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back students
after sprinkler
main break

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — The Spencer-East Brookfield Regional
School District celebrated the return to class in January fol-
lowing the winter break punctuated by reopening of David
Prouty High School after the building closed in mid-De-
cember following a sprinkler system malfunction.

According to a release by district officials on Dec. 16, a
burst sprinkler main line on the second floor caused water
damage to the first two floors of the building and necessi-
tated the evacuation of the school. The building was subse-
quently closed for the remainder of the calendar year, but
students were officially allowed back in the school on Jan.
5, albeit with a delayed opening for the day.

After the water main line break, emergency personnel
were called to the school to assist with the evacuation and
dismissal of the students. Safety officials were later brought
in to assess the damage.

Two days later, on Dec. 18, a follow-up from district offi-
cials confirmed the school would be closed for the remain-
der of the calendar year only allowing access for students
and staff to retrieve personal belongings. At that point, there
was no timeline for a return to normalcy at the school, but it
did confirm the students would not reenter the classrooms
for lessons until a further update.

Good news came a few weeks later as a final update
officially announced that students would return to the high
school at the start of 2026. Superintendent of Schools Paul
Haughey used the opportunity to address parents and stu-
dents directly about the incident.

“I want to extend my sincere gratitude to our local fire
department, inspectional services, and our dedicated con-
struction team at Fontaine Brothers for their tireless work
together over the last two weeks,” said Haughey in a press
release. “Their partnership has been vital in ensuring a safe
return to the classroom for our staff and students.”

The release confirmed that the Spencer Fire Department
cleared the building for occupancy and reassured the public
of the district’s focus on safety in schools. The district has
not publicly confirmed the extent of any lasting damage or
further repair needs as a result of the main break.
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DPHS welcomes Leicester resident Donna McCance
receives MASC All-State School

Committee Award

Courtesy

Pictured, left to right: Glenn Koocher (MASC), Jim Reinke, Donna McCance, Paul Messier, Superintendent Kustigian, and John Higgins.

LEICESTER — Donna
McCance, Chair of the
School Committee for
the Leicester  Public
Schools, was awarded the
2025 MASC All-State
School Committee Award.
This award recognizes
excellence in school leader-
ship and advocacy.

The MASC All-State
School Committee is estab-
lished to annually recognize
significant achievement
on the part of local school
committee members. It
honors school committee
members who, during the
previous year have made a
significant contribution to
their community or their
school committee either
through specific action or

DPHS student receives M.A S .S.
Academic Achlevement Award

SPENCER The
Spencer-East  Brookfield

demonstrate  exceptional
academic focus alongside

Regional School District
is proud to announce that
Matthew McNicol has been
named the recipient of the
Massachusetts Association
of School Superintendents
(M.AS.S) Academic
Achievement Award for the
2025-2026 academic year.
This prestigious honor is
reserved for students who

significant contributions to
their school and commu-
nity.

A standout  student
at David Prouty High
School, McNicol has main-
tained a rigorous academ-
ic schedule, consistent-
ly earning High Honors
while excelling in multi-
ple Advanced Placement

(AP) courses. His intellec-
tual curiosity and dedica-
tion to the sciences have
previously earned him
the Rensselaer Medal,
the Telegram & Gazette
Student of the Week award,
and the esteemed “18 Under
18” recognition.

“Matthew is a remarkable
example of what it means to
be both academically driv-
en and deeply committed
to service,” Superintendent
of Schools, Paul Haughey,
noted in his commendation.

McNicol’s leader-
ship extends far beyond
the classroom. He serves
as the Student Council
Vice President and Class
Secretary, and is a vital
member of the National
Honor Society. A versatile
three-sport varsity athlete
in soccer, indoor track,
and outdoor track, he also
flourishes in the arts as
an accomplished alto sax-
ophonist for the UMass
Honors Band and local jazz
ensembles.

Deeply rooted in ser-
vice, McNicol serves as a
lead altar server, a Project
351 Ambassador, and a
dedicated caregiver to his
grandparents. With plans to
pursue biology and health
sciences, he embodies the
resilience and character the
M.AS.S. award seeks to
celebrate.

as an inspiration and role
model for their peers and
constituents.

McCance was present-
ed the award by Glenn
Koocher, Executive
Director of MASC, at the
Jan. 5 Leicester School
Committee Meeting.

Koocher said, “The prog-
ress of the Leicester Public
Schools has been amazing
in the last four years. This
award is truly deserved and
Leicester is raising eye-
brows across the state for
the innovative programs
recently started.”

Dr. Brett Kustigian,
Superintendent of the
Leicester Public Schools,
stated, “Donna has been
the Chair since I came to

Leicester almost four years
ago, and I am honored to
work with her. Consistency
is key in any organization
and she has been that con-
sistent force to provide and
propel our school district
to create new and exciting
opportunities for students.”

According to Kustigian,
under McCance’s leadership
the Leicester Public School
District has thrived. The
Massachusetts Department
of Education approved five
Career Technical Education
(CTE) programs, two Career
Innovation Pathways, test
scores have improved, and
most recently two LHS stu-
dents received national rec-
ognition for their academic
achievements.  Leicester

also has formal partner-
ships with Shrewsbury
and Clinton for CTE.
Stated Kustigian, “Donna’s
extensive background in
education and leadership
have proved to be invalu-
able toward moving our
district forward. She always
keeps the students at the
forefront of everything we
do, and fights hard in her
demand for excellence for
their educational expe-
riences. Her exemplary
leadership skills, integrity,
and high expectations are
a driving force behind our
success.”

McCance has been elect-
ed to the school committee
for two consecutive, three

Turn To MCCANCE page AG

Leicester Middle School Band
Dzrector marches in Rose Parade

Leicester Middle School Band Director Kristina
Looney was one of 360 musicians from across
North America chosen to march with the Band
Directors Marching Band during the Rose
Parade in Pasadeng, Calif. On New Year’s Day.

LEICESTER — Under

la of the Michael D. Sewell Memorial
Foundation and their organization Saluting

America’s

“It is an incredible honor to represent

the state of Massachusetts,

ment,”

for life.”

Leicester, and the Leicester Music depart-
Looney said of the experience. “I
hope that my participation in this large
event can inspire students to play music

The Rose Parade takes place just before
the famous Rose Bowl game. This year’s
matchup was between Indiana University

Turn To LOONEY page AG
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4-DAY BOOTHBAY HARBOR
VACATION
JUNE 9-12 $899

May 24

8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise rom $1699

Band Directors,
Directors Marching Band marched in the
Rose Parade in Pasadena, Calif. on Jan.
1. Leicester Middle School Band Director
Kristina Looney was lucky to be chosen as
one of the 360 members representing all 50
states, Canada, Mexico, and Panama.

the umbrel- June 27
Lake George Cruise & Lunch $185
July 11
the - Band | | provincetown by Fast Ferry $220
July 19

8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruise from $1699
Aug. 30
8-Day Nova Scotia Cruise from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at
(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net or
\_ Visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com for details )

the town of
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Leicester C.A.R.L. to partner
with Community Heart & Soul

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

LEICESTER — The Leicester
Community Advocates for
Resource Engagement, also
known as C.AR.E., has
announced a partnership with
Community Heart & Soul, a
national non-profit geared
towards building stronger, close
knit small communities across
the United States.

C.AR.E representative
Cheryl Cooney appeared before
the Leicester Select Board on
Jan. 6, revealing that the orga-
nization was approached by the
Greater Worcester Community

Foundation about Leicester join-
ing forces with Heart & Soul
on a two-year program that will
help build Leicester as a com-
munity and an economic center.

“The program seeks to bring
Leicester residents together to
identify and honor the unique
character of their town, and the
emotional connection of the
people who live there. The foun-
dation felt that given the efforts
of C.ARE. in the communi-
ty and the town’s engagement
with us with the ARPA program
that Community Heart & Soul
could be a good fit for us,” said
Cooney.

C.ARE. has long worked

P,

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that

If not we may be able to help.

Back and Shoulder Problems

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

you would hope it to be?

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Former CIA

4. Language

7. Constrictor snake

8. Demand

10. Rich man

12, Short-tailed marten

13. Zoroastrian concept of holy fire

14. Superconducting super collider

16. International group of countries
within the Americas

17. Sacred state for Muslims

19. Shock therapy

20. Engrave

21. Localities

25. Paddle

26. Periodical

27. Dishonestly gained money

29. Gain possession of

CLUES DOWN

1. Acquire

2. Console

3. Hunting expedition

4. Pie mode

5. Simple shoes for peasants
6. Eurasian shrub

8. Reciprocal of a sine

9. Work together in harmony
11. Grenade

14. File extension

15. Minute pores in a plant

18. Medal of Honor

19. Make a mistake

20. Advance slowly, as if by inches
22. Sandwich meat

23. An awkward stupid person

45

48

50

52

30. Actor DiCaprio

31. High schoolers” test

32. Mr. October

39. Sign of healing

41. One’s grandmother

42. Entrap

43. One who simultaneously buys and
sells

44. _ Francisco

45. Web-based data provider of marine
life

46. Type of snake

48. Dark mark or stain

49. Member of the Salii

50. Former measure of length

51. CNN’s founder

52. Witness

24. Strong tree

27. Commoner

28. Electroencephalograph
29. _ Mahal

31. Congressman

32. Disorderly crowd

33. 007’s creator Fleming
34. Atomic #55

35. Part of a door

36. Short-tail martens

37. Baltimore ballplayer
38. Cuddle

39. Gang in “The Outsiders™
40. Of Croatia

44. Body cavity

47. Get free of

PUZZLE SOLUTION

to better the local community
in one way or another, initially
starting as the Leicester Savings
Bank Grant Committee which
spread more than $1 million
throughout the town over 25
years. That effort eventually
evolved to assist with distrib-
uting ARPA money during the
COVID-19 pandemic before
becoming C.A.R.E. which con-
tinues to assist programs in the
local community. The pending
partnership with Heart & Soul
serves to further grow that mis-
sion.

The Select Board agreed, call-
ing the partnership an “easy sell”
and speaking on the need for
more positivity in the communi-
ty. They unanimously approved
a resolution paving the way for
C.ARE. to officially enter an
agreement that will bring in a
coach from Heart & Soul to
serve the town for the next two
years.

“Community Heart & Soul is

pledging $10,000 to C.ARE.
for implementation expens-
es and the Greater Worcester
Community Foundation will
pay $20,000 to cover the two-
year salary of a part-time pro-
gram coach who has been
identified and introduced to
CARE,” explained Cooney.

Community Heart & Soul
was founded with the intent
of providing a process for
engaging members of the
community to bring all voices
together to determine a blue-
print for future growth and
decision making in communi-
ties across the country. Those
values hold strong to this day.
The process includes a multi-
step approach that will invite
stakeholders to the table to
identify needs, improve con-
nections, develop an action
plan, and eventually imple-
ment actions determined to
be of value to the community
at large.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

JANUARY

16-23

Spencer

Monday, Jan. 19
Spencer Select Board meeting,
6:30 p.m., Spencer Town Hall,
48 Main St.

Tuesday, Jan. 20
Spencer Public Library chil-
dren’s story time, 10:30 a.m.,
21 Mechanic St.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
Spencer Planning Board meet-
ing, 7 p.m., Spencer Town
Hall.

Leicester

Monday, Jan. 19
Leicester Select Board meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m., Leicester Town
Hall, 3 Washburn Square.

Tuesday, Jan. 20
Leicester Public Library adult
knitting group, 6 p.m., 1136
Main St.

Thursday, Jan. 22
Leicester School Committee
meeting, 6 p.m., Leicester
Middle School media center.

Cherry Valley

Wednesday, Jan. 21
Cherry Valley Historical
Society open hours, 1 to 4
p.m., 4 Maple Hill Road.

North Brookfield

Monday, Jan. 19
North Brookfield Select Board
meeting, 7 p.m., Town Hall,
215 Pleasant St.

Tuesday, Jan. 20
North Brookfield Public
Library book group, 6:30 p.m.,
4 Summer St.

East Brookfield

Monday, Jan. 19
East Brookfield Select Board
meeting, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall,
122 Connie Mack Drive.

Thursday, Jan. 22
East Brookfield Public Library
story hour, 10:30 a.m., 21
Main St.

West Brookfield

Monday, Jan. 19
West Brookfield Select Board
meeting, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall,
2 East Main St.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
West Brookfield Council on
Aging lunch program, noon,
Senior Center, 39 West Main
St.

Brookfield

Tuesday, Jan. 20
Brookfield Select Board meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m., Brookfield
Town Hall, 12 Central St.

Warren

Monday, Jan. 19
Warren Select Board meeting,
6 p.m., Warren Town Hall, 48
High St.

Thursday, Jan. 22
Warren Public Library evening
hours, 4 to 7 p.m., 4 High St.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting e
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Fishing  Military « Masonic

P.E.T. of the Week

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

Meet
Gingerbread

Meet Gingerbread! This sweet
older guy came to us when his
previous owner could no longer §

care for him. He is a friendly boy,
and a staff favorite! He has gotten
along with other respectful cats and dogs in the past, so may be ok living
with one again. Shortly after he came into our care he was diagnosed with
diabetes. Fortunately, he is currently in remission which means he does not|
currently need insulin injections but he does need to stay on a consistent|
diet. He was also diagnosed with a heart murmur that will need to be]
monitored every 6 months by a vet. Gingerbread is currently in a foster]
home, but if you would like to meet him give us a call at 508-867-5525 tof
schedule an appointment

Second Chance Animal Services
' www.secondchanceanimals.org £
““¥ East Brookfield, MA ¢ 508-867-5525

d oy
;\“ml".( ha,,

7w Leicester

mh Veterinary

Clinic, LLC

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524

P:508-892-9181 « F: 508-892-8791
www.leicesterclinic.com

Wellness exams e Vaccinations ¢ Cat Boarding
Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry ¢ Radiology (Digital)
In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
© Pharmacy
¢ Prescription diets Hills, Royal Ganin

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

Gf
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REAL ESTATE
BROOKFIELD

$190,000, 70 Quaboag St, Mosher
Irt, and Mosher, Bonnie L, to Fredap
Rt, and Daprato, Alfred.

EAST BROOKFIELD

$288,000, 104 Pleasant St, Shakhab
LLC, to Algoo, Ramkumar.

LEICESTER

$300,000, 473 Pleasant St, New
England Hm Buyers LLC, to Kobel,
Kevin, and Morelli-Mulvaney,
Lindsey.

$250,000, 806 Pleasant St, Levesque
Arthur E Est, and Knox, Karen, to
Hartz, Daniel P, and Davanzo, Aynslie.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$465,000, 12 Cushing St, Chica,
Fabian R, to Herraiz, Troy B.
$350,000, 3 River Rd, Haling,
Kimberly A, and Porat, Betti, to
Lowkes, Kara E.

SPENCER

$795,000, 33 G H Wilson Rd,
Hafford, Carl, and Hafford, Lorena, to
Berk, Brandon.

$569,900, 15 Northwest Rd, Woods
Jr, Philip C, and Woods, Patricia A, to
Kary, Stephen, and Gregoire, David.

$474 900, 13 Grove St, Brunelle,
Dennis P, and Brunelle, Colleen A, to
Delvalle, Curtis.

$470,000, 68 Borkum Rd, Ward,
Janine J, to Gaudette, Melissa.

$465,000, 31 Lyford Rd, Rock,
Charles N, and Rock, Lauren E, to
Snyder, Travis J.

$435,000, 6 Sullivan St, Stepien
Ft-2022, and Stepien, Douglas A, to
Fleming, Elizabeth.

$429,000, 18 Shore Dr, Susan
Elizabeth Belli RET, and Belli, Susan
E, to Lieu, Hue V.

$338,000, 4 Muzzy St, Kary,
Stephen, and Jones, Jenelle, to Torres,
Dawn M.

WARREN

$250,000, 72 Maple St, Dunn,
Shawn, to Sargent, Nicholas J.

WEST BROOKFIELD

$497,000, 11 Shea Rd, Hebert, Erin
C, to Whelan, Jennifer D, and Whelan,
David R.

$445,000, 7 Church St Ext, Perry,
Jason R, and Perry, Jennifer, to Slavid,
Rachel.

$30,000, 247 Shoreline Dr, Howlett
Jr Roger W Est, and Howlett 3rd,
Roger W, to Braconnier, Craig, and
Braconnier, Christine.

$30,000, 248 Shoreline Dr, Howlett
Jr Roger W Est, and Howlett 3rd,
Roger W, to Braconnier, Craig, and
Braconnier, Christine.

$30,000, 250 Shoreline Dr, Howlett
Jr Roger W Est, and Howlett 3rd,
Roger W, to Braconnier, Craig, and
Braconnier, Christine.

$30,000, 254 Shoreline Dr, Howlett
Jr Roger W Est, and Howlett 3rd,
Roger W, to Braconnier, Craig, and
Braconnier, Christine.

The Spencer New Leader (USPS#024-927) (ISSN 1945-6603 ) is published weekly by
Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical postage paid at
Southbridge, MA and additional mailing office(s). POSTMASTER: Send address changesto
Spencer New Leader, PO. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.

www.Stonebridge
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BROOKFIELD — A
new community story-
telling group, The Story
Exchange, is forming in
Brookfield and will hold its
organizational meeting at 6
p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 10 at
the Merrick Public Library
Annex, 18 Common St.,
Brookfield.

The Story Exchange is
designed for individuals
interested in telling and
developing true, person-

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The Brookfields Lions
Club is now accepting
applications for its annu-

New storytelling group,
The Story Exchange, forming in Brookfield

al stories, shared aloud in
a supportive, structured
environment. The group
emphasizes  storytelling
craft, focused listening, and
constructive feedback, and
welcomes participants of all
experience levels. Stories
shared during meetings are
expected to be true, person-
al narratives, typically five
to seven minutes in length,
focused on a single moment
or experience rather than a
full life history.

The group will be facili-
tated by Joe Klimavich, an
accredited public relations
consultant and adjunct pro-
fessor of communication at
Worcester State University,
who has taught effective
speaking and communica-
tion courses for many years.
While facilitated, The Story
Exchange is intended to
be largely member-driven,
with participants shaping
discussions, stories, and

feedback through shared
experience.

If you’ve lived a little,
noticed a lot, and you’re
curious about shaping real
moments into meaningful,
well-told stories, you’ll feel
at home with this group.

“As a public relations
professional and educator,
telling stories - my own
and those of my clients -
has always been central to

my work,” said Klimavich.
“Inspired by programs
like The Moth and Stories
from the Stage, The Story
Exchange grew out of a
belief in the power of true
stories, told well, and the
value of listening as much
as sharing.”

Participation will be lim-
ited to six to eight story-
tellers per session. There
iS no cost to participate,
but advance registration is

Brookfields Lions Club
accepting scholarship applications

al scholarship program,
according to club president
Bill Cass.

Each year, the club
awards a scholarship of up
to $1,000 to a graduating
senior in each of the club’s

Leicester Public Library to
display student artwork

LEICESTER — Art
students at Leicester High
School will have a Pop Up
Art Exhibit displaying their
final works at Leicester
Public Library between
Wednesday, Jan. 14 and
Friday, Jan. 23.

Each student in art teach-
er John Yarrows’ Art 3 class
created a trio of work based
around a central theme or

night event Thursday, Jan.
14 from 5 - 7:30 p.m. in
the Library’s Community
Meeting Room. For inter-
ested viewers unable to
attend, the work will be
on display in the Library,
during open hours, until
Friday, Jan. 23.

On Tuesday, Jan. 20 from
6 - 8 p.m., the Library is
co-hosting Ask-A-Farmer

will answer questions about
CSAs (community support-
ed agriculture), discuss seed
ordering, garden planning,
spacing, timing, pest con-
trol and more. Bring your
seed catalogs and your gar-
dening questions.

Both events are free, and
no registration is required.
For more information about
these and other events at the

concentration, in either clay
or paint. They will share
their work at an opening

with  Amanda
of Cotyledon Farm in
Rochdale. Farmer Amanda

Barker library, visit www.leicester-

library.org.

SNHU announces
Fall President’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It
is with great pleasure that Southern New
Hampshire University (SNHU) congratu-
lates the following students on being named
to the Fall 2025 President>s List. The fall
terms run from September to December.

Full-time undergraduate students who
have earned a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.700 and above for the reporting
term are named to the President’s List.
Full-time status is achieved by earning 12
credits over each 16-week term or paired
8-week terms grouped in fall, winter/spring,
and summer.

Chanlyn Basham of West Brookfield

Rosanna Lopez of West Brookfield

Cameron Hafner of Spencer

Lexie MacDonald of Spencer

Tyler Carter of Spencer

Nicole Dayutis of Spencer

Andres Perez Morel of Spencer

Steven Killmer of North Brookfield

Logan Peterson of North Brookfield

Melissa Benway of Leicester

Claire Kuchinski of Leicester

Kuku Layne of Leicester

Justina Hicks of East Brookfield

Krysta Tarves of East Brookfield

Tianna Laraia of Brookfield

Katelynn McCrohan of Brookfield

Southern New Hampshire University
(SNHU) is a private, nonprofit, accredited
institution with a 93-year history of educat-
ing traditional-aged students and working
adults. Now serving more than 200,000
learners worldwide, SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 undergraduate, graduate, and
certificate programs, available online and
on its 300-acre campus in Manchester,
NH. Recognized as one of the «Most
Innovative» regional universities by U.S.
News & World Report and one of the
fastest-growing universities in the country,
SNHU is committed to expanding access to
high quality, affordable pathways that meet
the needs of each learner.

SNHU announces
Fall Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — It
is with great pleasure that Southern New
Hampshire University (SNHU) congratu-
lates the following students on being named
to the Fall 2025 Dean>s List. The fall terms
run from September to December.

Full-time undergraduate students who
have earned a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting term
are named to the Dean’s List. Full-time
status is achieved by earning 12 credits over
each 16-week term or paired 8-week terms
grouped in fall, winter/spring, and summer.

Melody Serrano-Rodriguez of Spencer

Richard BUDNEY of Spencer

Myeisha McDaddie of Spencer

Christine Seaver of North Brookfield

Crystal Gagnon of North Brookfield

Nicholas Chatzopoulos of Leicester

Southern New Hampshire University
(SNHU) is a private, nonprofit, accredited
institution with a 93-year history of educat-
ing traditional-aged students and working
adults. Now serving more than 200,000
learners worldwide, SNHU offers approx-
imately 200 undergraduate, graduate, and
certificate programs, available online and
on its 300-acre campus in Manchester,
NH. Recognized as one of the «Most
Innovative» regional universities by U.S.
News & World Report and one of the
fastest-growing universities in the country,
SNHU is committed to expanding access to
high quality, affordable pathways that meet
the needs of each learner.

Lasell University students
named to Fall Dean’s List

NEWTON — The Fall 2025 Dean’s List at Lasell Universityincludes students who have
completed at least 12 credits as a full-time student in that semester and have achieved a

semester GPA of 3.5 or higher.

Among the area residents named to the Dean’s List were Dillon Winkelmann and Julia

Cabana of Spencer.

member communities, Cass
said. Recipients of the 2026
Brookfields Lions Club
scholarship awards will be
announced in June.

To qualify for consid-
eration, applicants must
live in one of the member
communities -- Brookfield,

East Brookfield, North
Brookfield, West
Brookfield, and New

Braintree — and submit an
application before their
school’s spring break. The
application must include
the student’s class rank and
be signed by the

completed form should be
mailed to the scholarship
selection committee care
of Brookfields Lions Club,
Scholarship Committee,
P.O. Box 128, North
Brookfield, MA 01535.

For additional infor-
mation, please contact
the Brookfields Lions
Club at brookfieldslion-
sclub@gmail.com, or
visit the Club’s Facebook
page at facebook.com/
BrookfieldsLionsClub.

As the world’s largest,

required. Interested indi-
viduals should send a brief
introductory email to joe.
klimavich@gmail.com and
indicate whether you are
interested in sharing a story
during the first meeting.

Following the organiza-
tional meeting, The Story
Exchange will meet on
the first Tuesday of each
month at the Merrick Public
Library Annex.

youngest and most active
service organization, the
mission of Lions Clubs
International is to empow-
er volunteers to serve their
communities, meet human-
itarian needs, encourage
peace, and promote inter-
national  understanding.
Members of the Brookfields
Lions Club are dedicated to
service and support in the
communities of Brookfield,

East Brookfield, North
Brookfield, West
Brookfield, and New
Braintree.

school’s guidance
director.

The application
form is now avail-
able for download
on the club’s web-
site at brookfield-
slionsclub.org/
scholarships. The

In loving memory of
Keith C.

WULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

Aucoin
Ryan
Realty

Your Neighborhood
Realtor

201 South Street

Southbridge, MA 01550
508-765-9155 1-800-784-0445

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

SpiroThomo @gmail.com

Spence, Jr. .

Spiro Thomo
Broker
Licensed 35+ years

508.765.0465
774.200.8043

Wishing you a happy heavenly 60th birthday
You are loved and missed dearly!

All of our love,

Dale, Mandy, ¢ Adam Spence
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10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

WINTER
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured
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EDITORIAL

Winter is
long, but
community
shortens it

By the middle of January, winter has a
way of settling in. The holidays are behind
us, the daylight still feels scarce, and the
calendar stretches forward with more cold
than comfort in sight. It is the point in the
season when patience gets tested, routines
feel heavier, and it becomes easy to with-
draw a little more than we should.

In towns like Spencer, Leicester, and the
Brookfields, winter has always demanded
something extra from residents. It asks for
preparedness, flexibility, and a willingness
to look out for one another. Snowstorms
still disrupt schedules. Icy roads still require
caution. Heating bills still rise at the very
moment when incomes remain steady.
None of that is new.

What is worth remembering, especial-
ly now, is how much of that burden has
always been eased by community.

Winter meetings continue. Library lights
stay on. Senior centers keep their doors
open. Select boards, school committees,
and volunteers show up on cold nights
because local decisions still need to be
made and neighbors still need places to
gather. These are not grand gestures, but
they matter. They remind residents that
town life does not go into hibernation just
because the temperature drops.

There is also something quietly reassur-
ing about the predictability of this season.
January meetings look much like December
meetings. Story hours still bring children
through library doors. Public works crews
keep doing their jobs long before most peo-
ple are awake. These routines form a kind
of civic backbone, steady even when the
weather is not.

Winter also has a way of narrowing
focus. Without the distractions of summer
events or fall deadlines, there is more room
to pay attention to what is close at hand. A
town meeting agenda. A library program.
A neighbor who needs help clearing a
driveway. These smaller moments define
community life far more than the occasion-
al big event.

As the calendar turns deeper into winter,
there is value in staying engaged. Attending
a meeting. Using the library. Checking in
on someone who may be feeling the season
more heavily. None of these actions are dra-
matic, but together they shorten the winter
in meaningful ways.

Spring will arrive on its own schedule. In
the meantime, community is what carries
towns through.

Letter submission

Pohcy

etters to the Editor must include the
author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name
and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will
not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor
to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency
standards, and any submission may be
rejected at any time for any reason he
or she might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

[ ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tired of winning

To the Editor:

Not tired of me winning, I am tired of
the Cheeto winning. When Kristen Welker
asked if he would follow the Constitution,
he responded, “I will have to ask my
lawyers” His current statement is that his
morality is what restricts his compliance
with international law. It is true. The level
of his grifting staggers the imagination. It
is not only the complete non-compliance
with all emolument’s restrictions; we are
actually seeing him selling pardons, He
has defined his packed supreme court
decision to grant him immunity from
prosecution, as meaning immunity from
adhering to any laws. He not only demon-
strates this in his own behavior, but with
pardon power, believes he can grant the
same privilege to his minions.

His band of masked thugs and their
supervisors, mirror hid disrespect for
our nation. The young woman killed in
Minnesota on the way home from drop-
ping her six-year-old at school, was also
a trained ICE disruptor, knew what she
could legally do, and was murdered by an
ICE thug suffering from PTSD because
his wounds had barely healed since being
dragged by an illegal car six months ago.
This man was not in any condition to be
armed or on the street. Because the video
evidence starts after the woman had been
illegally stopped by the agent who cut her
off and jumped in front of her car. If you
watch what was taped, you will realize
that, if the agent was hit , it was by a vehi-
cle with a dead driver, and you can watch
the shooter holster his gun, walk towards
the dead car, then go get in the car with
its door open, that he used to cut her off.
Noem and the administration, immediate-
ly put their foot in their mouth and started
talking out of their butt. Like Jan. 6, do
not let them talk you out of what you can
see with your own eyes.

The guy who has been actively cam-

paigning for a peace prize and claiming
to have settled conflicts that he had not,
promised we would not put troops in
harm’s way again or start any wars. Since
then, we have bombed Iran, used a carrier
group to destroy little wooden boats and
kidnapped Venezuela’s president. I am
not saying he is a nice guy, but neither
is the guy from Honduras, sentenced to
45 years for bringing 500 tons of drugs
here.

What part of this guy acting like Putin,
do you not understand? You have put a
mob boss in command of the most pow-
erful military in the world. He is now
requesting increasing the military budget
to invade other countries, including Cuba,
Columbia and Greenland, the latter being
a NATO country. Later today, we expect
to hear if SCOTUS will uphold his illegal
tariffs.

On the home front, stock markets are
doing well, but how many of us actually
live off of them? Most of us by groceries,
finance housing, pay utilities and insur-
ance, all of which businesses are doing
great. It is we the people who are not.
Did I miss something or am I confused
that Trump promised to make life more
affordable? Didn’t he also promise to
release the Epstein files, then, not only
defy a law he signed that was veto proof?
At 1 percent per month, we should have
it all 8 and a half years after we should
have. I put no stock in them as he is a
known pervert who toured the miss teen
America dressing rooms. My opinion of
him is already as low as it gets, though he

keeps trying.

Let me know when you get tired of him
winning.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

It is time for Congress to act

To the Editor:

I am writing as a Spencer resident
and emergency management professional
deeply concerned about the direction of
public safety and constitutional account-
ability in our country.

Recently, I sent a formal letter to the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
urging senior military leadership to
engage Congress regarding constitutional
remedies, including impeachment. That
letter forwarded separate correspondence
I had sent to Secretary of Homeland
Security Kristi Noem recommending her
resignation due to the institutional harm
her leadership has caused to emergency
management and civil preparedness.

Since that letter was written, a fatal
shooting by an ICE officer occurred in
Minneapolis — yet another reminder
that Americans are not safe, and that
failures of governance, accountability,
and leadership have real and immediate

consequences. When emergency man-
agement systems are weakened, when
constitutional norms are ignored, and
when public safety is treated as secondary
to political loyalty, people are put at risk.

The day of the fatal shooting in
Minneapolis, Rep. Robin Kelly
announced plans to introduce articles of
impeachment against Secretary Noem.
That action underscores what many
professionals have been warning: this
moment is long past due.

Emergency management depends on
trust, lawful authority, and accountability.
When those foundations erode, commu-
nities pay the price. It is time for Congress
to act — not as a political gesture, but as
a necessary step to restore public safety,
constitutional order, and confidence in the
systems meant to protect us.

DR. JENNIFER CARLSON
SPENCER

Our toxic, poisonous Trump administration &
the damage it does to our country and families,
week after week

To the Editor:

Chaos and Death in Minneapolis.
Minnesota has a Covid Era onwards fraud
problem that that involves some members
of its Somali and Somali-American com-
munity. Investigations and court decisions
have led to convictions, admission of
guilt, imprisonment etc.

Remember however the fraud crimes
do not involve violence. But what Has
happened? First, as in the past, Trump and
members of his administration called all
Somalis “garbage ““ and said they should
go back from where they came from.
Then he “surges” 2,000 - 3,000 ICE etc.
agents - with costs - to a well policed
city that has done so with about 600
officers. Then these agents create anger,
fear and chaos - where remember it has
a fraud, not violent crime, problem. Then
a non-violent women is shot to death and
videos seem to indicate the responsible
agent broke the law in shooting her. Then
the FBI refused to share evidence etc. with
the local police department etc.

Similar and expensive costs continue
with our intervention in Venezuela. Not
only does the massive naval fleet remain,
but so does the Maduro government, the
removal of which was supposedly an

objective. In addition the oil - which so
much interests Trump - seems not so
needed and would require billions and
billions of dollars and about 10 years of
redevelopment — which our oil companies
seem not excited about.

Now Trump wants Greenland which is
part of our NATO ally, Denmark. He says
he will take it over by either the easy or
hard way. Either approach cause the end
of NATO, our most important and long
lasting military alliance.

Finally, just this morning the Trump
administration has announced an inves-
tigation of the Chairman of our Federal
Reserve Bank, not because of corruption
or incompetence, but because of reno-
vation of a building that was approved
before he arrived .( In fact the real reason
is because the disagree on interest rate
policy).

To end a question what does all this
chaos and destruction have to do about
important issues like affordability, good
jobs, climate change, an unfair tax system,
rising national debt, health care, a possible
bankrupt Social Security etc.?

The answer — nothing.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

New tax laws for
2026 that you
should know

TREVOR
NIELSEN

The new year brings more than reso-
lutions and fresh starts; it also ushers in
several tax changes that could affect your
wallet. Whether you’re saving for retire-
ment, funding your child’s education, or
supporting your favorite charity, here’s are
a few things you need to know about the tax
landscape in 2026.

More room to save for retirement and
healthcare. There’s good news for savers:
Contribution limits for retirement accounts
are going up. If you’re under 50, you can
now contribute up to $7,500 to an IRA,
which is up from $7,000 in 2025. Those
50 and older can contribute an additional
$1,100, for a total of $8,600.

The limits for 401(k), 403(b) and gov-
ernmental 457(b) plans are also increasing,
with workers younger than 50 able to defer
up to $24,500. Visit IRS.gov and search
«401k limit increases» for an article outlin-
ing the details.

Health savings account limits are rising
too. In 2026, individual coverage increased
to $4.,400 and family coverage to $8,750. If
you are age 55 or older and are not enrolled
in Medicare, you can contribute an addi-
tional $1,000 as a catch-up contribution.

The start of the year is an ideal time to
review your contributions and consider
increasing them, even by small amounts
which can add up over time.

A catch-up rule for high earners. If you’re
50 or older and earned more than $150,000
last year, there’s a new wrinkle in your
retirement planning. You can still make
catch-up contributions to your workplace
retirement plan, but they must now be Roth
contributions rather than traditional pre-tax
contributions. This includes 401(k), 403(b)
and 457(b) plans.

While you won’t get an immediate tax
break, Roth contributions offer tax-free
income in retirement and can provide a tax-
free legacy for your heirs.

Expanded benefits for 529 education
plans. Families using 529 plans to cover
K-12 expenses will see the annual feder-
al distribution limit double from $10,000
to $20,000 per student. The definition of
qualifying expenses has also expanded to
include curriculum, books, certain tutoring
expenses and testing fees.

This change provides more flexibility for
families with overfunded plans and increas-
es options for managing education costs
across multiple children or beneficiaries.

New charitable giving provisions. The
rules around charitable deductions are shift-
ing in two directions. Taxpayers who take
the standard deduction can now deduct up
to $1,000 in cash donations ($2,000 for
joint filers) to qualified organizations.

However, those who itemize deductions
face a new threshold: only charitable con-
tributions exceeding 0.5 percent of adjusted
gross income are now deductible. Donors
may want to consider bunching strategies
or using donor-advised funds to maximize
their tax benefits.

Getting help. Navigating these tax chang-
es can be challenging, but you don’t have
to go it them alone. A qualified financial
advisor and tax professional can help you
understand how these and other changes
affect your specific situation. Together, you
can develop strategies to make the most of
new opportunities while minimizing your
tax burden.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC
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There is a particular sound
you hear in small towns this
time of year, one that never
quite makes it into the tourist
brochures. It is the sound of
ice being scraped from wind-
shields in the half light of
early morning, followed by
the solid thump of a car door
closing and the low, patient
hum of an engine warming
up. It is not a dramatic sound.
It is not heroic. But it is
the sound of people getting
ready to do what needs to
be done.

I noticed it the other
morning as I stood at my
own kitchen window, mug
of coffee in hand, watch-
ing a neighbor across the
way coax his car to life. He
was dressed for the cold in
the same practical way most
folks around here are, noth-
ing fancy, just layers and a
good hat pulled down over
his ears. He waved when he

Lanterns Along Main Street

saw me, a small gesture that
probably took more energy
than he felt like giving at that
hour. But he did it anyway.

Moments like that always
make me think about how
much of life in our towns
runs on quiet habits rath-
er than big announcements.
Nobody sends out a press
release when they shovel
their walkway so the mail
carrier does not slip. No one
rings a bell when they bring
in a neighbor’s trash barrels
because the wind tipped them
over. These are not things
people do for applause. They
do them because that is how
a place holds together.

In the larger world, every-
thing seems to come with a
microphone attached. Every
opinion is amplified, every
disagreement turned into a
shouting match. But on Main
Street, the old rules still seem
to apply. You nod. You say

f‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

good morning. You hold the
door. You do not need to win
anything. You just need to
get through the day with a
little decency left over.

I have lived long enough
to know that this did not hap-
pen by accident. The people
who built these towns, the
ones whose names are still
etched on the bricks and cor-
nerstones, were not chasing
attention. They were chas-
ing stability. They wanted a
place where you could raise a
family, earn an honest living,
and trust that when some-
thing went wrong, someone
nearby would notice.

I think of that whenever I
stop at the local coffee shop,
where the same faces appear
at the same stools, week
after week. There is the man
who always orders his coffee
black and reads the paper
from front to back, even the
parts most people skip. There

is the woman who keeps a
little notebook, writing down
reminders in neat, careful
letters. They do not know
everything about each other,
but they know enough. They
know who likes cream, who
needs a little extra time to
find their wallet, who has
not been in for a few days
and might deserve a quick
phone call.

That is the thing about
small towns. You are seen.
Sometimes that can feel
inconvenient. But most of
the time, it is a gift.

I once heard someone say
that modern life is about
efficiency. You tap a screen
and groceries arrive. You tap
another and a movie starts.
None of that is bad, but it
does remove a certain kind
of friction, the kind that forc-
es us to notice one another.
When you have to walk into
a store, stand in line, and

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!

exchange a few words with
a real person, you end up
learning small things about
the people around you.
Those small things, added
up over time, become com-
munity.

Even now, when so much
is done through devices, the
old patterns have not disap-
peared entirely. You still see
them in the way folks look
out for each other when the
weather turns rough. You see
them in the way local vol-
unteers show up for events
that do not make the eve-
ning news. You see them in
the simple courtesy of letting
someone go ahead of you at
the register when they only
have one item.

None of this is glamorous.
But it is sturdy.

AsTIgetolder, I find myself
appreciating that sturdiness
more than ever. The world
will always have its noise.

LANTERNS
ALONG

It will MAIN
always  STREET
have its
trends By CHARLES
and  its
argu-

ments and its urgent head-
lines. But here, along the
sidewalks and storefronts of
our Massachusetts towns,
there are still lanterns lit by
quieter things: habit, kind-
ness, and a shared under-
standing that we are all, in
our own way, in this together.

The neighbor eventually
drove off, his headlights cut-
ting through the cold blue
morning. I finished my cof-
fee and got ready for my
own day, comforted by the
thought that somewhere

down the street, someone
else was doing the same. No
fanfare. No fuss. Just another
small town waking up, one
windshield scrape at a time.

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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QCC awarded $240,000
by state for re-entry
workforce program

WORCESTER
— Quinsigamond
Community College was
recently awarded $240,000
for a workforce develop-

ment program to train
formerly incarcerated
individuals. The fund-

ing is part of the Healey-
Driscoll Administration’s
$2.2 million in Re-entry
Workforce Development
Demonstration grants for
individuals returning to the
workforce.

QCC has received the
Re-entry grant since 2022
and will continue to part-
ner with the Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office to
offer a training program
that focuses on the culinary
and hospitality industry.

Program graduates will be
placed in food preparation
roles through organizations
such as Snapchef, Latin
American Health Alliance
— Hector Reyes House and
Massachusetts Restaurant
Association.

“This type of partner-
ship helps these individuals
build a sustainable future,”
said QCC President Dr.
Luis G. Pedraja. “This pro-
gram offers more than job
training; it creates opportu-
nities for returning citizens
to thrive and contribute to
their communities.”

“Building on the success
of previous programs, the
culinary training focus will
give participants hands-on
skills in a field with high

demand for workers,” said
Director of Workforce
Development Operations
Kathleen O’Connor. “In
past years, our programs
have seen positive outcomes
in improving employment
and stability for individuals
re-entering society.”

The program will serve
20 participants, who will

receive  training  that
includes basic culinary
techniques, food safety,

menu planning and custom-
er service. Participants will
also receive three indus-
try-recognized credentials.
In addition to mastering
culinary skills, the program
places a strong emphasis on
healthy eating and cooking.

Do we have your
attention?

very powerful medium and can
deliver strongly for you business.
Consumer immersion in trusted content has
amassive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness
of its associated advertising. Media attention scores as applied
t0 regular consumers of each medium, with print newspapers
topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by regional
print newspapers (76%). www.StonebridgePress.com

Print Advertising is a

MCCANCE

continued from page Al

year terms, and is currently
in the last of six years. She
served the last four years as
Chair.

Stated McCance, “It has
been an incredible chal-
lenge serving in this lead-
ership capacity, a chal-
lenge that I have dedicated
myself toward facing every
day. Challenge is growth,
and we are growing at a
rapid speed. It is a privilege
working with Dr. Kustigian,
school committee members,
and the school community at
large. Our students deserve
nothing but the best, and
together we are giving them
that. I am grateful to MASC
for the support and guidance
they have given me through
the years so that I can fulfill
the role of being a leader
and member of the school
committee with the highest
expectations and regard for
the position.”

McCance is a longtime
resident of Leicester, a
graduate of Leicester High
School, and a former ele-
mentary school teacher
in the town for 22 years.
Prior to being an educator,
McCance worked in busi-
ness management.

She has a Master’s
degree in Education from
Anna Maria  College,

Masters in Human Services
Management from Worcester
State University, Bachelors
in Business Administration
from Clark University,
Associates in  Business
Administration from Becker
College, and is a licensed
principal/vice principal. She
currently teaches for the
Worcester Public Schools.

LOONEY

continued from page Al

and the University of Alabama, with IU as the victor.

During their stay in Los Angeles, the BDMB performed
at an event called BandFest, which brings together the
marching bands participating in the parade to perform for
each other. Select high school and college bands from
across the US, Mexico, and Japan were also accepted to
march in the parade.

An important component of Saluting America’s
Band Director is a “Service Through Music” initiative.
Participating Band Directors are encouraged to complete
a service project at the local level. Looney’s, service proj-
ect, a reflection of the 2026 parade theme “The Magic in
Teamwork,” involved combining local bands to perform
together for a cause. I decided to create a composite band of
Scouting America and Girl Scouts from the area to form the
Central Massachusetts Scout Band. The group performed a
concert on Nov. 7, hosted in the Leicester Middle School
Fine Arts Center, in honor of Veterans and First responders.
The CMSB was also able to make a donation in the amount
of $125 to Project New Hope in Worcester, an organization
that provides food and services to veterans.

“I would like to thank the Scouts from the area who made
the band performance possible, especially Troop 53/753 of
Auburn who volunteered to provide and serve refreshments
following the concert,” Looney said.

The Band Directors Marching Band persisted through the
5.5-mile route down Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena in the
rain. 2026 marked only the 11th time it has ever rained on
the Rose Parade in its 137 year history! The band performed
“Strike Up the Saints!” a medley of “Strike Up the Band”
and “When the Saints Go Marching In,” arranged specifical-
ly for the band by Lisa Galvin; “Brand New Day” arranged
by Bob Thurston; and “Seventy-Six Trombones,” also
arranged by Galvin. The band also performed Thurston’s
stirring and emotional arrangement of “Amazing Grace” in
honor of the firefighters and first responders who aided last
year’s wildfires in Southern California which resulted in
widespread loss of life and property throughout the region.
The band had another opportunity to perform the song for
the families representing the OneLegacy Donate Life float
in honor of organ donors.

Looney was able to meet many band directors from pro-
grams large and small from every corner of North America
while on this trip, and learned new techniques that I have
already brought to my middle school band room in the
process.

“Thank you to the Leicester community, and especially
the LMS Staff and students, for supporting me in this pro-
cess,” she said.
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492 Main St Oxford

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified * RS# 2678 _'E -

508-784-1550

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
s mEEEEEEEEEEEE SN N N

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\_LAWNMOWER.COM

o =)

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

_Plumbing | _RooFiNG I Roofing __

HURLEY
FIREWOOD

For Advertising
[nformation

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR

Cut Sp|it LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Delivered T74-200-7308 Fﬁ:ﬂ;ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂi‘;w
Steps, Pati
L o paes
$230 per corn Lacla@ Walkways
CallJohnat [N i N
YUY stonebridge Cord Wood
" /K Brian French
; press,news (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

475 MIKE LAMBERT'S - SAUNDERS &
f‘g rumenice | | Dawvid | |sons rooFive
rtvvimes Read our reviews at the
. B § I Better Business Bureau.
BALLAN | commorey | | Barbale | foeecoeo,
n :rlo a‘r;v h.erlo Residential, ROOFING cm(irln;(-elrls.il?clel 2|(:)09.
ower V\Washing : ) all bill Toll-Free
Wallpapering New Construction| | Roofing/Gutters| | 1-866-961-Roof
Repair Work 508-765-0100
General Repair 369 Main St, P ) Lifetime material warranty &
Ste 4 Fully Licensed 25 yr. labor warranty available
Fully Insured Spencer MA and Insured MA Reg #153955
Over 40+ Years ’ MA LIC #CS069127 CSL #095459
: 1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721 CTHIC #0638641
Expenence Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Fully Insured INS. # CAC032585 Family Owned and Operated
508-764-8548 C: 508-397-6709 | |Now Accepting All Major
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH| | 0¢ 508-248-6709 o —_
774-230-8373 @GMAIL.COM davidbarbale.com o
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Students at Saint Joseph School were honored with the Saint Martin de Porres Award during the school’s December Recognition and School Spirit

Assembly, recognizing their kindness, humility, and service to others in the spirit of Saint Martin
de Porres. Student award recipients include: Pre-K 3-year-old: Jameson Proffer, Pre-K 4-year-
old: Olive MacPherson, Kindergarten: Emilia Dziobak, Grade 1: Magdalena Kosiorek, Grade 2:
Charlotte Marchand, Grade 3: Wrenna Shemansky, Grade 4: Olivia Guinto, Grade 5: Julia-Ann
McCracken, Grade 6: Allen Oliver Jean-Paul, Grade 7: Lily Martin, Grade 8: Tenleigh Dowd.

Building community
and character at
Saint Joseph School’s
December Assembly

WEBSTER — On Dec. 16, Saint Joseph School gathered in the Nowak Gymnasium for
its monthly Recognition and School Spirit Assembly, a tradition designed to strengthen
community, celebrate growth, and reinforce the values that guide daily life at SJS.

Each assembly follows a consistent format that helps students build pride and a
shared sense of purpose. The assembly begins with a welcome from Principal Mrs. Beth
Boudreau, followed by the recitation of the school’s mission statement. This month, Grade
1 students volunteered to lead the student body —an opportunity that encourages confi-
dence, leadership, and ownership of Saint Joseph School’s guiding principles of Religion,
Respect, and Responsibility. With upbeat music playing throughout the gym, students are
invited to celebrate one another’s successes and the joy of being part of a faith-filled school
community.

A meaningful portion of every assembly is the recognition of monthly birthdays. All
students and faculty members born in November were honored and received a book from
the school. Birthday celebrants were then recognized by the entire student body through
two songs: the familiar “Happy Birthday,” and “Sto Lat,” a traditional Polish birthday song
whose lyrics wish someone “one hundred years.” Singing Sto Lat is a beloved Saint Joseph
School tradition and a tribute to the Polish heritage that has long been an important part of
the school and parish community.

Monthly assemblies also include a rotating special award that connects student charac-
ter to the lives of the saints and the school’s mission. In November, Saint Joseph School
presented the Saint Martin de Porres Award, named for the Peruvian saint whose feast
day is Nov. 3. Saint Martin de Porres is remembered for his humility, compassion, and
service—especially to the poor and the sick—and for treating every person with digni-

e Construction Stone
¢ Title V Sand e Utility Sand
e Concrete Sand  Pool Liner Sand |-,
o Chicken Coop Sand e Silt
o Stone Dust ¢ Grushed Gravel
¢ Crushed Asphalt
o Crushed Goncrete ¢ Cold Patch

Courtesy

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

Trash 1 :
Removal | [ SELr Pick-up or CALL :‘
Weekly = To SCHEDULE YOUR it

V PiCkups DELIVERY TODAY! MINIMUMS 3
Cleanouts

/5os-sss 61003
508-885-2480

=

_ Sand, Gravel & Asphalt o

98 N. Spencer Rd.,e Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA _ g
vyww.popgsgnqandgravgl.gom, .

~ Reliable ~

www.durkintrucking.com
¢s Spencer
508-885-4499

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! \usic

308 4

LAKESIDE

1/16 Easy Season BINGO
1/23  Jonny Taylor ~ _EVERY
1/24 Bad Tickers 7709
WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99
o e Three-Course Meal Deals

Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

> out the
" new Fall/
Winter
menu

Find us on

Facebook

example by choosing kindness, helping
others, and showing respect in their words
and actions each day.

The assembly concluded with a spirited,
school-wide activity that added an extra
layer of fun and camaraderie: a friendly
gym “snowball fight.” Classes competed
in timed rounds, staying on their own side
of the court while tossing rolled-up white
socks—“‘snowballs”—back and forth. The
class with the fewest snowballs on its side
at the end of 60 seconds won the round.

ty. Students are encouraged to follow his

HUGE
KITCHEN
PACKAGE ¢

h
€
[
>

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

n2é

GI.EAIIANGE'

Teachers joined the competition as well,
chers  j p s LAUNDRY L: $269 SAVE UP TO i
adding to the laughter and school spirit. REB ATES (REGUL ARLY 3 499) o FREEZER
Saint Joseph School’s monthly assem- U N. 299 70 I 0"' SO 99
blies are intentionally designed to balance - » Q n 799
celebration with formation—recognizin e ST Bl 2 (REGULARLY $599) (— AMANA )
with gnizing || [, GEDELUXE ) (GE oEoxE ) FRIGIDAIRE ) [SAMSUNG TOP LOAD (GE 27 cu.rr. \( 5 CU. FT. SHER
students, reinforcing values, and creating 43” Smart TV.......oooo $199.99 AR FRY WASHER & DRYER | | FRENCH DOOR CHEST WASHER OR
. et Regularly $249.9 DISHWASHER GAS RANGE DISHWASHER Pair - Reg. $1199.99 REFRIGERATOR DRYER
joyful traditions that help students feel con- B Reg. $499.99 Reg m b Reg. $399.99 $ 99 R, 51995.99 FREEZER Reg. $599.99
nected, supported, and proud to be part of Reguiarly $260.00 T 5399‘99 ‘299* Aggg‘\m ‘1399 | °189°°
the SJS ity. i ision..$229.99 ‘, LS —————
€ 54> community E el (WHIRLPOOL 21 OU. FI'1 FR!I;G(I:IIJJAIFI}_E FAMOUS MAKGR LG om0 MAYTAG DE(IEUXE‘ WHIRLPOOL | WE INSTALL
» i WASHER OR
LR TRl (1P RO | mermcenaton | “ichowave || WASHER S DRYER || WEET || SIDE BY SIDE Nﬁ%\aﬂsgg,&
- - " s .99 sReg 699.99 Reg'$249'9.9 s .99 Reg. $699.9.9 s .ss
For Advertising 757 DTV, %699 | 599~ ) ‘229" || *1399*)| 549" || *1199* | nisuwaskErs!
Information INSTANT 140 MAIN STREET,
Call 774-200-7308 FINANCING SPENCER, MA
email:
mikaela@ UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

s e
m ' Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-7pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!
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FULL Full Auto Body
DETAILING & Automotive Repair
nside & m”Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires

Check Engine Light

Batteries & Featunng
= Antifreeze Testing ~All Major Brang
AUTOCARE  Ereq w/oil change  Name Tires

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

B= 508-867-9736 K

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS ., .

;l-\n- - |

s ;’

o

House Clean Outs * Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics

Whole Houses ¢ Hot Tubs, Pools,

Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

SSITE CANY,

MARINIE

Tops . Interlors Covers
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

TREE SERVICE

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References
Workmans Comp Insured

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental ;
e Hazardous Tree Removal -
¢ Stump Grinding
¢ Bohcat Rental
e Lot Clearing

¢ Storm Clean-up 1
* Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
e Astroturf For Sale

¢ Asian Longhorn Beetle Gertified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

e = ~= [ a0

Young’s

Tree

Service

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured -!-
Free Estimates BBB

LEGALS

Berthiaume

announces

~ local office
hours

REGION State Rep. Donnie
Berthiaume and Chief of Staff, Donna,
and Sen. Peter Durant’s office invites
Constituents and town officials to meet
them to express any concerns, ideas, or
issues that they may need assistance with.
Please feel free to contact Donna if you
would like a private meeting. 774-402-4742

Wednesday, Feb. 11 — In the Town of
West Brookfield, at the Senior Center, 11:15
am.-12:15 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 11 — In the Town of
Brookfield at the Town Hall, 12:30 — 1:30
p-m.

Thursday, Feb. 12 — Town of North
Brookfield — Senior Center 11 a.m.-noon

Wednesday, Nov. 18 — in the Town of
Leicester at the Senior Center, 9 — 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 18 — In the Town of
Spencer, at Howe Village, 10- 11 a.m.
- With Tammy Ruda from Rep. Marsi’s
Office.

Wednesday, Nov. 18 — In the Town of
East Brookfield at the Senior Center 11:15
a.m. — noon.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Wednesday, January 28th, 2026,
at 7:00pm
Banquet Room, Brookfield Town
Hall, 6 Central Street,
Brookfield, MA
In accordance with provisions of G.L.
c.111, §31, the Board of Health will hold
a Public Hearing on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 28th, 2026, at 7:00pm in the Ban-
quet Room of the Brookfield Town Hall
located at 6 Central Street, Brookfield,
MA 01506, to review and hear com-
ments relative to a proposed amend-
ment to the Board of Health Regulation
entitled Restricting the Sale of Tobac-
co Products. Proposed amendment in
the draft regulation include, but are not
limited to, amending restrictions on the
sale of and the nicotine content of oral

nicotine pouches.

The proposed regulation can be re-
viewed by contacting the Brookfield
Board of Health at (508) 867-2930 ex-
tension 22 and may be found at www.
mytowngovernment.org/01506 under
Board of Health

Any person interested or wishing to
be heard on this proposed regulation
should appear at the time and place
designated.

January 9, 2026

January 16, 2026

January 23, 2026

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
Docket Number: 25 SM 004057
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:
Thang T. Luong a’k/a Thang Trac
Luong
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Towd Point Mortgage Trust 2020-3,
U.S. Bank National Association, as
Indenture Trustee
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
East Brookfield, numbered 306 West
Sturbridge Road, given by Binh Ta
Luong to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.,
dated May 24, 2007, and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
41226, Page 85, and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service of
the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure

of the above-mentioned property on
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before February 16, 2026, or you
may lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on January 2, 2026.
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

28787

January 16, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P1175EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Joseph A. Kularski, Jr.
Also known as: Joseph A. Kularski
Date of Death:08/11/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Adjudica-
tion of Intestacy and Appointment of
Personal Representative has been
fled by Chad A Kularski of Abing-
don VA requesting that the Court en-
ter a formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in the
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Joseph A Kularski, lll of Charleston
SC be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
02/10/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the

Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: January 08, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

January 16, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No.WO26P0005EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Joseph O’Mara
Date of Death: 11/08/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication
of Intestacy has been filed by Karen
Wilson of Worcester MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Karen Wilson of Worcester MA be
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
02/03/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date:January 05, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

January 16, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P0014EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Christopher Mcinnes
Date of Death: 11/16/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of
Personal Representative has been
filed by Gail M Mcinnes of Spencer
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Gail M Mcinnes of Spencer MA be
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
02/03/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.
Date:January 07, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

January 16, 2026
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Local residents named to Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire
— Saint Anselm College has released
the Dean’s List of high academic
achievers for the first semester of the
2025-2026 school year. To be eligible
for this honor, a student must have
achieved a grade point average of 3.4
or better in the semester with at least
12 credits of study which award a letter
grade. This semester there were a total
of 702 students from 25 states, the
District of Colombia, and 3 countries.

Mark W. Cronin, Dean of the College,
announced that Abigail Bernabei of
Leicester has been named to the Dean’s

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS
774-200-7308

» STORRS, Conn. Douglas
at Salnt Anselm — The University of Kaylee Bolin,
List for the fall 2025 semester. Connecticut congratu-  Ashlyn Leonard
lates the following stu-
About Saint Anselm College dents on being named  Dudley
Founded in 1889, Saint Anselm the Dean’s List for Thaomy Phung
College is a four-year liberal arts col- the fall semester of .
L 2025. Fiskdale
lege providing a 2Ist century edu-
oo . - Grace Connors
cation in the Catholic, Benedictine Auburn
tradition.. Located in southern New Lily Derenas, Grafton
Hampshire near Boston and the sea- Nathan ~Gawronski, Sahnavi Rao
coast, Saint Anselm is well known for Sydney Lamontagne ~ Palimar,  Catherine
its strong liberal arts curriculum, the Wroge
New Hampshire Institute of Politics,  Charlton .
a highly successful nursing program, Colleen Cumming,  Groton

Chloe Graves, Akshat

a legacy of community service and a ™I
Viswanath

commitment to the arts.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

Allegra Gutermann,
Madelyn Kelly, Megan
Miller, Treyton Palmer

Local residents named to UConn Dean’s List

Leicester
Sarah Brouillard Southbridge
Niyana Ramos
Millbury
Samuel Bazydlo, Spencer
Francesca Beyer, James Mcnicol
Quinn Romaine
Sturbridge
Millville Kathleen Cropley
Ashley Pisano, Julia
Trujillo Upton
Marina  Brockett-
Milton Delgado,
Odia Iyamu, Christensen
Matthew  Paquette,
Amelia Stallions Uxbridge

Adam Chen, Sydney

Northbridge Daniels, Grace Mathieu
Sara Bedigian,

Adriana Tilison, Keira Whitinsville

Touhey Ian Gahan

Place your ad'teday!
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WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

For Advertising
Information
Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

CENTURY TOOL

——COMPANY, INC————
PRECISION MACHINING

CenturyToolUSA.com

w0’ 10,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!

Employment Type: Full-Time
Shift: 15t Shift (Mon-Thurs: 6am-3:30pm, Fri: 6am-10am
About the Role:

Century Tool is seeking experienced, highly qualified Tool Makers and CNC Machinists to
join our precision manufacturing team. This position is ideal for individuals who excel in
producing tight-tolerance components in a job shop atmosphere and want to contribute to
a high performance, team oriented environment.

What We Offer:

-$10,000 sign-on bonus for qualified personnel, (see Sign-on Bonus Eligibility below).
- Top hourly rate based on experience

- BC/BS PPO Medical, dental and vision insurance

-401k

- Paid time off and holidays

- Climate-controlled facility

+ - Annual Bonus

Qualifications:
+ - Minimum 5-10 years of Tool Making and/or CNC machining experience (milling, turning,
surface grinding)
- Strong undertstanding of G-code, tooling, and machining best practices
- Ability to read and interpret technical drawings
- Experience with Fanuc, ProtoTrak, and Hurco controls preferred
- Demonstrates commitment to quality, safety, and continuous improvement

Sign-On Bonus Eligibility:
The $10,000 sign-on bonus is available to candidates who meet experience and skill
requirements and successfully complete onboarding milestones. Bonus is paid in structured
installments over the first year of employment.

HOW TO APPLY:

Submit your resume to centurytool@centurytoolcompany.com or contact (860) 923-9523.
Qualified applicants will be contacted to schedule an interview and facility tour.

Kavon

Age 12

Registration # 8878

joys being supportive and kind to his friends. Kavon likes going
to school and is eager to learn new things. His favorite subjects
are science and art, where he gets to explore, experiment, and
be creative.

+ 4 o Friday’s Child & + +

Kavon is a sweet, friendly, and
outgoing young boy with a warm
and engaging personality. He
loves drawing, watching cartoons,
playing games on his tablet,
spending time in the water, and
kicking around a soccer ball. Kav-
on is personable and funny, with
a great sense of humor that helps
him build strong connections with
those around him. He is also very
responsible and considerate—of-
ten reminding his peers to push
in their chairs or turn off the water
after using the sink. Always ready
to lend a helping hand, Kavon en-

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21189474869

IIf you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from foster
care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Ex-
change (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adop-
tion process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help
children and teens in foster care.
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Connection

Community

JPJ[ZZ

WORTHEAS 75177 i< OUR
r\ Passcon

Fresh mgredtents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.
Since 1997

Open 7 Days a Week » We Deliver
JANUARY SPECIALS

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,

and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Hamburg
Pizza
Sm. $6.99
Lg. $9.99

Leicester
1205 Main St.
508-892-9276

Chicken Cutlet or

Chicken Parm Su
Sm. 8” $5.99 EVERYDAY 11-4

Lg. 12” $6.99
Cannot be combined

Small
Cheese Pizza

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.

only $5.001 Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

Shower Valves,Qutside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

NO LIMIT!

with other specials or coupons.

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567

208.243.9797 Fropane

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MASTER @

\orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
JEWELERS™

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL ~ PROPANE

MCEPRA Tanks Filled

J EW E L ER S (11— $4.99 301-500..000000r0eee $225 10 80%
L[| 27 [ J— $3.49 500 PLUS .$2.10
Fine Jewelry & Gifts 76-150 i $2.95 Duel Fuel ......... $3.75 Driver
151-300.000rs0ee $2.55 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 1/12/26 was s3-1 9 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

€y

“Gall Us First!”

*prices subject to change

erEmn

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

E3E

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Gt Space?

Contact Mikacla Today
774-200-7308
mikacla@

we do. stonebridgepress.news

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides

of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

= ///:/// s 7//:/‘///\:;//‘:/’ //:4///\:4//\* p— ==

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

7/ g, =7 . = =

\

Alissa
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Various artistic
activities can be
considered hobbies,
including this
pastime that
involves clay.

Alenod uamsuy

Creative Coloring

Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

Double Word Puzzle

Unscramble the individual words to reveal letters for the phrase.

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

(9) JAN (V)

)

1909: Ernest
Shackleton and his
expedition find the
magnetic South Pole.

1920: The League of
Nations holds its
first council meeting
in Paris, France.

1969: Soviet
spacecraft Soyuz 4
and Soyuz 5 perform
the first-ever docking
of crewed spacecraft

in orbit.

NICHE

a specialized
segment of the

FCART
6 2 1 7
TIGNTINK
5 3 3
ISTRAT
1 2 4 3
NTIPA
3
D
1 2 3 4 1 5 6 1

3 4 market

S}DJO PUD SV :Jomsuy

@€ How the

€€ sa
that i m..y.

J 9

English: Hobby
Spanish: Pasatiempo
Italian: Passatempo
French: Passe-temps
German: Zeitvertreib

o
?

Hobbies have many benéefits,
including reducing stress,
improving mood,
fostering

social connections,
and encouraging
community
involvement.

*Did
N

Get the i@y
PICTURE?

R

—_—
K g
Can you guess what
the bigger pictureis?

aulyoouwl BU!MSS JaMsSuUy

SUDOKU

Level: Advancad

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

gli|e]|s|F|E|E|E]|8
Llglglgle|elr|i)&
1 ELRd B RERA kRS
AR Bk B
gle|s)se|i|i]8]|¥|€
A E1IR HEEIE B
cly|Li]L]|E|B)E|S]9
glL|eli]s|e]e|2|¥
HAEIEl EEE AR

‘HIMSNV

RESOLUTIONS WORD (S)EARCH
WORDS
Fun By The HABTITU JTLABTETPSBT CTTLPA ARSI
Numbers M HJPESRMBT CLYHSASEBUGYV ety
I ECYRPANOAHATFT CTTCGOUTEE ASPIRATION
Lik les? U B WU CRIRNUDNTNTITFUOGHA ASTDSG CHANGE
IKe puzz'es: NIOHOTSTFYGIMET OTITETCUWTCHC COMMITMENT
Then you'll love OMBFMTTFDTETPPVTIUVC CNATIRTD DETDElgg'I'yL‘I\J'EON
sudoku. This I PJNTETUOTAEWPANEU UTIUTIC FOCUS
mind-bending TREPGNRNTCNTPETRTTDMMSTIR RN GOAL
. HABIT
puzzle will have N OCJNOMETGCTITLRTFU OTISETPTUOO G
EVTMSTAMOTA ASSTLG®OTENTBTI
you hooked from TEIVNSTTUUWTIAVARNTTT Ao
the moment you NMVIOTETITINU OES ST CMGOTETITA MINDSET
square off, so I1 EESILOMTR RNTTITEA AGSA AN MOTIVATION
sharpen your CNHTITTINMAYTETEWT CT CVHBSSTI ot
nail and out AT OOAMVYOBUVURNPROMTISTEHM PLAN
pe P 6 CCNRGCSCTISTT CETG GRUTR RITLITE PROGRESS
your sudoku G YAUTITIUYTLYYETDTCMEBTUVPE PROMISE
savvy to the test! I JPCPWHDTISOCTIPLTINETBNT v
UUJOSGWGTYNETYTETDTITE?JOE TRANSFORMATION
HRGLAAMUYMHIETFPT ORTECHD VISION
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwanrds.

Email Us,

news@ N
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!I!!

AN
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REAL ESTATE

Y
: P 00 'aa 3
hope2own.com >( P Featuned Listing (.
D 508.943.4333 === DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE CRH
Starnon Pelletien - Owaner Broboer ' . = 2 -FAMILY offers 2,354 SF of living area! 2 Large Apartments, 5 Spaclous
Licensed in MA, CT & RI o Pk - Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of
= e | " 44e yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want S % [l "1l light that flows into these apartments! 2nd fir apt has a private enclosed rear
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 Your Listings! _ r‘ 2 "9";‘_""'“{.-.__’;‘*; - entry with it's own outside covered porch. Updates were done to electric &
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! g o == roof to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied $379,900.

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

(L) Featuned New OOl 7o [ Y&« . WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD

xS g0, Siope Real Estate gmuf) 1 L . % NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style

IX N0 T L B AT \ yi opened its doors with a simple mission: to - 1 Home! Tucked away on Cooper Ad, Wob-
O Tndian Point # 10 " Private Rd serve our community Biy he lping our Clients

' ster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/
nawgaw tﬁe real estate mar Eet'

& Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at
this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area,
7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings.
B Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main

AS we Celebrate 20 years Of Success’ BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full

we wish to express our sincere
gratitude for the support of our
amazing Clients ~
Past, Present & Future & the
Communities we serve in MA, CT & RI!

. Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Finished Lower
_ level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough
| plumbed Central AC! Garage $649,900.

WEBSTER 19 FIRST STREET

- Bring an open mind to this unique
¢ property & let your creative design
|deas flow! This one level 1,040 sf,

3 BR home is reminiscent of an
English Country Cottage! It evokes
{ a cozy, rustic, lived-in vibe. The

overall aesthefic is one of practi-
cal comfort, collected charm and a
*  relaxed sllghtly whimsical atmos-
phere. Key characteristics include

3 = <o ; o s ) I
Astounding Panoramic Views across mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun Here sto an0thery ear:

drenched from early morning sunrise till sunset! View the lake from all 1 spacious rooms, hardwood floors,
windows. Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced Liv- Best wishes from all of us gr“g'}:f%glf vrﬂpagltladlﬁr: ﬂvﬁ.ﬁé'sy
ing Room! Recent Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-in closet. e replacement windows, etc. Move
Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage. $ 900,000, at Hope Real Estate Group! -._._;‘-‘-,.~ | rigntin! $304,900

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugqg

WEBSTER LAKE Webster Lake Waterfront 31 Baywew" ‘Zﬂe&m A’aée - .?02 Retldeen Toland Webster Lake Waterfront
WATERFRONT LIS'I1NG' KILLDEER HD ; - —~— Renovated + move-in ready 8 Long Island
n m s o e - j | lakefront home w/1,700+/- Sq  Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique lsland
s 1| ft. Open kitchen/dining/living Cottage, with Rare Boal House Included! Extremely Unique,
1 ) w_/cathedral_ceilings + wall (_)f = ‘ ﬁ“&ﬁﬂ:}éﬂ;g“;}{‘;ﬁcﬂfﬂn
il |]| AT I“II” ||||;.. | windows. Primary suite w/pri- 'LV ® o Vester-Year! 1,240 SF. 6 Rms,
.| vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 1 F?og;lg,ér;/facﬂgfafwﬁgi‘f'gm
2nd Full bath. Lower level A Siow, Wrap-rround Screcped
family room w/walkout to o Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full
| water. Wraparound deck, new " Bath/Shower/Laundry & Work-
4 vinyl railings, terraced yard, SHlop A BetiolyTowm RHr/Sw
| sandy beach, professional
landscaping. Many updates

. Off-Season Water Use! 14,300
| SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of
Shoreline. $595,000

B e e e s henoarase ! Panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+

bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room, ~ BedS, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51’ of sandy beachfront! $799,000. Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1 100,000
= = s 5

g Private Well for Outdoor &/or
$775,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE REMI
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

T Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

il CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

BUYER DUDLEY- Near Schools
OPPORTUNITIES Easy Commute

foreaiosore AUCTION

107 Highfield Dr., Southbridge, MA
1,300 sf, 2BR, 2BA Ranch on .31x Acres
In “Pleasant Hills Estates” (55+)

-si *Fi
a5 0 coiiod opost 5 s it HAPPENING NOW!I! yikeplace
M . Sellers are Creating AR g o

aAQQ)NIEDng Opportunities for Buyers e w o i R

Iano, juMerms & More at: in the New Year!! S E : E;ogm

WWW. anning.com . . e = -Car

800.521.0111 MAAuc Lic# 111 + Ref # 26-2222 View Propertzes Now Before S ’g Garage

Market Heats Up!! 143 Charlton Rd. $595,000

Dudley- New Construction DUDLEY- NEW LISTING

2 Acres or 7 Acres

*24’ Great NOW AVAILABLE FOR

Room VIEWING!!
Energy *6 Room Ranch
Efficient + 2 Bath
*Gas Heat/ . ) aths
= * Central Air Family Room
128 Old Southbridee Rd *Gourmet *Garage/ Private Yard
ou ridge . .
$699,000 or $798,§0000 Kitchen Call for Details $400’s

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

WE'VE GOT LAND!!!
DUDLEY- 30.2 Acres- Perfect for
Privacy, recreation, entertainment

Donnaflannery@erakey.net

$2 95 ’ 000 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
D U D L EY- 1 . 1 5 AC re- B u | |d YO ur NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callenl 995@co| com

ERA Key Realty

ssssssssss SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com

gEIMAx Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) Dream Home Now $1 24,900 TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

R E / M A x Szymczak L ol .. i SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME z
CRS, GRI, SRES ¥ ; ReMax Vision . A ERAHALLOFFAME [, g
RE/MAX Professional Associates 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = — —

774-230-5044 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT| 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562
Buying or Selling a home?

? Contact Mikaela Today | Eaymeisanol g
G ot S pa Ce a 774_200_7308 nj/lgat:’ the path thrgu};h

Find the home made for you.

your next journey.... Let us work with you to find your dream home.
Lisa Caron Real Estate
.k l BOb Berk REA.L.TOR ABR 42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506 Cell : 508-341-8299
ml ae a Re/MaX VISIOH Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner
w e d 0 Worcester MA GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE,
SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
o ¢ 508-367-9226 . Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative,
SLONCor1 gepl‘ €SS.NEWS bobberkrealtor@gmail.com | [NEENYE
Call for a free market analySiS! Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com
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llI]MIT EIITIHE PIIHTY Wl THIS ﬂll' Music & Movement

e 18™ An r Weddin

P t the Merrick Publi
g Show w/ bits & rtainment! l rary ln rOO ﬁe
BROOKFIELD — Every Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 pm join Julie at
el o, f the Merrick Public Library in Brookfield for songs kids know and lov S etc h mo
AT ‘f‘dﬁ sing, and dance, all while developing early literacy skills through music and hythm
: !
AT

- DC U 'C E NT E R Recommended for ages five and under, but all ages are welco ome . Drop in registra

ecessary. This program is sponsored by the Jeppson Memorial Grant a d h Frie d f

50 Foster Stre the Merrick Public Library.

Worcester MA
SUNDAYHAM 4PM

Srisionsi Sk Richard Sugden
Library presents
“New England Ghosts™

SPENCER — “New England Ghosts” with Jonah Knight will be held at the Richard
Sugden Library, Spencer on Monday, Feb. 2 from 6-7 p.m. (Snow date: Feb. 9.)
BRITY D1 This program features true ghost stories from across New England. This PG-13 storytell-
E : IE ing magic show features one story per state along with magical effects. The stories range
from 1778-2002 and include locations to help attendees plan a road trip.

i ™~
@ MNE j‘“‘ N |||||||

e re——— tonehridgePress.com

CLEARANCE

Wllltel' SALE!
SAWVIE 20-60%

We are in the process s,

¢ Bedrooms
of selling out some of & Tivine R
our current stock to ¢ 1ving hooms

¢ 0
make room for new ' Recliners

2024 models. * Qccasional Pieces

Because of this, * Entertainment
we are offering Centers

savings throughout
the store! ¢ Sealy Mattresses

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these
items. Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville ® 508-234-8777
FREE Delivery & Removal ¢ FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5




