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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Although COVID-19 has 
put a freeze on many library activities 
this winter, local officials are working 
hard to provide continued services.

Over the past several months, most 
area libraries have been limited to 
remote programs and curbside pickup 
services. Some buildings have partially 
reopened, but state regulations on gath-
erings limit the number of patrons who 
can attend the library.

At Leicester Public Library, such ser-
vices as printing, faxing, and referenc-
ing can be done remotely. The library 
currently circulates hotspots to provide 
users with internet access at home, and 

Local libraries 
work to  
continue  
services during 
pandemic

Turn To LIBRARIES, page     A15
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Leicester High School junior Erin Arsenault is using a Girl Scout project to support her school’s music program

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – A local Girl Scout 
recently struck gold with her project 
that allows students to discover their 
love for music and instruments.

Erin Arsenault, a junior at 
Leicester High School and a long-
time member of Girl Scout Troop 

11077, earned a Gold Award with 
the completion of her project. After 
extensive planning, she established 
a musical instrument lending 
library for students in the Leicester 
Public Schools.

“My love for music inspired my 
project. When I was coming up with 
ideas for my Gold Award, I had no 
idea what to do until one of my class-

mates was unable to play an instru-
ment because of the cost. I knew 
right then that my project had to do 
something to help with that,” said 
Arsenault, a member of her school’s 
Tri-M Music Honor Society. “My 
project is now able to give kids the 
chance to play an instrument when 
they never thought they could.”

Arsenault held instrument drives 

and raised funds to help repair 
school-owned instruments. She also 
developed a plan for the lending 
library program to continue follow-
ing her graduation, with the help of 
the LHS chapter of the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society. 

For many students who don’t have 

Girl Scout helps 
Leicester youth 
discover music

Turn To ERIN, page     A4

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – During a time of unprec-
edented darkness, local organizations, 
first responders, essential workers, 
and businesses have served as lights 
of hope. At Richard Sugden Public 
Library, a recent luminary project cel-
ebrated the optimism of the commu-
nity. 

“The Friends of the Richard Sugden 
Library purchased a banner and stick-
ers designed by our staff to promote 
our library as a light during these 
dark times,” read a statement issued 
by Library Director Cheryl Donahue.

Patrons of all ages picked up votive 
kits during curbside services in recent 
months. After decorating their mate-
rials, patrons returned them to the 
library for display. 

Last month, the luminaries were 
arranged on the library’s front lawn as 
a display of hope and solidarity during 
the long, dark winter. In total, the com-
munity came together to decorate over 
60 bags.

Library officials are looking for-
ward to the eventual reopening of their 

building. They don’t know when condi-
tions will be safe enough for a return to 
programs and activities, but staff mem-
bers can’t wait to welcome patrons 
back through their doors.

Meanwhile, officials have found 
ways to continue assisting residents 
through limited services.

Spencer library embraces optimism 
with luminary project

Turn To LUMINARIES, page     A15

West Brookfield church  
welcomes new pastor

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

WEST BROOKFIELD – Faith leader-
ship has taken Rev. Dr. Ann Michele 
Rogers Brigham across the nation and 
the globe. After several decades in min-
istry – and countless miles between 
destinations – she found herself drawn 
to central Massachusetts. 

Rogers Brigham was recently 
selected as the new pastor at First 
Congregational Church of West 
Brookfield, UCC. She brings to town 
40 years of experience in profession-
al ministry, leading churches from 
California to Thailand – and plenty of 
stops in between.

But after inspiring churchgoers in 
communities large and small, urban 
and rural, Rogers Brigham was called 
back to New England by a desire to be 
near family. She felt immediately wel-

comed by the church community and 
town leaders.

“Even though we are in the midst of 
a pandemic, and are isolated in many 
ways, my first few weeks in West 
Brookfield have gone well,” Rogers 
Brigham said. “The congregation has 
warmly welcomed me and provided for 
me in generous, affirming ways – like 
finding me housing in West Brookfield 
and bringing me food and other pro-

Turn To BRIGHAM, page     A3
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Rev. Dr. Ann Michele Rogers Brigham was 
recently selected to lead First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield.
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I is for Insects
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1997

PEST CONTROL
508-864-0346

ACCURATE
JASON HIGHT

LICENSE#40308
DAVE HIGHT

LICENSE#1649

One time treatments starting at $125. 
Treat your yard before they take over!

Residential quarterly services starting at less 
than $1.50 a day. Stay pest free year long.

SPECIALIZING IN: 
•Ants •Bedbugs •Bees •Beetles • Fleas •Flies  

•Hornets •Mice •Rats •Roaches • Rodents 
•Spiders •Ticks •Wasps

CALL US FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE! 
508-864-0346 

11 Old Colony Rd. •Auburn, MA 01501
*Mention this Ad and recieve 10% OFF your first service* 

*some exclusions apply*
Licensed & 

Insured

For Email Inquries & Estimates: Jasonhight24@gmail.com

J is for Jewelry

& ART GALLERY
It’s Different in Here! 

A Family Business for Over 70 Years
136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562 

 www.cormierspencer.com
508-885-3385

 Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5 • Thurs 10-6 • Sat 10-3

There are Jewelers and there  
are people who sell jewelry

Our customers 
know the  
difference

M is for Moving

MOVING?

CALL US TODAY 
508-868-4291

www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com
MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326

G is for Gutters

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

commercial • residential

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 
508.353.2279   

gotogutterguy.com

Gutter Installations

I’ll beat any of my competitors’ prices by 
giving you back 10% of your hard earned 
money off their lowest price guaranteed!

FREE ESTIMATES

H is for Hardwick

444 Lower Road (Rt. 32), Gilbertville, MA 01031
 413-477-6913       hardwickfarmers.net

Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat. 8-5 • Sun 9-3

HARDWICK FARMERS  
Co-Operative Exchange, Inc. 

Your Place To Fight Winter

Wood Pellets, Coal & Propane
Ice Melters and Shovels

Winter Clothing To Cover You From 
Head To Foot.

E is for Experience

42 W. Main St. • Brookfield, MA 01506
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron, Broker/Owner
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, SRS, 

PSA, SRES, MRP
Notary Public

c: 508.341.8299

15 Years 
Real Estate 
Experience

nalspaintcenter.com

Service Like No Other

NAL’S offers a large selection of  
wall coverings and window treatments.

Worcester 
Auburn • Leominster

Shrewsbury 
Westborough

Find our BOGO Coupon on our website

P is for Paint
Warm up to a New Career at

  Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

N is for Nursing
  

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

Please contact Julie Stapleton at:  
(508) 867-7716 X3226 or email your resume to 

Jstapleton@qotcma.com

POSTIONS AVAILABLE 
Assistant Director of Nurses
Evening Nurse Supervisor
Overnight Nurse Supervisor
Charge nurses: 3p-11p and 7p-7a
C.N.A. 7a-3p and Dietary Aide

 We are a 
Deficiency-Free 

community  
facility 

in a beautiful 
small town with  

a family feel.

Health and Dental • Flexible schedules
SIGN-ON BONUS ($3000 SIGN-ON BONUS FOR FULL-TIME NURSES FOR A LIMITED TIME)
CNA scholarships available to the right applicants. Please inquire for more info.

R is for Ramco

We offer Same Day Service on most  
insulated glass repairs, with great prices!

GLASS & 
SCREEN 
REPAIR
Foggy, cracked, or broken glass 

in your windows or doors?

New Screens made to fit 
existing windows

We can save you 
time and money!

Ramco Window Services, Inc.
1152 Main St (Rt. 9) Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-4200  •  rwsi4108@verizon.net

Call Today  For A Free  Estimate!

K is for Kearns

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs • Diagnostics • A/C Repair  
Tune Ups & Engine Repair • Brakes • Alternators 
 Starters • ABS• Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

V is for VetClean

•  Veteran Owned and Operated
•  At your home or business to restore your   
 vehicles interior and exterior from everyday wear  
 and tear
• Cosmetic repairs including cracked windshield,  
 rock chip, scratch repair, scuffs & paintless  
 dent removals
• By appointment.

Call Nick at 774-633-7108 or email 
vetcleanllc@gmail.com for more info!
Beautifying America one vehicle at a time!

Y haven't you been to Sheena's?

A city style salon 
with small town 

charm

508-885-4477 • 322 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562 | Sheena Toscano ~ Owner/Stylist
hair | lashes | waxing | skincare | facials | massage

Tues 10-8 • Wed & Thurs 10-7 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 8-2
SheenasSalonandSpa.com

  

Give your sweetheart 
a gift certificate for 

Valentine’s Day!

S is for Stoves

C is for Crystals

Great gifts for 

Valentine’s 
Day

A Unique Destination

Experience

Health Food & Products

10¢ Off 
per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)

OIL PROPANE

With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 2/28/21. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

O is for Oil

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need oil & propane right away? Call American today!
& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Z is for Zoom
CAHILL'S TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1967

508.987.0603
33 SUTTON AVE., OXFORD, MA

EXT. 4B OFF I-395 • CAHILLSTIRE.COM

Winter Service
4 Coolant Flush 4 Check Fluids 4 Pressure Test For Leaks
4 Oil Change Up To 5 Qts. Conv.  (synthetic oil extra)
4 Inspect Belts, Hoses, Thermostat, Radiator Cap, 
      Fan Clutch & Water Pump
4 Inspect Battery, Brakes & Suspension

$125

Family owned & operated since 1977 
Community is our top priority!

F is for Ford

Hours: Sales Mon-Fri 8:30-6; Sat 8:30-2 • Service Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-12
 Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com 

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

Everybody Talks 
About Ford and Lamoureux Ford!

4 Best Vehicle Lineup!  
4 Best Sales Experience! 
4 26 -Time President’s Award Winner!

Bob’s pick for Winter!
2018 FORD ECOSPORT SES 
SUV 4x4, 2.0L I-4 cyl, auto, 19,839 miles

Leather, Pwr Group TU0929 $20,999

Q is for Quality Chimney

Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS

ONLY 
$99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &  

CONCRETE 

WORK

New & Repairs, 
Repointing, Rebuilding, 

Re-lining, Waterproofing, 
Foundation & Chimney 

Repair, 
New & Stair Repair, 
Concrete Walkways, 

Stonewalls,  
New Roofs, 

Construction & Carpentry. 

Need to get it 
done?  

Call me!

-FREE Estimates-

BC’sA OF THE WINTER SEASON 2021
Support these local businesses this Winter!

3ND ANNUAL Find the ABC’s Crossword inside this issue.

X is for eXtra eXtra

To place an ad in any of our newspapers please contact:
June Simakauskas for the Spencer New Leader, 

Charlton Villager, Auburn News, and Blackstone Valley Tribune 
at 508-909-4062 or jsima@stonebridgepress.news 

Mikaela Victor for the Southbridge News,  
Sturbridge Villager, and Webster Times  

at 508-909-4126 or mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

We will be happy to assist you anytime with your 
advertising needs.

Extra, Extra! 
Read All 
About It!

In Stonebridge Press' 
local community newspapers 
all mailed direct to the home! 
Our advertisers trust us and 
our readers trust our advertisers!

L is for Loan

CENTRALFCU.COM  800-527-1017

T is for Towing
WE’RE ALWAYS OPEN!

Towing & Recovery, Inc.
 324 Main Street

 Spencer, MA 01562

 •  24 hr. Roadside Assistance
 •  Tow Service: Cars/Trucks/  
  Construction Equipment
 •  Construction Supply Delivery
 •  Motorcycle/Boat/ATV
Fully insured to cover full value of anything we tow.

Call for a free quote! 774-745-8888
  USDOT 3206890                   MC 1053208-C

Audette’s

D is for Dentist

Crowns • Caps • Bridges  
Complete and Partial Dentures • Non Surgical 

Gum Treatment • Root Canal Therapy • Surgical Services
BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT CHRONIC BAD BREATH

Gentle Caring State of the Art 
Dentistry For The Whole Family

Cosmetic Dentistry • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry

We now offer In-house Dental Insurance. 
Call for more information!

 HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS 
All Instruments Fully Sterilized • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna 

 (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.)
284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

SPENCER 
FAMILY DENTAL

New Patients 
Welcome

New Patients Welcome! We Strive For Painless Dentistry!

W is for Woody's
  

EXPERT COLLISION REPAIR   
 FOREIGN/DOMESTIC/CLASSIC • SCRATCH & DENT REPAIRS  

FIBERGLASS REPAIR • MOTOR HOMES  
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS  

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE   
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED  

INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 
RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

In print and on 
www.508local.com

U is for Us
For all your  

advertising needs, 
Retail, Classifieds,  
Help Wanted, Real 

Estate, Legals call us!

June Simakauskas ~ 508.909.4062 
Spencer New Leader, Charlton Villager,

Blackstone Valley Tribune, Auburn News

Mikaela Victor ~ 508.909.4126 
Southbridge News,  

Sturbridge Villager, Webster Times,  
Connecticut Villagers, All Legals

B is for Bakery

WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St.
Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com
Lunch: Tues - Sat 10-3 |

Dinner: Fri & Sat Reservations OnlyBY
OB

3 Course Dinner 
for Valentine's Day $50 pp  

Make Sweet Memories at Five Loaves!
By Reservation Only  

Friday & Saturday: 5-8pm
Fresh Baked Bread  • Party Platters 

 Pastries, Cookies & Bars
Specialty Cupcakes & Cake Orders

Reserve now for 
Valentine’s Day 

Weekend 
Feb. 12, 13 & 14

Servicing Household Appliances 
Since 1978. ALL Makes & Models.

A is for Appliance

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major 
Brands

6 & 12 Months 
Financing Available

Instant Credit  • In-shop repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal available. 

Service Calls Starting  
@ $75 (pending location)
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visions to help me get settled in. 
Living right here in the community 
has given me the opportunity to meet 
my neighbors and become acquainted 
with the town, even if it is a walk to 
the Post Office.”

Reflecting on her long, rewarding 
journey, Rogers Brigham has made 
unforgettable memories at all of her 
stops along the way. She started on 
her road to ministry in the 1970s, 
as a freshman at Mississippi College. 
To reach her goal, she had to push 
through several obstacles and refuse 
to allow others to dictate her dreams.

“It was not easy in the early days for 
a woman to be ordained and be in pro-
fessional ministry, so I feel gratitude 
for those congregations and academic 
institutions who have supported me 
and affirmed my call to ministry,” 
Rogers Brigham said.

After completing her Doctor of 
Ministry program at Andover Newton 
Theological School, Rogers Brigham 
served as the Protestant Chaplain at 
Bentley College. She then answered 
calls to serve Massachusetts UCC 
churches in Woburn, East Walpole, 
and Orleans.  

Years later, as an ordained minis-
ter of the United Church of Christ, 
Rogers Brigham served as a pastor in 
Plymouth, Wisc., Hinesburg, Vt., San 
Jose, Calif., and Clinton, Miss. She 
headed overseas to Thailand in 2016 
to teach at Christian University, then 
returned to Clinton, Miss., for her 
next chapter in faith leadership. 

As she continues to settle into West 
Brookfield, Rogers Brigham feels that 
her experience and background are 
perfect fits for her new church com-

munity.
“Through the years, my experi-

ence and training have been to help 
churches become healthier and more 
focused on their mission to be agents 
of compassion, justice, and inclusion,” 
Rogers Brigham added. “I was eager 
to return to the northeast to be closer 
to family, and First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield had spe-
cific needs to address, so we became 
a match.”

The introductory period for Rogers 
Brigham in her new community was 
made even more challenging by the 
pandemic. Whenever COVID-19 condi-
tions improve and residents feel more 
comfortable returning to public set-
tings, Rogers Brigham and her team 
are eager to welcome them.

Meanwhile, the church is continuing 
its worship services online through 
Zoom (Sundays at 10 a.m.). For those 
seeking additional guidance or infor-
mation, Rogers Brigham is available 
by phone or in-person appointment. 
She understands that many residents 
– especially seniors – are feeling iso-
lated and discouraged this winter. But 
even though the church is holding 
services remotely, its doors are never 
closed.

“I want to be here for the local and 
wider community who have expressed 
need for help, especially at a time 
when the pandemic leaves us in lone-
ly, vulnerable places – physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually,” Rogers 
Brigham said.

Church members have been work-
ing hard for the past several months 
to provide relief throughout the com-
munity. This includes the work of 
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry, which 
is operated out of the church. The food 
pantry continues to take donations 

that can be distributed with the help 
of volunteers. For more information 
about the program, call 508-867-7078.

The church also runs several other 
outreach ministries. New members 
are always welcome to get involved.

In the months and years ahead, 
Rogers Brigham looks forward to 
meeting community leaders in all 
sectors. She is hoping to not only 
strengthen current community bonds, 
but also branch out and build new 
ones.

“As I continue to become acquaint-
ed with the town of West Brookfield 
and surrounding towns where many 
of our members live, I hope to learn 
more about ways we are connected 
and ways we may work together in 
our schools, government, businesses, 
and other faith communities to sup-
port one another,” Rogers Brigham 
said.  

ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Hi! My name is Bailey and I enjoy 
spending time with animals!

Bailey is a kind and creative girl 
of Caucasian descent. Bailey has 
many interests and hobbies such as 
playing outside, swimming, cooking 
and baking. She also enjoys playing 
imaginative games with her stuffed 
animals and dolls. She will often 
ask others to compete in a game of 
Uno, Candyland, or Connect Four 
with her. She is a competitive, play-
ful child who is always willing to try 
new games and activities. Animals 
are also very important to Bailey 
and she enjoys going to farms to 
visit and interact with different types 
of animals.

Bailey is very eager to have good 
relationships with adults and peers 
in her life. She puts in a lot of effort 

and energy into forming positive relationships. In the school setting, Bailey 
has been able to create and maintain friendships with several peers in her 
classroom.
Bailey has identified that she wants to be an only child in a family that will 
love her and keep her safe. She would also like to be in a family that has pets 
and shares her love for ravioli! Bailey’s team would love to see her placed 
in an active two-parent family that has a strong support system and is very 
involved in their community. Bailey’s future family should be willing to engage 
in services and maintain contact and visits with her birth parents and siblings.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help con-
nect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

Bailey 
Age 13

•  Is now accepting applications for both in district and out of district  
 students for the school year 2021-2022.
•  Take the virtual tour of our programs in our state of the art labs   
 (www.tantasqua.org/technical)
•  View the Parent Information Video (www.tantasqua.org/technical)
•  We serve students from our district; Brim�eld, Brook�eld,   
 Holland, Sturbridge and Wales as well as out of district students for  
 East Brook�eld, West Brook�eld and Leicester.

Deadline for filing is Wednesday, February 10, 2021

Learn about our Career Technical Programs: CAD/Mechanical Design, 
CAD/Architectural Design, Culinary Arts, Hotel/Restaurant  

Management, Carpentry, Health Careers, Business Technology,  
Information Technology, Advanced Manufacturing Technology.

If you have any questions please call the Technical Division at  
508-347-3045 ext. 0915 or email Mark Wood  woodm@tantasqua.org 

TANTASQUA  
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 Vocational/Technical Division

BROOKFIELD 
$465,000, 7 Rice Corner Cross Rd, 

Perrin, Rebecca K, to Martin, Sean F, 
and Martin, Kortney.

$368,000, 23 Quaboag St, Braconnier, 
Christine R, and Braconnier, Craig 
G, to Rosario, Irving, and Rosario, 
Elisabeth S.

LEICESTER
$630,000, 2 Marshall St, Sansoucy, 

John E, and Sansoucy, Donna R, to 
Sacco, David J.

$543,000, 59 Parker St, Coll, Dennis 
M, and Coll, Deborah M, to Giffen, 
Brian M, and Giffen, Lisa M.

$375,000, 3 Cricklewood Dr, 
Cunningham, Thoms, and 
Cunningham, Nancy S, to Cunningham, 
Andrew T, and Cunningham, Lindsey 
M.

$339,000, 290 Pine St, Perry, Thomas 
E, and Perry, Marguerite H, to Rivas, 
Jose.

$335,000, 30 Warren Ave, Hart, Joel 
G, and Hart, Michelle A, to Achia-
Larbi, Mary R.

$320,000, 31 Ingram Rd, Mead, 
Anthony, and Belaska, Marissa, to 
Lamothe, Andrew C, and Lamothe, 
Tiffany A.

$265,000, 1001 Stafford St, Leonard, 
Lynda L, to Gauthier, Daniel P.

$171,000, 6 Woodland Rd, Antanavica, 
Kenneth M, to Rock, Laura.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$225,000, 11 Batchelor Dr, Lamothe, 

Andrew, and Lamothe, Tiffany A, to 
Thebeau, Nicole Y.

$220,000, 6 Stoddard Ct, Lopato, 
Francis J, and Lopato, Erin, to Majeed, 
Mona.

$59,000, New Braintree Rd, Tillotson, 
Howard E, and Tillotson, Marcia E, 
to Hathaway, James R.

$59,000, Rufus Putnam Rd, Tillotson, 
Howard E, and Tillotson, Marcia E, to 
Hathaway, James R.

SPENCER

$3,650,000, 12 Crestview Dr #21, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 12 Crestview Dr #22, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 12 Crestview Dr #24, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 12 Crestview Dr #25, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 12 Crestview Dr #26, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 12 Crestview Dr #27, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #11, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #12, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #13, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #14, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #15, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #16, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #17, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #18, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #19, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 4 Main St #20, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #1, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #10, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #2, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #3, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #4, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #5, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #6, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #7, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #8, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 6 Main St #9, S& N Rivs 
Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv Fund 
LLC.

$3,650,000, 8 Crestview Dr #32, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 8 Crestview Dr #34, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 8 Crestview Dr #35, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$3,650,000, 8 Crestview Dr #37, S& N 
Rivs Properties LLC, to Baystate Inv 
Fund LLC.

$381,000, 20 Wire Village Rd, Maclean, 
Scott D, to Bartkus, Michael J.

WARREN
$185,000, 1212 Southbridge Rd, Cuifo 

Richard S Est, and Aranzullo, Linda, 
to Suntrex LLC.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$194,000, 73 W Main St, Dewar, 

Aaron, and Dewar, Katherine E, to 
Schnitzer, Zachary.

REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

BRIGHAM
continued from page    A1

Justin Howard named to 
American International 
College Dean’s List 

SPRINGFIELD — Justin Howard, of 
W Brookfield, has been named to the 
American International College (AIC) 
Dean’s List for the fall 2020 semester. 
Dean’s List students are full time stu-
dents who have achieved a 3.3 to 4.0 
GPA. AIC commends the efforts and 
accomplishments of these scholars 
during this unprecedented time.

Founded in 1885, American 
International College (AIC) is a pri-
vate, co-educational, doctoral grant-
ing institution located in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, comprising the School of 
Business, Arts and Sciences, the School 
of Education, and the School of Health 
Sciences. AIC supports and advances 
education, diversity, and opportunity 
for its students and the community.

READING 
NEWSPAPERS 
IS A QUEST 
LIKE NO OTHER
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CONWAY, S.C. — More than 
2,300 undergraduate students 

at Coastal Carolina University 
were named to the Dean’s List 

for the Fall 2020 semes-
ter, including Alexander 
Demarski a Recreation 
and Sport Management 
major from East 
Brookfield.

Coastal Carolina 
University is a dynam-
ic, public comprehensive 
liberal arts institution 
located in Conway, just 
minutes from the resort 
area of Myrtle Beach, 
S.C.

Coastal Carolina 
University offers bac-
calaureate degrees in 
94 major fields of study. 
Among CCU’s gradu-
ate-level programs are 
27 master’s degrees, two 
educational specialist 
degrees, and the doctor-

ates in education and in marine 
science: coastal and marine sys-
tems science. The most popu-
lar undergraduate majors are 
marine science, management, 
exercise and sport science, com-
munication and psychology. 
CCU boasts a growing array 
of internship, research and 
international opportunities for 
students, as well as numerous 
online programs.

More than 10,000 students 
from across the country and 
around the world interact with 
a world-class faculty, and enjoy 
a nationally competitive NCAA 
I athletic program, an inspiring 
cultural calendar, and a tradi-
tion of community interaction 
that is fueled by more than 120 
student clubs and organizations.

Visit coastal.edu for more 
information.

WORCESTER — Open Sky 
Community Services,Inc. is 
opening the Blackstone Valley 
Family Support Center in 
Whitinsville in February 2021, 
according to agency President 
and CEO, Ken Bates. The 
Center will serve children 
and adults with Intellectual 
Disabilities and/or Autism 
and their families. 

“We are very pleased to 

have been selected by the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Developmental Services 
(DDS) to operate this program 
in the Blackstone Valley,” 
said Bates.  

The Center will operate at 70 
Douglas Rd. in Whitinsville, 
the site of the historic 
Alternatives Whitin Mill.

The Center will offer a wide 
range of services designed “to 

help individuals live, learn, 
work, play, have relationships 
and pursue their life’s aspi-
rations in the community,” 
according to DDS. 

Among others, services will 
include help in applying for 
DDS services and other ben-
efits, trainings, information 
and referral, navigation of sys-
tems and community resourc-
es, social and recreational 
opportunities and connecting 
individuals and families with 
each other.  

The Alternatives Whitin 
Mill is the perfect location 
for this service, according to 
Donna MacLeod -Prior, Vice 
President of Developmental 
Services at Open Sky. “This 
site has long been a place 
where the community gath-
ers for plays, concerts, gallery 
exhibits, and so much more. 
While these events are cur-
rently virtual, we look for-
ward to welcoming our new 
DDS families and individuals 
to in-person events in the near 

future.” 
The Family Support Center 

will be staffed by a manager 
and service navigators and 
is expected to serve between 
300 and 450 families once fully 
operational.

For more information, 
email familysupportcenter@
openskycs.org .  

For more information 
about Open Sky Community 
Services, please contact Lorie 
Martiska, lorie.martiska@
openskycs.org 

About Open Sky Community 
Services

Open Sky Community 
Services is dba for Alternatives 
Unlimited, Inc. and The Bridge 
of Central MA.  Open Sky 
offers a wide range of services 
for adults, adolescents, and 
children with mental health 
challenges, developmental 
and intellectual disabilities, 
substance use disorders, brain 
injury, homelessness and 
other challenges throughout 
Central Massachusetts. Open 

Sky Community Services has 
more than 1,300 dedicated 
employees and an annual bud-
get of $83M with more than 
100 programs throughout the 
region. For more information, 
please visit www.openskycs.
org.

About The Bridge Training 
Institute

The Bridge Training 
Institute is an industry lead-
er in providing both theoret-
ical and real-world training 
on evidence-based and best 
practices for clinicians and 
school personnel.  Offering 
over 20 trainings per year, 
the Institute features expert 
trainers from human services, 
education. professional prac-
tices and academia.  Institute 
trainers have worked direct-
ly with leaders in the field 
such as Marcia Linehan, 
Aaron Beck, the BU Center for 
Psychological Rehabilitation 
and others. 

access to instruments or 
can’t afford one, the lending 
library will help break down 
a barrier to entry.

“The most rewarding part 
of my project is the fact that 
I get to see other kids find 
their love for music the same 
way I did when I first start-
ed playing,” said Arsenault, 
who has been involved in 
Scouting for 12 years, begin-
ning when she was in kin-
dergarten.

Similar to the Eagle Scout 
Award for Boy Scouts, the 
Gold Award in Girl Scouts is 
the highest rank attainable 
in Scouting. A major differ-
ence is that all Gold Award 
projects must be sustainable 
and maintained after an 
individual’s participation in 
Scouting. 

Thanks to 
the support 
of Leicester 
High School’s 
Tri-M Music 
Honor Society, 
Arsenault’s proj-
ect will be contin-
ued every year to 
assist aspiring stu-
dent-musicians.

LHS teachers commend 
Arsenault for her hard work 
and commitment to promot-
ing enjoyment of music.

“Erin is an all-around 
dedicated student. She has 
always been dedicated to the 
Leicester music program and 
her other activities,” said 
LHS music teacher Kristina 
Looney. “Her humility, work 
ethic, and dedication to her 
school and community will 
take her far. Erin tends to 
leave everything a little bet-
ter than it was before. I am 
especially thankful for all 
she has done to make the 
Leicester music program 
more accessible to all future 
students.” 

Looking ahead, Arsenault 
hopes to study law enforce-
ment at the United States 
Coast Guard Academy. She 
has aspirations of joining the 
Coast Guard Band. 

ERIN
continued from page    A1

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

SUE ANGELA HEALY

North Brookfield, MA

I would like to recognize Sue Angela Healy who passed away 

unexpectedly on December 17. She was an amazing woman who 

loved to write poems about people she knew and others she 

never met, often memorializing people who had passed. Her 

thoughtful poems had been featured month after month in The 

Write Stuff, a Spencer New Leader feature, for many years. My 

sincere condolences to her family and friends. Even though I 

never met Sue, I feel as if I’ve known her for years. Her beautiful 

poems will be forever missed. May God bless you Sue and may 

you write with the angels. 

 – June Simakauskas

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

 1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 

P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

Name: Pokus
Breed: DSH 
Sex: Female
Age: Young Adult
Pokus has quite a story to tell but we will only be able to tell part of the 
story. She showed up outside the shelter several months ago. She was 
extremely skittish and shy. We started to feed her but could not get within 
feet of her. Slowly she started to trust me as I was the person who fed her 
(the way to a cat’s heart is through their tummy). Pokus is a beautiful cat 
who has mellowed considerably. I pet her and she actually enjoys it. She 
really is a lovely girl who will need a quiet home where someone can be pa-
tient and kind to her. She is not aggressive but still skittish. I know she will 
bond with the right person as she has to me. We will never know the begin-
ning of her story but we are hoping someone will give her a happy ending.

HOW TO USE  A STONEBRIDGE PRESS 
PUBLICATION PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

FRANK G. CHILINSKI 
(508) 909-4101

frank@stonebridgepress.news
BUSINESS MANAGER

RYAN CORNEAU 
(603) 677-9082

ryan@salmonpress.news
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

JIM DINICOLA 
(508) 764-4325

EDITOR

BRENDAN BERUBE 
(508) 909-4106

news@stonebridgepress.news
PRODUCTION MANAGER

JULIE CLARKE 
 (508) 909-4105

production@stonebridgepress.news

STAFF DIRECTORY

STAFF DIRECTORY

TO PLACE A RETAIL AD:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS

(508) 909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL: 
obits@stonebridgepress.news
CALL: 508-909-4149

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kerri@stonebridgepress.news

TO SUBMIT CALENDAR
E-MAIL: 
news@stonebridgepress.news

TO SUBMIT A  LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR OR SOUND OFF:
E-MAIL: 
news@stonebridgepress.news

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:
(800) 536-5836
Classifieds@stonebridgepress.news

TO FAX  US: 
(508) 764-8015 The Spencer New Leader (USPS#024-

927) is published weekly by Stonebridge 
Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Periodical Postage paid at 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 

POSTMASTER: Send address chang-
es to Spencer New Leader, P.O. Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550

MANAGING EDITOR
BRENDAN BERUBE
(508) 909-4106

news@stonebridgepress.news
STAFF WRITER
KEVIN FLANDERS
(508) 909-4140

kflanders@stonebridgepress.com
SPORTS EDITOR

NICK ETHIER
(508) 909-4133

nick@stonebridgepress.news
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS
(508) 909-4062

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

STONEBRIDGE PRESS PHOTO POLICY
As a community oriented family of newspapers, Stonebridge Press welcomes 
photos from readers, business owners, and other outside sources for publi-
cation in any of its titles. Any photos submitted for publication become the 
property of Stonebridge Press, and may be displayed in our newspapers, as 
well as on our Web site. They may also be made available for resale, with 
any proceeds going to Stonebridge Press and/or the photo re-print vendor.  

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8:30AM-4:30PM

Open Sky Community Services  
opens new Family Support Center

Alexander Demarski earns spot on Dean’s 
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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com 
Hours: Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8 • Thurs, Fri, Sat 8-9

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

WE ARE OPEN  
FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

Friday & Saturday Night  
A�er 5:00

Lamb Shank over Risotto
Full Menu - Take out still available 

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 1/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 1/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

Join us for some Sweet Specials Valentine’s Day Weekend  
Fri, Sat, & Sun, Feb. 12, 13 & 14. Reservations recommended.

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
We will be serving Valentine’s Day Dinner, 

Sunday, February 14 from 5-8pm. 
Reservations recommended. 

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $11.95

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 2/28/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

FAMILY DINING & GIFT GUIDE

 To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

Visit these fine local establishments for 
great gifts, food, beverages & take-out too!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345

Experience  
Salem Cross Inn…  
history, charm, elegance, 

and culinary delights 
Dine with us 
or Take Out  

Reservations required  
if dining in 

Open  
Fri and Sat • 4-8  
and Sunday 12-5 
Take out is also avail-
able on these days

Join us for  
some delicious food  

in 2021!

Now taking reservations 
for Valentine’s Day 

Weekend
February 

12, 13, 14

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6am-2:30pm
Closed Thanksgiving Day

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips 
 New Special Every Saturday

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!
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NOW OPEN
(next to Leicester Drive-In)

Burritos  .........$9.00
Tacos  ..............$2.75
Quesadilla ...$11.00
Special plates with  
rice, beans and salad

Hope to see you soon!
1673 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524

508-494-2146
s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

YOUR 
AD HERE
To advertise on this 

page call June at 
508-909-4062

Anglers take to the ice
The old saying: if you 

do not like the weath-
er in New England, 
just wait a day or two. 
Fishermen have been 
waiting or some safe ice, 
and it has finally hap-
pened. Numerous small 
ponds were safe this past 
weekend, but it was safe 
in some areas and not 
so safe in others. Caution still needs 
to be practiced as not all areas of the 
lakes and ponds are frozen equally. 
The Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club had 
a few anglers catching some recently 
stocked trout this past Saturday, with 
Steve Bedard of Uxbridge landing a 
real impressive rainbow trout, as this 
week’s picture shows. 

Not all sections of the pond were safe, 
but anglers concentrated on the safe 
areas to fish. While some anglers were 
fishing Steve Bedard was busy cooking 
breakfast prior to his big catch. Waffles 
and eggs were great, according to all in 
attendance.  Steve loves to cook ,and 
does a pig roast for the club every year!       

This past week, I visited Jerrys’ Bait 
& Tackle shop in Milford to get the lat-
est information on fishing conditions 
in other parts of the state. One angler 
that I spoke with did not want to be 
identified, but he did reveal some great 
information on his success fishing for 
Northern Pike in the Western part of 
the state the week before. Trophy fish-
ing for pike can be a bit on the pricey 
side when it comes to purchasing live 
bait, as I quickly found out. You want 
to catch big fish, you need to use large 
bait!  Six- and seven-inch bait fish cost 
the angler $5 each, while the four-inch 
bait cost $3 each! He was just glad to get 
them, as bait fish that size are not easy 
to find. 

I asked the angler if he had any pic-
tures of his fish from the prior week of 
fishing, and he was quick to show me 
one fish that was a monster Northern 
Pike. I asked him if he would allow 

me to use it for my next 
column? Sorry, I do not 
want people following 
me to my favorite fishing 
hole! I can understand, 
as one local angler that 
has some great fishing 
spots for Northern Pike 
had that happen to him. 
He found anglers parked 
down the road from his 

house, waiting for him to leave, and 
they would attempt to follow him to his 
fishing spot that morning. 

He was smart enough to notice he was 
being followed, and managed to lose 
them on some of the back roads, prior to 
arriving at his destination. Deer hunt-
ers are also reluctant to disclose their 
trophy deer hunting spots for the same 
reason, and have gone through similar 
experiences. Is this what fishing and 
hunting is coming to?  It also happens 
on the ocean.  It makes reporting on tro-
phy fish and deer success a lot harder.  
Oh, well! It is the world we live in today! 
I do not need to worry about anyone 
trying to follow me my hot spots, as they 
have been fished out by commercial 
draggers.

Dog owners need to keep their pets 
close to home and under their control 
at all times. The threat of losing them 
to predators is extremely high this time 
of year, and the other threat is to have 
them fall through thin ice. In the last 
few weeks, dog owners have had their 
pets fall through thin ice, but were 
lucky that they were rescued in time. 
Numerous deer are also falling through 
thin ice as they attempt to cross local 
ponds and lakes.     

Even when you are taking walks with 
your dog at this time of year, they 
should be kept on a leash when walk-
ing near ponds and lakes. A few years 
back, I was taking my dogs Molly and 
Twig for a walk along the banks of the 
Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club, when my 
wife’s beagle Molly spotted a couple of 
mallard ducks flying by. As soon as she 

spotted them, she started to chase them 
by sight. 

Not watching where she was going, 
the ducks banked to the right over the 
pond. She followed them and found her-
self under a thin layer of ice. I quickly 
jumped into the water that, thankfully, 
was not too deep. I could see her swim-
ming under the coating of ice (about 
an inch), and I managed to break the 
ice and grab her collar.  I threw her 
towards the shore as my walking buddy 
looked on. This happened prior to my 
wife’s passing, and I knew that if I had 
gone home without her, my life would 
be hell! She suffered no ill effects from 
the ordeal, and I was lucky the water 
was not too deep.

Talking to young family members 
about the dangers of thin ice cannot be 
stressed enough at this time of year. 
They need adult supervision at all 
times, and some adults need to be super-
vised by their children!

Bringing in your dogs to a warm 
place during extremely cold weather 
should be practiced, and there outdoor 
living quarters need to be clean, dry, 

with plenty of straw! They also need 
plenty of water at this time of year with 
plenty of high protein food. 

The Massachusetts late Canada 
Goose hunting reopened on Jan. 15 in 
the Central District, and will remain 
open until Feb. 15, with a five-bird 
daily limit. Fortunately, the fields are 
absent of snow having numerous geese 
frequenting them on a daily basis. 
Unfortunately, most fields are now fro-
zen making food for the geese hard to 
get, and some fields that do have food 
and numerous geese in them, are off 
limits to hunting. Rivers should pro-
vide some great hunting opportunities 
to harvest a few geese before the season 
ends on Feb. 15.  

The 2020 black bear season in 
Massachusetts was a record year, with 
325 bears harvested! The September 
season had 236 bear harvested, and the 
November season had five. 

Take A Kid fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photos Courtesy

Jim Lavallee & Steve Bedard ice fishing at the 
Uxbridge Club Pond this past Saturday.

Steve Bedard with a monster rainbow trout 
caught this past Saturday!

“The sky is falling! The end 
is near!” In a variety of words, 
we are hearing these dire 
warnings issued by the talking 
heads on television and on 
talk radio, daily. The fear then 
permeates into the minds and 
hearts of listeners who then 
spread to their friends, family, 
and coworkers. Yes, fear and 
pessimism can travel just like 
a virus. Washing your hands 
and wearing masks won’t help. 
Social distancing will, but it 
requires far more than stay-
ing six feet away. Avoid the 
carriers of pessimism like the 
plague.

Pessimism is a tendency to 
see the worst aspect of things 

or believe that the worst will 
happen. Sound familiar?  How 
many people do you know 
live this way? A pessimistic 
outlook causes lack of hope or 
confidence in the future. It’s a 
terrible feeling to live without 
hope. Even worse, pessimism 
is a self-fulfilling prophesy. If 
you live your life believing the 
worst is coming, your mind 
and body conspire together to 
make it so. What you look for, 
you usually find.

We speak often about opti-
mism and the opportunities 
for a successful and happy life. 
But like the typical optimist, I 
usually avoid pessimism like a 
nasty virus. 

The typical pessimist doesn’t 
realize he or she is a pessi-
mist. They say things like, “I 
call them the way I see them,” 
or, “I’m a realist.” When you 
believe the worst is coming, 
what do you think you look 
for? And when you look at 
life through pessimistic eyes, 
everything looks negative. 
When you see the worst in situ-
ations and people, you respond 
in kind, while creating a nega-
tive and unhappy life.

I spent a lot of years in lead-
ership positions and as a CEO. 
In searching for future leaders, 
experience and education was 
always important but took a 
back seat to attitude and out-

look. I always sought out the 
optimists. I wanted people who 
saw a successful and bright 
future at the helm. If they were 
optimistic about success, they 
were far more likely to suc-
ceed. No, optimism alone will 
not always win, but an opti-
mistic person with the right 
experience and training will.

I’ve mentioned this before, 
but it’s appropriate to mention 
again. On February 15, 2020, an 
oncologist told me that I had 
nine months to a year at the 
most to live. I was stunned, and 
asked, “so what’s the plan?”

He shrugged and said, “We’ll 
make you as comfortable as we 
can until the end.”

“What are my other options?” 
I asked.

He looked confused, so I 
rephrased the question. “What 
is our plan to beat this cancer?”

He said firmly, “You have 
stage four gastric cancer. It’s 
inoperable and unbeatable. 
You need to get your life in 
order and enjoy what time you 
have left.”

That type of pessimistic out-
look just doesn’t compute in 
my optimistic brain, so I decid-
ed to find a doctor more in line 
with my philosophy. I began 
my search for an optimistic 
physician who would fight with 

The pandemic of pessimism vs. 
the opportunities of optimismGARY W. 

MOORE

POSITIVELY 
SPEAKING

Turn To MOORE page     A11
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PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 1/25/21 was $2.07 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver 
Discretion

Chicken Cutlet  
Chicken Parm Sub

Sm. 8” $4.49 
Lg. 12” $5.49

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

JANUARY SPECIALS
Hamburg 

Pizza
Sm. $4.99  
Lg. $7.99

NEW 
full rack of ribs, 
FF & coleslaw 

$15.95
1/2 Rack $9.95

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~ 
www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses!

vyubnimo

C h o o s e  F r o m  O n e  O f  O u r  F o u r  L o c a t i o n s !

V I S I T  U S  A T :  w w w . l a m o t h e a s s o c . c o m

A l l  Y o u r  A c c o u n t i n g  a n d  T a x  P r e p a r a t i o n  N e e d s

I N D I V I D U A L S
v Tax Returns
v Estate Planning
v Trusts
v Retirement Strategies

S M A L L  B U S I N E S S E S
v Start-Up Specialists
v Bookkeeping & Payroll
v Financial Statements
v Tax Returns & Analysis

P A Y R O L L
v Accurate Paydays
v Federal & State Tax Filings
v Software Integration
v Payroll Reports

EAST BROOKFIELD OFFICE
301 East Main Street

East Brookfield, MA 01515
508-867-5117

LEICESTER OFFICE
1286 Main Street

Leicester, MA 01524
508-867-5117

BELCHERTOWN OFFICE
175 State Street

Belchertown, MA 01007
508-867-5117

PEMBROKE OFFICE
50 Mattakeesett Street
Pembroke, MA 02359

781-293-6645

For payroll, contact Rachel McNaughton ext. 105
C h o o s e  F r o m  O n e  O f  O u r  F o u r  P r e p a r e r s

 Jennifer Desimone, EA, MST    Francis LaMothe, EA
 Patricia Boutilette, EA    Brianna Prouty, EA,

GRAND OPENING!

Milk • Bread • Beverages 
 $1 Hot Coffee

Toys • $1 Greeting Cards 
 Food & More!

160 Main Street (corner of Main & Maple) 
Spencer, MA 01562

FEBRUARY 
6TH 

NOON-6
Come celebrate the Grand Opening of 
the newest dollar store in Spencer!

~ Raffles ~
~ Music by DJ all afternoon ~ 

~ Discounts Throughout the Store ~ 

Crash leads 
to recovery 

of stolen 
vehicle

SPENCER – A stolen car was recov-
ered by police last week after a wreck on 
South Spencer Road.

The Jan. 19 incident occurred shortly 
before 8 a.m. Upon arrival at the one-ve-
hicle crash site, officers discovered the 
driver trapped inside his overturned 
vehicle.

The driver, a 17-year-old from 
Worcester, was freed from the car by 
Spencer firefighters. He was not injured 
in the wreck, police said. 

An investigation revealed that the 
2014 Subaru sedan had been stolen from 
Worcester. The driver was later arrested 
and charged with receiving stolen prop-
erty, unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle, and negligent operation. 

The suspect was transported to juve-
nile court in Worcester. He was not iden-
tified by police due to his age.

Photo Courtesy

Spencer Police identified this vehicle as sto-
len after it was involved in a wreck last week.

School District accepting  
Kindergarten registrations

SPENCER – The Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District is 
now accepting Kindergarten applica-
tions for the 2021-22 school year.

Applications are being accepted for 
children who have reached the age of 
five years old by Aug. 31. Kindergarten 
is offered at both Wire Village School 
in Spencer and East Brookfield 
Elementary School, depending on res-
idency. 

School hours are 8:25 a.m. to 2:45 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Due to 
the ongoing pandemic, there is no open 
house scheduled at this time. There is 
no registration deadline.

Parents or guardians must submit 
the following completed documentation 
to register your child for kindergarten:

Registration form
Nurse’s form
Medical forms (physical and immu-

nizations)
Original birth certificate for your 

child
Two proofs of residency

Transportation form
Home language survey
Kindergarten survey 
Medical documentation of a child’s 

current physical is required (within 
one year of the start date). In addition, 
up-to-date immunizations must be com-
pleted by your physician and returned 
to Student Services two days prior to 
the opening of school.

Children will not be able to attend 
school unless all completed medical 
forms are provided.

Additionally, your family physician 
must indicate that your child has been 
given the following immunizations and 
also provide the dates of immunization:

5 doses Diphtheria, Pertussis, and 
Tetanus (DTaP)

4 doses Polio
3 doses Hepatitis B
2 doses Measles, Mumps, Rubella 

(MMR)
2 doses of Varicella vaccine or chick-

en pox disease 
Proof of lead screening 

Vision and hearing screenings
All required forms, letters, and notic-

es can be obtained directly from the 
Student Services department and are 
also conveniently located on the dis-
trict’s website: www.sebrsd.org.  

In-person registration can be done at 
the Office of Student Services, located 
inside David Prouty High School at 302 
Main Street, Spencer, MA, 01562.  

Registration hours are Monday 
through Thursday (8-3). Appointments 
are recommended but not required; 
they can be made throughout the year. 

Completed packets can also be mailed 
to:

Student Services
Attention: District Registrar
302 Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562
For more information about the pro-

cess, contact District Registrar Susanna 
Sadusky at 508-885-8515 (ext. 1). You can 
also send an email to saduskys@sebrsd.
org.

Springfield College recognizes Dean’s List 
students for the 2020 Fall Semester

SPRINGFIELD — Springfield College 
Recognizes Dean’s List Students for the 
2020 Fall Semester.

Springfield College has named 
Morgyn Astrella from West Brookfield 
to the dean’s list for academic excel-
lence for the 2020 fall semester. Astrella 
has a primary major of Business 
Management.

Springfield College has named Caitlin 
Kemp from Leicester to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Kemp has a primary major of 
Communication/Sport Journalism.

Springfield College has named 
Katelyn McKay from Rochdale to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. McKay has 

a primary major of Health Science/
Occupational Therapy.

Springfield College has named 
Hannah Schultz from North Brookfield 
to the dean’s list for academic excel-
lence for the 2020 fall semester. Schultz 
has a primary major of Health Science/
Occupational Therapy.

Springfield College has named 
Kaitlyn Bonneau from W Brookfield to 
the dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the 2020 fall semester. Bonneau has 
a primary major of Human Services.

The criteria for selection to the 
Dean’s List are as follows: The student 
must have completed a minimum of 12 
credit hours of graded coursework for 
the term, exclusive of “P” grades. The 

student must not have any incompletes 
or missing grades in the designated 
term. The student must have a mini-
mum semester grade average of 3.500 
for the term.

Springfield College is an indepen-
dent, nonprofit, coeducational institu-
tion founded in 1885. Approximately 
4,100 students, including 2,500 full-time 
undergraduate students, study at its 
main campus in Springfield, Mass., 
and at its regional campuses across the 
country. Springfield College inspires 
students through the guiding principles 
of its Humanics philosophy - educating 
in spirit, mind, and body for leadership 
in service to others.
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Visit us on-line lamoureuxford.com or call 508-885-1000

A safe, healthy and happy winter to all!
Community is our top priority!

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield 
Please wear a face mask or covering inside the Dealership in Sales or in Service. Thank you.

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 8:30-6; Sat-2 | SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-noon.

Bob’s Write Stuff pick !  

Find this and more great new and used  
cars & trucks on our website, or just stop by!

NEW 2020 Ford Escape S 
SUV I-3 cyl, auto, 27/33 EPA est MPG, blue  

Stk 20ESC74… $23,130
Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

ICICLES
BY RICHARD TRAUSCHKE, WEST BROOKFIELD, 

MA

I picked icicles as a kid;
in Winter it was the thing to do.
I believed everybody did,
and I’ll bet you did too.

There’s something about them;
that just catches your eye,
the way it glistens like a gem,
in the frosty morning light.

February is when icicles are sweet
from the twigs of the Maple tree.
Sap rises to branches, drips and 

freezes;
two percent sugar, and it’s all free.

Whatever you choose, plain or 
sweet,

far be it for me to say;
God put both here for you and me;
be my guest, pick an icicle today.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Icicles In The Blue
By Richard Trauschke, West 

Brookfield, MA

Just this morning I looked around
up and out, into the azure sky;
I beheld a spectacle quite profound
upside-down icicles way up high.

I knew it was the freezing rain;
that coated the treetop spires;
even so, when sunlight came
with a breeze that began a choir.

The gentle tinkling of ice on ice;
sparkling with the sun’s reflec-

tions;
came a heavenly sound, soft and 

nice
an angel’s lyre and God’s selection.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Cardboard

BY RICHARD TRAUSCHKE, WEST BROOKFIELD, 

MA

I never owned a flexible Flyer;
but borrowed one now and then;
I was only an occasional rider;
on the sled owned by my friend.

I used a rickety old sled one time;
with rusty runners, it wouldn’t go
I tried to sand them up to shine
but still there were rust tracks in 

the snow

I didn’t own a “Lehman’s Racer 
Sled”

or the “Yankee Clipper we couldn’t 
afford;

I found a useful substitute, in the 
shed;

with an old used sheet of card-
board.

Talk about fast!, there’s nothing 
better;

hang on to the sides, and let her 
rip.

It does break up as it gets wetter
but ‘til then it’ll give you a super 

fast trip.

Some would rather a one-horse 
sleigh,

or maybe a jet ski with a pull cord;
my pleasure came in a different 

way
with that old used bit of cardboard.

MY SONGBIRD
BY CHRISTOPHER REILLEY,

 CHERRY VALLEY, MA

My warbler harmo-
nizes with darkness, 
trilling in perfect pitch, 
thinking of nothing but the song, 
singing ‘never lose hope

For I am the crown of rain 
that falls from the heavens 
to wake you from your slumber.

In dreams you must hear me, 

because I will eventually fade away,
but my song is a part of everything.’
 
My indigo bunting is the swirl-
ing mélange of my mind
at 3 AM when my mind 
chews hungrily on itself,
aware of just how unaware it really is,
the stake in the chest 
of my vampiric self,
that feeds on my twisting blood rage.

My scarlet tanager is 
the soft laugh you make
as the puzzle you are 
working confounds you,
the dance party of shining headlights
on their way home 
from a night festival,
a conquistador of silvered heartbeats,
the engine of divine cacophony.

My tree sparrow summons my djinn,
a cosmologist of the quantum,
high priest of every-
thing I never wanted to be.
Together they tell me of stolen dreams,
the way light glim-
mers on the river of Life,
and the path that leads out of the 
Crisis Woods.

But the favorite is my 
songbird, the pine siskin,
who is hearty appe-
tite and redolent mirth,
drinking directly from the stream,
singing a song that will never fade,
never fall off the edge, 
or spool into the night,
and so I listen, and I hear, and some-
times,

I sing along.

February Laughs At Us
BY CHRISTOPHER REILLEY, CHERRY VALLEY, 

MA

February laughs at us -
p o o r  m a m m a l s ,
shivering in our borrowed skins.
The month finds fun
in wrapping us in frozen air 
like galvanized iron.
 
There is little else for February to do
except fling icy shards of wintry bite
at us with jaggedly fresh winds.
Hard pack ice makes 
f o o t f a l l s  d a n g e r o u s ,
giving the second month a belly laugh
when we fall on our ass.
 
We run around, afraid of cabin fever,
thinking of other kinds of warmth,
shrugging our shoul-
ders with tired indifference
as we wonder at the blue of the sky,
the gray-white of the ground,
and the ruddy smile of yet 
another attempt to get warm.
 
And we sing, oh, how we sing,
trying once more
to brave February’s guile,
each note that escapes us
a patch of white hope
in the frosty air.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Ode To A Ginger
BY CHRISTOPHER REILLEY, 

CHERRY VALLEY, MA

It was the eyes that got me, those eyes,
undecided between green or brown,
the transition betwixt and between,
a cosmic riot -
galactic nebulae swirls
like pictures from Hubble,
iridescence that caught the light,
played with it like a lazy cat
then loosed upon you,
drowning you in complex beauty.

The hair was the primary lure, sure,
New England Forest red -
a shade that demanded attention,
drawing the eye
away from drab gray reality.

Freckles pulled you closer -
like a pointillist painting
their overall shade

scintillated into individuated dots, 
skin refusing to brown in sunlight 
converted tan to a binary score, 
compelling my vision to wander, 
a glance extending to a visual caress. 

And where her skin 
was unkissed by sun; 
pale as moon-milk, 
porcelain frail  - 
a kiss would find shivering life 
quickened into heat. 

But it was those eyes; 
those piercing portals to goddess 
born to a race called unlucky, 
those eyes spun me around 
from the inside, reversed my polarity 
and taught my heart the cruelest trick - 
the creation of a hole 
where only she could reside. 

And when we parted, 
said farewells with for-
ever in their echo, 
she carried a small piece 
of me away with her 
and it is out there still.

Ode to a Ginger appeared in 
my third collection, “One Night 
Stanzas,” from Big Table Publishing

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Forget Me Not

BY EVA E. PERRON, EAST BROOKFIELD, MA

Moving a long distance to a new 
state proved to be a bigger under-
taking than Mary D, a retired nurse 
imagined. Her two daughters, 
30-year-old Sue and 25-year-old Amy, 
although upset, were determined 
to help their mother and make the 
most of their new home in a western 
state; the small farming communi-
ty had a population of 2,000 inhabi-
tants, and when Mary appeared at 
the town clerk’s office, she found out 
that she was the third resident with 
the same name as two other ladies. 

The town clerk added, “I 
hope your mail and other undertak-
ings don’t get mixed up, good luck!”

Mary was determined that she 
wouldn’t get stressed out over hav-
ing the same name as two others.

Their home which they moved to 
belonged to Mary’s aunt and uncle, 
and it contained lots of photos, let-
ters, trophies, and books through-
out the home. The girls spent many 
hours exploring and examining 
papers and records.

The neighbors, though friendly, 
were so busy working their farms, 
that outside of church suppers on 
special occasions, or a stop at the 
post office, did they visit with others. 

Amy insisted that her mon always 
include a message when she signed 
her name to anything to prove her 
identity

“What should I write?” Mary 
asked.

“Do what Auntie Ella was in the 
habit of writing, Forget me not.”

It was at the harvest festival, a big 
lawn party, the top prize of $1,000 
drawing – the winning name, Mary 
D. Brown and three ladies came for-
ward.

Amy was hoping that her mom 
followed her advice.

The mayor asked, “did anyone of 
you ladies write down an identifying 
message?”

Mary, the retired nurse said, “Mine 
says, “Forget me not” on the back of 
the ticket.”

A big kiss and hug for Amy fol-
lowed as her mom received her win-
nings.

This message might be old fash-
ioned thinking to some, but in Amy’s 
mind, she found solace and common 
sense in her great aunt’s writing.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

His Name Was John
BY SHER MORSE, SPENCER, MA

We called 
him son.
He answered to 
dad, brother, 
and friend as well.
His name was John.
We lost him 
way too young, 
this free spirit 
of a man.
He now wheelies thru 
the clouds. 
His name 
was John.
And, as his 
birthday approaches, 
we mark 
another year 
without him 
by our side.
We know that 
his suffering 
has come 
to an end, 
but our pain 
stills stabs 
at our hearts.
Our world 
is forever changed 
with his loss.
We miss him, 
but our love 
for him 
will always 
live on.
His name 
was John. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Roses In The Snow

BY SHER MORSE, SPENCER, MA

Every year 
I visit 
your grave 
and leave 
each of you 
a flower. 
A red rose 
for mum, 
and one 
for dad. 
They are my 
gifts to you, 
as I pray 
they reach Heaven, 
as does 
my love.
And, as Christmas 
draws near, 
the snow piles 
and the wind blows. 
But it doesn’t 
take away 
the roses 
in the snow. 
They peek out 
over the drifts, 
and all is well 
with you 
in Heaven.
Blessings be 
with you.

The Next Write Stuff will be published on Feb, 26th.  
Please email or mail your submission to jsima@stonebridgepress.news by Feb, 18th 

or The Write Stuff, P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.

All Ages Welcome! Open topics. 
Please share your creative writing and thoughts with us!

( L i m i t  300 w or ds )

The Write Stuff
SINCE 2001

Thank you to Lamoureux Ford for sponsoring these pages, and to this month’s authors!
Here are some suggested topics for February, but please feel free to write about anything you’d like. 

1 .   Feb ruary  is C reative R omance M onth .  W rite an old  fash ioned  love letter or poem to  
 someone special.
2 .   Feb ruary  is N ational H istory  M onth .  W h om would  y ou lik e to h ave d inner with  from   
 A merican H istory  and  wh y ?
3 .   W h en d o y ou th ink  life will return to normal and  h ow h as it ch anged  for y ou since last Feb ruary ?
4 .   Topic of y our ch oice.  

Please See Next Week’s 
Issue for More 

Write Stuff



8  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, January 29, 2021

VIEWPOINT
OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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To the Editor:
The actions of the Trump supporters 

on Jan. 6 were nothing short of sedition 
and treason brought on by President 
Trump’s virulent speechm where he 
even promised to walk with them to the 
Capitol. Instead, he went into the White 
House and watched it unfold on TV.  
Joe Biden’s victory has been upheld by 
82 judges and election officials, many of 
whom are Republicans, throughout the 
nation. Ballots in Georgia have been 
triple counted, certified by Republican 
election officials, and endorsed by 
Georgia’s Republican governor.

Five people died and dozens were 
injured in an attempt to destroy our 
democracy.They stomped on our 
Constitution, some shouting they were 
going to kill Speaker Pelosi and Vice 
President Pence. Those responsible, 
including President Trump, are anar-
chists and terrorists who should pun-
ished to the maximum extent. Trump 

emboldened the protesters, saying 
“You will never take back our country 
with weakness,” which was preced-
ed by Rudi Giuliani addressing the 
crowd, encouraging them to get ready 
for “trial by combat.” 

Trump’s protesters wave the 
American flag, as if it is only they who 
are entitled to do so. Enough is enough. 
Our forefathers did not make tremen-
dous sacrifices and risk everything 
they had so that 245 years later it could 
be thrown away by the supporters of a 
egotistical president who can’t admit 
defeat.  There is no excuse for what 
happened on Jan. 6. Mob violence is 
not the American way, even if you are 
waving Old Glory as you pillage and 
sack our Capitol and commit murder 
along the way.

RALPH E. HICKS
SPENCER

SPENCER, MA 01562

Mob violence is not the American way

To the Editor:
We have now inaugurated our 

49th Vice President - our first woman, 
South Asian-American, African-
American Vice President. Kamala 
Harris may be the first but she will 
not be the last. One of the most uplift-
ing parts of the 2020 campaign (prob-
ably the only uplifting part) was that 
Kamala hardly was an issue. The elec-
tion was fought over Donald Trump’s 
failings and fundamental unfitness for 
office, Joe Biden’s age, faux claims of 
socialism, etc.  A woman of color as the 
VP nominee was hardly an issue in one 
of the nastiest campaign seasons of my 
memory.

If a woman of color as VP didn’t 
seem like a big deal, why are people 
making it out to be a big deal? Consider 
for a moment that during the tenure 
of our 16th Vice President, Andrew 
Johnson, Kamala Harris would have 
been enslaved. It wasn’t until the ten-
ure of our 29thVice President, Calvin 
Coolidge, that Kamala Harris would 
have been allowed to vote (at least on 
paper). She would have been forced 

to attend inferior segregated schools 
until our 36th Vice President, Richard 
Nixon, was in office.   

It wasn’t until the tenure of our 
38th Vice President, Hubert Humphrey, 
that she would have actually been able 
to vote with the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act. It wasn’t until our 39th Vice 
President’s term, Spiro Agnew, that 
Kamala Harris would have been able to 
hold a bank account in her own name.  

A major party didn’t nominate a 
woman for Vice President until 1984 
when Geraldine Ferraro unsuccessful-
ly ran for office with Walter Mondale 
in an attempt to become the 44th Vice 
President of the United States in what 
in retrospect was a doomed campaign 
given Reagan’s popularity. Sarah Palin 
unsuccessfully ran with John McCain 
to be elected the 47th Vice President in 
what in retrospect was a doomed cam-
paign given Barack Obama’s populari-
ty and the terrible approval ratings of 
the GOP in 2008. Both the 1984 and 2008 
campaigns that chose women as VP 
seemed to be doing it as a “Hail Mary.”  

Madame Vice President

To the Editor:
Mr. Berthiaume: We’re still wait-

ing for your response, now solicited 
in this newspaper two weeks in a row 
from three separate authors. This let-
ter marks the third week in a row. 
In case you’ve forgotten, the question 
is whether you approved of Former 
President Trumps behavior, misinfor-
mation, refusal to concede the election 
he lost, and incitement of insurrection 
from Nov. 8 through Jan. 20. Regardless 
of whether you support or condemn the 
former president, please use his name 
in your statement.

Mr. Durant: We’re still waiting 
for your response. Recently you had 
a squishy statement in the Telegram 
mildly warning against being no bet-
ter than BLM, something about “being 
vigilant not to become hypocrites.” You 
went on to say “We can’t condemn the 
Antifa riots this summer, and then 
turn a blind eye or make excuses for 

what happened yesterday” in refer-
ence to the Jan. 6 insurrection and 
failed coup d’etat incited by Former 
President Trump.   

Mr. Durant: That’s not good enough. 
You think it is, but it isn’t. Glossing 
over the “Antifa” comment, do you 
approve of Former President Trump’s 
behavior, misinformation, refusal to 
concede the election he lost, and incite-
ment of insurrection from Nov. 8 to 
Jan. 20 – including the storming of the 
Capitol on Jan. 6? I’m not asking about 
“bad apples”. I am asking you to make 
a statement about the former president 
and please be specific. Use his name! 
Cite the things he did that you support 
and the things he didn’t! Stop trying to 
turn a blind eye and waiting for it to 
go away. 

Ms. Gobi: I understand you 
denounced the insurrectionists on Jan. 
6, and you never supported Former 

We’re still waiting…

To the Editor:
Joe Biden was sworn in as the 

President of the United States this past 
week.  The inauguration was shock-
ingly normal – a lot of pomp and cir-
cumstance, and no violence.  One thing 
about the inauguration that did stand 
out for me is when Lady Gaga sang the 
star spangled banner and she turned to 
the flag while she sang, “and the flag 
was still there.”  It was stirring because 
it was reclamation of the symbol of 
the United States by the people of the 
United States and away from Donald 
Trump and his cult of personality. 

As the new administration and the 
news cycle around it settles in I for one 
have a sense of feeling welcome in this 
country once again, feeling like this 
country is my home like I had since 
before Trump ever came on the scene. 
Specific policies and politics aside, we 
are now led by a person with empathy, 
decency, of moral character, and some-
one who sees the country as it is and 
wants to lead all of us and not just the 
81 million people who voted for him. 
Joe Biden understands that he is the 
President of the United States, all of 
it, including the 74 million people who 
didn’t vote for him. 

Joe Biden once said that in life, some-
times you need a hand and sometimes 
you’re called upon to lend a hand. This 

is the type of America he envisions, 
which is an interdependent America 
where we help each other out and we all 
need to rise if any of us are to rise. His 
calls for unity are not naïve, but it is a 
call for a new vision of America where 
we are all in this together and away 
from the recent years of ever widening 
ravines between rich and poor, black 
and white, left and right, educated and 
not. President Biden knows we aren’t 
terribly united right now, he is calling 
for us to come together.

There’s been a flurry of executive 
orders and statements. There is no per-
manent change from executive orders, 
but it is a reversal in some of the most 
egregious executive actions from the 
Trump administration as well as a 
series of statements. There is no better 
statement than action and the state-
ments we are seeing is that there is 
a return to competence and action in 
the Oval Office. President Biden is also 
making good on the promises he made 
for action on day 1 first and foremost 
around getting a handle on the COVID 
pandemic but also addressing Trump’s 
Muslim ban, pulling out of WHO, and 
other things.  

Donald Trump reversed whatever he 
could from Barack Obama on day 1 and 

A new administration

EDITORIAL

Facts are 
stubborn 
things

John Adams was right when he said 
“Facts are stubborn things.” It’s pretty 
funny, albeit disturbing, to sit and listen to 
what some individuals believe to be true, 
not based on facts, rather hearsay. We’ve 
become a society where facts just don’t 
seem to hold much weight anymore. 

The sky is blue, grass is green, milk 
is good for your bones, helmets prevent 
head injuries in accidents, a cow has two 
eyes, and George Washington was our first 
President. All of these things we know to 
be true because we’ve either seen it with 
our own eyes, or trust the documents of 
history. Our grandparents tell us stories of 
days gone by about other family members 
and the way things were, and we sit and 
listen intently and enthusiastically, and 
while we take in this information, we know 
it to be true. 

We can dig through old newspaper 
archives, old and current court documents, 
valid witness testimony, police reports, 
judges’ orders, and we accept this informa-
tion as fact. This isn’t to say that certain 
things ought not to be questioned; however, 
when facts upon facts upon facts are staring 
you dead in the eye and you still believe 
them not to be true, well, that’s simply 
dumbfounding. 

We know that surgeons wear masks to 
prevent infection. We know that vitamin 
C boosts our immune systems. We know 
what elements make up oxygen and water. 
We know that Ibuprofen is an anti-inflam-
matory. We know that too much alcohol 
can hurt our livers, we know that plants 
need sunlight and water to grow. We know 
all of this to be factual, because of science. 

So now, when scientists express how 
important mask wearing is during a pan-
demic to prevent the spread of a deadly 
virus (a practice done even in 1919), we 
have some individuals who just brush it 
off. It would be humorous if it wasn’t so 
disturbing. The fact is, based on science, 
that proper masks prevent the spread of 
airborne viruses, just like sunblock can 
prevent a sunburn. Why is one scientifical-
ly proven technique widely accepted and 
the other not? Well, a sunburn has never 
been politicized. Science has been saving 
lives and keeping our parents, friends and 
family members alive for longer, since the 
dawn of time. 

Enter the ever interesting topic of con-
spiracy theories. A conspiracy theory is 
an explanation for an event or situation 
that invokes conspiracy by sinister and 
powerful groups, often in political motiva-
tion when other explanations are based on 
actual, proven facts. 

Such theories have been around forever. 
They are nothing more than fairytales. 
Recently, psychologists have begun to 
unravel why certain individuals are more 
likely to believe in conspiracy theories and 
what attributes about them, make them so 
gullible. 

Experts have surmised that character-
istics of those people who are likely to 
believe in conspiracy theories include 
distrust of others, low agreeability and 
Machiavelliansim (when a person is so 
focused on their own interests, they will 
manipulate, deceive, and exploit others to 
achieve their goals.)

Low agreeability is typically defined as 
someone who is not very kind, nor depend-
able or cooperative with others. People 
more susceptible to conspiracy theories are 
more likely to have lower levels of analytic 
thinking. 

When a person who believes in nonsense, 
is presented with demonstrable, thorough, 
proven, hard facts, they are often respond-
ed to with even further out there thinking, 
and it is noticeable that there is very little 
critical thinking. 

Further it has been discovered that con-
spiracy theories make a person feel special. 
Some individuals who need to feel unique 
but can’t any other way, may fall prey. 
Conspiracy theories rely on ‘secret infor-
mation’ which can give those believers a 
false sense of belonging. 

It has been discovered that those individ-
uals also are narcissists with a grandiose 
idea of the self and a touch of paranoia. 
Further, those who fall prey are likely more 
alienated, powerless and socially isolated. 

Remember, conspiracy theories are 
brought about by people, not actual facts. 
Take note that you cannot argue with those 
who believe in conspiracy because those 
beliefs are not rational. 

The simple answer here is to not ignore 
the facts — wear your sunscreen, wear 
your mask, drink water, eat your vegeta-
bles, have some fun, laugh and be kind to 
one another. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many of us have been forced to work 
from home. But once we’ve moved past 
the virus, many workers may continue 
working from home. More than one-
third of companies with employees 
who started working from home now 
think that remote work will stay more 
common post-pandemic, according to 
a Harvard Business School study. This 
shift to at-home work can affect people’s 
lives in many ways – and it may end up 
providing workers with some long-term 
financial advantages.

 If you’re one of those who will contin-
ue working remotely, either full time or 
at least a few days a week, how might 
you benefit? Here are a few possibilities:

 Reduced transportation costs – Over 
time, you can spend a lot of money 
commuting to and from work. The aver-

age commuter spends 
$2,000 to $5,000 per year 
on transportation costs, 
including gas, car main-
tenance, public trans-
portation and other 
expenses, depending on 
where they live, accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis and 
the U.S. Census Bureau. 
If you are going to work 
primarily from home, 
you should be able to 
greatly reduce these 
costs.

Potentially lower car insurance pre-
miums – Your auto insurance premi-
ums are partially based on how many 
miles you drive each year. So, if you 
were to significantly reduce these miles 
by working from home, you might qual-
ify for lower rates.

Lower expenditures on lunches – If 
you typically eat lunch in restaurants 
or get takeout while at work, you could 
easily be spending $50 or more per week 
– even more if you regularly get coffee 
drinks to go. By these figures, you could 
end up spending around $3,000 a year. 
Think how much you could reduce this 
bill by eating lunch at home during 
your remote workday.

Lower clothing costs – Despite the 
rise in “casual dress” days, plenty of 
workers still need to maintain appropri-
ate office attire. By working from home, 
you can “dress down,” reducing your 
clothing costs and dry-cleaning bills.

 As you can see, it may be possible 
for you to save quite a bit of money by 
working from home. How can you use 
your savings to help meet your long-
term financial goals, such as achieving 
a comfortable retirement?

 For one thing, you could boost your 
investments. Let’s suppose that you 
can save $2,500 each year by working 
remotely. If you were to invest this 
amount in a tax-deferred account, such 
as an IRA or your 401(k) or similar 
employer-sponsored plan and earned a 
hypothetical 6 percent annual return 
for 20 years, you’d accumulate more 
than $97,000 – and if you kept going 
for an additional 10 years, you’d have 
nearly $210,000. You’d eventually pay 
taxes on the amount you withdrew from 
these accounts (and withdrawals prior 
to age 59 and a half may be subject to a 
10 percent IRS penalty), but you’d still 
end up pretty far ahead of where you’d 
be otherwise.)

You also might use part of your sav-
ings generated by remote work to help 
build an emergency fund containing a 
few months’ worth of living expenses. 
Without this fund, you might be forced 
to dip into your retirement accounts to 
pay for something like a major home 
repair.

Becoming an at-home worker will 
no doubt require some adjustments on 
your part – but, in strictly financial 
terms, it could lead to some positive 
results.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or 
jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.
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Spencer resident named 
to President’s List at 
College of Charleston

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The College 
of Charleston has recognized Madison 
Streeter, a senior from Spencer, with 
placement on its President’s List for 
academic achievement during the fall 
semester of 2020.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
Please don’t confuse my title with 

MAGA — Make America Great Again. 
What I want to address is actually mak-
ing America great. Meme’s and acro-
nyms are really insufficient to address 
the subjects to which they allude. “ Blue 
Lives Matter” or “Black Lives Matter,” 
probably carry different meanings to 
different people. Trying to pigeonhole 
them with three or four words does 
little justice to them.

Upon the reading of the last edition, 
brothers McRae and Herholz were con-
spicuous by their absence. I will make 
the assumption that they have got-
ten past the stolen election claim and 
would await the inauguration and its 
subsequent actions for comment. I am 
sure that the thirty executive actions 
stacked on the Resolute desk will fur-
nish much material.

We could talk about blue lives and the 
fact that the highest percentage of these 
people are deserving of our respect and 
support. We could talk about how many 
more we might have or better pay, if the 
costs of payouts for wrongful deaths or 
legal payouts did not defund their cit-
ies. We could talk about BLM being not 
just a sentiment but a political action 
committee. While I may be just whis-
tling in the wind, I will address making 
America great.

Most of us were raised on the Paul 
revere’s ride, Bunker Hill, minuteman 
legends. It was my country always right, 
the red, white and blue.  Liberty, free-
dom, and just like Superman — “truth, 
justice and the American way” 

Here is some history, reality and 
thought.  The “founders,” of whom so 
many love to speculate on their intent, 
were mainly wealthy, slave owning 
white men. While I don’t question that 
they acted with the best of intentions, 
we really need to review what they did 
and why. To start, they put their for-
tunes on the line for their beliefs-both 
money and life itself.

Because of that, much of their activi-
ty was ensuring that they were retain-
ing control. It was the olde golden rule-
”he who has the gold makes the rules”.

Here we are, a couple hundred years 
later, touting adherence to documents 
drawn at that time without examining 
how many changes we have already 
made, and how many more should 
be made. Among those we originally 
disenfranchised were,, all women, the 
un-wealthy or indentured or colored 
slaves, except to give owners of black 
male slaves, voting proxy.

Freed black men would not get to 
vote until after the Civil war, and then, 

only if they were able to overcome bar-
riers, some of which still exist. Women 
would not get to vote until 1920.

The founders being essentially the 
shakers and movers from each individ-
ual state, the original design of the sen-
ate was that members were appointed 
by state legislatures. This also was the 
concept of the electoral college ,both 
of which were to insure that the great 
unwashed masses would not actually 
be entrusted to choose senators, pres-
idents, or have actual unsupervised 
control.

If you have read the Federalist Papers, 
where largely, Madison, Jefferson and 
Monroe discussed why there was actu-
ally any good reason to even have a 
central Federal government, they had 
cited just 4 basic things- 1) a national 
defense and standing army and navy, 
2) the need to do national treaties for 
international commerce, 3) the need 
for a common currency and national 
bank, and 4) for regulating interstate 
commerce.

At the time, and like the continen-
tal conventions, government was never 
though to be a full time job, but rather, 
all business would be done in periodic 
meetings, and members would return 
to do their regular vocations most 
of the year. It isn’t only salaries and 
scope that have been allowed to expand 
exponentially. Most will be shocked to 
hear that there was a time before the 
IRS, Social Security, Unemployment 
insurance or even insurance in gener-
al. Bucket brigades fought fires, and 
Ben Franklin created one of the first 
fire insurance companies. Philadelphia 
still has some of the original plaques 
denoting that his private fire brigade 
would come if there was a fire. Since 
proximity of homes in that city, made 
saving covered homes when next door 
not covered home burned, this gave 
way to public fire companies.

My point today, is that using our con-
stitution as a base outline, we are past 
due to update to a newer, but not 5,000 
page document, that addresses today’s 
world, seeks to anticipate future poten-
tial revisions, and guards against those 
who would misuse or pervert powers 
beyond original intent. I would cite 
the example of unrestricted pardon 
power being too much of a power level 
to monarchy, to make sense today.  I 
would cite elected officials’ ability to 
be invested in industries where they 
have oversight, I would cite Citizen’s 
United, another meme that allows 
money to influence elected officials, 

Make America great

To the Editor:
 Who knew that so much could be 

written about nothing? Taking up the 
better part of the Letter to the Editor 
section in the Jan. 15 edition, Har-
‘Snore’ok set a new record on how to 
get nothing of substance printed. By 
sheer volume alone, his words in print 
have now wrapped more fish than all 
of my letters combined. I usually don’t 
resort to feeling I need to respond to 
other submissions, but there are some 
things that are so inexcusably repre-
hensible that even I just cannot ignore. 
Referring to the President, ‘Faux’-
Yorak despicably stated, “reports are 
he was gleeful and giddy as the mayhem 
unfolded” – Har-‘I-Make-Things-Up-To-
Fit-My-Narrative’-Yorak, Spencer New 
Leader, Jan. 15.

One cannot seriously think that this 
even passes muster at the most basic 
of levels. The fact is, President Trump 
did not utter any words that could have 
been considered a “Green Light” to 
instigate chaos and cause destruction 
at the Capitol, and he certainly wasn’t 
watching with a smile as it was dese-
crated. The viciousness of this lie defies 
understanding and has all the hall-
marks of being nothing other than a 
total fabrication. Was it Yorak’s intent 
to cause more animosity? Was it his 
goal to make it a perilous adventure to 
walk through a grocery store for every 
Trump supporter? While the President 
said nothing inflammatory on January 
6, Low-Rock’s ghost-written words on 
the 15th were certainly meant to be. Of 
course, a fictitious character doesn’t 
need to worry about retribution when 
they leave their house. 

As always, K-Rock transitions in an 
attempt to delegitimize the articles of 
his arch nemeses, among them being 
John McRae. In regards to his article, 
“Stand Up, North Brookfield!” Yorak 
pontificates, “I found it very interest-
ing how much Mr. McRae cares that 
North Brookfield retain their mascot, 
the Indians. Mr. McRae doesn’t live in 
North Brookfield, he didn’t grow up 
there, and his kids didn’t go to school 
there, but it bothers him that they are 
getting on the right side of history.” – 
Har-Bore-ak

How ironic is that entire para-
graph? While Yo-Rock points out that 
Mr. McRae shouldn’t be concerned 
with business that is outside his East 
Brookfield bailiwick, maybe No-Rock 
should take some of his own advice, 
since there is there is no reason to 
believe that he is anything other than 
a pen name. Fake people have no place 
they call home. You’ve made the claim 

of being a real live boy, Pinocchio, how 
about some proof? 

Another participant from the “Gang 
of Seven” (and counting) stated that 
BLM/ANTIFA “protests” and what 
happened in D.C. are not to be com-
pared. You see, some broken windows, 
stolen laptops, and a lectern on EBay far 
outweigh an entire summer of Burning, 
Looting, and Murder, culminating into 
billions of dollars in damages, 30 people 
murdered, and lives and livelihoods 
ruined. The Democrats are correct in 
that it would have been a completely 
different outcome if it were BLM storm-
ing the Capitol, however, mistaken in 
what they claim the treatment would 
have been. Just a few blocks away, 
and for the better part of the summer, 
BLM and ANTIFA were making Swiss 
cheese out of the city while Mayor 
Muriel Bowser told law enforcement to 
stand down.  

When, according to the media, “all 
hell broke loose” following the Jan. 
6 rally in D.C., and Congress started 
to scatter, two thoughts entered my 
mind: The first was that these invad-
ers cannot possibly all be Trump sup-
porters. And second, the New Leader’s 
“Imaginary Intellectuals” must be sal-
ivating like Pavlov’s dog right now. 
Their collective keyboards smoking, 
just as Portland, Oregon did after being 
lit up by ANTIFA, while they feverishly 
typed their usual Anti-Trump tirades 
as quickly as their fingers would allow. 
This was the one moment they had 
hoped would have happened during 
the past 4 years and the one time some-
thing associated with President Trump 
allegedly went sideways. It was their 
time to cash in. All those fabricated 
stories of “Trumpers” (the ingenious 
label bestowed upon supporters of the 
“Former” President by the imagination 
deficient left) being the most violent, 
angriest, least intelligent, and whatev-
er other derogatory term or designation 
their collective brain cell could con-
jure up. They finally had proof positive 
that all Trump supporters were every-
thing they have ever accused them of 
being. With the Main Stream Media 
to back them up, saturating TV and 
internet with the images of “Buffalo 
Man” standing behind Pelosi’s podi-
um, “Gramps” with his feet up on her 
desk, the obvious ANTIFA provocateur 
trying to smash a window with a club 
only to be stopped by an actual Trump 
supporter, and the hundreds that 
entered the Capitol, claiming that these 
people were 100% right-wing zealots, 

Predictably predictable

To the Editor:
It happens in every totalitarian state 

when they seize power. It happened in 
Nazi Germany, Stalinist Russia, and 
in Maoist China. Now that that the 
Democratic Socialist Progressive Party 
has seized power in the US, it’s the time 
for the purges. 

The impetus for the purges: A staged 
fake insurrection. For a group that was 
going to overthrow the government, 
do you notice one thing. They had no 
weapons. No guns, knives, or swords. 
So, tell me, would a group that was 
going to violently overthrow the gov-
ernment came unarmed?  Of course not! 
Using common sense, you can tell that 
they were not intending to do that at all. 
In fact, the only ones armed were the 
Capitol police and the Secret Service. 
The only one shot was an unarmed 
lady by the Secret Service. (Is he being 
charged for murder yet? No not a peep.) 
And why no National Guard?  

Here are the facts. It was a peaceful 
protest, just like the ones during the 
summer by BLM. But this time, the 
Capitol guards were instructed to let 
them thru. Pelosi and her cabal knew 
what they were doing. Let the unarmed 
rabble in. They are unarmed, and when 
you shot a few, it will be all over. 
But they would get their Reichstag 
moment. Just like Hitler and the Nazis 
got. Pelosi and the left got the photo opt 
to legitimize the consolidation of their 
power. Now they can call all Trump 
supporters violent white extremist. 
Now come the purges.

Purge number 1. Our army is a 
citizen army with many Trump sup-
porters. This is the reason they were 
not called out to guard the Capitol in 
the first place. You don’t want armed 
Trump supporters around the Capitol.  
The army now is going to be used 
as a tool to consolidate their grip on 

Time to purge

To the Editor:
I have to say, I am quite disappoint-

ed this week – no conservative letters 
were published, so no responses. Are 
our local conservatives boycotting 
now that Joe Biden is president? Were 
their letters so off the wall that the 
New Leader refused to publish them? 
Personally, I wish all letters would be 
published because it gives us a better 
idea of the pulse of the community rath-
er than silence.  

I, for one, was really looking forward 
to Mr. McRae’s letter that sounded like 
it might be a personal account of the 
events of Jan. 6. Mr. Robillard and Mr. 
Herholz have been quite interesting 
lately, I wonder what they’re thinking 
now that Joe Biden is president and 
Donald Trump is a private citizen in 
Florida. It’s been a while since we’ve 
heard from George Graham or Dana 
George Reed – always interesting to get 
their perspectives…

I have to say, I’m shocked at how 
smoothly the inauguration of our 
46th President went off. I never expect-
ed Donald Trump to act like a normal 
outgoing president, but I expected him 
to cause more trouble than he did. I 
never expected Trump to be quiet for 
over a week, just slink away at 8am, 
give a farewell speech to a small ador-
ing crowd at Andrews Air Force Base, 
and let his term expire while he was 
inside his home at Mar-a-Lago. It is out 
of character.  

After the failed insurrection and 
failed coup many expected mayhem 
at the Capitol, problems all over 
Washington, D.C. outside the secure 
zone, and problems at state capitols. We 
saw none of that. Presumably the 30,000 
troops sent to our nation’s capital city 
from all 56 states and territories scared 
away the would-be evil-doers. Airbnb 
cancelled all reservations last week in 
the Washington area so that people 
couldn’t flood in from around the coun-
try. The airlines all refused to transport 
legally owned and properly licensed 
firearms into Washington area airports 
so that seditionists couldn’t bring their 
weapons. Big Tech’s heavy-handed ban 
of Trump and various hate groups and 
those who advocate violence was the 
right thing at the right time. Too early 
and they would have regrouped. Too 
late and we would have had another 
storming.

The heavy security at every state and 
territory capitol kept those calm. Some 
will say this is evidence we never need-
ed the security. Quite the contrary – the 
presence of security is the only message 
that was going to get through to our 
domestic terrorists.  

Joe Biden was inaugurated as our 
46th President of the United States, we 
had the most normal and appropriate 
inauguration that could be imagined in 
the midst of a 100-year pandemic. The 

The next frontier

Editor’s note: The following letter is 
being published in two parts (the second 
part to appear in next week’s edition) due 
to its length.

To the Editor:
When I, an elderly gentleman of no 

great and rugged constitution, let slip 
that it was my intention to hie my way 
down to Washington, D.C. to answer 
President Trump’s call for patriots to 
come show support for an accurate and 
honest resolution to the crisis caused by 
the manifestly rigged election--and that, 
in fact, I was leaving in a couple hours 
for an all-night bus ride to the city--
it wasn’t received well: “Are you out 
of your mind?! You’re probably twenty 
years older than the next youngest per-
son who will be on that bus. What will 
you do about a bathroom? What about 
the Covid?!”

I understood why others didn’t 
understand: It would mean 36 hours 
or more with no sleep; Antifa street 
scum with their track record of attack-
ing old Trump people from behind and 
trying to kill them with a bat or a skate-
board or fists abound in the City of the 
Monuments; and the Chi-com flu hyste-
ria has otherwise rational people assum-
ing the little Covid bugs would be envel-
oping large closely-packed crowds like 
a miasma of phosgene gas descending 
on the trenches at Ypres on the Western 
Front in 1915.

With time running out, and not wish-
ing to belabor the point, I simply drew 
a deep breath and took my stand: Why? 
It’s pretty simple. President Trump has 
been the very best chief executive for 
my entire lifetime. Faith in my country 
which had been pretty much destroyed 
by decades of the Bushes, Clinton, and 
Obama was restored to me by Orange 
Man Bad. He has accomplished much 
that is good for our country and for 
the peace of the world, despite being 
opposed at every step by the Democrats, 
the Deep State, politicized Obama judg-
es, the fake news press, much of his own 
Party, his appointees, his generals, and 
just about everyone else--except for the 
75 million of us who know he cares for 
us and truly loves our country, its histo-
ry and traditions.

But, more than that, I’m going to sup-
port him--just as I did with my fellow 
patriot friends in the area who stood out 
for Trump at least 35 times over the sum-
mer and fall--for my kids, as well as the 
3,000 kids not my own who I taught in 
school over the years. It’s too late for me 
to worry about myself, old age has a way 
of getting one to be realistic, but they, 
hopefully, have a long life ahead of them, 

and I want it to be a good one with all the 
freedoms and opportunities I (and you, 
too, dear reader) have enjoyed. A take-
over by the radical left, communists, 
really, means the end of the America 
I knew and loved. So, bye, see you in 
a couple days.” I also mentioned I had 
plans for Inauguration Day:

On Jan. 20, if I chose to take up a posi-
tion by the side of the road to warn, in 
Cassandra-like fashion, of the looming 
apocalypse, my epitaphical sign for the 
upcoming Biden Inauguration would 
have read: 

America
July 4,1776 - January 20, 2021 

R.I.P.
Anyway, having temporarily burned 

my bridges, I stuffed into a little back-
pack the only things to which I intended 
to do violence while on my journey: two 
ham and cheese on rye and a couple of 
North Brookfield apples....and hit the 
road.

The bus was full of Worcester area 
patriots, most much younger than 
myself, but all in a great mood of excit-
ed anticipation of and curiosity about 
what the rise of the sun would bring 
us with the new day. But, I have to tell 
you, it occurred to me that if something 
untoward were to befall me in the next 
24 hours, I couldn’t ask to be surrounded 
by better, more genuine, and wonderful 
people than those with whom I was 
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Cost of dumpster will be estimated  

with a credit for the metal 

 (as long as it’s loaded last) 

BIODEGRADABLE WASTE - no problem!  

Must not be mixed with other items we remove.

Call us first or call us last - 
we’ll get you cleaned up fast!

Turn To KIMBALL page     A12 Turn To HAR-YAROK page     A11

Turn To HERHOLZ page     A12

Turn To MCRAE page     A13

Turn To ROBILLARD page     A12
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Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

&Home 
Auto

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

   Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

50 COLORS • 

BUY 
FACTORY 
DIRECT 
& SAVE

NEW YEAR’S
 SALE

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Central 
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUDD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • Up to 1250 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Certified Contractor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEEDJOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

HEATING

Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in 
small 

plastering jobs; 
ceilings, 

additions, 
patchwork and 
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.

3rd generation.
CALL

508-612-9573

Plastering
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 1/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253

Fully Insured

General repairs 
and finishing 
related to all  

aspects of home 
improvement.

508-686-0336
Email: 

whatdayaneed 
@gmail.com

HANDYMAN

What
Da Ya 
Need?

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

MAIN STREET  
DRAIN CLEARING &

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Wallpaper 
Painting 

Plumbing 
Carpenter 
Flooring 

If we don’t do it you 
don’t need it done! 

Senior Citizen (65+) 
Discounts 

Give me a Call 
Rich at 

508-963-1191 

DRAINS/HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman
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H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $225/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages
Attics • Whole Houses

WANT IT GONE? 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
401-578-4501

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMSAPPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Instant Credit • In -shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

To advertise in 
The Local Service Provider Directory

Contact June at 508-909-4062  
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       ServiceYour Ad 

Here

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$19.99
JANUARY SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

Coolant 
Flush $59.99

up to 5 quarts of oil

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

former presidents club got together and 
released a joint statement in a socially 
distanced video – of course missing 
the 96-year old with brain cancer who 
can’t travel and missing the egomaniac 
who was president merely hours before 
that did travel that day – traveled away 
from Washington as all the dignitaries 
assembled.

So far, Joe Biden has cleared the very 
low bar set for him. President Biden 
has seemed like an incredible breath of 
fresh air, his 15 or so executive orders 
strike me as “captain obvious” such as 
a national strategy for tackling COVID, 
press releases that are informative, 
and press briefings that are boring. 
We don’t mentally count the lies when 
watching TV, and hear the White House 
Press Secretary talk about crowd sizes. 
We’re seeing a return to normalcy and 
functioning government. 

Think about what standard has been 
set by our 45th (former) President. All 
Biden needs is a vaccine plan and he 
seems like the next George Washington. 
In most respects Joe Biden is the most 
unlucky president in history given 
the historic size, scope, and number 
of messes he needs to clean up… But 
in another sense he is super lucky in 
that he gets to follow the worst possible 
act therefore he will look like the best 
president in history when in reality he 
is just mediocre.  

Of course, even with Trump gone, we 
still have a looming impeachment trial 
that should be quick, should result in 
a conviction, and should result in him 
being barred from ever holding public 
office ever again. Ironically, this would 
be what is best for the GOP long term 
given Trump’s popularity within the 
party combined with corporate donors 
running from him and his propensity 
to practice scorched-earth politics. It 
would be in the GOP’s best interest to 
get the Senators not up for reelection 
until 2026 to convict him, but we shall 
see…

Meanwhile, at Mar-a-Lago, it seems 
that Donald Trump has already threat-
ened to start a “MAGA Party” to exact 
revenge on Republicans Trump feels 
abandoned him. In Trump’s waning 

weeks in office he had discussed start-
ing “The Patriot Party” but I really 
hope it becomes the MAGA Party. 
He wants to go after Rep. Liz Cheney, 
Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, and a few 
Republican Senators.

While the “right thing” would be for 
Trump to be convicted in the Senate, 
barred from holding office again, and 
charged with a litany of both state 
and federal crimes not connected to 
his presidency, never mind crimes he 
committed while president. The “right 
thing” would be for him to be in a cell 
for the rest of his life. I don’t however 
think that would be good for the coun-
try because it would turn him into a 
martyr. The best thing is probably for 
him to be ignored until there is some 
sort of self-destruction which at his 
advanced age is likely.

I like to be entertained by my politics 
and from a pure entertainment per-
spective I hope that the “MAGA Party” 
becomes reality. I hope that Don. Jr. 
is sent to buy a house in WY to run 
against Liz Cheney in the GOP primary 
and if unsuccessful as a MAGA general 
election candidate for 2022… I hope 
Ivanka is sent to buy a house in AK and 
challenge Lisa Murkowski in the same 
way… Eric and Tiffany can be sent to 
lower value targets. It would be hilar-
ious for all of the Trump kids to be in 
congress under the MAGA Party from 
backwater states and then Trump run 
as the MAGA candidate for president 
in 2024, splitting the conservative vote, 
and guaranteeing a Democratic win. 

Some falsely stated that we’d stop 
hearing about COVID-19 after the elec-
tion. Well, The COVID-19 pandemic of 
course continued on.  In the United 
States 62 percent of the cases have been 
after the 2020 election and 44 percent 
of the deaths have occurred after the 
election, not before it. For those who 
falsely then thought that COVID would 
go away as soon as the inauguration 
was over, not so much – we have aver-
aged more than 3,000 deaths per day 
both before and after the inaugura-
tion…  The hospitalizations and deaths 
continue to increase. The pandemic is 
playing out much as the experts said it 
would.  

This isn’t just a disease of the old 
or obese… Yes, older and obese folks 

make up a disproportionate share of the 
carnage, but there are plenty of people 
at all ages and all fitness levels getting 
sick. I know personally of people in 
their 20’s that were severely ill, people 
in their 30’s who have been hospital-
ized, a guy in his 50’s who died, and I 
think by now we all know a lot of older 
people who have had trouble with this. 
This disease is no joke.

The Christmas/New Year’s surge 
seems to be behind us and January is 
probably the month most ordinarily 
socially distant anyway. Last week we 
saw the number of cases and deaths 
stabilize; not go down, but not up.  

In the United States we saw us hit 
400,000 confirmed COVID-19 deaths on 
Donald Trump’s last full day in office. 
That is about 25 percent of the world 
total when we only have 4 percent of the 
world population. What an embarrass-
ment… In the past week we’ve seen an 
additional 1.2 million confirmed infec-
tions in the USA for a grand total of 25 
million. On the death front, we’ve seen 
an additional 21,588 Americans die of 
COVID – people that used to be alive – 
in just the past week. Our total death 
toll is now 417,539 – 20 percent of the 
world total against our 4 percent of the 
population.

The saddest part of all is that there is 
no reason for the U.S. to be the world 
disaster zone. We have the most capa-

bility to fight this disease, we are the 
most advanced large country, we have 
incredible infrastructure, and even our 
private car culture allows people to 
both socially distance and drive to get 
a vaccine at a deep freezer facility far 
away…. Yet we are doing terribly. We 
are #1 in the world for genetic sequenc-
ing capability, but we are 41st in the 
world for actually sequencing our 
COVID positive swabs. Much of this 
comes from the fact we are the only 
first world country without national 
healthcare, but much of it from our cul-
tural underpinnings. It is both pathetic 
and sad.

The next frontier, which is likely 
weeks rather than months away, is 
fighting the anti-vaxxers. For the last 
year we have been waiting for a safe 
and effective vaccine. Now that we have 
several, will our people take the vaccine 
and end this pandemic, or will we have 
holdouts which cause this pandemic to 
go on for years? One Congressman has 
suggested the next round of “Corona 
bucks” - $1,400 for all, be contingent 
on getting vaccinated. The cost to our 
country, our public health, and our 
economy is too high to tolerate these 
anti-vaxxers. We have the money to 
bribe them, I say let’s do it.

 
OMAR HAR-YAROK
EAST BROOKFIELD

HAR-YAROK
continued from page    A9

now Joe Biden is reversing everything 
he can from Donald Trump on day 
one. There is a ping-pong to this and of 
course Biden’s successor can always 
reverse these actions. The importance 
of these executive actions are two-fold, 
they change government policy for four 
years at a minimum, and they set the 
stage and move the conversation for 
more permanent change through leg-
islation. The American people have 
spoken – 81 million voted to reject 
Trumpism and 74 million wanted to 
keep it, Biden owes it to the majority 
of this country to make good on his 
promise.

Biden seems to be operating under 

the hope that his calls for unity will 
bring a new era of cooperation in 
Washington but of course this isn’t like-
ly. Joe Biden has been in Washington 
for a long time, and this isn’t his first 
rodeo. He is giving the Republicans a 
chance. Joe Biden is a skilled politi-
cian and a veteran Senator. He wants 
to build consensus but I am sure he is 
ready and willing to decide “enough is 
enough.” If there is a repeat of what the 
GOP did to President Obama I am sure 
Joe Biden will change course quickly.  

I for one hope that future weeks are as 
politically boring as this last week has 
been. It’s amazing how docile things 
can be when there is no longer a reality 
TV star as the center of attention!

 
DAVID ROSENBERG

SPENCER

ROSENBERG
continued from page    A8

me and find a way to extend my life or 
beat this cancer all-together. I found Dr. 
Kasi at the University of Iowa, Holden 
Comprehensive Cancer Center and he 
said, “We’ll explore every option and 
fight this cancer. There’s a new treat-
ment that’s a combination of an immu-
notherapy called Keytruda and chemo 
that’s creating promising results. I like 
our chances.”

I thoroughly checked out his educa-
tion and background and realized I had 
found the best physician for the job and 
he was an optimist. I’m past the nine-
month death prediction and I’ll fly by 
the year. I promise you I’ll be writing 
this column for years to come. 

If you think optimism isn’t important, 
think about this. If I were a pessimist, I 
would have accepted my first doctor’s 
death proclamation and gone home to 
die. But the eternal optimist inside me 
screamed, “No way!” I searched and 
found a way, and today, I’m still liv-
ing my life fully and making plans for 
the five-year anniversary party of my 
death proclamation and I fully expect to 
attend ... and you are invited!

No. Being an optimist will not cure 
cancer but being an optimist will push 
you to not give up. Your optimism will 
search for a positive outcome. Being 
optimistic doesn’t always mean you’ll 
find a solution, but it will give you a 
dramatically better chance than pessi-
mism.

I’m roughly four weeks away from 
my projected “death day” and I believe 

I’m healthier now than I was a year ago. 
And that’s not just optimism. My blood 
tests and scans agree.

So, what about you? There is a cure 
for the “Pandemic of Pessimism” and 
it’s the choice to become an optimist. 
What is your picture of a happy and 
successful future? Believe the best is 
yet to come and go to work to make it 
so.

I’m optimistic that 2021 will be my 
best year ever. What about you?

Will you join me?

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com. 

MOORE
continued from page    A5
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President Trump. I ask you to make a 
statement, the same questions of the 
elected officials above for two reasons… 
One, even though you represent many 
Trump supporters the time has passed 
to dance around how deplorable the 
former president was and now that he 
is politically irrelevant it would help for 
a trusted voice to explain the problems 
with his behavior. Second, I think you 
have a responsibility to help shame our 
local Republican officials into making a 
statement. Don’t let them look the other 
way and say nothing until people forget. 
I know it’s difficult to say things which 
a great number of your constituents 
might not like, but you have a responsi-
bility. It is time to lead.

Mr. LeBoeuf: I read your statement on 
January 6 on Facebook and it was good. 
I ask you, for completeness, to please 
make a statement in this newspaper. It 
is necessary to shame the Republican 

elected officials in the circulation area 
of this publication to do the same. At the 
very least your statement will remind 
everyone of the 5th and 6th Worcester 
Districts that their Representative was 
silent. It is time to lead.

In the past few months, we have wit-
nessed the most serious threat to our 
Republic since the Civil War. This is 
not a partisan issue. None of our local 
elected officials should hesitate from 
making a clear statement that reference 
Donald Trump by name. They need 
to clearly state whether they believe 
the Nov. 3, 2020 election was free and 
fair. They need to clearly state who 
they believe won the 2020 election for 
President. Even if their position is very 
far from mine, they owe it to us to make 
their position clear. 

We cannot continue to live in parallel 
universes with our own facts. There 
is only 1 set of facts and we the people 
deserve to know what our elected offi-
cials believe as true. There can be no 
unity before honesty.

Silence is violence.  Silence is tacit 
approval.  

 
Fred Bagg

Spencer

BAGG
continued from page    A8

power. A similar tactic used by the Nazis 
on the German army. Loyal Wehrmacht 
officers purged out and replaced by the 
SS. Soldiers who swore loyalty only to 
Hitler. Same thing Stalin did in Russia. 
The playbook of the Democrates is the 
same. They will vet the soldiers. If they 
find you voted for Trumo, you will be 
dismissed as a violent white extremist. 
This is a force no longer to be used to 
defend our country from outside forces 
but against our own citizens.

Purge number 2. The elimination 
of all other parties. You see this hap-
pening in the propagandic media. All 
opponents are labeled now as white 
extremists, and must be censured or 
removed from office.  Indeed, the illegal 
impeachment process against Trump 
is being used exactly for this purpose. 
Impeach is supposed to be a mechanism 
to remove a “sitting president.” The 

words in the Constitution are pretty 
clear. It says “The President.” Trump 
is out of office, so he is no longer “The 
President.” He is now just a private cit-
izen. This is classic double speak by the 
socialist Democrats to put on a show 
to purge your choices in any future 
election.

Purge number 3. Eliminate free 
speech. The Democrats allied with 
Twitter, Facebook, and Google to shut 
down any dissent on their platforms. 
The Democrats claim that these entities 
are private and therefore cannot be gov-
ernment controlled. We who invented 
the internet. I’ll tell you who, the gov-
ernment. And what is the highway that 
it rides on? The telephone and cable 
wires along with the FCC regulated 
airwaves. These are on public land and 
thru our airspaces.  Look at your tele-
phone or cable bill. You pay taxes to the 
government for right to have this ser-
vice.  If you control the river, you can 
control the boats using it. Who is the 
river keeper? Well, that’s the Justice 

Department and that was corrupted 
during the Obama reign with good ole 
Joe in it. Have you heard a peep of any-
body wanting see Biden’s tax records? 
Is anybody looking to see if he paid 
takes on the money he got from China? 
Ou course not. The media and Justice 
dept have been told to stand down

How do they keep the populace in 
control? Fear and money. The fear is 
the Covid. When they have dopes like 
Har-Yarok around, that’s pretty easy. 
He will cry about how we are not doing 
enough and need tougher lock downs. I 
really like when they say “unnecessary 
deaths.”  So moronic! Death is a neces-
sary part of life. That’s nature’s way of 
controlling overpopulation.  Therefore, 
every death is necessary.  He chides 
us on not doing enough but says noth-
ing about the mass waves of undocu-
mented illegals that are flowing across 
our borders unchecked.  They are the 
super spreaders that will flow into 
your communities and infect everyone. 
Meanwhile you are forced to isolate.  If 

you don’t control your borders you can-
not control anything! Now comes the 
money. It goes like this: Take some of 
their rights, then give a stimulus check. 
Take some more rights, then give a 
stimulus check. Take some more rights, 
then give a stimulus check. Finally, 
when they have taken all your rights, 
no more checks. If you try to get your 
rights back, you’re an insurrectionist 
and subject to arrest.

 In the America I come from, you 
have the right to express yourself. I 
may not like what you say, but I will 
defend your right to say it with my life. 
I believe that America still beats in the 
heart of most people. All I got to say is, 
keep your guns [be]cause you’re going 
to need them in the future, when the 
people finally wake up and say enough 
is enough.

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

ROBILLARD
continued from page    A9

ATTORNEY

Law Office of Michelle M. Murray
General Practice Attorney with focus on:

Divorce • Custody • Estate Planning • Probate • Civil Litigation

508-885-4405
188 Main Street, Spencer / Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com

AttorneyMichelleMurray.com

Professional & Tax Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

INCOME TAX

All Your Accounting and Tax Preparation Needs

INDIVIDUALS
v Tax Returns

v Estate Planning

v Trusts

v Retirement Strategies

SMALL BUSINESSES
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whipped into a frenzy by the supposed-
ly vile and inciteful words the President 
had spoken just a few hours before. 

    At the time of this writing, two 
weeks have passed since the Capitol 
was compromised (in my opinion, it’s 
been that way for quite some time) and 
the Speaker of the House called for Vice 
President Mike Pence to invoke the 
25th Amendment. When he refused she, 
again, submitted an article of impeach-
ment. Now, it is up to the Senate to vote 
on whether the charge sticks this time, 
or to, once again, acquit. I could cite 
comments from dozens of Democrats of 
a truly incendiary rhetoric regarding 
President Trump and his supporters 
that have been made starting with the 
day he famously descended the escala-
tor. With late night hosts, Hollywood 
elite and the talking heads on the 
cable news channels all chiming in, 

they called his candidacy a joke. When, 
to their absolute horror, he defeated 
Hillary Clinton (have I mentioned her 
ricochet off of that infamous “glass ceil-
ing?”) their collective laughter ceased 
to exist and was replaced with calls for 
citizens to “create a crowd and push 
back on them.” Those words straight 
from the mouth of Maxine “Prune 
Face” Waters, when she urged her sup-
porters to single out Trump administra-
tion members in public. They labeled 
us as racists, bigots, and homophobes, 
and categorized us as deplorables. 
Throughout all those attacks, Donald 
Trump called us all, Americans.

    Joe Biden is now the occupant 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., and within 
hours of telling the American people 
that he will be a president for every-
one, he went to work signing execu-
tive orders that immediately put 11,000 
union workers out of a job by killing the 
Keystone Pipeline. He also has banned 
fracking and rejoined the Paris Climate 

Accord, so, enjoy that $2/gal gas while 
it’s here. “I’m from the government, 
and I’m here to help.” Well, Joe, if that 
is the type of President you are going to 
be for the American people then count 
me out. I do not require your brand 
of assistance. 75-plus-million other 
Americans feel the same way. If Trump 
can declare Mar-a-Largo a sovereign 
nation, you can bet that my family and 
I will scrape together every last cent we 
can shake out of the cushions to get in 
on that slice of Heaven! Quick question, 
why are troops being reinserted into 
Syria within 48 hours of the Democrats 
taking power? Food for thought.

    While the media and armchair econ-
omists were sounding the alarm of an 
impending recession during Trump’s 
Presidency, the likes of which never 
seen before, it didn’t happen. Now that 
Biden is making sure that anything 
which brought us prosperity and saved 
us from being dependent on other coun-
tries, the “incoming” recession that 

kept them all up at night over the last 
4 years, is now a sure thing. I’d love 
to place a bet with the Surreptitious 
Seven that, not only will we see higher 
costs across the board, but the current 
administration will blame all of these 
things on the “disastrous” policies of 
the Trump Administration. However, 
trying to collect my winnings from 
someone’s imagination may prove to be 
a difficult task.

    Thanks to President Trump, a 
spotlight was cast on Washington, D.C. 
and we got only a glimpse of the swamp 
creatures that have been lurking in 
the shadows. It’s going to take more 
than just one brave man to “drain the 
swamp”. Democrats currently hold a 
super majority, which is pretty fright-
ening, and if we cannot find at least one 
or two “friends” across the aisle to help 
keep the radicals in check, the next four 
years will feel like a lifetime. 

MATHEW HERHOLZ
SPENCER

HERHOLZ
continued from page    A9

beyond anything rational, and cam-
paign spending and fund raising, which 
starts minutes after being elected (are 
you seeing it now).  

We should have term limits, we 
should finance campaigns, we should 
pay officials better.  I think a million 
dollars a year reasonable if it gets us 
better help. For those who think with 
holding their pay makes sense, consid-
er what they might get, and maybe some 
do, for influence peddling. Remember, 
we are talking about people who were 
overspending in trillions long before 
the pandemic

Today, we see people in bad straights, 
a thoroughly botched pandemic 
response, and,, yes we must now sign 
on with a new administration and bite 
the bullet and spend, so that there is 
something to build on when the dust 
clears.. This won’t necessarily make 
us great, but it will make America 
America again 

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

KIMBALL
continued from page    A9

In 2020, the Democratic party was run-
ning a presidential campaign that by all 
accounts it should win. The incumbent 
president lost the popular vote in 2016. 
The incumbent president never had 
a positive approval rating during his 
entire presidency, peaking at 49 per-
cent (two termers such as Reagan in 
contrast peaked at 71 percent, Clinton 
73 percent, Obama 67 percent). The 
Democratic nominee had a continuous 
lead in polls over the incumbent during 
the entire election cycle – a 3.5-point 
lead at a minimum and 9.4pt lead on 
the eve of the election. This was clearly 
an election that anyone would expect 

the Democratic challenger, Joe Biden 
to win.

Joe Biden chose Kamala Harris as 
his running mate, and she was hardly 
an issue. For the first time a woman of 
color was chosen as VP. A woman was 
chosen not as a “Hail Mary” but as the 
choice of a candidate who expected to 
win. It should be noted once again that 
the Biden-Harris ticket won and the 
Trump-Pence ticket lost. That can’t be 
said enough...  

Kamala Harris was sworn in as our 
49th Vice President. Herstory has been 
made!  

Congratulations, Madame Vice 
President.

Esther Cohen
West Brookfield

COHEN
continued from page    A8
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PUBLIC HEARING
The West Brookfield Water Depart-
ment is having a public hearing on Feb. 
4, 2021 on the updating of the West 
Brookfield Water Department Rules 
& Regulations, and rate increase, to 
obtain a copy of proposed updates, 
please call (508) 867-1421 Ext. 8 or 
Ext. 306 office to be mailed a copy of 
planned updates and rate increase or 
Town Clerks office to review updates 
during regular office hours. Proposed 
updates will take effect immediately. 
The West Brookfield Water Department 
hearing is in the Town Hall, 2 East Main 
Street, in the Great Hall, West Brook-
field, Massachusetts 01585 on Feb. 4, 
2021 at 10:00a.m. Any Person wishing 
to be heard and have discussion on 
the proposed updates should appear 
at the time and place designated.
Respectfully Submitted
The West Brookfield Water Depart-
ment
Board of Water Commissioners
Robert E. Benson - Chairman
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021

PUBLIC HEARING
The North Brookfield Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, February 17, 2021 at 7:15PM at 
the Police Station meeting room, 55 
School St. to consider the application 
of CMG Engineering/C.C.S. Realty 
LLC for a convenience store/gas sta-
tion proposed for 192/206 North Main 
St. per zoning bylaw Section IV. C. b. 
and E. and Section VI. G. 2. a. Any 
person interested in this proposal is in-
vited to attend this hearing. Copies of 
plans and project application for a spe-
cial permit and site plan review are on 
file at the office of the Town Clerk, 215 
North Main St., North Brookfield, MA.
William King, Chair 
Planning Board 
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021

Brookfield Planning Board
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M. G. L., Chapter 
40A, and the provisions of the Brook-
field Zoning Bylaws Section 4.D, Use 
Regulation Table 6.c; Section 8.C., Site 
Plan Approval; and Section 12.C., Spe-
cial Permits; the Brookfield Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on an 
application for the construction and op-
eration of a commercial Fuel Storage 
Facility (propane) in on property owned 
by TCP Realty, LLC, 37 Hook Street, 
Southbridge, and located at 14 Post 
Road, in a Business “A” District.
The public hearing will take place on 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 via 
Zoom, starting at 6:30 p.m. or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard. To attend 
online or via telephone, go to the Plan-
ning Board page at www.mytowngov-
ernment.org/01506.
Note: The Town Hall is currently closed 
to the public. A copy of the application 
and site plan may be inspected at the 
office of the Town Clerk at Brookfield 
Town Hall by appointment; call (508) 
867-2930, ext. 12 or (508) 867-5500. 
Masks are required.

Sharon Ma-
honey,Chair

Brookfield Planning Board
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Teresa Johnson and 
Phyllis Schoof to “MERS”, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
a separate corporation that is acting 
solely as nominee for GreenPoint Mort-
gage Funding, Inc., “Lender”; and its 
successors and assigns dated April 24, 
2007 and recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 41306, Page 356, as 
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage 
dated October 26, 2011 and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds, in Book 48090, 

Page 120 and as assigned by Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated November 
20, 2015 and recorded recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds, in Book 54663, 
Page 74, and assigned by Assignment 
of Mortgage dated July 6, 2017 and re-
corded in Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds, in Book 
57379, Page 185, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present hold-
er, for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 10:00 AM, on February 
12, 2021, on the premises known as 
115 Charlton Road, Spencer, Mas-
sachusetts, the premises described 
in said mortgage, together with all the 
rights, easements, and appurtenances 
thereto, to wit:
A certain tract of land on the easterly 
side of the Charlton Road, Route 31; 
in Spencer, Worcester County, Mas-
sachusetts being shown as a parcel 
of land entitled “Norman S. Kenward 
(sic), et ux, September 12, 1972, 
Reney Bros. Inc. Registered Engineers 
and Surveyors, Worcester, Massachu-
setts” which plan is recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
in Plan Book 370, Plan 84 and which 
property is more particularly bounded 
and described as follows:
Beginning at the southwesterly corner 
thereof, which point is in the easterly 
line of said Charlton Road, Route 31, 
and which point is the northwesterly 
corner of land now or formerly of Ea-
ton;
Thence N. 05˚ 44’ 05” E., 376.6 feet 
+1- along said Charlton Road, Route 
31, to a point at land now or formerly 
of Hamelin;
Thence S. 84˚ 16’ 00” E., 155.2 feet 
along said Hamelin land to a point at 
land now or formerly of Myron H. Sib-
ley;
Thence S. 11˚ 09’ 00” W., along said 
Sibley land to a point at land now or for-
merly of Eaton; Thence N. 84˚ 16’ 00” 
W., along said Eaton land to the point 
of beginning.
Granting the right of way to take water 
for ordinary household purposes from 
a spring on Myron Sibley’s land lying 
easterly of the granted premises; and 
subject to the restriction that the grant-
ees premises and the adjoining land of 
Myron H. Sibley.
Being the same premises conveyed as 
described in a deed epm (sic) Harold 
E. Tousignan and Marian L. Cutter to 
Alfred E. Deschamps dated September 
30, 1991 recorded with the Worces-
ter District Registry of Deeds in Book 
13682, Page 239. See also deed from 
Irene R. Kenward to Harold E. Tousig-
nan and Marian L. Cutter dated July 
31, 1980 and recorded in said Deeds 
in Book 13616, Page 27 regarding wa-
ter rights. 
Conveyed with an easement to main-
tain an existing barn on land of Myron 
W. Sibley as recited in a deed from Har-
old E. Tousignan and Marian L. Cutter 
by deed of Myron W. Sibley dated Sep-
tember 26, 1991 and recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13682, Page 327. 
Terms of Sale: These premises are be-
ing sold subject to any and all unpaid 
real estate taxes, water rates, munic-
ipal charges and assessments, con-
dominium charges, expenses, costs, 
and assessments, if applicable, federal 
tax liens, partition wall rights, statutes, 
regulations, zoning, subdivision con-
trol, or other municipal ordinances or 
bylaws respecting land use, configu-
ration, building or approval, or bylaws, 
statutes or ordinances regarding the 
presence of lead paint, asbestos or 
other toxic substances, sanitary codes, 
housing codes, tenancy, and , to the 
extent that they are recorded prior to 
the above mortgage, any easements, 
rights of way, restrictions, confirmation 
or other matters of record.
Purchaser shall also bear all state and 
county deeds excise tax. The deposit 
of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or 
bank or certified check at the time and 
place of the sale, with the balance of 
the purchase price to be paid by bank 

or certified check within forty-five (45) 
days after the date of the sale, to be 
deposited in escrow with Guaetta and 
Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, 
Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massa-
chusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default in 
purchasing the within described prop-
erty according to the terms of this No-
tice of Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale executed at the 
time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the proper-
ty by foreclosure deed to the second 
highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next 
highest bidders, providing that said bid-
der shall deposit with said attorney, the 
amount of the required deposit as set 
forth herein within five (5) business 
days after written notice of the default 
of the previous highest bidder.
Other terms, if any, are to be an-
nounced at the sale.
Dated: January 15, 2021
Present holder of said mortgage
MTGLQ Investors, L.P.
by its Attorneys
Guaetta and Benson, LLC
Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire
P.O. Box 519
Chelmsford, MA 01824
January 22, 2021, January 29, 2021 
and February 5, 2021 
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021
February 5, 2021

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Raymond W. Clinton and 
Nancy L. Lewis to “MERS”, Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
a separate corporation that is acting 
solely as nominee for NE Moves Mort-
gage, LLC, “Lender” and its succes-
sors and assigns dated August 27, 
2007 and recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 41710, Page 167, as 
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage 
dated February 6, 2013 and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds, Book 50467, 
Page 299 and as assigned by Assign-
ment of Mortgage dated June 26, 2017 
and recorded in Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds, 
Book 58403, Page 68 Assignment dat-
ed January 7, 2019 and recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds, Book 59913, Page 
115 and as assigned by Assignment of 
Mortgage dated April 4, 2019 and re-
corded in Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds, Book 
60246, Page 240 and as assigned by 
Corrective Assignment of Mortgage 
dated May 29, 2019 and recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds, Book 60492, Page 
44 of which mortgage the undersigned 
is the present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same will be 
sold at Public Auction at 11:00 AM, 
on February 12,  2021, on the prem-
ises known as 40 Ash Street, Spen-
cer, Massachusetts, the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, together with 
all the rights, easements, and appurte-
nances thereto, to wit:
The land in Spencer, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, with the build-
ings thereon, on the west side of Ash 
Street in said Spencer, bounded and 
described as follows:
BEGINNING at the northeast corner 
thereof on the west side of Ash Street;
Thence southerly by said street about 
82 feet to the center of a brook;
Thence westerly by the center of said 
brook about 90.0 feet;
Thence northerly by a fence about 
96.0 feet, the last two courses being 
by land conveyed to Charles Perron;
Thence easterly by land now or for-
merly of George Walker about 86.0 
feet to the place of beginning.
Being the same premises conveyed 
to the mortgagors by deed dated 
August 22, 2007 and recorded with the 

Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
herewith in Book 41710 Page 165.
Terms of Sale: These premises are 
being sold subject to any and all unpaid 
real estate taxes, water rates, munici-
pal charges and assessments, condo-
minium charges, expenses, costs, and 
assessments, if applicable, federal tax 
liens, partition wall rights, statutes, 
regulations, zoning, subdivision con-
trol, or other municipal ordinances or 
bylaws respecting land use, configu-
ration, building or approval, or bylaws, 
statutes or ordinances regarding the 
presence of lead paint, asbestos or 
other toxic substances, sanitary codes, 
housing codes, tenancy, and , to the 
extent that they are recorded prior to 
the above mortgage, any easements, 
rights of way, restrictions, confirmation 
or other matters of record.
Purchaser shall also bear all state and 
county deeds excise tax. The deposit 
of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash 
or bank or certified check at the time 
and place of the sale, with the balance 
of the purchase price to be paid by 
bank or certified check within forty-five 
(45) days after the date of the sale, to 
be deposited in escrow with Guaetta 
and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton 
Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default in 
purchasing the within described prop-
erty according to the terms of this 
Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale executed at the 
time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the property 
by foreclosure deed to the second 
highest bidder or, thereafter, to the 
next highest bidders, providing that 
said bidder shall deposit with said 
attorney, the amount of the required 
deposit as set forth herein within five 
(5) business days after written notice 
of the default of the previous highest 
bidder.
Other terms, if any, are to be announced 
at the sale.
Dated:  January 15, 2021
Present holder of said mortgage
NewRez LLC f/k/a New Penn Financial, 
LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing
by its Attorneys
Guaetta and Benson, LLC
Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire
P.O. Box 519
Chelmsford, MA 01824
January 22, 2021
January 29, 2021
February 5, 2021

Town of Spencer 
Request for Proposals (RFP) 
For  Permit System Software 

& Implementation 
The Town of Spencer, acting through 
its Town Administrator, is soliciting 
proposals from qualified vendors to 
provide licensing, permitting and work 
order software for use in multiple Town 
departments. Software will effectively 
and efficiently implement and manage 
the various licenses and permits is-
sued across town departments. It will 
streamline the application and tracking 
of a license or permit. The software will 
have mobile capabilities and be hosted 
on the cloud. The work order compo-
nent will offer seamless public and de-
partment interaction on an issue. 
The RFP will be available electronically 
in the Office of the Town Administra-
tor on Monday, February 1, 2021. Re-
quests to receive a copy may be initi-
ated by calling 508-885-7500 ext. 155 
or by emailing tgregory@spencerma.
gov. To be considered, proposals must 
be received in the Office of the Town 
Administrator, 157 Main Street, Spen-
cer, MA 01562 no later than Tuesday, 
February 16, 2021 at 11:00 AM. 
The Town of Spencer reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals, and to 
waive informalities when in the opinion 
of the Chief Procurement Officer it is in 
the Town’s best interest. 
January 29, 2021

LEGALS

presently ensconced on that bus. I’ve 
told you people before: working/mid-
dle class, “real” Americans--of any race, 
either sex, age, or life experience--are 
simply the best, the most genuine and 
compassionate people America has to 
offer.

Disembarking the bus at the beauti-
ful Union Station, we walked quietly 
through the D.C. streets in the cold dark-
ness for a couple miles to the Washington 
Monument. As the day broke and we 
looked around, the sight of hundreds of 
thousands of our brothers and sisters 
from all corners of our beloved coun-
try streaming into the area with their 
tens of thousands of flags and signs was 
as electrifyingly exhilarating as any-
thing I’ve ever witnessed. The fatigue 
of the previous 24-hour lack of sleep was 
washed away in an instant. We were 
with our people!

And who were “our people?” Although 
the large preponderance of the throng 

were at first blush white working/mid-
dle class Americans, it soon became 
apparent many other types of citizens 
had shown up. There were hundreds of 
Chinese Christians circulating through 
the crowds soliciting petition signa-
tures in opposition to the CCP (Chinese 
Communist Party). They had come down 
from New York City to bear witness 
against the horrors of communism from 
which they had fled, and they were vocif-
erously supportive of President Trump. 
They were disbelieving that their new 
country--the land of the free--could possi-
bly be going down the same totalitarian 
path as that of the land of their birth.

Then we began noticing hundreds of 
yellow flags with three narrow hori-
zontal red stripes. People were asking, 
“What’s that flag?” It was, of course, the 
ill-fated banner of the Republic of South 
Vietnam which, unhappily, went out 
of existence in 1975. Like the Chinese 
who had materialized to warn of the hid-
eous dangers of communism, so, too, had 
the Vietnamese come to implore their 
American countrymen to wake the hell 
up and apply the brakes to this nation-

al train hurtling down the mountain 
to certain destruction once it hits the 
metaphorical trestle hopelessly weak-
ened by Democrat/socialist/communist 
saboteurs.

We saw “African-Americans for 
Trump”, “Hispanics for Trump”, 
“Iranians for Trump”, “Jews for 
Trump”, “Asians for Trump”, and other 
groups (farmers, veterans, union people, 
etc)---all proclaiming their support for 
the President and America with their 
signs and flags. It was a beautiful thing 
to see.

For six to seven hours, we stood there 
unable to move in any direction due 
to the press of the crowd, but the time 
flew as the various speakers pounded 
the themes we had come to support: free 
and fair elections; exposure of the crooks 
from both parties who had denied us our 
hard-fought and honestly-won victory; 
and, in general, a hymn of praise and 
thanksgiving for America and all she 
has meant to us throughout our lives.

When President Trump spoke--which 
we watched via a jumbotron as he was 
speaking from about a mile away--I 

watched and listened with rapt attention 
as he methodically and comprehensive-
ly laid out the case for concluding the 
election was clearly stolen in those six 
controversial, sorry, crooked states. I 
sensed this was going to be an historic 
moment, and was grateful for the oppor-
tunity to have been able to be there to 
witness it. 

In his closing, the President asked us 
to take a stroll down the broad avenues 
leading to the Capitol (Pennsylvania 
and Constitution) to “peacefully and 
patriotically” let our voices be heard 
by those on the inside, especially the 
Republicans and Vice President Pence, 
who would be debating the relative mer-
its of the electoral votes submitted by 
those states in question. Got that, you 
liberals? “Peacefully and patriotically” 
petition the government just as the First 
Amendment guarantees free Americans 
the right to do? Unlike, surely, the way 
your side besieged the U.S. Supreme 
Court with a violent disruption during 
the Kavanaugh hearings, or the attack 

MCRAE
continued from page    A9

Turn To MCRAE page     A17



14  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, January 29, 2021

OBITUARIES
Johnny Blanton Jr, 65

BROOKFIELD- Johnny Blanton Jr, 
65, passed away on January 19, 2021 
in the comfort of his home.  Johnny 
passed from a fast but courageous 

battle with pancre-
atic cancer.  Johnny 
graduated class of 73 
from Tantasqua High 
school. 

He was a basketball 
player throughout his 
high school years.  He 
was also an avid hock-
ey player and fan well 

into his adult life. Johnny worked for 
many years at WD Matthews where he 
was loved by all that came in contact 
with him.

He enjoyed the outdoors and was a 
lifetime member of the Spencer Fish 
and Game club. Johnny was also a lover 
of animals. He was also a proud Free 
Mason. Johnny loved being around to 
help the area youth.  He was a coach for 
many years in multiple sports, hockey, 
baseball, softball, and basketball.

He dedicated many hours to Spencer 
Fish and Game’s fishing derbies over 
the years. Johnny will be lovingly 
missed by his son Johnny Blanton III, 

and his wife Elizabeth of Spencer MA, 
his three sisters Rosemary Lozeau, and 
her husband Bill of New Ipswich, New 
Hampshire, Patricia Duhamel and her 
husband Dave of Charlton, MA, and 
Darlene King of East Brookfield, MA. 
He leaves his extended grandchildren 
Faith, the littlest Tom, and Skylar. His 
loving companion Donna Gorman. 
He leaves many nieces and nephews, 
extended family and friends. 

The family would like to say thank 
you to Beacon Hospice for their compas-
sion during this process. 

A graveside service for Johnny was 
held on Friday, January 22, 2021 at 
11AM in Brookfield Cemetery. The fam-
ily will host a Celebration of Life for 
Johnny during the summer months. 
For those planning to attend the funeral 
service we would ask that if you have 
New England Sports Team attire that 
you wear it as Johnny was a true fan 
especially of the Bruins.

In lieu of flowers, the family would ask 
that you make a donation to the Second 
Chance Animal Shelter PO Box 136 
E.Brookfield, MA.01515. Arrangements 
are under the care of Pillsbury Funeral 
Home 3 west Brookfield Rd Brookfield.

Lillian R. Davenport,88
AUBURN- Lillian R. (Johnson) 

Davenport,88, of Pakachoag Village, 
died Saturday, Jan. 23 
at Beaumont Rehab 
& Skilled Nursing in 
Northbridge.

She was the wife of 
Albert Davenport Sr. 
who died in 2017. She 
leaves her daughters 
Anna Smith and her 

spouse Brian Moore of Shrewsbury, 
Margaret Klosek and her husband 
William of Leicester and Kathlen Garrity 
and her husband Robert of Barre, a son 
Francis Davenport and his wife Tracy 
of Leicester, 13 grandchildren, 5 great 
grandchildren, several nieces and neph-
ews. She is predeceased by a son Albert 
J. Davenport, Jr., a daughter Daryl A. 
Tinnerholm, brothers Charles, Robert 
and Thomas Johnson, two sisters Ruth 

and Ivy Johnson.
Born in Worcester, she was the 

daughter of Winslow and Mae (Davey) 
Davenport. 

Lillian worked at 
Millbrook Distributors for many years, 
prior to her retirement. She enjoyed 
playing bingo, listening to music and 
spending time with her “grand dogs”.

Private graveside services were held 
in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Leicester. 

Please omit flowers, contributions may 
be made to Leicester Food Pantry, 759 
Main St. Leicester, Ma., 01524. MORIN 
FUNERAL HOME, 1131 Main St., 
Leicester is directing arrangements for 
the family.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Stanley W. Nussey, 82
SPENCER- Stanley W. Nussey, 82 

died Saturday, January 23 in Heywood 
Hospital after being stricken ill.

 His wife Annette 
R. (St. Germain) 
Nussey died in 2008. 
He leaves two sons; 
Michael W. Nussey 
and his wife Linda of 
Charlton and Daniel 
D. Nussey of Spencer, 
a daughter Marlene 
A. Grigarauskas and 
her husband Robert of 
Spencer, seven grand-
children; Amy Nussey, 
Amanda Starr, 
Patrick, Christopher 
& Brian Nussey, 
Ryan Grigarauskas 
and Julie Derosier, 
10 great grandchil-

dren; Derek, Peyton, Parker, Sophia, 
Mason, Gavin, Lena, Liam, Annabelle 
and Beau, two brothers; Donald Nussey 
and his wife Nancy and David Nussey 
and his wife Diane of Spencer, a sis-
ter Mareita Lanagan and her husband 
John of Bradenton, FL and his long-

time companion and caretaker Sylvia 
Lemerise and several nieces and neph-
ews. He was predeceased by a sister 
Shirley Rose and his faithful dog Max.

Stanley was born in Worcester, son of 
William and Evelyn (Pettie) Nussey. He 
served his country in the United States 
Navy. He was a bricklayer for 33 years 
with the Local 6 Chapter 1 Bricklayers 
Union retiring in 2000. He enjoyed 
rebuilding his Mustang, gardening, 
playing Keno and scratch tickets. He 
loved to travel with his wife especial-
ly to Mexico, going snowmobiling and 
spending as much time as they could at 
their home in Maine.

A funeral service with COVID 19 
precautions, masks and social distanc-
ing was held on Thursday, January 
28 at 11:00 AM in J. HENRI MORIN & 
SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple Terr., 
Spencer. Burial followed in Worcester 
County Memorial Park, Paxton. A call-
ing hour preceded the service from 
10:00-11:00 AM. In lieu of flowers memo-
rial donations may be made to Second 
Chance Animal Services, Inc., P.O. Box 
136, East Brookfield, MA 01515.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

FITCHBURG — Fitchburg State 
University President Richard S. Lapidus 
has announced the students who quali-
fied for inclusion on the Dean’s List for 
the Fall 2020 semester. 

A student is placed on the Dean’s List 
for the semester if an average grade 
of 3.20 or better is attained, and the 
student is attending the university full 
time. 

Fitchburg State University enrolls 
7,000 day and evening students in more 
than 50 programs of study. The univer-
sity was established in 1894. 

 
Auburn 

Breanna R. Benoit Gianna M. Bernier 
Ayva J. Borelli Nicole A. Fancy Emma 
M. Ganley Cameron J. McGrath Riley 
J. Millay 

Blackstone 
Claire A. Collins Isaiah R. Trumble 
Charlton 
Avalon M. Huber Jonathan M. Leduc 
Douglas 
Ashley E. Deluca Sarah A. Haire 

Aubrey M. Harris Ryan M. Stickney 
Kosmo J. Symock 

Dudley 
Hannah M. Volpe 
Groton 
Anthony M. De Freitas Matthew S. 

Gingras Brecken R. Gingras Jodice 
Zachary X. Harrison Heather K. Holmes 

Jared R. Lelievre Brittney A. Mattson 
Curtis J. Monahan Mishayla S. Silver 
Andrew J. Wilson 

Holland 
Angela G. Gonzalez Sarina J. Johnson 
Northbridge 
Chrissa A. Gannon Elijah V. Perron 

Gabrielle K. Perron Susan M. Timmons 
Oxford 
Suzannah R. Lambert Kaylyn N. 

Violette 
Southbridge 
Gynariss G. Colon-

Morales Joseph R. Postale 

Ryan P. Pratt 
Spencer 
Sarah E. Jewell Kathleen V. Ricard 
Sutton 
Abigayle K. Menzdorf 
Uxbridge 
Lorenzo G. Demalia Kailyn M. 

Lachapelle Neve E. Palmieri Katyana 
M. Russin 

W Brookfield 
Hannah J. Niemiec 
Webster 
Sophia M. Gardner Brandyn J. 

Geldart Madison T. Podedworny 
Isabelle M. Sargent Elliot A. Zopatti 

FITCHBURG — Fitchburg State 
University President Richard S. Lapidus 
has announced the names of students 
included on the President’s List for the 
Fall 2020 semester.

The President’s List honors students 
for consistently high academic achieve-
ment. A student is named to the list 
after achieving a 3.75 average in each of 
three successive semesters.

Fitchburg State University enrolls 
7,000 day and evening students in more 
than 50 programs of study. The univer-
sity was established in 1894.

Auburn 
Nicholas D. Bisceglia Jessilyn S. 

Collette Sophia L. Laperle Mary G. 

Leufstedt 
Dudley 
Jillian E. Laabs 
North Oxford 
Jared S. Orrell 
Oxford 
Bridget L. Richardson 
Southbridge 
Fintan D. Neff 
Spencer 
Brittney A. Dube Lauryn M. Hines 
Sutton 
Samantha K. Beauchamp 
W Brookfield 
Chase W. Carlson 
Webster 
Nichole M. Lambert 

BRISTOL, R.I. — Select students have 
been named to the Fall 2020 Dean’s List 
at Roger Williams University in Bristol, 
R.I. Full-time students who complete 12 
or more credits per semester and earn 
a GPA of 3.4 or higher are placed on the 
Dean’s List that semester. The following 
students have earned this achievement:

Nathan Barley of West Brookfield
Andrew Carlson of Leicester
Ryan Greaney of Leicester
Daniel Griffiths of Leicester
About RWU
With campuses on the coast of Bristol 

and in the heart of Providence, R.I., 
Roger Williams University is a for-

ward-thinking private university com-
mitted to strengthening society through 
engaged teaching and learning. At RWU, 
small classes, direct access to faculty 
and guaranteed opportunity for real-
world projects ensure that its nearly 
4,000 undergraduates - along with hun-
dreds of law students, graduate students 
and adult learners - graduate with the 
ability to think critically along with the 
practical skills that today’s employers 
demand. Roger Williams is leading the 
way in American higher education, con-
fronting the most pressing issues facing 
students and families - increasing costs, 
rising debt and job readiness.

Students named to Dean’s List at Fitchburg State

Students named to 
President’s List at 

Fitchburg State

Roger Williams 
University announces 
Fall 2020 Dean’s List

How valuable is your antique painting?
We often find antique 

paintings in the New 
England estates that 
we handle. Prices vary 
greatly, as some paint-
ings are worth little 
while others can be 
quite valuable. This 
column will offer tips 
to determine if that 
painting on your wall 
will help you with your 
retirement fund.

The first thing you 
should do is check to 
see if what you have 
is an actual painting. 
Prints can often look 
like paintings to the naked eye. 
If you check your piece with a 
magnifying glass, you may find 
dots, the Ⓒ copyright mark and 
other indications that it is just a 
print. You may also see a number 
such as 246/500 signed in pencil 
along with the artist name. These 
markings are seen on limited edi-
tion prints or AP (artist proof) 
prints. They have some value, 
but typically are not as valuable 
as an original painting. There 
are exceptions though. Nearly 
20 years ago, we sold a group of 
prints that were signed by Andy 

Warhol. They brought 
around $500 then and 
may be worth even more 
if they were auctioned 
today.

If you are certain you 
have a painting, there 
are other things you 
can check for or you 
can ask someone more 
knowledgeable to help 
you check it. Look at the 
painting detail. Do the 
details, such as hands in 
a portrait or items in the 
background of a scene, 
look like they are paint-
ed well? Try to estimate 

the age by examining the frame. If 
it is in an antique gold leaf frame, 
the painting could very well have 
been done in the 19th century. 
Also examine what material it 
was painted on.  If the painting 
is on canvas, turn it around and 
check to see if the canvas has 
the discoloration that you would 
expect with an older painting. 
Paintings on canvas are typically 
more valuable than those painted 
on board. Oil paintings typically 
bring more than watercolors or 
pastels. 

The subject matter also makes 

a difference in value. An artist 
may be well known for their sea-
scapes, but they could have also 
painted portraits or landscapes. 
The paintings that they special-
ized in are typically more valu-
able. Painting size is also import-
ant. Some painting appraisals are 
based on the price per square inch. 
Condition is another important 
factor. Holes, tears and repairs 
will detract from value. The prov-
enance (definition according to 
Merriam Webster: “the history 
of ownership of a valued object 
or work of art or literature”) is 
important with paintings, as 
with other antiques. We sold an 
abstract painting by a French art-
ist at one of our auctions. The 
winning bidder asked for the fam-
ily name from the estate who con-
signed it so that he could track the 
provenance of the painting and 
prove it was original. 

Lastly, look for the name of 
the artist and see if it is dated. 
When you have the artist name 
you can look it up in Davenport’s 
Art Reference and Price Guide 
or an online database. Paintings 
that we found in local estates 
have brought five figures at auc-
tion. There are plenty more in 

this area that could bring six or 
seven figures.  If you have a valu-
able painting, you can sell it and 
always replace the space on the 
wall with a reasonably priced lim-
ited-edition print.

Our current online auction fea-
tures paintings by well-known 
equestrian artist Fay Moore from 
her estate. Bidding ends Feb. 
17. We will soon be running our 
next auction of antique, vintage 
and more recent toy vehicles and 
trains. We continue to accept 
quality consignments of gold jew-

elry, sterling silver, paintings, 
coins, and better collectibles such 
as 1960s and earlier comic books 
and baseball cards for that sale. 
Keep watching www.centralmas-
sauctions.com for more details on 
upcoming events.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central 
Mass Auctions for Antique 
Auctions, Estate Sales and 
Appraisal Services www.central-
massauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES 

& ESTATES
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Spencer Police
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13
12:02 a.m.: medical/general (Cherry 

Street); 12:23-12:52 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 2:22 a.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), Worcester PD 
bolo; 3:15 a.m.: medical/general (West 
Main Street); 4:25 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Mechanic Street); 5:22 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Church Street), dog bite; 
9:41 a.m.: mv lockout (Templet Street), 
assisted; 10:39 a.m.: medical/overdose 
(Church Street); 10:48 a.m.: medical/
general (Vine Street); 12:23 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Mechanic Street); 2:06 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), info 
given; 2:58 p.m.: disturbance (Mechanic 
Street), dog issue, threats from neigh-
bor; 3:53 p.m.: disturbance (MainStreet), 
unwanted party; 5:27 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), East Brookfield PD 
bolo; 7:23 p.m.: 911 call (Linden Street), 
non-emergency; 8:07 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Lloyd Dyer Drive), assisted; 9:01 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Howe Village), referred; 9:19 
p.m.: medical/general (Cottage Street); 
(Total daily mv stops – 2).

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14
12:36 a.m.: parking violations/2 (Elm, 

Mechanic streets), tickets issued; 12:45 
a.m.: building checked, secure; 12:58 
a.m.: parking violation (Pearl Street), 
ticket issued; 2:36 a.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), Harrington CT down; 
8:56 a.m.: medical/general (Cottage 
Street); 10:21 a.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 11:15 
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
LTC change of address; 1:46 p.m.: 
restraining order service(West Main 
Street); 2:42 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Maple Street), re: tenant’s cats; 3:37 
p.m.: 911 call (Woodside Road), acci-
dental; 5:11 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), open line; 5:53 p.m.: DPW call 
(North Spencer Road), icy conditions; 
5:59 p.m.: medical/general (Hastings 
Road); 6:21 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), box in road; 7:24 p.m.: residen-
tial alarm (Wilson Avenue), services 
rendered; 7:42 p.m.: medical/general 
(Valley Street); 8:23 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Cranberry Lane); 8:27 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Pleasant Street), escort to for-
mer residence; 10:09 p.m.: disturbance 
(Prospect Street), noise complaint; 11:14 
p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), errat-
ic operator: (Total daily mv stops – 4).

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
12:16 a.m.: building checked, secure; 

12:32-12:43 a.m.: parking violations/2 
(Pearl, Main streets), tickets issued; 1:03 
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
Sturbridge PD bolo; 2:51 a.m.: residen-
tial fire (Leon Drive), referred; 3:37 
a.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Brookfield PD bolo; 5:45 a.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 6:11 a.m.: 
medical/general (Church Street); 10:35 
a.m.: DPW call (Bixby Road), water 
issue; 10:35 a.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 10:44 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Maple Street); 11:06 a.m.: 
building checked, secure; 11:35 a.m.: 
restraining order service (Main Street); 
11:39 a.m.: DPW call (West Main Street), 
low-hanging wire; 11:43 a.m.: distur-
bance (Howe Village), noise complaint; 
12:03 p.m..: 911 call (Clark Road), re: 
Rx refill; 12:35 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Main Street), investigated; 12:46 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Pleasant Street), theft 
from account; 1:55 p.m.: mv repossessed 
(Wall Street), info taken; 3:04 p.m.: 
elderly matter (Main Street), welfare 
check; 4:13 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), debris in intersection; 4:14 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
4:17 p.m..: fraud (Howe Village), SS 
scam call; 4:19 p.m.: suspicious per-
son (Northwest Road), investigated; 
4:42 p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 5:13 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), North Brookfield PD bolo; 
5:35 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 5:55 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Howe Village), referred; 
6:56 p.m.: disturbance (Borkum Road), 

unwanted parties; 7:13 p.m.: medical/
general (Sherwood Drive); 9:26 p.m.: 
medical/general (Point Eastalee Drive); 
9:30 p.m.: parking complaint (Charron 
Street), mv blocking spot; (Total daily 
mv stops – 5).

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
1:59-2:03 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:37 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Chickering Road), services rendered; 
10:26 a.m.: animal complaint (Pleasant 
Street), loose dog; 11:31 a.m.: sex offend-
er registration (West Main Street), 
assisted; 12:28 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), info requested; 12:43 
p.m.: officer wanted (Pleasant Street), 
poss. restraining order violation; 2:06 
p.m.: parking complaint (Pleasant 
Street), truck on sidewalk; 2:18 p.m.: 
911 call (South Spencer Road), misdial; 
2:46 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
piece of metal fell  off mv; 2:52 p.m.: 
disturbance (Northwest Road), gun-
shots heard; 3:13 p.m.: officer wanted 
(R. Jones Road), info taken; 3:35 p.m.: 
mv lockout (Main Street), assisted; 3:46 
p.m.: RV complaint (South Spencer 
Road), ATV speeding on trail; 4:36 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Lyford Road), gate left 
open; 4:38 p.m.: medical/general (Clark 
Road); 5:52 p.m.: vandalism (Main 
Street), car keyed; 6:10 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 6:39 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), accidental; 8:19 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 8:37 p.m.: 
lost/found (Main Street), bank card 
found; 9:30 p.m.: 911 call (Sherwood 
Drive), accidental; 10;07 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 10:53 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Pond Street); (Total daily 
mv stops – 0).

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17
1:24 a.m.: building checked, secure; 

sometime between 2:59-8:00 a.m.: entire 
incident, including time, redacted from 
police log; 9:02 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Main Street), services rendered; 9:27 
a.m.: officer wanted (Howe Village), 
req. info; 9:38 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Hastings Road), services rendered; 9:45 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), fail-
ure to pay for cigarettes; 10:23 a.m.: 
medical/general (Pleasant Street); 
10:39 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), mv damaged by door; 10:57 a.m.: 
medical/general (Grove Street); 12:02 
p.m.: medical/general (Grove Street); 
12:38 p.m.: school alarm (Lake Street), 
services rendered; 1:22 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 3:00 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (North Spencer Road), one 
patron bothering another; 3:26 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Greenville Street), wel-
fare check; 3:52 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 7:29 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Main Street), noise com-
plaint; 8:23 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 11:02 p.m.: disturbance (Bixby 
Road), unruly female; (Total daily mv 
stops – 0).

MONDAY, JANUARY 18
12:48 a.m.: building checked, secure; 

12:49 a.m.: suspicious mv (West Main 
Street), investigated; between 12:49-3:17 
a.m.: entire incident, including time, 
redacted from police log; 3:18 a.m.: 
building checked, secure; 5:00 a.m.: fire 
alarm (Cherry Street), referred; 7:44 
a.m.: disabled mv (Pleasant Street), 
assisted; 8:15 a.m.: sex offender reg-
istration (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 8:38 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 9:06 a.m.: DPW call (Northwest 
Road), low-hanging power lines; 11:00 
a.m.: medical/general (Sunberg Road); 
11:31 a.m.: lost/found (West Main 
Street), purse/keys found; 12:22 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Chestnut Street), 
investigated; 12:26 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); 12:45 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); between 4:00-4:35 
p.m.: entire incident, including time, 
redacted from police log; 4:35 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Spring Street), spoken to; 
4:39 p.m.: medical/general (Jolicoeur 
Avenue); 6:05 p.m.: residential fire 
(Hastings Road), referred; 8:18 p.m.: 911 
call (Smithville Road), hang-up; 9:22 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
Charlton PD bolo; 9:34 p.m.: suspicious 

mv (High Street), investigated; 10:07 
p.m.: building checked, secure; (Total 
daily mv stops – 1).

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19
12:38-12:39 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:46 a.m.: parking violation 
(Mechanic Street), ticket issued; 
3:43 a.m.: suspicious persons (South 
Spencer Road), investigated; 3:47-
4:18 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
4:19 a.m.: suspicious mv (Chestnut 
Street), investigated; 4:21 a.m.; build-
ing checked, secure; 6:36 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Maple Street); 7:40 a.m.: 
accident (South Spencer Road), report 
taken; 7:57 a.m.: residential fire (Cherry 
Street), referred; 8:39 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Crestview Drive); 8:50 a.m.: 911 
call (West Main Street), accidental; 9:20 
a.m.: suspicious persons (Main Street), 
investigated; 10:08 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); 10:21 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village), lift assist; 10:28 
a.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
12:32p.m.: medical/general (Sherwood 
Drive); 12:34 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Maple Street), investigated; 12:38 p.m.: 
fraud (Main Street), SS scam call; 12:45 
p.m.: animal complaint (Mechanic 
Street), dogs keep getting loose; 12:48 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 1:04 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), texting/driving; 2:13 p.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 2:25 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Water Street), info taken; 3:42 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Main Street), tenant issue; 
5:52 p.m.: multiple LTC issued/3 (West 
Main Street), assisted; 5:59 p.m.: DPW 
call (South Spencer Road), icy bridge; 
6:00 p.m.: fire alarm (High Street), 
referred; 6:35 p.m.: accident (Greenville 
Street), report taken; 7:03 p.m.: multi-
ple LTC issued/8 (West Main Street), 
assisted; 7:06 p.m.: accident (North 
Spencer Road), assisted; 7:08 p.m.: FID 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
10:52 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
Harrington CT down; 11:56 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), Harrington CT up/
running; (Total daily mv stops – 1).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14
12:36 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 12:40 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Mill Street); 7:30 a.m.: assist other PD 
(Main Street), services rendered; 10:45 
a.m.: mc stop (McNeil Highway), writ-
ten warning; 2:00 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), Elgan Webster, 60, 61 Union 
Street, #1 Rear, Southbridge, receiving 
stolen mv, failure to stop for police, 
use of mv w/out authority, negligent 
operation, leaving the scene of a prop-
erty damage accident, resisting arrest, 
speeding, disturbing the peace, arrest; 
Tyron Andre Valentine, 27, 50 Dimock 
Street, Boston, possession Class B 
drug/subsequent offense, arrest; 3:15 
p.m.: assist citizen (Stafford Street); 5:02 
p.m..: welfare check (Burncoat Lane), 
services rendered; 5:41 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Auburn Street), gone on arrival; 
9:26 p.m.: welfare check (Paxton Street), 
services rendered; 11:09 p.m.: erratic 
operator (South Main Street), referred.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
6:20 a.m.: mutual aid (Church Street, 

Spencer), transported to hospital; 
10:12 a.m.: suspicious mv (South Main 
Street), message delivered; 10:49 a.m.: 
accident (Paxton Street), report taken; 
10:57 a.m.: assist citizen (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway); 2:02 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 2:21 
p.m.: assist citizen (South Main Street), 
advised civil action; 2:35 p.m.: fami-
ly problem (Baldwin Street), assisted; 
2:51 p.m.: ambulance (Baldwin Street), 
transported; 5:27 p.m.: erratic opera-
tor (Stafford Street), referred; 7:52 p.m.: 
welfare check (Lake Drive), services 
rendered; 8:55 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Stafford Street), referred.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
10:25 a.m.: investigation (Pitcairne 

Avenue), services rendered; 10:57 a.m.: 
investigation (Hyland Avenue), ser-
vices rendered; 12:16 p.m.: ambulance 
(Victoria Drive), transported; 12:58 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 2:09 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Paxton Street), services ren-
dered; 2:47 p.m.: ambulance (Mulberry 
Street), transported; 6:12 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 7:02 
p.m.: ambulance (Charles Street), trans-
ported; 7:04 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 7:11 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 7:24 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
8:08 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), writ-
ten warning; 8:21 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 8:29 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), written warning; 
9:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 9:32 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:37 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 9:51 
p.m.: assist other PD (Stafford Street), 
message delivered; 10:03 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 10:10 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal 
warning; 10:33 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 10:52 p.m.: 
investigation (Whittemore Street), ser-
vices rendered.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17
12:54 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 1:05 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 1:28 a.m.: 
mv stop (McNeil Highway), no action 
required; 2:55 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Main Street), investigated; 4:12 p.m.: 
investigation (Whittemore Street), ser-
vices rendered.

MONDAY, JANUARY 18
12:30 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 1:28 a.m.: parking com-
plaint (Main Street), ticket issued; 9:08 
a.m.: malicious mischief (Main Street), 
report taken; 9:52 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Green Street); 11:00 a.m.: investigation 
(Main Street), services rendered; 11:57 
a.m.: accident (Soojians Drive), report 
taken; 4:19 p.m.: suspicious mv (Main 
Street), no action required; 5:29 p.m.: 
shoplifting (Soojians Drive), report 
taken; 6:03 p.m.: suspicious activity 
(Mulberry Street),services rendered; 
11:38 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19
12:05 a.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford 

Street), spoken to; 1:09 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), name and address redact-
ed from police log, op w/suspended 
license, no inspection sticker, criminal 
application issued; 8:02 a.m.: mutual aid 
(Cherry Street, Spencer), assisted; 9:42 
a.m.: residential alarm (Auburn Street), 
false alarm; 11:57 a.m.: investigation 
(Piedmont Street, Worcester), services 
rendered; 12:56 p.m.: investigation 
(Grove Street), services rendered; 1:15 
p.m.: welfare check (Winslow Avenue), 
services rendered; 4:10 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Winslow Avenue), 
served; 5:51 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), services rendered; 6:13 p.m.: 
investigation (Soojians Drive), services 
rendered; 6:20 p.m.: assist other PD 
(Stafford Street, Charlton), no action 
required; 8:35 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20
5:54 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main 

Street), gone on arrival; 9:47 a.m.: inves-
tigation (South Main Street), services 
rendered; 12:41 p.m.: suspicious activity 
(South Main Street), report taken; 12:57 
p.m.: investigation (Vernon Street, 
Worcester), services rendered; 1:03 p.m.: 
suspicious person (South Main Street), 
investigated; 1:30 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Main Street), services rendered; 4:31 
p.m.: assist citizen (South Main Street); 
4:51 p.m.: suspicious activity (Waite 
Street), unable to locate; 6:38 p.m.: 
investigation (Soojians Drive), services 
rendered; 6:58 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 7:22 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Boyd Street); 7:56 p.m.: welfare 
check (Worcester, no address given), 
message delivered; 10:02 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Pleasant Street), assisted.

POLICE REPORTS

the wi-fi service is kept on 24/7 for use 
immediately outside the library. 

In Brookfield, Merrick Public Library 
was restricted mostly to curbside 
appointments for pickup through Jan. 
24. In-library browsing was scheduled for 
one patron or family at a time, but library 
officials are hopeful that more services 
can resume in the coming weeks. Details 
have not been announced for upcoming 
protocols.

“Patrons may call or email to make 
appointments for curbside pickup. Our 
other services such as photocopying, fax-
ing, and notary service will be available 
curbside only. We also provide readers 
advisory services,” read a statement 
released by Merrick Public Library 
Director Brenda Metterville. 

For more information about services 
provided at Merrick Public Library, call 
508-867-6339.

Local libraries are also taking advan-
tage of statewide opportunities this win-
ter. All Massachusetts residents can reg-
ister online for a Boston Public Library 
e-card and have access to a wide range 
of digital collections and online resourc-
es. To get started, visit www.bpl.org. 

S t r e a m i n g  s e r v i c e s 
like Hoopla and Kanopy are available 
through your Boston e-card.

Meanwhile, Richard Sugden Public 
Library in Spencer is closed until further 

notice for in-building programs. Curbside 
pickup times are posted on the library’s 
website, www.SpencerPublicLibrary.org. 

Upon arrival for curbside pickup, call 
the library at 508-885-7513 (extension 1). 
Provide the librarian with your name 
and the color of your vehicle, and a staff 
member will deliver items to you.

In North Brookfield, Haston Free Public 
Library was forced to close its doors again 
on Jan. 11. In the state’s latest statistical 
report, nearly every town in the region 
was in the “red zone” for COVID-19 trans-
mission risk.  

“Due to the increasing numbers of 
COVID-19 cases in North Brookfield, the 
library will be closed to in-person visitors 
beginning on Monday, January 11, hoping 
to reopen on Monday, January 25,” read a 
library statement.

Added Haston Library Director Dawn 
Thistle, “We had a good six-month run of 
being open to the public for limited hours, 
but now we need to take a break and give 
the virus a chance to slow down a bit.”

Haston Public Library patrons wish-
ing to request materials should call 508-
867-0208. You can also email the library 
at illnb@cwmars.org, or request materials 
online through your personal CWMARS 
account.

Library staff members will call patrons 
who have items available for pickup 
following a mandatory three-day quar-
antine. To learn more about the pro-
cess, or to obtain information on when 
the library will reopen, visit www.
NorthBrookfieldLibrary.org.

LIBRARIES
continued from page    A1

“Although our building is not 
open to the public, we continue serv-
ing our community,” Donahue said. 
“Librarians serve their patrons both in 
and outside of the building. To address 
isolation, we provide services for those 
who are unable to physically come to 
the library. [These include] home deliv-
ery where staff bring books right to the 
door.” 

The library also provides access to 
media and reading materials from its 
collection, as well as from other librar-
ies’ holdings. Additionally, the library 
increased its number of e-books and 
audiobooks in response to growing 
demand. The manner in which patrons 
enjoy their books is always changing, 
and librarians are committed to ensur-
ing that all readers have access to their 
favorite formats this winter.

“In 2020, our resource sharing con-
sortium, CW MARS, loaned over a mil-
lion e-books,” Donahue added.

Also, the library’s Pandemic Puzzle 
Mania program has seen a major 
increase in interest. The puzzle swap 
allows patrons to borrow or donate 
puzzles; the library also features online 
puzzles designed by the children’s staff.  

Richard Sugden Library has also 
implemented virtual programming for 
a variety of interests and ages. YouTube 
and Zoom are employed for such activi-

ties as scavenger hunts, weekly medita-
tion, book groups, and other programs 
that promote learning and literacy.

“We encourage at-home learning by 
assembling grab and go kits to pick up 
via curbside delivery,” read a state-
ment released by the library. “The kits 
contain engaging educational activities 
and often come with brand new books 
for families to keep. We are pleased to 
have given away hundreds of new and 
used books throughout 2020.”

Outside the rear entrance of the 
building, several carts filled with 
used books, movies, and audiobooks 
are available to take home. Library 
staff members continue to encourage 
patrons to take advantage of curbside 
service and other offerings.

“Curbside services are critical 
during this pandemic, a responsible 
way to keep employees and users safe 
while limiting exposure to the virus,” 
read the library statement.

Librarians typically work Monday 
through Wednesday from 10-4, as well 
as Thursday from 10-6. Although the 
building is closed to the public, staff 
members are working hard throughout 
the week to maintain the library’s col-
lection, answer phone calls and emails, 
perform reader advisory actions, and 
prepare requested materials.

To learn more, visit www.
SpencerPublicLibrary.org.

LUMINARIES
continued from page    A1
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

NEW LISTING

Webster: Truly magni�cent  views from the living 
room, dining room and master bedroom.  �is is an 
opportunity that rarely comes along to have unob-
structed , direct views on Webster Lake. Master bed-
room suite o�ers a relaxing sitting area  or ideal home 
o�ce space. Easy  highway access  allows you to com-
mute to Boston, Providence, Hartford  ..major routes 
include  146, 20, 290,395 and  Ma. Pike.  Wake up each 
day and experience a clear view  of an incredible lake. 
Garage and boat slip with additional slip for ski jet 
available 103 Beacon Park - $324,900

Dudley: 3 Bedrooms, Finished lower level, 2 baths, 
Family room
8 Blue Heron Dr - $339,900

Feel free to contact 
our client 

 coordinators for 
showing or listing 

consultations

Linda Sellig Slap 
508.864.3245
VickiBennett 
774.633.6762

FEATURED PROPERTY!

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

OXFORD - 12 WINTER STREET

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Renovated! New Roof ~ 
Updated Electrical ~ New Heating System !! Bedroom, 
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional Home. .Dead-End St. 
Rare find, Large Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Palette 
of Complimentary Paint Colors throughout the Entire 
House! Loads of Character $319,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.
Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State 
Forest! ON DEPOSIT! $132,900

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

Off Thompson Hill! At the end of a Dead end road  well main-
tained & loved! Kitchen with double wall ovens, gas cook-
top, granite countertops. Formal dining room, Fireplaced 
Living room! master, on the first floor. 4 bedrooms total! 2nd 
full bath -second level. 2 car garage! 
 assisted sale  $325,000.

THOMPSON - 25 TERRACE DRIVE

OXFORD - 115 CHARLTON ROAD

Beautiful home set back off road providing privacy and oversized 
yard. Kitchen w/granite counters & abundance of cabinets. Ca-
thedral ceilings kitchen, dining and living room. Open floor plan! 
large deck with large backyard through sliders in dining room. 
Hardwood floors! Tile baths. Master bedroom/master bath! 
Finished walkout lower level w/bar! 2 car garage. Extras: above 
ground pool! $369,900.  

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 20 KINGSBURY    

NEW TO THE MARKET! Custom Sprawling Split 2800+ SF’ 
Central Air! Kitchen, Dining Room, Cathedral Ceiling Living 
Room, 3 Bedrooms! Granite Counters & New Flooring! New 
Boiler - Hot Water Tank - Oil Tank! FULL finished Lower Level w/
Full Bath & Laundry! THERE’S MORE! 2 Car Garage, renovated 
to include Hydro Heat, AC & 1/2 Bath! Great for Fitness Studio, 
Game Room or Home School! Over 1.4 Acres!   $360,000.

WEBSTER - 29 WEST AVE.  

Cozy 2 Story House with 3 BIG Bonuses! #1. Land almost 1 ACRE! 
#2. Zoning is MR-12 - Possible Multi Family Use - Investment Op-
portunity?! #3. Large Over-sized 2+ Car Garage, Work Bench, Power & 
2nd Floor! Great Space for the Hobbyist, DIY or Contractor!1ST Floor 
- Living rm, Bedroom, Large Kitchen/Dining Area with Galley Pantry & 
Full Bath! 2nd Flr, 2 Bedrooms! All New Carpets ~ Recent Paint! Multi 
Level Back Deck with Jacuzzi!   $255,000.

WEBSTER - 52 CUDWORTH ROAD  

1.99 ACRE INDUSTRIAL ZONED LOT! GREAT OP-
PORTUNITY TO LIVE & WORK FROM HOME! Amaz-
ing 1790 Antique Colonial! Undergone major updates & 
renovations, maintaining Antique Charm! Great Room 
graced by an Open Hearth Stone Fireplace! Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings!   $499,900. 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

WOODSTOCK - 33 DEER MEADOW LANE 

Beautiful 2,422 Sq Ft Colonial! 4 Berdroom! 
3 Bath! Fireplace, 2 Car garage! So much 
more!
 assisted sale $415,000

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraor-
dinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living 
in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely situated on a 
.25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all 
natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 
story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining 
, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/
private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite 
w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Spe-
cial! Remember, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.SORRY, SOLD!

Lake Shirley - 647 Reservoir Rd
Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Co-
lonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas 
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3 
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level 
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding & 
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant 
floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!  

assisted sale $1,040,000.  SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Ren-
ovated! New Roof ~ Updated Electrical 
~ New Heating System !! Bedroom, 
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional 
Home. .Dead-End St. Rare find, Large 
Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Pal-
ette of Complimentary Paint Colors 
throughout the Entire House! Loads of 
Character! $281,000.

THOMPSON -  5+ ACRE WATERFRONT LAND - BECOLA ROAD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land - 
on “Little Pond”. Also known as 
Schoolhouse Pond. Private, pasto-
ral setting. Open Field surrounded 
by tree line. 250+ feet waterfront-
age. At the end of a Dead end road!                                                                
 $179,900ON DEPOSIT

DUDLEY - 22 ROBERTS ROAD 
Lovely 3 bedroom Ranch! Single 
door 2 car garage with storage! 
Eat-in kitchen. Fieldstone Fire-
placed Living Room! 3 bedrooms, 
hardwood floors, Remodeled bath-

room! Lower Level fieldstone walls/fireplace! In-ground pool! 
- 3.58 ACRES includes extra lot. $312,000. 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER – 6 Nicholas Circle! 8+ Rm Center Hall Colonial! 1.22 Acres! Sought After Neighborhood! Great 
Commuter Location Accessible to Many Major Routes! Spacious Stainless Steel Applianced Cabinet Packed 
Eat-in Kitchen & Formal Dining Rm! 23 x 24 Frplace Family Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & Slider to the Huge Deck! 
Front to Back Living Rm! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! The 2nd Floor You’ll Find the Comfortable 12X17 Master 
w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Linen Closet! 2 Additional Bedrooms plus an Office/Nursery/Bedroom all w/
Ample Closets! 2nd Full Bath off the Hall w/Linen Closet! 2.5 Total Baths! Lower Level Ideal for Storage or 
Future Expansion! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers w/Dble Door Entry to the Basement for Moving Larger 
Items aka Boys Toys! 2 Z Oil Heat, 2 A/C, Separate Oil Water Heater! Irrigation! Don’t Delay! $418,900.00

CHARLTON –74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm, 
4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39 
Acres! Deeded Water Rights to South Charlton Reservoir! Extensive 
Updates! House w/New Roof, Siding, Kit, Bthrms, Windows, Int Doors, 
Electrical, Flooring, R60 Insulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump 
& More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full 
Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation, 
AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 20 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Western Exposure w/Panoramic Lake Views! 
Beautiful Sunsets! 7 Rms, 3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths! Recently Renovated from Top to Bottom! Move-in Ready! 
Professionally Landscaped! Exterior Stonework Front & Back! Open Floor Plan! 1st Level w/Huge Family 
Rm w/Lake View & Access out to Stone Patio, 1/2 Bath & Laundry, Travertine Tile Throughout! 2nd Level w/
Custom Granite Kitchen w/Stainless Steel Appliances, Center Island w/Seating & Large Pantry! Spacious 
Living Rm w/Sliders to 14X34 Composite Deck! Dining Area w/Water Views, Hardwood Floors Throughout, 
Bath w/Tiled Shower, Guest Bedroom or use as Office! Lake Facing Master Bedroom w/Walk-in Closet & 
Private Deck! Bathroom w/Double Sinks, Tiled Shower & Separate Tub! Comfortable 3rd Bedroom w/Lots 
of Storage! Level Lot w/Room for Entertaining and Enjoying All The Lake has to Offer! $749,000.00

SOLD

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE – 112 Gore Rd! NORTH POND! Sucker 
Brook Cove! 8 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Ranch is Ready for You! 
Southwestern Exposure! Gorgeous Sunsets! Unique Waterfront! 
An Open Floor Plan! Lake Views from Nearly All Rooms! 2x6 
Construction! Energy Efficient Blinds in Every Room! 4 Oil Tanks 
- Fill Up Once a Year! C/Air! Gas Fireplace! Whole House Fan! 
Meticulously Cared For! Large workshop! 3 Car Garage! Carport! 
2 Sheds w/Electric! Back Yard is Perfect for Family Gatherings! 
Plenty of Off Street Parking! Summer is Here! $539,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 124-2 Gore Road!1.68 Acres! Private Retreat 
Lot with 320’ of Road Frontage and 200’ of Waterfront! Located in 
North Pond! Beautiful Panoramic Views! Sucker Brook Cove! Lot 
has been split from a larger parcel! Survey, Home Rendering and 
Conservation Items Addressed - Order of Conditions Pending! This is 
the Opportunity to Build a Unique Home with Spectacular Views! Direct 
Lake/Boat Access! Water and Sewer in the Road! Walk to Restaurants! 
Surrounded by Wildlife, including Swans and Eagles! $175,000.00

WEBSTER – 55 Hillside Ave! 7 Rm, 
4 Bedroom Cape! Great Highway 
Access! Walk to Memorial Beach! 
View July 4th Fireworks from Your 
Backyard! Liv Rm w/Hrdwds, Ceiling 
Fan & Pellet Stove! Eat-in Kit! Fam 
Rm! Full Bath! 1st Flr Master w/
Hrdwds & Ceiling Fan! Oil Heat! Vinyl 
Sided! Younger Roof! Replacement 
Windows! Town Services! Fenced 
Yard! 1 Car Garage! $239,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 7 Cedar Drive! Middle Pond! 8 Rm English Tudor across the street from w/Direct Waterfront Lot – Full 
Lake Access! Offering the Option of an In-Law Apartment or Plenty of Room for Family & Friends! Entry Foyer enters from 
3 Sides w/locked door access into the house, stairway to the lower level In-law and the convenience of a Half Bath! The 1st 
Floor features Applianced Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Open Floor Plan – Frplcd Beamed Cathedral Ceiling Great Rm (Dining & Living 
Rms), Comfortable Bdrm & Hall Full Bath w/Laundry! Upstairs to the Spacious Master w/Master Bath & Slider to Lake View 
Deck! Additional Bdrm w/Built-ins! Lower Level with 2nd Kitchen, Open Dining & Living Area w/Brick Hearth, Full Bath & 
Possible (4th) Bdrm! Central Air! Huge Carport! Detached 3 Car Garage! Lakefront Lot w/Deck, Concrete Patio & Boat Dock! 
Take Advantage of the Low Interest Rates & make this House Your Home! Summer’s Just Around the Corner! $489,900.00

SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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550 MOBILE HOMES
Trailer For Sale w/enclosed 
porch located at Indian 
Ranch, Webster, Site: G13. 
Completely furnished, All 
appliances included & ex-
tras, Refrigerator, Over/
under Wash/dry, AC/Heat. 
View at www.indianranch.
com. Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4578

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$157,327,280.00  SOLD

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS 
Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

HOMES FOR 
HEROES 

PROGRAM 
Contact Jo-Ann 

or Diane for 
information on 

Homes For Heroes

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT
BROOKFIELD

1 BR, 2ND Floor
Off street parking
Available NOW

Electric or 
 Gas Heat
$580/mo

Has all appliances
No Dogs

Call Dave
413-262-5082

LOOKING FOR
1 Bedroom  

apartment in 
Webster

Will consider 
surrounding towns

Call 
508-461-6219

FURNITURE 
FOR SALE

Solid Oak Bookcase, custom made,  
mint condition Old English stain.  

70 1/4” tall, 44” wide w/ crown molding,  
13 1/2” depth 
$200 or BO

Queen Sleigh Bedroom Set  
Hardwood with bunkie board  

(foundation for mattress) with tall bureau 
and night stand. Foot end has two large 

storage drawers. All drawers in this set have 
cedar bottoms. Bought NEW $1700 in 2017, 
never used, selling for $500 or BO

508-892-5069  

SOUTHBRIDGE
�rst �oor, gas heat,  

�ve rooms,  
all appliances included.

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Looking for a PCA  
for a senior man. 

Please have  
some experience.

Call for 
more information 

(413)404-0854

PCA 
WANTED

Economic Development Project Facilitator
Town of Douglas

The Town of Douglas seeks qualified applicants for the part time 
position of Economic Development Project Facilitator to work under 
the supervision of the Town Administrator. Complete job description 
and application via web site www.douglas-ma.gov. 

The employee will work nineteen (19) hours per week. Annual 
salary $28,636. Requirements: high school diploma or equivalent, 
ten (10) years of private sector management experience, no less than 
two (2) years of service on a public board or commission of the 
Town of Douglas. Must have ability to attend evening meetings with 
various town boards, and a valid motor vehicle operator license. 

Send cover letter with resume and Town of Douglas employment 
application to Matthew Wojcik, Town Administrator, Town of Doug-
las, Municipal Center, 29 Depot St., Douglas, MA 01516. Position 
will remain open until filled. 

AA/EOE.

CONNECTICUT
MASSACHUSETTS

RHODE ISLAND

JOURNEYMAN 
ELECTRICIANS WANTED

Long-Term Positions!
Excellent Wages & Benefits Including:
• Medical / Dental / Prescription Insurance

 • Disability Insurance • Life Insurance • HSA Plan
• 401K Plan • Paid Vacations & Holidays 

• Performance Bonus

Apply in person or online at: www.paqelec.com

Paquette Electrical Co., Inc.
368 Killingly Rd., Pomfret Center, CT 06259

860-963-7078CT Lic#0198020  E/O Employer
RI Lic #A-004955 MA Lic #20353A

SEASONED 
HARDWOOD
$250 per cord

Delivered
Spencer, MA

Call 774-696-7267

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section
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on the White House over the summer 
orchestrated by Antifa and BLM insur-
rectionists with neither action being 
denounced by a single Democrat , only 
rationalized if not applauded..

As I observed the President’s coun-
tenance, I marveled at how strong, 
clear and, dare I say it? manly his 
voice sounded, and how well he looked: 
somewhat tanned and smooth skin, 
alert eyes, showing no indication of the 
sadness, the disappointment he must 

have been feeling over the previous two 
months knowing his electoral victory 
which in reality was probably an his-
toric blow-out had been stolen from him 
and from us, his supporters.

And, I mused, could the American peo-
ple actually be this stupid as to throw out 
a vibrant and preternaturally energetic 
man who had worked virtually around 
the clock for four years on behalf of us--
and delivered on his campaign promis-
es--in favor of a life-long political hack, a 
career plagiarizer, an inveterate crook, 
a serial liar, a girl and woman-groping 
pest, and a stumbling, gaffe-prone, octo-
genarian so deep in his senectitude that 

it would take a heart of stone not to pity 
him despite his record of corruption 
making him, an utterly unremarkable 
man, the filthy-rich owner of three man-
sions--all on a government “servant’s” 
paycheck. 

I remembered Otto von Bismarck’s 
crack that “God watches out for drunk-
ards, fools, and the United States of 
America.” Well, we’re about to find out 
whether the Iron Chancellor knew what 
he was talking about, I fear. 

As we happily but slowly moved in 
a mass down Constitution Avenue, 
we came to some sort of traffic con-
trol obstacle--a concrete cylinder about 

four feet high and four feet in diam-
eter--which caused, like a protruding 
rock in the middle of a river bed, the 
stream of humanity to part and then 
rejoin once past the impediment. 

It was at this point I beheld a sight that 
caused me to stop dead in my tracks, 
unable, at first, to believe what my lying 
eyes were telling me. This was a scene I 
will take with me to my dying day, such 
was its immediate impact on my senses.

JOHN MCRAE
EAST BROOKFIELD

MCRAE
continued from page    A13



18  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, January 29, 2021



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER    19 Friday, January 29, 2021

3rd Annual ABC’s 
of the Seasons

WINTER EDITION

ABC’S OF THE SEASONS, WINTER EDITION
Hint… answers don’t always include entire business name.
Name:____________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________
Circle which paper you found this in: 
Spencer New Leader, Webster Times, Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, Auburn News, Blackstone Valley Tribune, Southbridge News
Daytime Phone:____________________________________
Email address (optional)___________________________________________
Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Across
1. Family owned & operated since 1997
3. Find our BOGO Coupon on our Website
7. Crystals & Gemstones
11. Drive happier
13. MDPU# 31690
16. Winter clothing to cover you from head  
 to foot 
18. 45 years in business
19. Since 1978. All Makes & Models.
20. We treat chronic bad breath
21. Color matching specialists
22. 15 years Real Estate Experience
23. Foggy, cracked, or broken glass
24. ASE Certified Technicians
25. Reserve now for Valentine’s Weekend
26. Use promo code palmer123

Down
2. Family owned and operated since 1977
4. In print and online
5. 508.353.2279
6. Reporting for Duty! 
8. Warm up to a new career
9. Need to get it done? Call me!
10. We will be happy to assist you anytime
12. Family owned and operated since 1967
14.  Give your sweetheart a gift certificate  
 for Valentine’s Day
15.  24 hr Roadside Assistance 
17. Family owned for over 70 years

A

L

W

Please find the answers to this crossword puzzle on page 2 of this section. Enter to win a $25 gift card to one of these local businesses by mailing in your completed cross-
word to ABC Crossword Puzzle, Stonebridge Press, P. O. Box 90, 25 Elm Street, Southbridge, MA 01550 

OR scan & email or take a picture and email it to jsima@stonebridgepress.news by �ursday, February 18. 
Random-drawing for winner of all correct entries to be announced in the February 26th issue of the Express. One entry per person. 

Please support these ABC’s businesses and tell them you saw their ad  in your local paper! Good luck!
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – A lifelong love of reading 
is often ignited at a young age, and newly 
hired children’s librarian Kaeleigh Hart 
hopes to provide the spark for local kids.

Earlier this month, Hart was wel-
comed to the Leicester Public Library 
staff. Although many patrons and young-
sters haven’t yet been able to meet her in 
person due to the pandemic, she is look-
ing forward to gradually strengthening 

her roots in the community.
“This position drew me in because 

of the endless possibilities. I’m drawn 
to public libraries, and working with 
kids has always been something I loved,” 
Hart said. “I’ve been able to talk over the 
phone to a few patrons, and everyone is 
so welcoming and patient while I figure 
out this library.” 

Hart earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
interdisciplinary studies, with a con-
centration on elementary education and 

adolescent development. After gradua-
tion, she went on to work for a public 
library for five years; she also worked in 
a school library for two years.

Having engendered a passion for 
stories and creativity among several 
young readers in both of her previous 
positions, Hart is eager to build a new 
foundation in Leicester. Library officials 
were seeking a children’s librarian who 
could work with kids of all ages, and they 
discovered the perfect candidate in Hart.

“She comes to us from the Barre Public 
Library and the Quabbin Regional 
School District, so she already has all 
sorts of plans to offer Leicester’s younger 
library patrons,” said Library Director 
Suzanne Hall.  

With the rise of social media sites, 
video-sharing platforms, e-sports video 
games, and on-demand TV services, it 
has become a steep challenge for edu-
cators and librarians to sustain kids’ 

interest in books. Long gone are the days 
when there was little else to do on a frig-
id winter afternoon but curl up with a 
good book. In the kingdom of Facebook, 
Instagram, Netflix, and YouTube, it takes 
an earnest effort in every household to 
prevent reading from being crowded out 
of the mainstream. 

But with children’s librarians like 
Hart employing creative strategies, there 
is strong hope for America’s next wave of 
readers.

“My favorite aspect of the job is fos-
tering a love of reading throughout all 
ages,” Hart said. “It’s hard when reading 
is viewed as a chore, and being able to 
find books that don’t feel required is my 
favorite challenge.”

As local youngsters continue to grap-
ple with reduced athletic events, limit-
ed travel, and canceled school activities 
because of the pandemic, it’s the perfect 
time for families to create new reading 
traditions. 

“My favorite part about reading is the 
world you create in your head for a 
temporary period of time. And you can 
always revisit it anytime you crack open 
the pages,” Hart told the New Leader.

In the coming weeks, Hart will help 
launch new online programming for 
kids of all ages. She invites families to 
stay current with library happenings 
by checking out the Leicester Public 
Library children’s room Facebook page.

For more information about 
other library programs, visit www.
LeicesterLibrary.org.

SELF PICK-UP OR 
CALL TO SCHEDULE  

YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone • Septic Stone 
• Septic Sand • Presby Sand 

• Concrete Sand • Silt 
 • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Screened Loam stored in building

WINTER
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Our Family, Protecting Yours. 
for over 45 Years!

• Home
• Auto
• Business
• Life
• Free  
 Registry Service

DAVID F.

KELLEY
INSURANCE AGENCY
                                      INC.

154 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
p: (508) 885-3794 
f: (508) 885-0279
e:  davejr@davidkelleyins.com
w: www.davidkelleyins.com

Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
Crooked Creek Farm sells 

local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages you can order by Email or by Phone. 
CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308

www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Now offering more low carb options. 
Come check them out!

WEDNESDAY is 
FAMILY DAY!

full meals starting 
at just $28.95

Casual 
Waterfront 

Dining 
on 

Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Lake Lashaway is beautiful in winter too!  
Start the New Year in a warm and cozy restaurant  

with stunning lake views. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Reservations are recommended to dine in
Take-out curb-side & delivery available

Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.
Open 6 days a week Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun Noon-8; Fri & Sat Noon-9

Closed Mondays for the winter
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu. 

WEEKLY DINE-IN SPECIALS 
$6.99 East Brookfield Burgers: Monday thru Thursday during Lunch hours. (12 to 4)  

 $10.99 Meals (Entree and Salad) Monday and Tuesday Dinner (4 to Close)
Italian Night $10.99 Italian Specials with Salad Wednesday Dinner (4 to Close )

Give your true love poetry for Valentine’s Day!

Gold In 
     Autumn

Shop locally at 
Booklover’s Gourmet  

in Webster, MA, 
Coco’s Cottage 

in Woodstock, CT, or 
through Barnes & Noble  

or Amazon. $15.00.

Published poet and Woodstock resident 
Karen Warinsky’s new collection addresses  
youth, parenthood, loneliness, politics and 

love with compassion and humor.  This 
book “is filled with poetic gems” and is “Just 

the sort of poetry the world needs right 
now…” (Asa Boxer, Founder, Montreal Int’l 

Poetry Contest).

New  librarian hopes to ignite children’s love of reading

Photo Courtesy

Kaeleigh Hart recently took over as the new 
children’s librarian at Leicester Public Library.




