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Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™
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Charlton

prepares for
annual Fall
Town Meeting

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The Town of Charlton is prepar-
ing for its annual fall town meeting on Wednesday;,
Oct. 11 with ten articles on the warrant for voter
consideration including a new label for the Board
of Selectmen and the design phase for a new fire
department substation.

Most of the first half of the meeting promises to
be mostly housekeeping measures with Articles 1
through 4 handling unpaid bills, interdepartmental
transfers, budget amendments, and capital items.
Article 6 can also be considered housekeeping as
it will seek transfers from stabilization for future
capital projects. Article 5 is where the major con-
versations will likely begin by addressing a new fire
substation design.

The latest design proposal for a new substa-
tion was introduced to selectmen earlier this year
following votes in 2020 that prevented Charlton
from proceeding with a larger emergency services
facility that would have housed both the fire and
police stations. The latest proposal is simply for a
substation to replace the aging Station 2. The latest
proposal would construct a new 13,188-square-foot
two-story substation at the corner of Oxford Road
and Heritage Drive and was produced with the help
of Context Architecture. Voters will not be deciding
on funding the project just year. The article on the
special town meeting warrant will see the utiliza-
tion of $400,000 from free cash to pay for the costs
of schematic design services and retention of a
project manager to fully design and construct the
substation. Any vote on construction costs would be
handled at future meetings. The design phase will
allow town officials to complete the work already
started in finalizing a plan and price tag to bring
before voters.

Article 7 will seek a change to one of the towns
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St Luke's seeks

campers 1o fight
homelessness this
weekend

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — This weekend is supposed to be
sunny and nice - great camping weather. But for many
people these days, they don't have a choice. They lack
homes and have to camp, even in pouring rain, bliz-
zards, and other nastiness.

To raise awareness of that issue — and some funds to
help it — the Friends of St. Luke's is calling on people
to dig out their tents, cardboard boxes, and sleeping
bags to sleep outside, in their cars, or on their floors
Friday night. Some of them will be at St. Luke's itself,
alongside the Guesthouse's regular residents.

They're calling it the “Sleepout 4 Homelessness,”
and the first 30 people who contact them saying they
want space on the Guesthouse lawn will be guaran-
teed some. Arrival is 5-7 p.m. Friday, with departure
Saturday by 9 a.m. The Web site - https://stlukesguest-
house.wordpress.com — has an application form.

“If T can give somebody a blanket and a pillow for
one night, I've done my job,” said St Luke's director
Marie Smoker.

Of course, she knows quite well that one night isn't
enough. The Guesthouse's goal is to give people at least
a month of shelter, some training in finances (they
don't charge rent and want people to save at least 75
percent), help to get work clothing and other resources
so they can find a permanent home. But the need is far
greater than they can handle.

“It has been necessary to turn away men, women
and children because of their need and that we're at
capacity,” she admitted.

The site has seven furnished rooms providing 11
beds, and is one of very few family shelters in the
region. Another recently opened in Leicester.

But the need is growing, due to a “domino effect,”
she said. “Salaries are rising a whole lot less than
inflation is. ... That's not rising, but everything else is,”
including rent, food and fuel.

“We now have more indigent families than ever,”
Smoker observed.

According to the Mass Coalition for the Homeless
(mahomeless.org), the need is high and growing. Back
in 2020, 18,471 Bay Staters were counted as homeless,
of which 12,212 were in families with kids. But that
figure doesn't include “families and individuals who
are experiencing homelessness and living in doubled
up or hidden situations.” The site later highlights that
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LOCAL TEEN
COMPLETES
EAGLE SCOUT
PROJECT

Jacob Creeron, a 15-year-old Life Scout
with Troop 165 in Charlton, recently
completed his Eagle Scout Project.
For his project he created a Pollinator
Garden at Capen Hill Nature Sanctuary
in Charlton. The garden consists of
native New England pollinator plants,
a bench to relax on, and signage
with educational pollinator facts. Jacob
coordinated the planning of the garden,
communicated with project donors, and
managed the actual implementation of
the project. He'd like to thank his proj-
ect sponsors, friends, family, and fellow
Scouts for their assistance. Creeron is
currently serving as one of his Troop's
Assistant Senior Patrol Leaders and
the Outdoor Ethics Guide. He is a
sophomore at Bay Path Vocational in
the Drafting shop. After high school, he
plans to attend college for something in
the Biomedical or Pharmacology fields.
In pursuit of achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout, Creeron has completed 35 merit
badges, including 14 Eagle-required,
completed multiple service projects,
attended Maine High Adventure in
2022, and submitted his paperwork.

Charlton High School’s Class of 73

celebrates 50 years

CHARLTON — The building now known as the
George McKinstry III Municipal Building, aka the
Town Hall, was built in 1923 for a whopping sum of
$32,740. One hundred years ago! And until 1973, it was
Charlton High School. In 1949, two wings were added
as the town grew. By 1969, with the population continu-
ing to grow, double sessions were implemented while
the town teamed up with Dudley to build the new
regional high school, Shepherd Hill.

Double sessions meant high school students went in
the morning and middle school students attended in
the afternoon, using the same building.

The last class to graduate from Charlton High,
the class of 1973, celebrated their 50th year reunion

on Oct. 1 at J. Anthony’s Ristorante in Auburn. Of
the 46 graduates, nine classmates have passed away
and 22 attended. After welcoming classmates and
their guests, Chris McTigue, Class Vice President
thanked the committee for all their hard work putting
this celebration together. The committee included:
Debra (Stake) Ciesluk, Deb (Kubesh) Greany, Nancy
(Riel) McKinstry, Denise (Labonte) Smith and Phyllis
(Wilson) Orrell.

Next came the introduction of surprise guests Mr.
Paul Daigle, Social Studies teacher and our Class
Advisor and his wife Pat. We were so thrilled that they
could attend and reminisce with us. After Deb Greany

Turn To REUNION page A10

Experience the essence of Autumn at
Harvest

STURBRIDGE — g -
the brilliant hues of fall ¥
foliage paint the town, 3 4
it's time to mark your
calendars for a cherished
seasonal tradition. The
Annual Harvest Festival
in Sturbridge returns on
the weekend of Oct. 14 &
15, a delightful celebration
of all things autumn. Set
against the picturesque
backdrop of Sturbridge
Town Common, this fami-
ly-friendly event promises
a weekend of festive fun
and community spirit.

This year's Harvest
Festival boasts an impres-
sive lineup, featuring
approximately 80 local

Tum To HARVEST FEST
page A10

Sturbridge's annu

Festival!

Courtesy

Captivating craftsmanship: Admiring handcrafted wreaths amidst the vibrant tapestry of arti-
sanal booths at Harvest Festival in Sturbridge.
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URGENT,
CARE S

." UMass Memorial Health

HARRINGTON

Experience Urgent Care

and Shorter Wait Times '
at Urgent Care Expressat
Harrington! W

Get walk-in care for non-life-threatening illnesses and injuries
for children and adults of all ages - no appointment needed!

Allergies or asthma | Bronchitis | Burns | Ear infections
Fevers and flu-like symptoms | Insect and animal bites | Pinkeye
Rashes | Sinus infections | Strep throat | Urinary tract infections

®

SOUTHBRIDGE
164 South Street, Southbridge, MA
Monday - Friday: 10 AM - 6 PM
Saturday & Sunday: CLOSED
508-909-8550

“Turtles have the entire universe inside them”

Sy Montgomery

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Turtles have
been swimming
Earth's  waters
since the dinosaur
age, and more spe-
cies of them exist
in America than
anywhere else.
But about 60 per-
cent are endan-
gered, with some
surviving only in

captivity.

Southbridge's
Turtle Rescue
League is trying
to change that, one
injured turtle at a
time.

Last Saturday,
they got some star
power and about
100 other peo-
ple to help them
at  Southbridge
Community
Center. Award-

(oroBs
SALE!

We are in the process of selling
out some of our current stock to
make room for new Fall Models.
Because of this, we are offering

savings throughout the store!

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these items. Floor
Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Special Savings-(‘)“n
% Bedrooms

% Living Rooms

% Recliners

% Occasional Pieces

+ Entertainment Centers
% Sealy Mattresses

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE RD., WHITINSVILLE MA -« 508-234-8777
FREE DELIVERY & FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

teams with Turtle

Rescue League

S

Gus Steeves

Ayla Blyther and Michaela Conder (right) figure out the card reader

for a donor’s book buy.

LN

Sy Montgomery. Her
many books are avail-
able at symontgom-

ery.com, and these
two are also on the
League's website,
turtlerescueleague.
org.

Gus Steeves

Autographing books for a long line of donors are, from left, Michaela
Conder, Natasaha Nowick, Sy Montgomery and Alexxia Bell.

winning nature
writer Sy
Montgomery came
to town to help
them raise funds
with two of her
new books - “Of
Time and Turtles”
(for adults) and
“The Book of
Turtles” (for kids).

Both are based
on the League's

efforts. The
League is the
brainchild of

Alexxia Bell and
Natasha Nowick,
who founded it 14
years ago in an
apartment before
buying property
on Lebanon Hill
Road.

While talking
about her books,
Montgomery said
she came across
the League's work
while considering
what to do for her
next book. She
noted she was then
philosophizing on
consciousness and
time, and thought,
“Who Dbetter to
contemplate time
than turtles? ...
[They] practical-
ly personify time
itself and patience
and fortitude.”

Answering that
question brought
her to town for
a turtle summit
at the League's

home, where one
thing that stood
out was its yellow
SmartCar and
a parking space

labeled “Turtle
Lover  Parking
Only.”

Many peo-

ple like turtles,
Montgomery
observed, “but
even biologists
have dismissed
turtles as no
more intelligent
than a pet rock.”
Her research and
experience found
that to be serious-
ly untrue. Among
other things, they
learn mazes faster
than lab rats.

“Turtles are so
ancient, they live
so long and know

so much,” she
said. (The Natural
History Museum
website notes the
first ones evolved
around 230 million
years ago.)

To her, the ani-
mals teach “some-
thing new about
time,” she said.
“It doesn't have to
runout... It can be
cyclical. Time can
be sacred ... [and]
connect us to eter-
nity.”

Turtles also
have an amazing
recuperative abili-
ty, often recovering
from “what looks
like a fatal injury
to other animals,”
Montgomery read
from “Of Time and
Turtles,” quoting
Bell. “Even if the
turtle's smeared
all over the road,
you might be able
to save her. We

Turn To TURTLES page A10

Medicare Advantage Annual Enroliment Period opens October 15, 2023.

Z8

MASS

ADVANTAGE

Choose Quality Coverage.

CHOOSE YOU l

With Mass Advantage, you won’t have to choose between high-quality care and accessible care.
That’s because UMass Memorial Health providers helped us design Mass Advantage with
their patients in mind. Together your health plan and your providers are working to coordinate your care.
Finally, a plan designed just for you, with $0 monthly premium* HMO and PPO plans.

Attend a Mass Advantage Informational Seminar to learn more.

Auburn Charlton Southbridge Sturbridge Webster Zoom
Auburn Elks Charlton Senior Jacob Edwards Publick House Webster Senior Virtual
Lodge _ Center : Library Historic Inn Center - Oct. 10 - 4:00 p.m.
754 Southbridge St : 37 Main St, Suite 7 - 236 Main St 277 Main St 5 Church St

Oct.19 - 2:00 p.m. : Oct.19-11:00 a.m. . Oct.17 - 2:00 p.m. . Oct.12 - 2:00 p.m. - Oct.12-10:00 am. .
- Nov.2-3:00 pm. ' Nov.9-10:00a.m. - Nov.2-10:00 a.m. |

Are these locations/dates not convenient for you? We also offer virtual seminars and
personal consultations. Visit MassAdvantage.com/Seminars2024 for more information.

To register for an informational seminar, call our Benefit Information Center at
(844) 513-0529 (TTY:711) or visit MassAdvantage.com/Seminars2024.

Representatives are available October 1 - March 31, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week and
April 1 - September 30, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday - Friday

*Premium and coverage may vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com.
Mass Advantage is a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract offering HMO and PPO plans.
Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal. Other providers and physicians are available in our
network. For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, please call (844) 513-0529, TTY:711.

Access to the health care providers you trust at

..’ M ————— H7670_ 241183 M Accepted
ea

H9904 241184 M Accepted
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Savorlng “the food of the gods”

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

Editor's Note: This is the second
installment in a two-part series which
beginning last week with coffee.

STURBRIDGE — Theobroma cacao.
The term literally translates as “choco-
late, food of the gods.”

Whether it's truly divine or not,
nobody denies chocolate has been
extremely popular since Europeans
began taking it from Mexico almost
everywhere a few centuries ago.

According to Kym Larkin of Klassic
Kreations, it's native to the same lati-
tudes as coffee, which it's often paired
with. Both are “found in the bean belt,”
with coffee's hundreds of species grow-
ing 20-30 degrees north and south of
the equator, and cacao's 26 species up to
10-20 degrees.

“Coffee and chocolate are like the
perfect pairing,” she told a few dozen
people at Joshua Hyde Library a couple
weeks ago, talking about the history
and medicinal properties of the two
plants.

“[Cacao] is a superfood in its natural
state, with tremendous health benefits,”
she added. Among them, she said, is
that it's among the top 10 sources of
antioxidants, higher than wild blueber-
ries.

Chocolate's popularity dates back
to at least 1500 BCE, when the Olmec
culture of southern Mexico made it
“a sacred, elite, and ritualistic plant,”
writes Patricia Tsai at www.chocvivo.
com. “... Used as a tool to lift the spirits
of the soon to be sacrificed in the Aztec
kingdom, required in the marriage cer-
emony due to its link to fertility, and
even a part of the baptism ceremony
and the birth of the child, cacao in the
ancient Americas was used in virtually

Gus Steeves

Kym Larkin pours some samples of an Italian
coffee with cacao and vanilla.

any ceremony of importance.”

The Maya and other nearby cultures
adopted the plant's use. It was probably
also the “black drink” found in various
tribes of what's now the southeastern
US.

Larkin said the Aztecs “supposedly
drank up to 50 cups of that a day.” After
Spanish conquest in 1524, they allegedly
told the newcomers “you can walk a day
without eating if you drink this drink,”
she said.

“Aztec mythology even states that
God created man from maize and cacao
among other plants brought from
the 'Mountains of Sustenance,” Tsai
writes. “Even in Mayan mythology the
importance of cacao remains with the

Gus Steeves

A couple of Larkin's talk attendees check out
her display of coffee and chocolate-related
items and samples.

God of Maize being birthed from a
cacao pod. In Mayan mythology, cacao is
also one of the products used to create
humanity.”

The Wikipedia page on Theobroma
cacao notes genetic studies of the
plant's varieties have traced its origin
to an area of the western Amazon basin
in South America. “[A]t the peak of
the last ice age 21,000 years ago, when
habitat suitable for cacao was at its
most reduced, this area was still suit-
able, and so provided a refugium for
the species.” Although it's an American
native, today's largest producers are
Ivory Coast, Ghana and Indonesia.

Harvesting cacao takes a little work.
Unlike, coffee, which grows in berries
on fairly low bushes, the cacao beans
are in pods attached directly to the
trees themselves and require process-
ing, Larkin said. People with machetes
have to climb the trees to cut the pods
down, cut the pods in half, and remove
its pulp to get to the 50-60 beans per pod.
Those are then ground (as coffee typi-

Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale

partners with Anton Cleaners' Caring Partners
Coats for Kids & Families program to collect win-

STURBRIDGE The Federated
Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale has
announced its role as both a 2023 collec-
tion and distribution partner for Anton
Cleaners’ Caring Partners Coats for
Kids & Families Program. The church,
a distribution partner in previous
years, will now actively collect donated
coats to meet the increased demand in
the Sturbridge community, according to
coordinator Holice Turnbow.

“Coats collected at The Federated
Church between now and Wednesday,
November 15 will be profession-
ally cleaned by Anton Cleaners and
returned to local nonprofits, social ser-
vice agencies, schools, and churches,
including The Federated Church, for
distribution,” Turnbow said. “Coats
may be dropped off in the lobby of the
Maple Street entrance any day between

Join Wayside

one Gospel-centered church at a time.

call us at (508) 434-0401.

continuing journey

CHARLTON — Wayside Church, established in 1866, is the oldest and lon-
gest-standing church in Charlton, Massachusetts. Even after 157 years in our
community, we strive to make history with our pastor, Chase Mendoza.

Our mission is simple yet radical: individuals, families, communities, cities,
and cultures are radically transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ through

One will find a warm and welcoming atmosphere in our community of believ-
ers. We preach the Word of God and are a community committed to His Word.
We actively strive to live out His principles daily.

We strive as a church family to help one another bring the love of God to our
surrounding community. We want the hands to help, the eyes to see, the ears to
hear the signs, and the feet to walk alongside those surrounding us.

Wayside Church has been a beacon of light over the years. We constantly pro-
vide spiritual guidance, reminding us that when one person is weak, the other
is strong. Our worship services are vibrant, with community projects and social
events designed to help you connect with God and others.

This historic church in Charlton keeps evolving and growing, guided by our
deep commitment to our faith and community.

Join us on our journey as we seek to positively impact the surrounding towns
and cities and live out the message of love and hope. Just when you think there
is no more, with God, there is hope. Feel free to contact us at wayside.church or

Church on its

Gateway Players, Elm Street Women’s
Fellowship combine for fundraiser

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players Theatre and The Women's Fellowship of
Elm Street Congregational Church are combining to present a fun evening of
food and entertainment. Mark your calendars for Saturday, Oct. 21 at 5:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall at EIm Street Church, 61 EIm St. in Southbridge.

The menu includes beef stew, salad, rolls, dessert, and beverages. Tickets are $15
for adults and $7 for children 10 and under, and must be purchased by Oct. 15. They
can be purchased/reserved by calling the church office at 508-765-8058, Gateway
Players Theatre at 508-764-4531, or Harriet Lacasse at 508-347-3464.

The entertainment will be a staged reading of "The Wacky Horror Cyber Show"

presented by Gateway Players Theatre.

Gateway Players Theatre is very happy to be doing a joint fundraiser with the
Women's Fellowship of Elm Street Church- which highlights our respective talents.
We do the theater- and they provide the food!

Green Path Cannabis in Southbridge, Massachusetts, is
proud to offer a monthly record expungement program!
Each month, Green Path will choose one interested per-
son to receive legal services to evaluate and assist their
petitions to seal or expunge a criminal record of cannabis
possession. Green Path will give hiring consideration to
qualified participants as well as their spouses and chil-
dren if an employment vacancy exists.

Please apply for consideration at greenpathcannabis.com or
email kailyhepburn@kailyhepburnlaw.com.

8a.m. and 5 p.m.”

Coats for Kids & Families accepts
warm winter coats that are new or gen-
tly used, good quality, and all sizes with
a particular emphasis on XL and infant/
pre-K sizes. Coats with rips, tears, bro-
ken zippers, or permanent stains, as well
as sweatshirts, vests, spring coats, boots,
scarves, and gloves are not accepted.

Sponsored by Anton’s Cleaners,
Enterprise Bank, and Jordan’s
Furniture, Coats for Kids & Families has
collected, cleaned, and distributed more
than 1.2 million free coats at more than
70 collection locations and events since
its inception in 1995. Partners for this
year’s Coats for Kids & Families drive
include Anton's Cleaners, Enterprise
Bank, Jordan's Furniture, Boston 25,
KISS 108, JAM'N 94.5, 101.7 The Bull,
100.7 WZLX, WRKO, and WBZ News
Radio.

Arthur Anton Jr., COO of Anton’s
Cleaners and founder of the program,
emphasizes the program's long-standing
mission: "Anyone who needs a coat, will
have one." He acknowledges the collab-
orative efforts of local schools, compa-
nies, clubs, and nonprofits in collecting,
cleaning, and distributing 50,000 winter
coats annually.

The Federated Church of Sturbridge
& Fiskdale joyfully celebrates Christ’s
presence and God’s grace in our lives.
Members of the community are wel-
come to join in worship on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. For additional
information, please visit the Church
Web site at sturfed.org or contact the
Church office at (774) 304-1021 or chur-
choffice@sturfed.org.

cally is) into what's called “cacao nibs”
— a powder that is itself “satiating” and
used in many diet foods, Larkin said. It
takes about 500 beans to make a pound
of chocolate.

Larkin said there are three main
kinds of cacao beans - criollo, foraste-
ro and trinitario (named after specific
subspecies), with the latter being the
most common and used for “low-end”
chocolates. The other two have a higher
cacao mass and more butterfat, thus go
into higher-end chocolates.

According to www.williescacao.com,
criollo comprises just 3 percent of the
world's crop, often has white beans, and
“tends to be the preferred bean of choco-
late connoisseurs.”

“[TThere are said to be more than 400
different flavour notes in cacao,” that
site states. “In Maya and Aztec times,
lower-grade cacao was mixed with maize
and other seeds, while high-quality choc-
olate was drunk in a purer form. It is the
same now. Manufacturers use cheap, less
interesting Forastero cacaos to make
confectionery bars and save the fine,
rare beans for making rich, flavoursome
dark chocolate.”

That's better than what some sellers
once did, the site adds. “In Europe in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries, chocolate was frequently diluted
with brick dust or red lead, and lard was
added to cacao butter to bulk it out.”

Larkin notes that anything labeled
“dark” chocolate really is just about
color. If you're seeking quality and
health benefits, the thing to look for is
cacao percentage, especially those above
88 percent. At that level, she said, studies
have shown it lowers LDL cholesterol,
acts as a vasodilator and anti-inflam-
matory, is high in iron, manganese and
other nutrients, and tends to regulate
serotonin levels. Those chocolates tend
to taste bitter to inexperienced palates
because they're lower in sugar, but they
also often have more varied flavors.

To her, a key factor for considering
chocolate and coffee sources is wheth-
er theyre Fair Trade and part of the
Rainforest Alliance. The former pledges
to help protect the usually small produc-
ers' livelihoods while the latter aims to
protect the ecosystem.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
Steeves2@gmail.com.

Blessings ;.
Farm :
Fall Festlval

Live Music ® Pony Rides ® Games
Food e Vendors ® Demonstrations
Photo Booth e Hay Rides
Pumpkin Decorating eFace Paining

Fun for the whole family!
Saturday, October 14, 2023
10am — 5pm (rain or shine)

50 H. Foote Rd, Charlton, MA
Admission $5

Privacy Hedge!
6 ft arborvitae (reduced $125)
Free installation free delivery

A grade! Order now for fall

delivery. Limited supply.

lowcosttrees.com
518-536-1367

WASTE SERVICE

Special

10- 15 20 Yd.

—
VISA

Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available.

Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses

Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
Fully Insured |

Attics - Cellars
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Sheriff's Office gives back with hundreds of pounds of organic produce

SOUTHBRIDGE
— While New
England has expe-
rienced record
periods of rain-
fall this year, the
staff and inmate
work crew at the
Worcester County
Jail and House
of Correction
have managed
to maintain ade-
quate growing
conditions  for
the Department’s
Organic Farm
program. The
inmates who are
eligible to opt into
the farm program,
pick and wash
the produce daily
before it is distrib-
uted throughout
Worcester County.

This year, more
than 60 food pan-
tries and non-prof-

it organizations
across Worcester
County have ben-
efitted from the
Worcester County
Sheriff’s Organic
Farm. Nearly 500
pounds of fresh
organic vegeta-
bles and fruits
are harvested
every day on the
grounds of the
proudly displayed
farm in West
Boylston.

From squash to
corn and canta-
loupe to eggplant,
the 15-acre farm
grows a wide vari-
ety of healthy pro-
duce that is pro-
vided to those in
need or used for
meals in the cor-
rectional facility.

Courtesy

Courtesy

Worcester County Sheriff’s Office Community Outreach team delivers Worcester County Sheriff’s Office Community Outreach team delivers
Fresh Organic Produce to the Southbridge Food Share.

Worcester County
Sheriff's Office
Community
Outreach team
visited the
Southbridge

Recently,

the

Food Share and
delivered over 100
pounds of fresh
organic produce.
These fruits and
vegetables were

used in meal pro-
grams and dis-
tributed to those
whom the organi-
zation serves.

Fresh Organic Produce to the Charlton Senior Center.
"The fresh veg- those we serve,” Catalino Alicea,

gies from the commented Southbridge Food
Worcester County
Sheriff's Office Turn To SHERRIF'S OFFICE page A10
greatly impact
the lives of

VILLAGER ALMANAC

Charlton.

Pink Hair for Hope at
Charlton Public Library

CHARLTON — Get your pink hair extensions for Breast
Cancer Awareness Month and donate to a good cause!
The Charlton Library is partnering with the Cosmetology
department from Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School again this year.

The high school cosmetology students are donating
their time and expertise. Last year, this event raised $435,
and the library hopes to raise more this year! This year’s
fundraiser will take place on Tuesday, Oct. 10, from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. in the Children’s Room of the Charlton Public
Library. Hair extensions are $5 each, and all proceeds go
directly to Breast Cancer Research. All ages are welcome!
Registration is not required.

The Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main St. in

14. Unembarrassed

18. Boxing’s GOAT
19. Used to anoint

31. Expectorated

the truth
35. Type of patch

16. Where teenagers go 44,

66
CLUES ACROSS
1. Flat tableland with steep edges 37. French river
5. Byproduct of fire 38. Told on
10. Talked 40. Hillside
12. Unique skill 41. Peyton's little brother

42, Soviet Socialist Republic
Progressive country musician
45. Witness

48. Brews

20. Reproductive structure found  50. Yellowish-brown

in rust fungi 52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
22. Auburn great Newton 53. Mexican agave
23. Some are for Christmas 55. Type of “cast”
25. Dried, split pulses 56. Popular breakfast food
26. Self 57. Atomic #52
27. Where to get your mail 58. Position north or south of the
28. High schoolers’ test equator
30. Flightless bird 63. Gadget

65. Another recording

33. Practice of misrepresenting 66. Irregular bulges in cell membranes

67. Dark brown

CLUES DOWN
1. Licensed for Wall Street 32. Touch softly
2. Partner to flow 34, Former OSS
3. A very large body of water 35. A person’s chest
4. Accumulate on the surface of 36, Came from behind
5. Central cores of stems 39. Fall back
6. Angry 40. Nellie __, journalist
7. Spanish stew:  podrida 43. A part of a river where the
8. Fastened with a pin current is very fast
9. On your way: __ route 44, Weather
10. Soviet labor camp system 46. Sports broadcaster lan
11. Enmities 47. Electroencephalograph
13. B complex vitamin 49. Phenyl salicylate
15. Go quickly 51. Web of Things
17. Toast 54. Ship goods as cargo
18. A team’s best pitcher 59, The bill in a restaurant
21. Philly culinary specialty 60. Young female
23. Small child 61. O] trial judge
24. Unhappy 62. One's grandmother
27. Trims away 64. West Siberian river

29, Full of tears

1

w Z|o|2|oc|w

ci<|io|—-|DOw

O T|W|WwWw| v w o|kF|W|<|x

2| =200 =|+|=|W|w

Z
0
—
=)
=
Q
7p
L
=
N
N
D)
o

Flamenco Boston to perform
at Jacob Edwards Library

SOUTHBRIDGE — In celebration of Hispanic Heritage
Month, Flamenco Boston will perform at the Jacob Edwards
Library on Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m.

Flamenco Boston will bring an authentic flamenco experi-
ence, filled with dynamic and rhythmic footwork, intricate
guitar playing, and emotional singing, showcasing the var-
ious styles and wide emotional range that this art form has
to offer.

Flamenco is an eclectic art form originating from the cul-
tural melting pot that was in Andalusia, blending together
the influences of the Spaniards, Moors, Sephardic Jews,
Indians, and Gitanos.

This program is supported in part by a grant from the
Southbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state
agency. Sponsored by Southbridge Cultural Council and
Massachusetts Cultural Council.

— REAL ESTATE ———
BRIMFIELD

$275,000, 290 Little Alum Rd, Richer Susan Est, and Lovely,
Dawn, to Czech, Jason F, and Czech, Lori M.

CHARLTON

$630,000, 2 Lindsey Ln, Brimmer, Jayson R, and Brimmer,
Kelly A, to Nyame, Solomon, and Tamakloe, Portia J.

$615,000, 154 Burlingame Rd, Vizzachero, Robert A, and
Vizzachero, Christine, to Majeed, Abdul, and Majeed, Anila.

$536,000, 19 Eleanor Ln, Bousquet, Christian M, to Carey;,
Richard O.

$400,000, 360 Worcester Rd, Homes Development Corp, to
Jesse & Jesse Prop LLC.

$91,000, Lelandville Rd #3, Charlton Woods Const LLC, to
Sheehan, Troy, and Sheehan, Heather.

$85,000, Lelandville Rd #3, Worldwideweb Inst Com Inc, to
Charlton Woods Const LLC.

HOLLAND

$388,000, 24 Collette Dr, Lemay, Rebecca, and Swanson,
Michael J, to Santone 2nd, Robert B.

$85,000, 5 Wood Ln, Olsen, Tonya L, to Hampden Solutions
LLC.

SOUTHBRIDGE

$370,000, 23 Gardner St, Crane, Diane M, and Doiron, Donna
M, to Baptiste, Anne C, and Casseus, Ruth.

$335,000, 61 Idlewood St, Louyakis, Janai N, and Guimont,
Benjamin, to Ortiz, David, and Rossi, Talia.

$316,000, 534 Pleasant St, Redfern, Aaron J, and Harrington,
Caroline L, to Marsha E Allen RET, and Allen, David B.

$225,000, 564 Main St, 508 Realty Invs LLC, to Samia Botros
LLC.

STURBRIDGE

$625,000, 464 Leadmine Rd, Sanford, Patrick D, and Sanford,
Melanie L, to Hayes, Jessica.

$600,000, 3 Mildred Cir, Pover, Mark, and Pover, Janet, to
Sanford, Patrick D, and Sanford, Melanie L.

$525,000, 34 Willard Rd, Collette, Andrew J, and Long, Kerrie
M, to Hagberg, Timothy, and Higgins, Sarah E.

$199,900, 17 Plimpton Ave, Pikul, Gertraude H, and Menard,
Paula D, to Mccleary, Patricia A.
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OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 pm. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200
Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays

........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.. e 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....ccccoceevvreeireriieceeeeeeenes Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District
...... (508) 943-6838

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School

..... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon — Thurs 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

¢ Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.
www.fedchurchcharlton.org

o Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.

« Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford
St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May)
5 pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am,
Fri and Sat 7:30 am

o St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext,
248-7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com,
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass
8 am., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday
LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.

« Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty
Road, 248-5144

 Assemblies of God Southern New England
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771,
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com

» New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

¢ Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566

Phone 508-347-7297

Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org

Services - Sunday 9:30 am

Pastor Dan Purtell
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October happenings at Charlton Public Library

Visit our Web site (charltonlibrary.
org) for a full listing and further details
of programs and events.

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

Movies @ The Library

All showings are on Tuesdays at 1:00
& 5:30 in Dexter Hall. No registration.
Free popcorn!

October 3 : THE LITTLE MERMAID.
2023; PG; 2 hrs 15 min.

October 10 : OPERATION FORTUNE.
2023; R; 1 hr 54 min.

October 17 : CHAMPIONS. 2023; PG13;
2 hrs 4 min.

October 24 : SOMEWHERE IN
QUEENS. 2022; R; 1 hr 46 min.

October 31 : BEETLEJUICE. 1988; PG;
1 hr 32 min.

Silver Needles Knit & Crochet Group

Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 - Upstairs
Reading Room

Bring your current project and relax
with friends while taking in the view
in the upstairs reading room. All are
welcome, regardless of skill level; no
registration required.

Better Read Than Dead Book Club -
AMERICAN PREDATOR by Maureen
Callahan

Wednesday, October 4, 11:00-12:00 -
Sibley Reading Area A monthly meetup
to discuss entertaining & fascinating
true crime books. Books available from
circulation prior to discussion.

Rodent Control: The Good, the Bad,
and the Ugly

Thursday, October 5, 6:00-7:30 - Dexter
Hall - Registration requested but not
required.

Gary Menin, advocate for R.A.T.S.
(Raptors Are The Solution) will present
on the catastrophic effects of rodenti-
cides on birds of prey and other wild-
life. He’ll give alternatives to rodenti-
cides, current proposed legislation, and
ways we can all help preserve our trea-
sured wildlife

Pink Hair for Hope (Pink Hair
Extensions)

Tuesday, October 10, 3:30-5:30 - Story
Time Room

Get your pink hair extensions for
Breast Cancer Awareness Month!
Extensions are $5.00 each. All proceeds
benefit Breast Cancer Research. Bay
Path Cosmetology department provides
extensions. Registration not required;
first-come, first-served. All ages and
genders are welcome!

Author Talk - Lost Towns of the Swift
River Valley by Elena Palladino

Thursday, October 12, 6:00-7:30
Dexter Hall - Registration requested but
not required

Join author Elena Palladino in a dis-
cussion of her book on the creation
of the Quabbin Reservoir, and along
with it, the destruction of four towns.
Sponsored by Friends of Charlton
Public Library. Copies of the book will
be available for sale after the talk.

Community Yoga

Saturday, October 14, 9:00-10:00 -
MAYNARD FIELD

Join Linda Davis for a free monthly
community yoga class. All ages and
levels are welcome. Wear comfortable
clothing and please bring your own
yoga mat. Registration required.

Death Cafe

Wednesday, October 18, 1:00-3:00 -
Dexter Hall - No Registration

Death Cafés provide a safe environ-
ment to gather, eat cake, drink tea or
coffee, and enjoy open-minded conversa-
tion about dying and death. Questions?
Email kwalker4@mac.com.

The Alzheimer’s Support Network

Caregiver Support Group - Special
Guest
Thursday, October 19, 6:00-7:30

Community Meeting Room - No regis-
tration

At this month's meeting, Eileen Rice
will explain Fallon Health's PACE
Program (Program of All-Inclusive
Care for the Elderly). PACE offers
complete, coordinated, individual-
ized care for older adults who want
to live at home instead of a nursing
home. Co-sponsored by Tri-Valley and
Charlton Public Library. Part of the

Dementia Friendly Charlton initiative.

SARJ (Saturday Acoustic Roots Jam)

Saturday, October 21, 12:00 - 1:30 -
Dexter Hall - No registration

An acoustic only music jam. Open to
all 18+.

Disclosure Documentary Film
Screening & Panel Discussion

Tuesday, October 24, 4:00-8:00
Community Meeting Room

DISCLOSURE is an eye-opening look
at transgender depictions in film and
television, revealing how Hollywood
simultaneously reflects and manufac-
tures our deepest anxieties about gen-
der. Following the movie there will be
a brief discussion with panel partic-
ipants from Translate Gender, a col-
lective-based consensus-run organiza-
tion that works to generate community
accountability for individuals to self-de-
termine their own genders and gender
expressions. This program is co-spon-
sored by Joshua Hyde Library, Charlton
Public Library, Jacob Edwards Library,
and Oxford Free Public Library. No reg-
istration is required and all are wel-
come.

Senator Ryan Fattman Office Hours

Wednesday, October 25, 2:30-3:30 -
Local History Room - No registration

No registration is necessary. For later
appointments, email amanda.hellyar@
masenate.gov

CULE (Charlton Ukulele League &
Ensemble)

Thursday, October 26, 6:00-7:30
Community Meeting Room - No regis-
tration

Experienced musicians and new-
bies all welcome. Questions? Email
Cule5632@gmail.com

Critical Thinking Discussion Group
- WHAT CAN A MAN DO by Milton
Mayer

Friday, October 27, 1:00-2:00 - Sibley
Reading Area (Main Floor) - No regis-
tration

No experience with critical thinking
discussion groups is necessary. Books/
materials are available for checkout one
month prior to discussion. Questions?
Email saga3@charter.net.

Haunted New England Presentation
with Chris Daley

Saturday, October 28, 1:00-2:00 - Dexter
Hall - Registration requested

Melding historical fact together with
legend and myth, Chris Daley presents
an interesting and fascinating look at
events that really happened and the
stories of hauntings that followed them.

PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH

Weekly Storytimes for Fall & Winter

Storytimes begin September 11; visit
our website for more information!

Lego Club

Fridays, 3:30-4:30 - Story Time Room -
Drop in; no registration.

Join your friends and build a Lego
creation! Try out our weekly challenge
or make up your own design. Best for
ages 5 -12.

Creative Writing for Teens

Tuesdays, October 3 & 17, 3:30-4:15 -
Community Meeting Room

Writing prompts, share your work
(optional!), book discussion, try out
different writing styles, learn about
writing - all in a safe and encourag-
ing environment! Best for ages 11-18.
Registration required. Please email
Molly with any questions: mgarlick@
cwmars.org

Young Scientists Stem Classes

Every Friday in October, 10:00-10:45 -
Story Time Room

Join us for a free in-person “Young
Scientists” series facilitated by STEM
Beginnings. Children, ages 3-6, with
a parent/caregiver, will learn STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math) concepts through hands-on
activities, storytime, and simple exper-
iments. Parents/ caregivers are encour-
aged to help their child and join in the
fun. Siblings are welcome and must
be supervised. Registration is required.
Space is limited to 12 children, ages
3-6. Sponsored by the YMCA Family
& Community Partnership (YFCP), a
Massachusetts Coordinated Family and

2023!

Grace Ahlstrand graduates from
University of Hartford

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. — Grace Ahlstrand of Sturbridge graduated
from the University of Hartford in May of 2023 with a BMUS in Music
Education/Voca. Congratulations to her and the entire UHart Class of

Spread across seven dynamic schools and colleges, the University of
Hartford has been guiding the purpose and passion of students for over
six decades. On our 350-acre campus alongside Connecticut's capital city,
approximately 4,000 undergraduate and 1,800 graduate students from 48
states and 45 countries come together for a common purpose: to collab-
orate across different disciplines, diversify perspectives, and broaden
worldviews. We're a four-year private university focused on advancing the
public good through meaningful connections within our communities.
Our unique approach to comprehensive education gives us the critical
perspectives that lead to impactful change, regionally and beyond. With
degree programs spanning the arts, humanities, business, engineering
and technology, education, and health professions, we focus on doing the
work that matters. Visit www.hartford.edu for more information.

Community Engagement (CFCE) Grant
program funded by the Department of
Early Education & Care and awarded
to the YMCA of Central Massachusetts.

Pre-K Yoga with Linda Davis

Friday, October 13, 9:45-10:15 - Dexter
Hall - Registration required

This class is for ages 2.5 - 5 years.
Caregivers must be present during the
class. Please have children wear com-
fortable clothing and bring a yoga mat.

Teen Advisory Board

Monday, October 16, 3:30-4:15 - Teen
Space - Registration required

Meet up to discuss Teen Programming
for the library and earn an hour of com-
munity service (yes, for 45 minutes!)
We'll also have a different craft or activi-
ty to do at each meeting. For grades 5-12.

Just Craftin' Around

Tuesday, October 17, 6:00-7:00 - Story
Time Room - Registration required

Bring your crafting supplies and craft
with like-minded tweens and teens!
Whether you knit, crochet, needle felt,
make jewelry, or any other type of craft
that travels well, you are welcome to
join us!

We will also have some crafting sup-
plies out if you would like to come but
don't have a particular crafty hobby yet
and want to learn something new. Best
for ages 9-18.

Middle Grade Book Club

Wednesday, October 18, 4:00-4:30 -
Story Time Room

This month we will discuss PONY
by R.J Palacio. Please visit the library
to pick up a copy or order the book
online through the C/WMars Catalog.
Registration is not required.

Pokemon Club

Monday, October 23, 3:45-4:30 - Story
Time Room - Registration required

Do you love all things Pokemon? Join
us for Pokemon Club! Enjoy a variety
of fun Pokemon activities, plus try your
hand at playing the game on our new
play mats! For ages 6-12.

Teen Book Buzz

Wednesday, October 25, 3:30-4:00 - Teen
Space - No registration

We'll be talking about favorite books,
new books coming out, and books we've
just read. Bring a book or two to share.
Fiction, nonfiction, graphic novels, and
manga welcome!

Sensory-Friendly Storytime

Thursday, October 26, 6:00-6:45 - Story
Time Room - Registration required

Explore books, music, movement, and
play in a sensory-friendly setting. This
storytime is designed for children ages
4-10 of all abilities, particularly those
who are on the autism spectrum, have
sensory processing challenges, struggle
in large groups, or have other special
needs. Younger and older children and
siblings of attendees are welcome!

The Haunting of the Oxford Library:
Book Signing & Writing Workshop with
Author Rob Racicot

Saturday, October 28, 10:00-12:00 -
Dexter Hall

The author talk is open to all ages and
will be held from 10:00-10:30. It will be
followed by a writing workshop for ages
10-13, and registration is required for
this portion. Visit our website calendar
for signup and details!

Trick-or-Treat Parade

Tuesday, October 31, 11:00-11:30 -
Children's Room

Join us for our annual Trick-or-Treat
Parade from the Library to the Town
Hall & Senior Center!

Meet in the Children's Room by 11:00
a.m. We will walk up the stairs (elevator
available) to go Trick-or-Treating at the
Adult Circulation Desk, then we will go
across the street to the Town Hall and
down to the Senior Center. Don't forget
to wear costumes and bring a bag for
goodies! All ages.

Bay Path
Practical
Nursing team
participates in
Walk to End

Alzheimer's

WORCESTER Gretheline
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN,
CRRN of Douglas, Academy Director
at Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy was joined by her daughter,
Lilly Bolandrina, along with alum-
ni and current students as the Bay
Path Practical Nursing Team in the
Oct. 1 Walk to End Alzheimer’s at
the Hanover Insurance Office Park,
100 North Parkway in Worcester. The
Bay Path Practical Nursing Team
helped raise funds and awareness
for Alzheimer’s care, support, and
research.

Alumni Gearlyn Wetherbee, LPN of
Charlton, Carmen Villanueva, LPN
of Worcester, and Ana Hilner, LPN
of Oxford all returned this year as
not only new graduates but newly
licensed nurses having passed the
NCLEX-PN on their first try!

The Bay Path Practical Nursing
Team members attended the Promise
Garden Ceremony at 10 a.m. Current
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy
students who participated were
Emmanuel Nyah, Evelyn Kiplangat,
Regina Njuguna, and Kaitlin
Miliauskas. Also, in attendance was
Marilyn Burlingame, LPN from PN
Class of 2017.

“More than a memorable ser-
vice-learning activity for everyone,
participating is fun,” said Bolandrina.

She added, “It’'s a chance to make
an impact in the mission to end
Alzheimer’s, and a chance to catch up
and celebrate our alumni success.”

Bolandrina stated, “I am grateful
for our alumni and student leader-
ship, passion, and participation. We
look forward to the day when the
goal is reached of finding a cure for
Alzheimer’s.”

Upcoming events
at Elm Street
Congregational Church

SOUTHBRIDGE Elm Street
Congregational Church announces
the following upcoming events.

Oct 9, 6:30 p.m., zoom meeting. A
new bible study continuing with
"Chosen,” season 2. Contact 508-765-
8058 to be added to the Zoom list.

Prayer meeting on zoom, every
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.

A book study, "Restore My Soul" led
by Lou-Ellen Corkum on Thursdays,
at 10:30 a.m. at the church, 61 Elm St.
in Southbridge.

"Navigating Our Faith Journey"
continues on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on
Zoom, led by pastor Marcy.

"Stew and Story,” a collabora-
tion of reader's theater with a meal
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 21, at
5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall of the
church. Gateway Players will provide
the story, "The Wacky Horror Cyber
Show.” The Women's Fellowship will
provide the meal of beef stew, tossed
salad, rolls, beverage and dessert.
Tickets are $15 for adults, $7 for chil-
dren 10 and under. Tickets are avail-
able from Gateway PlayersTheatre,
508-764-4531 or from the church office,
508-765-8058.

____HAN
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CHARLTON — New student represen-

are also invited to attend the spring

Taraba State, Nigeria as quality Control

Student representatlves elected at Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy!

tatives to the Bay Path RVTHS Practical
Nursing Academy PN Class of 2024 were
elected recently and began their term
this fall.

Practical nursing students Emmanuel
Nyah and Princess Agyeman were voted
as student representatives for the PN
class of 2024.

The student representatives are an
important part of the Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy Faculty Organization
(PNFO). Their main responsibility is to
be a link between Practical Nursing fac-
ulty, staff, and the students, and to con-
tribute to Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy activities and projects. Nyah
and Agyeman represented the students
of the PN Class of 2024 on the advisory
board and steering committee meeting
held on September 26, 2023.

Student representatives are respon-
sible for attending the PNFO meetings,
where they serve as non-voting mem-
bers.

The student representatives speak on
behalf of the student body and report on
topics they want to bring to the PNFO’s
attention. The student representatives

Courtesy

Practical nursing students Emmanuel Nyah
and Princess Agyeman were voted as stu-
dent representatives for the Practical Nursing
class of 2024 at Bay Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School.

required.

October spotlights at the Joshua
Hyde Public Library

STURBRIDGE — The Joshua Hyde Public Library is excited to host the
following events during the month of October.

DELUXE SOCK PUPPETS - Wednesday, Oct. 11 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. - Join
Homeslice Puppetry for a 2.5 hour advanced sock puppet class FOR KIDS
AGES 10 and up, TEENS AND ADULTS. Participants will be given an intro-
duction to puppetry and then everyone will learn how to build/create a puppet
character. All necessary materials will be provided. Registration is required.

INTRODUCTION TO BEEKEEPING - Thursday, Oct. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Join
John Hedly of the Worcester County Beekeepers Association for this presen-
tation on beekeeping for all ages. Registration is required.

SPOOKY BONES AND CREEPY CRAWLIES - Wednesday, Oct. 25 at 2
p.m. at the Senior Center. What better way to combine the SPOOKY and
the SCIENTIFIC than with an awesome Halloween learning event for kids?
Explore real bones and skeletons from endemic Massachusetts animals,
or hold and pet some of the biggest bugs you've ever seen! Registration is

Local students begin fall semester at Eastern

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — More than
900 new students are in their first
semester at Eastern Connecticut State
University this fall 2023. The new admits
include 696 first-time students and 254
transfer students who are enrolled in
undergraduate and graduate-level pro-
grams.

Among them are Cooper Way of
Charlton, a sophomore who is major-
ing in English; Hannah Johnson of
Holland, a first-year student majoring
in Physical Education; and Heriberto
Cintron Santos of Southbridge, a junior
majoring in Theatre and Performance
Media and Music.

LumberGoincE

Building Materials & Supplies h
Lumber ® Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
g Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block

Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn * Dimension Lumber

=\ Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com
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“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Sign up for our
twice-monthly home and
auto newsletter filled with
useful tips and updates.

HTTPS://
EDWARDBAIR.MYHOMEHQ.BIZ/

Stay Informed
Sign up and stay tuned for this week’s posts.

We offer policies for
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Insurance Professionals have your back!
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58 A.F. Putnam Road
Charlton, MA 01507
p: 508-248-4204 f: 505-248-1199

Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake
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The most popular majors for the
new students include psychology, busi-
ness administration, health scienc-
es, computer science, art and biology.
The students come from nearly all of
Connecticut's 169 towns and 21 other
states. Outside of Connecticut, the big-
gest feeder states for the new students
include Massachusetts, New York and
Rhode Island.

These students join a student body
of nearly 4,000 who are enrolled for
the 2023-24 academic year. In total, 30
states are represented among them and
approximately 30% are the first in their
families to attend college.

Advisory Committee meeting scheduled
for March 2024.

“One of the goals of the student repre-
sentative role is to continue to advocate
for governance by increasing awareness
of student’s role in governance,” said
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN, Ed,
RN, CRRN Academy Director.

The student representatives will work
together towards feedback on topics on
the PNFO agenda.

“The topics that go into the agenda are
ones that resonate with the student body,
these are very unifying topics, and are
all in congruence with regulatory and
accreditation requirements for BORN
(Board of Registration in Nursing), COE
(Council on Occupational Education),
and ACEN (Accreditation Commission
for Education in Nursing),” Bolandrina
said.

Officer. He holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in Microbiology from the
University of Calabar, Calabar, Nigeria
(2015) and a Master of Science degree in
Plant Biology from Tel Aviv University,
Tel Aviv, Israel (2019).

Agyeman of Webster, is a graduate of
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (2022) graphic communi-
cations shop. She served as a cashier/
server at Boston Market in Worcester.

Both Nyah and Agyeman have a
valid Health Care Provider/ Basic Life
Support Provider CPR, Dementia Care
Certified, and Mental Health First Aid
Certified. Student representatives will
bring student issues up, participate in
governance, and focus on not just cur-
rent students but may include alumni
and possibly incoming students in con-
versations and activities.

ommunity
Connection

Nyah was with the Taraba Vegetables,

Nichols College launches
graduate Leadership Academy

DUDLEY — The Graduate School at Nichols College is launching a Leadership
Academy designed for professionals looking to advance their careers, with the first
session starting on Tuesday, Sept. 26. The Leadership Academy is led by manage-
ment expert Robin Frkal, Ph.D., Dean of The Graduate School at Nichols College,
and features the expertise of Nichols faculty, Nichols graduate program leaders
and partners.

Nichols will launch its first Academy session through a collaboration with
the Higher Education Consortium of Central Massachusetts (HECCMA), an
association of public and private accredited colleges and universities in central
Massachusetts. The HECCMA Leadership Academy program is designed to help
members of the academic community enhance their leadership skills and pilot
their organizations through change and innovation.

"We are excited to present exciting opportunities for training and career advance-
ment to our communities through our new Leadership Academy," said Frkal. "The
Academy provides a much-needed avenue of delivery for leadership training, and
reflects the innovative mindset that our participants can also discover within the
class sessions. The HECCMA Leadership Academy is a product of true collabora-
tion between The Graduate School and the consortium to ensure academic leaders
can advance their institutions during these periods of growth and change."

The Nichols-HECCMA program will offer a mix of in-person events and virtual
sessions and is open to all HECCMA school faculty and staff aiming to improve
their leadership skills. Already more than 35 participants, representing nine of the
10 Consortium institutions, have signed up for the program.

The upcoming program will discuss DEI and fostering inclusive environments,
leading groups and teams, strategic thinking, budgets and using data, mentoring
and coaching, and trends in higher education. The session will feature Nichols fac-
ulty experts as well as partners such as Dr. Calvin Hill, Vice President for Inclusion
and Community Engagement at Springfield College and Nichols alum Christopher
Cox '92, Higher Education Assurance Leader at PricewaterhouseCoopers.

About Nichols College

Nichols College has earned business accreditation from the prestigious
Association of Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB International), the
longest-serving global accrediting body for business schools and the largest busi-
ness education network connecting learners, educators, and businesses worldwide.
Founded in 1815, Nichols College transforms today's students into tomorrow's
leaders through a dynamic, career-focused business and professional education.
Nichols offers real-world learning focused on professional depth - combined with
vibrant living, competitive athletics, and an unmatched alumni advantage - equip-
ping students to exceed their own expectations. www.nichols.edu

About HECCMA

The Higher Education Consortium of Central Massachusetts (HECCMA) is an
association of public and private accredited colleges and universities in central
Massachusetts. HECCMA is committed to working collaboratively to further the
missions of member institutions.
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All types of Jewelry Repairs
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Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!
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Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes « Alternators ¢ Starters  ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508- 234—2231
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The Door and Window Experts
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High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING | Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty
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INCORPORATED

Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN 4 BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

TITTT SHREWSBURY

MARBLE & GRANITE, Ixc |

I v

Biggest Selection of Marble,
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

508-842-9800 ¢ shrewshurymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot - Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4 &

ACCURATE
PEST CONTROL

Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience

Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078

Ask for David or Jason Hight
Auburn MA

Asian Longhom |

Beetle Certified
Fully Insured * Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159
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Get 7 papers.

Call
774-200-7308

» Spencer New Leader

o Sturbridge Villager

o Charlton Villager

» Southbridge News

» Webster Times

» Auburn News

o Blackstone Valley Tribune

oumerswse [l DUMPSTERS |f GUTTERS | Handyman _Whone imprvenen| MASONRY J PLUMBING | Plumbing _

mm

cHiMNEY | | SOOJIAN
CLEANINGS
ALL KINDS OF D t
MASONRY & umpsters
CONCRETEWORK | | Awvailable
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining, 150r 30 yard
Waterproofing, Foundation Two weeks
& Chimney Repair, New :
& Stair Repair, Concrete time
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction (508)
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Quality Chimney re UmpSter-
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David Barbale | |

MAHIC. LIC #1079721
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ROOFING Do o] matters!
, KEEP YOUR HOME
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Fully Licensed | | 018 = inieme'e
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No Job

Too Small
Home Improvement

~Insured-
MA Reg #174661

e General Carpentry

e Laminated Floors
e Remodeling

e Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

e Painting

e Handyman Services
e Floor Leveling

¢ Power Washing and

Licensed

& Insured

908-867-2877

MORE!
508-754-9054 See Our Work Online
A. Eagle BMEINY | nojobtoosmalinome
aeaglegutters.com improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792
Sturbridge, MA

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks

Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072
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MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn4b@gmail.com
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3 b HEATING INC.
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Since 1988 Fully Insured
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jdrainman714@aol.com @GMAIL.COM

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

When protecting your family,
quality matters. We only use
the two best products on the
market; Certainteed Shingles
land Owens Corning Shingles.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty
& 25yr. labor warranty
available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured,
Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All
Major Credit Gards
Financing Available

§
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Tales of
haunting
mystery from
New England’s
history

New England, with its quaint villages
and rich history, is a region that seems
to harbor more than its fair share of
ghostly tales and supernatural encoun-
ters. As theleaves turn to vibrant shades
of orange and red, and the cool winds
of autumn rustle through centuries-old
trees, it's the perfect time to delve into
the chilling world of New England ghost
stories.

New England's colonial past and revo-
lutionary history provide fertile ground
for tales of restless spirits. Historic cit-
ies like Boston and Salem, with their
cobblestone streets and centuries-old
buildings, are said to be home to ghosts
from bygone eras. From the spirit of
Paul Revere at the Old North Church to
the infamous apparitions at the Salem
Witch Trials Memorial, these stories
are a captivating blend of history and
the supernatural that permeate into the
small towns to the northern and south-
ern points of New England.

Along the New England coastline,
lighthouses stand as beacons of safety
for sailors, but they also carry their own
eerie legends. Tales of haunted light-
houses, where the spirits of keeper’s
past are said to roam, have fascinated
residents and visitors for generations.
These stories illuminate the lonely and
mysterious lives of lighthouse keepers.

New England has also inspired some
of the most iconic ghost stories in lit-
erature. The works of authors like
Nathaniel Hawthorne, H.P. Lovecraft,
and Edgar Allan Poe are steeped in the
eerie atmosphere of the region. Salem's
House of the Seven Gables, made
famous by Hawthorne's novel, is itself
said to be haunted.

These ghostly tales aren't just for
those seeking a thrill; they're also a sig-
nificant part of New England's tourism
industry. Ghost tours, haunted inns, and
paranormal investigations draw visi-
tors from all over the world, allowing
them to explore the spectral side of the
region's history.

As we approach the Halloween sea-
son, it's important to remember that
New England's ghost stories are not just
about scares and shivers. They are a
testament to the enduring power of sto-
rytelling, the fascination with history's
mysteries, and the unique blend of the
past and the supernatural that charac-
terizes this region.

Whether you're a believer in the para-
normal or a skeptic, New England's
ghost stories are a testament to the
enduring allure of the unexplained.
As we gather around bonfires and tell
spooky tales this October, remember
that these stories are not just about fear
but also about our fascination with the
unknown, the mysterious, and the time-
less spirit of New England.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

We are temples of the
living God

“You are the temple of the
living God; as God said, “I
will live in you and move
among you, and I will be your
God, and you shall be my
people.” What an amazing
statement! Each person in the
church is a temple of the liv-
ing God. And God chooses to
live in us. Wow! Think about

people come in our midst,
when they meet us and listen
to us and encounter us, they
should see God.

But, is that what they do
see? Do people encounter
the Spirit of the Loving God
when they meet us? Do our
words and actions, and does

what this means! BEYOND our presence remind people

of the Lord and bring them
How many of you have THE closer to Him?

ever traveled to Rome and

seen St. Peter’s Cathedral P EWS If we seriously reflect on

at the Vatican? Or to Paris « « « « « « « o« this and understand it in

and seen Notre Dame? Or By Fr. Lurkg the depths of our being, it

to Constantinople and seen  A.Vgronis 1S a sober realization. If God

Aghia Sophia or St. Isaac’s SAINTS lives in me, I want to be the

Cathedral in St. Petersburg. C most beautiful edifice, spar-

Or St Stephen’s in Vienna or ONSTANTINE kling clean and pure, offered

St. Mark’s in Venice or to any ~ ANDHELEN  yp to the Almighty. I need

of the great cities of Europe, GREEK to consciously live my life

where you can see incredi- ORTHODOX in a way that reflects God’s

ble cathedrals and church- CHURCH, Presence!

es— architecturally stunning, WEBSTER

century-old gothic, byzan- Imagine coming into

tine, roman, baroque cathe-

drals and churches. And to think how
many of these were built hundreds of
years ago.

But why? Why did generations of
people throughout the centuries exert
such effort and put in so much money
to build these gorgeous churches?
The striking beauty and magnificent
architecture made these buildings
the most spectacular structure in the
city or town for centuries!

And why do we do something
similar today in our own church.
Whenever anyone enters our Saints
Constantine and Helen Church in
Webster, they look around at the
beauty and their souls are touched
by what they see. Why do we deco-
rate our church with so many icons
and beautify it with meaningful stain
glass windows? Why do we spend
such money and put in such effort to
beautify our churches?

Because we, like our forebearers
before us, realize that this building
represents sacred space as the house
of God, a temple offered up as a
witness to the world for the glory of
God. Through our churches and such
sacred space, we gratefully offer what
is most beautiful back to our Creator,
our Heavenly Father, our God!

This is also why when we enter a
Church, we act reverently because
we realize we stand on holy ground.
We’re more careful how we speak;
we’re more conscious of how we act;
we try to be respectful to others; we
realize that even though God is pres-
ent everywhere, there is something
unique about His sacred house. Thus,
we gather together each week as the
people of God in His house, waiting
to encounter the living God in a mys-
tical manner.

Well, I want us to reflect on this as
we turn our attention to the words
of Saint Paul:“You are the temple of
the living God; as God said, “I will
live in you and move among you, and
I will be your God, and you shall be
my people.”

Reflect for a moment on the beauty
of our church buildings and then
think about why Saint Paul com-
pared each one of us and us as a com-
munity to the most beautiful temples
dedicated to God. Yes, God dwells in
our church buildings but God dwells
even more fully in the temple of our
body, in each one of us, and in us as
the corporate Body of Christ, in this
Family of God!

We are His Temple, the House of
the Living God. Our bodies and our
lives are sacred space, dedicated to
the Holy One. Just as the Almighty
is present in this church and we
come here to encounter the living
God every Sunday when we worship
together, the Lord is also present in
you and in me and in us. He wants to
live in us and move among us. When

a church that is dirty and
unkept. Imagine entering a church
that has blasphemy painted on the
walls, filled with pornographic imag-
es or disgusting words? Imagine
entering a church where everything
is damaged and broken?

It’s interesting because I can under-
stand such destruction of the church.
Iremember living in the only country
in the world that rejected all religion
and forbade any practice of faith.
Albania was a country that tried to
deny and eliminate God. Thus, they
destroyed most churches throughout
the country, and those that remained
standing, they desecrated. They
turned churches into gymnasiums,
theatres, barns, and restaurants.

I remember walking into century
old churches, temples where people
worshipped for hundreds of years,
churches where every inch of the
wall and ceiling were covered with
icons, and yet, the icons had been
desecrated. Graffiti was scribbled all
over the icons. Blasphemous words
were written on the walls. Often, the
eyes of the saints and of Christ and
the Virgin Mary was etched out. It
was obvious that the atheistic gov-
ernment wanted to ridicule and des-
ecrate anything religious to promote
their militant atheism.

I would enter these churches and
be heartbroken. To think that gen-
erations of faithful people prayed
in these sanctuaries and now the
churches were empty and desecrated.

Yet, what does God see when he
looks at our own lives, and sees His
Temple desecrated with our impure
words, our blasphemous thoughts,
our egocentric actions. When he sees
our lives guided by impurity, greed,
lust, anger, self-righteousness, hypoc-
risy, and other vices, instead of lives
that radiate love, joy, peace, mercy,
grace, forgiveness, kindness, good-
ness, and faithfulness, what must He
think?

You are the Temple of God. I am
the Temple of God. We as a commu-
nity of faith are the Temple of God.
The Almighty wants to live in us and
move among us and be our God. Do
we realize this awe-inspiring respon-
sibility and incredible privilege to
represent God to the world! Let us
thank Him for this incomprehensible
gift and let us strive to become like
the cathedrals of the world that have
inspired generations of people with
their beauty!

Let us make every effort to live
lives that truly reflect the Lord and
to open our hearts so that the Spirit
of God may move freely in us. When
people look at our lives, may they
truly see Jesus Christ and encounter
Him through our words, our actions,
and who we are! May we become
beautiful, awe-inspiring, Temples of
the Living God.

NlonebridgePress.con

When should you
sell investments?

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

If you're a long-term investor, your
portfolio may stay fairly stable over
time. However, that doesn’t mean you
will never sell any investments. But
when should you sell — and why?

Here are some scenarios to consider:

If an investment has consistently
underperformed - For one reason or
another, some investments may not live
up to your expectations. Rather than
holding these investments in the hope
that they will eventually show consis-
tently positive returns, you might be
better off selling them and using the
proceeds to buy other investments that
could help you make progress toward
your goals. Keep in mind, though, that
short-term price swings are inevitable
for virtually all investments, so you
may not want to sell an investment
after just a few price drops, as it may
still have strong fundamentals and good
prospects.

If the investment itself has changed
— The nature of some investments, such
as stocks, can change over time. Stocks
represent companies, and companies
can evolve and adapt — or not. So, you
may own shares in a company whose
management has changed or whose
products are less competitive than they
once were. If this company no longer
seems like a sound investment, you
may consider selling your shares and
moving on.

If an investment is “redundant” -
Over time, you may have added invest-
ments that are similar to others you
already own. If you do have too many
investments that are alike, you risk
not having a fully diversified portfolio,
and while diversification can’t always
protect against all losses or guarantee
profits, it can help reduce the impact
of market volatility on your holdings.
Consequently, you might want to sell
an investment that may now be “redun-
dant” to your portfolio and replace it
with another one that could boost your
diversification efforts.

If an investment takes up too much
space in your portfolio - If you bought
an investment years ago, and it’s grown
substantially in value, it could eventual-
ly take up more space in your portfolio
than you had intended, which could
expose you to more risk than you’d
like — because too much of any single
investment may leave you more vulner-
able to market downturns. Of course, if
the investment is still appropriate for
your needs, and still has a good outlook,
you may not want to totally liquidate it,
but you could consider scaling back on
the shares you own.

If your own needs have changed - You
originally created your investment mix
to help you reach certain goals, such as
a comfortable retirement. And during
much of your working life, you could
possibly afford to invest primarily for
growth, accepting the risk that comes
along with that approach, as you knew
you’d have time to potentially over-
come the short-term volatility that’s
part of investing. But as you near retire-
ment, you may want to lower your risk
level. Consequently, you could decide
to sell some of your growth-oriented
investments and move the money into
income-producing ones. However, even
during retirement, you’ll still need your
portfolio to provide some growth oppor-
tunities to help you ahead of inflation.

Generally speaking, you may not want
to do a lot of selling (or buying) of
investments once you’ve built a port-
folio that’s appropriate for your goals,
risk tolerance and time horizon. But if
you are going to sell investments, make
sure you do so for the right reasons.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com.
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Fishing on the Salmon River

Upstate New York

fishing on the Salmon

River was hot last week
for a couple of local

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Jerry Gareri with a bear he shot
recently in Maine. His son John also filled his bear tag. Nice

bear!

anglers. Fishing Lake
Ontario is also great from
a boat, away from a some-
what crowded shoreline
of the river. Hooking

into a king salmon is
a lot more enjoyable
from a boat, allowing
the angler to let the fish
make numerous runs,

bass on a chatter bait. Nice fish!

nearly peeling off the
line capacity of the reel
before the huge fish is
brought to the net!
Local trout stocking
of numerous ponds
and rivers should start
to receive their annu-
al fall stocking of trout
by the time you read
this column. You can
check out the stocking
list on Mass. Web site at
MassFishHunt.
Acquiring a surplus
antlerless deer per-
mit in Mass. was a lot
different than in past
years. Waiting at the com-
puter at 9 a.m., when they
were supposed to go on
sale, was a bit confusing
as you sat and waited for
the system to finalize the
transaction. If you were
patient, you were award-
ed the zone that you
were trying to buy. The
$10 fee did not seem to
be a major problem for
most hunters, with many
hunters purchasing mul-
tiple permits. Last year,
all of the surplus antler-

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS
RALPH
TRUE

less deer permits in Zone
9 were sold out in less
than 10 minutes.

The Whitinsville Fish
& Game Club will hold
a harvest dinner on Oct.
28 at 6 pm.! The event
is open to the public! To
reserve your tickets, you
can call the club or go
online.

The Whitinsville Fish
& Game Club and Mass.
Fish & Wildlife will spon-
sor a field day hunter
education class on Oct. 22
at the club for anyone
wanting to get a certifi-
cate to apply for a Mass.
hunting license.

To register, go online
at MFW and scroll down
to WF&G club to register.
The class will fill up fast,
so do it today.

Take A Kid Fishing &
Keep them Rods Bending!

DIY Projects Capture Autumn’s Brilliance

Few simple pleasures
compare to the colorful
show of a New England
autumn. Why not cap-
ture that brilliance
with projects that will
recall crisp, fall days of
yore? Read on for nos-
talgic inspiration and
instruction to spotlight
the blazing color that
comes but once a year.

Botanical Prints

Botanical prints are
timeless and vintage
examples command pre-
mium prices. Here in
New England, we are sur-
rounded by nature’s foli-
age, which have natural
dyes and just happen to
make the most appealing
botanical wall hangings.
Here’s how:

Materials: Pliable,
colorful autumn Ileaves,
the darker the better;
parchment or rag paper
(resume paper that is at
least 25% rag content also
works); absorbent paper
towels, flat end hammer.

Directions: Clean off
any dirt or debris from
the leaf. Place one sheet
of parchment or rag
paper on a flat, clean and

THE

KAREN
TRAINOR

sturdy surface such as a
workshop table or cut-
ting board. Place leaf flat
down on surface. Cover
with a few layers of paper
towels. Using even force,
tap the entire area of the
leaf (to gauge the area,
outline the leaf with pen
on the paper towel to use
as a guide). This step
helps to anchor the leaf
to the paper. To release
the leaf’s natural dyes,
go over the leaf surface
again, hammering every
inch of the leaf. When
done, do the same work-
ing in the opposite direc-
tion. Don’t be afraid to
take a peek every once
in a while to check your
progress. When done,
peel the leaf from the
paper to expose the print!

To preserve the color of
the print, spray with an
acrylic protectant. Mat
and frame individual

HinT

prints, or create a collage
of different leaves and
colors!

Note: Brighter colored
leaves such as Japanese
Maples create the most
vivid colors.

%%

Autumn Luminaries

The most colorful and
textural fall leaves are lit-
erally “in the spotlight”
with this homemade
luminary project. Use
either a real or flameless
candle to create a variety
of different mood light-
ing,

Materials: Dried and
pressed leaves (drying
between weighted news-
paper or paper towel
pages results in leaves
that are dry, yet pliable;
Mod Podge (available at
craft stores); canning jar.

Note: Lighter leaves
allow for more illumina-
tion.

Instructions: Using
a paintbrush coat the
entire outside of the can-
ning jar generously with
Mod Podge. Do not coat
the bottom of the jar of
the rim area. While jar
is still wet, place leaves
onto the jar and press

in place. Brush over the
leaves with another coat
of Mod Podge.

Note: Keep in mind
spacing leaves apart
allows more light to shine
through.  Overlapping
leaves collage style cre-
ates a denser jar and dim-
mer light.

Once leaves are placed,
dab or stipple the Mod
Podge in the clear spac-
es. This little extra
effort will pay off when
the light shines through
and shows off the tex-
ture rather than brush
strokes.

Allow to dry overnight,
and then apply one last
coat of Mod Podge. As
a final touch, spray the
outside surface of the
jar with an acrylic fin-
ish. Again, allow to dry
completely. To use, place
a contained tea light can-
dle or flameless candle
inside the jar.

%%

Foliage Garlands

Garlands strung across
a mantle or doorways are
timeless autumn décor,
but why buy faux foliage
when you have the real
thing right outside your
door?

Note: If you are not

using preserved leaves,
this garland only gets bet-
ter with age for as they
dry, they curl up and take
on a new look!

Materials:  Colorful
fall leaves (crimson and
yellow Maple leaves are
best); Mod Podge (avail-
able at craft stores); plas-
tic straws; twine; hot glue
or tape

Instructions: Choose
flat, clean leaves. Dry by
pressing until all mois-
ture is removed (press
between weighted news-
paper and paper towels).
Carefully brush Mod
Podge on each leaf. Note:
Do one side at a time and
allow to fully dry Cut
straws in half inch
length. Attach a straw
piece to back of each leaf
with hot glue or strong
tape. String each leaf on
twine and hang!

%k

Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great three course din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Historic
Inn in  Sturbridge!
Simply send in a hint to
be entered into a random

drawing. One winner
per month (or whenever
enough tips are received)
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route
131 across the town
common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question
regarding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge
Press newspapers? Send
questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/o0
the Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

Finding inspiration in the life of Victor Frankl

A life that exem-

ment became the

plified  triumph POSITIVELY sole haven in the
over the deepest Spmaxing City that continued
abysses of despair to admit and treat
is that of Viktor TOBY Jewish  patients
Frankl.  During moore ~ amid the growing
World War II, anti-Semitic envi-

Viktor Frankl was
stripped of every-
thing amidst the unimag-
inable horrors of Nazi
concentration camps.

Frankl was born in
1905 in Vienna, Austria,
into a Jewish family. By
the time he was a young
man, the Nazis rose to
power, and their grip
tightened on Europe;
they enacted anti-Jewish
laws in Austria, impos-
ing severe restrictions on
the Jewish community.
These laws affected every
facet of Jewish life.

Frankl, a practicing
psychiatrist and neurol-
ogist, was barred from
treating non-Jewish
patients due to these
oppressive policies.
However, instead of being
entirely sidelined, he
took on a crucial role at
the Rothschild Hospital
in Vienna. This establish-

ronment.

In 1942, he could have
escaped to the United
States and avoided The
Holocaust’s encroaching
menace. However, unwill-
ing to leave his beloved
wife Tilly and his par-
ents, he chose to stay
with his family.

That year, the Nazis
arrested Frankl, his wife,
and his parents, uproot-
ing them from their regu-
lar lives and forcing them
into the Jewish Ghetto.

The Nazis deceitfully
paraded the Ghetto as a
“model” Jewish settle-
ment. Of course, that was
just a facade. It was over-
crowded, with scarce food
and clean water. Diseases
ran rampant; fear and
death were a constant
companion.

The ghetto primarily

served as a transit camp,
directing Jews to immi-
nent killing centers and
concentration camps.

The Frankl family
faced their darkest hour
when authorities ordered
them to the notorious
concentration camp
Auschwitz.

Upon arrival, authori-
ties forced them to relin-
quish all possessions,
shed their clothing, shave
every strand of hair, and
don the crudest rags.

“We really had noth-
ing now except our bare
bodies -- even minus hair;
all we possessed, literal-
ly, was our naked exis-
tence,” a Frankl later
remarked.

After the devastating
loss of Frankl’s mother
to the Nazi’s brutality,
he and the love of his
wife, Tilly, found fleeting
solace in their shared
embrace.

Tragically, the Nazis
separated them, sending
Tilly to meet her death in

a distant camp.

Despite his grief,
Frankl noticed those who
held onto a sense of pur-
pose managed to endure
their days with a hint of
strength.

In contrast, those who
lost touch with meaning
quickly fell apart, their
spirits shattered, and
they died faster.

He noticed that even a
simple dream, a memo-
ry, or the hope of seeing
a loved one again could
fuel an individual’s drive
to endure another day.

Despite losing his
family and possessions,
Frankl realized that
one thing remained
untouched: his power to
choose his attitude, the
truest possession anyone
holds.

Miraculously, in 1945,
allied soldiers freed
Frankl from the concen-
tration camps.

Hisexperience inspired
him to write “Man’s

Search for Meaning,” a
seminal work in existen-
tial literature that reso-
nated with readers world-
wide.

Despite facing
immense suffering, he
found purpose in it all.
He argues that life has
meaning even in the
most dehumanizing and
pitiless conditions. He
argued that the prima-
ry motivational force in
humans is the pursuit of
that meaning.

“Between stimulus and
response, there is a space.
In that space is our power
to choose our response.
In our response lies our
growth and our freedom,”
he famously reflected.

After returning to
Vienna, Frankl created
a new psychiatric ther-
apy named logotherapy,
rooted in the belief that
humanity’s primary
drive is the search for
meaning.

Logotherapy  posits
that individuals find
purpose and fulfillment

CALL 774-200-7308

not in avoiding suffering
but in how they respond
to it. Through this lens,
even the gravest challeng-
es can be met purpose-
fully, underscoring the
innate human capacity
to extract meaning from
any situation.

Frankl’s journey forces
us to confront our exis-
tence and the situations
that bind us. Perhaps
your chains aren’t as vis-
ible or as oppressive as
those of a concentration
camp, but they are chains
nonetheless.

Can we, like Frankl,
find that space between
stimulus and response?
For in that space, we too
can decide.

The world, at times,
seems devoid of mean-
ing.

The life of Victor
Frankl can be a guide to
finding meaning in your
life, helping to fuel your
purpose with strength.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
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disparity by
noting school
districts
counted near-
ly 25,000 students who were homeless
in 2019.

“The number of individuals expe-
riencing homelessness has more than
doubled since 1990,” that site added.

This year, numerous reports in vari-
ous media sources have observed more
homeless encampments and other signs
of distress and poverty, with state-run
shelters providing housing to nearly
5,000 people in July. Local communities
have seen the influx, some of them new
arrivals to the US, with the state fund-
ing hotel and motel rooms. At the same
time, however, some urban areas nation-
wide are using police force to clear out
camps, while corporate investors are
buying up many of the homes that are
available and own many of the new,
allegedly “affordable” ones being built.

“With already limited housing stock,
likely 108,157 homes short of meeting
demand in the state, it’s important to
consider any potential impact corpo-
rate real estate investors may be having
on affordability,” argues the Pioneer
Institute's March 2023 “Corporate
Ownership: A Threat to Housing
Affordability?” report by Aiden Enright.

In general, Enright attributes a lot of
the issue to decades-old zoning chang-
es that greatly limited the ability to
build multifamily housing and required
larger lots for single family homes. He
downplays corporate ownership as a
cause.

On the other hand, the Urban League's
paper, “The Social and Institutional
Contexts Underlying Landlords’
Eviction Practices” by Henry Gomory
analyzed Boston specifically and found
that “large landlords [owning 15 or
more properties] made up fewer than 1
percent of owners but owned more than
one-third of all units.” Those mostly
corporate entities “filed evictions 186
percent more often and medium land-
lords filed 55 percent more often than
small landlords.”

One of his key bullet points was
this: “Small landlords were more likely
to live close to tenants [noting else-
where more than a quarter are live-in
landlords]. Opportunities for informal

St Luke’s

continued from page 1

decisionmaking made it less likely for
small landlords to file an eviction; arms-
length relationships with tenants and
bureaucratic management practices
allowed evictions from large landlords
to be more instrumental.”

Curiously,Smokersaidthe Guesthouse
was born out of a failed effort at small
landlording. Years ago, the house was
bought by locally well-known Dr. John
and Susan Howland, who tried renting
some of its apartments. But “they didn't
know the first thing about being a land-
lord,” she recalled.

Instead, Dr Howland gave an apart-
ment to a young male patient who'd
been evicted from his home when he
lost the funding for a disabled sister
who'd moved into the hospital. A sec-
ond patient and others needing help
soon followed, with the Howlands tak-
ing them in.

Smoker noted a few of them refused
to leave, requiring court action, so the
Howlands and others realized they
needed a more formal organization to
run the guesthouse as a shelter in 2013.
It started as the Interfaith Hospitality
Network with support from 16 area
churches, becoming a formal 501c3
non-profit in 2017.

“People need to be ready to follow the
rules and do the work” necessary to
prepare for a permanent home, Smoker
said. Among other things, St. Luke's is
a dry, substance-free establishment; all
guests are CORI checked; and they need
to be out of the house during the day
volunteering, working, going to school
or otherwise working toward self-suffi-
ciency. She said they typically stay up
to 30 days, but all get a caseworker who
monitors their effort and reassesses
their situation at the end of the month
to see if they can stay longer.

Often, they've helped people with jobs
who make a little too much to get bene-
fits like SNAP or rental aid. They also
have a program called “Finding Hope,
Preventing Eviction” for those who are
still housed to help them stay that way.
She noted that can help people owning
homes as well as renters by, for exam-
ple, helping with bills so the owner can
direct funds to property taxes. To do
that, clients can do things for the agency
to earn up to $1,000 ($200 per month).

Today, the Guesthouse gets no state

funding, relying solely on donations
and fundraisers like this one. It had a
car wash this summer that drew about
50 cars, got some funding from United
Way this year (some of it via the town's
American Rescue Plan Act money), and
is always seeking other community sup-
port. But she noted it doesn't need things
like blankets or clothing; other agencies
handle those. Instead, she said, dona-
tions need to be “something that's going
to be significant to pay their bills.”
Smoker noted this Sleepout is its
“first rodeo” of this type, and the main
goal is “creating awareness, which is
most important.” She's asking people to

Charlton

continued from page 1

elected positions, tree warden. After
finding difficulty electing a willing can-
didate in recent years, the Board of
Selectmen have proposed changing the
tree warden post to an appointed posi-
tion which required a change of the
town’s bylaws approved by the town’s
taxpayers. The amendment would make
the Board of Selectmen the appointing
party for the post. Article 8 will address
another bylaw by seeking an amend-
ment to the Municipal Charges Lein
Bylaw. Article 9 will address another
amendment request to bylaws concern-
ing streets and sidewalks. This change

Reunion

continued from page 1

read the names of the classmates who
have passed, we honored their memory
with a moment of silence.

Nancy McKinstry, Class Secretary
read the Class Last Will & Testament,
which evoked many laughs even after
all these years! Also in attendance was
Nelson Burlingame, Class Treasurer.

Our Class President, Susan
(Jeacopello) Plouffe was unable to
attend.

After a delicious buffet luncheon,
classmates were invited to share mem-

“give up your bed” for the weekend.

“I'm actually going to be sleeping in
my backyard,” she added, but some
supporters including cofounder Tamsin
Lucey intend to do it on St. Luke's lawn.

“We need people to help us in the
community,” Smoker added. “We want
to help you, but our lights and heat need
to stay on.”

For more information - either to help
St. Luke's directly, to participate in this
campout, or to get assistance — call 774-
230-6416.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
Steeves2@gmail.com.

would clarify the limitations of obstruc-
tions caused by those not working for
the town in terms of public ways and
sidewalks or crosswalks.

The final article of the night would
change the name of the highest elected
board in Charlton. The recommenda-
tion will seek to rename the Board of
Selectmen as the Select Board with its
members changing from “selectmen” to
“select board members”.

The Charlton Fall Town Meeting
will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 11 at 7
p.m. in the Charlton Middle School at 2
Oxford Rd. in Charlton. Town officials
have made the warrant and informa-
tion related to the articles available on
both the town Web site and the Town of
Charlton Facebook page.

ories and look through some of the
memorabilia. A zoom call was set up for
a few friends by classmate John Terrill,
who also provided music from the ‘60’s
& ‘70’s. Some of the special memo-
ries included breakfast in the Home
Ec Room, sock hops in the elementary
school gym, soccer games, basketball
games, pep rallies with our Blue Devil
mascot and the wonderful plays. The
senior lounge was another popular sub-
ject, as well as our senior class trip to
the Berkshires. Our class, the last class
to graduate from Charlton High School,
graduated on the athletic field behind
the Town Hall (Library) on a sunny day
— June 10, 1973. Our class song, “We've
Only Just Begun,” was and still is in our
hearts and minds.

craft
Harvest Fest ers and
continued from page 1 arti

sans, an

array of activities for kids, captivating
live entertainment, and a tantalizing
mini food truck festival.

Craft enthusiasts will be enchanted
as they peruse a diverse array of arti-
sanal treasures at the crafters' booths.
Meanwhile, foodies will have their taste
buds delighted by the scrumptious sea-
sonal offerings available at the mini food
truck festival. Various delectable options
will be served up by Fry'd Guys, J.B.'s
Mobile Café, Thai Place Food Truck,
Melissa Flaherty Cakes and Uncle E's
BBQ Express, all of which will be at the
festival on both days!

Live music enthusiasts will be in for
a treat with a lineup that includes Erin
Harpe's CBD (Country Blues Duo) on
Saturday morning, and Railroad House
taking the main stage in the afternoon.
On Sunday, the festivities continue with
Never Say Never gracing the main stage.
And let's not forget the incredible magic
shows by the astounding magician
Awesome Robb, who will mesmerize and
amaze audiences with magic shows and
roving magic on both days of the event.

The entertainment schedule is as fol-
lows: On Saturday: Erin Harpe's CBD
(Country Blues Duo) on the main stage
from 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m., Magic Show with
Awesome Robb from 1:15-2:00pm (main
stage) followed by roving magic for two
hours, Railroad House performs from
2:30-5:00pm. On Sunday Awesome Robb’s
show is 11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m., followed by
roving magic. Never Say Never takes the
main stage from 1-3:45 p.m.

“The vast majority of our crafters
return year after year, and look forward
to seeing their annual customers but
we always have a few who are no longer

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

able to do this sort of show, and oth-
ers who are just starting out, so every
Harvest Festival is a little different — but
always great fun!” said CMS Chamber
Executive Director Alexandra McNitt.
Harvest Festival's hours are from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m.

to 4 p.m. on Sunday, come rain or shine.
Best of all, parking and admission
are completely free. The 33rd Annual
Harvest Festival is proudly present-
ed by the Chamber of Central Mass
South and sponsored by the Sturbridge
Tourist Association.

Don't miss out on this quintessential
fall experience! Join us at Sturbridge's
Annual Harvest Festival and revel in
the magic of the season. For more infor-
mation, please visit cmschamber.org or
contact the Chamber at 508-347-2761.

health check-ups to any turtle I could catch” on her family's
farm. “Of course, they didn't really like it.”

“Turtles have the entire universe inside them, and it’s the
greatest privilege to help them,” she added.

Turtles

continued from page 2

never give up on a turtle.”

League board member Ayla Blyther agreed, noting “They're
just so resilient. What they can recover from is mind-bog-
gling.” She's been with the League since a high school
internship, in which her dad drove her to Southbridge from
Vermont. Since then, she's gotten a degree in Captive Wildlife

Care from Unity College.

“It's been the most incredible thing to see this go from lit-
erally two women with a dream to an actual non-profit orga-
nization,” she added. Today, the League gets calls “from all
over the country” and connects people elsewhere with local
resources, while driving all over New England to directly

rescue turtles.

In fact, Nowick has on several occasions had to do local
Conservation Commission meetings remotely because they
were in the field doing that. For example, they make annual
trips to Cape Cod for sea turtle season to help the terrapins
get to and from egg-laying grounds safely:

Volunteer Michaela Conder said they mostly rely on con-

Bell said writing the book took three years and was “quite
a gift.” But it was also “surreal for all of us here ... the fact
an acclaimed author would want to write about my life, about
our life with turtles.”

She noted the hardest part of doing it is when you know the

turtle's unlikely to survive, then finding them dead the next

morning. But that just makes them focus more on the ones
they've saved, “the one in the next box that's still alive.” When
those are finally released back to the wild, we “don't count the
defeats, [we] count the victories,” she said.

A short video about the League noted they help about 200

turtles a year and have up to 400 in rehab at a time. In it, Bell

noted “They can't survive in this modern world without our
help.” Nowick agreed, dubbing turtles “kind of magical.” the
people who bring them for help “have already almost adopted
them in their hearts.”

At one point, Bell noted the event raised $5000, and one

cerned people transporting injured turtles to them. She

joined the group after growing up in Rhode Island “giving

donor pledged to match that figure.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

Sherrif's Office porty

continued from page 4

Share Staff member. "We
immensely appreciate the
donation of food and the
kind correctional staff. We
cannot thank the Sheriff
enough for this program
and his continued sup-

ing the

Since taking office
in 2011,
Evangelidis has remained
committed to developing
the organic farm and serv-

represents. The Worcester
County Jail and House
of Correction boasts the
largest organic farm on

a correctional facility in

Massachusetts.

Sheriff Lew

communities he

Too Busy to Cook?

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Mon,Tues,
Fri, Sat

-

(Serving Breakfast Only)
7 am-1pm

Closed
Wednesdays & Thursdays
(accepting applications for
talented cooks)

E.B.
Flatts

Breakfast - Lunch - and almost Dinner

245 W. Main E. Brookfield
508-867-6643

“The Sheriff’s Office’s
Organic Farm is a tremen-
dously positive program,”
commented Evangelidis.
“The farm allows
department to give back to
the communities that we
work to keep safe. It also
teaches select incarcerat-

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

The function room is now open!

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
Fri 10/6 & Sat. 10/7(after 5pm)

VEAL MARSAIA

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift
Cards

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

£

ed individuals a structured
lifestyle, the importance of
constructive community
involvement, and the dig-
nity that comes along with
a steady job or purpose.”
our

The department will con-
tinue their 2023 distribu-
tions as long as the grow-
ing season will allow.

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Got Space?

Any size from 10 to 250 guests
Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 10/31/23
Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH

10am-1pm

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm Ki

SN

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
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Worcester: In
loving memory
of Holly Alexis
Veshia-Linnehan,
46, of Worcester,
a beacon of love
and light.

She embraced
every role with
grace, as a loving
wife and mother,
cherished daugh-
ter and sister,
and friend to so
many. Holly’s
radiant spirit touched countless lives,
cheering on those around her with
unwavering support and positivity.
Although she has left this world, her
legacy of love and compassion will
forever be etched in those who knew
her.

Holly was a graduate of Southbridge
High School where she was an out-
standing student (National Honor
Society and twice winner of the VFW
Voice of Democracy). She also rep-
resented her school at the National
Young Leaders Conference in DC. She
was a 4-year member of the cheer-
leading squad selected to attend the
National Cheerleading Contest in FL.

After high school, Holly attended
Penn State University and the Salter
School of Massage Therapy which
led her into the business of massage
therapy. Holly was very loyal to her
family and friends and was the pro-

N

OBITUARIES

Holly Veshia-Linnehan, 46

tector of everyone she met: rich or
poor, man or woman, successful or
destitute.

She leaves behind her husband
Justin Linnehan and their beloved
son Phillip Michael. Also her lov-
ing parents, Michael Veshia and his
wife Abigail Veshia of Southbridge,
MA, Marcia Lukon of Wakefield, RI,
and parents-in-law Bruce and Nancy
Linnehan of Worcester, and their
families.

She also leaves her brother, Josh
Veshia of Boston, her special cousin/
sister, Dina Wilson and her family
in Texas, also her uncles Mark and
Tom Burzynski and their families,
her stepbrothers, Mark Denault and
James Denault and their families, and
brother-in-law Matthew Linnehan
and his family.

She is predeceased by her grandpar-
ents, her sister Vanessa Lynn, and
her Aunt Paula Dacoles and Uncle
Jim Dacoles.

Her family and friends appreciated
her love, sense of humor, and deep
courage, which she displayed even
in her final days. Holly, you will be
deeply missed.

Holly’s services and burial will be
private. There will be a Celebration
of Life for Holly at later date.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral
Home, 130 Hamilton St., Southbridge,
is directing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Fall is filled with pre-
paring gardens for the
following season, raking
leaves, and harvesting.
Use plant trimmings
and fall leaves to cre-
ate raised beds and a
quality planting mix
without disturbing the
existing soil. When you
minimize or eliminate
tilling, you’ll increase
organic matter in the
soil, maintain and over
time improve soil health
and structure, save
water, and boost plant
growth.

This no-dig gardening
technique employs sheet
composting, also known
as lasagna gardening,
to create planting beds.
Plant trimmings are
used to create multi-lay-
ered beds like you would
when building a com-
post pile. The mixture
used is not as precise
and you do not turn it
like you would a com-
post pile.

Start your lasagna
garden by measuring
and marking the garden
bed. Edge the outline of
the garden bed, if need-
ed, to slow the infiltra-
tion of the surrounding
grass and weeds. Cut
any grass and weeds in
this area very short and
cover with moist news-
paper or cardboard to
smother these unwant-
ed plants. The grass,
weeds, and paper layer
will eventually decom-
pose adding organic
matter to the soil.

Sprinkle a layer of
compost over the initial
layer, if needed, to hold
the newspaper or card-
board in place. Top this
with four to ten inch-
es of plant trimmings
such as fall leaves, plant-
based kitchen scraps,
herbicide-free  grass
clippings, straw, or
other similar materials.
Sprinkle a low nitrogen,
slow-release fertilizer
over this layer to feed
the microorganisms
that will help convert
the trimmings to a rich
planting mix. Cover
with an inch of com-
post. Repeat the layers,
just like making lasa-
gna, until your garden
is 18 to 24 inches high.

Fall is a great time to
create your beds since
you have an abundant
supply of the needed
ingredients. Or stock-
pile these ingredients
until you have time to
build the garden beds.
You can plant trans-
plants directly in your
lasagna garden bed at
the start of the season,
even in a freshly built
garden bed. Just sprin-

Melinda Myers

The bottom layer of a Hiigelkultur garden consists of logs,

branches, and fall leaves.

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA

kle compost or potting
mix on top of the beds
when planting seeds.

Hiigelkultur, or
mound gardens, have
been used in Germany
for many years and take
this one step further by
placing the garden at a
lower elevation and per-
pendicular to water run-
off. The garden can be
started in a trench or on
the soil surface. Starting
the garden below
ground captures more
stormwater runoff but
may require extra tools,
equipment or help with
digging.

The garden can be any
size and height depend-
ing on the available
materials and your gar-
dening goals. The sides
can be steep or more gen-
tly sloped which reduces
the risk of freshly plant-
ed seeds washing out
during rainfall.

The bottom layer is
made of logs, branch-
es, and fall leaves. Do
not include black wal-
nut, which is toxic to
many plants, or cedar
and black locust which
are very slow to decom-
pose. The rotting logs
and branches absorb
water, making it avail-
able to the plants in the
garden. As the tree trim-
mings decompose, they
add nutrients to the soil.
Research and experi-
ence show these woody
plant materials do not
deprive plants of need-
ed nitrogen. Instead, it

will provide the plants
with needed nutrients
for five to ten or more
years.

Next, add the layers of
a lasagna garden atop
the bottom layer. Then
top it all off with sever-
al inches of soil.

You can also use these
methods to create the
planting mix needed
to fill raised bed struc-
tures. Not only will you
save money, but you
will put landscape trim-
mings to work, creating
a quality planting mix
for growing your favor-
ite vegetables and flow-
ers.

These beds gradual-
ly settle but the bene-
fits remain. Add com-
post or repeat the sheet
composting process as
needed to maintain the
desired depth.

Building a healthy
soil foundation is a long-
term solution to grow-
ing productive gardens
with fewer pest prob-
lems that require less
ongoing maintenance.

Melinda Myers has
written more than
20 gardening books,
including the recent-
ly released Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great
Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant video
and DVD series and the
nationally  syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio
program. Myers is a
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and
her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

John A. Bolduc Sr., 84

OXFORD -
John A. Bolduc
Sr., 84, died
Thursday,
September
28, 2023, at
Notre Dame
Health Care in
Worcester. He
was predeceased
by his wife of 60
years, Maureen T.
(Wright) Bolduc
who died in 2022.
He is survived
by four children, John A. Bolduc Jr.
and his wife Charlene of Webster,
Cherie A. Sirard and her husband
Paul of Charlton, Stephen R. Bolduc
and his wife Angela of Sterling, and
Suzanne Robbins and her husband
Mark of Oxford; a brother, Peter A.
Bolduc of Worcester; seven grandchil-
dren, Jesse, Michael, Jeffrey, Madlyn,
Delaney, Nicholas, and Alyssa; broth-
ers- and sisters-in-law, Philip and
Deborah Letourneau, Lucy, Wendy,
and Richard Wright; and several niec-
es and nephews. He was predeceased
by two brothers, Denis P. Bolduc and
Albert L. Bolduc. He was born in

June J. O’

OXFORD -
June J. (Gary)
O’Sullivan,
83, of Oxford,
died Friday,
September 22,
2023, at Care One
in Millbury. She
is survived by her
husband, Edward
O’Sullivan  of
Concord, NH;
six children,
Lora Bacon and
her wife Mila
of Cornville, AZ, Jamie Kelley of
Holden, Robin Cestaro and her hus-
band Jerry of Charlton, Lisa Darragh
of Northampton, John Bacon and
his wife Lili of Laguna Hills, CA,
and Jennifer Goulas and her hus-
band George of Charlton; two broth-
ers, Ronn Gary and his wife Alina
of Gloucester, and Russell Gary and
his wife Pam of Oxford; 16 grandchil-
dren, Devon, Lisa, Marissa, Andrea,
Michael, Jay, Marco, Aaron, Alex,
Caileigh, Christopher, Lia, Jeff, Niko,
Paul, and Jordan,; fifteen great-grand-
children; and several nieces and neph-
ews. She was born in Holden, daugh-
ter of the late Lucien and Jeanette
(Pervier) Gary, and lived most of her
life in Oxford.

Worcester, son of the late Albert L.
and Claudia M. (Desjardin) Bolduc,
and lived in Worcester before moving
to North Oxford in 1973. He was a U.S.
Army veteran of the Vietham War.

Mr. Bolduc was a truck driver for
Teamsters Local 170 in Worcester and
Teamsters Local 25 in Boston, retiring
after driving for over 50 years. He
also owned and operated Oxford Cycle
Service, J. Bolduc and Sons Trucking,
and Bolduc Contracting. He was a
past member of the Auburn Elks and
a member of the VEW. Vernon Hill
Post 435 in Worcester. He enjoyed
farm auctions, flea markets, camping,
and being outdoors. Most of all he
loved spending time with his family,
especially his grandchildren.

A funeral service was held at 10
a.m. on Wednesday, October 4, 2023,
at Paradis-Givner Funeral Home,
357 Main St., Oxford. Burial with
military honors followed at North
Cemetery in Oxford. Calling hours
were Tuesday, October 3, 2023, from
4-8 p.m. at the funeral home. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to Notre Dame Hospice
and Palliative Care, 555 Plantation St.,
Worcester, MA 01605.

Sullivan, 83

Mrs. O’Sullivan was a travel agent
for Data General for many years.
Previously, she was the manager of
Gloria Stevens in Webster. In her
younger years, she was a model for
Denholm’s in Worcester. She was a
former member of St. Roch’s Church.
She enjoyed living in Zephyrhills,
Florida, during her retirement.

Mrs. O’Sullivan was a Lassie League
coach for 5 years when her daughters
were young. She loved the theater
and directed several plays for the
middle school, Nichols College, and
in Zephyrhills, Florida, during her
time there. She had a beautiful sing-
ing voice and loved music, reading,
quilting, baking, and traveling. She
participated with the “Save the Lake”
organization in Webster. She had an
extraordinary love for animals and
pets, and they brought her pleasure
and comfort throughout her life.

Memorial calling hours are Sunday;,
October 8, 2023, from 2-4 p.m. at
Paradis-Givner Funeral Home,
357 Main St., Oxford. A service of
remembrances by family and friends
will be held at 4:00 p.m. at the con-
clusion of calling hours. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the M.S.P.C.A., 350 South
Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02130.

Mikaela Victor

Local Resident

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
(774)200-7308

Advertising Account Executive

As a longtime resident of South
Central Massachusetts, Ive always
known what a special communi-
ty we live in. For generations, we
have trusted our local newspaper.
Local news and advertisers you can
trust, week after week. As the local
advertising rep for your newspaper,
it brings me great pleasure to help a
local business get results!

Our readers trust our advertisers.
Our advertisers trust us.

And you can trust me!

Your neighbor,
Mikaela
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Form 299

Date: September 26, 2023

Attorney General’s Notice
Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32

Town of Brimfield -- Case No. 11118
Annual Town Meeting of June 12,
2023
Articles # 20 and 21
Attorney General’s Limited Authority
to Waive Procedural Defects in the
Notice of the Planning Board Hearing
Pursuant to the provisions of
G.L. c. 40, § 32, if the Attorney General
finds there to be any defect in the
procedure of adoption or amendment
of any zoning by-law relating to the
form or content of the notice of the
Planning Board hearing prescribed by
G.L. c. 40A, § 5, or to the manner or
dates on which said notice is mailed,
posted or published as required by that
section, then instead of disapproving
the by-law or amendment by reason of
any such defect, the Attorney General
may elect to proceed under the defect
waiver provisions of G.L. c. 40, § 32.
Under those provisions, the Attorney
General is conditionally authorized to
waive any such defect.
Defect Determined in Notice of
Planning Board Hearing
The Attorney General has determined
that the planning board hearing notice
relating to the above Atrticles failed to
comply with the notice requirements
for such hearing established by G.L.
c. 40A, § 5. Section 5 provides in part
(with emphasis added):
No zoning...by-law or amendment
thereto shall be adopted until after the
planning board in a...town has...held
a public hearing thereon...at which
interested persons shall be given an
opportunity to be heard.... Notice of
the time and place of such hearing, of
the subject matter, sufficient for identi-
fication, and of the place where texts
and maps thereof may be inspected
shall be published in a newspaper of
general circulation in the...town once
in each of two successive weeks, the
first publication to be not less than
fourteen days before the day of said
hearing, and by posting such notice in
a conspicuous place in the...town hall
for a period of not less than fourteen
days before the day of said hearing.

Notice of said hearing shall also be
sent by mail, postage prepaid to the
department of housing and community
development, the regional planning
agency, if any, and to the planning
board of each abutting city and town...
In cases involving boundary, density
or use changes within a district, notice
shall be sent to any such nonresident
property owner who has filed such
a request with the city or town clerk
and whose property lies in the district
where the change is sought.

Based on the materials submitted
to this Office, we have identified the
following defects: (1) the Planning
Board hearing notice was not sent
to the Regional Planning Agency as
required by G.L. c. 40A, § 5; and (2)
the Planning Board hearing notice that
was posted and published stated only
the Section number of the proposed
by-law amendments and it therefore
did not provide notice of the subject
matter sufficient for identification, as
required by G.L. c. 40A, § 5. For these
reasons, the 90-day period prescribed
for the Attorney General’s review of
Articles 20 and 21 is suspended in
accordance with G.L. c. 40, § 32.
Attorn neral’s Election t
Proceed Under the Waiver Provisions
of G.L. c. 40, § 32
The Attorney General has elected to
proceed under the limited defect waiv-
er authority conferred by G.L. c. 40,
§ 32.

Suspension of Review of Zoning

By-Law Amendments
The 90-day period prescribed by law

for the Attorney General’s review of
local by-laws is therefore suspended
in accordance with the provisions of
G.L. c. 40, § 32.

Posting and Publication of This Notice
The Town Clerk shall post a true copy
of this Notice in a conspicuous place in
the Brimfield Town Hall for a period of
not less than 14 days and shall publish
a copy once in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Town of Brimfield.

Filing of Claim That Defect in Notice
Was Misleading or Otherwise
Prejudicial

Within 21 days of the date on which
this Notice is published in a newspa-
per of general circulation in the Town
of Brimfield, any resident of the Town
of Brimfield, or the owner of any real
property in the Town of Brimfield or
any other party entitled to notice of
the planning board hearing may file
with the Town Clerk a written state-
ment that the notice defect was mis-
leading or otherwise prejudicial. The
statement must include the reasons
supporting the claim that the defect in
the Planning Board Notice was mis-
leading or otherwise prejudicial. This
statement must be actually on file with
the Town Clerk not later than 21 days
from the date on which this Notice is
published in the newspaper.

Town Clerk’s Certification of

Compliance with This Notice

After the expiration of the 21-day peri-
od, the Town Clerk shall submit to the
Attorney General a true copy of this
Notice with a certification of compli-
ance with the publishing and posting
requirements of the preceding para-
graph, and a certification that either (a)
no claim was filed within the 21-day
period, or (b) one or more claims
were filed within the 21-day period.
The Town Clerk shall submit to the
Attorney General true copies of any
such claim(s).
Resumption of Attorney General’s
Review

Upon receipt of one original copy of
this Notice with the Clerk’s certifica-
tion, the 90-day period provided for
the Attorney General’s review under
G.L. c. 40, § 32, shall resume. If no
claim is made, the Attorney General
has the discretion to waive any such
defect; if any claim is made, however,
the Attorney General may not waive
any such defect.

Note: By not filing a claim under
this provision, a person shall not
be deprived of the right to assert
a claim of invalidity arising out of
any possible defect in the proce-
dure of adoption or amendment, as
provided in G.L. c. 40, § 32, and in
G.L. c. 40A, § 5.

Date: September 26, 2023

Very truly yours,

ANDREA JOY CAMPBELL
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Kelli E. Gunagan

By: Kelli E. Gunagan

Assistant Attorney General

Municipal Law Unit

10 Mechanic Street, Suite 301
Worcester, MA 01608

October 6, 2023

Public Meeting Notice

In accordance with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation
Commission will hold a public meeting
on Wednesday, October 25, 2023,
at 5:30 pm to review a Request for
Determination of Applicability (RDA)
permit application submitted by
Marianna Kleyman to determine if the
proposed project for maintenance of
Private Road — Right of Way at the
beginning of 50 Chamberlain Mountain
Road (Assessor’s Map: 5A-14) is sub-
ject to the Wetlands Protection Act (as
amended).

Project location: The beginning of
50 Chamberlain Road (Right of Way),
Brimfield, MA (Assessor’s Map: 5A-14)
Meeting Location: Public Participation
will be In-Person at the Town Hall,
21 Main Street, Brimfield, MA at 5:30

PM. Roger deBruyn & Joseph
Venezia, Brimfield Conservation
Commission Co-Chairs

09/28/2023

CC: Board of Health

Planning Board
October 6, 2023

NOTICE OF SALE
Lein Sale

Request a Notice of Lein Sale be Pub-
lished on the following listed Units
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 103 Michael McDonald,
10 Playground Drive., Woodstock ,CT
06281
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 90 Matthew Soper
126 Hartwell Street, Southbridge, MA
01550
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 545 Mariam Eccleston
P.O. Box 110, Spencer, MA 01562
Household & Misc, Iltems
Unit No 326 Phillip Thurlow
P.O. Box 1268, Webster, MA 01570
Household & Misc, Items
Gendron, Leona
47 Union St.
Southbridge , Ma 01550
LEIN SALE WILL BE HELD:
Date: 10/25/2023
Time: 12 Noon
Location: 94 Brookfield Rd., Charlton
MA 01507
October 6, 2023
October 13, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION
PROGRAM
Notice of Simplified License
Application pursuant to
M.G.L. Chapter 91
23-ww-PRE-0128-APP

NOTIFICATION DATE:

October 5th, 2023

PERMITTEE: Dan St. Onge
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS:

62 Mt. Dan Road, Sturbridge Ma.
Public notice is hereby given of the
application for a Chapter 91 Simpli-
fied License by Dan ST. Onge to con-
struct/maintain a Cantilevered Dock in
the waters of Big Alum Lake at 62 Mt
Dan Road, Sturbridge, MA. Worcester
County.

The Department will consider all
written comments on this Water-
ways application received by within
30 days of the “Notification Date”.

Failure of any aggrieved person or
group of ten citizens or more to submit
written comments to the Waterways
Regulation Program will result in the
waiver of any right to an adjudicatory
hearing in accordance with 310 CMR
9.13(4)(c). The group of citizens must
include at least five citizens who are
residents of the municipality in which
the proposed project is located.
Project plans for this Waterways ap-
plication are on file for public viewing
electronically, by request to
dep.waterways@mass.gov. If you do
not have access to email, please leave
a vok::email at (617) 292-5929 and you
will be contacled with information on al-
ternative options.

It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with
dep.waterways@mass.gov when pos-
sible. Alternatively, comments may be
mailed to the Waterways Regulation
Program at: 1 Winter Street, 5th Floor,
Boston, MA 02108.

October 5, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO23D1651DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION AND MAILING
Cindy L. Boucher
VS.

David W Boucher

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint for
Divorce requesting that the Court grant
a divorce for Irretrievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has
been entered in this matter prevent-
ing you from taking any action which
would negatively impact the current
financial status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court Rule
411.
You are hereby summoned and
required to serve upon:
Cindy L Boucher
104 Pimpton St
Apt 2
Southbridge, MA 01550
your answer, if any, on or before
12/26/2023. If you fail to do so, the
court will proceed to the hearing and
adjudication of this action. You are
also required to file a copy of your
answer, if any, in the office of the
Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 22, 2023

Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate

October 6, 2023

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

DOCKET NO. 23 SM 003581

ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Susan E. Bharadwa, as Personal
Representative of the Estate of Tim-
othy M. Fuller a/k/a Timothy Monroe
Fuller; Sun Fuller, Individually Melissa
Parsoff, as parent and next friend of
Talia Fuller; Sun Fuller, as parent and
next friend of Suha E. Fuller

and to all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
50 U.S.C. C. 50 §3901 (et seq):
MidFirst Bank

claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Stur-
bridge, numbered 40 New Boston
Road, given by Timothy M. Fuller to
Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Northpoint Mortgage, Inc., its
successors and assigns, dated March
8, 2019, and recorded in Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds in Book 60127, Page 290,
and now held by the Plaintiff by assign-
ment, has/have filed with this court a
complaint for determination of Defen-
dant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers
status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may be
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act. If you object
to a foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that basis, then you
or your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA
02108 on or before 11/6/2023 or you
may lose the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief
Justice of this Court on 9/22/2023.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
October 5, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION
PROGRAM
Notice of Simplified License

Application pursuant to M.G.L.
Chapter 91
23-ww-PRE-0127-APP

NOTIFICATION DATE:

October 5th, 2023

PERMITTEE: Bob Muscaro
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS:

72 Paradise Lane, Sturbridge Ma.
Public notice is hereby given of the
application for a Chapter 91 Simplified
License by Bob Muscaro to construct/
maintain a Cantilevered Dock in the
waters of Big Alum Lake at 72 Para-
dise Lane, Sturbridge, MA. Worcester
County.

The Department will consider all
written comments on this Wate,ways
application received by within 30
days of the “Notification Date”. Fail-
ure of any aggrieved person or group
of ten citizens or more to submit written
comments to the Waterways Regula-
tion Program will result in the waiver of
any right to an adjudicatory hearing in
accordance with 310 CMR 9.13(4)(c).
The group of citizens must include at
least five citizens who are residents of
the municipality in which the proposed
project is located.

Project plans for this Waterways ap-
plication are on file for public viewing
electronically, by request to
dep.waterways@mass.gov. If you do
not have access to email, please leave
a vok::email at (617) 292-5929 and you
will be contacled with information on al-
ternative options.

It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with
dep.waterways@mass.gov when pos-
sible. Alternatively, comments may be
mailed to the Waterways Regulation
Program at: 1 Winter Street, 5th Floor,
Boston, MA 02108.

October 5, 2023

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
Docket No. WO23P2784EA
Estate of:
Jeffrey Scott Brooks
Also Known As:
Jeffrey S. Brooks
Date Of Death:
May 6, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the
above-captioned estate by Petition of
Petitioner Vivian H. Brooks of Stur-
bridge MA
A Will has been admitted to informal
Vivian H. Brooks of Sturbridge MA
has been informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the estate
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and ex-
penses of administration. Interested
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting the
powers of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal procedure. A
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can
be obtained from the Petitioner.
October 6, 2023

Pursuant to Mass General Laws Chap-
ter 105A, the contents of the following
space: H25 (Danielle Drogne) locat-
ed at 25 Brimfield Road, Holland, MA
will be sold to satisfy the owners lien
of Storage Plus. Sale date is Wednes-
day, October 18, 2023 @1:00 PM. In-
spection between 12:30 PM and 1:00
Pm on October 18, 2023. Sealed bids
must be hand delivered by 1 :00 PM on
October 18, 2023. All goods must be
purchased with cash, as is, and must
be removed within 48 hours of sale.
Owner has the right to bid to protect
his lien and to withdraw any unit upon
settlement by the obligated party up for
sale. For further informatiion call (413)
245-4388.

October 5, 2023

October 12, 2023

For Legal
Advertising
Information

Call
508-909-4127
email:
legals@
stonebridge
press.news
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Quinebaug Masonic Lodge installs new officers for 2024

By Bro. Vincenzo Jimmy Falzone
Quinebaug Masonic Lodge

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Saturday, Sept.
16, lodge members, family and friends
gathered at Quinebaug Masonic Lodge in
Southbridge to celebrate the Installation
of New Officers for the 2024 Masonic
year. Wow! One hundred sixty-five
years and Quinebaug Masonic Lodge is
still around and thriving, thanks to the
strong bonds of Freemasonry and fam-
ily-oriented men. Let me tell you a little
bit of history about how Quinebaug
Masonic Lodge was started.

The Quinebaug Lodge of Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons was first organized
on the second floor of Salem Town’s
House in Charlton Massachusetts which
was moved and relocated to the Old
Sturbridge Village in 1952, and is now a
Historical Living Museum building of
that time error. The lodge was granted
a charter by Paul Revere, and on March
14, 1796, formed into Fayette Lodge. This
lodge served members of our surround-
ing communities of Dudley, Charlton
and Sturbridge and parts that would
form into Southbridge.

On Dec. 7, 1859, S.A. Drake, a prom-
inent businessman, along with fellow
Masons was giving special dispensation
to organize a new lodge in Southbridge.
The new lodge was named Quinebaug
Lodge and at that time had 40 members,
most of them prominent citizens from
Southbridge. The lodge would hold its
first official meeting a week later with
Chester A. Dresser as the lodges first
Worshipful Master and S.A. Drake as
treasurer. On March 14, 1905, rooms
at the Chester A. Dresser house which
stood at the time at the corner of Main
and Central Street in Southbridge, were
dedicated to the Quinebaug Masonic
Lodge. Afterwards, the building would
be known as the Masonic Building, and
the lodge observed its 75th anniversary
on Dec. 7, 1934. The Masonic building
was sold in 1960 and the lodge would
hold its meetings in the basement of
the Central Baptist Church until a new
permanent place was found. Quinebaug
Masonic Lodge eventually found its
new home on Oct. 13, 1969, on Ashland
Avenue and held its first meeting it is
still thriving to this day.

For history buffs Jacob Edward
Library in Southbridge has all kinds of
information on the Masonic history in
Southbridge which had a huge part in
this community. It was the big names in
businesses such as Ammidown, Child,
Wells, Hydes, Morris, Dresser that
brought not only some of the country’s
largest business to Southbridge but also
Freemasonry and would be the fathers
of Quinebaug Lodge of Freemasons and
its traditions. What we do know is that

Courtesy

First row from left to right brother Benjamin Marinelli, bro. Clay Tull, with top hat our 24th Masonic District Deputy Grand Master Right
Worshipful bro. Jonathan Neitz, our new lodge Master Worshipful bro. Will Proper, bro. Rick Lavergne, bro. Chris St.Cyr, 2nd row: Bro. George
Makara, bro Jean Lefebvre, bro. Eric Willard, bro Larry Burbridge, bro. Eric Langevin, and bro. Joshua Kirkwood and in the back row bro.

Terrance Mount, and bro. Bob St.Cyr. Quinebaug Masonic lodge newly elected 2024 officers.

after 165 years the Quinebaug Masonic
Lodge of Freemasons have continued to
make good men better.

Our members are immensely proud

of the deep traditions the lodge con-
tinues to hold true. We are enormously
proud of the next generation of officers
who will hold the honorable positions
and will continue these long-lasting tra-

ditions going into the future. If you
would like more information about
Freemasonry and to find a lodge nearest
you, visit our Web site at www.massfree-
masonry.org.

QCC receives $675,000 in adult education
transition to college funding

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College was
awarded $675,000 in Transition to College funding from the
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education (DESE). The funding covers a three-year period
and will go towards QCC’s Future Focus program, which
supports adult learners from adult basic education programs.

“This funding is so phenomenal,” said the Coordinator of
the Future Focus Program, Gilmarie Vongphakdy. “Transition
programs such as Future Focus help support some of our
nontraditional students who are often parents, working full-
time, or individuals who haven’t used the English language
in a college setting before. Also, this funding allows us to
increase our offerings from five courses to eight courses and
provide laptop loans. Lack of technology is a big barrier for

many of our students.”

Adwoa Koduah, a Worcester resident who is raising four
children and has been working at a senior living facility
said that as an adult learner, it was intimidating to go back

Boateng said.

to school and be around younger people. She said the Future
Focus program offered guidance on how to navigate the pro-
cesses of higher education.

“Future Focus has been a tremendous help. The first step is
the most difficult but it’s worth it,” said Koduah.

Another student, Benedicta Boateng, recalled feeling too
old to go to college.

“At a point I nearly gave up. I was struggling with a
class, but through Gilmarie’s encouragement, I passed my
class. Future Focus gave me the confidence that no matter
my age, with determination I can further my education,”

The Future Focus program fully integrates students into
QCC, provides academic and college readiness support ser-

vices to enhance student retention and provides college cred-

LEGALS

it coursework at no cost to the student. Students receive free
tuition, fees, books, supplies and transportation if needed.
Visit www.QCC.edu/future-focus to learn more.

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION
PROGRAM
Notice of Simplified License
Application pursuant to M.G.L.
Chapter 91

23-ww-PRE-0126-APP
NOTIFICATION DATE:

October 5th, 2023

PERMITTEE: Matt Kibbe

PROJECT SITE ADDRESS:

324 The Trall, Sturbridge Ma.

Public notice is hereby given of the ap-
plication for a Chapter 91 Simplified Li-
cense by Matt Kibbe to construct/main-
tain a Cantilevered Dock in the waters
of Big Alum Lake at 324 The Trail, Stur-
bridge, MA. Worcester County.

The Department will consider all
written comments on this Water-
ways application received by within
30 days of the “Notification Date”.
Failure of any aggrieved person or
group of ten citizens or more to submit
written comments to the Waterways
Regulation Program will result in the
waiver of any right to an adjudicatory
hearing in accordance with 310 CMR
9.13(4)(c). The group of citizens must
include at least five citizens who are
residents of the municipality in which
the proposed project is located.
Project plans for this waterways ap-
plication are on file for public viewing
electronically, by request to
dep.waterways@mass.gov. If you do
not have access to email, please leave
a voicemail at (617) 292-5929 and you
will be conlacted with infonnation on
alternative options.

It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with
dep.waterways@mass.gov when pos-
sible. Alternatively, comments may be
mailed to the waterways Regulation
Program at: 1 Winter Street, 5th Floor,
Boston, MA 02108.

October 5, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION
PROGRAM

Notice of Simplified License
Applicatlon pursuant to
M.G.L. Chapter 91
23-ww-PRE-0125-APP

NOTIFICATION DATE:

October 5th, 2023

PERMITTEE: Rocco Falcone
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS:

328 The Trail, Sturbridge Ma.

Public notice is hereby given of the ap-
plication for a Chapter 91 Simplified Li-
cense by Rocco Falcone to construct/
maintain a Cantilevered Dock in the
waters of Big Alum Lake at 328 The
Trail, Sturbridge, MA. Worcester Coun-
ty.

The Department will consider all
written comments on this Water-
ways application received by within
30 days of the “Notification Date”.
Failure of any aggrieved person or
group of ten citizens or more to submit
written comments to the Waterways
Regulation Program will result in the
waiver of any right to an adjudicatory
hearing in accordance with 310 CMR
9.13(4)(c). The group of citizens must
include at least five citizens who are
residents of the municipality in which
the proposed project is located.
Project plans for this waterways ap-
plication are on file for public viewing
electronically, by request to
dep.waterways@mass.gov. If you do
not have access to emaH, please leave
a voicemail at (617) 292-5929 and you
will be contacted with information on
alternative options.

It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with
dep.waterways@mass.gov when pos-
sible. Alternatively, comments may be
mailed to the Waterways Regulation
Program at: 1 Winter Street, 5th Floor,
Boston, MA 02108.

October 5, 2023

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given by Auburn Auto
Body works LLC . 82 Pinehurst Ave.
Auburn, Ma. 01501

Pursuant to the Provisions of G. L.
c.255 Section 39A, that on 10/26/23 @
9:00 AM at: Auburn Auto Body Works
LLC 82 Pinehurst Ave Auburn.Ma.
01501. The following motor vehicle will

be sold at a private sale to satisfy the
Garage Keeper’s Lien there on for stor-
age,towing, charges,care and expens-
es of notice and of said vehicle.
Description of vehicle: Vehicle VIN#
1GTP6DE10G1380550

2016 GMC Canyon P/U

Owner Jeffrey G. Blais 39 Wallace Ave.
Auburn, Ma. 01501.

This notice has been given under the
provisions of G.L. c255 Section 39A.
October 5, 2023

October 12, 2023

October 19, 2023

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing
Application for Site Plan Approval
Cornerstone Bank
In accordance with the provisions of
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning
Board will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, October 24, 2023 at 6:35
PM in the Center Office Building lo-
cated at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge,
MA 01566 and/or by virtual means if
circumstances warrant, in accordance
with applicable law; on the application
of Cornerstone Bank for the property

located at 200 Charlton Road.

The applicant requests Site Plan Ap-
proval as required by the Sturbridge
Zoning Bylaw Article XIX, Site Plan
Review to allow the demolition of the
existing drive-through ATM & tell-
er window facility to be replaced with
ITMs and new canopy. The proposal
includes removing pavement in order
to promote landscape islands and a
decrease in impervious area, along
with related site improvements at 200
Charlton Road, Sturbridge as shown
on the plans and materials submitted.
A copy of the site plan and applica-
tion can be inspected on the Stur-
bridge Town Website at https://www.
sturbridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be
made to view the application packet by
contacting the Sturbridge Planning De-
partment at (508) 347-2508 or by email
at jlacy @sturbridge.gov.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of
2021, this meeting will be conducted in
person and may be conducted via re-
mote means if circumstance warrant,

in accordance with applicable law.
This means that members of the public
body as well as members of the public
may access this meeting in person, or
via virtual means.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/
join/472675877

Every effort will be made to ensure that
the public can adequately access the
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are
unable to do so, despite best efforts,
we will post of the Town’s website an
audio or video recording, transcript, or
other comprehensive record of the pro-
ceedings as soon as possible after the
meeting.

Charles Blanchard

Chairperson

October 5, 2023

October 12, 2023

Town of Sturbridge
Board of Selectmen
Public Hearing Cancelled

The Town of Sturbridge Board of
Selectmen in accordance with M.G.L.
Ch. 148, Section 13, hereby give notice
that a public hearing was to held be on
Monday, October 2, 2023 at 6:35
p-m. for the application of The Town
of Sturbridge for an amended license
for gas tanks with flammable mate-
rials located at 1 New Boston Road
Extension, Sturbridge, MA 01566.
THIS MEETING HAS BEEN
CANCELLED

Town of Sturbridge
Board of Selectmen
Public Hearing

The Town of Sturbridge Board of
Selectmen in accordance with M.G.L.
Ch. 148, Section 13, hereby give
notice that a public hearing will be held
on Monday, October 16, 2023 at 6:35
p-m. for the application of The Town
of Sturbridge for an amended license
for gas tanks with flammable mate-
rials located at 1 New Boston Road
Extension, Sturbridge, MA 01566.
The public hearing will take place at
the Town Hall, 2nd floor, Veteran’s
Memorial Hall located at 308 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566.
October 5, 2023
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Bay Path’s Brayden Downes turns the corner and ultimately scores a touchdown.

Nick Ethier photos
Kaiden Brochu of Bay Path outraces the Monty Tech defense.

Ground and pound attack helps Minutemen

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLTON — In a rematch of last year’s State
Vocational Large School Championship, the Bay Path
varsity football team played host to Monty Tech at the
Minutemen’s Homecoming game on Saturday, Sept. 30
at George L. Fowler Memorial Field.

And Bay Path went to work in the trenches, dom-
inating the line play on the wet and muddy surface.
The offensive line helped produce seven rushing
touchdowns as the Minutemen ultimately ran away
from the Bulldogs, 51-20.

“We have a lot of confidence in our o-line. They’ve
been in the weight room all offseason. They work
really hard. We feel like we have just as much talent
up front as we do in the backfield,” said Bay Path head
coach Cody Giampa. “I know our backs get a lot of
credit, and we have some special backs, but I think our
offensive line is just as good as anybody. Those kids
bust their tails.”

The Minutemen’s offense went to work early, or as
soon as the defense forced a Monty Tech turnover
on downs. On their first snap, Bay Path’s Brayden
Downes went end-around to the left side for a 32-yard
touchdown.

Less than two minutes in, it was 6-0 Minutemen.

Following a Bulldog punt, Bay Path upped the lead
to 14-0 when Kaiden Brochu ran 28 yards up the gut for
the score, and then he added the two-point conversion
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Nick Ethier photos

Nick Ethier photos
Austin Kravitz of Bay Path swoops in to tackle Monty Tech’s

Pat Hall.

rush.

Monty Tech did tie the score at 14-14 in the second
quarter, though, when quarterback Dylan Huntoon
tossed touchdown passes to Art Walch and Pat Hall,
respectively. Huntoon also passed for a two-point con-
version.

But Giampa was actually OK with the Bulldogs air-
ing it out since his defense was keyed in on stopping
their potent ground game.

“We wanted to get a lot of rotation up front. They’re
dangerous when they can run the ball, so we wanted
to take that away and force them to throw,” explained
Giampa.

Bay Path responded with a pair of scores late in the
first half to grab a 30-14 lead at intermission. Brochu
had both touchdowns, one from 27 yards and the other
from 43. He added one of the conversions, Downes the
other.

“He sees the field really well. And he runs with his
weight really low and his shoulders in front of him.
He expects contact, he likes contact and he doesn’t
stop on contact. His running is always between the
tackles,” Giampa said of Brochu, one of the state’s
leaders in rushing yards. “He’s special, man. We’re
very fortunate to have him.”

“There’s always that same hole there. I know exactly
where the hole is going to be every time,” Brochu said
of his running vision coupled with the offensive line’s
ability to form those holes.

The Minutemen upped their lead to 38-14 in the
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Bay Path quarterback Corey Scovil airs out a deep ball versus Monty Tech.
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Nick Ethier photos

Nick Adler of Bay Path fights for extra yardage while being
tackled at the ankles.

run past Monty Tech

third quarter when Downes (9 carries, 104 yards)
grabbed his second touchdown of the game, this one
from 4 yards. He also added the two-pointer.

“Brayden Downes, he really squared himself away
this year. Last year he was young, a little imma-
ture, and he completely squared himself away,” said
Giampa. “He wants to play football and he knows he
can be just as talented as Kaiden. He’s another kid that
likes to hit people.”

Immediately following Monty Tech’s final scoring
play — a 10-yard rushing TD by Ryan Quinn — Brochu
ended the third quarter, and his offensive day, with a
61-yard touchdown as Bay Path took a 44-20 lead into
the final frame.

Brochu carried the ball 12 times for 251 yards, the
four scores, and a pair of two-point conversions.

The Minutemen ended the scoring early in the
fourth when Bryan Pardee took it to the house from 28
yards out and Chase Davis tacked on the extra point
kick.

Bay Path improved to 3-1, while the Bulldogs slipped
to 1-3.

“I think we’re good, but I think we can get better,”
said Brochu.

“We’re proud of our start,” added Giampa. “We
want to get better every week. We're a one game at a
time team.”

The Minutemen will next host Narragansett
Regional (3-1) on Friday, Oct. 6 at 7 p.m.
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Tantasqua players team up to block a Sutton hitter.

Friday, Sept. 22

Sutton varsity volleyball 3, Tantasqua
0 — The Suzies hosted and defeated
the Warriors in a non-league matchup.
Sutton took all three sets: 25-17; 25-8; 25-9.
The win advances Sutton’s record to 3-4
while Tantasqua, fresh off a win against
Bartlett, fell to 1-6.

Tuesday, Sept. 26

St. John’s varsity golf 185, Tantasqua
215 — Playing at Wachusett Country
Club, the Warriors couldn’t get past the
Pioneers. Cael Duggan of St. John’s was
the medalist after carding a 1-under par
35. The low Tantasqua player was Sam
Pieczynski, who shot a 39, and he was
followed by Wyatt Fay’s 40. The Warriors
are now 4-4.

Tantasqua JV golf 180, Minnechaug
185 — Hosting at Hemlock Ridge, the
Warriors improved to 2-2 thanks to Rory
Herrick’s 3-over par 39.

Wednesday, Sept. 27

Tantasqua varsity golf 168, Oxford
277 — The visiting Warriors took care of
business at Heritage Country Club, best-
ing the Pirates by 109 combined strokes.
Sam Pieczynski’s 1-over par 37 paced
Tantasqua, which improved to 5-4.

Thursday, Sept. 28

Tantasqua varsity golf 158, East
Longmeadow 168 — The Warriors
improved to 6-4 after defeating East
Longmeadow at Hemlock Ridge. Scoring
Tantasqua players included Sam
Pieczynski (medalist at 1-over par 37),
Patrick Dunn (39), Wyatt Fat (41) and
Rory Herrick (41).

Tantasqua’s Lidia Barbahlo gets ready to block an on-coming Sutton

attacker.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Tantasqua’s Rory Smith sends the ball over the outstretched arms of

a Sutton blocker.

Courtesy Dawn Pepka-Jones

Ava Baldrachi of Tantasqua prepares to serve during the second set.

Tantasqua JV golf 181, East
Longmeadow 187 — Traveling
to Veterans Golf Club, the
Warriors headed home win-
ners as they improved to
3-2. Andrew Weeden shot a
personal best 44 and Andrew
Radebaugh contributed a 45.

Friday, Sept. 29

Doherty varsity football 27,
Tantasqua 7 — Quarterback
Adam Howe threw a late
touchdown pass to Brady
Willitts and Luke Marvin

booted the extra point Kick,
but the visiting Warriors
fell short against the
Highlanders.

Monday, Oct. 2

Tantasqua varsity golf 156,
Auburn 177 — A stellar round
of 3-under par 33 at Hemlock
Ridge by Sam Pieczynski
was more than enough to
lift the Warriors past the
Rockets. Rory Herrick shot a
40 for Tantasqua (7-4), while
Patrick Dunn shot a 41 and
Brodie Shafer added a 42.

Southbridge Softball Association Final Standings

Class A N.E. Chimney — 13-7
Warriors — 15-5 Naylor’s — 11-9
Abacus — 14-6 Sixers 2 — 4-16
Anonymous — 11-9 Daoust — 4-16
G.WM. — 7-13

Sixers forfeit out — 2-5 Class C
Public House — 16-2
Class B Green Path — 13-5

Charlton Oil — 18-2 HVAC Castillo — 13-5

Smashers — 9-9

Pizza Chef — 8-10
Empire Village — 3-15
Sticky Paws — 1-17

JB
Steadfast Fence — 10-5
Atlantic Chimney — 8-7
Cornerstone Bank — 8-7

Central Pizza — 4-11

COED
Change Ups — 17-3
By Youuu — 15-5
Pink Gorillas — 13-7
Beast Const. — 4-16
One Hit Wonders — 1-19
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Shepherd Hill’'s Adrien Roach holds off a Wachusett defender as the ball approaches his feet.

Nick Ethier

Shepherd Hill’s David Breault tries to dribble the ball past a
Wachusett defender.

Nick Ethier

Shepherd Hill’'s Dan Lincoln heads the ball further down the
field.

Nick Ethier

Dan Gronek of Shepherd Hill uses his speed to outrace his
opponent from Wachusett.

Gronek, Roach show chemistry, but Rams

fall to Wachusett

By Nick Ethier

Sports Editor

DUDLEY — Despite plenty of chemistry displayed
between Dan Gronek and Adrien Roach up top, the
Shepherd Hill boys’ varsity soccer team couldn’t
hold onto a pair of two-goal leads against Wachusett
at Carmignani Memorial Field on Tuesday, Sept. 26.
As a result, the Rams suffered a 4-3 setback to the
Mountaineers.

“It’s tough to swallow,” Shepherd Hill head coach
Tim Cormier said of the loss. “You try to make some
fixes along the way, but it’s just one of those games I
guess. It’s hard to quantify it at this point. You see the
mistakes happening in slow motion from the sideline,
but there’s nothing you can do about it.

“You look at the schedule and there’s juggernauts
on the schedule and there’s winnable games,” added

Cormier of this winnable contest. “We let it slip and
it’s not the end of the world. High school soccer is not
the end all be all, but at the same time you want them
to understand what opportunities they have at their
fingertips and we’ve been working to put this stuff
together. We should be able to put 80 minutes of soccer
out there.”

The loss put The Hill at 3-3-1, while Wachusett
grabbed their first win of the season as they improved
to 1-8.

The Rams grabbed a 2-0 first-half lead on a pair of
Gronek strikes. Luke Poirier assisted on the first goal,
while Roach had the helper on the second.

Then, with it being a 2-1 game at halftime, Shepherd
Hill extended the advantage to 3-1 in the 52nd minute.
There, Roach’s blast got past the Mountaineers’ keep-
er.

Gronek now has 10 goals and a pair of assists on
the season, while Roach has scored eight times and
has added seven assists out of the Rams’ 21 total goals.

“They’ve been playing together on this team for four
years, so they’'ve got that chemistry,” Cormier said
of the Gronek-Roach one-two offensive punch. “They
work out together, they’re friends and they’re in class-
es together, so it’s a good combo.”

Cormier is hoping for more production from the
rest of the squad, though.

“We can’t rely on them, we can’t put it all on their
shoulders. And they can’t do it themselves. We have to
build around them,” he said.

Wachusett’s Jake Kristolaitis had a hand in the
game’s final three goals, scoring to make it 3-2, assist-
ing on Ethan Mansoor’s goal to make it 3-3, and tally-
ing in the 73rd minute for the winner.

The National Domestic Violence

HOTLINE

1.800.799.SAFE (7233) - 1.800.787.3224 (TTY)

WWW.THEHOTLINE.ORG
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\T Colonial with all the bells & whistles! 2000

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570 ‘ One of 4, to be built,
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You! Now Framed! $475,000

D Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker "\‘ s /- Sq. Ft. 3 bedrooms 2-1/2 Baths! Open
F =2\ +/- 50 p
P Licensed in MA, CT & RI = @ ™ Concept 1st floor. Hardwood Floors, 2 car
REAL ESTATE GROUP We Want ‘ = T garage! Artesian Well! Town Sewer.
Your Listings! ]| (s

I
=

June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * John Kokocinski

WEBSTER LAKE WOODSTOCK - 4 BARBER RD WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE Lizdnae= R LU 2L
1404 TREASURE ISLAND ; o ¥ AT THIS Cape is
: Clean, Well
;‘} Maintained,
% &  Move-in
h £ = Ready! 10,000
TREASURE [SLAND A
o GARAGE Spamous Living Rm 2 - 1st FIr BRs
/Gl Hardwood Flrs! 2 2nd flr bed-
! SORRY SOLD' | \r,gorr?:.mllr\llgar?l(lEVé%%ER [SAKE’SnLAKrESIeDE
. SANDY BEACH & BOAT RAMP ~ $329,900

WATERFRONT RESIDENTIAL CON-

DO COMMUNITY!! Overlooking DUDLEY - 24 CENTRAL AVE

the Marina.. Enjoy Scenic Lake NEW LISTING!
Living Sunrise Sunset Boating e : LAV
Sailing Skiing Swimming Fishing - - ' for  Sale!!
and SOO MUCH More! 2 Boat BEING BUILT~ Framed& SidedSPRAWLING ONE LEV- 4 Bedrrom

EL RANCH HOME! Situated on a Level 1/2 Acre Lot! SORRY SOLD! 20005F of Lv

Circa 100 Vintage 3 bedrooms. Renovations includ- ~ Private backyard. OPEN FLOOR PLAN Living room, ing Space! Liv-

ed kitchen & 2 baths, refinished wood flooring, inte-  Dining room, Upscale Kitchen with 8" Island, 3 bed- e T T T
rior painting & more...Barn, large lot. ~ $425,000 ~ r0om. 2 Baths, Garage. BEAUTIFUL SOLID HARD- 3 Betnooms bgti:?%?()’nomic?il Gas Heat! New

Slips!.. Sandy Beach Access & A
Salt Water Heated Pool! Pets al-
lowed! 2 Bed, 2 & 1/2 Baths.

assisted sale $610,000 WOOD FLOORS, Central air. $615,000. Electrical Panel! Come Take a Look! ~ $225,000.
On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Webster Lake - = Webszor Lake Webstor Lake

24S Launelwosd Drive [SORRY, SOLD!| 45 Vnion Point 73 South Pocnt Bd.
am{aant ki ~ | MakeCherishedMemorieson 100’ of front the water &
“ Sl | WEBSTER LAKE! Beautiful road.OAnrOorI]dagc%rzgnt %I\cl)vgkerga-
Approximately 11,000 Sg. Ft. of mostly | Waterfront Cape! 12,000 S0.  rage is located on the property.
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters ft. lot, sunrises are justaston- s |ocation is not Prime. Land
edge. Sandy Shore line! Western views j ishing. Fireplaced & Yaulted area surveyed, DEP approval to
 Call for a viewing!

ceiling, Living Room. 2 zone  pyild. Property suitable for small |
central air. 2 car garage. as- craft dockage/off season storage.
sisted sale Town Water & Sewer available

$695,000 $1,260,000 $185,000 i
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ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
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* 2 Baths 4 Bedrooms
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- Room 1+ *Garage
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FAMILY Room HARVEY | Free Market Analysis
) *HW Floors Windows, Skylight
*Easy Commute Location *Impeccably Maintained Call JoAnn
4 Camelot Circle St $565,000 | 17 Village Way $380,00 774-230-5044

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
| ead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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e Mary@WillSellit.com CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

é )

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant

Cell 508-769-9211

ERA Key Realty

"Put 39 years of combined Why cal I t he
real estate experience A Michelle Terry Team

=
«
4 s
i
Donna Flannery Realtor® to work for you!"  Kayleen Flannery Sauvageau
S08-612-6771 Realtor”
T e Bl Sososse i
nneryserakey. Kayleen0O@acl.com

—
L e i to sell your home?
I-ake RealtY YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT SINCE 1991 EXIT Real Estate Executives y
111 East Main St., Webster, MA O A I e cusTomER We have a great marketing plan that includes:
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS ) .
Specializing in waterfront property ‘ SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME n ¢ Home staging services YOUR LOCAL
Servicing all Central MA ¢ GO WITH MOE! S ———— o Home warranties REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

maureencimoch@gmail.com 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 3D videos

¢ Professional photography

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562

H 50 Years in the i °
REAL ESTATE REDEFINED i\cl':ndt:ecl;t:za ll?state R%al.:s?rs\:aasts? « Ramped up open houses! Mlchellle Terry ¢ Broker /Owner
A RE/MAX 1 look f()ﬁw?rd to ser\lling . ¢ And so much more.. i michelleterryteam.com
RE/MAYX you in all of your real estate —
PROFESSIONAL ‘.’EB"J;,‘:'I:*;' Give us a ca" tOday' 508-202-0008 !}
ASSOCIATES * Selling
49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA e Investing

Contact Info:
774.230.3500508.943.6960 Fahded BB
sandigrzyb@aol.com

Patrick Sweeney Carrie Abysalh
Realtor Realtor

License #9529769 License #904677 ~af
7 452-3578 . (508) 6410150 255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,
Licensed in MA and CT Worcester, MA 01609 ] ]
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Author Elena Palladino to speak at
Charlton Pubhc Library

CHARLTON — Join us on Thursday,
Oct. 12, at 6 p.m. in Dexter Hall to hear
author Elena Palladino discuss her
book on the creation of the Quabbin
Reservoir and the four towns that
were destroyed in the making of the
reservoir. Registration is requested.
Sponsored by Friends of Charlton
Public Library. Copies of the book will
be available for sale after the talk.

About “Lost Towns of the Swift River
Valley: Drowned by the Quabbin”

In April 1938, Swift River Valley res-
idents held a farewell ball to mark
the demise of the quintessential New
England town of Enfield and its three
smaller neighbors, Greenwich, Dana,
and Prescott. The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts was sacrificing these
towns to build the Quabbin, a massive
reservoir of drinking water for resi-
dents of Boston. Three prominent res-
idents attended the somber occasion.
Marion Andrews Smith was the last
surviving member of an important
manufacturing family. Willard “Doc”

WAR RELICS &

Elena Palladino

Segur was the valley’s beloved country
doctor and town leader. And Edwin
Henry Howe was Enfield’s postmas-
ter and general store proprietor. They
helped build their beloved community
for decades, only to watch grief-strick-
en as it was destroyed by 412 billion
gallons of water. Author and historian
Elena Palladino recounts the story of
these communities as seen through
eyes of those who lived there until the
end.

Elena Palladino grew up in
Sturbridge, and now lives with her

AT I ST KL
LT STl B

Home Town Service,

famlly in Marion Smith’s former home
in Ware. She holds a BA in Enghsh
from Simmons College, an MA in liter-
ary and cultural studies from Carnegie
Mellon University and an EAM in high-
er education from Harvard University.
She works in higher education in
Western Massachusetts. This is her
first book. For more information or
to connect with Elena, visit https://
QuabbinHouse.com or QuabbinHouse
on Instagram.

Charlton Public Library is located at
40 Main St. in Charlton.
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HURLEY
FIREWOOD

WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER

own-to-Town

GLASSIFIEDS

BIG TIME RESULTS

174-200-7308

WSA@ \@‘

. . CASH WAITING!
Cut, Split, Delivered Helmets, Swords,
GREEN Daggers, Bayonets,
$200 per cord Rages, Uniorme, et
DRY Over 40 years’
experience.
$270 per cord Capll David
Call John at 508-958-4350] \°°)°8808%7.
LABRADOR BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
RETRIEVER FALL YARD SALE
PUPPIES FOR SALE Saturday, October 14th
Family Rraised
First shots Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley

black, yellow and chocolate
Ready 10/21/23 $975.00

Call Jeff at 508-341-4845
leave message or text.

(no TV’s) Tools -
Furniture -

Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee
9am until 3pm FREE
We accept CREDIT CARDS!
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc.
hand tools, lights, flooring etc..
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets,
hutches, etc.. Housewares - glassware, dishes, pic-
tures, mirrors, bowls, cups, small appliances Sport-
ing goods - Bikes, skies, baseball equipment, golf,
exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, jackets,
shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high chairs,
bouncy, games, Antiques

TOWN OF SPENCER
Minutes Clerk/Recording Secretary

Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals.

Microsoft Office applications.
Starting salary $17.33 per hour. EEO Employer.

Submit resume and application available at
www.spencerma.gov
to the Office of Town Administrator,

The Town of Spencer is seeking a Minutes Clerk (up to
12 Hours a month) for the Conservation Commission,

Position requires three years of clerical experience,
excellent writing and typing skills and proficiency in

Town of Spencer, 157 Main St., Spencer, MA 01562

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-0n
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

MANUFACTURING JOB SHOP
IS LOOKING FOR AN

AUTOCAD
DETAILER

AutoCAD, Mastercam, Solidworks experience

Responsible for developing flat sheet metal layouts
from customer drawings, in order to produce DXF
files for OMAX Water Jet and laser cutting machines.
Updating existing drawings as new
becomes available. Responsibilities would also include
developing cut sheets for sheet metal components
and various structural items.

A strong sheet metal background is a plus.

Hours: M-Th: 7:00am-5:00pm, F: 7:00am-3:30pm
Compensation based on experience.
We offer medical benefits, 401k and more.
Qualified candidates should email resume or apply in person:

information

Southbridge Tool & Manufacturing Co., Inc
181 Southbridge Road, Route 131
Dudley, MA 01571
(508) 764-2779 ¢ info@southbridgetool.com

TOWN OF AUBURN
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

2023 -2024 winter season.

Department of Public Works.

the best interest of the Town.

Kenneth Fairbanks
Highway Superintendent

The Town of Auburn Department of Public Works
is accepting applications for snow plowing for the

Applications may be obtained at the Department
of Public Works-Highway Division, 5 Millbury

Street,Auburn,MA 01501, Monday-Friday 8:00a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Applications must be returned to the

The Town of Auburn reserves the right to waive
any informalities and accept or reject any or all
applications, or portions of such, if thought to be in

The Spencer Housing Authority has an opening for a Full-Time Maintenance Mechanic

The Spencer Housing Authority is seeking a qualified persontofill the position of full-time Maintenance Mechanic (40 hours).
The individual hired for this position must have general knowledge of property maintenance, carpentry, floor repairs, minor
plumbing, and electrical repairs. Applicant should also have experience with painting, cleaning, plowing, shoveling, snow
removal. Individual must be available for rotating on-call shifts as well as be available for any weather-related emergencies.
Must be able to lift 50 pounds or more. General knowledge of maintenance systems, building equipment and small tools
a plus. Must possess a valid driver's license and be insurable under Housing Authority insurance. Selected applicant must
be able to pass a criminal background check (CORI), drug screening and pre-employment physical.

Base wage rate is determined by the current Department of Labor (DOL) wage rates in effect at the time of hire. Additional

compensation is paid for on-call and after hour's service.

Incumbents will be required to obtain a valid Pesticide Certification/License within one year of hire.

The Spencer Housing Authority offers a generous benefits package including health, dental and vision insurance.

Applicants should submit a cover letter and resume to:

Spencer Housing Authority 13 McDonald Street Spencer, MA 01562 Attn: Kimberly Hurlbrink
You may also email cover letter and resumes to Kimberly Hurlbrink: kim.hurlbrink@spencerhousing.org
Resumes will be accepted until 2:00PM on October 13, 2023.

Spencer Housing Authority is an equal Opportunity Employer

SHELTER PE
RECOGNIZEL

Amazing stories start in shelters and
rescues. Adopt today to start yours.

A\

Start A Story. Adopt
theshelterpetproject.org

KEYBOARD CAT 8
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October is BUY NOW,

PAY LATER MONTH
at Renewal by

Andersen. /9%

Why is October one of the best
times to replace your windows?

Because if you call us now, you can get your
more energy-efficient windows installed before
the cold weather is here.

Buy now and
pay later!

00 000000000000000000000000000000000 0

so DOWN

MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

%
INTEREST

FOR 1 YEAR

Why have our customers chosen us
over another window company? } 3 2 5
1. Fibrex® Material - ON EVERY WINDOW"

Andersen researched for over 30 years before
perfecting our exclusive Fibrex® material, and s Av E

it's twice as strong as vinyl.
2. Accountability

ON EVERY ENTRY AND
PATIO DOOR?

There’s no frustrating “middle man” to deal
with. We manage the entire process—
from the consultation and manufacturing °.

., Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from
», the purchase date butis waived if paid in full
. within 12 months.

Our exclusive High-Performance™ Low-E4”
SmartSun™ glass is 49% more energy efficient
in the winter as compared to ordinary
dual-pane glass.’ It's engineered to help
make your home more comfortable in

the colder months.

Call before October 31!

to the installation an

L)
000000 OC TS S000000000000O0COC

__materia
2X STRONGER

N

our FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

RENEWAL MU pessprmmny
by ANDERSEN DISCOUNT Sy BRI 1_800— 2 09 -27 16
FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT m PARTNER OF THE YEAR

Sustained Excellence

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 10/31/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $325 off each window and $700 off each entry/patio door and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you
purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 10/1/2023 and 10/31/2023. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire
purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the
expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national
origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen
location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR"” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. alues are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018
International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. All rights
reserved. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale offers Bible Study, Sunday School and nursery

STURBRIDGE — The
Federated Church of
Sturbridge and Fiskdale
is once again offering
adult bible study class-
es, Sunday School and
Sunday nursery, accord-
ing to Pastor David Cote.

The adult classes are
available in two install-
ments. Both classes are
held in the Rainbow
Room at the Church.
Wednesday evening Bible
Study takes place from

6:30 to 7:45 p.m.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for new disciples
and others who wish to
deepen their understand-
ing of what the Scripture
tells us about how to live,”
says Pastor Cote. “A cur-
riculum and Scripture
are used to guide us
through our discussions
about God, Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit.”

On Thursday mornings

Clean Slate Estate Inc.

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company

ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS

# voucAaN'TDO
IT ALL, WE CAN
HELP YOU

EASY, FAST
ESTATE REMOVAL
-~ — SERVICES

b &

FuIIy Insured and Bonded

"We buy Artwork, Coins, Comics, Gold, Jewelry, Silver,
Vin?tage Toys & Trains, Etc... Highest Prices Paid!"

from 10 to 11:15 a.m., an children to understand Jesus and His
open Bible Discussion teachings through age-appropriate
Group interprets Scripture lessons and activities,* Pastor
Scripture as each individ- Cote says.
ual experiences God in
their own lives. A curric-  The Nursery School is open to infants
ulum is used as a guide through Kindergarten.
for deeper discussion.
Families are invited to attend Sunday

The Church has also morning worship together. After the
once again started to Children’s Message, children are invited
offer Sunday School for to follow a volunteer to Fellowship Hall
children in grades one where the rest of the children’s activi-
through four. ties take place.

“Sunday School helps  “All volunteers and staff are CORI-
certified and very much open to meeting
any parent who wishes for their child

to be involved in the program,” Pastor
Cote said.

Sunday and Nursery School programs
are open from 9:15 to 11 a.m. A parent or
guardian must be present at the Sunday
Church Service.

The Federated Church of Sturbridge
& Fiskdale joyfully celebrates Christ’s
presence and God’s grace in our lives.
Members of the community are wel-
come to join in worship on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. For additional
information, please visit the Church
Web site at sturfed.org or contact the
Church office at (774) 304-1021 or chur-
choffice@sturfed.org.

Cornerstone Bank unveils new ‘Interactive
Teller Machine’

LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE

~ CASUAL WATERFRONT
308 4 DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

Closed

construction
ReOpening November 7th

for

CLOSED MONDAYS

or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
B08LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

Please visit our website |

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Manager.

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank,
a community bank with 10 locations

throughout Central Massachusetts,
just unveiled a new Interactive Teller
Machine (ITM) at its Park Avenue
branch in Worcester.

“This new technology offers our
customers the best of both worlds,”
said Cornerstone Bank CEO Todd
Tallman. “The ITM works the same
as an ATM, but with the added capa-
bility to connect with one of our

T -

Rt. 20, 630 Mcun Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566  508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week ® 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1 @gmail.com ® hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

///1)‘//1/(/?‘(
}///u/(/(?" (,,,,,,

ST[ BRIDGE, MA

interactive customer service repre-
sentatives via live video chat.”

Using their debit cards, customers
can conduct the same transactions at
an ITM as at an ATM, including mak-
ing deposits of cash or checks, per-
forming internal transfers between
accounts, checking balances or with-
drawing money. The ITM has the
added capability of providing cash
in multiple denominations, including
coins.

During regular bank hours, cus-
tomers can choose to engage with
an interactive customer service rep-
resentative (iCSR) by text or video
chat if they have questions, need help
with any of the standard ATM trans-
actions, want to make a loan payment
or wish to transfer funds to a second-
ary customer with an account at the
bank. Because the ITM features an ID
scanner, customers can also connect
with an iCSR to perform transactions
without their debit card. All iCSRs

ez located at the C t Bank
/ J—’ are located at the Cornerstone Ban

Operations Center in Southbridge.
“We want to provide our customers

SEND US YOURNEWS!!

news@

(REGULARLY $599)

(Regularly $549.99)

(Regularly $549.99)

(Regularly $649.99)

(Regularly $449.99)

(Regularly $799.99)

stonebridgepress.niews / Ji3\ el

FULL: $299 |

50” Hisense....
55” Hisense....
65” Hisense....
55" Samsung.....

75” Samsung.....

Built on trust.

NC
Cornerstone
Bank

24-HOUR BANKING

DRIVE UP TELLER /ATM

Courtesy

Pictured left to right: Mark Lussier, VP Retail Sales Manager; Altaf Ahmed, EVP Retail
Banking; Nada Kanaan, VP Senior Market Manager; Erin McGinnis, VP Customer Information
Center Manager; Randall Webber, President; Jason Landis, Corporate Technology Program

with as many secure options as pos-
sible to bank in ways that work best
for them,” said Cornerstone Bank
EVP of Retail Banking, Altaf Ahmed.
“The ITM expands the offerings of a
traditional ATM, is simple to use and
offers greater versatility. It’s a tech-
nology that merges convenience with
personalized customer service.”

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed in
2017, born of a long history of sup-
porting the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive. Serving
Worcester County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence
and community-based banking model
enables a unique ability to deliver
outstanding service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone provides the
highest level of service and exper-
tise for individuals, businesses,
and community organizations with
branch locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to
connect customers with opportuni-
ties, through a broad range of depos-
it and loan products, and services.
Built on Trust is not just a tag line,
but also one of our guiding corpo-
rate values. Whether a business or
personal partnership, Cornerstone
stands on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s person-
al and business banking offerings,
please visit cornerstonebank.com or
call 800-939-9103.

i NtonebridgePress.com

DEHUMIDIFIERS
INSTOCK

([ J
MATTRESS SALE![ :ciir ][ FRIGDARE ]["SAMSUNG || MATAG

DISHWASHER
TWIN: $199 FREEZER WASHER | DICEWACHER
(REGULARLY $299) 324999 sazgss 369999
F U L L $269 WAS $299.99 WAS $599.99 WAS $899.99 WAS §849.99
(REGULARLY s499)

3 FRIGIDAIRE |[AMANA WASHER WHIRLPOOL 10 CU. FT.

SIDE-BY-SIDE OR DRYER IVI!)P&YY'I'EAS FRENCH DOOR CHEST END OF
REFRIGERATOR SNEDAGSSEW #VEDCAGHW BOTTOM FREEZER )| FREEZER SEASON
S1199% | $479 || 5799 || $1699%° | $4799%

WAS $1,599.99 WAS $500.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $2,699 WAS $599.99 B I K E
------------ MAYTAG TOP AMANA GEFRONTLOAD|| ~ Z0CUFT oo oo
! FREEZER GAS RANGE WASHER
------------ EEZER || CASRANGE || WastER,, || reeezer || s (G ALE

............ : $699% | $599% || $799°% || $899°% |SFYYS| . .. rokes:

WAS $899.99 WAS $699.99 WAS $999.99 WAS $1099.99 WAS $999.99

--------------- ' NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EASY FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

............... $749% 140 MAIN STREET
85” Saméung ............ $1099 SPENCER, MA
(Regularly $1599.99) 5 08 X 88 5 . 9 34 3

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10 000

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm ¢ Sun: 12 Noon-7pm FOR 100’S OF DEALS!
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