


2  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, July 10-11, 2025

TO PLACE AN AD 
WITH STONEBRIDGE PRESS:
ADvERTISING ExECuTIvE

MIkAELA vICTOR

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
LEGAL NOTICES:
(508) 909-4127 
legals@stonebridgepress.news
SuBSCRIPTION SERvICES:
kERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITuARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Stonebridge Ppress
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SuBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Stonebridge Press, 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550’

PRESIDENT AND PuBLISHER

FRANk G. CHILINSkI 
860-928-1818 ExT. 103

 frank@salmonpress.news

BuSINESS MANAGER

RYAN CORNEAu 
860-928-1818 ExT. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

JIM DINICOLA 
508-764-6102

jim@stonebridgepress.news

EDITOR

BRENDAN BERuBE

508-909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news

PRODuCTION MANAGER

JuLIE CLARkE 
860-928-1818, ExT. 305 

julie@villagernewspapers.com

Stonebridge PreSS

Stonebridge 
Press

The Charlton Villager (USPS#024-954) is published weekly by Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm 
St., Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical postage paid at Southbridge, MA and additional mailing 
office(s). POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Stonebridge Press P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 
01550.

ChurCh Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
508- 248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
 www.charltonfedchurch.org 
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open tO CLOse

Charlton town hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PubliC library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

PoliCe DePartment (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DePartment (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post oFFiCes
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

sChools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

vILLAGER ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

southbriDge town hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JaCob eDwarDs PubliC library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Charlton
None

Holland
$610,000, 33 Pine tree dr, costa, david m, and costa, de-

spina a, to flaherty sr, thomas p, and flaherty, maureen a.
$309,000, 335 Mashapaug rd, guskey, marianne e, to hus-

sey, adam a, and hussey, katherine a.

Southbridge
$450,000, 398 Durfee st, lang, james, and qu, daoning, to 

lima, estenio l, and lima, vanuse e.
$439,900, 646 Lebanon hill rd, emily l cormier rev t, and 

cormier, shawn p, to packard, dylan, and ortiz, celina.
$355,379, 379 Whitetail cir, craig, erin r, to stuart, maris-

sa.
$300,000, 11 Sayles st, mathieu, cheyenne c, to delacruz, 

juan.

Sturbridge
$640,000, 28 Woodlawn dr, tan, yi, and yu, xunjie, to chen, 

sherry, and chen, xia.
$100,000, 12 Summit ave, talbot ft 2015, and talbot, patri-

cia a, to hebert, gregory.

reaL estate

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police Department 
reported the following arrests during the week of  June 23-
30.

Vladimir Devil, age 37, of  Southbridge was arrested on 
June 23 in connection with a warrant.

A 31-year-old female from Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest on June 24 for Simple Assault & Bat-
tery.

Damon Shayne Gosselin, age 24, of  Spencer was arrested 
on June 24 for Assault & Battery with a Dangerous Weapon 
(To Wit, a Motor Vehicle), Leaving the Scene of  Personal In-
jury, Negligent Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, and a Marked 
Lanes Violation.

Jesse Jerome Lloyd, age 27, of  Whitinsville was arrested 
on June 24 for a Marked Lanes Violation, Possession of  a 
Class A Drug, Operating Under the Influence of  Drugs, and 
Negligent Operation of  a Motor Vehicle.

Kevin Joseph Mondor, age 37, of  Southbridge was arrest-
ed on June 25 for Domestic Assault and Battery.

Dante T. Blake, age 26, of  Southbridge was arrested on 

SOuTHBRIDGE POLICE LOG
June 25 in connection with a warrant for Operating a motor 
vehicle after suspension of  license.

Nikko-Tomas Onil Letendre, age 20, of  Southbridge was 
arrested on June 27 for Possession of  Ammunition With-
out FID Card, Reckless Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, Pos-
session of  a Class B Drug, Possession of  a Large Capacity 
Firearm Used in a Felony, and multiple counts of  Carrying 
a Firearm Without a License, Carrying a Loaded Firearm 
Without a License, Possession of  a Large Capacity Feed-
ing Device, Improper Storage of  a Large Capacity Firearm 
Near a Minor, Possession of  a Large Capacity Firearm, and 
Possession of  a Large Capacity Firearm in a Motor Vehicle. 
Dakota Douglas Seay, age 22; Kristina Marie Trifone, age 31; 
Luis Miguel Zayas, Jr., age 23; and a juvenile, age 15, all of 
Southbridge, were arrested during the same incident on the 
same charges.

A 29-year-old male from Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest on June 28 for Leaving the Scene of 
Property Damage and a Marked Lanes Violation.

An 18-year-old male from Lunenburg received a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest on June 29 for Failure to Stop for 
Police, driving at a rate of  speed greater than was deemed 
reasonable and proper, a Marked Lanes Violation, Negligent 
Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, Reckless Operation of  a Mo-
tor Vehicle, Failure to Signal, a Miscellaneous Motor Vehi-
cle Equipment Violation, a Motor Vehicle Lights Violation, 
Weaving Between Lanes, an Unlawful Yellow Line Crossing, 
and multiple counts of  Failure to Stop or Yield.

Kenneth Jaquan Best, age 19, of  Southbridge was arrest-
ed on June 29 for Domestic Assault and Battery.

Derek Matthew Patricks, age 41, of  Southbridge was ar-
rested on June 29 in connection with a warrant for Larceny 
in an amount under $1,200.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police Department 
reported the following arrests during the week of  June 30 
to July 7.

A 40-yer-old female from Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of  arrest on June 30 for Malicious Destruction 
of  Property valued at less than $1,200.

Felix J. Resto, age 36, of  Southbridge was arrested on 
June 30 for Possession of  a Class B Drug (subsequent of-
fense) and multiple counts of  Possession of  Ammunition 
Without FID Card. Troy L. Souto, age 27, of  Southbridge was 
arrested during the same incidentin connection with mul-
tiple warrants. A 31-year-old from Southbridge received a 
summons in lieu of  arrest during this incident for Traffick-
ing in 18 Grams or More of  Crack Cocaine, and a 37-year-old 
from Southbridge also received a summons for Possession 

of  a Class A Drug (subsequent offense).
Jamil A. Rivera, age 44, of  South-

bridge was arrested on June 30 in con-
nection with a warrant.

A 20-year-old male from Southbridge 
received a summons in lieu of  arrest on 
June 30 for a Moped violation, Negligent 
Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, and Fail-
ure to Stop for 

Turn To PD page  10
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FOR SALE 
•Eclipse Exerciser 

Brand New 
•Piano Keyboard 

Brand New
Asking $300
 For Both

Call 508-266-0178
 Leave Message 

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

Building community with “courageous conversations”
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — In a 
time where social me-
dia and other “commu-
nication” outlets seem 
geared to promoted con-
flict rather than com-
munication, Michelle 
Chalmers is still focused 
on building common 
ground.

For years, the Charl-
ton resident has been 
a racial justice educa-
tor, largely because her 
own family is biracial 
– her husband and two 
sons are black. While 
she went into marriage 
thinking our society 
was equal, she said she's 
come to see it's not, and 
the people who have the 
most influence on her 
children are white teach-
ers and police officers.

“We all need to un-
derstand the system in 

which we live,” Chalm-
ers told a recent meet-
ing of  the new Central 
Mass Common Ground, 
a group aiming to bridge 
political and social dif-
ferences in the area. 

It meets at Charlton 
Library, and has mem-
bers from Charlton, 
Sturbridge, Southbridge 
and Woodstock, among 
other towns.

For her, that explora-
tion led to seeing a need 
for ways to build com-
mon ground among peo-
ple who might not see it 
at first. That's not some-
thing widely taught in 
schools or other public 
settings; she said we're 
“not taught how to ac-
tively listen,” but that's 
“a skill we can learn in 
all of  our relationships.”

“Sometimes, these 
courageous conversa-
tions can be triggering 

and difficult,” she added.
Chalmers has been 

doing it for years, most-
ly using a system she 
calls “transformational 
conversations.” The ba-
sic goal is to help people 
find common interests 
that will enable them to 
maintain (or create) re-
lationships with the peo-
ple they might disagree 
with.

It's mostly based on 
the ideas of  Dr. David 
Campt, whose website 
dubs him “The Dialogue 
Guy.” The site describes 
its goal as helping peo-
ple who “know that they 
have the internal wis-
dom to better address 
complex problems but 
also know they are not 
operating at their high-
est potential” to unlock 
“the power of  dialogue 
for improving inclusive 
decision making.”

“Dialogue in a small 
group of  people is a crit-
ical process for explor-
ing the power of  group 
intelligence, and we are 
certainly passionate ad-
vocates of  this approach 
to engaging groups,” 
a different page states. 
“But we also believe 
that an organization’s or 
community’s problems 
sometimes require the 
engagement of  more di-
verse voices than can be 
in one small group.”

Chalmers said Campt 
uses the acronym RACE 
as his method's core con-
cept to promote “engag-
ing with empathy.” 

The R is for “reflect 
and relax” – taking a mo-
ment to assess how you 
feel when someone says 
something you dislike. 
She noted people often 
get defensive, but don't 
know why, and it helps a 

lot to “get more comfort-
able being uncomfort-
able in such situations.”

Chalmers encourag-
es using a basic deep 
breathing exercise 
“when we want to freak 
out” – inhaling for a 
count of  five, holding it 
for two, then exhaling 
for seven – a few times in 
succession. While doing 
so, consider whether you 
should really respond 
now, later, or ever.

If  you do so, Campt's 
A is for “Ask for under-
standing.” The speaker 
might be using terms 
in a way that's differ-
ent from how you'd use 
them, or you might have 
missed a key point. Ask 
them how they came to 
see its meaning that way 
– did they experience 
something that taught it 
to them, or did they hear 
it from others? 

T h a t 
leads into 
the C, which 
means “Con-
nect” – shar-
ing lived 
experiences 
that might 
be similar or 
how they're 
d i f f e r e n t , 
leading to 

common ground. (As 
Chalmers' handout de-
scribes it, this step is to 
“find the chocolate in the 
trail mix.”)

Finally, the E means 
“Expand” on those expe-
riences, to promote wid-
er understanding.

Chalmers asked par-
ticipants to think about 
what they can agree on 
that will enable a shared 
next step. The key is to 
try to understand the 
other person's story be-
fore expressing your 
own, and she noted “try 
not to use the word 'but,' 
and replace it with 'and.'” 
But “negates all you just 
said,” while and contin-
ues the thought and adds 
to it, she noted.

After her summary 
of  the concept, a couple 
people came forward to 
roleplay scenarios of  dis-
agreements from their 
personal experience. 
The group decided they'll 
have brief  roleplay ses-
sions in future meetings.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

Ruth Wells Center displays local student’s art
SOUTHBRIDGE — The 

Ruth Wells Center for the 
Arts is honored to display 
art by Sophia Metcalf  un-
til July 13. The Center is 
located at 111 Main St. in 
Southbridge, and gallery 
hours are Saturday and 
Sunday, noon-4 p.m.

We are pleased to wel-
come Metcalf, the South-
bridge High School Uni-
fied Arts Honors Award 
Recipient for Visual 
Arts. She’s been explor-
ing art avenues for just 
a few years, and current-
ly works in any media 
which takes her fancy. 
Her discovery of  refuge in 
art reflects the wrestling 
match everyone has ex-
perienced to some degree 
in the post-COVID social 
world. We can all relate in some fashion. 

Metcalf  tells us, “It was my yearning for some sort of 
belonging after COVID had hit, that whole time made my 
social anxiety 1,000 times worse than it was, making find-
ing my own niche of  people very difficult. Art was just 
something that had no limits to what you could create, and 

I found that amazing. Ever since then, art has just been a 
big part of  my life.”

This gallery show is open to all, admission as always is 
free, and Sophia’s work can be seen July 5, 6, 12 and 13 from 
noon to 4 p.m., or by appointment during the week. For more 
information, go to ruthwellscenter.com or call 508-764-3341.

Southbridge Lions Club seeks sponsors 
for Cornhole Tournament 

SOUTHBRIDGE — The South-
bridge Lions Club is proud to an-
nounce the return of  its annual 
Cornhole Tournament, scheduled for 
Saturday, Sept. 20. This much-antic-
ipated community event promises a 
day filled with spirited competition, 
camaraderie, and fun for all ages. Full 
event details will be released in the 
coming weeks.

In preparation for the tournament, 

the Lions Club is seeking sponsors for 
the cornhole board sets used during 
the event. Each $500 sponsorship in-
cludes a custom-designed board fea-
turing the sponsor’s logo, offering lo-
cal businesses and individuals a great 
opportunity to support a community 
cause while receiving prominent vis-
ibility. Sponsors are asked to submit 
a high-resolution PDF of  their logo 
along with payment. As of  now, eight 

board sponsorships remain available. 
To become a sponsor or learn more, 
please contact: Mike Comeau at 774-
431-0768 or Chris Colon at 774-230-6944.

Please note that board orders must 
be finalized within the next couple of 
weeks, so prompt responses are appre-
ciated. Let’s work together to make the 
Southbridge Lions Club 2025 Cornhole 
Tournament the most successful one 
yet!

CHARLTON — Do you know where your food comes from? Have you met 
the farmers that grow your food? Is local food really healthier? 

Come learn about local food, the farmers that grow it, and how to support 
farms here in Central Massachusetts. See how eating local benefits you, 
helps your neighbors, 
and is good for the 
planet! Presented by 
David Reed, Executive 
Director of  Central 
Mass Grown. Registra-
tion is appreciated but 
not required and can 
be done by visiting our 
website/event calen-
dar at charltonlibrary.
org.

Charlton Public Li-
brary is located at 40 
Main St. in Charlton.

Charlton Public Library presents 
“Local Food Matters” with Central 

Mass Grown July 15
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Wednesday price 7/2/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Call or Text (508)764-7415
www.Cormiers.com

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We buy gold!

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947.

42 Central St. Southbridge

Community 
    Connection

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Cornerstone Bank promotes Elizabeth 
Dunn to vice president of benefits 

WORCESTER — Cor-
nerstone Bank, a commu-
nity bank with locations 
throughout Central Mas-
sachusetts, is pleased to 
announce the promotion 
of  Elizabeth Dunn to vice 
president of  benefits. 
She previously served as 
assistant vice president, 
HR business partner. In 
her new role, she will 
lead the development, 
implementation and 
management of  Corner-
stone’s employee bene-
fits programs, ensuring 
compliance, cost-effec-
tiveness and employee 
satisfaction, while also 
advising on strategic 
planning and vendor re-
lationships.

 
“Lyz has more than 

a decade of  valuable 
experience in her field, 
and is intimately famil-
iar with our culture,” 
said Cornerstone CEO 
Todd Tallman. “She has 
demonstrated expertise 
in administering and 
overseeing comprehen-
sive benefits programs, 
ensuring compliance 
with federal and state 
regulations while moni-
toring the effectiveness 
of  our health and welfare 
offerings.”

 
Dunn is a Nichols Col-

Ruth Wells 
Center 

announces 
upcoming 
workshops

lege graduate and a mem-
ber of  the Society for 
Human Resource Man-
agement. She also vol-
unteers with Habitat for 
Humanity and the Com-
munity Harvest Project.

 
About Cornerstone 

Bank
Cornerstone Bank 

was formed in 2017, born 
of  a long history of  sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help people 
and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester Coun-
ty, Massachusetts, Cor-
nerstone Bank’s local 
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model 
enables a unique ability 
to deliver outstanding 
service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone, 
which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, 
operating independently 
under its own name and 
brand, provides the high-
est level of  service and 
expertise for individu-
als, businesses, and com-
munity organizations 
with branch locations 
throughout Central Mas-
sachusetts. Cornerstone 
works to connect custom-
ers with opportunities 

through a broad range 
of  deposit and loan prod-
ucts and services. Built 
on Trust is not just a ta-
gline, but also one of  our 
guiding corporate val-
ues. Whether a business 
or personal partnership, 
Cornerstone stands on 

the foundation that re-
lationships are built on 
trust. To learn about 
Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business bank-
ing offerings, please 
visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

SOUTHBRIDGE — Ruth Wells Center for the 
Arts, 111 Main St. in Southbridge, is very pleased 
to announce a series of  workshops for adults and 
kids- all taking place at the Center.

On Thursday Aug. 14, from 6-8 p.m., Simone Ger-
main will teach a canvas tote painting workshop 
for adults. Participants will learn to paint a sum-
mer scene on a bag- just in time for summer out-
ings. All materials will be provided. Cost is $35 for 
members, $40 for non-members. Registration may 
be found on the website, ruthwellscenter.com.

Annual membership is only $20 for individuals, 
$30 for family membership. Membership forms are 
also on the Web site.

On Saturday, July 12, 10 a.m. to noon, kids will 
make rainbow twirlers. 

Aug. 9 is a t-shirt tie dye workshop, noon to 2 
p.m. 

The September workshop is Saturday, Sept. 
13, 10 a.m. to noon to make backpack charms. All 
workshops for kids are free for paid family mem-
bers or $5 per workshop per child. For $30 a year, 
this is a good opportunity for kids to be creative, 
learn new skills and have fun. Registration is re-
quired in order to plan for materials.

For more information, go to Web site, ruth-
wellscenter.com or call 508-764-3341.

Ruth Wells Center 
spotlights works by 

Martha Moore
SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, located at 111 Main St. 

in Southbridge, is very pleased to offer a collection of  works by Martha Moore. 
Her quilts and knitted creations will be on display in the galleries from July 19-26. 
For more information, go to ruthwellscenter.com or call 508-764-3341. The Ruth 
Wells Center, also known as Quinebaug Valley Council for the Arts and Human-
ities is a non-profit organization promoting art and culture and always welcomes 
new members.

An opening reception for this exhibit, titled “Martha Moore’s Life and Art,” 
will be held July 19 from noon to 4 p.m. The exhibit will be open for viewing 
through July 26.

For many years, Moore owned her own business, Moore Garden and Land-
scape, creating countless gardens and planting trees. Her two- or three-person 
crews were often all women.

A gifted fiber and textile artist, she made her own wedding gown, including 
the lacework. She was a prolific knitter, always working with natural fibers. and 
often starting with raw wool to handwash, card, spin and dye before creating 
exquisite sweaters, hats, shawls and slippers. She also made whimsical hand-
stitched quilts. 

Moore was a charter member of  QVCAH, the Ruth Wells Center for the Arts 
and taught classes here and at the Hitchcock Free Academy in Brimfield. She was 
also a member of  the Southbridge Garden Club.

Whether you knew Martha or not, stop by and see an enchanting exhibit of 
her work, arranged with love by her children.

If  you own a Martha Moore original, please bring it to be photographed. 
Limited items will be on sale.
As always, refreshments will be served at the opening. Gallery hours are Sat-

urday and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. throughout the month.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Laren is a friendly, fun-loving, and 
energetic young girl who brings joy 
and enthusiasm to everything she 
does. She thrives in a structured envi-
ronment where routines are clear and 
consistent, as this helps her feel safe 
and supported. Laren loves being cre-
ative and often spends her time draw-
ing and expressing herself through 
art. Music and dance are also some of 
her favorite outlets—she enjoys mov-
ing to the beat and letting her person-
ality shine. Active and adventurous by 
nature, Laren enjoys outdoor play and 
being on the go, whether it’s exploring 
new places or simply running around 
outside. She has a deep love for an-
imals, especially turtles and other 
aquatic creatures, and enjoys learning 
about them whenever she can. Her in-

terest in sea life is a special part of who she is and brings out her sense of 
wonder and curiosity. With the right support, encouragement, and struc-
ture, Laren continues to grow and shine. She would do best in a nurturing, 
active family that can provide consistency, patience, and plenty of oppor-
tunities to explore her interests. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21182507386 

  Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.           

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.          

Laren  
Age 10 

Registration # 8313 

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Officials denounce conservation cuts
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

REGION — The 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration joins officials 
statewide in condemn-
ing the Trump Admin-
istration’s cancellation 
of  more than $45 million 
in funding to acceler-
ate conservation efforts 
across Massachusetts. 

The cuts include a 
$20.8 million award from 

the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to Massa-
chusetts that would have 
provided long-term pro-
tections for farmlands, 
forests, and wetlands.

State officials said the 
funding was slated to as-
sist farmers and forest 
landowners, particularly 
in small, rural commu-
nities. Funds would have 
been used for projects 
carried out by a coalition 

of  state agencies, land 
trusts, and municipali-
ties.   

Additionally, the 
Trump Administra-
tion has canceled a $25 
million grant to Mass 
Audubon that was set to 
protect more than 10,000 
acres of  forests and 
wetlands along the Con-
necticut River. 

“President Trump is 
yet again taking action 

that will hurt Massachu-
setts’ rural communi-
ties, farmers, and econ-
omy,” said Gov. Maura 
Healey. “This is funding 
that would have been 
used to ensure clean 
water, provide access 
to fresh local food, and 
support our agricultur-
al economy. President 
Trump is making us less 
healthy and weakening 
our economy. He should 
reverse these cuts imme-
diately.”

The cuts will have sev-
eral negative financial 
impacts on rural com-
munities, officials warn. 

“These grants are es-
sential for preserving 
farmland, protecting 
wetlands to reduce flood-
ing risks, and maintain-
ing forests that attract 
tourism and outdoor 
activities,” said Lt. Gov. 
Kim Driscoll. “Cutting 
these funds puts extra 
pressure on local bud-
gets, threatens rural 
jobs, and leaves our com-

munities more vulnera-
ble to disasters.”

With Bay Staters hav-
ing faced emergencies 
resulting from floods, 
droughts, and wildfires 
in recent years, state and 
local officials are calling 
for increases in munici-
pal preparedness initia-
tives and other protec-
tions, not cuts. 

“When we stop pro-
tecting natural lands, we 
lose clean air, flood pro-
tection, and the ability 
to slow climate change,” 
said Massachusetts Ex-
ecutive Office of  Energy 
and Environmental Af-
fairs Secretary Rebecca 
Tepper. “These places 
absorb carbon, shield 
our homes from extreme 
weather, and keep na-
ture in balance. Without 
them, we all feel the im-
pact.” 

Members of  agricul-
tural communities are 
also concerned by the 
cuts.

“Canceling this fund-

ing strips farmers of 
critical tools to keep 
their land in agricul-
ture through voluntary 
conservation easements. 
These agreements help 
make farmland more 
affordable for the next 
generation while al-
lowing farmers to stay 
on the land and keep it 
productive,” said Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources 
Commissioner Ashley 
Randle. “Without this 
support, farmers lose 
options – and some may 
be pushed to sell, putting 
local farming at risk.”

Added David O'Neill, 
President and CEO of 
Mass Audubon, "When 
we terminate grants that 
conserve our forests, 
keep working lands 
working, act as a flood 
protection buffer for 
communities, and lever-
age millions from other 
funding sources, we all 
lose.” 

New trucks spark 
Council debate among 

many purchases
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — Besides han-
dling (re)appointment of  dozens of 
people to boards and other town posts, 
the Council transferred over $1 million 
to balance the books to close out fiscal 
2025 on June 30.

 That's pretty routine for June ev-
ery year. Several vehicle purchases 
sparked some debate, delaying trucks 
for the schools although very similar 
vehicles were approved for the DPW.

At issue were F350/450 pickups with 
plows. Town Manager Jack Jovan said 
the schools requested one of  each to 
replace 2011 trucks, which they use for 
parking lot plowing and assisting the 
DPW on streets near the schools. 

Joe Daou asked if  they'd checked 
vehicles for safety issues, and alleged 
that the DPW has many vehicles just 
“sitting around.”

Jovan replied that the schools had 
provided the council with maintenance 
records, photos of  “body rot” and other 
details. He noted the DPW doesn't have 
enough staff  itself  to plow everything 
and routinely calls on school and sewer 
staff  to help. 

Although the town used to hire 
several plowing contractors each win-
ter, most of  them no longer do it due 
to high insurance requirements and 
better pay from the state. (This has be-
come an issue in several towns.)

After a little back and forth, Jovan 
suggested the council could withdraw 
those two trucks, putting the funds into 
the Capital Stabilization account to get 
them later, and have the schools “artic-
ulate farther for their  needs.” 

Mike Marketti noted the last time 
the council did that, they “ended up 
voting for it anyway.” The council 
voted to delay those trucks ($190,000), 
but approved buying two Chrysler 
Pacificas ($106,000) to use for special ed 
transport. 

Chair Scott Lazo said the council 
will undertake “an inventory of  all 
vehicles” the town owns, what replace-
ments are needed and where he re-
placed vehicles go sometime after the 
new council's sworn in July 7.

Several items later, the council ap-
proved buying two F350s with plows 
for the DPW despite discussing delay-
ing that purchase for the same reasons 
the school purchase was. During that 
discussion, there was some objection 
to the size of  the trucks, with Daou say-
ing he'd like to see smaller ones with 

plows because the big ones require 
CDL licences.

“I don't believe we have enough ve-
hicles,” Jovan said then, without spe-
cific details. “Maybe the school does, 
but the DPW does not.”

He said the town needs to look more 
generally at “vehicle fleet mainte-
nance” and should have a “fleet man-
ager” for its “millions of  dollars in ve-
hicles.”

Outside vehicles, the schools did 
get $450,000 in capital repair spending 
they sought. Charlton Street School 
will get an oil tank and line, plus roof 
work ($100,000 each); Cole Ave's getting 
$100,000 in masonry work; and the mid-
dle/high school's getting $150,000 in 
driveway paving. Jovan said the latter 
will be included in the DPW's three-
year paving bid, due to be sent out soon.

Steve Kelly questioned the wisdom 
of  putting more money into the oil sys-
tem. Jovan said it's needed now, but a 
to-be-created facilities committee will 
look into that issue among other school 
needs. One concern now is that it's un-
certain which buildings the district in-
tends to keep using long term, and any 
state grant funding will require use for 
at least 20 years, Jovan said.

Another major project approved 
was $600,000 to line the East Main 
Street sewer line, which can be done 
from manhole to manhole now, rather 
than having to reopen the new road if 
there's a serious leak later. That came 
up when workers on the ongoing road 
project “found the sewer line would 
break” and hit it a few times while 
doing other work, in part because the 
existing plans didn't show its location 
quite accurately, Lazo noted.

Other items resulted in purchase 
of  a police cruiser and “electronic 
control devices;” a solid waste de-
partment pickup truck; redesignating 
sewer funds from a septage building 
project to a compost screener; buying 
$86,000 in fire department gear; set-
ting aside $300,000 for downtown TIP 
project right-of-way needs; $100,000 to 
match an airport hangar project grant; 
$450,000 for a new ambulance; and a lot 
of  smaller items. Jovan said the total 
would leave $541,021 remaining in free 
cash, which will go to the state to be 
certified for use next fiscal year.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 



Make every dining ex-
perience fun and flavorful 
by including garden fresh 
herbs, vegetables and 
flowers in your meals. Al-
lowing guests to harvest 
and season their drinks, 
entrees and sides from the 
garden or container creates an interac-
tive experience they are sure to remem-
ber.

 
Start your gathering with a review 

of  the menu and a tour of  the gardens. 
Provide guests with a harvest basket 
and snips so they can collect all their 
favorite ingredients. Or gather an as-
sortment of  herbs and vegetables in 
advance and display them in contain-
ers for your family and guests to make 
their own selections.

 
Include a few herbs and vegetables 

that can be blended, muddled or added 
to yours and your guests’ favorite bev-
erage.  Use the hollow stems of  lovage 
as a straw for tomato juice or bloody 
Mary.  You’ll enjoy the celery flavor this 
edible straw provides. Provide mint, 
basil or rosemary leaves to flavor iced 
tea and lemonade. Just set the herbs 
near the beverage table for easy access, 
provide needed utensils, and herbal 
cocktail recipes. 

 
Bring the garden to the party by plac-

ing a few containers of  herbs, edible 
flowers and vegetables on your balcony, 
patio, deck or near the grill.  Use small 
herb containers as edible centerpieces 
and add a pair of  garden scissors or 
snips. Label the plants, offer seasoning 
suggestions, and allow your family and 
guests to season the meal to their taste 
when it arrives. Remind guests to ad-
just the quantity of  herbs used to allow 
for the difference in flavor intensity of 
fresh vs. dried herbs. In general, you 
will need two to three times more fresh 
than dried herbs.  

Add a bit of  color and unique flavor 
to the meal with edible flowers.  Pick 
the flowers early in the day when they 
are at their peak and taste best. Wash 
them by dipping the flower in a bowl of 
water and gently shaking. Remove the 
bitter tasting base of  the petal and the 
reproductive parts from larger flowers 
before preparing. 

 
Make sure the flowers you select are 

edible and free of  pesticides. Let your 
guests know they can eat the flowers, or 
you’ll end up with a pile of  petals on the 
side of  every plate. Try nasturtium and 
daylily blossoms stuffed with cream 
cheese; calendula, pansy, and borage 
petals sprinkled on salad; chive flowers 
for baked potatoes; and mint leaves on 
top of  a slice of  chocolate cake. 
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Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

Some of the 
best memories 

are made in 
flip flops 

Summer is in full swing, with ev-
eryone walking around with a sun 
kissed glow. Apart from mild weath-
er, lush green forests, swimmable riv-
ers and lakes and beautiful flowers, 
there are significant health benefits 
to these summer months. 

Sunlight aids in regulating our 
systems. During the summer months, 
there is a reduced rate of  heart at-
tacks. One study revealed that those 
who suffered a heart attack during 
the summer had survival rates in-
crease by 19 percent. Vitamin D is 
said to play a role in protecting the 
heart as well as regulating calcium 
and phosphorus absorption. 

Individuals tend to eat lighter and 
healthier in the summer, consuming 
more fruits and vegetables, which 
boosts our immune system. Produce 
is in abundance, whether it’s at the 
local farmer’s market or in our own 
back yards. Bring on the watermel-
on! The sun can also cure many skin 
issues, such as psoriasis, dermatitis 
and acne; however, this doesn’t mean 
we can skip the sunscreen. 

Summertime encourages us to get 
out and exercise. Getting the blood 
pumping creates endorphins and 
initiates and improves the flow of 
oxygen to the brain, which in turn 
lowers stress, and can aid in produc-
tivity in other areas of  our lives. The 
longer days also afford us zero ex-
cuse to get out and get it done. 

Because of  the warmer tempera-
tures, we automatically increase our 
water intake. This promotes diges-
tion and flushes the toxins from our 
bodies. 

Sleep disorders tend to fall by the 
wayside or improve during the sum-
mer due to the sun’s early morning 
exposure. Experts say getting sun-
shine between 7 and 9 a.m. every 
morning will help you sleep better at 
night. 

Spending time with friends, fam-
ily and community increases in the 
summer which is key to our men-
tal health. During summer months 
there are more outdoor activities 
that bring folks together such as 
band concerts, farmer’s markets, 
campfires, which are all great places 
to catch up with our neighbors. 

Most people tend to go on vacation 
during the summer, reducing stress 
and burnout. More and more people 
are realizing just how important it is 
to take a breather. 

Summertime helps us to feel more 
footloose and fancy free. There is also 
an overall feeling of  relaxation and 
joy, over simple things like reading a 
book on the front porch, sipping sun 
tea or the smell of  fresh cut grass. 

The rivers flow wildly in the moun-
tains and the lakes remain calm for 
fisherman to drop a line and float 
about, letting all cares melt away as 
the sunlight dances off  the small rip-
ples and waves. Mountain summits 
are picture perfect with blue skies, 
white clouds, vibrant green trees 
with glistening rocks, oftentimes 
creating scenes that don’t even look 
real. 

Take advantage of  the season and 
savor every moment. In the words 
of  the great Henry James, “Summer 
afternoon-summer afternoon; to me 
those have always been the two most 
beautiful words in the English lan-
guage.” 

Stress-test your 
retirement 
portfolio in 

volatile markets

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

If  you’re planning to retire within the next 
few years — or you’ve recently retired — mar-
ket volatility may feel especially unsettling. 
After years of  saving and planning, you’re 
now entering a stage where your portfolio 
may shift from growth to providing income. 
The five-year window before and after your 
retirement date is especially critical — when 
market downturns can have an outsized im-
pact on your long-term financial security.

While you can’t control the markets, there 
are meaningful steps you can take to “stress-
test” your retirement income, so it is not con-
sumed entirely by market drops before you 
stop working.

Explore your short- and medium-term in-
come needs. One of  the most important steps 
to take is to understand how much of  your 
portfolio you’ll need to rely on for income. It 
depends on your other income sources such 
as Social Security, IRAs, 401ks, pensions and 
wages if  you work in retirement. You’ll want 
to avoid taking too much from your portfolio 
in response to a decline because that could 
increase the likelihood that your money may 
not last through retirement. A financial advi-
sor can help you determine your threshold for 
monthly withdrawals, based on your income 
needs, long-term outlook, inflation and risk 
tolerance.

Review your emergency fund. Are you 
able to set aside at least three to six months’ 
worth of  essential expenses in cash or very 
low-risk investments? That could allow you to 
avoid digging too deeply into your portfolio or 
selling stocks or other volatile assets at a loss 
if  the market drops. The income bridge from 
an emergency fund gives your longer-term 
investments time to recover and can reduce 
stress during down markets. You may even 
find you want more than six months in this 
fund to help weather emergencies, depending 
on your risk and your comfort level.

Review your mix. As you approach or be-
gin retirement, does your portfolio reflect 
your need for stability and income? You may 
need to reduce exposure to riskier assets such 
as stocks and increase holdings in more stable 
ones, like bonds or cash equivalents. Your ide-
al allocation depends on your risk tolerance, 
spending needs and other income sources. 
The goal is to shield your savings from major 
losses just as you begin drawing from them.

Consider market swings. If  the value of 
your portfolio dropped 20% tomorrow and 
stayed there for a period of  time, would you 
need to change your lifestyle or spending 
immediately? Would you need to go back to 
work? If  your answer is yes, revisit your asset 
allocation or spending plan. A more conser-
vative approach may offer less upside but can 
provide greater confidence during the early 
years of  retirement.

Assess your spending. Even small budget 
adjustments can make a big difference, espe-
cially early in retirement. Do you need to con-
sider postponing a major purchase or trim-
ming discretionary spending? If  you’re still 
working, directing extra income into savings 
can help build a cushion. If  you’re already re-
tired, keeping withdrawals as low as possible 
during market downturns can help support 
long-term sustainability.

Stay grounded — and get support. Market 
swings are inevitable, but emotional reactions 
and risky investing can lead to costly mis-
takes. Don’t abandon your investment strat-
egy. Instead, focus on what you can control: 
your asset mix, spending and flexibility. A fi-
nancial advisor can help you stress-test your 
retirement plan, evaluate your options and 
stay focused on your long-term goals — even 
when the markets are anything but steady.

 
This article was written by Edward Jones 

for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your lo-
cal Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents

Bring the garden to your 
next gathering

Melinda Myers

Edible nasturtium blossoms brighten up this salad.

To the Editor:
Hi, I’m Riley from Auburn Troop 

101. I’ve been a resident of  Charlton 
since January 2024, and recently, I’ve 
been working towards becoming an 
Eagle Scout. I’m writing today to dis-
cuss my thoughts on a subject which 
matters to me a lot — the challenges 
honeybees face in modern day. 

Honeybees are by far my favorite 
animal, and my grandparents work ex-
tensively with them which has brought 
to my attention the different threats to 
bees such as pesticides or habitat loss. 
I believe that in order for us to combat 
the issues bees face, we should come 
together to support them once a year 
on May 20, which is World Bee Day. On 
World Bee Day, we should host an event 
where we help create a more friendly 
environment for bees by doing things 
such as planting small gardens, plant-
ing flowers, and educating people on 
how to create a safe environment for 
bees, as well as their importance to our 
ecosystem.

Riley Rodriguez
Charlton

Honoring the work 
of honeybees

letters to 
the editor

Harvest your garden and containers 
regularly to keep plants looking good 
and producing. Cut the outer leaves of 
leaf  lettuce when they are four to six 
inches tall to keep the plant growing 
new leaves.  Pick peppers and tomatoes 
when fully ripe, so the plant continues 
flowering and forming new fruit. Re-
move faded flowers as needed to keep 
flowering plants covered with blooms.

 
Dress up your table with a bouquet of 

your favorite garden flowers. Pick a few 
extras to send home with your guests 
and they’ll surely remember your spe-
cial gathering filled with homegrown 
flavor and beauty. 

 
Melinda Myers has written more 

than 20 gardening books, including 
the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small Space Garden-
ing. She hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” instant video se-
ries and the nationally syndicated Me-
linda’s Garden Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and contributing 
editor for Birds & Blooms magazine 
and her Web site is www.MelindaMy-
ers.com.



For those of  us who 
grew up singing carols, 
the lyrics “Let Heaven 
and nature sing” should 
be quite familiar (“Joy 
to the World”). That said, 
I’m really not trying to 
rush Christmas back 
into our midst quite this 
soon, although I am sure 
many among us were 
dreaming of  winter, or at 
least a cool breeze these 
last few days.

Actually, I was think-
ing about worshipping in 
the great outdoors. 

Generally speaking, 
this is something that 
occurs regularly in the 
summer across the Com-
monwealth at various de-
nominations and houses 
of  worship – from prayer 
on the beach, ocean and 
lake, to full services in 
amphitheaters, seaside 
chapels, and cathedrals 
in the woods. 

But specifically my 
thoughts have turned to-
wards a couple upcoming 
Sundays in July where 
yours truly, who is inher-
ently an “indoor cat,” ex-
cept for sailing and other 
boating, will be leading 
some worship services 
and preaching - outdoors. 
Images of  Simon’s Cat® 
loom large!

Although I have 

preached a fair amount 
of  times indoors, even 
worshipped often out-
side at our church, and 
others across New En-
gland, leading worship 
outdoors is a new expe-
rience; one that can be 
daunting, especially with 
acoustics, logistics and 
weather dependence. 

But then again, aren’t 
all new experiences po-
tentially daunting? Isn’t 
that why we say “yes,” 
to such opportunities – 
to face the challenges, to 
learn something in the 
process, to grow? And 
these challenges offer us 
an opportunity to test 
drive our faith, to trust in 
God.

Even for an indoor 
cat, there is something 
sacred about a chapel in 
the woods. Put different-
ly, there’s something pro-
foundly beautiful wor-
shipping outdoors. 

In the midst of  God’s 
creation, surrounded by 
birds singing their own 
forms of  hymns and 
praise, seeing butterflies 
decorating the bushes, 
watching the sunshine 
dance between the leaves 
of  tall trees as a gentle 
breeze blows the branch-
es. Each one in its own 
way celebrating right 
along with us! 

Jesus knew that, 
which is why He is often 
most remembered for His 
outdoor preaching. 

Throughout the Gos-
pel of  Matthew, and else-
where in the New Tes-
tament we read where 
Jesus taught on a boat, 
from a boat, near the wa-
ter, on a hillside, and in 
open air areas of  villag-
es throughout the Holy 
Land.  

Why did God meet His 
people in the outdoors – 
whether Moses or Abra-
ham or so many others? 
Why did Jesus teach and 
do many of  His miracles 
outdoors? It can’t be just 

for the space when ad-
dressing large crowds. 
Even some of  His most 
profound small group 
and One on one healings, 
teachings and miracles 
happened outside.

20 For since the cre-
ation of  the world God’s 
invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clear-
ly seen, being understood 
from what has been made

Romans 1:20

Perhaps it is as simple 
as mixing humans with 
God’s other creations – 
from sky to sea. Perhaps 
it rests upon the relax-
ation we tend to feel from 
a beach chair instead of 
a pew, opening our minds 
and hearts to the basics 
of  our faith- loving God, 
loving each other, pay-
ing attention to who we 
share some space with, 
that matters? 

Perhaps in our infor-
mality, being outdoors 
makes us feel like we are 
at ‘church recess,’ –hav-
ing some liturgical play 
time! In the process we al-
low ourselves to see wor-
ship can be fun (trust me 
we will be having some 
fun!).

Perhaps being in a 
more simple setting we 
can focus on the profound 

issues of  our faith? Per-
haps in an environment 
that stimulates more 
than sight and sound, 
but includes touch and 
smell, we become more 
fully aware of  the unseen 
yet always Present Spirit 
that fills our faith?

If  this sounds like a 
great way to worship in 
the midst of  God’s Cre-
ation, meet friendly peo-
ple who are all finding 
their way at different 
places on their faith jour-
neys, in a welcoming, 
relaxed, beautiful atmo-
sphere, consider outdoor 
worship.

In the Charlton, Spen-
cer, Green Valley area 
there are several houses 
of  worship drawn from 
several denominations 
that will be holding at 
least some services out-
doors. 

Speaking of  which, 
The Good Neighbor 
Church– Charlton City 
UMC (74 Stafford St.) 
has a beautiful chapel in 
the woods! Surrounded 
by a floral prayer trail, 
and complete with wood 
pews and space for beach 
chairs. Lots of  free park-
ing and within an easy 
walk to indoor bath-
rooms at our church, 
round out the experience! 

Starting July 6, weath-
er permitting, we will be 
worshipping outdoors at 
10 a.m. Come join us! 

And if  it is a first time 
for you, that’s OK! We can 
share the first time expe-
rience together. After all, 
the Lord challenges us 
to grow in faith, to help, 
affirm, support and care 
about others, and that 
worship can be done any-
where – in the pews, un-
der the stars, and amidst 
the trees!

Hoping you find a 
place to worship our Cre-
ator in the midst of  His 
creation, and may you 
be blessed by the experi-
ence. See you soon! God 
bless.

1 The heavens de-
clare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim 
the work of  his hands.

2 Day after day they 
pour forth speech; night 
after night they reveal 
knowledge.

Psalm 19: 1,2.
For more information 

about CCUMC: https://
www.charltoncityumc.
org

Email: robinccumc-
media@gmail.com

Blog: https://
w w w. ch a rl t o n c i t y u -
m c . o r g / p o s t / s h o p -
ping-cart-christianity

We’ve neared the top 
of  our top 10 list with 
number 2 today, which is 
estate jewelry, gold, dia-
monds, gold watches. 

I’ll start by discussing 
estate jewelry, vintage 
and antique jewelry. Es-
tate jewelry is generally 
meant to be any jewel-
ry that was previously 
owned regardless of  age. 
Antique jewelry uses 
the same timeframe 
as most antiques, that 
they must be 100 years 
or older. Some consider 
any jewelry less than 100 
years old to be vintage. 
Others say it must be at 
least 50 years old while 
others consider 20- or 
30-year-old jewelry to 
be vintage. Some nicely 
designed, scarce, signed 
costume jewelry brooch-
es have sold in the low 
thousands of  dollars but 
I’ll be discussing jewel-
ry with precious metals 

and gemstones in this 
column.

As with coins, the gold 
or platinum is worth 
at least the scrap value 
of  the metals. Platinum 
jewelry is typically 85 to 
95 percent platinum with 
the rest being alloys. The 
platinum price is around 
$1,400 per ounce as of 
July 5. With gold, the 

number of  karats indi-
cates is purity. 10k gold 
is 41.7 percent gold, 14k 
is 58.3 percent gold, 18k 
is 75 percent gold, and 
24k is 99.9 percent (or 
nearly pure gold). Gold 
price is well over double 
the price of  platinum as 
I write this at $3,346.50. 

While gold and plat-
inum prices are strong, 
diamond prices have 
been declining. Reasons 
being cited are fewer 
weddings, less demand 
for luxury goods, and 
lower demand in Chi-
na. The biggest reason 
for the decline though 
is the decreased price 
of  lab-grown diamonds. 
Reports show lab grown 
diamonds have dropped 
in price between 75 and 
85 percent over a 10-year 
period. 

There are several fac-
tors to consider if  you 

are selling precious met-
als or diamonds. Most of 
us are familiar with the 
4 Cs of  diamonds; cut, 
clarity, color and carat 
weight. The size, weight, 

age, percentage of  gold, 
and design all play a fac-
tor in gold jewelry value.

Auction has proven 
to be a great method to 
sell gold jewelry, watch-
es, and other valuables, 
especially when you are 
unsure of  its value. In 
2021, we sold a Rolex Oys-
ter perpetual wristwatch 
with box for $3,600. Last 
year we auctioned an an-
tique 14K gold necklace 
with three black opals 
and two mine cut dia-
monds for over $11,000. 
In October 2024, an 18K 
gold Tiffany & Co. neck-
lace with green tour-
maline stones brought 
$27,600 in one of  our 
auctions. In 2016 we sold 
a three and a half  carat 
diamond ring for $30,000.

Although diamonds 
may have lost a little 
of  their sparkle, gold is 
shining brighter than 

ever making fine jewelry 
prices remain strong. 

We will be offering 
gold jewelry, some with 
diamonds, in our fall/
winter sale. We continue 
to work on a Civil War 
auction, Laurel and Har-
dy memorabilia auction, 
and will be announcing 
another major auction 
soon. We also continue to 
accept consignments for 
future sales. Please vis-
it our Web site, https://
centralmassauctions.
com, for links to upcom-
ing events. 

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction in-
formation at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions 
and Appraisal Services 
info@centralmassauc-
tions.com or (508-612-
6111).
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 7/11 & SATURDAY 7/12

FRIED 
OYSTERS 
AFTER 5:00 PM

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $22.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 7/31/25

Hi Mikaela, 

Here is an ad that is running in a di2erent paper that you can look at and grab info 
from.  You don’t need the food pictures because we’re not doing color.  
  
Also, we will be closed July 3-6 to celebrate the 4th of July 
  
r Facebook page for taven specials 
 

 

Yankee 
Magazine’s Choice 

for Best New 
England Cuisine!

salemcrossinn.com•(508) 867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Open Thurs -Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5. 
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting.

Hexmark Tavern is open Thurs. & Fri . 
Visit our Facebook page for Tavern Specials.

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

See Our 
Facebook 
page for 
Tavern 
Specials

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting
Hexmark Tavern  is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
ColleCtibles 

& estAtes

Estate jewelry, gold, diamonds, and gold watches

Let Heaven and nature sing

By Dr. rB 
McFee

charlton 
city UMc

beyond 
the 

Pews

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

Tricks of the trade

Gus Steeves

Ben, age six, practices his 
magical handwaving over the 
cage that doesn't yet seem 
to have doves in it.

Gus Steeves

Brady, age eight, “floats” after Saterial pulls one of the two supporting chairs out from under 
him.

Gus Steeves

Most of the kids watching get in on magical hand gestures.

Gus Steeves

Some of the parents did so, too.

Gus Steeves

Three kids check out Saterial’s doves, Hocus and Pocus, after the show.

Gus Steeves

Queen, age eight, tests her grip.

Gus Steeves

Saterial shows a finished moon drawing that’s supposed to be 
his psychic vision of the card Selena, age nine, picked from a 
deck. (She’d actually picked an alien, which he later popped 
out of the moon’s “canyon.”)

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— Holden's George Sate-
rial knows performance 
magic is mostly jokes, 
wordplay and distrac-
tion. But his “Magic by 
George” kept his young 
audience roaring last 
Tuesday at Jacob Ed-
wards Library as he 
showed a couple dozen 
kids and their parents 
illusions involving doves 
in a cage, balloons, ropes, 
aliens and even a floating 
boy.



Everybody has 
dreams they wish they 
could accomplish. It 
could be to find the per-
fect job, an ideal part-
ner, or a beautiful home. 
Launching a business, 
scoring the game-win-
ning shot, or maybe 
even standing on stage 
with the crowd roaring. 
Dreams are a part of  be-
ing human, and we all 
know there’s a big dif-
ference between dream-
ing and doing. Between 
wishful thinking and 
what Napoleon Hill 
called “Applied Faith.” 

He thought that most 
people have a passive 
hope when it comes 
to their dreams. They 
wish for better circum-
stances but never move 
toward them. They be-
lieve, sort of—but they 
don’t demonstrate that 
belief  by taking action. 
It’s like saying you trust 
the parachute but still 
refusing to jump.

Those who achieve 
extraordinary results 
don’t just wish—they 
move. They practice ap-
plied faith. That means 
they believe so strong-
ly in the outcome that 
they start living like it’s 
already on the way. That 
kind of  faith doesn’t sit 
still. It works.

Hill thought that ap-
plied faith is not some-
thing you have or don’t 
have; it’s something you 
grow, like a muscle. So, 
how do you develop ap-
plied faith?

It starts here: have 
absolute belief  in your 
definite purpose. Not a 
vague hope but a pre-
cise, focused goal that 
sets your soul on fire. 
Once you lock in a pur-
pose that you’re pas-
sionate about, you’ll 
find it much easier to 
take the following steps. 

Build a plan. Faith 
needs a blueprint. It 
requires a calendar, a 
checklist, and a sched-
ule. Applied faith isn’t 
just saying, “I know it’ll 
happen”—it’s saying, 
“Here’s how I’m mak-
ing it happen.” Even 
small steps become acts 
of  faith. Faith without a 
plan is just fantasy, but 

faith with a plan—that’s 
how dreams take form.

Next, you need to 
take immediate action 
despite uncertainties. 
Waiting for the per-
fect moment is wishful 
thinking because that 
moment never arrives. 
Move forward while the 
path is still foggy. Every 
step you take—even the 
wobbly ones—sends a 
message that you’re se-
rious. Courage isn’t the 
absence of  uncertainty; 
it’s the decision to act 
despite uncertainty. 

You’re going to 
suffer defeats and set-
backs, but even when 
the storm hits, keep 
going. That’s when the 
real test shows up—
not when everything’s 
smooth, but when your 
plans hit a wall when 
doors close, and when 
nothing seems to be 
working. Most people 
quit there. But applied 
faith says, “This is just 
part of  the process.” It 
doesn’t crumble under 
pressure—it doubles 
down. 

Temporary defeat 
isn’t a failure. It’s feed-
back. It’s training. It’s 
proof  that you’re on the 
field. Stay in the game, 
and your breakthrough 
will come.

It’s crucial 
to surround 
yourself  with 
believers and 
supporters. 
Faith multi-
plies in the 
presence of 
people who 
see your vi-
sion, even 
when it’s just 
a seed. You 
don’t need a 
crowd, just a 
few who re-
mind you of 
your capabil-
ities. Doubt-
ers drain you. 
But believ-
ers? They lift 
you. Applied 
faith grows 
stronger in 
the company 
of  good peo-
ple.

F a i t h 
needs fuel. 
Read scrip-
ture or up-
lifting books. 
Watch vid-
eos of  peo-
ple who’ve 
w a l k e d 

through fire and come 
out shining. Listen to 
podcasts that keep the 
fire burning inside. Put 
quotes on your bath-
room mirror. Fill your 
space with reminders 
that your dream is on 
the way. When doubt 
knocks, let inspiration 
answer the door.

Express gratitude 
as if  success is already 
yours. Speak it out 
loud—daily, confident-
ly—as if  the break-
through has already 
happened. Say things 
like, “I’m so thankful for 
the opportunities lining 
up for me right now,” 
or “It feels so good to 
be living in alignment 
with my calling.” Be-
gin each morning with, 
“Thank you for letting 
me achieve my dream.” 

Gratitude doesn’t 
wait for results—it calls 
them forward.

When you apply faith 
directly, something pow-
erful happens—doubt 
disappears. Fear dis-
solves and transforms 
into courage. And the 
obstacles? They start 
to look like stepping 
stones. 

Applied faith doesn’t 
sit around hoping 

things work out. It ex-
pects success and plans 
accordingly. It’s not 
blind optimism; it’s be-
lief  with a backbone.

The next time you 
catch yourself  dream-
ing, turn that vision 
into a plan. Turn that 
plan into action. And 
back it all with unshak-
able faith—not the kind 
that waits for a miracle, 
but the kind that moves 
like the miracle’s al-
ready on its way.

Applied Faith
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Check out our
New Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
7/4    Ryan Hood

7/6    FendeR Road
7/11   Jonny TayloR
7/13   easy season

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

BIKE SALE!A/C SALE!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

HYBRID WATER
HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

JULY 4TH APPLIANCE SALE!

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

GET THE BEST PRICE AT WHITCO!

$749.99

WE REPAIR BIKES!

JULY 4TH 
SALE STILL 

GOING ON

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS
389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)

508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

11” Hanging Baskets 

2 for $39
 Select varieties. or $23.99 ea.

6 for $44
                or $7.59 each
Over 24 different types 

of plants to choose from!

Variety’s include; Agastache, Ageratum, Celosia, 
Coleus, Cosmos, Diascia, Euphorbia, Evolvulus, 

Fuchsia, Gazena, Geranium, Heliotrope, Humming-
bird Lunch, Lantana, Lobelia, Lysimachia, Million 

Bells, New Guinea Impatien, Silver Falls, Sunscape 
daisy, Sweetgrass, Sweet Potato Vine & Verbena

Support locally grown (in Spencer) and family owned small business
We grow 1000’s of Hanging baskets & plants and regularly restock our garden center

6” Premium Annuals

Master Mason pursues his dream

Courtesy

(Left) Brother Clay Tull is 
all smiles, sitting in front of 
one of his many paintings 
that was on display at the 
Rapscallion Pub. Notice the 
different identities you can 
see if you let your imagination 
take over. Amazing.

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

STURBRIDGE — On 
July 1, the Rapscallion 
Pub in Sturbridge was 
an exciting evening 
for a local artist. This 
artist just happens to 
be a Master Mason 
Brother Clay Tull of 
Southbridge. Brother 
Tull has been a Mason 
for 4 years now and 
his journey in Free-
masonry has brought 
him so much joy in all 
his goals and accom-
plishments. Brother 
Tull has been painting 
for many years. Being 
around his second fam-
ily, his brethren, and 
their comradery has 

given him a positive 
outlook on life.  He can 
do anything he sets his 
mind to.  

Brother Tull’s art 
delves deep into per-
spective, inviting view-
ers to truly engage and 
pay attention- sparking 
a dynamic conversa-
tion between the ob-
server and the artist, in 
each unique painting 
on display. Brother Tull 
leaves his creations 
untitled, encouraging 
you to explore the work 
and assign your own 
titles. Brother Tull has 
told me that being a 
person with high anx-
iety has taught him 
how to talk to people 
about his painting and 

having conversations 
to give him the confi-
dence to succeed.  If  you 
would like to see more 
of  Brother Clay Tulls 
artwork, paintings go 
on Facebook and In-
stagram just type in 
“Tulls Dancing Colors.”  
If  you would like more 
information about Free-
masonry and to find a 
lodge nearest you, visit 
our Web site at www.
massfreemasonry.org 

www.StonebridgePress.com

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking



was elected as one of  the 
class representatives 
and was the elected com-
mencement speaker. 

During her address, 
Sarsfield shared insights 
from her extensive ca-
reer, emphasizing the 
human connection at the 
heart of  nursing. Her 
adaptability and ability 
to thrive under pressure, 
honed through years 
in healthcare, resonat-
ed deeply with the new 
graduates embarking on 
their own professional 
paths.

Sarsfield's long-term 
aspirations include 
becoming a Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) 
through her Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Acad-
emy education, with the 
goal of  bridging into a 
Registered Nurse (RN) 
program. Her specific 
passion lies in hospice 
and palliative care nurs-

ing, a field that demands 
profound compassion 
and specialized knowl-
edge. This dedication to 
continuous growth and 
specialized care will un-
doubtedly make her a 
significant asset to the 
healthcare community.

A graduate of  Holy 
Name Central Catholic 
Jr./Sr. High School in 
Worcester, Sarsfield is 
also BLS/HCP CPR cer-
tified and has obtained 
her certificate in Stop 
the Bleed, demonstrat-
ing her commitment to 
crucial emergency skills. 
She recently represent-
ed Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy at 
the Worcester Women’s 
Leadership Conference. 

Her journey, marked 
by dedication to patient 
care and a clear vision 
for her future, served as 
a powerful testament to 
the transformative pow-
er of  education and un-
wavering commitment 

to service for the Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy Class of  2025.

About P.E.O. Interna-
tional

The P.E.O. (Philan-
thropic Educational 
Organization) has been 
celebrating women's ad-
vancements since 1869. 
What started with a bond 
of  friendship among 
seven women in Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa, is now 
a global sisterhood of 
more than a half  a mil-
lion members with chap-
ters in the United States 
and Canada. P.E.O. has 
helped more than 122,000 
women pursue their edu-
cational goals by provid-
ing over $415 million in 
financial assistance. The 
organization also owns 
and supports Cottey Col-
lege, a four-year indepen-
dent liberal arts and sci-
ences college for women 
in Nevada, Mo.
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OBITUARIES
Laury L. Applegate, 65 Daniel Johnathan Ryan Sr.

July 25, 1938 - July 1, 2025

Richard L (Dick) Orsini, age 83

Sturbridge: Laury L. 
(Frankosky) Applegate, 65, of  
Walker Pond Rd., passed away 
peacefully at home with her 
family by her side on Sunday, 
June 15th, after a long illness.  

She leaves her beloved hus-
band of  40 years, Nicholas A. 
Applegate; her son, Alexander 
J. Applegate and his wife 
Abbie of  South Windham, 
CT; a daughter, Bailey L. 
Applegate of  Sturbridge; her 
brother, Gary Frankosky and 
his wife Lori of  Litchfield, SC; 
a sister, Holly Cramer and her husband 
Bob of  Basking Ridge, NJ; her cher-
ished grandson, Nicholas M. Applegate 
and many nieces and nephews.    

Laury was born in Morristown, NJ 
the daughter of  the late Joseph J. and 
Barbara M. (Otten) Frankosky.   She 
graduated Ridge high school and went 
on to obtain her Associates degree from 
Quinsigamond. She worked at Ridge 
Chevrolet in Basking Ridge, where she 
met her husband Nick.  She moved 
on to ATT in Bedminster NJ before 

working for several years for 
Carlin Charron and Rosen, 
LLC as a bookkeeper in 
Southbridge and Worcester, 
and most recently as a pri-
vate bookkeeper for LGPA 
Swedish Professional Golfer, 
Annika Sorenstam prior to 
becoming ill.  She donated her 
time as a Girl Scout leader, 
Treasurer for the Friends of  
the Joshua Hyde Library in 
Sturbridge as well as a book 
sorter. Laury loved long walks 
with her friend Linda Dragon 

and hosting big dinners for the whole 
family at her home in Sturbridge on 
Walker Pond.

A memorial service will be held on 
Saturday, August 16th at 11:00 am in the 
Sturbridge Federated church, 8 Maple 
St, Sturbridge.  A calling hour for Laury 
will be held on Saturday, August 16th 
from 10:00 am to 11:00 am in the church 
prior to the service.  Burial will follow 
in North Cemetery, Sturbridge.     

www.morrillfuneralhome.com 

Putnam 
- July 
1st, 2025, 
Daniel J. 
Ryan Sr., 
p a s s e d 
away at 
h o m e 
h o l d i n g 
h a n d s 
with his 
l o v i n g 
wife of  55 

years, Jean (LaMotte) Ryan, 
and surrounded by his family 
at age 86. 

Dan was born in Southbridge, 
Massachusetts, he was the son of  the 
late Paul and Dorothy (Braniff) Ryan. 
He has two surviving siblings Ginny 
Baker and William Ryan and wife, 
Cheryl Ryan. 

Dan was predeceased by his son 
James Michael Ryan.  

Dan’s surviving children are Karen 
Olson and husband Robert Olson, 
Karen Westerman and husband Joseph 
Westerman, Donald Ryan and James 
Freeley, Daniel Ryan Jr. and wife 
Christine (Peters) Ryan, Lori Incandella 
and Mike Pelletier, Dorothy Ryan, and 
Paul Ryan. Dan also leaves 12 grand-
children and 2 great grandchildren and 

many nieces and nephews.
A man of  few words but 

much wisdom, Dan served in 
the U.S. Navy Air from 1956 
to 1959 and received accom-
modations and honorable 
discharge.  After completing 
his service, he continued 
servicing his community 
by joining the Southbridge 
Auxiliary Fire Department. 
He continued his education 
in Computer Programming 
and Technology.  He had a 
wide variety of  interests both 

in work and personal, including ship-
ping logistics and printing. At home he 
enjoyed camping, fishing, stamp and 
milk bottle/caps collecting and cryp-
tograms. Dan strove each day to be his 
best self, including being a friend of  
Bill’s for 43 years.

Relatives and friends are invited to 
Saint Mary’s Church of  the Visitation 
at 218 Providence Street, Putnam CT, 
where they may visit with family from 
1pm to 2pm, followed immediately by a 
Funeral Mass. Flowers can be accepted 
by Gilman Funeral Home. Dan gave 
to many charities.  Donations can be 
made to your favorite charity in his 
name. For his memorial guestbook visit 
www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Richard L (Dick) Orsini, age 
83, of  Dudley died Wednesday, 
July 2, 2025 at Harrington 
Memorial Hospital with his 
loving family at his side. 
Richard was born December 
1, 1941 in Southbridge. He is 
the son of  the late Antonio 
and the late Mary(Martino) 
Orsini.  He was predeceased 
by his brother A. Robert 
Orsini.  

He is survived by his wife of  
65 years  Barbara (Dellomo) 
Orsini two sons: Richard L. 
Orsini  Jr. (Charlene) of  Flower Mound, 
TX and David Orsini of  Dudley and 
his brother Leonard Orsini (Eloise) of  
Burlington, MA

Beloved Grandfather to Jillian M. 
Conant (Joshua), Matthew D. Orsini 
(Kathryn) Rebecca Baldyga (Brandon) 
and Devon Orsini. Great Grandfather 
to David, Travis, Arianna, Colton, 
Finnegan, Myles, Graham, Ruth and 
Lucy.

He was employed by American Optical 
as Plant Engineer for many years, 
also worked at Genpak Corporation, 
Cranston Print, Spirol International, 
Triangle PWC, Al’s Antique Auto 
Restoration, and Sturbridge Auto Body.  

He owned and operated Dick’s 
Guns & Ammo and Dick’s 
Consignment Shop.

Member of  Knights of  
Columbus Council 228 where 
he served as Financial 
Secretary and Grand Knight, 
and of  John Cardinal Wright 
Assembly where he served 
as Worthy Navigator. He was 
also a State District Deputy. 
Former Captain of  the Dudley 
Police Auxiliary and Special 
Police Officer.

Dick was very proud of  his 
family and loved hosting family gather-
ings. He was an avid ballroom dancer, 
competitive target pistol shooter, loved 
long motorcycle rides with Barbara, 
restoring antique autos and attending 
car shows.

A Mass of  Christian burial will be 
held 11:00 am on Wednesday, July 9 at St. 
Anthony of  Padua Church, 24 Dudley 
Hill Rd., Dudley.  Burial will follow in 
Corbin Cemetery

Calling hours will be Wednesday, 
July 9 from 9:30-10:30 at Bartel Funeral 
Home, 33 Schofield Avenue, Dudley, MA.  
www.bartelfuneralhome.com

ment since 2007.
All three officers were commended by the board of  Selectmen for their con-

tinued service to the town. Selectman David Singer specifically welcomed the ap-
pointees while complimenting the department as a whole.

“It’s a point of  pride at the Charlton Police Department. It really is the finest, 
I think, not only in the Commonwealth, but period. Our first responders are the 
best and our police department is just head and shoulders. Every member, these 
gentlemen and their promotions, they are very well deserved. This town could 
not be in better hands than it is with the (department),” said Singer.

All three appointees officially begin their new roles this month rounding out 
the new leadership for the Charlton Police Department.

Charlton PD
continued from page 1

“I feel this gives me perspective … [about] what 
would I want this to look like in my child's classroom,” 
Metzger noted. If  things are going well, “terrific,” but 
if  not “that's a big deal. I feel strongly people need no-

tice and opportunity to be heard.”
As the district's most recent business manager, he got a chance to see how the 

finances work, and notes the system is not “one size fits all.” While every ed-
ucator wishes the government would reconsider it's funding priorities to favor 
schools, “I like to think I live in the real world, too.”  He promised to “live within 
our means” with the town's budget at minimum net school spending, with the 
goal of  more clearly expressing how the money links to improving student out-
comes. But he also noted  that the larger community needs to know that inflation 
in all kinds of  costs in recent years has been “mind-boggling,” and when some 
call for level-funding the schools, that actually means a cut.

To some degree, that's something Metzger has considered since he taught his-
tory. In class, he had an exercise where he wrote $1 million on the board (the 
rough amount a middle class taxpayer pays over their lifetime) and had the kids 
tell him how they'd spend it.

In that regard, he said he feels the Student Opportunity Act has helped boost 
funding “especially for districts like Southbridge,” but “all schools are walking a 
tightrope” over how to balance the various student needs. Some need more time 
to ensure “their diploma really means something to them” and to potential col-
leges, employers and/or the military. 

“Our students have a very high level of  need across a number of  metrics,” he 
said. 

Villar put many things in place to address those issues, and Metzger said he 
feels “the system is really stabilizing and poised to turn the corner in terms of 
academic achievement.”

When asked about councilors' complaints about the district having too many 
administrators, Metzger said back in May he sees it as “too early to determine 
what I think is superfluous or not,” but will look at the issues to “continue mak-
ing sure we're maximizing our resources for the students.” Among other things, 
he's been talking to the teachers' union, administrators, Town Manager Jack Jo-
van, Juan Rodriguez (the state's school committee trainer here and “a frequent 
thought partner” for Metzger), and plans to spend time at community events over 
the summer to get public input on what he acknowledged is “an urgent topic for 
the community.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

Metzger
continued from page 1

lo Movement
Saturday, July 19 – 

Rev. Alex Castro, A.A., 
with the Filipino Com-
munity

Sunday, July 20 – Rev. 
Peter Tam Bui, with 
the Vietnamese Com-
munity

Monday, July 21 – 
Rev. Luc Martel, A.A., 
serving the Parish 
Community

Tuesday, July 22 – 
Rev. Richard Polek, 
with the Polish Com-
munity

Wednesday, July 
23 – Rev. Dario Aceve-
do, with the Brazilian 
Community

Thursday, July 
24 – Rev. Enoch Kyere-
mateng, with the Afri-

can Community
Friday, July 25 – 

Rev. Hugo Cano, with 
the Latino/Hispanic 
Community

Feast Day of  Saint 
Anne – Saturday, July 
26

11 a.m. – Rev. John 
Franck, A.A., with 
the Lay Assumptionists 
| Mass with Anointing 
of  the Sick, followed by 
lunch

7 p.m. – Rev. Chi Ai 
Nguyen, A.A., Provin-
cial of  the Augustini-
ans of  the Assumption, 
North American Prov-
ince

Rooted in Scripture 
and tradition, the prac-
tice of  a novena—nine 
days of  prayer—echoes 
the time the Apostles 
spent in prayer between 

the Ascension of  Jesus 
and the coming of  the 
Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost (Acts 1:12–14). It is 
a time to deepen faith, 
offer thanksgiving, and 
seek the intercession of 
the saints.

As the mother of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
and grandmother of 
Jesus, Saint Anne is 
known for her com-
passion and spiritual 
strength. She is the 
patroness of  women, 
expectant mothers, ed-
ucators, and caregiv-
ers, offering comfort to 
all who call upon her. 
For more information 
about the Novena and 
the parish, please vis-
it: https://stannestpat-
rickparish.com/.

Sarsfield
continued from page 1

Novena 
continued from page 1

Police.
A 63-year-old male from South-

bridge was taken into protective custo-
dy on June 30.

Heather I. Ford, age 47, of  South-
bridge was arrested on June 1 for Do-
mestic Assault & Battery.

A 36-year-old from Webster was tak-
en into protective custody in connec-
tion with a warrant on July 3.

Jaden Carlos Tucker, age 19, of 
Southbridge was arrested on July 4 for 
Speeding, operating an Unregistered 
and Uninsured Motor Vehicle,  Fail-
ure to Stop for Police, Failure to Stop 
or Yield, a Marked Lanes Violation, 
and Negligent Operation of  a Motor 
Vehicle. A 19-year-old male from South-
bridge received a summons in lieu of 
arrest during the same incident for 
Speeding, operating an Unregistered 
and Uninsured Motor Vehicle, Failure 

to Stop for Police, Failure to Stop or 
Yield, Negligent Operation of  a Motor 
Vehicle, and Operating a Motor Vehicle 
in Violation of  License Class. Another 
19-year-old male from Southbridge re-
ceived a summons in lieu of  arrest, 
also for Speeding, Operating an Unreg-
istered and Uninsured Motor Vehicle, 
Failure to Stop for Police, Failure to 
Stop or Yield, Negligent Operation of  a 
Motor Vehicle, and Operating a Motor 
Vehicle in Violation of  License Class.

Raymond J. Wachtarz, Jr., age 36, of 
Colchester, Conn. was arrested on July 
5 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after 
suspension of  license for OUI and a 
Motor Vehicle Lights Violation.

A 56-year-old male from Holland was 
taken into protective custody on July 6.

A 25-year-old from Southbridge re-
ceived a summons in lieu of  arrest on 
July 7 for operating an Unregistered 
and Uninsured Motor Vehicle and a 
Number Plate Violation to Conceal ID.

PD
continued from page 2
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Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners since 1988 
Fully licensed and insured 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Filter Your Water with 
a Reverse Osmosis  

Under Sink 
Or Countertop System

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRYHome Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

774-200-4880
 Business 8925 A1 

Journeyman Lic.1364 
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

TopB.E.A.S.T2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield,MA

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Nichols College board elects new chair, vice chair, trustees
DUDLEY — At its May 2 meeting, 

the Nichols College Board of  Trust-
ees elected David G. Bedard as the 
new Chair and Jaime Paris Boisvert 
as the new Vice Chair of  the 27-mem-
ber board. During the academic year, 
the board also elected Edmond J. 
(E.J.) Landry and Taylor Cornell as 
new trustees.

Bedard is a 1986 graduate of  Nich-
ols and has been a member of  its 
board since 2011, serving on the Ex-
ecutive and Finance committees and 
as chair of  the Audit Committee. He 
succeeds Randy Becker, a member of 
the board since 2006, and chair for the 
past three years. Bedard is a retired 
financial services executive with 35 
years of  experience, most recently 
as senior vice president and head 
of  New York Life's Finance Services 
Organization, the company's global 
shared services group in New York 
City. A native of  Shrewsbury, he cur-

rently resides in Estero, Fla.
Paris Boisvert, a 1998 graduate of 

Nichols, was elected to the board in 
2021 and has served on the Executive 
and Finance committees and as chair 
of  the Academic & Faculty Affairs 
Committee. She succeeds Carolyn 
Burke, a trustee since 2015 and vice 
chair for the past three years. Paris 
Boisvert is the executive director for 
global development in the Sustain-
able Infrastructure division of  John-
son Controls, which is known for 
delivering outcome-based infrastruc-
ture solutions. She resides in Wood-
stock, Conn. 

New trustees Landry and Cornell 
began their terms in the 2024-2025 ac-
ademic year.

Landry is a 1986 graduate of  Nich-
ols and a retired partner at Deloitte. 
He is a seasoned financial expert, 
and risk and controls expert, with 
significant experience auditing and 

consulting with companies in the life 
sciences (med device), technology 
and manufacturing industries. Pri-
or to his role on the trustees, Landry 
served a three-year term as co-chair 
of  the college's Board of  Advisors. He 
resides in Franklin, New Hampshire. 

Cornell graduated from Nichols in 
2024 with a degree in general business 
and minors in psychology and crimi-
nal justice. As a student, she founded 
the Bison Pantry to help address food 
insecurity on campus, played a key 
role in establishing the Equestrian 
Club, was an inaugural member of 
the women's golf  team, and served as 
vice president of  student advocacy on 
the Student Government Association. 
Currently, she is a financial aid offi-
cer at Keiser University in Sarasota, 
Fla., and vice president of  the Haiti 
Plunge program board of  Berkshire 
County. She resides in North Port, 
Fla.

About Nichols
Nichols College has earned busi-

ness accreditation from the presti-
gious Association to Advance Colle-
giate Schools of  Business (AACSB 
International), the longest serving 
global accrediting body for business 
schools and the largest business edu-
cation network connecting learners, 
educators, and businesses worldwide. 
Founded in 1815, Nichols College 
transforms today's students into to-
morrow's leaders through a dynamic, 
career-focused business and profes-
sional education. Nichols offers re-
al-world learning focused on profes-
sional depth - combined with vibrant 
living, competitive athletics, and an 
unmatched alumni advantage - equip-
ping students to exceed their own ex-
pectations. www.nichols.edu
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.  Pur-
suant to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
Section 39A. that on or after JULY 
11,2025 at Cruise Control Transporta-
tion Inc. the following motor vehicle/s 
will be sold at private sale to satisfy our 
garage keeper’s lien thereon for stor-
age, towing charges, care and expens-
es of notices and sale of said vehicle:
 VEHICLE MAKE: 2003 CHEVROLET 
CAVALIER
VIN:1G1JC12F737228259
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Warny Weymar Gamez
80 Fairway Ave
Riverhead NY,11901

VEHICLE MAKE:2002 TOYOTA CO-
ROLLA
VIN: 1NXBR12E12Z598300
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : DO Carmo Santos, Gleisson
6 Gates St. APT 2R
Worcester Ma,01610

VEHICLE MAKE : 2007 TOYOTA CAM-
RY
VIN:4T1BE46K77U096704
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Kelley, Richard A
44 Kenton Rd
 Jamaica Plain Ma, 02130-3319

VEHICLE MAKE: 2008 NISSAN ALTI-
MA
VIN:1N4AL21E18C191848
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Cesar Rincon 
  16 Catherine St ,APT 2R
  Worcester MA, 01605

VEHICLE MAKE : 2004 Honda CR-V 
VIN:SHSRD78854U217266
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER:  Naquan Ojae Bowens 
  46 w Sharpnack St
  Philadelphia PA, 19119

VEHICLE MAKE: 2008 Toyota Camry
VIN:4T1BE46KX8U246600
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER: Danny S Lloyd
    347 Dennison LN
    Southbridge Ma 01550

VEHICLE MAKE: 2012 Ford Escape
VIN:1FMCU9D73CKC84435
LAST KNOWN REGISTERED OWN-
ER : Laura A Tighe
 28 Stafford St.
 Charlton MA 01507-1901
JULY 11, 20205
JULY 18,2025
JULY 25,2025 

The Brimfield Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will host a public hearing on July 
21, 2025, at the Hitchcock Academy, 
2 Brookfield Rd, Brimfield MA at 5:00 
pm on behalf of Timothy Pratt for the 
property located at 8 Woodhill Rd, as-
sessor’s parcel 5C-A-37.  The applicant 
wishes relief on setback requirements 
due to topography issues with a pro-
posed 24x24 garage.  Abutters are en-
couraged to attend and offer feedback.
The Brimfield Zoning Board of Appeals 
will host a public hearing on July 21, 
2025, at the Hitchcock Academy, 2 
Brookfield Rd, Brimfield MA at 5:15 pm 
on behalf of Robert Ardizzoni for the 
property located at 55 Paige Hill Rd, 
assessor’s parcel 17-C-19.   The ap-
plicant wishes to build a single-family 
home, and it is looking for relief for the 
time frame allowed for rebuilding and 
the lot size requirements. 1.37 acre in-
stead of 1.5 due to existing foundation.  
Abutters are encouraged to attend and 
offer feedback.
The Brimfield Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will host a public hearing on July 
21, 2025, at the Hitchcock Academy, 
2 Brookfield Rd, Brimfield MA at 5:30 
pm on behalf of Paul Vandal and Kris-
ten Surozenski for the property located 
at 49 Seventh St, assessor’s parcel 
5A-B2.  The applicant wishes to add a 
14x24 addition to the west side of the 
existing home and extend the deck to 
match the additional.  The applicant is 
asking for relief on the setback and side 
requirement.  Abutters are encouraged 
to attend and offer feedback.
The Brimfield Zoning Board of Appeals 
will host a public hearing on July 21, 
2025, at the Hitchcock Academy, 2 
Brookfield Rd, Brimfield MA at 5:45 pm 
on behalf of Kimberly Fleming for the 
property located at 94 Five Bridge Rd.  
The applicant wishes to appeal a rejec-
tion letter from the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer letter, dated June 10, 2025. The 
applicant wishes to convert an acces-
sory dwelling unit on her property to 
conform with the recent amendments 
to the State Zoning Act (GL c.40A, s.3) 
and regulations adopted by the Exec-
utive Office of Housing and Livable 
Communities as authorized in the Act, 
(760 CMA 71).
July 11, 2025
July 18, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on July 16, 2025, at 
7PM on the application of New England 
Power.
The applicant has filed for a Notice of 
Intent for the proposed installation of 
approximately 1.75 miles of fiber to 
existing transmission lines within the 
100-foot buffer zone of a Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland as well as a new 
fiber structure within the wetlands. The 
project location is: W175 - Existing 
electric transmission Right-of-Way, 
Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID: Various 
Parcels.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
July 10, 2025

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Section 12 of Massachusetts 
General Laws of a public hearing to 
be held in the George Parent Meeting 
Room, second floor of the Town Hall, 
41 Elm Street, Southbridge, MA, on 
Thursday, AUGUST 7, 2025 AT 1:00 
p.m.. during the regular scheduled 
Liquor Licensing Board Meeting in 
regard to an application for a Transfer 
of an  All Alcohol Liquor License.
This hearing pertains to Merry Pizza, 
Inc., (formerly Bravas Inc.) 78 Pleasant 
St., Southbridge, MA, 01550, Transfer 
of All Alcohol Liquor License.  Anyone 
wishing to speak will be given the 
opportunity to be heard.
This notice is also published electron-
ically on www.stonebridgepress.com 
and on www.masspublicnotice.org
Town of Southbridge
Liquor Licensing Board 
July 10, 2025

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Section 12 of Massachusetts 
General Laws of a public hearing to 
be held in the George Parent Meeting 
Room, second floor of the Town Hall, 
41 Elm Street, Southbridge, MA, on 
Thursday, August 7, 2025 at 1:00 p.m.. 
during the regular scheduled Liquor 
Licensing Board Meeting in regard to a 
Violation of M.G.L. 138 S-12.
This hearing pertains to Maqui Inc. d/b/a 
Maqui’s, 61 Chestnut St., Southbridge, 
MA Violation of M.G.L. 138 S. 12 on 
May 18, 2025 – 204 CMR 2.05 (2) 
Permitting an illegality on the licensed 
premises to wit:  Violation of the Town 
of Southbridge MA Liquor Licensing 
Board regulations 1.08 Environs of 
Licensed Premises (a), (c) and ( e)  
1.11 Illegal Activity of the Licensed 
Premise (a)(5), (b)  and 1.19 Service 
Training (f).
This notice is also published electron-
ically on www.stonebridgepress.com 
and on www.masspublicnotice.org
Town of Southbridge
Liquor Licensing Board 
July 10, 2025

Sturbridge Planning Board 
Public Hearing 

Application for Site Plan Review & 
Special Permit 

Old Road Realty, LLC 
In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, 
July 28, 2025 at 6:40 PM in the Center 
Office Building 2nd Floor, located 
at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 
01566 and/or by virtual means if 
circumstances warrant, in accordance 
with applicable law; on the application 
of Haley Ward, Inc. (Representing Old 
Road Realty, LLC) for the property 
located at 660 Main Street. 
The applicant requests Site Plan 
Approval as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan 
Review to construct a 40,150 square 
foot manufacturing building with 
ancillary office space with associated 
site improvements as shown in the 
plans and application submitted. 
The applicant also requests a Special 
Permit as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaws Article V §300-5.6 C 
(6) Groundwater Protection District, 
which is required for any use that will 
render impervious more than 15% or 
2,500 square feet of any lot, whichever 
is greater.  This proposed use will 
result in an increase in lot coverage of 
approximately 54,150 square feet. 
A copy of the site plan and application 
can be inspected on the Sturbridge 
Town Website at https://www.

sturbridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be 
made to view the application packet 
by contacting the Sturbridge Planning 
Department at (508) 347-2508 or by 
email at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted 
in person and may be conducted via 
remote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means that members of the public body 
as well as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, or via 
virtual means. 
ht tps: / /g lobal .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877  
Every effort will be made to ensure 
that the public can adequately access 
the proceedings in real time, via 
technological means. In the event 
that we are unable to do so, despite 
best efforts, we will post of the Town’s 
website an audio or video recording, 
transcript, or other comprehensive 
record of the proceedings as soon as 
possible after the meeting. 
Charles Blanchard 
Chairperson 
July 10, 2025
July 17, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO25C0347A
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Lodewicus Du-Preez Botha
A Petition to Change Name of Minor 
has been filed by 
Lodewicus Du-Preez Botha of Charl-
ton  MA requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to:
Dupreez Bond  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 07/29/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appearance if 
you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: June 23, 2025 
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
July 10, 2025

Sturbridge Planning Board 
Public Hearing 

Application for Special Permit 
Dollar Tree 

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, July 28, 2025 at 6:35 PM in 
the Center Office Building located 
at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 
01566 and/or by virtual means if cir-
cumstances warrant, in accordance 
with applicable law; on the application 
of Viewpoint Sign & Awning (repre-
senting Dollar Tree) for the property 
located at 178 Main Street. 
The applicant requests a Special Permit 
as required by the Sturbridge Zoning 
Bylaws Article XVII §300-17.5E regard-
ing the erection and maintenance of 
signs in excess of what is specifically 
allowed in the Bylaw. In accordance 
with the plans and application submit-
ted, the applicant is proposing an 89.57 
square foot wall mounted sign, where 
30 square feet is allowed under the 
sign bylaw.  
A copy of the site plan and appli-
cation can be inspected on the 
Sturbridge Town Website at https://
www.sturbridge.gov/planning-board/
pages/recent-filings or arrangements 
can be made to view the application 
packet by contacting the Sturbridge 
Planning Department at (508) 347-
2508 or by email at jlacy@sturbridge.
gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted 
in person and may be conducted via 
remote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means that members of the public body 
as well as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, or via 
virtual means. 
ht tps: / /g lobal .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877  
Every effort will be made to ensure that 
the public can adequately access the 
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are 
unable to do so, despite best efforts, 
we will post of the Town’s website an 
audio or video recording, transcript, 
or other comprehensive record of the 
proceedings as soon as possible after 
the meeting. 
Charles Blanchard 
Chairperson 
July 10, 2025
July 17, 2025

Town of Sturbridge
INVITATION FOR BIDS

FY2026 – For DPW, Trails, and 
Landfill Materials

Sealed bids for furnishing the Annual 
Materials for DPW, Trails, and Landfill 
will be received at the Office of the 
Town Administrator, Sturbridge Town 
Hall, 308 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 
01566 until the time specified below, 
at which time the bids will be publicly 
opened and read.
Specifications and bid forms may 
be obtained at the Office of the 
Town Administrator during office 
business hours or online on the Town 
of Sturbridge website, https://www.
sturbridge.gov/bids. Bids will be 
opened in the Sturbridge Town Hall, 
Veteran’s Memorial Hall, Second Floor 
at 308 Main Street by the Office of the 
Town Administrator on July 23, 2025, at 
1:00 pm. 
All bids for this project are subject 
to applicable public bidding laws of 
Massachusetts, including, but not 
limited to MGL. c.30B.  Payment Bonds 
will not be required due to the material 
being stockpiled and not part of any 
specific project. Multiple contracts 
will likely be awarded.
Selection of the contractor will be based 
upon bidder qualifications, including 
evidence of past performance in similar 
projects, and bid price. The contract will 
be awarded to the bidder deemed by 
the awarding authority to be the lowest 
responsible and eligible bidder, and the 
second lowest bidder per item.  Multiple 
contracts will be awarded for asphalt 
bid, landfill material, trails materials, 
and suppliers for gravel materials to 
DPW, including material type (including 
appearance). Town reserves the right 
to request a sample of materials to be 
provided and select materials suitable 
based on appearance and meeting 
MassDOT standard specifications. 
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be 
good and may not be withdrawn for a 
period of 30 days, Saturdays, Sundays, 
and legal holidays excluded, after the 
opening of the bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informalities, to accept or reject, in 
whole or in part, any or all bids, or take 
whatever other action may be deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.
The Town of Sturbridge
By:Robin Grimm, Town Administrator
July 10, 2025

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Select Board Office

Public Hearing
National Grid has made a petition to 
the Sturbridge Select Board to install 
one (1) JO Pole on Arnold Road begin-
ning at a point approximately 260 feet 
North of the centerline of the intersec-
tion of Main Street and Arnold Road. 
National Grid to install pole 2-50 in pub-
lic way for commercial service upgrade. 
Sturbridge MA. The pole hearing will 
take place on Monday July 21, 2025 
at 6:35 p.m. at the Sturbridge Town 
Hall, 2nd floor, Veteran’s Memorial Hall 
located at 308 Main Street, Sturbridge, 
MA 01566.  
July 10, 2025

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

Docket Number: 25 SM 001971
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Scott A. Bokor; Cynthia J. Bokor
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act: 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 557 Charlton 
Street, given by Scott A Bokor to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for MetLife Home Loans, a divi-
sion of MetLife Bank, N.A., dated July 
23, 2010, and recorded at Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 46092, Page 368, and 
now held by the plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before August 18, 
2025 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on July 2, 2025.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
July 10, 2025

LEGALS
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street 

Worcester. MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P1864EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL APPOINTMENT OF 

SUCCESSOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

Estate of:
Eugene Peter Sullivan

Date of Death: 03/22/2023 
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by 
Michael E Sullivan of Florence MA
 requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order that:
Michael E Sullivan of Florence MA
be appointed as Successor Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond and 
for such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on 07/22/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of Objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
The estate is being adminstered under 
formal procedure by the Personal Rep-
resentative under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without super-

vision by the Court. Inventory and ac-
counts are not required to be filed with 
the Court, but recipients are entitled 
to notice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any matter re-
lating to the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of ad-
ministration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: June 24, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
July 10, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Worcester Probate & Family 
Court 
WO25E0081
Petition to Partition Citation 
(A.C.92A)
To The Estate of Tammy 
Mitchell (Mark Mitchell Personal 
Representative) and to all other per-
sons interested. 
A petition has been presented to said 
Court by Richard W. Stearns of Fiskdale 
in the County of Worcester representing 
that he hold as tenant in common undi-
vided part of share of certain land lying 
in Charlton in said County Worcester 
and briefly as follows:
The land in Charlton, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, with the build-
ings thereon and all privileges and 
appurtenances thereto belonging, con-
sisting of two (2) parcels of land, 
bounded and described as follows:
Tract I:
BEGINNING at the southwesterly 
corner thereof on the easterly side 
of the State Highway leading from 
Southbridge to Charlton City and at 
point of intersection of the easterly line 
of said State Highway with the line of 
Snake Hill Road, so-called;

THENCE northerly by the easterly line 
of said State Highway, 421 feet to an 
oak tree;
THENCE turning at a right angle and 
running easterly by land now or for-
merly of S. Warren Clark, 190 feet and 
6 inches to a pine tree;
THENCE continuing easterly by said 
Clark land in the same court, 109 feet 
and 6 inches to the westerly line of a 
brook;
THENCE southerly by the westerly line 
of said brook to the northerly line of 
Snake Hill Road;
THENCE westerly by the northerly 
line of Snake Hill Road 136 feet, more 
or less, to the easterly side of said 
State Highway at the point of begin-
ning.
Containing about 2 l/4 acres, more or 
less. 
Tract II: the land and buildings thereon 
situated on the easterly side of the 
State Highway leading from Charlton 
City to Southbridge bounded and 
described as follows:
BEGINNING at the southwesterly cor-
ner thereof on the westerly side of 
said Highway and at the northwesterly 
corner of land conveyed by deed of S. 
Warren Clark to Edward F. Stearns et 
ux dated April 25, 1938 and recorded 
with Worcester Registry of Deeds in 
Book 2789, Page 159;
THENCE northerly by the easterly side 
of said Highway, 368 feet, 6 inches, 
more or less, to an iron post in the 
ground;
THENCE S. 44 1/4° E., by other land 
now or formerly of said Clark, 312 feet, 
more or less, to a stone wall;
THENCE in a general easterly direc-
tion by a stone wall and other land now 
or formerly of said Clark, 25 feet, more 
or less, to the westerly line of Cady 
Brook;
THENCE southerly by the westerly 

line of said Brook to an iron post in 
the ground at the northeasterly corner 
of land now or formerly of Edward F. 
Stearns;
THENCE in a general westerly direc-
tion by the northerly line of said Stearns 
land, 109 feet, 6 inches, to a pine tree;
THENCE continuing westerly by said 
northerly line of said Stearns land, 190 
feet, 6· inches, more or less, to the 
easterly side of said Highway at the 
point of beginning.
BEING the same premises conveyed 
to the late Edward Francis Stearns, 
Jr. and the land Irene Stearns by deed 
of Donald R. Stearns, Sr. et ali dated 
May 15, 1975 and recorded with said 
Deeds in Book 5743, Page 315.
setting forth that he/she desire that 
all the aforesaid described part of 
said land may be sold at private sale 
not less than Five Hundred Forty 
Thousand ($540,000.00) dollars, and 
praying that partition may be made of 
all the land aforesaid according to law, 
and to that end that a commissioner 
be appointed to make such partition 
and be ordered to make sale and con-
veyance of all, or any part of said land 
which the Court finds cannot be advan-
tageously divided either at private sale 
or public auction, and be ordered to 
distribute the net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object thereto you 
or your attorney should file a written 
appearance in said Court at Worcester 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the 29th day of July, the return date of 
this citation. 
Witness, LEILAH A. KEAMY, Esq., 
First Judge of Said Court, this 27th 
day of June. 
Stephanie K. Faltman 
Register of Probate 
July 10, 2025
July 17, 2025
July 24, 2025

LEGALS

Annual Guide to Pick Perfect Produce

Gardens are in full 
bloom and many crops 
are ripe for the picking 
– that means offerings of 
local veggies and fruits 
are plentiful.   That 
also means it’s time to 
once again publish our 
annual guide to choos-
ing the freshest pro-
duce.  Whether you’re 
shopping at an outdoor 
market or local grocery 
store, the following tips 
will help you pick per-
fect produce from early 
crops through the end of 
the season. 

**
Beans, snap: Look 

for small seeds inside 
straight, fleshy pods. If 
you can see large seeds 
through the skin than 
the beans are probably 
too old. Avoid beans 
with dry-looking, rusty, 
wilted or damaged pods. 

 **
Broccoli, Brussels 

Sprouts, Cauliflower: 
Look for tightly com-
pacted flower clusters 
on broccoli and cauli-
flower, and compact, 
uniform sprouts. Avoid 
wilted, yellow, or dirty 
heads, and avoid loose, 
open sprouts or those 
that are yellow or pale 
green.

 **
Cabbage and head 

lettuce: Look for firm 
compact heads that are 
heavy for their size. 
On leaf  lettuce, choose 
unwilted, compact, 
crisp-looking compact 
plants.

 **
Carrots: Look for 

deep orange colored and 
smooth skinned roots. 
Avoid carrots with pur-
ple or green shoulders 
or pale in color, or ones 
with forked or crooked 
roots. Oversized roots 
usually mean they are 
woody. If  tops are still 
attached on carrots, 

they should be fresh.
 **
Celery: Choose large, 

firm stalks with uni-
form stalk and a white 
bottom. Avoid spindly, 
wilted stalks.

 **
Chard: Look for fresh, 

dark green leaves with 
bright, tender stalks. 
Avoid wilted, poorly col-
ored leaves.

 **
Collards and kale: 

Check for tender, green, 
full-sized leaves with 
tender tips; avoid wilt-
ed, tough or overly large 
leaves.

 **
Corn on the cob: 

Choose for well-filled 
cobs with plump, 
straight rows of  ker-
nels. Avoid large, wrin-
kled kernels. 

 **
Cucumbers: Pick 

long, slender cukes that 
are medium to dark 
green.

**
Peppers: Look for 

firm, darkly colored 
fruit with uniform size, 
color, and number of 
lobes. Avoid wrinkled or 
shriveled ones or fruits 
that are sunburned (con-
trasting color spots).

 **
Radishes: Choose me-

dium-sized, firm, crisp 
roots. Avoid wilted or 
soft roots or those with 
growth cracks or insect 
damage. Oversized roots 
will be pithy. Sunburned 
crowns are also not de-
sirable.

**
Summer squash: 

Choose ones that are 
uniform in size, color, 
and shape. Avoid large 
fruits (over mature) or 
ones with scarred skins, 
missing stems, or that 
are soft or wilting.

**
Tomatoes: Look for 

smooth skinned, firm 
fruits with uniform 
color. Avoid fruits with 
growth splits, sun scald, 
or overripe (soft) fruits.

**
Apples: Choose firm, 

well-colored fruit that 

KAREN
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feels crisp. 
**
Blueberries: Pick 

plump, firm, deep blue 
berries with their natu-
ral waxy silver coating.

 **
Cantaloupe: Look for 

a smooth shallow base; 
thick, coarse, corky 
netting that stands out 
from skin. Should yield 
slightly when pressed 
on non-stem end and 
have the slight scent of 
cantaloupe. 

 **
Cherries: Should be 

dark in color, glossy, 
plump, with fresh look-
ing stems.

**
Nectarines: Fruit 

should be plump, slight-
ly soft along "seam"; ei-
ther orange-yellow or 
greenish between red-
blushed areas depend-
ing on variety.

**

Oranges: Choose 
firm oranges, heavy 
for its size; smooth-tex-
tured, with bright-look-
ing skin. 

**
Peaches: Should be 

somewhat firm, becom-
ing slightly soft; red 
with creamy, orangy 
base color.

**
Pears: Look for firm 

fruit, just barely begin-
ning to soften.  Bart-
letts: pale to rich yellow; 
Boscs: green to brown 
yellow.

**
Pumpkin:  Look for a 

pumpkin with an even 
orange hue.  Give it a 
thump; if  it sounds hol-
low, it is ripe and ready 
to be picked.  Look for 
hard skin and a hard 
stem.  Leave several 
inches of  stem when 
you harvest a pump-
kin.  Doing so will slow 

down the rotting pro-
cess

**
Watermelon: Should 

be symmetrical with 
bright green rind with 
a creamy yellow under-
side. Choose a water-
melon that’s heavy for 
its size. 

**
Win Dinner for Two 

at the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
(or whenever enough 
submissions are re-
ceived) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge.  Because 

I'm in the business of 
dispensing tips, not in-
venting them (although 
I can take credit for 
some), I'm counting on 
you readers out there to 
share your best helpful 
hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?  Do 
you have a question re-
garding household or 
garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them 
with readers of  Stone-
bridge Press news-
papers?  Send ques-
tions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.

Where ideas take shape
QCC's Fab Lab offers cutting-edge tools

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community 
College’s Fab Lab has become a hub of  innova-
tion, learning and collaboration. Open Monday 
- Friday from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., this state-of-the-art 
facility welcomes anyone with an idea and a de-
sire to create. The lab isn't simply about access 
to advanced technology; it's about fostering a col-
laborative learning environment.

"My purpose is to make the next generation 
more prepared," explained Coordinator of  En-
gineering Technology Laboratories R. Webster, 
who became the full-time coordinator in the 
spring of  2025. 

With experience at Apple and Petracore, and 
adjunct teaching at QCC, Webster brings both in-
dustry knowledge and educational passion to the 
role.

The Fab Lab has a primary focus on practical 
applications. The 3-D printing process has been 
used for projects such as a rear differential, a 
boat mounting system for a fish-finder and com-
ponents of  a jet turbine. Participants can test 
multiple iterations of  designs that mirror profes-
sional manufacturing processes, a process that 
QCC's engineering students often utilize.

Projects can range from academic to person-
al, but skills gained in the Fab Lab can lead to 
professional benefits as well. Webster shared that 
local employer SMC Inc. in Devens has noted fa-
miliarity with equipment like the waterjet cutter, 
can translate to a substantial wage increase for 
new hires.

"It's one thing to be interested in something, 
but to actually be doing it makes all the differ-
ence," Webster said.  "All of  these machines are 
directly applicable to current industries."

The facility maintains close relationships with 
local businesses. QCC staff  conduct regular out-
reach to ensure the lab's capabilities align with 
workforce needs. This connection benefits stu-
dents preparing to enter the job market, as well 
as companies looking for skilled employees.

"I gained both technical and soft skills here," 
said engineering student and Fab Lab assis-
tant Abigail Gumlaw, who came to QCC after 
technical high school with experience working in 
a machine shop.

"I’ve learned to manage expectations and com-
municate effectively—skills I never developed in 
purely technical settings," she said.

Majoring in robotics engineering and comput-
er science, Gumlaw plans to transfer to WPI and 
credits the lab with providing daily learning op-
portunities. 

"I get to apply theoretical concepts in practical 
ways," she added.

From vinyl printing and screen printing to em-
broidery machines, the lab also supports creative 
projects alongside technical ones.

"You can make anything; the only limit is your 
imagination," said Gumlaw. 

For more information, visit QCC.edu/FabLab.
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

AUBURN/ WORCESTER LINE
*New Roof, Siding, 

Windows
*1.5 Baths

*Close to Holy Cross 
College

*6 Rooms * Garage
*Easy Highway Access

142 College St. $395,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

128 Old Southbridge Rd $925,000 8 New Spencer Rd NEW PRICE $760,000

DUDLEY- 7 ACRES CHARLTON- 
PRIVATE RESORT SPACE

*29’x15’ Great Room
*2.5 Baths *Gas Heat

*Oak Flooring Throughout
* 8’ Quartz Countertop

 Center Island
* Includes 2nd Buildablel Lot

*24’x24’ Indoor Heated Facility
*Indoor/Outdoor Pro Kennel

*25x30 Play Yard
*40x60 Fenced Training Field

*8 Room Ranch w/ Hot Tub and 
Inground Pool

*3 Bedroom * Media Room
*Central Air * Cathedral Ceilings

*Gourmet Kitchen

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL-
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS 
> Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,150,000

Webster Lake 
Waterfront 

88 Union Point
Excellent opportunity!  
Natural Western Facing 
Shoreline- Beautiful Sun-
sets - Views of Middle to 
North Pond! 7,000 +/- 
Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! 
Fireplaced living room ! 
12 X 30 one car garage. 

$660,000

100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline! 
Boasting 6 Large 
rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. 
All on a Private road

$1,000,000

Snug Harbor Villa! 
WEBSTER LAKE 

WATERFRONT LISTING! 

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private 
& Serene! Potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & 
Lake! 183 + Cedar Lake is full recreational- A Once i na Lifetime Opportunity!          $899,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640’ FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES! WATERFRONT LAND

SORRY, SOLD! 

Location ~ Location!! MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beat-
en path, on a rarely traveled side road! Feels like a faraway 
place/close by! Each apartment boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living 
area ~ the1st floor Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath & the 

2nd Floor Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boilers 
w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks provides HWBB Heat by Natural 
Gas. Garage-under.   $510,000

WEBSTER - 11 PARK RD.

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

That Cozy “I’m so Happy to be Home” 
Vibe! Move In Ready.Updated Kitch-
en w/stainless appliances. Formal 
Dining Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm. 3+ 
BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. Classic hard-
wood floors, rounded archways.. wood burn-
ing fireplace.Quality Owens-Corning finished 
basement system with 3 large LL rooms & 
2nd Full Bath w/Shower, kitchen area w/cab-
inets & refrigerator. Morton Barn Style Garage 
w/open lean-to-roof.  .39 acre +/- cleared lot 
w/179’ Rd Front!   $435,000

WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLE RD  

ON DEPOSIT

Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE” 
offering the perfect blend of modern 
amenities. Recently remodeled open 
concept kitchen living room & dining 
area featuring granite countertops, 
new flooring & recent appliances. Up-
dates include roof, windows, doors, 
Roth oil tank & Hot Water Heater 
(2021). New heating system in 2023. 
This is a  “GEM” Possibility of a 4th 
bedroom/home office. 1 car under

$405,000

WEBSTER
18 GRAYSTONE AVE

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique 
Island Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Ex-
tremely Unique, Clean & Well Maintained, Modern 
Conveniences w/the Charm of Yester-Year! 1,240 
SF, 6 Rms, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood Floors! 
Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Stove, Wrap-Around 
Screened Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full Bath/Show-
er/Laundry & Workshop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr + 
Private Well for Outdoor &/or Off-Season Water 
Use! 14,300 SF+/- Level Lot w/105+ of Shoreline. 
Most Important of All > 25% Shared Ownership in 
a Mainland Waterfront Lot for Parking, Boat Dock-
ing & Winter Storage.                                    $595,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT - 
8 LONG ISLAND

SORRY, SOLD! 

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster Lake w/
Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 
4 Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155 
SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 
9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring 
Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 2-1/2 
Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Clos-
et & Private Full Bath w/5’ Tiled Shower, Dou-
ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. 
Basement-rough plumbed for future expansion. 
FHA Heat & Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

REAL ESTATE

Local residents named to Dean's List at Saint Anselm 
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — Saint An-

selm College has released the Dean's List of  high 
academic achievers for the second semester of  the 
2024-2025 school year. To be eligible for this honor, a 
student must have achieved a grade point average of 
3.4 or better in the semester with at least 12 credits 
of  study which award a letter grade. This semester 
there were a total of  674 students from 22 states and 
4 countries. 

 
Mark W. Cronin, Dean of  the College, announced 

that the following students have been named to the 
Dean's List for the spring 2025 semester at Saint An-

selm College, Manchester, New Hampshire:

Brimfield 
Samantha McGlinchy, Politics Major
Caraline Stewart, Mathematics Major

Charlton
Jessie Calkins, Behavioral Neuroscience Major
Summer Chaffee, Community and Public Health 

Major
Nathaniel Sarette, Politics Major

Southbridge 

George Karamanakis, Politics Major
  
Founded in 1889, Saint Anselm College is a four-

year liberal arts college providing a 21st century 
education in the Catholic, Benedictine tradition. 
Located in southern New Hampshire near Boston 
and the seacoast, Saint Anselm is well known for its 
strong liberal arts curriculum, the New Hampshire 
Institute of  Politics, a highly successful nursing pro-
gram, a legacy of  community service and a commit-
ment to the arts. 

 

www.StonebridgePress.com



16  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, July 10-11, 2025

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

From Naval Engineman to Licensed Practical Nurse
Patrick Njunge, LPN, embarks on new chapter of service and compassion

CHARLTON — Pat-
rick Njunge, LPN of 
Worcester, a dedicated 
United States Naval En-
gineman with a back-
ground in electrical 
engineering, has suc-
cessfully transitioned 
to a career in nursing, 
graduating from the Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy in Charlton, 
MA, with the Practical 
Nursing Class of  2024 
and earning his Li-
censed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) credentials by 
passing the NCLEX-PN.

Njunge's journey into 
healthcare is deeply 
rooted in personal inspi-
ration. 

"One person who in-
spired me to pursue a 
career in nursing is my 
Aunt, who worked as a 
nurse for over five de-
cades," Njunge shares. 

His aunt's stories 
of  comforting patients 
during long nights, her 

ability to connect with 
individuals on both a 
medical and emotional 
level, and her lifelong 
commitment to contin-
uous learning in health-
care profoundly shaped 
his aspirations. 

"Her passion for nurs-
ing was not a job but a 
calling," he states, "and 
it instilled in me the im-
portance of  continuous 
growth and education in 
this field."

During his time at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy (Aug. 21, 2023 
– June 21, 2024), Njunge 
distinguished himself 
through active participa-
tion and academic excel-
lence. His activities in-
cluded volunteering for 
Charlton Middle School 
Screenings, serving on 
the Mock Code Team, 
and being inducted into 
the National Technical 
Honor Society. Demon-
strating a strong com-

mitment to public health 
and emergency pre-
paredness, he became 
Certified in Dementia 
Care and Mental Health 
First Aid. His exception-
al skills in First Aid/
CPR were recognized at 
the SkillsUSA competi-
tions, where he earned 

both a Gold (District 
Champion) and a Silver 
(State Champion) med-
als.

Njunge's experience 
as a Naval Engineman 
from 2022 to the present 
(United States Naval Ser-
vice, Bremerton, Wash.), 
where he is responsi-

ble for ensuring safety 
protocols, training new 
sailors, and supervising 
junior personnel, has 
equipped him with in-
valuable skills in lead-
ership, attention to de-
tail, and a commitment 
to well-being – qualities 
that seamlessly transfer 
to his new nursing ca-
reer.

Recalling a pivotal 
moment in his nursing 
education, Njunge high-
lights his first clinical 
rotation in the Geriatric 
ward. 

"It's a great memory 
that stands out because 
it was the first time I tru-
ly felt like a nurse, un-
derstanding the holistic 
nature of  patient care," 
he reflects. 

He vividly remem-
bers connecting with a 
war veteran recovering 
from surgery, learning 
the profound impact of 
kindness and empathy. 

"This experience 
taught me the profound 
impact that kindness 
and empathy can have 
on a patient's healing 
process,” he added.

Having previously 
pursued Electrical Engi-
neering at NIBS College 
in Kenya (2013-2017) and 
earning his High School 
Diploma from Elyon 
High School in Ken-
ya (2009-2012), Njunge 
brings a unique blend of 
technical expertise, dis-
cipline, and a heartfelt 
dedication to service to 
the nursing profession.

Patrick Njunge, LPN 
is now ready to carry for-
ward his aunt's legacy 
of  compassion, commit-
ment, and dedication, as-
piring to be a beacon of 
hope in his own nursing 
career and make a tan-
gible impact on people's 
lives.

Mark Fields graduates 
from Rhodes College

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Mark Fields of  Charlton has graduated from Rhodes Col-
lege with a Bachelor of  Arts in Business. 

The 176th Commencement Exercises of  Rhodes College took place on campus 
May 17, 2025. The college awarded more than 500 degrees, including the Bachelor 
of  Arts, Bachelor of  Science, Master of  Science in Accounting, and Post Bacca-
laureate Certificate in Health Equity. 

Any additional graduation distinctions/honors earned by Fields are listed 
here:

Founded in 1848, Rhodes College is a nationally ranked liberal arts and scienc-
es college in Memphis, Tennessee, and one of  the few liberal arts colleges located 
in an urban setting. Its students have myriad ways to immerse themselves in a 
major metropolitan area through service and internship opportunities in addi-
tion to exploring the world through study abroad. The rigorous classroom expe-
rience integrates faculty-mentored student research and fellowships.

Xander Cook named to 
Siena College Dean's List 
LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. — Xander Cook has been named to the Siena College 

Dean's List for the Spring 2025 semester. Xander is from Uxbridge.
To be named to the Dean's List, a student's grade point average for the semes-

ter must be between 3.5 and 3.89.

www.StonebridgePress.com

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:


	CHRA071125-01web
	CHRA071125-02
	CHRA071125-03
	CHRA071125-04
	CHRA071125-05
	CHRA071125-06
	CHRA071125-07
	CHRA071125-08
	CHRA071125-09
	CHRA071125-10
	CHRA071125-11
	CHRA071125-12
	CHRA071125-13
	CHRA071125-14
	CHRA071125-15
	CHRA071125-16

