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Troop 163’s Addie Oxman
attains Eagle Scout rank

STURBRIDGE
— Another Scout in
Troop 163 has obtained
the rank of Eagle Scout.

Addie Oxman is a
founding member of
the troop, soon to be
senior at Tantasqua,
and member of Brook-
field Congregational
Church. She passed her
Eagle Board of Review
on Aug. 5.

Oxman has always
had a desire to help
others, and she started
looking into organiza-
tions that help margin-
alized communities.
The first organization
she reached out to nev-
er responded to her
request to meet and
discuss a possible proj-
ect. The second was set
up and ready to go, but
due to a reorganization
of the organization
the project was put on
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Long unsolved assault
case laid to rest with
suspect’s sentencing

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

HOLLAND —Un-
solved for more than two
decades, a sexual assault
case was closed last week
with the sentencing of a
Maine man.

Jamie Dodge, 49,
of Brownville, Maine,
pleaded guilty on Aug. 6
in Hampden County Su-
perior Court to charges
stemming from a 2000
sexual assault case in
Holland.

Dodge was sentenced
to 12-15 years in state
prison on one count of
aggravated rape, plus
three years of probation
on one count of kidnap-
ping.

“This resolution
brings a long-overdue
measure of justice and
accountability;” said
Hampden County Dis-
trict Attorney Anthony
Gulluni. “For 25 years,
the victim in this case
lived without answers.
Thanks to advances in
forensic technology and
the unwavering determi-
nation of investigators,
we were able to identi-
fy the perpetrator and
hold him responsible. 1
commend the victim for
her strength and cour-
age throughout this pro-
cess.”

On Sunday, July 23,
2000, just before noon,
a sexual assault was re-
ported to the Holland Po-
lice Department.

Massachusetts State

Police troopers assigned
to the Hampden Coun-
ty District Attorney’s
Office immediately re-
sponded to the scene on
Sand Hill Road in Hol-
land. Also responding
were troopers from the
State Police’s Airwing
and Canine Units, who
were actively looking for

a suspect.

The victim, an adult
female, had been walk-
ing on Sand Hill Road
when she was grabbed
from behind, pulled
off the roadway, and
dragged into the near-
by woods. She was then
sexually assaulted by an
unknown white male.

Over the following
months, investigators
heavily searched the
area and interviewed
dozens of people. De-
spite these efforts, a
suspect was never iden-
tified.

In March 2001, foren-
sic testing produced an
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hold indefinitely. Third
time’s a charm, it was
a huge success. A con-
nection was made with
St. Luke Guest House in
Southbridge and was a
good match. St. Luke’s
works with those who
are living on the street or
out of their cars, helping
them to become indepen-
dent and self-sustaining
by providing resources,
helping them find a job,
a permanent home, and
how to save money.

Her project had two
parts. First was to help
build awareness of the
mission and purpose of
St. Luke’s, handing out
brochures and making
presentations. Second
was to collect supplies to
help the Guest House and
its residents. She set up
outside local stores hand-
ing out information, an-
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park,

Pike access

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — At its latest meeting, the fairly
new Economic Development Commission took a stab
at a couple issues that have been floating around town
areally long time - the industrial park and Mass Pike

access.

Peg Dean and Mike Colognesi started it off by
looking at some potentially available parcels for such
development, including several near Big Y and the
AQ, as well as Commercial Drive.

While she observed there's “not much available,”
Dean cited a couple owned by Elias Hanna's Asher Re-
alty. Some off Dudley River Road already have solar
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Local historian explores reglon s numerous Bay Paths

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON —Our
region is littered with
roads, trails and build-
ings called “Bay Path,”
including the vocational
high school in Charlton.

Ashistorian Don Duffy
told a few dozen people
at the library last week,
they don't actually refer
to a single thing. Over
the centuries, the region
has been criscrossed by
numerous “Bay Paths,”
all of them so named
because they connected
to some route leading to
Massachusetts Bay.

The most famous of | -

them wasn't at all a direct
route anywhere, at least
in this region.

“It wasn't a normal,
let's go in the easiest
way we can go path. It in-
volved hills,” he said.

His map depicted how
the path was actually
conceived as a network
of line-of-sight connec-
tions between major hills
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Gus Steeves

Two audience members look over Duffy's map depicting the lines of sight of various hills along the Native Bay Path network.

like Steerage Rock, Coys
Hill and Mashamucket
(now Mugget), with low-
er levels typically run-
ning along rivers (Chi-
copee, Ware, Quinebaug,

Quaboag). People didn't
usually travel the whole
route; they just used it
to get from one village to
the next.

“When you got to the

hill, you didn't climb the
last little bit,” Duffy said.
“They went around the
steepest parts.”

In fact, he said, there
are actually at least

three Bay Paths. The
original path was the
Native American one,
a single-file trail that's

still visible in places as
Tum To BAY PATHS page 7
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SOUTHBRIDGE — The
Southbridge Police Depart-
ment reported the following
arrests from July 28 to Aug.
11.

Rey F Delgado, age 49,
of Webster was arrested on
July 28 for multiple counts
of drug possession with in-
tent to distribute (joint ven-
ture) and in connection with
a warrant.

Anayah Lee Espino, age
21, of Southbridge was ar-

SOUTHBRIDGE PoLICE 1.OG

rested on July 28 in connec-
tion with a warrant.

Donnovin Michael Aviles,
age 20, of Southbridge was
arrested on July 29 in con-
nection with multiple war-
rants.

Maria P. Gutierrez, age
28, of Southbridge was ar-
rested on July 29 in connec-
tion with multiple warrants.

A juvenile, age 17, and
an 18-year-old female from
Southbridge both received

L
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ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that

you would hope it to be?

If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.

Back and Shoulder Problems

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Auto manufacturer
4. The 23rd letter of the
Greek alphabet

7. Two-year-old sheep

10. Member of indigenous
people in Asia

11. Airborne (abbr.)

12. Actress de Armas

13. Not moving

15. Cool!

16. Plants of the arum family

19. Perceptible by touch

21. Rorschach test

23. Monetary units

24, Art

25. Cardinal number

26. Dueling sword

27. Hates

30. Fixed in one place

34.Pie . mode

CLUES DOWN

1. Policemen (French)

2. Toy dog

3. Inflamed colon disease
4. Muscular weaknesses

5. Helps little firms

6. References

7. Takes down

8. Facilitates

9. One-time empress of the

Roman Empire

13. Engine additive

14. Chemistry solution

17. Written account

18. Consumed

20. Coming after all others
22. No (slang)

27. Government lawyers
28. Super Bowl winner Manning
29. Small amount

~E

35. Moved on foot

36. Passenger’s spot on a motorcycle

41. A way through

45. “Rule, Britannia” composer

46. Leader

47. Flowing

50. Common greetings in Arabic
countries

54. Solution for all difficulties

55. Soft clothing fabric
56. Building material
57. Sea bream

59. A way to cause to be swollen
60. One and only

61. Skin color

62. Wreath

63. Nevertheless

64. They

65. Sea eagle

31. A way to save for your future

32. A way to travel behind

33. Midway between northeast
and east

37. Head pain

38. Loud lawn insect

39. Actress Hathaway

40. Boat race

41. About fish

42. Nursemaid in India

43. Marketable

44, Tinier

47. Parts per billion (abbr.)

48. Paddle

49. Oneness

51. Bitter compound

52. Not around

53. Very fast airplane

58. Swiss river
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a summons in lieu of arrest
on July 29 for Assault & Bat-
tery.

A 53-year-old male from
Putnam, Conn. received a
summons in lieu of arrest
on July 30 for Larceny total-
ing more than $1,200.

A 28-year-old male from
Southbridge received a
summons on Aug. 2 for Op-
erating a Motor Vehicle af-
ter suspension of license,
a Number Plate Violation,
and operating an Unregis-
tered Motor Vehicle.

Tamil Jaheem Tate, age
24, of Southbridge was ar-
rested on Aug. 5 for Oper-
ating a Motor Vehicle after
suspension of license.

A 30-year-old female from
Worcester received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest on
Aug. 6 for Operating a Mo-
tor Vehicle after suspension
of license and operating an
Unregistered Motor Vehicle.

Jose M. Rivera, age 43,
of Dudley was arrested on

Aug. 6 in connection with a
warrant.

A 38-year-old female from
Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest on
Aug. 6 for Larceny From a
Person age 65 or older, Lar-
ceny By Embezzlement,
Identity Fraud, Fraudulent
Use of a Forged, Expired,
or Revoked Credit Card,
making a False Statement to
Procure a Credit Card, and
Forgery of a Document.

A juvenile, age 15, was
arrested on Aug. 7 for Open
and Gross Lewdness and
Disorderly Conduct.

Michael Aviles, age 38, of
Southbridge was arrested
on Aug. 8 for Domestic As-
sault and Battery, Malicious
Destruction of Property
valued at $1,200 or less, and
Daytime Felony Breaking &
Entering into a Building.

Chrisvel Izamar Reyes,
age 23, of Southbridge was
arrested on Aug. 9 in con-
nection with a warrant.

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON
$630,000, 34-A Worcester Rd, 32-34 Worcester Rd LLC, to

Abaskhiroun, Essam A.

$625,000, 102 Haggerty Rd, Champoux, James C, and
Champoux, Maureen, to Matias, Alejandro, and Matias,

Nancy.

$457,500, 22 Old Stafford St, Wiggin, Richard, and Wiggin,
Jacqueline A, to Mcewan, Kathleen.
$400,000, 7 Priscilla Ln, Pascucci, Jason, and Pascucci,

Chelsea, to Leveille, Danielle.

$62,000, 92 Turner Rd, Lundquist, Michael, and Raybeck,
Kristin L, to Lundquist, Michael.

HOLLAND
$620,000, 59 Wales Rd, Lucier, Nancy E, and Lucier, Rich-
ard A, to Quinn, Theresa, and Quinn, Harrison.
$475,000, 12 Brandon St, Holguin, Nicole C, and Aharony;,

Dor, to Mccleary, Kevin.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$865,000, 109 Morris St, Byrnes Inv Group LLC, to Saint

Maria & St Bishoy L.

$260,000, 82 Prince Rd, Parenteau, Seth, and Guild Mort-
gage Co LLC, to Mk3 Properties LLC.
$230,000, 65 Charlton St, Xanthakos, Helen, and Xantha-

kos, Stella, to Big Dee LLC.

STURBRIDGE
$895,000, 72 S Shore Dr, Giuggio, Anthony R, and Giuggio,
Kristin L, to Theresa M George RET, and George, Theresa M.
$690,000, 82 Allen Rd, Zandy, Robin, to Pover, Mark.
$650,000, 537 Main St, Cormier, Gregory, to Premier Rental

Prop LLC.

$551,000, 127 Paradise Ln, Gregoire, Pamela A, to Lowe,

Kylie, and Thom, Bradley.

$550,000, 340 The Trail, Ford, Sadie R, to Molloy, Michael.

$545,000, 6 Vinton Rd, Andrade, Jose M, and Bocciarelli,
Catherine T, to Plourd, Michael, and Plourd, Samantha.

$450,000, 32 Sturbridge Hills Rd #32, Pover, Mark B, to

Zandy, Robin.

$405,000, 10 Vinton Rd, Plourd, Michael, and Plourd, Sa-
mantha, to Tomlinson, Brian, and Houston, Molly.
$355,000, 59 BROOKFIELD RD, KOPACZ, RACHEL, TO

ARCOUETTE, JARED J.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OIld Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters sSewing Machines
« Tools « Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps o Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting e Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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A 32-year-old male from Southbridge
received a summons in lieu of arrest
on Aug. 9 for Vandalization of Property.

Derek Matthew Patricks, age 42, and
Julie Ann Daigneault, age 32, both of
Southbridge, were arrested on Aug. 10
in connection with warrants.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10 CLOSE

SouTHBRIDGE TowN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8am.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays

............................. 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays......ccccoveevevennnnee 7:30 am. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....ccccovveveenienreeinienniensseennens Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLS

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6838

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 - 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 - 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
e Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
» Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
Wwww.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
» Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
» Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
» Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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The Bluegrass Prayers shake it up at Bethlehem Lutheran Church

STURBRIDGE —
Come set your rule and
reign, in our hearts
again... the tight blue-
grass harmonies of the
opening hymn, backed
by acoustic guitar riffs
and driven by the upright
bass, filter throughout
the congregation. Those
at the Sunday morning
service at Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church in Stur-
bridge involuntarily sing
along and clap to the beat
of the music. They can’t
help it. It is contagious.

Even a few of the more

traditional, laid-back
Lutherans in attendance
often let out an “Amen!”

“Music is essential to
worship,” says Dan Pur-
tell, pastor of this small
community church. “It’s

one of the many ways
God’s given gifts are
shared.”

And this Sunday, it is
The Bluegrass Prayers
who are sharing their
gifts. This gospel band is
made up of congregants
and long-time musicians
Mike Wimberly on gui-
tar, mandolin, and vo-
cals; Beth Wimberly on
guitar and vocals, and
Victor Matheson on up-
right bass and vocals.

Wimberly, the front-
man for The Bluegrass

Master Masons gatlmf for Family Fun Day

HUDSON —On Sun-
day, Aug. 10, Master Ma-
sons, their family and
friends converged to the
grounds of the Ameri-
can Heritage Museum,
located in Hudson, for
the Masonic Family Fun
Day.

The main field at the
museum was full of pop-
up tents, that represent-
ed all the Masonic Dis-
tricts in the state. There
were all kinds of foods
and games for children
and adults. Children
were lining up at the 24th
Masonic District’s pop-
up tent, that was selling
cotton candy and snow
cones. Master Masons,
as far as western Mas-
sachusetts, traveled the
long distance to attend
this event. What a way
to meet other Brethren
and their family from
other lodges throughout

the state. The fellowship
and comradery were fun
for all.

The best part of this
family fun day was at
the American Heritage
Museum exhibits. Rep-
resenting Americas con-
flicts from the American

Revolutionary War to
today The amount of
military equipment on
display was amazing,
there were tanks of dif-
ferent wars, from dif-
ferent countries, to can-

nons, artillery, trucks,
war plans of all kinds
and much, much more.

Craft supply material dropoft at
Charlton Public Library

SOUTHBRIDGE —In
anticipation of our Craft
Supply Swap on Satur-
day, Sept. 6, the Charlton
Public Library will be
accepting donations of
supplies from Aug. 25-
Sept. 5.

Supplies that will be
accepted are arts and
crafts materials only
(fabrics, yarn, paper, pat-
terns, tools, beads, etc.)
These items must be able

to be reused (new or gen-
tly used, not expired).
When in doubt, use the
best friend rule — would
I give this to my best
friend?

We cannot accept
opened liquids such as
paints, chemicals and
glue. We will not be ac-
cepting office supply
donations (binders, file
organizers, etc.).

Everyone is invited to

come back to the Library
from 10 am.2 p.m. on
Saturday, Sept. 6 for the
Craft Swap to take what-
ever you need for free,
regardless of whether
you donated items. Re-
maining supplies will
be used by the library
for programs, donated to
charity, or recycled.

Charlton Public Li-
brary is located at 40
Main St.

Courtesy

(Left) Children all excited
and waiting to get cotton
candy and snow cones at the
24th Masonic District pop-up
tent. Backgrounds all lined
up, side by side are pop-up
tents from other Masonic
Districts, from throughout
the state participating in
this Masonic Family fun Day
event.

It brought you back in
time with all the war
battles on display and
the stories from decades
past. Some of these ex-
hibits brought tears to
your eyes, with what our
soldiers endured. If you
would like more infor-
mation about Freema-
sonry, go to www.mass-
freemasonary.org to find
a lodge nearest you.

Prayers, expands on
Pastor Dan’s statement,
noting that “The funda-
mental role of music in
the church is that it ele-
vates us to a higher level
of spirituality.”

He further describes
the communal experi-
ence of singing togeth-
er and connecting with
each other. Music is an-
other form of prayer.

According to recent
polls from the Pew Re-
search Center and from
Gallop, general church
attendance in the U.S.
has been in decline over
the past several decades.
While some denomina-
tions are seeing growth,
most are not. According
to Pastor Dan, Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church,
which had also experi-
enced a decline in active
memberships, has been
seeing an uptick in Sun-
day morning attendance.
One way that Bethlehem
is reaching out to deliv-
er the message of God’s
love and to bring more
people into this church
community is through
the music.

“Let's face it,” Wim-
berly says, “old hymns
don't always connect
with younger or ‘un-
churched’ folks. But
throw a couple of guitars
and mandolins at them,
Johnny Cash or Ralph
Stanley, and it becomes
more relatable...It makes

the service accessible.”

“Sometimes,” he con-
tinues, “you just need to
shake things up.”

And that is what The
Bluegrass Prayers do
— rearrange tradition-
al hymns and perform
them in bluegrass style,
then mix in a healthy
dose of old-time gospel
tunes reminiscent of a
Georgia tent revival
meeting. Between the
music, the rest of the ser-
vice is standard Luther-
an liturgy: prayers, ser-
mon, and communion.

The closing hymn,
soulful and uplifting, has
everyone remaining in
the pews until the very
last word is sung and
chord strummed.

“This service is never
really finished,” congre-
gant Cindy Hollins says
with a wide smile. “This
bluegrass service helps
keep my spiritual con-
nection throughout the
week.”

The next monthly
Bluegrass Service will
be on Sunday, Aug. 24 at
9 a.m. Traditional ser-
vices are on the remain-
ing Sundays. All are wel-
come.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church is located at 345
Main St., Sturbridge. For
more information, check
out their website (beth-
lehemsturbridge.org) or
call (508) 347-7297.
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GIFT
CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 8/31/25

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

All You Can Eat $22.95  (plustax & gratuity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

10am-1pm

Gift
Cards

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 8/15 & SATURDAY 8/16

STEAMERS or
SEAFOOD CHOWDER

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Elvin is a unique and thoughtful

child. He is naturally shy and pre-
fers to avoid confrontation, find-
ing comfort in calm and familiar
environments. Although he loves
sports, Elvin chooses not to join
sports teams, enjoying physical
activity in his own way. He has a
special love for toys, especially
locks and keys, and always car-
ries a heavy set of them with him.
Along with his locks and keys, Elvin
also treasures a set of walkie-talk-
ies that he enjoys using. When he
grows up, Elvin hopes to become
a custodian, inspired by the cus-
todian at his school. Elvin attends
an after-school program where he
takes Taekwondo classes, an activ-
ity he truly enjoys and looks forward
to. His quiet strength, unique interests, and dedication make him a
remarkable child with a lot to offer.

sCapstone

Planmn Group

WEALTHCARE | RET\REMENT | INcoMmE

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Elvin

Age 13
Registration #9084

WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22664085795

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can
help children and teens in foster care.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 < Leicester, MA

—
ViIsA

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
Fully Insured o gy DA aps
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Striving for
a world
free from
stereotypes

In a world where information is at
our fingertips and connections span
continents, it is baffling to us that
stereotyping still prevails. We pride
ourselves on progress, yet we allow
preconceived notions to shackle our
understanding of each other. It’s
high time we collectively recognize
the damage of assumptions and vow
to liberate ourselves from the con-
fines of stereotypes.

Stereotyping is the enemy of em-
pathy, born from our innate need
to categorize and simplify complex
realities. It’s natural for the mind
to seek shortcuts, but these short-
cuts often lead us astray, blinding us
to the richness of human diversity.
When we assume we know someone
based on their appearance, back-
ground, or a single characteristic,
we deny them the depth of their in-
dividuality and inadvertently per-
petuate ignorance.

Let’s face it, we’ve all been vic-
tims of stereotypes. Whether it’s
being judged by our nationality,
gender, appearance, or hobbies, we
know the frustration of not being
seen for who we truly are. So, why do
we continue this harmful practice?
Fear, laziness, or perhaps a lack of
awareness? Regardless of the rea-
sons, it’s time to shatter this cycle.

Consider the story of the intro-
verted librarian who’s also a salsa
dancing champion, or the tattooed
artist who spends weekends vol-
unteering at a shelter or going to
classical music concerts. These are
glimpses into the lives that stereo-
types fail to capture. It’s not enough
to say, “Don’t judge a book by its cov-
er.” We must actively seek to turn
the pages, engaging with the stories
beneath the surface.

The path to change begins with
acknowledging our biases. Recog-
nizing that we all hold them allows
us to confront them head-on. Educa-
tion is a formidable weapon against
stereotypes. By learning about dif-
ferent cultures, histories, and expe-
riences, we open the door to a more
inclusive perspective. It’s a journey
toward realizing that our world is a
mosaic of vibrant, individual lives,
each with its own colors and tex-
tures.

But this change isn’t just about
self-improvement; it’s a societal
shift. By resisting stereotypes, we
create an environment where empa-
thy flourishes. We extend the hand
of understanding to those who’ve
been marginalized and silenced. We
pave the way for collaboration that’s
based on shared goals rather than
preconceived judgments.

It’s time to rewrite the script of
our interactions. Let’s ask questions
and listen attentively. Let’s engage
in conversations that bridge gaps
and build bridges. Let’s be curious
about the people we encounter, seek-
ing to understand their unique per-
spectives.

As we strive for a world free of
assumptions and stereotypes, let’s
remember that change is gradu- al.
But every step taken is a step clos-
er to a society where each person is
seen, heard, and valued for who they
truly are. Let’s be the generation
that breaks the chains of stereotype,
forging connections that are genu-
ine, lasting, and transformative.
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PALMER — If you're seeking the Li-
brary Loft in Palmer, it looks like what
it once was — an elementary school at
1085 Park St.

Inside, the classrooms still have
their old numbers and if you need a
bathroom, the staff takes you to the
principal's office.

But these days, far more than learn-
ing goes on in those classrooms. Among
other things, Schoolhouse Commons
hosts a craft store, a clothing alteration
shop, a frame and print shop as well as
the Library Loft.

As the store's name suggests, it's an
outgrowth of the Palmer Library, spe-
cifically started by the Friends of the
Library 26 years ago to raise funds for
library events. It's the first door on the
left as you climb the fairly steep stairs
to the main floor, a small, well-lit maze
of thousands of titles including tons
of children’s books and some that are
quite old.

They're all donated, and some have
come from hundreds of miles away.

“We have a man who comes down
from Vermont,” and another from New
York, “because they don't have any-
thing like this where they live,” said
volunteer Barbara Lynn Marriott. Of-
ten, she noted, “people buy books, read
them, then bring them back [as dona-
tions] and we resell them.”

Marriott's been helping out here
more than 12 years, after coming in as
a customer “all the time.” She said the

Library Loft offers “a smile and a book”

Gus Steeves

Barbara Lynn Marriott gets a little sun from
the Library Loft window

woman working there then was sick
and considering closing it, so she urged
her not to and stepped in to help. (The
Loft is managed by Friends' President
Eleanor Szlachetka, but she wasn't
there when I visited.)

One of Marriott's favorite events is
seeing kids bring in boxes of books to
donate.

“They're so proud. They feel they
can part with these books they don't
even want me to take them out of the
box. They want to do it,” she recalled.

On the other end of the spectrum,
she recalled having a little girl come up
25 cents short, so she gave her the book

Tum To LIBRARY page 6

Don’t pray like a beggar!

Stop praying like you're you start tuning into the
begging for scraps. version of reality where
That's why your plans POSITIVELY it's already yours.
fall apart. That's why the You're not here to plead
world ignores your voice. SPE AKING for crumbs—you're here
You kneel, you whisper, to speak as if the feast is
you plead—but all it shows already set before you.
is alack of faith. TOBY The master put it plain:
You weren't made to MOORE "If anyone says to this
beg. You were made to mountain, 'Go, throw

command.

Don't get me wrong—
prayer is a form of faith. But if you
pray like someone who doesn't be-
lieve... if you doubt, if you're just hop-
ing for a miracle you secretly think will
never come... if you're waiting, crying,
complaining—then it's not faith at all.
It's a broadcast of fear and lack.

Neuroscience tells us your brain
listens to the story you repeat. It takes
your words as marching orders. Pray
like a beggar, and your brain wires it-
self to expect scraps. Pray like a com-
mander, and you activate the networks
in your mind that seek solutions, recog-
nize opportunities, and pull you toward
what you claim.

Scientists found that just watching
tiny particles changed how they be-
haved. Prayer works the same way—
what you focus on with expectation
shapes what shows up.

Life works the same way. If you ex-
pect little, you'll get little. If you expect
abundance with unwavering certainty;

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

yourself into the sea, and
does not doubt in their
heart but believes that what they say
will happen, it will be done for them."
That's authority! It's knowing reality
bends to conviction.

He also said, "According to your
faith, let it be done to you." In other
words, you don't get what you want;
you get what you expect.

And "Whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it
will be yours." That's the mental blue-
print—see it done before it's done.

Begging mode doesn't just feel
weak—it makes you weak. Neurosci-
ence calls it a low-agency mindset.
When you approach your goals from
desperation, your brain flips into sur-
vival mode. You become less capable
of spotting opportunities or making
bold moves. You're programming your
reality to deliver the same disappoint-
ments, over and over.

Flip the lens, and everything chang-
es. When you speak and act with cer-
tainty, your nervous system recali-
brates. Dopamine and serotonin rise,
your motivation climbs, and your
tolerance for risk increases. You start
scanning for proof that what you've
declared is already unfolding. It's not
magic—it's chemistry.

Faith in command mode looks dif-
ferent. It's not passive, waiting on the
sidelines for something to change. It
steps onto the court and plays to win.
It's the voice that says, "This will hap-
pen," instead of "I hope this happens."
It's moving your feet before you see the
finish line, because you know it's there.

Every great spiritual teacher,
every revolutionary leader, every
game-changer in business, art, or sci-
ence—whether they spoke in the lan-
guage of God, the universe, or the hu-
man spirit—operated with that same
unshakable conviction.

Before David killed the giant, he de-
Tun To PRAY page 8

Let a financial
advisor belp

plan for life’s

curveballs

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

Think estate planning is only for the
wealthy or elderly? Think again. If you own
anything — a home, a car, a savings account,
even a pet — you already have an estate plan.
The only question is: Did you create it, or will
your state do it for you?

When someone passes away without an
estate plan, state laws take over, deciding who
gets what and when. This legal process may
not reflect your wishes. That’s why taking con-
trol of your assets through a personal estate
plan should be a top priority:.

At its core, estate planning is about clarify-
ing your wishes and making things easier for
your heirs. It ensures your assets are distrib-
uted according to your preferences, designates
who will make decisions on your behalf if you
can’t and provides guidance for your care in
a medical crisis. Most plans include four key
components:

1. A Will- This document outlines how
your assets should be distributed after your
death and names an executor to oversee the
process in probate court. It can also designate
guardians for minor children. Keep in mind
that a will doesn’t cover everything — certain
transfer on death (TOD) accounts and jointly
held property may bypass your will entirely.

2. Power of Attorney - If you become in-
capacitated, you’ll want someone you trust
to be able to make decisions on your behalf. A
durable power of attorney designates such a
person, helping to ensure your bills are paid,
your business continues (if you have one) and
your wishes are honored.

3. Health Care Directive- Sometimes
called a living will, this document spells out
your preferences for medical treatment if
you're unable to speak for yourself. It can also
designate someone to make health care deci-
sions for you.

4. Beneficiary Designations— Accounts
like 401(k)s, IRAs, and life insurance policies
transfer directly to the people you name, re-
gardless of what your will says. It’s essential
to review these beneficiary designations reg-
ularly, especially after significant life events
such as marriage, divorce, death of a spouse
or the birth of a child.

One common myth is that a will is all you
need. But wills only take effect after death;
they don’t help if you’re alive but unable to
make decisions. Another misconception is
that estate planning is only for the wealthy. In
truth, planning is about more than money —
it’s about making things easier for the people
you love during difficult times.

An effective estate plan can prevent costly
legal battles, reduce confusion and give your
loved ones a clear roadmap to follow. It also
allows you to leave a legacy that reflects your
values and priorities.

As your life changes, your estate plan
should change along with it. Review your
documents every few years or after major life
events. It’s often a good idea to seek help with
such reviews. Your financial advisor or attor-
ney can guide you through the process, ensur-
ing your plan fits your unique circumstances.

In the end, estate planning isn’t just about
planning for what happens when you are gone.
It’s about feeling confident, knowing that what
matters most — your family, your purpose,
your legacy — is protected.

This article was written by Edward Jones
Jor use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor: Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your lo-
cal Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 506-
347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES
& ESTATES

WAYNE TUISKULA

We've reached num-
ber 1 on the top 10 list of
antiques and collectibles
that regularly sell well for
us. As a refresher, here's
the rest of the top 10 list
that we've covered in pre-
vious columns.

10. Transportation
memorabilia

9. Old Chinese an-
tiques

8. Vintage and antique
posters and advertising
signs

7. Vintage and antique
cars

6. Historical memora-
bilia

5. Comic books

4. Baseball cards and
sports memorabilia

3. Gold and Silver Coins
and Sterling Silver

2. Estate jewelry, gold,
and diamonds, gold
watches

And finally, art is num-
ber 1 on my top 10 list. Art
encompasses a wide va-
riety of styles and medi-
ums. There are paintings,
metal sculptures, stone
sculptures, pottery, folk

art in wood and metal,
and many other forms.
Art of course has a long
and varied history rang-
ing from cave drawings
dating back to around
40,000 years ago to a 2019
piece of conceptual art
featuring a banana taped
to a wall.

Unlike most an-
tiques, older isn’t always
better when it comes to
art. A 2019 Art News-
paper article reported
declining sales in Old
Masters paintings while
contemporary art was see-
ing an increase in value.

In general, we have
seen strong values for
many works by listed art-
istsoverthe pastyear. A J.
L. (French sculptor Jean
Leone) Gerome, "Gold
leaf on Bronze Statue of
Woman - Green Alabas-
ter base” sold for $6,300
last year. An Italian born

MELINDA
MYERS

As temperatures
rise, some annuals slow
down or stop flowering
due to heat stall. They
will recover as tem-
peratures cool but may
leave your gardens or
containers looking less
colorful.

Take some time now
to evaluate annual flow-
ers that are thriving in

Art

artist Arnoldo Pomodoro
"Gold Patinated Bronze
Sculpture" brought
$7,800. Bessie Potter Von-
noh was born in S. Louis,
MO, and worked in New
York. Her "In Arcadia"
bronze statue brought

$11,400 last year.
Paintings also brought
good auction results

last year. An untitled oil
on canvas landscape by
Charles Gruppe went for
$2,100. Gruppe was born
in Canada but painted
in Rockport, Massachu-
setts, a hotbed of artists.
The Rockport Artist As-
sociation was formed
in 1921, and the town is

home to the Rockport
Art Museum. An abstract
oil on canvas painting
by French born artist
Jacques Doucet titled
"La Promenade de Kaf
ka" fetched $5,400 last
year. A Julian Onder-
donk, a Texas Impres-
sionist painter known for
painting bluebonnet flow-
ers, "A Glowy Sky" signed
oil on board painting sold
for $9,600 last year.

A Boston estate mod-
ern art collection featur-
ing many paintings by
United Kingdom artists
was part of our Janu-
ary 2024 auction. A 1967
Craigie Aitchinson fish
still life oil on canvas
brought $16,800. Barbara
Hepworth’s "Rhythmic
Form" Abstract oil and
ink on board sold for
$37,200. The two most
valuable paintings were
by United Kingdom artist

William Scott. Scott was
a Senior Lecturer at the
Bath Academy of Art in
Bath, England, from 1946
to 1956. During a trip to
New York, he met Jack-
son Pollock, Elaine de
Kooning, Mark Rothko,
and Franz Kline. Their
influence changed his
painting method com-
pletely and he became
an abstract impression-
ist like them. A William
Scott "Grey Theme I"
oil on canvas painting
reached $105,000. William
Scott’s "Nine Pears on a
White Plate," c. 1956 oil on
canvas fetched $141,000.
Maurizio Cattelan’s
“Comedian,” the artwork
of a banana duct taped
to a wall that I alluded to
earlier, sold for $6.2 mil-
lion last year. The piece
includes instructions
on replacing the banana
when it goes bad, al-

Annual flowers that take the heat

your garden and those
that may need to be left
off the plant list for
next year’s garden.

Start looking for
more heat-tolerant
plants and cultivars

to use in the future. A
visit to your local bo-
tanic garden and view-
ing gardens in your
neighborhood can help
provide insight and in-
spirations for plants
suited to your summer
weather.

Zinnias are known
for their heat and

drought tolerance.
These long-blooming
annuals come in a va-
riety of colors and
heights. Wheat, plume,
and crested celosia
not only add color, but
also interesting flower
shapes to gardens and
arrangements.

Angelonias,
known as summer
snapdragons, are up-
right plants that make
great vertical accents
and add season-long
color to containers
and gardens. Granvia

also

strawflowers are taller,
more vigorous plants
with larger flowers
than older strawflow-
er varieties. Enjoy
them in the garden
and for months after
in arrangements, dried
wreaths, and other dec-
orations.

Annual vin-
ca, Catharanthus, with
its shiny leaves and
long-lasting  flowers,
thrives in hot, dry
weather. The dainty
flowers of the Soiree®
Kawaii series and the

ommunity
Connection

though some have chosen
to eat the banana before
it rots.

Our online auction of
the Harlansburg Trans-
portation Museum in
Pennsylvania starts this
week. We continue to
work on the Laurel and
Hardy memorabilia auc-
tion and Civil War mem-
orabilia auction. We are
accepting quality con-
signments for other up-
coming auctions. Please
visit our website https://
centralmassauctions.
com for links to upcom-
ing events.

Contact us to consign
items or for auction in-
formation at: Wayne
Tuiskula  Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions and
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

Melinda Myers

Heat-tolerant Sun Parasol®
Giant Peach Sunrise
Mandevilla and Blue Tiara™
Supertunia®.

fringed, ruffled flower
petals of the Soiree®
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‘Couvmico JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947,

Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

ryzee

For
Advertising
Information

Call

Edward Jones

Member SIPC

Retirement happens whether you're ready
or not. Ready is better.

Let's review your strategy.

774-200-7308
email:

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Jewelry appraisals!
We huy gold!

‘Gandle ‘Go.

mikaela@

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE! 559 Main Street stonebridae
www.Cormiers.com Fiskdale, Unit LL g dwardi
Call or Text (508)764-7415 https://bryzeecandleco.com |  I€SS.NeWS MKT-58940- AECSPAD edwardjones.com

ariton Qil_ rse HumberCoSjincs
" 508-248-9797 PrOpane |/~ Building Materials & Supplies b
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MEEPRA. Tanks Filled

Lumber e Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

(5 Re— $5.70 300-500 ... $255 o 80% i :

50-T5 v $340 500 PLUS .o $240 | [ Sawmill Products

75-150.c0vvee $3.05 Duel Fuel...uveee $375 _ Driver Rough Sawn ® Dimension Lumber !
150-300.........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion Boards * Timbers ® Industrial Lumber

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

el\londay price 8/11/25 was s2.99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com
3 -8

“Call Us First!” ,

*prices subject to change i

SR

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Med
o

==y ——st—————

\ \

Got Space?

WJolljFreede800-764-3231 407 bl by kIrevd]

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY!

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\forin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs

MASTER (©) JEWELERS™ EAE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116  Fax: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

we do.
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“It's not a dumpster, it's a big mousetrap”
Collier, Parks explore lives aml myths of bunting birds

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON —You
wouldn't think cars would
be amajor issue for flying
beings. But they are.

“That bird didn't have
a death wish, it saw some-
thing moving,” Julie Col-
lier said. “That triggered
the instinct to go get it.
There's no instinct to look
both ways.”

One of the most com-
mon ways raptors find
their way to Wingmas-
ters, the bird rehab Col-
lier and her partner Jim
Parks run in Leverett, is
by diving for such prey
and not seeing the on-
coming car that hits them
en route. They've taken
many such birds to Tufts
Animal Clinic in Grafton,
but not all survived.

“When things go
right,” they get to release
the birds back into the
wild; that can take years.
Some, however, are never
releasable, and Wingmas-
ters has a permit to keep
them at Rattlesnake Gut-
ter Land Trust and use
some of them for educa-
tional events.

Last Thursday, they
brought several of those
birds — mostly owls, but
also one peregrine fal-
con - to Charlton Library
to talk about what they
do, the lives of such rap-
tors, how they hunt, some
myths, and other details
of the species they work
with.

“If you're looking for
gratitude in this world,
do not raise a teenager
and don't rehab birds of
prey,” Collier noted, de-
scribing one they'd cared
for as being “six ounces
and all of them nasty”
even after three years in
their care.

In their experience,
the peregrine is “the
wisest bird here today,”
Parks said, while Collier
added the smartest one
they've rehabbed was
a golden eagle and the
second was a red-tailed
hawk, far brighter than
their owls. On a scale of
1-10, they rate eagles as
10, the hawk as 9.75, and
owls as 1-4 depending on
species. Parks later cited
the barn owl as a 4, while
Collier noted some other
types are just 1 or even
0.5.

The peregrines are
“the opposite of owls”
in variosu respects, she
said. Peregrines hunt
by day using speed and
sight — diving at 200 mph

A/C SALE! MATTRESS SALE!
§

43” Smart V...

Gus Steeves

Julie Collier with their rehabbed peregrine falcon.

it's “nature's jet,” so
that even when the prey
hears them, they don't
have time to react. They
migrate south for winter
and can't deal with cold.
Owls, by contrast, are
cold-adapted, slow, silent
night hunters by sound
who stay year round
(snowy owls are from the
Arctic and find this area
usually too warm). Col-
lier flicked and waved
feathers of both; the for-
mer were clearly audi-
ble, the latter, not at all.
Most owls hunt ro-
dents (peregrines mostly
hunt birds in flight), and
have somewhat adapted
to human settings. The
owls have fluffy, fur-like
feathers evolved to insu-
late, with most of them

having feathered feet
and camouflage. Pere-
grines have thin, bare
taloned feet which they
can use as fists to knock
prey birds out of the sky
or grab them in flight.
An owl's bark-looking
camouflage is often so
good people can walk
right by one and not see
it watching them from
a tree's hollow. Collier
said to “let the bird re-
veal itself. Owls are very,
very good at sitting still,
which falcons are hope-
less at.”

Peregrines have be-
come an urban species;
Parks noted there's anest
of them atop Worcester's
Travelers Insurance
building that has driven
away most of the other

Gus Steeves

Jim Parks with one of their barred owls.

bird species that used
to be there. Years ago,
there were just 39 nest-
ing pairs of peregrines
in the US, and they were
endangered due to DDT
use. (Today's parallel is
rodenticides; they urged
people not to use them
at all. “You'll never wipe
out the rodent popu-
lation. You'll just cre-
ate havoc for beautiful
birds,” Parks said.) Now
there's at least 50 pairs
in Massachusetts alone,
with recovery thanks to
captive breeding.

The owl species they
brought faced similar re-
covery paths except for
the barn owl, which is
still endangered. It's also
the least camouflaged of
their sample species and

would normally migrate
but has taken advan-
tage of human places
for warmth in winter.
Barred owls, by contrast,
have recovered along-
side the beavers, since
they favor wetlands.

All birds of prey
share four traits, Parks
said — binocular vision,
flying ability, talons and
curved beaks. Many
also love our trash since
they can't smell it but it
attracts lots of prey; as
Parks put it, “Ask the
owl or hawk, it's not
a dumpster, it's a big
mousetrap.” Often, they
hunt the same things at
different times; he noted
“where you see a hawk
by day, you've got an owl,
t0o.”

When it comes to
myths, both had several
they sought to debunk.
Some were inaccurate
names; Collier noted
screech owls do not
screech, they call with
a “melodic trill.” (The
screeches we hear are
usually foxes or fishers.)
Likewise great horned
owls aren't horned;
those tufts are for insu-
lation and silent hunt-
ing. (They are “the most
aggressive hunting bird
of anything that lives
in the northeast” and fa-
vor “things marked with
white.” Females will at-
tack people who come
too close to nests, aiming
for their faces — not out
of viciousness, but to
protect their young.)

Owls also aren't
“wise,” and can't turn
their head 360 degrees
— just 180. Also, she
said she “wished more
Americans understood”
that waving hello to an-
imals is seen by them
as a threat. The birds
don't see the spectrum
of shades we can; mostly,
they just see the bright
colors (red, yellow, or-
ange, black and white)
with others being shades
of grey to them. But they
can also “see by the light
of moon and stars in a
way you and I can't.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Courtesy

BARTLETT
HIGH
CLASS OF
1995 CEL-
EBRATES
30-YEAR-
REUNION

The Bartlett High School
Class of 1995 from Webster
will be holding their 30th
high school reunion on
Saturday, Sept. 13 at
Tree House Brewing, 129
Sturbridge Rd., Charlton.
There will be a designated
area for the members of
the class to gather and
celebrate starting at 2 p.m.
Outside food and non-alco-
holic beverages are allowed
to be brought to the brew-
ery. For more information
contact Erin at (508) 341-
5347 or elanderson1228@
gmail.com.
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continued from page 4

“There was no way I was going to
deny it to her for 25 cents. Her face lit
up, and she went out to tell others about
it,” Marriott said. “Those are the things
that make me want to be here.”

So do the fairly frequent times when
she's turned into counselor and friend
to people who simply need someone to
talk to — one, she noted, “just wanted
human contact.” She notes she's often
gotten into conversations with people
and ended up closing the place, but
continuing to talk. (Store owners in
the place tend to check on each other's
safety, since some are still working past
closing hours.)
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Marriott notes the store often gets
WASHER & DRYER

visitors who went to school here years
ago. She also often gets book recom-
mendations from patrons, and some-
times ends up selling donations “right

of this desk before they get shelved.”
Lbrary Friends' groups frequently
have at least for-sale bookshelves or
nooks, but not too many have their own
full-fledged stores like this one. Among
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BAY PATHS

continued from page 1

a narrow “scoop” or lin-
ear depression caused
by many thousands of
feet over many centu-
ries. When Europeans
came, they often laid
out property lines with
reference to that path
“as skinny as it was,
everybody knew where
it was,” Duffy said — and
put stone walls on either
side of it. Over the years,
those colonists found
the original path didn't
suit their animals and
wheeled vehicles, so they
shifted it off the hills.
Some of those stretches
have since become major
roads and highways like
Route 20; others are still
cart paths in the woods.
Beyond our region,

Gus Steeves

Don Duffy

Duffy said “the Indian
paths didn't stop. They
just kept going” west
into the Berkshires and
north and south along
the Connecticut.

He noted some parts
of the network aligned
with key astronomical
points, but didn't know
a lot about that aspect
of it. In some areas, the

path passes through
large collections of Na-
tive cairns, dozens or
hundreds in parallel
lines, but there are also
several smaller groups
and single cairns all over
the woods. They come
in various types, but he
said the most common
is “a monster rock and
above it a bunch of small
stones.” Also common
are what he called “gates
to the wunderworld,”
where Natives stuck
smaller rocks and oth-
er gifts to the gods into
crevices in boulders.

In some places, they
formed effigies of ani-
mals. He cited two spe-
cifically — a turtle in
Brimfield and a snake
in Monson, but noted
“it wasn't a great thing.

If T didn't tell you, you
wouldn't know what this
thing was.”

Other presenters
have noted you can tell
Native structures from
colonial-era ones by the
size of the lichens on the
rocks; lichens grow at a
very slow but steady rate
for centuries.

Duffy said a lot of the
work of identifying the
Native Bay Path and re-
lated structures was re-
corded by Levi Chase in
1919; his book “The Bay
Path and Along the Way”
is available free online at
the Library of Congress
website.

“It's nice he did this
because otherwise we
wouldn't know where
things were,” Duffy said.

One audience mem-

ber speculated the cairns
were rocks the Natives
removed from their farm
fields, like the colonists
later did. But Duffy not-
ed many of them are in
areas the Natives didn't
farm; they preferred
gravelly, south-facing
hillside locations and
riverside flatlands; they
didn't have plows or
domestic animals who
could break through clay
and other denser soils.
For years, we thought
Native agriculture dated
to about 300 CE in this
area, but recent DNA
work has pushed that
back to about 600 BCE,
he added.

Mary Santos said she
lives in a house along
the old Bay Path, the
old Daniel Harrington

property. She cited a doc-
ument saying the Har-
rington Road/Pumpkin
Lane was laid out in 1783
“on the ancient way,”
but the original home
was gone by 1830. Some
parts of the Native path
are still walkable in that
area, she noted.

Another man said
the same about stretch-
es running through
Oxford's Clara Bar-
ton Camp. He noted it
crossed the French River
where Quaboag Avenue
now is. (Duffy noted one
Native name in this area
was the Quaboag Path.)

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

DODGE

continued from page 1

unknown male DNA pro-
file based on evidence

collected in connection
with the investigation.

SCOUTS

continued from page 1

swering questions about St. Luke’s and
collecting supplies for them.

When Oxman joined the troop, she
was observant, hesitant to step up,
hung more in the background but par-
ticipated in everything that the troop
did, according to former Scoutmaster
Chrissy Chamberland. The leadership
roles she took on were Troop Guide, In-
structor, and most recently Bugler.

“Some may think being a patrol lead-
er is the only way you can show how
well you lead in a troop. I disagree. In
my experience, there are many ways to
lead without having the title ‘leader,””
she says.

Oxman could be found encourag-
ing others to participate, helping them
with a task or difficult skill, making
others feel welcome within the troop,
helping before being asked, and step-
ping up and filling in as ‘leader’ if the
situation arises.

“Addie had a barbie, Narcissa,
which started as an emotional support
tool. It became something so much big-
ger, it became a way for others to feel
comfortable instead of embarrassed
when they brough a stuffed animal, or
special toy, to a meeting or on a trip,
she showed them it was ok to be ner-
vous and have something to help calm
them down. She led but in her own
way, and that’s how it should be,” for-
mer Scoutmaster Chrissy Chamber-
land concluded.

From the start, Oxman grew to love
summer camp. Every summer she
would go for the week with the troop,
then attended at least one if not two ad-
ditional weeks as a provisional Scout.
She even went cross country to Wash-
ington State, for a week of summer
camp, having to travel by boat to reach
the camp located just off the coast. She
recently returned from a troop trip to
Sea Base, one of Scouting’s high ad-
venture bases. She spent a week on
an island in the Florida Keys learning
about the surroundings, eco system,
native plants and animals, went snor-
keling, fishing, and had a lot of fun.

“I was pushed to do things I never
thought I could; swimming a mile, ice
climbing, shark fishing, indoor skydiv-

LIBRARY

continued from page 8
those that do exist are Worcester's Food

for Thought, the Friends Book Shop in
Easton, and others.

The American Library Associa-
tion's site (https://www.ala.org/unit-
ed/friends/ideasharing/bookstores)
offers two guides on how to start such
stores, one from Stamford, Conn., and
the other from Houston. The Stam-
ford one (Ferguson Public Library) in-
cludes job descriptions, pricing guides,
overview of where they get books and

ing, and more,” Oxman said while re-
flecting on her experiences in Scouts.
“Every challenge showed me what I
could accomplish, and what really in-
terests me.”

Next summer, she hopes to work at
Camp Wanocksett, the summer camp
she spends many weeks at. She also
hopes to be on staff at the National
Jamboree.

Outside of Scouts, Oxman partic-
ipated in Vacation Bible School as a
camper and then as a camp counselor,
working with younger age groups and
putting on various programs for them.

“Addie handled the younger ones
with kindness and finesse,” Jane Sny-
der commented. “Whenever help is
needed, Addie is there.”

Oxman also was a counselor at Cir-
cus Camp at Alice’s Fitness and Dance
Studio. She helped to create dances,
pick out music, organized costume
changes and ensured the campers went
on stage when they were scheduled.

This fall, Oxman will be a senior.
She knows it’s time to start thinking
about plans for after graduation. She
is considering three different career
paths at the moment; teacher, social
worker, or study law.

Oxman noted, “Whatever path I
choose will require me to use the or-
ganizational skills from my 7 years in
this program. I hope in the coming
years I can give back to a world that
has already taught me so much.”

Still having time to narrow down
her choices, she is not rushing into any
decisions. It is clear no matter what
she chooses, she will be all in.

“Addie is one of the most accepting,
nonjudgmental, caring and unique hu-
mans I have ever met,” Chamberland
stated. “I know whatever she chooses
to do in the future will be as awesome
as she is, I can’t wait to see what comes
next.”

If you would like to learn more
about St. Lukes Guest House, visit
www.friendsofstlukes.org or call them
at 774-230-6416. To learn more about
Scouting or Troop 163, email them at
troopl63sturbridge@gmail.com.

your day. That and good coffee.”

The Loft is open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues-
day through Friday, and 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturdays.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

'PEACHES|

“This unknown male
DNA profile was upload-
ed to the national CODIS
database and searched
against offender profiles
for the ensuing two de-
cades, but never yielded
a match,” read a state-
ment released by the
Hampden County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

As part of a renewed
investigation into the
case, the DA’s Office con-
tracted with Parabon
Nanolabs in Virgina to
conduct  phenotyping
and forensic investiga-
tive genetic genealogy
upon the unknown male
DNA profile previously
developed.

“This effort proved
fruitful. Following up
on the reported physi-
cal characteristics and

investigative leads pro-
vided from Parabon’s
forensic analysis, Dis-
trict Attorney Anthony
Gulluni’s  Unresolved
and Unidentified Case
Investigation Unit iden-
tified and located the
suspected offender,” the
statement read.

These efforts cul-
minated in May 2024,
when a Hampden Coun-
ty Grand Jury returned
indictments charging
Dodge with aggravated
rape and kidnapping.

An arrest warrant
was then issued by
Hampden County Su-
perior Court. Dodge
was apprehended on
the warrant on May 7,
2024, by members of the
Hampden County Dis-
trict Attorney’s State

Police Detective Unit.

Dodge was arraigned
at Hampden County
Superior Court on May
8, 2024. He was held on
$250,000 cash bail.

Following Dodge's ar-
rest, additional court-or-
dered DNA testing
matched Dodge's DNA
profile to the DNA pro-
file previously devel-
oped from swabs taken
from the victim by hos-
pital staff in 2000.

The Commonwealth
was represented by As-
sistant District Attor-
ney Elizabeth Dunphy
Farris. Additional re-
sources were provided
by Assistant District
Attorney Michael Locke
and Victim Witness Ad-
vocate Deb Chieco.
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what the funds go to, marketing plans,
volunteer surveys, sample forms, and
all kinds of other things.

One of its observations dovetailed
well with what Marriott has seen. On
page 170, it states, “Most of our custom-
ers are highly price-sensitive. As much
as a third of our revenue comes from
dealers; they have to buy 'at wholesale'
to buy at all. Our poorest clients can’t
afford to pay much but value literacy
and the books offered in the Shops. Cli-
ents who would pay more just end up
buying more books....”

As Marriott put it, “We just try to
make it count for people. ... A smile
and a book — that's a good way to finish
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continued from page 1

arrays, but might
have space for
other uses. Simi-
larly, some large
town parcels ex-
ist off Guelph-
wood, near the
school; they also
have solar arrays,
although she
brought up one
across from the
DPW that doesn't.

Colognesi not-
ed that has use
restrictions from
contamination
that would pro-
hibit residential
use, but other
uses might be do-
able. (It's one of a
few neighboring
sites affected by
decades-old PCBs
from what was the
Cotton  proper-

ty, now the DPW.

u p
there has been in
limbo for so long
due to EPA re-
peatedly seeking
more monitoring
that trees are now
growing through
the plastic liner
atop the mound of
debris.)

“Because it's
so isolated, could
you imagine
warehouse trucks
coming through
that area?” Dean
speculated, with
Tomasz Owca
adding, “right by
the school.”

Chair Shelley
Klein  wonderd
if the road infra-
structure could
support develop-
ment there, later
asking if there's
“an existing,

occupied, ful-
ly-6functioning
industrial park”
elsewhere.

The answer
there is no. As
Dean said, in the
20-teens, people
built Commercial
Drive primarily
as access to the
landfill (in part
because of seri-
ous complants
from Pleasant
Street residents,
which had been

the route for
many years by
then). There's
been sporadic

talk about mak-
ing an industrial
park there, but to-
day just one firm
besides Casella is
up there — Mid-
State Welding.
Other parcels
have what Colog-
nesi described

as “topography
that's challeng-
ing” —lots of ledge
and wetlands. De-
spite that, a few
years ago, Green
Meadows start-
ed the process of
buying a town lot
(originally for a
large growing fa-
cility), but Dean
noted they've nev-
er finished it. “So
it's sitting there
in limbo now.”

A few busi-
nesses have asked
about the Blue
Building for var-
ious uses, and
there's a “poten-
tial plan” for a
warehouse near-
by. One key issue
is water - the
town has looked
at completing
a water loop up
there to Pleasant
Street, but cost

has always de-
layed that idea.
Another is power
— she noted NEC
Corp's gas plant
on Rte 169 has
suggested  run-
ning a gas line
up there, but the
Board of Health
opposed it some
time ago as a risk
to puncture the

landfill's cap.
Despite those
concerns, Luel-

la Perez said the
EDC and town
should “face the
headache ... of
putting focus
on Commercial
Drive,  because
it's already sitting
there, and untie
those Kknots to
see what it looks
like” rather than
“creating two
messes” with a
plan elsewhere.
To Colognesi,
that sparked the
question “Is the

keeping? ... It's a
great piece of flat
land to develop,
worth $30-$40 mil-
lion up there.”

That's also
been considered
before. Years ago,
there was some
talk of closing
the airport and
building on it, but
it was nixed most-
ly because doing
so would require
the town to repay
the state DOT
and FAA for mil-
lions of dollars in
grants. Some of
those have come
more recently, in-
cluding upgrades
to the fuel farm, a
new hangar, fence
replacement,
and an updated
master plan that
includes runway
extension.

Dean said the
airport is a “reve-
nue generator.”

Regarding

lognesi cited a
couple options, in-
cluding running
a road from Rte
20 near 49 to the
airport or adding
a new exit closer
t0 169. Either idea
would be very
expensive, he
noted. (There are
now emergency
access ramps off
Stafford  Street
and Center Depot
Road, but they
aren't open to the
public.)

Dean said she
wants to seek a
new MDOT grant
to do a feasibility
study of such a
thing. She noted
it's “a huge, huge
endeavor. I was
laughed at when
I brought it up at
CMRPC a couple
years ago.”

To Klein, some
of these issues
are interesting,
but have taken

from the January
list they came up
with to accom-
plish this year.
Among those are
smaller projects
like seeing how
nearby town have
addressed issues
and fixing the
website. For the
latter, Perez said
she'll layout what
she thinks needs
to be done for the
September meet-

ing.
She also sug-
gested having

food trucks along
Main Street as

a way to “take
advantage of
the Dbottleneck”

caused by road-
work “even
though we don't
have the ideal sit-
uation.”

Gus  Steeves
can be reached
at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.
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PRAY

continued from page 6

clared it first. Standing in front of Goli-
ath—armed with nothing but a sling, a
few stones, and an unshakable belief—
he didn't whisper a prayer of survival.
He spoke a statement of victory. "This
day the Lord will deliver you into my
hands!" It wasn't just a declaration; he
was saying that his prayer was already
answered, and the answer was yes!
You are not here to rehearse defeat

w7l in your mind. You are not here to train

your nervous system for scraps. You
are here to speak life into your own sto-
ry—out loud, without apology, without
retreat.

Every word you speak, every image
you picture, every act you take is cast-
ing a vote for the reality you will live
in tomorrow. Stop praying in fear. Stop
reinforcing lack.

LEGALS

the EDC away

Pray like you own the place. Speak
like the thing you want is already writ-
ten in the book of your life, not from an
attitude of pride, but from humility.

The truth is simple: reality doesn't
give you what you hope for—it gives
you what you command, and then work
for like it's already yours.

\ING

\ \T!

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Jason Tom Patraw
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Norwich
Commercial Group, Inc. D/B/A Norcom
Mortgage, dated August 26, 2015 and
recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 54216, Page 249, as modified
by a certain modification agreement
recorded on January 27, 2022, and
recorded with said Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 67013, Page 323, of which
mortgage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, by assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Norwich
Commercial Group, Inc. D/B/A Norcom
Mortgage, its successors and assigns
to Pingora Loan Servicing, LLC,
recorded on August 28, 2019, in Book
No. 60953, at Page 323

Pingora Loan Servicing, LLC to
Freedom Mortgage Corporation,
recorded on December 11, 2020, in
Book No. 63955, at Page 177
for breach of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing,
the same will be sold at Public Auction
at 2.00 PM on August 22, 2025, on
the mortgaged premises located at 40
Dennison Lane, Southbridge, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, all and singular
the premises described in said mortgage,
TO WIT:

The land with the buildings there-
on located in Southbridge, Worcester
County, Massachusetts situated on the
westerly side of Old Breakneck Road,
formerly called Dennison District Road,
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the southeasterly cor-
ner thereof, at an iron pin on the west-
erly line of said Old Breakneck Road
at the northeasterly corner of the land
now or formerly of Anton Cubranich
et ux; THENCE N. 42° 39’ W. along a
wall by said Cubranich land 231.4 feet
to an iron pin at land now or formerly
of Raymond J. Lataille et ux.; THENCE
N. 41 ° 04’ E. by said Lataille land 128
feet to an iron pin; THENCE S. 46°
56’ E. by land now or formerly of Fred
P. Campbell et ux., 229.65 feet to an
iron pin on the westerly line of said
Old Breakneck Road; THENCE S. 40°
45’ W. partly along a wall by the west-
erly line of said Old Breakneck Road

145.05 feet to the point of beginning.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 54216, Page 247.

These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are
in force and are applicable, having
priority over said mortgage, whether
or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or
encumbrances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:

Adeposit of Five Thousand ($5,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank check will
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The
balance is to be paid by certified or
bank check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., Newton,
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands,
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.
Deed will be provided to purchaser for
recording upon receipt in full of the
purchase price. The description of the
premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an error in
this publication.

Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.

FREEDOM MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

Present holder of said mortgage

By its Attorneys,

HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.

150 California St.

Newton, MA 02458

(617)558-0500

27460

July 31, 2025

August 7, 2025

August 14, 2025

NOTICE OF COMMUNITY

OUTREACH MEETING
Notice is hereby given that a
Community Outreach Meeting for a
proposed Marijuana Establishment
is scheduled for 8/30/2025 at 1:00
p.m. at 914 Main Street, Southbridge,
MA. The proposed Marijuana Retalil
and Courier Facility is anticipated

to be located at 914 Main Street,
Southbridge, Massachusetts 01550
(Lot 033-134-00001). There will be
an opportunity for the public to ask
questions.

August 14, 2025

Town of Sturbridge
Select Board
Public Hearing

National Grid has made a petition to
the Sturbridge Select Board to install
underground facilities beginning at a
point approximately 180 feet South
East of the centerline of the intersec-
tion of Brookfield Road and Trail Road
and continuing approximately 600 feet
in a South East direction. National Grid
to replace 600’ of underground prima-
ry. Install two (2) new manholes on
either side of the turnpike near poles
52-50 and 49, Sturbridge MA. The pole
hearing will take place on Tuesday,
September 2, 2025 at 6:45 p.m. at the
Sturbridge Town Hall, 2nd floor, Veter-
an’s Memorial Hall located at 308 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566.

August 14, 2025

Town of Holland
Conservation Commission
Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Holland Conservation
Commission will hold a public meet-
ing on Tuesday, August 26, 2025,
at 6:30 PM to review a Request for
Determination of Applicability (RDA)
submitted by Kenneth Safft. The RDA
requests to replace a retaining wall in

front of the house.

Project Location: 2 Sandy Beach
Road, Assessor’s Map (R35-C-)
Meeting Location: Public Participation
will be In-Person at the Town Hall, 27
Sturbridge Road, 2"d Floor, Holland,
MA 01521.

Any person(s) interested or wishing to
be heard on this request should appear
at the time and place designated. A
copy of the permit application and plan
may be inspected at the Holland Town
Hall in the Conservation Commission
Office. or contact the office at 413-245-
7108 X114.

August 14, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate

and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P1911 EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
George R McDonald
Date of Death: 04/20/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate
of Will with Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed by
Georgette Martin of Sturbridge MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Georgette Martin of Sturbridge MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
08/26/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 30, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

August 14, 2025
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Whether relaxing on
the shore of still waters,
or wrangling in a tem-
peramental trout, the
sport of fishing remains
a simple pleasure life-
long memories are made
of. With several popular
waterways in our area,
fishing is an outdoor ac-
tivity enjoyed by locals
both youngand old alike.

Planning to drop your
line into the waters
this weekend? Read on
for an array of classic
tips from successful an-
glers - all geared to help
make your time at the
fishing hole more pro-
ductive!

%%

Successful fishers
make it a habit to change
their line. Fishing line
has memory- it will re-
tain the twist, nicks
scrapes, and it gets weak-
er every time it is used.

Tried and True Fishing Tips

Don’t chance losing the
“big one” to brittle line!

*%

And be sure to match
your hook size to your
bait: small for small,
large for large. It makes
a difference in holding
your bait, and in how
many strikes you will
get.

*%

Take a valuable fish-
ing tip from old timers
who say “if you find
the bait you’ll find the
fish.” To do this effi-
ciently, they make it a
habit to scan the water
for bird activity. Follow
the birds, who follow
the bait, and you’ll like-
ly find the fish!

k%

When throwing into
the wind, drop your rod
tip to the water right
after making the cast.
You’ll get more distance
and will also get the
slack out of your line
in case you get bit just
when the bait hits the
surface. If you leave the

rod held high, the wind
will make an arc out of
your line and you'd lose
control of the bait.

*%

Still no bites? It
could be your bug repel-
lent. Never handle bait
after applying it as the
scent will keep the fish
away.

*%

Tips to Track Trout

* Did you know Rain-
bow Trout favor 56 de-
gree water? Find that
temperature and you're
sure to find the fish! If
it's cold out, trout can
typically be found on
the surface of a lake.
If it's hot out, they'll be
deeper in the water.

*Remember, trout
have tough mouths.
Keep your hooks sharp
- and use a number 4
hook for best results!

* Want to up your
odds of trout for sup-
per? When lake fish-
ing, dip your crawler
in the oil from a can of

smoked oysters!

* Tryingto tempt
the best trout? Try this
secret recipe from an-
glers: Combine two
ounces of cod liver oil
with 20 drops oil of an-
ise. Mix well. Dip your
bait in the mixture and
string up the trout!

*%

These old fashioned
bait recipes are tried
and true secret weapons
from successful fisher-
men - but best of all, you
can whip them up with
ingredients from your
kitchen cupboards!

*Anglers swear re-
frigerator biscuit dough
is a great bait for trout.
Just pull a raw biscuit
apart and start reeling
in the "big one!"

*Even fish love spicy
food, as this super lure
recipe will attest. Mix
together 8 ounce ground
aniseed or fennel seed
and two ounces ground
allspice. Sprinkle 1/16th
oz. oil of cloves over the

above and mix. Store in
tightly sealed jars for
a few days while the
odors blend. Put a drop
on fish bait.

*If youre fishing
with salmon eggs or
worms, don't forget to
add a miniature marsh-
mallow to the hook to
keep your bait buoyant!

*Try this quick tip:
dip your crawler in the
oilfrom a can of smoked
oysters! Fish love it!

%%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win
you a great dinner for
two at the historic Pub-
lick House Historic Inn
in Sturbridge! Simply
send in a hint to be en-
tered into a random
drawing. One winner
per month (or whenev-
er I receive enough tips
for a column) will win
a fabulous three course
dinner for two at the
renowned restaurant,
located on Route 131

across the town com-
mon in historic Stur-
bridge. Because I'm in
the business of dispens-
ing tips, not inventing
them (although I can
take credit for some),
I'm counting on you
readers out there to
share your best helpful
hints!

%%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question re-
garding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them
with readers of Stone-
bridge Press news-
papers? Send ques-
tions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS

BEST WINDOW COMPANY BUILDER

ES(ERGOL

T

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates  Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes « Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop

Honoring All Insurance Estimates
1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified * RS# 2678

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorr; e
Beetle Certified A

Fully Insured ° Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

HOME IMPROVEMENT

| 1> KUBALA
I

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

508-784-1550

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

m“a% " ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
2 | N

B«U+*I+*L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured

(3
Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\_AWNMOWER.COM [H

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY m

New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY | [ <»
CLEANINGS m_;{i’sB.EA.SI
Starting at $99| Y& M 1

ALL KINDS OF i

MASONRY & 774-200-4880
CONCRETE WORK Business 8925 A1

New Roofs, Construction TopB.E.A.ST2021@
& Carpentry. gmail.com
Need to get it done? :
Call me!

Journeyman Lic.1364
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

North Brookfield,MA

§~ ACCREDITED
BBE. BUSINESS

HURLEY
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,

Delivered
GREEN

$250 per corn
Call John at

|_PAINTING ) Plumbing |§ PLUMBING § ROOFING

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979

Interior-Exterior

(ot Space’

we do,

Paints, Stains,

Contact Mikaela Today Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes
7742007308 Satisfaction
mikaela@ Guaranteed
g Free Estimates
stonebridgepress.news 274.452.0321

42 mieLameerTs| [JOHN DALY
(‘l PLUMBING & Plumbing
3 % HEATING INC. I
¥ W Specializing
Commem/al, in repairs or new
Residential, installs for home
New Construction| | owners since 1988
Fully licensed and insured
369 Main St Filter Your Water with
’ a Reverse Osmosis
Ste 4 Under Sink
Spencer, MA Or Countertop System
1-833-969-4330 Lic #MPL 21763
Call
Fully Insured
y 508-304-7816
Email
MIK%AGNI\I/IB:IRL?SK\/INDH jdrainman714@aol.com

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #€S069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

C=]

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
) .

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR Interior and Exterior
LIVING CONSTRUCTION .
: ; PowerWashing
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair Wallpapering
Steps, Patios .
Pool Surrounds General Repa"
Pressure Washing Fu||y Insured
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing Over 40+ Years
Delivery of Aggregate Experience
Cord Wood
Brian French 508'764'8548
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com 774-230-8373

GJLEDUC

PAINTING

Advertise on this page
for one low price!

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader

o Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager
o Southbridge News
» Webster Times
o Auburn News
« Blackstone Valley Tribune
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Sturbridge /

Southbridge — James

L. Julian, 81, arecent

resident of Pine Ave.

51 in Sturbridge and a
longtime resident of

\
\

OBITUARIES

James L. Julian, 81

proud grandfather to four [Ea
grandchildren: Thomas J &
Julian and Jake R. Julian
of Coventry, RI, and James
L. Julian III and Jack A.
Julian of Leominster. Jim

of Quinebaug, CT. Born in
Southbridge, Jim was the son
of Leo Julian and Theresa M.
(Lacasse) Julian Proulx. After
graduating from Lowell Tech.
in 1966 he served as a Captain

Chartier Lane in Southbridge, passed
away on Friday, August 8th, at UMass
Memorial Medical Center, University
Campus in Worcester, after an illness.

His beloved wife of 58 years, Carol
S. (Lapointe) Julian, passed away
in January of this year. He leaves
behind his two sons, James L. Julian
IT and his wife Sandra of Leominster,
and Thomas N. Julian and his wife
Melissa of Coventry, RI. He was a

also leaves his brother,
Dennis Julian and his wife
Betsy of Sturbridge; two [
sisters, Margaret Partlow [*
and her husband Frank
of Southbridge, and Linda
Ravenelle and her husband
Paul of Lee, NH; and a

in the U.S. Air Force during
the Vietnam War era.

_ Jim was an industri-
9 al engineer and worked
| for Schott Fiber Optics in
Southbridge for many years
before retiring. Earlier in
his career, he worked at the
sister-in-law, Janet Julian American Optical Company
of Quinebaug, CT. He was prede- in Southbridge and Rand Whitney in
ceased by his brother, Joseph Julian Worcester

An avid golfer, Jim enjoyed retire-
ment by organizing trips for the
Southbridge Senior Center and espe-
cially loved traveling to Aruba and
Las Vegas. Most of all, he cherished
spending time with his family and
friends.

His funeral service will be held on
Thursday, August 14th, at 11:00 AM at
the Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home,
130 Hamilton St., Southbridge. Burial
will follow in St. Mary’s Cemetery,
Southbridge. Calling hours will be
held at the funeral home on Thursday,
August 14th, from 9:00 to 11:00 AM,
prior to the service.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Local officials go the extra mile in support of Pan-Mass Challenge

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — Lo-
cal public safety agen-
cies are thanked for once
again teaming up to
ensure a safe Pan-Mass
Challenge.

Held on Aug. 2 & 3, the
event brought together
thousands of riders, vol-
unteers, and guests in
support of the Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute.

The annual ride re-
quires countless hours of
preparations from partic-
ipants, including phys-
ical training and fund-
raising. The same level of
commitment is invested
in the event from a public
safety standpoint, with
multiple agencies work-
ing together to plan logis-
tics for the big weekend.

“I'd like to thank all
of our public safety part-
ners for their tremen-
dous support during this
year’s PMC event,” said
Sturbridge Police Chief
Earl Dessert. “As always,
this operation would not
be possible without the
collaboration and dedi-
cation of our fellow law
enforcement  agencies,
support teams, and vol-
unteers.”

The following agen-
cies and departments
teamed up to ensure a
safe ride: Massachusetts
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency; Sturbridge
Emergency Manage-
ment; Sturbridge Fire
Department and EMS;
Massachusetts State Po-
lice; Worcester County
Sheriff's Office; CEMLEC
SWAT and the CEMLEC
Motor Unit; the Envi-
ronmental Police; East
Brookfield Police Depart-
ment; Sturbridge Police
Department; Quincy Po-
lice Department; and the
Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT).

“I also want to thank
PMC staff members Sue
Brogan and Matt Mc-

Town-to-Town

Guiness for their contin-
ued partnership, commu-
nication, and leadership
throughout the planning
and execution of this

massive event,” Chief
Dessert added.
The 2025 PMC marked

the end of an era, as rid-
ers departed from the
Sturbridge Host Hotel
start line for the final
time. Beginning next
year, the start line will be
moved to the College of
the Holy Cross in Worces-
ter.

For Sturbridge resi-
dents and public safety
leaders, watching the fi-
nal launch from the tradi-
tional start line brought
a range of emotions,
with riders pouring onto
Route 20 in town for the
last time.

“As this marks the fi-
nal year the PMC will
kick off from Sturbridge,
it is bittersweet. While
I am saddened to see
the event move on, I am
extremely proud of the
many years we hosted the
start of this ride without
a single major safety is-
sue,” Dessert said. “Our
top priority has always
been the safety of the rid-
ers, and I know we deliv-
ered the level of security
they deserved—from full
intersection coverage
to detailed coordination
across jurisdictions.”

Added Dessert, “To
the men and women of
the Sturbridge Police
Department—thank you
for always going the ex-
tra mile. The behind-the-
scenes coordination and
commitment each of you
demonstrates every year
is a point of pride for our
agency and our commu-
nity”

To ensure a safe ride,
local departments begin
planning far in advance
of the event, coordinat-
ing everything from traf-
fic control operations to

rider and spectator sup-
ports.

“A  heartfelt thank-
you to Lieutenant Larry
Bateman and Matthew
Wyke (Sturbridge Emer-
gency Management),
who has overseen the
security planning for
the PMC for many
years. Their work starts
months in advance and
is a major reason why
this event has consis-
tently gone off without a
hitch,” Dessert said.

The PMC is a fully
supported  bike-a-thon
that provides riders
with fundraising tools
and guidance; meals and
snacks at hub sites; wa-
ter stops along routes;
and mechanical and
medical assistance.

The PMC raises more
money for charity than
any other single athletic
fundraising event in the
country. All funds raised
by the event support the
Dana-Farber Cancer In-

stitute, a world leader
in adult and pediatric
cancer treatment and re-
search.

“l want to wish all
PMC riders many more
years of safe and suc-
cessful rides,” Dessert
said. “Lastly, I extend
my deepest gratitude to
the Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute. The PMC has
raised an extraordinary
amount of money for
patients and families,
and we are proud to

have played a small role
in supporting that mis-
sion.”

The PMC is Dana-Far-
ber’s single largest sup-
porter. Since 1980, the
event has raised rough-
ly $1.05 billion for Da-
na-Farber.

To learn more about
the PMC and how you
can join the fight against
cancer by making a do-
nation, visit www.pmc.
org.

New Ruth Wells Center exhibit spotlights local artists

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth
Wells Center for the Arts, 111
Main St. in Southbridge, is excited
to present the works of Billy Bol-
ster and John Polakowski for the
August exhibit. The galleries are
open Saturday and Sunday, noon
to 4 p.m., until Aug. 23. The exhib-
it is free and open to all. Visit the
Web site, ruthwellscenter.com, or
call 508-764-3341 for more informa-
tion.

Many of you will know them as
the Kleen Guyz soap makers, but
they do other great stuff too.

John Polakowski paints in wa-
tercolor, oil and acrylic; the proj-
ect dictates the medium. He en-
joys the expressiveness of oils but
will use acrylics if going for thick
palette knife texture.

“My introduction to painting
was under the guidance of Clair
Birtz, the art department head at
Southbridge High School,” Pola-
kowski said. “Although I enjoyed
the creative aspect, I did not pur-
sue anything in that field until
many years later. Around 2000, I
got back into painting - my first
class was in watercolor at the
Worecester Night School program.

Until 5 years ago I did most of my
work in watercolor and acrylic.
In 2020, while on vacation at the
Cape, I took a class in plein air
oil painting. My apprehension to
paint in oil quickly abated and it
is now my go to. My love of the
ocean and specifically the Cape
has been a prime motivation in
my work. Subsequently, I've tak-
en classes at the Cape Cod School
of Art, The Provincetown Art As-
sociation and Museum, and the
Truro Center for the Arts at Cas-
tle Hill.

"T have shown pieces in these
locations as well as the Falmouth
Art Center, Ruth Wells Center for
the Arts, JEL library in South-
bridge, Pearle L. Crawford Li-
brary in Dudley and the Charlton
Public Library. I'd like folks to
see the diversity of life through
my work. I’d like people to think,
'Gee this guy’s had fun and experi-
enced so much love that he wants
to share it with everybody’ I'd
like you to love life, and enjoy the
show."

Billy Bolster weaves primarily
in merino wool and baby alpaca.
He likes the feel of these yarns,

the warmth they provide, and the
sheen and softness of silk. He is
starting to work more in cotton
and linen in order to broaden the
functionality of his pieces. After
a lifetime of admiring and col-
lecting classical art, Billy Bolster
recently discovered his love for all
things fiber. In 2024, he visited the
Samuel Slater Experience in Web-
ster. There he met Sharon Geyer,
a weaver and instructor who has
guided him in his work. Billy is
fascinated with the concept of
making yarns out of raw wool,
silk, and flax fibers. He views
spinning as an underappreciat-
ed skill. The creative dyes of the
yarns in Billy’s pieces further en-
hance the mystique of both these
ancient crafts. In using high qual-
ity yarns, Billy hopes to showcase
the influence of other craftspeo-
ple in his work. His pieces are
inspired by his husband John’s
paintings, his heritage, the per-
sonality of the wearer, and Moth-
er Nature.

Be sure to see these exquisite
pieces- visit the Ruth Wells Center
before Aug. 23.

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

Community soap making with Kulina Folk Art at

Casaubon Senior Center

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ca-
saubon Senior Center, located
at the Southbridge Commu-
nity Center, 153 Chestnut St.,
Southbridge, is excited to pres-
ent Kulina Folk Art with Soap
Making. This a multi-genera-

7174-200-730

tional workshop for ages eight
and up. Grandparents are en-
couraged to bring their grand-
children to enjoy this fun-filled
afternoon.

Kulina Folk Art by Geriné
Arakelian was founded in 2017.
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FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

FOR SALE

Hutch with
4 shelves full
of antiques
Best Offer
Gall 508-765-5190

Jet SRi Fx
Cruiser

2477 Supor Guckoo Glock High Output
. .Gznerous t -Grandfathers clock One Owner
eimbursement,

$1000 Sign-On «Grank telephone 108 Hours

Including Cover

$ 4,500 OBO

2005 Yamaha

Excellent Condition

Call 508-248-2950

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’

experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Growing up in Bucharest, she was
influenced by her Armenian grand-
mother, who painted with oils, and
artistic father who was both a skilled
artist and graphic designer. After
moving to the US at a young age she
earned a BA in Commercial Art, then
ventured into teaching art and insti-
tuting curriculum at esteemed insti-
tutions such as Worcester Art Mu-
seum, Fitchburg Art Museum, and
more. During this time, she realized
the boundless potential of creativity,
leading her to develop creative work-
shops suitable for all ages and skill
levels.

Soap making with Geriné will take
place on Monday, Aug. 18 at 10:30 a.m.
at the Casaubon Senior Center. Each
participant will have the opportunity
tomake their very own soapy creation
using high-quality glycerin-based
soap. Ages for this workshop are for
eight years and up, those 12 and under
are required adult supervision. This
program is supported by a grant from
the Southbridge Cultural Council, a
local agency funded by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, a state agency.

The Southbridge Community Cen-
ter and Senior Center is a multi-func-
tional facility providing social and
recreational opportunities for all
citizens of Southbridge and the local
area. The Senior Center is very active
and publishes the Casaubon Chroni-
cle which details all the happenings
each month. We hope to see you soon.
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GARDENING

continued from page 5

Flemenco series pro-
vide a unique flare. In-
clude pentas with their
star-shaped flowers to
help attract and sup-
port butterflies. You’ll
find plants with white,
red, pink, lavender, vio-
let, and bicolor flowers,
and even a few trailing
varieties.

Cupheas are not
only heat tolerant but
are magnets for hum-
mingbirds. These sea-
son-long bloomers
are covered with flow-
ers and do not need
deadheading. Man-

devilla is anoth-

er long-blooming,

heat-tolerant plant
that thrives in sunny
locations. You’ll find
upright, trailing, and
tall climbing varieties
to include in gardens,
containers, and hang-
ing baskets.

If you are looking
for a heat-tolerant,
trailing plant, consid-
er bidens. The BeeD-
ance® series is an ear-
lier and continuous
flowering variety. Moss
roses and other por-
tulacas are also trail-
ing and low-growing
plants that can be used

as annual groundcov-
ers, edging plants, and
trailers in containers.
Look for more
heat-tolerant cultivars
of your favorite annu-
als that tend to stop
blooming during hot
weather. Heatopia™,
Hot® Waterblue, Tech-
no®, and Laguna® lo-
belias show more heat
tolerance than many
older lobelia cultivars.
White Stream™, Snow
Princess®, and Frosty
Knight® are a few al-
yssum cultivars to con-
sider. They tolerate the
heat but prefer moist
well-drained soil.

Hot Pak™ French
marigolds have been
bred for increased hot
weather tolerance.
The triploid marigolds
like Endurance™ and
Zenith™ are a cross
between the African
and French marigolds.
They have the lon-
ger bloom time of the
French marigold and
the heat tolerance of
the African species.

Don’t give up on
heat stalled annual
plants in your garden
and containers. Con-
tinue to water the heat-
stressed plants as need-
ed but wait for them to

recover before fertil-
izing if needed. Trim
back leggy plants and
once the temperatures
cool, the plants will
start flowering.

Continue to watch
for, try, and evaluate
new, more heat-toler-
ant additions for your
gardens and contain-
ers. Finding the right
plants for your grow-
ing conditions and
garden design can help
boost your garden’s
beauty and your enjoy-
ment even as tempera-
tures rise.

Melinda Myers has

written more than 20
gardening books, in-
cluding the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Cours-
es “How to Grow Any-
thing” instant video se-
ries and the nationally
syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio
program. Myers is a
columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and
her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD

4 "‘f«% NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on C&p}
Rd, Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 i
Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood Flooring Throughout w/
Ceramic Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in
Closet & Private Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/
Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

a0
hope2own.com '
508.943.4333

(1
X
Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

.

REAL ESTATE GROUP
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

THOMPSON - 34 BONNETTE AVE (L) Suug Fanbor Vella () WEBSTER - 11 PARK RD. ~ STURSAIDGE. 66 WESTWAOD 0%
T WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT o i
n eautitu onnette -

Acres! Handsome & well-
maintained  3-bedroom,
2-bath Split entry home!
Cathedral Ceiling living
4 room & Sunroom! Gen-
erator, Extensive irrigation
- system. 2 Car Garage.

_ assisted sale  $449,900

MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path,
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
%rs w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural

as.

C’  WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD <

2 Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready K
» Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining i
S Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great
1 Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.
ardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath,
kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator.
Morton Barn Style Garage .39 acre
$435,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

1640’ direct waten‘ront on Cedar Lake! Secluded
11.61 Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Se-
rene! Potential for up to 5 house lots! 119’ road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 +
Cedar Lake is full recreational- $899,000

Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE”
offering the perfect blend of mod-
ern amenities. Recently remodeled
&1 open concept kitchen living room
~— & dining area featuring granite
== countertops, new flooring & recent
| | appliances. Updates include roof,
T T "windows, doors, Roth oil tank &

S Hot Water Heater New heating sys-
$405,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST' **THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - -
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular

whatever Floats Your

tem Seasons! It's more than a home - its a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,075,000

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd Webster Lake Waterfront Webster Lake Waterfront ! eboter Lake a,{a{/muf )
-] WEBSTER  LAKE 88 Umon Point 8 Long Island SORRY’ SOLD! W Z W Z
9l \WATERFRONT! I 7 Excellent  oppor- Beautifuly Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Isend cot- ~ WIEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT! gm paM 24
iUST SIMPLY AN | tunity! Natural tage, with Rare BoatHouseln%{ud‘%jlllExt“r,lem?Iy UrE|l|un,|Céean 15 CEDAR POINT RD
- | West Facil o | ell Maintaine odern i .
INCREDIBLE OP: g Sheosrglme- Bea?:ﬁ[:?lﬂ Conveniences w/the Charm of In Beautlful, CaIm, Winter éaw

.- PORTUNITY! OVER
= 31,000 SQ FT OF
LAND! Summer Cot-
tage on 9482 SF of

1 Yester-Year! 1,240 SF 6 Rms,
=\ 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood

2 \‘“\ Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet
so Stove, Wrap-Around Screened

_ 100+/- feet of Pris-
tine, Sandy Shoreline!
| Boasting 6 Large
| rooms, 2 Baths, 3

Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line

| Sunsets - Views
of Middle to North
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq.

K Waterfront Lot T Porch, Lg Outbuildin
T Ft. Waterfront Lot!

w/FuII
Bath/Shower/Laundr

land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western Firepl Jivi shop. Patio! Town \/Ntr/Swr +

Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, r(l)rgr?]a!c1e g X 3OIV(;?12 (P)%Vggeas\g/ﬁllwfg{e rOHtscéllmr 4%/&5 : A Bedrooms: Garage. 5000+/- Sq Ft 5350’000 SORRY SQLD!

on 4 of the 5 possibly buildable. car garage. ' SFal- Level Lot WAO5¢. of All on a Private road Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

assisted sale $1,199,900 $660,000 Shoreline $595,000 $1,000,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

B, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 =

Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

SAT. AUGUST 16TH « 10AM-2P
DUDLEY BLACK TAVERN REAL ESTATE FAIR

Information Available for Buyers and Sellers on
Title 5 Inspections - Home Inspections - Properties for Sale
Homes for Heroes Rewards - Stop & Chat
Mortgage Financing Programs « Drawings for Gift Certificates

DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION

LEICESTER- ONE LEVEL LIVING

*2 Acres
4 Pine Hill Road, Oxford j 2¢Creat Room
Stunning new 3-bdrm, 2.5 bath 2,400 SF home on a 4 *Haifiwf)z 4
private 3/4 -acre lot at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac. Floors

White cabinet Kit, quartz countertops, center is-
land & SS appliances. Open floor plan and hardwood
floors throughout the 1st fir. Quality finishes.

T i Call Rich Anzalone
W RE/MAX A-Team Realty 508-736-5731

| * Customized

| Features Include

8’ Quartz Center
Island

128 Old Southbridge Rd $795,000

*Vinyl Sided *4 Heat Pﬁmps *Generator
Hookup * 3 Bedroom * 2 Car Garage

2 Victor Ave $465,900

“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Wh.e n ERA Key Realty
Experlence .......... SERVICES
) e alld Eggn;;lag;;ry Realtor®
A commitment Bonna;:anneryrealtc:.com v 7 ‘:j - o
Matter OVER 30 YEARS SELLINGLOCAL REAL ESTATE An Informational OPPOYtuth
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICEFOR CUSTOMER for Buyers and Sellers to Learn About
O S s | g et g | e g Real Estate at Your Leisure
[ — - o J_— CRS, GRI, SRES ff% ReMax Vision
N\ 4 “ion, ) MESRealts.com Q a— Q 508-943-7669 W 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 @ (B s

¥/ Mary@WillSellit.com

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|
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Bay Path awarded grant to expand adult
workforce training

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical High School is
thrilled to announce it has been award-
ed a Career Technical Initiative (CTI)
Round 10 grant totaling $1,337,077.24, a
workforce development initiative sup-
ported by the Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration and the Massachusetts Work-
force Skills Cabinet.

This highly competitive grant will
allow Bay Path to deliver no-cost, cre-
dentialed training and job placement
services to unemployed and underem-
ployed adults across Worcester Coun-
ty. Training will be provided in Auto-
motive Collision Repair, Automotive
Repair Technology, Building Mainte-
nance, Culinary Arts, Diesel Technol-
ogy, Electrical, HVAC, Manufacturing,
and Welding—fields critical to the
Commonwealth’s economic growth.

“We’re incredibly grateful to the
Healey-Driscoll Administration and
the Workforce Skills Cabinet for this
CTI grant,” said Superintendent-Direc-
tor Kyle Brenner. “This funding allows
Bay Path to significantly expand our
adult training programs, directly ad-
dressing the critical demand for skilled
tradespeople in our region. We'’re
proud to empower individuals with the
skills they need to thrive, while helping
build a stronger, more resilient work-
force across Massachusetts.”

The Career Technical Initiative is
designed to meet persistent workforce
shortages in the trades and manufac-

turing sectors by leveraging the state’s
vocational school infrastructure. Bay
Path will continue its close collabora-
tion with MassHire Career Centers
and regional Workforce Boards to pro-
vide high-quality training leading to
industry-recognized credentials and
direct employment pathways.

Eligible participants must be 18
years or older and either unemployed
or underemployed—defined as earning
less than $56,100 annually (or $27 per
hour). Most recent high school gradu-
ates qualify as underemployed and are
encouraged to apply.

Bay Path is building on a record of
success. Through previous CTI Rounds
7 and 9, the school trained more than
70 adult learners in trades such as Culi-
nary Arts, HVAC, Manufacturing, and
Automotive Collision Repair—many of
whom are now working in their chosen
industries.

“As a graduate of the CTI Program
I am excited for the new group of stu-
dents that will be able to take advan-
tage of the hands-on vocational train-
ing. This program will provide them
the skills and tools needed to acquire
jobs and improve their lives. I am
working in the auto collision field and
am planning on more education to bet-
ter my current position and enhance
my career. The support that Bay Path
and MassHire provided throughout the
program and after with job assistance
was key!” said Pamela Truenow / Long

Southbridge Rotary presents
local student with telescope

SOUTHBRIDGE — At
last Wednesday’s meeting
of the Southbridge Rota- |
ry Club, the guest of hon-
or was Jack Carney and
his father, Wally.

Jack Carney is an 11
year old, sixth grader in
the Charlton School sys-
tem who has a keen inter-
est in all things science.
He has a special interest
in astronomy. For the past
few months Jack and his
father, have been working
with Southbridge resi-

Courtesy

dent Dino Tata, a NASA/ Left to right: Marc Peloquin, Dino Tata, and Wally Carney, with
JPL Solar System Ambas- Jack in the middle.

sador assisting Jack in

Subaru, CTI Auto Collision class of
2025.

Bay Path’s CTI employer partners
include Masonic Health System/The
Overlook, ckSmith Superior, C&C
Temp Control, Inc., Kinefac Corpora-
tion, Upper Blackstone Clean Water,
Dexter, MassDOT, Sheet Metal Work-
ers Local #63, BAPS, The Arc, Pri-
metals, HVAC/R Service Contractors,
Table 3 Restaurant Group, Fuller Colli-

Group, UMass, and Flexcon.

As the need for skilled tradespeople
continues to grow, Bay Path and its
network of employer partners remain
committed to building opportunity,
strengthening local economies, and
supporting the success of working
families across the Commonwealth.

Interested participants can learn
more or apply by visiting masshirecen-
tralcc.com/baypathcti.

his search for astronomical knowledge.

The path to Rotary presenting Jack with the telescope started when Marc Pelo-
quin, a frequent guest at the Rotary Club, contacted Mr. Tata, mentioning that he
had inherited a telescope. Mr. Peloquin did not need it and asked if a home could
be found for it. Mr. Tata immediately thought of Jack and a plan was formulated
to make the offering. While working with the telescope it was decided that while
it was a very good telescope, it was not the appropriate one for a young boys first
telescope.

At that point, the Rotary Club stepped up and agreed to purchase a new scope
for Jack. The telescope purchased was a Celestron AstroMaster 120 AZ and ap-
pears to be the perfect first telescope for Jack or any young beginner. The original
Peloquin telescope will be presented to the Aldrich Astronomical Society. Club
members were very impressed with Jack’s intelligence and the way he handled
himself at the meeting.

-WATER"FRON

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3/ PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673

www.channelcottages.com

Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach

1,2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens

Private Beach / Docking
Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi
WEBER Gas Grills
Reunions, Meetings & Weddings
**Pets Welcome**

CELEBRATING 34 YEARS |

sion Center, Long Subaru, Harr Motor

School District to receive
free early literacy tutors

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — The Dudley-Charlton Regional School District is
among 272 districts that will receive free, high-dose early literacy tutoring in the
upcoming school year thanks to state funding.

The announcement was made by Gov. Maura Healey's administration on Aug.
4 which confirmed that the Dudley-Charlton Regional School District was among
the hundreds of educational institutions that will receive the service with a pri-
mary focus on helping students in early education, particularly first grade, build
foundational reading skills. The program, which is operated through the Depart-
ment of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), provides tutors at no cost
to the districts or students.

In her announcement, Healey touted the tutors as an important tool to help
prepare younger students for later years in school and build a stable foundation
for their education journey.

“It’s crucial for our teachers and schools to have access to the resources they
need to support every young reader," said Healey in a statement. “This initiative
will help bring high-dosage early literacy tutoring directly to students who need
it most, giving them the foundational skills essential for long-term success. With
the partnership of the Legislature, we are delivering schools the support they
need to reach all their learners.”

Our correspondent reached out to the Dudley-Charlton Regional School Dis-
trict, where Assistant Superintendent Kelly True explained that this isn’t the
first time the schools have received tutoring funding from different sources, but
that this state funding, which will benefits first graders at Charlton Elementary
School and Mason Road School in Dudley, will be essential to helping preparing
students for their long-term education.

“Early literacy is obviously incredibly important because this is where our
students are really just first starting to understand how to learn. Their learning
the alphabet, their learning all the sounds and how to put them together, building
phonological awareness. For some Kids, it can be hard to put it all together. At this
point, and especially this year; it seems to be even more critical that we have this
kind of tutoring,” said True.

Dudley and Charlton had previously qualified for these support services
through Title 1 grant funding from the state, which allocates money based on a
formula involving the number of low-income students and families. Several dis-
trict schools had been grandfathered into that program, but this coming school
year is the first that Charlton Schools will not benefit from that funding making
the Governor’s announcement even more significant to the district’s continue
support of early literacy.

The program is funded through the Governor’s $1.3 billion supplemental
budget which included $25 million in Fair Share money as part of the admin-
istration’s goal of improving literacy for students across the Commonwealth.
Schools selected for the program were required to prove that they were embrac-
ing high-quality early literacy models to qualify.

The tutoring will be offered both in-person and virtually to allow flexibili-
ty with the child’s schedule and availability. The tutors are provided through a

third-party contracted by the state.

St. Vincent de Paul Society to host

Friends of the Poor Walk and
Family Fun Day

STURBRIDGE — The St. Vincent
de Paul Society in Fiskdale will host
its second annual Friends of the Poor
Walk, along with its first-ever Family
Fun Day on Saturday, Sept. 13, from
noon to 6 p.m. at the Sturbridge Com-
mon.

The event promises a full day of
fun and community spirit, featuring
Maggie the Clown, alpacas from Ledge-
creek Farm, a variety of vendors, food,
games for both children and adults, a
DJ, live music by G Note & The Tin-
man, and much more.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will
go toward supporting local individu-
als and families in need across Brim-
field, Brookfield, Holland, Sturbridge,
Wales, and other nearby towns. The
St. Vincent de Paul Society in Fiskdale
provides practical assistance through-
out the year, including emergency

housing, rental and utility help, food,
clothing, and other essential needs—
serving people of all backgrounds and
faiths.

The Fiskdale conference raises
funds through parish poor boxes, pub-
lic donations, and events such as this
one. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
operates in 153 countries, with more
than 4,000 local conferences, and is
run entirely by members committed to
tackling poverty in all its forms.

Residents are encouraged to attend
the event for a day of family fun while
also supporting a worthy cause.

For more information contact svdp-
fiskdalepr@gmail.com. To make a do-
nation, visit our Web site: svdpfiskdale.
org and click on the “Donate” button.
To register for the event, scan below or
go to the events tab at svdpfiskdale.org.

The National Domestic Violence

HOTLINE

1.800.799.SAFE (7233) - 1.800.787.3224 (TTY)

WWW.THEHOTLINE.ORG
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