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Mid-year economic review presented in Sturbridge

STURBRIDGE — An

economic review for
Sturbridge was presented
to the Sturbridge Planning
Board at their July 27
meeting. This review cov-

ered various topics, includ-
ing retail occupancies
and vacancies, consumer
spending on meals and
lodging, new construction,
corporate expansions and

setting. All are welcome.

tive or philosophical lens.

Ruth Wells Center spotlights
life and work of Michel Merle

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts,
111 Main St. in Southbridge, is excited to present a retro-
spective of the life and works of Michel Merle. The open-
ing reception will be held Saturday, Aug. 8, 4-8 p.m. The
galleries will then be open throughout the month Saturday
and Sunday noon to 4 p.m. Please join us to celebrate his
works, meet the artist and share refreshments in this historic

The artwork of Michel Duncan Merle serves as a vibrant
and provocative crossroads where legendary artistic heri-
tage meets decades of technical mastery.

A native Parisian born in 1937, Merle spent more than
three decades as a Professor of Art at Worcester State
University in Worcester, Massachusetts, where he taught
generations of students to view creation through an alterna-

Artistic practice and innovation run deeply in his veins:
Merle is the son of artist and gallery owner, Ligoa Duncan,
the grandson of artist and philosopher Raymond Duncan,
and the great-nephew of modern dance pioneer and virtu-

Turn To MERLE page A

promoting Sturbridge as a
visitor attraction.

Meals and hotel spend-
ing

Meals spending in
2025 was $86 million,
with current spending
for 2026 at $42 million,
which should be in line
with 2025. Meals spend-
ing in 2024 was $80 mil-
lion, so the 2025 spending
was an 8 percent increase.
Starting in 2023 seasonal
meals spending fluctua-
tions shifted to be con-
sistent through all seasons
with no Spring Summer
peaks with Winter Spring
off peak spending. Since
2023 annual hotel revenues
have been an average of
$21 million. Hotel reve-
nues at Mid Year 2026 are
$7 million, which is an 8
percent decrease from Mid
Year 2025. Hotel reve-
nues in Sturbridge contain
strong seasonal highs and
lows from Winter/Spring
to Summer/Fall.

Retail occupancies and
vacancies

There are 131 small

retail and tourism related
businesses in Sturbridge.
Fifty-two of those, or 40
percent, are food and bev-

erage related. Specialty
shops are 24 percent or
31 businesses. Health/
wellness and personal

care comprise 24 percent,
or 32 businesses. During
Turn To ECONOMIC
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Running for each other

Southbridge mother—son a’uo returns to Falmouth

SOUTHBRIDGE — The
Brain Injury Association of
Massachusetts (BIA-MA) is
pleased to announce it will

y be returning to compete

in the 54th Annual ASICS
Falmouth Road Race with
Team BIA-MA on Sunday,
Aug. 16. Team BIA-MA will
have a total of 29 runners for
this iconic race, which is an
important annual fundraising
and awareness event for the
organization.

Both from Southbridge,
Austan Bellefeuille and his
mom, Karen Dmohowski,
will hit the Falmouth start
line together this year as
mother and son: Bellefeuille,
a brain injury survivor who
sustained his injury in 2013
and is returning to the team
for the second time, will
run alongside Dmohowski,
who first discovered BIA-
MA online in the aftermath
of her son's injury and has
since become a passion-
ate advocate, returning for
her fifth year and second
time running side-by-side
with Austan; together, they
embody the heart of Team
BIA-MA — survivor and
caregiver, showing up for a
community that has shown
up for them, while Karen
also looks forward to reunit-
ing with teammates from
years past.

“We are excited and thank-
ful for this incredible team
of inspiring runners who are

determined to accomplish
their personal milestones
while raising awareness for
brain injury,” said BIA-MA
Chief Executive Officer
Nicole Godaire. “Each run-
ner brings a powerful per-
sonal connection to brain
injury, which makes their
dedication even more mean-
ingful and helps shine a light
on the impact brain injury
has on individuals, families,
and communities.”

Though the Falmouth
Road Race is not intended to
solely be a charity race, the
“Numbers for Nonprofits”
Program allows nonprofit
organizations like BIA-MA
to both fundraise and partic-

ipate. To support any of the
Team BIA-MA runners in
the 2026 ASICS Falmouth
Road Race, please visit
the team fundraising page.
More information can also
be found at biama.org/fal-
mouthroadrace.

The Brain Injury
Association of Massachusetts
(BIA-MA) is the only orga-
nization in the state dedicat-
ed to improving the lives of
those affected by brain inju-
ry while reducing its inci-
dence and impact through
advocacy, education, preven-
tion, research, and support.
For more information, visit
www.biama.org.

Charlton Lions wrap up 2025-2026 year

CHARLTON — The
Charlton Lions Club recently
finished a busy spring season
of serving their community.

In April, the Club partic-
ipated in Charlton’s Earth
Day Clean-Up by collecting
debris along Bond Road and,
with The Overlook’s Tree
Advisory Committee, dis-
tributing 100 free sweet gum
trees to Charlton residents
who helped with the town
clean-up. (The trees were
contributed by Bartlett Tree
Experts.)

In May, they repaired their
bulletin sign board located
at Ted’s Liquor Store at the
junction of Routes 20 and
31. The sign is once again
available for rent to post
your message. Contact: Dr.
Carole Duquette at kikibo-
bo0808 @gmail.com.

Also in May, the Club
conducted a toll-road fund-
raiser at the intersection of
Route 31 and North Main
Street when they raised $889
for the Scholarship Fund.

And that month three
$1,000 scholarships were
awarded to local secondary
school seniors: Nicholas E
Jalbert, son of James and
Renee Jalbert, graduated
from Bay Path Regional

Courtesy Photo

New officers of The Charlton Lions Club take the oath of office for their service during the 2026-27 Lions year at their June meeting at The Overlook.

Vocational Technical High
School and plans to study
political science and go on
to law school. Nina V. Julian
graduated from Shepherd
Hill Regional High School
and will major in account-
ing and finance. She is the
daughter of Jason and Sheri

Julian. Sarah Miller will
study nursing. A graduate
of Shepherd Hill, she is
the daughter of David and
Lauren Miller. All scholar-
ship recipients are Charlton
residents and were very
active in their school and
community, embodying the

Lions commitment to ser-
vice.

In June, the following offi-
cers were installed to serve
in the 2026-27 Lions year:

President - Ed Ciesluk

1st VP - Patrick Husereau

2nd VP - Kathy Gallant

3rd VP - Gerry Wolfe

Recording Secretary -

Dana Gould
Reporting  Secretary -
Rhonda Tetrault

Treasurer - Dennis Taylor

Lion Tamer - Diane
Lal_umiere
Tail Twister - Carole

Duquette

Membership  Chair -
Kathy Gallant

Marketing Chair - Cynthia
Young

Immediate Past Pres. -
Dana Gould

2nd Immediate Past Pres.
- Dennis Tucker

Director (2-year term
2026-28) - Michel Piergallini

Director (2-year term
2026-28 - Debra Ciesluk

Director (l-year term
2026-2027) - Karen Gauthier

Director (l-year term
2026-2027) - Helene
Doucette

In July and August, The
Charlton Lions Club is one
of several sponsors of the
summer concert series at
The Overlook. Two con-
certs remain on the agenda:
Tuesday, August 4 — The
Reminisants (oldies); and
Tuesday, August 11 — The
Luster Kings (early rock,
country, blues). Both con-
certs begin at 6 p.m. on the
Tower Common at The
Overlook and are free and
open to the public.

For more informa-
tion about these programs
and other projects of The
Charlton Lions Club, please,
visit thecharltonlions.com.
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Badger & Nault coming to Jacob Edwards Library VILIAGER ALMANAC

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Jacob Edwards Library presents
Badger & Nault live in concert on Thursday, Aug. 13, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. This event is free and is open to the public.

Badger & Nault are an old-time acoustic duo based in
central Massachusetts featuring banjo, accordion and vocal
harmonies. Freddy Badger is an old-time banjo player, gui-
tarist, and singer; in the American/Western European roots
music tradition. While he is a native of Ashland, based on
his musical style you could easily believe he is from some-
where in the Appalachian Mountains circa 1920.

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Bridget Nault is an accordion player, guitarist and singer
out of Worcester. She is a Berklee educated musician who
has appeared all over the state (and beyond) playing her
original songs and performing solo and in different bands.
Together this duo will play a selection of old-time and
traditional songs spanning from the 16th century through
the early 20th century, with a focus on the Scot, Irish and
English music that was brought to Appalachia during that
time period. Along with the music itself, Badger & Nault
are passionate about the song histories, and will discuss the
origins of the music they play throughout the performance.

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

.
FEEEN
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between south and 41. A baglike structure in a plant or
southeast animal
4. Fathers 42, “The Great Lakes State”
9. Wine grape 43. Having earlike appendages
14. Al Bundy’s wife 44, Momentarily stop
15. Derived from ammonia 46. Ancient kingdom
16. Venezuelan state 49. Of 1
17. Interest rate 50. White clerical vestment
18. Experts 51. Songs to one’s beloved
20. Vascular tissues 55. Charges
22. Smooth and glossy 58. Computer application originator
23. Administrative region in S. Korea 59. A place to dock a boat
24. One from Damascus 60. One guided by reason
28. Special interest group 64. Slang for cigarette
29. It cools your home 65. Sailboats
30. Oh, God! 66. “Jerry Maguire” actor Zellweger
31. Intestinal pouches 67. Screen type
33. Men 68. Country legend Haggard
37. Twelfth star in a constellation 69. Puts together in time
38. Former CIA 70. When you anticipate arriving

39. Arrange in grades of size

CLUES DOWN
1. Involuntary muscular contraction 31. Moves into a place of thought
2. Eastern US transit agency 32. Out of the way
3. Leaves a place 34. Loads a ship
4. Cease to participate 35. Beloved Hollywood alien
5. Current units 36. Distinguishes
6. Cease to exist 40. The ancient Egyptian sun god
7. General’s assistant (abbr.) 41. Secondary or explanatory title
8. Earth vibration 45. Relating to a wing
9. Very strong winds 47. One who gives a speech
10. For each one 48. In the middle
11. A bog 52. Loop with a running knot
12, The creation of beautiful or 53. Airborne (abbr.)
significant things 54. Sweet persons
13. Affirmative 56. Put into play
19. Pie _ _ mode 57. Small cattle breed
21. Nonclerical 59. Millisecond
24, Indonesian island 60. Revolutions per minute
25. Educational environment 61. They
26. Namibian peoples 62. Moon crater

63. A place to stay the night

27. Bring out or develop
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This program is supported by a grant from the Southbridge
Cultural Council, a local agency funded by Massachusetts
Cultural Council a state agency.

Overlook launches free

summer concert series in Charlton

CHARLTON — Music lovers
have six opportunities to enjoy
live outdoor performances this
summer as The Overlook hosts
its annual Summer Concert
Series on Tuesday evenings
throughout July and into August.

The free concerts will be held
from 6 to 8 p.m. on the outdoor
commons at The Overlook, 88
Masonic Home Rd., offering a
variety of musical styles ranging
from jazz and brass to clas-
sic rock and blues. Guests are
encouraged to bring lawn chairs
and enjoy an evening of live
entertainment with family and
friends. In the event of rain, per-
formances will move indoors to
the Performing Arts Center.

The Salty Sister Project
Acoustic Trio will perform July

28, offering an evening of acous-
tic favorites and harmonies.

The series continues into
August with The Reminisants
on Aug. 4, bringing audiences
back to the golden era of 1950s
and 1960s rock and roll.

The final concert will be held
Aug. 11, when The Lustre Kings
perform a mix of blues, rhythm
and blues, and rockabilly music.

The Summer Concert Series
has become a popular seasonal
tradition, offering residents and
visitors an opportunity to gather
outdoors and enjoy live music in
arelaxed setting.

Admission is free and open to

the public.
For more information,
call 508-403-4987 or visit

OverlookMass.org/events.

Emmanuel College

announces Spring Dean’s List

BOSTON — In recognition
of their outstanding academic
achievement, Emmanuel College
has named more than 850 stu-
dents to the Dean's List for the
Spring 2026 semester, including
Grace Garon of Charlton and
Zoe Wojnowski of Uxbridge. To
earn a spot on the Dean's List,
Emmanuel students must achieve
a grade point average of 3.5 or
higher for a 16-credit semester.

With more than 80 majors
and areas of study, Emmanuel

REAL

College combines outstanding
classroom instruction and real-
world experience to prepare stu-
dents for lives of professional
achievement, lifelong learning,
and purpose. Voted the #1 col-
lege location in America in 2026
by Niche.com, Emmanuel offers
ready access to world class medi-
cal, cultural, and business organi-
zations in the Heart of Boston, all
with a tight-knit 17-acre campus
and 13:1 student-to-faculty ratio.
Learn more at Emmanuel.edu.

STATE

Charlton

$650,000, 9 Knollwood
Dr, Evangelista, Ladijane,
to Jennette, Dennis, and
Jennette, Natalie.

$440,000, 97 Nugget Dr,
Fabrizio, Deborah, to Franks,
Norman, and Jutras, Julie.

$355,000, 2 Highland Ave,
Nelson, David P, and Nelson,
Julie Ann, to All Surface
Technology In.

and Pollone, Richard, to
Hernandez, Eliezer.
$202,500, 44 Maria Ave
#202, Worth, James, and
Worth, Nicole, to Pierce,
Christopher J.
STURBRIDGE
$685,000, 45 River Rd,
Desousa, Richard C, and
Desousa, Elizabeth R, to
Sheehan, Kendra M.
$412,000, 75 Fairview

$355,000, 28 Curtis Hill Park Rd, Hart, Sarah, to
Rd, Curtis Hill Estates Inc, Coppola, Cheryl.
to Shilinsky, Nicole A. $260,000, 7 Crescent
SOUTHBRIDGE Way #302, Zwiebel Ft,
$452,500, 227 Marcy and Zwiebel, Joseph R, to
St, Pollone, Richard G, Ostrobinski, Carlene.
*REMODELING
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*‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .®

774-230-3967
Quality Building Since 1985

WINDOWS

¢ FINISHED BASEMENTS ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING

4 ROOFING # DECKS# WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LicENSED & INSURED 4 HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE
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OPEN 10 CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8 am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 am.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 am.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will
be our last open Saturday until Labor
Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ......oceveeererrerreereens 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday ....coooveveeieenineneeeseseenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................... 8 am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............ (800) 275-8777
ScHooLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326
HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and 1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00
WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon, Tu & Th 2-6, W 12-6, Sat 9-12
closed Fri & Sun

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Central Baptist Church
256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.

¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
¢ Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road,
248-4488 www.charltonbaptist.org,

Sunday worship 10 a.m.
¢ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St. 248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org

Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am

St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale
(508) 347-7338

www.stannestpatparish.com

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm. Daily
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
*Elm Street Congregational Church,

61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550

Phone: 508-764-8085 ¢ Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light

*Faith Baptist Church,

515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge

Phone number 508-764-6132,

Worship Service: Sunday 10::00 a.m.

¢ St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862,
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.

» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144

¢ Assemblies of God Southern New England District
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

¢ Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street -
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349

Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com

¢ New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,

307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and

Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

* Bethlehem Lutheran Church-

345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566

Phone 508-347-7297

Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org

Services - Sunday 9:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

* Holland Congregation Church

“Where the Bible is preached.”

11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org

Sunday Service @ 10:00 am

Pastor Dan Maketansky

*Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Phone: 508-765-9559

Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org

Sunday Service 11:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

*St. John Paul II Parish

279 Hamilton St., Southbridge

Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor

Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,

Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon

Weekday masses 8:30 & 8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church
(508) 765-3701
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Shepherd Hill students hosting Tackle the

Stigma 5K to promote mental health awareness

CHARLTON — The Shepherd Hill
Regional High School cheerlead-
ing program, in partnership with the
Dudley-Charlton Regional School
District community, is inviting resi-
dents to lace up their running shoes and
help break down barriers surrounding
mental health during the annual Tackle
the Stigma 5K and 2.5K Walk/Run on
Saturday, Sept. 27.

The event will begin at 10 a.m. at
the Shepherd Hill football field and
is designed to raise awareness about
mental health and mental wellness
while encouraging open conversations
throughout the local community.

Organizers hope participants of all
ages will come together to demonstrate
support for those facing mental health
challenges and reinforce the message
that no one has to struggle alone.

"This event is very important to us as

we work to raise awareness about men-
tal health and mental wellness through-
out our local community," organizers
said in announcing the event.

The walk and run carries the theme,
"Run toward awareness, stand up for
support, and tackle the stigma one
mile at a time," reflecting its focus on
education, compassion and community
involvement.

Mental health advocates continue to
emphasize the importance of reducing
the stigma surrounding anxiety, depres-
sion and other mental health condi-
tions, which can often prevent indi-
viduals from seeking help. Community
events such as Tackle the Stigma aim to
create a welcoming environment where
conversations about mental wellness
are encouraged and support resources
are highlighted.

In addition to providing an opportuni-

ty for exercise and community engage-
ment, the event serves as a reminder
that mental health is an important part
of overall well-being. Organizers hope
the day will inspire participants to
check in with friends, family members
and neighbors while promoting a cul-
ture of understanding and acceptance.
The Shepherd Hill cheerleaders have
made mental health awareness a pri-
ority, using the event to unite stu-
dents, families, educators and commu-
nity members around a common cause.
By bringing together participants from
across Dudley, Charlton and surround-
ing communities, they hope to build
momentum for ongoing conversations
that extend well beyond race day.
Whether participants choose the
full 5-kilometer course or the shorter
2.5-kilometer walk/run, organizers say
every step represents a commitment to

Town of Charlton accepting applications for

Opioid Settlement Funds Grant Program

CHARLTON — The Town of Charlton
is accepting applications for funding
through the Town's Opioid Settlement
Funds Grant Program.

The purpose of this program is to
support initiatives that prevent opioid
misuse, expand access to treatment and
recovery services, reduce the harms
associated with substance use disorders,
and improve the health and well-being
of Charlton residents. Funding is made
available through the Town's allocation
of national opioid settlement funds and
must be used for eligible purposes con-
sistent with applicable settlement agree-
ments and guidance. Funding may be
requested to a maximum of $2,500 per
applicant. Final awards will be distrib-

uted based on available funding as well
as demonstrated need and community
impact.

Eligible applicants may include:

o Nonprofit organizations

o Educational institutions

o Healthcare providers

o Community-based organizations

o Other organizations serving Charlton
residents

Projects may include, but are not lim-
ited to:

o Prevention and education programs

o Treatment and recovery support ser-
vices

o Harm reduction initiatives

o First responder or public safety ini-
tiatives related to opioid response

o Behavioral health and mental health
services

o Community outreach and support
programs

o Data collection, evaluation, and other
evidence-based strategies that address
opioid use disorder

Applications will be evaluated based
on demonstrated community need, align-
ment with eligible opioid settlement uses,
measurable outcomes, organizational
capacity, and the anticipated impact on
Charlton residents.

Completed applications and all
required supporting documentation for
the first round of this grant program must
be submitted by Aug. 31. Late or incom-
plete applications may not be considered.

Dmught conditions prompt water restrictions

SOUTHBRIDGE/ and 9 p.m. Please

The declaration the Southbridge

CHARLTON — The
Massachusetts
Drought Task for
issues a Level
-2 Significant
Drought status
for Worcester
County. The Town
of Southbridge
now has to
require that all
Southbridge and
Charlton water
customers refrain
from all outside
water use except
for handheld
watering between
the hours of 5

turn off all out-

side  sprinkler
systems.
This decla-

ration from the
State also applies
to homes with
private wells.
Certain water
uses are not sub-
ject to restrictions
such as produc-
tion of food and
fiber, health and
safety reasons,
maintenance of
livestock, and
core functions of
a business (for

example irriga- rent water storage
tion for a nurs- shortfalls within
ery). the Southbridge

For the general
public’s informa-
tion, Currently
the Southbridge
W a t e r
Departments res-
ervoir system is
at 100.1 percent
of total capacity.
This is within our
historical average
for this time of
year.

The declaration
is a county wide
declaration, and
not due to any cur-

W a t e r
Department. This
declaration is
part of new laws
and regulations
put forth by the
State legislature,
and enforcement
went into effect
in April of 2025.
To be clear,
the Southbridge
Water department
is not experienc-
ing any water
storage shortages
currently.

of Level- 2 signif-
icant drought will
remain in effect

until the State
Drought  Task
Force deems that
the conditions
within Worcester
Country have
returned to

acceptable levels.
More informa-
tion can be found
at  https://www.
mass.gov/orgs/
drought-manage-
ment-task-force
Please feel
free to contact

McLaughlin of Charlton named to

Regis College Spring Dean’s List

WESTON —
Regis College
today recog-
nizes Emma

McLaughlin,
Class of 2029, of
Charlton, whose
academic excel-
lence and com-
mitment to learn-
ing have earned
them a place on
the spring 2026
Dean's List.

To qualify for
the Dean's List,

students must earn
a GPA of 35 or
higher. First-year
students  quali-
fy with a GPA of
3.25 or higher.

Founded by
the Sisters of St.
Joseph nearly a
century ago, Regis
College educates
students to lead

GREENDALE

PHYSICAL

440 Washington St./Rt. 20

THERAPY

508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.

EECEESY

M/ Wnéﬂl businesses

If you're interested E
in becoming a
patient of our new
Auburn office scan to .
receive more info. E J

with  integrity,

purpose, and com-
passion. Through
an inclusive and
innovative learn-
ing

community,
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¢
A
X
R
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Regis prepares
graduates to
build meaningful
careers and make
a positive impact
in the world.

Water Department
at 508-764-3207
if you have any
questions or con-
cerns.

RHE

Attorneys Lori Granat

and Michelle Murray
have moved to Worcester.

Now accepting new

clients at:

RUDOLF SMITH LLP

(508) 425-6330

Worcester, MA

RUDOLF
SMITH

446 Main Street, Suite 1503

supporting mental wellness and remind-
ing those who may be struggling that
help is available.

Registration information and addi-
tional event details are expected to
be available through Shepherd Hill
Regional High School and the Dudley-
Charlton Regional School District as
the event approaches.

Troop 163 hosting
ice cream social &

open house

STURBRIDGE — Do you like camp-
ing, hiking, swimming, biking, fishing,
kayaking, whitewater rafting, sailing,
exploring with friends, and more? You
might like being a scout! Come to an
ice cream social and open house held by
Troop 163, an all-girl troop of Scouting
America. Learn about lassoing and how
to use a sling shot, and other activities.
Families are welcome. Please stop by,
have fun, and learn about scouting and
our troop.

The ice cream social and open house
will be held on Sunday, Aug. 30 from
4 to 6 p.m. at the Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 345 Main St. in Sturbridge.
The troop is open to girls aged 11-17,
and while based in Sturbridge, is open
to residents of any town. Please email
troop163sturbridge@gmail.com with
any questions.

Pets Are People Too
Professional in home pet care

« Daily Walks And Potty Breaks

« Overnight & Vacation Care

« 20 Years Experience In The Veterinary Field
« Certified Veterinary Assistant

« Fully Insured

Call or text 774-402-2383
www.petsarepeopletoopc.com

www.mvsllp.com

i/ \ I;‘I -
{“':)4# |

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry  Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives esHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

[—
VIsA

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA:

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured
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Building on strength
while looking abead

Economic reports are often filled with per-
centages, charts and statistics that can be easy to
overlook. Yet every number tells a story about
the people who choose to invest, work, shop and
build a future in a community. Sturbridge’s latest
economic review offers encouraging signs that
the town continues to be a place where businesses
want to grow, while also reminding us that success
requires continued attention and planning.

One of the clearest takeaways is stability.
Restaurant spending climbed from $80 million
in 2024 to $86 million in 2025, and this year’s
numbers appear to be on pace to remain strong.
That is welcome news for a town whose identity
has long been tied to hospitality. From locally
owned restaurants to hotels, specialty shops and
attractions, tourism remains a cornerstone of the
local economy.

Retail also tells an encouraging story. Business
turnover is a natural part of any healthy commer-
cial district, and Sturbridge has largely replaced
every storefront that closed over the past two years
with new enterprises. Since 2024, 23 businesses
have opened while 19 have closed. That is not evi-
dence of decline. It is evidence of an economy that
continues to attract entrepreneurs willing to take a
chance on the community.

The diversity of those businesses also matters.
While food and beverage establishments remain
the largest sector, Sturbridge continues to support
specialty retailers, health and wellness businesses
and personal services. A varied business communi-
ty creates resilience. It gives residents more choic-
es and encourages visitors to spend more time, and
more dollars, in town.

Perhaps the biggest reason for optimism comes
from the manufacturing sector. Photonis USA’s
decision to expand its operations in Sturbridge
with a $15 million to $20 million investment and
the creation of 25 new jobs demonstrates confi-
dence in the community’s workforce and business
climate. Manufacturing jobs often provide stable
careers while generating economic activity that
extends well beyond a single company.

Likewise, R.W. Beckett’s investment in trans-
forming the former Heal Dispensary building into
amodern training center reflects another important
trend. Companies increasingly seek communities
where they can educate employees, host custom-
ers and establish long-term roots. The thoughtful
dedication of the facility in memory of longtime
employee Jeff Rozga also reminds us that success-
ful businesses are about more than profits. They
are built on people, loyalty and shared values.

Tourism promotion has evolved dramatically
over the past decade, and Sturbridge has adapted.
Through coordinated digital marketing efforts and
the Experience Sturbridge campaign, the town
is reaching hundreds of thousands of potential
visitors each year. Today’s travelers often dis-
cover destinations online long before they arrive.
Maintaining a strong digital presence is no longer
optional. It is essential.

Still, no community can afford complacency.
Hotel revenues are currently trailing last year’s
pace, reminding us that economic trends can shift
quickly. Competition from neighboring destina-
tions remains strong, and consumer habits contin-
ue to change. Continued investment in infrastruc-
ture, attractive commercial areas, special events
and quality-of-life amenities will help ensure that
visitors continue choosing Sturbridge.

The numbers presented to the Planning Board
are encouraging because they reflect years of delib-
erate effort by town officials, business owners, civic
organizations and residents working toward com-
mon goals. Economic success rarely happens by
accident. It grows through partnerships, thoughtful
planning and a willingness to adapt.

Sturbridge has every reason to be proud of its
progress. The challenge now is to build on that
momentum, welcoming new investment while
preserving the character that has made the town a
destination for generations. That balance between
growth and tradition has always been one of
Sturbridge’s greatest strengths, and it remains the
foundation for its future.

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include
the author’s name, address, and a
daytime phone number for purpos-
es of verification in order to be
considered for publication. Only
the author’s name and the town in
which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the
required information will not be
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements
and decency standards, and any sub-
mission may be rejected at any time
for any reason he or she might deem
appropriate.

OPINION

Build confidence in your 401 (k) decisions

In its simplest form, saving can mean
putting money into a jar, adding to it and
letting it grow slowly. A 401(k), or other
workplace retirement plan, is a step beyond
that. It's more like a garden than a jar. Once
you understand the basics of your 401(k),
it becomes easier to feel confident in your

time, but their value can go up and down in

FINANCIAL the short term. When yo%l're pdecades from

Focus retirement, that short-term volatility matters
———————— | less; you have time to ride out the swings.

TREVOR * Bond funds invest in loans made to gov-

NIELSEN ernments or corporations. These tend to be

more stable than stock funds but typically

decisions.

In a jar, your money only grows when you add more. In a
garden, what you plant can begin to grow on its own. Your
investments can earn returns, and those returns may in turn
earn additional returns. That's called compounding, and it
can have a meaningful impact over time. Like a garden,
however, growth is not guaranteed. Markets can rise and
fall, and investments can lose value.

Most workplace retirement plan contributions are made
with pre-tax dollars, which lowers today's taxable income;
you'll pay taxes when you withdraw it in retirement. Some
plans also offer a Roth option: you contribute after-tax dol-
lars and withdrawals in retirement can be tax free. Your plan
administrator can provide more information.

Many 401(k) plans include an employer match, either up
to a set dollar amount, perhaps $500, or a percentage of
your salary, typically 3—-5 percent. Contributions you make,
as well as those from your employer, can grow over time.
Try to contribute at least enough to capture the full match;
anything less means you're leaving money on the table.

Now the question is how to invest your contributions
inside your 401(k). The menu of investment options may
seem complicated, but most fall into a few common cate-
gories.

e Stock or equity funds focus on stocks, which represent
ownership in companies. Because they're tied to company
performance, they have the potential for higher growth over

grow more slowly. They can help balance
the ups and downs.

* Balanced or blended funds hold a mix of stocks and
bonds in a single investment.

 Target-date funds combine different types of investments
in one fund. As you move toward a specified retirement
year, the fund gradually adjusts to focus more on stability
and less on growth.

The earlier you start planting, the more time your money
must grow. Even small contributions early in your career can
end up as large amounts later, simply because they had more
time to compound.

If you change jobs, keep in mind that your employer's con-
tributions may not be fully yours immediately. It depends on
your plan's vesting schedule, so it's worth checking before
you go.

The most important steps in a retirement plan are getting
started, contributing consistently and taking advantage of
what your plan offers. With a little knowledge, you can feel
more confident moving forward. The garden is yours. Start
planting.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor in
Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

The empty parking space

I pulled into a crowded parking lot last week
and did what most of us do. I started looking for
the closest available space. There wasn't one. So
I circled once. Still nothing.

By the second lap, I noticed something inter-

[ANTERNS ALONG
MAIN STREET

to another.

Those extra few steps become part of the
outing instead of something to be avoided. I
suppose that's true of a lot of life.

We're always looking for shortcuts. Faster

esting. Every driver seemed to be doing exactly
what I was doing. We were all hunting for the

By CHARLES

internet. Faster checkout lines. Faster shipping.
Faster routes around traffic. We measure suc-

perfect spot while dozens of perfectly good spac-
es sat empty just a little farther away. I finally
gave up, parked near the edge of the lot, and walked. It took all of
about 45 seconds.

By the time I reached the front door, several of the cars that had
passed me were still circling. It made me wonder why we're so
determined to save a few extra steps.

When we were kids, walking wasn't something we tried to avoid.
We'd think nothing of hiking across a field to visit a friend or riding
a bicycle halfway across town because someone said there might be
a pickup baseball game.

Now many of us will spend five minutes searching for a parking
place that saves us 30 seconds of walking. I'm as guilty as anyone.

There's something strangely satisfying about finding that front-
row space. It feels like winning a prize, even though the prize is
usually a walk that's shorter than the average television commercial.
The funny part is what happens when you park farther away. You
notice things.

You see flowers planted along the sidewalk that you would have
driven right past. You hear conversations instead of engines. You
notice the small independent businesses tucked between larger
stores. Sometimes you even run into someone you haven't seen in
years because you're both walking instead of rushing from one door

cess by how quickly we can get from one thing
to the next.

But not everything improves by speeding it up. Some conversa-
tions are worth lingering over. Some roads are worth taking because
they're scenic instead of efficient. Some Saturday mornings deserve
to unfold without constantly checking the clock.

Living in New England reminds us of that every season. Nobody
hurries through the first blaze of autumn color. People stop to watch
a fresh snowfall. We pull over for covered bridges and scenic over-
looks even when we're already running a little late.

Those moments aren't productive by any measurable standard.
They're simply enjoyable. Maybe that's why I didn't mind the longer
walk after all.

The parking lot gave me a few extra minutes outside on a pleasant
afternoon. I watched a family loading pumpkins into the back of a
pickup. An older couple strolled toward the garden center without
seeming to be in any hurry. A little boy proudly carried a loaf of
bread that was almost as long as his arm.

None of those moments would have registered if I'd found that
perfect parking space. I still like parking close to the door. Old hab-
its don't disappear overnight. But every now and then, the best spot
in the lot isn't the closest one. It's the one that reminds us slowing
down is sometimes the shortest path to enjoying the day.

To THE EDITOR

A garden that grows community

To the Editor:

I’ve spent the past several weeks helping to rebuild the Sturbridge
Community Food Collaborative’s Web site. In the process, I found
myself reading through the organization’s timeline—a year-by-year,
month-by-month record of what has happened since the project
began in 2017.

I expected a list of planting dates, harvest totals and volunteer
schedules. Instead, I found the story of a community.

The Community Food Collaborative didn’t simply appear one
spring. It began with an idea from local architect Joe Coan, who
envisioned a community garden dedicated to growing fresh, organ-
ic vegetables for local food pantries. He brought that vision to
the Rotary Club of Sturbridge, which embraced the concept and,
together with the Rotary Club of Southbridge, established a Rotary
Community Corps to turn the idea into reality.

Nearly a decade later, it’s clear that Joe’s vision took root in more
ways than one. What started as one person’s idea has become a
community effort involving hundreds of volunteers, countless acts
of generosity and thousands of pounds of fresh produce for local
families.

Of course, every successful garden also needs people who know
how to make things grow. Head gardener Roberta Watson, along
with the other experienced gardeners who have shared that respon-
sibility over the years, has provided the knowledge, patience and
leadership that have kept the garden productive season after season.

What becomes obvious after reading the timeline is that this gar-
den belongs to everyone. Volunteers have come and gone over the
years, but the commitment hasn’t changed. Community members
have donated vegetable plants, gardening supplies and gently used
tools. Local companies have provided financial support. Students
from our regional high school have built raised beds, constructed
a work shed and earned community service hours while learning
that helping others is rewarding in its own right. Week after week,
volunteers simply keep showing up.

The timeline is filled with the kinds of entries you would expect
from any serious gardener.

A late-season nor’easter threatens newly planted vegetables, so

volunteers rush out to protect them. A heat wave arrives, and water-
ing becomes the priority. Rain forces work sessions to be canceled.
New raised beds replace aging ones. Tomatillos appear. Squash is
harvested. Chives and scallions are delivered to the St. John Paul II
Food Pantry.

Then there are the entries that make you smile. The rabbit is back.
Bees have moved into the work shed. A hungry woodchuck has
discovered the vegetables. Anyone who has ever tended a garden
understands those entries immediately. What impressed me most
wasn’t any single accomplishment. It was the persistence.

Gardens don’t care about calendars. Tomatoes don’t stop ripening
because it’s Father’s Day. Squash doesn’t wait until the volunteers
have a free afternoon. If the work needs to be done, someone simply
shows up to do it.

And they have—for nearly a decade.

By my rough estimate, it takes nearly 800 volunteer hours each
year to keep this garden operating. That’s almost twenty full-time
workweeks donated by people who simply believe fresh vegetables
belong on every family’s table.

Every year, those volunteers produce more than 3,000 pounds of
fresh, organically grown vegetables for local food pantries. That’s
an impressive harvest.

But after reading the timeline, I came away convinced there’s
another harvest taking place here, one that’s a little harder to mea-
sure. Every season, the garden also grows volunteers, friendships
and a stronger sense of community.

If you’d like to read the Community Food Collaborative’s com-
plete timeline, from its founding in 2017 through today, you’ll find
it at cfcgarden.org/timeline. It’s well worth the few minutes it takes
to read. I suspect you’ll come away with the same appreciation I did
for the volunteers whose quiet work has been nourishing our com-
munity since 2017. And you may just decide to join them.

Joe Kilmavich
Community Food Collaborative

Joe Klimavich is an accredited public relations consultant and
adjunct professor of communication at Worcester State University.
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bankHometown strengthens Retail Banking

team with key leadership appointments

Courtesy Photo

Jerusa DeBrito

OXFORD bankHometown is
pleased to announce the addition of
four experienced banking profession-
als across its retail network. These
appointments reflect the bank's con-
tinued investment in customer ser-
vice, employee development, and com-
munity-focused banking throughout
Central Massachusetts and northeast-
ern Connecticut.

Jerusa DeBrito appointed AVP,
Branch Officer in Leominster

Jerusa DeBrito has joined bank-
Hometown as assistant vice president,
branch officer of the bank’s 9 Sack
Blvd., Leominster office.

With nearly 30 years of retail bank-
ing experience, DeBrito most recently
served as AVP, bilingual branch man-
ager at M&T Bank. She is known for
her relationship-focused approach and
commitment to serving customers and
the community.

DeBrito serves as a board member of
Fresh Start Furniture Bank and She's
Local and is a member of the American
Heart Association's Go Red Awareness
Committee. She earned a Certificate
in the Fundamentals of Banking from
the New England College of Finance
and has participated in the Certified
Financial Educators' Financial Wellness
Program.

Alison Tozzi named AVP, Branch
Officer in Putnam

Alison Tozzi has joined bankHome-
town as assistant vice president, branch
officer of its 182 Main St., Putnam,
Connecticut office.

Tozzi brings nearly 30 years of bank-
ing experience to the organization.
Most recently, she served as branch
manager at KeyBank and previously
worked as a senior personal banker
at Bank of America. Her extensive
background in branch leadership and
customer service will support the con-
tinued success of the Putnam team.

Dhimitri Piluri joins Worcester
Office as Branch Officer

Dhimitri Piluri recently joined bank-
Hometown as branch officer of the
bank’s 1001 Millbury St., Worcester
office, bringing more than 10 years of
banking experience to the role.

Most recently, Piluri served as branch
manager at Savers Bank and previously
held positions as a relationship banker
at Main Street Bank and Santander
Bank. He has developed expertise in
customer service, relationship manage-
ment, and retail banking operations.

Piluri holds a Bachelor's degree in
marketing from La Sapienza University
in Italy and a master's degree in infor-
mation technology from Southern New

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Courtesy Photo

Alison Tozzi

Hampshire University. A strong advo-
cate for financial education, Piluri has
volunteered with Junior Achievement,
assisting with lessons on budgeting,
saving, credit, and loans. He has also
participated in financial workshops for
immigrants and low-income families
and served through the IRS Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) pro-
gram.

Maria Baker joins Sturbridge office
as Assistant Branch Manager

Maria Baker recently joined bank-
Hometown as assistant branch manager
of its 331 Main St., Sturbridge office.

Baker has 25 years of banking expe-
rience and most recently served as mar-
ket manager at Cornerstone Bank. Her
extensive knowledge of retail banking
and customer relationship management
will be an asset to the Sturbridge team
and its customers.

"At bankHometown, our success is

Courtesy Photo
Dhimitri Piluri

driven by the talented individuals who
serve our customers and communities
every day," said Robert Morton, pres-
ident & CEO of bankHometown. "We
are excited to welcome these accom-
plished banking professionals to our
team. Their experience, leadership, and
commitment to relationship banking
will strengthen our ability to deliver
exceptional service, build meaningful
customer connections, and support the
communities we proudly serve."

About bankHometown

Founded in 1889, bankHome-
town is headquartered in Oxford,
Massachusetts. We have $1.6 billion in
assets and offer a complete line of con-
sumer and business deposit and lending
products and services through 15 loca-
tions throughout Central Massachusetts
and northeast Connecticut. We’re proud
to fulfill our community banking mis-
sion—providing individualized finan-
cial support, comprehensive products

Community
Connection

Courtesy Photo

Maria Baker

and services, and banking tools—to
ensure our customers can unlock their
potential and build a successful future.
Through our charitable giving pro-
gram, The Giving Tree, we support
non-profit organizations and causes
throughout Worcester and Windham
Counties. In 2025 alone, The Giving
Tree donated more than $550,000 and
over the last decade donated more
than $3.3 million. bankHometown was
named a Corporate Citizenship Award
winner by Boston Business Journal
for the past six years, reaffirming our
status as one of Massachusetts’ most
charitable companies. Additionally, we
were named a 2025 Top Place to Work
award winner by The Boston Globe,
and both bankHometown and our par-
ent company, Hometown Financial
Group, were recognized as five-time
USA Today Top Workplaces award
recipients. For more information, visit
bankHometown.com.

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

PﬁlﬂisPEZNE‘l Tanks Filled

5] Se——— $4.99 301-500.. .$225 10 80%
50-75 s $3.49 500 PLUS ... $2.10 .
76-150 .o $2.95 Duel Fuel ..o $375  Driver
151-300........$255 Drop off Tanks....$300 Discretion

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Monday price 8/3/26 was s4'-4'9 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂ&

*prices subject to change
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JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988

Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
Buy What You Like And 1 Will Install.

Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com
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>rooked Creek Fat

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.or
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FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER ([J©) JEWELERS™ Bl

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com e 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

=]

‘Covmies JEWELERS

WEBUY GOLD

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and
more since 1947!

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA

(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

orsellumberCosginc?
Building Materials & Supplies A
Lumber ° Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall » Ceilings * Flooring
Hardware * Cements * Siding * Roofing
i Windows * Doors * Concrete Block

- Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber
Boards * Timbers * Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line

Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

—

WJoll Free JB00:764-3231

ur 3U3-]
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”
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Annual Zucch

HOLLAND
— The Friends
of the Holland

Community
Center will
once again host

their Annual
Zucchini Festival
at the Holland

Community

Center at 40
Brimfield Rd.
in Holland. The
event will take

place on Sunday,
Aug. 16 from 11
a.m. until 3 p.m.
Admission is free,
and there is some-
thing for everyone
to enjoy.

We will have
a bake sale, raf-
fle table, a “spin
the wheel” for
prizes for the kid-
dos, a zucchini
“cook off” con-
test, and a foam
machine for kids
and adults alike
to run through to
cool off.

The Holland
Fire Department
will once again be
on hand (unless
they are called
away) with at
least one of their
fire trucks to
check out, and our
giant chess set and
cornhole will be
set up if you wish
to use them.

Scout Troop
#163  will be
selling hot dogs
and drinks, and
Angry Panda
and O’Neil’s
Lemonade  will
also be on site.

Visitors can
browse plenty of
booths inside and
outside, where
both new and
returning vendors
will offer jewelry,
local honey, and
homemade items
of every kind
imaginable.

It will be a great

o . opportunity  for
HOLLAND you to bring your
COMMUNITY redeemable bot-

tles and cans to
drop off in our bin
to the left of the
building.

CENTER

AUBURN
Webster Five has
appointed  Tracy
LeMaire to its
Board of Directors.
A seasoned CPA
and entrepreneur,
LeMaire brings
extensive expertise
in financial account-
ing, auditing and
small business lead-
ership to the role.

LeMaire  joins
Webster Five’s
Board as an estab-
lished accounting
professional and the

MERLE

continued from page A1
0s0 Isadora Duncan.
Merle’s  extensive
studies, from the
Akademia Raymond
Duncan in Paris to
the Instituto Allende
in San Miguel de
Allende, Mexico,
where he earned an
MFA in Sculpture
and Painting, reflects
a global, lifelong
commitment to the
avant-garde.

Merle has partic-
ipated in a myriad
of artistic organi-
zations and col-
laborations over
the years, includ-
ing: Grove Street
Gallery (co-found-
er/co-curator);
Noh Place Artists
Cooperative (board
of  directors/per-
former); Forbidden
Poets (piano/spoken
word); WCUW 91.3
FM (radio show fea-
turing The Stranger
and Think Tank
Tango); Worcester
County Poetry
Association  (for-
mer president); and
a variety of perfor-

mances and contri-
butions as a member
of Worcester Artist
Group, Invented
Thing Quartet,
Theater Now, and
Kasner Gooch
Multimedia.

Merle is also the

author of a volume of |

cut-up poems, “Glass
Bedding”  (North
American Editions)
and continues to
produce poems/art
in this fashion. More

recently, he produced 5

collages in response
to a series of René
Magritte-inspired

poems by Stephen [

Campiglio, as part of
a multimedia manu-
script, including the

work of two other

artists, Andres Juarez

and Jennifer Forest, f
“Other |i§

entitled
Turns.”

The Ruth Wells
Art Center exhibition
invites viewers to

experience a brilliant

collection that hon-
ors Michel’s family’s
historic legacy, while
celebrating his own
distinct, thought-pro-
voking aesthetic.
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ASPHALT PAVING

~\

r"('.!uality counts

All
Major
Brands
Sales &
Service

22 FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED

3 GENERATIONS

DAVE’S

APPLIANGE Inc.

KitchenAid
Stainless Steel Dishwasher

with 3rd rack

508-867-3122 &

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 "~

\. @gmaz'l.com
www.davesapp.com =z | (JD PAS Stockbridge Alumni
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA TREE Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 ¢ Fri 9-5 ¢ Sat 10-3 508-769-5489 Insured

+ 30+ Total Wash Jets for targeted cleaning on every level

+ 5 Cycles provide flexibility so you can adapt to each load

+ Automatic Door Open Dry System releases water vapor
after cycle ends for an exceptional dry.

when no one
is looking.”
Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

& ACCREDITED
Bl BUSINESS
\BSR

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 & &
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured  Owner/Operator

J

$699

There is some-
thing for every-
one, so we hope
you will join us
for this family
friendly fun-filled
afternoon.  For

ini Festival returns to Holland Aug. 16

more informa-
tion, please call
the Center at 413-
245-3163 or email
us at friendsofhol-
land@gmail.com.

Webster Five expands
Board of Directors

Tracy LeMire

owner of Evolve
CPA  Consulting,
LLC, which she
founded in 2021
in response to the
complex accounting
and financial chal-
lenges faced by the
cannabis industry.
She currently serves
as a consulting
CFO for cannabis
companies  across
Massachusetts and
the Northeast.
"Tracy has built
her career helping
businesses navigate
complex financial
terrain, and that
kind of experience
is exactly what we
want  informing
our vision," said
Brian Westerlind,
President and CEO,
Webster Five.
“Tracy’s values and
leadership experi-
ence are reflective
of Webster Five’s,
and we look forward

i to the meaningful

impact she will have
on the Bank.”
Before founding
her firm, LeMaire
spent 11 years at
AAFCPAs, where

For
Advertising
Information

Call

- 774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

Wi, MonebridgePress.com

KDTS224SPS

\

Jonathan Pasqule
Arborist on Duty

Jonathan. Pasquale

Courtesy Photo

she led financial
statement  audits
for privately held
companies  across
a diverse range of
industries  includ-
ing manufacturing,
technology, health-
care, nonprofit and
professional  ser-
vices.

"Webster  Five
has deep roots
in the communi-
ties it serves, and
that's  something
I admire,” said
LeMaire. “I look
forward to contrib-
uting my experience
and perspective as
the Bank continues
to grow and inno-
vate.”

LeMaire holds
a Bachelor of
Science in Business
Administration and
Accounting from
the University of
New Hampshire and
a Master of Business
Administration from
Bryant University.
A member of the
American Institute
of CPAs and the
Massachusetts
Society of CPAs,

she serves on
the Cannabis
Committee and
Consulting  CFO
Roundtable. In
2018, she was
honored with

MassCPAs Women
to Watch Emerging
Leader Award.
"Tracy is a won-
derful addition to
our Board," said
Steve  Charniak,
Chairman of the
Board, Webster
Five. "Her exper-
tise will enhance the
value we provide to
Worcester County
residents, businesses
and nonprofits."
Outside of work,
LeMaire volun-
teers as a coach for
Girls on the Run
Worcester County,
while residing in
Sutton with her
husband and two
daughters.

About  Webster
Five
Webster Five

is a full-service
financial institution
delivering personal,
small business and
commercial banking
solutions backed by
deep expertise in
banking and local
markets. With a
relationship-driven
approach and for-
ward-looking prod-
ucts, the Bank helps
clients  navigate
financial decisions
with confidence and
efficiency.
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Hitchcock’s Summer Concert Series rocks

Brimfield Town Common on Wednesday evenings

BRIMFIELD — The Hitchcock
Summer Concert Series sponsored
by Country Bank will take place on
Wednesdays, 6 to 8 p.m., through Aug.
19 on the Brimfield Town Common. In
the case of rain, concerts will move to
Thursday. A food truck will be on site
at each event. Picnics are also wel-
come; chairs and blankets are encour-
aged.

The series kicks off on July 1 with
Woodshed, bringing Acoustic Folk,
Country & Americana. Members Jason
Wood of Brimfield, along with A.J.
Kiernan, Karen Gallant, and Mike St.
Germain are four musical friends who
found each other through a love of
music and mutual admiration, and are
known for their signature three-part
harmony. BT’s Smokehouse will be
on site.

Aug. 5 brings the Brimfield debut
of The Willies - a popular, communi-
ty-focused classic rock and Americana
band based out of Belchertown. The
band performs across the Western
Mass region, playing high-energy hits
from the 1950s through the 1980s,
modern country, and rock standards.
Flippin’ the Bird BBQ returns for this
concert.

Long-time series favorite
CobbleStone Road of Connecticut
returns on August 12th with high-en-
ergy country. Well-known throughout
the region for playing modern and
classic country hits from the 1990s
to today, their energetic style mixes
classic country with rock and blues.

Smashing Patties will have their con-
cert series debut this evening.

The series closes out on Aug.
19 with Hard Knox, a Westfield,
Massachusetts-based party rock and
cover band known for their high-en-
ergy shows and “forgotten classics”
setlist. Instead of regular cover tunes,
they play unique, underappreciated
gems from the ‘70s and ‘80s, mak-
ing them a fixture in the Western
Mass and Northern Connecticut music
scenes. BT’s Smokehouse will return
to bookend this year’s food truck
lineup.

In addition to Presenting Sponsor
Country Bank, this program is sup-
ported in part by a grant from the
Brimfield Cultural Council, a local
agency which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council.

Hitchcock Summer Concert Series
At-a-Glance:

Aug. 5 The Willies

‘50s, ‘60s, “70s & more! | Flippin’
the Bird BBQ

Aug 12 CobbleStone Road

Country | Smashing Patties

Aug. 19 Hard Knox

Classic sounds of the ‘70s,
‘90s | BT’s

For more information, visit www.
hitchcockacademy.org. Hitchcock
Academy is a community center locat-
ed at 2 Brookfield Rd. in Brimfield
serving the community with educa-
tional, recreational, and cultural pro-
gramming.

‘80s, &

BEAT THE CROWDS

FREE LAYAWAY
FREE DELIVERY

PRE-SHOP NOW!!

and take advantage of incredible savings.
Saturday & Sunday, August 8th & 9th!

"~ dales
 Holiday

Fantastic Savings
throughout the store!

' Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville, MA 01588

S508-234-8777 e=m=

anlDing G

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your avort lcal vestaurant f they ffr dinesn or take-ou
Treat yourelfto & nic ciner outanytme!
Restaurant it cards make perfect hostas gifs!

Cal el t 774-20-7308or emall ikl a@stonedidoepess nes o adveris o i page

CHARLIES Got Space?

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 8/7 & SATURDAY 8/8 we do
[ ]

LOBSTER
ROLL

AFTER 5PM

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

il 508-885-4033 F

CII'dS www.charliesdiner.com

CASUAL WATERFRONT

308 4 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
LAKFSIDE LIVE MUSIC EVERY MuSIc
FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY BINGO
Taco Tuesday Aug 4 & Aug 18 THEJ‘(IESRJAY
Wing Wednesday Aug 12 & Aug26 7T09

Half Priced Apps
Tues-Friday from 2-5pm
New Summer Mocktail Menu

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Please visit our website
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

0% INTEREST FOR 1 FULL YEAR

Yankee
Magazine’s Choice
for Best New
England Cuisine!

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN

260WestMainStreet, WestBrookfield, MA0O1585
Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sunday 12-5  SeeOur

Facebook

Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting ~ page for
Hexmark Tavern is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8 LN,
Specials

www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345 Fi
*No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. c.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by
Cruise Control Transportation Inc.
Pursuant to the provisions of G.L.
c. 255, Section 39A. that on or
after July 31,2026 at Cruise Control
Transportation Inc. the following motor
vehicle/s will be sold at private sale
to satisfy our garage keeper’s lien
thereon for storage, towing charges,
care and expenses of notices and sale
of said vehicle:

Vehicle:2014 Chevrolet Cruze
Vin :1G1PE5SBXE7324575
Last Registered owner :
Bruno Silva

2546 Providence Rd ,
Northbridge MA 01534

Vehicle:2008 Honda CR-V
Vin :JHLRE48558C002470
Last Registered owner :
QR Auto Clinic

101 Skyline Dr #1
Arlington WI 53911

Vehicle:2011 Honda Accord
Vin :1HGCP2F8XBA141609
Last Registered owner :
Brianna Chanel Rodriguez
28 Norcross Ter Apt 2

Lynn MA 01902-2546

Vehicle:2010 Lincoln Navigator
Vin :5LMJJ2J53AEJ08147

Last Registered owner :
Hannah Gallant

21 VILLAGE DR, APT 10
SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550-3140

Vehicle:2007 Scion TC
Vin :JTKDE167070207732
Last Registered owner :
Cathleen Degraw

82 Blackstone St FL 1
Woonsocket Rl 02895

Vehicle:2008 Hyundai SANTA FE
Vin :5NMSH13E78H140265
Last Registered owner :

Jacob Rodriguez

360 MAIN ST, APT 350
STURBRIDGE MA 01566-1390

Vehicle:2010 Subaru Forester
Vin :JF2SH6DC3AH756144
Last Registered owner :
Jenna M Raleigh

555 WORCESTER ST
Southbridge MA 01550-3300

Vehicle:2013 Nissan Versa
Vin :3N1CN7AP6DL869782
Last Registered owner :
LM Services Llc

104 Grove St Apt 2
Meriden CT 06451

Vehicle:2003 Chevrolet Astro
Vin :1GNEL19X83B140381
Last Registered owner :
Bobby Jo Samek

12 Pleasant St Apt 2

West Brookfield MA 01585

Vehicle:2014 Kia Forte

Vin :KNAFX4A60E5154408
Last Registered owner :
Lucas M. Oliveira

36 Cotting Ave.

Marlborough MA 01752-2977

Vehicle:2008 Chevrolet Malibu
Vin :1G1ZK577484283193
Last Registered owner :
Chandler Paul

33 Kingman Ave

Brockton ,MA 02302

Vehicle:2013 Hyundai VELOSTER
Vin :KMHTC6AD4DU110245

Last Registered owner :

Jeson Astrada Aponte

537 Broad St Apt 3

Meriden ,CT 06450

Vehicle:2013 Dodge Dart
Vin :1C3CDFBA0ODD322666
Last Registered owner :
Erie Insurance Group

245 Grandview Ave Ste. 200
Camphill ,PA 17011

Vehicle:2005 Toyota Prius

Vin :JTDKB20U357016855

Last Registered owner :
Newton Bruno De Oliveira Pedro
71 Blue Hills Ave Apt C3
Hartford CT, 06112-1845

July 24, 2026

July 31, 2026

August 7, 2026

THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION — HIGHWAY
DIVISION
NOTICE OF A VIRTUAL DESIGN
PUBLIC HEARING

Sturbridge-Charlton-East  Brookfield
Intersection Improvements on Route
49 at Putnam Road, Walker Pond
Road & Route 20

Project File No. 611967

A Virtual Design Public Hearing will
be hosted on the MassDOT website
below to present the design for the
proposed project in Sturbridge and
Charlton, MA.

WHEN: 7:00 pm, Wednesday,
August 12, 2026
PURPOSE: The purpose of this

hearing is to provide the public with the
opportunity to become fully acquainted
with the proposed project. All views
and comments submitted in response
to the hearing will be reviewed and
considered to the maximum extent
possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed project
was initiated as part of the Intersection
Improvement Program due to the pres-
ence of a Top 200 Statewide Crash
Location at Route 49 and Putnam
Road. Two other crash clusters were
identified (although not in the Top 200
Crash Locations) along the corridor
and have been included for safety
improvements. Location #1 - Putham
Road at Route 49, Location 2- Walker
Pond Road, and Location 3 - Route
20. The targeted safety improvements
include construction of a roundabout at
Putnam Road, improved sight lines at
Walker Pond Road, and slip ramp mod-
ifications at Route 20. Bicycle improve-
ments will be included at Location 1 to
provide a Shared-Use Path circulat-
ing the proposed roundabout, meet-
ing MassDOT Healthy Transportation
Policy Directive and applicable design
guidelines.

A secure right-of-way is necessary for
this project. Acquisitions in fee and
permanent or temporary easements
may be required. The Commonwealth
of Massachusetts is responsible for
acquiring all needed rights in private or
public lands. MassDOT’s policy con-
cerning land acquisitions will be pre-
sented at the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments, and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking may
be submitted to Carrie E. Lavallee,
P.E., Chief Engineer, via e-mail to
MassDOTProjectManagement@dot.
state.ma.us or via US Mail to Suite
7550, 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA
02116, Attention: Project Management,
Project File No. 611967 Statements
and exhibits intended for inclusion in
the hearing transcript must be emailed
or postmarked no later than ten (10)
business days (14 calendar days) after
the hearing is hosted.

This hearing is accessible to peo-
ple with disabilities. MassDOT pro-
vides reasonable accommodations
and/or language assistance free of
charge upon request (e.g interpreters in
American Sign Language and languag-
es other than English, live captioning,
videos, assistive listening devices and
alternate material formats), as avail-
able. For accommodation or language
assistance, please contact MassDOT’s
Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer
by phone (857-368-8580), TTD/TTY
at (857) 266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602,
or by email (MassDOT.CivilRights@
dot.state.ma.us). Requests should be
made as soon as possible, and prior
to the hearing, and for more difficult to
arrange services, including sign-lan-
guage, CART, or language transla-
tion or interpretation, requests should
be made at least ten business days
before the hearing.

This hearing will be hosted, or a can-
cellation announcement posted, on the
internet at https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER

HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.

= CHIEF ENGINEER

Town Clerk

July 31, 2026

August 07, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on August 19, at
7PM on the application of Jefferson
DeSouza.
The applicant has filed a Notice of
Intent for the construction of a sin-
gle-family home, driveway, well, and
septic system within the 100-ft buf-
fer zone to a Bordering Vegetated
Wetland. The project location is: Lot
5 Smith Road, Charlton, MA 01507.
Parcel ID: 6-A-4.19
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
August 6, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of
Charlton Stormwater Management
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
accepting comments on the following
application:
The applicant, James & Tammie Gillies,
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Application
on July 29, 2026, for land disturbance
associated with the construction of a
single-family home and site work.
The project site is located at Lot 3/4
Smith Road, Charlton, MA 01507, and
is also known as: Parcel ID: 6-A-4.17
& 6-A-4.18
Copies of the Land Disturbance
Application are available at the
Charlton Conservation Commission
office during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
August 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No.WO26P2446EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Thomas R. Trapp
Date of Death:05/15/2026
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Robert
E. George of Sturbridge MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Robert E. George of Sturbridge MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the estate in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
08/25/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 29, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

August 6, 2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT 26 SM 002374 ORDER OF
NOTICE TO: Chad T. Dolan and to
all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq)
Massachusetts Housing Finance
Agency claiming to have an interest
in a mortgage covering real prop-
erty in Southbridge, numbered 172
Dresser Street, given by Chad T. Dolan
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems Inc., as nominee for
Residential Mortgage Services, Inc.
, dated April 30, 2021, and record-
ed at Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
65057, Page 43, and now held by
Plaintiff by assignment, has filed with
this court a complaint for determination
of Defendant’'s Servicemembers sta-
tus. If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service of
the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure
of the above-mentioned property on
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at Three
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before September 7, 2026 or
you may lose the opportunity to chal-

lenge the foreclosure on the ground of
noncompliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of said Court on July 24, 2026
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson Recorder
August 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. 026P2310GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G. L.c. 1908, § 5-304 & § 5-405
In the matter of:
Michael A Thibodeau
Of: Southbridge, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by
UMass Memorial Health-Alliance
Haof Southbridge, MA
in the above captioned matter alleging
that Michael A Thibodeau is in need
of a Guardian and requesting that
Some Suitable Person of
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
08/18/2026. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 17, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
August 6, 2026

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

26 SM 002350
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:
Antonella Leal, Adrian Rafael Marin
Querales,
and to all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 et seq.:
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in South-
bridge, numbered 62 Kingsley Street,
given by Adrian Rafael Marin Querales,
who acquired title as Adrian Marin and
Antonella Leal to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”),
as mortgagee, as nominee for Lakev-
iew Loan Servicing, LLC, its succes-
sors and assigns, dated June 2, 2025,
and recorded or filed in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 72091, Page 270, and
now held by Plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may be
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act. If you object
to a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then you
or your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
MA 02108 on or before 09/07/2026 or
you may lose the opportunity to chal-
lenge the foreclosure on the ground of
noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief
Justice of this Court on 07/23/2026.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
August 6, 2026




www .StonebridgePress.com

Thursday-Friday, August 6-7, 2026 « STONEBRIDGE PRESS *9

Major collaborative milestone marked

at QCC Center Topping Oft

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond
Community College celebrated a major
construction milestone with a Topping
Off Ceremony for its new QCC Center,
marking the completion of the build-
ing’s structural frame. State and local
leaders, project partners, and members
of the college community gathered to
witness the raising of the final beam
and celebrate the progress of this trans-
formational project.

"Through careful planning, advoca-
cy, fundraising, design and construc-
tion, the vision is now becoming a
reality,” said QCC President Dr. Luis
Pedraja. “Most importantly, this will
create opportunities for students to
develop the skills they need to succeed
in today’s workforce and strength-
en the connection between education,
industry and our community."

LEGALS

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wetland

Protection Act of the General Laws of

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, L

Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on August 19, at 7PM on
the application of Ron Royer.

The applicant has filed a Notice of
Intent for clearing, filling, and grading
work within the 100-ft buffer zone to
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The
project location is: 18 Oxbow Road,
Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID: 38-A-3
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be con-
ducted in person and via remote means.
Members of the public who wish to par-
ticipate can access the meeting remote-
ly by request.

Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

August 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO24P1459PM
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR REMOVAL OF A
CONSERVATOR
In the Interests of: Helen Xanthakos
Of: Southbridge, MA
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/Protected Person
To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been
filed by Demetri A Kasperson of South-
bridge, MA in the above captioned mat-
ter requesting that the court:
Remove the Conservator
The petition asks the court to make a
determination that the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be allowed to
resign; or should be removed for good
cause; or that the Guardianship and/or
Conservatorship is no longer necessary
and therefore should be terminated. The
original petition is on file with the court.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appear-ance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
08/18/2026. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the return
date, action may be taken in this matter
without fur-ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance, you or
your at-torney must file a written affidavit
stat-ing the specific facts and grounds of
your objection within 30 days after the
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Balley,
First Justice of this Court.
Date:July 20, 2026
StephanieK. Fattman, Register of Pro-
bate
August 6, 2026

Courtesy Photo

Left to right: Deputy Commissioner Dr. Richard Riccardi of the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education; QCC Trustee Dr. Barur Rajeshkumar;
QCC Trustee Dr. Satya Mitra; Commissioner Adam Baacke of the Massachusetts Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance
(DCAMM); QCC Board Chair Dr. Linda Maykel; QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja; State Sen. Robyn Kennedy; State Rep. James O’Day; Assistant
Secretary Robert LePage of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Education; Worcester Mayor Joseph Petty; QCC Student Trustee Dawit Quilty
and Craig Skurka, operations manager for Gilbane Building Company.

The event featured a ceremoni-
al beam signing and remarks from
Pedraja; State Sen. Robyn Kennedy;
State Rep. James O’Day; Worcester
Mayor Joseph Petty; Assistant
Secretary Robert LePage of the
Massachusetts Executive Office of
Education; Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Richard Riccardi of the Massachusetts
Department of Higher Education;
Commissioner Adam Baacke of the
Massachusetts Division of Capital
Asset Management and Maintenance
(DCAMM); and Craig Skurka, oper-
ations manager for Gilbane Building
Company.

"The raising of the beam is a
moment for us to give gratitude and
thank those who have stepped up to
make this a reality,” Kennedy said.
“As you join into the growing sky-
line of Worcester, we continue to
grow with you. By signing our names
to these beams, we are signing our
commitment to make sure the school
continues to be successful.”

The Topping Off Ceremony com-
memorated the progress of the
$37.4 million renovation and expan-
sion project, which is transforming
a 1960s-era athletic facility into a
modern, accessible hub for learning,
workforce development and student
life.

Upon completion, the
57,000-square-foot facility will fea-
ture advanced manufacturing and
robotics laboratories, hospitality
training spaces, flexible classrooms
and revitalized athletic facilities.
The project also includes significant
upgrades to aging infrastructure and
accessibility improvements designed
to create a more inclusive and wel-
coming environment for all students.

“This project is so important to the
mission and vision of Quinsigamond
Community College, the region it
serves and the Commonwealth,”
Riccardi said. “We know that holistic
student success incorporates curricu-
lar and co-curricular initiatives, and
this project provides the infrastruc-
ture to check both of those boxes.”

Speakers highlighted the collabo-
rative partnership among the college,
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
and project stakeholders that have
made this investment possible.

“It is a necessity that we continue
to improve our community college
environments,” O’Day said. “The
legislature has made it very clear
that not only is higher ed important,
but certainly the community college
segment is equally as important. It’s
been an honor to be able to represent
the college.*

While the majority of the reno-
vation is funded by DCAMM, the
project reflects the type of transfor-
mational campus investment envi-
sioned through the Commonwealth's
BRIGHT Act (An Act to Build
Resilient Infrastructure to Generate
Higher Education Transformation).
The statewide initiative is designed
to support modernization of public
higher education facilities.

“I want to thank our legislative part-
ners for championing the BRIGHT
Act to date and hopefully getting
it across the finish line so we can
keep doing impactful projects like
this one,” Baacke said. “As someone
whose parents both worked at com-
munity colleges, I know there are few
things we do that are more important
in changing the lives of residents
across the Commonwealth than what

community colleges do every day.”

Designed to achieve LEED Gold
certification, the facility will sup-
port improved energy performance,
enhanced indoor air quality and long-
term sustainability goals.

“Buildings like this bring jobs
to your community — great-paying
opportunities for advancement. We
are looking forward to continuing
to make these investments. They are
about the future of the economy,”
LePage said.

Skurka recognized the efforts of the
construction team and project part-
ners in reaching the milestone safely
and efficiently.

“Today's event celebrates a sig-
nificant construction milestone and
the many people and partnerships
helping us bring this project to life,”
Skurka said. “At Gilbane, we are
committed to creating healthy, safe
and sustainable spaces that have a
lasting effect on the community. We
are honored to partner with QCC on
this transformative project.”

The QCC Center is expected to
open in Fall 2027 and will serve as a
centerpiece of the college's campus,
creating new opportunities for hands-
on learning, workforce training and
community engagement.

“When we look at this structure, we
aren’t just looking at steel beams and
concrete; we’re looking at the literal
framework of Worcester’s econom-
ic future,” said Petty. “True prog-
ress means lifting everyone up. By
expanding physical accessibility and
producing state-of-the-art, energy-ef-
ficient systems, QCC is ensuring our
green energy and equity goals move
forward.”

House Ads -

1142248

classified header
8x2

Southbridge

MEYER TYBEE LLC

1143426
House Ads -
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RENT
2x3

1143367
WINDSOR ELECTRIC
FOR RENT
2x3

1142364
DAVID
SULLIVAN 142370
CLASSIFIEDS | | pouroes
=z FOUNDATION
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1x3
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Worcester Youth Leadership Institute kicks oft 13th year

WORCESTER —
While many students
traditionally have head-
ed off to summer vaca-
tions, for the past 13

years, some area high
school and college stu-
dents have participated
in the Worcester Youth
Leadership  Institute.

The program offers stu-
dents a six-week learning
experience which expos-
es them to a variety of
Worcester businesses,

ECONOMIC
continued from page A1
later 2025 and 2026,
Sturbridge lost 10 shops
and gained 10 new shops.
Since 2024, Sturbridge has
experienced 19 business
closings with 23 openings.
Corporate good news
Photonis USA recent-
ly announced that they
would be expanding and
extending their presence
in Sturbridge in order

to manufacture night
vision devices. Town
Administrator Robin

Grimm along with Town
Planner Jean Bubon
worked closely with state
economic officials and
Photonis executives on a
retention expansion assis-
tance package. Photonis
will be creating 25 new
jobs and investing $15 to
$20 million in this project.
Photonis will be occupy-
ing space in 660 Main

Street which is currently
under construction as a
40,000 square foot build-
ing.

Adding to all of these
good news items is that
the Ohio based corpora-
tion R.W. Beckett recently
renovated the former Heal
Dispensary building into a
first class training center.
R.W. Beckett is an 88 year
old business that manufac-
tures a variety of HVAC
products. It is estimated
that Beckett products are
in 50 million American
homes. The President
and CEO of R.W. Beckett,
Kevin Beckett, attend-
ed the Sturbridge ribbon
cutting and thoughtful-
ly dedicated this center
for Jeff Rozga, a 45-year
Beckett employee who

passed away after a coura-
geous battle with cancer.
Members of the Rozga
family were in attendance.
Sturbridge is very appre-

ciative of the investment
made by R.W. Beckett and
the human values they rep-
resent as a business. This
center will attract many
visitors to Sturbridge for
their training sessions.

Marketing and promot-
ing Sturbridge

Since 2022, the
Sturbridge Tourist
Association has retained
the tourism  market-
ing firm Tap Into Travel
to promote Sturbridge
through the Experience
Sturbridge web = site,
Facebook, Instagram and
seasonal digital marketing
campaigns. Since 20024
there have been 39,000
to 57,000 visitors to the
website annually. Online
advertising campaigns
reached 250,000 view-
ers in 2025. These fig-
ures reflect that reach and
depth of digital messag-

ing.

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

YLAWNMOWEH

industries, and mentors.
The Institute is a part
of a broader effort by
the Worcester Regional
Chamber of Commerce
to develop and mentor
Worcester's future lead-
ers.

The Institute is a part-
nership between the
Worcester Chamber,
MassHire Central
Workforce Board,
The United Way of
Central Massachusetts,
Worcester Community
Action Council, and
the City of Worcester’s
Youth Opportunities
Office, and DPH, with
support from Massport
and National Grid, spon-
sors of the 2026 program.

“The goal is simple
— expose Worcester’s
young people to the myr-
iad of businesses, lead-
ers, mentors, and possi-
bilities available in their
own communities,” said
Timothy Murray, pres-
ident and CEO of the
Worcester Chamber.
“These youth are our
future leaders. We want
them to know and under-

stand their community
can offer them a unique
college experience and
fascinating job oppor-
tunities, and provide
insight and perspec-
tive on the city’s histo-
ry, leadership, business
community, and govern-
ment make-up.”

The Institute identi-
fied 25 youth, ages 15
— 21, some who are par-
ticipating in the city’s
YouthWorks employment
program, and others who
applied on their own
to be a part of the pro-
gram. The program runs
from July 10 to August
14 introduces the par-
ticipants to the business,
government, education,
and nonprofit sectors
in a variety of ways
including talks and ques-
tion-and-answer sessions
with the leadership struc-
tures of various sectors
and organizations. Topics
will include career explo-
ration as well as lead-
ership focus areas from
the Worcester fabric,
such as entrepreneurism,
economic development,

public health, and non-
profit organizations.

The program launched
in 2014 after conver-
sations between Tim
Murray, George Smith
andRon Scott from United
Families for Change,
Worcester Mayor Joseph
Petty, City Manager
Edward Augustus, and
City Councilors Philip
Palmieri and  Sarai
Rivera. All of the part-
ner organizations came
together and have grad-
uated more than 200 stu-
dents over the past 12
years. For the past 10
summers, the program
was facilitated by Walter
Jovel, whose passion for
mentoring young peo-
ple and commitment to
helping students discov-
er their potential made
a lasting impact on hun-
dreds of participants.
Walter passed away unex-
pectedly in May, and the
2026 Worcester Youth
Leadership Institute is
dedicated to continuing
his legacy of service and
leadership.

-

Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes * Alternators « Starters « ABS

Snowblower & Generator Repair

Alignments * Tires...and more Tractor Service_

Major Insurance Referral Shop TII!IG-“I)S & Rt_apalrs

Honoring All Insurance Estimates Plckul’ & Del“’ery
1734 Providence Road (Rt 122) 508-987-2775 B 2E
Northbridge, MA 01534 : =
Ph: 508-234-5211 » Fax: 508-234-2231 492 Mam St OXfOI'd
www.kearnscollisioncom WORCESTERCOUNTY Y

Fully Certified - RS# 2678 [1 kLAWNMOWER_COM =] J

FRESH COLOR PAINTING

YOUR VISION IN COLOR
Brighten Your Curb Appeal

With a Power Wash

Locally Owned, Operated And Insured. <
Ask About Senior And Veteran Discounts g
Call Today For A Free Estimate

Over 15 Years Experience

Call Today: 774-241-6399

Got Space7

we do.
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m
C==]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Water Proofing
Walkways
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

Brian French

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

~ Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE
ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

FIREWOO
HURLEY

Cut, Split,
Delivered

GREEN Ve
$230 per corn
Call John at
508-958-4350

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

a acgrepTED @

on hvertising nfrmation, Call 2001508

news@
stonebridgepress.news < Wi

N

L

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience)
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

email:mikaela@stonebridue press.news

GJLEDUC

Interior and Exterior
PowerWashing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

774-241-0216
774-230-8373

975 MIKE LAMBERT'S .
(‘“ PLUMBING & David
S HEATIVG D
Commerc jal, Barbale
1al,
Residential, ROOFI N G
New Construction| |Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
369 Main St, Fully Licensed
Ste 4 and Insured
Spencer, MA MA LIC #CS069127
1-833-969-4330 MA HIC. LIC #1079721
FuIIy Insured INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
MIKELAVBERTSPANDH| | OF 508-248-6709
@GMAIL.COM davidbarbale.com

_ Plumbing | ROOFING__§ Roofing

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

When you need a new
roof hire a roofing
company .We are the
only local company
dedicated to roofing
only .We install roofing
only everyday
Read our reviews at the Better

Business Bureau. A+ rating and
accredited member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100
Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Re%#153955 CSL #095459
T-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated

Now Accepting
Ll #ccreoiren All Major
[y UsivEss @ Credit Cards
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43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

Stanon Pelletier - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

a®
\ I
0 / -

. Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely Hi"

Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. lts
. close proximity to Successful National Franchised
. Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
Location. Convenient Access.

- MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Daudley

- 5 Manstiall Temace

A Contractor’s Opportunity!

8,000 SF (80’x100’) level lot,

great location, est. neighbor-
1/ hood, key resources > town
water & sewer & natural gas in
| street. By appointment only!

_ MLS No. 73544127 $155,000.

We&z‘m 18 DéDonats #ve

# THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE-IN-
READY-RANCH! Offers 980 SF+, 2
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room. Situated on a
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage,
- a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
- RAGE! Conveniently located in East
- Village. First Time Offered!

I/“\"‘\ 7:za {%ew‘l.!a- / v/.‘“/_\l‘
>( ) Webator Lake Waterfront
"oty Qonstucted” - 26 Lasneluood D

W & Ready 7MW7/W

Experience ultra-luxury lake-
¢ front living on prestigious
Webster Lake. This master-
¥ fully designed, brand-new
d construction masterpiece
spans 2,556 square feet of
sophisticated, two-story living
. space optimized for pano-
. ramic Western water views
o =1 and direct lake access. The
upper level features a mag-
¥ nificent primary bedroom
suite, anchoring an exquisite
year-round sunroom that
flows seamlessly onto an ex-
pansive open deck. Designed
w for seamless entertaining, the
lower level serves as a private
guest floor, complete with a full second kitchen, additional bedroom, and premium fin-
ishes throughout. From morning coffee to sunset gatherings, you’ll enjoy every minute
while overlooking the water from the lakeside deck, gorgeous covered patio, open 2nd
story deck/sunroom. Every detail of this high-end estate redefines waterfront elegance.

We&m ~ 55 Slater Stweet

| __‘_.;._ T :

po ST £
Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to rear deck, and
3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183 NEW PRICE $479,900

Webster - 24 (oopern RA
%ew&mma Craftsman Style lome

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
~ rms, 4 brs, 3 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
~ sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
w/ slider. Central AC, garage

- MLS #73534105 $333,000 MLS#73542689

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Wetster Late Waterfront
22 Union Point Suug Fanber Vitla

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!
Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & con-
venience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.

$1,550,000. MLS # 73534271 $679,900

Websten Late W
Ou Tndian Point H# /0

Astounding Panoramic Views
across mid-section of Webster
Lake! View the lake from all win-
dows. Located on a peninsula
providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced
Living Room! 2 Baths. FHW OiIl
Heat! Central Air. Garage.

508-873-9254 1)

Maria Ree
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

[H mis|

DOUGLAS- SELLER RELOCATING

*1.5 Acres * 30’x50° Spht * 3 Full Baths
* Finished Lower Level *Office/Familyroom

*Buyer Incentive Available* &Custom Built 2800 sq. ft.
*High Energy Efficient Heating System *2.3 Acres
* 4 Bedrooms *Hardwood Floors

*Catherdral Ceilings
95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500 277 Yew St. $799,900
SOUTHBRIDGE- 17 ACRES IDEAL FOR SUTTON- 7 ROOM COLONIAL
HORSESE OR MINI FARM :
WE 4 *3 Bedroom

*1.5 Baths
*Fireplace
*Recessed

Lighting

* Family-

room w/

3 = Skylight
*2 BR Ranch * Barn/ Garage * 2 Greenhouses *1.4 Acres

* Quiet Country Setting

78 Blackmer Rd. $489,500

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$999,900. $ 900,000.
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US .
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE Looking For a New Home?
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937 pr/mAy

| Can Help

Call Me Now!! RE/MAX

VISION
Charlton-Oversized Split

1.5 Acres

3 Full Baths
Gas Heat
Oversized Split

Bus=

Call Bob Berk 508-367-9226 bobberkrealtor@gmail.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When
Experience
and

Commitment
Matter

Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI CRS C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

B e 508.612.1382
\"” ) BEZMAXY  MESRealty.com

A Mary@WillSellit.com

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak
CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669
774-230-5044

Featured Home- "Stonybrook Gardens"
' ERaEr wwy ﬁ *4 Bedrooms
} = * Custom Gourmet Kitchen w/
AT Center Island * 4 Baths
* 24'x24' Great Room
*Meticulously Maintained
Grounds with Pergola
and Koi Pond
.= 30 Knollwood Dr. $849,900 East Access to Majoy Highways
ﬁ ReMax Vision 2 B
Ad 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 g — MLS
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT]

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

collen1995@ao| com

ERA Key Realty

ssssssss SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE

R E / M A x RF/"AX TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
L SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME :
' A ERAHALLOFFAME i, A
RE/MAX Professional Associates -
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562
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Master Masons gather for pig roast

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

OXFORD — On Saturday, Aug. 1,
the Oxford Masonic Lodge parking lot
welcomed Master Masons, their fami-
lies, and friends from the 24th Masonic
District for a family-friendly pig roast.

Brother Fred Aubin, Jr. of Oxford
Masonic Lodge and Brother Clay Tull

PEACHES!

The
Harvest
Is In!

Visit The Farm For:
o Just Baked Pies
o (ider Donuts e Cheese

~ FREE

with this coupon and purchase
Good Tues., Wed., Thurs.

$8.00 minimum purchase

Southhrldge Rd., Warren, MA e 413 436 7122

Open 10am, - 6pm
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

Courtesy Photo

From left, Brother Clay Tull, Brother Fred Aubin IlI
with the apple in his mouth, Dave Mackenzie, and
Brother Fred Aubin, Jr. kneeling are Jamiesin Miller
and Jeff Trainor. The group smiles after successfully
removing the pig from the grill and placing it on the
table before carving and serving it to guests.

of Major General Salem Towne Lodge
in Southbridge hosted the event. With
help from Brother Aubin’s son and
friends, Brother Aubin and Brother
Tull began cooking the nearly 110-
pound pig at 7 a.m. It took about eight
hours to cook fully. The aroma filled
the air as guests enjoyed pork butts,
BBQ chicken, corn on the cob, pasta
salad, potato salad, cornbread, cole-
slaw, baked beans, and more. Proceeds
will support lodge needs and scholar-
ship funds.

The day was filled with laughter,
children playing, and the camarade-
rie and fellowship of Freemasonry,
bringing together brethren from lodges
across the 24th Masonic District with
their families and friends. To learn
more about Freemasonry, visit www.
massfreemasonary.org to find a lodge
near you.

41st Valley Friendship Tour raises nearly
$110,000 for Open Sky Commumty Servzces

Paul is an adorable baby with a sweet,
easy-going temperament. He enjoys
teething toys and toys that he can spin
with his hands. Paul loves sensory
bubble timers and listening to nursery

rhymes, and music is one of his favorite

activities. His favorite songs are from

“Super Simple Songs” on YouTube. Courtesy Photo

Worcester-based nonprofit Open Sky Community Services brought together over 250 partici-
pants for its 41st annual Valley Friendship Tour fundraiser. The community event, for all ages and
abilities, was held on June 6 in Whitinsville to support Open Sky’s programs throughout Central
Massachusetts.

WORCESTER — The 41st annual

When Paul likes a song, he will wave his
hands around as if he is conducting an
orchestra. Paul is easily soothed, enjoys

engaging with others, and feels comfort-

Massachusetts.

A a;\\

https://www.mareinc.org/child/32358211403

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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GREAT DEALS!
SALE!

LOTS o

Valley Friendship Tour drew more

Paul able in new environments. His gentle than 250 participants who walked,

Age 1 personality and love of music make him ran, and rolled through the Blackstone

. . Valley on June 6 and raised near-
Registration #9291 5 joy 10 be around. ly $110,000 to benefit Open Sky

Community Services, a nonprofit
behavioral health and human services
organization.

The Valley Friendship Tour, which
starts and ends at Alternatives’
Whitin Mill, is Open Sky’s signature
fundraising event for the agency’s
nearly 150 programs serving chil-
dren, adults, and families with mental
health challenges, intellectual and
developmental disabilities, substance
use disorders, brain injury, homeless-
ness and other complex challenges.
Since it began just over four decades
ago, the tour has raised millions in
support of individuals and families in
Central Massachusetts.

“The Valley Friendship Tour is a
visual representation of Open Sky’s
mission — individuals of all abil-
ities coming together in the com-
munity with purpose,” said Ken
Bates, President & CEO of Open Sky
Community Services. “We are grate-
ful to this community that has been
created over the past four decades
and for its unwavering support of
our neighbors throughout Central

AUGUSTT EASGRILL SALE!
&'<Y

Courtesy

Lorie Martiska (right), Open Sky Executive Vice
President and Chief Advancement Officer, poses
with Teresa Pitaro, the 2026 Valley Friendship
Tour top fundraiser. Pitaro, of Norwood, has
been the top fundraiser for five years in a row
and she raised nearly $7,000 for this year’s
community event.

Massachusetts facing complex chal-
lenges. Thank you to our partici-
pants, attendees, sponsors, and staff
for making this year’s Tour another
one to remember.”

Teresa Pitaro, a resident of Norwood
who has a family member served by
Open Sky, was the top fundraiser for
the fifth year in a row. She raised
nearly $7,000 for the 2026 Valley
Friendship Tour.

The individual and team partici-
pants of all ages and abilities had
the option of a 1-mile walk, 5K
run or walk, or a 30-mile bike ride
through the Blackstone Valley. The
all-day event featured lunch, live
music, raffles, and entertainment on
the Dennis H. Rice Community Plaza
at Alternatives’ Whitin Mill.

STUREWIDE SALE! About Open Sky Community
——— Services

4 o 4 Open Sky Community Services is
100 R 0 1900 A i 1 0 a 501(c)3 nonprofit agency baged
DEALS BETTERTHAN - re o - o \:\‘ 9@zl in Worcester that has been helping
the BIG h = individuals in our community achieve
BOX : ilt:IvIl‘MI.H : GFAISRTQF‘!I$ SM%?'BI\.IIETOP 21 CU. FT. ' - A more than they imagined possible for
STORESI r WHEG $899.99 REG. $699.99 FREGE.SBEQEE)EQE = over S50 years. The agency provides
. 0 Q0 $699.99 $599.99 $799.99 ’ a wide range of services throughout
0 Central Massachusetts for children,
5l "" OR g cghEEz%%EST AM%H%Y#\ES# 2l E'ERFG[\{HS(?E;;\G#()FE EE_E-EE A adults and families with mental health
| :} REG. $239.99 REG. $599.99 sREG-$699-99 —_% D challenges, intellectual and devel-

00O Q0 —_— » . P
- B $189.99 $489.99 599.99 ag_ o opmental disabilities, substance use

) //—' A A o . ...
Led ! LG WASHER MAYTAG DELUXE FRIGIDAIRE g A Ko disorders, brain injury, homelessness,
ROWA OR DRYER WASHER OR DRYER SIDE BY SIDE — ALIC @ and other complex challenges. Open
$249.9 Front Load - REG. $1599.99 $F§(§359999§ $F‘i5%.§19493)09 Great nlc’s 0 - Sky Community Services has over

0D Q0 $ i ! . 9:00am-9:00p

1,399.99 Selection! 1,300 dedicated employees and nearly
" : 150 programs throughout the region,
» » n supporting more than 8,000 individu-
A LT als annually. Open Sky is committed
DTO $10.000 u oo L to equity and belonging, and pro-

motes a trauma-informed, whole-per-
son care culture. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.openskycs.org.
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