
Share the Adventure with us soon! 
For further information call Randall at  

(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net or  
visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com for details

7-NIGHT HALIFAX BERMUDA CRUISE
MAY 23-30, 2027

November 7                                                                          

Great Gatsby at PPAC             $165
December 5                                                                                                

Vermont Country Store with Lunch     $175
June 12                                                                                                                           

Escape to Rockport     $120
Sept. 12-18                                                                                                  
Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park  $5049 
Oct. 18-26                                                                                                    

Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol  $5249

Free by request to residents of 
East Brookfield, West Brookfield, North Brookfield, Brookfield, Leicester and Spencer
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Whether you think you can, or think you can’t, 
you are correct.

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — The Town of 
Spencer didn’t have to look far 
for their new police chief, with 
current West Brookfield Chief 
Nathan Hagglund officially 
appointed to the position on 
Sept. 28.

Hagglund’s appointment, 
which follows the recent 
retirement of former Spencer 
chief Michael Befford, 
received unanimous approval 
by selectmen with no debate, 
and Hagglund himself was 
soft-spoken in his immediate 
response to the vote simply 
thanking the board for their 
support. Hagglund was one of 
three candidates interviewed 
for the post on Sept. 17 – 
along with Larry Bateman and 
Steven Patriarcac.

While Hagglund didn’t 
offer any immediate state-
ments upon his appointment, 
his interview said a lot about 
why he chose to move to 
Spencer. 

He admitted he had pre-
viously considered applying 
when Befford was hired as 
chief but decided he was not 
ready for the position. After 
spending years in law enforce-
ment and emergency response, 
including his recent tenure in 

West Brookfield, he finally 
felt it was time to join Spencer 
even consulting now-retired 
Spencer Police Lt. Norman 
Hodgerney to determine if he 
and the town would be a good 
fit for each other. 

Hagglund also attended the 
lieutenant and chief’s respec-
tive retirement celebrations 
where he determined for sure 

that Spencer was where he 
wanted to be.

“What really impressed me 
was that all of the board mem-
bers made these events. People 
in the community made these 
events. That tells me this is 
a good place that really sup-
ports their police department. 
That was really impressive 
to me,” Hagglund said in his 

interview. “Then I got to see 
how the officers engaged and 
whether it was at work or out 
of work, they had fun and that 
was really awesome to see. 
You want to be a lot of busi-
ness, but you need to have fun 
as well.”

He describes himself as a 
“progressive” chief, and feels 
that culture creates the foun-
dation of a department and 
that the ceiling for a depart-
ment’s growth is infinite. 
He also complimented the 
Spencer Police Department as 
one already on stable ground, 
saying he only wants to make 
a great department even better.

Hagglund holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal justice from Fitchburg 
State University, and a mas-
ter’s degree from Anna Maria 
College in public administra-
tion and brings a long resume 
of public service. At 16, he 
served as a volunteer firefight-
er, and he served in Leicester 
as a dispatcher. He eventually 
worked in different capacities 
in Nantucket, Provincetown, 
Auburn, and Sudbury. While 
in Sudbury, he helped start the 
department’s drone unit, an 
experience he plans to bring 
to Spencer to bring their own 
unit to fruition.

West 
Brookfield 

officials 
approve new 
agreement 

with Spectrum
BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

WEST BROOKFIELD —  The West 
Brookfield Board of Selectmen unanimously 
approved a new deal with Spectrum securing 
a multi-year partnership between the town 
and the cable provider for production and 
broadcast of town programs.

The board met with Shelley Winchenbach, 
a Government Affairs Director from 
Spectrum’s parent company Charter 
Communications, and the town’s Cable 
Advisory Committee on Sept. 29 before 
agreeing to a negotiated contract. West 
Brookfield had previously maintained 
a franchise agreement with Spectrum for 
PEG (Public, Education, and Governmental 
Access) television broadcasting including 
local interest programs and public meetings 
through West Brookfield Community TV, 
which also operates a YouTube channel.

Cable Advisory Committee Chairman Paul 
Lapenas said the agreement was the product 
of an extensive process to renegotiate with 
Spectrum taking into consideration revenue, 
operation cost, and broadcasting capabilities. 

“It took us a long time to get to this place 
where we are, and we’ve worked a good nine 
months with Shelley,” explained Lapenas. 
“We’ve got a more robust definition of gross 
annual revenue which is a key to any finan-
cial calculations made that would benefit the 
town for funding for the broadcasting and for 
capital improvements for purchasing equip-
ment. We’ve also improved some definitions 
that provide assurances and more stringent 
protections for town interests.”

Lapenas said the new contract does more 
to “protect the town.” While it doesn’t offer 
as much in return for enhancements, it does 
provide a larger piece of the income com-
pared to the last contract.

“We’ve been able to secure, with Shelley’s 
help, a $25,000 capital grant which is for the 
purchase of more broadcasting equipment 
that will undoubtedly depreciate over time 
and we’ve increased from 1.5 percent of 
gross annual revenue of Spectrum to now 
4.5 percent gross annual revenue and that 
increases our PEG funding operating fund 

SPENCER —  Lauring 
Construction, a third-gener-
ation construction manage-
ment firm headquartered in 
Worcester, announced today it 
has completed construction of a 
new worship facility and com-
munity gathering space for the 
First Congregational Church of 
Spencer. The original church, 
a historic structure dating back 
to 1863, was destroyed by a 
lightning strike in June 2023.  

Located at 207 Main St. 
in Spencer, the new struc-
ture  isn’t a replica of the tow-
ering building that burned but a 
thoughtful exercise in creating 
a space the community would 
continue to use as a central 
gathering place and house of 
worship. Lauring’s team began 
with a robust pre-construc-
tion exercise to assess what 
scale of a replacement facility 
was feasible on the site, which 
required building into a rock 
ledge located at the edge of the 

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— For many years town orga-
nizations have worked individ-
ually to meet the needs of vari-
ous segments of the communi-
ty – seniors, veterans, business 
owners, youth and faith-based 
groups, neighbors in need of 
food and fuel assistance.  Now 
we have an opportunity to join 
together in a town-wide effort 
to identify North Brookfield’s 
strengths and weaknesses, 
form a consensus, and put our 
efforts toward meeting the 

most pressing needs of the 
entire community

If you care about your town 
and the people in it come join 
us on Oct. 21, 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
at the North Brookfield Junior 
Senior High School Kiva 
Room as we launch North 
Brookfield’s Community 
Heart & Soul initiative.  Come 
learn about the CH&S pro-
gram, share your ideas, and see 
what you can do to help chart 
the future of North Brookfield.

Over the course of our 

Community Heart & Soul proj-
ect, which is expected to take 
up to two years to complete, 
we will attempt to reach every 
resident in  North Brookfield 
to  gather  their stories. From 
these stories, we hope to find 
common themes of what resi-
dents love most about the area 
and their hopes for the future. 
These themes will become our 
guide and be used to iden-
tify needs, improve connec-
tions, and develop a long-term 
action plan for the future of our 

community. In this way North 
Brookfield residents will be 
directly involved in shaping 
their town’s future and work-
ing together to achieve it.

We hope to see you at the 
Junior Senior High School 
Kiva Room at 6 p.m. on Oct. 
21.

Come meet your neighbors 
and talk about your town.  
Bring your ideas and enthu-
siasm.  We will bring pizza, 
salad and fall treats.

West Brookfield Police Chief 
tapped to lead Spencer department

Nathan Hagglund

Something new is coming to 
North Brookfield this October

Lauring Construction completes new worship 
facility for First Congregational Church of Spencer 

Turn To CONSTRUCTION page  A10

Turn To SPECTRUM page  A10



2 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, October 9, 2026

WEST BROOKFIELD — Betty 
Gundersen, director of the Betty 
Gundersen Studio of Dance, is 
pleased to announce that the studio 
will be holding  Dance Discovery 
Week from Oct. 26 through Oct. 31.

 
“During Dance Discovery Week, 

current students of the studio are 
invited to “Bring a Friend” to take 
a free class and experience what 
we’re all about,” says Gundersen. 
“And, if you or your child don’t yet 
have a friend at the studio, you are 
welcome to join us too! We offer 
classes for children starting at pre-
school and continuing through high 
school and above.”

 
The Betty Gundersen Studio of 

Dance offers a full range of class-
es designed to nurture local boys 
and girls at every age and stage. 
All classes in the studio’s regular 
schedule – jazz, acrobatics, con-
temporary, hip-hop, ballet, tap and 
adult tap, Zumba - will be available 
for this free-trial participation.

 
“Dance is for everyone,” says 

Gundersen. “This week is our way 
of opening our doors — no pres-
sure, just movement, music, and 
meeting new people. This is a great 
opportunity to meet our tal-
ented instructors, explore 
a dance style you’ve never 
tried, see our facilities and 
perhaps begin a dance jour-
ney — or simply have fun 
and see what it feels like.”

 
Parents of interested stu-

dents may view the entire 
week’s schedule online 
at  bettygundersendance.
com  to plan which class or 
style they would like to try. 
You will also be able to 
download a copy of the par-
ent permission slip that is 
required for all participants 
in Dance Discovery Week.

 
For additional informa-

tion, or to reserve your, or 
your child’s free trial spot in 
a regularly scheduled class, 
please call the studio at 
(508) 867-8925, or send an 

email to  bgstudioofdance@gmail.
com  and include the name of the 
participant and their preferred class.

BROOKFIELD — One 
of Central Massachusetts’ 
favorite fall traditions 
returns to the Historic 
Brookfield Town Common 
on Saturday, Oct. 10 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Hosted by 
the Brookfield Community 
Club, the 47th Annual 
Apple Country Fair features 
close to 100 local crafters, 
artisans, and bakers, along 
with live music, food 
trucks, lawn games, face 
painting, raffles, and plenty 
of family fun. 

The fair brings togeth-
er the best of small-town 
charm with a vibrant mar-

ketplace of booths filled 
with hand-knit clothing, 
pottery, wooden décor, 
homemade soaps, pet toys, 
maple syrups, beaded jew-
elry, locally-harvested 
honey and delicious small-
batch treats—perfect for 
early holiday shopping or 
treating yourself.

But the fair is more 
than just shopping—it’s a 
full day of entertainment 
and activities for all ages. 
Enjoy live music by local 
favorites Chuck and Mud 
and Spooner Well, let the 
kids enjoy lawn games and 
face-painting, and dig into 

delicious bites from a vari-
ety of food trucks.

Don’t miss the raffle 
drawings held throughout 
the day, including a clas-
sic 50/50 raffle and chanc-
es to win great prizes like 
family passes to regional 
museums, gift certificates 
to local restaurants and 
shops, sporting events and 
the ever-popular commu-
nity-stitched quilt. In the 
days leading up to the 
Fair, be sure to visit the 
Merrick Public Library 
to see this year’s themed 
quilt on display. The quilt 
is created through the tal-

ents and contribu-
tions of Brookfield 

community members, and 
will also be featured in the 
Fair raffle, giving one lucky 
winner the opportunity to 
take home this unique piece 
of Brookfield community 
history.

A favorite Fair tradi-
tion, the Apple Pie Baking 
Contest is open to bakers 
of all ages, with youth and 
adult categories. Bring your 
best homemade apple pie 
and show off your baking 
skills! Entries for the apple 
pie contest will be accepted 
at the Library Annex (18 
Common St) on the Day 
of the Fair until 9:45 a.m. 
There are three Judging cat-
egories: children under 12, 

ages 13-19, and adults ages 
20 and older.

The Brookfield 
Community Club has 
been organizing the Apple 
Country Fair since 1979. 
The money raised at the 
Apple Country Fair has 
generated grants for com-
munity service projects, 
including (but not limited 
to): 

Supplies for the Town’s 
annual luminary display on 
Christmas Eve 

Programs and speakers 
for Brookfield Council on 
Aging 

Equipment for Brookfield 
Fire Department and EMS 

Improvements to 

Brookfield Recreation’s 
Lewis Field 

Equipment for Brookfield 
Scout Troops 

Programs at the Merrick 
Public Library 

Diane Martell 
Community Service Award 
for a graduating Brookfield 
Senior 

The fair is held outside 
on The Common rain or 
shine.

Mark your calendar, gath-
er your friends and family, 
and come celebrate fall in 
Brookfield.

For more information, 
visit AppleCountryFair.
com.
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•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

Real Estate
Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$510,000, 39 Rice Corner Rd, Santucci, 

Jennifer L, and Santucci, Stephen, to 
Basden, Jacinta.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$427,500, 453 Howe St, Curtis, Brian 

H, and Curtis, Jean M, to Oldroyd Jr, 
Richard.

LEICESTER
$670,000, 323 Auburn St, Moran, 

Patrick K, and Moran, Kristy A, to 
Aldulaimi, Thab Ali.

$500,000, 154 Boyd St, Dziemian, 
Neil A, to Fell, Janet G.

$410,000, 93 Pine St, Witkowski, 
Matthew, and Witkowski, Alicia, to 
Wenckus, Brian.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$1,300,000, 18 River Rd, J Warren 

T, and Trentacosta, Joseph J, to Souza, 
Kathleen Ann.

$285,000, 63 King Rd, Willett, Kevin 
R, to Mccall, Daniel.

 SPENCER
$483,500, 3 Shady Dr, Gordon Anne 

J Est, and Gordon, James D, to Iriyama 
Lake House T, and Jewell, Mari Iriyama.

$442,825, 5 Irving St, Cote, Melissa J, 
to Eroh, Ethan Charles, and Eroh, Amsey 
Thomas.

$395,000, 7 Westland Dr, Standring, 
Todd M, and Standring, Danielle M, to 
Perron, Robert David, and Lupo, Sarah.

$335,000, 16 Highland St, Santana, 
Gilderson, and Tathiana, L De Santana L, 
to Farrell, Sonia Marlene C, and Garcia, 
Luis D Farrell.

WARREN
$385,000, 236 South St, Quintin, 

Bruce, to Packard Iv, Albert B.
$235,000, 136 Quaboag St, Green 

Pastured Rt, and Macdonald, Dawn, to 
Prevost, Storm William, and Dunn, Kaci.

WEST BROOKFIELD
None

Fall tradition continues with 
47th Annual Apple Country Fair

Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance 
offers Dance Discovery Week

Courtesy

Students at the barre in the Betty Gundersen Studio of Dance.
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LEICESTER —  The Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee (LDTC) will host “For the Love of 
Democracy: A Comedy Fundraiser” on Thursday, 
October 1, at the Leicester Social Club, 91 Mannville 
St. Comedian and political satirist Jimmy Tingle will 
perform a one-man show, with doors opening at 6:15 
p.m. and the show beginning at 7 p.m.

Proceeds benefit three local Democratic campaigns: 
State Representative David LeBoeuf (17th Worcester 
District), State Representative candidate Nick Lazzaro 
(7th Worcester District), and State Senate candidate 
Shannon Teabo (Worcester and Hampshire District). 
Proceeds also support the ongoing work of the LDTC.

Tingle brings decades of comedic and political 
insight to the stage. He spent two sea-
sons on CBS’s  “60 Minutes II,” starred 
in his own HBO comedy special, and has 
appeared on  “The Tonight Show”  and 
CNN. His film credits include  Next Stop 
Wonderland and Boondock Saints.

The evening will be emceed by Chris Zito, 
former host of “Zito in the Morning” on 
WSRS 96.1 and Mix 93.1. Each candidate 
will offer brief remarks before Tingle takes 
the stage. Congressman Jim McGovern will 
attend the VIP meet and greet, which opens 
at 5:15 p.m., and is limited to 50 guests. 
Other state elected officials may also be in 
attendance.

“Leicester is a purple town, and we’ve 
spent the last year and a half proving 
that a small, determined committee can 
make a real difference here,” said Elizabeth 
McKenzie Zito, Chair of the Leicester 

Democratic Town Committee. “This night is about 
bringing people together, laughing a little, and invest-
ing in candidates who will show 
up for our community.”

“For the Love of Democracy” 
is the inaugural production of 
Just Sayin’ Productions. Seating 
is theater-style and limited to 300 
guests. A cash bar will be avail-
able. Tickets are on sale now 
at  secure.actblue.com/donate/
ldtc-comedy.

SPENCER — The Richard Sugden 
Library invites widows to an informal con-
versational group. 

“Every ending has a beginning.” “He’s in 
a better place.” We’ve heard it all. But, we 
have experienced a loss that was unique, 
equal to no other. We’ve also experienced 
love like no other. The Widows Group 
(WG) intends to build a community of love, 
support, patience, and understanding. 

Please join us Wednesdays (the first 
and third of  each  month) beginning Sept. 
2 from 1 - 2 p.m. Lifting hearts, one-at-a-
time. September get-togethers will be Sept. 
2 and 16  at the Richard Sugden Library, 
Spencer.

A Haunted Story Swap will be held at the 
Richard Sugden Library on Sept. 10 from 
6 – 7:30 p.m.  Share your eerie experience.  
We’re gathering a record of otherworldly 

experiences that have occurred in Spencer 
and want to hear from you!   Our main 
goal is to collect cemetery-based accounts, 
but other stories will also be noted after-
wards.   Please join us for this exchange 
of tales  of  trepidation and haunted hap-
penings!   Sponsor: Spencer Historical 
Commission and hosted by Prof. Garret D. 
Langlois, Ph.D.

Grow Happiness with Wendy O’Leary at 
the Richard Sugden Library, Spencer. Adult 
Happiness Club kicks off Sept. 17 from 1-2 
p.m.  Monthly schedule: Oct. 29, Nov. 19, 
Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 18, April 
15, May 13,and June 17.   The  in-person 
group will have an optional activity follow-
ing the session from 2-2:30 p.m. Sign up 
with Wendy O’Leary at woleary25@gmail.
com. Sponsor: Friends of the Library.

Traditional Folk Music in the 21st 

Century will be held at the Richard Sugden 
Library on Thursday, Sept. 17 from 6 – 7 
p.m.  Music is an essential part of connec-
tion.  Derek Piotr, folklorist, performer, and 
composer shares his Fieldwork Archive, 
featuring more than 2,000 recordings of 
“non-singers” poems, hymns & songs.  
Sponsor: Friends of the Library.

Sound Healing experience at the Richard 
Sugden Library, Spencer.   Immerse your-
self in therapeutic sounds that calm the 
mind, heal the body, and uplift the spirit.  
Adults are invited to join us as Allison, from 
Friendly Ass Farm, leads this time of relax-
ation.   Join us on Sept. 23  from 6-7 p.m.  
Tune into wellness. Vibrate with Harmony.  
Sponsor: Friends of 
the Library.

SPENCER —  Spencer residents will 
have several important civic dates to keep 
in mind this fall, with in-person early vot-
ing beginning in October, the state election 
scheduled for Nov. 3 and a Special Town 
Meeting following two days later.

The Town of Spencer has announced that 
in-person early voting for the 2026 state 
election will begin Saturday, Oct. 17, and 
continue through Thursday, Oct. 29.

Early voting will take place at Spencer 
Town Hall, 157 Main St. The hours will 
vary during the early voting period, and res-
idents are encouraged to consult the town’s 
website for the complete schedule before 
heading to Town Hall.

The early voting period gives registered 

voters an opportunity to cast their ballots 
before Election Day rather than visiting the 
polls Nov. 3.

Election Day itself is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Nov. 3. Spencer voters will cast 
ballots in the Great Hall at Town Hall, with 
polls scheduled to be open from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.

Town officials are encouraging eligible 
residents to participate in the election.

The November election will be fol-
lowed closely by another important date on 
Spencer’s municipal calendar.

The town will hold a Special Town 
Meeting on Thursday, Nov. 5, beginning at 
7 p.m. Town Meeting provides registered 
voters with the opportunity to consider and 

vote on municipal matters placed on the 
meeting warrant.

Additional information about the Special 
Town Meeting, including the warrant and 
matters scheduled for consideration, is 
expected to be available through the town 
as the meeting approaches.

The Town Clerk’s Office oversees elec-
tion and voter records in Spencer. Town 
Clerk Sandra Fritze’s office is located at 
Town Hall and can be reached at 508-
885-7500, ext. 150. Regular Town Clerk’s 
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Wednesday and 7:30 a.m. 
to noon Thursday.

Residents seeking the latest election 
information, including the complete sched-

ule of early voting hours, should check the 
town’s website as the dates approach.

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet Rosie!  
Rosie is a sweet, gentle, and sensitive 
girl looking for her forever home. She 
can be shy when meeting new people 
and will need a little time to feel safe 
and comfortable. Rosie is the kind of 
girl who needs patience, understanding, 
and someone willing to let her warm up 
at her own pace.
Rosie is also sensitive about being 
picked up, so her new family will need 
to respect her boundaries and allow 
her to build trust gradually. She may 
take some time to come out of her shell, but once she feels safe and 
secure, we know her sweet personality will shine.
Rosie does need a dental surgery, which is why she will be placed 
as a foster-to-adopt. Her dental procedure will be done through our 
veterinarian, and our rescue will cover the full cost of her dental 
care. Her foster-to-adopt family will simply provide her with a safe, 
loving home while she receives the care she needs.
Rosie is looking for someone who understands that love and 
trust don’t always happen overnight. She may need a little extra 
time, but she is absolutely worth it. With patience, kindness, and 
consistency, Rosie has the chance to blossom into a wonderful 
companion.

P.E.T. of the Week

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Second Chance Animal Services
www.secondchanceanimals.org

East Brookfield, MA • 508-867-5525

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

* Real Estate 
* Wills
* Powers of Attorney
* Notary Public  

508-885-9400

ROGER F. BANKS
  ATTORNEY AT LAW

35 years experience 

     Fundraiser Benefit Dinner
Please join us for an evening of great food and fun. Learn about our rescue 
and the horses and donkeys in our care. CNEER is a grassroots rescue located 
in West Brookfield, MA .Our mission is to rescue, heal and restore the spirit 
of the horse when it has been damaged through abuse, neglect and abandon-
ment. We are committed to making a difference - one horse at a time.

October 24, 2026
Hardwick Crossing Country Club 

262 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA01031
Doors open at 5 pm, Buffet Dinner served at 6 pm
Single ticket $100 - Bundle of Two Tickets $175 

Payment must be received b y October 10th
To purchase tickets online please use the QR code or this link:

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/fall-fundraiser-banquet 

Saving one horse many not change the world but for that one horse the world is changed forever.

Or pay by check made payable to 
CNEER, 96 New Braintree Road, 

West Brookfield,MA 01585
CNEER.com or 

Visit Us on Facebook

ATTENTION  
 WEST BROOKFIELD RESIDENTS

Hydrant Flushing
  The West Brookfield 

Water Department will be  
flushing hydrants

10/19 through 10/30
during the hours of 

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Flushing will cause some

disturbance in the water mains. 
The water may appear cloudy  
but will eventually dissipate.

           Please plan water use accordingly.

Spencer announces early voting, state election 
and Special Town Meeting dates

Richard Sugden Library offers  
support group for widows

SPENCER — For the sixth 
consecutive year, the Exchange 
Club of Spencer will in November 
announce the recipients of their 18 
Under 18 awards to those under 
the age of 18 who reside in the 
towns Spencer or East Brookfield. 
The Exchange Club membership 
has annually been made aware 
of young men and women whose 
impact on their communities may 
have gone unnoticed. They are 
not necessarily the highest aca-
demic achievers, star athlete or the 
most popular among their peers. 
They are those unassuming young 
adults who demonstrate attributes 
of leadership, passion, a caring 
and supportive nature, selflessness 
and citizenship. They are making 
a difference to others and their 

communities. 
The Exchange Club has 

acknowledged and awarded near-
ly 100 young adults with the 18 
Under 18 award over the past five 
years who were nominated by their 
teachers, employers, school coun-
selors or others who felt they made 
a difference in their communities. 
Award recipients were recognized 
with citations and presented with 
monetary awards. This year’s 
award ceremony will be held 
during a Worcester Railers game 
at the DCU Center in Worcester on 
Sunday, Nov. 22. 

The Exchange Club member-
ship is purposefully invested in the 
present and future of the Spencer 
and East Brookfield communi-
ties. They wish to highlight the 

innate talents that our youth exhib-
it unselfishly every day in what 
sometimes seems like the simplest 
of actions of caring and the ability 
to relate to others. They believe 
that curiosity, analytical thinking, 
dependability and a strong work 
ethic make the greatest difference 
where we all live, work and play. 
The club’s vision of the future is 
that these young men and women 
will carry on the Exchange’s mis-
sion of “Unity for Service.”

Application and nomination 
forms may be accessed on the 
Facebook pages of the Spencer 
Exchange Club, Spencer Bulletin 
Board or atwww.spencerexchange-
club.org. Sponsorship forms may 
also be accessed at those locations.

Spencer Exchange Club to 
present 18 Under 18 Youth 

Leadership awards

Congressman McGovern joins comedian 
 Jimmy Tingle for “For the Love of 

Democracy” fundraiser
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To the Editor:

As a child, including my family, way 
back then I had the chance to  benefit 
from a lot of mainly good influences, my 
parents and extended family, listening to 
the Priests at St . Josephs in Auburn and 
St Aloysius in Rochdale and learning 
from good history and ethics teachers like 
Rochdale’s Ralph Leonard 

They all came from we now call 
America’s “Greatest Generation” the 
one that united all Americans around the 
“Common Good” cause of fighting and 
winning the war against Hitler’s Nazis 
and other dictatorships. Later they did 
the same from Presidents Truman and 
Eisenhauer to Carter and Reagan to con-
tain and then pull down Stalin’s Russia 
(now reborn under very Stalin-like Putin).

Later on, I studied at a Jesuit run 
Catholic college. Recently I read an arti-
cle from a director at a similar college 
on the “Common Good” and the cur-
rent American government – The Trump 
administration.

Near the beginning, he defined the 
Common Good as about “creating (an 
American society where everyone has 
the chance to thrive and live together 
peacefully. In simpler terms, it means that 
our systems- Like education, health care, 
and a clean environment should work in 
a way that’s accessible and beneficial to 
everyone, without “leaving anyone out. “

Writing in 2025, he said “The Trump 
administration hit the ground running in 
early 2025 with a bunch of executive 
orders and policy changes. These moves 
have sparked a lot of conversations across 
the country about what’s  ethical (or 
moral), how government should operate 
and whether these changes truly benefit 
everyone . We’re talking about everything 
from education and the environment to 

civil rights and how the U.S. deals with 
other countries. The big question is: ‘Are 
these actions helping the well-being of all 
Americans?’

Then he looks at what the Trump admin-
istration has done in areas including:

Education Policy — Stop teaching mate-
rials it considers Anti-American and pun-
ishing well known universities, including 
important ones those in Massachusetts. 
He indicates that limits learning, damag-
es  the universities ability to do needed 
research and their global reputation.

Environmental policy —  He says a 
healthy environment benefits everyone 
with clean air, safe water, and a sta-
ble climate. Also when the environment 
suffers, so do public health and future 
generations. He goes onto say The Trump 
Administration instead seems to give pri-
ority to individual “freedom” and big 
business over shared environmental pro-
tections.

Civil Rights — Many see the Trump 
administrations actions her as undermin-
ing protections for marginalized groups. 
This could create more division and dis-
crimination instead of promoting inclu-
sion an equal opportunity for everyone.

Immigration — The Trump administra-
tion actions show a vision where asses of 
shared benefits and  potential to produce 
for the “Common Good” are restricted 
along the lines of nationality, religion of 
legal status.

He concludes by saying this about the 
Trump Administration:  “Trump’s early 
days policies offer one that leaned towards 
division and prioritizing  private interests 
over public ones.”   

And so it continued, including Iran May 
we begin to end it with the 2026  elections.

Kevin Kane
Spencer

A retiree’s 
guide for 
National 

Retirement 
Security 
Month

If you’re retired, it’s easy to let your 
finances go on autopilot. Since October is 
National Retirement Security Month, it’s 
a good time to revisit some areas that can 
impact your long-term financial security and 
help your money last a lifetime. 

Consider these suggestions: 
•  Manage your withdrawal rate. You’ll 

likely need to tap into your retirement 
accounts — your IRA and 401(k) or sim-
ilar employer-sponsored plan. But think 
carefully about how much income you with-
draw every year. If you take out too much, 
especially in the early years of your retire-
ment, you risk outliving your resources. You 
have the option of withdrawing from these 
accounts at age 59 and a half. Once you turn 
73, you’ll be required to take out at least a 
certain amount each year based on your age 
and account balance. 

•  Estimate health care costs. When you 
turn 65, you will be eligible for Medicare, 
but you may still need a Medicare supple-
ment plan, both of which will require premi-
um payments. You’ll probably also incur a 
variety of other unreimbursed expenses for 
doctor visit copays or deductibles, prescrip-
tion drugs and vision, hearing, and dental 
care. Additionally, about 70% of adults ages 
65 and older will need some form of long-
term support, according to the Department 
of Health and Human Services. This may 
include a paid home health aide (average 
cost of $77,792 per year), an assisted living 
residence (average cost of $70,500 per year) 
or nursing home care (private room average 
cost of $127,750 per year). (Cost estimates 
are from Genworth 2024 Cost of Care 
Survey.) Over the course of your retirement, 
these can add up, so be realistic when bud-
geting for health care expenses in retirement.

• Consider when to take Social Security. 
You can start receiving monthly Social 
Security checks at age 62, but your pay-
ments will generally be larger if you wait 
until your “full” retirement age of 66 or 67. 
(The size of your payments will “max out” 
at age 70.) If you believe you have longevity 
working in your favor, and you can afford to 
wait, you may well be better off by delaying 
Social Security as long as possible.

• Avoid investing too conservatively. Once 
you’re retired, you might think you should 
take as few chances with your investments 
as possible — after all, you have less time 
for them to bounce back from a downturn 
than you did during your working years. 
Nonetheless, it’s important to consider keep-
ing a reasonable percentage of growth-ori-
ented investments in your portfolio to help 
you stay ahead of inflation. Even at a low 
rate, inflation can erode your purchasing 
power over time. 

•  Keep your generosity in check. If you 
have grown children who need financial 
help, or grandchildren heading to college 
someday, you’d no doubt like to do what 
you can to assist them. However, the hard 
truth is that they have more time than you to 
find workable financial solutions, whereas if 
you deplete your funds through your gener-
osity, you could put yourself in a precarious 
position. So, be as giving as you can afford 
— but try not to go beyond that. By preserv-
ing your financial independence, you’ll end 
up benefiting your family as well.

Retirement is ideally an enjoyable time in 
your life, especially if you feel financially 
stable. So, take time to check in periodically 
to keep that stability on track. 

 
This article was written by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge 
at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

A familiar face 
takes on a new 

challenge
When a community chooses a new police 

chief, it is choosing more than the person 
who will occupy an office or wear a partic-
ular badge. It is selecting someone who will 
help set the tone for a department, establish 
expectations for its officers and shape its 
relationship with residents.

Spencer’s choice of Nathan Hagglund 
offers an interesting advantage in that 
regard. Although he will be new to the 
Spencer Police Department, he is certainly 
not new to the region.

Hagglund comes to Spencer after 
serving as police chief in neighbor-
ing West Brookfield. His career has also 
taken him through Leicester, Nantucket, 
Provincetown, Auburn and Sudbury, giving 
him experience in communities with dif-
ferent needs, challenges and approaches to 
public safety.

That experience matters, but perhaps 
equally encouraging is the amount of 
thought Hagglund appears to have put into 
applying for the Spencer position.

During his interview, Hagglund explained 
that he had considered applying for the job 
years earlier, when Michael Befford was 
ultimately selected as chief. At the time, 
Hagglund decided he was not yet ready.

There is something to be said for that 
kind of self-assessment. Leadership posi-
tions should not be pursued simply because 
they become available. Experience, timing 
and preparation matter.

Years later, Hagglund believed the time 
was right. Even then, he did some home-
work.

He spoke with retired Spencer Police 
Lt. Norman Hodgerney about the com-
munity and attended retirement celebra-
tions involving members of the department. 
What impressed him was not simply the 
police officers themselves, but the presence 
of town officials and residents who came to 
recognize those who had served.

That observation says something import-
ant about Spencer.

Police departments function best when 
there is a healthy relationship between offi-
cers and the people they serve. That does 
not mean residents and police will always 
agree. Nor should support for a department 
prevent legitimate questions about policies, 
spending or decisions. Public safety agen-
cies, like every municipal department, are 
accountable to the community. But mutual 
respect provides a strong foundation.

Hagglund also spoke during his interview 
about department culture, describing it as 
the foundation upon which an agency is 
built. That may prove to be one of the most 
important aspects of his leadership.

Police work is difficult. Officers encoun-
ter residents on some of their worst days, 
respond to emergencies that can change 
without warning and make decisions under 
circumstances most people will never expe-
rience. A department needs professionalism 
and accountability, but it also needs officers 
who trust one another and leadership that 
establishes clear expectations.

Hagglund inherits a department he 
has already described as being on stable 
ground. That is an important distinction. 
A new chief does not necessarily need to 
arrive with plans to remake everything. 
Sometimes good leadership means recog-
nizing what already works, preserving it 
and finding thoughtful opportunities for 
improvement.

One example could be Hagglund’s 
experience helping establish a drone unit 
while serving in Sudbury. He has indicated 
an interest in bringing that experience to 
Spencer as the town works toward develop-
ing its own program. New technology can 
offer useful public safety tools, provided its 
implementation includes appropriate poli-
cies, training and oversight.

The unanimous appointment on Sept. 28 
begins a new chapter following Befford’s 
retirement, but the transition does not need 
to represent a departure from what came 
before.

The strongest municipal leadership tran-
sitions often combine continuity with new 
ideas.

Hagglund already knows this part of 
Massachusetts. More importantly, his com-
ments suggest he took the time to learn 
something about Spencer before deciding 
he wanted the job.

Now comes the more important task of 
earning the community’s confidence while 
leading the department forward.
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To the Editor:
At the recent RNC convention Trump 

said he will give $5,000 to every adult 
American citizen if Republicans retain 
control of the house and senate after the 
midterms. Impossible!

It is our money to begin with! Think 
about it! With today’s prices on housing, 
gas, food, clothing, medicals, etc., $5,000 
is not going to go very far. Yet he wants 
you to sell your soul to the Devil for it.

How stupid does Trump think we are? 
I guess that is a rhetorical question given 
the amount of people contemplating being 
bought and giving up our democracy for a 
measly $5,000.

I find myself saying “you can’t fix stu-
pid” more and more these days.

Wake up!
Noreen Fernandes

West Brookfiel

Trump’s illegal bribe

To the Editor:
In reference to my letter from last 

week, I would like to clarify something. I 
said that people who support the current 
President are vile.

If you truly, truly believe that this coun-
try is headed in the right direction, I was 
not talking about you.

If you truly, in your heart of hearts, 
believe that the current President is work-
ing on behalf of the American people, I 
was not talking about you.

If you truly, truly believe that black and 
brown people are not as good as whites, I 
was not talking about you. I don’t under-
stand you, but I was not talking  about 
you.

If you truly believe the head of a coun-
try should be getting richer while the 
people he is working for get poorer and 
poorer, I was not talking about you.

If you have studied history —  for 

instance, Germany —  and understand 
what happened there to its people, I was 
not talking about you.

If you truly, truly believe that the 
Epstein files didn’t hurt anyone and 
should be kept secret, I was not talking 
about you.

The people I was, and am, talking about 
are those around the current President 
who see and hear him day in and day out 
and can see clearly what is happening. 
These are the ones I was talking about. 
These are the people who also don’t 
care about you or this country, and only 
care about enriching themselves at our 
expense.

By the way, the same letters in vile are 
in evil.

Hope this clears things up.
Judy Rose

East Brookfield

I hope this clears things up

Editorial

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

To the Editor:
This November’s midterms matter more 

than most. Across the country, people are 
exhausted, anxious, and angry - and for 
good reason. Too many of the people 
meant to serve us have instead served 
themselves, their party, or one man. I 
don’t say that lightly. It’s why I believe we 
need to get involved.

What worries me most isn’t just the 
election itself — it’s what could happen 
after the election. Retired federal judge 
J. Michael Luttig, a Republican appoint-
ed by George H.W. Bush, has warned 
publicly that if Democrats win a House 
majority this fall, the outgoing House 
could attempt to replace the Clerk of the 
House with someone willing to leave duly 
elected members off the official roll - in 
effect, refusing to recognize them, even 
though voters chose them. If that happens, 
Congress can’t function: no laws, no over-
sight, no check on the president. In plain 
terms: Congressional power stays para-
lyzed until those newly elected members 
are properly and legally seated.

This outcome isn’t set in stone, but 
what happens next depends on what we’re 
willing to do. We can still be heard: Write 
letters. Put up a lawn sign. Contact our 
representatives. Show up to a rally — all 
you have to do is stand or sit with us, 
whichever feels right. We each started as 
a first-timer. The more of us who show up, 
the more empowered we become and the 
harder we are for those in power to ignore. 

Oct. 17 is No Kings Day; millions of us 
will show up to a rally to defend our right 
to vote. To find your closest No Kings 
rally, go to indivisible.org. Your presence 
matters, even if you never say a word.

We may be strangers to each other, but 
we’re all Americans, standing together to 
save our country from those who’d rather 
rule than represent us.

Do what you can now — don’t wait 
and assume it’ll just work out. If we don’t 
help take back the House, there may be 
no way left to challenge and stop what’s 
happening.

Kathy J. Antalek
West Brookfield

Stand with us — this isn’t over

The “common good” 
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Burdett’s 
Trash 

Pickup 
LLC

“Why pay more it’s only trash” 
508-612-8093 

burdettstrashpickupllc.com
Family owned/operated 
servicing our community

 for 15+ years - 
Spencer, Leicester,
 Ware, Warren and

 all of the Brookfields. 

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 10/05/26 was $5.75 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Mushroom
 Pizza 

Sm. $7.99 
Lg. $10.99

BLT
Sub 

Sm. 8” $6.49 
Lg. 12” $7.49

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Community 
    Connection

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone number for purposes of verifi-
cation in order to be considered for publication. Only the author’s name and the town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted without all of the required information will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies our requirements and decency 
standards, and any submission may be rejected at any time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.

The great October 
thermostat standoff

There comes a morning every October when a man 
wakes up and realizes that his house has become an exper-
iment in refrigeration.

You know the morning. You get out 
of bed, put your feet on the floor and 
immediately reconsider every decision 
that brought you to this point in life. The 
floor is cold. The bathroom is colder. 
And somewhere downstairs, your wife is 
wearing a sweatshirt and giving you the 
kind of look that says the heating season 
has officially begun, whether you have 
accepted it or not.

I have always believed there should 
be rules about turning on the heat. Not actual rules, mind 
you. Nothing involving town meeting or the Legislature. 
We have enough regulations already. I mean personal rules.

Mine is that the furnace should remain off until sometime 
in October when it becomes absolutely necessary. The trou-
ble is defining “absolutely necessary.” My wife and I have 
different standards. To her, the appearance of frost on the 
lawn is compelling evidence. To me, frost is merely nature 
making a suggestion. She will walk past the thermostat and 
glance at it. I will notice her glancing at it. Neither of us 
will say anything. This is marriage after 30 years. You don’t 
need words for the important negotiations. The thermostat 
sits there quietly between us, waiting to see who cracks first.

I usually attempt several delaying tactics. First comes the 
sweatshirt. Then the heavier socks. Then I begin making 
helpful observations such as, “It’s supposed to warm up this 
afternoon.” This is technically true, although warming from 
43 degrees to 58 degrees isn’t quite the argument I think it 
is. Eventually, my wife asks the obvious question: “Why 
don’t we turn the heat on?” I never have a particularly good 
answer.

There is something psychological about that first firing 
of the furnace. Once you hear it rumble to life, summer 
is officially over. There is no going back. Windows that 
were open every evening suddenly get locked. The ceiling 
fans stop spinning. The extra blanket returns to the bed. 
Somewhere in the garage, the snow shovel begins plotting 
its comeback. Turning on the heat feels like signing paper-
work acknowledging that another New England winter is 
on its way. 

And winter never arrives alone. It brings heating bills, icy 
windshields, frozen door locks, driveway shoveling and the 
annual mystery of where I put the good gloves. So I resist. 
Not effectively, but symbolically. I suspect generations of 
New Englanders have done the same thing.

We live in a part of the country where stubbornness is 
sometimes confused with thrift, and thrift is occasionally 
confused with sitting in your own living room wearing a 
winter coat. Eventually, of course, common sense wins.

One evening the temperature drops, the house gets genu-
inely chilly and somebody finally walks over to the thermo-
stat. Click. A few seconds later comes the familiar sound of 
the furnace starting. Warm air begins moving through the 
house. And almost immediately, I wonder why I spent three 
days pretending I wasn’t cold.

That is another October tradition around here. The leaves 
change. The days shorten. The pumpkins appear on front 
steps. And grown adults engage in silent contests with their 
thermostats. 

I know how ours will end. The heat will go on. My wife 
will be comfortable. And I will stand near the vent enjoying 
the warm air while maintaining, purely for the historical 
record, that I could have held out another week.

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street

To the Editor:
Kevin Kane brought up global warming in this space 

on September 18.  I would like to add important detail to 
what he said.

I began studying climate change three months after I got 
my Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1989.

The situation is much worse than he and most climate 
scientists tell us.  You’ve heard that Earth’s global surface 
temperature (GST) is already 1.4 degrees Celsius hotter 
than when the Industrial Revolution began (+1.4 degrees 
Celsius).  But warming does not stop when we stop emit-
ting carbon dioxide (CO2).

Far from it!   Global warming is accelerating.  The rate 
doubled from 1975-2000 to 2015-25.  Warming will con-
tinue, in spades, after we stop our emissions.

When Earth last wore this much CO2, GST was +5.5 
degrees Celsius, as we know from eras both colder (4 ice 
ages) and hotter (2-25 million years ago) than now

Why?  The CO2 level was the same.  The sun’s output 
was almost the same (0.5 degrees Celsius cooler at Earth 
orbit 25 million years ago).  But Earth reflected less sun-
light.

For less reflection now, start with loss of sulfur aerosols, 
as we phase out burning coal without scrubbers.  Add loss 
of white ice, snow, and especially clouds.  Where sunlight 
hits them, they reflect most of it away, so it doesn’t heat up 
Earth as much.  But oceans, forests, and most rock absorb 
most sunlight hitting them.  With less clouds, ice, snow and 
aerosols, Earth heats up.

Using data new in late 2024, scientists (me included) 
found that, over 1984-2019, the Pacific and Atlantic oceans 
gradually lost 12 percent of their cloud cover.  That is huge.  
Clouds cover about 55 percent of Earth (formerly 60 per-
cent).  In all, loss of reflection over 2000-25 led to radiative 
forcing (which brings future warming, ice melt, etc.) more 
than twice as much (230 percent) as from the greenhouse 
gases (GHGs - CO2 etc.) we emitted over those same 
years.  Earlier, over 1975-2016, Earth’s loss of reflection 
caused only 62 percent as much warming as GHGs we 
emitted over those 42 years.  Loss of reflection has accel-
erated and surpassed GHGs as a source of future warming.  
It will be big even after we stop our own emissions.

Moreover, as Earth keeps warming, permafrost, oceans, 

soils, and forests start emitting more carbon than they 
absorb.  So far, this is only about 15 percent as much as 
our own emissions, led by permafrost.  But that percentage 
will continue rising as Earth warms more and we taper off 
our own emissions.

So, we have committed Earth to 5.5°C warming.  What 
will conditions be?

According mostly to a study for Congress (and the UK, 
led by the World Bank’s chief economist) twenty years 
ago, +4 degrees Celsius will bring (1) freshwater shortages 
for almost everyone; (2) world crop yields down 30-50 per-
cent; (3) great migrations and water wars; (4) two thirds of 
the Amazon basin a savanna instead of rainforest, (5) great 
ice sheet melt, with seas eventually 100-150 feet higher; 
(6) 20 to 60 percent of today’s species extinct; and (7) 30 
percent of Earth’s land too hot and humid for us to survive, 
up from 1 percent now.  Above 4.5 degrees Celsius, it gets 
worse.

Can we prevent that?  Yes, we can.  But will we?  That’s 
iffy.

We need to do three things, at the same time.  We need 
to (1) stop putting carbon in the air, (2) take out the carbon 
we’ve already put in, plus what we WILL put in, and (3) 
cool Earth off till we remove all our GHGs.  We need to 
scale up CO2 removal 1 million-fold.  But we cannot do 
that fast enough.  Cooling buys us time to scale up and 
slow emissions from permafrost, etc.  Two out of three is 
not good enough; then we would lose everything we care 
about, roughly a century from now.  Just ending our emis-
sions by 2050 would postpone the collapse of everything 
by about 25 years.

To stop our emissions, make our electricity carbon-free 
and electrify everything. (2) To remove our legacy and 
future CO2 from the air, use direct air capture, enhanced 
rock weathering, biochar, ocean alkalinity enhancement, 
stop deforestation, etc.  (3) To cool Earth off, use strato-
spheric aerosol injection, brighten marine clouds, increase 
cloud condensation nuclei for cirrus clouds, re-freeze 
Arctic sea ice, use mirrors, etc.  Postponing cooling Earth 
guarantees the demise of civilization.

Dr. Gene Fry
Brookfield

Reversing global warming is for all the marbles

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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WORCESTER —  The 
Worcester County 
Mechanics Association, 
the nonprofit organization 
that owns and operates 
Mechanics Hall, marked a 
year of growing

community support, 
expanded programming 
and continued investment 
in the historic venue at its 
183rd Annual Meeting on 
Sept. 29.

The meeting reflected 
the first full year under 
Executive Director Meghan 
Montaner, who assumed 
leadership of Mechanics 
Hall in July 2025. During 
the year, membership 
increased 30 percent and 
annual fund contributions 
grew 55 percent, while 
Mechanics Hall expanded 
its own programming and 
increased opportunities for 
young people to experience 
music and theatre at the 
Hall.

“The growth we’ve seen 
in our membership, donor 
support, programming and 
youth initiatives tells us 
that more people see them-
selves as part of the life 
of Mechanics Hall,” said 
Montaner. “Our job now is 
to keep opening those doors 
wider—bringing more peo-
ple into the Hall, creating 
more reasons for them to 
return, and making sure this 
extraordinary place contin-
ues to be an active part of 
Worcester’s cultural life.”

The Association also pre-
sented its highest honor, the 
Master Mechanic Award, to 
former Executive Director 
Kathleen Gagne, recogniz-
ing more than 30 years of 
service to Mechanics Hall 
and her lasting contribu-
tions to its artistic, institu-
tional and community life.

During her remarks, 
Montaner highlighted a 
year that balanced invest-
ment in the Hall’s histor-
ic building with efforts to 
expand how the community 
experiences it. Facility proj-
ects included new carpet-
ing in the Boyden Salon, 
Dickens Room and Great 
Hall perimeter; new win-
dow treatments; refinish-
ing of the Great Hall and 
Washburn Hall floors; and 

continued conservation of 
the Hall’s historic portrait 
collection. Four portraits—
Clara Barton, George 
Frisbie Hoar, James Barnard 
Blake and Governor John 
Albion Andrew—were 
restored during the year as 
part of the Hall’s ongoing 
multiyear conservation ini-
tiative.

One of the year’s most 
significant preserva-
tion projects took one of 
Mechanics Hall’s two 
Hamburg Steinway Model 
D concert grands far beyond 
Worcester. The instrument 
traveled to Germany for 
a comprehensive $80,000 
restoration before return-
ing to the Great Hall stage, 
ready once again to serve 
the exceptional musicians 
who perform and record at 
Mechanics Hall. 

Mechanics Hall also 
expanded its role as a pre-
senter, increasing the num-
ber and range of programs 
produced by the Hall and 
creating more opportu-
nities for audiences of all 
ages to experience its stag-
es. The 2025–2026 sea-
son included “L’Chaim: A 
Toast to the Jewish Legacy 
of Broadway” and other 
Mechanics Hall-presented 
performances, reflecting 
a growing commitment to 
broaden the mix of genres 
and artists while reaching 
new audiences. 

That expansion extend-
ed to the Hall’s youngest 
patrons. Many Voices: 
Mechanics Hall Youth 
Singers expanded enroll-
ment beyond the city of 
Worcester to students 
throughout Worcester 
County, extending the reach 
of its tuition-free choral pro-
gram. Student matinees and 
educational partnerships 
also brought thousands of 
students across the commu-
nity into Mechanics Hall 
for “Cinderella” through a 
new partnership with the 
Met HD in Schools pro-
gram, TheaterWorksUSA’s 
The Pout-Pout Fish, and the 
longstanding Conversations 
in Jazz in partnership with 
CultureLEAP.

The Hall plans to build 
on that momentum in the 

coming year, with more 
Mechanics Hall-presented 
performances, a broader 
range of genres and artists, 
and expanded opportunities 
for young people to experi-
ence and participate in the 
arts.

Financial position contin-
ues to strengthen

Treasurer Andrew Joyce 
reported operating revenue 
of $2.34 million for fiscal 
year 2026, driven in part by 
a 9 percent increase in event 
rental revenue. Annual Fund 
contributions increased 55 
percent, reflecting growing 
philanthropic support for 
the Hall and its mission.

The Association report-
ed a net operating loss of 
$167,000, an 11 percent 
improvement over the pre-
vious year and largely in 
line with budget expecta-
tions as Mechanics Hall 
continued investing in pro-
gramming and facility oper-
ations. After investment 
returns, capital support 
and depreciation, the orga-
nization finished the year 
with positive net income of 
$17,000.

Financial reserves 
increased 5 percent to 
a record $5.91 million, 
strengthening resources 
available for preservation, 
future capital needs and 
long-term organizational 
stability.

Gagne receives Master 
Mechanic Award

The evening’s Master 
Mechanic Award recog-
nized Kathleen Gagne, who 
retired in 2025

following more than 
three decades at Mechanics 
Hall, including seven years 
as Executive Director.

Throughout her career, 
Gagne played a central role 
in programming, marketing, 
fundraising and preserva-
tion while helping expand 
the Hall’s relationship with 
the Worcester communi-
ty. As Executive Director, 
she guided Mechanics Hall 
through the COVID-19 
pandemic and an 18-month 
shutdown while continuing 
to invest in the building and 
its future.

Her tenure also brought 
several initiatives that con-
tinue to shape Mechanics 
Hall today. Gagne launched 
Many Voices: Mechanics 
Hall Youth Singers in 2022 
and the popular Washburn 
Hall series “Club 321” in 
2024, while champion-
ing educational concerts 
and the Worcester Organ 
Performance Series. She 
also led the initiative to 
commission portraits of 
prominent 19th-century 
Black Americans for the 
Great Hall Portrait Gallery, 
expanding the history rep-
resented within the Hall’s 
collection.

As Executive Director, 
Gagne oversaw major light-
ing and sound upgrades in 
both performance halls, 
pairing modern technical 
capabilities with steward-
ship of the historic building.

Reflecting on the Hall 
and its history, Gagne said, 
“Remembering the remark-
able reminds us that human 
beings are capable of 
extraordinary creativity…it 
is not the nature of com-
mon architecture to uplift 
and encourage. Mechanics 
Hall does that. It has wis-
dom in its walls. It has the 
sweat of labor in its beams. 
It is proof that in this New 
England city dreams of a 
better life were encouraged 
and through education and 
disciplined work, those 
dreams could come true.”

The Master Mechanic 
Award recognizes individu-
als and organizations whose 
innovation, enterprise and 
leadership contribute to 
a culture of excellence in 
Central Massachusetts.

New officers elected
The Association elect-

ed James Goldsberry of 
NextUp2Lead as President, 
succeeding Peter Thomas, 
who will continue his ser-
vice as a Vice President.

Andrew Joyce of 
Baystate Financial was 
elected Treasurer and 
Evan Maloney of MCPHS 
University was elected 
Clerk.

Vice Presidents elect-
ed were Jen Antkowiak, 
Soundshine Productions; 
Bruce Ellis, R.P. Masiello, 
Inc.; Victoria Mariano, 
Downtown Worcester 
BID; Scott Ober, Hassett 
Donnelly; Liz Parker 
Gagne, UMass Memorial 
Health; and Peter Thomas, 
Westbridge.

Trustees include Kim 
Ciborowski; Patricia 
Davidson, Mirick 
O’Connell; Anthony 
D’Elia,

Revelation Productions; 
Akash Garg, Merrill Lynch 
Wealth Management; 
Andrew Madigan, F.W. 
Madigan Company, Inc.; 
Lorie Martiska, Open Sky 
Community Services; 
Satya Mitra, The Guru 
Tax & Financial Services; 
Matthew Sabacinski, 
TD Bank; Adi Tibrewal, 
Merrill Lynch Wealth 
Management; and Margaret 
Wong, Quinsigamond 
Community College.

Newly elected trustees 
include: Tanner Bolton 
Harris, Saint-Gobain; 
Patrick Dacey, Bento 
Box Entertainment; 
Dennis A. Dean, II, PhD, 
Quinsigamond Community 
College; and Amanda B. 
Wittman, Ph.D., Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute.
Honorary Trustees are 

Judith Collins, Kathryn 
Crockett, Linwood M. 
Erskine Jr., Patrice M. 
Muchowski, Michael 
Refolo, David Smith and 
Joseph N. Stolberg.

Steeped in the rich history 
of 19th-century Worcester, 
Mechanics Hall is interna-
tionally

regarded as one of the 
world’s great concert halls. 
Regionally, it is a gathering 
place known for its cen-
tral New England location, 
architecture, acoustics and 
extraordinary history.

The world’s renowned 
orchestras and perform-
ers—including the London 
Philharmonic, Yo-Yo Ma, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Linda 
Ronstadt—have taken 
the Hall’s stage. Among 
the many notable fig-
ures who have spoken at 
Mechanics Hall are Charles 
Dickens, Susan B. Anthony, 
Frederick Douglass and 
Mark Twain.

In addition to serving as 
a performance venue, event 
destination and record-
ing site, Mechanics Hall 
offers cultural experiences 
through concerts, commu-
nity events, youth program-
ming and collaborations 
with educational and non-
profit organizations.

Mechanics Hall is 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion owned and operated 
by the Worcester County 
Mechanics Association, 
established in 1842, and 
is listed on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places. Learn more at 
MechanicsHall.org.

j j j j j j

Jeremiah is an easygoing and 
friendly boy who enjoys stay-
ing active and loves all kinds 
of sports. Football is one of his 
favorites, and he especially en-
joys shooting hoops and spend-
ing time playing basketball with 
his friends. When he wants 
some quiet time to himself, 
Jeremiah enjoys playing video 
games. Jeremiah is described 
by his friends and teachers as 
funny, kind, and a natural lead-
er. He is a positive role model 
to those around him and enjoys 
making others laugh. His easy-
going personality and ability to 

connect with others make him a great friend and someone people enjoy 
spending time with. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21182352036 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.          

Jeremiah 
Age 14 

Registration #8413 

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/9 & SATURDAY 10/10

VEAL
OSSO BUCO

AFTER 5PM

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Courtesy

Executive Director Meghan Montaner speaks during the Worcester County Mchanics Association’s 
Annual Meeting.

Mechanics Hall marks year of growth, investment and 
expanded programming at 183rd Annual Meeting
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NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Musician, songwriter and 
performer, Stan Matthews 
has always loved music. 
He listens to a wide variety 
of styles and draws inspi-
ration from everything he 
hears. He remembers being 
immersed in the music of 
performers such as Louis 
Armstrong, Eddy Arnold, 
Hank Williams, Roy Acuff, 
Tommy Makem, and the 
Clancy Brothers as a child, 
thanks to his mother, father, 
and maternal grandparents.  
It’s safe to say that the 
musical tastes of his fam-
ily helped start him on his 
musical journey. 

Matthews also credits the 
performance of the Beatles 
on “The Ed Sullivan Show” 
for influencing his desire to 
perform, explaining, “My 
mom put me in front of 
our black and white tv to 
watch The Beatles. After 
that nothing was the same.” 

When he was 12, it was 
the guitar riff to “Smoke on 
the Water” by Deep Purple 
that motivated him to tell 

his father that he wanted 
to learn how to play gui-
tar. The next day his father 
came home with a Jimi 
Hendrix record and told 
him that if he really wanted 
to learn how to play the 
guitar, he needed to listen 
to Hendrix, because he was 
the best.

Matthews started a band 
with his best friends in high 
school and upon graduation 
went on to Berklee College 
of Music in Boston. Not 
content playing other peo-
ple’s music in cover bands, 
he started writing his own 
songs making use of the 
interest in poetry he had 
developed in high school. 

He recorded a demo 
at a recording studio in 
Worcester, and his songs 
did get some airplay on 
WAAF and WBCN, the 
big rock stations back then. 
After shopping his songs to 
record companies in New 
York and London, Stan’s 
frustration with the reality 
of the music business led 
him to what he calls a “per-

sonal hiatus.” 

It was the release of 
Johnny Cash’s “American 
Recordings” series that 

brought Matthews back 
to his love of music and 
renewed his desire to create 
once again. His big chal-
lenge by that time was to 

juggle a renewed interest 
in songwriting with a wife, 
three children, and a full-
time job as a truck driver.

Stan Matthews, the dad, 
emphasizes to his now 
adult children that what 
matters is not whether 
you end up being famous 
or being unknown. Like 
everything that we do in 
life, the important thing is 
to try. Here he uses the 
words of Vince Lombardi, 
“It’s not whether you get 
knocked down, it’s whether 
you get up.“  When he was 
much younger, he believed 
that I wanted to be a rock 
star. Now he is glad that he 
never did. Fame has a high 
price -- just look at Johnny 
Cash, Hank Williams, Jimi 
Hendrix and many more. 
Stan is convinced that he is 
much happier as a family 
man who also makes music 
than he would have been 
if he had made it to the 
big time. He is determined 
that he’ll continue making 
music until they put him 
“in the ground. My music 
will last long after I’ll have 
turned to dust. I did it my 
way,” he insists.

Matthews views each 
song as a painting. To him 
each instrument, musical 
note and word is color on 
a canvas. He writes as each 
song is a personal experi-
ence. His music is stark, 
stripped bare, and the lyrics 
are honest. He sings about 
life from the perspective 
of the working man. The 

intent of his music is to take 
you on life’s journeys: a 
search for love, the joy of a 
child’s birth, the struggle of 
relationships, the anguish at 
the loss of a job, the sorrow 
at a loved one’s passing.

Matthes has released four 
CD’s and won an award 
from the International 
Singer Songwriter’s 
Association. He continues 
to write and record music 
and poetry. Most Fridays 
he can be found at the open 
mic series at Lost Towns 
Brewing in Ware. For more 
information on new releas-
es or future events, you can 
check out his Web site at 
www.stanmatthewsmusic.
com.

Matthews has lived in 
North Brookfield for seven 
years with Tonya, his wife 
of thirty-three years, their 
five children and at the 
moment, eleven chickens.

The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House 
would like to thank Stan 
Matthews for helping us put 
a spotlight on the arts as our 
“Artist of the Month for 
October.”  

The Friends is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization 
focused on restoring, pre-
serving, and sustaining the 
Town House as a cultural 
center of North Brookfield.  
Every month this organiza-
tion recognizes a featured 
artist in their community.

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• 60 ton Crane
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Log Length Firewood
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
• Hazardous Tree Removal

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Musician Stan Matthews named Friends of the 
North Brookfield Town House Artist of the Month

Weekly 
Police 

Blotter
Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported 

the following arrests during the week of 
Sept. 23-29.

Justin Lee Eggleton, age 40, of Warren was 
arrested on Sept. 26 as a Detained Prisoner.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported 

the following arrests during the week of 
Sept. 24-30.

Joseph Frank Shivick, age 44, of Rochdale 
was arrested on Sept. 24 for Operating Under 
the Influence (Liquor; third offense).

Justin Lee Eggleton, age 40, of Warren was 
arrested on Sept. 26 for Operating Under the 
Influence (Drugs), Refusal by the Operator 
of a Motor Vehicle to Identify themselves, 
Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, 
Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspen-
sion of license (subsequent offense), and a 
Marked Lanes Violation.

Francisco Ortiz-Rivera, age 45, of Spencer 
was arrested on Sept. 27 for Negligent 
Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

An individual whose identity has been 
withheld from publication received a 
summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 27 for 
Shoplifting By Asportation.

An individual whose identity has been 
withheld from publication received a 
summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 29 for 
Felony Daytime Breaking & Entering into 
a Building, Larceny From a Building, and 
Trespassing.

Girl Scout Troop 
welcomes new 

members 
 
SPENCER —  Girls entering grades Kindergarten and 

1 in the fall are invited to join Troop 65501.The troop 
meets in Spencer every other Sunday, 4:30-5:45 p.m. Girl 
membership registration fee is $111, and is active until 
September 30, 2027. Financial Assistance is available.  

 
Girl Scouts is the premier organization for girls to learn 

about leadership, financial literacy, life skills, the outdoors, 
community service, science and technology. Girl Scout 
programming is customizable for all types of learners! 
Previous Girl Scout experience is not necessary. 

 
You can register for a spot in the troop at  https://

go.gscwm.org/troop65501. Questions?  E-mail  info@
gscwm.org or call 508-365-0115.

            
About Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts 
 Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts 

serves nearly 6,000 girls in grades K through 12 with the 
strong support of over 2,500 adult volunteers in 186 towns 
and cities in central and western Massachusetts. The Girl 
Scout program allows girls to discover the fun, friendship, 
and power of girls together while building 
their personal leadership qualities. GSCWM 
supports girls by giving them extraordinary 
opportunities to explore, experience, and 
learn about their world and helps girls rec-
ognize that they are vital members of their 
communities. L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Take your puzzle 
game to the next 
level at Leicester 
Public Library

LEICESTER — Calling all jigsaw puzzle enthusiasts 
-- take your puzzle game to the next level. Grab a few 
friends or family members and see if you can complete a 
jigsaw puzzle faster than your friends and neighbors. Each 
team will receive the same 500-piece puzzle provided by 
the library. 

The team that finishes first or completes the most before 
time is called wins!  If you don’t have a team, email the 
library at  library@leicesterlibrary.org  and ask if there is 
room on the library team. Adults, teens, and families with 
children aged 8+ are welcome to participate. Registration is 
required- only one person from each team should register. 
Teams can have up to four members. Register through the 
calendar at www.leicesterlibrary.org. 

Upcoming Puzzle Races are Thursday evenings, Oct. 
22, Nov. 12 and Dec. 10 from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at the Leicester 
Public Library, 1136 Main St.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.WO26P3172EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Leo C Hebert 
Date of Death:  08/03/2026

To all interested persons:
A Petition for   Formal Probate of 
Will with Appointment of Personal 
Representative  has been filed by Mi-
chelle L Terry of Brookfield MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Michelle L Terry of Brookfield MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/27/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 25, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 9, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 97 East Charlton 
Road, Spencer, MA 01562
 	 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Jared 
L. Armstrong to Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-
inee for loanDepot.com, LLC, and 
now held by loanDepot.com, LLC, 
said mortgage dated August 10, 2022 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 68071, Page 127, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for loanDepot.com, LLC, 
its successors and assigns to loan-
Depot.com, LLC by assignment dated 
May 1, 2025 and recorded with said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 71936, 
Page 222; for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction on November 5, 
2026 at 11:00 AM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premis-
es described in said mortgage, to wit: 
BEGINNING at an iron pipe in the 
easterly line of East Charlton Road 
at a point which is one hundred 
twenty-two (122.00) feet, measured 
along the easterly line of said East 
Charleton, Road, from the southerly 
end of a curve connecting said line 
with the southerly line of Bacon Hill 
Road;
Thence from the point of beginning as 
defined above N. 27° 58’ E. along the 
easterly line of said East Charleton 
Road, one hundred and twenty-two 
(122.00) feet to a point;
Thence by a curve to the right having 
a radius of 22.95 feet, and length of 
26.57 feet to a point in the southerly 
line of Bacon Hill Road;
Thence 8. 85° 42’ E. by the southerly 
line of said Bacon Hill Road, three 
hundred and forty-six (346.00) feet to 
an iron pipe at a stone wall:
Thence 8. 9° 04’ W. along said stone 
wall and by land now or formerly of 
William V. & Alta M. Cambell, four 
hundred and sixty-seven (467.00) feet 
to an iron pipe;
Thence N. 56° 15’ W. by a wall, sev-
enty-one and 43/100 (71.43) to an 
angle;
Thence N. 44 degrees 08’ W. still by 
said wall, one hundred and sixty-three 
and 13/100 (163.00) feet to an angle;
Thence N. 51 degrees 00’ W. still by 
said wall, one hundred and ninety-two 
and 55/100 (192.55) feet to an angle;
Thence N. 10 degrees 12’ W. still by 
said wall eighty and 11/100 (80.11) 
feet to an angle;
Thence N. 53 degrees 21’ W. seven-
teen and 30/100 (17.30) feet to the 
point of BEGINNING.  
Meaning and intending to convey said 
premises as described in deed dated 
July 30, 2019 and recorded August 6, 
2019 with Worcester South Registry 
of Deeds in Book 60837, Page 23.
	 The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage shall 
control in the event of a typographical 
error in this publication.
	 Upon information and belief, 
the third and fourth bounds above 

should state S. and not 8. due to a 
typographical error.
	 For Mortgagor’s Title see 
deed dated July 30, 2019 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
60837, Page 23.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for loanDepot.com, LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
October 2,  2026
October 9,  2026 
October 16,  2026

Town of Spencer
Notice of Public Hearing

 Notice is hereby given under M.G.L. 
c. 140, §§ 58-59 the Spencer Board 
of Selectmen will hold a public hearing 
on October 26, 2026, at 6:00pm at 
157 Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 
located in the McCourt Social Hall to 
consider the application of KAR Sales 
LLC for a Class II used motor vehicle 
dealer license located at 324/326 Main 
Street Spencer MA 01562. 
Gary E. Woodbury 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen
October 9, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P4318EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE BY A PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 
Estate of: 

David Lewis Cataldo 
Date of Death: 08/02/2025

To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Sale of Real Estate has 
been filed by:
Leah M O’Brien of West Boylston 
MA 
requesting that the court authorize the 
Personal Representative to sell the 

decedent’s real estate at a private sale. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/03/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken Without further 
notice to you. 
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court. 
Date: JSeptember 28, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
October 9, 2026

Notice of Public Hearing for Zoning 
Amendment – Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
October 20, 2026, in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, MA, and the hear-
ing will be conducted in person and 
remotely on the following items start-
ing at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter 
as can be heard:

Newly Proposed Article: Zoning 
Bylaw Article 4.8.12, Temporary 
Moratorium on Data Centers, in 
effect through November 5, 2027

Interested parties may review the 
proposed bylaw at the Office of 
Development & Inspectional Services 
and the Town Clerk’s office, located 
in Memorial Town Hall, during regular 
business hours, as well as posted 
on the Planning Board’s webpage at 
www.spencerma.gov.
October 2,  2026
October 9,  2026 

Town of Spencer
Notice of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Sec. 15A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws that a public hearing 
will be in person on October 26, 2026 
at 6:00pm located at 157 Main Street, 
Spencer MA on the application of Raul 
Urbina for a transfer of an all-alcoholic 
beverages license for Urbysons Inc. 
d/b/a Tijuana Bar & Grill located at 117 
Main Street, Spencer, MA.  
Options to participate: 
Dial in from your phone: 1 866 899 4679  
Enter Access Code: 479-429-349
Or, join from your computer, 
tablet, or smartphone: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . g o t o m e e t . m e /
TownofSpencerMA/boardofselectmen  
Gary E. Woodbury 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen 
October 9, 2026

LEGALS

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers
Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to
 its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

East Brookfield seeks public input 
for Open Space and Recreation 

Plan update
EAST BROOKFIELD —  The Town of East Brookfield, with assistance from the 

Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC), is updating its 2006 
Open Space and Recreation Plan and is seeking input from residents.

Community members are encouraged to participate in a survey to share their thoughts 
on open space, recreational opportunities, and priorities for the future. Public feedback will 
help guide the development of the updated plan, which is required to maintain the Town’s 
eligibility for State grant funding for conservation and recreation projects.

Residents can complete the survey online at https://tinyurl.com/yv7b23fy. Hard copies 
are also available at Town Hall, the East Brookfield Public Library, and the Senior Center.

The Town encourages all residents to take part and help shape the future of East 
Brookfield’s parks, recreation resources, and open spaces.

EAST BROOKFIELD 
—  The East Brookfield 
Public Library will welcome 
local artisans for its Annual 
Craft Fair on Saturday, Oct. 
17, while families can also 
look forward to a special 
Halloween-themed movie 
event later in the month.

The Annual Craft Fair 
will be held from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the library, 122 
Connie Mack Dr.

Organizers are empha-
sizing that items offered 
at the fair must be com-
pletely handcrafted. Those 
interested in participating 
are required to submit pho-

tographs of their work for 
review by emailing  cmac-
m a s t e r @ c w m a r s . o rg . 
Prospective participants 
may also bring one or two 
samples of their work to the 
library for review.

Later in October, the 
library will get into the 
Halloween spirit with a spe-
cial installment of its Movie 
Time program.

On Thursday, Oct. 29, 
at 3:30 p.m., children and 
families are invited to the 
library for a screening of the 
Charlie Brown Halloween 
special featuring the Great 
Pumpkin.

Children are encour-
aged to attend in costume. 
Following the movie, 
youngsters will have an 
opportunity to continue 
their Halloween celebration 
by heading to Town Hall for 
additional festivities.

The movie program is 
also intended to provide an 
informal opportunity for 
residents to meet others in 
the community. Guests are 
welcome to bring a snack to 
enjoy during the screening.

Both programs will be 
held at the East Brookfield 
Public Library, 122 Connie 
Mack Dr. in East Brookfield

EAST BROOKFIELD 
—  The East Brookfield 
Public Library is getting 
into the Halloween spir-
it with a two-part Ghost 
Craft Program planned for 
October.

Adults are invited to visit 
the library and create their 
own centerpiece ghost dis-
play during sessions sched-
uled for Thursday, Oct. 8, at 
4 p.m. and Thursday, Oct. 
15, at 3:30 p.m.

The craft is designed as a 
two-week project, with par-
ticipants working on their 

displays during both ses-
sions. Because the project 
requires both programs to 
complete, participants must 
be available to attend on 
both dates.

The program is open to 
all adults, but advance reg-
istration is required.

The Ghost Craft Program 
is among the seasonal activ-
ities offered by the East 
Brookfield Public Library 
and gives local residents 
an opportunity to create a 
Halloween decoration of 
their own while spending 

time with others in the com-
munity.

Those interested in par-
ticipating should contact 
the East Brookfield Public 
Library to sign up for the 
program.

East Brookfield library 
plans annual craft fair, 

Halloween movie

East Brookfield Library plans 
two-week Ghost Craft program
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Advertise on this page 
for one low price!  Get 7 papers.

Call 774-200-7308

&Home 
 AutoFallFall

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Painting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

Brighten Your Curb Appeal 
With a Power Wash 

Locally Owned, Operated And Insured. 
Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts 

Call Today For A Free Estimate 
Over 15 Years Experience

Call Today: 774-241-6399

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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SCHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

LEICESTER — “If you 
are doing fall cleaning, the 
Friends of the Leicester 
Library would appreci-
ate donations of unwant-
ed books, board games, 
puzzles, DVD’s, and CD’s 
for our Fall Book Sale,”  
Charissa Berube, Friends of 
the Leicester Library Chair, 
says.  

The Friends group holds 

a Book Sale every Fall and 
every spring.  

“The Book Sales are 
huge events, and we’re able 
to provide opportunities to 
purchase all sorts of books 
for all age groups at truly 
discounted prices,” Berube 
explains.  “It’s a terrific 
event that helps the library 
as well as people who come 
looking for books and the 

many other items we sell, 
and our Friends group truly 
enjoys helping through the 
events.”

The Fall Book Sale will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 10 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
on Tuesday, Oct. 13 from 
9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Proceeds from the Book 
Sale are used to purchase 
arts and craft supplies for 

children’s and adult pro-
grams and to sponsor spe-
cial educational presenta-
tions and programs.  

“The monies raised are 
truly important and help-
ful, as we’re able to offer 
popular programs that the 
library would not be able to 
afford otherwise,” Berube 
continues.

All the items that are sold 

at the Book Sale are con-
tributed by area residents.  

“We count on the kind-
ness of people who might 
be looking to clear out 
unwanted items and help 
the library in the process,” 
Berube states.

Please bring the items 
you would like to contribute 
to the inside of the library 
any day and time it is open.  

Please, no encyclopedias or 
medical textbooks.  

Bring your unwanted 
items to the Library over 
the next few weeks, then 
come to the Book Sale and 
find some great prices on 
books, games, and other 
items that you will use and 
enjoy!

         SPENCER — The 
largest grassroots cultur-
al funding network in the 
nation, the Local Cultural 
Council (LCC) Program 
enriches the cultural life 
of all cities and towns in 
Massachusetts. Led by 
municipally appointed vol-
unteers, LCCs award $6.6 
million every year, support-
ing 7,400 cultural programs 
that include everything 
from field trips to lectures, 
festivals, and dance perfor-
mances. 

     The Spencer Cultural 
Council grant cycle is now 
open (closes Oct. 15).  This 
is a very easy grant to apply 
for.   Grants are awarded/
denied by Jan. 1.   The 
grants need to be completed 
by Dec. 31, 2027.   Grants 
are reimbursed to grantees 
when paperwork is submit-
ted after the program.   For 
questions, contact Denise 
at  dfarmosa@cwmars.
org.   The online applica-
tion can be found at https://
massculturalcouncil.org/
communities/local-cultur-
al-council-program/appli-
cation-process/.

         Who is eligible to 
apply for an LCC grant?

·                 Applicants must 
reside or be located in 
Massachusetts. Local 
Cultural Councils may 
accept applications from 
anyone included in the list 
below:

·                  Individuals. 
Individual applicants must 
show that a public benefit 
results from the project for 
which they are applying.

·         Incorporated private 
nonprofit organizations.

·                  Unincorporated 
associations that can estab-
lish a nonprofit objective.

·         For-profit organi-
zations whose application 
demonstrates  public bene-
fit.

·         A group of individ-
uals coming together with 
a common purpose (e.g., 
local community band, the-
ater group) that do not have 
nonprofit status.

·                  Public schools, 
libraries, other municipal 
agencies, and the Local 
Cultural Council itself.

·         Religious organi-
zations. Religious organiza-

tions or groups with a reli-
gious affiliation are eligible 
to apply for funding for a 
project or program that: 
Is available to the general 
public.  Has the purpose of 
benefiting the public, not 
the religious organization.  

LCCs cannot fund activ-
ities that are “inherently 
religious” such as religious 
worship, instruction, and 
proselytization.

         The Mass Cultural 
Council is extremely appre-
ciative of the efforts made 

by Local Cultural Council 
members in ensuring pub-
lic access to culture in our 
communities. LCCs and 
their grant recipients are 
vital partners in our attempt 
to raise awareness about 
public funding for arts and 

culture in Massachusetts, 
both in the Legislature 
and with the public.   The 
Spencer Cultural Council is 
a local agency funded by 
Mass Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
— Local poets, readers and 
lovers of the written word 
will have a new opportu-
nity to share their favorites 
when the Merriam-Gilbert 
Public Library hosts “One 
Poem,” an open poetry 
reading series beginning in 
September.

The program is designed 
to provide a welcoming 
venue for writers to share 
their own poetry while 
introducing participants to 
the work of other published 
poets.

For each original poem a 
participant reads, organizers 

ask that the reader com-
plement it with a poem by 
an established, published 
writer. Selections can range 
widely, from Shakespeare 
and Anne Bradstreet to 
Charles Bukowski, William 
Butler Yeats, Rumi, 
Adrienne Rich and contem-
porary poets.

Participants do not need to 
be poets themselves. Those 
without original work are 
welcome to read favorite 
poems by published writers, 
while community members 
who would rather listen 
are equally encouraged to 
attend.

Readings will take place 
in round-robin fashion, with 
participants sharing no more 
than two poems during each 
turn. The number of oppor-
tunities each person has 
to read will depend upon 
attendance. Organizers ask 
participants to avoid partic-
ularly lengthy selections so 
everyone has an opportuni-
ty to take part.

The series is intended to 
foster a creative community 
of writers and readers while 
exposing participants to 
poets and styles they might 
not otherwise encounter.

“One Poem” will run 

from September through 
May, generally on the third 
Thursday of each month 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Some dates 
may be adjusted because of 
holidays.

Programs will be held in 
the upstairs meeting room at 
the Merriam-Gilbert Public 
Library on Main Street in 
West Brookfield. The meet-
ing room is accessible by 
elevator.

The series is open to the 
Central Massachusetts com-
munity.

“Come: read, listen, 
learn, savor,” organizers 
invite participants.

Friends of the Leicester Public Library 
announce Fall Book Sale

Spencer Cultural Council now accepting applications!

Open poetry reading series coming to 
Merriam-Gilbert Library
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774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOR RENT 
SOUTHBRIDGE
 3 bedroom 
apartment 

first floor
All appliances 

included 
With garage

508-764-6425

revenue by some 300 percent,” explained Lapenas.
For her part, Shelley Winchenbach, acknowledged that they wish 

Charter Communications could have offered more in grants, but she 
feels this is a good deal that allows for an adaptable relationship 
between Spectrum and West Brookfield.

“It’s unfortunate that we weren’t able to give them more money. 
I saw their studio and I’d really like to be able to do more for the 
PEG channel. So, hopefully, maybe something will happen in the 
future. We wrote some language in there that we don’t know if, in 
the future, streaming and telephone would be part of the gross rev-
enue because right now it’s just cable. So there’s language in there 
too that watches out for that in the future if anything changes with 
federal law,” Winchenbach said.

The deal also allows for five town departments to continue to 
have complimentary TV subscriptions at no cost to the town.

SPECTRUM
continued from page  A1

original cemetery in the rear of 
the property. 

While the new 
church doesn’t feature the icon-
ic steeple, it does offer numer-
ous enhancements over the orig-
inal  design. For instance, the 
modern facility features ADA 
access and is fully sprin-
klered, greatly enhancing acces-
sibility and safety for its patrons. 
Energy-saving measures like 
modern windows and insulation 
also help enhance the efficiency 
of the church, along with meet-
ing new code requirements. 
Lauring’s self-perform trades 
oversaw significant portions of 
the construction, including site-
work, concrete (foundations and 
sidewalk), wood framing, wall 
framing, doors and hardware, 
finish millwork, carpentry, and 
trim, enhancing quality while 
reducing costs for the client. 

The finished project incor-
porates  numerous  communi-
ty-facing features that enhance 
services available in the former 
church while introducing  new 
resources. A thrift shop, continu-
ing education classrooms, social 
gathering spaces, and admin-
istrative offices are all part of 
the  new design, which was 
overseen by  architect  Amanda 
Normandin of  A. Normandin 
Design in Sturbridge. Lauring’s 
team also oversaw installation 
of acoustical wall panels to 
help with sound control and 
absorption, along with movable 
partitions in the Fellowship 
Hall to easily modify the space 

for  smaller and larger gather-
ings. 

“We are so pleased to have 
chosen Lauring Construction 
for our church rebuild,” 
said Sandra Buxton of the First 
Congregational Church of 
Spencer.  “They have been a 
perfect fit to guide us through 
this project and were always 
respectful of our needs and how 
sensitive we were rebuilding 
after such a tragedy. Their team 
was in constant contact with 
our church building team, and 
available for every question and 
concern.”

For over three generations, 
Lauring has served Worcester 
County via a wide range of spe-
cialized building and renova-
tion projects. The company has 
managed construction of multi-
ple worship facilities across the 
region that enable local religious 
communities to  serve  the resi-
dents of Worcester County and 
surrounding areas, including 
St. Joseph’s Church in Charlton 
and the Chapel of the Holy 
Spirit at Assumption University 
in Worcester.  

“Lauring Construction was 
honored to be selected for 
this project, and we recog-
nized there was an emotional 
component for the congrega-
tion to ensure they once again 
had a place to gather and sup-
port one another,” said Mike 
Lauring, vice president, Lauring 
Construction. “We are pleased 
to have utilized our self-perform 
teams to create a new worship 
space that will support the First 
Congregational Church’s mis-
sion while honoring its past.” 

CONSTRUCTION
continued from page  A1

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—  October will bring birthday 
celebrations, scares and plenty of 
Halloween activities to the Haston 
Free Public Library, with several 
special events planned for resi-
dents of all ages.

The festivities begin Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, when the library hosts a 
Winnie the Pooh Party marking the 
100th anniversary of A.A. Milne’s 
famous children’s character.

Milne’s “Winnie-the-Pooh” was 
first published Oct. 14, 1926, intro-
ducing readers to Pooh and the 
inhabitants of the Hundred Acre 
Wood. A century later, the stories 
and characters remain familiar to 
generations of children and adults.

The Haston Library will cele-
brate the milestone from noon to 5 
p.m. Oct. 14 with themed refresh-
ments, activities and crafts. Free 
door prizes will also be offered for 
both children and adults.

All ages are invited to drop in 
during the five-hour celebration.

Later in the month, the library 
will trade the Hundred Acre Wood 
for something considerably spook-
ier when it hosts its second annual 

Haston Haunted House on Friday, 
Oct. 23, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Organizers are planning three 
floors of activities designed to pro-
vide different levels of Halloween 
fun.

The library’s main floor will fea-
ture tarot readings, raffles, music 
and refreshments. The upper floor 
will be designated as a “scare-free” 
area geared toward younger visi-
tors, with games, crafts and other 
activities.

Those looking for a bigger 
fright can head downstairs, where 
the library’s book stacks will be 
transformed into a Haunted House 
featuring scare actors and spooky 
scenes. Costumes are encouraged.

Admission is by a suggested 
donation of $5 per person or $10 
per family. Proceeds will benefit 
the Friends of the Haston Free 
Public Library and help sup-
port library events and programs 
throughout the year.

The library is also seeking com-
munity help to prepare for the 
Haunted House. Donations of 
Halloween decorations are wel-
come, and volunteers are needed to 

serve as scare actors and assist with 
decorating.

Those interested in volunteer-
ing or donating decorations may 
contact the library at  hastonfree-
publiclibrary@cwmars.orgor 508-
867-0208.

The Halloween activities will 
continue through the end of the 
month.

The Haston Library will partic-
ipate in North Brookfield’s Trunk 
or Treat on Saturday, Oct. 31, with 
a Peanuts-themed trunk. Library 
representatives will distribute 
candy along with non-food treats 
and other goodies. Trunk or Treat 
is scheduled from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Together, the events will give 
local families several opportunities 
to visit the library during October, 
whether they are looking to cele-
brate a century of Winnie the Pooh, 
brave a trip through a Haunted 
House or collect some Halloween 
treats.

The Haston Free Public Library 
is located in North Brookfield. 
For additional information about 
October programs, contact the 
library at 508-867-0208.

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The 
North Brookfield Senior Center 
has a busy October planned, with 
programs ranging from health clin-
ics and Medicare assistance to art 
classes, technology help and nutri-
tion education.

The month’s special program-
ming begins Monday, Oct. 5, with 
Music Bingo at 11 a.m. A National 
Grid presentation will follow 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 1 p.m.

Several opportunities for resi-
dents to explore their creative side 
are planned throughout the month. 
Free art classes will be offered 
Thursday, Oct. 8, and Thursday, 
Oct. 29, at 11 a.m. A free drawing 
and painting class is scheduled for 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 11 a.m.

A Coffee and Craft program will 
be held Saturday, Oct. 10, at 9 a.m. 
The cost is $5, and advance regis-
tration is required.

Residents will also have oppor-
tunities to receive assistance with 
government programs and services. 
State Rep. Donald Berthiaume will 
hold office hours Thursday, Oct. 
8, from 10 to 11 a.m. A SHINE 

representative will be available 
Tuesday, Oct. 13, and Monday, 
Oct. 26, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Both SHINE sessions are available 
by appointment only.

The veterans agent will be avail-
able Wednesday, Oct. 14, from 10 
to 11 a.m., followed by a blood 
pressure clinic at 11 a.m.

Medicare specialist Ed Spater 
will be available Thursday, Oct. 
15, and Thursday, Oct. 29, from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Appointments are 
required.

Later in the month, Tech Help 
with Alex will be offered Monday, 
Oct. 26, at 10 a.m. The Tri-Valley 
Nutrition Program will present 
“Healthy Eating on a Budget” 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, at 1 p.m.

A fraud prevention presen-
tation from Worcester County 
District Attorney Joseph D. Early 
Jr.’s office is also planned during 
October. The information provid-
ed by the Senior Center lists the 
program for Oct. 2, but the date 
should be confirmed with the cen-
ter before publication. The pre-
sentation is scheduled to begin at 

11 a.m.
A blood pressure and glucose 

clinic will be offered Wednesday, 
Oct. 28, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m.

In addition to the special events, 
the Senior Center continues to 
offer a regular schedule of weekly 
activities.

Coffee is available daily, while 
the Walking Club meets Mondays 
and Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. Food 
distribution for North Brookfield 
and Brookfield residents takes 
place Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.

Lunch is served Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays at noon, and the 
Crafting Group meets Wednesdays 
at 9:30 a.m.

Gentle Yoga is offered Thursdays 
at 1 p.m. for $5, while Functional 
Fitness takes place Fridays at 10:30 
a.m., also for $5.

Residents interested in programs 
requiring advance registration or 
appointments should contact the 
North Brookfield Senior Center for 
availability and additional infor-
mation.

Haston Library plans Pooh 
celebration, haunted house 

and Halloween fun

North Brookfield Senior Center 
offers full slate of October programs

Leicester Agricultural Commission 
to host “Massachusetts Health 

Update” presentation

LEICESTER — The Leicester Agricultural Commission invites 
local area Agricultural Commissions, Conservation Commissions, 
Boards of Health, Garden Clubs, Land Trusts, Scout groups, and 
all interested citizens to a “Massachusetts Forest Health Update” 
presentation.  

Felicia Hubacz, a forest health specialist with the state Department 
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), will update attendees as 
to the health of Massachusetts’ forests.  She will concentrate on 
three of the emerging threats to the state’s forests – the emerald 
ash borer, beach leaf disease caused by nematodes, and white pine 
needle damage complex and what can be done to help control these 
invasives.  

Hubacz will also speak briefly about the spotted lantern fly 
invasion.  The presentation will take place on Monday, Oct. 19 at 
the Leicester Senior Center, 40 Winslow Ave., Leicester, at 7 p.m.  
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.  There will be a question-and-answer 
session after the presentation.  Light refreshments will be served.

NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
Proposals for community-oriented 
arts, humanities, and science pro-
grams are due Oct. 15.

The North Brookfield Cultural 
Council has set an Oct. 15 dead-
line for organizations, schools, and 
individuals to apply for grants sup-
porting community cultural activ-
ities.

According to LCC spokesper-
son Nancy Waldron these grants 
can support a variety of artistic 
projects and activities in or around 
North Brookfield,  including exhib-
its, festivals, field trips, short-term 
artist residencies, performances in 

schools, workshops, and lectures.
The North Brookfield Cultural 

Council is part of a network of 329 
Local Cultural Councils (LCCs) 
serving all 351 cities and towns 
in the Commonwealth. The LCC 
Program is the nation’s largest 
grassroots cultural funding net-
work, supporting thousands of 
community-based projects in the 
arts, humanities, and sciences 
every year. The state legislature 
provides an annual appropriation 
to Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency that allocates funds to each 
community.

This year, the North Brookfield 

Cultural Council will distribute 
about $7,200 in grants. Previously 
funded projects include:  produc-
tion of “Legally Blonde 2, “pro-
grams “Birds of Prey,” “Watercolor 
Painting” at the Haston Library; 
Hip Hop Square Dance at the 
Senior Center.

For local guidelines and com-
plete information on the North 
Brookfield Cultural Council, 
contact Nancy Waldron at nancy.
rachel@comcast.net. Application 
forms and more information 
about the Local Cultural Council 
Program are available online at 
www.massculturalcouncil.org.

WEST BROOKFIELD —  The 
Quaboag Valley Amateur Radio 
Club (QVARC) will hold its 
upcoming membership meeting on 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, at the Senior 
Center in West Brookfield at 73 
Central Street. Doors open at 6 
p.m., with the meeting starting 
at 6:30 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend.

The presentation at our meeting 
this month will be “Using AI to 
Design a Ham Shack.” The presen-
tation will be done by one of our 
club members, Liam, KC1YRP. 

The summary of his presenta-

tion will be location topography 
analysis to antenna optimization to 
rig recommendations. AI can be a 
great tool to assist a new, a novice 
or an experienced ham design his 
or her shack.

Outline:
- Brief summary of AI tools 

selection and AI best practices 
- Site Topography Analysis 
- Antenna Recommendations 

and Design
- Gear research and selection
- Shack layout and setup
QVARC warmly welcomes area 

hams and anyone curious about 
amateur radio to reach out and 
get involved. Whether you’re a 
licensed operator, a lapsed one 
looking to get back on the air, or 
simply curious what ham radio is 
all about, there’s a place for you 
in the club as it heads toward its 
40th year.

For more information about 
QVARC, upcoming events, or how 
to get involved, visit  www.qvarc.
com or find the club on Facebook 
at Quaboag Valley Amateur Radio 
Club.

North Brookfield Cultural 
Council seeks funding proposals

Quaboag Valley Amateur Radio 
Club to meet Oct. 27
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ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Is this a good time to Buy or Sell a House?
LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE

Join Me at the Black Tavern, Dudley for an Informal Real Estate Class
October 10 11-12 noon

Information on Buying or Selling Real Estate
Topics Include: Home Inspections, Financing, Market Conditions, 

Seller Concessions, Interest Rates
Reservations Suggested 

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044or Maria 508-873-9254

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*1st Floor Family Room
*3 BR *Country Kitchen

*Wide Pine Floors *Garage
*Unbelievable 1/2 Acre Lot
41 Worcester St $449,900

GRAFTON- 
EASY BOSTON 

COMMUTE

*1st floor BR and Full Bath
*2 Additional BR 

*2nd Full Bath*30’ Great Room
*Appliances

 *Kitchen/Dining area
3 Elm St  $425, 000

OXFORD
7 ROOM COLONIAL

A 1400 sq. ft. Ranch 
on a 1/2 Lot with Town Services.
*3 Bedrooms *1st Floor  Laundry 

 *Hardwood Floors
*Den with Sliders Overlooking

 a Level Fenced in Yard
*Ideal Location to Stores, Schools, Highway 

Access, Walking Trails, Town Beach
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY69 Airport Rd

$525,000

DUDLEY- NEW TO MARKET- ONE LEVEL LIVING

*1st Floor Family Room
*3 BR *1.5 Baths *Fireplace 

*1.4 Acres
MOTIVATED SELLER

9 Colonial Rd $535,000

SUTTON

*2 BR Ranch
* Barn/Garage

 *Potential Rental unit
*Possible to Subdivide a Lot

78 Blackmer Rd. $415,000

SOUTHBRIDGE- 
17 ACRES!

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 
Sprawling fieldstone faced 
Ranch! Located on a +/- 
0.5-acre, 2 car garage. 
Offers: 1,860 sf main level 
plus 1,000 sf +/- finished 
lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces-
FHW BB heat. Open floor 
plan kitchen, living rm, 
dining rm, breezeway w/
sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom 
MLS # 73500183 $464,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Building Lot, 2.01 +/- acres, 154’ road 
frontage, Surveyed and portioned out 
of a larger tract of land, Zoned ASFR 
(Agricultural Single Family Residen-
tial)  Located near State Land 

~ A Great Value at $69,900.

Webster - Douglas 
Rd (Rt 16) ANR 

Lot # 2

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Webster- 3 Oakwood Dr
Presenting a meticulously maintained 
Colonial! This inviting home, spans 
2,042 sf +/-, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths. 
Offers a refined living experience 
designed for comfort & convenience. 
The living room offers a sophisticated 
ambiance, enhanced by hardwood 
floors, crown moldings & custom built 

in shelves. For special occasions enjoy the formal dining rm & a cozy everyday 
fireplaced family rm w/sliders to a very private deck. Also provides a 2 car att’d 
garage for secure parking & storage. Discover the exceptional lifestyle afforded 
by this distinguished residence! MLS#73523347  $589,900

Open House Saturday & Sunday 12-2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide 
an exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 
sf+/ featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed 
for relaxation & convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced 
to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS   $975,000

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!
On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

This Beautifully Maintained Two-Level Waterfront  Panoramic WATER VIEWS from almost every 
Single Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-facing Sunsets !!...The house 
Layout is Designed for a Seamless Indoor-Outdoor Lifestyle,  Weather-Protected Patio! The Gem 

of the House is the Living/Dining room Combi-
nation !! Offering a sweeping Wall of Windows 
to enjoy watching Mother Nature at her Finest!! 
Granite Countertops, Stainless-steel Appliances, 
White “ Soft-close” Cabinets and Solid Wood 
Flooring!!...This Main Level has an Effortless 
Layout adding a Roomy Convenient Bedroom & 
Large Closet, Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!!... 
Downstairs, the Walk-out Lower Level Transi-
tions into a phenomenal Guest Retreat with 2 
Bedrooms, Living space, and Full Bath!!..2 Car 
Garage! MLS#7356983       $1,050,000.

Featured New Listing!
Webster Lake Waterfront - 86 Bates Point Rd 

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Rare Lake Residential Building Opportu-
nity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped 
lots ~ each with 1/3 ownership of a pri-
vate, prime waterfront lot, swimmable 
& boatable, where you will enjoy a sun 
drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock 
~ just baby steps away from your NEW 
HOME! You will have direct lake access, 
low off-Lake taxes, access to municipal 
water/sewer services and an established 
neighborhood. Build now or build later 
BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
 Go To MLS # 73582967 $247,500

Webster Lake ~0 Wakefield Ave 
Rare Lake Residential Building Opportunity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped lots 
~ each with 1/3 ownership of a private, prime waterfront lot, swimmable & boatable, 
where you will enjoy a sun drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock ~ just baby steps 

away from your NEW home! You 
will have direct lake access, low 
off-Lake taxes, access to municipal 
water/sewer services and an es-
tablished neighborhood. Build now 
or build later BUT enjoy Webster 
Lake IMMEDIATELY!  
Go To MLS # 73582966   $277,500.

Webster Lake ~
 60 Wakefield Ave ~ Corner Lot!

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug 

Harbor Villa 

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
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ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
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callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates
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ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT
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RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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800.521.0111   MA Lic# 111 • Ref # 26-2254

Info, Full Terms, Broker Registration, and More  at:

JJManning.com

REAL ESTATE  

 AUCTION

55 Old Common Rd., Auburn, MA 
Wed., October 28 at 11am On-site

Open House: Wed., October 21 (11am-1pm)

4,107± sf, 4BR, 3.5BA Home 
with Detached 2-Car Garage on 1.7± Acres

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22ND AT 11:00 AM

www.posnik.com • Email: info@posnik.com  

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS • APPRAISERS

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA 
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655 

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK1 • (767-6451) 
MA Auc Lic #161 • PA Auc Lic #AY000241L

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE  

• STURBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS •

9 ROOM / 5 BEDROOM 
2-STORY

SINGLE FAMILY 
HOME

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee    
Attorney Joseph J. Lange 

Of the Firm of  Lyon & Fitzpatrick, LLP 
14 Bobala Road, Holyoke, MA 

Attorney for Mortgagee 
Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Cash, Bank Or Certified Funds  

Deposit To Be Increased To 10% Of Purchase Price Within 5 Business Days  
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies 

Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale 
 

66 Cedar Street   STURBRIDGE, MA 
To Be Sold On The Premises 

50143_Posnik 
The Villager 
2.4" x 4"   
09.29.26 
pg 1 
p 1

  FEATURES: 
• Two Story Single Family Home • ±One Acre of Land •

• Total of (9) Rooms w/ (5) Bedrooms & (2) Baths • 
• ±1,876 S/F of Living Area • Oil FWA Heat • 

• Air Conditioning (Heat Pump) • Full Basement •  
• Vinyl Siding • Carpeted Floors • Porch • Public Water & Sewer • 

• Zoned: SR • Assessor’s ID: 202-02416.066 •

FOR RENT 
Two bedroom 
W/D hookup 

Quiet 
neighborhood

Off street parking

Call 774-230-7731

REAL ESTATE

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE
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Webster Five’s Treasury Management team. From left, Francisco Gonzalez-Rauschkolb, Assistant 
Vice President,  Treasury Management Sales Officer; Elora Campos, Vice President, Treasury 
Management Sales Officer;  Lesly Murray, 
Director, Treasury Management;  and  Jane 
Cullen, Senior Vice President,  Treasury 
Management Sales.

AUBURN —  Webster Five is pleased 
to announce the addition of two  sea-
soned  banking professionals to its 
Treasury Management team, deepening the 
Bank’s  expertise  and enhancing its ability 
to deliver strategic  treasury  solutions to 
businesses throughout the region.

Joining the team are Elora Campos, who 
comes to Webster Five from Needham 
Bank, and Francisco Gonzalez-Rauschkolb, 
who joins the Treasury Management Sales 
team after serving as Webster Five’s 
Shrewsbury Market Manager.

Campos brings more than a decade 
of financial services experience,  with a 
focus on  cash management and relation-
ship banking. Most recently, she served as 
Assistant Vice President, Cash Management 
Relationship Manager at Needham Bank, 
where she partnered with business clients to 

develop customized treasury solutions and 
strengthen banking relationships.

Gonzalez-Rauschkolb has been with 
Webster Five since 2023 and has played a 
key role in leading the Bank’s Shrewsbury 
market. Throughout his tenure, he has built 
strong relationships within the local busi-
ness community and helped clients identi-
fy banking solutions that support their finan-
cial goals. In his new role, he will focus on 
growing treasury management relationships 
and helping commercial clients  improve 
their financial operations. In the communi-
ty, he serves on the Board of Casita Cultura 
Latina and the Finance Committee of OUT 
MetroWest. 

“We are thrilled to welcome Elora to 
Webster Five and to see Francisco bring 
his expertise to our Treasury Management 
team,” said Lesly Murray, Director of 
Treasury Management, Webster Five. “Both 
individuals bring a consultative approach, a 
passion for helping businesses succeed and 
the experience needed to deliver innovative 
treasury solutions. Their additions position 
us to better serve the evolving needs of 
our commercial clients throughout Central 
Massachusetts and beyond.”

Campos was drawn to Webster Five’s 
strong community focus and commitment 
to relationship banking.

“Webster Five has a well-earned rep-
utation for putting customers first and 
investing in the communities it serves,” 
said Campos. “I’m excited to join such 
a respected organization and help local 
businesses  scale  their operations through 
treasury management solutions.”

For Gonzalez-Rauschkolb, the new 
role provides an opportunity to deepen rela-

tionships with business clients and support 
their growth in new ways.

“Throughout my career, I’ve enjoyed 
partnering with business owners to under-
stand what drives their success and con-
necting them with the right financial 
solutions,” said Gonzalez-Rauschkolb. 
“I’m thrilled to bring that experience to the 
Treasury Management team and help our 
clients streamline processes, manage cash 
flow more effectively and position their 
businesses for future growth.”

Campos and Gonzalez-Rauschkolb join 
Jane Cullen, SVP, Treasury Management 
Sales,  a longtime member of the Webster 
Five team with deep expertise serving the 
Bank’s business and commercial banking 
clients. Cullen also partners with the Bank’s 
dedicated Nonprofit Banking team, where 
she is a trusted resource known for her 
treasury management knowledge,  respon-
siveness and commitment to helping clients 
succeed.

T h e   t e a m ’ s 
growth  reflects  Webster  Five’s    contin-
ued  investment in specialized  exper-
tise  and  commercial  banking solutions 
designed to help organizations  oper-
ate  more efficiently, mitigate  risk  and 
achieve their strategic objectives.

 
About Webster Five
Webster Five is a full-service financial 

institution delivering personal, small busi-
ness, and commercial banking solutions 
backed by deep  expertise  in banking and 
local markets. With a relationship-driven 
approach and forward-looking products, 
the Bank helps clients navigate financial 
decisions with confidence and efficiency.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

FALL IS HERE!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!
FRIGIDAIRE 

DISHWASHER 
REG. $449.99
$299.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$899.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!
END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

    Visit Us First!!!

THOUSANDS OF

APPLIANCES!

END OF SEASON

TV SALE!
32” HDTV................  $99.99
40” HDTV................  $149.99
50” HDTV................  $199.99
  55” HDTV.............. $299.99
  65” HDTV.............. $299.99
  70” HDTV.............. $399.99
  75” HDTV.............. $599.99

INSTANT 0%
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

7th, 8th
and 9th!

October
11th,12th 
and 13th

We are in the process of selling
out some of current stock to 
make room for new Fall Models.
Because of this, we are offering 
savings throughout the store!

October
10th, 11th
and 12th

Webster Five expands Treasury Management 
Team with two experienced sales officers

Courtesy

TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY HOLDS ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

A huge thank you to all of the golfers, spon-
sors, donors, volunteers, and supporters 
who helped make this year’s Trinity Catholic 
Academy golf tournament such a success! 
Your generosity is a beautiful reminder of 
what makes the TCA community so special. 
Every donation, sponsorship, and hour of 
volunteer time helps strengthen our school 
and provides our students with meaningful 
opportunities, resources, and experiences 
that enrich the education we are able to give 
them. A very special thank you to our amaz-
ing tournament committee, spearheaded by 
Paula Toti, for all of the time, energy, and 
heart they put into making this event happen! 
And congratulations to this year’s Recognition 
of Service Award recipient, Sherry Jovan! We 
are truly blessed to have so many people 
who believe in Trinity Catholic Academy and 
are willing to invest in our students and their 
future. It takes a community to make a differ-
ence, and we are so grateful to have the very 
best community behind our Bobcats!


