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Rotary Club of Sturbridge announces top

Courtesy Photo

Race director Rotarian Klaus Hachfeld with top male finishers in the 5K Trail Race: second-place
finisher Trey Doane, 13, of North Brookfield (19:53.8); and third-place finisher Isaac Lakhani, 14,
of Fiskdale (20:19.5). Not shown is first-place finisher Craig Fitzgerald, 33, of Sturbridge (17:59.7).

STURBRIDGE — Craig
Fitzgerald of Sturbridge and
Anabel Melanson of Warren
were the top male and
female finishers in the sixth

annual TREK Sturbridge
Halloween 5K, held Sunday,
October 25, 2026, accord-
ing to race director Klaus
Hachfeld. Participants com-

Center of Hope Foundation
to host Fall Craft Fair,
Sundaes with Santa Nov. 7

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Center of Hope
Foundation will welcome the holiday shopping sea-
son with two community events Saturday, Nov. 7,
offering residents an opportunity to support local
artisans, enjoy family activities and celebrate the
approaching holidays.

The foundation's annual Indoor Fall Craft Fair
will take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Center of
Hope Foundation Day Habilitation facility, 1 North
St. in Southbridge. The event will feature more than
40 local artists and crafters displaying a variety of
handmade merchandise.

Shoppers will find an assortment of unique gifts
and seasonal items, including handcrafted jewel-
ry, autumn and holiday decorations, pottery, hand-
poured candles, knitwear and original artwork.

The fair offers an opportunity for residents to get an
early start on their holiday shopping while supporting
local artists and small businesses. With more than
40 vendors participating, visitors can browse a wide
selection of handcrafted products under one roof.

Admission to the craft fair is free, although dona-
tions to the Food Bank will be gratefully accepted.

Visitors should park at 1 North St. and follow signs
for "Just the Details" to the rear of the building. The
entrance to the fair will be through the doors marked
with the Day Habilitation banner.

In conjunction with the craft fair, the foundation
will also present "Sundaes with Santa" at Scoops of
Hope, 54 Foster St. in Southbridge, from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m.

The family-friendly event will offer children an
opportunity to visit with Santa Claus and have their
pictures taken, providing families with a chance to
capture a holiday memory or take a photograph for
their Christmas cards.

Visitors can also enjoy lunch and homemade ice
cream sundaes at Scoops of Hope, along with festive
take-home crafts for children.

The two events are being held at nearby locations,
making it convenient for families to combine an
afternoon of holiday shopping with seasonal activi-
ties and refreshments.

The Center of Hope Foundation encourages area
residents to attend both events, whether searching for
handmade gifts, spending time with family or getting
an early start on holiday celebrations.

Both activities are scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 7,
with the craft fair running from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1
North St. and Sundaes with Santa taking place from
11 am. to 2 p.m. at 54 Foster St.

For additional information about either event, visit
Scoops of Hope or the Center of Hope Foundation's
website at www.thecenterofhope.org.

pleting the 5K ranged in age
from six to 79.

Sponsored by the Rotary
Club of Sturbridge, the
family-friendly event
included a 5K Trail Race,
a 1K Road Race and a 5K
Trail Fun Walk using the
Old Sturbridge Village
Education Center on Old
Sturbridge Village Road
and the Arbutus Park Trail

TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K finishers

Courtesy Photo

Race director Rotarian Klaus Hachfeld with top female finishers in the 5K Trail Race: third-place
finisher Elise Servant, 12, of Brookfield (21:33.2). second-place finisher Lisa Bienia Kenton, 43, of
Sturbridge (21:13.3); and were first-place finisher Anabel Melanson, 22, of Warren (20:49.6).

in the Leadmine Mountain
Conservation Lands.
Student members of the
Tantasqua Regional High
School Interact Club helped
with event setup and orga-
nized free games for young-
er children.

“Seeing participants from
age six to 79 complete the
5K captures the communi-
ty spirit behind this event,”

Hachfeld said. “We’re grate-
ful to the runners, walkers,
volunteers and sponsors
whose support helps us pro-
vide local student scholar-
ships and respond to com-
munity needs.”

The 5K results were
timed and tabulated by Race
Roster.

Top male finishers in
the 5K Trail Race were

first-place finisher Craig
Fitzgerald, 33, of Sturbridge
(17:59.7); second-place fin-
isher Trey Doane, 13, of
North Brookfield (19:53.8);
and third-place finish-
er Isaac Lakhani, 14, of

Fiskdale (20:19.5).
Top female finishers were
first-place finisher Anabel
Turn To HALLOWEEN 5K
page A10

Library lecture to spotlight “Remarkable

Women of the American Renaissance”

STURBRIDGE — The
Joshua Hyde Library in
Sturbridge will present
the final autumn illustrat-
ed lecture on “Remarkable
Women of the American
Renaissance” on Wednesday,
Nov. 4 at 2 p.m. in the
Library Meeting room.

Lecturer Ellen Duzak
will focus on two amazing
women who lived at differ-
ent times in the Old Manse
in Concord. Mary Moody
Emerson and Sarah Alden
Bradford Ripley each had
a powerful influence on the
Transcendental philosophy

Troop 163’s Lydi

CHARLTON — Lydia
Metcalf of Charlton,
a member of Scouting
America Troop 163 of
Sturbridge, has earned the
rank of Eagle Scout. She
passed her board of review
on Sept. 25. She is the
tenth member of the troop
to become an Eagle Scout
since the troop’s founding
in 2019.

For her Eagle project,
Metcalf led the upgrad-
ing of a trail section at
Hodges Village Dam,
installing rope railings to
make the trail accessible
for visually impaired peo-
ple and adding a box with
3D-printed materials used
as aids in helping the visu-
ally impaired community
understand what they hear
and experience along the
trail.

Metcalf joined scouts in

of Ralph Waldo Emerson
and the education and inspi-
ration for a generation of
women and men. The lecture
is free and open to the public.
Registration is required.
This illustrated lecture
concludes a four-part series
which provides a detailed
picture of women who
made great contributions to
the American Renaissance
of the 1800’s. The series is
supported in part by a grant
from the Sturbridge Cultural
Council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a

state agency. The project
shines a light on the lit-
tle-known stories of inspir-
ing women of the American
Renaissance. This was a
time when the unique voice
of America developed and,
with it, our national culture,
ethics, literature, and phi-
losophy. Transcendentalism,
the rights of women, the
anti-slavery movement, the
desire for education and
enlightenment for all citi-
zens pulsed strongest in
New England, especially in
nearby Concord. The men
at the forefront of this time

a Metcalf earns Eagle

Lydia Metcalf

2022 and held various posi-
tions in Troop 163, includ-
ing patrol leader and troop
guide, and also worked as
a junior staff member at
Camp Wanocksett in New
Hampshire. She earned
forty-one merit badg-
es, and honors including
the Historic Trails Award
and the National Outdoor

Courtesy Photo

Achievement Award for
Camping,

A recent graduate of the
Massachusetts Academy of
Math and Science at WPI,
Metcalf was the co-leader
of the school’s communi-
ty service club, and CEO
of her junior year assistive
technology school project.
She also volunteered as a

are well-known to all. Less
familiar, but equally import-
ant are the remarkable
women whose voices and
lives the lectures explore.

Duzak is a retired
Professor of Psychology at
Becker College, where she
taught for 20 years. Once
retired, Ms. Duzak taught a
wide variety of courses for
the Worcester Institute for
Senior Education (WISE) at
Assumption University for
10 years. In recent years,
she has given talks at local
libraries and other organi-
zations.

Scout rank

math tutor and SAT tutor,
and as a camp counselor
at Starbase, a STEM-based
academy, and was an intern
at the Charlton Public
Library. Metcalf current-
ly attends UMass Lowell,
where she is studying
engineering and computer
science. She is passionate
about STEM and improv-
ing accessibility, and hopes
to work with robotics to
design assistive technology,
as well as to continue work-
ing with scouts as a merit
badge counselor.

Troop 163 is a Scouting
America troop for girls
ages 11-17. The troop is
based in Sturbridge but
has members across south-
ern Worcester County. To
learn more about scouting
or Troop 163, email troop-
163sturbridge@gmail.
com.
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Community Fridge offers free food Vi A
at Charlton Federated Church

CHARLTON — The Federated Church of Charlton (FCC) has
opened a community fridge or refrigerator and shed to provide
food and other household items to anyone in need. The concept is
simple: people take what they need and share what they can. The
main purpose of community fridges is to reduce food insecurity,
while also mitigating food waste. The FCC Community Fridge is
in a grey shed next to the church parking lot. It is open 24 hours,
seven days a week.

“Our community fridge complements other food programs in our
community, such as the Charlton Chip-In Food Pantry. Our program
allows people to access free, nutritious fresh foods, and household
items at any time,” said Elizabeth Moran, chair of the FCC diacon-
ate. “We understand that people can feel embarrassed when they
are in need. Our program allows people to acquire resources anon-
ymously. There is no sign-in or registration. Simply come and take
what you need, when you need it.”

The Federated Church of Charlton hopes to work with organiza-
tions, businesses and individuals to fill the community fridge and
shelves. Acceptable foods include: all produce, unopened frozen
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CLUES ACROSS

1. El Dorado High School 35. Licensed accountant

5. A sculpture representing a human or ~ 36. Japanese classical theater
animal 39. Gasteyer and de Armas are two

11. A type of return 41. Blood group

14. Tie the knot again 42, Assist in wrongdoing

15. Washington city 44, Language of Cameroon

18. Hairlike structures 46. Grayish-white

19. Mark used over a vowel 47. A woolen cap of Scottish origin

21. Explosive 49, Microorganism

23. Popular 500 car race 52. Strong social customs

24, Pile up 56. Calm and dependable

28. Currency 58. Congressman

29. Commercial 60. Force

30. A minute amount (Scottish) 62. As a result of this document

32. Mass of fish eggs 63. A main branch of Islam

33. Baseball stat

CLUES DOWN

1. Make a mistake 29. Satisfaction

2. American DJ Rick 31. The bill in a restaurant

3. Fictional Asimov planet 34. Japanese delicacy

4. Coughed out 36. Port in southern Japan

5. Singing to one’s lover 37. Double-reed instruments

6. Scotland's longest river 38. Center

7. One of the six noble gases 40. “The Mount Rushmore State”

8. Body art 43. Soldier

9. Two-toed sloth 45. Indicates position

10. Electronic counter- 48. Beauty treatment: __-pedi
countermeasures 50. Nonsense (slang)

12. A foolish person 51. Republic of Ireland

13. Of the wind 53. Ballplayers’ tools

16. Mansion 54. American state

17. Sound 55. Clusters of a fern frond

20. English river 57. Patriotic women’s group

22. Business symbol 58. A person’s brother or sister

25. Exclamation of surprise 59. Breed of sheep

26. Pouch 61.0f1

27. Individually

.AEI g]3[H
] i fwlvlalv]a
Z N|[3s 1[1]ofL]s
O V|1 alaloful3alv
— wWiv|L u|v|o|H
5 glv|ali tlalalv
= alvils|v Hlo N
O V|d L i|H
) tlalvinlalv
L sls|vin|v
— N|L
N Wln 3lv|L]|3]s
N o|v ulja|v[w|aly
C:L) 9[N ald|d|v|alu
3ln|1 J.S.SHOEI

foods, breads and pastries, prepackaged frozen dinners, milk,
cheese, eggs, non-perishable goods, home cooked meals. Please
label each meal with the ingredients. Clear packaging is preferred.
Foods that are unacceptable include: moldy fruits, vegetables, and
bread and previously opened foods. The FCC also accepts house-
hold items such as canned goods, boxed foods, soap and shampoo,
paper supplies, toothpaste, and shaving supplies.

For more information, please call the church at 508-248-5550 or
email emoran3@charter.net or office@fed-church.org.

About the Federated Church of Charlton (FCC)

The Federated Church of Charlton is a federation of the United
Church of Christ and the Unitarian Universalist Association in
Christian worship together. The Church descends from several
churches active in the Charlton community over the centuries
starting in 1761. Worship services are held on Sunday mornings at
10:30 a.m. The church also has an active Sunday School and youth
program. The church is located at 64 Main St., at the northern end
of Charlton’s town common.

Dementia Friendly Charlton

hosts educational program

CHARLTON — Most of us know someone with dementia.
Many of us are living with it every day, either ourselves, or caring
for someone with the disease. Dementia Friendly Charlton is host-
ing a community program about dementia for those who would like
to know more, and those living with this illness who are seeking
support and answers to questions.

“Dementia Care and Support: A Community Conversation”
will be held on Tuesday evening, Nov. 10, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
at the Charlton Public Library, 40 Main St. in Charlton. There
will be a presentation on caring, supporting and communicating
with someone living with dementia. This will be followed by a
question-and-answer period with a panel of community members
specializing in financial considerations, clinical management, the
role of Adult Protective Services, and day program/ long-term care
options.

Registration via the library web page (charltonlibrary.org) is
requested but not required. Come and learn about this complex
illness and discover supports and resources available to those living
with it.

Dementia Friendly Charlton is a non-profit organization which
supports individuals with dementia as well as their families and
caregivers. We work to raise awareness and understanding of
dementia through educational programs, community events and
encouragement of dementia-friendly businesses. Visit our site on
the town of Charlton Web site (townofcharlton.net) and/or our
Facebook page for more information.

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON

$410,000,68 Brookfield Rd
#102, Labontr, Christopher
J, to Healey, James Mathew,
and Healey, Patricia Anne.

$127,500, 9 Young Rd,
Sleepy Hollow Estate Rt,
and Lemieux, Jason R, to
Balkie, Jennifer, and Sousa,

Elliot, Heather R, and Elliot,
Joshua, to Krol, Patricia, and
Daou, Jonathan.

$344,000, 27 CIiff St,
Richrdson, Shayaa, to
Gilman, Stacy A, and
Gilman, Dawn M.

$175,000, 15 Highfield Dr,
Geldbaum LLC, to Tb Asset

Joseph P. LLC.
STURBRIDGE
HOLLAND $900,000, 104 S Shore Dr,

$395,000, 271 Mashapaug
Rd, Plante, Paul G, to Moore,
Desaree, and Brooks, Daniel
Paul.

$134,000, 13 Collette Dr,
Wallace, Fred K, and Hsbc
Bank Usa Na, to Holdcraft,
John David.

SOUTHBRIDGE

Robert M Verschure Ret,
and Verschure, Timothy J,
to Haglund, Stephen M, and
Talbert, Megan Leigh.
$130,000, 71 Shephard Rd,
Broden Alan Est, and Rocco,
Dominic, to Comeau, Susan.
$130,000, 71 Shephard Rd,
Broden, Angela, to Comeau,

$424.,900, 246 Torrey Rd, Susan.
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OPEN 10 CLOSE

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8 am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 am.-12 p.m.

JAcoB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 am.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25 will
be our last open Saturday until Labor
Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ......oceveeererrerreereens 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday ....coooveveeieenineneeeseseenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................... 8 am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)

Monday to Friday................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............ (800) 275-8777
ScHOOLS

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
.................................................. (508) 943-6838
Charlton Elementary School
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326
HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
and 1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00
WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon, Tu & Th 2-6, W 12-6, Sat 9-12
closed Fri & Sun

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Central Baptist Church
256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
¢ Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road,
248-4488 www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
¢ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St. 248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale
(508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm. Daily
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
*Elm Street Congregational Church,
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone: 508-764-8085 ¢ Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
*Faith Baptist Church,
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
Phone number 508-764-6132,
Worship Service: Sunday 10::00 a.m.
¢ St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862,
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
¢ Assemblies of God Southern New England District
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
¢ Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street -
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
¢ New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
* Bethlehem Lutheran Church-
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
* Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
*Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
*St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 & 8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church
(508) 765-3701
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St. Anne - St. Patrick Parish introduces family-friendly

FISKDALE —
St. Anne-St. Patrick
Parish is making it
easier for families to
participate in both
Faith Formation and
Sunday Mass with
a newly redesigned
class schedule for the
2026-2027 program
year. By intentional-
ly centering its Faith
Formation schedule
around the 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Mass, the
parish hopes families
can more easily wor-
ship together while
also having more
time back in their
Sundays.

“At St. Anne -
St.  Patrick Parish,
we want to remove
obstacles that make it

Faith Formation students with leaders in the Parish Center.

Gateway Players to hold auditions
for “The Lifespan of a Fact”

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Gateway
Players Theatre in
Southbridge is host-
ing auditions for "The
Lifespan of a Fact”
written by Jeremy
Kareken, David
Murrell and Gordon

Farrell, based off the
non-fiction book by
John D’Agata and
Jim Fingal.
Auditions  will
be held on Sunday,
Nov. 8 and Thursday,
Nov. 12 at 6:30
pm. in Fellowship

Southbridge Lions to host Fall
Texas Hold ’Em Tournament

SOUTHBRIDGE
— The Southbridge
Lions Club will hold
its fall No Limit
Texas Hold ’Em
Poker Tournament
on Saturday, Nov.
7, at Maqui’s, 61
Chestnut  St. in
Southbridge.

The tournament
is open to players
age 18 and older,
from regular poker
players to those
who simply enjoy
playing an occa-
sional game with
friends. Doors will
open at 4 p.m.,
with play begin-
ning shortly after
5 p.m.

A $100 donation
provides each play-
er with $8,000 in
tournament chips.
First place is guar-
anteed to receive
$2,500, and an
additional  place
will be paid for
every 10 players
who enter after the
first 30. All priz-
es will be paid by
money order.

Appetizers will
be served during
the evening, and
participation  is
limited to the first
150 players.

The tourna-
ment is one of the

Southbridge Lions
Club’s  fundrais-
ers, with proceeds
helping the club
continue its sup-
port of local indi-
viduals, families,
organizations and
community pro-
grams.

Those interest-
ed in playing are
encouraged to reg-
ister in advance.
To register or for
additional infor-
mation, contact
Russ Labarge at
774-230-1624 or
Wayne Boiteau at
774-230-1982.

The Southbridge
Lions invite the
community to
come out for an
enjoyable night of
cards while sup-
porting the club’s
continuing service
to the Southbridge
area.

Hall at Elm Street
Congregational
Church, 61 Elm St.,
Southbridge.
Auditions  will
consist of cold-read-
ings from the script.
Show dates are Feb.
5, 6, and 7, 2027.
Rehearsals will be
on Sundays and
Thursdays at 7 pm,
starting December
3rd. The initial
read-through  will
be on Thursday,
November  19th.
Character informa-

tion is listed below.
This is an adult pro-
duction.  Directed
by Deb Hollett, and
Produced by Patrick
Bracken. For more
information, please
contact Gateway at
508-764-4531, or
Patrick Bracken at
pmbracken@gmail.
com. Presented by
permission through
special  arrange-
ment with Concord
Theatricals, A
Dramatists  Play
Service Title.

NI

ASPHALT PAVING

r"Quality counts
when no one
is looking.”

Asphalt paving

for over 50 years!

.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 & &
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured e Owner/Operator

& ACCREDITED
] BBB. BUSINESS

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

J

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OlId Stuff

«Bottles « Crocks «Jugs sCostume Jewelry  Pottery «Toys
o Pewter « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches «Typewriters «Sewing Machines
« Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns «Lamps « Kitchenware
» Cookware «Knives «Hunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
» Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Jim Fingal is a fact
checker for a promi-
nent but sinking New
York magazine. John
D’Agata is a writer
with an essay on a
teenage boy’s sui-
cide that could save
the magazine. When
Jim is assigned to
fact check the essay,
the two come head-
to-head.

The production is
seeking three actors
to fill the following
roles:

JIM FINGAL -
male, mid 20s - an
earnest, rule-bound
young intern and
fact-checker

EMIULY
PENROSE - female,
40s-60s - an ambi-
tious, high-pressure
magazine editor-in-
chief caught in the
middle

JOHN D’AGATA
- male, 40s-60s - a
celebrated, fierce-
ly creative essayist
who bends facts for
artistic effect.
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difficult for families
to practice their faith
together,” said Fr.
Salvator Musande,
Pastor of St. Anne
— St. Patrick Parish.
“Our new schedule
allows children to
grow in their knowl-
edge and understand-
ing of the Catholic
Faith while making
Sunday Mass some-
thing families can
attend together. We

warmly invite both
returning and new
families to join us.”

Registration s
now open for Faith
Formation for stu-
dentsin Kindergarten
through Grade 11.
Families are encour-
aged to register
online by September
6, 2026, which will
help with class plan-
ning, although reg-
istration will remain
open after that date.

The new class
schedule is:

e Grades K-6:
Sundays, 8:45-9:45
a.m., before the 10
am. Mass.

e Grades 7-11:
Sundays, 11:15
am~—12:30 p.m.,
after the 10 am.
Mass.

Faith Formation
provides children and
teens with age-ap-
propriate instruction
in the Catholic Faith,
Sacred  Scripture,
Prayer, Christian liv-
ing, and preparation
for the Sacraments.
Online registration is
the preferred regis-
tration method and is
available on the par-
ish website. A paper

schedule for 2026-2027 Faith Formation program

registration form is
also available for
families who need
one.

For more infor-
mation or to reg-
ister, Vvisit WwWw.
StAnneStPatrick
Parish.com or call
508-347-9353.

St.  Anne  St.
Patrick Parish &
Shrine is an active
parish commu-
nity serving the
Sturbridge area and
beyond, offering
daily Masses, reli-
gious education, and
community  min-
istries. The shrine
grounds  welcome
thousands of visitors
each year and fea-
ture St. Anne Shrine,
Stations of the Cross
and Crucifix, Hall of
Saints, Russian Icon
Exhibit, Generations
Statue, Angel of
Hope Monument,
Memorial for the
Unborn, Votive
Chapels, weekend
Masses celebrated in
the outdoor pavilion
during the summer,
and a religious gift
shop open daily from
10 am. -5 p.m.
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Quality Building Since 1985 *WE DO SMALL JOBS
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sCapstone

www.thecapstone.group
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WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcomE

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!
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WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-Off Speolallst

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured

GFrIEIa? s Child # + «

Registration # 8111

to California.

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in
Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the

and recently took her first flight

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21183436551

Can | Adopt?

ways you can help children and teens in foster care.
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Malayaja, who goes by Trinity,
is a sweet and funny child with
a big personality. She loves to
entertain others and make them
laugh with her expressive fa-
cial expressions. Trinity enjoys
singing and dancing, especial-
ly to K-pop, Hip Hop, and R&B.
She also likes creating her own
TikTok videos and learning new
dance routines.

Recently, Trinity performed in
a chorus concert, where she did
very well and loved the experi-
ence. She also enjoys traveling
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Making the trail

wider for everyone

Earning the rank of Eagle Scout is an extraordinary
accomplishment. It represents years of dedication,
leadership, service and perseverance. For Charlton
resident Lydia Metcalf, however, the achievement also
represents something more: a commitment to making
the world a little more accessible to others.

Metcalf, a member of Scouting America Troop 163
of Sturbridge, earned the rank of Eagle Scout after
passing her board of review Sept. 25. She became the
10th member of the troop to achieve the distinction
since its founding in 2019.

That accomplishment alone deserves recognition.
But it is the nature of Metcalf's Eagle Scout project that
offers a particularly meaningful lesson about service,
inclusion and the difference one young person can
make.

At Hodges Village Dam, Metcalf led improvements
to a section of trail designed to help people with visual
impairments better experience the outdoors. Her proj-
ect included installing rope railings to assist visitors
in navigating the trail and providing a box containing
3D-printed materials that can help visually impaired
individuals understand the features of the environment
around them.

It is a thoughtful approach to accessibility, one that
recognizes that enjoying nature should not depend
entirely on the ability to see it.

Too often, accessibility is considered only after
a public space has been designed or a recreational
opportunity established. Metcalf's project demonstrates
what can happen when accessibility becomes part of
the planning process itself.

The outdoors belongs to everyone. Our trails, parks
and public spaces should reflect that principle.

There is also something encouraging about the
connection between Metcalf's scouting experience and
her academic interests. A graduate of the Massachusetts
Academy of Math and Science at Worcester
Polytechnic Institute, she has demonstrated a strong
commitment to science, technology, engineering and
mathematics. She helped lead her school's community
service club, served as CEO of a junior-year assistive
technology project and volunteered as a math and SAT
tutor. She also contributed her time as a camp counsel-
or at a STEM-based academy and as an intern at the
Charlton Public Library.

Now studying engineering and computer science
at UMass Lowell, Metcalf hopes to pursue robotics
and assistive technology. Her interests point toward an
important understanding of what education can accom-
plish. Technical knowledge is valuable, but its greatest
potential is realized when it is applied to improving
people's lives.

An engineering solution does not have to involve an
enormous invention or a multimillion-dollar research
project to be meaningful. Sometimes it begins with
recognizing that someone else experiences an ordinary
activity differently and asking what could make that
experience better. That is precisely the kind of thinking
communities should encourage in young people.

Metcalf's scouting record also reflects a willingness
to accept responsibility. Since joining in 2022, she
has served as a patrol leader and troop guide, earned
41 merit badges and received honors recognizing her
outdoor accomplishments.

Her achievement also speaks well of Troop 163
and the adults and fellow scouts who help create
opportunities for young people to develop leadership
skills. Organizations such as Scouting America pro-
vide something that cannot always be replicated in a
classroom: the chance to identify a real community
need, organize a response and see a project through to
completion.

The benefits extend far beyond the individual earn-
ing an award. They reach the people who use the
improved trail, the younger scouts who see an example
worth following and the broader community that gains
another dedicated volunteer and future leader.

As communities throughout southern Worcester
County consider how to improve recreational spaces
and expand opportunities for residents of all abilities,
Metcalf's project offers a useful example.

Accessibility is not simply a matter of meeting
requirements. It is about recognizing that neighbors
have different needs and ensuring that those differences
do not unnecessarily limit their opportunities.

Congratulations are certainly in order for Lydia
Metcalf on earning the rank of Eagle Scout. More
importantly, her accomplishment deserves appreciation
for the values it represents.

The most meaningful measure of leadership is
not always how far someone advances personally.
Sometimes it is how much easier they make the path
for the people who follow.

Letter submission policy

Letters to the Editor must include the author’s
name, address, and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order to be considered
for publication. Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the required
information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to
determine whether a submission satisfies our
requirements and decency standards, and any
submission may be rejected at any time for any
reason he or she might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Is FIRE right for you? What early retirement really takes

The idea has never been more appealing: quit
your 9-to-5 decades ahead of schedule and spend
your days on your own terms. You may have heard
of the FIRE movement, but what is it really and
does the hype live up to reality?

FIRE stands for Financial Independence, Retire

* You may need to bridge the retirement benefit

FINANCIAL gap. Medicare covers many healthcare costs for retir-

Focus ees 65+, but if you retire early, you'll need to find and
————————— | pay for health insurance until you become eligible.
TREVOR | You'll also need to rely more heavily on personal
NIELSEN | savings for longer before claiming Social Security

Early. While some FIRE advocates focus on retir-
ing early, others are more interested in achieving
enough financial independence to gain greater flexibility over their
career, lifestyle, and future.

Wherever your goal fall on that spectrum, FIRE is typically built
around three commitments: high savings, frugal living, and disci-
plined investing. Proponents generally save from 50-75% of their
yearly income, according to CNBC Select, live more frugally, and
invest those savings for growth potential over time.

Why FIRE resonates with some people

e It can help you prioritize. While you may want a long and suc-
cessful career, you may instead prioritize earlier retirement or a path
that allows you more time with family, a more meaningful job, or a
downshift from your current daily grind.

e It advocates for some sound financial principles. Living with-
in your means, saving for your goals, and investing for long-term
growth potential can help build a solid financial foundation.

e It helps you set a strategy for the future. Achieving your retire-
ment goal is easier when you've defined what you want retirement to
look like and built a strategy to help achieve it.

What to consider before pursuing FIRE

* Your budget may change. Future expenses may look different
than they do today. Family obligations, emergencies, and other life
changes can increase the amount you'll need in early retirement.

benefits. Because Social Security benefits are gener-
ally based on your highest 35 earning years, retiring
early may result in a lower benefit than if you'd continued working.

* Your flexibility may be limited. Market declines can be particular-
ly challenging in retirement. One way to help weather a decline is by
reducing spending, but a lean budget with more necessary expenses
may leave you with fewer options to adjust your spending.

* Your strategy should be personalized. Many FIRE proponents
advocate for rules of thumb like the 4% withdrawal rate and saving
25 times your annual expenses. However, retiring earlier than normal
means your savings must support a longer retirement, and inflation
has a larger impact. Therefore, your withdrawal rate may need to
be lower and your planned savings higher than traditional rules of
thumb, and those targets should be personalized to you.

Start planning now

Whether your goal is early retirement or a more traditional path,
a financial advisor can help you with a plan for your goals and the
path ahead.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

The trouble with being almost ready

I've come to believe that one of the great mys-
teries of human existence is the difference between
being ready to leave the house and actually leaving
it. These are two entirely separate accomplishments.

LANTERNS ALONG
MAIN STREET

heavy. Then I wonder whether I ought to bring it
anyway. At some point, I find myself standing in the
kitchen holding two coats, trying to make a decision
that should not require the wisdom of Solomon.

I can be showered, dressed, wearing my shoes,
and standing beside the front door with my keys in

By CHARLES

What bothers me most is that none of this seems
particularly unreasonable while it's happening. Every

hand, fully convinced that departure is imminent.
Twenty minutes later, I may still be there.

I don't know exactly when leaving the house became such an
elaborate production. When I was younger, I remember being able
to decide to go somewhere and simply go. There was very little cer-
emony involved.

Nowadays, a trip to the hardware store can require the sort of prepa-
ration once reserved for an expedition across the Atlantic.

First, I need to find my glasses. This is complicated by the fact that
I'may already be wearing them, although that possibility rarely occurs
to me until I've searched two rooms and accused an innocent family
member of moving them.

Then comes the question of my wallet. I have a designated place
for my wallet. I know where that place is. Unfortunately, my wallet
apparently does not share my commitment to the arrangement.

The keys are another matter entirely. My wife has suggested that I
put them in the same place every time I come home. This is excellent
advice, and I intend to start following it one of these years.

Once everything has been located, I begin what I call the final
inspection. Did I turn off the coffee maker? Is the back door locked?
Did I leave a light on upstairs? Where did I put the list of things I was
supposed to buy?

That last question is particularly troublesome because I generally
remember making the list. I can picture myself writing it. I can even
recall being rather pleased with my organizational skills. What I can-
not remember is where I put the blasted thing.

My wife, meanwhile, has developed a remarkable ability to recog-
nize the warning signs of a delayed departure.

"Are you actually leaving?" she'll ask.

"Absolutely."

"Because you've been saying that for 15 minutes."

"I'm just checking something."

She doesn't ask what I'm checking anymore. I think she's decided
it's better not to know.

And then, of course, comes the weather. Here in New England,
the temperature outside can bear little resemblance to what the
thermometer suggested when I first looked at it. A pleasant October
morning can become a chilly afternoon before a fellow has finished
his errands. So I go back for a jacket. Then I decide the jacket is too

individual step makes sense. Naturally, I should have
my wallet. Obviously, I need my keys. There's nothing foolish about
checking that the doors are locked. It's only when you add everything
together that the absurdity becomes apparent. I suspect this is true of
a great many things in life.

We complicate perfectly ordinary tasks by adding one more pre-
caution, one more consideration, one more little detail that absolutely
must be addressed before we can proceed. We do it with errands,
home projects, vacations, and sometimes even conversations.

There's always one more thing to think about. I've noticed that
some people seem entirely immune to this condition. They announce
they're leaving, pick up their belongings, and walk out the door.

I regard these individuals with a mixture of admiration and suspi-
cion. Surely, they've forgotten something. Yet somehow, they manage
to survive. Perhaps there's a lesson there about accepting that not
every detail needs to be settled before we get moving.

Life doesn't always require perfect preparation. Sometimes you
simply have to put on your shoes, grab your keys, and trust that the
rest will work itself out. I've been trying to adopt that philosophy
lately.

The other day, I had a few errands to run. I gathered my things,
checked the weather, and headed for the door.

My wife looked up from what she was doing.

"Going somewhere?"

"Yep. I'll be back in a little while."

And with that, I walked outside, climbed into the car, and started
the engine. It was a beautiful moment of personal triumph. I had final-
ly mastered the art of leaving the house without making a production
of it. Then I realized I had forgotten where I was going.

I sat there for a minute, considering my options. Eventually, I went
back inside.

My wife didn't even look surprised.

"Forget something?"

"Not exactly," I said. "I'm just making sure I leave for the right
reason."

She shook her head and went back to what she was doing.

I suppose there's still room for improvement. But at least I remem-
bered my keys.

To THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

Thank you to all who attended our Fall Special Town Meeting
on Monday, Oct. 19. It was great to see 386 people in attendance,
participating in the legislative body for the Town of Charlton. I
hope folks found the meeting to be open, fair, efficient and enjoy-
able. Thank you all for your kindness and patience as we worked
through the meeting together. I am in agreement the sound issues
were unacceptable and am immediately working with the town to
solve this problem before the Annual Town Meeting next May.

I have heard from many regarding starting on time and I so
appreciate the feedback and honesty. In my goal to ensure all voters
had opportunity to be checked in, I should have also balanced and

respected the folks who were there early enough to check in and be
seated on time. I will do better next time. Thank you all for your
continued kindness and support.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any comments,
questions or concerns: [Kenneth.Laferriere@TownofCharlton.net
]. T value the input of the public since Town Meeting is... the peo-
ple’s meeting!

See you on May 17, 2027 at 7 p.m. at Charlton Middle School
for our Annual Spring Town Meeting.

Kenny Laferriere
Town Moderator
Charlton

Why ’'m voting for Mike Minogue

To the Editor:

I first met Mike and Renee in April 2025, and my first impression
was a lasting one. Mike and I shook hands, introduced ourselves, and
he sincerely asked me what changes I’d like to see in Massachusetts.
As shy as I can be at times, I figured I had nothing to lose, so I rattled
off my list. (My passion for health and politics runs deep. Just come
to my salon and you’ll see!) I felt he truly listened and sincerely cares
about We the People. Renee, his smart and beautiful wife, was also so
personable and kind to me. As I walked away, I thought and prayed:
this is who our state needs.

That night, a friend of theirs, one of the many strong backbones
of his team, handed me her business card. We stayed in touch for
months, and I"ve apologized many times for “blowing up’ her phone.
Again, I figured I had nothing to lose, so I shared the truths I hear
from my dear friends and clients.

Then Mike announced his candidacy for Governor. I was elated,
and I was asked to be part of his team. I’m humbled and grateful to be
a part of this amazing team of positive, hardworking, caring people!

Mike is not a politician. He’s a family man, a leader, brilliant,
and a gentleman who doesn’t need to do this. He and his family are
genuine, and he wants to bring us all together for the greater good
of Massachusetts. He will lead with accountability. It starts with dia-
logue, because communication is the foundation of everything. As a
small business owner myself, I appreciate his AAOK common-sense
theme. Truth is truth.

There is so much division today, and it’s refreshing to have a
non-politician running for Governor who wants to bring us together.
He wants to bring his leadership, integrity, and compassion to Beacon
Hill. He’s a role model for many and for how our state should be led.
He listens to the grassroots of our state, just as he did with me, and he
understands that We the People are his boss, not the other way around.

Please vote for Mike, and let’s come together for the greater good
of our state.

Bonnie Seifert
Charlton
PS.: Mike, I still can’t do anything about your hair!



www .StonebridgePress.com

Thursday-Friday, October 29-30, 2026 « STONEBRIDGE PRESS *5

Joshua Hyde Public Library

306 Main St., Sturbridge

508-347-2512

mayent@cwmars.org

The library will be CLOSED on
Wednesday, November 11 for
VETERANS DAY.

The library will be CLOSING EARLY
at 4:00pm on Wednesday, November
25.

The library will be CLOSED
on Thursday, November 26 for
THANKSGIVING.

BASIC TECH HELP - Wednesdays
from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Bring your
own device or use one of our avail-
able computers and get your most
basic smartphone, tablet or computer
questions answered. Appointments are
encouraged.

STORY TIMES

Fall Baby Time - Mondays at 10:45am
through November 23. A story time
designed specifically for children 2
years and under.

Fall Toddler Time - Tuesdays at
10:45am through November 24. A
play-based story time where each week
brings something different.

Fall Story Time - Fridays at 10:45am
through November 27. Stories, songs,
rhymes, and a craft. Designed for chil-
dren ages 3 to 5 but open to all kids.

BOOK GROUPS - books are avail-
able for check out at the library.

AFTERNOON BOOK GROUP -
Tuesday, November 10 at 1:00pm. This
month’s book is “Life: A Love Story”
by Elizabeth Berg.

ARMCHAIR TRAVELERS BOOK
GROUP - Wednesday, November
18 at 6:30pm. This month’s book is
“The Overstory” by Richard Powers.
Discussion will be led by Francesca
DePalma.

WORLD BUILDING BOOK CLUB
- Tuesday, November 17 at 6:30pm.
This month’s book is “Kill the Farm
Boy” by Delilah S. Dawson and Kevin
Hearne.

EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

ARTHUR’S 30-DAY READING
CHALLENGE

November 1 through November 30

Everyone's favorite aardvark, Arthur,
is turning 30 this year! To celebrate,
the JHPL will be taking part in Arthur's
30-Day Reading Challenge. Kids ages
4 to 12 are invited to stop by the
Children's Room anytime after October
26 to sign up. The objective is to see
if they can read for 30 minutes each
day in November. We will be provid-
ing reading trackers, suggested reading
lists, and fun Arthur-themed bonuses
throughout the month. Registration is
required.

MARVELOUS
SCAVENGER HUNT

November 2026

Stop by the Children's Room any
time during November to complete a
moth themed scavenger hunt and win a
small prize.

MOTHS

SHANNON MCKENNA SCHMIDT
DISCUSSES “THE FIRST LADY OF
WORLD WAR II”

Virtual - Monday, November 2 at
7:00pm

Shannon McKenna will be discussing
her book, "The First Lady of World War
II: Eleanor Roosevelt's Daring Journey
to the Frontlines and Back" - the first
book to tell the full story of Eleanor
Roosevelt's unprecedented and coura-
geous trip to the Pacific Theater during
World War II. We'll discuss how the
trip impacted the war effort, Eleanor,
and the world. This is a virtual event
and registration is required to receive

the link. Sponsored by the Friends of
the Ashland Public Library.

FESTIVE HOLIDAY SOUPS

Tuesday, November 3 at 6:30pm

Whether it's for a holiday meal, a
get-together with friends or a quiet
night at home, come learn how to
make festive soups and taste test a cou-
ple. Get recipes for Butternut Squash
and Ginger, Roasted Red Bell Pepper,
Pumpkin Soup with Lentils, Beet and
Apple Soup with Horseradish Cream,
and more! Registration is required.

WOMEN OF THE AMERICAN
RENAISSANCE: MARY MOODY
EMERSON AND SARAH ALDEN
BRADFORD RIPLEY

Wednesday, November 4 at 2:00pm

Presented by Ellen Duzak, this proj-
ect shines a light on the little-known
stories of inspiring women of Concord,
MA during the American Renaissance of
the 1800's. This presentation focuses on
Mary Moody Emerson and Sarah Alden
Bradford Ripley. Each had a powerful
influence on the Transcendental philos-
ophy of Ralph Waldo Emerson and the
education and inspiration for a gener-
ation of men and women. Registration
is required.

This program is supported in part by
a grant from the Sturbridge Cultural
Council, a local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

MAKE-IT MONDAYS:
BEAR CATERPILLARS

Monday, November 9 at 3:30pm

Kids, ages 7 to 12, will use yarn
and pipe cleaners to make their own
friendly, fuzzy woolly bear caterpillars.
Registration is required.

WOOLY

PUZZLE SWAP

Tuesday, November 10 from 5:00pm
to 7:00pm

Puzzle Swap. You can bring puzzles
to swap, or just come and take puzzles
that people have already donated. We
are accepting puzzles of all sizes and
for all age groups! Bring donated puz-
zles starting October 26, or on the day
of the swap. There will be a puzzle set
up for people to work on cooperatively
during the 2 hours.

USS CONSTITUTION: HISTORY &
THE 1812 MARINE GUARD

Thursday, November 12 at 6:30pm

This presentation will focus on the
history of the USS Constitution as well
as weaponry, clothing, and uniforms
of the period. The 1812 Marine Guard
is the period Marine Guard for USS
Constitution “Old Ironsides” and is
considered such by the US Navy. The
1812 Marine Guard is primarily a ship
board unit.

Presenting is Henry Rodrigues, a
retired US Navy Chief Petty Officer,
having served for 24 years includ-
ing a tour of duty aboard the USS
Constitution. He will be joined by
Laura McCarthy who will present on
textiles.

UNCOVERING THE PLYMOUTH
BLITZ - RESEARCHING AND
REMEMBERING ONE OF WW2'S
DEADLIEST AIR RAIDS

Virtual - Wednesday, November 18
at 7:00pm

Author and researcher Michael
C. McLaughlin, Associate Fellow
of the Royal Historical Society and
PhD Candidate at the University of
Plymouth, UK, will provide an inti-
mate, behind-the-scenes look into the
history and making of his new book,
“Plymouth Blitz: The Bombing of
Portland Square & the Devastation of
a City”. This is a virtual event and reg-
istration is required to receive the link.
Sponsored by the Tewksbury Public

Library.

JHPL KID’S LAB: CRANBERRY
CHEMISTRY

Thursday, November 19 at 3:30pm

Kids will investigate chemical reac-
tions and the properties of physics
in this dual experiment! Together we
will make cranberry oobleck and then
we will write secret messages using
the cranberry juice! Registration is
required.

POKEMON CLUB

Thursday, November 19 at 6:00pm

Young Pokémon fans, ages 5 to 12,
and their caregivers are invited to join
us for themed activities and fun. Kids
can bring their card collections to
play the official TCG game or simply
show off their favorites. Registration
is required.

MAKE-IT MONDAYS: DECODEN

PICTURE FRAMES
Monday, November 23 at 3:30pm
Kids, ages 7 to 12, will learn about
the Japanese crafting style decoden.
They will create a trinket filled picture
frame for one of their favorite photos.
Registration is required.

MORE HOLIDAY ROMANCE
BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS WITH

BOOKLIST REVIEWER, JOHN
CHARES

Virtual - Monday, November 30 at
7:00pm

With the holidays right around the
corner, take a minute (or an hour)
to relax and find some good holiday
romance reads. John Charles will give
us his "best of" list of 2026 that will
have your TBR pile tipping over and
your holidays spent cozying up to a
good book. This program is sponsored
by the Friends of the Ashland Public
Library.

The trouble with being almost ready

I've come to believe
that one of the great
mysteries of human
existence is the differ-
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finished his errands. So
I go back for a jacket.
Then I decide the jacket
is too heavy. Then I won-

ence between being
ready to leave the house

By CHARLES

der whether I ought to
bring it anyway. At some

and actually leaving it.
These are two entirely separate accom-
plishments.

I can be showered, dressed, wear-
ing my shoes, and standing beside the
front door with my keys in hand, fully
convinced that departure is imminent.
Twenty minutes later, [ may still be there.

I don't know exactly when leaving the
house became such an elaborate produc-
tion. When I was younger, I remember
being able to decide to go somewhere
and simply go. There was very little cer-
emony involved.

Nowadays, a trip to the hardware store
can require the sort of preparation once
reserved for an expedition across the
Atlantic.

First, I need to find my glasses. This
is complicated by the fact that I may
already be wearing them, although that
possibility rarely occurs to me until I've
searched two rooms and accused an inno-
cent family member of moving them.

Then comes the question of my wallet.
I have a designated place for my wallet. I
know where that place is. Unfortunately,
my wallet apparently does not share my
commitment to the arrangement.

The keys are another matter entirely.
My wife has suggested that I put them in
the same place every time I come home.
This is excellent advice, and I intend to
start following it one of these years.

Once everything has been located, I
begin what I call the final inspection.
Did I turn off the coffee maker? Is the
back door locked? Did I leave a light
on upstairs? Where did I put the list of
things I was supposed to buy?

That last question is particularly trou-
blesome because I generally remember
making the list. I can picture myself
writing it. I can even recall being rather
pleased with my organizational skills.
What I cannot remember is where I put
the blasted thing.

My wife, meanwhile, has developed
a remarkable ability to recognize the
warning signs of a delayed departure.

"Are you actually leaving?" she'll ask.

"Absolutely."

"Because you've been saying that for
15 minutes."

"I'm just checking something."

She doesn't ask what I'm checking
anymore. I think she's decided it's bet-
ter not to know.

And then, of course, comes the
weather. Here in New England, the
temperature outside can bear little
resemblance to what the thermometer
suggested when I first looked at it. A
pleasant October morning can become
a chilly afternoon before a fellow has

point, I find myself stand-
ing in the kitchen holding two coats,
trying to make a decision that should
not require the wisdom of Solomon.

What bothers me most is that none
of this seems particularly unreasonable
while it's happening. Every individual
step makes sense. Naturally, I should
have my wallet. Obviously, I need my
keys. There's nothing foolish about
checking that the doors are locked. It's
only when you add everything together
that the absurdity becomes apparent.
I suspect this is true of a great many
things in life.

We complicate perfectly ordinary
tasks by adding one more precaution,
one more consideration, one more little
detail that absolutely must be addressed
before we can proceed. We do it with
errands, home projects, vacations, and
sometimes even conversations.

There's always one more thing to
think about. I've noticed that some
people seem entirely immune to this
condition. They announce they're leav-
ing, pick up their belongings, and walk
out the door.

I regard these individuals with a
mixture of admiration and suspicion.
Surely, they've forgotten something.
Yet somehow, they manage to survive.
Perhaps there's a lesson there about
accepting that not every detail needs to
be settled before we get moving.

Life doesn't always require perfect
preparation. Sometimes you simply
have to put on your shoes, grab your
keys, and trust that the rest will work
itself out. I've been trying to adopt that
philosophy lately.

The other day, I had a few errands to
run. I gathered my things, checked the
weather, and headed for the door.

My wife looked up from what she
was doing.

"Going somewhere?"

"Yep. I'll be back in a little while."

And with that, I walked outside, climbed
into the car, and started the engine. It was
a beautiful moment of personal triumph.
I had finally mastered the art of leaving
the house without making a production of
it. Then I realized I had forgotten where I
was going.

I sat there for a minute, considering my
options. Eventually, I went back inside.

My wife didn't even look surprised.

"Forget something?"

"Not exactly," I said. "I'm just making
sure I leave for the right reason."

She shook her head and went back to
what she was doing.

I suppose there's still room for improve-
ment. But at least [ remembered my keys.
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St. Anne and St. Patrick Parish to celebrate 140th anniversary with special dinner

STURBRIDGE — St. Anne and St.
Patrick Parish invites the public to cel-
ebrate its 140th anniversary at a special
dinner on Wednesday, April 14, 2027,
at the Publick House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge. The event runs from 5 to 9
p.m., with cocktail hour from 5:30 to 6:30
p-m. A cash bar will be available.

Tickets are $75 per person and include
a plated dinner and dessert. Tickets are
available online at stannestpatrickparish.
com/event-tickets or by calling the parish
office at 508-347-7338.

The dinner menu includes a mixed green
salad with house-made maple vinaigrette
dressing and the Publick House’s famous
pecan sweet rolls and dinner rolls. Guests
can choose from three entrée options:
butter crumb scrod with lemon-dill sauce;
orchard chicken with cornbread-sausage
stuffing and a velvety cider-cream sauce;
or butternut squash ravioli with julienne
vegetables and a creamy Amaretto sauce,
a vegetarian option. Dessert will be deep-
dish apple pie with ice cream.

“We are grateful to celebrate 140 years

of faith, prayer, and community at St.
Anne and St. Patrick Parish,” said Father
Sal Musande, pastor. “This anniversary
dinner will be a wonderful opportunity
to bring people together in celebration of

our parish’s rich history and continued
mission. We are also pleased to welcome
special guests who will join us for this
milestone occasion. We invite parishio-
ners, former parishioners, friends, and
members of the wider community to cel-
ebrate with us.”

For 140 years, St. Anne and St. Patrick
Parish has served as a place of worship,
prayer, and community in the Sturbridge
area. The anniversary celebration honors
the generations of parishioners, clergy,
and supporters who have helped shape
its history and sustain its mission. The
dinner offers an opportunity to reflect on
this legacy while looking forward to the
parish’s future.

St. Anne and St. Patrick Parish offers
daily Mass, religious education, and a
variety of community ministries. Visitors
are welcome to explore St. Anne Shrine,
the Memorial for the Unborn, the Hall
of Saints, the Russian Icon Exhibit, the
Votive Chapel, the Generations Statue,
and the Angel of Hope Monument. The
Daily Rosary is recited at 3 p.m. in St.

Pasta dinner to benefit Wreaths Across America

HOLLAND — The town of Holland
will once again be taking part in the
Annual “Wreaths Across America” cam-
paign on Dec. 19. Our local group is
raising money to purchase 200 wreaths
to lay on the graves of our military men
and women in the Holland cemetery.

On Friday, Nov. 6, we are hosting a
pasta dinner at the Holland Community
Center (40 Brimfield Rd- Holland, MA)
to raise funds to purchase the wreaths.

Tickets ($15) are on sale now by
texting Kathy at 413-265-3640, or stop-
ping by the Holland Community Center
Monday thru Thursday from 10 am until
5 p.m. This event has been sold out in
past years, and we cannot guarantee
that we will have tickets available at
the door.

The mission of “Wreaths Across
America” is to: “Remember the Fallen.
Honor those who serve. Teach the next
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Anne’s Church, and weekend Masses
are celebrated in the parish’s outdoor
pavilion during the summer. The parish’s
religious gift shop is open daily from 10
am.to 5 p.m.

St. Nicholas Albanian
Orthodox Church

taking orders for traditional

pies, ethnic delicacies

generation the value of freedom.” On
Dec. 19, there will be 5,200 locations in

all 50 states and around the world taking
part in the wreath laying ceremony.

The Tantasqua Warrior varsity golf team defended its D2 West District title on Monday, Oct. 19 by outscoring local favorite Mount Greylock by two
shots. The final score was 324 to 326 in favor of the Warriors. Team members counting for Tantasqua included seniors Andrew Weeden, Wyatt Fay, and
juniors Connor Howe and Tyler Phillips. All four players shot 81. Tantasqua advanced to the State Championship on Monday, Oct. 26 at Franklin C.C.

Courtesy Photo

Community

Connectzon

SOUTHBRIDGE St.  Nicholas
Albanian Orthodox Church is inviting area
residents to enjoy a taste of traditional
Albanian cuisine with a special sale of
homemade-style pies and ethnic delica-
cies, with orders being accepted through
Wednesday, Nov. 4.

The church, located at 126 Morris St.
in Southbridge, is offering a selection of
savory pies and traditional pastries and
cookies, providing an opportunity for res-
idents to bring some distinctive flavors to
their holiday tables.

The menu features four varieties of
savory pies: spinach, leek, sauerkraut and
squash. Whole pies, measuring 12 by 17
inches, are available baked or unbaked and
frozen for $45 each. Half pies, measuring
12 by 9 inches, are available baked only for
$23 each.

In addition to the pies, the church is
offering an assortment of ethnic delicacies,
including rolled baklava and kadaif for $3
each, twist cookies at four for $4, date-nut
filled cookies for $2.50 each, and kourabias,
traditional butter cookies, at four for $5.

The selection offers both savory and
sweet options for family gatherings, holiday
celebrations or anyone interested in sam-
pling traditional foods associated with the
region's Albanian heritage.

All purchases are available by advance
order and takeout only. The deadline to
place an order is Nov. 4, and no orders will
be accepted after that date.

Orders will be available for pickup
Monday, Nov. 23, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church,
126 Morris St., Southbridge.

To place an order, call 508-764-6226 and
leave a name and telephone number. Callers
will receive confirmation of their orders.

With Thanksgiving approaching, the sale
provides an opportunity for local families to
add traditional Albanian dishes and desserts
to their holiday meals while supporting a
Southbridge religious institution.

MorsellumbeRCo*plnc?

Building Materials & Supplies h

Lumber * Insulation * Mouldings
Drywall » Ceilings  Flooring
Hardware * Cements * Siding * Roofing
Windows * Doors * Concrete Block

Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn ° Dimension Lumber
Boards * Timbers * Industrial Lumber
"""" .
994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line

Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Covmies JEWELERS

WE BUY GOLD

Trusted with
Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and
more since 1947!

42 Gentral St, Southhridge MA
(5081 764-1415 | www.Cormiers.com

\fOT' 11N JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts
The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER (JJ©) JEWELERS" Bl

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

=]

570 MAIN STREET . RT 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * Fax: 508-347- 6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Advertlsm

Informatlon

Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

press.news

East Brookﬁeld, Massachusetts

Retail Guts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

e

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Trunk or Treat returns to Major General Salem Towne Masonic Lodge!

BY BRO. JIMMY

FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM
TOWNE MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE

SOUTHBRIDGE
The
General
Towne
Lodge

Salem
Masonic
(MGSTL)

Community §

Major -

Outreach Program [= -

hosts this popu-
lar annual event.
Children and adults
are encouraged to
wear Halloween
costumes and col-
lect candy and treats
from decorated vehi-
cles in the lodge’s
Southbridge parking

CCUMC

CHARLTON —
Charlton City United
Methodist Church is
hosting their deli-

Courtesy Photo

Children and adults in Halloween costumes enjoy last year’s Trunk or Treat in the MGST Lodge park-
ing lot. Join the fun this weekend at the MGST Masonic Lodge, 339 Ashland Ave. in Southbridge.

offers mouthwatering turkey dinner Nov. 21

cious annual Turkey
Dinner on Saturday,
Nov. 21 from 5-6:30
pm. On the menu

will be their famous
turkey dinner with all
the fixings! Turkey,
mashed  potatoes

Winter Coat Closet opens

SOUTHBRIDGE
— The Winter Coat
Closet, an ecu-
menical  project,
sponsored by local
churches and locat-
ed at Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church,
446 Hamilton St.,
Southbridge, will
be open Saturdays

Familg Dining & Gift Guide

~ A

from Oct. 31 to Dec.
19. The hours are
9:30 — 11:30 a.m.
We have new &
gently used warm
winter coats for
men, women and
children. The coats
are free but limited
to one per person.
All are welcome to

come browse our
racks and try some-
thing on! We also
have a number of
scarves, hats and
mittens.
Donations  are
accepted at the Coat
Closet on Saturdays
when we are open
or at the office.

% Too Busy to Cook?

_f =Y Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
- Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mi

CHARLIES

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 10/30 & SATURDAY 10/31

HALIBUT

AFTER 5PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift

508-885-4033

OI’dS www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

idgepr

with gravy, peas
with pearl onions,
stuffing, butternut
squash, cranberry

Oct. 31

Please call and
leave a message
for Chris at Holy
Trinity Church 508-
765-9559.

The Winter Coat
Closet is happy to
be in its 19th year
of helping people in
our community stay
warm!

.news to advertise on this page.

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Yankee
Magazine’s Choice
for Best New
England Cuisine!

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN
260WestMainStreet, WestBrookfield, MA0O1585

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

Open Thurs - Sat 4-8 See Our
Facebook

Sunday 12-5 page for

. . Tavern

Hexmark Tavern is Open Thurs. & Fri. 4-8 Syl
www.salemcrossinn.com |

(508)867-2345

w [resh

Salad Bar

Q Hot Entrees

&% Canving Station
Q Dessert Station

¢ Non-Alcoholic Beverages Included

o Alcohol Available for Purchase

* Free Validated Parking

*DINNER*

at Maxwell Luciano’s » Union Station
5 .\M e

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH 2026
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Join us for a heartwarming Thanksgiving celebration
in the heart of Worcester. ¥

PRICING

(Prices subject to tips and tax)

Adults
Kids 6-12
Kids 2-5

$38.95
$24.95
$17.95

Reserve your table today!

® 508-755-1200 (¥ 508-755-6408

- RESERVE NOW -

sauce and dinner rolls
with butter, followed
by homemade pump-
kin pie topped with
whipped cream!

$15.00/adult,
$8.00/children  six
to 12, free for chil-
dren five and under
with a $50 max per
family. Always a sell
out so reservations or
take out are recom-
mended by calling
508 248-7379. Please
leave your name and
number in case we
need to reach you.
CCUMC is located
at 74 Stafford St.,
Charlton. Our build-
ing is fully handicap
accessible with ample
parking.

Troop 163 to hold
drive-thru baked

potato fundraiser

STURBRIDGE
Troop 163 of
Sturbridge will hold
its annual drive-thru
baked potato fund-
raiser on Sunday,
Nov. 15 at the
Bethlehem Lutheran
Church in Sturbridge
from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Each meal will
include a baked potato
with assorted toppings
(sour cream, cheese,
bacon bits, and green
onions), a cup of soup
or chili, and a dessert.
Tickets are $12 each;
a family pack of four
meals is $44.

Tickets must
be purchased in
advance, and can
be ordered by con-
tacting a scout in the
troop or by emailing
Troop163Sturbridge
@gmail.com.

lot.
The event will

{ take place Saturday,

Oct. 31, from 1 to 4
p.m. at 339 Ashland
Ave. in Southbridge.
Children can col-
lect treats as they
visit each decorated
vehicle, while pass-
ing drivers honk
in support. Lodge

members, their fam-
ilies and friends, and
Nichols College stu-
dent volunteers con-
tribute their time and
resources to make
this  spooktacular
event possible for
children across sur-
rounding communi-
ties. Sponsored by
the Freemasons of

Southbridge, Trunk
or Treat is open to
everyone and is
being held by dispen-
sation of the Most
Worshipful Grand
Master of Boston.
To learn more about
Freemasonry or find
a lodge near you,
visit www.massfree-
masonry.org.

Charlton City UMC welcomes
Voices of the Master

CHARLTON
Charlton City United
Methodist Church
will be hosting an
afternoon of uplift-
ing music by the
well known artists,
Voices of the Master,
on Nov. 14 from
2-4 p.m. They are a

music ministry of the
Greenville Baptist
Church. Admission
is free but there will
be a free will offer-
ing. The music starts
at 2 p.m., followed
by a time of fellow-
ship, conversation
with the artists and

light refreshments.

Charlton  City
UMC is located
at 74 Stafford St.,
Charlton, and is
handicapped acces-
sible with lots of
free parking. For any
questions, please call
508 248-7379.

Rory Herrick represented Tantasqua and Massachusetts on Sunday at
Mohegan Sun in the New England Girls' Championship as one of the 12
qualifiers from the state. She shot a 7-over par 78 to finish tied for 5th place
and only 2 shots out of 1st. Herrick will finish off her high school golf career
in the spring as she competes in the girls' district tournament in June.

Courtesy Photo

HUGE SALE

Halloween Jewlery, Clothing, Decor
NEW ARRIVALS-
Amigurumi Crochet Kits
Gorgeous Tote Bags (sm~med~Irg)
Unique Inexpensive Gifts Selection
Open 10:00am-4:00pm Wed. thru Sat.

IBrodticts

Jesineets & Treastines

559 Main St., Fiskdale(Sturbridge), MA 01518

Ashley and Lancer

LIVING ROOM e

e 3
Sejljeesso e
sohl Ilgo f
Our finest lines will include Co,hé"ples,o"
Names like €.
La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!|

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville ¢ 508-234-8777
FREE REMOVAL ¢ FREE DELIVERY :
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5 &
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LEGALS

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given of a public hear-
ing to be held in the George Parent
Community Room, second floor of the
Town Hall on Monday, November 16,
2026, at 10:00 a.m. in regards to the
application of Ramon Salazar Disla
d/b/a RS Auto Group, 128 Charlton
St., for the issuance of a Wholesaler
Class Il License. Those wishing to
speak regarding this application will be
given an opportunity to be heard.
This notice is also published electron-
ically on www.stonebridgepress.com
and on www.masspublicnotice.org
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
John D. Jovan Jr., Town Manager
Licensing Authority
October 29, 2026

Planning Board

Public Hearing
In accordance with the provisions of In
accordance with MGL Ch. 40A, and the
Town of Brimfield Zoning Bylaw section
7, the Planning Board will be holding
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2026, at 8:00 p.m. at Hitchcock
Academy located at 2 Brookfield Rd.
Brimfield, MA 01010.
The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider a Site Plan Review application
for Lawrence Bronner of Brimfield LLC
who is looking to add an additional
storage building for Parcel: 9/B/9 lo-
cated at 338 Palmer Rd. Brimfield, MA
01010.
David Killian
Planning Board Chair
October 22, 2026
October 29, 2026

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
STURBRIDGE PLANNING BOARD
PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENT

In accordance with the provisions of
MGL Chapter 40A, Section 5, the Stur-
bridge Planning Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on Monday, November 9,
2026 at 6:35 PM in the Center Office
Building 2nd Floor, located at 301
Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
and/or by virtual means if circum-
stances warrant, in accordance with
applicable law, to consider amend-
ments to the Town’s Zoning Bylaw.
The proposal would amend the Zoning
Bylaw by inserting a new Article XXI
Temporary Moratorium on Data Cen-
ters

Section 300-21.1 PURPOSE

In recent years, the introduction of Data
Centers in many areas of the United
States has introduced new challenges
for communities, creating substantial
demands on energy and water sup-
plies and causing environmental dis-
turbances, including noise. The Town
needs time to study and consider the
regulation of Data Centers in light of
the land use considerations they raise
and potential negative impacts they
can cause to communities.

Section 300-21.2 DEFINITION

“Data Center” shall mean: “A facility
composed of networked computers,
storage systems, and computing re-
sources that is used to process, store,
and disseminate large amounts of
data, and that such a facility is either a
principal use or is used in a standalone
capacity”.

Section 300-21.3 TEMPORARY
MORATORIUM - DURATION

For the reasons set forth above and
notwithstanding any other provision
of the Zoning Bylaw to the contrary,
the Town of Sturbridge hereby en-
acts a temporary moratorium on the
application for and on the use, build-
ing or installation of Data Centers, as
defined herein. The moratorium shall
be in effect through September 30,
2027. During the moratorium period,
the Town shall undertake a planning
process to address the effects of such
structures and uses in the Town and to
enact bylaws in a manner consistent
with sound land use planning goals
and objectives.

The purpose of this temporary morato-
rium is to provide the Town with tem-
porary time to develop and adopt ap-
propriate zoning regulations specific to
this rapidly evolving technology. Data
centers are significantly different from
traditional utility or industrial uses and
raise unique considerations related to
environmental impacts and compatibil-
ity with surrounding land uses.
Additionally, this moratorium will allow
sufficient time to study best practices,
review updated state guidance and fire
code requirements, consult with public
safety officials, and engage the public,
while preventing development propos-
als that could outpace local regula-
tions. The moratorium is a temporary
pause only and is intended to result in
a well-crafted bylaw that provides clear
standards and predictability for appli-
cants while protecting public health,
safety, and welfare. Presently the Town
has no zoning bylaw adequately ad-
dressing these issues.

During the time of this moratorium the
Planning Board will work to develop
and enact Bylaws in a manner con-
sistent with sound land use planning

goals and objectives. This moratorium
shall be in effect through September
30, 2027 or the date on which the Town
adopts amendment to the bylaw con-
cerning Data Centers, whichever first
occurs.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of
2021, this meeting will be conducted in
person and may be conducted via re-
mote means if circumstance warrant,
in accordance with applicable law. This
means

that members of the public body as
well as members of the public may
access this meeting in person, or
via virtual means. https:/meet.goto.
com/619527397

Every effort will be made to ensure that
the public can adequately access the
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are
unable to do so, despite best efforts,
we will post of the Town’s website an
audio or video recording, transcript, or
other comprehensive record of the pro-
ceedings as soon as possible after the
meeting.

Charles Blanchard

Chairperson

October 22, 2026

October 29, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P3422EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Jeffrey Pontbriand
Date of Death: 08/11/2007
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Judith Nickerson of Marshfield
MA requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Judith Nickerson of Marshfield MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
11/17/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 19, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

October 29, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P3423EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Lorna Lynn Pontbriand
Date of Death: 09/09/2023
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment
has been filed by Judith Nickerson
of Marshfield MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as requested
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: .
Judith Nickerson of Marshfield MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of

the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
11/17/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 19, 2026

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

October 29, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2292EA
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
Estate of:

Joseph P Graves
Date of Death: 04/05/2025
A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Wade Graves of Southbridge MA
rrequesting that the court enter a for-
mal Decree of Complete Settlement
including the allowance ‘of a final ac-
count such relief as may be request-
ed in the Petition. IMPORTANT NO-
TICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at
the court. You have a right to object
to this proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 11/17/2026. This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 29, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 29, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE

Lein Sale
Request a Notice of Lein Sale be Pub-
lished on the following listed Units
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 616
Dennis Curboy
99 Elm Street, Apt. 2
Southbridge, MA 01550
Household & Misc, ltems
Unit No 273
Henry Skiba
126 North Street
Ware, MA 01082
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 014
Shawn Gillette
49 Eden Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 259
Simeon Paresky
P.O. Box 402
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 005
Corey Varnum
426 Cronin Rd
West Brookfield, MA 01585
Household & Misc, Items
October 15, 2026
October 22, 2026
October 29, 2026

Town of Sturbridge
Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Hearing Notice Special Per-
mit
Liam Ferguson
In accordance with the provisions
of M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Zoning
Board of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Wednesday, November
18, 2026 at 6:35 PM at the Center

Office Building located at 301 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 and/
or by virtual means if circumstances
warrant, in accordance with applica-
ble law; on the application of Liam
Ferguson.

The applicant is requesting a Spe-
cial Permit pursuant to Article XVIlI
§300-18.2 and a Finding pursuant to
Article XV §300-15.2A of the Zoning
Bylaw to expand, change or alter a
pre-existing, non-conforming use or
structure for the property located at
51 Bennetts Road. The applicant is
requesting a Special Permit to con-
struct a 1,140 sq. ft. garage that will
be located within 15’ of both side
property lines, where 20’ is allowed.
No other non-conformities will be in-
tensified as a result of the proposed
construction.

The proposed request can be viewed
at https://www.sturbridge.gov/zon-
ing-board-appeals/pages/recent-fil-
ings or arrangements can be made
to view the application packet by
contacting the Sturbridge Planning
Department.

Any person interested or wishing to
be heard on this proposal should ap-
pear at the time and place designat-
ed. Members of the public may watch
the meeting online via the Town’s on
demand video broadcast or via cable
television on Channel 191.

It is the intent to have this Public
Hearing in person. However, if cir-
cumstances warrant, the Board may
choose to hold this Hearing via vir-
tual or hybrid (in person and virtual)
means.

In the event of a virtual or hybrid
meeting, please follow this link:
https://meet.goto.com/619527397.
Please note that the meeting/hearing
will not be suspended or terminated
if technological problems interrupt
the virtual broadcast, unless other-
wise required by law.

Diane Trapasso, Chair

Sturbridge Zoning Board of Appeals
October 29, 2026

November 5, 2026

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing
Application for Site Plan Approval
NBM Realty, LLC
In accordance with the provisions of
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, November 9, 2026 at 6:45
PM in the Center Office Building lo-
cated at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge,
MA 01566 and/or by virtual means if
circumstances warrant, in accordance
with applicable law; on the application
of NBM Realty, LLC for the property lo-

cated at 152 Main Street.

The applicant requests Site Plan Ap-
proval as required by the Sturbridge
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan
Review, to construct two 3-story, 2,323
sq. ft. multi-family residential buildings
and associated paved parking per the
plans and specifications submitted
for the property located at 152 Main
Street, Sturbridge.

The parcel is currently developed with
two 2-story multi-family residential
buildings, a paved parking area and a
gravel parking area. The existing build-
ings will remain in place with no pro-
posed additions or alterations, and the
existing parking areas will be removed
to accommodate the new parking con-
figuration.

The proposed request can be viewed
at at https://www.sturbridge.gov/830/
Recent-Filings or arrangements can
be made to view the application packet
by contacting the Sturbridge Planning
Department.

Any person interested or wishing to
be heard on this proposal should ap-
pear at the time and place designat-
ed. Members of the public may watch
the meeting online via the Town’s on
demand video broadcast or via cable
television on Channel 191.

It is the intent to have this Public Hear-
ing in person. However, if circumstanc-
es warrant, the Board may choose to
hold this Hearing via virtual or hybrid
(in person and virtual) means. In the
event of a virtual or hybrid meeting,
please follow this link:
https://meet.goto.com/619527397.
Please note that the meeting/hearing
will not be suspended or terminated
if technological problems interrupt the
virtual broadcast, unless otherwise re-
quired by law.

Charles Blanchard

Chairperson

October 22, 2026

October 29, 2026
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Annual St. John Paul Parish Bazaar to take place Sunday

SOUTHBRIDGE — The annual St John
Paul II Parish Bazaar will take place Sunday,
Now. 1.

The fun begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at
4 p.m. In the upstairs hall, there will be a
Huge Community Raffle of Gift Certificates,
prizes. A Renewed Jewelry Boutique, Theme
Basket Table, Village Bake Shop, Silent
Auction, Religious Table, a This and That
table which has crafts and different items for
sale and a Ring Toss Game for ages 21 and

above (Ring a bottle and win a bottle of wine
or Spirits), Jar Deal, Children’s Ring Toss,
Wheel of Chance. Live Entertainment acts
will be: Now & Then with Sandy Allen, Cody
Peck, Guitarist & Vocalist, Trinity Catholic
Academy Choir, “11 on the Outside” fea-
turing Tony Postle and Gereen Langmeyer,
Trinity Catholic Academy Cheerleaders,
Pulaski Brass Band, Peter Morse, Director
(2:30 to 4 p.m.). Cash Raffle (First Prize
$1,000, 2nd Prize $500.00, 3rd through 7th

Prize $100), 50/50, and scratch ticket raffle.

In the downstairs hall - Karol’s Kafe 8:30
am. — 4 p.m. Begin with breakfast and then
enjoy a leisure lunch. American & Spanish
food available along with water, soda, &
coffee.

Flu Shots, RSV shots, Covid booster,
Shingles shots, will be offered from 11:00am
to 2:00pm by Auburn Pharmacy (Please be
sure to bring your insurance/Medicare cards).
Please call Ray Fournier 774-318-8928 to

Neil Camara from Charlton makes Dean’s List at Adelphi University in New York

GARDEN CITY, N.Y. — Neil Camara,
from Charlton, has been named to Adelphi
University's Spring 2026 Semester Dean's
List.

Camara was among a select group of out-
standing students recognized by Adelphi's
deans of Arts and Sciences, Education and
Health Science, Business, Nursing and
Public Health, Social Work and Psychology
for superior academic performance. The list
comprises full-time students-registered for
12 or more credits-who have completed at
least nine graded credits who achieved a GPA
of 3.5 or above for the semester. This recog-
nition becomes part of the student's academic

record and is entered into the individual's
transcript.

About Adelphi: A modern metropolitan
university with a personalized approach to
higher learning

Adelphi University, New York, is a highly
awarded, nationally ranked, powerfully con-
nected doctoral research university dedicated
to transforming students' lives through small
classes with world-class faculty, hands-on
learning, and innovative ways to support
academic and career success. U.S. News
& World Report named Adelphi a 2026
Best National University, Best College
for Veterans, and Top Performer in Social

Mobility. In addition, Forbes has ranked
Adelphi the top private university on Long
Island for three past three years.

Adelphi serves more than 7,300 students
at its beautiful main campus in Garden
City, New York-just 23 miles from New
York City's cultural and internship oppor-
tunities-and at dynamic learning hubs in
Manhattan, the Hudson Valley and Suffolk
County, as well as online.

More than 125,000 alumni Adelphi grad-
uates have gained the skills to thrive profes-
sionally as active, engaged citizens, making
their mark on the University, their communi-
ties and the world.

Healing Heroes Foundation launches equine-assisted recovery program

WHITINSVILLE — Responding to the
growing need for mental health resources
for first responders across Massachusetts,
the Healing Heroes Foundation announced
the launch of its Equine-Assisted Recovery
Program.

The skills-based program utilizes horses
as a bridge to mindfulness and ground-
ing to combat high stress and post-trau-
matic stress disorder that heavily impact
firefighters, EMTs, law enforcement offi-
cers, military veterans, and other first
responders. Healing Heroes Foundation is
a Massachusetts-based nonprofit dedicated
to fostering community, connection, and
camaraderie across first responders, mili-
tary members, veterans, and their families.

“This experiential, relationship-based
program provides the space, community,
and support for first responders to ground
themselves and engage with one of nature’s
most empathetic creatures,” says Jaime
Nicholas, Co-Director of Healing Heroes
Foundation. “First responders across the
country are facing significant mental health

and wellness challenges, and we felt a
responsibility to help address that need here
in Massachusetts by introducing a unique
program that fosters meaningful connection
and mental well-being so first responders
don’t have to navigate life’s challenges
alone.”

Hosted in Whitinsville, the eight-week
Equine-Assisted Recovery Program is made
possible through partnerships between the
Healing Heroes Foundation, Cornerstone
Community Care, and Superior Stables. At
the end of the program, participants will be
connected with financial health resourc-
es through a partnership between Healing
Heroes Foundation and First Responders
Credit Union.

The program is led by Christina Cronin,
LICSW, President and Clinical Director of
Cornerstone Community Care. Participants
will engage in structured interactions
with the horses through activities such as
observing, grooming, leading, and other
groundwork designed to support mindful-
ness, self-regulation, communication, and

connection. Among the horses participating
in the program is one cared for by a U.S.
Army veteran and current psychiatric regis-
tered nurse, further reflecting the program’s
connection to the communities it serves.
The Healing Heroes Foundation has
filled two cohorts of participants for its
Equine-Assisted Recovery Program, show-
ing a regional demand for this innova-
tive resource. With a focus on solidifying
the curriculum and measuring outcomes
with its inaugural cohort, the organiza-
tion’s long-term goal is to grow the pro-
gram's impact and geographical reach so
this critical resource can be available to first
responders across the state. It is currently in
talks with additional Massachusetts stables.
Equine-assisted approaches have proven
to meaningfully complement clinical thera-
Py, exposing participants to a more active,
relationship-based setting. Interactions with
horses such as approaching, handling, lead-
ing, and caring can make abstract concepts
like consent, trust, self-regulation, and
communication more tangible.
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David
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

p
Licensed &
Insured

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

‘ Bl sccrenimen
= BEE

MA LIC #CS069127
MA HIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

get more details and to pre-register and get a
schedule time.

All are invited, rain or shine, ample park-
ing (upper and lower parking lots). There is
handicap access on the side facing church for
upper and also the lower hall.

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P2843EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Daniel M Roscioli
Date of Death:July 13, 2026
To All persons interested in the
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Virginia R. Roscioli of Fisk-
dale MA
a Will has been admitted to informal
probate.
Virginia R. Roscioli of Fiskdale MA
has been informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the estate
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory and
accounts are not required to be filed
with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal Represen-
tative and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, including
distribution of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties are
entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders
terminating or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives appointed
under informal procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.
October 29, 2026

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics + A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes * Alternators - Starters « ABS
Alignments - Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 » Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified - RS# 2678

Advertise on this page
for one low price! Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

__Roofing | RoOFiNG_J| GUTTERS [ Plumbing

= s (ot Space!
gg HEATING INC. Ot pace.
Commercial,
Residential, we do,
New Construction
369 Main St,
Sted Contact Mikaela Today
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330 774-200-7308
Fully Insured mikaela@
MIKELAVBERTSPANDH | sfonebridgepress.news
@GMAIL.COM
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OBITUARIES

Thomas F. Leduc, 75

Southbridge- Thomas |
F. Leduc, 75, passed
away peacefully at home
on Sunday, October 18,
2026, after a long and
courageous battle with
Leiomyosarcoma.

He is survived by his
wife of 46 years, Regina
“Gigi” (Salviuolo) Leduc,
a son Thomas R. Leduc,
a daughter Lindsey
Leduc, a granddaughter
Vaeda Sea Miano, all of
Southbridge, a brother
Guy Leduc of Sturbridge, two nieces
Amy McKinstry and Kristen Sandberg,
both of Auburn, MA and their families
including a great-great niece Ava Jude
Gentry.

He was predeceased by his sister
Judith Carmel in 2013, his father J.
Cleo Leduc in 2014, and his mother
Gertrude (Dubreuil) Leduc in 2022.

Tom was a lifelong resident of
Southbridge. He graduated from
Southbridge High School in 1969. He
hit the road with National Inventory
Service when he was just 17 years
old traveling up and down the
Eastern Seaboard. While attending
Quinsigamond Community College,
he began working in the Warehouse at
the American Optical Company where
he met Gigi in November of 1976.
He went on to hold several posi-

tions in warehousing and
warehouse management
| in including at Yankee
Spirits in  Sturbridge,
Imperial Distributors
in Auburn, and Auburn
Merchandise Distributors
in Whitinsville, MA.

For the last 20 years
before retiring in 2019,
Tom worked as an indepen-
dent contractor for FedEx
Ground, including as an
owner/operator for 10 of
those years.

Tom was a New England sports fan.
He enjoyed canoeing with his father
and brother, snow skiing and golfing
with “The Amigos” sometimes win-
ning the coveted “Gumba” trophy.

Tom will be remembered by family
and friends as “the life of the party”;
for the principles he lived by “Keep
it Simple” and “Let it Be”; and for
Vaeda, “Pepe will always be #1! No
matter what”

A Time To Remember Tom was held
on Friday, October 23, 2026, from
2-4PM at Sansoucy Funeral Home, 40
Marcy Street, Southbridge, MA 01550.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Tom’s Memory to Dana
Farber Cancer Institute, Division of
Philanthropy, 10 Brookline Place,
Brookline, MA 02445.

HALLOWEEN 5K

continued from page Al

Melanson, 22, of Warren (20:49.6); sec-
ond-place finisher Lisa Bienia Kenton, 43,
of Sturbridge (21:13.3); and third-place
finisher Elise Servant, 12, of Brookfield
(21:33.2).

Age-category winners included Jacob
Bernier of Sturbridge and Jordan Wetherell
of Palmer (19 and under); Damien Dumont
of Sturbridge and Jill Terlizzi of Charlton
(20-29); Patrick Graham and Alexandra
McConnon, both of Sturbridge (30-39);
Nate Lane of Sturbridge and Julie O’Gara
of Holland (40-49); Michael Spillane of
Sturbridge and Jill Sheldon of Brimfield
(50-59); and Robert St. John of Dudley and
Elaine Dill of Monson (60 and over).

Top finishers in the 1K Pre-Teen Race
were first-place finisher Esteban Gilrein, 11,
of Sturbridge (4:59); second-place finisher
DeAnna Hamm, 12, of Southbridge (5:08);
and third-place finisher AJ Haringa, 8, of
Sturbridge (5:36).

The youngest participant to complete the
5K was Giovanni Rocha, 6, of Wales. The
oldest was Howard Bottomly, 79, of Sutton.

Race security was provided by Sturbridge
Police, assisted by Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) volunteers
from Sturbridge, Charlton, Warren and
Auburn, and with help from volunteers
from the Quaboag Valley Amateur Radio
Club. Medical coverage was provided by
Sturbridge Ambulance Squad.

Sponsors for the event included Gold

Town-to-Town

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

GARAGE SALE

Twin bed $500
Steel Shelving $100 ea.
Small Bookcase $50
Large Bookcases $100 ea.
Cabinets $200 ea.
Cabinet $300

SATURDAY NOV 7th
8am-4pm
15 Wendy Lane,
Uxbridge

Sponsors: Cornerstone Bank, Old Sturbridge
Village, and TruNorth Bank; SILVER
SPONSORS: Dave’s Pest Control, Joe
Klimavich Public Relations, Publick House
Historic Inn, and Southbridge Credit Union;
and Bronze Sponsors: Cormier Jewelers,
George & Davis, Attorneys at Law, Gido’s
Brick Oven Pizza & Ice Cream, Hearthstone
Market, Pioneer Oil & Propane, and Tasse-
Crowley Energy.

Additional sponsors included Applebee’s
Grill & Bar, Big Bunny Supermarket,
Cook’s Orchard, Cracker Barrel, Daniel T.
Morrill Funeral Home, Jeffrey M. Chasse,
Attorney at Law, Ocean State Job Lot,
Shaw’s Supermarket, Sullivan Tire, and
Unique Hair by Chrissy.

The TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K
and Fun Walk is a Rotary Club of Sturbridge
fundraiser, with proceeds supporting local
student scholarships and other community
needs projects.

Rotary International is a worldwide ser-
vice organization whose members provide
humanitarian service, encourage high eth-
ical standards and help build goodwill and
peace. The Tantasqua Regional High School
Interact Club is a Rotary-sponsored orga-
nization that brings together young people
ages 12-18 to develop leadership skills
while discovering the power of Service
Above Self.

For more information about the Rotary
Club of Sturbridge, visit sturbridgerotary.
com or contact Klaus Hachfeld at laserk-
laus@gmail.com.

John B. Dirlam, 96

o Southbridge:
3 John B.
. Dirlam, 96,
passed away

on Thursday,

Oct. 22nd, in
his home after
a long illness.

His wife of
60 years, Maria
P. (Peters)
Dirlam, passed
away in
2022. He leaves his brother-in-law,
John Peters and his wife Rosemary of
Mahwah, NJ; and his nieces and neph-
ews: Lise Blumenthal of Cornwall,
VT; Anne Berlind of Portland, ME;
John Berlind of Burlington, VT; Paul
Berlind of New Durham, NH; and
Sasha Frey of Stow, MA; Elliot Peters
of Southbridge and Susan Peters of
West Roxbury. He was predeceased
by his brother, Peter Dirlam, his sis-
ter, Mary Freedman, his brother-in-
law, Petro Peters and his sister-in-law
Kathryn Peters. John was born in
Worcester on Easter Sunday, April 20,
1930, the son of John C. and Mabel
(Berry) Dirlam. John was a graduate
of Phillips Exeter Academy in 1947.
He attended Brown University where
he was a part of a small group which
reestablished the sport of lacrosse at
the college. He was a honorary alum-
nus of Nichols College and received
an honorary Doctor of Science in
Business Administration Degree from
Nichols in 2009.

He was a combat veteran of the U.S.
Army in the Korean War with the 15th
Field Artillery Battalion in the 2nd
Infantry Division. He served in a for-
ward observer liaison party attached to
the 9th infantry regiment.

After serving his country, John
joined his father and brother at the
J.I. Morris Company, manufacturers
of precision miniature screws, spe-
cialty parts, and industrial polishing
fabrics. Peter expanded the company’s
offerings to include a successful line
of retail eyewear comfort products.
In 2008, he and his brother Peter pur-
chased the remaining Morris family
interests and continued operating the
business together until 2017. John
served on ASME (ANSI) committees
which established the UNM minia-
ture screw thread standards. He was
also the developer and builder of the
Sturbridge Crossing Condominiums,
an upscale gated community of 33
units.

John had a long association with the
Boy Scouts of America; he advanced
to Star Scout and held many leader-
ship positions including Scoutmaster.
He was active in the Mohegan Counce
of the Boy Scouts for several years,
mostly in the financial area and held
position of Vice President of Finance.
He was named Spotlight Leader at the
100th anniversary celebration of the

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

INSIDE
FLEA MARKET /

BARN SALE/
ESTATE SALE

Saturday 10/31
Sunday 11/1
9am - 2pm
110 Depot Rd. Oxford

Furniture,
household items etc.
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Boy Scouts
in 2010.

He was
formerly
president
of  many
organi- [
zations
including,
Southern
Worcester
County
Personnel
Directors
Association, Tri-Community Chamber
of Commerce, United Way of the Tri-
Community and Harrington Memorial
Hospital. He was a former trustee and
clerk of Southbridge Savings Bank
(now Cornerstone); on the board of
directors of Peoples National Bank;
advisory board member of Guaranty
Bank & Trust; trustee of Old Sturbridge
Village; trustee of Nichols College;
former chairman and trustee of Tri-
Community YMCA’s capital facili-
ty endowment fund; trustee emeritus,
corporator and member of the collec-
tions committee of the Worcester Art
Museum; and member of the board of
directors of the former Southbridge
Roofing Co.

John was active in the town of
Southbridge as a member of the
finance committee and a school build-
ing needs committee. He was a mem-
ber of church building committees
and directed subsequent renovation
projects. He was a past board member
of Literacy Volunteers.

John with his wife, Maria, were
donors of most of his extensive
jade collection to the Worcester Art
Museum. They also collected a large
variety of paintings and sculptures.
They took great interest in bird and
animal observation and land conser-
vation.

John and Maria were lifelong Tri-
Community area residents and had
homes in Falmouth, MA and Key
Biscayne, FL. He was an avid tennis
player both here and in Florida. He
was an ardent reader of mostly history,
especially the Civil War, WWI, WWII
and Korean Wars. John and Maria
traveled extensively in the United
States and throughout the world.

John’s funeral will be held on
Friday, Oct. 30th, at 11:00am in the
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 446
Hamilton St., Southbridge. Burial
will follow in Oak Ridge Cemetery,
Southbridge. Calling hours in the
Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 130
Hamilton St., Southbridge, will be
held on Thursday, Oct. 29th, from 4:00
to 6:00pm.

In lieu of flowers donations may be
made to the Worcester Art Museum,
55 Salisbury Street, Worcester, MA
01609.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

1 bedroom

HOUSE for rent
North Brookfield
Off street parking
All appliances
included
Call
978-340-7217
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hope2own.com - Waﬁﬁm@/ v i

508.943.4333
Sm pem . 0W gm ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-

Licensed in MA, CT &Rl "l--‘ ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. Its

; - -_ . cl imity to S ful Nati | Fi hised
We Want ; =~ T °BSiiiJ;?:;”Q;eyne?me§°§%i?ﬁ“camac"é”mamer’é"JZt'?ﬁis
R A e ; L Ci Al
Your Listings! _ e sersom
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Brya«x Pelletier

Hebston Lake ~ 95 Burch T, R >{ T 24 Lawelweod Dr /)< Webster ~ 55 Slater Street
Expansive water views! Beautiful, 7 N Sprawling fieldstone faced
’ Webeten Lake Waterfront -

| L
completely remodeled home on Ranch! Located on a +/
On the shores of pres-

< 3
"E‘Jﬁ‘:. Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely Hi
= Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
[~

—

FE REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Windows to enjoy watching Mother Nature its own waterfall The I|vmg room flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck
at her Finest!! Wood Flooring!!...This Main and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting room. A magnificent primary bedroom
Level has an Effortless Layout adding a suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, walk-in closet and dressing
Roomy Convenient Bedroom & Large Clos-  room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, large-volume en-
et, Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!l... Down- tertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room that
stairs, the Walk-out Lower Level Transitions  opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this

. . 0.5-acre, 2 car garage.
scenic Webster Lake! Combines Offers: 1,860 sf main level
effortless modern luxury with lake- ol
Iy tigious ~ Webster  Lake! lower level, 3 BRs, 2-1/2
| Experience  ultra-luxury Baths, 2 stone fireplaces-
sunny open-concept layout, de- Th_
signed for both relaxation & enter- § Water access. This young plan kitchen, living rm,
9 modern  craftsman lake dining rm, breezeway w/
share stories around the firepit on chilly nights ~ everyday feels like a . to  maximize ~panoramic iy 3 season sunroom
vacation! MLS# 73589032 $1,199,000 Western  views  through MLS # 73500183 $464,900
tower. The home boasts
w{g | 3,790 +/- square feet of
leboten ,Zaée Watm{/w«z 56 Bates Pocunt 2@ S livin - 24 (2 AN
N g space, complete with
Z Zjnfully Maintained Two-Level Waterfront Panoramic WATER VIE! S multilevel waterside decks, d ( ,6)
acin
Sunsets .. Offenng a sweeping Wall of and a tiered landscape with ,105 # 2
' . frontage, Surveyed and portioned out
of a larger tract of land, Zoned ASFR

plus 1,000 sf +/- finished
front living. It boasts a spacious,

lakefront living with direct FHW BB heat. Open floor

taining! Swim off your private dock, warm up in your personal sauna, home is masterly designed sliders to rear deck, and
a two-story architectural

~ e Wetster - Douglas

~ sophisticated, three-story
almost every Single Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-f a radius stone faced patio,

Building Lot, 2.01 +/- acres, 154’ road

. (Agricultural Single Family Residen-

into a phenomenal Guest Retreat with 2 |evel easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to -
Bedrooms, Living space, and Full Bath!l.2  create Iong—lasting o lal ey Al & tial) Located near State Land
= Car Garage! MLS#7356983  $1,050,000. MLS#73563787 $1,750,000 ~ A Great Value at $69,900.

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

T Webster Latee Waz'ez{»wm'/ ) Websten Lake ~ Websten Lake ~0 Wakefield #ve
3 22 YUnion pm S 60 Wateefield Ave ~ @mm Lot! Rare Lake Residential Building Opportu-
\ 43 Rare Lake Residential Building Opportunity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped lots nity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped
Fanbon Tilla {  ~eachwith 13 ownership of a private, prime waterfront lot, swimmable & boatable, lots ~ each with 1/3 ownership of a pri-

vate, prime waterfront lot, swimmable
& boatable, where you will enjoy a sun
drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock
~ just baby steps away from your NEW
. HOME! You will have direct lake access,
low off-Lake taxes, access to municipal

open ouse Sunday 12-2 where you will enjoy a sun drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock ~ just baby steps

i 0 o away from your NEW home! You
5 Mt‘.’s“"g.“;."ou.s:ga’ged“ on _ghe La’t‘:'t .” will have direct lake access, low
i e e o e 25 G e offLake taxes, access to municpal
expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 ® water/sewer services and an es-

frplcs & more, all designed for relaxation & conveni- - tabhshed ne'ghborhooq' Build now water/sewer services and an established
ence! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell. or build later BUT enjoy Webster neighborhood. Build now or build later
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE . Lake IMMEDIATELY! BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
4 DETAILS $948,000 e e . ... GoToMLS#73582966 $277,500. - Go To MLS # 73582967 $247,500

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE REMI
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

o Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

il CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

WEBSTER- 2300 SQ. FT. RANCH
PLUS 1 BEDROOM UNIT

'REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT
DUDLEY AND

*“Hardwood Floors /2 Acre 0 with Town *Brick Front Ranch *Updates Include Electric,

Services, Fenced Yard *Lower Level Game Room Oil Tank *2 BR *1st Floor Laundry *3 Room

“/ E B S T E R *3 bedrooms *Garage *Sided Additional Unit Ideal for Family or Business
we do R 69 Airport Road $525,000 92 Worcester Road $499,000

2 Bedrooms
W/D Hookup
Quiet Contact Mikaela Today
neighborhoods 774-200-7308
Off Street Parking mikaela@
Call 774-230-7731 | BRI E I TEUETR IR

CHARLTON- NEED LIVING
AREA FOR EXTENDED FAMILY?

*Need Room for a Large or Extended Family?
This is perfect!
*3 Complete Living Levels 3900 Sq. Ft.
* 3.5 Baths * 24x24 Great Room
Plus Gourmet Cabinet Packed Kitchen
with Center Island *One of Charlton’s
Finest Established Neighborhoods
*2 Fireplaces *Meticulous Grounds

“] SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, —
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate. i 54 SV A WA P, &

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news RE/MAX Professional Associates

LET'S TALK REAL ESTATE!

*Now is a Great Time to Buy!!

Donna Flannery Realtor®
When so6.62-677

Donnaflanneryrealtor.com

Experience L;R,I\ Donnaflannery@erakey. net

an Key Realty Kayien FiarnerySsovagesy *Low Down Payment Programs are Available
Commitment oo *Call Me for a NO Obligation
Matter OVER 30 VEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE Informational Consultation or Meeting

Mary Vigliatura Stol k B romeusTomER *Upcoming Coffee Hours- Seating Available

ary vigliatura olarczy. SERVICE -
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP 5% YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) )

T 508.612.1382 LD & SOLD DOLLAR YOLUMIE Soymezak 7 Ist & 2nd Saturday 11am Noc')n'@21 Schofield, Ave., Dudley
//1::? EFIHA;\\I MESRealty.com . ERAHALLOFFAME [, . CRS, GRI, SRES # ReMax Vision @ [Ems
CSLOM / M

- : ! : 508-943-7669 T 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 =
\\;_T_-.-/ Mary@WillSellit.com 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|
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Political Advertisement

IF YOUR ANSWER IS YES
T0 FOUR OR MORE OF
THESE QUESTIONS, GET OFF
YOUR BUTT AND VOTE
FOR NADIA MILLERON.

Are you sick and tired of health insurance companies
denying or delaying your treatments and claims

As prices go higher and higher, should your household
income be free of federal income taxes up to $100,000.00

g

Do we need to get the millions and millions of corporate
PAC money out of our political system

&
0 vV Y

Should we invest our tax dollars here in western
Massachusetts and in solving America’s problems,
not in endless foreign wars

P
v

Do you believe the pursuit of Life, Liberty and Happiness
applies to all of us, not just the rich elite

e
0

Should we cap runaway rent increases, and make
housing more affordable by banning corporate land
speculators from buying up our neighborhoods

®
0

Do we need more doctors in western Massachusetts
so you can get appointments and see specialists
when you need them

~
'Y

Do you support a woman'’s right to make her own health
care decisions

&
v

Should we make our medicines here in western
Massachusetts so we aren’t dependent on foreign
drug manufacturers and supply lines, as happened
during COVID shortages

©
0

L1
o
‘v

Do you believe there should be term limits in Congress

Do we need to stop our elected officials and their families ,
from enriching themselves at taxpayer expense H
while in office

12 Has Richard Neal been in Congress too long and is he ‘9
® unresponsive to people in western Massachusetts o

Do you believe both major political parties are broken
13. and that we should elect more Independents who aren't &
under their control

Congress needs a big shake-up. And it's not going to happen if we keep
re-electing people who've been there since the 1980s. There's no mistaking where
Nadia Milleron stands on the issues. And if you stand where she stands, make
your voice heard on Tuesday. Get to your polling place and vote to take your
government back from the career politicians who have ruined it.

NADIA MILLERON

— | '] 11 '] A ———

FOR CONGRESS

NadiaforCongress.com

PAID FOR BY NADIA FOR CONGRESS
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