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BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— When the south wing 
of  Hamilton Mill came 
down last weekend, 
Southbridge lost a piece 
of  history. Unfortunate-
ly, it may not be the only 
part; an engineer’s sur-
vey will determine the 
fate of  the rest of  that 
building.

That section of  the 
sprawling complex had 
been vacant for nearly a 
decade, its space most-
ly storage for hundreds 
of  the old tubes around 
which fabric was once 
wrapped and various 
other objects. But some 
people recall when it had 
life. 

Most recently, that 
was as the Artist De-

velopment Complex, a 
venue with two stages 
and bar. The main club, 
which occupied much of 
the demolished wing’s 
first floor, drew such 
names as Dicky Betts 
and Great Southern and 
a long list of  other acts 
until going out of  busi-
ness around 2013. The 
smaller upstairs club 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 STURBRIDGE — A 
handful of  local busi-
nesses will be getting 
notices that the state is 
requiring the town to 
test their wastewater for 
PFAS.

According to Wa-
ter/Sewer Superinten-
dent Shane Moody, the 
change will affect about 
nine companies, mostly 
industrial, based on the 

type of  business they 
engage in. Those types 
are the ones most likely 
to have PFAS chemicals 
in their processes or by-
products. 

One public site is af-
fected – the landfill. No-
body identified the com-
panies themselves.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency re-
cently significantly re-
duced the PFAS levels 
allowed in water to just 

four parts per trillion. 
The rules cover four to 
eight specific chemicals 
(the federal list differs 
a bit from the state list), 
but there are thousands 
of  PFAS chemicals. The 
abbreviation means 
“poly- and per-fluoro al-
kyl substances,” a class 
of  thousands of  man-
made chemicals that 
didn’t even exist before 
the 1940s but is now 
found in the blood of  al-

most all Americans. The 
tested varieties have 
been linked to various 
cancers and other disor-
ders; several are believed 
to be endocrine disrup-
tors.

 Moody said the town 
has to do such tests be-
cause the impact is ac-
tually on Sturbridge’s 
wastewater permit lev-
els, not the companies 

Charlton selectmen 
discuss making 

Town Clerk 
position appointed

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Over the past two years, Charlton’s 
Government Study Committee has been charged 
with examining any improvements and potential 
changes to town government with the goal of  mak-
ing Charlton more efficient and effective in serving 
its residents. 

The committee, which serves in an advisory role 
to the Board of  Selectmen, had previously complet-
ed and issued a White Paper Report in 2016 and in 
2022 began reviewing the document again. Now the 
committee has begun bringing their findings to town 
officials with one significant proposal becoming a 
highlight of  their recent meeting with the Board of 
Selectmen in February.

The discussion was led by committee member Jo-
seph Haebler, who presented several positive changes 
already made since 2016, but when it came to how the 
town can continue to improve one of  the first recom-
mendations was to change the Town Clerk position 
from an elected post to one appointed by the select-
men. While there were twelve other recommenda-
tions brought forward by the Government Study 
Committee, the Town Clerk was considered the big-
gest priority.

“Looking at the position, you look at what they do 
and it’s not a part time position. It’s a full-time job. 
There are so many things involved with it including 
state and federal laws they need to adhere to. Run-
ning elections is just one major part of  it and all types 
of  other things,” said Haebler. “It needs professional 
management and accountability, particularly in this 
day and age where politics is going wacko. There’s a 
lot involved with it.”

The Government Study Committee felt it was im-
portant to prioritize this proposal because the town 
has an opportunity to make any necessary changes 
prior to the next Town Clerk election. Current Clerk 
Karen LaCroix is up for re-election in two years 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — Sev-
eral local first respond-
ers were recently rec-
ognized by Worcester 
County District Attor-
ney Joseph Early, Jr., for 
reviving one of  their fel-
low officers from a heart 
attack last year.

The District Attor-
ney’s Team Excellence 
and Merit Award (TEAM 
Award) was presented to 
Sturbridge Police Offi-
cers Daniel Hemingway, 
Garrett Danna, and Ni-
cole Patterson, as well 
as East Brookfield Police 
Officer Matthew Schle-
gel.

Also receiving the 
award were Sturbridge 
Firefighter/Paramedic 
Lt. Sean Moynagh, Stur-

bridge Firefighter/EMT 
Joseph Doldoorian, and 
Sturbridge Emergency 
Communications Unit 
Dispatchers Benjamin 
Grasso and Aaron Berry.

All award recipients 

were honored for their 
actions on the evening 
of  Dec. 17, 2023. The 
team of  first responders 
combined their efforts 
to save the life of  Officer 
Jeffrey Lavallee. 

Additionally, Officer 
Lavallee’s wife, Sandra 
Murphy, and his stepson, 
Brayden Fillios, were 
also recognized with ci-

  Gus Steeves

This collapsed section, on the building’s back side, turned a situation the town had been 
watching warily for some time into an emergency last Thursday. Some bricks had previously 
fallen there and elsewhere, prompting the town to fence off the site, but officials couldn’t take 
action earlier because the property was in bankruptcy court.

 As the wing comes down, the Episcopal Church emerges from the background.

  Collapse of Hamilton Mill’s south wing 
claims part of Southbridge history

Turn To MILL page     A16

  Sturbridge businesses to conduct 
PFAS testing

Sturbridge police officers honored 
for saving colleague’s life 
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Local first responders are honored for their lifesaving actions during a recent response.

Turn To TESTING page     A19

Turn To TOWN CLERK page     A19
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WORCESTER — Webster First Federal Cred-
it Union, one of  the most well-capitalized credit 
unions operating in the state of  Massachusetts, 
announced today that it is recognized as one 
of  America’s Best Regional Banks and Credit 
Unions 2024 by Newsweek and Plant-A Insights 
Group. This survey of  over 35,000 individuals 
included over 140,000 reviews of  regional banks 
and credit unions. Only 250 regional banks and 
250 regional credit unions from the entire coun-
try made the list.

“Our team at Webster 
First values honesty and 
committing to doing our 
best each day. We believe 
living up to these values 
is the cornerstone of  our 
award-winning service and 
how we’ve become one of 
the most well capitalized 
credit unions in Massachu-
setts. We’re honored to be 
recognized as one of  Amer-

ica’s Best Regional Banks and Credit Unions by 
Newsweek and for our memberships continued 
support of  our credit union,”

Said Chief  Executive Officer Michael Lussier.
“Regional banks and credit unions play a piv-

otal role in meeting the needs of  communities 
across the nation.  Newsweek and market-data 
research firm Plant-A Insights are proud to intro-
duce America’s Best Regional Banks and Credit 
Unions 2024, highlighting local lenders that are 
committed to the needs of  their communities,” 
added Nancy Cooper, Global Editor in Chief  of 
Newsweek.

About Webster First
Webster First was founded in 1928 with 24 de-

positors and a capital outlay of  $350. Now, they’ve 
grown to serve over 90,000 members with 13 
branches serving Worcester, Middlesex, Essex, 
and Suffolk counties. They have been voted as the 
Telegram & Gazette’s Best Credit Union of  Cen-
tral Mass for the past five years, and are one of 
only four credit unions from Massachusetts to 
make Newsweek’s list.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — A “leak list” that at 
least two selectmen did not know exist-
ed until recently dominated the March 
4 meeting, particularly as residents Syl-
vie and Miki Baca tried to get them to 
abate $2,962 in water bills.

The issue actually came up first at 
a previous meeting, when the board 
asked Water/Sewer Superintendent 
Shane Moody to look into how to inform 
people they’re on that list. It collates 
reports from the department’s drive-
by quarterly meter readings in which 
leaks have been happening for the pre-
vious 24 hours.

In the Bacas’ case, though, they end-
ed up on that list last September. Moody 
said his review found their water con-

sumption actually “jumped 52 percent” 
last July, rose a bit the following quarter 
(their bill was $316), then “blew up” for 
the winter quarter. 

Viki Baca said they didn’t really no-
tice the rising July or September bills 
because they have a tenant, but found 
the one in January to be “astronomi-
cal.” She noted the total marked a “900 
percent increase” and equaled about 
“seven and a half  years” of  normal use 
in one quarter.

During their research into it, they 
found they’d been put on the leak list in 
October, but never notified. They didn’t 
know what was causing it until early 
February, when they were able to get 
the department to come investigate and 
found a leaking toilet. She said it was 
fixed before Feb. 14.

“I had no idea toilets could use so 
much water,” she said. “I calculated we 
wasted about 177,000 gallons of  water.” 

But when they complained, at first 
they were told “it went through your 
meter. You have to pay it.”

Moody noted town policy does not 
require him to tell anyone they’re on 
the leak list, and that it exists “in case 
somebody calls and complains.” He 
noted the meter system has existed for 
the 18 years he’s been here, but the leak 
list only began a couple years ago. Ac-
tually, there are two lists: one, which 
he dubbed a “high/low report” flags 
quarterly readings that are above or 
below normal by 
a “predetermined 

percentage.” But homes only go on the 
“leak list” if  they read high during the 
24 hours before actually being read. 
Those that happen mid-cycle wouldn’t 
be caught until the next reading, and 
could easily be leaking for weeks.

Today, 132 homes are on that list. 
After speaking to the town attorney, 
Town Administrator Robin Grimm de-
termined it is public record, and they’ll 
post it online.

The board agreed that this isn’t real-
ly Moody’s fault, but is a problem with 
the policy, which isn’t Moody’s to decide. 

The issue sparked a discussion of 
Moody’s research into technology that 
could make identifying and informing 
people about leaks faster. He said he’d 
tested new cellular meters in 2021 and 
provided the results and cost estimates 
($442,000 to convert all residences in the 
system) to a previous town administra-
tor, but didn’t know what happened to 
them. Nor did the selectmen.

Grimm said there’s also commercial-
ly-available technology costing $150-
400 per house. The underlying issue is 
“how you bill the ratepayer” for leaks, 
and a system similar to what Moody 
researched in a larger town had only 
about 20 homeowners take advantage of 
such an option.

Many people don’t want to upgrade 
their meters because that tends to make 
their bills rise; older meters usually 
read lower as they age, she said.

Both Mary Dowling and Chase Kait-
benski said they’d never heard of  the 
leak list until recently. Even if  the town 
doesn’t do something technological, 
Dowling said there’s no reason they 
can’t include a note with a customer’s 
bill alerting them that they “read much 
higher than you have in the past.” 

She said she’s “inclined to abate 
something” for the Bacas because the 
town could have done more with the 
leak list information. But she noted 
dealing with policy and deciding on an 
abatement are really two distinct is-
sues, something the others agreed with.

Mary Blanchard said the board has 
not historically granted abatements 
except when the issue was clearly the 
town’s fault (for example, the meter was 
broken).

“We will explore this more fully so 
we can make an informed decision that 
balances all of  our interests,” chair 
Jamie Goodwin said before the board 
voted to postpone deciding on the abate-
ment until Mar 18. Previously, he’d not-
ed, “There was a period of  time when 
the town had notice of  a failure and it 
did not act to mitigate that failure,” re-
sulting in the “unfair” bill.

Moody noted the Bacas will also get a 
very high bill for the most recent quar-
ter.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 
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Hi! My name is Lovely and I 
have a great sense of humor!  
Lovely is an independent and 

kind girl. As her name suggests, 
Lovely is a sweet and friendly girl 
with a great sense of humor. It can 
take some time to get her to open 
up, but once she is comfortable 
she enjoys her connections with 
others. Lovely is described as a 
quiet girl with a go-with-the-flow 
attitude. She enjoys painting and 
loves to display her art. 
Lovely receives some additional 

support in school. She also puts a 
great deal of effort into her school-

work with the support of her foster family as well. She gets along well 
with her peers and with the adults in her life. 
Lovely would do well with a family of any constellation, with or without 

other children. While a family of any ethnicity will be considered, she 
would love to have a family who shares her Caribbean island and His-
panic culture. Lovely would do well with a patient and nurturing family 
who can take the time to build a trusting relationship. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/8332 
 

 Can I Adopt?

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . 
Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guid-
ance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out 
all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Lovely 
Age 14 

Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

Advanced
BUILDING SERVICES

Southbridge Mass

774-230-4231
New Construction •Additions • Remodeling

Decks & Porches • Kitchens & Baths
Basements • Windows & Doors • Siding & More

774-230-4231 • glenlatour69@gmail.com

Blackstone Valley Tribune

2 columns x 3 inches

800.521.0111   MA Auc Lic# 111 • Ref #24-2050

Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at:

www.JJManning.com

38 William Ward St., Uxbridge, MA
2,594± sf Ranch on .4± Acres

Abuts State Park with Forest Views
Friday, April 5 at 11am On-site

Open House: Thursday, March 28 (11am-1pm)

AUCTIONReal 
Estate

Huge water bill sparks policy debate

Webster First Federal Credit 
Union named to Newsweek’s 

America’s Best Regional Banks
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Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Winter
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

MASSHEALTH paperwork is confusing! 
Certified Application Counselors can help! 

In person assistance available 
through March 2024 

Tri-Valley Office Hours on
 Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am-1pm and 

Wednesdays Noon-4pm at 10 Mill Street, Dudley  
Alternating Friday’s 9am-11am at 

Webster Senior Center 5 Church Street, Webster 

Call Tri-Valley to schedule an appointment that works for you! 
508-949-6640 Information and Referral Department

PROMOTION ENDS March 23rd, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends March 23rd

37

Saturday, March 16, 5:00-7:00 PM 

Charlton City United Methodist Church.    We are cooking our 
scrumptious,  corned beef dinner with the fixings, again.  Corn 
beef, potatoes, cabbage, carrots and turnip, plus homemade 
cake with green sprinkle frosting.  $15.00 for adults, $7.00 for 
children 6-12, under 5, free.   Max $50.00 per family.  Call in 
early for  seating reservations or to order take out.     

Call 508-248-7379 to reserve a table or order a take 
out. Charlton City United Methodist Church. 

74 Stafford St, 
Charlton City, MA

Courtesy

TRINITY STUDENTS INDUCTED INTO 
NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY
Trinity Catholic Academy’s National Junior Honor Society is proud to welcome six new 
members.  A beautiful ceremony was held on Feb. 29 at St. Mary’s Church where students 
were inducted, and current members were recognized.  A special thank you to our guest 
speaker Mr. John Jovan III a 2016 Trinity graduate. Students are chosen for this prestigious 
honor based on their outstanding achievement and enthusiasm for the five pillars of NJHS: 
scholarship, leadership, service, character, and citizenship. Congratulations to Trinity’s 2024 
inductees. We are confident you will serve our community well!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com



BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — After a section 
of  Hamilton Mill’s wall collapsed last 
Thursday, an emergency meeting of 
the Town Council voted unanimously 
to demolish the front wing as a danger 
to public health and safety.

Town Manager Jack Jovan noted 
the town has been aware of  issues with 
the property since August, but couldn’t 
act earlier because the building has 
been in bankruptcy court. 

At that time, representatives of 

the building and health departments, 
Board of  Health, Conservation Com-
mission and Town Council toured the 
property after some bricks fell into the 
courtyard of  Green Meadows. The tour 
observed numerous problems with the 
structure, and the Building Depart-
ment has a very thick document detail-
ing many issues inside and out.

That incident prompted the town 
to post the property as dangerous and 
fence that section, which was later ex-
panded to include the entire building 
south of  Green Meadows. More recent-

ly, another larger 
brick fall in front 
of  Abacus Dis-
tributing drew 
more attention 
to the building’s 
river end. Observ-
ers there noted 
it looked like the 
brick facade was 
separating from 
the main struc-
ture, probably 
due to water and 
freeze-thaw cy-
cles. 

That in fact 
happened last 
week, when a 
wall section about 
10 feet wide and 
three stories tall 
tumbled to the 
pavement behind 
the fence. It left 
a gaping hole in 
the building in 
which hundreds 
of  cardboard rolls 
around which 
fabric was once 
wrapped became 
visible. Nobody 
was hurt.

At that point, 
the various town 
officials dealing 
with building 
safety got togeth-
er to “make at 
least a portion of 
this property safe 
for the public,” 
Jovan said. 

To do it under emergency rules, 
Southbridge had to go through the 
state’s Division of  Capital Asset Man-
agement (DCAM) to bypass the normal 
bidding process. That enabled them to 
hire Costello Dismantling, which was 
already in town by contract to demol-
ish two houses on Snow Street for the 
fire station project. 

Building Commissioner Ted Te-
treault estimated the Mill St work 
would cost about $50,000 on a “time 
and materials” basis (much less than 
the contracted cost for Snow Street).

He told the Council his visit to that 
wing saw cracks “all the way up the 
side.” If  it were to fall into the drive-
way leading to the businesses behind it 
(the only way there), “if  anybody’s go-
ing through there, they’re going to get 
crushed.” Inside, his tour with several 
other safety officials found numerous 
problems, including collapsed major 
beams that had only been cracked last 
time he visited.

The plan was to knock that wing 
into its own basement and leave it 
there temporarily, giving the legal 
owner 30 days to remove the debris. 
But Jovan said efforts to find the own-
er and serve him emergency papers 
before the meeting were unsuccessful. 
Even the Sheriff ’s Office could find no 
valid address for him, and the landlord 
of  his listed residence in town records 
said he “had not lived there for seven 
to 10 years.”

At the time, Tetreault said he was 
concerned the vibrations from demoli-
tion might compromise the tower and 
six-story section along Mill Street, and 
arranged for part of  the wing to be left 
intact as a buffer on that end. The dem-
olition did not seem to have any nota-
ble effect on the rest of  the structure.

Now that the wing is down, Jovan 
said the town’s next step is to have a 
structural engineer tour the remain-
der of  the building, see if  it’s salvage-
able, and what it needs. If  it is, he said 
he’d like to put out a request for pro-
posals to see if  someone wants to buy 
it. 

Chair Scott Lazo was a little skepti-
cal, noting the engineer “might tell us 
the building’s done. Take it down.” Te-
treault said that’s what he expects, too, 
noting he was willing to have Costello 

go around the corner and demolish 
everything south of  Green Meadows 
while they were on scene. 

He noted the cost to remove the de-
bris will be significantly more than it 
cost to demolish it to this point, largely 
because of  hazardous waste dispos-
al laws. The owner is “already on the 
hook” for those costs by law; if  nec-
essary, the town will put a lein on the 
property taxes to recover them.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 
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SPA ROOM FOR RENT
Spa Room for rent nested within a thriving 
hair salon in Auburn, MA.  This versatile 
space has witnessed the artistry of massage 
therapy, the precision of Microblading, and 
the expertise of a nurse injector in this medi 
spa room.  Elevate your practice in the tran-
quil space where beauty and wellness seam-
lessly converge.  

Inquire today at
 untamedsalonspa@gmail.com
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ChurCh Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky

Open tO CLOse

Charlton town hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PubliC library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

PoliCe DePartment (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DePartment (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post oFFiCes
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

sChools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

vILLAGER ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

southbriDge town hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JaCob eDwarDs PubliC library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

Southbridge Council votes to demolish Hamilton Mill wing

Ecumenical 
Easter Sunrise 
Service at OSV
STURBRIDGE — The Annual Easter Sunrise Service 

will be held at the Meetinghouse in Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage on Sunday, March 31 at 6 a.m. Come pray as one body, 
led by area clergy and lay people, in this beautiful set-
ting. What a joyous way to celebrate the Risen Christ!

Please enter through the main gate and proceed to 
the rear of  the parking lot near the security office. No 
other areas or buildings will be available at that time. A 
free will offering will be taken for St. Luke’s Guesthouse, 
Southbridge. All are welcome and encouraged to attend! 

For more information, call the Federated Church of 
Sturbridge at 508-347-3915.

www.Stonebridge
Press.com



W O R C E S T E R 
— Quinsigamond Com-
munity College recently 
received a grant from the 
Healey-Driscoll Admin-
istration to purchase an 
Automatic External De-
fibrillator (AED) for one 
of  the college’s security 
patrol vehicles. QCC was 
one of  80 Massachusetts 
municipalities, public 
colleges and universi-
ties, and nonprofits cho-
sen to receive part of 
$165,000 in grant funding 
for AEDs to be placed in 
emergency response ve-
hicles.

 
“We are close to com-

pleting the outfitting of 
all campus police and se-
curity vehicles with an 
AED. Seconds count in a 
cardiac situation, which 
is why we bring these 
vital life-saving devices 
on all critical calls,” said 
QCC’s Police Chief, Ste-
phen DiGiovanni. 

 

The funding will cov-
er the cost of  an AED 
assigned to one of  the 
college’s security vehi-
cles. Currently 12 of  the 
13 police/security ve-
hicles have AEDs, and 
the grant will ensure 
that all vehicles are 
now equipped with this 
life-sustaining device.  
Additionally, two AEDs 
are assigned to QCC’s Po-
lice Academy, 21 in fixed 
locations that include at 
least one in each build-
ing on the West Boylston 
Street campus, three at 
the downtown campus 
and one at QCC’s South-
bridge location. The 
college’s Athletic Cen-
ter has four additional 
AEDs.

 
OCC’s Campus Po-

lice Medical Advisor 
Stephen Rice noted that 
sudden cardiac arrest 
causes approximately 
350,000 deaths each year 
in the United States. 

Cardiopulmonary Re-
suscitation (CPR) with 
the use of  an automat-
ed external defibrilla-
tor (AED) can double or 
triple a sudden cardiac 
arrest patient’s chance 
of  survival. A person’s 
chance of  survival can 
decrease by 7%-10% for 
each minute that pass-
es without restoring a 
normal heartbeat. If  the 
AED determines that 
it is necessary, it deliv-
ers an electric shock 
through the chest to 
restore a normal heart-
beat. The combination 
of  AEDs around QCC in 
both fixed locations and 
patrol vehicles decreas-
es the delay between 
sudden cardiac arrest 
and restoring a normal 
heartbeat.

 
The $1,703.20 grant 

covers the cost of  one 
AED package that in-
cludes one set of  adult 
and pediatric pads, one 

battery pack, a carrying 
case and an initial war-
ranty.

 
QCC Campus Police 

officers and security of-
ficers are all certified in 
Basic Life Support and 
First Responder. CPR 

and use of  an AED are 
covered under Basic Life 
Support certification.

 
The college’s Center 

for Workforce Develop-
ment and Continuing Ed-
ucation offers CPR/AED 
certification classes to 

the public for a fee. QCC 
Campus Police also occa-
sionally offers non-certi-
fication training in rec-
ognizing sudden cardiac 
arrest, calling 911, Adult 
hands-only CPR and use 
of  an AED.

BRIMFIELD 
$375,000, 62 1st St, Mcmanaman RET, and Mcmanaman, Thomas G, to Mcma-

naman, Kevin, and Mcmanaman, Cynthia.
$250,000, 1538 Dunhamtown Brimfield Rd, Josephine R Sears RET, and Sears, 

Brian P, to Ramsland, Erik.

CHARLTON
$699,900, 26 Wamsutta Ridge Rd, Penny Lynn Carlin RET, and Carlin, Penny L, 

to Nutting, Andrew, and Nutting, Courtney.
$380,000, 42 N Sturbridge Rd, Leblanc, Ronald, to Berry, Nicole.
$146,135, 185 Nugget Dr, Lavallee, Phillip L, and Santander Bank NA, to 

Santander Bank NA.
$65,000, Ramshorn Rd #1, Julian, Sheri L, to Lepage, William, and Lepage, 

Nancy.

HOLLAND
$180,000, 8 Heritage Dr, Federal Hm 

Loan Mtg Corp, to Holdcraft, John D.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$250,000, 4 Marjorie Ln, Hippert, 

Azure, to Grady, Rose.
$220,000, 51 Randolph St, Edmonds, 

Eric, to Robillard, Michael.
$198,000, 111 Hartwell St, Cavanaugh, 

James A, to Hutchins Esperti Re LLC.
$195,000, 28 Maria Ave #C, Alicea, 

Andrew M, and Edmonds, Alyssa, to 
Legros, Joranne.

STURBRIDGE
$793,000, 237 Po-

dunk Rd, Ah & Db 
Custom Homes 
Inc, to Patel, Ji-
gisha, and Patel, 
Rajeshkumar.

$490,000, 133 
Brookfield Rd, 
Bourassa Ft, and 
Bourassa, Edward 
G, to Magliaro, 
Alex, and Nurek, 
Angela.

$370,000, 5 Snell 
St, Boudreau, 
Courtney A, to 
Tsantinis LLC.

$255,000, 38 
Clark Rd, Martel, 
Carla, and Wilm-
ington TNa Tr, to 
Holdcraft, John D.

$55,000, 338 The 
Trail, Laughlin, 
William T, to Bro-
chu, Matthew, and 
Brochu, Lindsay.
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BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/31/24

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

 CORN BEEF 
& CABBAGE

Wednesday March 13th 
through Sunday March 17th

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

184 Sutton Rd.
WebSteR, MA
508.943.9722

200 
SpoRtSMen 

Club

Annual 
Ham Meat 

Raffle 
Sunday March 24th

 1:00 pm

Free Admission and 
Complimentary Food 

Real estate

Highway Superintendent: 
The Town of Brookfield is seeking 
an experienced full-time Highway 
Superintendent. Full job descrip-
tion at brookfieldma.us. 
Please submit resume and cover 
letter to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us. Application review will be-
gin after March 28th.  Resumes 
accepted until position is filled. 
Brookfield is an equal opportunity 
employer

Courtesy

CHARLTON CITY TO HOST  
SCRUMPTIOUS CORNED BEEF DINNER
The Men’s Group is hosting their delicious Corned Beef and Cabbage Supper at Charlton 
City United Methodist Church (74 Stafford St.) on Saturday, March 16 from 5 to 7 p.m.  
Come and enjoy food and fellowship with friends and neighbors. Corned beef, potatoes, 
cabbage, carrots, and turnips, plus a delectable homemade cake will be served.  As 
always there will be continuous serving and take-out. $15 for adults, $7 for Children 
six to 12, and children five and under eat free.  Maximum $50 per family.  Call in early 
for seating reservations or to order take-out. Call the church office at (508) 248-7379.  
Ample parking is available, and the building is handicapped accessible.

Courtesy

JACK AND JILL PRESCHOOL  
SUPPORTS LOCAL FOOD BANK
During the month of February, Jack and Jill Preschool in North Oxford collected breakfast 
foods to donate to the Charlton Chip IN Food Bank. This was a part of our Community 
Service focus. Each quarter or so, the school chooses an organization to donate to. The 
next collection will be toiletry items for Clark Street Community School in Worcester.  
The children learn a great deal about kindness and generosity, and it opens the dialogue 
for meaningful exchange about how fortunate some people are and how to best care for 
our fellow humans in their time of need. We wish to thank each family who generously 
contributed to this collection.

Quinsigamond Community College receives 
grant for emergency response device

Joshua Hyde Library hosting 
advanced sock puppet class

STURBRIDGE — Thursday, March 21 from 2 to 4 p.m., tweens, teens & adults 
are invited to a more advanced version of  a run-of-the-mill Sock Puppet class at 
Joshua Hyde Public Library. 

This class teaches the basics of  creating a puppet character, all the elements 
essential for this, and how to turn all the parts into a puppet. Students will learn 
how to build a mouth plate and a “skull,” giving their puppets a much greater 
range of  motion and movement than your average sock puppet. Registration is 
required. Go to sturbridgelibrary.org.
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OPINION25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

Frank G. Chilinski
President/Publisher

Brendan BeruBe
editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

A total 
eclipse of…

the sun
In just a few weeks, on April 

8, those who travel to Texas, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Arkansas, 
Illinois, Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York, Vermont, 
New Hampshire, and Maine will have 
the extraordinary opportunity to wit-
ness a total solar eclipse. This celes-
tial phenomenon, where the moon 
completely obscures the sun, casting 
a shadow on the Earth, is a moment 
of  wonder.

For New Englanders, this upcoming 
eclipse holds particular importance, 
as the region has not experienced 
such a spectacle in over a century. The 
anticipation is palpable, with commu-
nities buzzing with excitement and 
preparations underway to ensure a 
memorable viewing experience for 
all.

The corona is a region of  super-
heated gas extending millions of  kilo-
meters into space, but it’s normally 
obscured by the sun’s intense bright-
ness. During a total solar eclipse, 
however, when the moon perfectly 
aligns with the sun, the corona’s ethe-
real glow emerges, creating a specta-
cle unlike anything else in nature. For 
those fortunate enough to be in the 
path of  totality, the sky darkens, stars 
emerge, and the sun’s corona—the 
outermost layer of  its atmosphere—
becomes visible.

Beyond the scientific implications, 
a total solar eclipse holds profound 
cultural and spiritual significance 
for many. Throughout history, these 
celestial events have been interpret-
ed as omens, symbols of  renewal, or 
moments of  cosmic alignment.

It is essential to prioritize safety 
when viewing the eclipse. Directly 
observing the sun, even during an 
eclipse, can cause permanent damage 
to the eyes. Therefore, it is crucial to 
use certified eclipse glasses or other 
safe viewing methods to protect our 
vision.

The influx of  traffic and people 
into small towns have caused local 
safety departments, and even state 
departments of  transportation, to col-
laborate alongside local hospitals and 
businesses on how best to prepare.

Correction
CHARLTON — In last week’s 

Beyond the Pews religious col-
umn, Rev. John H.D. Lucy of 
Charlton City UMC mistakenly 
gave the start time of  this year’s 
Good Friday Crosswalk on March 
29 as noon.

The Crosswalk will, in fact, be-
gin at 9 a.m. at Charlton Federated 
Church and end at the Overlook at 
noon.

Can you save too much 
for a rainy day?

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

“Save for a rainy day” is an old 
piece of  advice — and a good one. But 
is it possible to save too much?

To begin with, what defines a 
“rainy day” in terms of  financial 
needs? It could be any number of 
things: a temporary loss of  employ-
ment, a major home or car repair, a 
large medical bill, and so on.

If  you did not have the money read-
ily available to pay for these types of 
expenses, you might be forced to dip 
into your IRA, 401(k) or other retire-
ment accounts, incurring taxes and 
possible penalties, as well as low-
ering the amount of  money you’d 
have available for retirement. And 
that’s why it’s a good idea to build an 
emergency fund containing up to six 
months’ worth of  total expenses, with 
the money kept in a liquid, low-risk 
account that’s separate from the ac-
counts you use for your daily spend-
ing needs.

An emergency fund is valuable, 
but many people may be overfund-
ing it. And while this isn’t the biggest 
financial mistake one can make, it 
could result in some missed opportu-
nities.

For one thing, when you keep mon-
ey in a low-risk account, you can gen-
erally count on your principal being 
protected, which means the money 
will be there for you when you need 
it —but the flip side is that this mon-
ey likely won’t grow very much, if  at 
all. And if  you’re going to achieve 
your long-term goals, such as a com-
fortable retirement, you need your 
investment portfolio to provide you 
with significant growth potential 
within the context of  your individual 
risk tolerance. So, any excess dollars 
kept in your rainy-day fund might be 
used to help fuel some growth-orient-
ed investments.

You could also use these dollars to 
help diversify your investment port-
folio. If  you only owned one type of 
investment, your portfolio could take 
a big hit if  a market downturn affect-
ed just that asset class. But by owning 
a mix of  stocks, bonds, government 
securities and other investments, you 
can help reduce the impact of  market 
volatility. (Keep in mind, though, that 
diversification, by itself, can’t protect 
against all losses.)

Still, before deciding on what to do 
with extra money you might have in 
your emergency fund, how will you 
know if  you indeed have too much? 
Up to six months’ worth of  total ex-
penses may be adequate for most 
people — but everyone’s life is dif-
ferent. For example, if  you have rea-
son to believe your employment — 
or that of  your spouse — may be in 
jeopardy in the near future, or if  you 
anticipate the need for some renova-
tions to your home, but not for a year 
or so, you might want more than six 
months of  expenses tucked away in 
your emergency fund. Also, once 
you’re retired, you may well want to 
keep a year’s worth of  expenses in 
the fund. If  you need cash, you don’t 
want to be forced to sell investments 
when their price may be down, es-
pecially since you have less time for 
them to recover.

Ultimately, when thinking about 
how much to keep in your emergency 
fund, review your situation carefully 
and weigh as many variables as you 
can. And if  you do decide your rainy-
day fund is abundant, use any “over-
flow” in a way that can help you keep 
moving toward your financial goals.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 
508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com.

Spring trout fishing 
has already begun in 
the valley, and it is just 
the start, as Mass. Fish 
& Wildlife trout stocking 
trucks are already roll-
ing!

This week’s two pic-
tures show Amelia 
Sinopoli with an impres-
sive rainbow trout, and 
her first time fishing part-
ner Jake Boudreau two 
weeks ago, while attend-
ing a birthday party for 
Logan Henchey. The pair 
were fishing from a small 
boat dock using worms 
as bait when suddenly 
Amelia yelled out to her 
mom that she had a big 
fish on!  Mom quickly 
rushed over to assist her 
as the large rainbow was 
causing a lot of  excite-
ment for all in attendance.  
The fish was finally lifted 
onto the dock where pic-
tures were taken of  the 
happy angler and her 
prize fish! The trout was 
quickly released.

Their parents know 
exactly what to buy their 
new fishing anglers for 
the summer outings this 
year. All the parents need 
to do is take the kids fish-
ing in any body of  water 
to get their kids hooked 
on fishing!

Black bear are com-
ing out of  hiberna-
tion and are having 
their young cubs tagging 
along! They are nice to 
see, but the public needs 
to keep their distance 
from the bear to stay 
safe.  A recent attack on 
a woman and her dog 
seemed to be a danger to 
the female bear and her 
cubs. Fortunately, both 
the woman and dog sur-
vived the ordeal, but it 
could have been a lot 
worse! 

Wild turkey hunting 
is fast approaching, and 
sportsmen are already 
scouting their favorite 
turkey hunting spots.  
The youth Turkey hunt is 
scheduled for April 27 this 
year, and is open to young 
hunters aged 12-14! They 
also need to be accompa-
nied by a licensed adult 
hunter. The abstracts 
have all of  the regula-
tions. Be sure to read 

them before hunting wild 
turkeys. The regular wild 
turkey season opens on 
April 29.

A while back, this writ-
er received a number of  
fishing lures from Donald 
Neilsen of  Warren! They 
were made by Donald, 
and the material that he 
used to make the lures 
were quite unusual. I got 
to use some of  the spin-
ning lures last year, and 
caught numerous trout 
with them. I apologize for 
not getting back to him 
sooner to thank him for 
the lures. They were 
quite neat.  Some were 
made out of  beer caps! I 
have decided to donate 
the remaining lures 
to young anglers at the 
next kids fishing derby 
at Uxbridge Rod & Gun 
and Whitinsville Fish 
& Game Club. Thanks 
again, Don!

The dandelion will be 
blooming soon, which 
will signal the start of  
tautog fishing. Tautog 
is one of  the best tast-
ing fish in the ocean 
and most fishermen will 
agree! 

Take a Kid Fishing 
& Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

Telepathy is the 
ability to communi-
cate thoughts direct-
ly from one mind 
to another without 
the use of  words, 
gestures, or any 
conventional forms 
of  interaction. The 
idea of  telepathy has 
intrigued humanity for 
centuries. Its origins are 
steeped in ancient lore 
and psychic traditions, 
often portrayed as a mys-
tical bridge connecting 
human consciousness. 

An example of  telepa-
thy in modern fiction can 
be seen in the character of  
Professor Charles Xavier, 
also known as Professor 
X, from the “X-Men” 
series. With his telepathic 
powers, Professor X can 
not only read minds but 
also project his thoughts 
onto others. 

But does such a pro-
found ability exist out-
side the realms of  fiction? 
The question leads us to 
people like Uri Geller, a 
performer who claimed 

to possess psychic 
abilities, includ-
ing mind reading. 
Geller’s demonstra-
tions of  spoon bend-
ing and telepathy 
captivated audienc-
es worldwide, sug-
gesting a glimmer 

of  reality to the powers 
depicted in tales and com-
ics. 

Much skepticism sur-
rounds Geller’s claims, 
with critics pointing to 
sleight of  hand and psy-
chological tricks rather 
than genuine psychic phe-
nomena. 

While the allure of  
telepathy remains potent 
in our collective imag-
ination, the jury is still 
out on whether a human 
being has truly harnessed 
this extraordinary ability.

Recent advances in 
artificial intelligence 
and neuroscience have 
led to the development 
of  AI systems capable of  
decoding human brain 
waves into speech. This 
groundbreaking tech-

nology bridges the gap 
between thought and 
communication, allowing 
for telepathy mediated by 
machines. While I’m sure 
there are benefits to this 
technology, it’s also terri-
fying. 

Terrence McKenna 
was an ethnobotanist and 
author known for his con-
troversial theories on psy-
chedelics, consciousness, 
and culture.

If  you’ve ever listened 
to one of  his lectures, 
you’d find that he had a 
different definition of  
telepathy than the one 
portrayed in popular 
media.

In one lecture, he states, 
“If  you’re like me, you 
think telepathy is hearing 
other people’s thoughts. It 
isn’t that; it’s seeing what 
other people mean.”

Consider when a 
friend texted you, “We 
need to talk.” The imme-
diate sense of  dread, 
the assumption of  an 

RALPH
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The GreaT

ouTdoors

TOBY
MOORE

PosiTively 
sPeakinG

The trout trucks are rolling

Courtesy

This week’s two pictures show Amelia Sinopoli with an 18 inch rainbow trout caught in Lake 
Quinsigamond a week ago & Jake Boudreau fishing for the first time, during a birthday party 
for Logan Henchey!

Telepathy is reading 
others’ intentions
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Nothing jump starts “garden fever” 
like planning a bed of  blooms!  Now that 
we’ve turned the clocks ahead, thoughts 
turn to planning a garden. Whether 
you have visions of  an elaborate formal 
flower garden or favor the simplicity of  
a side door flower bed, plotting a flower-
ing garden is a labor of  love.   Prepping 
for plants allows for an infusion of  per-
sonality, encourages visual creativity, 
and paves the way for a spectacular sea-
son of  blooms!  Read on for some easy 
tips and tricks to help you along.

**
B l o o m i n g  B u l b s 

Nothing adds color and beauty to a gar-
den for less effort than bulbs. Even if  
you didn’t have the foresight to plant 
spring bulbs last fall, you can still enjoy 
summer blooms.  Ideally, you should 
wait until the danger of  spring frosts 
has passed before planting bulbs.  If  you 
think the threat of  frost is over, think 
again.  Garden experts give May 30 as 
the first safe planting date of  the season.   
* * 
Some summer flowering bulbs that have 
a history of  success include Dahlias, 
Gladiolus, Cannas, Caladiums, and 
Daylilies. Just keep in mind in our zone 

you may 
have to 
dig up the 
bulbs and 
store for 
the win-
ter for 
s p r i n g -
t i m e 
planting 
next year.  
* * 
To test whether soil is ready to 
work, squeeze some in your hand, 
then poke at the clump. If  the 
clump breaks up easily into small 
crumbs, the soil is dry enough to till.  
* * 
Getting a head start on bulb plant-
ing by starting them indoors 
increases your odds of  success.  Use 
deep pots and replant them out-
side once the ground has thawed.  
* * 
Planning where you want to create 
“splashes” of  color in the garden also 
includes how dramatic a statement 
you want your plot to make.  Large 
clumps of  flowers demand atten-
tion and this method of  planting has 

long been a favorite of  gardeners.  
* * 
Another popular planting pattern is to 
“drift” flower varieties, which has been 
compared to painting the garden with 
a brush of  color.  Drifts can encompass 
waves of  complementing bulb variet-
ies bordering each other, or each flow-
er drift can stand on its own, perhaps 
creeping across an incline or making its 
way along a stone wall.  

To ensure successful drifts, use a 
generous sprinkling of  densely plant-
ed bulbs.  Or, simply toss or scatter 
bulbs and plant them where they 
land for a natural meadow effect.  
* * 
Perhaps the best rule of  thumb for 
planting bulbs is the most obvious. 
Plant bulbs where you want to see color.  
Attractive uses include planting bulbs 
to border a perennial garden, to fill in a 
rock garden and as a decorative accent 
circling a mailbox post or light pole.  
* * 
Garden experts recommend planting 
bulbs in crumbly soil with proper drain-
age, although hardy bulbs often thrive 
in less than satisfactory soil.  Soil that 
has not been turned over in a while will 
benefit from loosening it up with a shov-
el.  Your hole should be dug a few inches 
below where the bulb should sit to allow 
for fertilizer. 

Bulbs should be planted pointed side 
up.  Flat tubers should be planted side-
ways for best results. Avoid any air pock-
ets in hole which can inhibit growth. 
**

 
Here are more tips and shortcuts are 
geared toward cutting time and effort in 
the garden.

*Plants that grow best in alkaline soil 
such as geraniums and hydrangea will 
thank you with better blooms if  you 
water them with a mild mixture of  bak-
ing soda and water occasionally. 

 
*The first thing to check if  your aza-

lea leaves are looking yellow is the soil 

pH. Azaleas need a soil on the acid 
side. Alkalinity locks up iron needed for 
green color. 

 
*Adding Epsom Salt to plants has 

been reported to enhance the color of  
blossoms and leaves, promote new flow-
ers and fruit, improve the root system 
and improve the strength of  stems. For 
roses: Sprinkle one teaspoon of  Epsom 
Salts per foot of  plant height and spread 
evenly around the base for better blos-
soms and deeper greening. Add 1/2 cup 
sprinkled around the base and then 
scratched in, for strong production of  
new flowering canes and healthy new 
basal cane growth.

 
 *Did you know most fragrant flowers 

are lightly colored or white?  If  you 
want to add a scent to your garden, be 
generous with white or pastel blooms. 
**

 
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renown restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town common in 
historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the 
business of  dispensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a question regarding 
household or garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with readers of  
Stonebridge Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com.  Hints 
are entered into a drawing for dinner for 
two at the historic Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

The

hinT

Planning Ahead for a Flower Garden
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Spring cleaning, indoors and out, 
is a long-standing tradition for many 
households. But as we learn more 
about the important pollinators, in-
sect-eating toads, songbirds, and ben-
eficial insects, the more we realize we 
need to adjust some of  our timing and 
methods.

It is safe to 
remove winter 
protection, such 
as mulch, when 
the temperatures 
begin hovering 
around freezing or 
your plants are be-
ginning to sprout. 
Keep some frost protection handy just 
in case you need to protect any tender 
plants from a hard freeze.

Always check for frost heaving. 
When cold winters are interrupted 
by warm spells, bare soil may thaw 
and then refreeze. This temperature 
fluctuation can cause the soil to shift 
and push spring flowering bulbs, coral 
bells, daylilies, and other perennials 
out of  the soil. Just gently push them 
back in place or reset in the soil mak-
ing sure the roots are covered.

Wait for temperatures to be consis-
tently above 50 degrees to start cutting 
back perennials that were left stand-
ing. This allows any beneficial insects 
overwintering in the hollow stems 
time to emerge and find a summer 
home.

Cut some of  the stems to the ground 
and some back to 18 to 24 inches on 
each plant. These old stems provide 
summer homes for some of  our na-
tive bees. As new growth emerges in 
spring, it will mask the older stems so 
your garden will look as beautiful as 
ever.

If  you can’t wait, stack the stems out 
of  sight until temperatures warm and 
pollinators have a chance to emerge.  
Then chop and compost the debris in 
mid-summer.

Tie or bungy cord tall ornamental 
grass plants before cutting them back 
to make cleanup easier. Then use a 
hand pruner for small jobs or a string 
trimmer or hedge clipper for larger 
plantings. Wait for new growth to fill 
in shorter grasses and simply comb 
your fingers through the plant remov-
ing the old brown leaves.

Leave fall leaves on the soil sur-
rounding the plants to serve as mulch, 
suppressing weeds and conserving 
moisture. As the leaves break down, 
they add organic matter and nutrients 
to the soil. They also provide homes for 
beneficial insects and insulate the soil 

for plants, toads, and more.
Mark the location of  pe-

rennials like butterfly weed 
and hardy hibiscus that 
emerge later than most 
plants in spring. This helps 
to avoid accidentally weed-
ing them out. Leave a few 
stems standing, use plant 
markers, or next fall plant 

some spring flowering bulbs near the 
plants to serve as a colorful placehold-
er.

Consider leaving some sunny spots 
bare for ground-nesting bees. Avoid ar-
eas like entryways and gathering spots 
where people and the bees may collide. 
Although the bees are docile and not 
likely to sting, people are often fearful 
leading to their elimination. Setting 
aside some out-of-the-way spaces for 
ground-nesting bees allows everyone 
to coexist more happily.   

This is also a good time to tidy up 
garden beds and lawn edges. You’ll 
slow the invasion of  weeds and grass 
into garden beds and lawn encroach-
ing onto walks.

Remove weeds as they appear. The 
smaller weeds are easier to remove 
and eliminating them before they flow-
er and set seed means fewer weeds 
you’ll need to pull in the future.

Take advantage of  the delay in 
spring cleaning by cleaning and sharp-
ening your tools. When the tempera-
tures are right, with tools in hand, you 
will be ready to get busy in the garden.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small Space Gar-
dening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” instant vid-
eo and DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Spring garden cleanup 
with pollinators in mind

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMenTs

impending argument, 
only to discover they sim-
ply wanted advice. The 
text, devoid of  tone and 
context, became a breed-
ing ground for misunder-
standing, showcasing a 
moment where telepathic 
clarity — understanding 
the true intent behind 
the words — could have 
spared you the stress.

Or picture this: two 
travelers, one speaking 
only Italian and the other 
only Japanese, trying to 
find their way in a crowd-
ed international airport. 
Their attempts to com-
municate through ges-
tures and broken English 
spiral into confusion. 
Misinterpreting each oth-
er’s actions, they become 
increasingly frustrated 
and offended, convinced 
the other is being rude. 
The situation escalates, 
as neither can grasp the 
true intention behind the 
other’s gestures. 

A bystander who hap-
pens to speak both lan-

guages steps in to medi-
ate. The translator breaks 
down the language barri-
er and quickly resolves 
the misunderstanding. 
The tension dissolves into 
laughter and gratitude as 
they finally understand 
what each other means. 

Misunderstandings 
involve more than lan-
guage differences. Even 
when we speak the same 
language, we often end 
up confused and in con-
flict because of  misinter-
preting what’s meant by 
what’s said.

If  we could truly under-
stand the intentions and 
emotions behind other’s 
words and actions, many 
misunderstandings that 
lead to conflict could be 
avoided.

This is easier said than 
done, but what if ? 

 
What if  we just took a 

breath and tried to under-
stand rather than react-
ing with a knee-jerk reac-
tion and getting upset? 
Could we reduce social 
divisions, understand 

that we are all human, 
and accept that we are all 
different?

The world is filled with 
miscommunication; what 
if  we could become a 
more collaborative and 
innovative planet by truly 
looking past what is said 
and trying to understand 
what is meant.  

Relationships could 
flourish free from the 
constraints of  misinter-
pretation, with partners, 
friends, and family mem-
bers trying to understand 
rather than assuming 
that they know.

Telepathy, as defined 
by the late Terrence 
McKenna, could be the 
key to unlocking a new 
era of  human under-
standing and coopera-
tion.

Is this possible? I don’t 
know, but I suppose if  we 
stopped jumping to con-
clusions and practiced 
more patience, we might 
be headed in the right 
direction.

POSITIVELY
continued from page     A6

Melinda Myers

Adjusting your spring cleanup schedule will help pollinators like this bee on an allium flower.

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Community 
    Connection

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 03/08/24 was $3.74 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50  .......... $5.70
50-75  ......... $3.40
75-150  ....... $3.05
150-300  ...... $2.75

300-500  ......... $2.55
500 PLUS  ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel  ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Changing jobs? Consider these 401(k) options: 
•   Leave the money in your previous employer's plan
•   Move it to your new employer's plan
•   Roll it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
•   Cash out the account subject to early withdrawal penalties

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works 
best for you. 

New job, new retirement account options

IRT-1948L-A AECSPAD 21342433 

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

High school graduates 
or individuals looking to 
explore continuing ed-
ucation at any age have 
various options. Among 
the most popular options 
is enrolling in a college 
or university. Studying 
a trade in a vocational 
school is another popular 
option. 

What are vocational 
schools?

Vocational schools are 
sometimes referred to as 
career or trade schools. 
Vocational schools tend to 
offer certificate programs 
that are much shorter in 
duration than traditional 
college degree programs, 
and train students for 

skilled jobs. Vocational 
programs prepare in-
dividuals for careers in 
electrical work, hairstyl-
ing and cosmetology, cer-
tified nursing aids, auto-
motive work, and HVAC 
services, among others. 

Cost of  attendance
Cost of  education is 

an important factor when 
choosing a career, and 
the cost of  vocational 
school is no exception. 
The College Board says 
trade school costs be-
tween $5,000 and $15,000 
on average for a three- to 
18-month program. By 
comparison, the nation-
al average for a two-year 
degree program at pub-

lic and private colleges 
can range from $3,621 to 
$15,333 per year. The cost 
to attend a four-year col-
lege is considerably high-
er, though it varies widely 
by institution. 

NerdWallet reports 
that, as of  2021, total stu-
dent loan debt in the Unit-
ed States exceeded $1.61 
trillion. Vocational school 
can be a much more af-
fordable option than 
attending college, with-
out the specter of  large 
amounts of  debt looming 
once the training is over.

An obvious job path
Many higher educa-

tion concentrations are 
confronting low enroll-

ment, while vocational 
programs are doing quite 
well, according to The 
Hechinger Report, which 
covers innovation and 
equality in education. 
The reason may be that 
vocational training pres-
ents a clear career path, 
and a more secure way 
to a solid job. Mechanic 
and repair trade pro-
grams had an enrollment 
increase of  11.5 percent 
from spring 2021 to 2022, 
indicates the National 
Student Clearinghouse. 

“America is lending 
money it doesn’t have to 
kids who can’t pay it back 
to train them for jobs that 
no longer exist,” says 

Mike Rowe, television 
personality and founder 
of  the Mike Rowe Works 
Foundation, which offers 
scholarship money to 
those who are pursuing 
the trades. Rowe feels that 
America has convinced 
people that the best path 
for most people is an ex-
pensive education. Mean-
while, the Bureau of  La-
bor Statistics indicates 
there are more than sev-
en million jobs available 
across the U.S. that do not 
require a four-year-de-
gree. 

Advantages to voca-
tional schools

Trade school students 
can look forward to some 

benefits.
• hands-on learning
• more rigid schedule 
• efficient time usage
• faster class pace
• small class sizes
• ability for licensure, 

where needed
• lower costs of  atten-

dance compared to other 
types of  schooling

• instructors who are 
experts in their fields

Vocational schools are 
an option for students 
right out of  high school or 
those returning to school 
later in life. Such schools 
provide access to millions 
of  rewarding and lucra-
tive jobs that can offer fi-
nancial security. 

Consider these 
community college 

benefits 
College is the next natural step for many students after they finish high 

school. The process of  finding a school begins in junior year of  high school, and 
students and their parents may visit many different colleges and universities 
throughout the next year. Even though the bulk of  the focus might be on four-
year schools, students who may not yet have everything all figured out should 
not overlook the many benefits of  community colleges.

The United States Department of  State’s Education USA says community 
colleges offer two-year programs that lead to the Associate of  Arts (AA) or As-
sociate of  Science (AS) degree. Some community colleges also have vocational 
programs. Community colleges are a viable option for students interested in 
continuing their education. Undergraduate students studying at community col-
leges can earn academic credit that will eventually go toward a bachelor’s degree 
should they choose to continue schooling. The following are some of  the benefits 
of  community college.

• Flexible admissions process: Community colleges do not have the same time 
restrictions and other requirements as schools offering four-year degrees. Inter-
ested parties may be able to register for classes at any time and not have to worry 
about being accepted or not. 

• Part-time scheduling: Community colleges often offer part-time academic 
coursework, which means students do not have to take a set number of  credits 
each semester to remain enrolled. This allows students to attend college classes 
according to their own schedules and work at their own pace.

• More affordable tuition: Lower tuition is one of  the major draws to commu-
nity colleges. The career planning resource Indeed says that many community 
colleges further discount their offerings to in-state students. This helps make 
post-secondary education much more affordable, particularly for those who are 
not sure about what they want to study.

• Relationships with four-year schools: A number of  community colleges have 
partnerships with sister schools to facilitate the transfer of  associate degree 
credits for a student working toward a four-year degree. Education USA says in 
this “2+2” process,” a student can earn a bachelor’s degree with two years of 
community college, followed by two years of  university study. Some community 
colleges also serve as satellite locations for other schools, meaning one can take 
classes for a four-year school right on the community college campus if  the loca-
tion is more convenient.

• Smaller class sizes: Many community colleges have smaller class sizes that 
make it easier for students to adjust to the pace of  college life.

• Proximity to home: As the name implies, community college is a school that 
serves a particular community. That means it is likely close to home for the ma-
jority of  students. Students who may not be willing or able to go away to school 
may appreciate the convenience and proximity of  a community college.

Community college is an option that students may want to explore as they 
pursue post-secondary education.  

Get schooled on vocational training



BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE

SOUTHBRIDGE — On Saturday, 
March 9, the Quinebuag Masonic Lodge 
Community Outreach Program was in 
full swing at Big Bunny Supermarket in 
Southbridge. This first event was a Food 
Drive to collect food donations for the 
food share pantry, located at 79 Elm St in 
Southbridge. 

Volunteers from the Quinebuag 
Masonic Lodge in Southbridge weath-
ered the cool windy morning for five 
hours to collect food donations. The food 
share services Southbridge, Sturbridge, 
Holland, Wales, Brimfield, and Charlton. 
Big Bunny Market was buzzing with 
shoppers that morning and people were 
very generous and supportive of  the 
food drive. 

 The shoppers from Big Bunny market 
were bringing all kinds of  donations. 
For example, a case of  cereal, a case of  
peanut butter, a case of  canned Chef  
Boyardee ravioli, and so many boxes 
of  pasta and canned goods items. By 
the time the Quinebaug Masonic Lodge 
members put all these single items in 
paper bags along with the paper bags 
already full of  what the shoppers have 
given us, we were able to collect and 
donate 100 bags of  groceries to the food 
share two pick-up trucks full of  food.  We 
also collected $210 dollars in cash dona-
tions thanks to the generosity of  the Big 
Bunny shoppers. The lodge volunteers 
unanimously decided to take the $210 
and went back into the supermarket and 
purchased a lot more groceries for the 
Southbridge food share pantry. A spe-
cial thank you to Big Bunny Assistant 
Manager Coralee Safin for the generous 
donation of  two huge 20-pound bags of  
rice which will feed many families.

William Bouvier one of  the volunteers 
of  the Southbridge food share was all 
smiles and very, very happy to see two 
pickup trucks full of  grocery bags that 
was collected from the food drive. Mr. 
Bouvier mentioned to our volunteers 
that this is, as far as he knows, one of  
the largest single food donations that 
the food share has ever received. This 
food will feed a lot of  families in the 
community and in one month they esti-
mate to feed about 80-90 families. The 
Food Share was very grateful to the 
Quinebaug Masonic Lodge for picking 
the Southbridge food share as part of  
their Community Outreach Program 
for this year. If  you would like more 
information about Freemasonry, go to 
massfreemasonary.org to read to and to 
find a lodge nearest you. 

Big Bunny shoppers 
come through again

Courtesy

Left to right: Bro. Eric Willard, Bro. Clay Tull, center with arms spread Bro. Larry Burbridge, Bro. Will Proper and Kodie 
Tull, who is a volunteer and member of the Worcester Chapter of DeMolay.  

Left to right: Bro. Clay Tull, Big Bunny Meat Manager Mark Soulliere, holding a bag of rice, Bro. Larry Burbridge and 
Big Bunny Assistant Manager Coralee Safin holding a bag of rice. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  

Household Hazardous Waste Collection

Residents of Southbridge, Massachusetts  

Saturday March 30, 2024 ~ 9 am to 1 pm  
       Casella Waste Services Facility  

At 165 Barefoot Road (across from the landfill) 

Materials That Will Be Accepted At NO CHARGE for SOUTHBRIDGE RESIDENTS ONLY: 
Oil Based Paint, Pesticides/Herbicides, Cleaning Products, Household Batteries, Thinners/Strippers/Removers/Solvents, 
Acids/Bases, Automotive Oil/Antifreeze/Gasoline, Stains/Preservatives, Mercury, Fluorescent lights and Photo Chemicals.  
Small Electronics (other than those listed below), Yard Wastes (leaves, brush or shrubs), Bulky furniture. 

Materials That Will Be Accepted FOR A CHARGE: 
Appliances $20 each (computer monitors, televisions, refrigerators, dehumidifiers, air conditioners, water coolers or 
freezers). Propane tanks, car/truck tires, car/truck batteries $20 each. Mattresses:  As of November 1, 2022, mattresses 
will be accepted for a $25 fee at the Oxford Transfer Station located at 200 Leicester Street, North Oxford, MA, 
between the hours of 8:00 am and noon on Collection Event Days.  

MATERIALS THAT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AT 165 BAREFOOT ROAD FACILITY: 

 NO Asbestos, PCBs, explosives or shock-sensitive materials, ammunition, compressed gas cylinders, radio-active
wastes, pathological wastes, infectious waste, or medicines.   

 CONSTRUCTION & DEMOLITION DEBRIS (SEE NOTE BELOW FOR ALTERNATE DELIVERY SITE)

 NO COMMERCIAL WASTE  NO LATEX PAINT  NO
METAL 

 NO RECYCLING/CARDBOARD  NO FOOD OR HOUSEHOLD TRASH

On March 30, 2024, Southbridge Residents may bring up to 2 cubic yards (approximately 4’x4’x4’) of construction and 
demolition waste, free of charge, to the Casella Oxford Transfer Station located at 200 Leicester Street, North Oxford, MA, 
between the hours of 8:00 am and noon.   

You MUST provide a valid form of identification showing you are a resident of Southbridge (Driver’s license, Town tax bill, 
etc.) or you will have to pay a fee to use the facility.   

The Oxford Transfer Station will be accepting RESIDENTIAL construction and demolition debris ONLY.  NO OTHER 
wastes or recycling will be accepted in Oxford.  No commercial wastes will be accepted free of charge.     

Construction and Demolition Waste is waste building materials and rubble resulting from construction, remodeling, repair or 
demolition of buildings, pavements, roads or other structures (including but not limited to concrete, bricks, asphalt pavement, 
masonry, plaster, gypsum wallboard, metal, lumber and wood). 

See Southbridge Cable Access Channel 192 for more information 
   No pre-registration is necessary.  Proof of residency will be required. 

If you have any questions about the event or acceptable materials, please call 

Casella Waste Services at 888-532-2735 

ATTENTION! 

THIS WILL BE 
THE LAST 

COLLECTION 
EVENT HOSTED 

BY CASELLA. 

(Please contact the 
Board of Health for 
future collection event 
information)

Sturbridge: Ralph W. 
Gajewski, 90, passed away 
on March 3rd, with his 
daughters by his side at 
Quaboag Rehabilitation 
and Skilled Care Center, 
West Brookfield, after a 
brief  illness.

He was predeceased 
by his former wife of  27 

years, Dorothy (Richard) Gajewski and his longtime part-
ner Marsha Bader. He leaves his daughters, Debra L. Titus 
and her husband Matthew of  Jamesville, NY and Karen 
Niday and her husband Tim of  Tully, NY; his grandchil-
dren, Kyle Titus and his wife Alicia, Caitlin Griffin and 
her husband Richard, Tyler Niday and his partner Kate, 
Aaron Niday his partner Jackie; 4 great grandchildren and 
his sister-in-law Gloria Ryan.

Ralph was born in Webster the son of  Marcin and 
Elizabeth (Walkowiak) Gajewski. He attended school in 
Webster and went on to serve in the US Navy during the 
Korean War. He then held a long career at Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft, in East Hartford, CT for 40+ years.

Ralph was an avid sportsman enjoying archery, hunt-
ing and fishing. He loved teaching his grandchildren and 
many others the sports he thoroughly enjoyed. As a life-
time member of  the Hamilton Rod & Gun Club, Ralph was 
a founding member of  “The Big MOE”, a sportsmen expo 
for children. Ralph was also a fan of  the Boston Red Sox 
and the New England Patriots. He enjoyed many games 
with his good friend Hanford Clay.

If  you knew Ralph, you knew he enjoyed each and every 
day/season and lived life to the fullest.

Burial will take place at a later date. The Daniel T. 
Morrill Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, is 
directing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Ralph W. Gajewski, 90
OBITUARY

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@

stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers 
that’s not really limited. We’re only offering 
this window discount and this patio and 
entry door discount for 31 days!1 

LESS THAN two weeks left to book your 
FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

Sale ends March 31!

•  Renewal by Andersen is the full-service 
replacement window division of 
Andersen®, a company that has built 
windows and doors for over 121 years.

•  Our windows’ Fibrex® material is  
twice as strong as low-end vinyl.

•  Compared to ordinary dual-pane glass, 
our SmartSun™ glass is 49% more 
energy-efficient in the winter and helps 
make your home more comfortable.2

windows & doors 31-DAY SALE

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 3/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) 
or more windows or entry/patio doors between 3/1/2024 and 3/31/2024. Additional $150 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 3/31/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less 
than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. 
Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and 
state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your 
local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2Values are based 
on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables. 
“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

1-800-209-2746

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, 
GET ONE

40% OFF1

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR1

$150 OFF
No minimum purchase required.Minimum purchase of four required.

PLUS

PLUS NO
Money Down

NO
Monthly Payments

for 1 
year1NO

Interest 

Less than two weeks left!



The college admissions process is multifaceted and stretches 
out over a year or more. High school students who plan to con-
tinue their education at four-year schools typically go through 
the admissions process at various schools before deciding 
where the next step on their academic journeys will take them. 

Testing is part of the college admissions process. Parents and 
guardians who want to give young people the best chance of 
being admitted to their preferred school can help students pre-
pare accordingly. In the United States, performance on the SAT 
and/or the ACT has traditionally been a key consideration for col-
lege admissions departments. The college information resource 
CollegeVine says standardized test scores are not required 
in the admissions process for public Canadian universities, 
although some private 
ones will accept SAT 
scores. According to 
the Princeton Review, 
the SAT is created and 
administered by the 
College Board. The 
test consists of Math 
and Evidence-based 
Reading and Writing. 
Each section is scored 
on a 200-to-800-point 
scale, (a score of 1600 
indicates mastery of 
the exam). The ACT 
is a similar test that 
also helps measure 
college readiness. 
The ACT consists of 
four sections: English, 
Reading, Math, and 
Science. There’s also 
an optional 40-minute 
Writing Test that some 
colleges may require. 
The maximum com-
posite score for the 
ACT is 36.

Most schools do not 
favor one test over the 
other, so it’s possible 
students will take just 
one exam. However, 
college-bound stu-
dents are increasingly 
taking both the SAT 
and ACT and only 
submitting the higher 
score to schools. This 
is important for fam-
ilies and students to 
recognize. Generally, 
students can study 
concurrently for both 
tests, and the follow-
ing are some addi-
tional strategies to 
prepare for college 
admissions testing.

• Enroll in a test 
prep course. Students 
may benefit from tak-
ing test prep courses 
either in sophomore 
year of high school 
or early in their junior 
year. These courses 
familiarize students 
with the testing format 
and enable them to 
take practice exams. 
They also offer tips 
for getting through the 
test within the alloted 
time. Knowing “how” 
to take the test is 
often just as important 
as knowing the mate-
rial on the test.

• Focus on vocabu-
lary. Families can work 
together to expand 
students’ vocabular-
ies. Everyone can 
learn new words and 
use them on a daily 
basis.

• Prioritize rest and 
a healthy lifestyle. This 
can be a stressful 
time in students’ lives. 
Parents and other 
caregivers can recog-
nize this and reinforce 
healthy living habits 
that will help teens 
get the rest they need 
to stay both physical-
ly and mentally well. 
Try not to put extra 
pressure on students 
during this critical 
time. Avoid emphasiz-
ing a need to get the 
best test scores pos-
sible, which can lead 
to additional stress, 
burnout and resent-
ment.

• Realize many 
schools are test-op-
tional. Students who 
simply are not excel-
lent test-takers may 
take comfort in know-
ing that a growing 
number of schools 
have become test-op-
tional. Families can 
determine if students 
want to be “one-and-
done” on standardized 
testing, or take the test 
a few times to improve 
their scores.

Families can work 
together to make 
preparing for stan-
dardized testing more 
successful.  • Prioritize 
rest and a healthy life-
style. This can be a 
stressful time in stu-
dents’ lives. Parents 
and other caregivers 
can recognize this and 
reinforce healthy living 
habits that will help 

teens get the rest they need to stay both physically and 
mentally well. Try not to put extra pressure on students 
during this critical time. Avoid emphasizing a need to 
get the best test scores possible, which can lead to 
additional stress, burnout and resentment.

• Realize many schools are test-optional. Students 
who simply are not excellent test-takers may take com-
fort in knowing that a growing number of schools have 
become test-optional. Families can determine if stu-
dents want to be “one-and-done” on standardized test-
ing, or take the test a few times to improve their scores.

Families can work together to make preparing for 
standardized testing more successful.  BS244845

How to help students master 
college entrance exams

• Stonebridge Press •11www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, March 14-15, 2024

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

508-341-8299
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street • Brookfield, MA  01506

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market 
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my 

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist 
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years 

508-341-8299 
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday” 

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

Homes are still selling quickly. If you’re in the market
to sell your home in 2024, call and ask about my

SPRING SPECIAL!

Listing Specialist
Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 18 years

508-341-8299
“Opening New Doors For Families Everyday”

If you have friends or family who may need real estate services, I would appreciate your referral.

We Buy: 
Small & Large Collections of Artwork, 

Baseball, Basketball, Football, and 
Pokémon Cards, Comics, Coins, 

Collectibles, Gold, Silver, Jewelry, 
Military Items, Stamps, Trains, Toys, 

Vehicles, Primitive Furniture, Late 1800’s, 
High-End Mid-Century Designer Furniture

We are looking for clients wanting 
to sell their small & large collections of the 
following items to earn some quick cash.

Make some $$$$ from your years of 
collecting! Turn it into money you can use 

for Vacation, Bills, Hobby, etc.

www.CleanSlateEstate.com • (401) 640-9385

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! We are celebrating  
by offering you savings of 20%-60% Off storewide.

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners

Anniversary Sale!

Biggest Sale of the Year!

Storewide SavingS!

As an added bonus, qualified buyers pay 0% Interest and  
NO DOWN PAYMENT for 1 FULL YEAR!

REGISTER TO WIN A $500 SHOPPING SPREE! (No purchase necessary)

v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment Centers
v Sealy Mattresses
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoWinter

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Mass save hvac 
approved vendor 
Energize CT hvac 
approved vendor

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT  

HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one low 

price! 
Get 7 papers.

774-200-7308
GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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For Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge press.news

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

S P R I N G F I E L D 
— American Interna-
tional College (AIC) 
congratulates Morgan 
Martellio of  Uxbridge 
for being named by the 
American Field Hockey 
Coaches Association as a 
member of  the 2023 Divi-
sion II National Academ-
ic Squad.

Martellio was among 
fourteen members of  the 

AIC field hockey team to 
be awarded the honor. 
These undergraduate 
student-athletes were 
recognized for having a 
cumulative grade point 
average of  at least 3.50 
on a 4.00 scale through 
the end of  the fall 2023 
semester.

Founded in 1885, 
American International 
College (AIC) is a private, 

co-educational, doctor-
al granting institution 
located in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, compris-
ing the School of  Busi-
ness, Arts and Sciences, 
the School of  Education, 
and the School of  Health 
Sciences. AIC supports 
and advances education, 
diversity, and opportu-
nity for its students and 
the community.

CHARLTON — Satur-
day, March 16 is National 
Quilting Day and Cor-
nerstone Quilters Guild 
is holding their Second 
Annual Quilting Day Ex-
hibit and Demonstration 
in Dexter Hall from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

The room will be 
filled with many differ-
ent types of  quilts, and 
participants will host 
demonstrations of  hand 
and machine quilting 
techniques highlight-

ing the diverse world of 
quilting from traditional 
to modern to contempo-
rary. They will also be 
available to answer ques-
tions. They will have 
information about their 
workshops and commu-
nity outreach as well. 
This event is free and 
open to all; no registra-
tion is required. Stop by!

The Cornerstone Quil-
ters Guild is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization 
founded in the spring 

of  2000.  The Guild has 
more than 100 members 
from the Central Massa-
chusetts and Northeast 
Connecticut areas. They 
welcome everyone with 
an interest in the art of 
quilt making, both be-
ginners and experienced 
quilters alike!

Charlton Public Li-
brary is located at 40 
Main St. 

AIC student Morgan Martellio 
named to American Field 

Hockey Coaches Association 
National Academic Squad

National Quilting Day 
exhibit & demonstration at 

Charlton Public Library



On Tuesday, March 5, 
the local boys’ varsity 
basketball teams from 
Shepherd Hill (Division 
2) and Tantasqua (Di-
vision 3) embarked on 
their respective Round 
of  16 contests.

The 16th seeded 
Rams battled with the 
tournament’s top seed, 
Malden Catholic, but 
were unable to secure 
a victory in a 59-40 set-
back. Malden Catholic 
then topped No. 8 Holy-
oke, 60-43, to advande to 

the Final Four. And the 
ninth ranked Warriors 
couldn’t get past No. 
8 Newburyport, 59-58. 

Newburyport then lost 
to No. 1 Charlestown in 
the Elite 8 round, 87-72.

Shepherd Hill fin-

ished 16-6 while Tanta-
squa, the Clark Tour-
nament Large Schools 
Champions, ended 15-8.

SPORTS
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

Charlton Youth Basketball Accepting 
Scholarship Applications

Shepherd Hill, Tantasqua both
reach Round of 16 before bowing out

Second period special teams help Tewksbury
defeat Rockets in State Tournament Elite 8

Charlton Youth Basketball (CYB) 
is proud to announce that it will be 
awarding up to four (4) $500 schol-
arships to graduating seniors that 
have participated in their recre-
ational program.

“The CYB program has been 
built on the strength of  the Charl-
ton community, and we recognize 
the rising cost of  higher education 
can have a tremendous impact on 

a child's decision to attend college. 
We want to do our small part to en-
courage our alumni to follow their 
dreams, and hope this scholarship 
does just that,” said CYB President 
Garret Holland.

Information and the application 
can be found at http://www.charl-
tonbasketball.com. The deadline to 
apply is March 31.

File photo

Lucas Miglionico and the Shepherd Hill boys’ varsity basket-
ball team had a successful season that finished in the Division 
2 State Tournament Round of 16.

File photo

A strong season that included the Clark Tournament Large 
Schools Championship, Jack Rapose and the Tantasqua boys’ 
varsity basketball team eventually lost in the Round of 16 of 
the Division 3 State Tournament.

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WOBURN — When taking on the top seeded Tewks-
bury boys’ varsity ice hockey team in the Elite 8 round 
of  the Division 2 State Tournament, Auburn head 
coach Glen Bombard made one thing clear.

“A team like that, they’re skilled and you can’t give 
them power plays. Point blank. You just can’t do it,” 
said Bombard.

The ninth ranked Rockets — a co-op with stu-
dent-athletes also from Tantasqua, Shepherd Hill and 
Millbury — allowed a pair of  second period power play 
goals and then the Redmen also scored a shorthanded 
strike, turning a 3-2 advantage after one period into a 
6-2 lead through two.

“We screwed up in the second period,” said Bom-
bard, as Auburn eventually lost, 7-2, at the O’Brien 
Ice Rink on Wednesday, March 6. “That’s pretty much 
what it came down to.”

With the game at 3-2 early in the second, the Rockets 
were awarded a power play. But Auburn took a penal-
ty of  their own, and then another a minute later. Now 
skating five-on-three, Tewksbury took advantage. Tyler 
Bourgea made a pass over to Matthew Cooke, who then 
slapped a pass near the right post to Jeremy Insogna, 
who tapped the puck into the net. The Redmen made 
it a 5-2 game a minute later with Bourgea scoring, and 
Insogna and Tyler Barnes grabbing the assists.

With the clock ticking toward the end of  the second 
period, the Rockets went on another power play. But it 
was Tewksbury who found the net, Bourgeau taking 
a pass from Barnes and beating Auburn goalie Ethan 
LaPlante (21 saves).

“We gave up the five-on-three and then the short-
handed, and that kind of  put the nail in the coffin,” said 
Bombard.

The Redmen put the finishing touches on their vic-
tory with another power play goal — they were three-
for-three with the man-advantage — midway through 
the third period. There, Insogna scored with Cooke and 
Jake Cunha assisting.

“I thought we played a great third period. We just 
didn’t put anything into the net,” Bombard said of  the 
final frame of  his team’s season.

The first period was a back-and-forth affair. Tewks-
bury took 1-0 and 2-1 leads (Jason Shreenan and Bour-
gea scoring), only for Auburn to battle back to twice 
tie the score. Nathan Dono beat Redmen goalie David 
Karlberg (26 saves) twice for both of  the Rockets’ goals, 
with Austin Dono and Ethan McDermott assisting on 
the first, and the second coming unassisted.

Cooke scored later in the first for Tewksbury to 
take a 3-2 lead into the first intermission, but Bombard 
wasn’t concerned at that point in time.

“I felt pretty confident going into the second period,” 
said Bombard.

But the Redmen took advantage of  their opportuni-
ties and moved to the tournament’s Final Four.

“We just made mistakes that we haven’t made in 
the last nine games, and those mistakes came back to 
haunt us,” said Bombard.

Tewksbury (21-3) then defeated No. 4 Woburn, 6-4, to 
advance to the State Final, while the Rockets wound up 
with a record of  17-6.

“We have a ton of  these guys returning next year, so 
we’ll see what happens,” said Bombard. “I’m extremely 
proud. They’re awesome kids. We’ll keep building.”

Nick Ethier

Auburn’s Erik Dupuis, left, gets ready to win a faceoff against 
Tewksbury.

Nick Ethier

Wyatt Zalneraitis of Auburn 
plays the puck along the blue 
line.

Nick Ethier

(Right) Auburn’s Owen 
Stattenfield handles the puck 
into Tewksbury’s zone.

Nick Ethier

Goalie Ethan LaPlante of Auburn saves the puck versus 
Tewksbury.

Nick Ethier

After scoring a goal, Auburn’s Nathan Dono (4) and Austin 
Dono (9) jump into the glass to celebrate with the Rockets’ 
faithful.



14  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, March 14-15, 2024



• Stonebridge Press •15www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, March 14-15, 2024

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
Located in the church hall at 296 North 
Main St. North Brookfield 
Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the 
month from 5:00-6:30PM
the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12 
Noon-1:15PM
Any questions should be directed to the 
Rectory office 508 867-6469.
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community 
partner affiliated with the Worcester County 
Food Bank.                    

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint John Paul II Food Pantry
Saint Vincent de Paul
279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA  01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM, Wednes-
day 9 AM -11 AM

Southbridge Food Share Pantry
 79 Elm St., Southridge, Ma. 01550.  
Distribution:  MWF from 10:00AM - 
11:15AM
SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
 RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM 
- Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 



16  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, March 14-15, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO ADOPT AMENDMENTS 

TO CHAPTER 2 OF THE 
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE 

BOARD OF HEALTH CODE OF 
REGULATIONS: STORAGE AND 

DISPOSAL 
OF SOLID WASTE

On March 28, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. the 
Southbridge Board of Health will hold 
a Public Hearing at the Town Hall, 
Veteran’s Room (main level) to discuss 
comments, and vote on minor lan-
guage and amendments to the Town 
of Southbridge Board of Health Code 
of Regulations, Chapter 2: Storage and 
Disposal of Solid Waste specifically 
adding, Section 5.5.; §5.5.1-6: Opting 
in or out of the Municipal Curbside 
Program. Amending Section 6.4: 
Inspections and Enforcement §6.4.2 
Penalties and Section 7.5 Inspections 
and Enforcement §7.5.2 Penalties. 
A draft of the proposed amendments 
can be reviewed on the Town of 
Southbridge web site at ci.southbridge.
ma.us, Office of the Town Clerk or cop-
ies may be obtained by mail or email 
upon request. All persons requesting 
copies must contact the Southbridge 
Board of Health at (508) 764-4252.
All interested parties may submit 
comments in writing to the Office of 
the Board of Health 41 Elm Street 
Southbridge, MA. Any written com-
ments regarding these proposed reg-
ulations will be accepted at the office 
of the Board of Health until 12:00 p.m. 
(noon) Wednesday, March 27, 2024.
March 14, 2024
March 21, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO24P0561EA
Estate of: 

Timothy Lamica
Date Of Death: 
January 4, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Richard Lamica of Southbridge MA
Richard Lamica of Southbridge MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Petitioner.
March 14, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0635EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Marie Angela Blazonis
Date of Death:  01/08/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by 
Laura A. Sommers of Coeymans 
Hollow NY
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Laura A. Sommers of Coeymans 
Hollow NYbe appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
03/26/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-

ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 04, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 14, 2024

LEGALS

For Legal Advertising 
Information, 

Call 508-909-4127  
email:

 legals@
stonebridge
press.news

mostly featured local 
acts with some bigger 
names, including Gene 
Loves Jezebel.

But the sprawling 
building played a much 
larger role in South-
bridge’s life in its earlier 
incarnations. Until 2002, 
a large section farther 
up Mill Street was home 
to the nation’s first Ames 
Department Store, start-
ing in 1958. 

“...I remember going 
there, especially on Fri-
day nights and Saturdays 
to shop,” local historian 
Dick Whitney recalls on 
his Web site, dickwhit-
ney.net. “When I think 
of  Ames, I recall walking 
through the front doors 
and stepping on the 
creaky wooden floors. I 
also especially can pic-
ture the large wooden 
staircase that was locat-
ed to the left in center of 
the store, as I believe it 
led down to the toy sec-
tion of  the store. This is 
where I spent most of  my 
time, and I avoided the 
clothing area (and most 
often still do!).”

 At the same Web 
site, former Southbridge 
resident Dick Bedard 
recalled, “From 6 p.m. 
to 11:30 [p.m.], Mon-
day through Saturday, 
I worked at the cafete-
ria in the basement of 
the Ames Worsted lo-
cated at the jog on Mill 
Street. I was alone for 
the night shift and ran 
the “roach coach” food 
wagon around the en-
tire plant; once before 7 
p.m. and twice following 
the evening meal in the 
cafeteria at 7 [p.m.]. As 
I remember, the plant 
was rather busy during 
‘49/’50 and working with 
those folks was a great 
experience.”

The department store 
was an outgrowth of  the 
Ames Worsted Co, which 
acquired the entire com-
plex in the late 1930s and 
ran it “until sometime in 
the 1960s,” Whitney’s site 
states. The name came 
from its owner, Ames 
Stevens, who also owned 
Lowell’s US Bunting Co.

Stevens bought it 
largely intact after the 
stockholders of  Ham-
ilton Woolen Mfg. Co. 
voted to close in  1935. 

According to the un-
signed “Shocked South-
bridge” story in Time 
magazine of  Jan 28, 1935 
(https://content.time.
com/time/subscriber/
article/0,33009,748377,00.
html), the closure was 
management’s response 
to a unionization effort 
that had attracted 300 of 
the firm’s 1000 employ-
ees. The prior Septem-
ber, workers had gone on 
strike over pay and work-
ing conditions, so the 
mill closed temporarily 
pending negotiations. It 
reopened, but the union 
called for strike anyway.

“The factory was pick-
eted, non-union workers 
were threatened with 
violence, their homes 
stoned,” Time reported. 
“Rather than limp along 
with a crippled staff, 
the mill closed and has 
remained closed ever 
since.”

Despite appeals from 
nonunion workers and 
local stockholder George 
Grant (who also owned 
the Southbridge Press 

and was dubbed “may-
or of  Southbridge”), the 
“little group of  elderly, 
well-dressed Massachu-
setts folk” in Boston 
voted to close 26,589-
815. Note that total is by 
shares not by individu-
als; it doesn’t say how 
many people actually 
held stock.

“That night nearly 
one-fifth of  the people 
of  Southbridge crawled 
into bed with nothing to 
look forward to but the 
dole,” Time concluded. 

Records at Harvard 
University’s Hollis Ar-
chives (https://hollisar-
chives.lib.harvard.edu/
repositories/11/resourc-
es/9867) agree on the big 
picture, but have differ-
ing details. For exam-
ple, that site’s summary 
states, “In 1934, the com-
pany was hit with a gen-
eral strike with demands 
of  higher wages, a small-
er machine load, equal 
distribution of  work, 
and a union shop. Com-
pany records and news-
paper clippings in the 

collection make it clear 
that women were ac-
tive in all aspects of  the 
strike. The strike was led 
by Miss Janviers (Jean) 
Gauthier, President of 
United Textile Workers 
of  America, Local # 2324, 
who had formulated the 
demands.”

Until that point, Ham-
ilton Woolen had been 
one of  the town’s most 
stable and long-lasting 
businesses, according to 
a Mass Historical Com-
mission (MHC) report 
from 1983. For most of 
that time, it did far more 
than just wool; its prod-
ucts included cotton, 

broadcloth, delaines and 
various other textiles, 
plus finished clothing in 
later years.

By the early 20th cen-
tury, it “continued to 
dominate the local textile 
industry” even though 
it ended cotton produc-
tion. That dominance 
was largely represented 
by new products that 
allowed it “to remain 
competitive in the world 
market,” a willingness 
to retrofit, and the firm’s 
purchase of  Central 
Mills downtown. By 1927, 
the MHC states, Hamil-
ton had 1400 employees, 
59,000 spindles and 1200 

looms in 27 buildings.
Late in the 1800s, 

Hamilton was the gen-
esis of  another major 
Southbridge company 
that would actually go 
on to outlive Hamilton 
itself, but not compete 
with it. That was Ameri-
can Optical. Its 1891 pres-
ident George Wells used 
“his experience with the 
machinery at Hamilton 
Woolen Mfg. Co. … to 
develop new machines 
and tools which greatly 
improved the produc-
tion process,” the MHC 
states.

Hamilton had by then 
existed since 1831, sur-
viving a major fire in 
1850. It was one of  sev-
eral textile firms that 
drew thousands of  Irish, 
French-Canadian, Al-
banian and other immi-
grants to Southbridge 
during that century and 
later. It fueled the devel-
opment of  Globe Village, 
which had its own post 
office and telegraph of-
fice in the Union Block 
by at least 1896, its own 
fire station (alongside 
the mill’s fire depart-
ment), and extensive res-
idential housing.

 “Despite its overall 
expansion, the growth 
of  the textile industry 
was far from even. Re-
peated fires and long 
periods of  inactivity at 
several of  the mill sites 
were common,” MHC 
reports. “... Those mills 
that continued in opera-
tion, with the exception 
of  the stable Hamilton 
Woolen Mfg. Co., under-
went frequent changes 
of  ownership by Boston 
and Rhode Island inves-
tors.” 

Elsewhere, it notes 
that was because of  the 
“very unstable nature of 
the early textile industry 
and repeated periods of 
depression and prosper-
ity.”

Hamilton was not the 
first mill on that site, 
though. That was the vil-
lage’s namesake Globe 
Mfg Co, founded in 1814 
as a cotton mill and later 
renamed Wolcott Woolen 
Mfg. Co. Wolcott was “de-
stroyed by a flood and the 
collapse of  the ‘Big Dam’ 
in 1829,” MHC states.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

MILL
continued from page     A1

A perspective that can never be seen again: The mill’s main 
tower as seen through a back wall window halfway through 
demolition.

The fate of the main tower and the section behind it along 
Mill Street remain in doubt.

A view from the river end of the mill’s east wing during dem-
olition.

Courtesy

This is what the mill complex looked like in 1903, as seen 
from across the river on Hamilton Street. The wooden build-
ings in front have been gone a long time, and the three-story 
wing at left was demolished last weekend. (Source: Digital 
Commonwealth)
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P0616EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Dorothy S. Wright
Date of Death:  09/30/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative  has been filed by 
Martha Mitchell of South Hadley MA
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Martha Mitchell of South Hadley MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/02/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 28, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

March 14, 2024 

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Scott R. Leduc 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Mackinac 
Savings Bank, FSB, dated July 13, 
2010 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 46054, Page 185, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, by assignment from:
 Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. to Bank of America, N.A., 
successor by merger to BAC Home 
Loans Servicing LP, FKA Countrywide 
Home Loans Servicing LP, recorded on 
June 28, 2012, in Book No. 49198, at 
Page 363 
 Bank of America, N.A., successor by 
merger to BAC Home Loans Servicing 
LP, FKA Countrywide Home Loans 
Servicing LP to Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, recorded 
on December 22, 2016, in Book No. 
56507, at Page 264 
 Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development to Bayview Loan 
Servicing, LLC, recorded on December 
22, 2016, in Book No. 56507, at Page 
267 
 Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC to 
Bayview Dispositions IVB, LLC, record-
ed on February 19, 2020, in Book No. 
61910, at Page 365 
 Bayview Dispositions IVB, LLC to J.P. 
Morgan Mortgage Acquisition Corp., 
recorded on February 19, 2020, in 
Book No. 61910, at Page 368 
 J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition 
Corp. to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual capac-
ity but solely as owner Trustee for 
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust, recorded on 
October 22, 2021, in Book No. 66355, 
at Page 241 
 for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 3:00 PM on March 25, 2024, 
on the mortgaged premises located 
at 153 New Boston Road, Sturbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land in Sturbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, situated on 
the northeasterly corner of New Boston 
Road and Field Drive, being Lot #120 
on Plan of Glen Ridge by R.O. and G.G. 

Dingman, Engrs., dated November 
19, 1949, filed with Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 164 Plan 
3, bounded and described as follows: 
NORTHERLY by lot 121 on said plan, 
174.36 feet; 
EASTERLY by New Boston Road, 
90.19 feet; 
SOUTHERLY by Field Drive 180 feet; 
and 
WESTERLY by lot 119 on said plan, 
90 feet.
 For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 24876, Page 160.
 These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature of liens, 
improvements, public assessments, 
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or liens 
or existing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over said mort-
gage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
 A deposit of Five Thousand  
($5,000.00) Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid by 
the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid 
by certified or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or 
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication.
 Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale.
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 
ACQUISITION TRUST
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
25069
February 29, 2023
March 7, 2024
March 14, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing on the proposed 
Tantasqua Regional School District 
budget for 2024-2025 will be held on 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Cafeteria of Tantasqua Regional 
Junior High School, in accordance with 
M.G.L., Chapter 71, § 38N.  A copy 
of the proposed budget is available 
at the Office of the Superintendent of 
Schools, 320A Brookfield Rd., Fisk-
dale, MA.  
NOTE:  The regular school commit-
tee meeting will begin following the 
Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m.
Michael Valanzola
Chairman
Tantasqua Regional School District 
Committee
March 14, 2024
March 15, 2024

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Eric Vaughan 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
Guaranteed Rate, Inc., dated January 
31, 2018 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 58396, Page 54, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, by assignment from:
 Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Guaranteed Rate, Inc., its 
successors and assigns to Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper, 
recorded on August 22, 2019, in Book 
No. 60917, at Page 335 
 for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 1:00 PM on April 12, 2024, 
on the mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 27 Henry Street, Southbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land in Southbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, with the build-
ings thereon, situated northerly from 
Worcester Street and on the westerly 
side of Henry Street, bounded and 
described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the southeast corner 
at an iron pin in the ground on the 
westerly line of said Henry Street and 

at corner of land now or formerly of 
Philibert Quevillon; 
THENCE northerly by said line of said 
street fifty-nine (59) feet, more or less, 
to an iron pin in the ground at land now 
or formerly of Henry A. Morse; 
THENCE westerly by land now or for-
merly of Henry A. Morse, seventy-one 
(71) feet to wall and land now or for-
merly of said Morse; 
THENCE southerly sixty-six (66) feet 
by land now or formerly of said Henry 
A. Morse to an iron pin in the ground at 
land now or formerly of said Philibert 
Quevillon; 
THENCE easterly by land now or 
formerly of said Philibert Quevillion, 
seventy-two (72) feet to the point of 
beginning. 
Said premises are Lot #13 as num-
bered and shown on a plan of lots 
made for Henry A. Morse by Arthur C. 
Moore, C.E., dated August 17, 1889.
 For mortgagor’s(s’) title see 
deed recorded with Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 58396, Page 51.
 These premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, rights of way, 
restrictions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature of liens, 
improvements, public assessments, 
any and all unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax 
liens, water and sewer liens and any 
other municipal assessments or liens 
or existing encumbrances of record 
which are in force and are applica-
ble, having priority over said mort-
gage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
 A deposit of Five Thousand  
($5,000.00) Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid by 
the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid 
by certified or bank check at Harmon 
Law Offices, P.C., 150 California St., 
Newton, Massachusetts 02458, or 
by mail to P.O. Box 610389, Newton 
Highlands, Massachusetts 02461-
0389, within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  The descrip-
tion of the premises contained in said 
mortgage shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication.
 Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale.
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A 
MR. COOPER
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
24977
March 14, 2024
March 21, 2024
March 28, 2024

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TO ADOPT AMENDMENTS

 TO BOARD OF HEALTH 
FEE SCHEDULE

On March 28, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. the 
Southbridge Board of Health will hold 
a Public Hearing at the Town Hall, 
Veteran’s Room (main level) to discuss 
comments, and vote on adoption of the 
Board of Health Fee Schedule. 
A draft of the proposed Board of Health 
Fee Schedule can be reviewed on the 
Town of Southbridge website at ci.
southbridge.ma.us, Office of the Town 
Clerk or copies may be obtained by 
mail or email upon request. All persons 
requesting copies must contact the 
Southbridge Board of Health at (508) 
764-4252.
All interested parties may submit 
comments in writing to the Office of 
the Board of Health 41 Elm Street 
Southbridge, MA. Any written com-
ments regarding the Board of Health 
Fee Schedule will be accepted at the 
office of the Board of Health until 12:00 
p.m. (noon) Wednesday, March 27, 
2024.
March 14, 2024
March 21, 2024

Sturbridge Planning Board
Public Hearing

Application for Site Plan Approval
Tsantinis, LLC

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024 at 6:35 PM 
in the Center Office Building locat-
ed at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, 
MA 01566 and/or by virtual means if 
circumstances warrant, in accordance 
with applicable law; on the application 
of Tsantinis, LLC.for the property locat-
ed at 5 Snell Street.
The applicant requests Site Plan Ap-
proval as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan 
Review to change the use of the exist-
ing structure to a mixed-use retail and 
residential use and to continue use of 

the pre-existing non-conforming park-
ing lot
The existing residential unit upstairs 
will remain and the unit downstairs will 
be converted into a small retail shop 
containing 873 square feet. In accor-
dance with the plans and application 
submitted, the only exterior changes 
will be the construction of a handicap 
ramp, new signage, and the relocation 
of the existing wooden planters to ac-
commodate the full length of the park-
ing spaces on site. No new pavement 
or grading is required or proposed. The 
existing parking lot contains five (5) 
pre-existing parking spaces and the 
applicant has a shared parking agree-
ment with 428 Main Street for three 
(3) spaces for a total of eight spaces 
where 6 are required.
A copy of the site plan and applica-
tion can be inspected on the Stur-
bridge Town Website at https://www.
sturbridge.gov/planning-board/pages/
recent-filings or arrangements can be 
made to view the application packet by 
contacting the Sturbridge Planning De-
partment at (508) 347-2508 or by email 
at jlacy@sturbridge.gov.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted 
in person and may be conducted via 
remote means if circumstance war-
rant, in accordance with applicable law. 
This means that members of the public 
body as well as members of the public 
may access this meeting in person, or 
via virtual means.
ht tps: / /g lobal .gotomeet ing.com/
join/472675877
Every effort will be made to ensure that 
the public can adequately access the 
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are 
unable to do so, despite best efforts, 
we will post of the Town’s website an 
audio or video recording, transcript, or 
other comprehensive record of the pro-
ceedings as soon as possible after the 
meeting.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
March 7, 2024
March 14, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO24P0530EA
Estate of: 

Dan Foskett
Date Of Death: 

December 9, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Lynn Purcell of Southbridge MA
Lynn Purcell of Southbridge MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Petitioner.
March 14, 2024

LEGALS

For Legal 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
508-909-4127 

email:
legals@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

LIST NOW!! 
INVENTORY DOWN!!

WANTED - MULTI FAMILIES
Buyers are Anxious to Have a Home!

Call for a FREE Market Analysis
 and Consulation

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

34 Ridge Road $369,900  316 Dresser Hill Rd  $399,900

27 Walnut Street $419,900Freeman Road

SOUTHBRIDGE
Oversized Cape

DUDLEY - 
One Level Living

CHARLTON-
Land! Land! Land!

OXFORD -
 NEW LISTING!!!

*Town Services *Above Ground Pool
* 20’x20’ Living Room

* 1.5 Baths * Garage
*Available Immediately

*Great Yard * Sided
*Newly Carpeted

*New Septic System
*Home for Heroes Reward if you Qualify

* New Kitchen... New Flooring
* Newly Carpeted

* Fireplace
*New bath

* New Hot Water Heater
*Garage

*3 Season Porch
*Be Quick - Great Location

Thinking About a Move?
Buying or Selling 

there are opportunites 
available

Attend a FREE 
Real Estate Class

Call Jo-Ann 
508-943-7669

Development opportunity for
 40 Houses

Call Jo-Ann for details

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing
WEBSTER - 26 NORMANDY AVE.
First Time Offered!1960 era One Level, 
Spacious 3 BR Ranch Home on a large, 
near level, 10,000 SF Lot! 14x28 Carport 

(or Large Covered Patio as needed :-). Municipal water & sewer.  Hardwood floors in the Living 
Room and all 3 BRs. New Electrical Service Panel.   $322,000

WEBSTER - 18 EASTERN AVE.  
Featured New Listing

ON DEPOSIT

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THIS ONE! This property offers a whole 
lot more than meets the eye! 2 Family that served the same family 
for over 65 Years. 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 1st flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd 
flr. Offers a shared front entry porch & a separate finished side 
entry porch for the 1st floor apt only. A rear open porch provides 
a private space & scenic views for the 2nd floor. It’s situated on an 
acre plus++ (1.37 Acre) of land on the corner of Eastern Ave. and 
Pine St. 480’ on Pine St. which has DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL.

$399,000.

BEING BUILT!! 
SPRAWLING 2000 
SF ONE LEVEL 
RANCH HOME! Sit-
uated on a level 1/2 

acre Lot! OPEN FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room, 
upscaled kitchen with 8’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful 
Hardwood Floors! central air. 2 car garage, & shed. $615,000

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE  

NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! This 
Half Duplex home features one 
level living at its best w/ 2 bed-
rooms, 2 full baths, & 1,274 

sq/ft of living space! Gleaming hardwood floors can be found 
throughout! Cabinet packed kitchen w/breakfast b ar and tile 
floor! Large master bedroom w/ tray ceiling, walk-in closet & full 
bath w/ low step in shower! Low monthly HOA fees!$ $369,900

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS 
ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD !! 

A Unique Opportunity to Own a 
Rural Farmhouse on 2.52 Acres! 
Home has 1,978 Sqft +/-, 4 BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths. Total 8 Rms. Farm is 
in full operation with Goats, Sheep, 
Pony, Donkey, Duck, Chickens, soo 
much More! $450,000

THOMPSON - 
47 FAYBYAN WOODSTOCK RD 

WEBSTER - 40 LINCOLN ST
3 Family !  9 Bedrooms ! 3 Car 
Garage !! House Has Good 
Bones And Straight Lines!!... 
Owner Occupied. All Natural 
Woodwork & Solid Doors 
Reflect “Ageless” Character 
Throughout This House!  Gas 
& Oil Heat.  $399,900

SORRY, SOLD!

Michelle 
Alicea-Splaine
Salesperson

Cell 774.318.0862
masplaine@gmail.com

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

FREE
MARKET

ANALYSIS
25 Union Street, ste 400
Worcester, MA 01608

MARIA SUN REED
Call or Text 508-873-9254

Brighten up your Life 
with Home Ownership

Call me about 
Multi-Families

REAL ESTATE

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news
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vilian awards for their 
actions that night.

For Early, it’s always 
an honor to recognize lo-
cal first responders who 
deliver for their commu-
nities during dire occa-
sions. But unlike most 
incidents first respond-
ers encounter, it wasn’t 
a civilian who needed 
help on Dec. 17—it was a 
brother of  the badge.

“They answer the 
bell any time they are 
called, no matter what. 
For these officers, this is 
one of  the worst scenari-
os they can face—having 
to work on one of  their 
own. They knew the se-
verity of  the situation 
and that they had to put 
aside their personal feel-
ings to save a life,” Early 
said. “Quick thinking 
by his family members 
and the teamwork of 
the crew of  emergency 
responders ensured not 
a minute was wasted in 

the fight to save Officer 
Lavallee’s life. Because 
of  each person’s actions 
on that night, he is still 
with us today.”

Around 10 p.m. on 
Dec. 17, Sturbridge 
Emergency Communi-
cations Unit dispatcher 
Grasso received a 911 
call requesting an ambu-
lance. The caller, Sandra 
Murphy, reported that 
her husband had indi-
cated he was not feeling 
well and was going to 
rest. When she went to 
check on him, she found 
him unconscious and 
not breathing. 

Murphy immediately 
called the police to re-
quest an ambulance be-
fore rushing downstairs 
to request assistance 
from Officer Schlegel, 
who lived on site in an 
in-law apartment.

Schlegel, off-duty 
from his job at the East 
Brookfield Police De-
partment, was the first 
to begin performing CPR 
on Lavallee. Schlegel 

worked with Lavallee’s 
stepson, Brayden, to pull 
Lavallee down from the 
bed and onto the floor 
to begin chest compres-
sions until further help 
arrived.

After Dispatcher Ber-
ry sent Officers Danna, 
Patterson, and Heming-
way to the scene, they 
immediately recognized 
the address of  one of 
their fellow officers. La-
vallee was a 25-year vet-
eran of  the Sturbridge 
Police Department who 
had retired from full-
time duty only recently. 
He was still serving as 
a part-time officer at the 
time of  the incident.

Officer Danna was the 
first to arrive on scene, 
followed by Patterson 
and then Hemingway. 
Danna had an automat-
ed external defibrilla-
tor (AED) machine and 
administered shocks to 
Lavallee. Responders de-
livered multiple shocks 
on scene.

Lt. Sean Moynagh 

and Joseph Doldoori-
an, of  the SFD, arrived 
shortly after the officers. 
They transported Laval-
lee to Harrington Memo-
rial Hospital.

Initially, medical 
personnel were unsure 
whether Lavallee would 
survive the heart attack. 
He had to be put into a 
medically induced coma 
and have his body tem-
perature brought down 
for several days, officials 
said. 

Lavallee was eventu-
ally released from the 
hospital and is working 
his way toward a full re-
covery.

“You never think 
you’ll be the call. Never 
in a million years did I 
think it would be me,” La-
vallee said. “Everybody I 
train with when we do 
our CPR training—and 
when I look around my 
roll call room—I know 
I’m around capable peo-
ple at all levels.”

Added Lavallee, “It’s 
been an emotional thing 

for me and my family. I’m 
sure it affected the other 
officers; emotionally, it’s 
going to hit everybody. 
Nobody is promised to-
morrow. I just couldn’t 
be more thankful to the 
guys who’ve assisted me 
in this whole thing.”

For police leaders, a 
range of  emotions went 
through them upon 
learning the details of 
the response and those 
involved. 

“As a police chief, 
you’re used to answering 
the phone at all hours of 
the night, and you know 
when the phone rings 
it’s not going to be a good 
call—but you’re not used 
to getting a call about one 
of  your own officers not 
breathing, not respond-
ing, CPR in progress,” 
said Sturbridge Police 
Chief  Earl Dessert. “It 
causes a little different 
anxiety, but me answer-
ing that call was noth-
ing compared to what 
the first responders on 
the scene must have felt 

working on their own 
friend. It was so nice to 
have this official recog-
nition from the District 
Attorney’s Office today. 
First responders across 
the country are doing 
this work day in and 
day out, and it’s often 
overlooked. Having this 
recognition makes a big 
difference.”

Added Sturbridge 
Fire Chief  John Grasso, 
“The TEAM Award is an 
appropriate name. You’ll 
notice we’re all up here 
in different uniforms, 
but we’re all on one 
team.”

The TEAM Award 
was created by Early in 
2019 to recognize public 
safety employees who 
go above and beyond the 
call of  duty. 

If  you would like to 
nominate someone for 
the award, contact the 
Worcester County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office at 
508-755-8601.

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308
LIVE BAIT 

FOR ICE FISHING
Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

 Talented Hairstylist Wanted
Thriving Auburn Salon seeks Talented Hairstylist!  
If you’re passionate, hardworking and ready to el-
evate your career, contact us today to explore how 
you can become part of our growing salon and 
spa family.  Let your creativity flourish in an envi-
ronment where talend is celebrated and success is 
a shared journey.  Whether you prefer renting or 
commission, this is your opportunity to be a part of 
an exceptional salon with a united and skilled team.  
Contact us for a beautiful career move!  

untamedsalonspa@gmail.com 
confidentiality respected

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

themselves. Sturbridge 
has the necessary sam-
pling equipment, but 
it costs about $1000 per 
test, and he said DEP 
might require additional 
samples if  they find de-
tectable PFAS levels. Ei-
ther way, such tests are 
now required annually. 

He noted the PFAS 
arriving at the sewer 
plant is not in the drink-
ing water, so Sturbridge 
has to identify where its 
coming from.

DPW Director Heath-
er Blakeley said the new 
testing limits are so low 
that even wearing gloves 
to take the samples will 
cause it to violate the 
limit. To make sure the 
tests are accurate, the 
town will need to do 
them using strict pro-
cesses.

That prompted Town 
Administrator Robin 
Grimm to say she will 
draft a policy for how 
to do this whole process 
with the town attorneys 
and submit it to the se-
lectmen for approval.

Before that discus-
sion, the selectmen ap-
proved hiking the sep-
tage (sewage) costs from 
nine to 11 cents per gal-
lon, after Moody cited 
rising costs in various 
areas.

To contrast with that, 
Tourism Coordinator 
Terry Masterson had 
far better business-re-
lated news, noting the 
town is releasing its first 
tourism map, video and 
an updated guidebook 
highlighting the various 
amenities the town has 
to offer visitors. 

He said the tourist 
traffic has rebounded 
since Covid, with ho-
tel revenues hitting 
$21.4 million last year 
after bottoming out at 
$8 million in 2020. That 
came from an estimat-
ed 100,000 people in the 
town’s nine hotels and 
90,000 using the four RV 
parks, the latter based 
on 50 percent occupancy 
of  its 500 spaces.

A lot of  them come to 
Old Sturbridge Village, 
but his goal is to encour-
age them to hit the more 
than 120 other business-

es in the region. He not-
ed business vacancy has 
fallen from about 15 per-
cent in 2014 to just five 
storefronts today, and 
“anytime a store goes 
vacant, it tends to get 
full [quickly], which is a 
very good sign.” 

Looking forward, he 
said he sees the 501 Main 
Street project being “the 
arithmetic of  one park-
ing lot plus one bridge 
plus one trail equals a lot 
of  consumer spending.” 
That project is building 
a 24-paid-space lot with 
a footbridge to the River-

lands trail system across 
the Quinebaug River.

Grimm added she’s 
been looking into join-
ing the regional “Discov-
er Central Mass” effort 
to “broaden our reach up 
out Albany way.” Today, 
Sturbridge gets a “good 
draw” from Providence 
and Philadelphia, and 
she hopes to draw RV 
travelers and people go-
ing events in Worcester.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

TESTING
continued from page     A1

giving the town time 
to propose a change to 
town bylaws, bring the 
matter to town meeting 
and a ballot vote, re-
ceive authorization from 
the state, and begin the 
new hiring process. The 
committee’s arguments 
in favor of  the change 
focused on the need for 
a qualified and expe-
rienced individual to 
fill the role rather than 
someone elected with 
no experience and that 
keeping the position as 
elected can prevent staff 
from being promoted to 
the position regardless 
of  their performance.

LaCroix herself  spoke 
in favor of  changing the 
town’s approach to the 
position. 

“The election part 
has changed the job, 
and changed the office. 
I’ve been in there for 14 
years. I can’t imagine 
walking in this year and 
never having set foot 
in a town clerk’s office. 
People do it, but you’re 
not going to keep them 
at this point. You real-
ly need someone that’s 
had some background 
and has been an assis-
tant somewhere else and 
if  you have an assistant 
that doesn’t live in town 
they can’t move up to the 
town clerk’s position,” 
said LaCroix.

Reaction from the 
Board of  Selectmen 
was mixed. Although 
most noted they weren’t 
necessarily against the 
change, some did pres-
ent arguments in the in-
terest of  transparency 
and to play “devil’s advo-
cate.”

Selectman Peter Lan-
cette said he feels there’s 
a lot more to be done be-
fore they bring the mat-
ter to the public. 

“There’s potentially 
more work to be done to 
make sure that we, as a 
board, would assign or 
appoint someone appro-
priately, like list their 
competencies, what is 
the evaluation process, 
what determines remov-

al. We’re taking away 
from the general pub-
lic and putting it in the 
hands of  a select few, so 
I think for transparen-
cy purposes, if  we were 
to move forward with 
this, we would need to be 
very clear what qualifies 
the board for appoint-
ing somebody and what 
is grounds for removal 
from that position. In my 
opinion I think we need 
more work on that,” said 
Lancette.

Selectman David 
Singer made it clear he 
wasn’t advocating for 
or against the issue but 
made a point that the 
state offers trainings 
annually for new clerks 
and that changing the 

job would severely limit 
the pool of  candidates 
to those who meet spe-
cific requirements. He 
said the Board needed 
to take its time consider-
ing all recommendations 
brought forward by the 
Government Study Com-
mittee including the 
Town Clerk change.

“My personal recom-
mendation is the board 
should not sit here and 
go one by one just make 
decisions off  the cuff  for 
what we’re going to do. 
We’ve got the recommen-
dations to take under 
advisement. I’d rather 
see us come together in 
a workshop and go over 
these to bring forward 
our opinions on why 

we’re going to move for-
ward with this one and 
not that one,” said Sing-
er.

Several selectmen 
said they weren’t pre-
pared to act on the 
recommendation that 
night. They also hesitat-
ed to bring the matter 
to the town during the 
May town meeting. The 
board inevitably decided 
to table the matter until 
May while working to 
finalize all the specifics 
of  the proposal with the 
anticipation of  bringing 
it to the voters in May of 
2025.

TOWN CLERK
continued from page     A1

OFFICERS
continued from page     A1

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Entertainment with John Riley

DINNER SPECIALS
Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Guinness Beef Stew 
Bangers and Mash 

Guinness Fish & Chips
Served Friday and Saturday after 4pm and All Day Sunday

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$54999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$59999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699
$109999

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

WAS $1,599.99

$79999

$44999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 

WAS $299.99

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$43999

WAS $599.99

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

MATTRESS SALE!

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$32999$21999

G.E. OVER-THE-
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$22999

LG TOP
FREEZER

$69999
WAS $899.99

18 CU. FT.
50” Vizio ............. $259.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $599.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $999.99
(Regularly $1599.99)

$56999

Bill’s Daily Deals!See our store on 

HOTPOINT
WASHER OR 

DRYER

STAINLESS STEEL
BOTTOM 
FREEZER

WAS $1295.99
$89999

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

WAS $999.95
$79999

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

TV SALE!
WAS $699.99

Pre-season

BIKE
SALE!

GRILL
SALE!

ST. PATRICK’S

SALE!DAY

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

 
 

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Easter Dinners Available! 
Stop in or see our website for details

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

www.StonebridgePress.com

For Advertising Information,Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Joshua Hyde 
Library Book 

Buddies to discuss 
“Mister Popper’s 

Penguins”
STURBRIDGE — Tuesday, March 

26 from 4 to 5 p.m., come enjoy an in-
tergenerational book discussion at the 
Sturbridge Senior Center (currently lo-
cated at the Federated Church). Every-
one is welcome. For kids, teens, adults 
& seniors.

Everyone will read “Mister Popper’s 
Penguins” and come ready to discuss 
the book. After the discussion, there 
will be a craft and a healthy snack. 
Books will be available at the library.

Sponsored by the Sturbridge Senior 
Center and the Friends of  the JHPL. 
Registration is required. Go to stur-
bridgelibrary.org.
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