SERVPRO.

Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™

Like it never even happened.®

SERVPRO" of
Southerm Worcester County
508-234-3399

aervprusouthernwurcestarcc Lnty.com

herperichen iy rmareed o peoated

L2024, Issue #37

Free by request to residents of Charlton, Charlton City and Charlton Depot

SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS. NEWS

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESFPONDENT

CHARLTON — A lo-
cal scout troop will be
holding an open house
in September with the
hopes of bringing in
new members including
both boys and girls as
the troop has recently
become co-ed,

Charlton Troop 338

Thursday-Friday, September 12-13, 2024

will hold a “Night of
Fun™ later this month
which will include
games, interaction with
current  scouts, and
seouting staples like a
campfire and smores.
The goal is to increase
awareness of the Troop
and allow current scouts
to share their experienc-
es with potential mem-

ber about how scouting
has positively impacted
their lives, The event
is also a way to spread
the word that the troop
has now embraced co-ed
membership in line with
a national movement to
eliminate gender limita-
tions in the organization.

The change has been
a positive one for all ac-
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Troop 338 of Charlton pictures during the 2024 Old Home Day, will hold a special Night of Fun on Sept. 19. The Troop welcomes both boys and girls to Join thelr membership.

Co-ed Troop 338 to hold “Night of Fun”

Couftasy

cording to scout leaders portunities later on in  have always had,” she
life for the girls that they  said.

who touted the co-ed ap-
proach as a way to share
the spirit and skills as-
sociated with scouting
with a wider variety of
children and teens. Scout
Leader Venessa Noy-
es stated they have five
girls already involved in
the Troop.

“It opens up the op-

Charlton offers dementia/
Alzheimer’s resources

CHARLTON — Sep-
tember is World Alzhei-
mer's Month and Demen-
tia Friendly Charlton
wants to let everyone
know about the various
initiatives and resourc-
es available to our com-
munity! Charlton Public
Library, Charlton Senior
Center, and The Owver-
look, in collaboration
with Dementia Friendly
Charlton, offer support
for those living with
Alzheimer's or another
dementia.

Dementia Friendly
Charlton is a Town of
Charlton initiative that
began back in 2021 and
has grown to include oth-
er organizations as well,
We officially became a
o01¢3 in 2024, We meet on
the first Wednesday of the
month at 2:30 pm. in the
Library Those interested
in hearing more about
this initiative, or wishing
to participate, are wel-
come to attend. Visit our
Weh site at: wwwtownof-
charlton.net/579/Demen-
tia-Friendly-Charlton for
more information. We
are always interested in
how we can best serve
the needs of the Charlton
community!

Charlton Library of-
fering(s)

Our Memory Support
Collection is specifically
designed for those with
memory-related  issues
as well as their caregiv-
ers, family and friends.
The collection consists
of Memory Kits (boolks,
games, puzzles, and other
materials on a set theme),

as well as individual
books (for all ages), vid-
eos, music CDs, even a
couple of “companion
pets” (batteries includ-
edh-all  designed 1o
provide comfort, spark
reminiscence, and en-
courage  conversation.
The items are available
for checkout to anyone

with a valid library card!
Don't have a library
card? C'mon in with an
ID and we'll set you up!

Our Monthly Caregiv-
er Support Group is held
on the third Thursday of
every month from &:00-
7:30 in the Community

Meeting Room. It is fa-
cilitated by Tri-Valley
and the Alzheimer's Sup-
port Network of South
Central Massachusetts,
Led by an experienced
professional, attendees
will obtain information,
resources, and strate-
gies specific to caring for

Tum To RESOURCES page A1z

didn't have that the boys

Tum To TROOP 338 page A1l

Sturbridge
chooses single
tax rate again

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — As it has for several years now,
the Selectboard voted unanimously to set a single
property tax rate without exemptions for fiscal 2025,

Assessor Ann Murphy said it will be about $15.95
per $1.000, a reduction from last vear's $16.49, but
still needs to be certified by the state,

Of course, that means the property values have
continued to rise, At one point, she showed a chart
of the last decade where this year's average sin-
gle-family home is worth §482,803. Five years ago, it
was $312,150, and in 2015, it was 3255,623.

She said average values have risen 10-12 percent,

Tum To STURBRIDGE page A15

“Separation will only strengthen us more”
Author talks about father's WWII letters

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Like many kids of
veterans, Royvee Single-
ton, Jr. didn't hear much
about his father's war
experiences. He noted
he only recalls Royvee
Sr mentioning being in
World War IlI's Pacific
campaign years later
briefly while age eight
and watching the “Victo-
ry at Sea” documentary
series.

But his parents left be-
hind numerous letters of
Royee Sr's 13 months at
sea asa Navy FGF Helleat
fighter pilot off the USS
Suwannee, and their son
turned them into a book
“At Home and At Sea,”
which he spoke about at
the library last week.

Most of those letters
were from his moth-
er, Becky, to Rovee Sr,
talking about life here
in the States (specifical-
ly Oklahoma), following
the war from newsreels,
her pregnancy, son's
birth, and various other
things, while his father

At Home
m:d' At Sea

Gus Stoeves

Royce Singleton, Jr. talks about his book “At Home and At Sea,” a memolr of his father's WWII
MNavy service. The background map shows the Pacific Ocean, where Royce Singleton Sr was

a fighter pilot.

all-too-often had to be
circumspect about what
he wrote to avoid Navy
censors and  “revealed
almost nothing,” Single-
ton admitted. They gen-
erally “described what
parents talk about as
they watch their babies
grow,” he said.

Singleton said his fa-
ther's unit flew air sup-
port for all of the land-
ings but one between the
Gilbert Islands and the
invasion of Leyte, pri-
marily as combat air pa-
trol and anti-submarine
duty His first combat ex-
perience was at Tarawa

in 193, coincidentally
on Becky's birthday. For
that day, Royee Sr wrote
home to say “0On a carri-
er, apilot has alot of time
to think and reminisce.”
He'd observed he'd been
“not too decorous in my
religious affairs lately”
but had been imagining

“wvears hence with [our]
kids in school.”

He wrote he especial-
ly valued Becky's six let-
ters to that point — “The
ones I get are really dear
to me. I've read them all
many times." Singleton
later noted his father
tvpically got several let-
ters at once because of
the way the Navy sent
them to various ports.
They only exchanged
one phone call, during a
brief Christmas stay in
San Diego, and he noted
those were quite expen-
sive in those days.

Becky wrote about
working at Oklahoma
Natural Gas Co (which
Singleton noted was un-
usual then; women often
had to resign while preg-
nant). She wrote she'd
“started [Christmas]
shopping early because
[ heard clothes would
be rationed” and consid-
ered his phone call her
“Christmas gift. I wish I
could tell you how much
it meant to me."”

“As long as the war
Tum To WWII LETTERS page 415
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More than 100 vehicles take part in Harrington
Hospital Auxiliary Classic Car Show

THOMPSON, Conn. — The Harrington Hospital Auxilia-
ry held its 15th Annual Classic Car Show on Sunday, Aug. 25
at Bogey’s Ice Cream Stand/ Thompson Speedway. A total of
142 vehicles participated in the show.

Judges awarded trophies in several categories; a general
raffle and a 50/50 raffle were held. DJ Bruce Marshall of Val-
ley Classic Hits 97.7 FM spun a variety of oldies throughout
the day.

First place Mopar went to Dick Langmeyer and his 1974
Plymouth Duster; Second place Mopar was awarded to Jo-
seph Makowski and his 1967 Dodge Dart.

First place GM was given to Jim Nicholson and his 1967
Chevrolet Malibu convertible; Second place GM went to Da-
vid Borey and his 1967 Chevrolet Chevelle Malibu.

Steve Fiorillo received 1st Place Ford for his 1967 Ford
Mustang Fastback and Rich Russell and his 1964 Ford Gal-
axy 500 XL took home 2nd Place Ford.

First place Open Class went to Phil McClure’s 1932 Ford
Five-Window Coupe, while Jim Arsenault and his 1990 Maz-
da Miata walked away with 2nd place Open Class.

Scott Hale and his 1971 Chevrolet pick-up received Best
Truck in Show and John Piader’s 1933 Chevrolet factory five

Courtesy

Second place Mopar was awarded to Joseph Makowski and his 1967
Dodge Dart.

REAL ESTATE
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SUPERIOR
STORAGE

1st Month Free!
Climate Controlled
860.792.1088 _ North Grosvenordale, CT
www.superlorstoragect.com

CLUES ACROSS

1. Engine additive 24. “Partridge” actress Susan

4. A type of test 25. For each

8. Curtail 26. _ Paulo, city

10. Irish surname 27. League titles

11. The opposite of good 34. More intensely black

12. Got rid of 35. Slang for lovely

13. Central parts of a church 36. Petrarch is known for them
building 37. Old Eurasian wheat

15. Stylistically 38. Body part

16. Intestinal 39. Swedish rock group

17. Negative potential outcomes ~ 40. They’re worth avoiding

18. Lived up to a standard 41. Rising and falling of the voice

21. Snag 42. Wings

22. Time units (abbr.) 43. Enzyme import for respiration

23.Ad

CLUES DOWN

1. Idyllic 23. Fastballs

2. South Pacific island nations 24. Principle underlying the

3. Shrub of the olive family universe

4. Boundaries 25. Distinct units of sound

5. Encircle 26. Title of respect

6. Weights 27. Against

7. Samberg is one 28. Foot (Latin)

9. Sheep sound 29. One point east of due south

10. European country 30. Concerning the blood

12. Respected group of people 31. Type of pentameter

14. Trigraph 32. North American peoples

15. Prosecutors 33. Layers of rock

17. Assign a nickname 34. Georges __, French philosopher

19. Huge size 36. Lengthy tale

20. Partner to cheese
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Charlton

$640,000, 76 Jennings Rd, Prop Soln Re & Contractin, to
Zborowski, Krystian, and Zborowski, Ashley:

$170,000, 25 Potter Village Rd, Johnson, Heidi W, and
Weagle, Jessica L, to Weagle, Jessica L, and Niemann, Na-
than J.

$85,000, Jennings Rd #51, Gair LLC, to Prop Soln Re &
Contractin.

$599,900, 54 Number 6 Schoolhouse Rd, Prw Enterprises
LLC, to Miranda, Teresita A.

$535,900, 75 J Davis Rd, Clements, Elton K, and Clements,
Heather, to Barnett, Craig, and Barnett, Amanda.

$337,000, 9 Ponnakin Hill Rd, Dahrooge, Kenneth E,
and Dahrooge, Sharon L, to 9 Ponnakin Hill Road Rt, and
Dahrooge, Jillian J.

$199,000, 39 Hiland Rd, Geldbaum LLC, to Desousa, An-
tonio M.

$93,000, Oxbow Rd #5B, Desaulniers, Marion L, to Han-
son, Cory M.

Holland
$500,000, 241 Mashapaug Rd, 241 Mashapaug Road Rt, and
Hoyt, Robert S, to Tortolani, Paul J, and Tortolani, Beth C.
$485,000, 24 Lakeshore Dr, Ward, Bryan P, and Ward,
Kristin M, to Lecours, David.
$449,000, 36 Stony Hill Rd, Say Family LLC, to Bourbeau,
David, and Bourbeau, Deana.

Southbridge

$440,000, 495 Main St, Thomas, Theverthundiyil K, and
Thomas, Hima, to Royal House Invs LLC.

$234,000, 97 Riverview Pl #C, Esper, Jeri, to Houatchan-
thara, Aaron, and Houatchanthara, Britany.

$500,000, 33 Oakes Ave, Carpenter Lt, and D-Carpenter,
Martha J, to Howard, James, and Howard, Cynthia.

$445,000, 161 Morris St, Voyles, Myra A, to Santos, Hen-
rique.

$400,000, 11 Newell Ave, Gaucher, Paul R, and Gaucher,
Joann M, to Guasp, Marcus.

$360,000, 27 Jay Kip Way, Santos John G Est, and Santos,
John J, to Lebron, Angel A.

$293,790, 23 Oakes Ave, Carpenter Lt, and Carpenter,
James A, to Mauro, Michael, and Mauro, Amanda.

$27,000, N Woodstock Rd, Fountain, Tammy A, to Rosa-
rio, Jacqueline.

Sturbridge

$750,000, 32 Mount Dan Rd, Howlett, Jane F, and Howl-
ett, Jeffrey R, to Mccarthy, Paul E, and Johnson-Mccarthy;,
Sheila.

$750,000, 33 Mount Dan Rd, Howlett, Jane F, and Howl-
ett, Jeffrey R, to Mccarthy, Paul E, and Johnson-Mccarthy;,
Sheila.

$475,000, 16 Vinton Rd, Mercure Marie Est, and Thie-
bault, Raymond L, to Pan, Zhao F.

$265,000, 7 Woodlawn Dr, Seelig Sara D Est, and Seelig,
Julie, to Kozaczka, Anna.

$200,000, 35 Mount Dan Rd, Howlett, Jane F, and Howlett,
Jeffrey R, to Steerage Rock Prop LLC.

$861,250, 66 Bennetts Rd, Quinby Charles Edward Est,
and Quinby, Nicholas, to Mills Ft, and Mills, Steven M.

$861,250, 67 Bennetts Rd, Quinby Charles Edward Est,
and Quinby, Nicholas, to Mills Ft, and Mills, Steven M.

$660,000, 9 Stearns Dr, Placella 3rd, Michael J, and Placel-
la, Laurie M, to Omalley, Joseph, and Ellis, Katelyn.

$68,700, 20 Mashapaug Rd, Nicholson, Paul, to Nichol-
son, Joan.
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received Best Street Rod. Kevin and Kar-
en Moran received the trophy for 2000
and up for their 2018 Ford Mustang GT.
Thomas and Denise Mottola’s 1929 Ford
Model A received Participant’s Choice.

The Harrington Auxiliary would like
to extend heartfelt thanks to the Classic
Car Show’s sponsors: B & M Excavating
Companies; Bogey’s Ice Cream; Earth-
works Construction and Septic; E.J.
Stochaj; Long Subaru; McGee Toyota of
Dudley; and The Valley’s Classic Hits,
97.7 FM/1250 AM.

Since 1932, the Harrington Auxiliary
has supported the patients and commu-
nity the UMass Harrington Health Sys-
tem serves, through hospital gift shop
sales, fundraisers, and special events,
such as the car show.

Join Edward
Street for
Worcester's
13th Annual
Day of Play
Family
Festival

WORCESTER — Edward Street is
proudly hosting Worcester’s 13th an-
nual Day of Play Family Festival on
Saturday, Sept. 14 from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
at Elm Park.

Families and children can immerse
themselves in the power of play with
more than 50 activities to explore and
performers to enjoy.

“This festival brings our communi-
ty together and it is an honor for Ed-
ward Street to host this festival for the
13th year,” shared Eve Gilmore, Ed-
ward Street CEO. “We look forward to
welcoming the children and families
of Central Massachusetts once again
to join in the joy of play.”

Day of Play was founded by Edward
Street in 2010 and continues to unite
the Worcester community year after
year. The festival features eight key
areas of play for children and their
families:

Active Play;

Construction;

Creative Arts;

Health & Wellness;

Mindfulness;

Performance;

Reading; and

STEM

Community volunteers and organi-
zations help bring these play activities
to life.

“It’s an enduring tradition in the
Worcester community because it
brings young children and families to-
gether in a natural way,” shared Karen
O’Neill, Planning Committee Member
and Professor of Early Childhood Ed-
ucation at Quinsigamond Community
College. “Play is universal and foun-
dational to being human. The Day of
Play provides time away from screens
and the busy demands we all have in
our lives.”

This year’s Community Read is
centered around the Pete the Cat book
series by Eric Litwin and will feature
a special appearance by Pete the Cat
himself!

Scheduled performers include:

Betty Machete and the Jumping
Fleas;

Janoah the Juggler;

The Wormtown Mugwumps;

The Traditional Lion Dancers;

Dan & Imogene Gay;

The InDaZone dance team; and

Cory “the Pied Piper” Scott.

Life Skill Martial Arts will lead
demonstrations and workshops, and
other featured activities include:

An obstacle course;

Stomp rockets;

Bubble making; and

A soccer skills clinic run by vol-
unteers from Cultural Exchange
Through Soccer (CETS).

Along with these activities, Croco-
dile River Music will host a “musical
instruments petting zoo,” Mass. Audu-
bon will run an interactive nature
table, and Skins & Scales will return

Turn To PLAY page A15
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September arrives at Old Sturbridge Village

Celebrate the season with apples, animals and agriculture

STURBRIDGE — This
September, Old Stur-
bridge Village invites
the public to experience
autumn at the Village
with a range of fami-
ly-friendly activities that
highlight the region’s ag-
ricultural heritage, with
a special focus on bees,
apples, and traditional
fall activities.

On Sept. 14 and 15,
Old Sturbridge Village
will host Bee Weekend,
a special event dedicat-
ed to the vital heroes of
farms and gardens ev-
erywhere. Throughout
the weekend, visitors
can join Jim Dawber
of Hillcrest Apiary, the
Village’s beekeeper, as
he demonstrates hon-
ey harvesting and ex-
plains bees’ critical role

in maintaining healthy
ecosystems. Visitors can
see “The Beehive: The
Secret Life of Bees Re-
vealed,” an exhibit that
delves into the history
and importance of bee-
keeping. Guests can also
explore the Village’s gar-
dens, featuringhundreds
of heirloom plants, see
baking demonstrations,
a quilting bee, and enjoy
a “build-a-bee” craft.

Tickets are now on
sale for Fall Fest, set to
take place on Sept. 21
and 22. From 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. each day, Fall
Fest offers a fun and ed-
ucational experience
for visitors of all ages.
This year’s festival
theme, ‘“Apples, Ani-
mals and Agriculture,”
highlights the Village’s

vibrant agricultural
heritage. Visitors can
look forward to several
seasonal activities, in-
cluding cider-making
demonstrations, apple
tastings, and tours of the
Village’s heirloom or-
chard. A variety of fami-
ly-friendly activities will
be available throughout
the weekend, including
hands-on crafts, a farm-

themed Olympic event
and up-close encounters
with oxen.

In addition to activi-
ties, guests can explore
a selection of historical
artifacts from the Vil-
lage’s collection, spe-
cially displayed for the
event. Plus on Sunday,
Sept. 22, author Melis-
sa M. Cybulski will talk

about Johnny Appleseed
and her new book, “Ap-

pleseeds: A Boy Named
Johnny Chapman.”
A special ap-

ple-themed menu will
be available to enjoy in-
cluding apple pork pie
in Bullard Tavern and
fresh-baked apple sweets
in the Ox & Yoke Café.
More than five different
varieties of New En-
gland hard ciders will be
available for purchase.

The festival will also
feature musical perfor-
mances on both Satur-
day and Sunday by New
England artists, includ-
ing Beecharmer, Jake
Swamp and the Pine,
Rachel Sumner & the
Traveling Light and The
Clements Brothers. Fall

Festis sponsored by
Southbridge Credit
Union.

As part of its Sep-
tember 2024 offerings,
Old Sturbridge Village
is extending a special
50 percent discount on
standard daytime admis-
sion for seniors aged 55
and over. From Sept. 1
through 29, seniors can
enjoy all the Village has
to offer for just $14. The

discount is available
Wednesday through
Sunday for standard day-

time admission only.

For more information
about September events
at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage or to purchase tick-
ets, please visit https://
WWW.0SV.0rg/.

Five years later, Bay Path LPN reflects on

professional success

CHARLTON — In June 2019, Da-
vid Macharia, LPN was with his fel-
low graduates and their families at
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy
Graduation and Pinning Ceremony
at the Great Room of The Overlook.
There was a mixture of excitement
and uncertainty in the air. The grad-
uates were excited about the moment,
but aware of the challenges of success-
fully passing the NCLEX-PN and en-
tering the workforce.

“Starting a career especially in
healthcare is a challenge,” stated
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed,
RN, CRRN, Academy Director. “There
are no quick fixes or standard reme-
dies but as much as it is challenging,
it is also a privilege. A privilege be-
cause our graduates then dig deeper to
discover more gifts that they have and
shine further.”

“With a certificate in practical
nursing from Bay Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy, our graduates had ev-
erything they needed to get started.
They are ready to change the world,”
she said. “Our nurses can help our
struggling healthcare system, provide
health teaching, help us lead a health
revolution, develop new health strate-
gies, further promote healthy lifestyle,
alleviate suffering, and inspire oth-
ers.”

In the five years since, David Mach-
aria, LPN, from the class of 2019 has

grown in many ways and blazed his
own trails he himself did not even con-
sider at the time.

"T am abundantly blessed, and I am
forever grateful. I have a great sense of
responsibility. I strive to improve the
quality of life of all residents," said
Macharia.

After graduating from Bay Path,
Macharia passed the NCLEX-PN on
his first try.

“I secured a job as an LPN at Bench-

mark community in Framing-
ham, transitioned to nurse su-
pervisor at their memory care
unit (Tatnuck park community),
moved to Washington state and
began my Skilled Nursing career
at Alderwood Manor, Columbia
Crest Center, Manorcare Skilled
and Long-Term Center, Franklin
Hill’'s Health and Rehabilitation,
finally getting an opportunity to
lead as a Resident Care Manager
at Touchmark Community. After
a year and a half, I stepped away
to open and run my adult family
home ARAMAH AFH LLC. All in
the span of five years,” Macharia
said.

Macharia’s care, leadership, de-
meanor, and focus are what have
made him a top nurse. He was
instrumental in facilitating schol-
arships for practical nursing stu-
dents at Bay Path. He continues
with his philanthropy, which he says is
very uplifting.

"David is caring, attentive, patient
and gracious, and he does it all with
the utmost humility," Bolandrina ex-
plained.

"He was equally attentive when he
was a student at
Bay Path Prac-
tical Nursing
Academy. I am
glad he continues

to update us with his nursing journey
and successes. We are proud of his ac-
complishments," Bolandrina added.

While at Bay Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy, Macharia was elected
Student Representative, was a mem-
ber of the UNICEF Club, a member
of the Mock Code Team, a recipient
of MassHire Grant, District & State
Champion for SKkillsUSA Medical
Math earning silver medals, attendee
for SafeTALK and Innovation Summit
at Northeastern University, nominee
for Clinical Excellence Award and the
Massachusetts Vocational Association
Outstanding Post-Secondary Student
of the Year Award. He is certified in
Mental Health First Aid and Dementia
Care.

Macharia concluded that attending
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy
“was one of the best opportunities God
gave to me, through it my life and the
lives of my family have been positively
impacted. I thank God for the men and
women who guided me throughout
the journey and the patient centered
approach they emphasized, it has al-
lowed me to serve so many in my com-
munity.”

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins » Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches ¢ Typewriters sSewing Machines
« Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns eLamps o Kitchenware
o Cookware «Knives sHunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept » Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Excavation/ Site work e Ultilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation ® Demolition/ Large junk removal
Land Clearing ® Stumping e Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing ® More...
Hillside Excavaction& Property“Maintenance

774-633-0892 HillsideDigging@gmail.com
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DISCOVER CANYON COUNTRY
September 17 — 24, 2025
) ‘Spve(fial ?resentation by JoAnn Lyon

COME TRAVEL WITH THE LYON’S -
BARRY, LORRAINE, JOANN
RSVP TO BARRY & LORRAINE -508-847-3114
OR JOANN - 401-529-1704

ENTER - 40 Winslow Ave., Leicester, Mass.
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Local nonprofits receive $91,000 boost from
Webster Five Foundation

p—1

AUBURN The Webster
Five Foundation is pleased to
announce that 18 Massachusetts
nonprofit organizations will ben-
efit from $91,000 in grants during
the Foundation’s third cycle of
grants this year.

Each quarter, the Foundation
provides grants to nonprofit or-
ganizations or programs that
support expanding or improving
access to education, culture and
the arts, social services, charita-
ble activities and community de-
velopment.

The following organizations
were awarded funding from the
Webster Five Foundation in this
grant cycle:

Community Legal Aid -- $10,000
to support its Language Access
Project, which provides neces-
sary and free legal services to
low-income and elderly residents
in Worcester County regardless of
their primary language.

Legendary Legacies - $3,000
and a match of up to $2,000 to
support its Reintegration, Food
Transport and Employment
Preparation programs for for-
merly gang-involved and previ-
ously incarcerated individuals in
Worcester.

Mustard Seed Catholic Work-
er Community Inc. - $2,500 to-
wards its Summer Enrichment
Programming for Low-Income
Youth. The Mustard Seed Catholic
Worker is a house of hospitality
inspired by the vision of Dorothy
Day.

Old Sturbridge Village - $7,000
for its Educational Outreach to
grades 3, 4, 5 and 8 Webster Public
School students and teachers for
the 2024-2025 academic year.

Pakachoag Music School of
Greater Worcester - $2,500 to sup-
port the Music Matters Financial
Aid Program, which provides tu-
ition assistance to program par-
ticipants from low-and-moderate
income families.

Pernet Family Health Service
- $4,000 for its Youth Program
Enrichment Activities, which en-
sures summer activities are ac-
cessible to low-income students
and their families by removing
the barriers of transportation
and fees.

Regional Environmental Coun-
cil, Inc. -- $5,000 as the first install-
ment of a $25,000 multi-year grant
to support the organization’s
capital campaign to develop the
Center for Urban Agriculture and
Food Security, located in Worces-
ter’s Main South neighborhood.

RIA, Inc. - $1,500 towards its
SheFund: Supporting Emergen-
cy and Basic Needs, Housing, and
Education for Survivors, which
offers community-based services
to adults with experience in the
commercial sex trade.

Safe Exit Initiative (f/k/a Liv-
ing In Freedom Together, Inc.)
-- $5,000 for its HARBOR Drop-In
Center, which provides individ-
uals with experience in the sex
trade and sex trafficking and indi-
viduals at a higher risk of entry
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Courtesy

Participants in United Way of Central Massachusetts — Women's Initiative, which received $2,500
from the Webster Five Foundation. The awarded grant monies will be utilized to support the Dollar
Scholar program, which provides girls aged 10-14 with basic financial literacy skills and valuable
knowledge to support their college, career and life plans.

into the sex trade with access to health
and social services.

Southeast Asian Coalition of Central
Massachusetts, Inc. -- $5,000 to support
its Food Security program, which pro-
vides foods and meals meeting the cul-
tural and dietary needs of its food-inse-
cure clients.

Tri-Valley, Inc. - $6,000 to support its
Money Management Program, which as-
sists low-income elders who are at risk of
losing their independence due to an in-
ability to manage their own finances.

United Way of Central Massachusetts
— Women’s Initiative -- $2,500 to support
the Dollar $cholar program, which pro-
vides girls aged 10-14 with basic financial
literacy skills and valuable knowledge
to support their college, career and life
plans.

United Way of South Central Massa-
chusetts -- $1,500 and a match of up to
$1,000 towards the purchase of capacity
building software for its program appli-
cations, known as eCimpact.

Worcester Area Mission Society, Unit-
ed Church of Christ -- $3,000 to support
the Pre-K Plus program, which prepares
children who do not have access to early
education to enter kindergarten success-
fully.

Worcester Earn-a-Bike, Inc. (WEAB)
-- $1,000 to support its Youth Earn-a-Bike

program, a mentoring and skill building
program designed to empower Worces-
ter’s youth.

Worcester Youth Center, Inc. -- $3,500
for its Core Programming, which pro-
vides free structured programs and sup-
port groups to youth aged 14-24.

YWCA Central Massachusetts, Inc.
-- $15,000 to support the Financial Lit-
eracy for Domestic Violence Survivors
program, which empowers partici-
pants to learn resources and strate-
gies to address the financial and safety
challenges when ending an abusive re-
lationship.

Friends of the Gladys E. Kelly Library,
Inc. - $15,000 as an installment of the
ten-year $150,000 gift to the Friends of
the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library. Each
grant installment has been used for the
library’s building enhancements as well
as additional services.

“At Webster Five, our role as a commu-
nity bank is to be a supporter of progress
in our community,” said Don Doyle, Pres-
ident/CEO, Webster Five. “These grants
are our way of acknowledging and ampli-
fying the profound impact these nonprof-
its have. We are deeply grateful for the
opportunity to contribute to their essen-
tial work and to support their continued
success.”

Cornerstone Bank committed to help-
ing families achieve financial wellness

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank is once again proving its deeply rooted com-
mitment to the economic well-being of the community it serves. The bank recently do-
nated $5,000 to the Quaboag Valley Community Development Corporation (QVCDC),
a non-profit organization that helps local small businesses grow and prosper.

Cornerstone’s donation is focused on giving low-to-moderate income residents
unique access to financial security. The contribution goes to the QVCDC’s Harri-
son and Diane Quirk Financial Fitness Club, a program that offers a free, 12-month
matched savings plan along with advice from professional advisors on spending, bor-

rowing and reducing debt.

“This program not only sets participants up for personal financial growth, but it
also has a direct impact on their families, and a positive ripple effect on the local econ-
omy,” said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “Industry studies suggest that a
healthy financial life leads to good mental and physical well-being.”

This donation marks Cornerstone Bank’s second gift to the Financial Fitness Club,
which has generated positive results. Participants typically spend a year learning
about how their relationship with money affects their lives. The program shows them
how to make a habit of saving every month, sticking to a household budget and work-

ing to protect credit scores.

“We’re thrilled to have a hand in helping individuals and families reach their finan-
cial goals,” said Tallman. “We're confident the economic security people gain from the
Financial Fitness program will lay the foundation for achieving even bigger dreams.”

WASTE SERVICE

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

Your Local Roll-0Off Speéiah’st

Houses -+ Attics

Fully Insured

Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

- Cellars
Construction Sites
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Fill the bucket!

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Lions Club
of Southbridge will be out on the
streets of Southbridge holding our An-
nual Bucket Brigade on Saturday, Sept.
14 from 9 a.m. until noon at the follow-
ing streets: Main, Elm, Central, Foster,
Everett, Chapin and Hamilton or stop
by our table outside the Big Bunny.

The proceeds from this event bene-
fit local people with sight and hearing
difficulties. Please help us continue to
support those in need by contributing
to our bucket challenge.

Since its inception in 1996, the Foun-
dation has awarded $4,128,370 to 298
organizations. The next round of grant
recipients will be awarded later this
fall.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
TUeSAAYS.....cvveerrrerrrernnns 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday......ccocovvevviiiiceeceeeeenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
e Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
«Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty
Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
« Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
» Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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Foraging, Part 2: andzng food underfoot

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Con-
tinuing down to the
ground from last week,
long-time forager Karen
Monger often finds food
in forms that many peo-
ple literally step on or
over.

Some of them are su-
per-common, like dande-
lions; some are common-
ly seen as a nuisance,
like burdock; and some
have the reputation of
being toxic, like mush-
rooms. But in fact, many
of them are both edible
and tasty.

As she noted while
speaking at Charlton
Library two weeks ago,
“Edible does not always
mean palatable. It just
means 'does not have
toxins.” That's especial-
ly true of mushrooms,
which our society has a
tendency to avoid har-
vesting for fear of poi-
son. Monger said she spe-
cifically looks for about
40 tasty species, but hun-
dreds of them are edible
(with the above caveat),
about 40 will make you
sick, and fewer than 10
will kill you. There are
thousands of mushroom
species worldwide.

‘Americans can be
pretty cavalier about
what's out there,” she
noted, adding that many
more plants are toxic
than mushrooms. “... It's
very important to me ev-
erybody stay safe” while
picking and eating wild
foods.

A key part of that is
finding good informa-
tion. “I'm not your mom,
and I'm not the foraging
police,” she said before
noting there are a very
wide variety of written
resources on foraging
out there. Al is writing
“a lot of bad things to
sell on Amazon,” so peo-

(EH)

Gus Steeves

A few samples of edible mushrooms. Monger also had some
mushroom jerky the audience could try.

writer is a real human
with some experience
foraging.

That said, many plant
and fungi species are en-
tirely edible, and often
have multiple uses. Take
chicory, noted for its blue
flowers. That's been long
used as an additive in
and substitute for cof-
fee, with its root being
ground and roasted until
it's “black and crispy.”
The plant is a perennial
and “mildly invasive, so
you're doing a good thing
if you're digging up chic-
ory,” she said.

Maybe even more
common is the dandeli-
on, whose ground and
roasted root is also some-
times a coffee substitute,
while the flowers and
leaves can be turned into
tea, jelly, wine or a salad
vegetable. Typically, dan-
delions are best when
eaten young; they tend to
become fairly bitter with
age.

Often right next to it,
you'll find chickweed,
which she noted “tastes
a little bit like corn.” It's
notable for having five-
part “very deeply-split
white flowers” and a tiny
line of hairs down the
length of its stem “like a
mohawk.”

Not far away is likely
to be the very invasive
garlic mustard, which

“such a bully” It was
brought over from Eu-
rope intentionally by
colonists who wanted
edible plants they recog-
nized (it's called “Jack by
the hedge” in England);
it tastes “a heck of a
lot like horseradish” or
wasabi. People can eat
the first-year roots or
leaves, but they need to
be cooked/boiled to elim-
inate cyanide.

Mushrooms

At the same level,
many mushrooms are
edible, Monger said. One
of her favorites is mai-
take, sometimes called
“hen of the woods,” but
the name in Japanese
means “the dancing
mushroom.” That's iden-
tifiable by the fact it's a
“polypore,” having many
holes on the underside of
its umbrella; other spe-
cies do, too, including
the two “chicken mush-
rooms” (“chicken of the
woods”) which are also
edible.

Maitake is “slightly
parasitic,” favors red
oaks, and has a ‘“savory,
meaty, roasty flavor”
where “really well-
cooked maitake feels like
bacon.” She noted it “can
get ridiculously large,”
showing a photo of her
husband carrying an
80-pound maitake. (That

ple need to make surethe Monger

described as

shroom produced two

Ranting Parents Comedy Tour comes
to Charlton Arts & Activities Center

CHARLTON —If your kids drive you
nuts, this show is for you.

The Ranting Parents Comedy Tour, a
parent-focused comedy show for adults,
comes to the Charlton Arts & Activities
Center, 4 Dresser Hill Rd., Charlton, on
Saturday, Oct. 12 at 7:30 p.m.

According to Ranting Parents' pro-
motional material, "We love our chil-
dren, who were put here to torture us."

In a night of stand-up and more, four
Boston comedians share their best,
worst, and weirdest moments as par-
ents. They also share stories and par-
enting advice that you probably don't
want to take.

Join Paul Nardizzi (NBC, Comedy
Central, SiriusXM, etc.), Dave Ratti-
gan (SiriusXM, NESN), former Roller
Derby Queen Mona Forgione, and Cape
Cod's favorite comedian Jim Ruberti for
90 minutes of great comedy:

The show is suitable for adults.

Tickets are $30 ($28 for seniors), avail-
able online at ScampsComedy.com/
shows, or at the box office .

Paul Nardizzi came up with the idea
for the Ranting Parents Comedy Tour
when he was at the doctor's office pay-
ing for his son's surgical operation to
remove an Xbox controller from his
hands. Nardizzi is one of the country's
top comedians, with multiple standup
appearances on NBC's “Late Night with
Conan OBrien,” Comedy Central, and
Fox Sports' “Best Damn Sports Show
Period,” as well as regional appearances
on NESN. A former winner of the Bos-
ton Comedy Festival, Nardizzi is in de-
mand for theater shows, corporate func-
tions, colleges, golf tournaments, and
fundraisers. His CD has been played on
Sirius Satellite Radio and he’s a prolific
author of humor books, including “602
Reasons to be Ticked Off.”

Dave Rattigan is the father of a col-
lege art student, so is sure to be taken
care of in his twilight years. Known for
his dead-pan delivery and quick, dry

wit, he's performed in top clubs and
theaters, opened for The Beach Boys,
Jeff Dunham and Nick DiPaolo, and
created the themed stand-up comedy
show “How Men Think (Or Do They).”
His CD, “Dave Rattigan Thinks He’s
Funny,” received airplay on SiriusXM
Satellite Radio and on stations around
the world. He’s appeared in television
commercials and independent film
projects; written funny columns for
the Boston Globe, Christian Science
Monitor and others; and his video
clips have run on Nickmom.com and
Rooftop Comedy.

After retiring from competitive
Roller Derby with two busted up
shoulders, city girl Mona Forgione is
now a New Hampshire mother of
three and has fully embraced the mid-
life crisis of standup comedy. Audi-
ences approve. She's advanced up the
ranks of the New England Comedy
scene, sharing the stage with head-
liners such as Mike McDonald, Dave
Rattigan and Kathe Farris. She was a
semifinalist in the 2020 Boston Come-
dy Festival and performed at the 2022
Portland Maine Comedy Festival.

Jim Ruberti says the impact of his
parenting is most evident in the fact
that none of his three sons has the
desire to ever reproduce. He's a Bos-
ton comedian and actor who has been
entertaining people for well over 30
years, starting as a child in the the-
aters of Cape Cod performing with
Broadway actors such as John Raitt
or Theordore Bikel, and progress-
ing into roles as an adult at venues
like the Barnstable Comedy Club. He
hosts his own comedy series at the Co-
tuit Center for the Arts and has been
a comic fundraising auctioneer and
event host as well as a stand-up co-
median working stages around New
England.

For more information, go to Scamp-
sComedy.com/shows.

Gus Steeves

Library Director Karen Wall and forager Karen Monger talk

after the presentation.

quart jars of dehydrated
mushrooms.)

The “chicken mush-
rooms” (Laetiporus spe-
cies) are best noted for
being bright orange on
top and growing often
on dead trees and tasting
vaguely like chicken. (Be
careful, though; there's
another orange species
that's toxic; as she noted
later “There are always
things that look like
what you want.”) Mon-
ger noted it's best when
collected young; old and
dry specimens contain
a chemical that tends
to make it inedible and
chalky.

One somewhat un-

usual species is known
as “shaggy mane.” That
needs to be cooked and
eaten quickly; if allowed
to sit, it will digest itself
and liquefy to spread its
spores. Another, called
honey mushroom, also
needs to be boiled before
sauteeing or cooked with
tomatoes to avoid slim-
iness; that's popular in
Polish and Russian rural
communities.

She noted the three
“lion's mane” species
(Hericium spp) are tasty
and supposed to help
the brain, while oyster
mushrooms (Pleurotus
spp) fell “like you're eat-
ing a juicy pork chop”

when crushed and fried.
Another popular type is
the porcinis, recogniz-
able by their “hamburg-
er-bun-shaped cap” and
“white netting on the
stem.”

Going underground,
Native Americans often
dug up and ate ground-
nuts (Apios americana,
with various common
names including Amer-
ican potato bean), a le-
gume in the peanut fam-
ily. This plant has very
thin, flowering vines
and the edible roots
“look like teeny, tiny
potatoes” that taste like
water chestnuts, Monger
said.

Burdock roots are
also edible; Monger digs
those in the fall, finding
the first-year plants best.
Those are identifiable
by their fuzzy leaves; the
roots can be cooked in
stews or pickled, among
other uses. She noted
the gobo found in Asian
markets is cultivated
burdock.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Hitchcock Academy invites golfers of all
levels to Fourth Annual Golf Tournament

BRIMFIELD — The fourth annual Hitchcock Classic Golf Tournament will
take place at Chicopee Country Club on Sunday, Sept. 29 at 12:30 p.m. The fee
is $120/player with the option to sign up as a foursome or individual. This in-
cludes entry to the tournament, cart, dinner, contests, prizes, and snacks. The
tournament will be played in scramble format. Players or foursomes can register
at https://www.hitchcockacademy.org/golf-tournamentl.html.

Established in 2021, FORE a Great Cause Golf Tournament is a fun day on the
course! Designed for golfers of any and all abilities who simply want to support
the work of Hitchcock Academy. The day consists of 18 holes of golf, cart, and a
delicious dinner, as well as a variety of fun contests - some free, some for an addi-
tional fee, and of course, great raffle prizes!

This year’s tournament is generously sponsored by Soggy Dog Spa, Michael L.
Wales Painting, Dexter-Russell, Inc., and McCurdy Group Insurance.

Hitchcock Academy is a community center located at 2 Brookfield Rd. in
Brimfield serving the community with educational, recreational, and cultural
programming. More information can be found at www.hitchcockacademy.org.
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Korben

Age 7

Massachusetts.

mareinc.org

Registration # 8266

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income,
and room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a
waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or part-
nered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to
pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes train-
ing, interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right
for you. These steps will help match you with a child or sibling
group that your family will fit well with.

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.
. Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange
(MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adoption
process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help
children and teens in foster care.
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Hi! My name is Korben and
| love when people read to

Korben is a sweet boy with
complex medical needs. He
enjoys having books read to
him and loves to listen to mu-
sic and TV shows. He is re-
ported to enjoy being around
other peers and will babble as
a form of communication. The
adults in Korben’s life describe
him as a happy, silly, and lov-
ing young boy. Korben loves to
have preferred adults read to
him and spend time with him.

https://adopt.mareinc.org/
waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/8266
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Raising
the bar for
decency and
leadership

There was a time when being Amer-
ican meant standing for something
bigger than ourselves—when looking
out for one another, showing respect,
and upholding certain standards was
simply the way things were. But some-
where along the way, we’ve lost our way
a bit. The tone of our politics has shift-
ed from a place of professionalism and
decorum to something more like a nev-
er-ending reality show.

The truth is, politics was never
meant to be a joke. It’s about the seri-
ous business of leading a country—of
shaping policies that affect all of us,
from the farmers in the heartland to
the teachers in our towns. Yet lately,
it feels like decency and respect have
taken a backseat to personal attacks,
name-calling, and divisiveness. It’s not
just embarrassing—it’s harmful. We
deserve better, and it’s time we demand
better.

As Americans, we need to band to-
gether and make kindness a priority
once again. Not just in our daily lives,
but in the way we engage with politics.
Our leaders should be held to higher
standards. They should represent us
with dignity and professionalism, not
petty squabbles and cheap shots. Poli-
tics should be about problem-solving,
not point-scoring.

Imagine what we could accomplish if
we focused on bringing people togeth-
er instead of tearing each other down.
Kindness doesn’t mean we all have to
agree on everything, but it does mean
treating each other with respect—even
when we disagree. The strength of
America has always been in our diver-
sity of thought and background. But di-
versity only works when there’s a foun-
dation of decency and empathy.

We have to stop lowering the bar
and start raising our expectations. Our
political leaders should exemplify the
best of us—people who are informed,
compassionate, and ready to fight for
what’s right, without losing their hu-
manity in the process. Let’s return to
a time when class, integrity, and de-
corum mattered in public life. When
we disagreed with one another civilly,
knowing that, at the end of the day,
we’re all on the same team.

America is at its best when we care
about our neighbors, when we stand
up for those who can’t, and when we
hold our leaders accountable to a high-
er standard. Together, we can make
America kind again. Not just in the
way we treat one another, but in how
we demand professionalism, decency,
and class from our leaders.

The future of this country depends
on all of us—not just the people we
elect, but the expectations we set. Let’s
set them high.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

Gambling has a
long history. Tiles
from 2,300 BC were
found in China and
are believed to have
been used in a game
of chance, accord-
ing to gambling.net.
Slips like current day
Keno tickets from
200 BC were found
and may have been
used to fund govern-
ment projects. Dice were discovered
in an Egyptian tomb in 3,000 BC and
the Greek poet Sophocles mentions
them in his writings from around 500
BC. Gambling was banned in Ancient
Rome and penalties were imposed on
those caught participating. The citi-
zens began using chips so authorities
wouldn’t see that they were playing for
money. Playing cards were invented by
the Chinese in 800 AD.

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES
& ESTATES

WAYNE TUISKULA

Gambling has of course developed
and progressed since. An early ver-
sion of Baccarat migrated from Italy
to France in the 1400s. In 1601, Miguel
de Cervantes (the author of Don Quix-
ote) wrote about a Spanish game called
veintiuna that was like blackjack, ac-
cording to gambling.net. A gambling
house (an early form of casino) opened
in Italy in 1638. Roulette was invented
in France in 1796. Poker may have de-
veloped over time, but one of the first
times a recognizable form of the game
was played occurred in New Orleans in
1829. Slot machines started being used
in New York in 1891. The Golden Gate
Casino, the first casino in Las Vegas,
opened in 1906. In 1910, U.S. gambling
laws halted gambling until the Great
Depression of the 1930s, when it be-
came legal again.

There are many reasons that people
collect gambling memorabilia. They
may like the history and focus on an
era like Victorian gambling memora-
bilia. Casinos were also extravagant
social spaces with “debonair personal-
ities, luxury, and high-society figures,”
according to the “Island Echo” of the
United Kingdom’s Isle of Wight. Many
collectors are attracted to that lifestyle.

Some recent auction results attest to
the desirability of gambling memora-
bilia. A 1930s wood gambling carnival

Gambling memorabilia

wheel sold for $500 last month. A rare
early 1900s bicycle competition me-
chanical parlor gambling machine sold
for $2,500 in June. We sold a vintage
Mills Novelty quarter slot machine for
$500 in our June auction.

A colorful painted saloon wheel de-
scribed as being circa 1900 "from an In-
dian Territory in Oklahoma" brought
$10,000 in 2016. A Desert Inn $25 casi-
no chip sold for $25,000 in 2013. A 1936
Evans Roll-ette machine described as
“one of the rarest and most sought-af-
ter 20th century casino machines”
went for $28,000 in 2016. A Charles Fey
slot machine, considered to be the first
3-reel gambling machine, hit the jack-
pot, selling for $145,000 in 2017.

We’ll have a collection of gambling
memorabilia from a local estate in our
major auction starting this month.
That auction will also feature a wide
variety of other items including gold
jewelry, sterling silver, art, coins, and
historical items. We are always accept-
ing quality consignments of all kinds
for future auctions. I'll be appraising
items for the public at the Scandina-
vian Culture Center in Newton from
1 to 3 p.m. on Sept. 21. Please visit our
Web site, https://centralmassauctions.
com, for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for
auction information at: Wayne Tuisku-
la Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles Auc-
tions and Appraisal Services info@cen-
tralmassauctions.com or (508-612-6111).

Peace Pilgrim

It's easy to feel like ev-

in, not from material

erything is falling apart things.

these days. The economy POSITIVELY Throughout her jour-
is uncertain, with prices SPEAKING ney, she encountered
climbing and jobs becom- challenges that would
ing more unstable. We TOBY have caused most peo-
hear endless news about MOORE ple to lose hope, but her
war and global unrest, and —— trust never wavered.

as elections approach, the

sense of instability only grows. Many
of us lie awake at night, wondering
how we'll make it through these diffi-
cult times.

Wouldn't it be nice to let go and trust
that everything will be OK?

That's precisely how Peace Pilgrim
lived her life. In 1953, she set out on a
mysterious journey that would last
nearly 30 years, walking over 25,000
miles zig zagging across the United
States.

She gave up her name, her posses-
sions, and her home, choosing to live
with nothing but the clothes on her
back, a comb, a pen, and a few small
pieces of paper. She had no money, no
food, and no specific destination, yet
she walked without fear, relying on the
kindness of others for food and shelter.

Her mission was to spread a mes-
sage of peace, and through her unwav-
ering faith, she trusted that everything
she needed would be provided.

Peace Pilgrim lived in simplicity:.

"Unnecessary possessions are un-
necessary burdens. If you have them,
you have to take care of them!" she
would often say.

Her life was proof that there is great
freedom in simplicity.

She believed that "those who have
enough but not too much are the hap-
piest." With nothing but her faith and
her message, she showed that peace
and contentment come from with-

She believed that "a pil-
grim is a wanderer with a purpose.”
Her purpose was to spread peace, and
she trusted that life would support her
in that mission. And time after time,
the help she needed arrived—often in
mysterious ways.

Once, while walking through the
Rocky Mountains, she was caught in
a fierce snowstorm with no shelter in
sight. It seemed impossible that she
could make it through the night. But
instead of panicking, she kept walk-
ing, trusting that something would
come. Sure enough, just as the storm
became unbearable, a stranger ap-
peared, offering her a warm coat and
a place to stay The stranger had no
reason to be there but had felt an inex-
plicable urge to drive down that road.

Another time, while walking
through the Mojave Desert, she went
days without food. Hunger gnawed at
her, but she remained calm. She knew
that help would arrive when she need-
ed it. And sure enough, a man driving
down that empty road stopped to offer
her food and water. He had felt a nudge
to take a detour, not knowing why, but
was surprised to find her there.

She once said, "for light, I go direct-
ly to the Source of light, not to any of
the reflections." She trusted not in the
material world but in a deeper, spir-
itual source. She showed that peace
comes from within, which can produce
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How to be a ‘seasonal’
imnvestor

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

As we transition from summer to au-
tumn, change is all around us — leaves
are taking on new colors, temperatures
are dropping, and the days are getting
shorter. But you can also experience dif-
ferent seasons in various aspects of your
life — including when you invest. What
are the seasons of an investor’s life? And
how should you respond to them?

The first such season may happen
when you are in your 20s and just starting
out in the working world. At this stage in
your life, it’s especially important to pri-
oritize your financial goals. At the top
of your mind may be a short-term goal,
such as saving for a down payment on a
house. To help achieve this goal, you'd
generally want to save in “cash” accounts
and invest in fixed-income vehicles that
offer preservation of principal. At the
same time, you don’t want to disregard
a longer-term goal — in particular, sav-
ing for retirement. While you may not
be able to afford to put much away, every
amount helps. And you’ll want to invest
for growth.

Now, as the seasons of your life prog-
ress, let’s consider your early middle
years. At this point, you’ve moved past the
down payment on your home and you're
well into paying a mortgage regularly.
And you might even have retired your
student loans. But now, you may have
another major goal — helping build re-
sources for your children’s college educa-
tion or other post-secondary training. For
this objective, you could consider several
options, one of which is a 529 education
savings plan, which can provide federally
tax-free earnings and withdrawals if the
money is used for qualified educational
expenses. But you're also moving closer
to retirement, so, if you can afford it, you
may want to increase your contributions
to your IRA and your 401(k) or other em-
ployer-sponsored retirement plan.

As the seasons continue to move on,
and you find yourself in your later middle
years, your financial situation may have
changed significantly. Now, your children
may be out of school, your earnings may
have grown to their highest level, and you
might even have paid off your mortgage.
Given these factors, you may now be able
to devote more of your resources toward
your retirement by ramping up your IRA
and 401(k) contributions even further,
and possibly also considering other in-
vestment vehicles. And you may want to
inject more balance into your portfolio,
possibly lowering its overall risk level
somewhat, especially in the years imme-
diately preceding your retirement.

Once you move into your retirement
season, you may need to continue, and
possibly accelerate, the movement to-
ward a more balanced portfolio — one
that provides you with more income-pro-
ducing opportunities. Some investments
provide current income, while others pro-
vide it in the future, but all of them can
contribute to your ability to enjoy your
retirement lifestyle. However, you still
need some growth-oriented investments
to help keep you ahead of inflation. Plus,
it’s a good idea to keep at least a year’s
worth of living expenses in cash and
another few years’ worth in short-term,
fixed-income investments. By doing so,
you can help avoid having to sell assets in
a down market.

The seasons of your life may come and
go more quickly than you realize — but
you can be prepared for them by making
the appropriate investment moves.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevorniel-
sen@edwardjones.com.
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Tips for preventing vole Al About Corn on the Cob
damage in your landscape

(GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

Matted down, grassy
trails in the lawn and
missing bark on trees
and shrubs in late winter
and early spring might
be when you first become
aware of voles in your
landscape. Fall is an important time to
protect plants from damage.

Voles are herbivores actively feeding
on plants, seeds, bulbs, and the trunks
and roots of various trees and orna-
mental plants year-round. Soon after
planting you may discover voles have
devoured young plants and dug up new-
ly planted seeds and bulbs.

Moles are often blamed for the
damage caused by voles. Unlike voles,
moles feed on earthworms and some
soil-dwelling insects. They travel in in-
terconnected tunnels three to 12 inches
below ground whereas voles typically
use above-ground surface runways.

Although short-lived, voles are very
productive, and their populations tend
to peak every three to five years. You’ll
often see a rise in the number of voles
and damage they cause when winters
are mild and there is a consistent cover.

The damage to lawns is irritating
but usually only cosmetic and can be
repaired. Allow the surrounding grass
to fill in narrow trails or overseed the
trails and damaged areas in spring.

Reduce the risk of damage to your
plants by pulling mulch away from the
trunk of trees and stems of shrubs. En-
close susceptible plants, typically new
plantings and young trees, with a cyl-
inder of hardware cloth. Sink the wire
several inches into the ground to keep
the voles out.

Keep the grass surrounding flower
beds mowed to reduce the risk of voles
moving into the garden. Cut tall grasses
shorter in the fall so they do not fall over
and create homes for these pests. The
same is true for branches lying on the
ground. Trimming these off the soil sur-
face also helps eliminate vole habitats.

Melinda Myers

Damage to a lawn caused by voles.

Boost your success by includ-
ing Plantskydd (plantskydd.com) in
your efforts to prevent vole damage.
This organic odor-based repellent is
snow and rain-resistant. Apply a liberal
amount of the granular Plantskydd over
the soil surface around your plantings.
Apply it in the fall to protect your plants
over winter and early in the growing
season to protect new plantings. As al-
ways, read and follow label directions
for the greatest success.

Some gardeners choose to use a snap
trap to manage these rodents. When
populations are high there can be hun-
dreds of them, limiting the success of
this option. If you opt to use a rat trap
baited with peanut butter and oats and
placed on one of their trails, set it inside
a pipe. The pipe or a similar cover pre-
vents birds from feeding on the oats and
being killed by the trap.

A variety of animals including
hawks, owls, and foxes feast on voles,
helping to manage their populations.
Avoid using rodent poison that puts
them as well as cats and dogs at risk
when feeding on a poisoned vole.

Working with nature and adapting
your landscape management strategies
can help you reduce vole damage while
growing a beautiful landscape.

Melinda Myers has written over 20
gardening books, including Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow Any-
thing” instant video and DVD series and
the nationally syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms magazine. Myers’
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Corn on the cob is not
only one of the tastiest
pleasures of the summer;
it’s also one of the most
popular, with American
per capita consumption
averaging a little over four
pounds of fresh corn each
year!

If fresh corn on the
cob is on your menu this
season, read on for some
tips and tricks to make
the sweet treat even more
enjoyable. From picking
prime corn on the cob to
serving up the irresistible
ears, the following hints,
both old and new - help
you serve up your share of
the classic summer plea-
sure.

*%

Freshness Check: Want
to ensure fresh, sweet corn
on your table this season?
Take these tips from farm-
ers: Look for bright green
husks that are slightly
moist. The silk should be
slightly sticky and a pale
golden color. If you press
gently against the husk
you should be able to feel
the Kkernels. Also check
out the bottom of the ear,
where it was cut off the
stalk. If it is brown, the
ear was likely not picked
that day. If corn Kkernels
are exposed, look for
plump Kkernels in even
rOwS.

*%

Corn Rules: Did you
know corn on the cob will
lose up to 25% of its sug-
ar content after just six
hours of storage at room
temperature? That is be-
cause from the moment
it is picked, the sugar in
the corn begins to convert
to starch. To keep corn at
optimum taste, keep corn
chilledat about 36 de-
grees. Keep corn in the re-
frigerator with the husks
intact until you can cook
it. This helps to slow down
the sugar to starch conver-
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sion, thus maintaining its
sweetness longer.

*%

Corn off the Cob:
While cutting the corn
off the cob removes half
the fun of eating it, some-
times it's a necessary
task. Ever wonder what
is the most efficient way
to carve a cob? Lay the
cob down on its side on a
cutting board and use a
sharp chef knife or serrat-
ed edge knife to cut off the
kernels, rotating the as
you go. This way, there is
less mess than if you held
the cob vertically.

*%

Milky Way: If you're
cutting corn off the cob
for a recipe, be sure to get
all the milky liquid this
way: After the kernels are
removed, simply run the
flat edge of a knife down
the cob, applying a bit of
pressure.

*%

Cooking Corn:If you're
boiling corn never salt the
water, as that can tough-
en the kernels. Want to
add heighten sweetness
of bland corn? Add a tea-
spoon or two of sugar to
the boiling water. Cook
for three to five minutes.

*%

Steaming Hot: Steam-
ing corn is a favored way
to serve up fresh corn on
the cob. If you don’t have
a steamer, simply put
about two inches of water
in a large stock pot. Stand
ears upright in the pan.
Cover and cook on high
until water boils. Turn off
heat and allow to steam
with cover on for about 7
to 9 minutes.

*%

Cooler Corn: Several
years ago, a reader sent
in this effortless trick
for cooking corn for a
crowd. Itemploys an ice
cooler and a little patience
and is perfect for camping
trips as kettles of hot wa-
ter are readily available.

To do: Shuck corn and
place into a clean cooler
(not Styrofoam). Pour in
enough boiling water to
cover corn. Cover cooler
(make sure it has a tight
fitting lid). Keep lid on for
30 minutes (don’t peek)!
When lid is opened, corn
should be cooked to per-
fection. With the lid on
the corn will stay hot for
about two hours,

%%

Husk-free Hack: Sever-
al years ago, this trick to
cook corn quickly in the
microwave was making
the internet rounds, and
is still my favorite easy
method to cook corn for
one or two servings:

Cut about one inch
off the cob on the stem
end (make sure you cut
into at least the first row
of kernels). Cook corn in
the microwave (I put one
ear in for four minutes;
two ears in for five). Re-
move from microwave
and using an oven mitt or
potholder, hold the corn
up over a plate by the silk
leaves and shake hard; the
cob will slide right out of
the husk, leaving a clean,
cooked cob!

%%

Freezing corn for the
winter? A couple of years
ago, reader Howard Whit-
comb of Brookfield passed
along this timely tip that
bears repeating:

A handy way of put-
ting up kernel corn for the
winter is to first blanch
the corn in a pot, and
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Investing during an election year

BY CHRISTOPHER MALLON
SVP & PROGRAM MANAGER

THE CAPSTONE PLANNING GROUP

Presidential elections,
with their high stakes
and intense media cover-
age, can create a sense of
urgency and uncertainty
that tempts investors to
make emotional deci-
sions. The idea that the
outcome of an election
will dramatically alter
the investment landscape
is pervasive, but histo-
ry and financial theory
suggest otherwise. While
the upcoming election
has the potential to in-
crease short-term volatil-
ity, long-term investors
should be cautious about
making rash decisions on
presidential elections.

It’s natural to want
your candidate to win,
but when it comes to in-
vesting, be leery about
placing too much empha-
sis on this one factor. His-
torically speaking, stay-
ing invested has a much
larger impact on your
long-term investment re-
turns. The chart below
shows how U.S. stocks
have performed under
different parties dating
back to 1933. Although
past results are not pre-
dictive of future returns,
a $1,000 investment in
the S&P 500 Index made
when Franklin D. Roos-
evelt took office would be
worth almost $22 million
today.

During that time there
were eight Democratic
presidents and seven Re-
publican presidents. The
key takeaway? Over the
long-term, U.S. stocks
have trended higher re-
gardless of which politi-

Stocks have trended higher regardless of which party has baan in office
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cal party has been in the
oval office.

Unfortunately, some
individuals can become
so emotionally attached
to one political candi-
date and party they’ll
make extreme decisions
on their entire portfo-
lio. These individuals
will say things like, “If
[blank] gets elected I will
take all of my money out
of the market” or “I will
only invest if the [blank]
party wins”. They’ll of-
ten move money to the
sidelines and sit in cash
for extended periods of
time. Below we’ll ana-
lyze the potential conse-
quences of this mindset
in more detail.

What would happen
if an investor placed
$100,000 in the S&P 500
back in 1950, and only
kept their money in
the market when their
“preferred political par-
ty” was in the White
House? Well, they would
have around $3.0 mil-
lion if they only invested
during Democratic presi-
dency years and $1.0 mil-
lion if they only invested
in Republican presiden-
cy years. Not bad...but
for perspective, they
would have $31.7 million

if they bought and held
the S &P 500 over the en-
tire timeframe!

Contrary to what the
media may portray, re-
search indicates that
markets do not consis-
tently favor one politi-
cal party over the other.
While some argue that
Republican administra-
tions are more favorable
for business due to their
policies on taxation and
deregulation, others will
note there have been pe-
riods of strong market
performance under Dem-
ocrats due to fiscal stim-
ulus and social spending.

Investors who focus
solely on the presidential
race may also overlook
the importance of con-
gressional elections and
the potential for a divid-
ed government. Histor-
ically, the stock market
has delivered higher
average returns when
Washington is split (i.e.,
a Democrat President
with Republican Con-
gress, or a Republican
President with Demo-
crat Congress). Why?
Because Wall Street pre-
fers clarity, and splitting
control makes radical
policy change less like-

NAIGlickman Kovago & Jacobs
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ly. Come this November,
there will be 34 seats in
the Senate along with 435
seats in the House up for
election.

Ultimately, markets
are influenced by a com-
plex array of factors—

economic data, corpo-
rate earnings, global
events, monetary policy;,
technological  innova-
tions, and more.
Sophisticated inves-

tors typically adhere to
a long-term strategy that
is based on fundamen-
tals rather than short-
term events like elec-
tions. Warren Buffett,
one of the world’s most
renowned investors, also
advises against making
investment decisions
based on political events.
Come this November,
focus on maintaining
an appropriate asset al-
location based on your
financial goals and risk
profile.

LPL Francal Mestes FINASFC

About The Capstone
Planning Group

The Capstone Plan-
ning Group is an expe-
rienced wealth manage-
ment team conveniently
located at Cornerstone
Bank. The team offers
comprehensive financial
planning, asset manage-
ment, and insurance.
To learn more about
the team and schedule
a courtesy consultation
please visit www.thecap-
stone.group or call 508-
764-0046.

Past performance is
no guarantee of future
results. Hypothetical
illustrations are ex-div-
idends. All indexes are
unmanaged and can’t
be invested in directly.
The modern design of
the S&P 500 stock index
was first launched in
1957. Performance back
to 1950 incorporates
the performance of the

predecessor index, the
S&P 90. Sources: LPL
Research, Bloomberg
06/24/24, Capital Group,
“3 mistakes investors
make during election
years”

Securities and advi-
sory services are offered
through LPL Financial
(LPL), a registered in-
vestment advisor and
broker-dealer (member
FINRA/SIPC). Insur-
ance products are of-
fered through LPL or
its licensed affiliates.
Cornerstone Bank and
The Capstone Planning
Group are not registered
as a broker-dealer or in-
vestment advisor. Regis-
tered representatives of
LPL offer products and
services using The Cap-
stone Planning Group
and may also be em-
ployees of Cornerstone
Bank. These products
and services are being
offered through LPL or
its affiliates, which are
separate entities from,
and not affiliates of,
The Capstone Planning
Group. Securities and in-
surance offered through
LPL or its affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC
or Any Other Govern-
ment Agency | Not Bank
Guaranteed | Not Bank
Deposits or Obligations |
May Lose Value

Mosquito-borne illnesses
on the rise

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — With fall
youth sports back in
session and commu-
nity harvest festivals
getting underway, resi-
dents are urged to take
precautions to avoid
mosquito bites.

Last week, the state
Department of Pub-
lic Health (DPH) an-
nounced two addi-
tional human cases of
West Nile virus (WNV),
bringing the total num-
ber of human cases to
six in 2024.

Last month, the state
confirmed its first hu-
man case of Eastern
equine encephalitis
(EEE) since 2020. The

man in his eighties
resides in Worcester
County.

WNV and EEE are
both typically spread
to humans through the
bite of an infected mos-
quito.

“The risk of West
Nile virus in Massa-
chusetts will contin-
ue until the first hard
frost. While the tem-
peratures may be a bit
cooler, September is
still within the peak
time for West Nile vi-
rus activity in Massa-
chusetts,” said Public
Health  Commission-
er Robbie  Goldstein.
“As we all adjust to our
post-summer sched-
ules, one routine that
everyone should con-
tinue is using mosqui-
to repellent when out-
doors.”

According to the
DPH, the risk of hu-
man infection with
WNYV is currently ele-
vated in parts of Barn-
stable, Bristol, Essex,

Hampden, Plymouth,
and Worcester Coun-
ties.

For EEE risk levels,

the towns of Leicester,
Charlton, and South-
bridge were all listed in
the moderate-risk zone,
as of press time.

Webster, Oxford, Sut-
ton, and Douglas were
listed in the state’s crit-
ical-risk zone for EEE.
Meanwhile, Uxbridge
and Northbridge were
listed in the high-risk
zone.

Many towns in the

high-risk and criti-
cal-risk zones have
rescheduled sporting

events and other activ-
ities to daylight hours.
Communities are also
taking several other
measures to reduce
mosquito populations.

“Webster is fortu-
nate to be involved
with the Central MA
Mosquito Control Proj-
ect, who conducted
town-wide spraying on
August 20, 2024,” read
a statement released
by the Webster Health
Director. “However,
ground-based mosqui-
to spraying cannot and
does not eliminate risk,
and must not be viewed
by the public as a solu-
tion to EEE risk.”

Local communities
saw no shortage of
rain this past summer,
which led to increased
mosquito activity, ex-
perts said.

While EEE can infect
people of all ages, indi-
viduals under 15 years
of age or over 50 are at
greatest risk for seri-
ous illness. Symptoms
of EEE include high fe-
ver, muscle pain, head-
aches, and seizures.
Symptoms can occur
up to two weeks after a
person is bitten by an
infected mosquito.

There were 12 hu-
man cases of EEE in
Massachusetts in 2019,
leading to six deaths.

In 2020, five human cas-
es and one death were

reported.
WNV can cause fe-
ver, headaches, and

rashes. The illness can
sometimes be serious
or fatal.

Tips for protecting
your family against
mosquitoes include
avoiding outdoor activ-
ities during peak mos-
quito hours from dusk
to dawn. If you must
be outside during these
hours, be sure to apply
insect repellent and
maximize clothing cov-
erage of exposed skin.

Residents can also
reduce the number of
mosquitoes around
their homes by drain-
ing sources of stand-
ing water. Mosquitoes
often lay their eggs in
small pools, wheelbar-
rows, rain gutters, and
drains. Residents are
advised to frequently
empty flowerpots and
wading pools, in addi-
tion to changing the
water in birdbaths dai-
ly.

It is also important
to make sure that win-
dow and door screens
fit tightly and do not
have holes or openings,
officials said.

Local officials con-
tinue to add resources
to help residents pre-
pare their properties
and access the latest
updates on EEE. Many
towns, including Spen-
cer, feature informa-
tion on their websites.

Additional infor-
mation about EEE and
WNYV, as well as reports
of current and histor-
ical virus activity in
Massachusetts, can be
found on the state’s
Web site: www.mass.
govV.
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Country Bank appoints
Marco Bernasconi, Jr.
as Chief Operating and
Innovation Officer

REGION — Mary Mc-
Govern, President and
CEO of Country Bank,
announced Marco Ber-
nasconi, Jr. as its Chief
Operating and Innova-
tion Officer. This new
role and its announce-
ment mark a strategic
decision in the bank's
journey of growth and
innovation.

"We are excited to wel-
come Marco as our new
Chief Operating and In-
novation Officer. He has
extensive experience
in technology, banking,
and fintech and a proven
track record of transfor-
mative leadership. Mar-
co will be invaluable as
we continue to enhance
our digital services and
product offerings. His
commitment to innova-
tion and forward-think-
ing vision perfectly align
with our Corporate Val-
ues of Integrity, Service,
Teamwork, Excellence,
and Prosperity. We are
confident that his ex-
ceptional skills will un-
doubtedly contribute to
Country Bank's growth
and deliver outstanding
value to our customers,"
said Mary McGovern,
Country Bank's Presi-
dent and CEO.

Bernasconi’s distin-
guished career spans
more than 30 years,
during which he has held
various senior positions
in the banking industry.
He holds a Bachelor of
Science in Business Ad-
ministration from East-
ern Connecticut State

University He has a
double major in Finance
and Marketing and a mi-
nor in Economics. With
an impressive technol-
ogy, banking, and fin-
tech background, Marco
brings knowledge and a
proven track record to
this pivotal role.

His journey began at
Chelsea Groton Savings
Bank, where he excelled
in roles ranging from
teller to senior positions
in Retail, Loan Opera-
tions, and Credit. He fur-
ther honed his expertise
as a Conversion Special-
ist at the FDIC, focusing
on loan conversions and
audits. Marco's lead-
ership skills were en-
hanced during his ten-
ure as the Chief Service
Officer at COCC, where
he led a significant or-
ganizational transfor-
mation that resulted in
increased revenue and
a substantial team and
customer base expan-
sion.

Bernasconi’s lead-
ership was further
demonstrated during

his two-year tenure as
the President and CEO
of North Brookfield Sav-
ings Bank. Before join-
ing Country Bank, he
was a Principal of Fin-
tech and Digital Trans-
formation at Wolf &
Company, Inc., where he
continued to drive digi-
tal transformation and
innovation. His achieve-
ments have been recog-
nized with numerous
awards, including the

2021 Best of Central MA
from the WBJ, and the
2022 Banky Award from
Extraordinary Banker.

"Joining Country
Bank as Chief Oper-
ating and Innovation
Officer is an incredible
opportunity. I am excit-
ed to contribute to the
bank's growth and in-
novation plans. I aim
to drive transformative
solutions that enhance
operational excellence
and deliver exceptional
value to our customers. I
look forward to working
with the team to build on
Country Bank's legacy of
excellence and innova-
tion," said Marco Berna-
sconi, Jr.

In addition to his pro-
fessional achievements,
Marco actively supports
Seabury’s  Charitable
Foundation and various
fintech advisory roles,
reflecting his dedica-
tion to community and
industry development.
Marco's commitment
to making a difference
in the community and
industry is truly inspir-
ing.

Bernasconi  resides
with his wife Renee’ in
West Harford, Conn. He
cherishes time on the
Cape with his wife of 28
years, their twins Marco
and Ibrianna who live
in Boston, and their be-
loved dog Ruger. In his
spare time, he enjoys
relaxing on the beach,
boating, and other water
activites with his friends
and family.

Cabill celebrates 10-year
work anniversary at

CHARLTON — Cher-
yl Cahill, MSN Ed, RN,
of Oxford celebrates her
10-year work anniversa-
ry at Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy. She
joined Bay Path as part-
time faculty in 2015. Pri-
or to Bay Path, Cahill
was a Clinical Instructor
at Worcester State Uni-
versity, and an ENPC
Instructor & PALS In-
structor at UMass Me-
morial Medical Center
in Worcester.

Cahill worked as a
staff nurse in both the
Pediatric Emergency
Room and Adult Emer-
gency Room at UMass
Memorial Medical Cen-
ter.

Since 2014 she has had
multiple presentations
such as “Prezi Technol-
ogy,” “Curriculum Anal-
ysis,” “Can simulation
replace clinical experi-
ence,” “Demonstration
Teaching Strategy,” “An
Act for Patient Limits
in all Hospital Intensive
Care Units,” “American
Association of Universi-
ty Professors,” and “Na-
tional Nurses United,”
all at Framingham State
University. At Bay Path
she presented “Geriatric
Pharmacology,” and “Ci-
vility-Self Learning
Module.” She is an ac-
tive Advisor to practical
nursing students, repre-
sented Bay Path in Best
Practice for Simulation,
and have taught many
courses such as Struc-
tures and Functions of
the Human Body, Princi-
ples of Pharmacology,

Dementia Care Certi-
fication, and Domestic
Violence training. She
was a past UNICEF Club

JostHuA HyDE PuBLIC LIBRARY

306 Main St., Sturbridge

508-347-2512
mayent@cwmars.org

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 AT 6:30pm - Armchair
Travelers Book Group KICK-OFF EVENT. The Last Keeper

of Boston Light with Dr. Sally Snowman.

Join the library in welcoming Dr. Sally Snowman, Bos-
ton Light’s seventieth, and the Coast Guard’s last light-
house keeper as she shares a presentation of Boston Light’s

by M.L. Stedman. Sponsored by the Friends of the Joshua

Hyde Public Library.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 FROM 6:00PM TO 8:00PM.
Seascapes in Pastel with Greg Maichack. This pastel paint- Pount®
ing workshop serves sheer beginners to advanced artists.
All materials provided, including professional grade pas-
tels, paper and pencils. Registration is required. This pro-
gram is supported in part by the Sturbridge Cultural Coun-
cil, alocal agency, supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

history beginning in 1716. She will also share anecdotes of

her experiences as a 21st century lighthouse keeper. The

book paired with this event is The Light Between Oceans

Tour Sturbridge Old Burial Ground

STURBRIDGE

On Saturday,
Sept. 21 at 10 a.m., join local historian
Bill Barnsey for an Old Burial Ground
walking tour through 170 years of
Sturbridge history. Through 21 stones
we will explore some notable peo-
ple who shaped our Town, and some
unique stones that illustrate the de-
velopment of stone carving and belief
in the afterlife. Note: We will be “off-

trail” on some very uneven surfaces.
Wear your study shoes!

This program is sponsored by the
Sturbridge Historical Society. Reg-
istration preferred,
tact sgibquig@gmail.com. Rain date:
Sept. 28 at 293 Main St., Sturbridge.
Park along the road in front of the
0Old Burial Ground, or behind the Cen-
ter Office Building at 305 Main St., or

please con-

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!II

news@
stonebridgepress.news -~

-

—_—

N

Go to sturbridgelibrary.org for more information.

in the Publick House parking lot off
Haynes St. and behind the Old Burial

Ground.

7

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566 « 508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week * 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com ¢ hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Bay Path

advisor and is active with the Mock Code Team
preparation and training. She had also taught clin-
icals at Harrington Hospital and Southbridge Reha-
bilitation.

Cahill obtained her Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing degree at the University of Massachusetts Dart-
mouth. She completed her Master of Science in
Nursing Education at Framingham State Univer-
sity. She is a member of the Massachusetts Nurses
Association, the National Nurses United, and the
Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society (Theta
Kappa Chapter).

About Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing Acad-
emy

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy offers a 40-
week (10-month), full-time, Monday through Friday,
evening program. The program begins mid-August
and is completed in late June. Graduates receive
a Practical Nursing Certificate and are eligible to
take the NCLEX-PN licensure exam. The Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy is fully approved by
the:

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Of-
fice of Human Services of Public Health

Board of Registration in Nursing, 250 Washing-
ton St., Boston, MA 02108 617-973-

09000r https://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-reg-
istration-in-nursing. The Bay Path Practical

Nursing Academy is accredited by the: Council
on Occupational Education, 7840

Roswell Rd., Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, GA
30350 Telephone: 800-917-2081 or

www.council.org. Bay Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School is fully accredited

by the: New England Association of Schools and
Colleges 209 Burlington Rd., Suite 201,

Bedford, MA, 01730-1433 781-271- 0022; www.neasc.

org.
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The
Harvest
Is In!

Visit The Farm For:
o Just Baked Pies
o (ider Donuts e Cheese

FREE

Tues.-Thurs. Only

Southbridge Rd., Warren,
Open 10am, - 6pm
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Local real estate professional completes Weichert® Fast Track
training to elevate client services

WORCESTER — Weichert, Realtors® - Hope & Associates, located in Worcester, is proud to announce that Rebecca Tuffour successfully completed the Weichert
Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. Fast Track training program. The training helps quickly bring new and existing Weichert® affiliated agents up to speed on the latest
information, resources and technology available to real estate professionals to help them effectively list, promote and sell properties and offer exceptional service

to their clients.

"Our Fast Track program covers everything a real estate professional needs to know to help them start out on the right track towards a successful career in real
estate," said Bill Scavone, president of Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. "This program is designed to offer a unique learning experience to get our new associates

productive as quickly as possible."

Program participants learn best practices to get started in the real estate industry, find sellers, capture a buyer's attention and list properties to sell quickly.
Agents that complete the Weichert Fast Track training also gain the confidence and competitive edge to succeed in real estate.

Weichert, Realtors® - Hope & Associates is an independently owned and operated Weichert affiliate. For more information about Weichert, Realtors® - Hope &
Associates, please contact Julia Acquaah-Harrison at (508) 795 - 3885 or jharrison@hope-homes.com.

About Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. is a top real estate franchisor established in 2001 by Jim Weichert, president, chairman and CEO of Weichert Companies,
which has been in operation since 1969. The company provides a clearly defined business model for operating, managing, and marketing a real estate brokerage,
along with industry-leading technology, marketing tools, and support. Its first affiliate opened in 2002, and the franchise network has since grown to more than 350
offices, serving markets in over 40 states. The company has been named one of the top traditional residential real estate franchises by Entrepreneur magazine for
20 straight years and identified by Franchise Business Review as a top franchise for owner satisfaction nine years in a row. For more information about Weichert,
visit Weichert.com. For more information about franchise opportunities, visit WeichertFranchise.com.

LEGALS

The Brimfield ZBA will hold a public
hearing at 5:30 pm on September
19, 2024, at Hitchcock Academy, 2
Brookfield Rd. on behalf of ODED
Light of 55 Good Rich St, Hamden
CT, for the vacant land on Warren Rd,
Parcel ID #846, 2-B-6. The applicant
seeks a variance to put in common
driveway(s) due to hardship or wet-
lands. Abutters and members of the
public are encouraged to attend and
provide feedback.

September 6, 2024

September 13, 2024

NOTICE OF INITIAL SITE INVESTI-
GATION AND TIER Il CLASSIFICA-
TION

DPW YARD

1 NEW BOSTON ROAD EXTENSION,
STURBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
RELEASE TRACKING NUMBER
2-0022425

A release of oil and/or hazardous ma-
terials has occurred at this location,
which is a disposal site as defined by
M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 and the Massa-
chusetts Contingency Plan, 310 CMR
40.0000. To evaluate the release, a
Phase | Initial Site Investigation was
performed pursuant to 310 CMR
40.0480. As a result of this investiga-
tion, the site has been classified as Tier
Il pursuant to 310 CMR 40.0500. On or
about September 4, 2024, The Town of
Sturbridge has filed a Tier Il Classifica-
tion Submittal with the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (MassDEP). To obtain more in-
formation on this disposal site, please
contact Lori McCarthy, LSP of O’Reilly
Talbot & Okun Associates, Inc., 293
Bridge Street, Suite 500, Springfield,
MA 01103, 413-788-6222. The Tier |l
Classification Submittal and the dis-
posal site file can be viewed at Mass-
DEP website using Release Tracking
Number (RTN) 2-0022425 at https://
eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/portal/dep/
wastesite/viewer/2-0022425 or at the
Central Regional Office of the Massa-
chusetts Department of Environmental
Protection, located at 8 Bond Street
in  Worcester, Massachusetts 508-
792-7650. Additional public involve-
ment opportunities are available under
310 CMR 40.1403(9) and 310 CMR
40.1404.

September 12, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL
ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Jose J. Peralta to
Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee
for Land Home Financial Services,
Inc., its successors and assigns, dated
April 10, 2020 and recorded in Worces-
ter County (Worcester District) Regis-
try of Deeds in Book 62189, Page 219
(the “Mortgage”) of which mortgage
Land Home Financial Services, Inc.
is the present holder by Assignment
from Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as
nominee for Land Home Financial Ser-
vices, Inc., its successors and assigns
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to Land Home Financial Services, Inc.
dated August 26, 2022 and recorded at
said Registry of Deeds in Book 68166,
Page 130, for breach of conditions of
said mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing the same, the mortgaged
premises located at 277 South Street,
Southbridge, MA 01550 will be sold at
a Public Auction at 1:00 PM on October
3, 2024, at the mortgaged premises,
more particularly described below, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage, to wit:

The land, with the buildings thereon,
situated in Southbridge, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, located at the
southeasterly corner of South Street
and Newell Avenue, shown as Lot A on
a Plan entitled “Plan of Land in South-
bridge, Massachusetts, owned by Paul
Triba, April 20, 1987, Para Land Sur-
veying, Incorporated, Southbridge,
Massachusetts, Scale 1”7 = 20’ “; said
Plan being recorded with Worcester
District Registry of Deeds, at Plan Book
575, Plan 70; and said Lot being more
particularly bounded and described as
follows:

BEGINNING at the Northwest corner
of land herein described, at the inter-
section of South Street and Newell Av-
enue and running

THENCE S. 73 deg 52 min. 00 sec.
E along the Southerly side of South
Street a distance of 114.95 feet;
THENCE S. 01 deg. 57 min. 57 sec. W.
along land now or formerly of Francis
E. and Gertrude E. Holden, a distance
of 89.55 feet;

THENCE S. 86 deg. 15 min. 33 sec. W.
along Lot B on said Plan, a distance of
88.32 feet;

THENCE N. 69 deg. 40 min. 06 sec. W.
along said Lot B, a distance of 32.85
feet to a point on the Easterly side of
said Newell Avenue;

THENCE N. 05 deg. 42 min. 44 sec. E.
along said Newell Avenue, a distance
of 116.36 feet to the point of beginning.
CONTAINING an area of 12,500
square feet.

BEING THE SAME PREMISES CON-
VEYED TO THE MORTGAGOR BY
DEED OF MARIA ISABEL BERNARD
RECORDED WITH THE WORCES-
TER DISTRICT REGISTRY OF
DEEDS HEREWITH.

For mortgagor’s title see deed
recorded with the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 62189, Page 216.

The premises will be sold subject
to any and all unpaid taxes and other
municipal assessments and liens, and
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled
to precedence over this mortgage, and
subject to and with the benefit of all
easements, restrictions, reservations
and conditions of record and subject to
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in
possession.

Terms of the Sale: Cashier’s or
certified check in the sum of $5,000.00
as a deposit must be shown at the time
and place of the sale in order to qual-
ify as a bidder (the mortgage holder
and its designee(s) are exempt from
this requirement); high bidder to sign
written Memorandum of Sale upon ac-
ceptance of bid; balance of purchase
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price payable by certified check in thir-

ty (30) days from the date of the sale

at the offices of mortgagee’s attorney,

Korde & Associates, P.C., 900 Chelms-

ford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or

such other time as may be designated

by mortgagee. The description for the

premises contained in said mortgage

shall control in the event of a typo-

graphical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at

the sale.

Land Home Financial Services, Inc.

Korde & Associates, P.C.

900 Chelmsford Street

Suite 3102

Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500

Peralta, Jose J., 22-040632

September 12, 2024

September 19, 2024

September 26, 2024

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission
Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation
Commission will hold a public meeting
on Wednesday October 09, 2024, at
6:00 PM to review a Notice of Intent
submitted by McClure Engineering,
Inc. c/o Doug Findlay. The Notice of
Intent requests to build a Self-Storage

Facility.
Project Location: 49 Palmer Road,
Brimfield, MA (Assessor’s Map (13-
A-8)
Meeting Location: Public Partic
zpation will be In-Person at Hitchcock
Academy at 2 Brookfield Road,
Brimfield, MA 01010 on October 09,
2024, at 6:00 PM.
Any person(s) interested or wishing
to be heard on this request should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated. A copy of the permit appli-
cation and plan may be inspected
at the Brimfield Town Annex in the
Conservation Commission Office,
Salisbury Annex Building, 2nd Floor,
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010
or contact the office at 413-245-4100
ext. 1101.
Roger deBruyn &
Joseph Venezia Co-Chairs
09/04/2024
September 13, 2024
September 20, 2024

A.C. 92A
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
WO24E0064PP
Petition to Partition
WORCESTER, SS.
PROBATE COURT
To Jason Burdett and Jennifer M. Bur-
dett and to all other interested persons.
A petition has been presented to said
Court by Mark J. Zarzecki and Deb-
orah B. Zarzecki of Charlton in the
County of Worcester representing that
he hold as tenant in common undivid-
ed part or share of certain land lying in
Charlton in said County Worcester and
briefly described as follows:
The premises shown as Lot 17 on a
Plan titled “Definitive Plan” Larnerd Hill
Farm, Charlton, MA, prepared by Tau-

.
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per Land survey dated February 24,
1994 and recorded at the Worcester
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book
686, Plan 82. Sheet 2

Granting the right to pass and repass
over all roads shown on said plan for
the purposes public ways are used in
the Town of Charlton.

Being the same premises as conveyed
to the Grantors by deed dated February
18, 1997 and recorded with Worcester
District Registry of Deeds Book 18615,
page 399.

A life interest in the building addition
where the Grantees reside, or will re-
side upon completion in the premises
shown as Lot 17 on a Plan titled “Defin-
itive Plan” Larnerd Hill Farm, Charlton,
MA, prepared by Tauper Land survey
dated February 24, 1994 and record-
ed at the Worcester District Registry of
Deeds, Plan Book 686, Plan 82. Sheet
2

Granting the right to pass and repass
over all roads shown on said plan for
the purposes public ways are used in
the Town of Charlton.

Being the same premises as conveyed
to the Grantors by deed dated Sep-
tember 10, 2019 and recorded with
Worcester District Registry of Deeds
Book 61235, Page 50.

setting forth that he/she desires that
all the aforesaid described part of said
land may be sold at private sale for
not less than $775,000.00 dollars, and
praying that partition may be made of
all the land aforesaid according to law,
and to that end that a commissioner
be appointed to make such partition
and be ordered to make sale and con-
veyance of all, or any part of said land
which the Court finds cannot be ad-
vantageously divided either at private
sale or public auction, and be ordered
to distribute the net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object thereto you or
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on
the Eight day of October, the return
date of this citation.

Witness, LEILAH A. KEAMY, Esquire,
First Judge of said Court, this thirteenth
day of August 2024.

Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate

September 5, 2024

September 12, 2024

September 19, 2024

DUDLEY CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
Public Hearing Notice
A Public Hearing will be held at the
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West
Main Street in Dudley, MA at 6:00 PM
on October 2, 2024 to consider a
Notice of Intent of R & S Blue Skies
LLC for the property located at: 384
West Main Street for Repair of Septic
System
This is a Public Hearing under the
requirements of G.L. CH. 131 §40,
as amended. Plans are available at
the Conservation Commission’s office
at the Dudley Municipal Complex
from 9 AM to 4 PM on Mondays and
Tuesdays. For more information, call
508-949-8011.
September 13, 2024

businesces here to cerve youl
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OBITUARIES

OXFORD - Bruce S.
Loranger, 78, died on
Wednesday, September 4,
2024, at UMass Memorial
Medical Center -
University Campus in
Worcester. He is sur-
vived by his wife 13
years, Paulette C. Cole-
Loranger; two daughters,
Jane, and Sarah and her
husband Mark; a sis-
ter, Patricia Parks; two
grandchildren, Logan
and Chloe; Paulette’s children, Gail,
Paul, and Rick; Paulette’s grandchil-
dren, Samantha, Olivia, Paul, Rick
Jr., and Alex; and many extended
family members.

He was born in Southbridge, son
of the late Armand J. and Virginia
M. (Freudenthal) Loranger, and lived
most of his life in Oxford. He grad-
uated from Oxford High School and
was a U.S. Army Veteran.

Bruce was employed by Drake
Petroleum and Marane Oil; safely
driving gasoline tankers for over two

Bruce S. Loranger, 78

decades before becoming
the owner/operator of
American Tree Service.
During retirement, he
worked for Central Mass
Auto Auction in Oxford.

Mr. Loranger was an
active member of St.
Roch’s Church, where he
also served as an usher
and collector. Bruce was a
member of the American
Legion Post 58 in Oxford,
the Legion Riders, and
Singletary Rod and
Gun Club. His interests
included trucks, tractors,
trailers, and motorcycles.

A funeral service will be held at 11
a.m. on Tuesday, September 10, 2024,
at Paradis-Givner Funeral Home, 357
Main St., Oxford. Burial will follow
at West Ridge Cemetery in Charlton.
Calling hours are Tuesday from 9:30-
11:00 a.m. at the funeral home prior to
the service.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Oxford Fire/
EMS, 181 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
or to St. Roch’s Church, 334 Main St.,
Oxford, MA 01540.

Carolyn Milligan, 80

OXFORD - Carolyn
(Hazzard) Milligan, 80,
of Russell Lane, died
Tuesday, August 27, 2024,
at St. Vincent Hospital
in Worcester, after a long
illness. She was prede-
ceased by her husband,
Harry G. Milligan Jr. who
died in 2010. She is sur-
vived by a son, Scott H.
Milligan of Oxford; her
niece and nephew whom
she raised, Carolann
Hazzard of Florida,
and Robert Hazzard of
Tennessee; and her cous-
in, Joan Marchand of
Webster. She was predeceased by
her brother, Roy Hazzard who died
in 2005.

She was born in Worcester, daugh-
ter of the late Lewis E. and Catherine
V. (Sibley) Hazzard, and was a lifelong
resident of Oxford.

Mrs. Milligan was a
. homemaker who cared
for her husband, children,
and home throughout her
life. In her younger years,
she worked at Bates Shoe
in Webster and Paula’s
Cleaning Service in
Oxford. She was a mem-
ber of the Jehovah’s
Witness Kingdom Hall in
Oxford.

A private service will
be held at the Jehovah’s
Witness Kingdom Hall in
Oxford. Burial with her
husband will be private
at North Cemetery in
Oxford. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to the
Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall, 52
0Old Webster Rd., Oxford, MA 01540.

Paradis-Givner Funeral Home in
Oxford is directing the arrangements.

Maggie Wilson, 81

Newton- Maggie Wilson,
81, formerly of Westview
Commons in Killingly and
Lebanon Hill Housing,
Southbridge, passed
away at Saint Elizabeth
Medical Center, Boston,
MA.

Maggie leaves her two
sons, David K. Ayau and
his wife Skiyea L. Ayau,
Joel T. Ayau and his
wife Cheng-Yin Lin, and
her five grandchildren
Kahliel K. Ayau, Kalai K.
Ayau, Makani K. Ayau,
Keoni K. Ayau, and Ian L.
Ayau, as well as her for-
mer husband Thomas L.C. Ayau, Jr.
She was predeceased by her husband
of 9 years, Theodore M. Harakaly Sr.

Maggie was born and raised in
Southbridge, MA. She graduated from
Mary E. Wells in 1960, and complet-
ed degrees at Clark University and
Chaminade University. Maggie was a
profoundly sympathetic and compas-
sionate woman who found her calling
late in life as a social worker, assist-
ing the elderly through Tri-Valley

TROOP 338

continued from page 1

Elderly Services. She
came to sobriety through
Alcoholics Anonymous,
an organization which
became central to her
social life and network
of caring for many other
women. Maggie had a
life full of zest, and was
known for her quirky
sense of humor and love
for her children and
grandchildren.

Calling hours for
Maggie will be held on
Wednesday, Sept. 4th,
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm in the
Daniel T. Morrill Funeral
Home, 130 Hamilton St., Southbridge,
followed by a Funeral Service in the
funeral home at 7:00pm. Burial in Oak
Ridge Cemetery, Southbridge, will be
held at the convenience of the family.

In lieu of flowers donations may be
made to the Salvation Army, 640 Main
Street

Worcester, MA 01608 or online
at  http://salvationarmyma.org/
Worcester

HINT

continued from page 7

I suggest putting a tea-
spoon of sugar in the pot
because it makes it a lit-
tle bit sweeter. Boil it for
about three minutes. To
avoid the mess when cut-
ting kernels, I use a bundt
pan. I put the pointed end
of the cob in the hole in
the middle of the pan and
cut the kernels off with
a knife. They fall right
around that circle inside
of the pan and no mess!

*%

Corn Fun Facts

*The more silk on the
cob, the more the kernels!

*The number of rows
on a kernel is always an
even number.

*There are about 800
kernels in 16 rows on each
ear of corn.

of medium sized corn on
the cob to equal a cup of
kernels.

*The corncob (ear) is
actually part of the corn
plant’s flower.

* The world record for
eating corn on the cob
stands at 61.75 ears con-
sumed in 12 minutes by
American competitive
eater Carmen Cincotti.

*%

Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you a
great dinner for two at the
historic Publick House
Historic Inn in Sturbridge!
Simply send in a hint to
be entered into a random
drawing. One winner per
month (or whenever I re-
ceive enough tips for a
column) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned

Route 131 across the town
common in historic Stur-
bridge. Because I'm in the
business of dispensing
tips, not inventing them
(although I can take cred-
it for some), I'm counting
on you readers out there
to share your best helpful
hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regarding
household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share
them with readers of
Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions
and/or hints to: Take the
Hint!, C/othe Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for dinner
for two at the historic Pub-

Kenzie Hirtz, a former Girl Scout who moved over to Troop 338 when the op-
portunity presented itself, said she has greatly enjoyed her experiences and en-
courages everyone to get involved.

“Scouting in general is a lot of fun. I actually like working with both boys and
girls. It’s a lot of fun and I feel like everyone just has a good time. I feel like we’re
all friends in the troop. We do a bunch of things to learn life skills we will use all
the time in life. I've used real skills in real life. I feel like what we learn is really
important,” said Hirtz.

Troop 338 has been a staple at many town events and programs in Charlton
most recently selling fried dough during Old Home Day and celebrating the Eagle
Scout project of one of its members, Adam Rydlak, who helped spearhead a new
pickleball court in town. The troop has also partaken in many educational and
outdoor programs including partnerships with local first responders, numerous
hiking trips, and even a trip to Gettysburg in 2023.

Those interested in learning more about Troop 338 can attend the special
Night of Fun on Thursday Sept. 19th at the Troop’s normal meeting place of St.
Joseph Church. Interested parties can also email the troop at bsatroop338charl-
ton#gmail.com. Troop Membership is open for boys and girls ages 11 to 17.

SionebidgePressoom

*It takes about two ears restaurant, located on lick House Inn.

PEACE

continued from page 6

a knowing that everything will be taken care of.

The true mystery of Peace Pilgrim wasn't just how she survived physically, but
how she radiated such calm and positivity in every situation.

"When you find peace within yourself, you become the kind of person who can
live at peace with others." she said.

And indeed, wherever she went, people felt drawn to her message of peace. Her
calm, centered presence inspired thousands of people.

Though her identity remained unknown for many years, it wasn't until after
her death in 1981 that people learned she had been born Mildred Lisette Norman.
She had lived a normal life before experiencing a spiritual awakening that led her
to dedicate her life to peace.

Despite her hardships, she always remained positive, saying, "Keep your feet
on the ground and your thoughts at lofty heights."

The secret may be found in trusting the journey and believing in the goodness
of others and the world. By following the example of Peace Pilgrim, we can learn
to embrace uncertainty, knowing that even in the most trying times, life provides
exactly what we need.

RESOURCES

continued from page 1

someone with Alzheimer’s and other dementias at all stages along with support
for transitioning to different care settings. This is a drop-in group and pre-regis-
tration is not required. For more information, contact Alzheimer’s Support Net-
work at 1-800-286-6640 extension 3123, or info@alzsupportnet.org.

Charlton Senior Center offering(s):

Join us for a free Fit Minds program on Monday, Sept. 23, 1 p.m. (Sign up is
required by calling 508-248-2231). This program provides mental stimulation for
seniors and senior living communities and supports a wide range of cognitive
abilities, from independent seniors to those challenged with Alzheimer’s and oth-
er types of mild, moderate and advanced dementia. Fit Minds exercises five key
areas of cognition:

Language and Music, Visual/Spatial Orientation, Memory, Critical Thinking,
and Computation. We will practice activities that keep your brain sharp-mental
exercise! This program will be led by Charlton Senior Center Director Michelle
Drumm, who is a Certified Dementia Practitioner and Cognition Coach.

Dementia Friend Information Session will take place on Thursday, Oct. 3, 1
p.m. at the Senior Center. Registration is required by calling the Center at 508-
248-2231. This is a free one-hour informational session to learn more about living
with dementia and the simple things you can do to make a difference in your com-
munity. You’ll learn what dementia is, what it’s like to live with it, and some tips
for communicating with people who have dementia. Tri-Valley Options Counsel-
ors will be available for memory screenings and future planning following the
session. Dementia Friends is a global movement developed by the Alzheimer’s
Society. To learn more, visit www.dementiafriendsma.org.

The Overlook offering(s):

Looking for a “dementia-friendly” outing with your loved one? Look no further
than the Memory Cafe hosted by The Overlook! The Charlton Memory Café is a
monthly social gathering for individuals living with dementia, and their caregiv-
er, in a safe, relaxing and welcoming setting. We offer music, refreshments and
an environment that fosters interactions, connection and friendship. The Café
meets the 2nd Thursday of each month from 1-2 p.m. in the Vista Adult Day Pro-
gram space at The Overlook. For more info contact Kathy Walker at 508-434-2551
or kawalker@overlook-mass.org.

Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main St.
Charlton Senior Center is located in Town Hall, 37 Main St.
The Overlook is located at 88 Masonic Home Rd.

’ ’ 4 ’ ’
f:armlg Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

(FARLIEY |Memaman

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 9/13 & SATURDAY 9/14

HADDOCK
PARMENAN

| erou .
Spencr Country [nn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 9/30/24

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10am-Ipm
All You Can Eat $21.95  (plustax & gratuity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift
Cards

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS BUILDER

(" MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC )
DUCTLESS SPLIT
HEAT-PUMPS

HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING

Michael J. Williams

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs

10

KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning

Qpﬂﬂmﬂimgh

B+U+I*L*D+*E*R

SHEET METAL

FABRICATION

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC
COOLING & HEATING
M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988
High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035

DIAMOND

energize @™
mass save g2

Auﬂ ved vendor

www.mj iwhvac.com #»oe vendor

Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ° Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234—2231

www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified * RS# 2678

High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

908-784-1550
:ERO F

INCORPORATED

Remodeling Expert
4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

**Serving the Boston, Worcester,
and Surrounding Areas! **

Our services include:
- Recurring Cleaning
- Move-In and Move-Out Cleaning
- Rental Property Cleaning
- Residential Cleaning
- Commercial Business Cleaning
- Decluttering
- Dusting

- Organization

Contact us today for a spotless and organized space!

CLEANERS
WITH CARE

774-999-7819

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~
Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE
. estimate at:

774-262-9166

i e
- |
Martini
Masonry & Excavation
Michael Martini

(508) 557-3211

“specialize in stone masonry
and all your excavating nee

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford
WORCESTERCOUNTY

Contact@cleanerswithcare.com

LAWNMOWER.COM

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services
Over 30 years experience
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

chimneys/masonry [llchivneysiasoney [l GUTTERS [l Home Improvementl]  MASONRY

CHIMNEY

CLEANINGS

ONLY $99
ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!
-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

JOHN DALY
Plumbing

Water heaters, Faucets,
Toilets, New pex water piping,
Outside hose connections
replaced or added,
Dishwashers, Garbage
disposals, Water filters,
Tub & shower valves,
Tub & shower replacements
Any repair or
replacement needed.

Serving Worcester
County since 1988

Lic.#MPL-21763
Since 1988

Call John
508.304.7816

We are home owners’
plumbers!
jdrainman714@aol.com

J‘w MIKE LAMBERT'S

‘S\ PLUMBING &

HEATING INC.
i LI 16843-14

Commercial,
Residential,
New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
@aMAIL.COM

:Excavatlng
Landscaping
Walkways

Patios
And More Just Ask

508-667-0581

Licensed

& Insured

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUARANTEED

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Roofing, siding, gutter
cleaning, gutter repairs,
Certainteed Shingle
Master Certified!
Contact Daniel Truax
508-450-7472
call or text
gbmaintco.com

Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

F|nancm? Ava|IabIe

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

C==]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn4b@gmail.com

Punting_§ ROOFING J_RUUFNG_J—Rooting —

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the

Better Business Bureau.

A+ rating and accredited
member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &

25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459

CT-HIC #0638641

Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

GJ LEDUC

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

" Asian Longho}r; <k

Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ¢ Free éuo;;es
REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

PAINTING_|_Plastering
Scott Bernard’s| |Glenn LeBlanc
PRECISION| |PLASTERING
Plastering small
PAINTERS jobs; additions,
Finest ceilings,
Craftsmanship bathrooms,
Since 1979 remodels,
Interior-Exterior patches.
Paints, Stains, Over 40 Years
Wallpaper and Experience.
Fine Faux Finishes Quality
Satisfaction Workmanship
Guaranteed Insured
Free Estimates CALL
774.452.0321| | 508-612-9573

Fully Insured, Free Estimates

) B
)

DEUEI.UPMENT
o —

Complete Site Work
Including:
Excavating ¢ Bulldozing
Trucking * Demolition
* Stump Removal
* Timber Harvesting
* Yard Expansions
& Tree Removal
* Lot Clearing
* Cellar Holes
* Septic Systems
eLawn Installation
* Retaining Walls
* Fields Made
860-382-5071
Field Stone and

Firewood for sale
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with lakesode properties seeing the
largest jump. As an example (one
that will only figure in the rates next
year, as it happened after last Janu-
ary's cutoff date for calculations),
she saw a lake property assessed at
$496,000 sell for $1 million. Under
this year's average rise, it should
have been about $600,000.

“The last three years, the sales
have been crazy,” Morgan said. “...I
have never seen [sellers say] give us
your best price by Friday. There are a
lot more people wanting to buy than
there are houses on the market.”

Chair Jamie Goodwin attributed
that to “a combination of Covid, the
collapse around 2008 of the housing
bubble, and Eastern Mass exploding
in cost.” He predicted the prices will
give towns “whiplash for the foresee-
able future.”

Morgan agreed, adding, “The peo-
ple to complain to would be the ones
who are buying the properties, and
selling for crazy money.”

Earlier, she'd summarized how
actual tax rates get set this way:
“Here's the values, here's the town's
levy, what does the tax rate have to be
to equal that levy? The budget's set
at Town Meeting. The values are set
out in the market.” In this case, that
means the Town Meeting approved
budget back in June, but “we don't
look at the budget when we're setting
[property] values,” she noted.

By law, those have to be based on
sale prices of similar properties at
“fair market value” and the asses-
sors' own inspections of the proper-
ties to verify accuracy. What the town
assesses is supposed to be within 10
percent of selling value (and Morgan
didn't know why the lakeshore prop-
erty sold so high).

As part of Morgan's presentation,
she summarized the fiscal impacts of
setting a split rate and three kinds
of exemptions — for open space, res-
idential and small commercial prop-
erties.

Regarding splitting the rate, she
said Sturbridge has had it before and
she's seen it in other towns. “Nor-
mally, it's a 30 percent CIP value that
makes it feasible to do a split tax
rate,” she said, with CIP being an ab-
breviation for the “commercial, in-
dustrial and personal property” tax
classes.

In Sturbridge, CIP accounts for
15.11 percent of all property. Morgan
noted that of the 108 split-rate com-
munities, 101 have a higher CIP per-
centage than Sturbridge does.

If Sturbridge were to do that this
year at the highest allowed shift (150
percent), it'd reduce the residential
rate by $1.42 and increase the CIP
rate by $7.97. That would mean the
average home would save $684.72, but
the average CIP property would pay
$3843.13 more in taxes.

Regarding the open space dis-
count, Morgan said all applicable
land is already covered by Chapter
61, where owners are “assessed at
25 percent of fair market value or
lower.” That means a 20 acre parcel
worth $71,900 is assessed only as
$5433, saving the owners about $1000
a year.

Regarding the residential ex-
emption, she noted 3,153 residences
would see a tax reduction and 959
would see increases, and the first
$146,169 of a property's value would
be exempted. If an average-value
property qualifies, it'd get a $389 re-
duction, but the same value proper-
ty that doesn't qualify would get a
$2,787 increase.

Those figures, she said are aver-
ages.

“Some will see more of an in-
crease, and some people will see less
of a decrease,” Morgan said, adding
this exemption would hit the Retire-
ment Co-op particularly hard. “They
get a discount, but because of their
value, they don't see a credit” and
would end up paying more taxes.

Regarding the small commercial
exemption, Morgan said 41 of the
town's 226 firms might qualify under
the criteria of being in business as
of Jan. 1 that has under 10 employ-
ees and less than $1 million in value.
But there are two catches — all of the
businesses sharing a property have
to qualify and the break goes to the
property owner (who doesn't have
to be there), not the qualified busi-
ness(es).

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

Bay Path LPN receives DAISY Award

CHARLTON
Kelsey Roman, LPN,
an alumna of Bay
Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy and an
LPN at the Baystate
Medical Center, has
received the presti-
gious DAISY Award.

A national pro-
gram, the award is
presented to nurses
who go above and
beyond for their pa-
tients and communi-
ty. She was nominated
by Katie Dambeck,
RRT, for her determi-
nation and life-saving
patient advocacy.

Roman’s recogni-
tion is particularly
special because it is
the first time in Bay-
state Medical Cen-
ter’s history that an
LPN has been hon-
ored with the DAISY
Award. The DAISY
Award recognizes the
outstanding profes-
sionalism and com-

passion that nurses
bring to patients and
families every day. It
was established by
the DAISY Founda-
tion in California in
memory of J. Patrick
Barnes, who died at
age 33 of an autoim-
mune disease. DAI-
SY is an acronym for
“diseases attacking
the immune system.”

According to Dam-
beck, “Kelsey acti-
vated RRT to the bed-
side of a patient with
concerns regarding
his extremely large,
semi rigid abdomen.
He had increasing
pain and shortness
of breath. My imme-
diate assessment, as
a seasoned surgical
nurse, was completely
in line with her con-
cerns. I knew upon
sight of this patient's
abdomen that we
were moving towards
a surgical emergency.

Misid
KELSEY ROMAN

I was able to discuss
the plan of care with
the providers at bed-
side, who agreed to
consult surgery. The
following day, while
rounding, Kelsey
brought me back
to the bedside with

continued concern. I
agreed with her and
assisted in adminis-
tering a Harris drip
enema per the medi-
cal recommendations.
I had to leave the bed-
side for an emergency,
but upon my return
that evening, it was
very clear that Kelsey
continued to strong-
ly advocate for her
patient  throughout
the day. As it turned
out, the patient had
an impending per-
foration. Kelsey
continually commu-
nicated with her pro-

viders, performed
multiple time-con-
suming interven-
tions, and brought

RRT to the bedside
to support her con-
cerns.”

op unit, all because
Kelsey trusted her
instincts and did not
give up and showed
tremendous compas-
sion to her patient.”
Roman graduated
from Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy
with the Class of 2019.
While at Bay Path she
was a Horatio Alger
CTE scholarship re-
cipient, an officer for
the UNICEF Club, a
student representa-
tive, and a district
champion for SKkill-
sUSA Health Knowl-
edge Bowl earning
a Gold Medal. She
volunteered for MRC,
the Paxton Fair, the
Bay Path College Fair,
and the Safety Fair in
Marlboro. She is certi-
fied in Mental Health

PLAY

continued from page 2
with all sorts of reptiles to learn about
— plus much, much more.

View our full schedule on our web-
site: https://www.worcesterdayofplay.
org/

The Day of Play is a free, volun-
teer-based event and open to the public
thanks to our sponsors, including:

Presenting Sponsors

Edward Street

Worcester Family Partnership

City of Worcester (ARPA Cultural
Organizations Pandemic Relief Grant)

Play Area Sponsor

The Hanover Insurance Group Foun-
dation

Activity Sponsors

Abbvie

Guild of St. Agnes

Mass Cultural Council (grant)

Tufts Health Plan/Point 32
Wegmans

Contributing Sponsors

Berkshire Bank

Boys & Girls Club of Worcester
Country Bank

Eastern Bank

Rainbow Child Development Center
Supporting Sponsors

Cornerstone Bank

Early Childhood Advocates for All
Middlesex Savings Bank

Open Sky Community Services
Price Chopper | Market 32

Webster Five

YWCA of Central MA.

The rain date is Saturday, September

28th.

For more information, visit http://
www.worcesterdayofplay.org or the Day

Dambeck  added First Aid and Infu-
that that the patient sion Therapy/Central
was out of Surgical Line Care.

ICU, “alive and am-
bulating on the post-
of Play Facebook page.
About Edward Street

Edward Street is a private, non-profit
agency that collaborates to improve the
quality and impact of early education
and care, enhancing the development of
young children and strengthening fam-
ilies in Central Massachusetts. Learn
more atwww.edwardstreet.org.

About Worcester Family Partner-
ship

Worcester Family Partnership is
funded through a MA Department of
Early Education and Care grant to pro-
vide support services to families with
children birth to school age. Worcester
Family Partnership offers free play-
groups, the opportunity to participate
in a free screening for your child, and
many other programs. Learn more
at https://worcesterschools.org/about/

WWII LETTERS

continued from page 1

goes on, we'll have to make
the most of it,” she wrote,
noting she hoped he'd be
home before next Christmas.
“...Ithink the separation will
only strengthen us more.”

A later letter talked about
Singleton's birth in April
1944 (he'd be the first of six
kids). Becky noted she'd
spent 10 days in the hospital,
and Singleton said she was
generally “very careful not
to talk about her anxiety”
over her husband's dangers.
Singleton said his father
“wrote more in the latter
half of his tour than in the
first half.”

Singleton's talk wove be-
tween his parent's letters
and some of the history of
the Pacific Campaign. He
noted the battle at Tarawa
was particularly bloody
because the Marines faced
“dozens of pillboxes, bun-
kers and emplacements”
that were well-hidden from
air assault. According to

Wikipedia, 1,009 Marines
died and 2101 were injured of
the US force's 35,000 troops.
Meanwhile, 4,690 Japanese
defenders died (including
construction workers, some
of them Korean); only 17 sol-
diers survived.

The military learned from
that experience. Singleton
said the next invasion in the
Marshall Islands “was much
more successful with fewer
casualties.” Royce Sr later
flew at Kwalajein, four of the
Mariana landings and Leyte
in the Philippines. That
place, Oct. 20, 1944, hosted
“the largest naval battle ever
fought” and destroyed much
of the remaining Japanese
Navy. Royce Sr returned to
the US soon afterward for
reasons Singleton said are in
the book, but he continued
in the Navy for another 30
years, including visits to Ja-
pan and Korea.

“I remember him express-
ing admiration for the Jap-
anese” as people, but also
noting they were “brutal to

prisoners.”

The Suwannee was part of
Carrier Division 22, mostly
“escort carriers” (designated
CVE, as opposed to regular
carriers, which are CV) that
were in fact converted oilers,
he said. He noted the crews
said CVE meant “combusti-
ble, vulnerable and expend-
able,” and accidents were
common among the planes;
his squadron lost 11 planes
overboard and “operational
losses exceeded combat loss-
es throughout the war.”

Singleton said reading his
parents' letters and research-
ing the background prompt-
ed this thought: “for the first
time in my life, I began to see
the heroism in my father's
service.” That took a long
time; not only did Royce Sr
say very little and Singleton
got the letters after his death,
but most of the military de-
tails were still classified un-
til the 1990s.

Regarding the book itself,
he said he contacted several
regular publishers, but opt-

ed to self-publish after they
“kept telling me there's not
a big enough market for the
book.”

“I think their story is
worth telling,” he said. “So
much of what you read
about the war is admirals
and generals, not the every-
day people. ... Only recently
have we had the capacity to
report everyday lives.”

Historically, he's pub-
lished a couple sociology
textbooks and “written a lot”
(he's a retired Holy Cross
professor), but this is his
first “trade” book.

“When you do self-pub-
lish, unfortunately, you're
not going to be able to sell in
bookstores,” he said. (That
largely applies to the major
chains; local stores often will
support local authors. But
self-published authors gen-
erally don't get the corporate
distribution that major au-
thors have; they have to do it
themselves.)

Gus Steeves can be reached
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com.
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when no one
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for over 50 years!
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HAPPY NEW “SCHOOL” YEAR!

Trinity Catholic Academy was happy to welcome students back on August 26th. Students and families were excited
to meet the new teachers and reconnect with classmates. The year is off to a great start, and we are thrilled to have
everyone back together again!

Master Masons invited to
200th anniversary of General

CHARLTON On
Tuesday, Sept. 2, the Rid-
er Tavern in Charlton
was packed with people
who wanted to witness
the reenactment of Gen-
eral Marquis Lafayette’s
visit 200 years ago.

The Charlton Histor-
ical Society, Old Stur-
bridge Village, and the
American Friends of
Lafayette  collaborated
to commemorate La-
fayette’s reception in
Charlton on Sept. 3, 1824.
The Rider Tavern, then
known as Stone’s Coffee
House, is where General
Lafayette stopped at 255
Stafford Street, which
still exists today and is
maintained by the Charl-
ton Historical Society.
Across the street is the
field where the Charlton
Militia drilled in 1824.

From a distance you
can hear the fife and
drums corps of General
Lafayette’s  presession
marching down the
street. As the sounds of
the fife and drums were
getting louder and clos-
er you could hear the
cadence of the officer
giving marching com-
mands. The crowd of
people that were sitting,
got up from their lawn
chairs, started moving
towards the road to see
and get a look at this dis-
tinguished gentleman

walking in front of his
marching soldiers to-

Town-to-Town

Lafayette Tour

Courtesy

Masonic members soldiers of The Sons of the American
Revolution club, middle to right back: Masonic members
in civilian era clothing the Colonial Craftsman Club of
Colonial Massachusetts, front right: with hat on General
Marquis Lafayette and gentleman with blue suit coat is
the Most Worshipful Grand Master of The Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts of Boston and his lovely wife.

wards the Rider Tavern.
The soldiers marched up
the steps single file and
lined up in front of the
tavern. The Rev. Rich,
played by town select-
men David Singer, said
a few words as General
Lafayette stood on the
sideline waiting for his
turn to speak. The Gen-
eral walked up to the
podium, bowed his head
to the people, and gave
an elegant and mesmer-
izing speech about the
American people and
the time he spent in this
country.

Special guests who
were also invited to
participate in this reen-
actment were Mason-
ic clubs who dress as
costumed interpreters.
These Master Mason so-
cial clubs are fraternal
and charitable Masonic

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

174-200-7308

clubs operating within
the jurisdiction of the
Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts.
Participants  included
The Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution Club, sol-
diers dressed in revolu-
tion era uniforms of that
time, the Colonial Crafts-
man Club of Colonial
Massachusetts, which
are civilians dressed up
to look and play the part
of the 1824 era. These
Masonic clubs travel
the state to authenticate
that time era when invit-
ed to these time frame
events. Other guests in
attendance were Sena-
tor Ryan Fattman, State
Representatives Paul
Frost and John Marsi.

The distinguished
gentlemen who played
General Marguis Lafay-
ette was Michael Hal-

Place your ad'tc .E]- y!

Eeo

BOY SCOUTTROOP 273

FALLYARD SALE
Saturday, September 14th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE We accept CREDIT CARDS!"
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no
TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - Ta-
bles, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls,
cups, small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies,
baseball equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes
- shirts, pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby
items - high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Rags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’

experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Gentral
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

bert. Also, for all you
history buffs General
Marquis Lafayette was
a Master Mason. It has
been disputed for cen-
turies where Lafayette
became a Master Ma-
son. There are no defin-
itive records showing
exactly when and where
Lafayette was initiat-
ed. Lafayette was hero
of both The American
Revolution war and later
two French Revolution-
ary wars. Freemasons
from both countries are
anxious to claim him as
their own. The French
claim he was a Mason
prior to coming to Amer-
ica and enlisting into
the continental army.
However, there is docu-
mentation supported by
Lafayette own writings
and backed by American
Masonic scholars place
the time of the initiation
during the winters of
1777-1778 when Washing-
tons army was camped
at Valley Forge in Penn-
sylvania. There is a lot
of information on the
websites and stories and
books about Lafayette
and different versions of
how he became a Master
Mason. The bottom line
is he was a Master Ma-
son. If you would like

more information about
Freemasonry, go to www.
massfreemasonary.org
to find a lodge nearest
you.

SOUTHBRIDGE
POLICE LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police Depart-
ment reported the following arrests from Aug. 26 to
Sept. 9.

A 57-year-old male from Southbridge was taken
into protective custody on Aug. 26.

Jose Luis Rosario III, age 26, of Southbridge was
arrested on Aug. 27 for Assault & Battery with a Dan-
gerous Weapon.

A 50-year-old male from Southbridge was taken
into protective custody on Aug. 27 in connection with
multiple warrants.

A 38-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a
summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 27 for Receiving
Stolen Property valued at less than $1,200 and Improp-
er Storage of a Firearm.

A 34-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a
summons in lieu of arrest on Aug. 28 for Possession of
a Class B Drug (subsequent offense). Rosa Arroyo, age
69, and Ramon Garcia, age 67, both of Southbridge,
were arrested during the same incident for Distribu-
tion of a Class B Drug (Crack Cocaine).

John W. Varnum, age 31, of Southbridge was ar-
rested on Aug. 28 for Assault with a Dangerous Weap-
on, Disorderly Conduct, and Disturbing the Peace.

A 57-year-old female from Southbridge was taken
into protective custody on Aug. 29.

Justin W. Eilert, age 28, of Worcester was arrested
on Aug. 30 in connection with a warrant for Enticing
a Child Under the Age of 16.

Nathaniel Alexander Concepcion, age 27, of Fitch-
burg was arrested on Aug. 30 for Operating a Motor
Vehicle after suspension of license, Disorderly Con-
duct, Resisting Arrest, Assault & Battery on a Police
Officer, Trafficking in More than 18 but Less Than
36 Grams of Cocaine, Carrying a Loaded Firearm
Without a License, being a Felon in Possession of a
Firearm, Possession of Ammunition Without an FID
Card, Carrying a Firearm Without a License, and Im-
proper Storage of a Firearm.

Amanda I. Gray, age 41, of Uxbridge was arrested
on Aug. 30 in connection with a warrant.

Alisha M. Remillard, age 30, of Southbridge was
arrested on Aug. 31 for Disorderly Conduct, Disturb-
ing the Peace, and Threatening to Commit a Crime,
To Wit, Assault.

A 50-year-old male and 43-year-old female from
Southbridge were issued summonses in lieu of ar-
rest on Sept. 1 for Possession of a Class B Drug (sub-
sequent offense) and Distribution of a Class B Drug,
respectively.

A 50-year-old male from Southbridge was taken
into protective custody on Sept. 1.

Laura Lee Dembowski, age 36, of Southbridge was
arrested on Sept. 2 for Operating Under the Influence
of Alcohol and a Marked Lanes Violation.

Cassandra T. Powell, age 29, of Worcester was ar-
rested on Sept. 2 for Disorderly Conduct, Disturbing
the Peace, and Assault. Angelina Serrano, age 49, also
of Worcester, was arrested during the same incident
for Assault & Battery on a Police Officer. Also arrest-
ed during this incident was a juvenile, age 16, for Sim-
ple Assault & Battery.

Steven Anthony Gardner, age 59, of Southbridge
was arrested on Sept. 2 for Leaving the Scene of Prop-
erty Damage, Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehi-
cle, and Operating Under the Influence of Alcohol.

Rosa Arroyo, age 69, of Southbridge was arrested
on Sept. 2 for Distribution of a Class B Drug (Crack
Cocaine).

Joshua R. Cable, age 40, of Southbridge was arrest-
ed on Sept. 3 in connection with a warrant.

Thiena T. Morales, age 24, of Southbridge was ar-
rested on Sept. 4 for Domestic Assault & Battery and
in connection with a warrant for operating an Unin-
sured Motor Vehicle.

A 46-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a
summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 5 for Violation of
an Abuse Prevention Order.

James Belliveau, age 34, of Woodstock, Conn. was
arrested on Sept. 5 for Operating a Motor Vehicle after
suspension of license (subsequent offense), Negligent
Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and Operating Under
the Influence of Alcohol (third offense).

A 55-year-old male from Southbridge was issued a
summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 6 for operating an
Uninsured Motor Vehicle and Operating a Motor Ve-
hicle after suspension of registration.

Aneudi Joel Perez Torres, age 31, of Southbridge
was arrested on Sept. 7 in connection with a warrant
for operating an uninsured motor vehicle.

Anthony Petruzzi, age 51, of Fiskdale was arrested
on Sept. 7in connection with a warrant for Possession
of a Class B Drug.

A 40-year-old male from Hyde Park was issued a
summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 8 for operating an
Uninsured and Unregistered Motor Vehicle.

Jennifer Crystal Mary Routhier, age 36, of South-
bridge was arrested on Sept. 8 in connection with a
warrant for operating an uninsured motor vehicle.

Richard Lee Poe, Jr., age 29, of Southbridge was ar-
rested on Sept. 8 for Vandalization of Property.
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hope2own.com -
P 508.943.4333 E( ~ NORTH GROVESNORDALE, CT.
Staron Pelletior - Ouser Broker 5 BUCKLEY HILL RD
Licensed in MA, CT & RI Brand Spanking New! 4 recently constructed Condomini-

ums! 3 bedrooms 2-1/2 baths! Slider to private deck. Walk
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want out lower level., with great potential for additional living space.

4:? East Main Street \{Vebster MA 01570 Your Listi “gs! Central Air, garage. Soo much more!
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! A must see! Each $350,000

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pellctier

"ON DEPOSIT | DUDLEY (7 STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR WEBSTER -
i =1 " 3FILORD \*? WATERFRONT LAND! 10 NEW STREET
gg?r?e Iigrl:wre g\ms E)[()ggsgonally COMING SOON _ “‘ 1Hztvg'ln;e %ﬁeHrztljé”Aré l?ayl)i?yortBuun”itt?/ REO

spectfully Maintained Two Family! Built
in 1941 & owned by the same family
for 83+ Years. 10 Spacious Rooms!
Hallway w/custom staircase ~ Very
Impressive! Hardwood floors! Level lot

opacious 1,800 8+ sanch ~ St 1640’ direct waterfront on Gedar Lake! Secluded 11.61 Acres
‘Dead End Country Road! 3Bed- - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan
-| rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun- suggests the pO’[entIaI for uptod house lots! 119’ roadfront

room, 19%25' Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors,  W/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 ac+- Cedar Lake is

large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900 full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000 w/outdoor fireplace! $499,900.
- 0XFORD SOUTHBRIDGE 140 - 152 HAMILTON
WEBSTER 6 SLATER ST 25 SUTTON AVE 4 \Well Maintained & Updated

Multi-Family Buildings with
2 Commercial Spaces... Lo-
cated within the Central Core
District of Downtown South-
bridge!! Mixed Use Zoning
Il Side by Side Buildings

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in
ready Commercial Office &/or Retalil
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level
. Eree Steli_n(:ingS BuilddianI is chattedGonda
: ; orner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade

| Airl Plenty of parklng. " Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!
Centrally Located. e . B ggngdkaengraltsusigefs -|.711 é\ﬁRE ;
i arking Spots on 2 Levels. nits!

$399,90l]. ' —— =l Today!™* $1,150,000

2 family - 3 bedroom
apartment & a 1 bed-
room apartment. Many
new updates. Central

being sold as 1 Package.
Off-Street Parking spots.
Heated Garage Space -
Room for up to 18 Vehicles!!
ALL Units Occupied

$ 1,300,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Webstern Lake - AR 5 WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
24-2 Dawneluosd Drive 0 =07 ' O2BIRCHISLAND | i
w : ,ﬂ "406 / PRICE IS RIGHT ! WEBSTER LAKEWATERFRONTprOp

S erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar

. Price Tag!! Level landscape from house to the waters

ADDFOXImateW 11,000 Sq Ft. of mOS“y i edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle

cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters /| Pond which offers expansive views! 6 rooms, 3 bed, 1
edge. Sandy Shore line! Western views.

Call for a viewing! $625,000

Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer
|| expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the
o | grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll ! $669,900!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US lj"
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE 2 RV
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i{
® Diane Luong 774-239-2937
WIS\ Maria Reed 508-873-9254 == &
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

*Cabinet Packed Kitchen
With Granite Counters,
Center Island With
Breakfast Bar

¢ *Main Bedroom Suite

¥ With Walk-In Closet And
~1 Spacous, Double Sink Bath
¥ *Patially Finished Lower

S e L T e Ot
With Above Ground Pool,
8 Denﬁeld Rd. $674,900 HOt Tub And Patio g § % ; ¥
REGISTER FOR FREE | 55+ cogangﬁlggs%ingSTER
REAL ESTATE CLASSES 5

Oct 19th 11am-1pm
Low Down Payment Programs
Oct 26th 11am-1pm
Do You Need a Buyer Agent?

How are they paid Al L
Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044 or email | *Corner Unit C1320sq.ft
JoannSzymczak@gmail.com *Cathdral Ceiling * 2 Baths

*Hardwood Floors
21 Schofield ave., Dudley MA 93 Haggerty Rd. $654,900

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

i 50 Years in the | [Maureen Cimoch “1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE
fggkda Gll‘zy;) Real Estate | [Real Estate Consultant PROBLEMS” REAL ESTATE REDEFINED
ealty Partngps Business! | |Cell 508-769-9211 ; ;
1 look forward to serving € ReMax Professional Associates A
you in all of your real estate Licensed in MA & CT re/Max R E/M AX
ventures! We need properties to sell - any fype!
« Buying T c 4 All PROFESSIONAL
e Selling A onra en ASSOCIATES
* Investing Lake Realty 508.400.0438 w. 49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA
. callen1995@ao| com
774 230c gg:)?)c;t;gf;h 6960 [f& 111 Ea.st Main St., Webster, MA Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh
candiarz g @aol.com (it Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable RFIMAX Realtor Realtor
— : st AN Specializing in waterfront property R E / M A x ' License #9529769  License #904677
255 Park Avenue, Suite 704, Servicing all Ceqtral MA e GQ WITH MOE! RE/MAX Professional Associates (174) 45.2-3578 ' (508) 641-0150
Worcester, MA 01609 maureencimoch@gmail.com Licensed in MA and CT

ERA Key Realty When FEATURE HOME- CHARLTON
S Experience NEW Constructlon Glenview Estates
Donna Flannery Realtor® l‘ﬁﬂ:: ::::: ::rp:::""'“ P ——— k i ' a'l!'d = _— = *5 Acres * 3.5 Baths
LT e BB ovasss Commitment * Oak Floors throughout
Donnaflannery@erakey.net Kayleen0O@aol.com Mattel" oo *Gourmet KltCheIlW/ centerisland
e e “Finid Love Levw Fll Bt
N et o s O e
TOP ACENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS s s s all oI r'ame 0-ANN SZymcza
SOLD & SOLD DOLIAR VOLUME ; — 508.612.1382 CRS, GRI, SRES ca" IO-AIIII 774 230 5044
‘ ERA HALL OF FAME n I//...-.-.w R F‘."”A;\‘. MESRealty.com 508-943-7669 # ReMax Vision [E -M
: '\\ . AR 774-230-5044 . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 mis
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 I Mary@WillSellit.com | | ¢ | JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
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“When I m

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Although this month's
Hispanic Heritage
Month art show at Jacob
Edwards Library is from
a Dominican artist, peo-
ple from the local Puerto
Rican community are
pretty likely to see ele-
ments they'll recognize.

That's in part because
artist Maria Payano taps
some of her Taino ances-
try, which Puerto Rico
shares, in a couple of
pieces. One called “Casa-
da a su labor” (Married
to her labor) features the
traditional muneca, a
female doll that's always
faceless “but always car-
ries something” (a flow-
er here) and often wears
fruit on her head. Paya-
no said it symbolizes the
blend of Taino, African
and Spanish culture on
the island and is “every-
where.”

Another, a couple
paintings away, is more
directly Taino - a de-
piction of the fertility
goddess Abatey. Payano
said women there, when
they've struggled “after a
certain time frame” with
fertility, they may pray
to her. Today, she said,
that's important because
she “sees more fertility
issues.” (Indeed, health
experts have reported
declining fertility in re-
cent years among men
and women, especially in
more advanced cultures.
Causes are uncertain,
but often linked to pollu-
tion.)

To Payano, though,
it's also a metaphor for
creativity.

“When I make some-

HURRY!
Limited time
only!

thing, it feels like my
baby,” she said. “... I was
starting to lose that ele-
ment of perfection with
Abatey, and felt I was
exposing part of myself.
You don't have to be per-
fect.”

The idea of art as
baby is especially linked
to the piece “Despertar”
(Awakening), which she
calls her “favorite child.”
For some time, it sat on
the floor of her studio,
with Payano thinking it
was incomplete. Then
her sister's best friend
saw it “and it was his
reaction that did it.”
His reaction said it was
basically done, it just
needed a little tweak. Af-
ter that, Payano started
taking time to see her
art from other people's
perspectives, which she
described as “an out of
body experience.”

That piece and “La
Loba” (Wolf-woman)
were “kept hidden a

long time,” Payano said.
For La Loba, that was
partly because it's one of
her darker pieces with
a flavor of art nouveau,
and very personal. “I
had just gone through a

WORLD’'S GREATEST

REGLINER SALE

C BORN-1927

GET RECLINING & GET SAVING!

Choose from an amazing selection of our greatest
recliner styles and features including
massage, leather, high legs and more_..
all sale priced to fit comfortably
into your budget!

~$30Q

Gus Steeves
Maria Payano with “Casada a su labor” in the background.

breakup,” and the piece
features a woman cry-
ing, but also she “wanted
her to look strong.” “The
moon is shielding her
and protecting her.”

That's very much
Payano herself. She loves
going outside at night to
“chase the moon, howl at
the moon,” which “feels
safe.”

Payano's art goes back
deep into childhood. Ear-
ly on, she recalled play-
ing with finger paints
and “a teacher noticed
I was lost in my art. He
told my mom 'Leave her
alone. She's in her ele-
ment. This is her happy
place and she's gifted."” It
took alittle longer for her
to find that out for her-
self though; she said she
saw it in fourth grade,
when she enlarged one
of her pieces.

Physically, Payano's
element is water, as seen
in a somewhat cartoony
fish she painted for her
nephew. She describes
that as “swimming in my
own little ocean when it
comes to art. ... I wanted
him to like the fish, but
I wanted to like the fish,

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA

Az

508-234-8777
FREE LAYAWAY / FREE DELIVERY

=

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 92:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

TOPTEN THING

TO DO WHEN
SELLING AHOME

/’c_ >

LISA
L

CARON |
— M reaLestare

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner « LISA CARON « Notary Public
caronlisarick@aol.com e lisacaron.com
42 West Main Street Brookfield, MA 01506
ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS,
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX
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Gus Steeves

Maria Payano talks about
“Abatey,” the ancient Taino
fertility goddess.

Her family is a key
inspiration. That's ex-
pressed in “Familia”
(Family), a colorful tree
depicting the old man-
go tree her clan gath-
ers around. Although it
no longer bears edible
fruit, it's “strangely still
very strong and living.”
Payano depicts it, and
her family, as “rooted
through the music, the
blend, the flavor.”

She said she likes
painting larger pieces
generally, and is now
working on a mural in
Central Falls, RI, with
a friend. She lives down

ake something, it feels like my baby”

Gus Steeves

Maria Payano gives her mother, also named Maria, a hug with
one of her pieces in the background.

there, and has been get-
ting more involved in the
Rhode Island art scene in
various ways, including
a current show in a gal-
lery there, helping with
the Providence street
art festival, and other
things. Historically, she's
done chalk art, water-
colors, mixed media and
other formats, but one
thing that runs through
them all is her love of
color.

She said she hopes her
art inspires others to cre-
ate their own stuff, be it
art or music.

“I want to leave this

place, when I leave some
day, better than I found
it,” she said.

“You can't move
around without know-
ing your roots,” which
for Payano means feeling
“the culture and celebra-
tion of being Domini-
can.”

She later noted, “I'm
proud to share it with
others and carry it wher-
everIgo.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Old Sturbridge Village announces
spooktacular “Phantoms by Firelight” event

STURBRIDGE — Old
Sturbridge Village has
announced the lineup
for its highly anticipated
Halloween event, “Phan-
toms by Firelight,” with
tickets now available
for purchase. The event,
running Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays from
Oct. 4 through Oct. 27,
promises 12 nights of
haunted history and en-
tertainment, with new
attractions and a lineup
of distinguished per-
formers.

“Phantoms by Fire-
light” offers a journey
into Halloween myths
and folklore, inviting
visitors to explore the
Village by firelight.
Attendees can look
forward to an exciting
array of live perfor-
mances, such as hand
balancing, fire breath-
ing and spinning, aeri-
al acrobatics and Cyr
wheel demonstrations.
This year, Old Stur-
bridge Village is intro-
ducing new chilling
attractions, including a
labyrinth through the
dark countryside, ee-
rie carnival games and
twisted tales of real-life
tragedies.

Beyond the perfor-
mances, visitors will
have the opportunity
to explore Halloween
traditions, witness cof-
fin-making in the Cab-
inetmaking shop and

learn about early Amer-
ican mourning rituals
through a depiction of
an 1830s wake. “Phan-
toms by Firelight” will
include the return of
beloved activities, such
as Clues and Candy and
spooky ghost stories by
the bonfire. Visitors can
enjoy a seasonal menu
of delicious food and on-
theme adult and non-al-
coholic beverages.

Directed by PJ. Grif-
fith of ClockJack Pro-
ductions for the third
consecutive year, the
event will feature stun-
ning live acts and theat-
rics by a talented troupe
of artists known as
Cyrkus Vampyr. The ac-
claimed artists appear-
ing at this year’s event
include Richard Hanke
and Ashlee Montague,
Joel Herzfeld, Eleanor
Parker, Joseph Kerr and
Samantha Bergman,

Brian Klimowski and
Andre Sguerra.
“This year’s ‘Phan-

toms by Firelight’ is a
Halloween experience
like no other. We have
crafted an event that is
not only visually stun-
ning, with daring stunts
and spectacular firelight
performances, but also
deeply immersive,” said
Rhys Simmons, Director
of Interpretation at Old
Sturbridge Village. “We
are proud to work with
ClockJack Productions

to offer an experience
that blends breathtak-
ing performances with
the true, dark historical
elements of Halloween.”

“This October, every
corner of the Village
will come to life and of-
fer something interest-
ing for all ages,” Sim-
mons  continued. “It's
truly a feast for the sens-
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es.

Phantoms by Fire-
light will take place
from 4:30 to 9 p.m. on
Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays throughout
October. Tickets are
available at a discount-
ed rate to members ($28
Adult/$14 Youth) and
the public ($34 Adult/$16
Youth) until Oct. 3. Be-
ginning opening night,
Oct. 4, tickets will be
full price at the door
($40 Adult/$20 Youth on
Fridays or Sundays and
$45 Adult/ $20 Youth on
Saturdays) or available
for purchase online, in
advance ($36 Adult/ $18
Youth).

“Phantoms by Fire-
light”is made possi-
ble by Country Bank,
a full-service financial
institution in Massa-
chusetts. For more de-
tails and to buy tickets,
please visit https://
WWW.osv.org/event/
phantoms-by-firelight/.
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LAKESIDE

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
9-13
9-15
9-20
9-22

EASY SEASON
RYAN HOOD
RYAN HOOD
SETH LOCONTO

MUSIC

BINGO
EVERY
THURSDAY
1108

CLOSED MONDAYS [
Please visit our website |

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook
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