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CMS Chamber welcomes
new board chair
REGION
—
The
Chamber of Central
Mass. South is very
pleased to welcome Erika
Travinski, CEO at The
Center of Hope, as the
Chair of the Chamber’s
Board of Directors.

Travinski is very
involved in advocating
legislatively for people
with disabilities, is a
member of the Board of
Governors for the TriCommunity YMCA and
is committed to the business community with her
work with the Chamber
of Central Mass South.

Travinski will serve a
one-year term which commenced when she presided over the Chamber
Board Meeting held on
Dec. 10. The Chamber is
thrilled to have her experience, dedication and
leadership at the helm of
the Chamber’s Board.
“Erika has been a
fantastic contributor to
our Board of Directors,”
said Alexandra McNitt,
Executive Director of
the Chamber. “She has
a sharp mind, quick wit
and a deep appreciation
for our community. I
am excited to have her
support as Chair of our
Board during this tumultuous time. Her pragmatic leadership coupled
with her sense of compassion is just what we need
right now.”
Travinski replaces the
Board’s Immediate Past
Chair Laurie Cashman,
of Yellow Iris Farm, to
whom the Chamber is
most grateful for her
service and leadership
during a very challenging year.
Erika Travinski is the
Chief Operating Officer
at the Center of Hope
Foundation, where she
is part of the executive
team that oversees a
non-profit agency that

Erika Travinski

serves more than 700
individuals. She has been
an advocate for individuals with disabilities for
more than 25 years. Her
dedication to helping the
disability community
has improved the lives
of countless individuals
and their families.
Travinski
graduated from Northeastern
University with a BA
in Psychology. She continued her education
at Assumption College
where she graduated with
her masters, Certificate
of Advanced Graduate
Studies in Rehabilitation
Counseling
and
a
Certified Rehabilitation
Counselor Certification.
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both children and adults
ensuring that everyone
was given the opportunities to live the most fulfilling life. Erika’s compassion and kindness has
touched the lives of so
many.

About Central One
Federal Credit Union
Central One Federal
Credit Union is a notfor-profit financial institution that provides
members with excellent,
personalized
service.
Central One provides a
wide range of savings,
deposit and loan products
designed for the local
community, and has
branches in Shrewsbury,
W e s t b o r o u g h ,
Northborough
and
Auburn; as well as
school-branches in both
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Come grow with your
Chamber of Commerce,
the leading advocate
for local business since
1945. The Chamber of
Central Mass South
serves the towns of
Sturbridge, Southbridge,
Charlton,
Brimfield,
The
Brookfields,
Holland, Spencer, Wales,
Warren and Northern
Connecticut and is an
affiliate of the Worcester
Regional Chamber of
Commerce. If it is time
for you to grow your business and join a dedicated
and passionate business
community, visit the
Chamber of Central Mass
South online at cmschamber.org or reach the
office at 508-347-2761.

State offers
grant funding
to small
businesses
BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Gov. Charlie Baker recently
announced additional grant funding to assist struggling small businesses.
Last week, Baker announced $45.3 million in
grants for approximately 1,100 small businesses.
The funds will be provided as part of the fifth
round of the state’s COVID-19 Small Business
Grant Program.
The majority of the businesses set to receive the
latest round of grants are restaurants, bars, and
retail stores. The funding comes as many local
business owners continue to struggle through a
punishing winter.
“Our administration remains committed to supporting the needs of businesses as we continue to
navigate the pandemic and its economic impact,”
Baker said. “We are pleased to award this latest
round of grants to help small businesses cover
expenses like payroll, rent, and utilities. We look
forward to getting more funding into the hands
of small businesses across the Commonwealth as
soon as possible to support their recovery.”
To date, the Baker-Polito Administration has
awarded more than $277 million in financial supTurn To
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Worcester Art Museum’s
Flora in Winter goes virtual

WORCESTER — Flora
in Winter, the Worcester
Art Museum’s winter floral extravaganza, will be
offered to the public virtuDuring her career, ally this year. One of the
she has worked with region’s most anticipated
annual events, Flora in
Winter displays flower
arrangements inspired
by art in the Museum’s
collection and created
by top floral designers
from throughout central
Massachusetts. Due to
COVID-related capacity restrictions this winter, a limited number of
tickets to enjoy Flora in
person will be available
for Museum members
only. However, a virtual
guided tour of all 24 interpretive arrangements
throughout the Museum
will make the stunning
per year while enrolled beauty of Flora available
in a four-year program for all to enjoy in the comat an accredited college
or university. Three (3)
$1,000 awards are onetime awards, payable to
the student with proof of
attendance.
All applications and
requested documentation
must be dropped off at
any Central One branch
location or emailed to
member_support@centralfcu.com by April 1,
2021.
For more information
and to download the application form, visit https://
www.centralfcu.com/
scholarships

Central One
Federal Credit
Union offers
scholarships
REGION — Central
One Federal Credit Union
is now accepting applications through April 1
for their 2021 Academic
Scholarships for graduating students from
Algonquin Regional High
School, Auburn High
School, Shrewsbury High
School, and Westborough
High School.
Eligibility
requirements for the academic
scholarships are as follows:
-Students must be graduating in May 2021 and
be entering a four year
accredited program in
the fall of 2021 and majoring in Business and/or
Finance.
-Consideration will be
based on academic merit,
school activities/community involvement, and
need.
Each school will have
one recipient selected
from their eligible applicants. One $4,000 award
will be payable at $1,000
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fort of their own homes.

Called “Passport to
Virtual Flora,” the online
package will include a
tour of all floral arrangements and displays—
led by one of Flora’s
Co-chairs—plus a variety of online programs
and demonstrations by
floral design and art history experts. “Passport
to Virtual Flora” will
be available free for
Members; $40 for nonmembers.
Museum
members will automatically receive a link to
the “Passport” package.
Nonmembers can purchase a link to “Passport”
on the Museum’s Web
site: worcesterart.org/
flora.
This year’s Flora in
Winter chairpersons are
Kathy Michie, Sarah

Ribeiro, and Kim Cutler.
Their team oversees the
event and maintains the
flora designs throughout
the four days. Flora in
Winter is supported in
part by the Bernard G.
and Louise B. Palitz Fund
and the Spear Fund for
Public Programs.
“Passport to Virtual
Flora”
A virtual Flora in
Winter
programming
package

“Passport to Virtual
Flora” brings the beauty
and excitement of Flora
in Winter to participants
anywhere in the world.
This virtual programming package—inspired
by
the
Worcester
Wedding Kimono, specially
commissioned
from Chiso, the revered
466-year-old Kyoto-based

kimono house and on
view at the Museum—
can be enjoyed an unlimited number of times
after Feb. 25.
Free for Members and
$40 for nonmembers,
“Passport to Virtual
Flora” provides access to
all Flora online programming. Following completion of advance purchase, guests will receive
a “Passport to Virtual
Flora” link via email on
the first day ofFlora in
Winter — Feb. 25 at 10
a.m. “Passport to Virtual
Flora” is on sale now
through Sunday, Feb. 28
at 6 p.m., and can be purchased at worcesterart.
org/flora.
“Passport to Virtual
Flora” will include the
Turn To
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THIRD PLACE FINISH
Auburn High School’s chapter of We The People celebrate placing third at the state competition on Jan. 30. Photo
courtesy of the high school’s Twitter feed.
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Hitchcock Academy lines up a Fabulously Fun February
BRIMFIELD — Hitchcock Academy
presents a fabulous social distancing community event just in time for
February vacation. It’s a car based
Scavenger Hunt, sponsored by West
Wind Farm in Brimfield.
The Hunt is a fun adventure for
friends and families, which will lead
them throughout Brimfield and the surrounding towns to earn points. Some of
the clues are easy, but all of the clues
will make you think while you learn
local lore and visit areas of geographical
interest. Teams will be given February
vacation week to complete the hunt to
accommodate for any weather event
that may pop up. Although the expectation is that no team will get every
clue, the adventure is set up to bring
maximum enjoyment. Prizes will be
awarded to the top five highest scoring
teams. Some clues will get an automatic
entry into a raffle. The list of clues will
be emailed to teams and posted on the
Hitchcock Academy Scavenger Hunt
Event Page at noon February 16 and
teams will have until 5 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 20 to finish.
Interested participants can go
to Hitchcock Academy’s website and
register a team at the Scavenger Hunt

Event for a fee of $20. “Scavengers”
must provide a photo of their team
and team name prior to the noon Feb.
16 start. Teams earn points by taking
a picture of the entire team with each
clue they find and posting it to the site.
Winners will be announced online and
notified via email the following week
after all team posts have been verified
and points have been tallied. Teams
will be required to follow state laws and
COVID-19 advisories including social
distancing and mask guidelines whenever appropriate throughout the quest.
It’s February and Punxsutawney Phil
has predicted six more weeks of winter
but that’s no reason for us to not look on
the bright side! After all, each day the
sun is shining a bit longer and brighter
in the sky, so we are going to make a
Fabulously Fun February! Hitchcock
Academy will shine a special light
on hope, kindness, and love with the
continuation of our Community Tree.
Through February a tree, decorated
in a Valentine theme, will serve as an
open invitation to community members
to fill its branches with a “heart” felt
message.
Executive Director Cindy Skowyra
says, “The past months have been chal-

lenging in so many ways, so we are
trying to find creative ideas to be a
beacon of light for the community and
bring attention to all that is still good in
the world. We’ve converted one of our
Christmas Trees for people to leave a
message of kindness, hope, or inspiration for their neighbors and the world.”
There are blank heart notes and markers available on Hitchcock Academy’s
porch so anyone can stop by any time
and pen a note of love, of encouragement, or of gratitude to a spouse, partner, a friend - anyone. You can also
bring your own ornament to help fill
the branches of the tree.
Hitchcock will also use its
Facebook and Instagram platforms
to encourage people to participate in
activities to find enjoyment in the many
“National” day celebrations throughout the month such as National Make a
Friend Day, Random Acts of Kindness
Day, Love Your Pet Day and Pokémon
Day. There will also be a Brimfield
based brain teaser. Keep checking our
Facebook for more ways to have fun this
February with Hitchcock Academy!

Cornerstone Bank to award sixteen $2,000 scholarships
SOUTHBRIDGE — Cornerstone Bank,
a community bank with 12 locations
throughout central Massachusetts, will
be awarding sixteen $2,000 scholarships to students in the area it serves.

A Step Ahead

Family Child
“A progressive approach
to family child care” Care Center
Your child deserves quality child care
A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to
enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced

Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers

to help your child learn & grow
Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood
* Meals Provided *

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA • (508) 767-1214

PET
of the
WEEK

Cornerstone Bank is hoping to help 2021
high school graduates throughout their
community pursue higher education
and foster advancement in the fields of
business and finance. The sixteen scholarships will be awarded to the students
who best demonstrate achievement in
academics, extracurricular activities
and community involvement.
“Making sure the future leaders of
America get a great education is so
important to us at Cornerstone Bank,”
said CEO Todd Tallman. “We are excited to be able to help students achieve
their dreams every year to go into the
business or finance industries. Access
to a good education can be difficult for
many students,
especially with
how difficult this
past year has
been, so we hope
the help we are
able to provide
to this group of
graduates helps

them to reach their goals.”
To apply for a scholarship, the student must:
Be a 2021 high school graduate
Reside within 10 miles of a
Cornerstone Bank branch or office
Anticipate being a full-time student
at an accredited, degree-granting institution of higher education
Anticipate studying in a business or
financial field
Demonstrate achievement and high
standards in academics, extracurricular activities, and community involvement
Submit an official transcript and GPA
from their guidance office

Becker College announces
Dean’s List for School of
Graduate & Professional Studies

Small Shelter Big Heart

Meet Liona and Griffin, 6 month old female & male domestic shorthair kittens. This bonded duo is striking to look at. Thay have the softest fur. Liona
and Griffin are new and we are learning about them. They are nervous and get
scared of loud noises. Liona is more nervous than Griffin. They are looking
for an adult home who will be patient with them. They love to play and some
of their favorite toys are the turbo scratcher, wand toys, and ping pong balls.
Once they are comfortable they like to sit with you and snuggle. We believe at
this time they are too nervous to live with a dog To learn more about Liona and
Griffin and our Covid process please adopt@baypathhumane.org

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748
To be a sponsor for a future POW
please contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or call 508-909-4062
Please Support our Sponsor!

WORCESTER — Becker College is proud to announce the
Graduate & Professional Studies Dean’s List for the Fall 2020
semester.
The Dean’s List recognizes all full-time students (24 or more
credit hours earned for the academic year; 12 minimum each
semester - September through May) whose term grade point
average is 3.50 or higher with no grade below a B- and no
incomplete (I) or withdrawal/failing (WF) grades.
Jerrica Bradshaw of Auburn
Diane Longobardi of Auburn
Founded in 1784, Becker College is an undergraduate and
graduate, career-focused private college, providing a supportive and inclusive learning community that prepares
graduates for their first to last careers. Nearly 1,700 students from the United States and around the world attend
Becker College, which has campuses both in Worcester and
Leicester, Massachusetts. With nationally recognized programs in nursing, game design and animal studies, Becker
has been consistently ranked as a “Best College” for undergraduate education by The Princeton Review.

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE
S erv i ng W orc est er Cou nt y for
a l most 60 y ea rs!

Featured Brands
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www.alsoil.com
665 Church St.
Whitinsville, MA
508-234-4545
Mon-Sat 7-5

12 Douglas St.
Uxbridge, MA
508-278-5400
Mon-Sat 7-5

82 Worcester St.
No. Grafton, MA
508-839-6526
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309 West Street
Milford, MA
508-467-0303
Mon-Sat 7-5

Please visit our website for
more locations and more information:
WWW.KOOPMANLUMBER.COM
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In addition, the student must choose
one of the following prompts and submit a one-page typed essay:
1. Are there any challenges you have
had to overcome in your high school
career?
OR
2. What are your goals for the future,
and how will this scholarship assist you
in meeting them?
Applications must be submitted or
postmarked to Cornerstone Bank by
April 5, 2021. Please send all applications toscholarships@cornerstonebank.com, or mail to Cornerstone Bank
Scholarship Committee: P.O. Box 370,
Southbridge, MA, 01550. Selected recipients will be announced by the week of
May 24, 2021. Scholarship funds will be
disbursed to the student after successful completion of the first semester, and
upon presentation of an official copy of
the first semester transcript and second
semester bill.
For more information, and to download the application form, please
visit cornerstonebank.com/scholarships/.
About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank is an independent,
mutual savings bank serving residents,
businesses and communities throughout Central Massachusetts. Our customer promise, Built on Trust, is not
just a brand, but also a corporate focus.
Whether a business or personal partnership, Cornerstone Bank rests on
the foundation that relationships are
built on trust. Deposits are insured in
full by a combination of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the
Depositors Insurance Fund. The Bank is
an Equal Opportunity Employer, Equal
Housing Lender and SBA Preferred
Lender. To learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and business banking
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

ALMANAC
REAL ESTATE
AUBURN

$448,500, 21 Hill St, Goodrich,
Howard W, and Goodrich, Doreen
M, to Correa, Ricky J, and Correa,
Amanda.
$437,200, 24 Heard St, Lewis, Eric L,
and Brady, Susan G, to Fusco, Nicole
A, and Fusco, Brandon.
$399,900, 25 Paul St, Maintanis
IRT, and Dolan, Maria E, to Soutra,
Joseph, and Soutra, Hannah.
$389,900, 31 Lorna Dr, Germain,
Daniel J, and Germain, Alison, to
Korry-Smith, Shaun, and Shakya,
Pratistha.
$360,000, 41 Walsh Ave, Correa,
Ricky J, and Correa, Amanda,
to Moody, Andrew A, and Moody,
Monique M.
$312,000,
38
Highland
St,
Montezuma, Ruben, and Vancelette,
Christine, to Redmond, Monica.
$240,000, 503 Forest Park Dr #503,
Bailey, Kelly J, to Gnieski, Michael,
and Gnieski, Miriam.
$185,000, 7 Aurilla St, Peterson
Dorothy Ann Est, and SoderbergGomez, Karen, to Murad, Lynda.

STONEBRIDGE PRESS PHOTO POLICY

As a community oriented family of newspapers, Stonebridge Press
welcomes photos from readers, business owners, and other outside
sources for publication in any of its titles. Any photos submitted for
publication become the property of Stonebridge Press, and may
be displayed in our newspapers, as well as on our Web site. They
may also be made available for resale, with any proceeds going to
Stonebridge Press and/or the photo re-print vendor.
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Country Bank supports community with
more than $1.3 million in donations
WORCESTER — Country Bank, a
full-service financial institution serving central and western Massachusetts,
proudly reported donations and sponsorships for 2020, totaling $1.3 million.
Through the bank’s philanthropic efforts,
it provides support to local non-profits
throughout the communities it serves;
in 2020, more than 400 of these organizations received generous donations.
The pandemic has left businesses and
individuals facing continued looming
uncertainties. Many non-profits struggled from the economic fallout, and
they looked to community partners like
Country Bank for assistance. Country
Bank donated more than $500,000 to
area hospitals and first responder housing efforts to provide the financial and
tangible emergency resources needed
to support their mission during the
pandemic.
“On behalf of the Southbridge Hotel,
we are enormously grateful to the people at Country Bank for their support
in assisting with the critical housing
needs of the public safety persons and
hospital staff in Southbridge. The leadership demonstrated by their President
and CEO, Paul Scully, is remarkable.
As one of our most important lenders,

Country Bank has once again demonstrated a strong civic commitment and
a true partnership with the business
community, a partnership that goes
above and beyond expectations,” stated Chip Norton, Manager, of Franklin
Realty Advisors LLC, and part owner of
the Southbridge Hotel and Conference
Center.
Other organizations receiving support included the Boys and Girls Club
of Worcester, the Greater Worcester
Community Foundation, Why Me and
Sherry’s House, Provision Ministry,
and the Worcester Youth Center.
Recognizing the importance and overwhelming need to help organizations
that address hunger, Country Bank
provided monetary donations to food
programs throughout the region that
exceeded $100,000. The recipients of
these funds included The Mustard Seed,
St. John’s Food Program, the Worcester
County Food Bank, and many local food
pantries.
“As a community partner, we care
deeply about the sustainability of our
communities. As such, and in recognizing the burdens that our communities have experienced throughout this
year, we were honored to offer support
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during what has been the most stressful
The Auburn News is committed to accuracy
time in our history. Supporting and
in all its news reports. Although numerous
enriching our communities is not only
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate
a part of our mission; it’s simply who
we are as an organization,” stated Paul
reporting, mistakes can occur.
Scully, President and CEO of Country
Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at
Bank.
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely
2021 will continue to provide chalmanner.
lenges to the non-profit sector, and they
If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106
will once again rely heavily on their
or
email news@stonebridgepress.news during
community bank partners to help them
normal business hours. During non-business
with their mission to help those they
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice
serve. Community banks are a critical
resource and will be called upon to
mailbox. The editor will return your phone
continue with much needed additional
call.
assistance in 2021.
To learn more about Country Bank’s
charitable giving program, visit www.
countrybank.com/about-us.
About
Country
Bank
Country Bank is a full-service mutual
community bank serving central and
western Massachusetts with 14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield,
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham,
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton,
and Worcester. Country Bank is a member of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM network.
DURHAM, New Hampshire — Alexi
Country Bank can be reached at 800-322- Archambault of Auburn graduated
8233 or online at countrybank.com.
Summa Cum Laude from the University
of New Hampshire in December 2020.
He/she earned a BS in Genetics.
Students who received the honor
Summa Cum Laude graduated with a
GPA of 3.85-4.0: Students who received
the honor of Magna Cum Laude graduated with a GPA of 3.65-3.84; and students who received the honor of Cum
Laude graduated with a GPA of 3.50-3.64.
Students are only graduated after the
Registrar’s
Office has certified that all
the globe.
Pierangeli sadly admitted the trip degree requirements have been successcouldn’t take place further postponing fully completed. Participating in the
the 35th annual excursion to Europe for commencement ceremony is the act
Shepherd Hill. However, this creates of honoring and celebrating academic
more complications for students eagerly achievement.
The University of New Hampshire,
awaiting the trip, including soon-to-be
founded
in 1866, is a world-class pubgraduating seniors. In total 51 seniors
are registered for the trip along with 37 lic research university with the feel of
juniors and six sophomores. The diffi- a New England liberal arts college. A
culty comes with trying to accommo- land, sea, and space-grant university,
date all of these students after canceling UNH is the state’s flagship public institution, enrolling 13,000 undergraduate
the trip for a second time.
Several options were presented to and 2,500 graduate students.
the School Committee that were all
approved for students to pick how they
would like to proceed. The first is a tentative rescheduling of the trip to early
August which would take place prior
to the start of the year for most colleges
11 acres
allowing outgoing seniors a chance to
attend. The committee also discussed
205 ft. frontage
a backup date of spring or summer
on paved highway
2022 in case the August trip cannot
take place due to COVID. Finally, there
ready for construction
is an option for students specifically
seniors, to cancel their reservation and
receive a fully transferable future travel voucher that would allow them to
take the trip on their own or embark on
a different trip of their choosing. The
School Committee voted to approve the
options brought forth by Pierangeli and
charged her will reaching out the students about their options and the plans
moving forward.

Alexi Archambault
of Auburn graduates
from University of
New Hampshire

Shepherd Hill Global Studies trip
postponed again
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON – Shepherd
Hill Regional High Schools students will
have to wait a little longer to explore the
world beyond the United States. Due to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the
Global Studies trip to Europe has once
again been postponed after being put
on hold in early 2020 as the COVID-19
pandemic first began to take its toll on
the national stage.
Mary Pierangeli, who is coordinating
the trip, said at a January meeting of
the Regional School Committee that
she believes international and global
awareness is essential to the education
of Shepherd Hill students which is why
these trips overseas are so important.
Sadly, though the pandemic has caused
many countries to keep their borders
closed and thus made travel either
impossible or extremely complicated
requiring quarantines and COVID testing both upon arrival and return to the

United States.
“Last March, the trips to Eastern
Europe were cancelled and many of
those students moved to the 2021 trip.
I certainly never thought that a year
later we would be dealing with the same
problem. However, the pandemic is not
showing any sign of slowing down at
the present time. Although we have
two approved vaccines, the rollout of
those vaccines has been slower than
anticipated and the establishment of
that heard immunity that would signal
a beginning of more or less normal
has been delayed. This problem doesn’t
exist just in the U.S., it exists all over
the world. The European Union has
closed its borders to most countries.
They are also distributing the vaccine,
but according to what I’ve read there is
less availability, and they might not be
able to immunize as quickly as we are
in the United States,” Pierangeli said.
She also noted the rise in a new
COVID variant in the United Kingdom
which has also caused concerns across

Open Sky’s Bridge Training Institute launches
virtual series on mental health in schools
WORCESTER
—
Open
Sky
Community
Services
recently
announced the launch of its “Mental
Health in School” series scheduled to
begin virtually on Feb. 5, 2021 through
the Bridge Training Institute. The
Bridge Training Institute, headed by
Suzy Langevin LICSW, LADC I, offers
continuing education workshops and
personalized consultation services that
focus on evidence-based and best practice treatment models.
“Supporting students’ mental health
has taken on a whole new level of
importance in light of the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Langevin, Director of
Training & Professional Development
at Open Sky Community Services. “The
Bridge Training Institute is grateful to
have the opportunity to help support
schools through these challenges, and
in turn support their students through
this crisis and the next steps.”
The Mental Health in Schools series
provides a multi-faceted look at supporting social emotional learning and
overall student mental health, from
district-and-school-wide interventions
to individual neurobiological development. Led by leading local experts in
the field, Fran Kuehn, LICSW, and Dr.
Sharon Saline, PsyD, these workshops
will help all school personnel feel better equipped to impact their students’
social emotional learning.

“There is no learning without relationships,” says Fran Kuehn, LICSW.
“The schools that will be the most successful in bringing kids back into the
classroom after remote learning will
be the ones who are focused on those
relationships.”
For more information about Open
Sky Community Services, please contact Lorie Martiska, lorie.martiska@
openskycs.org
For more information about the
Bridge Training Institute and its 20202021 training calendar, please visit the
website www.thebridgetraininginstitute.org or contact traininginstitute@
openskycs.org
About Open Sky Community Services
Open Sky Community Services is dba
for Alternatives Unlimited, Inc. and The
Bridge of Central MA. Open Sky offers
a wide range of services for adults,
adolescents, and children with mental health challenges, developmental
and intellectual disabilities, substance
use disorders, brain injury, homelessness and other challenges throughout Central Massachusetts. Open Sky
Community Services has over 1,300 dedicated employees and an annual budget
of $83M with more than 100 programs
throughout the region. For more information, please visit www.openskycs.
org.

AMERICA’S WIRE MESH COMPANY
Riverdale Mills, located in Northbridge, just 15 minutes from Worcester and
Northern Rhode Island, is a leading U.S. manufacturer of high quality
engineered welded mesh solutions.
COME GROW WITH US!
Our expanding business has created a need to grow our team. If you want
to be part of a growing, successful organization this could be your next long
term role.
FULL TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE ON ALL SHIFTS
• Welding Machine Operators • Manufacturing Machine Operators
• Shipping Assistant
• Forklift Driver/Material Handlers
• Maintenance Mechanic
• Industrial Electricians
We offer opportunities for career advancement, competitive compensation,
and a superb benefits package that includes health, dental and vision plans,
401(k), paid vacation, tuition reimbursement, and much more!
APPLY ONLINE TODAY! WWW.RIVERDALE.COM/CAREERS

LAND FOR SALE

Woodstock CT – $90,000

508-344-0732

j
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Friday’s Child

jjj

Hi! My name is Kye
and I love to be outdoors!
Kye is a young boy of African-American and Caucasian
descent who is looking for a family with room in their hearts and
home to provide him with a forever family. He enjoys legos, sports,
and video games. Kye does well
when he has a chance to be outside; he loves to run and play. He
also likes fishing and camping.
Kye does well in school when
properly motivated and enjoys interacting with other children, especially those that are older than
him.
Legally freed for adoption, a
family of any constellation will be
considered for Kye, as long as
they are willing to maintain his
relationship with his sister. Kye
Kye
does well in a home setting and
Age 11
benefits from structure and routine. Other siblings in the home
are okay, but it would be best if Kye could be the youngest. An active family
is highly recommended, as Kye has a great personality with lots of energy.
Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If
you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.
The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help
connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good
match for.
To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent place to call home.
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Valentine’s Day Facts & Trivia

Wallethub reports 73%
of Americans feel it’s
more important than ever
to celebrate Valentine’s
Day this year given this
state of the pandemic.
While some festivities
may have to be curtailed
due to COVID restrictions, statistics show the
basic sentiments of the
romantic holiday will
thrive this February 14th.
With this spirit in
mind, this week’s column
will highlight Valentine’s
Day trivia and fun facts.
**
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Power: Valentine’s Day
is one of the biggest flower buying holidays of the
year. The red rose, representing love, remains
the most popular flower
purchased in the U.S. In
fact, approximately 250
million roses, most of
which are red, are produced for Valentines Day.
While most people
know a red rose means
“love,” did you know the
number of roses you give
or receive also has significance? Interpreting a
message from the number
of roses sent and received

is an old fashioned tradition that is making a
comeback. Here is the
rundown according to
Teleflora:
One rose: Love at first
sight, or years later “you
are still the one.”
Two roses: Mutual love
and affection.
Three roses: The traditional three-month anniversary gift also simply
means “I love you.”
Six roses: Infatuation,
or “I want to be yours.”
Nine roses: Eternal
love or “I want to be with

ful European decals.
Esther’s valentines
were a huge success
and within a few years,
she built her cottage
business into a $100,000
a year enterprise. In
1879 she partnered with
Edward Taft of North
Grafton to establish the
New England Valentine
Company (NEVCO).
The
remarkable
achievements of Esther
Howland did not go
unnoticed, earning the
19th century entrepreneur the title of «The
Mother of the American
Valentine,” and ensuring
her place in both local
and national history.
Today, collectors covet
original Esther Howland
valentines, which are
identified by embossed
paper lace, floral motifs,
and bright paper backgrounds. Howland cards
often bear a red H on
the back. “NEV CO” is
embossed on later cards.
**
V-Day Fun Facts:
*Cupid, another symbol of Valentines Day,
became associated with
it because he was the son
of Venus, the Roman god
of love and beauty.
*The expression “wearing your heart on your
sleeve” has origins in a
Victorian Valentine’s
Day tradition.
Girls
would write their names
on paper, which would
be drawn by young
man. Once drawn, the
man would “wear” the
girl’s name on his sleeve
to claim her as his valentine
To wear your heart on
your sleeve now means
that it is easy for other
people to know how you
are feeling.
* For centuries it has
been claimed that certain
scents have aphrodisiac
qualities, with no reliable
evidence to back up the
claims However, in 1998,
neurologist and psychiatrist Dr. Alan Hirsch
published some intriguing findings, which people are still buzzing about
today.
His research revealed
women are attracted to
the smell of black licorice, citrus, and banana
nut bread. The study
found men felt romantic when they smelled
baked cinnamon buns,
pumpkin pie, and laven-

TAKE
THE

HINT
KAREN
TRAINOR
you forever.”
10 roses: A perfect 10
means “You are perfection.”
12 roses: A dozen means
“be mine forever.”
24 roses: If one dozen
says “be mine,” two
dozen says “I’m yours.”
whether you want it or
not.
25 roses: This means
“congratulations.”
36 roses: Three dozen
says “I’m head over
heels in love” or “I will
remember our romantic
moments.”
40 roses: Forty roses
says what 10, 20, or 30
can’t: “My love for you is
genuine.”
**
Valentine
History:
According
to the Greeting Card
Association, 145 million
Valentine’s Day cards are
exchanged each year! Did
you know the nearby city
of Worcester boasts a historical link that cements
its place in the early
history of Valentine’s
Day cards? The Central
Mass city was hailed as
the “Valentine Capitol of
the World” well into the
20th century, thanks to
an innovative Worcester
woman who is credited
with turning the lace
valentine into a major
industry.
The first American
made valentines were
sold for Valentine’s Day,
1849, designed and made
by Esther Howland, the
daughter of a Worcester
stationer. So impressed
was Esther when she
received a fancy English
valentine shortly after
graduating from Mount
Holyoke College in 1847,
that she returned to her
Worcester home inspired
to recreate the embossed,
lacy cards.
Miss Howland began
by hiring her friends
to assemble the valentines, working from
the Howland home on
Summer Street.
The
ornate cards often included gilded lace and color-

der. Surprisingly, cinnamon rolls were found to
prompt favorable romantic reactions from both
men and women.
*The
Chocolate
Connection: Dr. Hirsch
also noted the euphoria
of falling in love and
chocolate may be connected because phenyl
ethylamine is elevated
during the early stages
of infatuation and attraction. Since chocolate contains this chemical, both
chocolate and falling in
love will produce similar
changes in brain chemistry, he noted.
*
According
to
the
National
Retail
Federation,
one
in
four people will give
Valentine’s Day gifts to
their pets this year.
*Alexander Graham
Bell applied for his patent on the telephone,
an
“Improvement
in
Telegraphy”,
on
Valentine’s Day, 1876.
**
Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House
Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renowned restaurant, located on Route
131 across the town
common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I’m
in the business of dispensing tips, not inventing them (although I can
take credit for some), I’m
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!
Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regarding household or garden
matters? If so, why not
share them with readers of Stonebridge Press
newspapers? Send questions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o the
Southbridge
Evening
News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for dinner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

Charlton signs new cable
access contract with Spectrum
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The town of Charlton
has approved a new contract with
Spectrum continuing a partnership
with the company previously known as
Charter Communications for another
decade and beyond.
Selectmen took up the matter of
the new contract during a meeting
on Jan. 26 where they consulted with
General Counsel William August and
Cable Access Committee member Eric
Borgeson who both saw the contract as
an improvement on the previous fiveyear deal that expired in 2019. The Cable
Access Committee worked through
much of 2020 to finalize an agreement.
General Counsel William August said
that he and other working on the contract felt “very good” about the deal calling it “solid” and a “strong package.”
“We all felt confident – It ensures
the continuity of these local facilities
that are, in most towns, growing in
importance especially with the pandemic where you want as much connectivity
and technology options for connectivity
as possible,” August told selectmen.
The agreement including annual
Public Education Governmental Access
Funding to continue three local community television channels. It also includes
a one-time equipment of capital grant
form community television studios,
equipment and facilities of $90,000 payable in the first year of the contract. The
contract is also double the commitment
of the previous deal with ten years guaranteed rather than the five years of the

previous contracts.
“That’s good for multiple reasons,”
August said. “I think it’s important to
mention for the public and for selectmen, this is a non-exclusive license. We
often hear questions at public hearings
‘why is there only one cable company’
and ‘the town must’ve given them some
kind of exclusive deal.’ No, we negotiated a very clear-cut non-exclusivity
which Spectrum is always willing to
do when requested and inserted by the
town – Should competition arise and
show interest you have a non-exclusive license. The door is open. Not that
everyone is applying for competitive
licenses right now, but the pendulum
swings back and forth on that.”
Eric Borgeson of the Cable Access
Committee also spoke highly of the deal
encouraging selectmen to support the
contract.
“This is a ten-year contract, and this
is with a company that is changing
rapidly,” Borgeson said. “Who really
has cable service anymore? Well, everybody really does, but it’s not your traditional TV service. It’s really about
the Internet. It’s about the Zoom calls.
It’s about doing what we’re doing today
and that’s what the committee really
strove to protect and make sure that
as the industry changes that we are
protected.”
Borgeson called the deal a “good solid
foundation” that puts the town in “a
great position now and down the road
for broadcasting on cable.”
Selectmen unanimously approved the
new contract securing a cable access
strategy for the next decade.
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Alumna speaks at Worcester State’s
Girls & Women in Sports event
WORCESTER
—
The Worcester State
University
Athletics
Department
celebrated National Girls &
Women in Sports Day
on Wednesday afternoon
with a virtual event
featuring Lancer softball alumnae Marissa

Avanzato ‘16.
Celebrated annually,
National Girls & Women
in Sports Day, powered
by the Women’s Sports
Foundation, “inspires
girls and women to play
and be active, (and) to
realize their full power,”
says the Women’s Sports

Foundation on their
website. “NGWSD honors the achievements of
female athletes, coaches
and leaders and continues to Lead Her Forward
by acknowledging the
power of sports to unlock
her limitless potential.”
Avanzato was a three-

Selectmen set priorities
for 2021
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON
–
Selectmen in Charlton
have made their priorities know for the first
half of the concluding
half of the 2021 fiscal year
ending this June.
Town Administrator
Andrew
Golas
had
requested that all of the
selectmen in town give
him a list of priorities
through the first half of
2021 to help guide discussions in the ensuing
months. On Jan. 29, Golas
revealed the results
showing that making
progress on a new fire
station was the most
listed priority while the
remaining goals provided a variety of focusses
across the board.
Selectmen
Karen
Spiewak, Bill Borowski
and Patricia Rydlak all
listed the fire station as a
priority that needs to be

addressed over the next
six months. In addition to
the fire station, Selectmen
Borowski chose to prioritize improving the
financial stability and
balanced budgeting of the
town, continue to address
traffic issues and reviewing other infrastructure needs in the town.
Selectman Spiewak chose
to prioritize performance
evaluations for department heads and the town
administrator, create better tools for customer service and establish a policy relative to access to
legal counsel. Selectman
Rydlak also wants to prioritize performance evaluations but also wants to
town to put more focus
on spotlighting volunteers and related needs as
well as communications
with the board concerning interdepartmental
issues.
While Selectman David
Singer didn’t have the

fire department at the
top of his list, he moving to a true Department
of Public Works was a
priority he would like to
see addressed. Among
Singer’s other priorities
were reducing an eliminating certain fees, making progress on aggressive water projects and
putting a sex offender
bylaw, which Singer has
been working on alongside Selectmen Borowski,
on a 2021 town meeting
warrant.
Selectman
Stephen Koronis was not
able to submit his priorities prior to the meeting
but did say that many of
his concerns were “pretty much covered” in the
priorities set by his fellow selectmen.
Golas said he plans
to work with selectmen
both one-on-one and as a
group to determine how
to best approach some of
these goals before the end
of the fiscal year.

year member of the
Lancer softball team,
where she helped lead
Worcester State to the 2016
MASCAC Championship
and was a three-time
Spring
All-Academic
team selection, while
also a three-year member
of the Student-Athlete
Advisory
Committee
(SAAC). She was the
President of Lambda Pi
Eta, Worcester State’s
Communication Honor
Society, as well as a
member of the Chi Alpha
Sigma Athletic Honor
Society.
After
graduation,
Avanzato began her
career in athletic communications at Villanova
University,
serving
as an intern. After one
year, she began a graduate assistant position
at Eastern Tennessee
State University, and in
2019, began her current
role serving as Assistant
Director of Athletic
Communications
at
Texas A&M University.
Her career in collegiate
athletics started almost
as soon as she stepped
foot on Worcester State’s
campus as a freshman
in the fall of 2012. She
was granted federal
work-study, and began
working for Worcester
State baseball coach and
work-study
manager
Dirk Baker. “That was
my first real start in anything in collegiate athletics,” she said.
Being around the
baseball team, Avanzato
believed she would follow

in her brother’s footsteps,
as he works for the New
York Yankees, before
her senior year when she
realized she could make
a career in college athletics. “I started shadowing
(then sports information
director) Nikki Narducci
a ton, which gave me a lot
of experience. I learned
(the statistics programs),
writing, and a handful of
other things that I never
even knew about.”
Avanzato admitted that
she still didn’t have an
abundance of experience
after graduation, but that
persistence was what got
her into the athletic communications field. “I still
have this on my Mac, I
applied to 32 different
internships, graduate
assistant positions, and
marketing, social media,
and sports information
positions,” she said to
the
student-athletes.
“Villanova ended up
being the one that gave
me my first shot, and I
learned a ton in that first
year.”
What Avanzato ultimately took from the
experience of applying
for 32 jobs, and what she
preached to the Worcester
State student-athlete was
to “never give up, and
just keep shooting.”
As primary media contact for the Aggie women’s volleyball and softball programs, Avanzato
regularly travels around
the country with the
teams. Spending time
with these college athletes has made her real-

ize that the relationships
she gained after walking
onto the Worcester State
softball team her sophomore year are her fondest memories of her four
years on Chandler Street.
“Even in quarantine, a
few of us got on a Zoom
together,” she said. “I
haven’t seen these people since six years ago,
and it was amazing to see
where we all were.
“The relationships that
we built, the opportunity
to play the game we love,
and being able to say I
was a college athlete have
all become part of my
career. Being an sports
information director is
about the closest thing to
not being an athlete anymore. That’s the reason
I love being an SID so
much - the relationships
I get to build with my
players, and watching
them succeed and grow
as players.”
“I would like to send
a huge thank you to
Marissa for coming on
and speaking with our
student-athletes,” said
Worcester State Director
of Athletics Michael
Mudd. “I think our
women student-athletes
here at Worcester State
are rockstars. They have
continued to succeed not
only in competition, but
in the classroom, in the
community, and even
some on the frontlines of
the pandemic.”

Community
Connection

Your area guide to buying, dining & shopping locally!
Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style
Lunch, Dinner,
and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!
Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Grand Opening!

Custom Embroidery
& Heat Transfer

Elsie G’s

Creations & More

Shop

Your Craft Fair Year Round Store
The new place to shop year-round
craft and vendor goods!

Valentine’s Day gifts
Customize gift baskets for any occasion
Avon, Chalk Couture, The Cocoa-Exchange,
Carol’s Gifts, Pampered Chef, Tish’s Craft Corner and
Java Momma Crafters will have
crochet products, Gnomes, wreaths, candles,
soap and so much more!

NOW OPEN

Classes
Starting Soon!

65 Southbridge St., #104 • Auburn, MA
Hours: Wed-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 10-6; Sun 10-4

Here for all of your
embroidery and
screen printing needs!

NEW LOCATION:

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane
PROPANE
PRICE PER GAL. Tanks Filled
75-150 .................... $2.20
to 80%
150-300 .................. $1.85
Driver
300-500 .................. $1.65
Discretion
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 2/8/21 was

$

2.14 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

retail, rental properties, and
Welcome to Everyday
much more!
Business & Tax solutions!
After being part of a
My name is Danielle, and I
company merger and
have been in the field for 10
realizing that the big
years, beginning my work
corporate game wasn’t for
in tax preparation shortly
me, I decided to take the
after my 2nd daughter was
leap into opening my own
born. The experience made
practice, bringing it back
me fall in love with helping
to the roots of what I love
taxpayers
understand
Danielle Perron,
the most, my clients! I have
how the tax system works,
EA,
Owner,
Enrolled
Agent
been established since 2018
so I went back to school to
and have already met many
complete my Bachelor’s of
Science in Accounting. Over the years, I incredible taxpayers, all of whom have
have worked closely with many different their own varying levels of complexities.
small business owners ranging in fields Contact me today to see the ways I can
from automotive, restaurants, salons, help you or your small business!

2020 had its share of
headaches, Don’t let your
taxes be another one!

With all the packages rolling
out for 2020, make sure you
are getting what’s yours!

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge

508-764-0555

JEWELERS
508-248-9797

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES

Fine Jewelry & Gifts
The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD
Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER

Work with us, your local and trusted Tax Professionals to ensure
you get every penny in your refund! It’s what we do!

•Personal income tax for single or married taxpayers
•Small business tax returns
•Tax guidance and planning for the coming years

15% Discount for
Essential Workers!

JEWELERS™

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Call 508-892-5282 for a FREE consultation
or visit www.everydaybusinessandtax.com for more information
*Contactless service available!
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Endicott College announces local Dean’s List students

BEVERLY — Endicott College, the
first college in the U.S. to require
internships of its students, is pleased to
announce its Fall 2020 Dean’s List students. In order to qualify for the Dean’s
List, a student must obtain a minimum
grade point average of 3.5, receive no
letter grade below “C,” have no withdrawal grades, and be enrolled in a
minimum of 12 credits for the semester.
The following students have met
these requirements:
Charlton
Hailey
Demers,
Biology/
Biotechnology,
Jill
Demers
and
Steve
Demers
Sarah Horgan, Interior Design,
Elizabeth Horgan and Timothy Horgan
Emma Hurley, Libl Studies/Education,
Lisa Hurley and Gregory Hurley
Payton Krukonis, Nursing, Donna
Krukonis and Stephen Krukonis
Brynne Mandeville, Hospitality
Management, Tina Mandeville and
Paul Mandeville

Douglas
Lauren Bek, Hospitality Management,
Mary Anne Bek and Stephen Bek
Leah Haire, Liberal Studies,
Christine Haire and Colin Haire
Maddison Murray, Libl Studies/
Education, Diane Beals and Timothy
Murray
Grafton
Stephanie
Butler,
English,
Pamela Butler and Gary Butler
Abigail Seely, Art Therapy, Sarah
Kasanovich and Darren Seely
Milford
Hannah
Currie,
Hospitality
Management,
Ann
Currie
and
Lloyd
Currie
Kaylee
Harmon,
Hospitality
Management,
Doreen
ZinckHarmon
and
Thomas
Harmon
Megan Larouco, Nursing, Cheryl
Larouco
and
John
Larouco

QCC awarded Donnelly
Workforce Success grant
WORCESTER — Quinsigamond
Community College was one of only two
community colleges awarded a 2020/2021
Kenneth J. Donnelly Workforce Success
Grant for Expanded Training Capacity
& Employment Program Performance.
QCC was awarded a $197,183 Grant
that will provide funding for unemployed residents to take part in the
College’s Administrative Medical
Professional
Program.
Donnelly
Workforce Success Grants serve people across Massachusetts whose
life experiences and circumstances
make it difficult for them to succeed
in employment without targeted support. QCC’s Workforce Development
and Continuing Education (CWDCE)
will provide training and placement
services for 40 eligible, unemployed residents in the Central MA region.
Eligible students who take part in
the program can realize a career as
a Medical Administrative Assistant in
a variety of healthcare settings such
as hospitals and health systems, physicians’ offices, clinics, long-term care
facilities, surgery centers, ambulatory
surgery centers, rehabilitation centers,
and other types of healthcare settings.
Students in the program will learn the
roles and responsibilities of a healthcare team, interpersonal communication, medical records management,
compliance with HIPAA, and diagnostic
and procedural coding. Students will
also learn how to handle medical emergencies to prepare for, and appropriate-

ly respond to various life-threatening
emergencies in the medical office setting. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
projects that from 2019 to 2029, Medical
Administrative Assistants will more
than quadruple the job growth rate of
all other occupations.
“We are presently recruiting for two
classes that will begin in the Spring/
Summer,” said Kathie Manning, dean
of the CWDCE. “This program includes
all materials, as well as the certification
test.”
Students enrolled in the program are
expected to work a minimum of 30 hours
per week (remote or in-person) once
they have completed the course and
obtained certification. Students who
complete the program and are employed
for 60 days at 30-hours-a-week are eligible to receive a $500 stipend.
“To maintain a competitive and sustainable economy, Massachusetts must
continue to invest in a skilled and welltrained workforce,” said Governor
Charlie Baker. “These grants will give
workers and companies the opportunity
to gain access to occupations critical
to the future economic success of the
Commonwealth.”
To learn more about the program,
email cce@qcc.mass.edu or call 508-7517900.
For more information about QCC,
contact Josh Martin, Director of
Institutional Communications at 508854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

Isabelle
Mathieu,
Interior
Architecture,
Michelle
Simpson
Mikayla Michelson, Digital Media,
Karen Michelson and Gary Michelson
Jillian Paccico, Nursing, Nara
Paccico and Lawrence Paccico
Maggie Rothberg, Hospitality
Management,
Lynn
Rothberg
and
Marc
Rothberg
Millbury
Megan Dunne, Art Therapy,
Pamela Dunne and John Dunne
Megan
Lawson,
Nursing,
Kelly Lawson and Paul Lawson
Victoria McGovern, Engineering,
Carolyn Leary and Robert McGovern
Jacquelyn Pariseau, Biology/
Biotechnology , Finance, Gina
Pariseau
and
Craig
Pariseau
Kasey Teixeira, Nursing, Susan
Teixeira and Joseph Teixeira
Northbridge
Maeve
Buckley,
Studies/Education,
Buckley
and
Mark

Libl
Gail
Buckley

Oxford
Victoria Sheehan, Nursing, Donna
Sheehan and Brian Sheehan
Sturbridge
Melissa Izzio, Interior Architecture,
Tricia
Izzio
and
Brian
Izzio
Sutton
Isabella Fitman, Interior Design,
Julie Fitman and Thomas Fitman
Claudia
Houde,
Marketing,
Melissa Houde and William Houde

Nicholas
Maselek,
Finance,
Andrea Maselek and Scott Maselek
Upton
Maria
Buono,
Mrktng
Comm/Advertising,
Diana
Buono
and
Joseph
Buono
Mackenzie
Morgan,
Finance,
Gail Morgan and Daniel Morgan
Kaitlyn Schimp, Nursing, Shannon
Schimp and Christoper Schimp
Uxbridge
Kiara Griffith, Nursing, Kimberly
Griffith
and
Mark
Griffith
Erin Jones, Psychology, Carla
Jones
and
Michael
Jones
Payton
Nestor,
Nursing,
Lisa Nestor and Scott Nestor
Webster
Cassidy Thorpe, Nursing, Jennifer
Thorpe and Jeffrey Thorpe
W
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Nicole Cella, Interior Design, Diane
Cella and Christopher Cella
About
Endicott
College
Endicott College offers doctorate, master’s, bachelor’s, and associate degree
programs at its campus on the scenic
coast of Beverly, Mass., with additional sites in Boston, online, and at U.S.
and international locations. Endicott
remains true to its founding principle
of integrating professional and liberal
arts education with internship opportunities across disciplines. For more,
visit endicott.edu.

Local students named to
Holy Cross’ Fall 2020
Dean’s List
WORCESTER — A total of 1,453 students were named to College of the
Holy Cross’ Dean’s List for outstanding
academic achievement during the fall
semester of the 2020-21 academic year.
The following local students made the
list:
Charyl Kahale of Auburn, a member
of the Class of 2022, majoring in Political
Science
Peter Oliver of Auburn, a member of
the Class of 2022, majoring in Chemistry
Elisabeth Villa of Auburn, a member of the Class of 2022, majoring in
Psychology
Olivia Curnen of Auburn, a member
of the Class of 2023, majoring in History
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students

must pass four or more letter-graded
courses with no failing grades during
the semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or
higher.
About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy Cross, in
Worcester, Mass., is among the nation’s
leading liberal arts institutions. A
highly selective, four-year, exclusively
undergraduate college of 3,100 students,
Holy Cross is renowned for offering
a rigorous, personalized education in
the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its
founding in 1843, Holy Cross has made a
positive impact in society by graduating
students who distinguish themselves as
thoughtful leaders in business, professional and civic life.

Dean’s,
President’s
List students
named at UA
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — A total of
13,128 students enrolled during the fall
2020 term at The University of Alabama
made the Dean’s List with academic
records of 3.5 or above (on a 4.0 scale),
or the President’s List with academic
records of 4.0 (all A’s).
The UA Dean’s and President’s Lists
recognize full-time undergraduate students. The lists do not apply to graduate
students or undergraduate students who
take less than a full course load.
Christopher Keyes of Auburn was
named to the Dean’s List.
Nicolas Spanos of Auburn was named
to the Dean’s List.
Bridget White of Auburn was named
to the Dean’s List.
The University of Alabama, the state’s
oldest and largest public institution
of higher education, is a student-centered research university that draws
the best and brightest to an academic
community committed to providing a
premier undergraduate and graduate
education. UA is dedicated to achieving
excellence in scholarship, collaboration
and intellectual engagement; providing
public outreach and service to the state
of Alabama and the nation; and nurturing a campus environment that fosters
collegiality, respect and inclusivity.
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Antique finds
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Aglaonema ‘Siam Red’ (Red Chinese
Evergreen) is a popular low light plant
that can brighten up any space with its
beautiful foliage

EDITORIAL

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

Low light, low
maintenance
houseplants

Why we
listen to the
groundhog
Tuesday, Feb. 2 was Groundhog Day,
and it was reported that Punxsutawney
Phil came out of his burrow at Gobbler’s
Knob, where he saw his own shadow.
This means that we will have six more
weeks of winter. We’ll take it!
This North American tradition is
derived from the Pennsylvania Dutch
superstition that if the groundhog sees
it’s shadow due to clear weather, it will
go back to its den and winter will last
just a few weeks longer. If the animal
does not see it’s shadow due to the
clouds, spring will come early.
This lore originated from German
speaking areas where the groundhog is
considered the most accurate forecasting animal. Each year, a Groundhog
Day ceremony is held in Punxsutawney,
Pa., and is always well attended.
The Pennsylvania Dutch, immigrated
from German speaking parts of Europe.
Groundhog in German is ‘grun’daks.’
In Europe, the Germans had an existing tradition of marking Candlemas
as ‘Badger Day,’ where if a badger
appeared on a sunny day, casting a
shadow, winter would be extended. In
some areas a bear or a fox took on the
forecasting responsibility.
In Irish folklore, St. Brighid’s Day,
Feb. 1, is the first day of spring, which
begins the farmer’s year. Seeing a
hedgehog was a sign of good weather.
The earliest mention of Groundhog
Day appeared in 1840, in the diary of
James L. Morris of Morgantown, Pa.,
who was talking about his German
neighbors. In 1886, the observance of
Groundhog Day was mentioned in the
Punxsutawney Spirit newspaper. It
noted, “Up to the time of going to press,
the beast has not seen its shadow.”
One year later, a group of townspeople
went to Gobbler’s Knob in search of the
groundhog and so began the tradition.
Pre-COVID, gatherings to celebrate in
Punxsutawney grew as large as 40,000.
Clymer Freas, who was born in
1867 and passed away in 1942, is said
to be the one who created the idea of
Groundhog Day. Freas was the Editor
of the Punxsutawney Spirit. In 1899, a
Groundhog Club was formed in town
including a hunt and a feast. It is
said that groundhog tastes like a cross
between chicken and pork. We’ll pass
on finding out.
In 1993, Bill Murray and Andie
MacDowell starred in the comedy
“Groundhog Day,” which is now considered a cult classic. We must admit
to enjoying Mr. Murray more in “What
About Bob?” but that’s an editorial for
another time. Baby steps.
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There has been a lot of antique news famous figures from the women’s rights
since my last antique and collectibles movement, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
news column. Three important antique Susan B. Anthony. Hale took the photo of
finds have been reported within the past Susan B. Anthony in 1905, a year before
month, beginning with some
she died. David Whitcomb concoins that were literally uncovsigned the collection to a nearby
ered in Poland.
auction house. The collection is
The Archaeological Institute
expected to sell for $100,000.
of America reports that mediThe Canadian Broadcasting
eval coins were recently
Company (CBC) reported that an
found in a Polish cornfield.
Edmonton, Alberta antique dealArchaeologist Adam K dzierski
er (Alex Archibald) recently purwas researching the 1935 discovchased a home that had belonged
ery of a hoard of coins when a
to a hoarder. He paid $10,000 for
local priest informed him that
the property, sight unseen. The
it was rumored that there were
home and contents were the estate
NTIQUES
additional coins still buried
of a local piano teacher (Bettein the field. K dzierski found
OLLECTIBLES Jean Rac) whom Archibald had
a “900-year-old hoard, stored
known before she passed away. A
in linen pouches placed in a
STATES grand piano initially caught his
pot, includes Czech, Danish,
attention. He has turned up many
Hungarian, and German coins;
WAYNE TUISKULA more valuable objects since he
lumps of silver; fragments of
purchased the home and has been
lead; and four gold rings.” The
searching through it. Archibald
more than 6,000 pieces were
found typical things you would
believed to have been the dowry of Maria expect to find in an old estate includwho was a sister of Princess Zbysława ing clothes, shoes, books, and magazine.
of Russia. Maria was also believed to He found many more valuable objects as
be the “daughter of Svyatovslavovich well though. Archibald said, “our most
Isiaslovovich, Prince of Kiev” accord- impressive finds included wallets full of
ing to the Archaeological Institute of cash, a 100-ounce silver bar, and bags full
America. It is believed they were bur- of gold and diamond rings.” He found
ied “during a time of turmoil in 1146.” some of the clothing to be valuable piecFurther investigation of the area is being es by well known designers. The estate
planned.
items were sold in three auctions which
The Smithsonian Magazine reports that ended up bringing $400,000. Archibald
a Geneva, N.Y. man (David Whitcomb) kept the grand piano and moved it to his
found a treasure trove of photographs in antique shop. He may not be able to hit a
the attic of a building that he recently pur- higher note than he already has though.
chased to open his law practice. The two
We are still accepting quality consignprevious building owners were unaware ments for our spring multi-estate online
of the attic’s existence because a drop ceil- auction such as gold jewelry, sterling
ing had been added to the top floor decades silver flatware, antique paintings, coins,
ago that hid the view of the attic. Along and other older collectibles. Our online
with the photographs, Whitcomb found auction with paintings from the estate
frames, old cameras, and backdrops. The of equestrian artist Fay Moore ends on
Smithsonian reported that “according to February 17th. Our next online auction
Ben Hooper of United Press International Session 2 of antique, vintage, and con(UPI), the items probably belonged to temporary toys will soon be available for
James Ellery, or J.E., Hale, a prominent bidding.
photographer active during the late 19th
Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula
and early 20th centuries. Hale’s name was Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass
written on many of the objects in the attic, Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate
including letters and photographs, and he Sales and Appraisal Services www.cenonce owned a studio next door to the New tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) info@
York building.” Two of the photos were of centralmassauctions.com
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Tax-smart investment moves for higher earners
If you earn a lot of
money, you may also
pay a lot in taxes – a fact
that’s particularly relevant now, as we are well
into tax-filing season. At
this point, there’s not a
lot you can do to affect the
outcome for the 2020 tax
year, but if you want to
change your tax outlook
for the years ahead, you
can make several moves.
Here are a few “tax-smart”
investment strategies to consider:
Put as much as you
can
into
your
401(k).
By contributing pretax dollars
to a traditional 401(k), you’ll
reduce your taxable income,
and your earnings can grow
tax deferred. If you have a
Roth 401(k) option, you’ll put
in after-tax dollars, but your
withdrawals – earnings and
contributions – will ultimately
be tax-free, as long as you’ve
had your account at least five
years and you’re older than
59 and a half when you start
taking money out. In 2021, you
can put up to $19,500 into your
401(k), or $26,000 if you’re 50
or older. However, depending
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on your employer’s plan, you
may also be able to contribute
additional after-tax dollars, so
check with your plan administrator about your options.
Review Roth IRA strategies.
As a high earner, you may face
limits on what you can contribute to a Roth IRA, which,
like a Roth 401(k), offers the
potential for tax-free earnings.
You lose eligibility to contribute to a Roth IRA if your
adjusted gross income equals
or exceeds $140,000 (single filers) or $208,000 (if you’re married and file jointly). Through
a “backdoor” Roth IRA conversion, though, you could make
after-tax contributions to a
traditional IRA and convert it
to a Roth. This strategy could
be advantageous if you expect

your tax rate to be higher
when you retire. Consult with
your tax advisor to determine
if this move is appropriate for
your situation.
Look at municipal bonds.
Because interest payments
from municipal bonds are
typically exempt from federal
taxes, and often state and local
taxes, too, these bonds can be
attractive to investors in the
higher tax brackets. Income
from some types of municipal bonds may be subject to
the alternative minimum tax
(AMT), so, if you end up having to pay this tax, you’ll want
to be clear about what types of
bonds you’re purchasing.
Consider
investing
in
tax-efficient mutual funds.
When most mutual fund managers buy and sell the individual investments within
their funds, such as stocks and
bonds, they are primarily interested in trying to achieve the
goal of the fund itself – growth;
growth and income; and so on.
However, many of their trades
have tax consequences. But
managers of funds billed as
tax-efficient will consciously
try to minimize the moves that

can generate taxes.
Follow
a
buyand-hold
strategy.
If you’re frequently buying
and selling investments, you
could incur sizable taxes, especially if you sell investments
you’ve held for less than a
year, in which case your profits would be taxed at your ordinary income tax rate. If you
sell investments you’ve held
for more than a year, you’ll be
assessed the long-term capital
gains rate, which will likely
be lower than your individual
tax rate.
Your financial and tax advisors can help you determine
if these moves make sense for
your needs. If they do, you
may want to start incorporating them into your long-term
investment strategy.
This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local
Edward Jones Advisor at 5
Albert St., Auburn, MA 01501
Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com.

Don’t let a lack of brightly lit
windows stop you from gardening
indoors. Include some low maintenance, low light houseplants
and maintenance strategies to
boost your success.
Low maintenance gardening
starts with proper plant selection.
Match the plant to the growing
conditions and your gardening
style.
ZZ plant is a favorite low light,
low maintenance plant. You will
see it in hotels and shopping malls
where light and care are often
limited. Avoid overwatering that
can lead to root rot and death of
this plant.
You will need to do a bit of
searching to find a few of the
newer ZZ plant varieties. Zenzi is
compact with curled leaves while
Raven has dark purple black foliage that contrasts nicely with
green and chartreuse leaves of
nearby plants.
Peace lily is another popular
low light plant found in a variety of public places. It requires
moist soil to thrive, making it
the perfect plant for those that
tend to overwater. Increase your
success by mixing organic Wild
Valley Farms’ wool pellets (wildvalleyfarms.com) into the potting
mix. This sustainable soil additive
retains moisture, reducing watering by up to 25 percent. It also adds
air space, improving the growing
conditions for all indoor plants
and helps reduce the risk of overwatering.
Pothos and philodendron are
traditional low light favorites.
New cultivars provide a fresh look
to these indoor beauties.
Neon pothos has vibrant neon
green foliage sure to brighten
any spot in your home. Pearls
and Jade has smaller cream and
green variegated leaves. It is slower growing but just as tough as
other pothos. Show off their trailing habit in a hanging basket,
container displayed on a shelf, or
set upon a pedestal.
You’ll find a variety of philodendrons for your indoor garden. Brasil has dark green heartshaped leaves with a golden stripe
down the middle. Brandi, another
trailing philodendron, has olive
green heart-shaped leaves with
silver splashing. These can be
allowed to trail or trained up onto
a trellis.
Golden Goddess has larger chartreuse leaves that make a dramatic statement in a home or office.
When small, it is great for desks
and tabletops, but you will need
to transition it to a floor plant as
it climbs its support, growing up
to six feet tall. Or add a subtle
touch of orange with Prince of
Orange. The new leaves of this
shrubby philodendron emerge a
coppery orange and eventually
age to green. It grows 24 or more
inches tall.
The name says it all. Cast
iron plant is tough and tolerant
of low light and benign neglect.
Individual long strappy leaves
sprout from the ground to create a mass of greenery. This
growth habit has made it a popular groundcover in milder climates. Variegated varieties with
splashed or striping can be difficult to find but add to its beauty.
New varieties of Chinese evergreen have found their way into
many garden centers. Their green
leaves may have silver highlights
like those of Calypso. Cecila and
Golden Bay. Or add a bit of red
Turn To
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Derbies offer fantastic fishing

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Cole Bromley with a few of his friends that limited out on nuisance
Canada geese last week. They brought along their friend Cody, who is a paraplegic friend
of the group.

The late Canada Goose
season will end on Feb.
15 in the Central District,
commercial rod and but it was not before Cole
Bromly and his buddies
harvested their limit of
5 birds, as this week’s
THE GREAT picture shows. They
OUTDOORS brought along their
good friend Cody, who
is a paraplegic, but that
RALPH
did not stop him from
enjoying the hunt. It
TRUE
takes good friends to
bring along handicapped sportsmen on
reel anglers to use circle hooks. The slot limit their hunting and fishing
for stripers will again trips, many of whom are
be implemented for rec- war veterans.
With the absence of
reational anglers as of
sportsmen’s
shows this
last word. Massachusetts
anglers will again enjoy year because of the panan early season for sea- demic, many sportsmen
bass, with a limit of five are visiting their local
fish daily. Rhode Island bait and tackle shops in
anglers are hoping for an the valley, for their fishearly season on seabass, ing gear, or shopping
and are also hoping for online. It is a shot in the
a reduction in length for arm for the small tackle
summer flounder to 17 shops that have survived,
inches for recreational but at one time there
anglers. Wishful think- were two or three in
every town in the valley.
ing!

Left to right: Rob Sullivan, Lary Lyons and Brian Lightbound at the 200 Sportsmen’s club
this past Saturday.

This past weekend provided a couple of days
for anglers to enjoy some
great ice fishing locally.
Although the ice was not
the best to fish on, anglers
attended many ice fishing
derbies that were held in
the area. The 200 sportsmen’s club in Webster
had over 75 anglers fishing the club’s derby. Pond
Chairman Rob Sullivan
did a great job signing
up the fishermen and
recording the catch of
bass, perch, & pickerel.
A report of a couple of
Eagles flying over the
pond prior to my arrival was interesting. The
Eagles in the Valley area
are the direct results
of sportsmen’s monies
being used for this great
restoration project. This
week’s picture shows
Sullivan, Joe Foisy, and
Brian Lightbound. Foisy
had caught a big 17-and-

a-half-inch largemouth
bass,
and
released
it. Captain Mel True and
his buddy Brett, also
had a great day fishing.
landing numerous brook
trout and yellow perch ,
as did many other contestants.
After leaving the 200
sportsmen’s derby, I visited a few other ponds
in the area that all had
fishermen on them. Some
ponds had good ice, while
others were marginal for
safety. The following day
anglers were out in force
again, enjoying a few
hours of fishing before
the big football game that
evening. Some areas had
slow fishing, while others had a great day with
anglers chasing flags.
It looks as though
striper fishing this year
will have the same regulations again, with the
only change requiring

Harding’s Boat livery
on the Meadow Pond in
Whitinsville had supplied
live bait and boat rentals
for many years. Francis
Joslin had a tackle
shop in the basement of
Bakers Dept store in the
town of Whitinsville, and
Police Chief Vic Nelson
of Douglas, also ran
a small tackle shop on
Main Street in that town
back in the day, to mention a few.
There was also a Bait
& Tackle shop in Douglas
in back of the Goodness
store not that long ago by
the Manning family, and
even this writer sold live
bait from my home for
a number of years. My
brother and I also sold live
bait at our home on Main
street in Whitinsville to
local anglers. We erected
a huge sign on the lawn
advertising crawlers and
garden worms for sale
when my mother was at
work. It had a huge nightcrawler standing six feet

high, painted with a
face smiling. which we
thought was great, until
my mother came home
and had us remove the
sign immediately. We
were not happy! I sure
wish I had a picture of it.
There were a few shiner fishermen using nets
to catch bait to sell to
local bait shops. Huge
seins were used by a
couple of men in areas
like the Mumford River,
which yielded thousands
of red fin shiners per day.
Numerous large snapper turtles were often
caught in the nets and
were given to George
Bramen (a member of the
Whitinsville Rod & Gun
Club) which he used to
make turtle soup. It was
delicious! Ah, the Good
Old Days!
Take A Kid Fishing
& Keep Them Rods
Bending.

The guiding power of influence
I’ve spent my week reading and pondering the guiding and power of influence. The influence others have on us
as well as the influence we have on
others. Influence is power and it is a
double-edged sword. There’s of course
positive as well as negative influences,
and we must choose who we associate
with wisely.
The late Motivational/Inspirational
Speaker, Jim Rohn, said, “You are the
average of the five people you spend the
most time with.”
This is going to be a working column,
as I am going to ask you to do more than
just read. I’d like you to participate. Ask
yourself, “Who are the five people you
spend the most time with now,” and
“who were the five people you spent the
most time with during your formative
years as a child?”
This exercise will help you understand the influence people had on you
and are having now. When you were
young, if the kids you hung around
with smoked, you are/were probably
a smoker. If they were shoplifting, you
probably joined in. And if they were
good students who took their education
seriously, you were probably a good
student.
Our greatest childhood influencers
were usually your caregivers … your
parents and guardians. My sisters and
I laugh and often talk about how we are
still influenced today by our parents.
It’s unavoidable. As Rohn said, we are
the average of the five people we spend
or spend the most time with.
My mother certainly understood the
power of influence, as I can hear her
saying, “Don’t hang around that kid.
He’ll only lead you into trouble.” She
understood, not from education but
from experience.
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to your indoor garden with be Red Gold
and Ruby Ray Chinese evergreen.
Low light indoor plants allow you to
add greenery where you once thought
it was not possible. Their added beauty
will help lift your spirits, reduce stress,
and increase focus while improving
your indoor air quality.
Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, including Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything”DVD series and the nationally-syndicated
Melinda’s
Garden
Moment TV & radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was
commissioned by Wild Valley Farms for
her expertise to write this article. Myers’
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Like I said,
I spent the
POSITIVELY
week focused
SPEAKING
on influence.
I made an
GARY W.
honest and
MOORE
sobering
list of what
and who has
influenced my life. My second request
is that you do the same, but let’s begin
with a reflection of now. Who do you
hang around with? Who are the five
people you spend the most time with?
Once you have the list, take each
name, and make notes. Do I want to imitate them? Is their quality of life what I
want for mine? What are they doing to
me? How are they influencing me? Has
my time with them changed me? And is
that okay?
If you will take a hard, honest, and
serious look into your associations, you
will be surprised. Positive influences
and examples will have a profound
influence on your life. So will negative
influences. Both will take you somewhere … but ask yourself, “is it someplace you really want to go?” It’s easy
to dismiss the influence of others but
its not honest. Make a list and examine
each name.
Everything matters. Every word
spoken. Every action taken leads us

somewhere and impacts our lives.
Ignorance is never your best policy.
Understanding who and how you are
being influenced is.
What am I becoming? I don’t care
how old you are, we are all on a journey
somewhere. Is your journey taking you
where you want to go? Ask yourself,
“Who has power over you? Who is influencing my journey?”
Now, take positive and decisive
action.
If you have participated so far in this
exercise, you should have a clearer idea
of who and how you are influenced.
Now let’s talk about the three steps you
can take to improve your life.
Disassociation (hard choice) Get the
losers out of your life.
Limited association – people you
enjoy but add no real value to your life.
Increased association. Associate on
purpose with people of positive substance.
These actions should be clear, so I
won’t spend too much time on them.
Dump the people who are negatively
influencing you. Limit the time you
spend with casual friends who add
nothing to your life and seek out people
whose influence will improve your life
and add to your success.
Never spend major time on minor
things. Spend major time on/with pos-

itive influences. Spend more time with
people of accomplishment and high
character. It’s your life. You can spend
your time with whomever you want,
but you must always weigh the time
against what kind of return you are getting. Always be cautious and discerning
about who and what you let into your
mind.
Association can also be through the
writing of positive people. We can’t
spend time with George Washington,
Abraham Lincoln, Billy Graham
or Martin Luther King, but we can
through their words and writings they
left behind.
I asked you to participate and I hope
you will. Even more so, I hope you’ll
talk to your children and grandchildren
about the power of influence. Helping
them understand at an early age will
positively impact them for the rest of
their lives.
Next week, let’s talk about the power
of influence you have on others.
Gary W. Moore is a freelance columnist, speaker, and author of three
books including the award-winning,
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garywmoore.com.

Professional & Tax Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at
508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES

ESPOSITO TAX SERVICE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Alphonso Esposito Jr.
*9/16/1936-5/31/2020

Karen Ann Esposito

Email: espositotaxservice@charter.net

With all the packages rolling out for 2020,
make sure you are getting what’s yours!
Work with us, your local and trusted Tax Professionals
to ensure you get every penny in your refund! It’s what we do!

15% Discount for
Essential Workers!
Call 508-892-5282 for a FREE consultation
or visit www.everydaybusinessandtax.com for more information
*Contactless service available!

TAX PREPARATION - FEDERAL - ALL STATES
FREE E-FILE WITH TAX PREPARATION
YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
Now Accepting MC, Visa, Discover, Amex, Venmo

508-987-2982
508-987-5371
508-987-0144 Fax

264 Main Street
Oxford, MA 01540
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REAL ESTATE
Jules
Lusignan

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Adrienne
James

John
Kokocinski

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts

508-943-9306 508-987-0767 1-800-552-7444

Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!
SOLD

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER – 6 Nicholas Circle! 8+ Rm Center Hall Colonial! 1.22 Acres! Sought After Neighborhood! Great
Commuter Location Accessible to Many Major Routes! Spacious Stainless Steel Applianced Cabinet Packed
Eat-in Kitchen & Formal Dining Rm! 23 x 24 Frplace Family Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & Slider to the Huge Deck!
Front to Back Living Rm! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! The 2nd Floor You’ll Find the Comfortable 12X17 Master
w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Linen Closet! 2 Additional Bedrooms plus an Office/Nursery/Bedroom all w/
Ample Closets! 2nd Full Bath off the Hall w/Linen Closet! 2.5 Total Baths! Lower Level Ideal for Storage or
Future Expansion! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers w/Dble Door Entry to the Basement for Moving Larger
Items aka Boys Toys! 2 Z Oil Heat, 2 A/C, Separate Oil Water Heater! Irrigation! Don’t Delay! $418,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 7 Cedar Drive! Middle Pond! 8 Rm English Tudor across the street from w/Direct Waterfront Lot – Full
Lake Access! Offering the Option of an In-Law Apartment or Plenty of Room for Family & Friends! Entry Foyer enters from
3 Sides w/locked door access into the house, stairway to the lower level In-law and the convenience of a Half Bath! The 1st
Floor features Applianced Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Open Floor Plan – Frplcd Beamed Cathedral Ceiling Great Rm (Dining & Living
Rms), Comfortable Bdrm & Hall Full Bath w/Laundry! Upstairs to the Spacious Master w/Master Bath & Slider to Lake View
Deck! Additional Bdrm w/Built-ins! Lower Level with 2nd Kitchen, Open Dining & Living Area w/Brick Hearth, Full Bath &
Possible (4th) Bdrm! Central Air! Huge Carport! Detached 3 Car Garage! Lakefront Lot w/Deck, Concrete Patio & Boat Dock!
Take Advantage of the Low Interest Rates & make this House Your Home! Summer’s Just Around the Corner! $489,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

WEBSTER – 55 Hillside Ave! 7 Rm,
4 Bedroom Cape! Great Highway
Access! Walk to Memorial Beach!
View July 4th Fireworks from Your
Backyard! Liv Rm w/Hrdwds, Ceiling
Fan & Pellet Stove! Eat-in Kit! Fam
Rm! Full Bath! 1st Flr Master w/
Hrdwds & Ceiling Fan! Oil Heat! Vinyl
Sided! Younger Roof! Replacement
Windows! Town Services! Fenced
Yard! 1 Car Garage! $239,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 20 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Western Exposure w/Panoramic Lake Views!
Beautiful Sunsets! 7 Rms, 3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths! Recently Renovated from Top to Bottom! Move-in Ready!
Professionally Landscaped! Exterior Stonework Front & Back! Open Floor Plan! 1st Level w/Huge Family
Rm w/Lake View & Access out to Stone Patio, 1/2 Bath & Laundry, Travertine Tile Throughout! 2nd Level w/
Custom Granite Kitchen w/Stainless Steel Appliances, Center Island w/Seating & Large Pantry! Spacious
Living Rm w/Sliders to 14X34 Composite Deck! Dining Area w/Water Views, Hardwood Floors Throughout,
Bath w/Tiled Shower, Guest Bedroom or use as Office! Lake Facing Master Bedroom w/Walk-in Closet &
Private Deck! Bathroom w/Double Sinks, Tiled Shower & Separate Tub! Comfortable 3rd Bedroom w/Lots
of Storage! Level Lot w/Room for Entertaining and Enjoying All The Lake has to Offer! $749,000.00

NEW LISTING
WEBSTER – 69 Minebrook Rd! Conveniently Located 7 Rm Spli
Split Entry! 1.04 Acre
Lot! House set well off the Road for added Privacy! Open Floor Plan! Eat-in Applianced
Kit w/Island & Seating, Tile Flr, Tile Backsplash & Ceiling Fan! Din Rm w/Hrdwd Flrs
& Slider to the Deck Overlooking the Private Backyard! Frplcd Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Flr!
Ideal for Entertaining! Down the Hrdwd Hall find a Full Bath w/Tile Flr & 3 Bdrms w/
Wall to Wall Carpeting! Master Bdrm w/2 Dble Closets, Ceiling Fan & Master Bath w/
Marble Tile Flr & Shower Surround! Hrdwd Stairs, the Finished Lower Level Fam Rm
w/Recessed Lighting, Stone & Tile Hearth w/Woodstove, 1/2 Bath w/Tile Flr, Laundry
Rm w/Sink & Tile Flr, Utility Rm w/Storage! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers & Door to
Backyard! Oil Heat! Steel “I” Beam Construction! Shed! Won’t Last!! $349,900.00

ON DEPOSIT
WEBSTER LAKE – 124-2 Gore Road!1.68 Acres! Private Retreat
Lot with 320’ of Road Frontage and 200’ of Waterfront! Located in
North Pond! Beautiful Panoramic Views! Sucker Brook Cove! Lot
has been split from a larger parcel! Survey, Home Rendering and
Conservation Items Addressed - Order of Conditions Pending! This is
the Opportunity to Build a Unique Home with Spectacular Views! Direct
Lake/Boat Access! Water and Sewer in the Road! Walk to Restaurants!
Surrounded by Wildlife, including Swans and Eagles! $175,000.00

SOLD
CHARLTON –74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm,
4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39
Acres! Deeded Water Rights to South Charlton Reservoir! Extensive
Updates! House w/New Roof, Siding, Kit, Bthrms, Windows, Int Doors,
Electrical, Flooring, R60 Insulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump
& More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full
Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation,
AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

FEATURED PROPERTY!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

FEATURED NEW LISTING!
WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

Large 3 Family a rare find! Occupied by the owner for many
decades. Entire 1st floor is one
spacious apartment with 2 bedrooms. 2 - 2nd floor apartments
have 3 bedrooms each. 30’ x 44’
beautiful Fieldstone Foundation,
with walkout basement to off street
parking.
$289,900.

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

OXFORD - 12 WINTER STREET
Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Renovated! New Roof ~ Updated Electrical
~ New Heating System !! Bedroom,
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional
Home. .Dead-End St. Rare find, Large
Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Palette of Complimentary Paint Colors
throughout the Entire House! Loads of
Character!
$281,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko
THOMPSON - 25 TERRACE DRIVE

THOMPSON - 5+ ACRE WATERFRONT LAND - BECOLA ROAD

WEBSTER - 29 WEST AVE.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!
Off Thompson Hill! At the end of a Dead end road well maintained & loved! Kitchen with double wall ovens, gas cooktop, granite countertops. Formal dining room, Fireplaced
Living room! master, on the first floor. 4 bedrooms total! 2nd
full bath -second level. 2 car garage!
assisted sale $325,000.

Beautiful 2,422 Sq Ft Colonial! 4 Berdroom!
3 Bath! Fireplace, 2 Car garage! So much
more!
assisted sale $415,000

WEBSTER - 20 KINGSBURY

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!
SORRY, SOLD!

Cozy 2 Story House with 3 BIG Bonuses! #1. Land almost 1 ACRE!
#2. Zoning is MR-12 - Possible Multi Family Use - Investment Opportunity?! #3. Large Over-sized 2+ Car Garage, Work Bench, Power &
2nd Floor! Great Space for the Hobbyist, DIY or Contractor!1ST Floor
- Living rm, Bedroom, Large Kitchen/Dining Area with Galley Pantry &
Full Bath! 2nd Flr, 2 Bedrooms! All New Carpets ~ Recent Paint! Multi
Level Back Deck with Jacuzzi!
$255,000.

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Renovated! New Roof ~
Updated Electrical ~ New Heating System !! Bedroom,
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional Home. .Dead-End St.
Rare find, Large Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Palette
of Complimentary Paint Colors throughout the Entire
House! Loads of Character
$319,000.

DUDLEY - 22 ROBERTS ROAD

WOODSTOCK - 33 DEER MEADOW LANE

SORRY, SOLD!

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Frontage Possible to be Subdivided!
$89,900

5+ Acre Waterfront Land on “Little Pond”. Also known as
Schoolhouse Pond. Private, pastoral setting. Open Field surrounded
by tree line. 250+ feet waterfrontage. At the end of a Dead end road!
$179,900

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

Lovely 3 bedroom Ranch! Single door 2 car garage
with storage! Eat-in kitchen. Fieldstone Fireplaced
Living Room! 3 bedrooms, hardwood floors, Remodeled bathroom! Lower Level fieldstone walls/
fireplace! In-ground pool! - 3.58 ACRES includes
extra lot.
$312,000.

Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre!
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.
$115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!
Each $24,500.
Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State
Forest!
ON DEPOSIT! $132,900
WEBSTER - 52 CUDWORTH ROAD

SORRY, SOLD!

NEW TO THE MARKET! Custom Sprawling Split 2800+ SF’
Central Air! Kitchen, Dining Room, Cathedral Ceiling Living
Room, 3 Bedrooms! Granite Counters & New Flooring! New
Boiler - Hot Water Tank - Oil Tank! FULL finished Lower Level w/
Full Bath & Laundry! THERE’S MORE! 2 Car Garage, renovated
to include Hydro Heat, AC & 1/2 Bath! Great for Fitness Studio,
Game Room or Home School! Over 1.4 Acres!
$360,000.

1.99 ACRE INDUSTRIAL ZONED LOT! GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE & WORK FROM HOME! Amazing 1790 Antique Colonial! Undergone major updates &
renovations, maintaining Antique Charm! Great Room
graced by an Open Hearth Stone Fireplace! Soaring
$499,900.
Cathedral Ceilings!

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave

Lake Shirley - 647 Reservoir Rd

WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living
in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely situated on a
.25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all
natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2
story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining
, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/
private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite
w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Special! Remember, Timing Is Everything!
$1,075,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

XSELL REALTY

Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Colonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding &
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant
floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!
assisted sale $1,040,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Century 21 XSELL Realty
Auburn
Dudley
Worcester
(774) 772-7072 (508) 461-7550 (508) 795-3880

JANUARY’S SINGLE FAMILY HOMES REAL ESTATE MARKET
AUBURN

January 2020

January 2021

Trend

Median Price

$310,000

$350,000

m

Market Volume

$4,265,000

$6,466,100

m

# of Homes Sold

14

18

m

Avg Days on Market

60

24

n

Month Supply Inv.

1.08

.27

n

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

We are conducting
virtual classes.
Call Diane to schedule
On-line buying, selling and
Home for Heroes Program

WEBSTER
Median Price

$262,000

$274,450

m

Market Volume

$3,165,500

$5,173,900

m

# of Homes Sold

10

20

m

Avg Days on Market

43

19

n

Month Supply Inv.

1.33

.54

n

Licensed in MA & CT

Contact our client coordinators for additional buyer assistance
Linda Selligslap 508.864.3245 Vicki Bennett 774.633.6762

55+ Community Development Opportunity

Contact us to find more about your neighborhood market & what your home is worth! Inventory is extremely low!

Eve Patterson
508-341-4434

Nana
Frimpongmaah
508-615-6149

Doreen
Gagliastro
(774)757-2313

Jammie
Geddis
774-242-9752

Johnny Wariebi
(508) 335-5076.

Antonia Vaughan
(617) 373-0053

Diane Strzelecki
(508) 335-2384

Jillian DeGrace
(860)315-3636

Our Commitment to you  Integrity  Hard Work  Excellent Service

Dudley: Ready for developer to go forward. Market is anxious for housing for seniors – This is a great opportunity! Seller will also consider dividing as 2 oversized lots suitable for custom homes.
61 Airport Road - Call for details
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MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news
c: 508.341.8299

ERA Key Realty Services

Why call the
Michelle Terry Team
to sell your home?

“Put 36 years of combined real
estate experience to work for you!”

Donna Flannery
508-885-6665
donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

Kayleen
Flannery-Sauvageau
508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner
42 West Main Street
Brookfield, MA
~ Notary Public ~
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020
South Worcester County

$157,327,280.00 SOLD
Jules
Lusignan
Owner
Broker
Founder

A
41 Year
Company!

We have a great marketing plan that includes:
YOUR LOCAL
• Home staging services
REAL
ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS
• Home warranties
130 W. Main Street
• 3D videos
Spencer,
MA 01562
• Professional photography
Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner
• Ramped up open houses!
michelleterryteam.com
• And so much more…
Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

111 East Main St., Webster, MA
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Szymczak Sells! Call for a market Consultation
WEBSTER
SOLD!
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

2 Units - 47 Upland Ave
$295,000

Condo - 10 Vecchia St
$139,900

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT

FREE OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
when you advertise in this section

HAVE A HOUSE FOR SALE?
To advertise on our real estate section, please call your local
sales representative at 1-800-367-9898

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.
Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY
$ BUY & SELL $
ALL GOLD & SILVER
ITEMS Specializing in
NUMISMATIC COINS,
Bullion Items, gold
& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years
experience & a following of
many satisfied customers.
We also sell a nice selection
of fine jewelry, antiques &
collectibles. Bring in your
items & see what they are
worth. You won’t leave
disappointed. Honesty and
fairness are our best policies!
Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,
239 West Main Street,
East Brookfield
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza)
508-637-1236
or cell: 508-341-6355

SEASONED
HARDWOOD

$250 per cord
Delivered
Spencer, MA
Call 774-696-7267

FIREWOOD

3/4 Seasoned/standing dead
hardwood custom cut to your specs.
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord.
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split
& Delivered
Green or
Seasoned

Call Paul
508-769-2351

FIREWOOD

LIVE BAIT
FOR ICE FISHING
Open 24/7
Spencer
508-885- 5416

3/4 Seasoned/standing dead
hardwood custom cut to your specs.
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord.
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232
550 MOBILE HOMES

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.

508-764-4325

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Trailer For Sale w/enclosed
porch located at Indian
Ranch, Webster, Site: G13.
Completely furnished, All
appliances included & extras, Refrigerator, Over/
under Wash/dry, AC/Heat.
View at www.indianranch.
com. Contact Arthur or
Sage 508-892-4578

Lincoln Hill Manor
Part Time Positions

BROOKFIELD
1 BR, 2ND Floor
Off street parking
Available NOW
Electric or
Gas Heat
$580/mo
Has all appliances
No Dogs

Seeking a Responsible Person for a
level 4 rest home in Spencer. Must be
responsible, reliable and caring.
Experience with medication
administration helpful but will train
the right person. Work in a home like
setting close to home.
Part-time evening and night
positions available. 16-24 hours a
week. We are continuously striving
for a safe COVID free environment.

Call Dave
413-262-5082

Call Lincoln Hill Manor Rest Home
to apply. 508-885-3338

JOB OPPORTUNITY
FOR CNA’S
CNA Openings – Part Time
St. Joseph’s Abbey, Spencer
12-bed rest home.
Monk residents only
Every other weekend,
Saturday and Sunday
12-hour shift, 5:30am-5:30pm
8-hour shift, 5:30am-1:30pm
Starting Wage: $15.50/hr;
Differential: $1.50/hr
Send resume and contact info to:
cellarer@spencerabbey.org

CONNECTICUT
MASSACHUSETTS
RHODE ISLAND

JOURNEYMAN
ELECTRICIANS WANTED

Long-Term Positions!
Excellent Wages & Benefits Including:
• Medical / Dental / Prescription Insurance
• Disability Insurance • Life Insurance • HSA Plan
• 401K Plan • Paid Vacations & Holidays
• Performance Bonus

Apply in person or online at: www.paqelec.com

Paquette Electrical Co., Inc.

368 Killingly Rd., Pomfret Center, CT 06259
CT Lic#0198020
RI Lic #A-004955

860-963-7078

E/O Employer
MA Lic #20353A
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following pre-recorded
programs:
Flora in Winter virtual tour of all 24 floral
arrangements and the
Japanese
table
display in McDonough
Court, narrated by one
of the Flora Co-chairs;
plus, a bonus video tour
of the professional floral arrangements in the
Museum’s public spaces, generously donated
by local businesses, garden clubs, and schools.
Interpretation
of
the Worcester Wedding
Kimono with Maureen
Christmas and Andrea
Little
WAM’s
popular Flora Live event
has been pre-recorded
onsite for virtual enjoyment. Two experienced
floral designers face
the challenge of interpreting WAM›s newly
acquired
Worcester
Wedding
Kimono.
Maureen and Andrea
will each guide viewers
as their designs evolve
during the demonstration, sharing their inspiration, plant material
choices, and creative process—and showing how
one piece of artwork can
inspire two quite different arrangements.
Bonsai Demonstration
by Michael Levin
Viewers will learn how
to cultivate—through
special techniques such
as pruning, root reduction, potting, defoliation,
and grafting—small trees

FUNDING

continued from page

A1

port to 5,857 small businesses. This funding
has been made available
through a $668 million
business relief fund.
Additional grants will
be announced in the coming weeks for thousands
of businesses, officials
said. For local restaurant
and bar owners, who
have been among the
most severely impacted
by the virus, the funding
can’t arrive soon enough.
“Our small businesses have been challenged
throughout this crisis,
and each has played an
important role in stopping the spread of this
deadly virus,” said Lt.
Gov. Karyn Polito. “Since
the first applications
came in for relief, we
have been working to prioritize the small business
owners that need the help
the most, and I am proud
to see so many women-owned businesses, as
well as priority sectors,
included in this round of

that mimic the shape and
style of mature, full-size
trees. Michael Levin will
lead a guided tour of the
Bonsai West nursery,
sharing the history of
this famous bonsai collection, which includes
trees over 100 years old.
Viewers watch as an
old overgrown juniper
is transformed into a
refined specimen bonsai.
Topics will include styling, transplanting, wiring, seasonal care, and
maintenance.
Winter’s
Chill,
Spring’s Glow: Ikebana
Demonstration
by
Russell Bowers
Russell Bowers, an
Ikebana Master, demonstrates several Japanese
floral arrangement styles
that emphasize nature’s
beauty and convey a
sensitivity to the season.
Viewers will observe
techniques developed
over hundreds of years,
which
incorporate
aspects of Japanese culture and aesthetics—and
learn how to add elements of wabi-sabi, minimalism, and negative
space into magnificent
floral works of art.
F u r o s h i k i
Demonstration by Minal
Akkad
Minal Akkad gives
an
introduction
to
Furoshiki, an ancient
Japanese art and modern
alternative to gift-wrapping.
Viewers
will
learn how to use fabric
to design beautifully
wrapped boxes, bottles,
and trendy bags.
Double Vision, an illus-

grant awards.”
In addition to this latest round of small business grants, the state continues to review applications submitted for
its Sector-Specific Small
Business Relief Grant
Program.
Businesses
set to receive additional funds belong to the
following
industries:
restaurants and bars;
indoor recreation and
entertainment; gyms and
fitness centers; personal
services like nail salons
and barbershops; and
independent retailers.
Award notifications for
the sector-specific program will be made this
month.
The
Baker-Polito
Administration
also
announced nearly $5
million in small business technical assistance
grants for 63 nonprofit
organizations across the
state. The program aims
to expand economic and
entrepreneurial opportunities in underserved
communities throughout
the Commonwealth.

trated talk by Kim Cutler
A longtime Flora in
Winter co-chair and floral designer, Kim Cutler
will look back through
the
19-year
history
of Flora and compare
floral designs interpreting the same artwork.
Emphasizing the creativity of the designers,
Kim will explore the similarities and differences
in their interpretative
approaches.
Spotlight
on
Interpretive
Floral
Designing
by
Sally
Jablonski.
Sally Jablonski, owner
of Herbert E. Berg
Florist,
demonstrates
how she uses flowers
and other plant materials to create a spectacular
interpretation of a piece
from WAM’s collection.
Viewers will learn techniques for composing an
arrangement using blossoms, leaves, and stems
to highlight the elements
of the artwork and see the
creative process unfold.
“Passport to Virtual
Flora” also includes the
following Zoom art talk
on Friday, Feb. 26 at 10
a.m.:
Flora
Paintings
Through the Ages, an
illustrated talk by Martha
Chiarchiaro
Flowers have been an
inspiration to artists for
centuries. Art historian
Martha Chiarchiaro will
explore the changes in
artistic style from the
Dutch floral artists of
the 17th century (including several outstanding
women artists) to the

“These
technical assistance grants
enable nonprofit organizations
throughout
Massachusetts to provide
crucial services, such as
helping people apply for
pandemic-related grant
and loan programs; individualized business management assistance; and
financial training,” read
a statement released by
Governor Baker’s office.
“The grant recipients,
selected through a competitive process, are as
diverse as the businesses they serve, including
community development
corporations, micro lenders, and chambers of
commerce.”
Since Fiscal Year 2015,
the program has awarded more than $15 million
in grants. These funds
have directly benefited
more than 15,000 jobs
and served nearly 3,000
startup businesses across
Massachusetts.
To learn more about
grant opportunities, visit
www.mass.gov.

sunflowers of Vincent
van Gogh and the irises
of Georgia O›Keeffe. The
paintings of contemporary floral artists also
will be shown.
In addition, “Worcester
in Bloom,” a virtual
community exhibition
of Flora-inspired paintings, drawings, photographs, sculptures, mixed
media pieces, and written
short stories or poems,
is available online from
Feb. 1-28. “Worcester in
Bloom” can be accessed
at worcesterart.org/flora.
High resolution images
from last year’s Flora in
Winter can be found here.
About the Worcester
Art Museum
The Worcester Art
Museum creates trans-

formative programs and
exhibitions, drawing on
its exceptional collection of art. Dating from
3,000 BC to the present,
these works provide the
foundation for a focus on
audience engagement,
connecting visitors of all
ages and abilities with
inspiring art and demonstrating its enduring
relevance to daily life.
Creative initiatives—
including
pioneering
collaborative programs

SCHOLARSHIPS
continued from page

Casual Waterfront
Dining on
Lake Lashaway
WEEKLY DINE-IN SPECIALS

Celebrate
Valentine’s
Day with us
Fri & Sat
Night &
All Day
Sun!

$6.99 East Brookfield Burgers
Burgers: Monday thru Thursday during Lunch hours. (12 to 4)
$10.99 Meals (Entree and Salad) Monday and Tuesday Dinner (4 to Close)
Italian Night $10.99 Italian Specials with Salad Wednesday Dinner (4 to Close )

Reservations are recommended to dine in
Take-out curb-side & delivery available
Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.
Open 6 days a week Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun Noon-8; Fri & Sat Noon-9
Closed Mondays for the winter
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

308 Main Street
East Brookfield
774-449-8333
308 lakeside.com

Stuck in a dinner rut?
No time to cook?
Let us help!
We have a large variety of
home cooked meals
offered daily.

purchase of
or more with coupon
15% OFF $35.00Your
Hearthstone Market & Catering ~ valid until February 28 2021

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

HEALTH
& HOME

~est. 1992~

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

10% off
our Select Cut
Meat Packages
Please call
for full details.
ASK US ABOUT OUR
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!
To purchase your meat packages CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com
Find Us on Social Media

A1

Shrewsbury and Westborough High Schools. Learn
more about Central One and why we have been
chosen as one of the top credit unions in Central
Massachusetts. www.centralfcu.com

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

with local schools, fresh
approaches to exhibition design and in-gallery teaching, and a long
history of studio class
instruction—offer opportunities for diverse audiences to experience art
and learn both from and
with artists. For more
information about the
Worcester Art Museum,
visit worcesterart.org.

Yum
!

FLORA

A special supplement dedicated to the
Health and Wellness of people, pets,
and Spring Home Improvement

Advertise in this special supplement coming to the
Spencer New Leader, Auburn News, Charlton Villager,
Sturbridge Villager, Southbridge News,
Webster Times, and Blackstone Valley Tribune,

Your business not
health, home or
pet related?

and tell readers how your business can help
promote health & wellness for all,
or spruce up your home for Spring.

115,000 readers
will still
see your ad!

A Fresh Approach to
Healthy Living & Home Improvement

Publication Date:
April 23, 2021

Sales Deadline: April 8, 2021

AD SIZES

Full Page Cover
Full page inside
1/2 page
1/4 page
1/8th page

$1000
$800 B&W; $850 color
$500 B&W; $550 color
$300 B&W; $350 color
$200 B&W; $250 color

Contact your sales representative
June Simakauskas
Mikaela Victor
508-909-4062
508-909-4126
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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E N J OY T H E S E P R E S I D E N T S’ DAY S A L E S A L L W E E K L O N G !
SHOP LOCAL!

Why ‘Presidents’ Day’ actually
goes by another official name
An official list of federal holidays
in the United States won’t feature
“Presidents’ Day” among the observed
holidays. Some may say that’s preposterous, as they’re certain that post offices and other federal entities are closed
on such a day each February. While
the third Monday of February is commonly referred to as “Presidents’ Day”
throughout the United States, the day
is legally referred to as “Washington’s
Birthday.”
According to the U.S. Office of
Personnel Management, this holiday is
designated as “Washington’s Birthday”
in section 6103(a) of title 5 of the United
States Code, which is the law that specifies holidays for federal employees.
Though other institutions, such as state
and local governments and private
businesses may use other names, it is
OPM policy to always refer to holidays
by the names designated in the law.
History of Washington’s Birthday
The idea to give presidents a little
extra fanfare originally was estab-

HOURS: Hours: M-F 10-8 • Sat 9-8 • Sun 12-7

140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

lished in 1885 in recognition of George
Washington. After his death in 1799,
Washington’s birthday on February 22
became a day of remembrance, according to History.com. Its observance as an
official holiday was signed into law in
1879 by President Rutherford B. Hayes.
Originally, the holiday only applied to
the District of Columbia, but in 1885 it
was expanded to the entire country.
Abraham Lincoln, another revered
American president whose birthday
was February 12, also was largely celebrated during the month of February
as a state holiday, particularly in his
home state of Illinois. In the 1960s, when
Congress proposed a measure known as
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act that
designated Monday as the day to celebrate various federal holidays, the proposal also included a provision to combine the celebration of Washington’s
and Lincoln’s birthdays to provide more
equal recognition of these two influential leaders. The name Presidents’ Day
was proposed at that time. However,
when the bill moving the celebration
of Washington’s birthday to the third
Monday in February went into effect
in 1971, Congress rejected the name
change, so it remained Washington’s
Birthday. That name stands to this day.
Why Presidents’ Day?
Even though federal calendars will list
February 15 this year as Washington’s
Birthday, it will largely be referred to as
Presidents’ Day. This unofficial moniker developed in the 1970s due largely in
part to retailer’s use of that name to promote sales and the proximity of the holiday to both the birthdays of Washington
and Lincoln. Indeed, a Washington’s
Birthday furniture sale doesn’t have the
same ring to it as a Presidents’ Day sale.
No matter what the holiday is called,
Presidents’ Day offers citizens a chance
to learn more about the history behind
Washington and Lincoln — two pivotal
statesmen in American history.

PRESIDENTS’ WEEK
SAVINGS

H H H New Vehicle Savings H H H

2020 EcoSport 4WD

2020 Ford Escape

2021 Ford Explorer

Up to $4,500 in Rebates

Choose $5000 Rebate or 0% Financing for 60 months
+ $2000 Cash

$2000 Rebates or 1.9% for 60 months + $1250 Cash

Choose from 15

Choose from 9

Choose from 5

H H H Pre-Owned Values H H H
2014 Subaru XV Crosstrek 2.0i

2015 Lexus Rx 330

$13,888

$23,888

2017 Honda Civic EX

2017 Edge SEL

$13,998

$24,488

SUV, AWD, Black w/ leather 3.5L V6 cyl, power moonroof…
CU7425

AWD, Premium, Dark Gray, 4 cyl, cast wheels, 83K miles….
TU3010

AWD, White Gold, 3.5L V6 cyl, leather, NAV, 39K miles…
TU0930R

Black, 2.0L I-4 cyl, front wheel drive, cloth, auto, great mpg’s
…CU7490

2016 Nissan Rogue SL

SUV AWD, Silver, 2.5L 4 cyl, NAV, moonroof, 61K miles….
TU3018

$16,488
2017 Ford Fusion Titanium

Gray, AWD, power roof, NAV, leather 40K miles….CU7497

$17,988

2019 BMW 430X
Convertible

Hard Top, AWD, 19” wheels,
NAV, neck warmers…CU9467

REDUCED!!!
$45,999
(original MSRP $63,110)

(Choose from 6 pre-owned Edge)

2019 Ranger SuperCrew

Gray, 2.3 4 cyl turbo XLT, 29K miles FX4 package….TU3064

$30,888
2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT

Crew Cab, 4x4, 5.3L V8 cyl, T/Tow package, only 16K miles…
TU3019

$39,888

H H H Purchase with Confidence H H H
QUALITY SELECTION • QUALITY SERVICE • QUALITY DEALER
366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000
~ SALES HOURS ~
Monday-Friday 8:30am-6pm • Saturday till 2pm

~ SERVICE HOURS ~

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday till Noon

Visit us on-line at www.lamoureuxford.com

