Channel 192 for more information 
                    No pre-registration is necessary.  Proof of residency will be required. 

If you have any questions about the event or acceptable materials, please call 

Casella Waste Services at 888-532-2735 
 

As of  

November 1, 2022 

mattresses will no 

longer be 

accepted. 

In order to accommodate 

everyone, there is a 10-

gal limit per household 

for paint and chemical 

wastes. 

Gus Steeves

Anne Tisdell with a broad spectrum of her natural subjects. Top row: 
a turtle in a tutu, a Monarch butterfly, an Eastern cottontail and 
chipmunk. Bottom row: Pangolin, cheetah, polar bear and something 
partly blocked by Tisdell herself.

JEL
continued from page 1

Administrative Assistant to the Fire 
Chief  from 2001 through 2022 and as 
Deputy Emergency Management Di-
rector from 2011 through 2023. She is 
also the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team Coordinator for Charlton 
& Region 3. In addition to her services 
as a first responder, Gough has held 
positions with numerous community 
groups including as a member of  the 
Tri-Epic Executive Board and the Old 
Home Day Committee. She has helped 
organize local Earth Day and Fami-
ly Funn Day programs, served as the 
Town Wide CPR Organizer, served as 
Boy Scouts of  America First Aid Mer-
it Badge Instructor, and as a Regional 
Trainer for the Massachusetts Emer-
gency Management Agency giving her 
an impressive resume of  public service 
in many aspects of  the community at 
large.

Another honor presented was for Pa-
rade Marshal which chooses a citizen 
or citizens to lead the annual Home Day 
Parade through town. Diane Doherty, a 
29-year Charlton resident who raised 
her children in town, was given that 
honor for 2023. All of  Doherty’s chil-
dren, and her grandson, were involved 
in local sports and recreation and in 
1997 Doherty became involved in local 
government as an alternate member 
of  the Planning Board and, eventually, 
fully elected member. She would serve 
as Vice Chair and Chair of  that board 
during her run which ended in 2001. 
During her time with the board she be-
came involved with the original Mas-
ter Plan for Charlton and served on the 
Board of  Director at Capen Hill Nature 
Sanctuary. She served on the Board 
of  Second Chance Animal Shelter as 
a founding member and was adoption 
coordinator for the Becker College 

Partnership Program. She currently 
serves as a Volunteer for the People for 
Animals League in Spencer, as a mem-
ber of  the Charlton Rec Friends, and as 
Chair of  the Charlton Recreation Com-
mission continuing her dedication to 
local recreation and animal adoption 
and care.

The Business Award honors a local 
business or organization that has made 
a substantial impact in the community 
and for 2023 the Charlton Beagle Club 
was recognized for their longstanding 
commitment to Charlton. Since 1962 
this nonprofit has organized charita-
ble events like Brake for Silence that 
raises awareness of  mental health and 
suicide prevention, Dash 4 Nash for au-
tism awareness, and events to benefit 
programs like the Heart to Heart Foun-
dation that benefits people with chron-
ic diseases. The organization also do-
nated land for a local baseball field to 
help encourage involvement in youth 
sports. Their contributions have made 
them a staple of  the Charlton commu-
nity and they continue to make appear-
ances at many local events year-round.

The Youth Service Award which 
recognizes a young member of  the 
community for their contributions to 
Charlton. Sophia Ballou earned the 
honor in 2023 after using her birthdays 
to benefit the local food pantry CHIP IN. 
Her contributions have brought count-
less food items to the pantry to help 
feed those in need throughout Charlton 
many times over. Ballou also serves as 
a mentor to her fellow students at Shep-
herd Hill Regional High School where 
she spends time after school working 
directly with her classmates and music 
teachers to help those in need of  a little 
extra guidance.

The final individual awards of  the af-
ternoon were the Posthumous Awards 
recognizing two individuals no longer 
with us for their contributions to Charl-

ton. The first was Lowell H. Bond, who 
passed away in November of  2022, was 
born and educated in Charlton during 
a time that is now a distant memory 
for most. He was drafted at 18-years-old 
serving in the European Theater of  Op-
erations in the Army’s oldest infantry 
division at the time called the “Bloody 
Bucket Division”. He earned three bat-
tle stars for his service in the “Battle of 
the Bulge”, Central Europe, and Rhine-
land battles although he rarely talked 
about his time in combat. He returned 
from war and served as a truck driver 
for 40 years and as a member of  Team-
ster Local 170. In retirement he worked 
in landscaping at West Ridge Cemetery 
until he was 86 years old. He was an 
active member of  St. Joseph’s Church 
in Charlton and belonged to the Oxford 
American Legion Post #58. 

The second Posthumous Award was 
presented to the family of  Clarence 
A. Bachand, who passed away in June 
of  2022 after 99 years of  life. Bachand 
moved to Charlton in 1960 and also 
served in World War II as a member of 
the Army Corps of  Engineers 284th En-
gineer Combat Battalion. Like Bond, 
he also participated in the Battle of  the 
Bulge and would later help form the 
first VFW in Charlton. He also served as 
a member of  the American Legion Post 
391 for over 50 years. In 2017, Bachand 
revisited his time in the Army by re-
turning to Germany to follow the same 
route he took in World War II. Outside 
of  his military service, Bachand made 
a living as an electrician working most-
ly for Warren & Bigelow Electric in 
Worcester and later serving Bay Path 
in Charlton for over 50 years including 
as a member of  the School Commit-
tee for over 30 years, eventually join-
ing the school’s Hall of  Fame. He also 
served as the town’s wiring inspector. 
Bachand’s other contributions to the 
community included his membership 

at St. Joseph’s Church, his involve-
ment of  50 years with Boy Scout Troop 
165, and playing an instrumental role 
in the formation of  the local Pop War-
ner football program. He also served 
on Charlton’s Sewer Commission and 
Recreation Committee helping build 
the Little League field and form the 
Charlton Lassie League. Bachand was 
previously recognized as Citizen of  the 
Year at Old Home Day 2021.

Capping off  the ceremony were a 
pair of  Community Service Awards 
presented to groups that have proven 
to be vital pieces of  the Charlton com-
munity over the years. The Daughters 
of  Anarchy is comprised of  four young 
residents, Jenna and Sarah Miller and 
Ivy and Clara Dowdle, who borrowed 
their name from the popular show 
“Sons of  Anarchy” and have gone on 
to raise money for cancer benefits like 
the Pan-Mass Challenge. Ivy Dowdle 
even rode the 109-mile Pan-Mass Chal-
lenge run in August to help fulfill the 
group's goals of  supporting the Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute. The other 
group recognized for their communi-
ty service was the Charlton Girl Scout 
Troop 65114 which, over the last four 
years, has aided the CHIP IN Food Pan-
try, provided holiday cards for hospital-
ized kids, brought caroling to the Over-
look, and worked with numerous local 
groups and organizations to achieve a 
variety of  badges including in robot-
ics, veterinary services, and fire safe-
ty. Their annual cookie sales have also 
helped contribute funds to local enti-
ties like Capen Hill Nature Sanctuary, 
CHIP IN Food Pantry, Friends of  the 
Charlton Animal Shelter, the Charlton 
REAS Foundation, and to The Chil-
dren’s Hospital at UMASS.

All honorees were chosen based 
on nominations presented to the Old 
Home Day Committee prior to the Old 
Home Day Celebration.

AWARDS
continued from page 1
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Can I withdraw funds? Can I convert my 
account? How can I generate income?

Let's work together to find the right strategy to help keep you 
on track. Call or email me today to get started.

Trevor Nielsen 
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 
508-347-1420

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 9/11/23 was $3.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ........... $5.70
50-75.......... $3.40
75-150 ........ $3.05
150-300....... $2.75

300-500......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks . $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Sign up for our 
twice-monthly home and 

auto newsletter filled with 
useful tips and updates.

HTTPS://
EDWARDBAIR.MYHOMEHQ.BIZ/

Stay Informed
Sign up and stay tuned for this week’s posts.

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road 
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR  
Insurance agency

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We offer policies for
RENTERS • AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS  

LIFE • DISABILITY • MOTORCYCLE • BOAT

1/2 INCH QUALITY SCREENED LOAM
• screened gravel • clean fill • clean tailings

$20/yard loaded
Delivery available  • Call 508-612-4527

Cornerstone Bank offers new checking 
account designed specifically for students

WORCESTER — With school back in 
session, Cornerstone Bank, a commu-
nity bank with 10 locations throughout 
Central Massachusetts, is pleased to 
offer a new checking account designed 
for the unique needs of  students. The 
account offers a variety of  features and 
benefits to help students get a strong 
start toward financial independence. 
The best part? It’s free for students 
ages 16 through 25.

“We are big proponents of  financial 
literacy, so we wanted to create an ac-
count that makes it easier for students 
in high school and college to start bank-
ing on their own,” said Cornerstone 
Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “Our RITE 
Student Checking Account is free for 
students until they’re 26 and comes 
with many benefits and money-saving 
perks they will really appreciate.”

It only takes $25 to open the account 
and there is no minimum monthly 
balance requirement. Unlimited ATM 
surcharge reimbursements, as well as 
online and mobile banking, mean the 
account works well for students attend-
ing school away from home.

Beyond banking benefits, which in-
clude rewards for everyday purchases 
and Early Pay with direct deposit, the 
RITE Student Checking Account also 
boasts valuable non-banking perks that 
both students and their parents will ap-
preciate. These include discounts from 
local and national retailers, cell phone 
protection, roadside assistance, ID 
Theft Aid, buyer’s protection and ex-
tended warranty, a health savings card 
and more.

“We know today’s students have a 
lot of  expenses and stress, so we want-
ed to offer them a checking account 
that provides the services and securi-
ty they need,” said Cornerstone Bank 
EVP, Retail Banking, Altaf  Ahmed. 
“For example, if  they pay their cell 
phone bill through their RITE Stu-
dent Checking Account, the phone is 
covered for repair or replacement up 
to $400 per claim. It’s extras like these 
that can help provide peace of  mind for 
students and parents, especially when 
students are leaving home for college.”

Applicants must be active students 
ages 16 to 25. Students who are 16 re-
quire a parent or guardian as a joint 

account owner. Monthly maintenance 
service charges are waived until the 
student reaches age 26, at which time 
a $6 monthly maintenance service 
charge will be assessed.

  
About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 

2017, born of  a long history of  support-
ing the community, and providing a 
strong foundation to help people and 
businesses thrive. Serving Worcester 

County, Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and commu-
nity-based banking model enables a 
unique ability to deliver outstanding 
service, with a personal touch. Cor-
nerstone provides the highest level of 
service and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. Corner-
stone works to connect customers with 
opportunities, through a broad range 

of  deposit and loan products, and ser-
vices. Built on Trust is not just a tag 
line, but also one of  our guiding corpo-
rate values. Whether a business or per-
sonal partnership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that relationships 
are built on trust. To learn about Cor-
nerstone Bank’s personal and business 
banking offerings, please visit corner-
stonebank.com or call 800-939-9103.

Annual Day of Play Family Festival 
takes place Sept. 16 at Elm Park

WORCESTER — Worcester’s 12th annual Day of  Play 
Family Festival is on Saturday, September 16th from 
11:00AM-4:00PM at Elm Park.  

 Immerse in the power of  play with over 50 activities to 
explore and performers to enjoy.  

 “This festival brings our community together and it 
is an honor for Edward Street to host this festival for the 
12th year,” said Eve Gilmore, Edward Street CEO. “We look 
forward to welcoming the children and families of  Central 
Massachusetts once again to join in the joy of  play.” 

 Day of  Play was founded by Edward Street in 2010 and 
continues to be an annual chance to unite the community. 
The festival features seven key areas of  play for children 
and their families: Active, Construction, Creative Arts, 
Health & Wellness, Mindfulness, Reading, and STEM. Com-
munity volunteers and organizations help bring these play 
activities to life. 

 Set to perform are the Joy of  Music Program (JOMP), 
Crocodile River Music, the Traditional Lion Dancers, 
Chuck & Mud (and Buds), Janoah Bailin, In Da Zone, Cory 
Scott, and magician Francis Flynn. As well, the South High 
Marching Band will lead a procession around Elm Park. 
Featured activities include an obstacle course, robot coding, 
bubble making, and rocket design/build/launch activities. 
The Worcester Art Museum will provide a watercolor paint-
ing project and the SE Asian Coalition (SEAC) will host a 
face painting and henna tattoo activity for play participants 
to discover.  Local mascot characters including Jake the 
Lion (The Bravehearts), the Woofster (WooSox) and Benjie 
(Bay State Savings Bank) will also be on hand.

 
Day of  Play is a free, volunteer-based event and open to 

the public thanks to our sponsors including: 
Presenting Sponsors: Edward Street, Worcester Family 

Partnership, 
Play Area Sponsors: Harr Automotive Group, Worcester 

Division of  Public Health & the REACH Grant, 

Activity Sponsors: Abbvie, Eastern Bank, Guild of  St. Ag-
nes, Hanover Insurance Group Foundation, National Grid, 
Tufts Health Plan, Webster Five Foundation, Wegmans, 

Contributing Sponsors: Avidia Bank, Baystate Savings 
Bank, Berkshire Bank, Country Bank, Middlesex Savings 
Bank, Seven Hills Foundation, and 

Supporting Sponsors: Boys & Girls Club of  Worcester, 
Cornerstone Bank, Herlihy Insurance Group, MAAEYC, 
Price Chopper | Market 32, Smileland of  Westborough, and 
the YWCA of  Central MA. 

 
This year’s festival is also supported by an ARPA Grant 

from the City of  Worcester. 
 
Rain date is September 23rd. 
 
For more information, visit http://www.worcesterdayof-

play.org or visit the Day of  Play Facebook page. 
 
About Edward Street: 
Edward Street is a private, non-profit agency that collab-

orates to improve the quality and impact of  early education 
and care, enhancing the development of  young children and 
strengthening families in Central Massachusetts. Learn 
more at www.edwardstreet.org. 

 
About Worcester Family Partnership: 
 
Worcester Family Partnership is funded through a MA 

Department of  Early Education and Care grant to provide 
support services to families with children birth to school 
age. Worcester Family Partnership offers free playgroups, 
the opportunity to participate in a FREE Screening for your 
child, and many other programs. Learn more athttps://
worcesterschools.org/about/community-partnerships/
worcester-family-partnership/.
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FSO
Painting and More
Pro Painter in the Brookfield 

and surrounding areas.
END OF SUMMER

 POWER WASH
From now till Sept 20, 

mention this Ad and get
 10% off your power washing

Call Matt (229)256-6929
 or Linda (774)402-0852

PAINTING

TREE SERVICE

Tree work    
Hedge Trimming
Cleanups      
Stone/Mulch Beds 

(774) 
230-8582
sharptoothtree
@gmail.com

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When protecting your family, 
quality matters. We only use 
the two best products on the 
market; Certainteed Shingles 
and Owens Corning Shingles. 
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings,  
bathrooms,  
remodels,  
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality  
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

PlasteringGUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Stump Grinding

STORM CLEAN-UP
Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

HVAC

VIC’S 
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING
Residential or Commercial

NEW HEATING 
SYSTEMS 

OIL OR GAS

Service Installations
Cleanings - Maintenance
Fully Licensed and Insured

No Job too big 
or too Small

Quality workmanship 
20 years experience 

508-864-4534

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services
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Governing Beyond 
Faith: Elected Officials 

Must Serve All

	 In a diverse and pluralistic 
society, the principle of  separation be-
tween church and state is fundamental 
to preserving individual liberties and 
ensuring that government serves the 
interests of  all citizens, regardless of 
their religious beliefs or lack thereof. 
Elected officials have a solemn duty to 
represent the entire community, mak-
ing decisions that respect the rich tap-
estry of  religious beliefs that exist in 
our nation. However, there have been 
instances where some officials have al-
lowed their personal religious convic-
tions to guide their governance, rais-
ing concerns about the fairness and 
inclusivity of  their actions.

One of  the cornerstones of  democ-
racy is the idea that elected officials 
are entrusted with the responsibility to 
serve the interests of  all their constit-
uents, not just those who share their 
religious beliefs. Our society is incred-
ibly diverse, with individuals from var-
ious faiths and belief  systems coexist-
ing harmoniously. It is imperative that 
our elected representatives reflect this 
diversity in their decision-making pro-
cesses and refrain from imposing their 
own religious beliefs upon the broader 
population.

When elected officials allow their 
personal religious convictions to dic-
tate policy, it can lead to the exclusion 
of  those who hold different beliefs. 
This is not only unjust but also under-
mines the very essence of  a democrat-
ic society that values religious freedom 
and tolerance. Our nation’s history is 
replete with instances where religious 
intolerance and discrimination have 
caused immense harm, and we must 
not forget the lessons of  the past.

Furthermore, the potential for re-
ligiously driven governance to teeter 
into radicalism is a grave concern. 
While most people practice their faith 
peacefully, there is a risk that individ-
uals with extreme religious views may 
seek to impose their beliefs on society 
through the political process. Such 
radicalism can lead to policies that not 
only infringe on the rights of  those out-
side the particular faith but also create 
an environment of  hatred and divisive-
ness.

It is crucial for elected officials to re-
member that the separation of  church 
and state is not an attack on religion 
but a safeguard for both government 
and faith. It ensures that religious in-
stitutions remain free from govern-
ment interference and that govern-
ment remains neutral and inclusive. 
This principle allows people of  all 
faiths and none to coexist peacefully 
and participate fully in our democracy 
without fear of  discrimination or mar-
ginalization.

To uphold the values of  fairness, 
inclusivity, and religious freedom that 
our nation holds dear, elected officials 
must commit themselves to serving all 
their constituents, regardless of  their 
religious beliefs. They must resist the 
temptation to govern based on person-
al religious convictions and instead 
prioritize policies that promote the 
common good and respect the diverse 
beliefs of  the people they represent.

The importance of  elected officials 
serving all people, irrespective of  their 
religious beliefs, cannot be overstat-
ed. Our democracy thrives when it re-
spects the principles of  religious free-
dom, tolerance, and inclusivity. Elected 
officials must uphold these principles 
by governing without bias and en-
suring that their decisions reflect the 
diverse and pluralistic nature of  our 
society. By doing so, we can build a 
stronger, more united, and truly dem-
ocratic nation where every citizen is 
valued and protected.

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.
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Financial  
Focus

Consider 
financial gifts for 

grandchildren

If  you have grandchildren, you 
probably enjoy spending time with 
them and watching them grow. And 
to help them achieve a bright fu-
ture, you might like to make some 
financial gifts — but which ones?

You have several options. Let’s 
look at three of  them:

529 plans – When you invest in 
a 529 education savings plan, any 
earnings growth is distributed fed-
erally tax free, as long as withdraw-
als are used for qualified education 
expenses. (Withdrawals used for 
expenses other than qualified edu-
cation expenses may be subject to 
federal and state taxes, plus a 10% 
penalty.) And in-state residents 
who invest in their home state’s 
529 plan may also receive state tax 
incentives. A 529 plan can be used 
for college, approved trade school 
programs, qualified student loan 
repayments and even some K-12 
costs. And if  the grandchild you’ve 
named as a beneficiary of  a 529 plan 
decides to forego further education, 
you can generally switch beneficia-
ries to another immediate family 
member. You can contribute up to 
$17,000 in 2023, per grandchild, to a 
529 plan without incurring gift tax-
es. Furthermore, as of  the 2024–25 
school year, grandparent-owned 529 
plans won’t affect financial aid eli-
gibility. However, tax issues for 529 
plans can be complex, so consult 
with your tax advisor about your 
situation.

Roth IRA – Any earnings growth 
in a Roth IRA is distributed tax 
free, provided the owner is at least 
59½ and has had the account at 
least five years. If  your grandchil-
dren earn money from babysitting 
or a part-time job, they can open a 
Roth IRA with the help of  a parent 
or other adult. You could “match” 
your grandchildren’s contribu-
tions, possibly on a dollar-for-dol-
lar basis, to provide them with an 
incentive for saving. In fact, you 
could fully fund the Roth IRA, up 
to the annual contribution limit, 
which is $6,500 or the amount of 
your grandchild’s taxable compen-
sation, whichever is less. (The an-
nual limit is $7,500 for those 50 or 
older.) And your grandchildren can 
withdraw the contributions — not 
the earnings — at any time to pay 
for college or anything else.

Custodial account – You can open 
a custodial account, also known as 
an UGMA or UTMA account, for a 
grandchild, and fund it with most 
types of  investments: stocks, mutu-
al funds, bonds and so on. For that 
reason, it can be a good way to teach 
grandchildren about the nature 
of  investing — risks, returns and 
the value of  holding investments 
for the long term. Plus, there’s an 
initial tax benefit to custodial ac-
counts: The first $1,250 of  your 
grandchild’s investment income 
(dividends, interest, capital gains) 
is tax free, and the next $1,250 is 
taxed at the child’s rate. Anything 
above that amount is taxed at the 
parents’ marginal tax rate. Howev-
er, once your grandchildren reach 
the age of  termination — usually 
18 or 21, depending on where they 
live — they take control of  the ac-
count and can do whatever they 
choose with the money. So, while a 
custodial account could be consid-
ered as a funding source for college, 
it might alternatively serve as a gift 
that could eventually enable your 
grandchild to fulfill another desire 

‘If you don’t use it, you’ll lose it’ when it 
comes to the brain

The maxim 
"If  you don't use 
it, you'll lose 
it"—heard so 
often- it's prac-
tically a back-
ground track to 
our lives. But 
wait! Before you 
glaze over, have 
you ever consid-
ered the gravi-
ty behind this 
statement? It's 
not just a snap-
py saying—it's 
a golden nugget 
of  wisdom with 
far-reaching im-
plications.

The workings 
of  the brain are 
s p e l l b i n d i n g . 
Picture your 
brain as a thriv-
ing tree in a lush 
forest. Each new 
piece of  knowl-
edge you gain is 
like planting a 
seed that eventu-
ally sprouts into 
branches and 
leaves. This isn't 
poetic license; 
it's backed by 
the science of 
neuroplast ici -
ty—the brain's 
incredible abil-
ity to form new 
neural connec-
tions through-
out life.

Each time 
you learn or 
practice a skill, 
you reshape 
your brain and 
strengthen neu-
ral pathways, 
fortifying those 
branches and 
leaves on your 
cerebral tree. In 
this way, your 
brain doesn't 
just store in-
f o r m a t i o n — i t 
evolves, hard-
wiring itself  to 
flourish when 
you practice or 
learn something 
over time.

I began com-
petitive swim-
ming as a child, 
which was far 
from natural, 
but I was deter-
mined, and ev-
ery lap I swam 
was like adding 
another leaf  to a 

growing branch 
in my "swim-
ming tree" in 
the brain. Each 
practice ses-
sion was a men-
tal workout, a 
"branching out" 
in my neural for-
est, solidifying 
the pathways 
that would im-
prove my abili-
ties.

I was learning 
to cut through 
the water more 
efficiently and 
grasping intri-
cate techniques 
that required 
keen mental 
focus. While 
athletics is pri-
marily seen as a 
physical endeav-
or, the cerebral 
component is 
enormous. 

If  you find 
the "learning 
tree" concept 
c a p t i v a t i n g , 
you'll be equally 
intrigued by the 
neuroscience of 
"pruning."

When you 
neglect other 
learned abil-
ities or infor-
mation, those 
cor responding 
branches in 
your brain don't 
get the same 
n o u r i s h m e n t . 
Just as a garden-
er would trim 
away the dead 
or overgrown 
branches to let 
a tree flourish, 
your brain also 
conducts se-
lective mainte-
nance.

Pruning is 
when the brain 
cuts out extra 
c o n n e c t i o n s 
between neu-
rons. This helps 
the brain work 
more efficient-
ly by eliminat-
ing pathways it 
doesn't need.

This is one 
reason why we 
forget things 
that we haven't 
thought about in 
a long time.

Every so of-

ten, I feel the 
urge to get in 
swimming shape 
again, but let me 
tell you, those 
first few laps? A 
downright bat-
tle! 

So, while my 
brain still holds 
the blueprints of 
a capable swim-
mer, the lack of 
recent practice 
means those 
finely tuned cir-
cuits are no lon-
ger firing on all 
cylinders. 

Have you ever 
had that frus-
trating "tip of 
the tongue" mo-
ment when you 
can't recall a 
word or name? 

What about 
long division af-
ter years of  not 
thinking about 
math? It's like 
trying to crack 
the Da Vinci 
code without a 
cipher. For me, 
those branch-
es have been 
pruned.

If  you don't 
regularly en-
gage your mind 
and reinforce 
what you've 
learned, your 
mental acuity 
in those specific 
subjects may de-
cline.

Brain prun-
ing extends 
beyond mere 
skills and tal-
ents; it touches 
the very core of 
our dreams and 
ambitions. Your 
deepest aspira-
tions require 
constant nour-
ishment and at-
tention. Wheth-
er penning 
poetry, master-
ing the guitar, or 
revolutionizing 
digital design, 
each dream has 
its dedicated 
neural pathway 
that thrives on 
focus and dili-
gence.

Another way 
to think of  it is 
that our brains 

are like librari-
ans, constantly 
deciding which 
b o o k s — s k i l l s , 
m e m o r i e s , 
a b i l i t i e s — d e -
serve prime 
shelf  space and 
should be stored 
in the attic. 

When you 
choose not to 
follow your 
dreams, you're 
pruning a part 
of  yourself  that 
once flourished. 
Keep those neu-
ral pathways 
strong and con-
nected, and 
watch them 
grow into full-
fledged realities.

The lesson 
here is to ac-
tively nurture 
the pathways in 
your brain that 
matter most 
to you, wheth-
er that's your 
dreams, goals, 
or cherished 
f r i e n d s h i p s . 
If  you neglect 
them, your 
brain might 
prune these con-
nections away, 
making it seem 
as if  they never 
existed.

The "use it or 
lose it" principle 
is life's ultimate 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
guide. It's a 
nudge to action. 
Your skills, your 
re l at i o n s h i p s, 
your dreams—
think of  them as 
a cherished gar-
den. Left unat-
tended, even the 
prettiest rose 
bushes turn to 
weeds. 

So? What are 
you waiting for? 
Exercise that 
grey matter! 
You've got noth-
ing to lose but 
everything you 
don't use.

Toby Moore is 
a columnist, the 
star of  Emmy 
- Nominated A 
Separate Peace, 
and the CEO of 
Cubestream Inc.
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The latest auc-
tion news begins 
here in New En-
gland, where a 
New Hampshire 
woman who pur-
chased old frames 
from a thrift shop 
later found that 
she had walked 
away with some-
thing much more 
significant. An 
old white frame 
she purchased for 
$4 from a Saver’s 
store held a paint-
ing by renowned 
artist N.C. Wyeth, 
according to NPR. 
Maine conservator 
Lauren Lewis was 
called in to help de-
termine the paint-
ing’s authentici-
ty. She described 
Wyeth as one of 
the "preeminent 
illustrators in the 
early 20th centu-
ry.” Wyeth’s illus-
trations appeared 
in Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s 1911 
“Treasure Island” 
book. He was the 
father of  painter 
Andrew Wyeth 
and grandfather 
of  artist Jamie 
Wyeth. The paint-

Mums are a favorite fall flow-
er that adds weeks of  seasonal 
color to containers, gardens 
and fall displays. They are 
also a popular gift plant in gar-
den centers and floral shops. 
Choosing the right one for the 
purpose and providing proper 
care will help you achieve your 
desired results. 

Start by selecting the best 
mum for your gardening goals. 
You’ll find mums labeled as 
garden, perennial, gift or flo-
rist mums. All these names for 
plants that look alike can be 
confusing. The answer lies in 
their response to day length, 
hardiness and use. 

Mums set flowers based on 
day length. Growers can force 
them into bloom by covering 
them to create shorter days 
that initiate flowering. Those 
grown as gift mums, often 
called florist mums, usually re-
quire the longest periods of  un-
interrupted darkness or short-
er days. When these mums are 
grown under natural daylight 
they usually don’t flower un-
til late fall or early winter. 
These late bloomers are usual-
ly killed by cold temperatures 
before or soon after the flowers 
appear in colder areas. 

Nurseries selling mums 
ready to flower in the fall often 
refer to them as garden mums. 
These may be perennial mums 
or “florist” mums forced to 
flower for fall displays. The 
intent is to use them as an-
nuals. Select ones with lots 
of  buds and just a few if  any 
open flowers to maximize the 
bloom time and your enjoy-
ment. Place one or two mums 
on the front steps, plant them 
in vacant spots in the garden 
or combine them with other 

fall favorites in containers. 
These garden mums may 

be hardy and suited to the 
area but since all the energy 
is directed to the flowers little 
is left to establish a hardy, ro-
bust root system. If  you have 
success overwintering your 
garden mums, feel free to brag. 
If  your plants don’t survive or 
you don’t try, don’t worry. You 
are using them as a fall annu-
al as they were intended. This 
also provides space for new 
plants in the spring and an op-
portunity to try a different col-
or mum next fall.

Those mums sold as pe-
rennials are hardy enough to 
survive the winter and flower 
in late summer or early fall 
providing weeks of  color in 
the garden. They are often 
sold alongside other peren-
nials, labeled as perennials, 
or promoted as hardy for the 
area. Increase your success by 
planting them in spring. This 
allows the plant time to devel-
op a robust root system before 
it begins flowering in the fall 
which will increase its ability 
to survive cold winters. 

Place mums in an area with 
full sun and water thoroughly 
and often enough to keep the 
soil moist but not soggy wet. 
Check the soil in containers 
daily and water when the top 
few inches of  soil are starting 

to dry. Always use a contain-
er with drainage holes or a 
self-watering pot.

Increase overwintering 
success by leaving the plants 
intact in the garden over win-
ter.  Those gardening in colder 
regions may opt to cover the 
plants with evergreen boughs 
after the ground freezes, pro-
viding extra insulation.  Re-
move the mulch when tem-
peratures begin hovering 
above freezing. Whether cov-
ered or not, prune out the dead 
stems in spring as new growth 
appears.

Whatever you call them, add 
a few colorful mums to your fall 
displays. You are sure to enjoy 
the blast of  color they provide 
to your landscape before winter 
arrives. 

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including the recently 
released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” instant video 
and DVD series and the nation-
ally syndicated Melinda’s Gar-
den Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and her web-
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.
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MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com

Mums add seasonal color to the fall landscape.

Brighten your fall landscape with mums

WAYNE TUISKULA 

ANTIQUES

New Hampshire woman 
finds ‘life-changing’ 

painting from thrift shop

ing was one of 
four illustrations 
that Wyeth did for 
Helen Hunt Jack-
son's “Ramona,” 
which is about a 
Scottish-Native 
American orphan 
living in Cali-
fornia after the 
Spanish-Amer-
ican War. After 
consulting with 
Christine Pod-
maniczky, curator 
emerita of  the 
Brandywine Mu-
seum of  Art, Lew-
is determined it 
was an authentic 
Wyeth. The sell-
ers have chosen 
to remain anony-
mous, but Lewis 
did share some 
information about 
them. “They are 
not your typical 
art collectors,” 
she stated. The 
auction estimate 
is $250,000 and 
“this would be 
life-changing for 
them,” she added. 

Elsewhere in 
the United States, 
a gun created 
during the 1976 
Bicentennial for 
Elvis Presley re-
cently sold at auc-
tion, according 
to Fox Business 
News. The Smith 
& Wesson model 
53 was inlaid with 
silver and gold 
designs. The gun 
was heavily en-
graved with two 
silver stars. It was 
designed with an 
American flag 
and eagle below 
the hammer and 
marked “1776-
1976.” A golden 
Minuteman ap-
peared on one 
side of  the frame 
and Liberty Bell 
was on the back-
strap. It was de-
livered to Elvis on 
November 16, 1976 
before he passed 
away on August 
16, 1977. It brought 
nearly $200,000 at 
auction.

In news from 
across the pond, 
an uncorrect-
ed proof  copy 
of  “Harry Potter 
and the Philoso-
pher’s Stone” was 
recently sold by 
a British auction 
house. The proof 
book published 
by Bloomsbury 
Publishing was 
one of  only 200 
copies ever print-
ed. The title page 
misspelled JK 

Rowling’s name 
as JA Rowling. A 
primary school 
purchased it in a 
warehouse sale 
for £1 in 1997. The 
book had a white 
cover with a yel-
low band along 
the center and 
didn’t stand out 
among the other 
children’s books 
that featured 
brighter, more ap-
pealing covers. It 
appeared to have 
been barely read 
when the school 
pulled it from the 
shelves in 2002 af-
ter realizing that 
the book might 
have value due 
to the popularity 
of  Harry Potter. 
It was temporari-
ly misplaced and 
school officials 
feared it may have 
been discarded 
until they found 
it in 2015. The 
school recently 
consigned it to 
auction. It sold for 
£15,000 (approx-
imately $18,697 
U.S.), proving the 
adage that you 
can’t judge a book 
by its cover.

We’ll be auc-
tioning some 
books soon, but of 
the comic variety. 
Our toy and comic 
book online auc-
tion will begin lat-
er this month or in 
early October. Our 
next auction after 
that is scheduled 
for late October or 
early November 
and will include 
art, sterling silver, 
and a wide variety 
of  antiques and 
collectibles. We 
are still accepting 
coins and other 
consignments for 
that auction. I’ll 
also be teaching 
my “Evaluating 
your Antiques” 
class on Tuesday, 
October 3rd at 
Bay Path Adult 
Evening School in 
Charlton. Please 
visit our website 
https://central-
m a s s a u c t i o n s.
com for links to 
upcoming events.

Contact us at: 
Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Ap-
praiser Central 
Mass Auctions for 
Antique, Collect-
ibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services 
www.centralmas-
s a u c t i o n s . c o m 
(508-612-6111).

Still a strong fishing season as bird hunting looms

The weather sure has 
been hot for the last few 
weeks, but it should start 
to cool off  before you read 
this column. Fishing has 
been hot on the saltwater for 
many species, much like the 
weather. The tautog bite is 
getting better every day, and 
sea bass fishing is also stay-
ing strong. Catching limits 
of  seabass requires catch-
ing a lot of  throwbacks, but 
some impressive fish are be-
ing caught.

Reports of  schools of 
false albacore are coming in 
every day. Galilee, Rhode 
Island has been hot out in 
front of  the lighthouse and 
the shores around Matu-
nic, and the Charlestown 
Breachway are also produc-
ing a lot of  fish including a 
few bluefish.

This week’s two pictures 
show Milo Alexion with 
his bass he caught recent-
ly while fishing with his 
parents. His older brother 
Graham is shown holding 
his large brown trout. The 
Alexion family enjoy fish-
ing and some of  the results 
are shown in this week's two 
photos. Nice fish!

Striper fishing is good 
one day and a bit slow on an-
other, but anglers that know 
where and when to fish have 
enjoyed some great strip-
er fishing, although most 
need to be released because 
of  the slot limit size. As al-
ways, evening fishing is the 
best. The canal fishing is not 

for the elderly, as climbing 
over the rocks to get down 
to a good fishing spot can be 
dangerous, as most anglers 
know.

Pheasant hunting is only 
four weeks away, and sports-
men that have a good dog 
to hunt alongside, have had 
to do some early morning 
training before the season 
opens, and will pay off  when 
the season opens! There 
are a few Rod & Gun Clubs 
that are planning to open a 
bit earlier, but opening day 
in Mass. will be on October 
14, statewide.  This year Up-
land bird hunting will open 
on the same day as water-
fowl which could see some 
conflict among hunters. 
Woodcock hunting opens on 
October 2, if  you can find 
any birds in the area. The 

Blackstone Valley continues 
to lose a lot of  the habitat es-
sential for local and migrat-
ing birds like woodcock. Lo-
cal woodcock habitat in the 
Blackstone Valley area has 
taken a hard hit in the past 
10 years or more, and open 
covers continue to dwindle, 
mainly because of  construc-
tion of  new homes. Going 
North of  Worcester to hunt 
could provide some bet-
ter hunting opportunities.

Grouse are almost extinct 
in the Uxbridge area and 
surrounding towns. Areas 
like Petersham, Mass. do 
have a small population of 
grouse, and the farther you 
go North, their populations 
are still quite good.

If  you are looking for 
an area to hunt quail head-
ing towards the Cape is your 

best bet. A small population 
of  Grouse are still providing 
some good hunting, if  you 
know where to go.

Duck hunting in the 
valley opens on October 
14 along with the regular 
goose season. The two bird 
daily limit on geese this 
year is troublesome, but 
it is what it is. The early 
Canada goose season clos-
es September 22. The youth 
waterfowl hunt opens Sep-
tember 13 and October 7. 
Early waterfowl season for 
active military and veterans 
is scheduled to be Septem-
ber 23 and 29. Always check 
your hunting abstracts be-
fore hunting any wild game.

Take A Kid Fishing & 
Keep them Rods Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

Courtesy photos

Milo and Graham Alexion, seen here, along with the entire family, enjoys fishing.
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Upton ~ Boni-
ta “Bonnie” (Bor-
ghesi) Breau, 
78, formerly of 
Sturbridge, died 
Tuesday, August 
29, 2023 at the 
Webster Manor 
Healthcare Fa-
cility in Webster, 
after a long ill-
ness.  

Bonnie’s hus-
band, Edmund Breau, died August 
14, 2011.  She is survived by her son, 
Steve Robert Blackmer and his wife, 
Lisa, of  Sandwich,MA; her daugh-
ters: Allison “Allie” Silvestri and her 
husband, Ed Lorange, of  Sturbridge; 
Darcy Costa and her husband, Todd, 
of  Dudley; and Rebecca Marcinek 
and her husband, Greg, of  Upton; a 
stepson, Ed J. Breau and his wife, 
Lori, of  Dudley; 2 brothers: Thom-
as Borghesi and his wife, Joanne, of 
Old Saybrook, CT, and Steve Borghe-
si and his wife, Renee, of  Florida; 
7 grandchildren: Joshua (Ariana) 
Proulx, Aaron Proulx, Lachell Sil-
vestri, Meghan Blackmer, Nicole 
Blackmer, Ryan (Kaleigh) Costa, and 
Emily Costa; and   step-grandchil-
dren: Ed, Nicky, Melissa, Chelsea, 
and Isaah.

Born in Jersey City, NJ, on Febru-

ary 6, 1945, Bonnie is the daughter of 
the late Boris and Doris Evelyn (El-
liott) Borghesi.  She was a graduate 
of  Southbridge High School with the 
class of  1963.  She drove school buses 
for the town of  Sturbridge for many 
years, a “job” that she really loved.  
Among her many hobbies and in-
terests, Bonnie enjoyed gardening, 
cooking, and baking; She especial-
ly liked making cookies.  She also 
loved lighthouses, photography, and 
quilting.  She was an accomplished 
artist and enjoyed painting.  She and 
Ed enjoyed the many trips they trav-
eled together. 

Sansoucy Funeral Home, 40 Mar-
cy Street, Southbridge is handling 
Bonnie’s funeral arrangements.  
Burial will be in Oak Ridge Ceme-
tery, Oak Ridge St., Southbridge, on 
Monday, September 18, 2023, with a 
graveside prayer service at 12:30PM.  
Please meet directly at the cemetery.  
There are no calling hours.  A cele-
bration of  life for Bonnie will imme-
diately follow the graveside service 
at Point Breeze, 114 Point Breeze 
Road, Webster, MA.  In lieu of  flow-
ers, the family asks that you kindly 
consider making a memorial dona-
tion in Bonnie’s name to the Web-
ster Manor Healthcare Facility, 745 
School Street, Webster, MA 01570.  
www.sansoucyfuneral.com

Bonita “Bonnie” Breau, 78
Southbridge...

Therese R. (Val-
lee) Fournier, 95 
died Thursday, 
September 7, 
2023, at South-
bridge Rehab 
& Health Care 
Center.  Her hus-
band of  nearly 
62 years was the 
late Armand E. 
Fournier who 

died May 11, 2012.  
She was born in Southbridge, 

January 20, 1928, daughter of  the 
late Osias and Laura D. (Fournier) 
Vallee. She was a lifelong member 
of  Notre Dame Church of  St. John 
Paul II Parish. Mrs. Fournier was 
a retired office secretary and a for-
mer Nurse’s Aide at Southbridge 
Rehab & Health Care Center (Radius 
Health Care) for many years, prior 
to retirement.

She leaves her son Ronald Fourni-
er and his wife Eve of  Lawton, OK, 
and 3 daughters Louise Leighton 
of  Taylorsville, NC, Linda Julien 
of  Spencer, and Faye Hunnew-
ell of  Leesburg, FL, 15 grandchil-
dren, 14 great-grandchildren, and 3 
great-great-grandchildren.  She also 
leaves her 2 brothers George Vallee 
of  Southbridge, and Norman Vallee 

and his wife Sue of  Southbridge, 
her daughter-in-law Ann Fournier 
of  Southbridge, and many nieces 
and nephews.  She was predeceased 
by her daughter Patricia Fournier 
(2020), and 3 sons: Charles Fournier 
(2017), Michael Fournier (2008), and 
Gerald J. Fournier (2014), her broth-
ers Raymond Vallee, Roger Vallee 
and her sisters Pauline Fournier, 
and Jacqueline Cody.

Mrs. Fournier enjoyed crochet-
ing, knitting, and loved spending 
time with family and friends.

The funeral will be Friday, Sep-
tember 15, 2023, from Sansoucy Fu-
neral Home, 40 Marcy Street, South-
bridge, with a Mass at 10:30AM at 
Notre Dame Church, (of  St. John 
Paul II Parish), 446 Main Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550.  A calling 
hour at the funeral home will be 
held prior to the Mass from 9:15-
10:15am.  Burial will follow at New 
Notre Dame Cemetery, 746 N. Wood-
stock Road, Southbridge.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family asks that you 
kindly consider making a memori-
al donation to either St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38501, or 
St. John Paul II Parish, 279 Hamil-
ton Street, Southbridge, MA 01550.  
www.sansoucyfuneral.com

Therese R. Fournier, 95

Harriet Trianthe 
Xanthakos died on Au-
gust 25, 2023. She was 
born on April 29, 1944 
in Southbridge, Massa-
chusetts to James and 
Mary (Mitsakos) Xan-
thakos.

Harriet was prede-
ceased by her sister 
Jeanne X. Kasperson in 
2002, and her daughter 
Sara Simmons in 2016. 
She is survived by her 
daughter Rebecca Sim-
mons (Mike) and grand-
son David Frey; her sib-
lings, Helen Xanthakos 
of  Southbridge, Harry 
Xanthakos of  NYC, 
Christine Xanthakos 
(James R.) Scrimgeour 
of  West Hartford, CT, 
Kay Sunday Xanthakos 
(Bruce Southworth) 
of  NYC, and Stella 
Xanthakos (Michael 
Malkovich) of  Holyoke, 
MA; nieces and neph-
ews Demetri Kasper-

son, Kyra Litschauer, 
J.D. Scrimgeour, Xan-
thi Scrimgeour, Jamie 
Scrimgeour, J. Michael 
X. Southworth, Kayla 
Z. X. Southworth, Nich-
olas X. Malkovich, Mi-
kal X. Malkovich, Anna 
Proctor, Barb Sim-
mons-Telford, Charlie 
Simmons, Janet Rowe, 
Andrew Shawyer, Anna 
Shawyer, Susanne 
Shawyer, and Lindsay 
Fawcett. 

Harriet was Vice 
President of  the 1962 
graduating class from 
Southbridge High 
School. She attended 
Boston University, and 
Ryerson University 

in Toronto, Canada, 
where she studied pho-
tography. 

She was a dedicat-
ed mother with many 
creative interests – ba-
tik, patchwork, pottery, 
photography – which 
she explored profes-
sionally before she 
found her calling as a 
Storyteller in Toronto. 
She was a Unitarian 
Universalist lay chap-
lain for several years, 
and was part of  many 
dedications, weddings, 
and celebrations of  life. 
She presented stories 
and workshops at li-
braries, festivals, and 
conferences from New-

foundland to the Yukon. 
She worked with new 
parents and English as 
a Second Language stu-
dents, won first prize 
in a Toronto photogra-
phy contest in 1987, and 
traveled to Vienna as 
a delegate to a United 
Nations conference re-
lated to women’s rights. 
A short story about her 
childhood in South-
bridge was published 
in “Chicken Soup for 
the Parent’s Soul.” She 
knew folktales from 
more than thirty coun-
tries and was part of 
the Toronto Public Li-
brary’s Dial-A-Story 
program. 

Harriet was re-
turned to the earth in a 
green burial on August 
31, 2023, at Royal Oak 
Burial Park in Victoria, 
BC. A tree will be plant-
ed in the fall.

Please consider 
making a donation to 
the Huronia Land Con-
servancy or another 
organization devoted to 
preserving wild places.

Condolences may be 
mailed to the Xantha-
kos Family, 65 Charl-
ton Street, Apartment 
1, Southbridge, MA 
01550, or shared at 
www.McCallGardens.
com.

Harriet Trianthe Xanthakos

OBITUARIES

Town of Sturbridge
Board of Selectmen

Public Hearing
The Town of Sturbridge Board of 
Selectmen in accordance with M.G.L. 
Ch. 148, Section 13, hereby give 
notice that a public hearing will be held 
on Monday, October 2, 2023 at 6:35 
p.m. for the application of The Town 
of Sturbridge for an amended license 
for gas tanks with flammable mate-
rials located at 1 New Boston Road 
Extension, Sturbridge, MA 01566. 
The public hearing will take place at 
the Town Hall, 2nd floor, Veteran’s 
Memorial Hall located at 308 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566.
September 15, 2023

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission

Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation 
Commission will hold a public meeting 
on Wednesday September 27, 2023, 
at 7:00 PM to review a Notice of Intent 
submitted by Katarina Muska. The 
Notice of Intent is requesting to demol-
ish an existing garage and build a new 
garage in the same location.  
Project Location: 49 John Haley 
Road, Brimfield, MA (Assessor’s Map 
8-C-5)
Meeting Location:  Public Participation 
will be In-Person at the Town Hall at 21 
Main Street in Brimfield, MA 01010 on 
September 13, 2023, at 7:00 PM.
Any person(s) interested or wishing 

to be heard on this request should 
appear at the time and place desig-
nated.  A copy of the permit appli-
cation and plan may be inspect-
ed at the Brimfield Town Annex 
in the Conservation Commission 
Office, Salisbury Annex Building, 
2nd Floor, 23 Main Street, Brimfield, 
MA 01010 or contact the office at 
413-245-4100 ext. 1101.  
Roger deBruyn & Joseph Venezia 
Co-Chairs		
05/22/2023
CC: Board of Health
Planning Board
September 15, 2023

BOROUGH of DANIELSON
 DANIELSON FIRE STATION- 

SECOND FLOOR HVAC UPGRADES
INVITATION TO BID

The Borough of Danielson will receive 
sealed bids in triplicate on or before 
4:00 p.m. EST., Wednesday, October 
11, 2023 at the Office of the Killingly 
Town Manager, 172 Main Street, 
Danielson, CT  06239.  Said bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud at 4:30 
p.m. at the Danielson Fire Station, 47 
Academy Street, 2nd Floor, Danielson, 
CT  06239.  Bids received after the 
posted cutoff date and time will not be 
accepted or opened.  Bidders may be 
present at the opening of bids.
Bids will be received for furnishing all 
labor, materials, tools and equipment 
necessary to complete the SECOND 
FLOOR HVAC upgrades of the 
Danielson Fire Station, 47 Academy 
Street, Danielson, CT 06239.  The 

contract will include HVAC upgrades 
and the addition of an Air Conditioning 
system on the second floor of the 
building, including all related electrical 
and mechanical work associated 
and all other work necessary for or 
incidental to completion of the project.  
The successful bidder will have until 
April 11, 2024 to complete the project, 
subject to equipment availability.
All bidders will be required to submit 
a security deposit in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the base bid, (Bid 
Bond or Certified Check made payable 
to the Borough of Danielson) which 
must accompany their bid.  A 100% 
Performance, Labor and Material 
Bond is also required.  All sureties 
must be listed on the most recent IRS 
circular 570.  Attention of bidders is 
directed to certain requirements of this 
contract which require payment of CT 
Department of Labor Prevailing Wage 
Rates.
 The successful bidder along with the 
subcontractors shall make a good faith 
effort, to the greatest extent feasible, 
that they employ, and contract small 
and minority contractors as defined 
by the State of Connecticut with 
regards to small and minority business 
enterprises.  In compliance with the 
State of Connecticut regulations, the 
bidder must be an affirmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer.  Minority/
Women’s business Enterprises are 
encouraged to apply.  The Borough 
of Danielson is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
All bidders are required to attend a 
pre-bid walk-through to be held on 

Wednesday, September 27, 2023                  
at 9:00 a.m.  at the Danielson Fire 
Station, 47 Academy Street, 2nd Floor, 
Danielson, CT 06239. 
Contractors  may  obtain copies  
of the  Plans and Specifications   
on   the   Borough   of   Danielson  
website at   https://www.
boroughofdanielson.org/rfps   
or   by email to duchesneau.b@
boroughofdanielson.org    
The Borough of Danielson reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive any informalities in bidding, when 
such action is deemed to be in the best 
interest of the Borough of Danielson 
and Danielson Fire Station.  All Bid 
Documents must be completely filled 
in when submitted. Any incomplete 
bids will be disqualified.  No bid shall 
be withdrawn for a period of sixty 
(60) days subsequent to the opening 
of bids, without the consent of the 
Borough of Danielson.
Partial funding for this project is 
provided by the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) and is administered by the 
State of Connecticut Office of Policy 
and Management.  Additional funds 
from the Borough of Danielson will be 
utilized to ensure completion of the 
project.
For further information, please contact 
Lucian Dragulski, Bemis Associates 
LLC at 860 667-3233 x 113.
Dated: September 8, 2023		
Brenda Duchesneau, Administrator
Borough of Danielson	
September 14, 2023
September 15, 2023

LEGALS
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CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
 In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on September 27, 2023, 
at 7PM on the application of Amanda 
McDermott
The applicant has filed for a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for 
the removal and replacement of an 
existing shed, walkway, driveway and 
stairs within 40ft of Resource Area. The 
project location is: 85 Lakeview Drive, 
Charlton, MA 01507
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who wish 
to participate can access the meeting 
remotely, via Zoom Conferencing by 
calling 1-646 558 8656 and using 
meeting ID # 892 9898 0343 Passcode 
458971 or using the link below 
https://us02web.zoom. 
us/j/89298980343?pwd= 
VjlMZGlhUGRn 
YzRkR1c2eTJTL3lWZz09
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
electronically by visiting this Website: 
https://www.townofcharlton.net/262/
Conservation-Commission
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
September 14, 2023

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Maria Zikos to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Family Choice Mortgage 
Corporation, dated September 20, 2007 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 41841, Page 287, as modified 
by a certain modification agreement 
dated March 21, 2018, and recorded 
with said Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
58690, Page 57, of which mortgage the 
undersigned is the present holder, by 
assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Family 
Choice Mortgage Corporation to Green 
Tree Servicing LLC, recorded on May 
25, 2011, in Book No. 47424, at Page 
351 
Ditech Financial LLC f/k/a Green Tree 
Servicing LLC to NewRez LLC d/b/a 
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing, record-
ed on December 31, 2019, in Book No. 
61686, at Page 374 
NewRez LLC f/k/a New Penn Financial 
LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing to DLJ Mortgage Capital, 
Inc., recorded on January 25, 2022, in 
Book No. 67000, at Page 136 
for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on October 2, 
2023, on the mortgaged premises 
located at 60 Bruce Lane, Southbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land with the buildings thereon 
located in Southbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, situated on the 
northwesterly side of Bruce Lane and 
the easterly side of High Street, being 
Lot 58 on proposed plan and profile of 
Bruce Lane by H. A. Racicot, P.E. and 
L.S. dated October 24, 1966, and filed 
with the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 307, Plan 54, 
bounded as follows: 
NORTHERLY by Lot 56 on said plan 
74.75 feet and by Lot 55 on said plan 
105.95 feet; 
SOUTHEASTERLY by Bruce Lane, 
150 feet; 
SOUTHERLY by Lot 59 on said plan, 
142.86 feet; 
WESTERLY by High Street in two 
courses 77.90 feet and 72.10 feet.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed 
recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 

in Book 36525, Page 51.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water and 
sewer liens and any other munici-
pal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having priority 
over said mortgage, whether or not ref-
erence to such restrictions, easements, 
improvements, liens or encumbrances 
is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand  ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank check will 
be required to be paid by the purchaser 
at the time and place of sale.  The bal-
ance is to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, P.C., 150 
California St., Newton, Massachusetts 
02458, or by mail to P.O. Box 610389, 
Newton Highlands, Massachusetts 
02461-0389, within thirty (30) days 
from the date of sale.  Deed will be pro-
vided to purchaser for recording upon 
receipt in full of the purchase price.  
The description of the premises con-
tained in said mortgage shall control in 
the event of an error in this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced at 
the sale.
DLJ MORTGAGE CAPITAL, INC
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
23728
September 7, 2023
September 14, 2023
September 21, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P3099EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Mae Dawn Suminski 
Also known as: Mae D. Suminski

Date of Death: 08/09/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Dona Mae Nashawaty  of Sutton MA 
requesting that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Dona Mae Nashawaty  of Sutton MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without  
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/10/2023.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 

First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 05, 2023
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 14, 2023

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE
	 By virtue of and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Jeannette 
S. Curboy to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
dated January 4, 2007 and record-
ed in Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
40484, Page 344 (the “Mortgage”) 
of which mortgage Mortgage Assets 
Management, LLC is the present hold-
er by Assignment from Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A. to Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
D/B/A Champion Mortgage Company 
dated October 3, 2017 and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
57834, Page 292, and Assignment 
from Nationstar Mortgage LLC D/B/A 
Champion Mortgage Company to 
Mortgage Assets Management, LLC, its 
successors and assigns dated October 
20, 2022 and recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 68377, Page 85, for 
breach of conditions of said mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged premises located 
at 108 Mashapaug Road, Sturbridge, 
MA 01566 will be sold at a Public 
Auction at 12:00 PM on September 22, 
2023, at the mortgaged premises, more 
particularly described below, all and 
singular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:
The land in Sturbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, situated on the 
northeasterly side of the 1961 relocation 
of Mashapaug Road, Bounded as follows: 
Beginning at a Worcester County 
Highway Bound In the ground on the 
northeasterly side line of the 1961 
Worcester County relocation of 
Mashapaug Road, said being opposite 
station 96 72.29 on said relocation plan; 
Thence westerly and northerly on a 
curve along the north-easterly side line 
of Mashapaug Road., said curve hav-
ing a radius of 1160 feet for a distance 
of 350.30 feet to an Iron pipe in the 
ground;
Thence N. 40 degrees 00’ E. along land 
of grantor, 372.8 feet to an Iron pipe in 
the ground on the north-easterly side 
line of an old Coach Road;
Thence south-easterly along the 
north-easterly side of said Coach 
Road., about 381 feet to an iron pipe 
in the ground;
Thence S. 30 degrees 38’ W. along 
other land of Grantor 420.0 feet to an 
iron pipe in the ground on the north-
easterly side line of Mashapaug Road;
Thence N. 54 degrees 56’ 35° W. 
along the north-easterly side line of 
Mashapaug Road, 96.1 feet to the 
Worcester County Bound in the 
ground at the point of beginning. 
Excepting therefrom Lot 1A as 
shown on Plan dated December 
7, 1990 and recorded in said 
Registry in Plan Book 644, page 1. 
Subject to all rights, restrictions, reserva-
tions, and easements of record Insofar 
as the same are in forced and applicable. 
	 For mortgagor’s title see deed 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 12072, Page 305.
	 The premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all unpaid taxes and 
other municipal assessments and liens, 
and subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of record 
entitled to precedence over this mort-
gage, and subject to and with the ben-
efit of all easements, restrictions, res-
ervations and conditions of record and 
subject to all tenancies and/or rights of 
parties in possession.
	 Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or 
certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder to sign writ-
ten Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid; balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale at the 
offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 Chelmsford 

Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be designated by 
mortgagee.  The description for the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Mortgage Assets Management, LLC
Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Curboy, Jeannette S., 23-042583
August 31, 2023
September 7, 2023
September 14, 2023

PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
166, §22F notice is hereby given of a 
public hearing to be held by the Town 
Manager on October 2, 2023 at 1:00 
p.m. in the George Parent Meeting 
Room, second floor of the Town Hall, 
41 Elm Street, in regards to a petition 
filed by National Grid for the following 
Order for JO Pole relocation:
Fairlawn Ave:
Massachusetts Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid and Verizon New 
England, Inc., requests permission to 
locate poles, wires and fixtures, includ-
ing the necessary sustaining and pro-
tecting fixtures along and across the 
following public way: Fairlawn Ave. 
– National Grid to install 1 JO Pole 
on Fairlawn Ave. beginning at a point 
approximately 530 feet west of the cen-
terline of the intersection of Charlton 
St. and continuing approximately 20 
feet in a north direction.  Install pole 
on Fairlawn Ave. roughly 50 feet north-
west of existing Pole #4 across the 
street to service 43 Fairlawn Ave.
Anyone wishing to be heard regarding 
this petition will be given the opportu-
nity to speak.
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
Jack Jovan, Town Manager
September 14, 2023

(SEAL)
C O M M O N W E A LT H  O F 
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT
Docket 23 SM 003332
ORDER OF NOTICE
To:
Brian F. Haggerty aka Brian Haggerty
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Wilmington Trust, National Association, 
not in its individual capacity, but solely 
as Owner Trustee of OSAT Trust 2021-
1
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 406 Main 
Street, given by Brian F. Haggerty 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Family 
Choice Mortgage Corporation, its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated October 
13, 2005, and recorded in Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 37560, Page 314, and 
now held by plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.  If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer in 
this court at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before October 
16, 2023, or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompliance with the Act. 
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of this Court on August 31, 
2023.
Attest:	
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
22-004210
September 14, 2023

LEGALS
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Ruth Wells Center for the 
Arts to hold tag sale

The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, 111 Main St. in South-
bridge, is holding a tag sale on the spacious front lawn, from 
10am to 4pm on Saturday, Sept 16. There will be an assort-
ment of  collectibles, clothes, records and other treasures. 
Also on Saturday, the galleries will be open with the mem-
bers exhibit featured. This show includes paintings, photos, 
prints, fabric art and sculpture- all created by local artists. 
All are welcome- there is no admission fee. Not far from the 
Ruth Wells Center is the town common, which will host the 
Autumn Fest-the Southbridge Business Partnership event. 
Join us for an exciting day in Southbridge- outdoor tag sale 
and inside gallery show at 111 Main St- then on to the South-
bridge Common for more fun.

Local residents to participate in 
Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk
Six residents from Stur-

bridge, eight from Charlton and 
one from Southbridge will par-
ticipate in the Boston Marathon 
Jimmy Fund Walk presented by 
Hyundai on Sunday, October 1.

Christine DiGregorio, Don-
na Monico, Joseph Lombardi, 
Tina Young, Marie Conant, and 
David Darrin of  Sturbridge, as 
well as Emily Clifford, Deb Fab-
rizio, Susan  Tarasiak, Carolyn 
Olson, Jamie Zeveska, John 
Tarasiak, Bobbi-Jo Smith, and 
Jennifer Sizelove of  Charlton, 
and Britany Houatchanthara of 
Southbridge, along with thou-
sands of  other walkers, will 
participate in the iconic annual 
event that will unite the com-
munity to raise funds to sup-
port all forms of  adult and pedi-
atric care and cancer research 
at the nation’s premier cancer 
center, Dana-Farber Cancer In-
stitute. The Jimmy Fund Walk 
has raised more than $167 mil-
lion for Dana-Farber Cancer 
in its 34-year history, raising a 
record-breaking more than $8.8 
million in 2022.

 
“Throughout the past 34 

years, the Jimmy Fund Walk 
has continuously supported 
life-saving research and cancer 
care at Dana-Farber. The 2023 
Walk will be held during the 
Jimmy Fund’s 75th anniversa-
ry year and will aim to raise $9 
million in the effort to prevent, 
treat, and defy cancer,” said 
Zack Blackburn, Director of  the 
Jimmy Fund Walk. “This year 
also marks the 35th annual Jim-
my Fund Walk. We are eager to 

get out on the course and see all 
our outstanding walkers and 
teams come together to support 
this great cause.”

 
The Jimmy Fund Walk is the 

only organized walk permit-
ted on the famed Boston Mara-
thon® course, and participants 
have the flexibility to choose 
from four distance options: 5K 
walk (from Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute’s Longwood Medical 
Campus), 10K walk (from New-
ton), Half  Marathon walk (from 
Wellesley), and Marathon walk 
(from Hopkinton).

 
Whatever route walkers 

choose, participants will be 
treated to 10 refueling stations 
as well as poster-sized photo-
graphs of  patients – Jimmy 
Fund Walk Heroes – displayed 
at each mile and half-mile mark-
er as inspiration. All four routes 
of  the Jimmy Fund Walk will 
culminate at the Jimmy Fund 
Walk Finish Line Powered by 
Schneider Electric. Due to con-
struction in Copley Square, the 
Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line 
location has been moved to the 
Fenway neighborhood for 2023. 
Walkers should know that dis-
tances may be slightly shorter 
as we finish the walk in front 
of  Fenway Park. The finish line 
will include a celebration com-
plete with food, music, and a 
speaking program.

 
If  walkers wish to partici-

pate a bit closer to home, the 
Jimmy Fund Walk has flexible 
opportunities. Participants can 
also join the event virtually by 

“walking their way” from wher-
ever they are most comfort-
able—in their neighborhood, 
on a favorite hiking trail, or on 
a treadmill at home. Materials 
to support Virtual Walkers are 
available.

 
To register to walk or vol-

unteer (#JimmyFundWalk) or 
to support a walker, visit www.
JimmyFundWalk.org or call 
(866) 531-9255. Registrants can 
enter the promo code NEWS for 
$5 off  the registration fee. All 
registered walkers will receive 
a bib, medal, and a Jimmy Fund 
Walk T-shirt.

 
About the Jimmy Fund
The Jimmy Fund, celebrat-

ing its 75th anniversary in 
2023, is comprised of  commu-
nity-based fundraising events 
and other programs that, 
solely and directly, benefit Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute’s 
lifesaving mission to provide 
compassionate patient care 
and groundbreaking cancer re-
search for children and adults. 
The Jimmy Fund is an official 
charity of  the Boston Red Sox, 
the Massachusetts Chiefs of  Po-
lice Association, the Pan-Mass 
Challenge, and the Variety Chil-
dren's Charity of  New England. 
Since 1948, the generosity of 
millions of  people has helped 
the Jimmy Fund save countless 
lives and reduce the burden of 
cancer for patients and families 
worldwide. Follow the Jimmy 
Fund on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram: @TheJimmyFund.

Girl Scouts of Central and Western 
Massachusetts to welcome hundreds 

to annual Geek Is Glam
WORCESTER — 

Hundreds of  middle 
school girls and doz-
ens of  high school 
girls will convene at 
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute (WPI) October 
14, 2023 to celebrate Sci-
ence, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathemat-
ics at the Girl Scouts of 
Central and Western 
Massachusetts Geek 
Is Glam (GIG) STEM 
Event and it’s not too 
late to participate.

 
The day-long inter-

active STEM confer-
ence for girls in grades 
4 through 12 is hosted 
by Girl Scouts of  Cen-
tral and Western Mas-
sachusetts (GSCWM) 
and WPI with over 60 
area education and 
adventure collabora-
tors. Participants will 
be exposed to some of 
the area’s top scientific 
and engineering minds 
as they engage in the 
hands-on aspect of  ex-

ploration and discov-
ery while they build, 
explore, assemble and 
imagine.  The day 
kicks off  at 9 AM with 
Keynote speakers Dai-
sha Ramos-Ortiz, WPI 
freshman and five-time 
Geek Is Glam partic-
ipant and Ms. Massa-
chusetts 2023 Chelsea 
Vuong.

 
Participants will 

spend the day in in-
teractive workshops, 
demonstrations, and 
hands-on exhibits pre-
sented by: Cummings 
School of  Veterinary 
Medicine at Tufts Uni-
versity, The Discovery 
Museums, New En-
gland Sci-Tech, UMa-
ss Amherst Polymer 
Science and Engineer-
ing, WCVB Channel 5 
Boston, Sub Zero Nitro-
gen Ice Cream, and New 
England Botanic Gar-
den at Tower Hill,  to 
name a few. From Mys-
tic Aquarium to Morse 

Code, from rainbows 
to robots, girls will be 
engaged in interactive 
activities, games and 
displays.

 
For more informa-

tion and to register go 
to https://www.gscwm.
org/en/discover/ac-
tivities/special-events.
html or call 413-584-
2602. The fee is $45 per 
girl in grades 4-8 and 
$50 per girl in grades 
9-12 and includes 
lunch, snacks, a Geek 
is Glam t-shirt, draw-
string backpack, and 
an exclusive Geek is 
Glam patch. Financial 
assistance is available. 
No previous Girl Scout 
experience necessary 
to attend. 

Registration closes 
September 18.

 
For a Full List of  Ac-

tivities visit
http://www.gscwm.

org/en/events/spe-
cial-events/geek.html

 
About Girl Scouts 

of  Central & Western 
Massachusetts

Girl Scouts of  Cen-
tral and Western Mas-
sachusetts serves over 
5,000 girls in grades K 
through 12 with the 
strong support of  3,000 
adult volunteers in 186 
towns and cities in cen-
tral and western Mas-
sachusetts. Girl Scouts’ 
mission is to build 
girls of  courage, con-
fidence, and character 
who make the world a 
better place. Since 1912, 
girls have explored new 
fields of  knowledge, 
learned valuable skills, 
and developed strong 
core values through 
Girl Scouts. Today, Girl 
Scouts is, as it always 
has been, the organi-
zation best positioned 
to help girls develop 
important leadership 
skills they need to be-
come successful adults.

Please join the library for the Armchair Travelers Book 
Group Kick-off  event on Wednesday, September 20 from 
6:30pm to 7:30pm.

A Perky Pairing: Coffee and Chocolate

In this fun, educational workshop, participants will hear 
about the health benefits of  both dark chocolate and coffee, 
and where they come from. Decaf  coffee (provided) with 
be paired with different chocolate varieties throughout the 
class. Each person will receive a coffee-chocolate tasting 
wheel to help throughout the tasting. The interesting histo-
ry of  both coffee and chocolate and its pioneers will be dis-
cussed. How the cacao bean and the coffee bean transform 
into chocolate and coffee respectively is also highlighted, 
as well as, exploring a variety of  brewing methods. Finally, 
there will be a discussion of  coffee’s timeline, how coffee is 
“taken” around the globe, the very first Baristas and much 
more.

The presenter, Kim Larkin, has been teaching creative 
workshops for over 20 years and her passion is sharing her 
experience with others. She is a licensed commercial Choc-
olatier and a NAHA (National Association of  Holistic Aro-
matherapy) certified Aromatherapist. Kim is also certified 
by the Specialty Coffee Association in Coffee Foundations 
and is a lifelong Tea Aficionado. She believes healing teas 
and coffee are truly "aromatherapy in a cup"!

The Monk of  Mokha

After the coffee and chocolate presentation, there will be 
a brief  discussion of  author Dave Eggers book The Monk of 
Mokha. This book is the incredible true story of  a young Ye-
meni American man. Mokhtar Alkhanshali is twenty-four 
and working as a doorman when he discovers the aston-
ishing history of  coffee and Yemen’s central place in it. He 
leaves San Francisco and travels deep into his ancestral 
homeland to tour terraced farms high in the country’s rug-
ged mountains and meet beleaguered but determined farm-
ers. But when war engulfs the country and Saudi bombs 
rain down, Mokhtar has to find a way out of  Yemen without 
sacrificing his dreams or abandoning his people.

Books are available in multiple formats at the library. 
Registration is required. To register, you can stop by the li-
brary or go to sturbridgelibrary.org. You can also call us at 
508-347-2512. Sponsored by the Friends of  the JHPL.

Joshua Hyde Public 
Library

Sturbridge Historical Society 
presents a tour of the Historic 
Sturbridge Common Sept. 21

The Town Common has been a central part of  Stur-
bridge since the Town’s incorporation in 1738. This 
walk, set for Saturday, Sept. 21 at 10 a.m., will explore the 
history of  the Common through its built environment. 
Meet at the Gazebo on the Common. Rain cancels. To 
register, call or text (508) 864-6319.

Southbridge’s Maldonado, Charlton’s Trainor 
named to SNHU Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Karla Maldonado of 
Southbridge and Erin Trainor of  Charlton have 
been named to Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity's Summer 2023 Dean’s List. The summer 
terms run from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students who have 
earned a minimum grade-point average of  3.500 
to 3.699 for the reporting term are named to the 
Dean’s List. Full-time status is achieved by earn-
ing 12 credits over each 16-week term or paired 
8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring, and 
summer.

Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) 

is a private, nonprofit institution with a 90-year 
history of  educating traditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now serving more than 
170,000 learners worldwide, SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 accredited undergraduate, graduate 
and certificate programs, available online and 
on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH. Rec-
ognized as one of  the "Most Innovative" regional 
universities by U.S. News & World Report and one 
of  the fastest-growing universities in the country, 
SNHU is committed to expanding access to high 
quality, affordable pathways that meet the needs 
of  each learner. Learn more at www.snhu.edu.
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SNHU 
Announces 

Summer 2023 
President's List

MANCHESTER, N.H. — It is with 

great pleasure that Southern New 

Hampshire University (SNHU) con-

gratulates the following students on 

being named to the Summer 2023 Pres-

ident's List. The summer terms run 

from May to August.

Full-time undergraduate students 

who have earned a minimum grade-

point average of  3.700 and above for the 

reporting term are named to the Presi-

dent's List. Full-time status is achieved 

by earning 12 credits over each 16-week 

term or paired 8-week terms grouped in 

fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Marysol Cruz of  Southbridge

Amanda Alicea Aviles of  South-

bridge

Gregory Swift of  Charlton City

Lucas Lanier of  Charlton

Allison Menard of  Charlton

Karyssa Thompson of  Charlton

Southern New Hampshire Univer-

sity (SNHU) is a private, nonprofit in-

stitution with a 90-year history of  ed-

ucating traditional-aged students and 

working adults. Now serving more 

than 170,000 learners worldwide, SNHU 

offers approximately 200 accredited 

undergraduate, graduate and certif-

icate programs, available online and 

on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, 

NH. Recognized as one of  the "Most 

Innovative" regional universities by 

U.S. News & World Report and one of 

the fastest-growing universities in the 

country, SNHU is committed to expand-

ing access to high quality, affordable 

pathways that meet the needs of  each 

learner. Learn more at www.snhu.edu.

Sturbridge Cultural Council 
accepting grant proposals 

until October 17
S t u r b r i d g e 

Cultural Council 
is seeking propos-
als to fund cultur-
al programming 
for a variety of 
ages and interests 
throughout the 
year, including 
music and dance 
performances, vi-
sual arts exhibits 
and workshops, 
and school-based 
events. Organiza-
tions, schools, and 
individuals may 
apply for grants 
that support cul-
tural activities in 

the community. 
P r o p o s a l s 

are due by Oc-
tober 17. To find 
out more and/
or apply, vis-
it: https://mass-
culturalcouncil.
org/local-coun-
cil/Sturbridge/. 
For more infor-
mation on the ap-
plication process 
visit:  https://
m a s s c u l t u r a l -
c o u n c i l . o r g /
communities/lo-
cal-cultural-coun-
c i l - p r o g r a m /
application-pro-

cess/.
If  you have any 

questions about 
the application 
process or are in-
terested in learn-
ing more about 
the Sturbridge 
Cultural Coun-
cil, please con-
tact sturbridge-
culturalcouncil@
gmail.com. The 
Council was 
pleased to offer 
many in-person 
events last year 
and looks forward 
to offering inno-
vative program-

ming in 2024.
The Sturbridge 

Cultural Council 
is a local branch 
of  the Mass Cul-
tural Council 
(MCC). MCC’s Lo-
cal Cultural Coun-
cil program is the 
largest grassroots 
cultural funding 
network in the 
nation, support-
ing thousands of 
community-based 
projects in the 
arts, humanities, 
and sciences an-
nually. 

Phantoms by Firelight, a 
Halloween experience, returns to 

Old Sturbridge Village
Phantoms by Fire-

light, a Halloween expe-
rience of  epic and eerie 
proportions, returns to 
Old Sturbridge Village 
for 12 weekend nights of 
spooky entertainment, 
Friday through Sunday, 
October 6-29 from 4:30-9 
p.m.

As the sun sets at 
Old Sturbridge Village, 
guests are invited to ex-
plore the myths and folk-
lore of  Halloween while 
navigating the museum 
by night. Learn about 
the history of  Halloween 
traditions, play games, 
find treats, and listen to 
ghost stories by the bon-
fire. Plus, be entertained 
by the spectacle of  aerial 
performers, fire breath-
ers, and acrobats as they 
take over the Village 
with their vampire-like 
ways. Visitors of  all ages 
are encouraged to show 

up in costume and show 
off  their Halloween best.

For 2023 there will be 
four completely new acts 
added to each nightly 
show.  Halloween fun for 
all ages includes:

Cyrkus Vampyr: Trav-
eling performers take 
over the entire Village 
landscape with their 
feats of  fire-defying 
dare. Whisperings of  fire 
throwers, acrobatics, ae-
rial dancers, and dark 
magicians have been 
heard about the town. 
Enjoy the captivating 
performances appearing 
from all corners of  the 
Village.

Clues & Candy: The 
Villages version of  trick-
or-treat! Collect all the 
stamps at various loca-
tions in the Village to 
reveal a finished image 
or travel around and an-
swer all the riddles and 

collect a bag of  candy 
and treats at the end.

Spooky Stories at the 
Bonfire: Join us for fam-
ily-friendly, spooky sto-
ries around the bonfire 
on the Village Common.

Haunted History: 
Learn about funeral 
traditions in the 1830s. 
Attend a wake, see cof-
fin-making in the Cabi-
netmaking shop, and see 
examples of  mourning 
jewelry and hairstyles. 
Learn about the history 
of  jack-o’-lanterns and 
other-worldly spirits, 
plus creepy cures for dis-
eases.

Grab a bite: When you 
are hungry or thirsty, 
stop in the Bullard Tav-
ern or the Ox & Yoke Café 
and enjoy a spooktacular 
menu created just for 
Phantoms by Firelight.

Harrington Auxiliary Car Show draws hundreds

A beautiful summer day Sunday, August 27, drew a crowd 
of  115 vintage, classic and otherwise unique vehicle owners 
to the Harrington Auxiliary’s 14th annual Car and Motorcy-
cle Show at Bogey’s Ice Cream Stand/Thompson Speedway 

in Thompson, CT.
The judges awarded trophies in several categories. The 

People’s Choice award was given to Jeff  Bradway of  Brim-
field, MA and his 1965 Maroon Pontiac GTO.

Courtesy photos

First Place GM

Courtesy photos

Best In Show Motorcycle

Courtesy photos

First Place Open Class

Courtesy photos

First Place Ford

Courtesy photos

Best Truck Award

Courtesy photos

People’s Choice Award

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
296 No. Main St, North Brookfield, MA  
01535               
Distribution:First Thursday 5 PM-6:30 
PM:Third Thursday 12 PM-1:15 PM                       

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint John Paul II Food Pantry
Saint Vincent de Paul
279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA  01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM, Wednes-
day 9 AM -11 AM

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
 RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM 
- Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 
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SPORTS

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Willis Perrault intercepts a Bartlett ball kicked down the 
field.

Nick Ethier photos

Braeden Lapointe of Bay Path controls the ball in the open field.

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Trent Szela slides in to gain possession of the ball.

Two goals per half help Bay Path defeat Indians in season opener
BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WEBSTER — 
Two goals scored 
in each half, in-
cluding a hat trick 
by Ryan Bray, was 
enough to propel 
the Bay Path boys’ 
varsity soccer 
team past Bartlett, 
4-0, in the season 
opener for both on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5. 
Bray scored both 
goals in the first 
half  and, after 
Trent Szela made 
it a 3-0 game early 
in the second half, 
Bray finished the 
scoring in the 77th 
minute.

David Martin-
son, head coach 
of  the Minute-
men, will be able 
to rely on Bray 
and Szela, both 
senior co-captains 
along with senior 
Shaun Mclaughlin 
and junior Bryce 
Hutchinson, for 
their explosive 
play in the middle 
of  the field.

“They’re very 
strong,” Martin-
son said of  Bray 
and Szela. “They 
can control the 
game for me. Just 
being seniors 
and taking it on 
their shoulders. 
With the seven or 
eight seniors that 
we lost last year, 
they’re stepping 
into that leader-
ship role.”

A majority of 
the seniors lost 
included a good 
chunk of  the de-
fensive unit, so 
Martinson was 
pleased to see the 
Minutemen pitch 
a shutout with 
new players step-
ping up.

“Good way to 
start. Coming 
back, I lost the 
majority of  my de-
fense. Trying dif-
ferent defenders in 
this first game was 
helpful. They kept 
it simple,” said 
Martinson.

Keeper Cayden 
Young is a first-
year starter, and 
he made 10 saves 
for the clean sheet.

Bay Path 
notched the 
game’s first goal 
in the 26th min-
ute when Dominic 
Paldino unleashed 
a shot toward 
Bartlett’s goal. 
There, keeper Kole 
Sebastyanski got 
his right hand on 
the ball, but Bray 
followed up the re-
bound and depos-
ited his shot into 
the net.

Then, nearing 
the end of  the first 
half, the Indians’ 
Adrian Tetzner 
nearly knotted the 
equalizer, but his 
shot was turned 
aside by Young, 
who dove to his 
right to make the 
save.

The Minute-
men then made it 
a 2-0 game just be-
fore halftime when 
Szela sent a nice 
pass in toward 
Bray, who received 
the ball and ulti-
mately scored.

Dan Bengtson taking over 
for longtime head coach 
Ryan Renauld. Bobby Phil-
lips and Keith Sebastyanski 
are Bengtson’s assistants.

“We don’t have the num-
bers right now, so we’re try-
ing to get the guys who are 
here to work hard and push 
as long as they can until 
they need to come out,” said 
Bengtson, which he believed 
did happen against Bay Path. 
“Even as the game went on, 
as they got tired, some kids 
that started off  slow started 
working harder.”

Bengtson was pleased 
with Sebastyanski’s play 
and his 25 saves.

“Cayden for the other 
team has been playing goal-
ie for years. This is Kole’s 
third, so I think he’s got 
great instincts,” said Bengt-
son. “Maybe he made a bad 
read here or there, but over-
all I think he has great in-
stincts and knows when to 
attack it, (and) he has great 
communication.”

Bengtson is adding boys’ 
varsity soccer head coach 
as one of  his many hats, as 
he also coaches the middle 
school boys’ basketball team 
in the winter and the boys’ 
tennis squad in the spring.

High School Notebook
Thursday, Sept. 7

Tantasqua 167, Millbury 197 — 
Opening its season at Pakachoag 
in Auburn, the Warriors defeated 
the Woolies in golf  by a combined 
30 strokes. Medalist honors went to 
Tantasqua’s Sam Pieczynski, who 
carded a 3-over par 39.

Saturday, Sept. 9

Marlborough 28, Tantasqua 21 — 
A fourth quarter rally enabled the 
Panthers to defeat the Warriors in a 
season opening football contest. Tan-
tasqua quarterback Adam Howe was 
17 of  24 passing for 249 yards and a 
pair of  scores, while Howe added an-
other 100 yards on the ground.

Monday, Sept. 11

Grafton 166, Tantasqua 169 — The 
Warriors’ golf  team hosted the Ga-
tors at Hemlock Ridge. There, Graf-
ton outplayed Tantasqua in a very 
close match, winning by three com-
bined strokes. CJ Chagnon (Grafton) 
and Sam Pieczynski (Tantasqua) 
shared medalist honors with 3-over 
par 39s. The Gators are 6-0, the War-
riors 1-1.

Annual Police vs. Fire Baseball Classic raises $15,750 for Why Me and Sherry’s House

Szela then 
opened the second 
half  with his goal, 
a perfectly placed 
shot from dis-
tance. Bray then 
got in tight for 
the final goal with 
mere minutes re-
maining.

Martinson, now 
in his 20th season 
at Bay Path, has 
seen his Minute-
men qualify for 
postseason play in 
16 of  his previous 
19 years. He, along 
with longtime 
assistant Robin 
Cotrona, hopes for 
Bay Path to do the 
same in 2023.

“That’s our 
goal again. We 
have Districts and 
States again this 
year, as well as the 
Vocational Tour-
nament that we 
want to get into,” 
Martinson said.

Martinson is 
pleased with the 
direction the pro-
gram is taking, 
which includes 
the numbers on 
the junior varsity 
team.

“We’re fortu-
nate that we a lot 
of  freshmen come 
in, so our JV pro-
gram we have a 
lot of  players. Get-
ting some depth 
there is going to 
be helpful with all 
of  these guys leav-
ing,” Martinson 
said of  his seven 
current seniors.

Bartlett, mean-
while, is under a 
new regime, with 

WORCESTER — To launch Childhood Can-
cer Awareness Month in September, the sec-
ond annual Police vs. Fire Baseball Classic, 
presented by Country Bank at Polar Park on 
Sunday, August 27, raised $15,750 for Why Me 
& Sherry’s House, a Worcester nonprofit that 
provides resources and support to children 
battling cancer and their families.

The Worcester Police Officers defeated the 
Worcester Firefighters 14–3 in nine innings.

As the home team, the Worcester Fire De-
partment selected Why Me & Sherry’s House 
to benefit from this year’s event in honor of 
retired Fire Captain Mark Wyco, who lost his 
daughter Bridget to childhood cancer in 1996.

After the game, the Worcester Red Sox and 
Country Bank presented the check for $15,750 
to Rebecca Kuczarski, the Executive Director 
of  Why Me & Sherry’s House.  

They also presented the 2023 Paul Scul-
ly Most Valuable Player Award to Officer 
Ty Sterner, a southpaw who allowed just 
two hits and one run in six innings pitched. 
The Worcester native, who has served in the 
Worcester Police Department for two years, 
was drafted by the Cincinnati Reds in the 23rd 
round of  the 2014 Major League Baseball June 
Amateur Draft from the University of  Rhode 
Island.  However, a pair of  Tommy John sur-
geries cut his professional baseball career 
short.

As the M.V.P., Officer Sterner won a Coun-
try Bank jersey, four V.I.P. tickets to a future 
WooSox game—at which he will be honored 

with the opportunity to throw a Ceremonial 
First Pitch—and a gift card to The Mercantile 
Restaurant.

“There was an extraordinary feeling at 
this year’s event,” said Dr. Charles A. Stein-
berg, President of  the Worcester Red Sox and 
the WooSox Foundation.  “Our first respond-
ers are the heart and soul of  Worcester, and 
we believe this friendly but competitive game 
will continue to grow into a civic treasure.  
We thank our friends and founding partners 
at Country Bank for collaborating with us yet 
again on what has become one of  the most 
fun—and impactful—events of  the year.”

“Country Bank is honored to partner with 
the Worcester Red Sox Foundation in present-
ing the Police vs. Fire game,” said Paul Scul-
ly, President and CEO of  Country Bank. “We 

have been a longtime supporter of  the Police 
and Fire Departments across the many mar-
kets we serve. The critical work these depart-
ments do each and every day truly makes a 
difference for our communities. It is also our 
privilege to support Why Me Sherry’s House 
with this year’s donation to assist them in the 
great work they do for Childhood Cancer.”

At the inaugural game September 26, 2022, 
$15,680 was raised for the Manny 267 Founda-
tion, which honors and celebrates the life of 
the late Worcester Police Officer Enmanuel 
“Manny” Familia, who made the ultimate 
sacrifice June 4, 2021, when he heroically 
dove into Green Hill Pond to attempt to save a 
drowning teenage boy.

In its first two years, the event raised $31,430 
for local causes that hit home for Worcester’s 
first responders.

Country Bank is one of  the WooSox’ 21 
founding partners.  The WooSox Foundation 
and Country Bank also collaborate on the 
“Most Valuable Teachers” (MVTs) program, 
which recognizes extraordinary teachers in 
the region, as well as the “WooStars” pro-
gram, which rewards nonprofits driving so-
cial change across Central Massachusetts.

So far in 2023, the WooSox Foundation has 
donated $88,760 toward the effort to conquer 
cancer.
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"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com
Fully Insured

ASPHALT PAVING

508-885-2581
Spencer, MA

SPORTS

Nick Ethier photos

From left, Tantasqua’s Eleanor Colati and 
Leicester’s Hannah Martin battle for the ball.

Nick Ethier photos

Eve Van Wickler of Tantasqua collects a pass 
with her left foot.

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Lilina Shiers prepares to trap the 
incoming ball with her body.

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Tess Chevalier boots the ball 
down the field.

Warriors open season strong, top hard working Leicester squad
BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

LEICESTER — Season openers in 
high school varsity soccer can often-
times produce sloppy play. Passes may 
be off  the mark, collecting those pass-
es may be missed and communication 
may be less than proficient. But, for 
Tantasqua Regional’s girls’ squad, it 
appeared as if  the Warriors had been 
playing all summer when they took on 
Leicester High on Friday, Sept. 8.

“Coming along well for game one,” 
said Tantasqua head coach Matthew 
Rickson instead of  the alternative, 
which he called a “nightmare.”

The Warriors controlled play in the 
first half  and, after a strong period of 
second half  action from the Wolver-
ines, they regrouped and finished off  a 
3-0 decision.

“We moved the ball well, and we 
were able to put the ball in the back 
of  the net. Usually, game one is a real 
tough time finding frame and causing 
unforced turnovers. As always, you’re 
going to have those, but they did well 
moving the ball and did well spreading 
out,” explained Rickson.

Tantasqua got on the scoreboard in 
the game’s 27th minute, when Lilina 
Shiers’ shot was turned aside by keeper 
Jill Rodrique. That resulted in a corner 
kick, and Eleanor Colati serviced the 
ball into Eleanor Leland, whose shot 
got past Rodrique.

Leicester hardly pressured the War-
riors’ net in the first half, as keeper 
Elizabeth Thompson was faced with 
just one shot as Tantasqua led 1-0 at the 
break.

“The second half  started much bet-
ter,” said Joe Mercier, head coach of  the 
Wolverines. “We made the corrections 
at halftime. The girls really took own-
ership of  what they needed to focus 
on and accomplish in the second half, 
which is play the way that we want to 
play.”

Leicester peppered the Warriors’ net 
to the tune of  four shots in the second 
half, but all were turned aside by Grace 
St. Laurent, who took over for Thomp-
son in the final 40-minute stanza. The 
Wolverines’ best chance came when St. 
Laurent dove to her left to stop a shot 
by Abby Baker. The rebound rolled out 
and Tantasqua defender Nicki Vejack 
cleared the rebound.

“They were taking it to us, and we 
weren’t getting past half,” said Rickson.

But all that changed in the 56th min-
ute when Kaydie O’Neil sent a pass over 
the Leicester defenders and to Shiers, 
who then slipped her shot by Rodrique.

“That is huge because that took the 
gas they had, all that drive,” Rickson 
said of  stopping the Wolverines’ mo-
mentum. “But Leicester did very well 
that second half. They were just un-
lucky they couldn’t get the ball in the 
back of  the net.”

The Warriors then put the game 
away with a goal in the 64th minute. 

Shiers nearly scored again, but Isa-
belle Alden followed up the rebound for 
her first varsity goal in her first varsi-
ty game.

Rickson noted that his team has ev-
erything from skilled upperclassmen 
to inexperienced underclassmen this 
season.

“I’ve got a young bench, got some ex-

perience on the field, got some injuries 
in the pocket, so we’ve got to iron it all 
out and be moving forward,” he said.

Leicester, meanwhile, never quit, a 
mantra that Mercier expects his squad 
to always attain.

“The second half  urgency, playing 
wise, was much better. Their fitness 
is really in a good spot right now,” he 
said. “This team will never stop work-
ing, and we’ll never stop running.

“I’m super excited for the season,” 
added Mercier. “We’re definitely on the 
younger side and we have some great 
senior and junior leadership as well. 
We have 15 (games) to go and we’re just 
going to go game-by-game.”

Brookfield native Cipro excels on mound in North Carolina
PINEVILLE, N.C. — Brookfield na-

tive Spencer Cipro, who played his high 
school baseball at Tantasqua Regional 
and for the Sturbridge Post 109 Ameri-
can Legion team, helped lead his colle-
giate summer team to a championship. 
The Pineville Porcupines, based in a 
suburb of  Charlotte, are a member of 
the Old North State League, a summer 
league for college players from around 
the country that plays its games across 
North Carolina. Managed by Chris 
Manriquez, the team finished the regu-
lar season with a 20-12 record and a bid 
at the league playoffs.

However, it wasn’t an easy road to the 
tournament for the Porcupines as they 
got off  to a rocky start, emphasized by 
a 13-inning one-run road loss in Mari-
on on opening night. Midway through 
June, the Pineville squad picked up 
some much-needed momentum, going 
7-3 to finish the month and were able to 
collect some important wins in heated 
contests against division rivals.

During this time the pitching staff 
rose to the occasion, affirmed by send-
ing five pitchers to the league all-star 
game. Among them was Cipro, who 
produced for the Porcupines all sum-
mer long. The 6-foot-5, 225-pound right-
hander finished the regular season 6-0 
on eight starts with 55 innings pitched, 
57 strikeouts, only 11 walks, and a 0.94 
ERA. During the summer, Cipro also 
found a new college baseball home, 
transferring from local Assumption 
University to top-ranked contender 
Belmont Abbey College in Belmont, 
N.C. All-star catcher Jackson Hugus of 
Presbyterian College was impressive 
behind the plate and the two formed 
an electric duo in the regular season. 
However, Cipro’s finest moments of 

the summer arrived during the playoff 
push.

When July arrived, the Porcupines 
had a decent record, but uncertain 
playoff  chances. Manriquez inspired 
his team to go on a run, defy the odds, 
and make the playoffs. With three di-
visions in the league only the top two 
record-holders of  each qualify for the 
tournament. Division leader Hender-
sonville sat atop the standings with a 
22-9 record, so the Porcupines had to 
square off  directly against rival Lexing-
ton who had a narrow lead for second 
in the standings. The Porcupines rat-
tled off  seven straight wins in the final 
weeks of  the season, leading to a battle 
with Lexington to decide the final play-
off  spot. In a true pitchers’ duel, Cipro 
took control, firing eight innings and 
taking the win while allowing only one 
run and one walk. This outcome was an 
exclamation point on an incredible un-

defeated streak by Pineville to close the 
regular season.

When the playoffs began, the Por-
cupine offense became just as much 
of  a force as the pitching staff. In the 
opening contest against the Sanford 
Spinners, the Pineville bats plated an 
unbelievable 17 runs in a blowout that 
saw pitchers pinch-hitting in the late 
innings.

Next, the Porcupines faced off 
against the Brunswick Surfin’ Turfs, 
owners of  the best overall record in the 
league. Cipro got the ball with a chance 
to send Pineville to the championship 
series with a win. The game began with 
a bang for Brunswick though as they 
hit a surprising three-run home run 
off  of  Cipro in the first inning. Then, 
in a performance that Cipro said he is 
most proud of, the right-hander bat-
tled back and fired six shutout innings 
and struck out 10 against a league-
best Brunswick offense. The game 
remained tied late into extra innings 
when the Porcupines surged ahead to 
take a heart-stopping 14-8 victory in an 
incredible comeback effort led by Hu-
gus and shortstop AJ Anderson.

After the drama of  the previous 
night, the Porcupines swept the Clay-
ton Clovers to win the Old North State 
League championship series. On a road 
paved by clutch-hit comebacks and 
huge pitching performances, Pineville 
arrived at the championship and took 
care of  business with statement win 
after statement win. For Spencer Cipro 
and the Porcupines, a fun rollercoaster 
summer of  intense baseball ended with 
hoisting a trophy above Jack D. Hughes 
Park in Pineville, N.C. on a perfect sum-
mer night.

Courtesy photo

Spencer Cipro
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stonebridgepress.news
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or goal — take an overseas trip, pay 
for a car or maybe even start on a 
path to entrepreneurship.

Making financial gifts to your 
grandchildren can be rewarding — 
for them and for you. So, consider 
the possibilities carefully and put 
your generosity to work.

Edward Jones, its employees and 

financial advisors cannot provide 
tax or legal advice. You should con-
sult your attorney or qualified tax 
advisor regarding your situation.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Trevor Nielsen, 
your local Edward Jones Advisor in 
Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trev-
or.nielsen@edwardjones.com
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Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

The function room is now open! 

SALMON OSCAR
Fri 9/15 & Sat. 9/16(after 5pm) 

Now booking holiday parties 
Any size from 10 to 250 guests

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $19.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 09/30/23

Hi! My name is Yomiah, 13, and 
I love music!

Yomiah is a happy and inquisitive 
boy who is described by those who 
know him best as sweet and kind 
with a love of music. He sings a vari-
ety of songs, from B-I-N-G-O to Lady 
Gaga, and will often listen to musical 
toys by holding them up to his ears. 
Yomiah is an active child who likes 
to play independently, and will also 
engage with adults by reaching for 
their hands and sitting in their laps.

Yomiah receives supportive ser-
vices to assist him in all areas of de-
velopment. He communicates using 

a combination of words, signs, and augmentative communication and is also 
working with tactile symbols and Braille. Yomiah benefits from individualized 
attention and support within a predictable and stable routine. He often sings 
specific songs to specific people, showing awareness and familiarity with 
them.

Yomiah will be best supported by a family who has a medical background, 
or a willingness to learn, and who is prepared to support and advocate for 
him throughout his life. Caregivers who are patient, nurturing, affectionate 
and strong advocates would be the best match for him.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/5871

Can I Adopt?  
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 

your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have 
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match 
you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and 
information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care.

Yomiah
Age 13

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

FINANCIAL
continued from page 8

S O U T H -
BRIDGE — Save 
the date! The 
Harrington Aux-
iliary will hold 
its 31st annual 
Lucky Duck and 
Family Fun Day, 
in conjunction 
with Southbridge 
Business Part-
nership’s Au-
tumnFest, on Sat-
urday, September 
16. The event 
takes place on 
the Southbridge 
Common begin-
ning at 10 am. 
The Lucky Duck 
Pluck takes place 
at 2 pm. 

Lucky Duck 
tickets will be 
available for 
purchase that 
day. One duck is 
$5; a “6-quack” 
is $25; a flock of 
13 ducks is $50. 
Awards include 
$1,000, $500, $300, 
$200, and $100 
for first, second, 
third, fourth and 
fifth prize, re-
spectively. The 
drawing takes 
place at 2 pm; 
winners do not 
have to be pres-
ent.

To purchase 
tickets now or for 
more informa-
tion, please call 
the Hospital Vol-
unteer office at 
508-765-9771 ext. 
6472.

The Auxilia-
ry extends spe-
cial thanks to 
our corporate 
sponsors for the 
Lucky Duck and 

Harrington Auxiliary 
to hold Lucky Duck 
and Family Fun Day 

Sept. 16

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy Director 
serving 11 years as PMC Volunteer

CHARLTON — Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy 
Director, Gretheline Bolandri-
na, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
completed her 11th year as a 
volunteer for the Pan Mass 
Challenge (PMC, www.pmc.
org) helping those who raise 
funds for Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute in Boston.

In August 2012, Bolandrina, 
and her family, (all of  Doug-
las), husband Joseph, daughter 
Lilly, and son Max, first volun-
teered for PMC. 

 “I was initially with the 
Medical tent,” said Bolandri-
na, “because of  my nursing 
background.” The following 
year, she joined her children 
Lilly and Max under the big 
white tent as volunteers for the 
dessert table for all the riders. 
Joseph is a volunteer for bike 
parking. The following year, 
Gretheline became the signs 
and supplies coordinator at the 
Provincetown Inn finish line 
and eventually at the Monu-
ment Finish line at Province-
town, MA. To coordinate signs 
and supplies, she is in contact 
with all crew leaders 90, 60 and 
30 days before the event and 
completes an onsite visit at 
PMC head quarters in Need-
ham. 

According to Gretheline, the 
Bolandrina family volunteers 

for PMC because of  family 
and close family friends who 
are cancer warriors or survi-
vors. Close to their hearts is 
Rita Thorne of  Acton. Thorne, 
a close family friend passed 
away early this year of  a rare 
intrahepatic cholangiocarci-
noma (bile duct cancer) and 
Chronic Myeloid Leukemia 
(CML). Thorne was a cancer 
warrior and inspiration to her 
many followers as she bravely 
shared her journey through 
Chemo. Gretheline said, “Ri-

ta’s strength throughout her 
fight with cancer was incredi-
ble! She was a role model who 
showed us how to be graceful, 
philanthropic, kind, empathet-
ic, confident and memorable. 
Rita was a pillar of  the Filipi-
no American community in 
New England and a dedicat-
ed volunteer for the Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy.” 

About PMC: The Pan-Mass 
Challenge is a Massachu-
setts-based bike-a-thon that 
raises more money for chari-
ty than any other single ath-
letic fundraising event in the 
country. Always held the first 
weekend in August, the PMC 
raises funds for Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, a world lead-
er in adult and pediatric can-
cer treatment and research. 
Each summer, thousands of 
riders and volunteers from 43 
states and 12 countries partic-
ipate in the PMC, all with a 
common goal: to find a cure for 
cancer.100 percent of  all rid-
er-raised funds go directly to 
cancer research and treatment 
at Dana-Farber and the Jimmy 
Fund. The PMC is Dana-Far-
ber’s single largest supporter 
and is more than 60 percent 
of  the Jimmy Fund’s annual 
revenue. Since 1980, the PMC 
has raised $900 million for Da-
na-Farber.

Courtesy photo

Gretheline Bolandrina

India Society of Worcester hosts first Asian Business Pitch Contest
The India Society of 

Worcester (ISW) is pleased 
to host the first ever Asian 
Business Pitch Contest in 
the MetroWest area on Oc-
tober 10, 2023, at the ISW 
India Center. Co-hosted 
with ElevAsian, a non-
profit committed to uplift-
ing Asian entrepreneurs, 
the contest is open to 
Asian owned or managed 
small business owners 
and home-based business-
es. This is an opportunity 
for them to present their 
unique ideas, products, or 
services to a panel of  sea-
soned judges, win prize 
money, and receive valu-
able advice on how to grow 

your business. Contes-
tants have a chance to win 
prizes from $500 to $1000 
in two categories – estab-
lished businesses and new 
ventures/ideas. The event 
is FREE and interested 
applicants can find more 
information and submit 
their application at the 
ISW Website. 

ISW’s Professional and 
Entrepreneurial Network 
(ISW PEN) hosts regular 
meetings focused on top-
ics relevant to the pro-
fessional and entrepre-
neurial community. “We 
are thrilled to be working 
with ElevAsian to provide 
this much needed service 

Family Fun Day: 
B & M Excavat-
ing, Dudley, MA; 
Bank Hometown, 
Oxford, MA; Cor-
nerstone Bank, 
S o u t h b r i d g e , 
MA; Country 
Bank, Ware, MA; 
IPG Photonics 
Corporation, Ox-
ford, MA.; Long 
Subaru, Web-
ster, MA.; Savers 
Bank, South-
bridge, MA; and 
SCHOTT North 
America, Inc., 
S o u t h b r i d g e , 
MA.

Thanks to all 
generous sup-
porters of  the 
Lucky Duck 
event, the Aux-
iliary has been 
able to provide 
m u c h - n e e d e d 
equipment, pro-
grams, and sup-
port for UMass 

Memorial Health 
Harrington. For 
example, the 
Auxiliary has 
conducted educa-
tional programs 
and projects 
that promote pa-
tient safety and 
has given new 
and/or updated 
equipment to 
several hospital 
departments.

Mark your cal-
endars for Satur-
day, September 
16, for the Har-
rington Auxilia-
ry Lucky Duck 
and Family Fun 
Day. 

The Har-
rington Auxil-
iary is proud 
to continue to 
fulfill its mis-
sion: “Neighbors 
Helping Neigh-
bors Since 1932.”

to budding Asian busi-
nesses in the MetroW-
est area,” said Puneet 
Kohli, President of 
ISW. “The Asian com-
munity is one of  the 
fastest growing in the 
suburbs and is seeded 
with many entrepre-
neurs and aspiring en-
trepreneurs. We hope 

this helps them accel-
erate their ideas to fru-
ition.”

“We are excited 
about this partnership 
with ISW and look for-
ward to supporting the 
entrepreneurs pitch-
ing,” remarked An-
drew Goldberg, Found-
er/CEO, ElevAsian. 

“ElevAsian provides 
a safe space for Asian 
entrepreneurs to grow 
from an owner employ-
ee to an owner strate-
gist, with the support 
of  instructors, men-
tors, and peers who 
genuinely care about 
you and want to see you 
succeed.”
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Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Sandi Grzyb
Avenue Real Estate

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Homes for Heroes Program
Join us for Open House Weekend or 

Free Real Estate Classes on 
Real Estate Invetment, 2nd Homes 

or Buying/Selling Real EstateJo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II *  John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd.

100’ of frontage on the water & 
road. An old cement block ga-
rage is located on the property. 
It’s location is not Prime.  Land 
area surveyed, DEP approval to 
build. Property suitable for small 
craft dockage/off season storage. 
Town Water & Sewer available 

$185,000

Featured New Listing!
WEBSTER - 60 CUSHING ROAD  

Young 3 Bedroom Colonial! Living Room, 
Kitchen, Dining Area ~ Washer/Dryer & 1/2 
Bath!! 2nd Floor - 3 Bedrooms plus 2 Full 
Baths!! Low Traffic Neighborhood. Furnace 
Replaced 2023. TOWN water & sewer
  $325,000.

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

Webster Lake  
48 Union PointSORRY, SOLD!

Make Cherished Memories on   
WEBSTER LAKE!  Beautiful Wa-
terfront Cape! 12,000 sq. ft. lot, 
sunrises are just astonishing. 
Fireplaced & Vaulted ceiling, Liv-
ing Room. 2 zone central air. 2 car 
garage. assisted sale 

 $1,260,000

WORCESTER - 35 BALTIC ROAD  
This is the 
One YOU 
have been 
Waiting For! 
“PRISTINE” 
HIP ROOF 
R A N C H 
with Quali-
ty Updates 
Throughout!! 

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, Oil Heat! Hardwood Floors, 
Updated Kitchen /quartz counter tope $355,000

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 5 SUMMIT ST    

SORRY, SOLD!

Large & Beautiful! 6 Bedroom Cape! Gently cared 
for. OFFERS 1,937+/- SF OF LIVING AREA W/6 BRS. 
LARGE 9,900 SF  LEVEL LOT, DET’D GARAGE

$314,900.

BEING BUILT~ SPRAWLING ONE LEVEL RANCH 
HOME! Situated on a Level 1/2 Acre Lot! Private back-
yard. OPEN FLOOR PLAN Living room, Dining room, 
Upscale Kitchen with 8’ Island, 3 bedroom, 2 Baths, 
Garage. BEAUTIFUL SOLID HARDWOOD FLOORS, 
Central air. Plenty off-street parking for Owners & 
Guests! $615,000.

WEBSTER 
 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW LISTING! 
L o n g t i m e 
Family Home 
for Sale!! 
4 Bedrrom 
Cape W/Over 
2000SF of Liv-
ing Space! Liv-
ing room, Eat-

in Kitchen, Main Bedroom, 1/2 Bath. Second Floor 
3 Bedrooms, full bath. Economical Gas Heat! New 
Electrical Panel! Come Take a Look!     $225,000.

WILBRAHAM
408 DIPPING HOLE RD 

Large 8 room ranch. Hardwood flooring. 
2 acres of land. Failed Title V. As Is!  
assisted sale $200,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

DUDLEY - 24 CENTRAL AVE

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 131 LAKESIDE AVE   
THIS Cape is Clean, Well 
Maintained, & Move-in Ready! 
10,000 SF CORNER LOT! 
ATT’D GARAGE. Spacious 
Living Rm  2 - 1st Flr BRs 
w/Gleaming Hardwood Flrs! 
2 2nd flr bedrooms.  Near 
WEBSTER LAKE’S LAKE-
SIDE SANDY BEACH & BOAT 
RAMP  $329,900

KILLINGLY -
 238 MASHENTUCK RD    

Opportunity Knocks! 5.4-
acre parcel with a Pond!! In-
cludes Small Cabin needs final 
touches. recent plumbing, 
new shingled roof, 200 amp 
electrical service, new appli-
ances. large 2-car garage!                               
assisted sale   $225,000SORRY, SOLD!

Lisa Caron, Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 

SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, Notary Public 

www.lisacaron.com
(508) 341-8299      42 West Main Street, Brookfield

I  am 
On YOur SIde

When it comes to finding the house of your dreams. I can walk you 
through every step, including the steps into your new home. 

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

PERSONALIZED SERVICE 
FOR EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS!

Over 20 years experience!

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Moving You 
Toward

 Your 
Dreams

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

REAL ESTATE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 774-200-7308
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HELLO 
NEIGHBOR!

As a longtime resident of South 
Central Massachusetts, I’ve always 
known what a special communi-
ty we live in.  For generations, we 
have trusted our local newspaper. 
Local news and advertisers you can 
trust, week after week.  As the local 
advertising rep for your newspaper,  
it brings me great pleasure to help a 
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers. 
 Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!  
Your neighbor,
Mikaela

Mikaela Victor
Local Resident 
Advertising Account Executive
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

 www.StonebridgePress.com

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed, Realtor
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

31 Old Turnpike Rd $329,900

8 Ellis St $359,900

*3 Bedroom
*2 Baths
*2 Fireplaces
*2 Car Garage

*3 Bedrooms
* 2 Additional Bedroom possible
*Central Air
*Sided
*Fantastic Yard
* Solar

THOMPSON, CT- 3 BEDROOM, 1900 SQ FT CAPE

DUDLEY- EXPANDABLE CAPE

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE

 Saturday, September 16th
Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE 
We accept CREDIT CARDS!

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. 
(no TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. 
Furniture - Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, 
hutches, etc.. Housewares - glassware, dishes, pic-
tures, mirrors, bowls, cups, small appliances Sport-
ing goods - Bikes, skies, baseball equipment, golf, 
exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, jackets, 
shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high chairs, 
bouncy, games, Antiques

TERMS:Cashier’s or certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 as a deposit must 
be shown at the time and place of the sale in order to qualify as a bidder. No 
CASH. No personal checks will be accepted.  Cashier/certified checks should 
be made out to whomever is going to bid at the auction. The balance to be 
paid within thirty (30) days at the law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851, Attorney for the Mortgagee.

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Monday, September 18, 2023   
5:00 PM-UXBRIDGE

166 Douglas Street 
sgl fam, 986 sf liv area, 0.88 ac lot, 6 rm,

 2 bdrm, 1 bth, Worcester(Worc): Bk 46256, Pg 373
Friday, September 22, 2023    

12:00 PM-STURBRIDGE
108 Mashapaug Road 

sgl fam, 1,822 sf liv area, 2.25 ac lot, 6 rm,
 3 bdrm, 2.5 bth, Worcester(Worc): Bk 40484, Pg 344

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150  www.baystateauction.com

MAAU#: 
1029, 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 3107, 

0100030, 3099

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of the information contained herein.

REAL ESTATE
and changes to existing ones. All of 
them passed easily, but one of  them – a 
change of  manager for Old Sturbridge 
Village – drew a little annoyance from 
board members who objected to the 
fact the company did not send a rep-
resentative. That fact alone prompted 
Goodwin to vote no.

“We're not trying to … interrupt 
their business, but the sale of  liquor 

out of  one of  the largest facilities in 
town is fraught with certain risk,” he 
said. “They need to take it seriously, 
and this does not indicate taking that 
particularly seriously.”

The others indicated agreement, 
with Dowling briefly considering 
changing her yes vote. Grimm said 
she'd “make that very clear” to OSV 
when she speaks to them next.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

MIGRANTS
continued from page 1

ART
continued from page 1

and fast rules. We give 
them the idea and let 
them get creative with 
it,” Taraskiewicz said.

The show has been a 
constant on the Garden 
Club's yearly calendar 
for almost as long as the 
Club has been around, 
over 80 years, and has 
always taken place with 
Old Home Day. The Gar-
den Club followed that 
event to its new date 
on Labor Day Sunday 
this year. Club member 
Marcia Liedigk counted 
107 displays for the 2023 
show, which is about 
average. She explained 
that the show not only 

allows members to pres-
ent what they’ve been 
growing, but also hope-
fully inspires others to 
join their group and em-
brace their love of  gar-
dening and expression 
in new ways. 

“It always varies but 
it’s usually over 100 en-
tries – Everything here 
has come from our per-
sonal gardens. We nat-
urally hope to get more 
members for the club as 
well as show off  what we 
grow. It’s nice to show 
people what we do and 
have them come and re-
ally appreciate it,” said 
Liedigk.

Club members Bren-
da Higgins explained 
that this tradition is an 

important one for the 
Club as they feel they 
are a big part of  the 
Charlton community. 
“We feel like we’re really 
part of  Old Home Day. It 
always falls on the same 
weekend,” Higgins said. 
"I think we’re always 
amazed by the variety of 
flowers we get and how 
nicely they’re done and 
how clever everyone is 
who do these arrange-
ments.”

Those interested in 
joining or learning more 
about the Charlton Gar-
den Club can contact 
Co-Presidents, Virginia 
Charette at (508) 248-7300 
or Marcia Liedigk at 
(508) 434-0506.

FLOWERS
continued from page 1

from about age 
6 to 96, all to a 
soundtrack of 
piano by Ava Si-
mon.

Gus Steeves photos

“Mysteries of Roanoke” was inspired by a 
mixture of things including history and con-
spiracy theories, according to artist Melissa 
Parent.

One visitor gets some close-ups of some of 
the works on display.

(RIGHT) Melissa 
Parent talks while 
standing before a 
Louise Pigott paint-
ing.

Simone Germain’s clothes are almost as 
bright as her paintings.

Ava Simon, left, and grandmother Bonnie 
Baird finish shifting the quilt so Ava can play 
the piano.

Ava Simon and another visitor check out their 
peers’ work.



•Stonebridge Pres•19www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, September 14-15, 2023

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 9/30/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly 
payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 9/1/2023 and 9/30/2023. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or  
entry/patio door in the order. Additional $120 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 9/30/2023. Military discount applies to all active 
duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal 
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating 
locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and 
operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

We extended our 31-Day Sales Event! Call before September 30 to get this  
window discount and this patio and entry door discount!1

There are limited appointments available.  Please call today to book your visit.

Sales Event extended to September 30!

1-800-209-2746

for 1 
year1$0 0 0%

Down Monthly Payments Interest 
Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

+

No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of four.

Buy 1 window or door, get 1

every window and door1

FFO21$ 0

LESS THAN a month left to book your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

1
LESS 

THAN

MONTH 
LEFT

04 % 1FFO

•  Our parent company, Andersen®, created 
Renewal by Andersen so the customer wouldn’t 
have to lift a finger. We manage every aspect of this 
project for you.

•  Our windows are built with our highly-engineered, 
composite Fibrex® material; it’s extremely durable 
and two times stronger than vinyl.

•  Because our windows are custom-built, we don’t 
have to modify your home to fit them. That 
means the installation goes smoother, too! 

31 YDA- A ES L SNVE E T
EXTENDED

WINDOWS & DOORS
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Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Getting ba
ck 

into the 
school 
routine?

 Let us h
elp! 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Friday Acoustics 
9/15 JEFF ANDERSON
9/22 STEPHEN GEORGE
9/29 ROB ADAMS AND JIM PERRY

Closing October 2nd 
for construction 
ReOpening  Nov. 7th 

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$19999

$54999

$169999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699$57999$119999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$79999

$47999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

SAMSUNG
WASHER 

MAYTAG 
DRYER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$79999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$24999

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$47999

WAS $599.99

20 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$89999

WAS $1099.99

GRILL
SALE!

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

50” Hisense................$279.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Hisense................$299.99
(Regularly $549.99)

65” Hisense................$399.99
(Regularly $649.99)

55“ Samsung....................$399.99

(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....................$749.99

(Regularly $799.99)
85” Samsung............$1399.99

(Regularly $1599.99)

TV DEALS
$69999

WE REPAIR BIKES!

20% Off
BICYCLE 

ACCESSORIES
WITH THIS AD!

WE SELL
E-BIKES!

LABOR DAY SALE
HUNDREDS OF DEALS!DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!

Join us for

 Sturbridge
Herbfest

Saturday, September 30, 2023 

9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sturbridge Common
Rt 131, Sturbridge, MA 01566

For more information, reservations 
and vendor applications

please contact Salli Greene
at Alternatives for Health

��

(508) 347-2111
sargreene@gmail.com
P R E - R E G I S T E R A T 
w w w .sturbridgeherbfest.com

. . . .
SponroredBy

NE-381755

Rain or Shine
Pre-registration $15

At the Door $25
Includes all classes

Join us for

 Sturbridge
Herbfest

Saturday, September 30, 2023 

9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Sturbridge Common
Rt 131, Sturbridge, MA 01566

For more information, reservations 
and vendor applications

please contact Salli Greene
at Alternatives for Health

��

(508) 347-2111
sargreene@gmail.com
P R E - R E G I S T E R A T 
w w w .sturbridgeherbfest.com

. . . .
SponroredBy

NE-381755

Rain or Shine
Pre-registration $15

At the Door $25
Includes all classes

For more information 
call 508-347-2111

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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