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Busy schedule of

programs continues

at Haston Library

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Guests of all ages
are invited to explore a busy schedule of pro-
grams this month at Haston Free Public Library.

Craft Night for Adults returns on Thursday,
Aug. 28, at 5 p.m. Guests will learn how to make
floral lights. Please register for this event in
advance by contacting the library by phone or
email.

The library’s Book Discussion Group will next
meet on Aug. 26 at 7 p.m. Members will read
and discuss “This Other Eden,” written by Paul
Harding.

Library officials also invite guests to check out
a new program called Cook the Book Club.

“Select a recipe from this month’s featured
cookbook (available at the circulation desk), cook
it up, and bring it to our potluck and discussion,”
a library-issued statement read. “Let’s share
great food and conversation.”

The group will next meet on Thursday, Aug. 21,
at 5:30 p.m.

Meanwhile, the library team invites guests to
take part in “Adult Summer Reading Bingo.”

You can get involved in this fun program by
picking up your Bingo sheet at the library, com-
pleting challenges, and claiming prizes.

“Each bingo you complete earns you a prize
and an entry into our grand prize drawing,” the

Turn To LIBRARY page A10

Community partnerships

Courtesy

Local residents celebrate the creation of a new food stand in
North Brookfield.
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Ceremony recognizes
Leicester police officers

\EWSC TR

Courtesy

At a pinning ceremony held last week, Officer Nicholas Wilson was welcomed to the Leicester Police Department.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER — Several
members of the Leicester
Police Department were
recognized last week for
their recent actions pro-
tecting the community
and fellow first respond-
ers.

At the Aug. 5 Select
Board meeting, a recog-
nition ceremony honored
officers’ actions taken
during multiple respons-
es this summer.

LPD Det. Sgt. Matthew
Brady, Det. Travis
McCauley, Officer Ives
Fisher, and K-9 Officer
Matthew Fenuccio (and
K-9 Cooney) were hon-
ored for their actions
during a July 6 pursuit of
a carjacking suspect.

The incident began
when a suspect on pro-
bation took a vehicle
without permission from
a residence in Clinton,
striking several people
and causing property
damage.

Later that day, the
same suspect carjacked a
woman at a Dairy Queen
in West Boylston, then
fled the area in her stolen
vehicle.

At approximately
7:45 p.m. that evening,
Leicester Police officers
were notified that mem-
bers of the Worcester
Police Department were
pursuing the carjacking
suspect in the stolen vehi-
cle, heading west as it
approached Leicester on
Route 9.

Leicester Police Sgt.
Matthew Brady observed
the vehicle on Main
Street in the area of Waite
Street, then assumed the
pursuit. A short time
later, Detective Travis
McCauley and Officer
Ives Fisher also followed
the vehicle.

The suspect traveled
down Pleasant Street and
eventually onto Hartwell
Road in Oxford, police
said.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD
— The North Brookfield °
Community Food
Collaborative (NBCFC)
is working with several
partners to provide assis-
tance for those in need.

The NBCFC recently
opened a new food stand
on the lawn of First
Congregational Church
of North Brookfield.
Several area volunteers
came together to make the
project happen.

“It was an amazing
community effort,” said
North Brookfield resident
Karen Farrington, who
leads the NBCFC. “The
collaborative at times has
a surplus of food that we
donate to the community
from food that we rescue
that is going to get thrown
out, so we take enough
for the many families who
experience food insecuri-

e BY KEVIN FLANDERS
) STAFF WRITER
The NBCFC has used a
free farmstand in town for lo SﬁGKzl(jm_mﬁ%ﬁ:sl
food distribution, but its .
. . recently held National
location on a main road Night = Out (NNO)

created traffic concerns
during periods of heavy
use. To ensure safety and
a smooth traffic flow, orga-
nization leaders decided
to review opportunities
for a new location.

“We researched and

Turn To PANTRY page A10

events connecting law
enforcement agencies
and the residents they
serve.

Typically held on
the first Tuesday of
August, the NNO pro-
gram is intended to

Local communities take part

foster the creation of
relationships between
community members
and law enforcement
agencies. Residents
often only see police
officers and other
personnel in uniform
during the course of
their duties, but NNO
events help build
familiarity during
fun, laid-back settings.

“National Night Out

enhances the relation-
ship between neigh-
bors and law enforce-
ment while bringing
back a true sense of
community,” read a
statement
by NNO organizers.
“It provides a great
opportunity to bring
police and neighbors
together under posi-
tive circumstances.”

Turn ToNIGHT OUT page A10

“At that time, the vehicle
turned around on another
person’s front lawn, accel-
erated, and intentional-
ly rammed Sgt. Brady’s
cruiser on the driver’s
side as he was attempt-
ing to exit, trapping him
inside,” an LPD-issued
statement read. “Det.
McCauley and Officer
Fisher immediately took
the occupants into cus-
tody, detaining them for
the West Boylston Police

Department.”
LPD K-9 handler
Matthew Fenuccio and

K-9 Cooney also respond-
ed to the scene, as well as
officers from Worcester,
West Boylston, Oxford,
and the Massachusetts
State Police.

During the Aug. 5 cere-
mony, local leaders were
thrilled to celebrate the
officers for their team-
work and rapid response
to a dangerous situation.

“To watch this situa-
tion unfold from the body
camera perspective is
unnerving, and this is not

the first time Leicester
officers have encountered
something like this,” said
State Sen. Peter Durant,
who attended the recogni-
tion ceremony. “I feel an
immense sense of pride
watching these officers
as they remain calm and
focused in a situation
where lives and the safety
of the community are at
stake.”

Also honored during
the ceremony was LPD
Officer Paul Pepin, who
assisted two critically
injured colleagues follow-
ing a serious accident last
month.

On July 10, Pepin was
enjoying an off-duty
motorcycle ride with fel-
low LPD Officers Edward
Santiago and Stephen
Kustigian. While rid-
ing ahead of them on a
road in Worcester, Pepin
noticed that the other two
officers were no longer
behind him.

After reversing direc-
tion, Pepin observed that

Turn To OFFICERS page A10

Courtesy
Local law enforcement leaders celebrate the annual National Night Out program.
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Bay Path awarded grant to expand
adult workforce training

CHARLTON — Bay
Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School is
thrilled toannounce it has
been awarded a Career
Technical Initiative (CTT)
Round 10 grant totaling
$1,337,077.24, a workforce
development initiative
supported by the Healey-
Driscoll Administration
and the Massachusetts
Workforce Skills Cabinet.

This highly competi-
tive grant will allow Bay
Path to deliver no-cost,
credentialed training
and job placement ser-
vices to unemployed
and underemployed

adults across Worcester
County. Training will be
provided in Automotive

Collision Repalir,
Automotive Repair
Technology, Building
Maintenance, Culinary

Arts, Diesel Technology,
Electrical, HVAC,
Manufacturing, and
Welding—fields critical
to the Commonwealth’s
economic growth.
“We’reincredibly grate-
ful to the Healey-Driscoll
Administration and the
Workforce Skills Cabinet
for this CTI grant,” said
Superintendent-Director
Kyle Brenner. “This fund-

ing allows Bay Path to
significantly expand our
adult training programs,
directly addressing
the critical demand for
skilled tradespeople in
our region. We're proud
to empower individu-
als with the skills they
need to thrive, while
helping build a stronger,
more resilient workforce
across Massachusetts.”
The Career Technical
Initiative is designed to
meet persistent work-
force shortages in the
trades and manufactur-
ing sectors by leveraging
the state’s vocational
school infrastruc-

—na ¥

ARTHRITIS?

ture. Bay Path will
continue its close
collaboration
with  MassHire

high-quality training
leading to industry-rec-
ognized credentials and
direct employment path-
ways.

Eligible participants
must be 18 years or older
and either unemployed
or underemployed—
defined as earning less
than $56,100 annually
(or $27 per hour). Most
recent high school grad-
uates qualify as under-
employed and are encour-
aged to apply.

Bay Path is building
on a record of success.
Through previous CTI
Rounds 7 and 9, the school
trained more than 70
adult learners in trades
such as Culinary Arts,
HVAC, Manufacturing,
and Automotive Collision

CTI Program I am excit-
ed for the new group
of students that will be
able to take advantage of
the hands-on vocational
training. This program
will provide them the
skills and tools needed to
acquire jobs and improve
their lives. I am work-
ing in the auto collision
field and am planning
on more education to
better my current posi-
tion and enhance my
career. The support that
Bay Path and MassHire
provided throughout the
program and after with
job assistance was key!”
said Pamela Truenow /
Long Subaru, CTI Auto
Collision class of 2025.
Bay Path’s CTI employ-
er partners include

Corporation, Upper
Blackstone Clean Water,
Dexter, MassDOT, Sheet
Metal Workers Local
#63, BAPS, The Arc,

Primetals, HVAC/R
Service Contractors,
Table 3 Restaurant

Group, Fuller Collision
Center, Long Subaru,
Harr Motor Group,
UMass, and Flexcon.

As the need for skilled
tradespeople continues
to grow, Bay Path and
its network of employer
partners remain commit-
ted to building opportu-
nity, strengthening local
economies, and support-
ing the success of work-
ing families across the
Commonwealth.

Interested participants
can learn more or apply

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

CLUES ACROSS

1. Auto manufacturer

4. The 23rd letter of the
Greek alphabet

7. Two-year-old sheep

10. Member of indigenous
people in Asia

11. Airborne (abbr.)

12. Actress de Armas

13. Not moving

15. Cool!

19. Perceptible by touch
21. Rorschach test

23. Monetary units

24, Art

25. Cardinal number
26. Dueling sword

27. Hates
30. Fixed in one place
34. Pie mode

CLUES DOWN

1. Policemen (French)

2. Toy dog

3. Inflamed colon disecase
4. Muscular weaknesses
5. Helps little firms

6. References

7. Takes down

8. Facilitates
9. One-time empress of the
Roman Empire

13. Engine additive

16. Plants of the arum family

35. Moved on foot

36. Passenger’s spot on a motorcycle

41. A way through

45. “Rule, Britannia” composer

46. Leader

47. Flowing

50. Common greetings in Arabic
countries

54. Solution for all difficulties
55. Soft clothing fabric

56. Building material

57. Sea bream

59. A way to cause to be swollen
60. One and only

61. Skin color

62. Wreath

63. Nevertheless

64. They

65. Sea eagle

1. A way to save for your future

2. A way to travel behind

3. Midway between northeast
and east

37. Head pain

38. Loud lawn insect

39. Actress Hathaway

40. Boat race

41. About fish

42. Nursemaid in India

43. Marketable

Career Centers Repair—many of whom Masonic Health System/ by visiting masshirecen-
and region- are now working in their The Overlook, ckSmith tralcc.com/baypathcti.

al Workforce chosen industries. Superior, C&C Temp

Boards to provide “As a graduate of the Control, Inc., Kinefac

Cornerstone Bank tees up big

donation to su port senior livin

WORCESTER — Cornerstone
Bank, a community bank with
locations throughout Central
Massachusetts, is donat-
ing $7,500 to the Briarwood
Continuing Care Retirement
Community with a gold spon-
sorship in the Briarwood Golf
Outing Sept. 25 at Cyprian
Keyes Golf Club in Boylston.
It’s the third year in a row the
bank has donated that amount
to Briarwood.

“We’re proud to support
Briarwood’s mission to pro-
mote independent living among
seniors,” said Dan D’Amico, VP,
commercial services manager
at Cornerstone Bank, who has
participated in the tournament
in recent years.

“We 1 ward to this fun
event every year,” said Tim
Gardell, VP, commercial lend-
er at Cornerstone. “It’s become
a great tradition for a worthy
cause.”

The Briarwood Community in
Worcester provides residential
living ranging from indepen-
dent living to assisted living,
memory care and full-service
nursing home care.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was formed
in 2017, born of a long history
of supporting the community,
and providing a strong founda-
tion to help people and business-
es thrive. Serving Worcester

County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local
presence and communi-

Family Fun
Day returns to

Leicester Tuesday

LEICESTER — The town’s public safety departments will
once again team up with Leicester Parks and Recreation
during the annual Family Fun Day program.

On Tuesday, Aug. 19, a special Public Safety Day session
will take place from 4-6 p.m. on the Town Common.

The event will allow guests to meet members of the police
department, fire department, Worcester County District
Attorney’s Office, Senior Center, school department, and
Worcester County Sheriff’s Office, among others.

Activities for the whole family will be available.

To learn more about the event, check out the LPD’s social

media pages.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OId Stuff

Bottles « Crocks «Jugs «Costume Jewelry o Pottery «Toys
» Games « Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches «Typewriters «Sewing Machines
« Tools « Radios  Clocks « Lanterns «Lamps « Kitchenware
« Cookware «Knives «Hunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept « Advertising Signs & Much More S,

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

ty-based banking model*etriables
a unique ability to deliver out-
standing service, with a person-
al touch. Cornerstone, which isa
subsidiary of PeoplesBankCorp,
MHC, operating independently
under its own name and brand,
provides the highest level of ser-
vice and expertise for individ-
uals, businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with branch
locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone
works to connect customers
with opportunities through a
broad range of deposit and loan
products and services. Built on
Trust is not just a tagline, but
also one of our guiding corpo-
rate values. Whether a busi-
ness or personal partnership,
Cornerstone stands on the foun-
dation that relationships are
built on trust. To learn about
Cornerstone Bank’s personal
and business banking offerings,
please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

For Advertising
Information

Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

14. Chemistry solution

17. Written account

18. Consumed

20. Coming after all others

22. No (slang)

27. Government lawyers

28. Super Bowl winner Manning
29. Small amount

4, Tinier

. Parts per billion (abbr.)
. Paddle

. Oneness

. Bitter compound

. Not around

. Very fast airplane

. Swiss river
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TO PLACE AN AD:
MIKAELA VICTOR

(774) 200-7308
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
LEGAL NOTICES:

(508) 909-4127
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:

KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kerri@stonebridgepress.news

TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL
obits@stonebridgepress.news

CALL: 508-909-4149

OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER

TO THE EDITOR:

E-MAIL: news@st onebridgepr ess.news
OR send to Spencer New Leader
P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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$210,000,
Beverly A, to Brown, Jorge E.

EAST BROOKFIELD

$600,000, 172 Lakeview Ave, Hatt,
Charles E, and Floury, Jennifer
R, to Bermingham, Lauren, and
Harnett, Ryan M.

$544,000, 284 N Sturbridge Rd,
Dicenso, Carmine A, and Dicenso,
Elizabeth F, to Donovan Rt, and
Donovan, Anneliese.

LEICESTER

$415,000, 74 Clark St, Harmon
Karol J Est, and Harmon, Matthew
to Forsman,
Forsman, Ashley.

$350,000,
Carlson, David W, and Carlson,
Lillian M, to Carlson, Benjamin D.
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NORTH BROOKFIELD

$395,000, 50 Town Farm Rd,
Sjogren, Cheryl L, to T-C-P
Enterprises Inc.

$336,900, 53 Old East Brookfield
Rd, Perrault, Colby R, and Perrault,
Kristen, to Marois, Lisa A.

$210,000, 101 School St,
Operations LLC, to Equity TCo.

SPENCER

$644,000, 31 Jolicoeur Ave,
Anderson Ft, and Anderson, Bryan
E, to Anderson, Bryan E, and
Peterson, Kristin.

$550,000, 7 Dolma Ln, Greenwood,
Katelyn O, and Greenwood, Jeffrey
E, to Creelman, Kyle.

WARREN

$644,000, 31 Jolicoeur Ave,
Anderson Ft, and Anderson, Bryan
E, to Anderson, Bryan E, and
Peterson, Kristin.

$550,000, 7 Dolma Ln, Greenwood,
Katelyn O, and Greenwood, Jeffrey
E, to Creelman, Kyle.

WEST BROOKFIELD

None
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Local officials go the extra mile in support
of Pan-Mass Challenge

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — Local
public safety agencies are
thanked for once again
teaming up to ensure a
safe Pan-Mass Challenge.

Held on Aug. 2 & 3, the
event brought togeth-
er thousands of riders,
volunteers, and guests
in support of the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.

The annual ride
requires countless hours
of preparations from par-
ticipants, including phys-
ical training and fund-
raising. The same level of
commitment is invested
in the event from a public
safety standpoint, with
multiple agencies work-
ing together to plan logis-
tics for the big weekend.

“I’d like to thank all of
our public safety part-
ners for their tremen-
dous support during this
year’s PMC event,” said
Sturbridge Police Chief
Earl Dessert. “As always,
this operation would not
be possible without the
collaboration and dedi-
cation of our fellow law
enforcement agencies,
support teams, and vol-
unteers.”

The following agen-
cies and departments
teamed up to ensure a
safe ride: Massachusetts
Emergency
Management Agency;
Sturbridge Emergency
Management; Sturbridge
Fire Department and
EMS; Massachusetts
State Police; Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office;
CEMLEC SWAT and the

CEMLEC Motor Unit; the
Environmental Police;
East Brookfield Police
Department; Sturbridge
Police Department;
Quincy Police
Department; and the
Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT).

“I also want to thank
PMC staff members
Sue Brogan and Matt
McGuiness for their con-
tinued partnership, com-
munication, and lead-
ership throughout the
planning and execution
of this massive event,”
Chief Dessert added.

The 2025 PMC marked
the end of an era, as rid-
ers departed from the
Sturbridge Host Hotel
start line for the final
time. Beginning next
year, the start line will
be moved to the College
of the Holy Cross in
Worcester.

For Sturbridge resi-
dents and public safety
leaders, watching the
final launch from the
traditional start line
brought a range of emo-
tions, with riders pour-
ing onto Route 20 in town
for the last time.

“As this marks the final
year the PMC will kick
off from Sturbridge, it is
bittersweet. While I am
saddened to see the event
move on, I am extremely
proud of the many years
we hosted the start of
this ride without a sin-
gle major safety issue,”
Dessert said. “Our top
priority has always been
the safety of the riders,
and I know we delivered

the level of security
they deserved—from full
intersection coverage
to detailed coordination
across jurisdictions.”

Added Dessert, “To
the men and women of
the Sturbridge Police
Department—thank you
for always going the extra
mile. The behind-the-
scenes coordination and
commitment each of you
demonstrates every year
is a point of pride for our
agency and our commu-
nity.”

To ensure a safe ride,
local departments begin
planning far in advance
of the event, coordinat-

ing everything from traf-
fic control operations to
rider and spectator sup-

ports.

“A heartfelt thank-
you to Lieutenant
Larry Bateman

and Matthew Wyke
(Sturbridge Emergency
Management), who has
overseen the security
planning for the PMC for
many years. Their work
starts months in advance
and is a major reason
why this event has con-
sistently gone off with-
out a hitch,” Dessert said.

The PMC is a fully
supported bike-a-thon
that provides riders

with fundraising tools
and guidance; meals and
snacks at hub sites; water
stops along routes; and
mechanical and medical
assistance.

The PMC raises more
money for charity than
any other single athletic
fundraising event in the
country. All funds raised
by the event support the
Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute, a world lead-
er in adult and pediat-
ric cancer treatment and
research.

“I want to wish all
PMC riders many more
years of safe and success-
ful rides,” Dessert said.

“Lastly, I extend my deep-
est gratitude to the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.
The PMC has raised an
extraordinary amount
of money for patients
and families, and we are
proud to have played a
small role in supporting
that mission.”

The PMC is Dana-
Farber’s single largest
supporter. Since 1980, the
event has raised rough-
ly $1.05 billion for Dana-
Farber.

To learn more about
the PMC and how you
can join the fight against
cancer by making a dona-
tion, visit www.pmc.org.

Annual flowers that take the heat

As temperatures
rise, some annuals
slow down or stop
flowering due to
heat stall. They will
recover as tempera-
tures cool but may
leave your gardens
or containers look-
ing less colorful.

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

QCC’s respiratory
care program wins
national award

WORCESTER Quinsigamond Community
College’s Respiratory Care program recently received
the Distinguished RRT (Registered Respiratory
Therapist) Credentialing Success Award from the
Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care
(CoARC). This is the third time QCC has received this
award.

The award is given by CoARC to accredited pro-
grams that have a three-year running average of 90
percent of students passing both required credential-
ing exams and earning their Registered Respiratory
Therapist certification after graduation. QCC is one of
75 respiratory care programs in the country that won
an award out of more than 400 programs.

“I am incredibly proud of our respiratory care stu-
dents and faculty. With the growing demand for respi-
ratory therapists, QCC graduates are well-prepared
to meet workforce needs thanks to the strong clinical
training they receive, as reflected by this award,” said
Assistant Dean of the School of Healthcare Shanan
Stratis.

The Respiratory Care program at QCC is a 20-month
associate degree program that prepares students to
enter the workforce as a licensed RRT. Graduates from
the program are often employed at QCC’s clinical
affiliates such as UMass Memorial Medical Center and
Mass General Hospital.

“Our program strives to see our students succeed
while they are with us and after they graduate and
sit for their exams, so that they can become success-
ful respiratory therapists and fill vital positions to
serve our local communities,” said Respiratory Care
Program Coordinator and QCC alum Daniel Marsala.

QCC’s Respiratory Care program began in 1967, and
is the oldest respiratory program in the state. For more
information, visit gcc.edu/respiratory-care.

Berthiaume announces local
office hours

REGION — State Rep. Donnie Berthiaume and Chief
of Staff, Donna, invites Constituents and town officials
to meet them to express any concerns, ideas, or issues
that they may need assistance with. Please feel free
to contact Donna if you would like a private meeting.
T74-402-4742

Tuesday, Sept. 9— In the Town of Ware at the Senior
Center, 9 - 9:45 a.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 — In the Town of West Brookfield, at
the Senior Center, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 9 — In the Town of Brookfield at the
Town Hall, 12:30 — 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 — In the Town of Leicester at
the Senior Center, 9 - 9:45 a.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 10 — In the Town of Spencer, at
Senior Center, 10- 11 a.m.- With Tammy Ruda from Rep.
Marsi’s Office.

Wednesday, Sept. 10— In the Town of East Brookfield
at the Senior Center, 11:15 a.m. — noon.

Thursday, Sept. 11 — Town of North Brookfield -
Town Hall, 11 a.m.-noon

Take some time
now to evaluate annual flowers that are thriving in
your garden and those that may need to be left off the
plant list for next year’s garden.

Start looking for more heat-tolerant plants and cul-
tivars to use in the future. A visit to your local botanic
garden and viewing gardens in your neighborhood
can help provide insight and inspirations for plants
suited to your summer weather.

Zinnias are known for their heat and drought toler-
ance. These long-blooming annuals come in a variety
of colors and heights. Wheat, plume, and crested
celosia not only add color, but also interesting flower
shapes to gardens and arrangements.

Angelonias, also known as summer snapdragons,
are upright plants that make great vertical accents
and add season-long color to containers and gardens.
Granvia strawflowers are taller, more vigorous plants
with larger flowers than older strawflower varieties.
Enjoy them in the garden and for months after in
arrangements, dried wreaths, and other decorations.

Annual vinca, Catharanthus, with its shiny leaves
and long-lasting flowers, thrives in hot, dry weath-
er. The dainty flowers of the Soiree® Kawaii series
and the fringed, ruffled flower petals of the Soiree®
Flemenco series provide a unique flare. Include pen-
tas with their star-shaped flowers to help attract and
support butterflies. You’ll find plants with white, red,
pink, lavender, violet, and bicolor flowers, and even a
few trailing varieties.

Cupheas are not only heat tolerant but are magnets
for hummingbirds. These season-long bloomers are
covered with flowers and do not need deadheading.
Mandevilla is another long-blooming, heat-tolerant
plant that thrives in sunny locations. You’ll find
upright, trailing, and tall climbing varieties to include
in gardens, containers, and hanging baskets.

If you are looking for a heat-tolerant, trailing plant,
consider bidens. The BeeDance® series is an earlier
and continuous flowering variety, Moss roses and
other portulacas are also trailing and low-growing
plants that can be used as annual groundcovers, edg-
ing plants, and trailers in containers.

Look for more heat-tolerant cultivars of
your favorite annuals that tend to stop bloom-
ing during hot weather. Heatopia™, Hot®
Waterblue, Techno®, and Laguna® lobelias
show more heat tolerance than many older lobe-
lia cultivars. White Stream™, Snow Princess®,
and Frosty Knight® are a few alyssum cultivars
to consider. They tolerate the heat but prefer
moist well-drained soil.

Hot Pak™ French marigolds have been bred
for increased hot weather tolerance. The trip-
loid marigolds like Endurance™ and Zenith™
are a cross between the African and French
marigolds. They have the longer bloom time of
the French marigold and the heat tolerance of
the African species.

Don’t give up on heat stalled annual plants in

Trim back leggy plants and once the temperatures
cool, the plants will start flowering.

Continue to watch for, try, and evaluate new, more
heat-tolerant additions for your gardens and contain-

Melinda Myers

Heat-tolerant Sun Parasol® Giant Peach Sunrise Mandevilla
and Blue Tiara™ Supertunia® .

ers. Finding the right plants for your growing condi-
tions and garden design can help boost your garden’s
beauty and your enjoyment even as temperatures rise.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant video
series and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program. Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and her
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

your garden and containers. Continue to water .
the heat-stressed plants as needed but wait for www' 0"0 rl e ress.com
them to recover before fertilizing if needed.

Thermostats

!

Thermometers

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.
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Fluorescent
Lamps
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Mercury Switches

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
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100 Years Ago This Month: Historical
events from August 1925 (551 words, US,
UK, CAN)

The month of August has been home
to many historical events over the
years. Here’s a look at some that helped
to shape the world in August 1925.

- The National Football League
awards franchises to four new teams
on August 1. Among the newly minted
franchises is the New York Giants, a
team that remains in the league today.

- The Fascists win local elections in
Sicily on August 3. The Blackshirts,
an all-volunteer militia loyal to Fascist
leader Benito Mussolini, are stationed
at voting booths throughout Sicily
during the election.

» The last United States Marines are
withdrawn from Nicaragua on August
4. The US. occupation of the country
began thirteen years prior.

» The President of Turkey, Mustafa
Kemal, divorces his wife of less than
two years on August 5. Kemal is upset
that his wife, Latife Usaki, public-
ly promoted emancipation of women
and encouraged their independence in
regard to choice of clothing.

 The Dallas Hilton opens on August 6.
It is the first high-rise hotel to bear the
Hilton name.

« Tens of thousands of Ku Klux Klan
members march down Pennsylvania
Avenue in Washington, D.C. on August
8. Heavy rains force the cancellation
of a planned ceremony that had been
scheduled to begin at the conclusion of
the march.

« Twin brothers Norris and Ross
McWhirter are born in Winchmore
Hill, Essex, England on August 12. The
brothers would eventually create The
Guinness Book of World Records.

« American sculptor Gutzon Borglum
is invited to the Black Hills region of
South Dakota on August 14. Borglum,
who is now best known for his work on

Mount Rushmore, visits the region to
scout for a location for carving a monu-
ment on the side of a mountain.

« The Cuban Communist Party is
founded in Havana on August 16. The
party eventually merged with Fidel
Castro’s Integrated Revolutionary
Organizations in 1961.

- The Fourteenth World Zionist
Congress opens in Vienna on August
17. Protests by Austrian fascists outside
the Congress turn violent and result in
injuries to 30 people and 50 arrests.

- Fidel LaBarba defeats Frankie
Genaro in a 10-round decision to win the
vacant World Flyweight Championship
in Los Angeles on August 22.

« A boxing match between welter-
weight champion Mickey Walker and
William “Sailor” Friedman ends in a
no-decision in Chicago on August 24.
In a dressing room meeting prior to
the match, Walker was advised by Al
Capone to go easy on Friedman.

- A Spanish naval bombardment effec-
tively levels the Moroccan city of Rif
during the Rif War on August 25.

« African American singer Marian
Anderson first achieves fame after
performing with the New York
Philharmonic orchestra on August 26.
Anderson would go on to perform with
renowned orchestras throughout the
United States and Europe in a decades-
long career, all the while serving as an
important figure as African Americans
struggled to overcome racial prejudice
in the U.S. in the mid-twentieth century.

- Several notable Nicaraguan poli-
ticians are kidnapped in Managua
on August 28. Armed men ultimately
take the hostages to La Loma, a moun-
tain-top fortress.

« Babe Ruth is fined $5,000 and sus-
pended for one week by New York
Yankees manager Miller Huggins on
August 29. Ruth was disciplined after
failing to show up for batting practice.
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; -
DAVE’S
APPLIANGE Inc.

FAMIL\" OWNED
D OPERATED

1 GENERATIONS

| b\

508-867-3122 <
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7~

www.davesapp.com ==

-}
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 « Sat 10-3

Whirlpool

news@
stonebridgepress.news

e

ey

N

~ |

<

ASPHALT PAVING

r"(:!uallty counts
when no one & ACCREDITED
is looking." 'BBB.

Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ESTABLISHED 1963 & =&
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured e Owner/Operator J

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT .

House Clean Outs ° Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics
Whole Houses * Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal
Qorving Central Mage
Call Ckip Gervaig

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

R. Barnes & Sons
Sanitation

* Cesspool Pumping
e Title V Certification
e Portable Toilet Rentals
e Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993
- O & & (

What to do if your bome

YEARS AGO s damaged in a storm

Natural disasters and
severe storms can leave
a trail of devastation in
their wake. When such
events occur, people are
left to pick up the piec-
es, and that may involve
assessing damage to their
homes.

The aftermath of a
storm is a difficult time
for individuals whose
homes were damaged or
lost. Knowing what to
do in the aftermath of a
storm that damaged or
destroyed their homes
can start victims on the
road to recovery that
much sooner.

« Check to confirm
everyone is alright. The
first step anyone can
take after their home is
damaged is to confirm
everyone is safe. That
includes residents of the
home as well as neigh-
bors. Check to ensure
elderly residents and
neighbors or those with
mobility issues made it
through the storm safely.
A 2011 study published
in the journal Medical
Anthropology found that
the greatest mortality
during and immediately
after Hurricane Katrina
in 2005 was among the
elderly. The study noted
individuals over age 60
accounted for 75 percent
of the bodies found imme-
diately after the storm.

» Assess and document

ROVID

FULL
DETAILING
k= Inside & Out

Batteries &

(117} N .
Antifreeze Testing
%ﬁ Free w/oil change

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

B== 508-867-9736

Full Auto Body
& Automotive Repair

0il Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires

Check Engine Light

the damage. Once every-
one is safe, assess the
damage from a reason-
able distance. It’s neces-
sary to keep your distance
because the property may
still be vulnerable to fur-
ther damage, including
collapse. If it’s safe to do
so, you can then begin
to document the damage,
utilizing a smartphone to
take photos and videos of
the property. If it’s safe to
enter the property, take
as many photos and vid-
eos of the interior of the
home as possible, making
sure to upload them to
cloud storage soon there-
after. Photos and videos
taken immediately after
a storm can facilitate the
claims process with your
insurance provider.

« Contact your insur-
ance provider. If con-
ditions allowed for safe
assessment and docu-
mentation of the damage,
contact your insurance
provider to report it and
begin the claims process.
Chances are many oth-
ers will be contacting the
same provider, so it’s best
to begin the claims pro-
cess as soon as possible.
It also helps to recognize
patience will be neces-
sary. Many insurance
providers now allow pol-
icy holders to file claims
through apps on their
mobile phones, and doing
so can be invaluable if

BOAT OW

I —

tablets, laptops and other
devices were damaged
or destroyed during the
storm.

« Ask your provid-
er what you can do.
Insurance policies may
only cover damage that
occurred during the
storm. Post-storm dam-
age, such as water issues
that arise because win-
dows or doors were dam-
aged during the storm,
may not be covered.
That’s why it’s a good
idea for homeowners and
others to call their insur-
ance providers and ask
what to do to prevent fur-
ther, potentially uncov-
ered damage.

+ Recognize crimi-
nals pose a new threat.
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency
encourages survivors to
be cognizant of fraudu-
lent schemes that often
arise in the aftermath
of a storm. Examples
of scams include hous-
ing inspectors claiming
to represent FEMA, fake
offers of local or federal
aid and fraudulent build-
ing contractors. Always
ask for identification and
do not work with anyone
asking for cash in return
for assistance.

Knowing what to do in
the aftermath of a dev-
astating storm can help
survivors get on the road
to recovery more quickly.

—
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MARINIE

TOPS i Interiors b COVCI'S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
e Stump Grinding

¢ Bohcat Rental

e Lot Clearing

e Storm Clean-up

o Astroturf For Sale

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References
Workmans Comp Insured

k.
e Firewood $265/cord (2 cord !mn

e Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175
e g s v

Tre

Fully Insured

Young’s

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Free Estimates B-E-B

Service

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358
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BBQ chicken & family Fdward Jones

picnic planned at

St. Foseph Church

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Blessed
Carlo Acutis Parish, St. Joseph Church,
North Brookfield, will hold a Chicken
BBQ & Family Picnic Saturday, Sept.
6 & Sunday, Sept. 7 at Saint Joseph’s
Church, 296 North Main Street.

Come join us for plenty of Fair food
on Saturday evening and a delicious
BBQ Chicken dinner served on Sunday
from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Cost of the Chicken
dinner is $15/adults and $8/children 12
& under.

Music will be provided by DJ Richard
“Tabby” LeBlanc on Saturday and
Sunday. We will also have assorted
raffles including a scratch ticket raffle
which features the grand prize of a book
(50) $30 lottery scratch tickets, and lastly
a delicious bake sale!

Schedule:

Saturday
5 p.m.: The Family Picnic begins on
the church lawn after the 4pm Mass

5-7 p.m.: Music by DJ Richard “Tabby”
LeBlanc, Lawn games, Fair style food,
and plenty of raffles

Sunday
Noon to 3 p.m.: Music by DJ
Richard “Tabby” LeBlanc ,Lawn games,
Bake Sale, and plenty of raffles

12:30-1:30 p.m.: Chicken dinners
served (eat in & take out!)

*Note: Music and Raffles available
both days! For chicken dinner tickets
and more info, please call the parish
office Monday — Thursday from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. at (508)-867-6469.

UMass Amherst

announces spring
oraduates

AMHERST — Approximately 5,000
students received bachelor’s degrees
in over 100 majors at the University
of Massachusetts Amherst’s
Undergraduate Commencement on
May 16, 2025 at the McGuirk Alumni
Stadium.

Below is a list of students from your
area that received a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Massachusetts
Ambherst:

Brookfield

Ania Louise Bolaske

Sara K Evans

Samuel R Hill

Daniel Ambrose Sickenberger

i

Famllg Dmmg & Gift Guide ¢

Too Busy to Cook?
Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Elena Marie Weissman

Leicester

Philip Haberstroh
Allison Noreen Virzi
Rochdale

Matthew Francis Brown
Sean Michael Brown

Spencer

Rhylee Bishop

Daniel Paul Bowen
Maura Rose Donahue
Rhea Elora Negron
William Ordung

Peter Anthony Sobosik Jr
Ashley Catherine Wilson

QS

Call Mikagla at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Breakfast All Day

Lunch
ALL MADE FROM SCRATCH

ounl¥e D

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

P.E.T. of the Week

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Meet the handsome and sweet
Barracuda - this handsome slinky
“house-panther” is part of the 52
kitty intake we conducted about
a month ago. While he is shy/
cautious at first, Barracuda is very
willing to be friends, he enjoys calm
company and a gentle approach.
Like most cats Barracuda is not a
“hold me”kind of guy but he’s very
polite about squiggling/melting
down to the ground. When he’s not
chatting with you Barracuda enjoys ™
a cozy kitty tower perch where he

can feel tall and safe while overlooking his space. Because of where
he came from we think he would appreciate another mellow kitty
friend, so slow and proper introductions will be necessary. He has
no history with dogs of kids but he did meet some visiting teen-

hosting seminar
on health care
& retirement

AUBURN — Join Edward Jones
Financial Advisors for a free seminar
on “Health Care & Your Retirement”
Thursday, Sept. 18 at Brookdale )

Ed dy Pond Wes t, 669 Washin. gton S t., taﬁ;rlz\?;s ll:::iys ;::::Ifu ;t‘ i’ertef;zrltt 'e'arller this month. Come adopt
Auburn. s0é Ch,  Second Chance Animal Services

Medicare Open Enrollment begins o ' www.secondchanceanimals.org n

Oct. 15. The increasing cost of health " East Brookfield, MA ¢ 508-867-5525

B, Sences

care is a growing concern for current —remm

and future retirees. In fact, 30 years w Leicester
ago, retirees spent almost twice as h Veterinary
much on food as on health care; now e o

the amounts are nearly equal. Clinic, LLC

Join speakers Dennis Antonopoulos
(Financial Advisor for Edward Jones)
and Lynne Mussulli (Medicare spe-
cialist) for our presentation where we
will discuss:

» Medicare coverage and traditional
medical expenses

- Long-term medical care expenses

« Strategies for addressing out-of-
pocket expenses

Registration begins at 5:45 p.m.,
with the seminar following at 6 p.m.

To register, please call Karen Rieser
at (508) 832-5385 or e-mail karen.ries-
er@edwardjones.com by Sept. 17.

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524
P:508-892-9181 ¢ F: 508-892-8791
www.leicesterclinic.com

Wellness exams e Vaccinations e Cat Boarding
Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry e Radiology (Digital)
In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
 Pharmacy
e Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
e Domestic health certificates and much more!

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

WASTE SERVICE
Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics < Cellars

10-15-20 Yd. Construction Sites

508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA
Fully Insured ==

—
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RO 300 GUETS 10 AOOM &
Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 8/31/25

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10am-Ipm
All You Can Eat $22.95  (plus tax & gratuity)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm K

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 8/15 & SATURDAY 8/16

STEAMERS or
SEAFOOD CHOWDER

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

<y 508-885-4033

EIfeMl www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Amazing
Stuffed

Crepes
Everyday!

Breakfast & Lunch ¢« BREAKFAST ALL DAY
Daily Specials * Homemade Soups

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS

Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs:  Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips
31 Pleasant St., Spencer, MA
508.885.7705 e

Open 7 Days * 6:00am-2:00pm == &

Got Space7

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today

774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Elvin is a unique and thoughtful
child. He is naturally shy and pre-
fers to avoid confrontation, find-
ing comfort in calm and familiar
environments. Although he loves
sports, Elvin chooses not to join
sports teams, enjoying physical
activity in his own way. He has a
special love for toys, especially
locks and keys, and always car-
ries a heavy set of them with him.
Along with his locks and keys, Elvin
also treasures a set of walkie-talk-
ies that he enjoys using. When he
grows up, Elvin hopes to become
a custodian, inspired by the cus-

Elvin todian at his school. Elvin attends
. Agg 13 an after-school program where he
Registration #9084 takes Taekwondo classes, an activ-

ity he truly enjoys and looks forward
to. His quiet strength, unique interests, and dedication make him a
remarkable child with a lot to offer.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/22664085795

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home Vvisits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can
help children and teens in foster care.

ai\\ (l;\\ ((;\\ fl;\\ (l;\\ ai\\
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PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EpITOR

EDITORIAL
Striving for
a world free

from
stereotypes

In a world where information is at our
fingertips and connections span con-
tinents, it is baffling to us that stereo-
typing still prevails. We pride ourselves
on progress, yet we allow preconceived
notions to shackle our understanding
of each other. It’s high time we collec-
tively recognize the damage of assump-
tions and vow to liberate ourselves from
the confines of stereotypes.

Stereotyping is the enemy of empa-
thy, born from our innate need to catego-
rize and simplify complex realities. It’s
natural for the mind to seek shortcuts,
but these shortcuts often lead us astray;,
blinding us to the richness of human
diversity. When we assume we know
someone based on their appearance,
back- ground, or a single characteristic,
we deny them the depth of their indi-
viduality and inadvertently perpetuate
ignorance.

Let’s face it, we’ve all been victims of
stereotypes. Whether it’s being judged
by our nationality, gender, appearance,
or hobbies, we know the frustration of
not being seen for who we truly are. So,
why do we continue this harmful prac-
tice? Fear, laziness, or perhaps a lack of
awareness? Regardless of the rea- sons,
it’s time to shatter this cycle.

Consider the story of the introvert-
ed librarian who’s also a salsa danc-
ing champion, or the tattooed artist
who spends weekends volunteering at a
shelter or going to classical music con-
certs. These are glimpses into the lives
that stereotypes fail to capture. It’s not
enough to say, “Don’t judge a book by
its cover.” We must actively seek to turn
the pages, engaging with the stories
beneath the surface.

The path to change begins with
acknowledging our biases. Recognizing
that we all hold them allows us to con-
front them head-on. Education is a for-
midable weapon against stereotypes. By
learning about different cultures, histo-
ries, and experiences, we open the door
to a more inclusive perspective. It’s a
journey toward realizing that our world
is a mosaic of vibrant, individual lives,
each with its own colors and textures.

But this change isn’t just about
self-improvement; it’'s a societal shift.
By resisting stereotypes, we create an
environment where empathy flourishes.
We extend the hand of understanding
to those who’ve been marginalized and
silenced. We pave the way for collabora-
tion that’s based on shared goals rather
than preconceived judgments.

It’s time to rewrite the script of our
interactions. Let’s ask questions and lis-
ten attentively. Let’s engage in conversa-
tions that bridge gaps and build bridges.
Let’s be curious about the people we
encounter, seeking to understand their
unique perspectives.

Aswestrive for a world free of assump-
tions and stereotypes, let’s remember
that change is gradu- al. But every step
taken is a step closer to a society where
each person is seen, heard, and valued
for who they truly are. Let’s be the
generation that breaks the chains of
stereotype, forging connections that are
genuine, lasting, and transformative.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

ON AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Something has got to give

To the Editor:

How is the country ever going to
unite when even a local newspa-
per like the Spencer new Leader’s
Viewpoint spews so much vitriol. And
this hatred is all aimed at one man,
Donald Trump.

It’s as if hating this one man is
going to change anything. It’s not.

You hate him. You didn’t vote for
him. But people did vote for him, and
he’s the President. Oh, I know, he’s
not your President. Sadly, some of you
hate the people who voted for him as
well.

Again, that’s not going to change a
thing. Some people weren’t enamored
with the performance and outcome
of the previous administration, but
yet, here we are. If you are fortunate
to know exactly how all of President

Trump’s policies are going to affect us
by the end of his term, by all means,
enlighten us. Am I saying that his cur-
rent decisions are the end all, be all?
No, I'm not. However, in the interim,
hate has no purpose except to perpetu-
ate violence and social turmoil.

On a side note, if you are so dis-
heartened, when filing your taxes
this year, you won’t want the recent-
ly passed $6,000 deduction for Social
Security that you may be entitled to,
and if you are a waitress, the up to
$25,000 deduction for qualifying tips,
and you probably won’t look into the
additional child care credit that you
could take advantage of.

Because, after all, you hate Trump.

SyLviA LITTLE
SPENCER

Finding, capturing,
and embracing happiness

To the Editor:

It’s what we seek, desire, need, and
ask for. It’s what we will capture and
nurture. It’s more than cultivating a
state of well being and contentment.
It generates a feeling of peace and
harmony in our minds and hearts. If
people are safe, successful, and lucky,
they feel success. It is the epitome of
life.

Gives a feeling of personal joy and
contentment.

Allows social interaction with peo-
ple we meet.

Ensures pleasure received through
laughter.

Impacts our social and physical well
being.

Reduces stress and anxiety.

Enhances our mental health.
Fuels our motivation to achieve
goals.
Creates lasting memories.
Happiness is a personal journey that
can be explored with family, friends,
and community. Always captured
and experienced with positive upbeat
results. It’s a subjective experience
that includes feelings and emotions. It
can be influenced by external circum-
stances and personal values. It’s an
intangible concept. Happiness is not
just a word describing our personal
hopes, wishes, desires and feelings, it
is the essence of what life is all about.
DoNALD L. GAUDETTE, SR.
SouTH HADLEY
FORMERLY OF BROOKFIELD

Art

We’ve reached number 1 on the top
10 list of antiques and collectibles that
regularly sell well for us. As a refresh-
er, here’s the rest of the top 10 list that
we’ve covered in previous columns.

10. Transportation memorabilia

9. Old Chinese antiques

8. Vintage and antique posters and
advertising signs

7. Vintage and antique cars

6. Historical memorabilia

5. Comic books

4. Baseball cards and sports
memorabilia

3. Gold and Silver Coins and
Sterling Silver

2. Estate jewelry, gold, and
diamonds, gold watches

results last year. An untitled oil on can-
vas landscape by Charles Gruppe went
for $2,100. Gruppe was born in Canada
but painted in Rockport, Massachusetts,
a hotbed of artists. The Rockport Artist
Association was formed in 1921, and
the town is home to the Rockport Art
Museum. An abstract oil on canvas
painting by French born artist Jacques
Doucet titled “La Promenade de
Kafka” fetched $5,400 last year. A Julian
Onderdonk, a Texas Impressionist
painter known for painting bluebonnet
flowers, “A Glowy Sky” signed oil on
board painting sold for $9,600 last year.
A Boston estate modern art col-
lection featuring many paintings
by United Kingdom artists was part
of our January 2024 auction. A 1967
Craigie Aitchinson fish still life oil
on canvas brought $16,800. Barbara
Hepworth’s “Rhythmic Form” Abstract
oil and ink on board sold for $37,200.
The two most valuable paintings
were by United Kingdom artist
William Scott. Scott was a Senior
Lecturer at the Bath Academy
of Art in Bath, England, from
1946 to 1956. During a trip to New
York, he met Jackson Pollock,
Elaine de Kooning, Mark Rothko,
and Franz Kline. Their influence
changed his painting method
completely and he became an

And finally, art is number 1 ANTIQUES abstract impressionist like them.
on my tOP‘éO list. A?I't I?nfc:olm- > A William Scott “Grey Theme I”
passes a wide variety ot styles COLIECTIBLES oil on canvas painting reached
and mediums. There are paint- $105,000. William Scott’s “Nine
ings, metal sculptures, stone & FQrATES  Pears on a White Plate,” c. 1956
sculptures, pottery, folk art in , "7 .7, . oil on canvas fetched $141,000.
wood and metal, and many WAYNE TUISKULA ~ Maurizio Cattelan’s

other forms. Art of course has
a long and varied history rang-
ing from cave drawings dating
back to around 40,000 years ago to a
2019 piece of conceptual art featuring a
banana taped to a wall.

Unlike most antiques, older isn’t
always better when it comes to art. A
2019 Art Newspaper article reported
declining sales in Old Masters paintings
while contemporary art was seeing an
increase in value.

In general, we have seen strong values
for many works by listed artists over the
past year. A J. L. (French sculptor Jean
Leone) Gerome, “Gold leaf on Bronze
Statue of Woman - Green Alabaster
base” sold for $6,300 last year. An Italian
born artist Arnoldo Pomodoro “Gold
Patinated Bronze Sculpture” brought
$7,800. Bessie Potter Vonnoh was born
in S. Louis, MO, and worked in New
York. Her “In Arcadia” bronze statue
brought $11,400 last year.

Paintings also brought good auction

“Comedian,” the artwork of a

banana duct taped to a wall that
I alluded to earlier, sold for $6.2 million
last year. The piece includes instruc-
tions on replacing the banana when it
goes bad, although some have chosen to
eat the banana before it rots.

Our online auction of the
Harlansburg Transportation Museum
in Pennsylvania starts this week. We
continue to work on the Laurel and
Hardy memorabilia auction and Civil
War memorabilia auction. We are
accepting quality consignments for
other upcoming auctions. Please visit
our website https://centralmassauc-
tions.com for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for
auction information at: Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles
Auctions and Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.com or (508-612-
6111).

i, tonebridgePress.com

Let a financial
advisor belp

plan for life’s

curveballs

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

No matter what stage of your life
you’re in — caring for children, work-
ing toward retirement or planning your
legacy — unforeseen events like a job
loss, a major illness or even a stock
market drop could derail what you’re
working so hard to achieve financially.

With your future at stake, you may
want to get guidance from a financial
professional who can develop a person-
alized financial strategy to help you
navigate life’s curveballs.

Here are specific ways a financial
advisor can help.

Create a customized long-term strat-
egy. This is the first step to weather
unforeseen events. You may have sev-
eral long-term investing goals — your
retirement, your child’s education or
perhaps a dream vacation. A financial
advisor can help you build a strategy
specific to your goals and risk tolerance.
This will include prioritizing those
goals, building a path toward each and
pivoting your strategy as markets shift
and needs change.

Set realistic expectations. Successful
investing requires discipline and
patience — most individual investors
make their money over time, not over-
night. Start by setting realistic time-
lines to reach each of your goals. And
don’t be surprised if you need to make
trade-offs, like working an extra year to
help fund your retirement dream home.
It’s realistic to expect you’ll hit some
bumps in the road. Perhaps the markets
will drop and the value of your portfolio
may follow. (It’s also realistic to expect
they will rebound, as they have histor-
ically. Of course, past performance of
the markets is no guarantee of what
will happen in the future.) A financial
advisor can help you keep your emo-
tions in check no matter what comes
your way and stay focused on the long
term, knowing you have a customized
strategy in place.

Diversify your investments. The
foundation for your portfolio is your
asset allocation, or how you divide your
assets among stocks, bonds, cash and
other investments. Different invest-
ments behave differently in various
market conditions, so maintaining a
good mix can help better weather mar-
ket fluctuations than putting “all your
eggs in one basket.” Finding the right
diversification mix, and keeping it bal-
anced despite what the market does, can
get complicated, but it’s almost second
nature for a good financial advisor. All
investments do carry risk, and asset
allocation doesn’t ensure a profit or pro-
tect against loss in a declining market.

Keep a long-term outlook. It’s easy to
become distracted by the latest head-
line, expert prediction or market swing.
However, if these events don’t change
your long-term outlook, there probably
isn’t a reason to make changes to your
strategy. In fact, these declines often
present good opportunities if you're a
long-term investor, so use them to your
advantage — your financial advisor can
show you how.

Keep your emergency savings
well-funded. This is your “rainy day”
fund, and an unexpected event may
constitute a rainy day. For most people,
maintaining three to six months of
total expenses in emergency savings
is appropriate. The specific amount
depends on factors like your risk of
unexpected expenses or temporary loss
of income, and how much you value
being confident that you can weather
financial emergencies. A financial advi-
sor can help you determine what your
emergency savings should look like.

Unexpected events are part of life.
You can’t predict them, but you can pre-
pare for them. No matter what is going
on around you, having a professional by
your side can help set you up to navi-
gate them confidently.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Tried and True Fishing Tips

Whether relaxing on
the shore of still waters,
or wrangling in a temper-
amental trout, the sport
of fishing remains a sim-
ple pleasure lifelong mem-
ories are made of. With
several popular water-
ways in our area, fishing
is an outdoor activity
enjoyed by locals both
young and old alike.

Planning to drop your
line into the waters this
weekend? Read on for an
array of classic tips from
successful anglers - all
geared to help make your
time at the fishing hole
more productive!

*%

Successful fishers make
it a habit to change their
line. Fishing line has
memory- it will retain the
twist, nicks scrapes, and
it gets weaker every time
it is used. Don’t chance
losing the “big one” to
brittle line!

*%

And be sure to match

Stop praying like
you're begging for
scraps.

PosITIVELY

your hook size to your
bait: small for small, large
for large. It makes a dif-
ference in holding your
bait, and in how many
strikes you will get.

*%

Take a valuable fishing
tip from old timers who
say “if you find the bait
you’ll find the fish.” To
do this efficiently, they
make it a habit to scan
the water for bird activi-
ty. Follow the birds, who
follow the bait, and you’ll
likely find the fish!

*%

When throwing into
the wind, drop your rod
tip to the water right after
making the cast. You’ll
get more distance and
will also get the slack out
of your line in case you
get bit just when the bait
hits the surface. If you
leave the rod held high,
the wind will make an arc
out of your line and you'd

lose control of the bait.
E T

Still no bites? It could
be your bug repellent.
Never handle bait after
applying it as the scent
will keep the fish away:

E

Tips to Track Trout

* Did you know
Rainbow Trout favor 56
degree water? Find that
temperature and you're
sure to find the fish! If it’s
cold out, trout can typical-
ly be found on the surface
of a lake. If it’s hot out,
they’ll be deeper in the
water.

*Remember, trout have
tough mouths. Keep your
hooks sharp - and use a
number 4 hook for best
results!

* Want to up your
odds of trout for sup-
per? When lake fishing,
dip your crawler in the
oil from a can of smoked
oysters!

* Trying to tempt the
best trout? Try this secret
recipe from anglers:

Combine two ounces of
cod liver oil with 20 drops
oil of anise. Mix well. Dip
your bait in the mixture
and string up the trout!

*%

These old fashioned
bait recipes are tried and
true secret weapons from
successful fishermen - but
best of all, you can whip
them up with ingredients
from your kitchen cup-
boards!

*Anglers swear refrig-
erator biscuit dough is a
great bait for trout. Just
pull a raw biscuit apart
and start reeling in the
“big one!”

*Even fish love spicy
food, as this super lure
recipe will attest. Mix
together 8 ounce ground
aniseed or fennel seed
and two ounces ground
allspice. Sprinkle 1/16th
oz. oil of cloves over the
above and mix. Store in
tightly sealed jars for a
few days while the odors

blend. Put a drop on fish
bait.

*If you’re fishing with
salmon eggs or worms,
don’t forget to add a
miniature marshmal-
low to the hook to keep
your bait buoyant!

*Try this quick tip:
dip your crawler in the
oil from a can of smoked
oysters! Fish love it!
%%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a column)
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two at
the renowned restaurant,
located on Route 131 across
the town common in his-
toric Sturbridge. Because

Don’t pray like a beggar!

your words as march-
ing orders. Pray like
a beggar, and your

That's why your  SPEAKING  hrain wires itself to
plans fall apart. expect scraps. Pray
That’s why the TOBY like a commander,
world ignores your MOORE  and you activate the
voice. — networks in your

You kneel, you
whisper, you plead—but
all it shows is a lack of
faith.

You weren’t made to
beg. You were made to
command.

Don’t get me wrong—
prayer is a form of faith.
But if you pray like some-
one who doesn’t believe...
if you doubt, if you're just
hoping for a miracle you
secretly think will never
come... if you’re waiting,
crying, complaining—
then it’s not faith at all.
It’s a broadcast of fear and
lack.

Neuroscience tells us
your brain listens to the
story you repeat. It takes

mind that seek solu-

tions, recognize opportu-
nities, and pull you toward
what you claim.

Scientists found that
just watching tiny par-
ticles changed how they
behaved. Prayer works
the same way—what you
focus on with expectation
shapes what shows up.

Life works the same
way. If you expect little,
you'll get little. If you
expect abundance with
unwavering certainty, you
start tuning into the ver-
sion of reality where it’s
already yours.

You’re not here to plead
for crumbs—you’re here
to speak as if the feast is

already set before you.

The master put it plain:
“If anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Go, throw
yourself into the sea,” and
does not doubt in their
heart but believes that
what they say will hap-
pen, it will be done for
them.” That’s authority!
It’s knowing reality bends
to conviction.

He also said, “According
to your faith, let it be done
to you.” In other words,
you don’t get what you
want; you get what you
expect.

And “Whatever you ask
for in prayer, believe that
you have received it, and it
will be yours.” That’s the
mental blueprint—see it
done before it’s done.

Begging mode doesn’t
just feel weak—it makes
you weak. Neuroscience
calls it a low-agency mind-
set. When you approach
your goals from desper-

ation, your brain flips
into survival mode. You
become less capable of
spotting opportunities
or making bold moves.
You’re programming your
reality to deliver the same
disappointments, over
and over.

Flip the lens, and every-
thing changes. When you
speak and act with certain-
ty, your nervous system
recalibrates. Dopamine
and serotonin rise, your
motivation climbs, and
your tolerance for risk
increases. You start scan-
ning for proof that what
you've declared is already
unfolding. It’s not magic—
it’s chemistry.

Faith in command
mode looks different. It’s
not passive, waiting on the
sidelines for something to
change. It steps onto the
court and plays to win. It’s
the voice that says, “This
will happen,” instead of

“I hope this happens.” It’s
moving your feet before
you see the finish line,
because you Kknow it’s
there.

Every great spiritu-
al teacher, every revo-
lutionary leader, every
game-changer in business,
art, or science—whether
they spoke in the language
of God, the universe, or
the human spirit—operat-
ed with that same unshak-
able conviction.

Before David killed
the giant, he declared it
first. Standing in front
of Goliath—armed with
nothing but a sling, a few
stones, and an unshakable
belief—he didn’t whisper
a prayer of survival. He
spoke a statement of vic-
tory. “This day the Lord
will deliver you into my
hands!” It wasn’t just a
declaration; he was say-
ing that his prayer was
already answered, and the

KAREN
TRAINOR

I'm in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!
%%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regard-
ing household or garden
matters? If so, why not
share them with readers
of Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions
and/or hints to: Take the
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into
a drawing for dinner for
two at the historic Publick
House Inn.

answer was yes!

You are not here to
rehearse defeat in your
mind. You are not here to
train your nervous system
for scraps. You are here to
speak life into your own
story—out loud, without
apology, without retreat.

Every word you speak,
every image you picture,
every act you take is cast-
ing a vote for the reality
you will live in tomorrow.
Stop praying in fear. Stop
reinforcing lack.

Pray like you own the
place. Speak like the thing
you want is already writ-
ten in the book of your
life, not from an attitude
of pride, but from humil-
ity.

The truth is simple:
reality doesn’t give you
what you hope for—it
gives you what you com-
mand, and then work for
like it’s already yours.

\(orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ D

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

ommunity
Connection

SBryzee

‘Gandle “Go.

559 Main Street
Fiskdale, Unit LL

https://bryzeecandleco.com

PROPANE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

(25— $5.70 300-500........0..... $2.55 to 80%
50-75 vvvvrvers $3.40 500 PLUS..........$2.40 )
75-150 s $3.05 Duel Fuel .......... 375  Driver
150-300.........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
e\onday price 8/11/25 was 52.99 per gallon*

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!”

*prices subject to change

e R

MCERAL Tanks Filled

100 gallon minimum

-

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

St —

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media F1®

I R B Y

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

— ==,

Open 7 Days a Week ¢ We Deliver
AUGUST SPECIALS

ORTHEAS

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.

Since 1997

I PIITA s OUR

Sausage
Pizza

Sm. $6.99
Lg. $9.99

Cannot be combined
with other specials or coupons.

Cheeseburger OR
Cheeseburger Sub

Sm. 8” $5.99
Lg. 12” $6.99

+1.00 add bacon

Small
Cheese Pizza
EVERYDAY 11-4

only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

Leicester

1205 Main St.
508-892-9276

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~

www.northeastpizza.com

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567




8 SPENCER NEW LEADER

o Friday, August 15, 2025

Local historian explores regzon s numerous bay Patbs

Gus Steeves
Don Duffy

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Our region is
littered with roads, trails and
buildings called “Bay Path,”
including the vocational high
school in Charlton.

As historian Don Duffy told a
few dozen people at the library
last week, they don’t actually
refer to a single thing. Over
the centuries, the region has
been criscrossed by numerous
“Bay Paths,” all of them so
named because they connect-
ed to some route leading to
Massachusetts Bay.

The most famous of them
wasn’t at all a direct route any-
where, at least in this region.

“It wasn’t a normal, let’s go
in the easiest way we can go

Polar Park ‘akeover showcases L

Leicester leaders showcase their town during a recent ceremony at Polar Park.

i E w‘”'

Two audience members look over Duffy’s map depicting the lines of sight
of various hills along the Native Bay Path network.

path. It involved hills,” he said.

His map depicted how the
path was actually conceived
as a network of line-of-sight
connections between major
hills like Steerage Rock, Coys
Hill and Mashamucket (now
Mugget), with lower levels
typically running along rivers
(Chicopee, Ware, Quinebaug,
Quaboag). People didn’t usual-
ly travel the whole route; they
just used it to get from one
village to the next.

“When you got to the hill,
you didn’t climb the last little
bit,” Duffy said. “They went
around the steepest parts.”

In fact, he said, there are
actually at least three Bay
Paths. The original path was
the Native American one, a sin-

FIND YOUR

BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FORALIMITED TIME ONLY

glefile trail that’s still visible
in places as a narrow ‘“scoop”
or linear depression caused
by many thousands of feet
over many centuries. When
Europeans came, they often
laid out property lines with ref-
erence to that path — “as skin-
ny as it was, everybody knew
where it was,” Duffy said — and
put stone walls on either side
of it. Over the years, those col-
onists found the original path
didn’t suit their animals and
wheeled vehicles, so they shift-
ed it off the hills. Some of those
stretches have since become
major roads and highways like
Route 20; others are still cart
paths in the woods.

Beyond our region, Duffy
said “the Indian paths didn’t

stop. They just kept going”
west into the Berkshires and
north and south along the
Connecticut.

He noted some parts of the
network aligned with Kkey
astronomical points, but didn’t
know a lot about that aspect of
it. In some areas, the path pass-
es through large collections
of Native cairns, dozens or
hundreds in parallel lines, but
there are also several smaller
groups and single cairns all
over the woods. They come in
various types, but he said the
most common is “a monster
rock and above it a bunch of
small stones.” Also common
are what he called “gates to the
underworld,” where Natives
stuck smaller rocks and other
gifts to the gods into crevices
in boulders.

In some places, they formed
effigies of animals. He cited
two specifically - a turtle
in Brimfield and a snake in
Monson, but noted “it wasn’t a
great thing. If T didn’t tell you,
you wouldn’t know what this
thing was.”

Other presenters have noted
you can tell Native structures
from colonial-era ones by the
size of the lichens on the rocks;
lichens grow at a very slow but
steady rate for centuries.

Duffy said a lot of the work
of identifying the Native Bay
Path and related structures
was recorded by Levi Chase in
1919; his book “The Bay Path
and Along the Way” is avail-
able free online at the Library

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

of Congress website.

“It’s nice he did this because
otherwise we wouldn’t know
where things were,” Duffy said.

One audience member spec-
ulated the cairns were rocks
the Natives removed from their
farm fields, like the colonists
later did. But Duffy noted
many of them are in areas the
Natives didn’t farm; they pre-
ferred gravelly, south-facing
hillside locations and river-
side flatlands; they didn’t have
plows or domestic animals who
could break through clay and
other denser soils. For years,
we thought Native agriculture
dated to about 300 CE in this
area, but recent DNA work has
pushed that back to about 600
BCE, he added.

Mary Santos said she lives in
a house along the old Bay Path,
the old Daniel Harrington
property. She cited a document
saying the Harrington Road/
Pumpkin Lane was laid out in
1783 “on the ancient way,” but
the original home was gone by
1830. Some parts of the Native
path are still walkable in that
area, she noted.

Another man said the same
about stretches running
through Oxford’s Clara Barton
Camp. He noted it crossed the
French River where Quaboag
Avenue now is. (Duffy noted
one Native name in this area
was the Quaboag Path.)

Gus Steeves can be reached
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

EICCSteI’

-

LEICESTER — Residents, officials, and town organizations recently show-
cased their community at Polar Park during a special annual program.

Run by the Worcester Red Sox, the Town Takeover competition offers local
communities an opportunity to shine during their own individual showcase
games at Polar Park.

Courtesy

team.

Not only does the competition promote organizations and community groups
within each town, but it also raises money for various causes.

“This year, we’re once again dedicating various games throughout the season
to different towns across central Massachusetts to discover which community
boasts the most WooSox fans and civic pride,” read a statement released by the

By purchasing tickets through special offers, residents are able to show their
town spirit while contributing to great causes. Each ticket sale includes a dona-
tion to a nonprofit organization within the designated community.

Leicester residents enjoyed their Town Takeover festivities on Aug. 2. A large
crowd of families attended the game, in addition to several town officials.

A special pregame ceremony honored Leicester Select Board members;
personnel with the Town Administrator’s Office and other municipal depart-
ments; and the staff, students, and families at Leicester Public Schools.

Throwing out the game’s ceremonial first pitch was Leicester track and field
coach, Olney White, who delivered a perfect strike.

“The WooSox have always been very civic-minded, and events like this show

their connection with the surrounding communities,”

said Leicester Town

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Administrator David Genereux. “For the town, its businesses, and our resi-
dents, it is a great day to get together at Polar Park, have fun, and enjoy summer
baseball in a beautiful setting.”

Leicester Select Board Chairman Doug Belanger raised the idea of the town
purchasing 100 tickets for the Leicester Day WooSox game, as a way of showing
appreciation to employees. Selectmen unanimously endorsed the motion.

“I truly believe that building camaraderie helps not only employee morale,
but overall efficiency. In a time of divisiveness and mistrust, bringing cowork-
ers together is a win-win for the employees, their families, and the community;”
Belanger said.

A portion of this year’s Leicester Day ticket sales will be donated to assist the
two Leicester Police Department officers who were injured during an off-duty
accident last month.

On July 10, LPD Officers Eddie Santiago and Stephen Kustigian were struck
and seriously injured while riding their motorcycles off-duty in Worcester. The
driver of the vehicle that caused the wreck, later arrested and charged with
OUI, pulled out in front of the officers at an intersection.

As the officers continue their recovery, it means a lot to them and the rest of
their LPD family to receive such strong community support. The portions of
ticket sales from Leicester Day will be donated to the Leicester Police Officer
Assistance Fund.

Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

CARRYINGTHE P OFS . GTEARNS gl vasa Astoomout o voryworths cuse o suppot o
TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC’ & FOSTER' Added Select Board member Kellie Wilson, “It was wonderful to have the

community get together for the WooSox game, and even better that we were
able to combine fun with a successful fundraiser that benefited the Leicester
Booster Club and our two injured police officers, Officer Santiago and Officer
Kustigian.”

At the end of the baseball season, the central Massachusetts town with the
largest attendance at its Town Takeover game will receive a special honor on
the field during Fan Appreciation Week, scheduled for Sept. 15-21.

To learn more about the program and how you can support your town'’s
day in the spotlight, check out the WooSox Web site. A full schedule of Town
Takeover games is listed on the site.

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM
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“It’s not a dumpster, it’s a big mousetrap”

BY GUS STEEVES

CORRESPONDENT
CHARLTON — You
wouldn’t think cars

would be a major issue
for flying beings. But
they are.

“That bird didn’t have
a death wish, it saw some-
thing moving,” Julie
Collier said. “That trig-
gered the instinct to go
get it. There’s no instinct
to look both ways.”

One of the most com-
mon ways raptors find
their way to Wingmasters,
the bird rehab Collier and
her partner Jim Parks
run in Leverett, is by div-
ing for such prey and not
seeing the oncoming car
that hits them en route.
They’ve taken many such
birds to Tufts Animal
Clinic in Grafton, but not
all survived.

“When things go
right,” they get to release
the birds back into
the wild; that can take
years. Some, however,
are never releasable,
and Wingmasters has a
permit to keep them at
Rattlesnake Gutter Land
Trust and use some of
them for educational
events.

Last Thursday, they
brought several of those
birds — mostly owls, but
also one peregrine falcon
— to Charlton Library to
talk about what they do,
the lives of such raptors,
how they hunt, some
myths, and other details
of the species they work
with.

“If you’re looking for
gratitude in this world,
do not raise a teenager
and don’t rehab birds
of prey,” Collier noted,
describing one they’d
cared for as being “six
ounces and all of them
nasty” even after three

Worcester Youth Leadership Institute
celebrates 12th graduating class

WORCESTER — While many students tradi-
tionally have headed off to summer vacations, for
the past 11 years, some area high school and col-
lege students have participated in the Worcester
Youth Leadership Institute. The program offers

COLLIER, PARKS EXPLORE LIVES AND MYTHS OF HUNTING BIRDS

Gus Steeves

Julie Collier with their rehabbed peregrine falcon.

years in their care.

In their experience, the
peregrine is “the wisest
bird here today,” Parks
said, while Collier added
the smartest one they’ve
rehabbed was a gold-
en eagle and the second
was a red-tailed hawk,
far brighter than their
owls. On a scale of 1-10,
they rate eagles as 10, the
hawk as 9.75, and owls as
1-4 depending on species.
Parks later cited the barn
owl as a 4, while Collier
noted some other types
are just 1 or even 0.5.

The peregrines are
“the opposite of owls”
in variosu respects, she
said. Peregrines hunt
by day using speed and
sight — diving at 200 mph
it’s “nature’s jet,” so
that even when the prey
hears them, they don’t
have time to react. They
migrate south for winter
and can’t deal with cold.
Owls, by contrast, are
cold-adapted, slow, silent

students a six-week learning experience which

exposes them to a variety of Worcester businesses,
industries, and mentors. The Institute is a part
of a broader effort by the Worcester Regional
Chamber of Commerce to develop and mentor
Worcester’s future leaders.

The Institute is a partnership between the
Worcester Chamber, MassHire Central Workforce

Board, The United Way of Central Massachusetts,
Worcester Community Action Council, and the
City of Worcester’s Youth Opportunities Office,
and DPH, with support from National Grid and

GFI Partners.

“The goal is simple — expose Worcester’s young
people to the myriad of businesses, leaders, men-
tors, and possibilities available in their own com-
munities,” said Timothy Murray, president and
CEO of the Worcester Chamber. “These youth
are our future leaders. We want them to know
and understand their community can offer them
a unique college experience and fascinating job
opportunities, and provide insight and perspective
on the city’s history, leadership, business commu-
nity, and government make-up.”

Coordinated by Walter Jovel, the Institute iden-
tified 25 youth, ages 15 — 21, who are participating
in the city’s YouthWorks employment program
and who were nominated by their employer. They
are participating in a six-week, summer

leadership program as part of their

employment program.

“We think this is an awesome oppor-

night hunters by sound
who stay year round
(snowy owls are from
the Arctic and find this
area usually too warm).
Collier flicked and waved
feathers of both; the for-
mer were clearly audible,
the latter, not at all.

Most owls hunt rodents
(peregrines mostly hunt
birds in flight), and
have somewhat adapted
to human settings. The
owls have fluffy, fur-like
feathers evolved to insu-
late, with most of them
having feathered feet and
camouflage. Peregrines
have thin, bare taloned
feet which they can use
as fists to knock prey
birds out of the sky or
grab them in flight. An
owl’s bark-looking cam-
ouflage is often so good
people can walk right by
one and not see it watch-
ing them from a tree’s
hollow. Collier said to
“let the bird reveal itself.
Owls are very, very good

or other area nonprofits. Topics have included
career exploration as well as leadership focus
areas from the Worcester fabric, such as entrepre-
neurism, economic development, public health,
and nonprofit organizations.

Theprogramlaunched in2014after conversations
between Tim Murray, George Smith and Ron Scott
from United Families for Change, Worcester Mayor
Joseph Petty, City Manager Edward Augustus, and
City Councilors Philip Palmieri and Sarai Rivera.
All of the partner organizations came together
and have graduated 150 students over the past nine
years.

Jim Parks with one of their barred owls.

at sitting still, which fal-
cons are hopeless at.”
Peregrines have
become an urban species;
Parks noted there’s a nest
of them atop Worcester’s
Travelers Insurance
building that has driven
away most of the other
bird species that used
to be there. Years ago,
there were just 39 nest-
ing pairs of peregrines
in the US, and they were
endangered due to DDT
use. (Today’s parallel is
rodenticides; they urged
people not to use them
at all. “You’ll never wipe
out the rodent popu-
lation. You’ll just cre-
ate havoc for beautiful
birds,” Parks said.) Now
there’s at least 50 pairs
in Massachusetts
alone, with recov-
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ery thanks to captive
breeding.

The owl species they
brought faced similar
recovery paths except for
the barn owl, which is
still endangered. It’s also
the least camouflaged of
their sample species and
would normally migrate
but has taken advan-
tage of human places
for warmth in winter.
Barred owls, by contrast,
have recovered alongside
the beavers, since they
favor wetlands.

All birds of prey share
four traits, Parks said —
binocular vision, flying
ability, talons and curved
beaks. Many also love
our trash since they can’t
smell it but it attracts lots

SEPTEMBER 6™ & 7™

10AM-4PM

TG

BROOKFIELD ORCHARDS
12 Lincoln Rd. N Brookfield

Stay updated on this fun family event by visiting

our social media and website.
www.BrookfieldOrchards.com

of prey; as Parks put it,
“Ask the owl or hawk, it’s
not a dumpster, it’s a big
mousetrap.” Often, they
hunt the same things at
different times; he noted
“where you see a hawk
by day, you’'ve got an owl,
too.”

When it comes to
myths, both had several
they sought to debunk.
Some were inaccurate
names; Collier noted
screech owls do not
screech, they call with
a “melodic trill.” (The
screeches we hear are
usually foxes or fishers.)
Likewise great horned
owls aren’t horned; those
tufts are for insulation
and silent hunting. (They
are “the most aggressive
hunting bird of anything
that lives in the north-
east” and favor “things
marked with white.”
Females will attack peo-
ple who come too close
to nests, aiming for their
faces — not out of vicious-
ness, but to protect their
young.)

Owls also aren’t “wise,”
and can’t turn their
head 360 degrees — just
180. Also, she said she
“wished more Americans
understood” that waving
hello to animals is seen
by them as a threat. The
birds don’t see the spec-
trum of shades we can;
mostly, they just see the
bright colors (red, yellow,
orange, black and white)
with others being shades
of grey to them. But they
can also “see by the light
of moon and stars in a
way you and I can’t.”

Gus Steeves can be

reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.
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tunity to enhance our employment pro-
gram,” said Jeff Turgeon, executive
director of MassHire Central Workforce
Board. “These students have already
shown initiative by participating in the
YouthWorks program, and by offering
extended learning experience outside
of the typical workday, are able to give
them a unique experience and hopefully
a greater appreciation for their commu-
nity.”

The Institute, which will run from
July 11 to Aug. 15, will introduce the
participants to the business, govern-
ment, education, and nonprofit sectors
in a variety of ways including talks and
question-and-answer sessions with the
leadership structures of various sectors
and organizations.

The youth participants are all a part
of the Worcester YouthWorks employ-
ment program, where they are working
Monday through Thursday at the City
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LIBRARY

continued from page Al

library-issued statement
read. “The more bin-
gos you finish, the more
chances you have to win.”

All bingo entries must
be completed and verified
by Sept. 2. The grand prize
winner will be drawn on
Sept. 3.

Meanwhile, teens and
adults are invited to check
out an exciting new pro-
gram.

“Ready to embark on
an epic adventure? Join
us every Thursday from
5:30-7 p.m. at the library
for Tabletop Game Night,”
the statement read. “We're

playing Dungeon World,
a fun, beginner-friendly
roleplaying game with
a simple ruleset and big
imagination.”

No experience is
required to take part in
this program. Simply
bring your creativity.

If you have questions
about this program, send
a text to: 774-200-9025. You
may also stop by during
Thursday sessions to
learn more. All are wel-
come.

Additionally, young-
sters are invited to visit
the library’s teen area to
explore the “Teen Activity
Cart.”

“You’ll find -coloring

supplies, puzzles, games,
and craft Kits, perfect for
relaxing or hanging out
with friends,” the state-
ment read.

Guests are also invited
to check out the library’s
growing collection of
manga and graphic nov-
els. Whether you love fan-
tasy adventures, slice-of-
life stories, or superhero
sagas, there’s something
waiting for you to enjoy.

Local teenagers have
the opportunity to join
a special Teen Advisory
Committee. If you would
like to help shape pro-
grams, recommend books,
and augment library
experiences, officials are

OFFICERS

continued from page Al

his colleagues had both
been involved in a colli-
sion with another vehicle.
He immediately provided
aid, including the appli-
cation of a tourniquet,
while waiting for the
arrival of EMS personnel.

Pepin later visited his
friends in the hospital to
offer support and comfort
for their families.

Both officers who were
involved in the wreck are
expected to be out of work
for an extended period,
police leaders said. The
driver who struck the
officers was arrested and
charged with OUL

“I want to wish all the
best for the two officers

who are still healing from
their off-duty injuries,
and I pray for them both
to make a full recovery,”
Durant said.

Police leaders thank
community members
for their strong outpour-
ing of support for the
injured officers since the
accident, as well as their
ongoing appreciation for
the entire department.

“The LPD has some of
the finest police officers in
the Commonwealth, and I
could not be prouder of
their dedication to the job
and the fine work they all
do,” said Leicester Police
Chief Ken Antanavica.
“It is truly heartwarm-
ing to see the staff rally
around their injured col-
leagues. The support is

overwhelming to the fam-
ilies.”

The Aug. 5 program
also included a pinning
ceremony for Leicester’s
newest police officer,
Nicholas Wilson.

“From the public pin-
ning of the newest mem-
ber of the force, to the
recognition of the deter-
mination and smarts
deployed in capturing a
dangerous criminal, to
the honoring of those
recently injured and the
lifesaving assistance ren-
dered by a fellow officer,
Leicester wants them all
to know: We have your
six,” said Select Board
Chairman Doug Belanger.

Officer Wilson is a
native of Leicester.
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seeking Teen Advisory
Committee members.

“This is a great way
to earn volunteer hours,
build leadership skKills,
and make your voice
heard,” the statement
read.

If you’re interested in
taking part, stop by the
front desk or email nbdi-
rector@cwmars.org to
sign up.

Several August sto-

ry-time programs will
be offered to youngsters
on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Books will be paired with
craft activities covering
summertime topics.

The library continues
to host the Children’s Art
Club on the first and third
Monday of each month.
All sessions last from 4-5
p.m. Topics this month
include forest art and
beach scene painting.

The library’s youth
Lego Club takes place
every Thursday at 4 p.m.

For more information
about upcoming library
events, or to register for
an activity, call 508-867-
0208. You may also send
an email to: hastonfree-
publiclibrary@gmail.
com.

The library is located at
161 North Main St.

PANTRY

continued from page Al

were blessed that the First
Congregational Church
said we could use their
lawn as a great location,”
Farrington said. “Howe
Lumber was amazing to
us and donated all the
materials. Another res-
ident, John Tripp, built
the stand. It is true that
it takes a village to make
things happen, and if you
build it they will come.”

Added Farrington,
“The collaborative strug-
gles to keep nonperish-
ables on our shelves, so
we have a tote at the stand
if people would like to
donate.”

Monetary donations
can be made to: North
Brookfield Community
Food Collaborative,
70 Bates St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535.

Meanwhile, community
leaders thank Farrington
and her team for their
ongoing efforts to help
reduce food insecurity
across the area.

Earlier this year,

Farrington was named
a “Commonwealth
Heroine” by the
Massachusetts
Commission on the Status
of Women.

Honored at the State
House in June, Farrington
is one of 125 women
across the state recog-
nized for contributions to
their communities.

Each year, the
Massachusetts
Commission on the Status
of Women partners with
state legislators to identi-
fy women who make out-
standing contributions to
their organizations and

communities.
Farrington was

nominated by State

Representative Donald

Berthiaume, of Spencer.
“Karen started a food
security collaborative
that has grown into help-
ing 170 families in our
small rural district,”
Berthiaumesaid. “Sheisa
behind-the-scenes person,
who works diligently to
help others and has incor-
porated the schools and
the senior citizens. She

has stressed that she is
part of a team that works
tirelessly, and without all
of them, this endeavor
would not exist.”

Added Berthiaume,
“With Karen’s direction,
this program has evolved
into an amazing resource
and total community
project. Karen has put
the small town of North
Brookfield on the map.”

Farrington has
teamed up with Connect
Restaurant, North
Brookfield Pizza Palace,
and a dedicated group of
NBCFC volunteers to pro-
vide meals to families and
seniors who are experi-
encing food insecurity.

The North Brookfield
Community Food
Collaborative relies heavi-
ly on donations (financial,
foodstuff, and volunteer-
ism) from business lead-
ers and individuals. The
organization also seeks
grants to further help the
community.

If you would like to sup-
port the NBCFC, please
send an email to: nbfood-
collaborative@gmail.com.

NIGHT OUT

continued from page Al

Multiple area lead-
ers attended NNO pro-
grams this year, includ-
ing Senator Mike Moore,
Senator John Cronin,
Worcester County District
Attorney Joseph Early,
Jr., and Worcester County
Sheriff Lew Evangelidis.

“We enjoyed a great
evening at National
Night Out events across
the county. These events
are all about bringing
the community and pub-
lic safety together,” read
a statement released by
the Worcester County
District Attorney’s Office.
“Thank you to the many
police departments,
towns, cities, and commu-
nity organizations for a
great night.”

The following indi-
viduals, agencies, and
departments are thanked
for their involvement in

NNO activities this year:
the Worcester Police
Department; YMCA of
Central Massachusetts;

Worcester Fire
Department; Worcester
EMS; Grafton Police

Department; Petersham
Police Department;
Fitchburg Police
Department; Barre Police
Department; Barre Fire
Department; and the
Quabbin Regional School
District.

Members of the Central
Massachusetts Law
Enforcement Council
are also thanked for dis-
playing equipment and
vehicles for youngsters to
check out.

“National Night Out
is an annual communi-
ty-building campaign that
promotes police-commu-
nity partnerships and
neighborhood camarade-
rie to make our neighbor-
hoods safer, more caring
places to live,” read the
statement released by the

NNO leadership team.

Each year, millions of
guests take part in NNO
activities across all 50
states. Individual commu-
nities celebrate the occa-
sion with such activities
as block parties, festivals,
parades, cookouts, public
safety demonstrations,
youth events, and visits
from emergency person-
nel.

“We extend our sincere
appreciation to all the
public safety departments
and vendors who partic-
ipate in these celebra-
tions,” read a statement
released by the Worcester
County Sheriff’s Office.
“This occasion holds
great significance, as it
promotes the strengthen-
ing of positive relation-
ships between our com-
munities and law enforce-
ment.”

To learn more about
NNO and how you can
join the mission, visit
Www.natw.org.

LEGALS

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ATTENTION SPENCER WATER
USERS
A PUBLIC HEARING WITH THE
WATER COMMISSIONERS
WILL BE HELD TO DISCUSS
WATER RATE FEES
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2025

@ 5:00 P.M.
SPENCER WATER DEPARTMENT
3 OLD MEADOW RD.
SPENCER, MA 01562
August 15, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2468EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
Toni Rae Hebert
Date of Death: 03/08/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed
by Fair Havens, Inc. d/b/a Quaboag
of West Brookfield MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Tanya Widowiak of Holyoke MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-

fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
08/26/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets

and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: July 16, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

August 15, 2025

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals
A public hearing will be held on
Tuesday, September 9, at 6:00 p.m. at
the West Brookfield Town Hall, to act
on an application for a Special Permit,
for William and Jennifer Roberts, for
the property located at 93 Lake Shore
Drive, West Brookfield. The applicant
wishes to demolish the existing garage
and rebuild a new garage. A special
permit is required as per section(s)
-1.5 Nonconforming structures (a) (et
al).
August 8, 2025
August 15, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P2702EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:
John G Bergeron
Date of Death: 07/01/2025
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
James T Bergeron of Spencer MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
James T Bergeron of Spencer MA
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
09/02/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day;,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed

under the MUPC in an unsupervised
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in the estate
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: August 05, 2025

Stephanie Fattman,

Register of Probate

August 15, 2025

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer
Wetlands By-Law:

Mary & Paul McLaughlin have filed
a RDA with the Spencer Conservation
Commission to trim branches from a
pine tree, dig a trench to put in a pipe
and replace rotted deck boards. locat-
ed at 47 Oakland Drive, Spencer, MA.
The Burncoat Watershed District
has filed an Amended Order of Con-
ditions with the Spencer Conserva-
tion Commission for mechanical weed
harvesting located at Burncoat Pond,
Spencer, MA.

Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing
regarding these filings will be held by
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday,
August 27, 2025 at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present
or call in remotely to participate. Con-
servation Commission meetings open
at6:15 p.m.

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
August 15, 2025
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Library Loft offers “a smile and a book”

PALMER — If

you're seeking the ~
Library Loft in
Palmer, it looks like
what it once was —an
elementary school at

|

1085 Park St. T T—
Inside, the class- :r=1:
rooms still have

their old numbers
and if you need a
bathroom, the staff takes you to the
principal’s office.

But these days, far more than learn-
ing goes on in those classrooms. Among
other things, Schoolhouse Commons
hosts a craft store, a clothing alteration
shop, a frame and print shop as well as
the Library Loft.

As the store’s name suggests, it’s an
outgrowth of the Palmer Library, spe-
cifically started by the Friends of the
Library 26 years ago to raise funds for
library events. It’s the first door on the
left as you climb the fairly steep stairs
to the main floor, a small, well-lit maze
of thousands of titles including tons
of children’s books and some that are
quite old.

They’re all donated, and some have
come from hundreds of miles away.

“We have a man who comes down
from Vermont,” and another from New
York, “because they don’t have anything
like this where they live,” said volun-
teer Barbara Lynn Marriott. Often, she
noted, “people buy books, read them,
then bring them back [as donations]
and we resell them.”

Marriott’s been helping out here
more than 12 years, after coming in as
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a customer “all the time.”
She said the woman work-

9,
READER’S ing there then was sick
and considering closing
JOURNEY it, so she urged her not
to and stepped in to help.
GUS (The Loft is managed
by Friends’ President

STEEVES

Eleanor Szlachetka, but
she wasn’t there when I
visited.)

One of Marriott’s favorite events is
seeing kids bring in boxes of books to
donate.

“They’re so proud. They feel they can
part with these books they don’t even
want me to take them out of the box.
They want to do it,” she recalled.

On the other end of the spectrum, she
recalled having a little girl come up 25
cents short, so she gave her the book
anyway.

“There was no way I was going to
deny it to her for 25 cents. Her face lit
up, and she went out to tell others about
it,” Marriott said. “Those are the things
that make me want to be here.”

So do the fairly frequent times when
she’s turned into counselor and friend
to people who simply need someone to
talk to — one, she noted, “just wanted
human contact.” She notes she’s often
gotten into conversations with people
and ended up closing the place, but
continuing to talk. (Store owners in
the place tend to check on each other’s
safety, since some are still working past
closing hours.)

Marriott notes the store often gets vis-
itors who went to school here years ago.
She also often gets book recommenda-
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tions from patrons, and sometimes ends
up selling donations “right of this desk
before they get shelved.”

Lbrary Friends’ groups frequently
have at least for-sale bookshelves or
nooks, but not too many have their own
full-fledged stores like this one. Among
those that do exist are Worcester’s Food
for Thought, the Friends Book Shop in
Easton, and others.

The American Library Association’s
site  (https://www.ala.org/united/
friends/ideasharing/bookstores) offers
two guides on how to start such stores,
one from Stamford, Conn., and the
other from Houston. The Stamford one
(Ferguson Public Library) includes job
descriptions, pricing guides, overview
of where they get books and what the
funds go to, marketing plans, volunteer
surveys, sample forms, and all kinds of
other things.

One of its observations dovetailed
well with what Marriott has seen. On
page 170, it states, “Most of our custom-
ers are highly price-sensitive. As much
as a third of our revenue comes from
dealers; they have to buy ‘at wholesale’
to buy at all. Our poorest clients can’t
afford to pay much but value literacy
and the books offered in the Shops.
Clients who would pay more just end up
buying more books....”

As Marriott put it, “We just try to
make it count for people. ... A smile and
a book - that’s a good way to finish your
day. That and good coffee.”

The Loft is open 10 am.4 pm.
Tuesday through Friday, and 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Saturdays.
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Gus Steeves

Barbara Lynn Marriott gets a little sun from
the Library Loft window.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
Steeves2@gmail.com.

AWNMOWEH

.. ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775 e nE
492 Main St Oxford =
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [E*:¥ J

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

C=]

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY m

GJLEDUC

Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS M BEAS
Starting at $99 ‘%ﬂ;“”””ﬂ
ALL KINDS OF IECEAn I
MASONRY & 174-200-4880
CONCRETE WORK Business 8925 A1
New & Repairs, Repointing, | | Journeyman Lic.1364

New Roofs, Construction TopB.E.A.ST2021@
& Carpentry. gmail.com
Need to get it done? :
Call me!

Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

North Brookfield,MA

~ ACCREDITED @

BONETTIPS
meenoon |
iding
Cut, Split Remotsiing
! . Windows
Delivered Doors

GREEN
$250 per coro
Call John at
5089584350

Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains,

(ot Space’

we do,

Contact Mikaela Today Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes
7742007308 Satisfaction
mikaela@ Guaranteed
g Free Estimates
stonebridgepress.news 274.452.0321

42 mieLameerTs| [JOHN DALY
PLUMBING & ;
;ﬂ\ HEATING INC. Plumbing
o Specializing
Commem/al, in repairs or new
Residential, installs for home
New Construction| | owners since 1988
Fully licensed and insured
369 Main St Filter Your Water with
’ a Reverse Osmosis
Ste 4 Under Sink
Spencer, MA Or Countertop System
1-833-969-4330 Lic #MPL 21763
Call
Fully Insured
y 508-304-7816
Email
MIK%)AGNI\I/IB:IFE?SK\/INDH jdrainman714@aol.com

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #€S069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

* B
) .

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
PowerWashing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Advertise on this page
for one low price!

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader

o Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager
o Southbridge News
» Webster Times
o Auburn News
« Blackstone Valley Tribune



12

SPENCER NEW LEADER o Friday, August 15, 2025

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD

Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry

St. Mary’s Church

4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506
Distribution: Wednesday 9:30 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM

CHARLTON

Chip - In Food Pantry

McKinstry Building

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

St. Joseph’s Church, Charlton
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9-11 a.m.
Everyone is welcome.

LEICESTER

Leicester Food Pantry

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM

NORTH BROOKFIELD

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry

Located in the church hall at 296 North
Main St. North Brookfield

Distribution is the 1st Thursday of the
month from 5:00-6:30PM

the 3rd Thursday of the month from 12
Noon-1:15PM

Any questions should be directed to the
Rectory office 508 867-6469.

St. Joseph’s Food Pantry is a community
partner affiliated with the Worcester County
Food Bank.

OXFORD

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf

Oxford Community Center

4 Maple Road

Oxford, MA 01540

Distribution: Thursday 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

ROCHDALE

The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry
Greenville Baptist Church

674 Pleasant St.

Rochdale, M A

Distribution: Every Monday from 12:00 -
2:00 p.m. Open to everyone.

SOUTHBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
RESIDENTS ONLY

Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA 01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

STURBRIDGE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry,
Located in the St. Anne Church basement,
16 Church Street, Fiskdale, MA 01518
Stocked by donations

Contact: 508-347-6398

WEBSTER

Webster-Dudley Food Share

4 Church St #2

Webster, MA 0570

Distribution: Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30 -11:00 am. Open to Webster and
Dudley residents.

Please call ahead: 508-943-9171

WEST BROOKFIELD

Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry

First Congregational Church

36 North Main Street,

W.Bookfield, MA 01585

Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM
Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM
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Solve the code to discover words related to farmers markets.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint:10 =R)

11 4 2 13 15 10
1 17 10 4 8

20 10 15 13 6 18 4

S1bIDO 'd eonpoud ‘D SelDM ‘g JOPUBA 'Y SIaMsSUy

18 10 17 14 22 8

SUDOKU

2 7

Fun By The
Numbers

-y
Gl

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

O
1))
Q0

7 4 S5
8 1 2|6

Level: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you hame, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

news@ -1
stonebridgepress.news ~
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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O S36-SF-FHISTORIC OEFICE BUIL DS
FORSALE

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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Leicester Police Log

THURSDAY, JULY 31

12:16 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
citation issued; 12:25 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), citation issued; 2:11
am.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), transported; 2:36 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
4:38 a.m.: mv stop (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), verbal warning; 8:10 a.m.:
ambulance (Main Street), transport-
ed; 9:04 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), transported; 9:20
a.m.: assist citizen (Winslow Avenue);
10:02 a.m.: ambulance (Leela Lane),
transported; 11:41 a.m.: fraud (South
Main Street), report taken; 2:48 p.m.:
shoplifting (Soojians Drive), name and
address redacted from police log, shop-
lifting by asportation, larceny under
$1200, criminal application issued; 3:20
p.m.: assist citizen (South Main Street);
7:58 p.m.: assist other PD (South Main
Street), services rendered; 8:08 p.m.:
erratic operator (River Street), unable
to locate; 10:01 p.m.: investigation
(Charlton Street), report taken; 10:35
p.m.: disturbance (Rawson Street),
investigated.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

12:15 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 12:49 a.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), name and address
redacted from police log, unlicensed
operation, no inspection sticker, failure
to dim headlights, criminal applica-
tion issued; 1:02 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), verbal warning; 1:29 a.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), verbal warning;
1:39 am.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
name and address redacted from
police log, failure to stop for police,
op w/suspended license/subsequent
offense, negligent operation, speeding,
criminal application issued; 3:16 a.m.:
ambulance (Chestnut Street, Spencer),
transported; 8:07 a.m.: threats (Rawson
Street), report taken; 8:10 a.m.: tres-
passing (South Main Street), spoken
to; 10:05 a.m.: ambulance (Deer Pond
Road), transported; 10:19 a.m.: arrest
warrant service (Paxton Street), ser-
vices rendered; 12:08 p.m.: shoplifting
(Soojians Drive), Robert L. Anzalone,
57, 129 Heywood Street, Worcester,
failure to appear upon recognizance,
arrest; 2:23 p.m.: ambulance (Auburn
Street), transported; 3:24 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Auburn Street), transported;
3:33 p.m.: restraining order service
(Rawson Street), served; 5:07 p.m.:
assist other PD (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), services rendered; 6:30 p.m.:
investigation (Lake Avenue North,
Worcester), report taken; 7:07 p.m.:
ambulance (Elmwood Avenue), trans-
ported; 8:07 p.m.: assist citizen (Stafford
Street); 11:31 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
street), written warning; 11:44 p.m.:
erratic operator (Main Street), unable
to locate.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2

12:37 a.m.: erratic operator (Main
Street), spoken to; 12:50 a.m.: assist
other PD (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 1:39 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
written warning; 1:50 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 2:44
a.m.: welfare check (Mayflower Drive),
resolved; 4:04 a.m.: assist other PD
(Main Street), services rendered; 6:37
am.: mv stop (Stafford Street), name
and address redacted from police sta-
tion, marked lanes violation, unli-
censed operation, criminal application;
10:33 a.m.: accident (Soojians Drive),
report taken; 10:36 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Stafford Street), referred; 11:05
a.m.: assist citizen (South Main Street);
2:07 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 4:05 p.m.: animal complaint
(Stafford Street), referred; 4:57 p.m.:
disabled mv (Paxton Street), assist-
ed; 8:17 p.m.: welfare check (Chapel
Street), gone on arrival; 9:22 p.m.:
ambulance (Brown Street, Spener),
transported; 9:27 p.m.: mv stop (South
Main Street), verbal warning; 9:36 p.m.:
mv stop (Pine Street), verbal warning;

Town-to-Town

10:16 p.m.: malicious mischief (Main
Street), spoken to; 11:49 p.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), citation issued.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3

12:24 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
verbal warning; 12:33 a.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), name and address
redacted from police log, op w/sus-
pended license, speeding, criminal
application issued; 2:13 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), written warning; 2:58
am.. mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 7:09 a.m.: welfare check
(McCarthy Avenue), assisted; 7:53
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial
Highway), transported; 7:59 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Main Street), referred;
9:56 a.m.: disturbance (Main Street),
services rendered; 10:18 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (South Main Street),
referred; 11:26 a.m.: accident (Stafford
Street), report taken; 12:12 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
transported; 5:00 p.m.: assist citizen
(Pleasant Street); 5:08 p.m.: ambulance
(Church Street), transported; 5:43 p.m.:
welfare check (Stafford Street), assist-
ed; 6:08 p.m.: disabled mv (Pleasant
Street), spoken to; 6:18 p.m.: mv stop
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), writ-
ten warning; 6:31 p.m.: trespassing
(Lake Drive), unfounded; 7:13 p.m.:
trespassing (Chapel Street), resolved;
8:52 p... ambulance (Sargent Street),
transported; 10:29 p.m.: welfare check
(Craig Street), transported to hospi-
tal; 11:32 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 11:35 p.m.: ambulance
(Elmwood Avenue), transported.

MONDAY, AUGUST 4

12:17 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 10:53 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), spoken to; 10:59 a.m.: mv
stop (Pleasant Street), spoken to; 11:22
a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 11:51 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), spoken to; 12:11 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
transported; 12:39 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), citation issued; 5:13 p.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), written warning;
5:26 p.m.: disabled mv (South Main
Street), services rendered; 6:34 p.m.:
mv stop (South Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 7:21 p.m.. ambulance
(Marshall Street), transported; 8:37
p.m.: welfare check (Stafford Street),
unfounded; 9:25 p.m.: disturbance
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), spoken
to; 9:44 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street),
transported; 11:27 p.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5

12:36 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
written warning; 12:51 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 2:30
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 7:04 a.m.: commercial alarm
(Main Street), false alarm; 7:05 a.m.:
ambulance (Whittemore Street),
transported; 9:44 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 9:53 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 9:59
a.m.: accident (Huntoon Memorial
Hospital), report taken; 10:01 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
10:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 10:10 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), written warning; 10:21 a.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 10:42 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon
Memorial Highway), transported; 10:46
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written
warning; 10:53 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), spoken to; 11:06 a.m.: mv stop
(South Main Street), written warning;
11:14 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 11:50 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Paxton Street), referred; 12:39
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken
to; 12:49 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
spoken to; 12:55 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), spoken to; 1:16 p.m.: mv stop
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 1:18 p.m.:
mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken to;
1:20 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),
spoken to; 1:21 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), written warning; 1:26 p.m.: mv
stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 1:37
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spoken
to; 1:43 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street),

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

7174-200-730

POLICE REPORTS

written warning; 2:14 p.m.: ambulance
(Pleasant Street, Paxton), transported;
2:30 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 2:39 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
written warning; 3:01 p.m.: ambulance
(Folsom Street), transported; 4:20 p.m.:
mv stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
spoken to; 4:26 p.m.: suspicious person
(Mechanic Street), spoken to; 5:36 p.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning;
6:03 p.m.: disabled mv (Pleasant Street),
unable to locate; 7:14 p.m.: disturbance
(Main Street), spoken to; 11:32 p.m.:
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued,;
11:46 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6

12:03 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 12:12 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 12:54
am.. mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 1:00 am.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 1:09 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), citation issued;
1:27 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 1:30 a.m.: mv stop (Main
Street), verbal warning; 1:37 a.m.: mv
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 1:50
am.. mv stop (Main Street), verbal
warning; 1:57 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford
Street), verbal warning; 2:13 a.m.: mv
stop (Auburn Street), verbal warn-
ing; 5:58 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street),
verbal warning; 6:59 a.m.: accident
(Main Street), report taken; 7:46 a.m.:
disturbance (Rawson Street), gone on
arrival; 8:00 a.m.. animal complaint
(Pleasant Street), referred; 9:15 a.m.
erratic operator (Main Street), unable
to locate; 12:01 p.m.: welfare check
(Sabina Circle), assisted; 1:40 p.m.: acci-
dent (Stafford Street), report taken;
3:17 p.m.: ambulance (Meadow Lane),
transported; 6:27 p.m.: accident (Main
Street), report taken; 9:35 p.m.: welfare
check (Huntoon Memorial Highway),
assisted; 10:56 p.m.: ambulance (Lillian
Avenue), transported.

HHH

Spencer Police Log

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30

12:00 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 12:37 a.m.: medical/general
(High Street); 3:49 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Maple Street); 5:34 a.m.: DPW call
(Main Street), rep. roadkill; 6:23 a.m.:
abandoned 911 call (Delude Avenue),
hang-up; 7:30 am.: 911 call (Cherry
Street), accidental; 8:47 a.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Ash Street), unattended
fire; 8:51 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main
Street), assisted; 8:51 a.m.: FID card
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 9:15
a.m.: officer wanted (Ash Street), req.
property check; 9:17 a.m.: suspicious
activity (Wall Street), req. property
check; 10:09 a.m.: restraining order ser-
vice/2 (West Main Street); 11:27 a.m.:
medical/general (Church Street); 1:30
p.m.: suspicious persons (Lloyd Dyer
Drive), investigated; 3:04 p.m.: accident
(Pleasant Street), report taken; 3:16
p.m.: officer wanted (Oakland Street),
re: RMV/suspension; 3:45 p.m.: 911 call
(Elm Street), child w/phone; 4:12 p.m.:
fraud (Howe Village), report taken; 5:28
p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic Street),
wire in road; 7:13 p.m.: 911 call (Irving
Street), accidental; 8:03 p.m.: building
checked, secure; 8:09 p.m.: medical/
general (Jolicoeur Avenue); (total daily
mv stops — 2).

THURSDAY, JULY 31

12:06-2:34 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 12:52 a.m.: officer wanted
(Main Street), apt. lockout; 2:37 a.m.:
suspicious mv (Howe Road), investi-
gated; 6:30 a.m.: suspicious persons
(Mechanic Street), poss. mv break-
in; 7:32 a.m.: mv complaint (Pleasant
Street), 1g. truck parked in road; 7:38
am.: officer wanted (Meadow Road),
re: road closure; 8:33 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Irving Street), dog on dog attack;
11:57 a.m.: animal complaint (Main
Street), re: missing cat; 12:09 p.m.: fire
(Main Street), referred; 12:37 p.m.: offi-

=

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Hutch with
4 shelves full
of antiques
Best Offer
Gall 508-765-5190

Excellent Condition
Including Cover

$ 4,500 OBO
Call 508-248-2950

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
e | [FQR SALE| | 2005 Yamaha | Rrreg
WANTED: :

. . . . - WWII & EARLIER

o | | - Silverware set six Jet Ski Fx CASHWAIING
MA To ser‘"ng never “SEd ° Helmets, Swords,
Provide Foster Care » Real German Cruiser Daggers, Bayonets,

To Children In Need. . Medals, Badges,

24/7 Support Guckoo CGlock High Output Flelg~°\’;elrJzl(f)og(renasr,S etc.
[ eneous -Grandfathers clock One Owner experience.

eimoursement, .

1000 Sign-On Grank telephone 108 Hours N

'LL COME TO YOU!

1:03 p.m.: medical/general (Meadow
Road); 2:10 p.m.: larceny (Main Street),
Kirk W. Myntti, 39, homeless, Spencer,
shoplifting by asportation, shoplift-
ing by concealing merchandise, pos-
session Class B drug/subsequent
offense, arrest; 2:31 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Street), loose chickens;
2:57 p.m.: mv theft (Main Street), rep.
stolen motorcycle; 3:41 p.m.: medical/
general (High Street); 4:16 p.m.: fraud
(Lakeshore Drive), report taken; 5:27
p.m.: DPW call (West Main Street),
rep. flooding; 6:49 p.m.: fire alarm
(McCormick Road), referred; 7:37
p.m.: fire/woods/grass (East Charlton
Road), sm. brush fire; 7:58 p.m.: mutual
aid (West Main Street), Worcester PD
bolo/officer safety; 7:58 p.m.: officer
wanted (West Main Street), re: signs
of crisis; 9:01 p.m.: 911 call (Charlton
Road), accidental; 9:22 p.m.: juvenile
matter (Mechanic Street), rep. run-
away; 9:32 p.m.: medical/general (West
Main Street); 11:52 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); (total daily mv stops
-1).

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1

2:32 a.m.. medical/general (Pearl
Street); 3:07 a.m.: medical/general
(Chestnut Street); 4:14 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 5:26 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Cherry Street); 8:28 a.m.:
mutual aid (North Spencer Road),
Rutland PD rep. erratic operator; 10:17
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street),
spoken to; 10:25 a.m.: mv lockout (Main
Street), assisted; 11:21 a.m.: suspicious
persons (South Spencer Road), inves-
tigated; 11:23 a.m.: hit/run accident
(Main Street), report taken; 11:30 a.m.:
officer wanted (West Main Street), spo-
ken to; 11:58 a.m.: mv complaint (Route
49), erratic operator; 2:08 p.m.: mutual
aid (West Main Street), Sturbridge PD
bolo/stolen mv; 5:25 p.m.: disabled mv
(Main Street), assisted; 4:36 p.m.: hit/
run accident (North Spencer Road),
report taken; 6:07 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Lambs Grove); 6:08 p.m.: suspicious
mv (West Main Street), info taken; 6:08
p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street);
6:36 p.m.. mv complaint (Smithville
Road), req. stop sign; 6:37 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Maple Street); 8:38 p.m.:
officer wanted (Cherry Street), info
taken; 8:42 p.m.: officer wanted (Main
Street), neighbor dispute; 9:57 p.m.:
mutual aid (West Main Street), assist
State Police; (total daily mv stops — 8).

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2

12:14-1:23 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 3:30 a.m.: fire alarm (Clark
Terrace), referred; 6:24 a.m.: mv lock-
out (Grove Street), assisted; 7:39 a.m.:
residential alarm (East Charlton
Road), services rendered; 8:41 a.m.:
medical/general (Wilson Avenue); 9:35
a.m.: officer wanted (Marble Road), c/o
Sunrun; 9:55 a.m.: officer wanted (Main
Street), req. assistance/new apt.; 11:09
a.m.: medical/general (Paxton Road);
12:58 p.m.: animal complaint (North
Spencer Road), cats left at roadside;
1:16 p.m.: officer wanted (Clark Road),
spoken to; 1:35 p.m.: fire/woods/grass
(Westland Drive), referred; 1:53 p.m.:
officer wanted (Main Street), low-hang-
ing wire; 2:08 p.m.: accident (Charlton
Road), report taken; 3:31 p.m.: officer
wanted (South Spencer Road), using
txr station/no sticker; 3:38 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Donnelly Cross Road),
rep. dog bite; 5:02 p.m.: elderly matter
(R. Jones Road), req. welfare check;
7:00 pm.: fire alarm (Main Street),
referred; 7:10 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (North Spencer Road); 7:33 p.m.:
RV complaint (Smithville Road), dirt
bikes/mc speeding; 8:56 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (West Main Street); 9:14
p.m.: medical/general (Brown Street);
9:23 p.m.. medical/general (Donnelly
Road); 9:25 p.m.: mv complaint (Route
49), erratic operator; 10:32 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Lincoln Street); (total
daily mv stops - 0).

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3

12:08- 3:31 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 4:33 a.m.. medical/general
(Linden Street); 9:28 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (North Spencer Road); 9:34 a.m.:
officer wanted (West Main Street),
issue w/patron; 10:07 a.m.: medical/
general (Northwest Road); 1:06 p.m.:
medical/general (Oak Lane); 4:18 p.m.:
officer wanted (Main Street), wires on
sidewalk; 4:38 p.m.: fire alarm (Howe
Village), referred; 5:02 p.m.: abandoned
911 call (Chickering Road), resolved;
7:00 p.m.: juvenile matter (Thompson
Pond Road), kids blocking traffic/
jumping off bridge; 7:00 p.m. mv lock-
out (Pleasant Street), assisted; 7:58
p.m.: officer wanted (Maple Street),
wants harassment prevention order;
11:15-11:43 p.m.: buildings checked,
secure; (total daily mv stops — 2).

MONDAY, AUGUST 4

12:19-2:43 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 2:17 a.m.. medical/general
(Lincoln Street); 7:59 a.m.: vandalism
(South Spencer Road), report taken;
9:11 a.m.: animal complaint (Hastings
Road), caught a bat; 9:37 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Cherry Street); 10:37 a.m.:
DPW call (Church Street), sign down;
10:47 a.m.: animal complaint (Westland
Drive), loose dog; 11:20 a.m.: LTC issued
(West Main Street), assisted; 11:21 a.m.:
FID card issued (West Main Street),
assisted; 11:53 a.m.: lost/found (West
Main Street), voltage controls found;
12:01 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic
Street); 12:29 p.m.: abandoned 911
call (West Main Street), no contact;
12:31 p.m.: fire alarm (Maple Street),
referred; 1:40 p.m.: officer wanted
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(Gold Nugget Road), rep. destruction
of property; 1:48 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Crestwood Avenue), c¢/o con-
stant barking; 3:01 p.m.: fraud (West
Main Street), report taken; 5:20 p.m.:
animal complaint (Northwest Road),
cat found; 5:27 p.m.: medical/general
(Lincoln Street); 6:04 p.m.: mutual aid
(West Main Street), Leicester PD bolo;
6:06 p.m.: intelligence/criminal (West
Main Street), info taken; 6:18 p.m.:
fire (Marble Road), referred; 8:42 p.m.:
medical/general (West Main Street);
8:58 p.m.: officer wanted (Pearl Street),

req. welfare check; 9:18 p.m.: 911 call
(Smithville Road), accidental; (total
daily mv stops — 0).

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5

12:22-2:18 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 6:34 a.m.. medical/general
(Valley Street); 6:46 a.m.: LTC issued
(West Main Street), assisted; 7:23 a.m.:
medical/general (Howe Village); 8:38
a.m.: officer wanted (Pearl Street),
re: stay away order; 10:08 medical/
general (Bay Path Road); 11:51 a.m.:
medical/general (Old Farm Road);
11:56 a.m.: medical/general (Ash

POLICE REPORTS

Street); 12:00 p.m.. mv complaint
(Main Street), items falling from
truck; 12:27 p.m.: fire/woods/grass
(Franklin Street); 3:02 p.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 3:11 p.m.: 911
call (Lakeview Drive), accidental; 3:26
p.m.. officer wanted (Pearl Street),
c/o FB page hacked; 3:36 p.m.: lost/
found (Chestnut Street), bike found;
3:45 p.m.: officer wanted (Lake Street),
spoken to; 3:46 p.m.: officer wanted
(Highland Street), neighbor dispute;
4:43 p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic
Street), son not home; 6:33 p.m.: officer

wanted (Smithville Road), re: neighbor
issue; 7:22 p.m.: disturbance (Charlton
Road), noise complaint; 7:26 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (West Main Street), no
contact; 7:46 p.m.: lost/found (Main
Street), keys found; 9:55 p.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 10:37 p.m.: officer
wanted (Greenville Street), rep. parties
withholding meds; 10:53 p.m.: distur-
bance (Mechanic Street), drunk male;
(total daily mv stops —1).

#HHH
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Fﬂ REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

508.943.4333

hope2own.com X <

Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

WEBSTER -

-
NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! Tucked away on C%)op}
Rd, Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 i
Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area, 7
Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings. Wood Flooring Throughout w/
Ceramic Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in
Closet & Private Full Bathr, Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/
Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Central AC! Garage. $649,900.

24 COOPER RD

ae

[

e
THOMPSON - 34 BONNETTE AVE : ?
In  Beautiful Bonnette /
Acres! Handsome & well-
maintained  3-bedroom,
2-bath Split entry home!
E Cathedral Ceiling living

gﬂi room & Sunroom! Gen-
erator, Extensive irrigation

- system. 2 Car Garage.

- assisted sale

WEBSTER 18 GRAYSTONE AVE

| Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE”
offering the perfect blend of mod-
ern amenities. Recently remodeled

$449,900

Suwg Farbor Villa!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT

B

Gas.

WEBSTER 11 PARK RD.

MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the beaten path,
on a rarely traveled side road! Each apartment
boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living area ~ the1st floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath. The 2nd Floor
Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boil-
ers w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks Heat by Natural

C’ ~ WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD <

& | Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
1640° FRONTAGE - 11.61 ACRES!
WATERFRUNT LAND

1640’ dlrect waten‘ront on Cedar Lake! Secluded
11.61 Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Se-
rene! Potential for up to 5 house lots! 119’ road-
front w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake! 183 +
Cedar Lake is full recreational- $899,000

2 Hip Roof ranch! Move In Readyk
» Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining i
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great

&1 open concept kitchen living room
~— & dining area featuring granite
== countertops, new flooring & recent
jo | appliances. Updates include roof,
T " windows, doors, Roth oil tank &

S Hot Water Heater New heating sys-
tem $405,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFHONT LIVING ATIT'S FINEST' **THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - -
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular

whatever Floats Your

Seasons! Its more than a home - it a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,075,000

ardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
= tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath,
. kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator.

- Morton Barn Style Garage .39 acre
. $435,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd Webster Lake Waterfront Webster Lake Waterfront ! eboter Lake a{a{/muf )
-] WEBSTER  LAKE 88 Uman Point 8 Long Island SORRY’ SOLD! w Z W Z
9l \WATERFRONT! Excellent  OppO™  Beaytily Updated Girca 18905 Cissic Antique Isiand Cot- ~ WIEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT! gm paM 2d
iUST SIMPLY AN | tunity! Natural tage, with Rare BoatHouseln%[ud‘%jlllExt“r,lem?Iy Ur#unnCéean 15 CEDAR POINT RD
- | West Facil i | ell Maintaine odern . .
INCREDIBLE OP: i Sheosrglme- Beaﬁ:;‘[ﬂ Conveniences wi/the Charm of In Beautiful, Calm, Weuter é«w

1 Yester-Year! 1,240 SF 6 Rms, " 1004/- feet of Pris-

tine, Sandy Shoreline!
Boasting 6 Large
| rooms, 2 Baths, 3

Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line

the ) =\ 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood
) \-“‘ Floors! Fireplace wWood Pellet
so Stove, Wrap-Around Screened

| Sunsets - Views
of Middle to North
Pond! 7,000 +/- Sq.
T Ft. Waterfront Lot!

LAND' Summer Cot-

tage on 9482 SF of " Porch, Lg Outbuildin w/FuII

Bath/Shower/Laundr

land.Commanding view, breathtaking Western Firepl Jivi shop. Patio! Town Ythr/Swr +

Sunsets + 5 Waterfront Lots across the street, r(l)rgr?]a!c1e g X 3OIV(;?12 S%Vggeas\g/ﬁllwfg{e rOHtS%llmr 4%/&5 : A Bedrooms: Garage. 5000+/- Sq Ft 5350;000 SORRY SQLD!

on 4 of the 5 possibly buildable. car garage. ' SFal- Level Lot WAO5¢. of All on a Private road Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

assisted sale $1,199,900 $660,000 Sl fa 00 $1,000,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=

Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

SAT. AUGUST 16TH « 10AM-2P
DUDLEY BLACK TAVERN REAL ESTATE FAIR

Information Available for Buyers and Sellers on
Title 5 Inspections - Home Inspections - Properties for Sale
Homes for Heroes Rewards - Stop & Chat
Mortgage Financing Programs « Drawings for Gift Certificates

LEICESTER- ONE LEVEL LIVING

- i DUDLEY- NEW CONSTRUCTION
- OPEN HOIISE Sun 12 2

*2 Acres
4 Pine Hill Road, Oxford j 2¢Creat Room
Stunning new 3-bdrm, 2.5 bath 2,400 SF home on a ' *Haifiwf)z 4
private 3/4 -acre lot at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac. Floors

White cabinet Kit, quartz countertops, center is-
land & SS appliances. Open floor plan and hardwood
floors throughout the 1st fir. Quality finishes.

T i Call Rich Anzalone
W RE/MAX A-Team Realty 508-736-5731

* Customized

| Features Include
8’ Quartz Center

Island

128 Old Southbridge Rd $795,000

*Vinyl Sided *4 Heat Pﬁmps *Generator
Hookup * 3 Bedroom * 2 Car Garage

2 Victor Ave $465,900

“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonehridgepress.news

Wh.e n ERA Key Realty
Experlence EEEEEEEEEE SERVICES
Donna Flannery Realtor®
o and 508-612-6771 - . -
commitment Donnaflanneryrealtor.com bra “j 1
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
Matter OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE An Informatlonal Opp Ortunlty
Mary Vig]iatura StolarczyR NATIONALERA HNA;::,:“:‘E’“:E FORCUSTOMER fOl‘ Buyel‘ S and Sellel’ S tO Leal‘ n AbOllt
O S s | g et g | e g Real Estate at Your Leisure
(= E,E:;f:‘“;\‘. ME.SRe.aIty.com Q ERAHALLOFFAME @) Q CRS, GRI, SRES ﬂ@ ReMax Vision 2 B

508-943-7669 Al
774-230-5044

25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 =
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|

\\"T,/ Mary@WillSellit.com 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562
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Chuck & Mud and The Hole in the

Dam Band next up in summer concert series

SPENCER — The Spencer Parks &
Recreation Commission’s 2025 Summer
Concert Series continues from 2 to 5
p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 17 at Powder Mill
Park, corner Smithville and Meadow
Roads, Spencer, with Chuck & Mud and
The Hole in the Dam Band.

Chuck & Mud and The Hole in the
Dam Band is a fun six piece band front-
ed by Spencer’s own Chuck and Mud
Demers and featuring Walter Crockett,
Peter Allard and others.

Following Chuck & Mud and The
Hole in the Dam Band, next up in this
series will be a rain date make up on
Aug. 24 with The Chain.

The concert series is proudly spon-

'PEACHES|

The
Harvest
Is In!

Visit The Farm For:
o Just Baked Pies
o (ider Donuts ® Cheese

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA ¢ 413 436 7122
Open 10am, - 6pm
5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs
_‘._ III 'l -
Where Everyone Goes For
Their Piece Of The Earth!

SUMMER IS HERE! |-

LANDSCAPING STONE
Purple * Red e White
Light Gray  Dark Gray

Greige © Blue

¢ Construction Stone
e Title V Sand e Utility Sand
* Concrete Sand ® Pool Liner Sand|_
e Chicken Coop Sand e Silt
e Stone Dust e Crushed Gravel
¢ Crushed Asphalt
¢ Crushed Concrete ® Cold Patch

- SELF PICK-UP OR CALL ='
_ FRIENDLY

To SCHEDULE YOUR

DELIVERY TODAY!

508-885-61008
508-885-2480)

_ Sand GraveI&AsphaIt m

98 N. Spencer Rd.,e Rte. 31N, Spencer MA 4

www. bondsandandgravel com

NO
MINIMUMS 38

Mﬂ!

sored by Cornerstone Bank. Serving
Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence
and community-based banking model

Worcester County,

enables a unique ability to deliver out-
standing service, with a personal touch.
Cornerstone provides the highest level
of service and expertise for individuals,

businesses, and community organiza-
tions with branch locations throughout
Central Massachusetts.

JAK-L Foundation sponsors life-saving QPR training
for Bay Path Practical Nursing students and alumni

AUBURN — The JAK-L
Foundation has generously
sponsored a vital and poten-
tially life-saving training
event for Bay Path Practical
Nursing students and alum-
ni. The training, focused on
suicide prevention, was held
at J’Anthony’s Restaurant in
Auburn and brought togeth-
er members of the nursing
community for an evening of
education, connection, and
empowerment.

The event began at 6 p.m.
with appetizers, followed
by the main session at 6:30
pm. on Aug. 4. The train-
ing topic, “QPR: Question,
Persuade, Refer,” introduces
participants to three simple
yet powerful steps that can
help save a life from suicide.
Like CPR or the Heimlich
Maneuver, QPR is a tech-
nique that empowers every-
day individuals to recognize
the warning signs of a sui-
cide crisis and take action.

“Each year, thousands of
Americans say ‘yes’ to learn-
ing how to save a life,” said
Dr. Gretheline Bolandrina,
DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN,
Academy Director at Bay
Path Practical Nursing
Academy. “This training
helps prepare individuals
to intervene effectively and
compassionately when some-
one may be in crisis.”

Among the attendees
were students and alumni
of the Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy, including
Angela Choiniere of Dudley;
Aphrodite Papoutsides of
Charlton; Ashley Rincon
and Elizabeth Anacona
of Southbridge; Elizabeth

Achayo of Worcester; Delene training gave me practical someone might be in crisis.”

Sarsfield, Katelyn Smith of
Charlton; and Dr. Bolandrina
of Athol.

The Bay Path represen-
tatives were warmly wel-
comed by Joy Kochinskas of
Charlton, a dedicated
advocate of the JAK-L
Foundation, whose support
made the event possible, and
QPR Certified Gatekeeper
Instructor, Kimberly Austin.

Grateful participant,
Katelyn Smith stated,

“Completing the

WATER FRONT - L

JTTALS

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3/ PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673

www.channelcottages.com

Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach

1,2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens

Private Beach / Docking
Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi

QPR suicide pre-
vention training
was incredibly
eye-opening and
empowering. I
learned how to
recognize the
warning signs of
a mental health
crisis and how
to respond in a
way that could

truly save a
life.” Further,
she added, “this

tools I can use both in my
career and personal life,
and I believe it’s something
everyone should go through.
Mental health matters, and
being prepared to step in and
help is so important.”

Smith also thanked Dr.
Bolandrina and the JAK-L
Foundation “for giving me
the opportunity to earn
another certificate in mental
health.” As a member of the
class of 2025, Smith earned
her certification in Mental
Health First Aid in 2024
from the Mental Health First
Aid USA and the National
Council for Behavioral
Health through the collabo-
ration of Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy and
Shrewsbury Youth & Family
Services, Inc.

Ashley Rincon shared,
“The QPR suicide preven-
tion training taught me how
important it is to be present,
to listen, and to not be afraid
to ask direct questions when

Additionally, she stated, “I
feel a little more prepared to
be there for someone if they
needed help or just someone
to talk to. I'm grateful I had
the chance to take this train-
ing, and I hope to continue
learning and being part of
the effort to support mental
health and prevent suicide in
any way I can.”

By equipping future and
current nurses with tools to
address mental health crises,
this training reinforces the
essential role of nurses not
only in physical health care
but also in emotional and
psychological support.

As the health care field
continues to confront rising
mental health challenges,
initiatives like this reflect
a growing commitment to
whole-person care—begin-
ning with education and
community action.

308 4
LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP

8/15 Jonny TavLor %lvfggp

8/17 Rvan Hoop THURSDAY
8/22 Evan CouTugre 7709
8/24 Jonny TavLor

Check out our

MUSIC

11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website |

WEBER Gas Grills
Reunions, Meetings & Weddings

ew Summer Menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

**Pets Welcome**

CELEBRATING 34 YEARS |

or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

b Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter
menu
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