
BRIMFIELD — In 
partnership with Healing 
Hands for Body & Mind 
and Health Well Crafted, 
both in Palmer, Hitchcock 
will present a series of 
sound therapy sessions on 
Saturday evenings. The ses-
sions will take place from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. on select 
evenings. Each session is 
offered for $20 per person.

The dates for the ses-
sions are as follows:

Aug. 22 | Stability & 
Balance

Sept. 19 | Stress 
Management

Oct. 17 | Immune 
Defense

Nov. 14 | Life 
Challenges, Loss, & Grief

Sound therapy utilizes 
aspects of music, tones, 
and notes to improve one's 
physical, emotional, and 
mental health. Healing with 
sound dates back to ancient 
Greece when it was used 
to treat mental disorders. 
Throughout history, music 
has been used in many 
ways — to boost morale, 
promote productivity, and 
support healing. The heal-
ing powers of sound are 
vast and mostly untapped 
in today's society.

Recent research has 
linked sound and music 

to a number of health ben-
efits, including boosting 
immune function, low-
ering stress levels, and 
improving the health of 
premature babies.

For the Stability & 
Balance session on Aug. 
22, specially formatted 
vibrational sounds will 
support the systems of the 
body and their relation-
ships, including emotional 
as well as physical stabil-
ity and structural issues. 

This session will promote 
balance of the energetic 
circulation of the body.

The September 19th ses-
sion will focus on stress 
management.

“All living things expe-
rience stress. The goal is 
not to eliminate stress but 
to mitigate its effects on 
our physical and mental 
wellness,” says session 
facilitator Alora Heffernan. 
“Without proper manage-
ment, stress can lead to 

imbalances and produces 
opportunities where dis-
eases can develop.”

This therapy’s sequence 
of tones reduces the impact 
of stress on the body. The 
session helps the body 
decompress and fosters a 
sense of well-being.

Well timed for flu sea-
son, the Oct. 17 session 
will focus on immune 
defense.

“The immune system 
is a complex network of 

organs, cells and proteins 
that defend the body while 
protecting the body's own 
cells,” say facilitators Pat & 
Ken Wheelock. “This sys-
tem defends us from invad-
ing microbes and supports 
overall disease resistance 
from more chronic illnesses 
such as cancer. Stressors, 
such as lifestyle, medi-
cations, and environment 
can destabilize the system, 
causing imbalances and 
reducing its ability to pro-
tect the body.”

This specially chosen 
pattern of vibrations and 
tones supports the foun-
dational strength of the 
Immune System. Restore 
the integrity of the vital 
functions of our defense 
system with this sound 
therapy.

On Nov. 14,  a ses-
sion focused on Life 
Challenges, Loss, & Grief. 
This therapy uses specif-
ic vibrational patterns and 
tones to soothe and nour-
ish both the organs and 
nervous system in the pro-
cessing of our emotions, 
thus providing support 
through high impact stress 
experiences.

Pat & Ken Wheelock are 
multi-trained bodywork 
practitioners based in Three 

Rivers, Massachusetts. 
Their practice spans acu-
pressure, Reiki, herbal 
studies, sound therapy, 
color therapy, and aroma-
therapy — a rich, holis-
tic toolkit built through 
years of dedicated study 
and hands-on experience. 
Certified practitioners 
since 2008, the Wheelocks 
have spent over 15 years 
studying, practicing, and 
teaching the healing arts.

Alora Heffernan is a 
certified Reiki Master 
and Certified Meditation 
Teacher providing intuitive 
energy work. This includes 
non-invasive modalities 
such as Guided Meditation, 
Reiki, and Sound Therapy 
to promote energy align-
ment, relaxation, and gen-
eral wellness.

Some seating will avail-
able; students are encour-
aged to bring a yoga mat 
or folding camp chair to be 
comfortable.

For more information, 
visit www.hitchcock-
academy.org. Hitchcock 
Academy is a com-
munity center located 
at 2 Brookfield Rd. in 
Brimfield, serving the 
community with educa-
tional, recreational, and 
cultural programming.

Free by request to residents of Charlton, Charlton 
City and Charlton Depot
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Applications welcome 
for Southbridge Cultural 

Council grants

Tantasqua Class of ’76 to hold 50th reunion

Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts
awards $125,000 to Our Bright Future

Hitchcock hosts series of Saturday night sound therapy sessions

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Cultural 
Council announces that applications for the 2027 
grant funding cycle will become available only 
online to www.massculturalcouncil.org.

The official submission cycle for 2027 begins 
on Sept. 1, and ends on Oct. 15 at 11.59 p.m. No 
applications are accepted after the official deadline 
established by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
Boston. Officially required is that all 2027 applicants 
review and under-stand the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council and the Southbridge Cultural Council spe-
cific criteria online before submission of the grant 
application.

The Southbridge Cultural Council (SCC), a local 
agency, is part of the overall grant program of the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council (MCC), a state 
agency, providing grant allocations to each of the 
351 cities and towns of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in support of cultural activities in 
their respective areas. The Massachusetts Cultural 
Council is funded by the Massachusetts Legislature 
and the National Endowment for the Arts.

For questions of the 2027 grant cycle, please call 
Michelle LeBoeuf, SCC Chairperson at 508-764-
4803 or Ted Bartlett, SCC Treasurer at 508-764-
7909.

Courtesy Photo

Massachusetts-based Careforth partnered with the WooSox Hometown Heroes program on Friday, Aug. 7, to honor individ-
uals, families, and community leaders who make a positive im-pact across the state. Family caregivers Michael Pratico and 
Karen Wasielewski, both from Southbridge, were recognized during pre-game ceremonies at Polar Park for their dedication 
to caring for their families. Pratico is a caregiver for his adult son, Joseph, with autism spectrum disorder, providing encour-
agement, companionship and care, and helping Joseph thrive and ex-perience all that life has to offer. Michael also used to 
be a PE teacher and loved being able to throw out the first pitch. Wasielewski cares for her mother, Constance, who faces 
significant mobility challenges. Karen's daily support helps her mother continue living at home, surrounded by family, familiar 
routines and her community. A lifelong baseball fan, Constance especially enjoyed spending the evening at the ballpark. 
Pictured within the attached: Michael Pratico and his granddaughter Paris, and Karen Wasielewski and her mother Constance.

STURBRIDGE — 
Tantasqua class of 1976 is 
celebrating its 50th reunion 
this year. We want to reach 
out to all former students.

The big event happens 
on Sept. 26 at 5 p.m. at 

Rapscallion Pub, 3 Arnold 
Rd., Sturbridge.

Fifty years have passed 
since we walked the halls of 
Tantasqua Regional HS. We 
hope to reunite and reconnect 
with as many fellow class-

mates/friends as possible.
Please help us spread the 

word. If you were a member 
of the THS Class of ‘76 or 
if you know how to reach a 
classmate, please get in touch.

You can visit our THS 

Class of ‘76 Facebook 
page for more details and 
to buy tickets. If you are 
not a Facebook member, 
you can reach out to Kathy 
Thompson at katherineth-
mp@aol.com.

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
The Health Foundation 
of Central Massachusetts 
today announced that it 
has awarded more than 
$1 million in grants to 
ten nonprofit organiza-
tions serving the region, 
including Southbridge-
based Our Bright Future.

The Activation Fund 
grants support a wide 
range of organizations as 
they build capacity and 
strengthen their effec-
tiveness in addressing 

communi ty - iden t i f i ed 
health issues.

The Activation Fund 
received a record number 
of applications this year, 
reflecting strong commu-
nity demand for resourc-
es that address critical 
health needs. In 2026, 
the Activation Fund is 
supporting organiza-
tions working to improve 
behavioral health, expand 
food access, increase 
housing stability, advance 
youth opportunities, and 

address the social fac-
tors that shape people’s 

health. Thirty percent 
(30%) of the 2026 grant 

recipients are receiving 
grant funding from The 
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
 Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
•Faith Baptist Church, 
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
 Phone number 508-764-6132,
 Worship Service:  Sunday 10::00 a.m.
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street - 
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor 
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
 Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
•Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
•St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
 Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 &  8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church 
(508) 765-3701

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.......................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School........... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon, Tu & Th 2-6, W 12-6, Sat 9-12 

closed Fri & Sun

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will 

be our last open Saturday until Labor 
Day) Sunday: Closed  

TOWN OF POMFRET
POSITION OPENING – HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Qualified self-starter wanted for Town of Pomfret Highway Depart-
ment.  Must hold Class B CDL license/valid medical card and have 
a background in operating heavy equipment.     Position includes, 
but is not limited to, assignments on all municipal road work includ-
ing road grading, snowplowing, landscaping, building maintenance, 
and any other duties as needed and assigned.  Five years of driving/
equipment operation experience is preferred.  Thirty-five hour work 
week but must be available to work nights and weekends as needed, 
able to lift up to 100 pounds, possess mechanical aptitude in heavy 
equipment repair, pass a DOT physical and drug screen, and con-
sent to random drug/alcohol testing as required by the DOT.  Salary 
dependent upon qualifications and experience.  Attractive benefit 
package. Interested persons should forward resume/application and 
three references to the Selectman’s Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret 
Center, CT  06259 on or before August 26, 2026. Application form 
available at www.pomfretct.gov/first-selectmans-office . EEO/AA

TOWN OF POMFRET
PART-TIME ASSISTANT TREASURER

The Town of Pomfret seeks to hire a PT Assistant Treasurer. Re-
sponsibilities include receipt and deposit of town funds, recon-
ciliation of accounts, processing purchase orders and invoices for 
disbursement, transfer of funds and entry of expenses into town’s 
accounting system, and perform any and all duties as may be re-
quired with this position and as required under CT General Statutes. 
Work in cooperation with municipal officials and provides financial 
reports as needed.  Must be able to work independently.  Flexible 
work hours. Offices closed on Fridays. Knowledge of Tyler Infinite 
Vision Accounting Software preferred. Five years of related expe-
rience in accounting/bookkeeping, municipal work is a plus. Salary 
dependent upon qualifications and experience.  Interested persons 
should forward resume/application and three references to the Se-
lectman’s Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT  06259 or email 
Selectmansclerk@pomfretct.gov on or before August 31, 2026. Ap-
plication and full job description is available at www.pomfretct.gov/
first-selectmans-office . EEO/AA

Charlton resident Bridget McGonagle 
completes intensive research project
WORCESTER — Bridget 

McGonagle, a member of 
the class of 2027 majoring 
in Chemical Engineering at 
Worces-ter Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI), was a member of a student 
team that recently completed a 
professional-level research-driv-
en project titled Framework for 
a Volunteer Coordination and 
Training Portal.

Known as the Interactive 
Qualifying Project (IQP), this proj-
ect is a core part of the innovative 
undergraduate experience at WPI. 
Centered around project-based 
learning, this hands-on approach 
offers students opportuni-ties to 
work in interdisciplinary teams 
to help develop thoughtful solu-
tions to open-ended problems. 
These real-world problems affect 
the quality of life for people in 
the communities where students 
work, giving students a chance 
to make a difference in the world 
before they graduate. All WPI 
undergraduates are required to 
complete an IQP, usually in their 
junior year, through which they 
apply science and technology 
to address an important societal 
need or issue. An intensive hands-
on experience, an IQP is instru-
mental in students' development 
of personal, professional, and 
technical skills that last through-
out their careers. About two-thirds 
of WPI students complete their 
IQP at one of the university's 
50+ off-campus project centers 
located in more than 30 countries 
around the world.

"WPI's project-based curricu-
lum engages students as agents 
of positive change in the world. 

Working to connect their STEM 
expertise with humanistic inqui-
ry, community engagement, and 
robust social science methods, the 
IQP invites students into a global 
community to apply their knowl-
edge and to solve problems," said 
Sarah Stan-lick, associate dean of 
The Global School. "Students are 
immersed in all aspects of place 
at our Global Projects Centers - 
ethics, culture, food, and nature - 
building their own core of global 
intercultural competence and cul-
tural humility. They also learn the 
meaning and magic of teamwork; 
make a real and meaningful dif-
ference in their host community; 
and gain a competitive edge for 
any resume, or graduate or pro-
fessional school application."

About Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI) is a top-tier, STEM-
focused university with an R1 
research classification and global 
leadership in project-based learn-
ing. Founded in 1865, WPI's 
distinctive approach integrates 
class-room theory with real-
world practice, preparing stu-
dents to tackle critical challeng-
es through inclusive education, 
impactful projects, and interdisci-
plinary research. With more than 
70 bachelor's, master's, and doc-
toral degree programs across 18 
academic departments and over 
50 global project centers, WPI 
advances knowledge and innova-
tion in fields such as life scienc-
es, smart technologies, advanced 
materials and manufacturing, and 
global innovation. Learn more at 
www.wpi.edu.

Real Estate
Charlton
$660,000, 29 W Applewood 

Dr, Covill Ft, and Covill, 
Edward T, to Stiffer, Sarah E, 
and Stiffer, Zachary.

$635,000, 63 Jennings Rd, 
Eskay Builders LLC, to Atya, 
Roumani.

$630,000, 7 Nelson Rd, 
Robertson, Douglas E, and 
Robertson, Danielle R, to 
Schwartzman, Brendan, and 
Schwartzman, Brooke.

$480,000, 59 Cranberry 
Meadow Shore Rd, Martocci 
Rt-2025, and Martocci, Edith 
P, to Auger, Jeffrey, and Auger, 
Maureen.

$325,000, 23 Highfield 
Rd, Lewis, Kaitlin, to Doria, 
Nathalie, and Camargo, Gabriel.

$100,000, 209 Center Depot 
Rd, Jebola Properties Inc, to 
Mcmaster, Amanda.

HOLLAND
$100,000, 17 Union Rd, 

Eldred, James O, to Pel Realty 
Trust LLC.

SOUTHBRIDGE

$775,000, 121 Charlton St, M 
Tran Properties LLC, to S&S 
Ventures Realty LLC.

$508,000, 2 Hillside Dr, 
Bernardino, James A, and 
Bernardino, Susan J, to Linden, 
Shawn Edward, and Linden, 
Brandi L.

$479,900, 308 South St, 
Spence Sr, Keith C, to Kane, 
Tyler James, and Kane, Anjeza.

$430,000, 20 Marc Ave, 
Heavenly Hm Solutions LLC, 
to Serra, Braedon.

$375,000, 15 Warren St, 
Burke, Athena K, to Macleod, 
Madison E.

$340,000, 139 Morris St, 
Jordan Abner E Est, and Jordan, 
Hilda Rosa, to Ortolaza, Juan C 
R, and Ortolaza, Nancy R.

$319,000, 20 Glover St, Make 
Invs Great Again LLC, to Alves, 
Brandon.

STURBRIDGE
$790,000, 10 Turner Ln, 

Holland Turner Lane Rt, and 
Holland, David M, to Derrow, 
Margot E, and Derrow, Sean I.



STURBRIDGE 
— Do you like 
camping, hik-
ing, swimming, 
biking, fishing, 
kayaking, white-
water rafting, 
sailing, exploring 
with friends, and 
more? You might 
like being a scout! 
Come to an ice 
cream social and 
open house held 
by Troop 163, an 
all-girl troop of 
Scouting America. 
Learn about las-
soing and how to 

use a sling shot, 
and other activi-
ties. Families are 
welcome. Please 
stop by, have fun, 
and learn about 
scouting and our 
troop.

The ice cream 
social and open 
house will be held 
on Sunday, Aug. 
30 from 4 to 6 p.m. 
at the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, 
345 Main St. in 
Sturbridge. The 
troop is open to 
girls aged 11-17, 

and while based 
in Sturbridge, is 
open to residents 
of any town. 
Please email 
t r o o p 1 6 3 s t u r -
b r i d g e @ g m a i l .
com with any 
questions.

F I S K D A L E 
— The Wales 
C o m m u n i t y 
Pantry today 
announced its 
first annual fund-
raising golf tour-
nament, inviting 
the community to 
swing for a cause 
that hits close to 
home. The event 
will take place on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 
with a 9 a.m. start 
at Hemlock Ridge 
Golf Course in 
Fiskdale.

This is more 
than a day on 
the course. It is 
a chance to stand 
with neighbors 
and families who 
face the stress 
of not knowing 
whether there 
will be enough 
food for dinner. 
Or breakfast. In 
just the past two 
years, the num-
ber of people 

the pantry serves 
has roughly tri-
pled. Hundreds 
of  famil ies 
across Brimfield, 
Holland, Wales, 
and more than 
20 surround-
ing communities 
now rely on the 
pantry for nutri-
tious food provid-
ed with dignity. 
The pantry also 
sends weekend 
food home with 
85 elementary 
students through 
its Backpack 
Program and 
delivers to more 
than 40 home-
bound neighbors.

In the immedi-
ate area there are 
no grocery stores 
and limited pub-
lic transportation, 
making the pan-
try a critical life-
line. Rising costs 
of food, housing, 
and healthcare 

continue to push 
more households 
to seek help. The 
tournament will 
feature food, priz-
es, and the chance 
to make a tangible 
difference.

“Golf is fun, 
but this day is 
about something 
bigger,” said 
Dave Sweeney, 
E x e c u t i v e 
Director of the 
Wales Community 
Pantry. “Every 
player, sponsor, 
and volunteer 
helps us keep food 
on the shelves for 
families who need 
it. We’re grateful 
for the communi-
ty’s support and 
excited to grow 
this event into an 
annual tradition.”

Event Details
• Date & Time: 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 
9 a.m. start

• Location: 
Hemlock Ridge 
Golf Course, 
Fiskdale

• Includes: Golf, 
food, and prizes

• Registration: 
h t t p s : / / b i t .
ly/ WalesGolf 
Fundraiser

• Sponsorships: 
Available at 
multiple levels. 
Contact Wales 
C o m m u n i t y 
FoodPantry @
gmail.com or visit 
the golf tourna-
ment registration 
page for more 
details.

Players, spon-
sors, and volun-
teers are encour-
aged to sign up 
early. Sponsorship 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
offer visibili-
ty while directly 
supporting the 
pantry’s mis-
sion. For more 

information or to 
discuss sponsor-
ship, email Wales 
C o m m u n i t y 
FoodPantry @
gmail.com or visit 
the golf tourna-
ment registration 
page for more 
details.

About the 
Wales Community 
Pantry

The Wales 
C o m m u n i t y 
Pantry provides 
nutritious food 
with dignity to 
families, seniors, 
veterans, people 
with disabilities, 
working house-
holds, and chil-
dren in Brimfield, 
Holland, Wales, 
and surround-
ing communi-
ties in western 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s . 
Through open 
pantry hours, 
home delivery, 

and a Weekend 
B a c k p a c k 
Program, the pan-
try serves as a 
vital resource in 
an area with lim-
ited access to gro-
cery stores. For 
more information, 
visit the pantry’s 
Facebook page 
or email Wales 
C o m m u n i t y 
FoodPantry @
gmail.com.
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Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Attorneys Lori Granat  

and Michelle Murray  
have moved to Worcester. 

Now accepting new  
clients at:
RUDOLF SMITH LLP 
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503 
Worcester, MA 

www.mvsllp.com

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

ELECTION INFO – 
CHARLTON

 
State Primary
September 1st  7:00 AM – 8:00 PM, 
Heritage School, 34 Oxford Rd
 
Last day to Register to vote
Saturday, August 22   9:00 AM – 5:00 
PM 
Town Clerk’s Office, 37 Main St.
You can also register online or through 
the mail.  5 PM is the deadline.
 
Early Voting In person
Town Hall – Town Clerk’s Office
37 Main Street, Charlton
 
Sat. Aug. 22                    9:00am-5:00pm
Mon. Aug. 24                  8:00am-5:00pm
Tues. Aug. 25                 8:00am-7:00pm
Wed. Aug. 26                  8:00am-5:00pm
Thurs. Aug. 27               8:00am-5:00pm

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Tantasqua Regional an
d Union 61 School Districts

Child Find Notice

It is the responsibility of the Tantasqua Regional and Un-
ion 61 School Districts to identify any child ages 3 through 
21 who may have a disability who is either a resident 
of Brimfield, Brookfield, Holland, Sturbridge, or Wales 
or who attends a private school within the geographic 
boundaries of Brimfield, Brookfield, Holland, Sturbridge, 
or Wales. This also includes children who reside in Brim-
field, Brookfield, Holland, Sturbridge, or Wales who are 
homeschooled, as well as children ages 3 through 21 
who are not yet enrolled in school.
Tantasqua Regional and Union 61 School Districts are 
responsible for evaluating those students to determine 
whether they are eligible for special education or related 
services under federal and state law.
Tantasqua Regional and Union 61 School Districts are 
committed to identifying children before their third birth-
day to provide early intervention services for three- and 
four-year-olds with disabilities. If you have questions or 
concerns about a child’s development and would like the 
child screened, please contact the Office of Special Ed-
ucation.
If you suspect that the child may need an evaluation to 
determine eligibility for special education services, a par-
ent, any person in a caregiving position, or any person 
in a professional position who is working with that child 
may request an evaluation, at no cost, through the Office 
of Special Education. 
Contact information is provided below:
Office of Special Education
Tantasqua Regional and Union 61 School Districts
774-241-0827

LABRADOR 
RETRIEVER 

PUPPIES FOR SALE
Family Rraised 

First shots 
black, yellow and chocolate 
Ready to go to their forever 
homes Sept 16th •  $1200
Call Jeff at 508-341-4845 

leave message or text.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Wales Community Pantry announces 
first-ever fundraising golf tournament

Troop 163 hosting
ice cream social
& open house



There are few sub-
jects capable of reveal-
ing the fundamental 
differences between 
two people quite as 
efficiently as the ther-
mostat.

My wife and I have 
been married for 
roughly three decades. 
We have successfully 
navigated mort-gages, 
children, home repairs, 
family holidays and 
countless decisions 
involving considerably 
more money and con-
sequence than the tem-
perature inside our house. Yet we remain unable to agree on 
what number should appear on that little box on the wall.

This becomes particularly complicated in August.
New England summers have a way of producing days 

when the house feels perfectly comfortable at breakfast, 
slightly tropical by lunch and suitable for growing orchids 
by late afternoon.

This is when the negotiations begin.
I tend to believe that air conditioning should be used with 

restraint. I am not against modern tech-nology. I simply 
have an ingrained suspicion that every degree I lower the 
thermostat causes the electric meter outside to spin fast 
enough to affect the Earth's rotation.

My wife takes a different approach. If we own an air 
conditioner, she reasons, perhaps we should occasionally 
experience the benefits of air conditioning. It's difficult to 
argue with that.

I will walk past the thermostat and notice that it has been 
lowered. I raise it two degrees. An hour later, I walk past 
again. It has been lowered. Nobody says anything.

This is important. We are not arguing. We are participating 
in a silent competition involving climate control. Eventually, 
one of us breaks the silence.

"Did you change the thermostat?"
"No."
This answer is technically incorrect but strategically use-

ful. Then comes the inevitable question.
"Why is it 74?"
I explain that 74 is a perfectly reasonable indoor tempera-

ture.

Apparently, it is not.
The funny thing 

is that nobody ever 
agrees on what "com-
fortable" actually 
means. One person 
says the house is warm. 
Another says it feels 
fine. Someone opens 
a window. Someone 
else points out, cor-
rectly, that opening a 
window while the air 
conditioner is running 
makes absolutely no 
sense. The window gets 
closed. Ten minutes 
later, somebody turns 

on a fan.
This raises another question: If the air conditioner is 

running and the ceiling fan is running and a portable fan is 
running, at what point are we simply attempting to manu-
facture weather?

I remember growing up without any of this. On hot nights, 
we opened windows. We had box fans that sounded like 
small aircraft engines. If it was still hot, we complained 
about it. That was our cooling system.

Nobody checked an app to see what the "feels like" tem-
perature was because we already knew what it felt like. It 
felt hot. Of course, nostalgia becomes much easier when 
you're sitting in an air-conditioned room.

I have no intention of returning to the days of lying awake 
on an August night hoping a breeze might wander through 
the bedroom window sometime before sunrise. I've become 
soft. I accept this.

Still, there is something amusing about the amount of 
thought modern households devote to achieving the perfect 
indoor temperature.

We can heat our homes in January and cool them in 
August. We have programmable thermostats, remote con-
trols and fans with six speeds.

And yet two adults who have shared a house for decades 
can stand beneath the same ceiling and experience entirely 
different climates.

Perhaps that's the real lesson of marriage.
Compromise is important. Communication is essential. 

And if you quietly change the thermostat, always remember 
what number it was on before.
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OPINION25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898
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Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must include 
the author’s name, address, and a 
daytime phone number for purpos-
es of verification in order to be 
considered for publication. Only 
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which they reside will be published. 
Letters submitted without all of the 
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It is the sole prerogative of the 
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements 
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for any reason he or she might deem 
appropriate.
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Investing in Southbridge’s 
young people pays dividends
A fire sprinkler system is not the sort of project 

that usually captures much public attention.
There is nothing particularly glamorous about 

pipes, valves and sprinkler heads. Yet in the case of 
Our Bright Future’s planned Southbridge Innovation 
Hub, that infrastructure represents something con-
siderably larger: the difference between owning a 
building and being able to fill it with young people, 
educational opportunities and possibilities for the 
future.

That is why the $125,000 Activation Fund 
grant awarded to Our Bright Future by the Health 
Foundation of Central Massachusetts is particularly 
encouraging news for Southbridge.

The money will help install the required sprin-
kler system in the organization’s newly purchased 
Innovation Hub, clearing the way for a centralized 
youth development and educational center ex-pect-
ed to serve as many as 1,000 students annually.

Those students will have access to STEM edu-
cation, workforce development, social-emotional 
learning and other community programming.

There is an important lesson here about what 
constitutes an investment in public health.

Health is often discussed primarily in terms of 
hospitals, doctors, medications and access to medi-
cal care. Those things are obviously essential. But 
the circumstances surrounding people long be-fore 
they enter a doctor's office matter enormously as 
well.

Does a child have a safe place to go after school? 
Does a teenager have an opportunity to develop 
useful skills? Can a young person meet adults who 
can introduce them to career possibilities they might 
never otherwise encounter? Are students given 
opportunities to build confidence, relation-ships and a 
sense that they have a future worth working toward?

Those questions belong in conversations about 
community health, too.

The Health Foundation's latest round of grants 
recognizes that broader reality. More than $1 mil-li-
on is being distributed among 10 nonprofit organi-
zations addressing behavioral health, food ac-cess, 
housing stability, youth opportunities and other 
factors affecting people's well-being. Our Bright 
Future's project brings that philosophy directly to 
Southbridge.

The Innovation Hub also represents the kind of 
community development that can have effects well 
beyond the walls of one building. Programs intro-
ducing students to science, technology and work-
force skills can help create connections between 
education and employment. Young people who 
discover an interest or aptitude today may become 
tomorrow's technicians, entrepreneurs, health care 
workers, tradespeople or business owners.

For a community such as Southbridge, creating 
those pathways matters. It is particularly valuable when 
opportunities are available close to home. Not every 
family can regularly transport children to programs 
in Worcester or elsewhere. A strong local institution 
makes participation more practical while giving young 
people another place within their own community 
where they can learn, belong and succeed.

There is also something worth recognizing about 
the nature of this particular grant. Sometimes an 
organization has the vision, the building and the 
programming, but a decidedly unexciting piece of 
infrastructure stands between an idea and its imple-
mentation. Helping nonprofits overcome those prac-
tical barriers can be every bit as valuable as financ-
ing the programs themselves.

Installing sprinklers may not make for a dramat-
ic ribbon-cutting photograph. Filling the building 
afterward with students building robots, developing 
job skills, learning alongside one another and dis-
covering what they are capable of certainly will.

Communities frequently talk about the impor-
tance of investing in young people. This is what 
such an investment can look like in practice.

Southbridge's future will ultimately be shaped 
by the children growing up here now. Giving them 
more places to learn, develop skills, form relation-
ships and imagine what comes next is not merely a 
service to those students. It is an investment in the 
community they will inherit.

By CHARLES

Lanterns Along
Main Street

The great household
thermostat negotiations

Simple budgeting tips that fit real life
If you've just 

started managing 
your own financ-
es, recommitted 
to doing it well 
or noticed your 
spending isn't 
making you as 
happy as you'd 
hoped, a budget 
might be exact-
ly what you 
need. When you 
know where your 
money is going, 
you're likely to 
feel more in con-
trol and more 
confident your 
finances reflect 
what matters to you.

A simple budgeting framework to start: The 50/30/20 
rule

One of the easiest ways to structure a budget is the 
50/30/20 rule. The concept is refresh-ingly straightfor-
ward: Put 50 percent of your after-tax income toward 
necessities (housing, groceries, utilities, transportation), 
30 percent toward wants (dining out, entertainment, 
streaming subscriptions) and 20 percent toward savings or 
paying down debt.

The 50/30/20 rule is a great foundation, but you may 
need to adjust it a little. If you live in a high-cost city, 
housing alone might require more than half your paycheck. 
Or you may have high income and can save more than 20 
percent. Think of the 50/30/20 rule as a starting point you 
can adjust as your life evolves.

Not sure where your money goes?
That's completely normal. If you honestly don't know 

what you spend each month, try a low-pressure approach 
first. Spend a few months simply observing. Check your 
accounts without judgment, noting money coming in and 
going out. Think of it as a financial check-in rather than a 
report card. You can't change the past, but you can abso-
lutely adjust for the future.

From there, small steps go a long way. Even spending 15 
minutes a week on your budget can make the whole process 
feel far less daunting.

Make technology your easy button

Some budget-
ing apps do the 
routine work 
for you, sync-
ing with your 
accounts and 
tracking spend-
ing automatical-
ly. Others are 
more hands-on, 
encouraging you 
to map out your 
spending plan in 
advance. There's 
likely one out 
there for every 
style of budget-
ing. The goal is 
to find a system 
you’ll use and 

stick with.

When the numbers feel discouraging
Sometimes looking at spending brings up more stress 

than relief. If that happens, start by shifting your perspec-
tive. Focus on the expenses that brought you real value 
— a modest gift that meant the world to a friend or how 
your rent provides a comfortable, stable life. Then look 
for changes that align your spending with your values. 
Substituting expenses, reducing expenses, or creating more 
income could all be used to help you keep your spend-ing 
below your income.

Build a buffer
If you can, consider building a small buffer into your 

budget for unexpected expenses such as birthdays, minor 
repairs or spontaneous plans. Adding perhaps 3 percent of 
your in-come or a set dollar amount, like $200, helps keep 
those costs from throwing your whole plan off course.

The bottom line
With a few simple steps, budgeting becomes easier to 

stick with and more meaningful over time. At its core, it's a 
way to align your money with what matters while enjoying 
today and planning for tomorrow.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advi-sor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor in 
Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus



BOSTON — The following local resi-
dents were named to the 2026 spring semes-
ter dean's list at Simmons University in 
Boston.

* Isabel McLam, Charlton

* Jessica Hennessey, Fiskdale

* Isys Patterson, Wales

To qualify for dean's list status, under-
graduate students must obtain a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher, based on 12 or 
more credit hours of work in classes using 
the letter grade system.

About Simmons University
Located in the heart of Boston, Simmons 

is a respected private university offering 
nearly 50 majors and programs for under-
graduate women and graduate programs 
open to all on campus, in blended formats 
or entirely online, in nursing and health 
sciences, business, communications, social 
work, public health, library and informa-
tion science, and more. Founded in 1899, 
Simmons inspires a culture of education, 
connection, and action through high-impact 
learning with engaged faculty, an immersive 
community that forges lifelong networks, 
and career-centered programs that accel-
erate professional success. The result is a 
Simmons experience that prepares gradu-
ates to thrive as they launch and advance in 
their careers. For more information, please 
vis-it  www.simmons.edu.

CHARLTON — The Town of 
Charlton is accepting applications for 
funding through the Town's Opioid 
Settlement Funds Grant Program.

The purpose of this program is to 
support initiatives that prevent opi-
oid misuse, expand access to treat-
ment and recovery services, reduce 
the harms associated with substance 
use disorders, and improve the health 
and well-being of Charlton residents. 
Funding is made available through the 
Town's allocation of national opioid 
settlement funds and must be used 
for eligible purposes consistent with 
applicable settlement agreements and 
guidance. Funding may be requested 
to a maximum of $2,500 per applicant. 
Final awards will be distributed based 
on available funding as well as demon-
strated need and community impact.

Eligible applicants may include:
o Nonprofit organizations
o Educational institutions

o Healthcare providers
o Community-based organizations
o Other organizations serving 

Charlton residents
Projects may include, but are not 

limited to:
o Prevention and education programs
o Treatment and recovery support 

services
o Harm reduction initiatives
o First responder or public safety ini-

tiatives related to opioid response
o Behavioral health and mental 

health services
o Community outreach and support 

programs
o Data collection, evaluation, and 

other evidence-based strategies that 
address opioid use disorder

Applications will be evaluated based 
on demonstrated community need, 
alignment with eligible opioid settle-
ment uses, measurable outcomes, orga-
nizational capacity, and the anticipated 

impact on Charlton residents.
Completed applications and all 

required supporting documentation for 
the first round of this grant program 

must be submitted by Aug. 31. Late 
or incomplete applications may not be 
considered.
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Morse Lumber Co., Inc.Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 8/21 & SATURDAY 8/22

WHOLE BELLY 
CLAMS 
AFTER 5PM

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 8/17/26 was $4.49 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Tickets can be 
purchased on-line 

or by calling
(508)867-2345

HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS  
Thursdays-  Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 • Fridays-  Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

Lobster Feast • sunday, september 13• 12:30
Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers  • Cauldron Clam Fritters

In the Barn: Starter  • Fresh Damariscotta Steamers  
• Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits

What You’re Really Here For…Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobster , 
Howe’s Farm Corn on the Cob •Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert

SEND 
SUMMER 
OUT WITH 
A BANG! 

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.
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SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Town of Charlton accepting applications for 
Opioid Settlement Funds Grant Program

Local residents named to 
Simmons University Dean’s List

Marisa DeJesus of Charlton
graduates from Boston University

BOSTON — Boston University awarded 
academic degrees to more than 7,000 stu-
dents in May 2026. Among the graduates 
was Marisa DeJesus, who graduated summa 
cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in Earth 
& Environmental Sciences and minors in 
Marine Science and Biology. Her senior 
year included fieldwork with the BU Marine 
Program in New England and at Calabash 
Caye Field Station in Belize, along with study-
ing abroad in Ecuador through Universidad 
San Francisco de Quito's Galápagos program 
in the Evolution, Ecology and Conservation 
track.

Founded in 1839, Boston University is 
an internationally recognized institution of 
higher education and research. With nearly 
37,000 students, it is one of the largest private 
residential universities in the United States. 
BU consists of 17 schools and colleges, 
along with the Faculty of Computing & 
Data Sciences and a number of multi-dis-
ciplinary centers and institutes integral to 
the University’s research and teaching mis-
sion. In 2012, BU joined the Association of 
American Universities (AAU), a consortium 
of leading research universities in the United 
States and Canada.



cists, and more.
The collabora-

tion began when 
QCC Professor of 
Integrated Science 
& Physics Dr. 
Andria Schwortz 
noticed that many 
p o s t - s e c o n d a r y 
physics teachers 
rely heavily on 
lecture-based les-
sons instead of 
active learning. 
Schwortz discov-
ered little research 
on the topic and 
set out to learn 
more with help 
from Michael 
Frey, who was 
a QCC stu-
dent at the time, 
and Dr. Andrea 
B o r o w c z a k , 
Schwortz’s for-
mer Ph.D. advi-
sor.

T o g e t h e r , 
they conduct-
ed a qualitative 
study involving 
physics faculty 
from across the 
United States. 
Their findings 
were published 
in “Education 
Sciences,” a 
p e e r - r e v i e w e d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
open-access jour-
nal, in an article 
titled, “How to 
Engage Active 
Pedagogy with 
Physics Faculty: 
Watch Out for 
Powerlessness.”

“Research has 
shown that active 
learning helps 
everyone more 
than lectures,” 
Schwortz said. 
“So why do we 
still use lectures 
so much?”

Frey was invit-
ed to join the 
project after 
Schwortz wit-
nessed his intel-
lectual curiosity 

in an astronomy 
course. For the 
study, Frey helped 
develop interview 
questions and 
conducted sever-
al interviews, a 
level of respon-
sibility Schwortz 
described as sig-
nificant for an 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
student.

“It's been sur-
real. I started out 
as a student with 
a love of space. 
Now I’ve pub-
lished my first 
paper,” Frey said. 
“Working with 
Andria and Dr. B 
has been amazing. 
It's like a web; 
we’re all learning 
from each other.”

B o r o w c z a k , 
director of the 
School of Teacher 
Education at the 
University of 
Central Florida, 
served as an exter-
nal mentor, con-
tributing to the 
writing, review 
and development 
of the final arti-
cle. Throughout 
her career, she has 
studied partner-
ships and believes 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
research creates 
opportunities for 
new perspectives 
and deeper under-
standing.

“ W o r k i n g 
with Andria and 
Michael show-
cased our trust of 
each other, our 
unique voices and 
added another step 
in our relation-
ship,” Borowczak 
said. “It was a 
pleasure working 
with them.”

For Schwortz, 
the project reflects 
the ongoing cycle 
of mentorship that 

drives both teach-
ing and research.

“Dr. B is an 
amazing resource. 
If I’m stuck, I 
get on the phone 
with her, and she 
sets me straight. 
Now I’m teaching 
Michael, and in 
the process, I’m 
learning more as 
well,” Schwortz 
said.

Through their 
interviews, the 
team found that 
many faculty 
rely on lectures 
because they feel 
powerless to make 
change or believe 
they lack the time 
to prepare more 
in-depth active 
learning lessons. 
While percep-
tions of power-
lessness may not 
always reflect 
reality, Schwortz 
noted that time 
constraints are 
a genuine obsta-
cle. In addition to 
teaching, faculty 
members often 
balance research, 
student advising, 
and service com-
mitments.

“It’s important 
to get this info 
out there. If peo-
ple know why 
it’s a challenge, 
they can design 
things to get past 
the challenge,” 
Schwortz said.

Schwortz and 
Frey present-
ed their find-
ings at the last 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
U n d e r g r a d u a t e 
R e s e a r c h 
Conference and 
are already plan-
ning a follow-up 
paper.

“How to 
Engage Active 
Pedagogy with 
Physics Faculty: 
Watch Out for 
P o w e r l e s s n e s s ” 
is available at 
mdpi.com/2227-
7102/16/1/8.
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774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Jonathan Pasqule
Arborist on Duty

Jonathan.Pasquale
@gmail.com

Stockbridge Alumni
Brookfield, MA

Insured

JD PASQUALE
TREE 

508-769-5489

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

Stainless Steel Dishwasher 
with 3rd rack  

$699
• 30+ Total Wash Jets for targeted cleaning on every level
• 5 Cycles provide flexibility so you can adapt to each load
• Automatic Door Open Dry System releases water vapor 

after cycle ends for an exceptional dry.
KDTS224SPS

www.StonebridgePress.com

Three generations of scholars team up to improve physics education

Courtesy Photo

Local Scout Cole Hendrick successfully completed  his Eagle Scout Service Project last week with a formal dedication cere-
mony at Here Today Adopted Tomorrow. Cole led his fellow members of Troop 161 in constructing a brand-new bridge for 
the local animal rescue organization. The new structure provides vital, safe infrastructure for the facility. Representatives 
from Here Today Adopted Tomorrow expressed immense gratitude to Cole and the entirety of Troop 161, noting that the 
bridge will significantly improve day-to-day operations and accessibility at the rescue. The Eagle Scout Project is the culmi-
nation of a Scout's training. It requires significant leadership, planning, and community coordination. Hendrick managed 
the project from initial design through fundraising, material procurement, and final construction.

W O R C E S T E R 
— A multigenera-
tional team of edu-
cators and learners 
has come together 
to improve physics 
education, helping 
prepare the next 
generation of engi-
neers, astrophysi-

Courtesy Photo

(Right) Michael 
Frey and Dr. Andria 
Schwortz at the 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
U n d e r g r a d u a t e 
Research Conference.

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Andrea Borowczak



FISKDALE — St. Anne–St. Patrick 
Parish is making it easier for families 
to participate in both Faith Formation 
and Sunday Mass with a newly rede-
signed class schedule for the 2026–
2027 program year. By intentionally 
centering its Faith Formation schedule 
around the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, 
the parish hopes families can more eas-
ily worship together while also having 
more time back in their Sundays.

“At St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish, we 
want to remove obstacles that make 
it difficult for families to practice 
their faith together,” said Fr. Salvator 
Musande, Pastor of St. Anne – St. 
Pat-rick Parish. “Our new schedule 
allows children to grow in their knowl-
edge and understanding of the Catholic 
Faith while making Sunday Mass 
something families can attend togeth-

er. We warmly invite both returning 
and new families to join us.”

Registration is now open for Faith 
Formation for students in Kindergarten 
through Grade 11. Families are encour-
aged to register online by September 6, 
2026, which will help with class plan-
ning, although registration will remain 
open after that date.

The new class schedule is:
• Grades K–6: Sundays, 8:45–9:45 

a.m., before the 10 a.m. Mass.
• Grades 7–11: Sundays, 11:15 a.m.–

12:30 p.m., after the 10 a.m. Mass.
Faith Formation provides children 

and teens with age-appropriate instruc-
tion in the Catholic Faith, Sacred 
Scripture, Prayer, Christian living, and 
preparation for the Sacraments. Online 
registration is the preferred registration 
method and is available on the parish 

website. A paper registration form is 
also available for families who need 
one.

For more information or to register, 
visit www.StAnneStPatrickParish.com 
or call 508-347-9353.

St. Anne St. Patrick Parish & Shrine 
is an active parish community serving 
the Sturbridge area and beyond, offer-
ing daily Masses, religious education, 
and community ministries. The shrine 

grounds welcome thousands of visitors 
each year and feature St. Anne Shrine, 
Stations of the Cross and Crucifix, 
Hall of Saints, Russian Icon Exhibit, 
Generations Statue, Angel of Hope 
Monument, Memorial for the Unborn, 
Votive Chapels, weekend Masses cel-
ebrated in the outdoor pavilion during 
the summer, and a religious gift shop 
open daily from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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Darion and Julian are kind, respect-
ful brothers who are looking for a lov-
ing and supportive family. Darion, the 
older of the two, is an easygoing young 
man who does well with routines and 
feels most comfortable in environments 
where expectations are clear and con-
sistent. He has a cheerful personality 
and is thoughtful in the way he interacts 
with others. Darion enjoys building posi-
tive relationships and is known for being 
a caring and considerate brother. Both 
Darion and Julian enjoy spending time 
with their peers and have a strong pas-
sion for sports, especially football and 

basketball. They thrive in environments where they can stay active, work as 
part of a team, and build connections with others. Participating in sports and 
other extracurricular activities gives them opportunities to strengthen their 
teamwork skills, confidence, and sense of accomplishment. With encour-
agement, guidance, and consistent support, Darion and Julian continue to 
grow their interests, develop their strengths, and build confidence in who 
they are. They would benefit from a family who will celebrate their individu-
ality, support their goals, and provide a nurturing environment where they 
can continue to thrive. 

https://www.mareinc.org/recruitment-group/51030325292 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.  

Julian, Darion 
Age 14, 12 

Registration #9438 9439 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

ChatGPT can make mistakes. Check important info.

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish introduces 
family-friendly schedule for 2026–2027 

Faith Formation program

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



CHARLTON — The 
Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School cheerleading 
program, in partnership 
with the Dudley-Charlton 
Regional School District 
community, is inviting 
residents to lace up their 
running shoes and help 
break down barriers sur-
rounding mental health 
during the annual Tackle 
the Stigma 5K and 2.5K 
Walk/Run on Saturday, 
Sept. 27.

The event will begin at 
10 a.m. at the Shepherd 
Hill football field and is 
designed to raise aware-
ness about mental health 
and mental wellness 
while encouraging open 
conversations throughout 
the local community.

Organizers hope par-
ticipants of all ages will 
come together to demon-
strate support for those 
facing mental health chal-
lenges and reinforce the 
message that no one has 
to struggle alone.

"This event is very 
important to us as we 
work to raise awareness 
about mental health and 
mental wellness through-
out our local communi-

ty," organizers said in 
announcing the event.

The walk and run carries 
the theme, "Run toward 
awareness, stand up for 
support, and tackle the 
stigma one mile at a time," 
reflecting its focus on edu-
cation, compassion and 
community involve-ment.

Mental health advo-
cates continue to empha-
size the importance of 
reducing the stigma sur-
rounding anxiety, depres-
sion and other mental 
health conditions, which 
can often prevent individ-
uals from seeking help. 
Community events such 
as Tackle the Stigma aim 
to create a welcoming 
environment where con-
versations about mental 
wellness are encouraged 
and support resources are 
highlighted.

In addition to provid-
ing an opportunity for 
exercise and community 
engagement, the event 
serves as a reminder 
that mental health is an 
important part of overall 
well-being. Organizers 
hope the day will inspire 
participants to check 
in with friends, family 

members and neighbors 
while promoting a cul-
ture of understanding and 
acceptance.

The Shepherd Hill 
cheerleaders have made 
mental health awareness a 
priority, using the event to 
unite students, families, 
educators and community 
members around a com-
mon cause. By bringing 
together participants from 
across Dudley, Charlton 
and surrounding commu-
nities, they hope to build 
momentum for ongoing 
conversations that extend 
well beyond race day.

Whether participants 
choose the full 5-kilome-
ter course or the shorter 
2.5-kilometer walk/run, 
or-ganizers say every step 
represents a commitment 
to supporting mental well-
ness and reminding those 
who may be struggling 
that help is available.

Registration infor-
mation and addition-
al event details are 
expected to be available 
through Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School 
and the Dudley-Charlton 
Regional School District 
as the event approaches.

CHARLTON — We are 
excited to announce that the 
Fall 2026 catalog is now 
available at www.baypath.
net/bpce. There is something 
for everyone, featuring offer-
ings in trades exam prepara-
tions, continuing education, 
professional development, 
health & wellness, art, food 
& entertaining, financial 
wellness, and much more. 

Here are some of the new 
classes available:

•Basket Weaving

• Breadmaking and more
• Gluten-Free Pasta Making
• Japanese Ikebana Flower 

Design
• Professional Writing
• Tai Chi
• and more
Additionally, we have 

returning favorites including:
• Line Dancing
• Ballroom Dancing
• Stained Glass Making
• Bob Ross Art Classes
• Yoga for All
• Classes for Two People 

to Take Together
Registration Opens on 

July 20 – Make sure to sign 
up early for the classes that 
catch your interest so you 
don’t miss this opportunity! 
You can reach us at www.
baypath.net/bpce or call 
508-248-5971, ext. 1715. 
Bay Path has been providing 
engaging adult continuing 
education classes for the past 
30 years, conveniently locat-
ed at 57 Old Muggett Hill 
Rd., Charlton.
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Charlton: Carolyn J. 
(Abraham) Hafer, 84, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
Sunday, August 9th, with her 
loving family by her side, 
after a brief illness.

Her beloved husband of 64 
years, Larry E. Hafer, passed 
away in 2025. She leaves 
her children, Diana Ijams 
and her husband, Andrew, 
Pamela Renzoni and her 
John, Frederick Hafer and his 
wife, Casey, Andrew Borer, 
Rita Draper and her husband Matthew; ten 
grandchildren Scott, Ryan, Emily, Christine, 
Katherine, John, Sarah, Samuel, Richard, 
Nicole, and eleven great grandchildren.

Carolyn was born in Natick, the daughter 
of Frederick H. and Irene D. (Babineau) 
Abraham. As a military wife, she embraced 
a life of service alongside her husband, sup-
porting him through deployments, moves, 
long separations and the many challenges 
that come with military life. She worked for 

many years as an Electronics 
teacher for HBM Electronics. 
Carolyn and Larry enjoyed 
winters in Florida as well 
as their various other trips 
traveling together through-
out the years. Most of all, 
Carolyn “Grammy” enjoyed 
spending time with her grand-
children, vacationing at the 
“Little House” in Island Park, 
Rhode Island, and ensuring 
fun times and fond memories 
were had, by taking the grand-

children boating, fishing, on pony rides, 
boogie boarding and visiting Uncle Andy in 
Newport RI,

A graveside service for Carolyn will be 
held on Friday, October 9th, at 1:00 PM in 
Northside Cemetery, Charlton. There are no 
calling hours.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to The Wounded Warriors Project at www.
woundedwarriorproject.org

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Carolyn J. Hafer, 84
OBITUARIES

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF STURBRIDGE

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Sturbridge Conservation 
Commission will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, August 6, 2026 at 6:10 
pm on the 2nd Floor of the Center 
Office Building, 301 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 and via GoTo 
Meeting, to consider a Request for 
Determination of Applicability filed 
by Mark Farrell, Green Hill Engineering 
pursuant to the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act (M.G.L. c. 
131, §40) and the Town of Sturbridge 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw.
The applicant seeks approval to 
replace a septic system at 1 Leno 
Road, Sturbridge, MA. 
Remote participation information and 
application materials will be posted 
at least 48 hours prior to the hearing 
on the Conservation Commission 
webpage at www.sturbridge.gov/
conservation-commission.
Ed Goodwin
Conservation Commission Chairman 
August 21, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF STURBRIDGE

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Sturbridge Conservation 
Commission will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, August 6, 2026 at 6:00 
pm on the 2nd Floor of the Center 
Office Building, 301 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 and via GoTo 
Meeting, to consider a Request for 
Determination of Applicability filed 
by Stephen Soper, Soper Construction 
Company, Inc. pursuant to the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 
Act (M.G.L. c. 131, §40) and the Town 
of Sturbridge Wetlands Protection 
Bylaw.
The applicant seeks approval to 
reconstruct an existing patio at 15 
Carey Road, Sturbridge, MA. 
Remote participation information and 
application materials will be posted 
at least 48 hours prior to the hearing 
on the Conservation Commission 
webpage at www.sturbridge.gov/
conservation-commission.
Ed Goodwin
Conservation Commission Chairman 
August 21, 2026

TOWN OF CHARLTON DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC WORKS 100 FLINT 

ROAD
CHARLTON, MA 01507

(508) 248-2212
I.	 ADVERTISEMENT/PUBLIC 
NOTICE

TOWN OF CHARLTON – 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

INVITATION FOR BIDS
FY2027-03

PAVEMENT SURFACING OF 

CENTER DEPOT ROAD
Sealed bids for the Pavement 
Surfacing of Center Depot Road, Town 
of Charlton (hereinafter referred to as
“The OWNER”) will be received at the 
Town Administrator’s Office, Charlton 
Municipal Offices, 37 Main Street, 
Charlton MA, 01507 until 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 2, 2026, at 
which time they will be publicly opened 
and read. No late bids accepted.
Obtaining Bid Packages: 
Specifications, general instructions, 
and Bid Forms must be obtained at 
the Town
Administrator’s Office, Charlton 
Municipal Offices, 37 Main Street, 
Charlton, MA 01507 between the 
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday via pickup 
at the Town Administrator’s Office 
or via email request to mary.devlin@
townofcharlton.net. Bidders are 
required to submit on the Bid Forms 
provided.
Bid Deposit: All bids over $50,000 
MUST be accompanied by a bid 
deposit in the amount of five percent 
(5%) of the bid in the form of cash, a 
bid bond, or a certified check made 
payable to the Town of Charlton. The 
bid deposit will be forfeited if the 
bidder fails to execute the contract 
and satisfactory Bond within ten (10) 
days after the contract may have been 
awarded to them.
Conditions of Contract: All 
awarded contracts shall be subject 
to the Special Contract Conditions 
that accompany this bid package. 
Successful Bidders will be required 
to produce a certificate of insurance. 
All work being performed requires 
100% Performance Bond and a 50% 
Payment Bond in accordance with 
G.L. c. 30, section 39M. The bidder 
shall be able to start work under this 
contract and after the acceptance by 
the Select Board.
Wage Rates: All wage rates will 
comply with those established by the 
Commonwealth Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development, M.G.L., 
Chapter 149, Section 26-27G as set 
forth in the contract documents.
Prequalification: Bidders for all 
projects that cost over $50,000 must 
be prequalified by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation (formerly 
Mass. Highway Department). All 
bidders shall be subject to Section 34 
of Chapter 90, must be prequalified 
in accordance with 720 CMR 5.00 
“Prequalification’s of Contractors”. This 
will apply to horizontal construction 
only.
MassDOT prequalification of 
contractors with the class of work 
as PAVEMENT SURFACING for the 
project with an estimated value of 
$420,375.00 will be required.
Award/Rejection: The OWNER 

reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, and to waive minor informalities 
in the bids, or to accept the bid 
deemed best for the OWNER. The 
OWNER further reserves the right to 
award all portions of the contract to 
one bidder. In this case, the price 
bid by the bidder for each item as 
detailed on the Bid Form shall remain 
the same. The contract will be 
awarded to the lowest, responsible 
and eligible bidder.
August 20, 2026
August 27, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
County of Hampden
The Superior Court

CIVIL DOCKET #2679CV0512
RE: Southbridge Credit Union v. 
Heirs, Devisees and Personal/
Legal Representatives of Barbara 
B. Stepkowski f/k/a Barbara B. 
Harwood, et al

ORDER OF NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

To: Heirs, Devisees and Personal/
Legal Representatives of Barbara 
B. Stepkowski f/k/a Barbara B. 
Harwood, having a mailing address of 
38 Forest Road, Brimfield, MA 01010;
Gregory Stepkowski, an individual 
residing at 38 Forest Road, Brimfield, 
MA  01010; in the County of Hampden; 
all in said Commonwealth; Deborah 
J. Harwood, an individual residing at 
14 Hughgill Road, Rindge, NH 03461
AND TO ALL PERSONS ENTITLED 
TO THE BENEFIT OF THE SERVICE 
MEMBERS’ CIVIL RELIEF ACT 
OF 1940 AS AMENDED 2003 as 
amended:
Southbridge Credit Union, a duly 
incorporated financial institution 
authorized to do business in 
Massachusetts and having its principal 
place of business at 155 Main Street,
Southbridge, Massachusetts 01550
claiming to be the holder of mortgage 
covering 38 Forest Road, Brimfield,
Massachusetts
given by Barbara B. Stepkowski f/k/a 
Barbara B. Harwood to Southbridge 
Credit Union dated August 28, 2017
recorded in Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds Book 21851, Page 498 has 
filed with said court a Complaint for 
authority to foreclose said mortgage in 
the manner following: by entry on and 
possession of the premises therein 
described and by exercise of the power 
of sale contained in said mortgage.
If you are entitled to the benefits of the 
Service Members’ Civil Relief Act of 
1940 as amended, and you object to 
such foreclosure you or your attorney 
should file a written appearance and 
answer in said court at Springfield in 
said County on or before September 
15, 2026 or you may be forever barred 
from claiming that such foreclosure is 
invalid under said Act.

Witness, Michael D. Ricciuti, Esquire, 
Chief Justice of the Superior Court, at 
Springfield, Massachusetts, this 4th 
day of August, 2026.
Laura S. Gentile, Clerk of the Courts
By Stephanie Roscoe
Assistant Clerk
August 20, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of 
Charlton Stormwater Management 
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
accepting comments on the following 
application:
The applicant, Blue Sky Towers IV, LLC, 
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Application 
on July 27, 2026, for land disturbance 
associated with the construction of a 
telecommunications facility.
The project site is located at 103 Bond 
Road, Charlton, MA 01507, and is also 
known as: Parcel ID: 58-B-1 
Copies of the Land Disturbance 
Application are available at the 
Charlton Conservation Commission 
office during business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
August 20, 2026

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE 
SELECT BOARD / LOCAL 
LICENSING AUTHORITY 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the 
Sturbridge Select Board, acting as 
the Local Licensing Authority, will 
hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
September 8, 2026, at 6:35 p.m. at the 
Sturbridge Town Hall, 308 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts. Application 
for Transfer of a Common Victualler 
All Alcoholic Beverages License 
from: Village Pizza Sebastian Kaly & 
Jose, Inc. to: Jarmakani Enterprises 
LLC d/b/a Village Pizza at 487 Main 
Street, Sturbridge MA. The applicant 
seeks approval of the transfer of 
the existing Common Victualler All 
Alcoholic Beverages License issued 
for the above-referenced premises. 
Any person wishing to be heard on this 
matter will be afforded an opportunity 
to do so at the public hearing by Order 
of the Sturbridge Select Board 
TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Frances Wychorski
Town Administrator and Select Board
Administrative Coordinator & 
Constituent Liaison
Town of Sturbridge - 308 Main Street
Sturbridge MA 01566
508-347-2500 ext 1428
bosadmin@sturbridge.gov
August 20, 2026

LEGALS

Shepherd Hill students 
hosting Tackle the Stigma 

5K to promote mental 
health awareness

Bay Path Continuing Education’s fall catalog available



AUBURN — Webster 
Five is proud to announce 
that Will Kerrisiey has 
joined the Bank as VP, 
Commercial Banking 
Officer.

Kerrissey brings more 
than 20 years of banking 
experience spanning both 
retail and commercial 
banking, along with deep 
roots in the local business 
community and a proven 
track record of helping 
businesses achieve their 
growth objectives.

“I am excited to join 
Webster Five and be part 
of a team that is strong-
ly committed to building 
lasting relationships with 
local businesses and the 
communities they serve,” 
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&Home 
 AutoSummerSummer

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

774-241-0216
774-230-8373

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 • email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

Webster Five continues to build Commercial Banking team

Family Literacy Festival returns to Worcester with 
expanded programming and Children’s Business Expo

Courtesy Photo

(Right) Will Kerrissey

WORCESTER — 
The highly anticipated 
Family Literacy Festival 
2026 is set to return 
bigger and better than 
ever on Saturday, Aug. 
22 from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at the Worcester 
Common Oval. This 
free, family-friendly 
event is expected to draw 
thousands of attendees, 
bringing together litera-
cy, culture, community, 
and fun in one dynamic 
outdoor experience.

Hosted by SCENSOB 
Foundation, the Family 
Literacy Festival is 
designed to promote the 
importance of literacy 

while creating equita-
ble access to education-
al resources for families 
across the region. With 
a mission rooted in com-
munity empowerment, 
FLF continues to serve 
as a cornerstone event 
for Worcester and sur-
rounding areas.

This year’s festival 
will feature:

• More than 10 vendors 
and community organi-
zations, authors, and 
food trucks

• Children’s Business 
Expo, showcasing young 
entrepreneurs

• Live entertainment, 
including DJs, cultural 

dance performances, and 
a vibrant fashion show

• Interactive literacy 
and sensory activities for 
children of all ages

• Back-to-school give-
aways, including more 
than 20,000 school sup-
plies distributed to fami-
lies in need

“Last year’s turnout 
was incredible, and this 
year we’ve expanded 
every aspect of the fes-
tival to meet the grow-
ing demand,” said event 
organizers. “Our goal is 
not just to celebrate lit-
eracy, but to make sure 
every child and family 
leaves with the tools they 

need to succeed.”
In addition to its edu-

cational focus, the festi-
val serves as a powerful 
platform for small busi-
nesses, local authors, and 
community organizations 
to connect directly with 
thousands of attendees. 
Vendor and sponsorship 
opportunities are still 
available, though space 
is limited.

The event is made pos-
sible through the support 
of community partners, 
sponsors, and dedicated 
volunteers who share a 
commitment to educa-
tion, access, and commu-
nity growth.

For more information, 
vendor registration, or 
sponsorship inquiries, 
please visit www.scen-
sobfoundation.org.

About SCENSOB 
Foundation:

SCENSOB Foundation 
is a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to advanc-
ing education, equity, 
and community develop-
ment through impactful 
programming and events. 
Through initiatives like 
the Family Literacy 
Festival, the foundation 
continues to empower 
families and create path-
ways for success.

Bank, gaining extensive 
experience serving busi-
nesses across Central 
Massachusetts.

“Will’s extensive com-
mercial banking expe-
rience, strong relation-
ship-building skills and 
deep commitment to the 
Central Massachusetts 
community make him an 
outstanding addition to our 
team,” said Christopher 
Watson, Chief Commercial 
Banking Officer at Webster 
Five. “His knowledge of 
the local market and ded-
ication to helping busi-
nesses succeed align with 
our relationship-focused 
approach to commercial 
banking.”

Kerrissey’s commit-
ment to the community 
is reflected in his long-

standing record of volun-
teer leadership and civic 
engagement. He current-
ly serves as a Corporator 
for Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation, 
Treasurer for the Creative 
Hub Worcester, Corporator 
for Whitin Community 
Center and Vice President 
of Millbury Dollars for 
Scholars. He previous-
ly served as Chairman 
of the Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of Commerce.

In recognition of 
Kerrissey’s profession-
al and community con-
tributions, he was named 
Volunteer of the Year by 
the Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and 
was honored as a Worcester 
Business Journal 40 Under 
Forty recipient.

said Kerrissey. “I look for-
ward to working closely 
with clients to understand 
their goals, provide strate-
gic financial guidance and 
help them achieve long-
term success.”

Kerrissey most recently 
served as Vice President, 
Commercial Banking 
Officer at UniBank for 
Savings, where he man-
aged a portfolio of busi-
ness relationships and 
worked closely with local 
organizations to support 
their growth and long-
term success. Throughout 
his career, he has also held 
commercial banking posi-
tions at North Brookfield 
Savings Bank, bankHome-
town, and Millbury Savings 
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Health Foundation for 
the first time.

“We are proud to 
support these ten orga-
nizations during this 
crucial moment,” said 
Dr. Amie Shei, presi-
dent and CEO of The 
Health Foundation. “The 
Activation Fund grant is 
designed to help com-
munity organizations 
advance their work in 
bold and sustainable 
ways. This year’s recipi-
ents have earned the trust 
of the communities they 
serve and are provid-
ing vital services across 
Central Massachusetts.”

The grant awards, 
totaling $1,018,398, are 
as follows:

Ascentria Care Alliance 
- $85,036 to create a 
regional Memory Care 
Center of Excellence by 
training staff and up to 
three partnering com-
munity organizations as 
certified dementia care 
trainers and integrating 
evidence-based prac-
tices into its ongoing 
workforce development 
model.

Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance - 
$118,411 to furnish and 
equip its new Resource 
Center in Worcester, 
providing people expe-
riencing homelessness 
with access to showers, 

laundry, rest space, and 
supportive services.

Community Harvest 
Project - $101,980 to 
build a second protect-
ed growing tunnel and 
upgrade irrigation at 
its North Grafton farm, 
enabling the organization 
to grow more fresh pro-
duce year-round for hun-
ger relief partners across 
Central Massachusetts.

Community Health 
Connections - $124,875 
to renovate counseling 
and group spaces adja-
cent to its Children’s 
Behavioral Health Clinic 
in downtown Fitchburg 
for an intensive youth 
behavioral health day 
treatment program serv-
ing ages 12-21 that aims 
to reduce strain on local 
hospital emergency 
departments.

Growing Places - 
$113,096 to add a load-
ing dock and ramp and 
convert unfinished class-
rooms into office space 
at its Gardner Regional 
Food Center, improving 
local food aggregation, 
production, distribution, 
and coordination.

Our Bright Future 
- $125,000 to install a 
fire sprinkler system 
in its newly purchased 
Southbridge Innovation 
Hub, allowing the orga-
nization to open a cen-
tralized youth develop-
ment and ed-ucation-
al center serving up to 

1,000 students each year 
through STEM educa-
tion, workforce develop-
ment, social-emotional 
learning, and community 
programming.

Planned Parenthood 
League of Massachusetts 
- $114,000 to renovate 
the space and improve 
security at its Worcester 
health center, creating 
additional patient consul-
tation rooms and expand-
ing access to reproduc-
tive health services in a 
safe, secure environment.

Project Just Because - 
$40,000 to upgrade load-
ing docks and purchase 
new warehouse equip-
ment. These improve-
ments will reduce the 
physical workload on 
staff and volunteers 
while increasing safety, 
efficiency, and the orga-
nization’s ability to dis-
tribute food and essential 
items to families in need.

South Middlesex 
Opportunity Council - 
$75,000 to renovate its 
Chandler Street Women’s 
Services Center in 
Worcester, expanding 
capacity for the wom-
en’s emergency shelter 
by about 40 percent in 
response to rising com-
munity needs.

Wayside Youth & 
Family Support Network 
- $121,000 to purchase 
furnishings and essen-
tial equipment for a 
new, expanded Charlton 

Community Services site 
that triples the organi-
zation’s footprint in the 
community and supports 
the full implementa-
tion of its MassHealth 
Community Service 
Agency contract serving 
27 South County com-
munities.

About The Health 
Foundation of Central 
Massachusetts

The Health Foundation 
of Central Massachusetts 
is dedicated to improv-
ing the health of those 
who live or work in 
Central Massachusetts, 
with particular emphasis 
on vulnerable popula-
tions and unmet needs.  
Through its unique and 
impactful approach 
to grantmaking, The 
Health Foundation sup-
ports community-identi-
fied health issues, with 
health defined broadly to 
include social determi-
nants of health and with 
a focus on promoting 
health equity.  As a health 
conversion foundation 
launched in 1999 follow-
ing the sale of the not-
for-profit HMO Central 
Massachusetts Health 
Care Inc., The Health 
Foundation’s grants have 
totaled over $62 million 
to 250 unique organi-
zations over its history.  
For more information, 
visit www.thfcm.org.

41st Valley Friendship Tour
raises nearly $110,000 for

Open Sky Community Services

GRANT
continued from page A1

WORCESTER — 
The 41st annual Valley 
Friendship Tour drew more 
than 250 participants who 
walked, ran, and rolled 
through the Blackstone 
Valley on June 6 and raised 
nearly $110,000 to bene-
fit Open Sky Community 
Services, a nonprofit behav-
ioral health and human ser-
vices organization.

The Valley Friendship 
Tour, which starts and ends 
at Alternatives’ Whitin 
Mill, is Open Sky’s signa-
ture fundraising event for 
the agency’s nearly 150 
programs serving children, 
adults, and families with 
mental health challenges, 
intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, sub-
stance use disorders, brain 
injury, homelessness and 
other complex challenges. 
Since it began just over four 
decades ago, the tour has 
raised millions in support of 
individuals and families in 
Central Massachusetts.

“The Valley Friendship 
Tour is a visual represen-
tation of Open Sky’s mis-
sion – individuals of all 
abilities coming togeth-
er in the community with 
purpose,” said Ken Bates, 
President & CEO of Open 
Sky Community Services. 
“We are grateful to this 
community that has been 
created over the past four 
decades and for its unwav-

ering support of our neigh-
bors throughout Central 
Massachusetts facing com-
plex challenges. Thank you 
to our participants, attend-
ees, sponsors, and staff for 
making this year’s Tour 
another one to remember.”

Teresa Pitaro, a resident 
of Norwood who has a fam-
ily member served by Open 
Sky, was the top fundraiser 
for the fifth year in a row. 
She raised nearly $7,000 for 
the 2026 Valley Friendship 
Tour.

The individual and team 
participants of all ages and 
abilities had the option of 
a 1-mile walk, 5K run or 
walk, or a 30-mile bike 
ride through the Blackstone 
Valley. The all-day event 
featured lunch, live music, 
raffles, and entertain-
ment on the Dennis H. 
Rice Community Plaza at 
Alternatives’ Whitin Mill.

About Open Sky 
Community Services

Open Sky Community 
Services is a 501(c)3 non-
profit agency based in 
Worcester that has been 
helping individuals in our 
community achieve more 
than they imagined possi-
ble for over 50 years. The 
agency provides a wide 
range of services through-
out Central Massachusetts 
for children, adults and 
families with mental health 

Courtesy Photo

Worcester-based nonprofit Open Sky Community Services brought together over 250 par-ticipants for its 41st annual Valley 
Friendship Tour fundraiser.  The community event, for all ages and abilities, was held on June 6 in Whitinsville to support Open Sky’s 
programs throughout Central Massachusetts.

Courtesy Photo

Lorie Martiska (right), Open Sky Executive Vice President and 
Chief Advancement Officer, poses with Teresa Pitaro, the 2026 
Valley Friendship Tour top fundraiser. Pitaro, of Norwood, has 
been the top fundraiser for five years in a row and she raised 
nearly $7,000 for this year’s community event.

challenges, intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, 
substance use disorders, 
brain injury, homeless-
ness, and other complex 

challenges. Open Sky 
Community Services 
has over 1,300 dedicat-
ed employees and nearly 
150 programs throughout 

the region, supporting 
more than 8,000 individ-
uals annually. Open Sky 
is committed to equity 
and be-longing, and pro-

motes a trauma-informed, 
whole-person care culture. 
For more information, 
please visit www.open-
skycs.org.

REGION — With just 
one month remaining in 
its annual fundraising 
campaign, the United 
Way of South Central MA 
(UWSCM) has reached 80 
percent of its fundraising 
goal and is asking sup-
porters to help close the 
remaining gap.

The organization has 
raised $460,000 of its 
$575,000 target, provid-
ing critical support for the 
twenty-two agencies that 
receive funding through 
UWSCM. While reach-
ing 80 percent marks an 

important milestone, 
UWSCM still needs to 
raise the final 20 percent 
before the campaign ends 
on Sept. 30.

“This campaign allows 
us to continue working to 
improve the lives of chil-
dren, families, and individ-
uals of all ages through our 
four impact areas: healthy 
community, financial secu-
rity, youth opportunity, 
and community resilien-
cy” said Kristin McCarthy, 
Executive Director. “We 
are incredibly grateful to 
everyone who has con-

tributed so far. With one 
month left, every donation 
can help us reach the finish 
line.”

Supporters can make 
a difference by donat-
ing today. Contributions 
of any amount will help 
provide meals, support 
families, fund education-
al programs, and provide 
other services for resi-
dents of Charlton, Dudley, 
Southbridge, Sturbridge, 
and Webster and ensure the 
organization can continue 
serving the community in 
the coming year.

The campaign’s final 
month represents a crucial 
opportunity for new and 
returning donors to get 
involved. Whether it is a 
first-time gift or an addi-
tional contribution, every 
donation brings UWSCM 
closer to its goal.

United Way of South 
Central Massachusetts is 
encouraging communi-
ty members to help reach 
100 percent before the 
campaign ends. To donate, 
visit www.uwscm.org or 
contact director@uwscm.
org.

United Way of South Central Massachusetts
needs your help to meet fundraising goal

August 2026 Interpretive Programs 
at Blackstone River Greenway 

Visitor Center at Worcester
WORCESTER — All 

programs are free and open 
to the public. Registration is 
not required. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Dress for the weather and 
wear appropriate footwear. 
Meet at the Visitor Center 
unless otherwise stated. 
Programming is subject to 
change or cancellation. For 
the most up to date pro-
gramming information, call 
(508) 373-7056

Reasonable accommoda-
tions available upon advance 
notice. To make a request, 
please contact Moneesha 
Dasgupta at (617) 645-0358 
or moneesha.dasgupta2@
mass.gov.

The Blackstone River 
Greenway Visitor Center 
at Worcester is locat-
ed at 3 Paul Clancy Way, 
Worcester.

Mill to Meadow
Saturday, Aug. 22, 2 – 3 

p.m.
The land on which the 

Visitor Center stands was 
once the largest factory com-
plex in Worcester — and 
now not a single building 
remains! In this short walk, 
find out about “brownfield” 
reclamation on site and how 
it fits into the Blackstone 
Valley’s environmental 
renaissance. Appropriate for 
ages 12 and up. About ¼ 
mile over paved surfaces.

Visitor Center Exhibit 
Tour

Saturdays, 11 – 11:30 
a.m.

 Join us on a tour of the 
Heritage Center’s exhib-
it hall! Learn how the 
Blackstone Canal helped 
transform Worcester from 
a sleepy county seat to a 
thriving industrial city and 
hub for immigration and 
innovation.  Appropriate for 
ages 6 and up.
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Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

* New 30x50' Split 
Level Home
*3 Full Baths

*Cathedral Ceiling 
Familyroom

*Main Bedroom 
includes

 "Tray Ceiling"
*Office* Game Room

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

95 A.F. Putnam Rd $687,500

Featured Home- Charlton
Deb Listewnik
508-847-0872 

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

*4 Bedrooms *  Custom Gourmet Kitchen w/ Center Island * 4 Baths  
* 24’x24’ Great Room *Meticulously Maintained Grounds with 

Pergola and Koi Pond * Easy Access to Major Highways

30 Knollwood $849,900

CHARLTON 

*2 Acres 
*Hardwood 

Floors
  *Central Air
  * Gas Heat 
*30’ Great 

Room
*Gourmet 

Kitchen
128 Old Southbridge Rd $640,000

DUDLEY- REDUCED $40,000!
NEW CONSTRUCTION

*6 Rooms * Garage
* 3 Bedroom
* 1600 sq. ft. 

*Amazing Waterviews

* 3 Bedroom
 *Wide Pine Floors

 * Garage * 1/2 Acre of 
Meticulous Grounds

Build Your 
Own Dream 

Home!!
Call Jo-Ann or 
Bob for Details

*7 Rooms
 * 2 Baths

 *1500 Sq. Ft.
 *1/2 Acre Lot

*Finished Lower Level
34 Lake Sargent Dr  
$619,900

41 Worcester St.
$449,500 Fabyan Rd. $125,000

1994 Main St.  
$519,000

LEICESTER- 
WATERFRONT!!!

GRAFTON- 
Better than a Condo DUDLEY

5 ACRE LOT
HOLDEN- RANCH

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
ster Lake with access at Lake-
side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7 
rms, 4 brs, 3 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, wood 
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle 
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double 
sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out 
w/ slider. Central AC, garage 
MLS # 73534271 $649,000 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

60 WAKEFIELD AVE
 RARE WEBSTER LAKE DEVELOPMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY ~ Two (2) Strategic Building Lots with Direct 
Waterfront Ownership. Discover an unmatched real 
estate package combining the financial benefits of 
off-water property taxes with the luxury of premium, 
direct Webster Lake access. This rare offer features 
two cleared, build-ready contiguous lots paired with 
a commanding 2/3 fractional ownership interest in 
a prime waterfront parcel, complete with a private 
beach and boat dock.  MLS# 73564208   $525,000

Featured New Listing!

Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan 
kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183  NEW PRICE $479,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Dudley - 3 Marshall Terrace  
A Contractor’s Opportunity! 
8,000 SF (80’x100’) level lot, 
great location, est. neighbor-
hood, key resources > town 
water & sewer & natural gas in 
street.  By appointment only!

.
MLS No. 73544127 $155,000.

OPEN HOUSE! SATURDAY 11 - 2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an ex-
ceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ featuring 
4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed for relaxation & con-
venience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS $999,900.

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug Harbor Villa 

On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

Webster- 18 DiDonato Ave 
THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFFORDA-
B L E - O N E - L E V E L - M O V E - I N -
READY-RANCH!  Offers 980 SF+, 2 
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room.  Situated on a 
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage, 
a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA-
RAGE!  Conveniently located in East 
Village. First Time Offered!
MLS #73534105 $333,000

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

SORRY, SOLD!

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



SOUTHBRIDGE — The StarCats jazz 
trio will perform a free concert called 
Day Dream at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday 
Aug. 20 at the Jacob Edwards Library, 
Southbridge.

A delightfully eclectic New England 
jazz trio, the StarCats was formed in 2017 
by vocalist Sarah Clay with the vision 
to make jazz more fun, accessible, and 
entertaining for everyone. The StarCats 
create a new themed concert program 
each year. For 2026, the StarCats present 
Day Dream. Where do you go when your 
mind wanders? Sweet reverie, thoughts 
of love? Or rueful rumination? There’s 
music for every mood.

Inspired by the public outreach of 
Winton Marsalis, the vocal brilliance of 
Ella Fitzger-ald, and the humor of Mose 
Allison, the StarCats intertwine stan-
dards by greats like Duke Ellington and 
Thelonius Monk, Bossa Nova by Jobim, 
and arrangements of Stevie Wonder, Sarah 
Bareilles, Joni Mitchell and Soundgarden. 
You’ll hear swinging Retro-pop, spicy 
Latin rhythms, soul-aching ballads and 
mellow blues.

Sarah Clay (vocals/flute) thrills with 
expressive, crystalline tone and sultry 
flute. Bob Ferrier (guitar) sparks joy with 

tasty chords and playful improvisation. 
Steve Bulmer (upright bass) lays down a 
sweet, rhythmic groove that soothes the 
soul.

“The StarCats are magnificent! Sarah’s 
scat and flawless range... ingenious bass 
riffs... fingers dancing up down the gui-
tar... I left inspired and uplifted,” says 
Rev. Pirtle, Westhampton.

The StarCats have performed at the 
Northampton Jazz Festival, the Litchfield 
Sunrise Concert Series, the Pittsfield 
Jazz Festival, the 1794 Meetinghouse, 
Workshop 13, Summer on Strong Street 
Festival, the Westfield Athenaeum, the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, and more.

This concert is supported in part by 
a grant from the Southbridge Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is support-
ed by the Mass Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells 
Center for the Arts, 111 Main St. in 
Southbridge, is excited to present a retro-
spective of the life and works of Michel 
Merle. The galleries will be open through-
out the month Saturday and Sunday noon to 
4 p.m. Please join us to celebrate his works, 
meet the artist and share refreshments in this 
historic setting. All are welcome.

The artwork of Michel Duncan Merle 

serves as a vibrant and provocative cross-
roads where legendary artistic heritage 
meets decades of technical mastery.

A native Parisian born in 1937, Merle 
spent more than three decades as a Professor 
of Art at Worcester State University in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, where he taught 
generations of students to view creation 
through an alternative or philosophical lens.

Artistic practice and innovation run deep-

ly in his veins: Merle is the son of artist and 
gallery owner, Ligoa Duncan, the grandson 
of artist and philosopher Raymond Duncan, 
and the great-nephew of modern dance pio-
neer and virtuoso Isadora Duncan. Merle’s 
extensive studies, from the Akademia 
Raymond Duncan in Paris to the Instituto 
Allende in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, 
where he earned an MFA in Sculpture and 
Painting, reflects a global, lifelong commit-
ment to the avant-garde.

Merle has participated in a myriad of 
artistic organizations and collaborations 
over the years, including: Grove Street 
Gallery (co-founder/co-curator); Noh Place 
Artists Cooperative (board of directors/
performer); Forbidden Poets (piano/spoken 
word); WCUW 91.3 FM (radio show fea-
turing The Stranger and Think Tank Tango); 
Worcester County Poetry Association (for-

mer president); and a variety of perfor-
mances and contributions as a member of 
Worcester Artist Group, Invented Thing 
Quartet, Theater Now, and Kasner Gooch 
Multimedia.

Merle is also the author of a volume 
of cut-up poems, “Glass Bedding” (North 
American Editions) and continues to pro-
duce poems/art in this fashion. More recent-
ly, he produced collages in response to a 
series of René Magritte-inspired poems by 
Stephen Campiglio, as part of a multimedia 
manuscript, including the work of two other 
artists, Andres Juarez and Jennifer Forest, 
entitled “Other Turns.”

The Ruth Wells Art Center exhibition 
invites viewers to experience a brilliant 
collection that honors Michel’s family’s 
historic legacy, while celebrating his own 
distinct, thought-provoking aesthetic.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

New 
Summer 

Menu 
& Hours 

(11-9)

LIVE MUSIC EVERY
 FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

2025

2025

Half Priced Apps 
Tues-Friday from 2-5pm
New Summer Mocktail Menu 

Wing Wednesday 
Aug 26

A/C’sGreat
Selection!

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000! 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)DEALS  BETTER THAN

the BIG
BOX
STORES!

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!

FRIGIDAIRE 
DISHWASHER 

REG. $449.99
$329.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$799.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!

BLOWOUT

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

PEACHES!

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

with this coupon and purchase
Good Tues., Wed., Thurs.
$8.00 minimum purchase

Brookfield 
Orchards

Join Us

Let’s get 
Local

Saturday, August 29 10am-4pm
1 Lincoln Rd., North Brookfield MA 01525

508-867-6858   www.BrookfieldOrchards.com

Supporting Local
 is What this Event is All About!!

Wagon Rides, Face Painting, Corn Hole Games, 
Cider Donuts, Fudge, Family Memories and more!

Live Music from 12 to 4
The East Hill Band

Local Beer & Wine The Local’s Market

20+ Vendors 
Stay Updated 

with Facebook to 
see who else is 
participating!

Local Food Trucks

Ruth Wells Center spotlights life and work of Michel Merle

Free concert at Jacob Edwards Library
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