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Public urged to appeal to Congress for Chariton
help restoring funding for tree project

BY GUS STEEVES

CORRESPONDENT is still moving forward,
SOUTHBRIDGE justmore slowly.
— Despite being scuttled Weeks ago, the town

by DOGE, Southbridge's
urban forestry project

received notice its $1
million USDA grant to

take care of trees down-
town, set up an urban
“arboreteum” along
main streets, and do re-
lated work was canceled

Deputy, Robert Schwarz.

On Saturday, April 5, Massachusetts State Knights of Columbus Council held its annual
State Free Throw Championship in Holliston. Representing Webster/Dudley Council
#228 and District #10 in the 13 year old boy division was Jordan Ashton of Charlton.
Jordan hit 19 of 25 shots and was presented with the State First Place Trophy by State
Council # 228 congratulates Jordan for a job well done!
Pictured, left to right: State Deputy Robert Schwarz, Jordan Ashton, Program Director
Mike Kerrigan and Competiton Coordinator Paul Perry.

Courtesy

LOCAL YOUTH PLACES FIRST IN FREE
THROW COMPETITION

Opacum Land Trust challenges you to
get outside this April Vacation

STURBRIDGE — Are you ready for
the More Green, Less Screen Letterbox-
ing Challenge? Leave your devices be-
hind and get outside this April vacation
week! Explore the outdoors while hunt-
ing for hidden letterboxes on proper-
ties conserved by Opacum Land Trust
from April 19 through April 27. It’s fun,
it’s free, and you could win prizes!

What is letterboxing and how does
it work? It's like a treasure hunt! Form
a team with your family, your friends,
your book club, or even your dog - ev-
eryone is welcome to participate! There
will be letterboxes for all abilities - clues
will include an estimated distance and
difficulty so you can choose challenges
that are right for you.

You will receive a set of clues to 13
hidden letterboxes on conserved prop-
erties in Brimfield, Holland, Monson,
Southbridge, and Sturbridge. Once you
locate a letterbox, open it up to find a
unique rubber stamp, ink pad, and a
logbook. Finders bring their own log-
book (any notebook will work) and add
the Opacum stamp to it to prove you
found the letterbox. Optionally, you
can bring your own stamp and add it to

our logbook along with a note to future
finders.

Find at least three boxes between
April 19 and April 27 to be entered in a
drawing for prizes. Find more boxes?
Get more entries! Find five or more
boxes for two entries. Find 10 or more
boxes for five entries. At the end of the
week, submit a photo of all the stamps
that you’ve collected to be entered into
the drawing.

Grab your kids, your dog, or a hik-
ing partner, bring your walking shoes,
and discover the fun in your own back-
yard. Perfect for all ages and abilities!
For more information and to register
for this free event, visit www.Opacum-
LT.org/events/ or call our office at 508-
347-9144.

Opacum Land Trust is a regional,
non-profit land conservation organiza-
tion that protects land, water, and wild-
life for current and future generations.
Founded in 2000, Opacum currently
protects over 4,000 acres of land and is
actively working to protect more land
across south-central Massachusetts.

Tum To OPACUM page 14

1976 as the Quinebaug Valley Council for the Arts and Humanities and has the mission
to promote art and culture in the community We are especially pleased to provide the
opportunity for kids to learn and grow, develop skills and encourage creativity.

Courtesy

The Ruth Wells Center for
the Arts, located at 111
Main St. in Southbridge, is
pleased to announce a series
of workshops for kids. The
first is Bubble Painting, April
12, noon to 2 p.m. The May
3 workshop is entitled Make
a Cute Cactus also noon to
2pm. in June we will make
Monster Windsocks from 10
a.m. to noon. All workshops
are free for Family Members,
* | Fee for non-members is $5
per child per workshop. The
=% goal of the workshops is to
introduce art, inspire cre-
ativity and just have fun.
Registration forms are on
website, ruthwellscenter.
com. For more information,
call 508-764-3341. The Ruth
Wells Center was founded in

as part of President
Trump's cuts to numer-
ous federal agencies.

Forestry Chair Steve
Brady said they were
told it was slashed be-
cause it was lumped un-
der “green energy,” but
is, in fact, a public safe-
ty issue. The plan was
aimed at evaluating trees
along main roads and
town parks to determine
their health and risk to
people nearby.

“Too many safety is-
sues need to be taken
care of,” he said at a re-
cent meeting. To pursue
that, he said his commit-
tee — Brady, John Moore
and Jeff Heyman — have
been visiting the various
trees identified by the

town's briefly-employed
arborist Bianca Andri-
anopoulos and working
with DPW on what to do
about them.

“We're trying to some-
how work in this new
world,” Heyman added.
‘A tremendous number
of folks have been im-
pacted (by such cuts),
and we're just a drop in
the bucket.”

Brady urged towns-
people to contact US Rep.
Neal and the state’s sena-
tors to express concerns
about this cut, noting it'd
be “a good approach if
everyone reached out.”
He thought there might
be a chance the public
safety angle could con-
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issues

first ACF

report

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The
Charlton Board of Se-
lectmen was presented
with the town's first
Annual Comprehen-
sive Financial (ACF)
Report in March ush-
ering in a new era for
how the town’s finan-
cial growth and data
will be presented on a

yearly basis.
Charlton Finance
Director Ashley Obrzut

presented the report to
the Board of Selectmen
on March 25 which pro-
vides a more compre-
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Remains of WWII soldier from
Southbridge to be buried in
Arlington National Cemetery

FORT KNOX, Ky
—The remains of U.S.
Army Air Forces Sgt.
Edward S. Kovaleski,
a soldier killed during
World War II, will be in-
terred April 9 in Arling-
ton National Cemetery.
Graveside services will
be performed by Ever-
ly-Wheatley Funerals
and Cremation, Alexan-
dria, Virginia, preceding
the interment.

A native of South-
bridge, Kovaleski was
an engineer and ball tur-
ret gunner assigned to
the 760th Bombardment
Squadron, 460th Bom-
bardment Group (Heavy),
15th Air Force, in the
European and Mediter-
ranean Theater. He was
killed in action April
26, 1945, at age 25, after
the B-24J Liberator air-
craft, he was aboard,
crashed near Hiittenberg,
Austria, while enroute
to a bombing mission in
northern Italy.

Kovaleski

was ac-

Sgt. Edward S. Kovaleski

counted for by the De-
fense POW/MIA Ac-
counting Agency June
4, 2024, after his remains
were recovered from the
crash site between 2021
and 2022 for laboratory

analysis and identifica-
tion.

The Past Conflict Re-
patriations Branch, un-
der the Army Casualty
and Mortuary Affairs

Tum To KOVALESKI page 14

RESIDENTIAL OIL TANK

INSTALLATION | REPLACEMENT | REMOVAL

Burnt dinner?
Order pizza.

Leaking oil tank?

Call Bond-Tite.
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Regret nothing, replace it today

(508) 892-4378

BOND-TITE

TANK SERVICE
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MassIndie2025 Film Festival showcases Oscar-
nominated “Porcelain War,” bold local & regional indie talent

SOUTHBRIDGE — The annual 2025 Massachusetts Inde-
pendent Film Festival (MassIndie2025) will be packed with
indie features, shorts, documentaries, experimental, horror
films and more,all made both locally and from around the
country and the world including the Oscar Nominated Doc-
umentary “Porcelain War” by Brendan Bellomo and Slava

is the belief that the arts and educa-
tion are essential to creating a vibrant,
healthy community and world.

Tickets for program blocks are $10.
For the full schedule and to buy tickets,
visit shawnafoundation.org.

shot entirely in Worcester; and "The Dirty Gerund Poetry
Show Documentary" by Manny Alvarado about the icon-
ic Worcester poetry reading series that has taken place
at Ralph's Diner for the last 15 years.

“We also offer screenings online exclusively to the
Shawna Foundation Patreon subscribers which include

Leontyev.

The festival takes place on April 24 through 26 at the
Wellsworth Hotel & Conference Center, 14 Mechanic St.,
Southbridge, and a special screening of student films at Raz-
zo Hall, Clark University, on Friday the 25th.

(Special note: Important Venue Update for MassIndie. Due
to unforeseen circumstances, our previously announced
venue, starlite in Southbridge, has closed. All three days of
MassIndie—April 24 to 26—will now take place at the Wells-
worth Hotel in Southbridge.)

The festival is presented by the Shawna Foundation which
also runs the Shawna Shea Film Festival (SSFF) which will
return to Southbridge in July. The Foundation also runs the
Scandriglia Film Festival in Italy every other year in Octo-
ber. Our next date there is October 2026.

This year’s MassIndie Film Fest includes the feature
length movies “Mountain Lion” by Brooklyn Demme, film
director Jonathan Demme’s son, “Fakes” by John Hayeck

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INCOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

CLUES ACROSS

1. Garden tool 35. Corpuscle count (abbr.)

5. A way to preserve 36. Young women’s association

11. Gratitude 39. Not shallow

14. Domestic sheep 41. Doctor

15. Simpler 42. Furniture

18. Cavities containing liquid 44. Hindu male religious teacher

19. Large fish-eating bird 46. Highly spiced stew

21. Ocular protection index 47. A way to communicate

23. Phil _, former CIA 49. Almost last

24. Icelandic poems 52. Astronomer Carl

28. Pop 56. Small horses

29. Device 58. A slender tower with balconies

30. Actor Rudd 60. A disrespectful quality

32. A pituitary hormone 62. Fully shaded inner regions

33. Focus on an object 63. Short convulsive intake of breath
CLUES DOWN

1. Popular Sunday dinner option 29. Where a bachelor lives

2. Oil cartel 31. Portable computer screen

3. Agile material

4. Greek goddess of discord 34. A crying noise of a bird

5. Genetically distinct variety 36. Sticky, amorphous substance
6. Indicates badly 37. Starchy dish of dried tubers
7. Popular Mr. T character 38. Type of acid

8. Consumed 40. Partner to “Ma”

9. Chinese dynasty 43. 16 ounces

10. NFL great Randy 45. The Bay State

12. Within 48. A well-defined track or path
13. Palm trees 50. Substitution

16. Fungal disease 51. Defined period

17. Tall, slender-leaved plants 53. Group of toughs

20. Affirmative! (slang) 54. Region

22. A passport is one 55. Famed Scottish Loch

25. Two outs in baseball (abbr.)  57. Blood relation

26. Swiss river 58. Not around

27. Deferential 59. Recipe measurement

61. Father to Junior
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the feature length films “Atrabilious” by William Atti-
cus Parker, son of Billy Crudup and Mary-Louise Parker,
starring Jeffrey Wright and Leon Addison Brown and the
Canadian Feature “Home Free” by Avi Ronn Federgreen
starring Michelle Nolden and Art Hindle. Allowing our Pa-
treon members this opportunity helps people who live in
rural areas or who don’t have the ability to travel to take
part in experiencing truly independent art.” said festival
director SKkip Shea.

The festival also has blocks full of short experimental,
horror, international and documentaries made by film-
makers who chose to lean more towards art then commerce
with their work showing their true independent spirit.

“In keeping with the mission of the Shawna Foundation
roughly 60 percent of the movies we will screen were made
by people in the underrepresented communities. But that
also reflects roughly the average amount of films submit-
ted by the same community. The Shawna Foundation has
become known that we are the home for all voices. We tru-
ly believe that showing the stories of a diverse population
only shows how much we have in common. We all experi-
ence sadness, joy, loss and survival. And we can all relate
to that,” said Shea.

Shea is an acclaimed Uxbridge-based filmmaker, writ-
er, director and producer who founded the Shawna E. Shea
Memorial Foundation Inc. in memory of his daughter
Shawna E. Shea, an Uxbridge High School student and a
creative and artistic young woman who died at 16 in a 1999
automobile crash.

The nonprofit organization runs a number of arts and
film programs, all with the Shawna Foundation’s mission
to equitably promote and support students through schol-
arship and showcase artists in filmmaking, performance
arts, poetry and other creative endeavors with a focus on
underrepresented communities. The Foundation’s vision

Charlton-Dudley

Youth Football to hold
registration Tuesday

CHARLTON — Charlton Dudley Youth Football and
Cheer will be holding an in person registration for the fall
season.

We'll be at Charlton Middle School on Tuesday, April 15
from 6 to 8 p.m. Cheer and Football athletes who live in or
attend school in Charlton, Dudley, Woodstock or Thomp-
son are invited to register. You can also visit our Web site
for additional details at cdrams.com or email questions
to CDYFCRAMS@GMAIL.COM.

Elm St. Congregational
Church hosting monthly

community lunch

SOUTHBRIDGE — Elm St. Congregational Church is
pleased to invite everyone to attend the free monthly lunch
on Wednesday, April 16, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The menu will include homemade soup, sandwich, des-
sert and beverages. The meal is served in Fellowship Hall
and the church entrance is on 61 Park St. Parking is avail-
able on Park and Elm Streets, as well as behind the South-
bridge Town Hall.

Please come and join us for a delicious meal and friend-
ship.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & OlId Stuff

«Bottles ¢ Crocks Jugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
« Silver Plated Items «Watches «Typewriters «Sewing Machines
o Tools  Radios « Clocks « Lanterns sLamps ¢ Kitchenware
» Cookware «Knives «Hunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept « Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

TO PLACE AN AD

WITH STONEBRIDGE PRESS:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

MIKAELA VICTOR

(774) 200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays.. rreererenes 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.....cccoovvevveiiiiceeeecceene Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4 p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage Schooal ..................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
e Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
o Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
« Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. t0 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
* Federated Church of Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
« Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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NE art colonies inspired generations of creation

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — If you haven't thought of your
summer plans yet, Martha Chiarchiaro brought
one idea to Charlton Library you might consider
—visiting New England's art colonies.

She was speaking last Saturday in the second
of three Mass Cultural Council-funded talks on
art history, turning it into a picture tour of 10
colonies within a day's drive of here. Some you'll
probably know, some you might not, and both are
true of many of the names associated with them.

“Many of the colonies were primarily summer
art colonies,” she said, noting the same faces spent
time in most of them. A few places no longer exist
as colonies (but typically still have museums), but
some are still thriving scenes of their own.

Two of the latter are in the Bay State — Glouces-
ter and Provincetown — and both took advantage
of their coastal locations. She said P'town, as
many people call it, “inspired a variety of differ-
ent artists” and has been home to an art associa-
tion since 1914. By 1916, the Boston Globe called it
“the biggest art colony in the world” and it's “still
incredibly busy with young artists now,” she said.

That colony is famous in part for possibly in-
troducing America to the some of the first ab-

Josbua Hyde Library hosting program

on bistory of veterans and music

STURBRIDGE — On Wednesday, May 14, Jon and Li Waterman will perform "Popular Music and
Veterans” at Joshua Hyde Public Library, 306 Main St., Sturbridge, at 6:30 p.m.

The program consists of original and traditional songs along with an accompanying slideshow
about the history of veterans in America and some related music history.

Jon and Li have performed their music and history programs in venues throughout New England
as part of a series called Live Music Making History Live. The series was designed to encourage
the celebration and exploration of history through music. Jon and Li perform regularly as the duo

Gus Steeves

Library Director Karen Wall, left, with art historian Martha
Chiarchiaro.

stract expressionism with Hans Hofmann, who'd
come from Germany. Like many summer artists
then, he lived year-round in New York, but taught
30 years in P'town and “inspired a number of art-
ists.”

Some of them are probably better-known than
him, including Jackson Pollack and Franz Kline,
who also spent time here. They would have known

E Ambrose Webster, who was more of an impres-
sionist. Webster started a summer art school in
1900 and the first annual summer art show in
1915. On the more abstract side.

Up the coast in Gloucester and Rockport, the
Rocky Neck colony is still very much alive and
“one of the oldest working art colonies in the
country,” she said. It's a small peninsula outside
Gloucester center, very densely populated with
art cottages practically built atop each other.
Some are occupied year-round, but most are sum-
mer places.

The area was stomping grounds for Fitz Henry
Lane, who was born here in 1804. Although para-
lyzed, he had “a cart contraption that helped him
get around,” and his art highlights Gloucester's
watery scenery with “images in contrast to the
Hudson River School.” His work was famous for
its “quiet quality” vs those painters' “drama,” de-
spite the fact both mostly painted nature scenes,
she added.

Many watercolor works of Edward Hopper and
his wife Josephine Nivison are also set here.

“It was not the most harmonious marriage, but

Tum To ART page 16
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ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Sultana.
Jon is a lifetime musician and songwriter and licensed history teacher in Massachusetts. Li is
also a lifetime musician and a visual artist. The program is supported in part by a grant from the

Sturbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state

agency.

CCUMC welcomes all to join us for Holy Week

CHARLTON — Holy Week is right around the
corner. Charlton City UMC invites you to join us
for worship on Palm Sunday, April 13, at 10 a.m.,
and then again for Maundy Thursday, April 17 at
7p.m.

The Good Friday Crosswalk begins at 11 a.m.
from the Federated Church to Overlook and we'll
be joining the Federated Church again that eve-
ning, at 7 p.m., for Good Friday worship. Back
here at 74 Stafford St. on April 19, for a Holy Sat-
urday prayer vigil at 7 p.m. Easter Sunrise wor-
ship is at 7am at Overlook (where the Crosswalk
ends) and then our normal worship time 10am in
the sanctuary for Easter.

Charlton Garden Club meets Monday

CHARLTON — The Charlton Gar-
den Club’s Monday, April 14 meeting
welcomes all to a free program on Inte-
grated Pest Management (IPM) in the
Garden.

Speaker Dawn Pettinelli recently
retired after 27 years as a University of
Connecticut Extension Educator and
Soil Testing Lab Manager. A gardener
for more than half a century, she has
been a MA Master Gardener since 1986.

Like always, we join with one or both of our
ecumenical partners, the Charlton Federated
Church and St. Joseph's Catholic Church, for
most of our Holy Week worship services: Maun-
dy Thursday, Good Friday Crosswalk and eve-
ning service, and Easter sunrise. We're happy
and pleased to do so because Christ lived, died,
and rose for all of us, didn't
he? So we Christians should
worship together whenever
we can to celebrate what God
has done for all.

Whether you’re a novice or accom-
plished gardener, the Charlton Garden
Club is a great place to meet other gar-
dening enthusiasts, learn about plants
and planting, and to share your gar-
dening tips and experiences.

This meeting will be held at 6:30
p.m. at the Charlton Public Library. For
more information, please email charl-
tongardenclub@gmail.com.

L sSUPERTIOR STORAGE

WE'LL MOVE
YOU FOR
FREE!

We hope you'll join us! In-
vite your friends!

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

—
VISA

= Fully Insured

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

==

e tonebridgePress.com

Performin

of Northeast Connecticut Fund

“’Pa3 what You Can' tickets,
available on ’rheloos.orﬁ iEI

Move in SPECIAL!
First 25 NEW Customers

72 MAIN ST
NORTH GROSVENORDALE, CT 06255

860-792-1088

WWW\WV.SUPERIORSTORAGECT.COM!

A MEW 60-MIMUTE ToURING MUSICAL
CELEBRRATWG THE POWER oF oR\GMALTY.

GREAT FoR STUDEMTS W GRADES 4-yl

May 43, 2025
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SOUTHBRIDGE
POLICE LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police De-
partment reported the following arrests during the
week of March 31 to April 7.

David G. Wentworth, age 58, of Southbridge was
arrested on April 2 for Indecent Assault & Battery on
a Person with an Intellectual Disability.

Monica Marie Wardle, age 27, of Southbridge was
arrested on April 2 in connection with multiple war-
rants. Destiny Marie Rosario Lopez, age 20, also of
Southbridge, was arrested during the same incident
for Unlicensed Operation of a Motor Vehicle and in
connection with a warrant.

A 62-year-old male from Southbridge was taken
into protective custody on April 4.

Christopher Nelson Cedeno, age 38, of Putnam,
Conn. was arrested on April 6 in for Unsafe Opera-
tion of a Motor Vehicle, Unlicensed Operation of a
Motor Vehicle, a Number Plate Violation to Conceal
ID, and operating an Uninsured and Unregistered
Motor Vehicle.

Central Mass.
Grown celebrates 10

years of supporting

local farmers

STURBRIDGE — This May, Central Massachusetts
Grown will celebrate ten years of helping farmers
thrive and educating consumers on the importance
of supporting local farms.

Central Mass Grown is a non-profit organization
and one of several Buy Local organizations across
Massachusetts tasked with encouraging consumers
to support local agricultural businesses, especially
farms and restaurants. Across Worcester County ev-
ery year, more than fifteen hundred farms produce
more than $87 million in agricultural products. These
farms are a vital part of our economy and our com-
munity. They protect open space from development,
protect wildlife habitats and water supplies, and sup-
port local businesses in their community, contribut-
ing to a strong local economy. Our local farms pro-
duce food more sustainably than what you typically
find in a supermarket, grow our economy, support
our neighbors, and make Central Massachusetts a
better place to live.

Since it was founded in late 2014, Central Mass
Grown’s network has grown to cover the entire re-
gion, tirelessly promoting the importance of protect-
ing our farmers and farmland. CMG regularly hosts
workshops to help farmers improve their business
and use environmentally sustainable practices. It is
also active in promoting local farmers markets, help-
ing ensure more people in Worcester County have
more access to the best, highest quality food and oth-
er products. It has advocated for our farmers, espe-
cially during the COVID pandemic and in the wake of
the devastating weather of 2023.

As CMG looks toward the next ten years, the need
for strong small farms and local businesses is clear-
er and more important than ever. As we’ve all seen,
national and international supply chains can be dis-
rupted by political events and natural disasters. By
protecting our local food system, local agriculture is
creating local food security and food sovereignty. We
must continue to find more sustainable ways to pro-
tect our land, increase food access, and make access to
land and food equitable to all. The mission of Central
Mass Grown continues to be to support local farmers
and local agriculture to create a healthier communi-
ty and a better, more sustainable environment.

Central Mass Grown will hold their Annual Meet-
ing celebrating their tenth year on Friday, May 2 at
Deep Roots Distillery in Sturbridge. More informa-
tion can be found on their Web site at centralmass-
grown.org.

Too Busy to Cook?

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikagla@stonebridgepress.

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

Safe boating certificate courses sched-
uled at Milford and Webster locations

REGION — The Unit-
ed States Coast Guard
Auxiliary Tri-State Flo-
tilla, Massachusetts will
be instructing three up-
coming boating safety
classes that meet current
state mandated educa-
tional requirements.

The Boat America
course is offered in a
one-day format devel-
oped to provide the skills
and confidence needed
to explore the coast and
inland waters by boat.
Basic knowledge and
skills are needed to have
safe and enjoyable boat-
ing experiences. This
course is perfect for fam-
ilies that have just pur-
chased any type of boat
or are planning to in the
future, and for the boater
keeping up with changes
to boating regulations
and laws. Basic marline-
spike seamanship (knots
etc.) will also be includ-
ed. Successful comple-
tion of the course will
certify any minor, from
12 to 16 years of age, to
operate a powerboat, in-
cluding a Personal Wa-
ter Craft/Jet Ski (for 16
& 17-year-old operators),

on all Massachusetts wa-
ters; in conjunction with
the Mass. Environmen-
tal Police. Approved by
National Association of
State Boating Law Ad-
ministrators (NASBLA)
it will also cover the re-
quirements to operate
a vessel in most other
states & many countries
where boating safety ed-
ucation is mandatory,
including Rhode Island
and Connecticut.

The Hanson-Milone
Boater Safety Act, signed
into Mass. Law Janu-
ary 8, will now require
all Mass. motorboat op-
erators to complete an
approved Safe Boating
Certificate course before
April 1, 2026 for anyone
born after Jan. 1, 1998,
and by April 1, 2028 for
boaters born before Jan.
1, 1998. Enforcement of
the new law will begin
on September 1, 2026.
This course meets the fu-
ture Mass. requirement.
Most boating insurance
companies offer a dis-
count on premiums for
successful completion of
this course.

Participants 16 years

old and under must be
accompanied, in person,
by a registered parent/
guardian. Space is limit-
ed, so register soon:

Milford High School
— Saturdays — May 3 and
June 7-9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Milford High School
courses offered at 31
West Fountain St., Mil-
ford.

Registration is man-
aged through the Milford
Community School Use
Program,

https://milfordcom-
munityprogram.activi-
tyreg.com/ss_t2.wcs

Adult-Win -
ter-2024/2025 and Spring
2025 — Educational - Boat
America Certificate
Class

or call Laura Farrell
(508) 478-1119, email Ifar-
rell@milfordma.com;

The registration dead-
line is six days prior to
course,

For additional USC-
GAux. information: phil.
uscgaux@verizon.net or
(508) 478-3778.

Webster Fire Depart-

ment - Saturday, May 17
—9am.to5pm.

Webster Fire Depart-
ment Classroom, 55
Thompson Rd., Webster.

Contact our Public
Education Officer Phil
Kubat for registration or
additional

information:  email
phil.uscgaux@verizon.
net or call (508) 478-3778.

To locate these and
other USCG Auxiliary
courses (BA and BS&S)
that will meet certifica-
tion requirements go to:
https://www.cgaux.org/
boatinged/class_finder/
index.php.

The Coast Guard Aux-
iliary is the uniformed
civilian component of
the US. Coast Guard
and supports the Coast
Guard in nearly all mis-
sion areas. The Auxilia-
ry was created by Con-
gress in 1939. For more
information, please visit
WWWw.cgaux.org

QCC’ Auxilium Center for

Entrepreneurship announced

WORCESTER — Quin-
sigamond Community
College kicked off Start-
Up Week Worcester ear-
lier today with the
announcement of the
Auxilium Center for En-
trepreneurship, a new
initiative made possible
through the support of
the Cliff and Susan Ruck-
er Foundation.

The Auxilium Center
for Entrepreneurship
will serve as an innova-
tion hub for QCC stu-
dents of any discipline,
offering workshops, men-
toring, consultation ser-
vices and entrepreneur-
ship-focused curriculum.

“This has been an
amazing partnership.
The Center will help our
students get the social
capital and the guidance
that they need. The gen-
erous gift of the CIliff
and Susan Rucker Foun-
dation will help empow-
er QCC students to be
catalysts for economic
growth. Our students are
rooted here, and they will
invest in our communi-
ty,” said QCC President
Dr. Luis Pedraja.

The Cliff and Susan
Rucker Foundation has
committed $100,000 per
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CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
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HALIBUT

AFTER 5:00 PM

]

SPENCER J |

l (ILNTI{I’
AINNS

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

<y 508-885-4033

IO www.charliesdiner.com
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Spence Country Inn

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95
SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $22.95  (plus tax & gratuity)

www.spencercountryinn.com

Buy Entree Get 1 /2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 4/30/25

10am-1pm

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥

year for a minimum of
three years to support
staffing and program-
ming at the Center.

“No aspiring entre-
preneur should ever
feel like they’re doing
it alone. In partnership
with QCC we're laying
the groundwork for a
vibrant entrepreneur-
ial hub...in the broader
Worcester community,”
said Jacob Rucker, pri-
vate equity analyst at
Rucker Investments and
co-founder of Auxilium.
“This will be a space
where bold ideas are wel-
come, risk is encouraged
and support is real. Aux-
ilium will be this pro-
gram’s partner, mentor
and constant source of
encouragement.”

Also speaking at the
announcement was
Noah MacDonald, who
is studying business
administration at QCC
and started a group for
students called Coalition
of Rising Entrepreneurs
(CORE) to help students
such as himself who
want to start their own
ventures.

“T just started getting
into entrepreneurship
and I can see how im-
portant it is. I have very
big goals for my life so
I'm grasping opportu-
nities. A place like this
could give me the men-
torship that I need and
show me the paths I can
take,” MacDonald com-
mented.

QCC Board of Trust-

ees President Dr. Lin-
da Maykel reflected on
starting a dental prac-
tice without knowing
where to turn for advice
on simple business prac-
tices such as signing a
commercial lease.

“To have a center
now where students can
come and have people
to mentor them through
is absolutely one of the
most exciting things
I’ve seen since I've been
here,” said Maykel. “The
Center will also max-
imize QCC’s existing
wraparound services
like counseling and the
HomePlate Food Pantry
& Resource Center.”

The Center is set to
open on QCC’s main
campus in Fall 2025.

Food Truck Festival returns May 10

SPENCER — The Throwdown! 2025 Food Truck Festival will be held Saturday,
May 10 from 11 a.m. -5 p.m. at the Spencer Fairgrounds, 49 Smithville Rd. Admis-
sion $5 at the gate (children under 12 free).

Throwdown! 2025 is Worcester County’s longest running and largest annual
Food Truck Festival and Craft Fair. A panel of judges and event attendees cast
votes for their favorite food truck to be honored with the prestigious “Best of
Worcester County Food Trucks” and the ever coveted “People’s Choice” awards.
Along with great food from dozens of food trucks, customers may browse among
the more than 50 artisanal craft vendors, enjoy carnival style games, listen to
music or participate in an array of yard games such as corn hole, giant blocks,
ladder toss and other fun activities just for the kids. Enjoy craft beer and wines
at this year’s event from “The Stein & Vine,” Central Massachusetts’ favorite mo-
bile bar service. It’s a fantastic way to spend a Spring afternoon with family and
friends in a beautiful outdoor setting.

WooTrucks has been the most trusted name in reliable food truck booking for
over a decade. Our commissary, commercial kitchen, and base of operations for
food trucks, caterers, bakers, and food entrepreneurs is located at 67 Main St.,
Boylston. Our fully permitted and approved facility to prepare food was estab-
lished to foster a transparent, self-policing community of food trucks and food
entrepreneurs practicing only the highest standards of customer service while
maintaining strict adherence to health, sanitation and food codes. WooTrucks
operates food truck festivals throughout the region and supplies food trucks to
corporate clients, private businesses, breweries, academic institutions, and local

municipalities.

Book lovers browse the fiction, history, religion and other offerings at the Friends of the
Jacob Edwards Library's semi-annual book sale last weekend.
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Schools brace for loss of federal funds

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — State of-
ficials announced last
week that schools across
the Commonwealth
will be impacted by the
Trump Administration’s
decision to terminate ed-
ucation grant funding.

Gov. Maura Healey
joined officials state-
wide in condemning the
Trump Administration’s
decision to terminate
$106 million in grant
funding meant to sup-
port K-12 education in
Massachusetts.

“At a time when stu-
dents are still struggling
to recover from the pan-
demic, we need to be do-
ing everything we can
to address learning loss
and the youth mental
health crisis. Instead,
President Trump sud-
denly ripped away more
than $100 million in fund-
ing that is supposed to go
right to Massachusetts
students and schools,”
Healey said. “This action
is jeopardizing mental
health care and math tu-
toring for our students,
as well as projects that
are already underway to
enhance school security
and ensure that the air
in our school buildings is
clean.”

In the years since pan-
demic shutdowns and
hybrid learning severe-
ly disrupted education
systems from 2020-21,

school officials nation-
wide have seen a rise in
behavioral and mental
health struggles for stu-
dents at all levels.
Looking ahead, state
officials warn that the
loss of federal funding
could have lasting nega-
tive effects on students.

“Massachusetts has
been making important
progress helping stu-

dents recover from the
pandemic, but President
Trump is trying to take
us backwards,” Healey
said.

Although the state is
scrambling to find stop-
gaps, officials said the
loss of federal funds will
prevent students from ac-
cessing several planned
programs and mental
health supports.

“The federal govern-
ment and states should
be working together to
invest in capital projects
that improve the learn-
ing environments for
our students and support
their education and well-
being,” said Lt. Gov. Kim
Driscoll. “Massachu-
setts does not have the
resources to replace all
of the funding that Pres-
ident Trump is terminat-
ing. These are more dev-
astating  terminations
that impact our students
and schools today and
well into the future.”

Federal funding was
intended to support a
host of statewide efforts

to address the impacts of 20 school districts to im-

the pandemic on learn-
ing, with a focus on liter-
acy, math, and science.
“We are not back yet
from the pandemic. We
know that many students
in Massachusetts and
across the country are
still experiencing pan-
demicrelated learning
loss and mental health
challenges,” said Secre-
tary of Education Dr. Pat-
rick Tutwiler, who visit-
ed several local schools
this past fall, including
East Brookfield Elemen-
tary School. “The federal
government had repeat-
edly reaffirmed these
extensions in acknowl-
edgement of continued
supply chain issues, la-
bor shortages, and to en-
sure continuity in learn-
ing acceleration efforts.
Projects funded by these
grants are underway. The
Trump Administration’s
outrageous and cruel
decision, in which we
received notice of a new
arbitrary deadline, will
have real harm to our
students and their learn-
ing and wellbeing.”
Officials said the fund-
ing was slated to address
critical gaps by support-
ing mental health ser-
vices; math tutoring; and
the purchases of instruc-
tional materials with a
focus on science.
Additionally, funds
would have supported
building upgrades across

prove air quality through
HVAC installations.
Moreover, some projects
were planned to enhance
security in schools, in-
cluding the purchasing
of cameras, door alarms,
and emergency response
technologies.

Further funds were
committed to supporting
professional develop-
ment programs for ed-
ucators. These include
the state’s Learning

Acceleration Network,
as well as five regional
licensure centers  that
help emergency teacher
license holders obtain
provisional or initial li-
censure to stay employed
in Massachusetts public
schools.

“Trump's decision to
cut off money already
promised to school dis-
tricts will have drastic
negative effects on Mas-
sachusetts communi-
ties,” said Senate Presi-

dent Karen Spilka. “This
administration clearly
does not care about dam-
aging our education
system or hurting our
children, leaving local
officials scrambling to
pick up the pieces when
they should be fully fo-
cused on supporting our
schools. It's all part of
the federal administra-
tion's  unconscionable
hacksaw approach to
governing.”

Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service at

Old Sturbridge Village

STURBRIDGE — The annual Ecumenical Easter sunrise service will be held
at Old Sturbridge Village on April 20 starting at 6 a.m. According to The Federat-
ed Church of Sturbridge and Fiskdale’s pastor, the Rev. David W. Cote, seven local
faith communities will join together at the original Baptist Meetinghouse that is
now located at the end of the Common at Old Sturbridge Village.

Participating in this year’s sunrise service, in addition to Rev. Cote, are The
Rev. Dan Purtell (Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Sturbridge and Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church, Southbridge), Father Luc Martel, A.A. (St. Anne/St. Patrick
Parish, Fiskdale), The Rev. Brian Oxman (Brookfield Congregational Church,
Brookfield), The Rev. Kathryn Light (Elm Street Congregational Church, South-
bridge), and Ms. Christine McTigue (St. Joseph Church, Charlton).

“Together, we will welcome the dawn with prayer, song, and messages of hope
and renewal as the sun rises,” says Cote. “The service is open to all and will offer
a peaceful, reflective start to Easter Sunday.”

Those who wish to attend are advised to enter the Village and make their way
to the Meetinghouse by way of the security gate at the top of the parking lot, and
dress appropriately for the weather. Please note that food and drink are not per-
mitted, except for bottled water. The Village will not be open for touring during
this event and restrooms will not be available. Attendees are requested to leave
the Village directly following the service.

Easter morning services will follow the sunrise service at each of the respec-

tive churches.

Community
Connection
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JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER (®) JEWELERS™ EAE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Our Wood was Cut
down 2 years ago.
All hard wood.

Cut and Split to your
size. 2 cord orders no
delivery Charge.
$300. Per Cord.
Call or Text
413-668-7858

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * Fax: 508-347-6985

EnmberCotiine:

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

W
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Building Materials & Supplies h

Lumber e Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ® Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block

Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn ® Dimension Lumber
Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber

WJolljFreede800-764-3231 407 bl by kIrevd]

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

‘Couvmico JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

NEWS!!!

At Edward Jones, we're in it for
the long haul. We'll be with you
every step of the way as you
celebrate life’s biggest milestones.
Let us help you work toward them

Contact us today to start creating
a financial strategy tailored to
your specific needs.

Edward Jones

Your life. A
Your money.
Your terms.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

A

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC
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East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@

Syl gl

stonebridgepress.news

Cormier family since 1947.
Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!

We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com

Call or Text (508)764-7415

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

MCEPRAL Tanks Filled

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE

5] Se—— $5.70 300-500....00000000 $255 10 80%
1LY — $3.40 500 PLUS............ $2.40 .

[ (- $3.05 Duel Fuel ... 375  Driver
150-300........$275 Drop off Tanks....$300 Discretion

DON'T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

eMonday price 4/7/25 was $3.1 5 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” w‘&

*prices subject to change

e R

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Media G
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FREE LOCAL
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Identity politics is
exhausting, and
misses the point

Somewhere along the way, we were
convinced that being politically aware
means picking a side and sticking
to it no matter what. Red team, blue
team. Us vs. them. You're either all in
or you're out. Here’s the thing no one
wants to admit unless you’re an elect-
ed official, no one actually cares what
“side” you're on.

Your neighbor doesn’t care if you
vote left or right — they care if you
help them dig out after a snowstorm.
Your community doesn’t benefit from
your party loyalty, it benefits when you
show up, vote on the issues that mat-
ter, and take action that improves real
lives.

This performative, party-first mind-
set we've fallen into is exhausting.
Frankly, it’s childish. Political parties
were never supposed to be tribal iden-
tities, they were supposed to be tools.
Temporary alliances to move policies
forward. Instead, we've turned them
into something resembling sports
teams, where people root for their side
no matter how bad the playbook gets.

What if we stripped away the party
labels altogether? What if we voted on
the issues themselves instead of ac-
cepting whatever bundle of policies
a party wraps in its packaging? Most
people don’t fit neatly into one ideolog-
ical box and pretending we do has only
divided us more.

We should be holding elected offi-
cials accountable, not treating them
like mascots. We should be debating
ideas, not defending party lines like
we’re in some playground argument.
And we should stop letting political
branding override personal thinking.

Want to be a true patriot? Read up,
show up and stop picking sides as
though we’re all choosing a dodgeball
team. Vote like it’s about the issues. Be-
cause it is. And like your own future,
and that of the generations that will
follow you, depends on it. Because it
does.

OPINIO

Springtime Journeys

“See, I am doing truer than not.
a new thing! Now it BEYOND But that journey,
springs up; do you THE PEWS that week on the wa-
not perceive it? I ter gave us time to
am making a way BY grow as people, sail-
in the wilderness DR. RB MCFEE ors, friends. There
and streams in the was a spiritual com-
wasteland.” ponent as our faith in

— Isaiah 43:19 God grew, with great-

Journeys - just er appreciation for all

the word conjures up the notion of ad-
venture, challenging oneself, a time
of reflection, or even transformation.
Sometimes all of these can be experi-
enced along the way. And there are few-
er times of the year that invite us on
one than springtime and Lent.

A number of years ago, a few of us
chartered a sailboat and headed off
from the East Coast of Florida to ex-
plore various places from the Atlantic
to the Keys. For those who sail, it can
be physically demanding, as well as a
beautiful mental, spiritual endeavor.

Talk about Gilligan’s Island! A few
hours out we got slammed by a storm. It
felt like the one mentioned in Matthew
14 when the Disciples were pounded by
wind and waves on the Sea of Galilee.
But the old saying “smooth waters and
calm seas do not make great sailors,” is

the beauty around us (dolphins greeted
us during an amazing sunrise) and so
many more blessings. All because we
chose to step out, look around, and in-
wards, and take a journey.

Journeys — chances are you've been
a journey of one type or another in
your life, or maybe need to take one,
too. And they don’t have to exotic, just
meaningful and fun.

We become greater than our former
selves when we face challenges, and
sometimes the ultimate one is an in-
ternal journey — exploring who we are,
facing where our faith life is taking us,
our relationship with God and others.

As a physician I think journeys in
good health are a great idea.

This is a lovely time to get outdoors
and start a walking or hiking journey.
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To THE EDITOR

Anthony Aube does his homework

To the Editor:

My name is Bruce Menin, and I
have recently returned to central Mas-
sachusetts to live. I writing to express
my strong support for Anthony Aube
in the upcoming School Committee
election.

I am Kkeenly interested in public
education, having served on the New-
buryport School Committee for 22
years before relocating back to Cen-
tral Massachusetts. I have spent time
meeting with Mr. Aube, and through
the lens of that experience, I find him
to be a thoughtful, strong candidate for
the Committee.

He is bright and energetic, and has
a great deal of relevant experience,
from serving as a parent representa-
tive on School Councils to his regular
attendance at School Committee meet-
ings. Anthony is highly informed and
very familiar with the issues facing
public education today. He listens

deeply, I and have found him to be both
creative and collaborative. His pro-
fessional experience has given him a
terrific understanding of budgeting
and how institutional systems work,
and how to solve problems collabora-
tively. He will work diligently to level
up our district and chart a path to the
future.
If I can paraphrase something that
a voter shared with me when I first
ran for re-election in Newburyport,
I support Mr. Aube because he clear-
ly does his homework and asks the
tough questions. Public education is
facing a lot of challenges, and having
an informed, engaged School Com-
mittee is how we will support our
students, our staff and our commu-
nity going forward. Please join me in
supporting Anthony Aube for School
Committee.
Bruce Menin
Charlton

Coloring Easter Eggs Naturally

Easter is right around the
corner, and for many, the an-
nual ritual of coloring eggs is
ananticipatedyearlytradition.
But there’s no need to run out
and buy a fancy egg coloring
kit, as you likely have the in-
gredients to make up a rain-
bow of colorful eggs right in
your Kitchen cupboard!

The following ideas are fun and easy
to do family egg coloring projects.

Note: Eggs that are to be eaten
should always be refrigerated after col-
oring.

*kk

Quick and Easy Classic Food Color-
ing Dye

This homemade mixture rivals the
basic egg coloring Kkits. Use empty egg

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

cartons to dry the
eggs.

THE Mix three quar-

HINT ters of acup warm
water with one ta-

KAREN blespoon white vine-
TRAINOR  gar. Add one quarter

teaspoon of (no arti-
ficial dye) food color-
ing. Note: gelfood coloringworksbest.

Make individual batches of color in
wide mouth mugs or small bowls. Dip
and soak hard boiled eggs in mixture
to color.

%%

Natural Egg Dyes

Note: Patience is the key to bright
colors as it could take a while to
achieve.

Red: Save the skins from onions and
boil for one half to one hour. The more
skins you use and longer you soak, the
darker color will be. A small amount
of skins will produce a light lavender
color.

%%

Pink: Soak hard boiled eggs in a
mug or cup of cranberry juice or pick-
led beet juice with % tsp of vinegar un-
til desired hue is reached.

%%

Lavender: Soak hard boiled eggs in
a mug or cup of grape juice and % tsp
of vinegar until color is to yourliking.

%%

Blue: Soak hard boiled eggs in a
mug or cup of grape juice and % tsp of
vinegar. Soak overnight in the refrig-
erator if you want a dark, rich color.

%%

Yellow: To a cup of hot water, add
one and a half teaspoons of tumeric

and one half teaspoon vinegar.
%%

Golden Tan: Save skins from yellow
onions. Add to water when hard boil-

ing eggs.
*%

Brown: Add one tablespoon of in-
stant coffee and one half tsp. vinegar
to a cup of water. Drop in hard boiled
egg and allow to sit until desired color
is reached.

*%

Pastel Hues: Rub blueberries and
cranberries directly on the shells for
soft blues and pinks.

*%

Wazxed eggs

Here is a super idea for creating
waxed eggs that are truly impressive!

Ingredients: Wax crayons; paper
towels; egg dyes in different colors;
cooking oil.

Instructions: Draw a heavy crayon
pattern on hard boiled egg. Dip egg in
egg dye, preferably a dark color. Leave
in dye until desired color is reached.
Remove with slotted spoon and place
in 200 degree F oven for a few minutes
until wax is melted. Wipe with paper
towel and dip again in lighter dye to
fill in pattern where wax was. Polish
finished eggs with cooking oil and soft
cloth.

*%

Reader Hint: This hint from read-
er Donna Lewandowski was received
after last week’s reader hint column
was submitted— but it is timely for
making Easter dishes with eggs:

To remove eggshell fragments from
your bowl, use a piece of eggshell. The
sharp edge of an eggshell helps to re-
move the fragment.

*%
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How to cope with
market volatility

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

The financial markets always go
through periods of instability And we
may see more of that now, given con-
cerns about tariffs, inflation and the
economy. As an investor, how can you
deal with this volatility?

Some investors try to take advantage
of market ups and downs by attempting
to follow the age-old advice to “buy low
and sell high” — that is, they seek to buy
stocks when they feel prices have bot-
tomed out and they sell stocks when they
think the market has reached a high
point. In theory, this is a great idea, but
in practice, it’s essentially impossible,
because no one can really predict market
highs and lows.

Rather than trying to anticipate
highs and lows, your best strategy for
coping with the price fluctuations of the
financial markets is to diversify your
investment portfolio by owning a mix of
stocks, bonds and other types of securi-
ties. Different types of financial assets
can move in different directions at any
given time — so, for example, stocks may
be up while bonds are down, or vice ver-
sa. If you only owned one of these types
of assets, and the market for that asset
class was down, your portfolio could
take a bigger hit than if you owned a va-
riety of asset types.

And you can further diversify within
individual asset categories. Stocks can
be domestic or international, large-com-
pany or small-company — and these
groupings can also move in different
directions at the same time, depending
on various market forces. As for bonds,
they too don’t always move in a uniform
direction, or at least with the same in-
tensity — for instance, when interest
rates rise, bond prices tend to fall, but
longer-term bonds may fall more than
shorter-term ones, which are closer to
maturity with fewer interest payments
remaining. Conversely, when rates are
falling, longer-term bonds may be more
attractive because they lock in higher
yields for a longer time. Consequently,
one diversification technique for bonds
is to build a “ladder” containing bonds
of varying maturities.

Some investments, by their nature,
are already somewhat diversified. A mu-
tual fund can contain dozens, or even
hundreds, of stocks, or a mixture of
stocks and bonds. And different mutual
funds may have different investment ob-
jectives — some focus more on growth,
while others are more income-orient-
ed — so, further diversification can be
achieved by owning a mix of funds.

Furthermore, some investors achieve
even greater diversification by owning
alternative investments, such as real es-
tate, commodities and cryptocurrencies,
although these vehicles themselves are
often more volatile than those in more
traditional investment categories.

While a diversified portfolio is im-
portant for every investor, your exact lev-
el of diversification — the percentages of
your portfolio devoted to stocks, bonds
and other securities — will depend on
your individual risk tolerance, time
horizon and financial goals. You may
want to consult with a financial profes-
sional about creating the diversified in-
vestment mix that’s right for your needs.

Ultimately, while diversification can’t
guarantee profits or protect against all
losses, it can help you reduce some of
the risks associated with investing and
better prepare you to deal with the inev-
itable volatility of the financial markets
— two Kkey benefits that can help you
over the many years you’ll spend as an
investor.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Be a waterwise gardener A4 fimme-machine and
a litany of disasters

GARDEN
MOMENTS

e e e 000 00

MELINDA
MYERS

Too much or not
enough water, and nev-
er when your garden
needs it. This is a com-
mon complaint of gar-
deners no matter where
they live. Make a few
changes in your plant
selection and garden
care to help manage
water use while grow-
ing healthy plants.

All plants need suf-
ficient moisture after
planting and for sever-
al months to a year or
two to develop a robust
root system. Those la-
beled as drought tol-
erant are better able
to tolerate periods of
drought once estab-
lished. Always water
the area surrounding
new plantings thor-
oughly when the top
few inches of soil are
crumbly and moist.
Gradually reduce the
frequency, and once the
plants are established,
you’ll need to water
less often.

Moisture-loving
plants are good choices
for areas receiving suf-
ficient and consistent
moisture throughout
the growing season to
meet their needs. In
locations where this is
not the case, consider
grouping moisture-lov-
ing plants together so
you use less water and
can concentrate wa-
tering efforts to just
one or two locations in
your landscape.

Fluctuating periods
of excessive and in-

sufficient rainfall add
to the challenge. Many
native plants, once es-
tablished, tolerate pe-
riods of wet and dry
soil and can be found
on lists of rain garden
plants suited to your
area.

Keep water in the
garden, out of the
storm sewers, and re-
duce the risk of flood-
ing while improving
your garden. Adding
several inches of com-
post to the top 8 to 12
inches of soil increases
the soil’s ability to ab-
sorb and retain water.
It also improves drain-
age in heavy soils.

Top dress existing
gardens by spreading
an inch of compost
over the soil surface.
Soil organisms will
help move it into the
soil to improve plant
growth. Lend nature a
hand by using an auger
bit on a drill to aerate
compacted soil. This
pushes some compost
into the top four to six
inches of soil.

Mulching the soil
with leaves, evergreen
needles, or other organ-
ic matter also helps.
This task has many
benefits, including con-
serving moisture, re-
ducing the risk of ero-
sion and compaction,
suppressing weeds,
and as the mulch de-
composes, improving
the soil. A one-to-three-
inch layer over the soil
surface is all you need.
The finer the mulch
material, the thinner
the layer of mulch that
is needed.

Collect rainwater in
rain barrels or cisterns
when it is plentiful and
store it until needed.

Melinda Myers

Leaf mulch conserves mois-
ture, reduces the risk of ero-
sion and compaction, sup-
presses weeds, and improves
the soil as it decomposes.

Use this to water or-
namental containers
and plantings. Always
check with your mu-
nicipality first, since
some restrict this prac-
tice while others offer
rebates or rain barrels
at a discounted price.
You won’t need to
worry about mosqui-
toes breeding inside
your rain barrel if
you place an organ-
ic mosquito control
product like Mos-
quito Dunks®(Sum-
mitResponsibleSo-
lutions.com) in rain
barrels and other wa-
ter features. Mosquito
Dunks provide 30 days
of control, are natural
and organic, and won’t
harm pets, fish, wild-
life, or children.
Periods of heavy
rainfall create anoth-
er challenge. Covering
the soil with plants and
mulch helps protect
your soil from compac-
tion and erosion that
often happens during
these events. Plant-
ing trees, shrubs, and
groundcovers will slow
the flow of rainwater,
increase the amount of
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The secret of Socrates

Picture this: a man
in a suit, contracts in
hand, marching down a
hallway like he's head-
ing into battle.

He swings open the
office door, eyes locked
on his business partner.
He's angry. He's certain.

POSITIVELY
SPEAKINGING

TOBY MOORE

ous ones. Undeniable
ones. Questions that
showed both sides
were aligned. Only dif-
fering in the method.
One yes, then another.
And slowly, the tension
faded. The resistance
dropped. The conver-

He's ready to set the record straight.

"This is outrageous," he says,
slamming the folder on the desk.
"You agreed to these terms. You're
backing out now?"

The partner, calm but resolute,
folds his hands. "No, I didn't agree
to that."

"Yes, you did," the man in the suit
snapped.

"No, I didn't," his partner replied,
calm as ever.

The conversation spirals. The
angrier the businessman gets, the
firmer his partner digs in. No prog-
ress. No compromise. A Stalemate;
nowhere to go. And that was it—just
one word, over and over: No.

When the man walks out, nothing
changes except his blood pressure.

Now pause here. Let's talk about
what just happened.

The problem wasn't the dis-
agreement. The problem was the
approach. He came in swinging—
accusation first, challenge second.
He backed the other person into a
corner. And people don't make deals
when they feel cornered. They de-
fend themselves. They harden.

The second someone says "no,"
it's like concrete drying. Fast. Solid.
Tough to crack.

Dale Carnegie called this The
Secret of Socrates in “How to Win
Friends and Influence People.”

He wrote: "In talking with people,
don't begin by discussing the things
on which you differ. Begin by empha-
sizing—and keep on emphasizing—
the things on which you agree... Get
the other person saying 'yes, yes' at
the outset. Keep your opponent, if
possible, from saying 'no."

Socrates mastered this. He didn't
argue. He asked questions. Obvi-

sation shifted. They weren't on op-
posite sides anymore. They were on
the same page.

Let's come back to our world.

Instead of walking into a room
with fire and a point to prove, try
starting with this: "You want what's
best for the team, right?" "You care
about this project like I do, right?"
"You want this to work."

Get agreement on the big picture
before diving into the details. Be-
cause once someone's in "yes mode,"
they're far more likely to stay there.

The truth is, "no" is more than a
word—it's a wall. And once it's up
good luck getting through. But "yes"
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In light of current market volatility
and uncertainty around tariffs, many
investors are naturally worried about
their portfolio and questioning the out-
look for stocks. We are, after all, emo-
tional creatures, and this is especially
true when it comes to investing.

Imagine, for a moment, we build a
time machine and decide to go back
in time to study investor behavior
throughout a litany of disasters.

First, we travel back to May 9, 1940.
Sadly, we see that Germany just defeat-
ed France and WWII is ramping up.
Global tension and fear is rampant.
The stock market drops over 18 per-
cent in less than a month. It won’t be
long before the Attack on Pearl Harbor
takes place, effectively pulling the Unit-
ed States into WWIL. The stock market
drops another 7 percent over a five-day
period. It justifiably feels like the world
is ending.

We decide it’s time to move on, so
we hop back in our time machine and
enter June 23, 1950. It’s the outbreak of
Korean War. Within a month, the first
U.S. ground troops arrive in South Ko-
rea. The stock market is down over 11
percent. With war fresh in their minds,
American’s are naturally scared. In-
vesting money is the last thing anyone
wants to do.

Enough with the wars. Let’s check
out Oct. 16, 1987. We now witness the
historic “Black Monday Crash,” when
the stock market plunges over 22 per-
cent in just one day. We watch panicked
investors pull their money from the
market and run for the proverbial safe-
ty of cash. Given the circumstances, we
understand their reaction.

Intrigued by the crash of ‘87, we de-
cide to revisit an even worse financial
crash... the Financial Crisis of 2008.
We watch as the subprime dominos
begin to fall. Lehman Brothers collaps-
es, AIG is nearing bankruptcy, Wall
Street firms and even some banks are
begging to be rescued. The housing
market is crashing. The stock market?
Down a massive 38 percent for the year.
We ask a few folks how they’re feeling.
One gentleman responds, “I’ll never go
back into the stock market... ever.” We
try to tell him, “Wait! Don’t panic! The
market will actually recover and go on
to make new highs!”. He tells us we’re
wrong and walks away.

We have just one more stop to com-
plete our study, and so we travel to Feb.
19 of 2020. It’s the start of Covid-19, and
the entire global economy is being shut
down. The fear, uncertainty, and panic
are palatable. The stock market drops a
whopping -33% in roughly one month.
People are fighting over toilet paper
and question if the economy and mar-
kets will ever be the same again. We’ve
seen enough.

Now that we’re done with our re-
search let’s analyze a few numbers.
Let’s look at how the stock market per-
formed DURING AND AFTER these
events.

Theaverage1YRreturn? +31 percent.
The average 5YR return? +16 percent.
Our conclusion: history has proven the
United States and corporate America
are incredibly resilient and persevere.
Markets do indeed bounce back and go

1
ASPHALT PAVING

(

t PROVIL

on to make new highs. Staying invested
can help investors benefit from market
rebounds. People who gave up investing
(or tried to “time” the market) missed
out on significant long-term wealth cre-
ation. Our study is complete.

The next time you’re watching
talking heads on CNBC try to predict
the near-term future, remember no one
has a crystal ball. And that is precisely
why being a “day trader” is so difficult.
But if you’re an investor, it becomes
easier to deal with short term volatili-
ty because you're focused on the long-
term results. Remember: history may
not always repeat itself, but it often
rhymes.

Yes, today’s markets hate the un-
certainty over tariff implications, and
so we should expect continued price
volatility. But don’t panic. Volatility is
normal. It’s like a “toll” investors must
pay on the road to attractive long-term
returns. On average, the stock market
corrects once per year (a drop of 10-19
percent) and has still achieved a 13 per-
cent annualized return including divi-
dends since 1980.

If you indeed have lingering con-
cerns about your portfolio, its best to
check in with a qualified Financial Ad-
visor to discuss how your portfolio is
positioned.

About The
Group

The Capstone Planning Group is an
experienced wealth management team
conveniently located at Cornerstone
Bank. The team offers comprehensive
financial planning, asset management,
and insurance. To learn more about the
team and schedule a courtesy consul-
tation please visit www.thecapstone.
group or call 508-764-0046

Securities and advisory services
are offered through LPL Financial
(LPL), a registered investment advisor
and broker-dealer (member FINRA/
SIPC). Insurance products are offered
through LPL or its licensed affiliates.
Cornerstone Bank and The Capstone
Planning Group are not registered as
a broker-dealer or investment advisor.
Registered representatives of LPL offer
products and services using The Cap-
stone Planning Group, and may also be
employees of Cornerstone Bank. These
products and services are being offered
through LPL or its affiliates, which are
separate entities from, and not affiliates
of, The Capstone Planning Group. Se-
curities and insurance offered through
LPL or its affiliates are:

Not insured by FDIC or Any Other
Government Agency | Not Bank Guar-
anteed | Not Bank Deposits or Obliga-
tions | May Lose Value

The event reaction periods begin
with the stock market close prior to the
events. Historical references do not as-
sume that any prior market behavior
will be duplicated. Past performance
does not indicate future results. There
are risks associated with mutual fund
investing including the possibility that
share prices will decline. Since invest-
ment return and principal value will
fluctuate, investments may be worth
more or less than their original cost.
The S&P 500® Index is an unmanaged
index of common stock performance.
You cannot invest directly in an index.
Indexes are unmanaged and used as a
broad measure of market performance.
Data sources for this article include Put-
nam Investments and LPL Financial.
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Tull, Croteau share Art Center's walls

Gus Steeves

Clay Tull with a piece nature helped him create. While starting
it outdoors, it began to rain and he decide to “embrace the
suck” by “dancing in the rain” and letting the drops be part

of the work.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE
— Although outdoors
was damp and grey
Saturday, things were
quite colorful inside the
Ruth Wells Art Center
as Heather Croteau and
Clay Tull opened their
joint art show.

The two have very
different art styles, with
Croteau doing poin-
tillist and watercolor
images that are mostly
nature-themed, while
Tull's work is distinct-
ly abstract. Some of his
work was at the Library
a couple months ago, but
this show includes sever-
al that weren't there. Cro-
teau has shown in Charl-
ton but not here.

Gus Steeves
A few gallery visitors explore some of Croteau’s works.

“You're getting four
paintings in the light
and four paintings in the
dark,” Tull said of each
work.

That's because while
he's displaying them a
certain way now, there is
no “right” orientation for
any of them, and some
include blacklight-sensi-
tive paint. He wants peo-
ple to experiment and
reorient them as they see
fit, just as he wants peo-
ple who buy one to name
it themselves.

That doesn't mean
they're not personal for
him. Each of them comes
from his exploration of
inner darkness and dis-
covering a way out of
that, with phantasmago-
ric and other images hid-
den in the abstraction.

These two of Tull’s pieces were digitally created.

Gus Steeves

Gus Steeves

Heather Croteau, left, talks with Larry and Barbara Day.

Gus Steeves

Gus Steeves

Croteau talks about her very first piece, “Good Morning,” the A closeup of “Hudson River Valley Bridge,” based on a photo

largest one on that wall. She said that’s still her favorite and

won’t sell it.

“Darkness comes in
waves, but as long as you
keep focusing on the hori-
zon and the light, you can
get out of it,” he said.

For Croteau, one of
her favorite themes is,
ironically, rooted in fear,
although it doesn't show.
That's her fondness for
birds, which she said
she's afraid of because
of their unpredictabili-
ty Making art of them,
though, “is helping me
appreciate them.”

Her art style is very
time-consuming, yet
meditative. Although she
starts with a very general
sketch, she doesn't really
plan a piece out and lets
the colors guide her as
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she took in New York. She said she started watercoloring in

high school in 2017, but recently resumed the medium.

Gus Steeves

One of Croteau’s main themes, flowers, comes

from her experience as a florist.

Gus Steeves

Art Center President Kevin Proctor with
some of Croteau’s work.

she inks the thousands
of tiny dots each one re-
quires.

“I love the fact there
are so many colors in
each color,” she said.

Among other things,
she had to really think
about how to get a blue
heron's color right, and

learned that a crow looks
black, but its feathers are
rainbow.

Croteau said her first
pointillist piece, “Good
Morning,” took nearly
a year of extremely de-
tailed focus. In the early
days, she said her eyes
would tire first, but now

her hand does.

Some of her pieces are
watercolors, and her pro-
cess of creating them is
“exactly opposite” to the
pointillist ones. That's
because watercolors can
flow, mix and become
chaotic, and the goal is to
control that, she said.

QCC offers free tax prep
through VITA program

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond
Community College is participating
in the IRS Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance (VITA) program for the cur-
rent tax season. Individuals who make
$67,000 or less per year can receive free
tax preparation services from VITA
volunteers, who have been certified by
the IRS.

“It’s a great experience for the
students and builds a sense of com-
munity,” said Associate Professor of
Accounting Eduardo Rivas, who coor-
dinates QCC’s involvement with VITA,
explaining that volunteers get to work
with people from a wide variety of
ages, abilities and cultures.

Students from any discipline can
join the VITA program, but many are
in the Business Administration and
Accounting programs.

QCC student Joshua Roman has
worked in finance for years at his fam-
ily’s business, but with the owner’s
retirement approaching, he wanted to
show his clients that he can offer the
most current knowledge and experi-
ence through his credentials. In ad-
dition to bolstering his career, he has
enjoyed the volunteer aspect of VITA.

“It’s really rewarding. We were able
to help an elderly couple acquire a spe-
cific credit, which got them a bit more
of arefund than they were expecting,”
Roman recalled. “To them, it felt life
changing.”

Many students participating in the
VITA program also commented on
the soft skills they have gained from
hands-on experience with actual cli-
ents. More than just telling clients how
much they will receive or owe, volun-
teers educate them on how the process
works and ways to improve their tax
situations for the future.

Wanda Morales had never volun-

teered before but has been excited to
help people with their tax preparation.
She said she improved her communi-
cation skills through the interactions
she's had in the program.

"Sometimes, it’s a difficult situation,
so you need patience to explain to peo-
ple why they owe because they don’t
have enough withholdings," Wanda
commented.

According to Arielle Bento, who
wants to pursue a career in account-
ing, she's learning about confidential-
ity and real-world financial situations.

"Taking calls for the program has
really helped me build my confidence,"
Bento commented.

Bento was recently selected for the
Local Finance Commonwealth Fellow-
ship, a paid internship program that
will focus on municipal finance prac-
tices.

Melvin Minayanoted that the
hands-on experience in the program
is not only helping his self-assurance,
but also building trust in the Spanish
speakers who he assists with transla-
tion.

"T'm getting all this experience at a
young age. I know how to treat people,
what the questions are going to be and
how I'm going to answer. I have the con-
fidence to do it and the mentality to fo-
cus," Minaya said.

QCC’s VITA program operates out
of the Main South CDC in Worcester,
but also offers tax preparation services
remotely for qualifying participants.
The VITA program runs through April
11.

To make an appointment with
the VITA program visit getyourre-
fund.org/mscdc, call 508-752-6181 or
email vita@qcc.mass.edu. More infor-
mation is available at QCC.edu/vita.
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ing an opportunity to learn directly from a seasoned professional. To explore more about
his impressive work and distinctive approach, visit dancinghammer.com.

Courtesy

ancient craftsmanship with
the masterful guidance of
an expert blacksmith as
part of Bay Path Regional
d Vocational School’s eve-
ning program. With more
than 30 years of experi-
ence, the blacksmithing
classes offer a rare chance
to immerse yourself in the
age-old art of forging. The
| highly sought-after course,
“Forging a Full Tang Knife,”
has drawn so much inter-
| est that additional sessions
have been added, only to
fill up rapidly. Rooted in
his extensive work at the

Dancing Hammer Forge
| in Spencer, where he has
dedicated more than 25
years to crafting everything
from railings and gates to
intricate jewelry and art-
ful sculptures, this black-
smith’s expertise is unpar-
alleled. For those seeking a
tailored experience, private
lessons are available, offer-

Expert warns against financial scams

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — As Kevin Dono-
hue knows all too well, scammers are
everywhere, especially online.

Sometimes, they even pretend they
want to help you against scammers, or
are the police, or want to give you free
stuff — if you pay “taxes” beforehand.
They also change all the time.

“A scam you learn about today may
not be the same tomorrow,” Donohue
told about 20 people recently at the Se-
nior Center. Donohue is a presenter for
the District Attorney's office.

But their pattern's usually the same.
The scammer will use any information
they have about you - there's a lot of
it available online for most of us, and
even more that's been stolen in var-
ious hacks - to make you feel at ease,
seeking to pry crucial details they don't
have from you, such as account and So-
cial Security numbers, passwords, and
other details that'll let them rob you.

“They know not everybody will fall
for it, but only need a certain percent-
age,” he said, later adding, “People al-
ways think it's targeted to me, but it's
not. It's sent to thousands of people.”

The crooks use what he termed “so
cial engineering” to build trust with
the information they already have. For
example, they might have hacked your
health record to pretend to be the hos-
pital following up on a recent appoint-
ment or procedure. When you answer,
they ask to verify what they have, then
for details they don't have.

“Never verify something for some-
one who calls you,” Donohue said.

George Chenier admitted he fell for
a hospital scam, saying he knew he
should've hung up when the crooks
identified themselves as “Harrington
Memorial Hospital” rather than UMa-
ss-Harrington. A woman said she's
concerned that Harrington (and other
places) have gone paperless, wanting
payments on credit cards or by phone.
She said she won't pay that way “and
had to fight to get a paper bill.”

Regarding that point, one man not-
ed, “I thought cash was legal tender
for all debts, public or private.” (He's
right; our currency states that in print.
In Massachusetts, a Constitutional
amendment from the late 1970s spe-
cifically says all retailers must accept
cash.)

Sometimes, the victims are those
who believe themselves immune to
scamming — even to the point of recog-
nizing it's probably crooked, but ignor-
ing their own alarm bells as Chenier
did. They're far from alone. The Fed-
eral Trade Commission logs about 2.6
million fraud reports every year, and
“whatever the number is, it's under-re-
ported,” Donohue said. Often, the vic-
tims are embarrassed and want to hide
it, but he strongly urged them to speak
up, tell friends and their community
this happened. Invariably, they'll find
others who have been scammed, too.

Their tactics are various. Some will
pretend to be the police saying they can
void an arrest warrant for a payment.
Others claim your account has been
hacked, sometimes with a “spoofed”
phone number from alegitimate bank,
and offer a chance to protect your mon-
ey by transferring it to another ac-
count (often Bitcoin) they control, and
then steal.

Occasionally, the scam call or letter
is real. But Donohue advised every-
one to assume its fake and never give
personal information to someone who
calls you. Instead, look up the com-

Gus Steeves
Kevin Donohue with the DA's office logo
behind him.
pany's real number and call them to
check. (Don't call the caller ID number
or the one on the letter.)

When he started with the DA's of-
fice, scams were mostly by phone, but
they're mostly online now, particularly
using links in email (“phishing”) and
text (“smishing”) that go to sites that
upload malware to your computer or
phone. Such malware often aims to
collect anything on the computer and
send it to the criminals, hoping to col-
lect passwords and account informa-
tion.

When it comes to user names and
passwords, Donohue warns, “Don't au-
tosave them on your computer.” (Many
websites offer that as an option for
“convenience,” but that's vulnerable.
One way to keep them safe is to write
them down; online crooks can't hack
paper. It's also generally recommended
not to use the same password for mul-
tiple places and to change them period-
ically)

Donohue discussed several other

scam types. Those include the EZ Pass
Scam, where people get a text claiming
they have “overdue toll charges” (The
state won't text you for that.) Another
type is the “brushing scam,” where
people receive unsolicited packages
that have no sender or return informa-
tion, but a QR code with a note “scan
this to see who sent it.” That will load
malware on your phone. Under state
law, people can keep unsolicited pack-
ages, although they're usually not very
valuable. Scam QR codes also appear
in all kinds of public places — he cited
parking meters as an example — and
scammers can easily alter a legit one

or print a scam one to stick over it.
“If the QR code is anywhere other
Tum To SCAMS page 12

BEAT THE TARIFF PRICE INCREASES!

Proudly Serving Soft Service Ice Cream
the Community

. for 50 Years

Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard Ice Cream
Specializing in
Fresh Fried Seafood
Indoor/ Outdoor Seating!

R VEACCEH
S MOST MAJOR

ﬁ CREDIT CARDS

Route 31 Charlton Depot

f
©® Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11amto 8pm

Gorgeous colonial set on 3.6 acres....on the Brookfield/Sturbridge border. Grand 2 story foyer
w/hardwoods throughout. Fam rm w/vaulted ceilings, tons of natural lighting & fireplace. 1st
fl offers a bedroom or office, dining room & full bath w/shower & laundry. Open floor plan -
Kitchen is fully applianced w/tons of storage & granite countertops. 2nd fl has 3 bedrooms &
2 full baths. Master has walk-in closet & full bath w/jacuzzi tub & separate shower. Basement
is fully finished w/mud room, huge pantry, what could be an exercise room, craft room, home
office or 2nd living room. Oversized deck off the back, shed and fire pit area. Easy access to rte 9,
20, 84 and mass pike. Forced hot water/hydro air/central air, 5 zone. 2 car heated garage under

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

lisajCaroniRealfEstate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO
42 WL Vel Siraat, PO Bexdiy BreelkifiElel, MA 01508
(el 1508537158299

InstantlyAhttpz/vmilisacaroncom

REGLINER SALE

CBORNSZT ) Bunu m?

GET RECLINING & GET SAVING!

Choose from an amazing selection of our greatest
recliner styles and features including
massage, leather, high legs and more...

all sale priced to fit comfortably
into your budget!

5309

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA

508-234-8777 st E

FREE LAYAWAY / FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

VOTED

HURRY!
Limited time
only!

WORCESTER COUNTY'’S
“BEST APPLIANCE STORE”
INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE! 2021-2022 -2023 -2024
./
#
TWIN: $199 ( £
5 (REGULARLY $299) S
® $ SAMSUNG DELUXE [ GE DELUXE 1 PRE'SEASON
o WASHER & DRYER
W\ (.,I:E!u'!ﬁl.;!:,gg, 269 asun Reg, $1569.98 [,mﬂ*g:gg’gfm pisiwasker| GRILL
% Reg. $400.00
3 QUEEN: 299 51299 || Gao |[s399| SALE
A AFTER REBATE! 5999 P
fFl'S“ ?n;agl;tzg‘gg ....$199.99 (REGULARLY $5 . J A J L r,_
egularly N SAMSUNG TOP LOAD| (* a.E 2z7cu.FT. |[
50" HDTV.............s2000 M E Rl e F"'“'D”"E WASHER & DRYER | | FRENGHDOOR || CudT
DISHWASHER i CHEST
Regularly $260.99 BEFBIEEHATOB GAS RAN Rg. $306.99 sF’a:r - Reg. §11 999.;9 “'ﬂ'?fx;"" FREEZER
55" Samsun HDTV.. .99 Heg $1400.90 Reg, $398.95 k sg. :
i abeeel | 1200~ || 699’299~/ "1993 7 || 1ags-) 159" | [
" HDTV... i p > i 2 p 7
Regularly $539.93 - WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. Fq F?L%M:rﬁ sﬁ\t’é‘nmrﬁ EMS“T% LG #3400 Mm;.g%ﬂé:xs‘ WHIRLPOOL 10 CU. FT.
z TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR . FT. FREEZER
ety S8 o _— “"9-9"” nerieraTon | wicaownve. | WASEERLE SRS || oaven " || SIDE BLEDE Rt
L] - ’ ; 4 28 s .” ¥y - s .u 99
T  *699* || 599~ | ‘199" | 1399 ~ |°1099 399

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

w Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm © Sat: 9am-8pm ¢ Sun:

WHITCO

12Noon-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

140 MAIN S'I'REE'I',
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343

SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
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Thomas C. Morrarty,
55 of Vero Beach, FL.,
loving son of Kathryn
Casey passed away on
Saturday, March 29, 2025.
He was born in Putnam
at Day Kimball Hospital
and resided in Pomfret
for many years before
moving to Vero Beach,
FL. Tom filled our lives
with love from the
moment he was born.

Tom began his career
as a dispatcher for the
Putnam Special Services
District. He then worked
as a correctional officer for the State
of Connecticut for 20 years in the
Brooklyn, York and Corrigan facil-
ities. In retirement, he worked for
several years at Mohegan Sun as a
tribal firefighter and EMT and served
as Captain and EMT of the Pomfret
Volunteer Fire Department.

The Casey and Morrarty fami-
ly wish to thank all of the helpers
along the way when Tom survived
a total heart transplant in 2018.His
close friend, Chance Martin was by
his side with help in his journey by
Kerry Martin and CIiff Labbee. Their
support meant the world to all of
us. Special thanks to Karen Sandoval

OBITUARIES

Thomas C. Morrarty, 55

Dragon who was very
instrumental to his life
up until his passing.

In addition to his moth-
er, Kathryn Casey, he is
survived by his broth-
er Timothy Morrarty
and his wife Melissa of
Pomfret; his two neph-
ews Matthew Morrarty
and his wife Stephanie
of Rogers and Bradley
Belanger and his wife
Sasha of Pomfret; and
his niece Kayla Belanger
and her wife Emily of
Windham, ME. He is
predeceased by his father George
Morrarty and his wife Mary Ellen
and his stepfather John Casey.

Relatives and friends are invit-
ed to visit with Tom’s family on
Thursday April 10, 2025 from 6:00
to 8:00 pm at the Gilman Funeral
Home, 104 Church St., Putnam, CT,
with the Department of Corrections
Honor Guard present. The burial will
take place on Friday April 11, 2025
at 10:00am at Abington Cemetery in
Abington, CT. Donations may be made
to the Connecticut Audubon Society,
218 Day Rd., Pomfret Center, CT 06259.
For memorial guestbook please visit
www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Martha W. Giguere, 80

Warren - Martha
Wright Giguere of
Warren, Massachusetts
died suddenly, but
peacefully at her home
on Wednesday, March
26th, 2025. Her unex-
pected departure leaves
an immense void in the
lives of those who knew
and loved her.

She leaves behind her
seven children, William
and Barbara of Charlton,
Marie-Louise Marco of
Belgium, Joseph and
Elizabeth Giguere of
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Lise-
Anne and Frederic Marsal of Paris,
France, Angela Einstein and Shane
Brooks of Burnham, Maine, Thomas
Dooley and Jacqueline Giguere of
Sturbridge, and Monique Giguere
and Dustin Lima of Charlestown,
Rhode Island. Martha was one of five
children of William R. and Ruth G.
Wright, both of whom are deceased.
She is survived by her sister and
brothers, Susan Hight, David Wright,
Peter Wright and Seth Wright; as well
as fifteen grandchildren, thirteen
great-grandchildren, and many niec-
es and nephews. She was predeceased
by her beloved husband of fifty years,
Dr. Leandre W. Giguere, just this past
February.

Martha graduated from Bancroft
School in Worcester, Massachusetts
and then went on to study at Cazenovia
College in New York. She also had

the opportunity to study
at the University of
Guadalajara in Mexico
and the University of
Madrid in Spain. Martha
was never one to sit
still and was extremely
active. She was an accom-
plished equestrian, sail-
or, and gardener; and
loved the satisfaction of
a well-tended lawn. She
also loved her visits to
China Lake in Maine and
regularly traveled to the
Bahamas and Paris. But
most of all she enjoyed
the times she spent with her family
and friends.

A funeral service to honor and cel-
ebrate Martha’s life will be held on
Friday, April 25th, 2025, at 11:00am in
the First Congregational Church of
West Brookfield, 36 North Main St.,
in West Brookfield, Massachusetts.
Prior to the service, a reception will
be held at 10:00am in the Fellowship
Hall of the church.

In lieu of flowers, the family kind-
ly asks that memorial donations be
made to The First Congregational
Church of West Brookfield, P.O. Box
371, West Brookfield, MA 01585.

Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East
Main St., in West Brookfield is assist-
ing her family with arrangements.
An online tribute page is available
at www.varnumfuneralhome.com for
those who wish to share their condo-
lences and memories of Martha.
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Jacalyn “Jackie” Andrea Woolhouse, 84

Sturbridge With
heavy hearts, we share
the passing of Jacalyn
“Jackie” Andrea
Woolhouse, 84, a devoted
mother, adoring grand-
mother, cherished sister
and aunt, and beloved
member of every com-
munity she touched. She
left this world peacefully,
surrounded by her fam-
ily.

Jackie was born on
December 23, 1940, in
Southbridge, MA. The
daughter of the late
Phyllis Kathan Collette and Joseph
Collette. Jackie graduated from Mary
E. Wells High School in Southbridge,
MA in 1959.

She is now reunited with the love of
her life, Ron, who passed away in 2018.
They were married on June 1, 1963,
at St. Mary’s church in Southbridge.
Their love was a beautiful, enduring
bond—one that continues to inspire
all who knew them. Together, they
built a life of love and joy.

She leaves behind her two daugh-
ters, Wendi Woolhouse of Vienna,
ME and Sherri Klein and her hus-
band David Klein of Southborough,
MA, and four beautiful grandchil-
dren, Alex and Nicholas Klein,
Leah and Logan Woolhouse and her
grand-fur babies Cessy, Mugsy and
Chewy. She also leaves her twin sis-
ter Judy Ropiak of Sturbridge, Penny
Dykeman of Southbridge, Susan
Rushlow and her husband Wayne of
Leicester. She also leaves behind her
Aunt Joyce Mandela of Auburn. She
also leaves behind extended family,
sister-in-law Judy Balch and her hus-
band Lloyd of Tennessee, her niece
Debbie Schneider of California, and
many nieces and nephews. She was
pre-deceased by her sister Joyce Silva
and her brother-in-law Stan Ropiak.

Above all, Jackie treasured her fam-
ily. Her grandchildren were the cen-

ter of her world, each
milestone, every laugh,
a source of immeasur-
able pride and joy. She lit
up in their presence, and
her love for them was
unmatched.

For many years, Jackie
worked as a swim team
manager at the YMCA
in Southbridge, a role
she embraced with joy
and dedication. She took
great pride in supporting
young swimmers, watch-
ing them grow not only
in skill but in confidence.
Her heart was fullest, though, when
watching her children compete and
succeed in sports. Those moments
of pride and excitement stayed with
her always, and she never stopped
talking about how much those memo-
ries meant to her.

Kennebunk, Maine, held a special
place in her heart—a peaceful escape
filled with cherished memories and
time spent with those she loved most.
She also looked forward to times
spent with her close-knit group of
friends in Florida, whose laughter
and companionship brought her hap-
piness throughout the years.

Jackie will be remembered for her
big heart, her kind spirit, and her
deep love for her family. She made
every holiday brighter, every gather-
ing warmer, and every moment more
meaningful.

The family invites you to join them
at calling hours on Thursday, April
10, 2025, 5-7pm at Sansoucy Funeral
Home, 40 Marcy Street, Southbridge,
MA. The funeral mass will be held
on Friday, April 11, 2025, at 11am at
St Mary Church, Saint Paul II Parish,
247 Hamilton Street, Southbridge,
MA. Please meet directly at the
church. Burial will follow at Oak
Ridge Cemetery, 111 Main Street,
Southbridge, MA.

Katherine E. King

Charlton:
E. (Mitchell) King, affec-
tionately known as
Kay, entered this world
on September 3, 1927,
and departed from it
on February 4, 2025, at
Harrington Hospital in
Southbridge surrounded
by loved ones. She leaves
behind a legacy woven
together with love, com-
passion, and an unwav-
ering commitment to her
family and community.

She was predeceased
by her husband of 60
years Louis E. King Jr.

Katherine was born in Auburn, MA
daughter to the late Archibald and
Alama (Konkel) Mitchell.

Katherine is survived by her son
Rodney King and wife Diana of
Charlton; her daughter Shelia Daniels
and her husband Fred of Charlton;
her brother Dwight Mitchell; her 3
sisters Ruth Defoe, Claudia Blauvelt,
Ella Polinski; Grandchildren Fred
Daniels and his wife Dominique of
NY, Louis Daniels and Wife Joan of
Oxford, Mark Daniels and Wife Wendy
of Dudley, Trudy Daniels of Oxford,
Melanie Woodcock and husband John
of Charlton, Melissa Chapman and
husband Joe of Southbridge; Great
grandchildren Tatyanna Sheldon,
Alex Figueroa, Kristen Daniels,
Joshua Daniels, Shay Daniels,
Joslynn Daniels, Louis Daniels Jr.,
Maddi ide-Daniels, Jordan Daniels,
Dominique Bloomingdale, Thomas
Chapman, Mathew Chapman, Angela
Chapman, Chelsea  Woodcock,
Samantha Woodcock; nephews and
nieces Cayla Faubert, Danny Faubert
and his wife Angela, Lisa Faubert;
several more nephews and nieces and
many great great grandchildren that
she loved dearly.

Katherine was predeceased by her
2 brothers John Mitchell and Karl
Mitchell, and her 3 sisters Anabelle
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King, Rosie Beaudette,
Marleen Butter.

For over 40 years, Kay
dedicated herself to her
career at Weymouth Rug
Company, where her
hard work and determi-
nation were a testament
to her character.

She was renowned
for her warm and car-
ing nature. Her sense
of humor brought joy
to many, and her kind-
ness was felt deeply by
those who crossed her
path. The heart of her
life revolved around her family, and
she cherished every moment spent
with them.

In addition to her devotion to family;,
she delighted in her hobbies. Skilled
at crochet, Kay crafted beautiful piec-
es that were infused with her love.
Her dedication extended beyond her
home; she proudly volunteered at the
American Legion, further illustrat-
ing her commitment to serving her
community.

Though she has left this earthly
realm, Katherine E. King’s spirit will
continue to inspire and uplift those
who had the privilege of knowing her.
Her legacy of kindness, strength, and
devotion is a profound reminder of
the beauty of a life lived well.

Katherine’s life will be celebrated
in a graveside service at West Ridge
Cemetery, Main St. Charlton, MA
(behind the library) on Monday, April
21, at 11:00AM.

Donations in Katherine’s name
can be made to the Charlton food
drive. https://pstressl.volunteer.
guide/listing/chip-in-food-pantry/

Belanger Bullard Funeral Home, 51
Marcy St. Southbridge, MA 01550, is
directing arrangements.

An online guestbook and a
video tribute are available at
BelangerBullardFuneralHome.com
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CCUMC INVITES YOU TO ROAST PORK
DINNER APRIL 12

Saturday April 12, Charlton City United Methodist Church will be cooking their delicious
Roast Pork Dinner. Come and enjoy food and fellowship with friends and neighbors. A tasty
pork roast with creamy mashed potatoes and gravy, apple sauce, green beans and buttered
carrots, and your choice of beverage, along with warm homemade apple crisp with whipped
cream. Dinner is served from 5-7 p.m., and as always, there will be continuous serving and
take-out available. Adults $15, children six to 12 $7, children five and under free. Family
maximum: $50. Tickets may be purchased at the door although reservations are appreciat-
ed. Call the church office at (508) 248-7379 for information and reservations. The building
is handicap accessible and located at 74 Stafford St., Charlton. Invite the whole family and
close friends for an enjoyable meal.

Since 1969

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
<=+ KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

me
Auto

BUILDER

ﬂﬁ%@

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Award Wlnnlng High Performance
Windows & Doors

Free Written Estimates  Damage Appraisal

CONSTRUCTION CORP.

Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services B+U+*I*L*D*E*R
Warrantieq Work & Repa.irs Lifetime INCORPORATED .
Diagnostics ¢ A{C Repalr. Warranty - Septh SyStemS
Tune Ups & Engine Repair Remodeling Expert

Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters « ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more

Design, Installation, and Repairs
* Complete Outdoor Living
* Retaining Walls ¢ Patios
* Drainage Solutions

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)

CALL NOW FOR

Northbridge, MA 01534 EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS Quality Building Since 1985 * Asphalt Paving

Ph: 508-234-5211 « Fax: 508-234-2231 uaiity building since
www.kearnscollisioncom 508 784 1 550 Licensed & Insured 774'696'3246
ESEERTR Y - o e | s087642205 4 7742303067 Financing Available

m
Indoor/Outdoor Remodelm A M V H AWNMOWEH

Decks~ Kitchens ~Bathrooms
Door~ Bedrooms ~ Floors ~Painting ~ Etc. L, @) Nationally Certified ALWAYS s
&> Dryer Exhaust Expert

Landsca Ing SAVING ENERGY

Stump Grinding

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 774_289_3581
Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds
Tree Work ~Etc amvdryerexhaust.com
Owner: Seth Goudreau DRYER VENT CLEANING,

INSTALLATION AND REPAIR | | Snowblower & Generator Repair

774-402-4694

. . - « CLOGGED DRYER VENT Tractor Service d;\ oo
Prices beating the competition « DRYER RUNNING TOO SLOW Tune-Ups & Repairs eete Cotiod
Free Estimates Fully Insured « MOVING LOCATION OF DRYER Pickup & Delivery Fully Insured ¢ Free ouotes

* REPLACING FLEXIBLE HOSE

WITH HARD PIPE FOR SAFETY e L

PROMPT SERVICE

Black 508-987-2775

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF

MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

Diamond
CONTRACTING

crmnevsmasonry [ Home Improvement|  GUTTERS [ MASONRY

&

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

JOHN DALY

Plumbing
Specializing
in repairs or new
installs for home
owners since 1988
Fully licensed and insured

Filter Your Water with
a Reverse Osmosis
Under Sink
Or Countertop System

Lic #MPL 21763
Call
508-304-7816

Email
jdrainman714@aol.com

475 MIKELAMBERT'S
g‘ PLUMBING &

HEATING INC.
Commercia/,
Residential,

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4
Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330
Fully Insured

MIKELAMBERTSPANDH

@GMAIL.COM

-’cenﬂﬂen
.

g

MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing

Licensed
& Insured

508-867-2877 Prul‘y;lartty IVLaint::nance
508-754-9054 Deliv:r;rof:)gog:':zate

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542

A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters com

frenchyn45@gmail.com

GUARANTEED

BUILOING MAINTENANCE

David Barbale
ROOFING

Residential/Commercial
. Gutter installations
Repair Work | gbmaintco.com
Fully Licensed Daniel Truax
and Insured 508-450-7472
MA LIC #CS069127

:ERO
Check Out Our

Reviews Online

Financing Available
A+ Rafing BBB
Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019
Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

492 Main St Oxford EesAe

WORCESTERCOUNTY
\ LAWNMOWER.COM [EI%a3¢*: J

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured
Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ROOFING

/7 S.WILLARD
ROOFING

Serving areas in Massachusetts
Our Services:
Roofing e Siding
Gutters
Skylight Installament
Chimney Repair
Exterior Repair

508-689-8295
Reasy to get started? Reach
out to Willard Roofing today
for all your exterior needs.
Our friendly team is here to
assist you. Contact us now

Swillardroofing.com

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains,
Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureau.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
[ .

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Advertise on this page
for one low price!
Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

o Spencer New Leader
o Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager
« Southbridge News
» Webster Times
o Auburn News
» Blackstone Valley Tribune

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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School District showcases Curriculum Review Plan

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — The
Dudley Charlton Regional School
Committee hosted a presentation
examining the future of curriculum
at the end of March as the schools
enter a new five-year plan.

Assistant Superintendent Kel-
ly True revealed the district’s new
Curriculum Review Plan for 2025
through 2030 during a meeting of
the school committee on March 26
which was broken into four phases:
planning, articulating and develop-
ing, implementing and monitoring,
and evaluation. The process will
help determine enhancements to
materials and teaching approaches
that True said should help close defi-
cits in different grade levels.

True described the five-year plan
as a long-term investment in en-
hancing learning at all of Dudley
and Charlton's schools.

“Once you have a new curriculum
it takes about five years before you
start looking at if there are tweaks

that need to be made, if there’s
something new that needs to come
out. The curriculum frameworks are
updated every five years so it kind of
goes along a similar rotation,” True
told the School Committee.

The plan presents the curriculum
changes in a phased approached
with no two course curriculums be-
ing changed at the same time within
each individual level of education.
For example, the elementary school
plan proposes the implementation
of new curriculum for pre-school
in the 2025-2026, mathematics in
2027-2028, science in 2028-2029, and
English/language arts in 2029-2030.
Each school level has its own focus
for each individual year with no two
courses expected to be in the same
stage of development at the same
time. True explained that there
are different priorities at different
grade levels and that the plan is sub-
ject to change and evolve over time.

“It’s not etched in stone. Things
definitely can be moved around
in it. This is what makes the most
sense for right now with where we

+ % % Friday’'s Child # 4+

Hi! My name is Wesley, and
| would like to be an engineer
when | grow up!

Wesley is a healthy, sweet, crea-
tive, helpful and caring boy. Bright
and curious about his surround-
ings, he may appear shy and re-
served at first but becomes more
comfortable through play. Wesley
is not comfortable talking about
himself to others. Wesley is a
natural builder. He loves building
with Legos and can make amaz-
ing and ornate origami art. He
also creates new games and has
a very vivid imagination. He loves
to read. Math is his favorite subject. He would like to be an engi-

esley
Age 10
Registration # 8475

neer when he grows up.

your family will fit well with.

teens in foster care.

A a;\\

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21180805788

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE)
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process.
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and

((;\\ (l;\\ ({;\\

are and as things develop and we see,
we might not be ready for new cur-
riculum at a time where it says that
we’re going into the phases of look-
ing at a curriculum, it might just be
that we need some supplements or
need some tweaks and don’t need a
whole new curriculum. That would
be amazing. It’s hard to say what
will happen for each of these as they
go along, but at least there’s a plan
for how we’re going to look at it,”
said True.

Superintendent Steven Lamarche
added that the plan is a tool to help
the district progress towards its fu-
ture. As the plan takes full shape
that will include input from both the
school committee and the public at
large.

“We’re trying to develop these
long-range plans that can be incor-
porated. We are working on a draft
district improvement plan that we

SCAMS

continued from page 9

than behind their desk,
it's not safe,” Donohue
said. “As new tech comes
out, scammers use it.”
Even Alexa has be-
come a scam avenue.
Donohue said a few years
ago, there were reports
of a scammer hacking
Alexa and convincing
children he was Santa.

Technology has led to
a split in scam success.
While younger people
fall victim to more of
them (usually online), se-
niors get taken for larger
sums of money, simply
because they've saved

and invested it for years.
“Anyone can fall for
a scam,” Donohue said.

want to bring the school committee
and then after the school commit-
tee gives feedback on that we want
to send it out to the masses and get
more feedback on it, but these things
have to be incorporated in that so
we're really trying to get organized,”
said Lamarche.

Among other goals expressed
during the presentation were inten-
tions to bring fifth grade curriculum
in line with the rest of the middle
school. True is also working with Di-
rector of Pupil Personnel Services
Heather Harriman on enhance-
ments to the preschool curriculum
and incorporating that process into
professional development sessions
and workshops. A copy of the cur-
rent proposed Curriculum Review
Plan is available as part of the pack-
et for the March 26 School Commit-
tee meeting.

“If you do, don't keep it
locked inside. Share it.
... When you do, it's po-
tentially helping others
to block them from com-
ing through.”

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON
$645,000, 103 Carroll Hill Rd, Doherty, Kelan P, to Granger, Angela, and Grang-

er, Nicholas.

HOLLAND
$250,000, 70 Sturbridge Rd, Hamilton Reservoir Cabin, and Brothers, Hope M,

to Martel, Tyler S.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$1,500,000, 187 Everett St, Jones, William S, and Jones, Maureen A, to Wps 444

Main LLC, and Three Bees LLC.

$1,500,000, 85 Worcester St, Jones, William S, and Jones, Maureen A, to Wps 444

Main LLC, and Three Bees LLC.

$644,000, 383 Eastford Rd, Cohasse Country Club, to Cohasse Properties LLC.
$450,000, 9 Henry St, Sutton, Tyrone M, to Henry Street Holdings LLC.
$365,000, 75 Crystal St, Cepeeda 3rd, Carlos, to Castasus, Nolvia V, and Casta-

sus, Christopher P.

$355,000, 167 Hill Top Dr, Gk Hudzik T, and Hudzik, Gregory A, to Stivers, Isabel

R, and Stivers, Zachary O.

STURBRIDGE

$515,500, 9 Lauren
Ln, Vowles, Janie L, and -
Menard, Kathryn L, to Gay-
lord, Evan K, and Gaylord,
Nicole L.

$381,000, 212 Arnold Rd,
Gaylord, Evan K, and Gay-
lord, Nicole L, to Leduc, Pe-
ter.

$360,000, 109 Colonial
Dr #109, Fontaine Ft, and |
Walsh, Timothy J, to Robi-
doug, Scott. !

LEGALS

TOWN OF CHARLTON DPW
INVITATION TO BID
MATERIALS & SERVICES
Sealed bids appropriately marked
will be publicly opened and read in
Meeting Room 1, Charlton Town Hall,
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
on Thursday, April 24, 2025, at 2:00
p.m. for the following DPW materials
which will be used on approximately

30,000 linear feet of road surface.

1.

Bituminous Concrete, Type I, in
place (Must be pre-qual) MassDOT
prequalification’s of contractors
with the class of work as, Pave-
ment Surfacing, for the project with
an estimated value of $646,730.00
will be required.

2.

Full Depth Pavement Reclamation
(Calcium Chloride) (Must be pre-
qual) all grading included. Mass-
DOT prequalification’s of contrac-
tors with the class of work as,
Pavement Reclamation, for the
project with an estimated value of
$100,174.20 will be required.

3.

10% & 20% Asphalt Rubber Sur-
face Treatment (Must be pre-qual).
MassDOT prequalification’s of
contractors with the class of work
as, Pavement Surfacing, for the
project with an estimated value of
$291,334.50 will be required.

4.

Asphalt Milling and Removal “all
sweeping included” (Must be pre-
qual). MassDOT prequalification’s
of contractors with the class of
work as, Pavement — Milling and
Cold Planing, for the project with
an estimated value of $109,600.00
will be required.

This is a state funded project that
exceeds $50,000.00, therefore, all
contractors intending to bid must be
pre-qualified by the Contract Engi-
neer, Room 7373, 10 Park Plaza,
Boston, MA 02116. With submission
of the properly executed “Approval
for Proposal Form” to the office of the
Town Administrator, Charlton Town
Hall, 37 Main Street, Charlton, MA
01507, the prospective bidder will be
entitled to a non-transferrable pro-
posal package or by emailing mary.
devlin@townofcharlton.net
Prospective bidders must obtain and
utilize the bid package which shall
be requested from the Town Ad-
ministrator’s Office, 37 Main Street,
Charlton, MA 01507 or by emailing
mary.devlin@townofcharlton.net.
The Town Administrator must receive
sealed bids, no later than Thursday,
April 24, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. Each
item shall be clearly marked in a
separate envelope as to which cat-
egory the bidder has chosen, i.e.
“Item 1 — Bituminous Concrete (Type

) in place, Iltem 2 — Full Depth Pave-
ment Reclamation (Calcium Chloride)
all grading included, Iltem 3 — 10%
& 20% Asphalt Rubber Surface Treat-
ment, and ltem 4 — Asphalt Milling
and Removal - all sweeping includ-
ed.” Any deviations from Massachu-
setts General Laws, Massachusetts
Highway Department requirements
and proposal stipulations will result in
an automatic disqualification from the
bidding process.

This bid advertised under Chapter
30; Section 39M, Chapter 149, Sec-
tion 26 — 27F of the M.G.L., in ref-
erence to the prevailing wage rates.
All road material work and materials
shall conform to the requirements
of the Massachusetts Highway De-

partment Standard Specifications for

Highways, Bridges, and Waterways.
All bids must be submitted under

Chapter 30, Section 39M, which
requires a bid deposit in the form
of a bid bond. The amount of such
bid deposit shall be five (5) percent
% of the value of the bid. Within ten
days of the notification of the award,
the contractor is required to provide
a security bond under section twen-
ty-nine of Chapter One Hundred and
Forty-Nine, for 50% of the contract
award.

All bids awarded will be effective for
one year from the date of the Board
of Selectmen approval.

Any questions should be directed to
Harold Piehl, DPW Superintendent at
(508) 248-2212.

The Town Administrator reserves the
right to waive any minor informality in
the bids and reject any and all bids
and to make awards in the manner
deemed to be in the best interest of
the Town.

April 11, 2025

April 18, 2025

Pursuant to Mass General Laws
Chapter 105A, the contents of the fal-
lowing spaces:

H136 (Timothy Fortuna), H41 (Jo-
seph Lemay) & HI2, HI 72 (Vanessa
Suarez) located at 25 Brimfield Road,
Holland, MA will be sold to satisfy
the owners lien of Storage Plus. Sale
date is April 23, 2025 @

1 :00 PM. Inspection between 12:30
PM and 1 :00 PM on April 23, 2025.
Sealed bids must be hand delivered
by 1:00 PM on April 23, 2025. All
goods 1nust be purchased with cash
as is, and must be removed within 48
hours of sale. Owner has the right to
bid to protect his lien and to withdraw
any unit upon settlement by the ob-
ligated party up for sale. For further
information call (413)245-4388.

April 10, 2025

April 17, 2025
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LEGALS

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Michael F.
Jandreau to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Santander Bank, N.A., dated
December 21, 2017 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
58225, Page 36, as modified by a cer-
tain modification agreement recorded
on October 25, 2023, and recorded
with said Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
69800, Page 275, of which mortgage
the undersigned is the present holder,
by assignment from:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for Santander Bank, N.A., its
successors and assigns to Santander
Bank, N.A., recorded on January 10,
2025, in Book No. 71518, at Page 391
for breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public
Auction at 11:00 AM on April 18, 2025,
on the mortgaged premises located at
691 Guelphwood Road, Southbridge,
Worcester County, Massachusetts, all
and singular the premises described in
said mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land and any buildings there-
on located on the northerly side of
Guelphwood Road in said Southbridge
and designated as Parcel A on “Plan of
Land in Southbridge, MA. Surveyed for
Haywood Farms, Inc. Scale 1 “=100’,
March 14, 1983, Robert F. Para, Land
Surveyor” recorded with Worcester
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book
528, Plan 118.
Together with a right of way sixteen
(16) feet in width over Parcel B as
shown on said Plan 011/001/8 00001:
011/001/B 00001
Title to the above described property
conveyed to Christine A. Southhall
from Daniel A. Southhall and Christine
A. Southhall by Quit Claim Deed dated
July 22, 2005 and recorded July 29,
2005 in Book 36932, Page 292 or
Instrument No. 200500123544
And also being the same premises
conveyed to Michael F. Jandreau by
deed from Christine A. Southhall to be
recorded herewith.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed
recorded with Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 58225, Page 34.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions,
easements, covenants, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, improvements,
public assessments, any and all
unpaid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing
encumbrances of record which are
in force and are applicable, having
priority over said mortgage, whether
or not reference to such restrictions,
easements, improvements, liens or
encumbrances is made in the deed.
TERMS OF SALE:
Adepositof Ten Thousand ($10,000.00)
Dollars by certified or bank check will
be required to be paid by the purchas-
er at the time and place of sale. The
balance is to be paid by certified or
bank check at Harmon Law Offices,
P.C., 150 California St., Newton,
Massachusetts 02458, or by mail to
P.O. Box 610389, Newton Highlands,
Massachusetts 02461-0389, within
thirty (30) days from the date of sale.
Deed will be provided to purchaser for
recording upon receipt in full of the
purchase price. The description of the
premises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an error in
this publication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced
at the sale.
SANTANDER BANK, N.A.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500
27012
March 27, 2025
April 3, 2025
April 10, 2025

Notice of Public Hearing
Notification is hereby given that an ap-
plication has been filed by Rapscallion
at Pine Lake for New On-Premises
Seasonal Liquor License at Pine Lake
RV Resort for a Common Victualler Li-
cense — Beer & Wine at the premises
currently located at 30 River Road MA
with the Sturbridge Select Board. In ac-
cordance with MGL Ch. 138, a public
hearing will be held Tuesday, April 22,
2025 at 6:45 p.m. This hearing will be
held at Veteran’s Memorial Hall, Stur-
bridge Town Hall, 308 Main Street,
Sturbridge MA 01566
April 10, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland Pro-
tection Act of the General Laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on April 23, 2025, at
7PM on the application of Sleepy Hol-
low Realty Trust.
The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
proposed grading within the 100-foot
Buffer Zone to a Bordering Vegetat-
ed Wetland. Address: Lot 6 A Young
Road, Charlton, MA, 01507. Parcel ID:
22-A-24.6
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of
2021, this meeting of the Charlton Con-
servation Commission will be conduct-
ed in person and via remote means.
Members of the public who wish to
participate can access the meeting re-
motely by request.
Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Commis-
sion
April 10, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of Charl-
ton Stormwater Management Rules
& Regulations, the Charlton Conser-
vation Commission will be accepting
comments on the following application:
The applicant, Sleepy Hollow Realty
Trust, has submitted a Land Distur-
bance/Stormwater Management Per-
mit on March 31, 2025, for stormwater
infrastructure associated with the con-
struction of a single-family home.
The project site is located at Lot 6 A
Young Road Charlton, MA 01507, and
is also known as: Parcel ID 22-A-24.6.
Copies of the Land Disturbance Ap-
plication are available at the Charl-
ton Conservation Commission office
during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Commis-
sion
April 10, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of Charl-
ton Stormwater Management Rules
& Regulations, the Charlton Conser-
vation Commission will be accepting
comments on the following application:
The applicant, Sleepy Hollow Realty
Trust, has submitted a Land Distur-
bance/Stormwater Management Per-
mit on March 31, 2025, for stormwater
infrastructure associated with the con-
struction of a single-family home.
The project site is located at Lot 7 A
Young Road Charlton, MA 01507, and
is also known as: Parcel ID 22-A-24.7.
Copies of the Land Disturbance Ap-
plication are available at the Charl-
ton Conservation Commission office
during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Commis-
sion
April 10, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0188CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Jennasey Rose Cardona
A Petition to Change Name of Minor
has been filed by
Jennasey Rose Cardona of South-
bridge MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their name to:
Jennasey Rose Cardona-Zayas
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 05/06/2025 at 10
a.m. This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must file a
written appearance if you object to this
proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 03, 2024
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 10, 2025

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission
Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation
Commission will hold a public meet-
ing on Wednesday, April 23, 2025,
at 6:00 PM to review a Request for
Determination (RDA) submitted by

CSX Transportation, Inc. The RDA
requests confirmation of the bound-
aries of wetland resource areas with-
in the CSX railroad right-of-way in
Brimfield, as part of the railroad’s five-
year Vegetation Management Plan.
Project Location: 49 East Brimfield
Holland Road (Map

Meeting Location: Public Participation
will be In-Person at Hitchcock Academy
at 2 Brookfield Road, Brimfield, MA
01010 on April 23, 2025, at 6:00 PM.
Any person(s) interested or wishing
to be heard on this request should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated. A copy of the permit appli-
cation and plan may be inspected
at the Brimfield Town Annex in the
Conservation Commission Office,
Salisbury Annex Building, 2"9 Floor,
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010
or contact the office at 413-245-4100
ext. 1101.

Roger deBruyn & Joseph Venezia
Co-Chairs

April 02, 2025

April 10, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 50 Randolph Street,

Southbridge, MA 01550
By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Jonathan Gonzalez
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for OCMBC, Inc., and now held
by Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC,
said mortgage dated October 21, 2021
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 66352, Page 303, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as Mortgagee, as Nominee
for OCMBC, Inc. to Lakeview Loan
Servicing, LLC by assignment dated
August 25, 2023 and recorded with
said Registry of Deeds in Book 69564,
Page 202; for breach of the conditions
in said mortgage and for the purpose
of foreclosing the same will be sold
at Public Auction on May 8, 2025 at
2:00 PM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit:
The land with the buildings there-
on, and all the privileges and appur-
tenances thereto belonging sit-
uated in said Southbridge, on the
southerly side of Randolph Street,
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at an iron pin in the
ground on the southerly line of
Randolph Street at the northeasterly
corner thereof and the northwest cor-
ner of land of David Calcagni, said
pin being situated 50 feet westerly
from the westerly line of Lyons Street;
THENCE westerly along the southerly
line of Randolph Street 50 feet to an
iron pin at land formerly of Antaya;
THENCE southerly along land for-
merly of Antaya 85 feet, more or less,
to the northwest corner of land now
or formerly of Joseph Marinelli et ux;
THENCE in an easterly direction along
the northerly line of land now or for-
merly of Joseph Marinelli et ux, 50
feet to an iron pin at land of Calcagni;
THENCE  northerly by  land
of Calcagni 85 feet, more or
less, to the point of beginning.
BEING Lot No. 103 as numbered
and shown on plan entitled “Plan of
Lots for Mrs. A. P. Olney, Southbridge,
Mass., made by John A. Whittaker,
C.E. dated, August 15, 1901, record-
ed with Worcester District Registry of
Deeds, Book of Plans 24, Plan 62.

Property Address:
(for reference only)
50 Randolph Street
Southbridge, MA
AP 25, Lot 1

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed

dated October 12, 2021 and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
66352, Page 299.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must
be paid in cash, certified check,
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check
at the time and place of the sale by
the purchaser. The balance of the
purchase price shall be paid in cash,
certified check, bank treasurer’s or
cashier’s check within thirty (30) days
after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Lakeview Loan Servicing,
LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701

April 10, 2025

April 17, 2025

April 24, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO23P3475PM
Estate of:
Juan Rivera
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ORDER OF
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of Complete
Settlement has been filed by Sara
Spooner of Auburn MA
requesting that the court enter a formal
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account ,
1st and other such relief as may be re-
quested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the
court. You have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and
objection at this court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 04/22/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy,
First Justice of this Court
March 25, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman, Register of
Probate
April 10, 2025

Town of Holland Zoning Board
of Appeals
Notice of Public Hearing

In accordance with M.G. L Chapter 40A
the Holland Zoning Board of Appeals
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, April 23, 2025 at 7:15 p.m. at the
Holland Town Hall, 27 Sturbridge Rd,
1st Floor Community Room, Holland,
MA 01521.
If dial in access is needed, please con-
tact the Town Hall at 413-245-7108
x101.
The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider a request from Joseph C. Maud-
sley for a Special Permit according to
Holland Bylaw section 7.
Relief requested: Bedroom Addition
The property located at: 1 Roberts
Park Rd. Parcel ID # R31/D/11/1.
Don Beal, Chairperson
Zoning Board of Appeals
Date: 4/01/2025
April 10, 2025
April 17, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland Pro-
tection Act of the General Laws of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on April 23, 2025, at
7PM on the application of Robert Mills.
The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the proposed installation of a 12’ x 8’
shed. Address: 93 Leland Drive, Charl-
ton, MA, 01507. Parcel ID: 73A-A-45
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of
2021, this meeting of the Charlton Con-
servation Commission will be conduct-
ed in person and via remote means.
Members of the public who wish to
participate can access the meeting re-
motely by request.
Copies of the RDA may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
April 10, 2025

For Legal
Advertising
Information

Call
508-909-4127
email:
legals@
stonebridge
press.news
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TREES

continued from page 1

vince the federal govern-
ment to restore funding.

“We've already had
multiple trees fall on
public roads” because
of years of neglect al-
lowing trees to die of in-
vasive insect pests and
various other causes,
“and now we have to do
something,” he said.

The town has done
some hazard tree re-
moval in recent years,
but with a limited bud-

get that's mostly in the
DPW. Back when Heath-
er Blakeley was DPW
director, for example,
crews cut several trees
along Main Street and
second Lebanon Hill for
the same reasons. The
latter section of town
wasn't included in the
canceled grant's cover-
age area.

Of the ones the com-
mittee's considering for
its updated hazard tree
inventory, “the worst
one by far was the one
on Union Street,” which

Brady said “had limbs
(falling) everywhere,
just laying around.” Kev-
in Buxton pointed out
another - a shattered
tree along the Heritage
Trail that's “dangling be-
tween two others.”

Several trees they
mentioned aren't quite
as visible as those two.
Often, trees may look
fine, but are in fact hol-
low. While that can pro-
vide habitat for bird and
other species, it can also
weaken the tree.

Despite being without

staff, his committee has
been marking right-of-
way trees that need care,
starting in the Pleasant
Street area, but those
marks will fade over
time if not addressed.
Doing so requires pro-
fessional equipment
and skills the grant was
funding as part of a five-
year plan that aimed at
seeking Tree City USA
designation, among oth-
er things.

“There was some
good work being done,”
Heyman said. “It'd be a

shame if it's for naught.”

Brady agreed, add-
ing the volunteer work
is “not anywhere as fast
as having the pros do it,”
particularly in terms of
data entry.

The group is still
planning to help distrib-
ute trees to students for
Arbor Day, April 29 & 30
at Eastford Road School
and Trinity Catholic.
They did so last year, and
Brady recalled “Some of
the kids were really ex-
cited.”

they're also still work-

ing on two new bylaws.
One's a tree bylaw that
would cover mainte-
nance of dying trees,
“private trees that could
be invasive,” and vari-
ous related issues, based
largely on MGL Chap 87,
sec. 5. The other would
create a Shade Tree
Commission to oversee
that, replacing their cur-
rent advisory board.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

ACF

continued from page 1

hensive look at the town
finances and qualifies
the town for potential
recognition through the
Government  Finance
Officers Association, or
GFOA, a nonprofit that
promotes a mission of
advancing excellence in
public finance. The ACF
report replaces the pre-

vious practice of simply
submitting audited fi-
nancial statements and
will give selectmen and
citizens a more in-depth
assessment of the town's
annual financial data.
“While our previous
financial statements
met GAAP (Generally
Acceptable Accounting
Principles) standards,
the ACF report provides

more detailed financial
information and clear
pictures of the town’s
financial health. It offers
an opportunity to pro-
vide the public and read-
ers with a more compre-
hensive insight into our
finances,” said Obrzut.
The report was sub-
mitted in January and
starting this year will
be submitted annually

by the end of December.
The town’s finances will
bereviewed by the GFOA
in hopes of earning the
organization’s  certifi-
cate of achievement, an
honor that Obrzut said
will put the town ahead
when they go out to the
market for project bond-
ing. She also touted the
report's ability to pro-
vide more transparency

for the community.

“The GFOA strongly
recommends all local
and state government of-
fices prepare and public
and ACF report as op-
posed to regular GAAP
financial statements,
and I'm excited to say
that we’re now part of
that group,” said Obrzut.
“The ACF report is de-
signed to give readers

a much broader range
of important financial
information which will
help them better under-
stand the town’s financ-
es.”

Obrzut credited her
dedicated team for help-
ing develop the report,
which will be made
available on the town's
website for public view-
ing.

KOVALESKI

continued from page 1

Operations Division at
US. Army Human Re-
sources Command, Fort
Knox, Kentucky, plays
a key role in the pro-
cess of locating Family
members of missing Sol-
diers from World War II,
the Korean and Vietnam
wars.

The process begins
with locating the Fami-
ly member most closely
related to the missing
Soldier, known as the
primary next of Kin, fol-
lowed by a request for
Family reference sam-
ples or DNA, which are
used as a main source in
identifying remains.

Once a Soldier has
been identified by the
Armed Forces Medical
Examiner, the PCRB
notifies and briefs the
Family about the results
of historical, forensic
and DNA reports, ben-
efits and the mortuary
process including burial
with full military hon-
ors.

For additional infor-
mation about Sgt. Kova-
leski, go to: https://www.
dpaa.mil/News-Stories/
ID-Announcements/Ar-
ticle/3986626/airman-ac-
counted-for-from-world-
war-ii-kovaleski-e/

Media interested in
covering the funeral/in-
terment, and/or obtain-
ing more information,

should contact the Army
Casualty Office at 800-
892-2490 or Everly-Wheat-

OPACUM

continued from page 1

Reach out to us at
Opacum Land Trust, PO
Box 233, Sturbridge, MA
01566;  info@opacumlt.
org, (508) 3479144 and

ley Funerals and Crema-
tion, 703-998-9200.

check out our website
for events, properties
you can visit, and ways
to get involved at www.
OpacumLT.org.

EGGS

continued from page 6

Reminders to extend
the life of Easter lilies
long beyond this season:

Prolong Potted
Plant: Easter lilies are
gorgeous plants, and
with a few tricks you can
prolong their life as a
potted plant way past the
Easter holiday.

If you are purchas-
ing the plant yourself,
choose a healthy looking
plant with a few flowers
in full bloom but with
most unopened. Keep

potted soil moist and
place in a cool 60 to 65 de-
gree room where it can
get some indirect sun-
light. Avoid direct heat
and direct sunlight. Be
sure the pot is on a sau-
cer, and if it is wrapped
in foil be sure the foil
doesn’t trap any water
in the bottom of the
pot. Help your lily last
even longer by snipping
off the pollen laden an-
thers from the center of
the blooms.

*%

Longer Lilies: When
your Easter lily has
seen better days, don’t

toss it out! Your pot-
ted lilies can last for
years to come if you
plant them outside. To
do: When leaves and
stems turn yellow and
or brown, trim them
back and plant the bulb
directly into the gar-
den after the threat of
frost has passed. For
best results, plant the
bulb in about three
inches of good soil in a
sunny or partial shade
area. Top with another
three inches of mulch,
peat moss, compost, etc.
(bulb is six inches un-
derground). Water as

needed.
Keep in mind trans-
planted lilies won’t

bloom until next sum-
mer. Keep well mulched
during the winter and
next spring remove ex-
tra mulch to help lilies

sprout up.
%%

Win a Three Course
Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered

into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever I receive
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned
restaurant, located on
Route 131 across the
town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge. Because
I'm in the business of
dispensing tips, not in-
venting them (although
I can take credit for
some), I'm counting on
you readers out there to
share your best helpful

hints!
%%

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question re-
garding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them
with readers of Stone-
bridge Press news-
papers? Send ques-
tions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.

JOURNEYS Too  often
continued from page 6 patients
think they

have to walk long distances to get any
benefit. While walking 20 — 30 minutes
most days a week is in fact valuable for
our health, if the couch has been your
exercise buddy most of the winter,
even starting outside with a 5-minute
walk is a good thing. Just build up the
more you do it.

In addition to our physical health,
what are we doing for our spiritual and
mental health?

Perhaps as Isaiah suggests, you are
facing a wilderness of spirit or life in
general. Perhaps because of health,
financial, personal or spiritual chal-

Town-to-Town

lenges life feels like a desert. Maybe
God feels distant in spite of all the
scriptures and sermons suggesting He
is closer than you think.

Yet how do you perceive the new
streams in the wasteland, or feel the
Presence of our Creator? Lent is the
time of year when we face these ques-
tions.

Maybe it is time to take a journey of
faith?

And you don’t have to do it alone.

There are lots of houses of worship
in the area with lay leaders, clergy, and
friendly folks who will meet you where
you are on your journey - no cost, no
obligation. These are places to ask the
tough questions, and feel the support,

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

174-200-730

discernment and encouragement for
your journey in faith. Because truth be
told, all of us have had questions, even
moments of doubt in our faith life.

Sometimes getting comfort, fellow-
ship, even clues if not answers doesn’t
always come in formal religious set-
tings.

Even the Thrift Shop at Charl-
ton City United Methodist Church
(CCUMC 74 Stafford Street) which
opens Friday, April 11 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Friday & Saturday until late Oc-
tober/early November, is staffed with
some of the kindest people you’d want
to meet. Asleaders in our various min-
istries, they can be great resources on
the journey.

Place your ad‘teday!

=ew

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

For Sale Uxbridge
Antique Lane
Cedar Chest
Cherry finish
with lock

$350.00
Call
774-246-9599

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.

Call Davi
(508) 688-0847.
'LL COME TO YOU!

2006 Excellent
Running 50 Horse
Power Yamaha

Pontoon Boat
Includes Low Mile Trailer
$10,900 OBO
508-868-1218

And sometimes we just need to take
time to walk a solitary journey in faith
— setting regular, protected time to pray,
and to read scriptures is a good place to
start.

Given I think some fresh air is good
for body, mind as well as spirit, consider
the Prayer Trail at CCUMC Carved out
near our chapel in the woods, it is a qui-
et place to walk, reflect, and enjoy some
peace.

I know other houses of worship, in-
cluding St. Josephs in Charlton, have
lovely grounds with places to sit and re-
flect. Marianapolis Academy has a lovely
Stations of the Cross trail.

Speaking of journeys - in health and
friendship, grab a pal and head out to one
of the many walking trails in the area...
the trails near Old Sturbridge Village,
and the ones that go through it are love-
ly, and tranquil. As are the various Rail
Trails throughout the region.

Lent invites us to take a journey in
faith — to reflect upon our lives and that
includes all aspects of our health —mind,
body and spirit. It is a good time of year
for transformation, for challenges and
for growing.

But like all great journeys, it starts
with the first step. See you on the trail!

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

l

news@
stonebridgepress.news ~ Wi\
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REAL ESTAT

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want s
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

/‘“\"\
hope2own.com >( 10
508.943.4333 ;
Stianen Pelletier - Ouuner Broben f ; o
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl 1

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOODDR ¢
FRONTAGE - 11, 61 AGRES' WATEHFH(]NT LAND

.,x; ¢

(1 \W NEW PRCE!! 1640" direct water-
5 front on Cedar Lake! Secluded
_4111.61 Acres - Pristine, Undevel-

oped, Private & Serene! Poten-
tial for up to 5 house lots! 119’
roadfront w/Gravel Drive Access
to Land & Lake! 183 ac+ Cedar
Lake is full recreational - A Once in
a Lifetime Opportunity!  $750,000

WEBSTER - 25 SLATER ST

| | Location! Location! This Over-
ON %POSIT sized & Well Maintained 2 Fam-
o o ily offers 2,472 sf Total! Apt 1
>1st Floor Unit >has 1,052 sf, 3
BRs & 1 Bath|Apt 2 >2nd & 3rd
Floor Unit has 2 levels >1,420
i+ sf, 5 BRs, 2 Baths. Corner lot
w/.30 acre, 22'x22' Two Car
Garage! 12'x16'Concrete  Pa-
tio. Apartments fully occupied.
- PLEASE DO NOT TRESPASS
| onto the Property. $559,900

OXFORD 25 SUTTON AVENUE

& % Location ~ Location! Move-in ready

ON DEPOSIT Commercial Office &/or Retail Space !
Ideal for >>> Small Businesses, Com-

panies looking to expand, Banks, Med-
' icalfacilities etc...2 Level Free Standing
Building on a Corner Lot - Located in

':g' an Active area of Restaurants & Retail
1 Minute to Rt 395 & Rt 20...Zoned GB
10 units - .71 Acre - 26 Parking Spots

® $1,150,000

 Featwned Lioting!!

i .
,M ,;,_v Webster Lake Waterfront
@ i 88 Union Point We&m Idée WW 401«'4
— “| Excellent opportunity! Natural 5
Western  Facing  Shoreline- gm pm 205
Beautiful Sunsets - Views of

Middle to North Pond! 7,000
+/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win-
terized cottage Fireplaced living
room ! 12 X 30 one car garage.
Beautiful Pine trees at the wa-
ter’s edge! - $660,000

Featuned Listing
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LISTING!

(D )
"

'l: i Wi 41"
|20 9 pr Y

OPEN HOUSE |
SATURDAY & |
SUNDAY12 2

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT'S FINEST| THIS 4mm+/ SF ** THE
VILLA'S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6
UNITS > Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR
Suites w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location
provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, &
full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever
Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All

4 Spectacular Seasons! Its more than a home - its a Life Style! $1,250,000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Featuned New Listing!

In Beautiful, Calm, eater (ove
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line
5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 ON DEPOSIT
Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line
7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER -
22 COOPER RD.

.ﬂ'. - New Construction! 2nd of 4
3 Homes to be built! Imagine Your-
3 ¢ self in a New Craftsman Style
e home - Tucked away on Cooper
| Rd. Near Webster Lake w/Access
* to Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp.
4 BRS., 2-1/2 Baths! Walkout
slider from Basement. 2 Car Ga-

-~ rage! $649,900
SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-152 HAMILTON
77z 13 Units - 4 Well Main-

tained & Updated Mul-
ti-Family Buildings with 2
Commercial Spaces! Lo-
cated within the “ “Central
Core” District of Downtown
Southbridge!! ... Mixed
% Use Zoning !! Heated Ga-
rage Space - Room enough
= 1‘orupt018Veh|cIes.||
ET $1,300,000

Wehster Lake
Waterfront

i 44 West Point Rd

1st Time Offered!! On Killdeer
Island! Beautiful Waterfront Prop-
T erty. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, custom
W88 kitchen, Indoor/Outdoor Fireplace!
Entertainers Dream! Beautiful
§ Sunsets! Large Garage
SORRY, SOLD $1,270,000

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=&
Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
Licensed in MA & CT

e

]
..
L 8

CHARLTON-
‘ New Constructio

DUDLEY HOPEDALE-

Condo Alternative

AVAILABLE _

_ON DEPOSIT

*3 (1 Bedroom Units)
*New Septic
*2.34 Acres

65 Charlton St. $395,000

~ AVAILABLE e
— T — *New Septic being installed
*3.5 Baths * Gas Fireplace * 6 Rooms L
* 6+ Acres * Updated Kitchen, Windows, Heatin, =
*Hardwood Floors Throughout *Level Lot * 2 Car Garage ¢ ‘d Mﬂa‘/x%{% -
12 Elliot Drive $675,000 36 Center Rd $515,000 54 Hill St. $385,000
OXFORD- DUDLEY- MARLBOROUGH-
MULTI UNIT

SZYMCZAK SELLS! __Waterviews

i =i
NEW LISTING

£  SoLp |
R ST D
*2 Baths * Hardwood Floors *2 Baths *4 Bedroom
*3 Bedroom *Young Roof, Siding, Windows,
*New Septic System Central and Updated Heating System

29 Charlton Dr. $450,000 6 Blaiswood Ave $629,900

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS
Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, efc...

any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

When Mary Hicks Realtore ° 4
ERA Key Realty Experience ? Ouer 25 years experience!
Donna Flannery Realtor® p ot pa Ce u CENTURY d |
508-612-6771 o and NORTH EAST
Bonna::anneryrealtokr com ¥ Commitment we do‘ 50862 ye
onnaflannery@erakey.net Direct: . .
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE Matter Contact Mikaela Today @ Home mem :;iﬁz;zczozmz
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER . . - -
SERVICE Mary Vigliatura StolarczyR 774-200-7308 CENTURY 21!
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame . g #ﬁﬂ;’.ﬁ‘ fgg%’:‘;’ﬁr‘:%;
SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME % /‘-': "‘-‘\\ 508.612.1382 mlkaela@ 160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
ERAHALLOFFAME 0,5 (ema RE/MAX '\ . .
pr—— ey | (Ui ) MESRealtncom stonebridgepress.news mhicks@c21ne.com
415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 ~> _“  Mary@VWillSellit.com Each office is independently owned and operated.
Sand) Grorh WEBSTER COMING SOON!!!
I look forward to PROBLEMS”

1 WO RCESTER serving you in all of

your real estate
ventures!

* Buying
e Selling
e Investing

Contact Info:
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

ccllen1995@ao| com

Jo-Ann zymczak

* Garage * Lower Level Family Room

* 1200 Sq. Ft. Ranch
* 2.5 Baths *3 Bedrooms
* Livingroom w/ Wood Stove

[ §
65 Southbridge Street,
Auburn, MA 01501

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

CRS, GRI, SRES o
508-943-7669 #
774-230-5044 -

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

ReMax Vision

Licensed in MA & CT
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Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service at Old Sturbridge Village

STURBRIDGE — The annual Ec-
umenical Easter sunrise service will
be held at Old Sturbridge Village on
April 20 starting at 6 a.m. According to
The Federated Church of Sturbridge
and Fiskdale’s pastor, the Rev. David
W. Cote, seven local faith communities
will join together at the original Bap-
tist Meetinghouse that is now located
at the end of the Common at Old Stur-
bridge Village.

Participating in this year’s sunrise
service, in addition to Rev. Cote, are
The Rev. Dan Purtell (Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church, Sturbridge and Holy
Trinity Episcopal Church, South-
bridge), Father Luc Martel, A.A. (St.
Anne/St. Patrick Parish, Fiskdale),
The Rev. Brian Oxman (Brookfield
Congregational Church, Brookfield),
The Rev. Kathryn Light (Elm Street

Congregational Church, Southbridge),
and Ms. Christine McTigue (St. Joseph
Church, Charlton).

“Together, we will welcome the
dawn with prayer, song, and messag-
es of hope and renewal as the sun ris-
es,” says Cote. “The service is open to
all and will offer a peaceful, reflective
start to Easter Sunday.”

Those who wish to attend are ad-
vised to enter the Village and make
their way to the Meetinghouse by way
of the security gate at the top of the
parking lot, and dress appropriately
for the weather. Please note that food
and drink are not permitted, except for
bottled water. The Village will not be
open for touring during this event and
restrooms will not be available. Attend-
ees are requested to leave the Village

Courtesy

The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts, located at 111 Main St. in Southbridge, is pleased
to announce gallery hours for the current exhibit. Heather Croteau and Clay Tull will have
their works available throughout the month. Gallery hours are Sat and Sun, noon to 4
p.m. Admission is free, and all are welcome to view their talents. The Ruth Wells Center
was founded in 1976 as the Quinebaug Valley Council for the Arts and Humanities.
Fulfilling the mission to promote art and culture on the community, we are excited to
highlight local artists. We also offer workshops for adults and youth, Open Studio for
artists to work on their projects in harmony and peace. The website features ongoing
activities: ruthwellscenter.com and check the Facebook page. For more information, call
508-764-3341.

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

EASTER BRUNCH BUFFET MUSIC

10am-3pm reservations required BE!’!E\P

$39.99/person _S¢ THURSOAY
12 and under $12.99 . '

Call to make your reservation today! >

Get your comedy tickets for
April 5th featuring Steve Sweeney!

308 4
LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

11 - CLOSE

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website |
or Facebook page

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

for our full menu.

Ll 11 IO’\ E L wi

AND CONFERENCE CENTER at UNION STATION

308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

M'. INXWe

Easter Brunch
Sunday, April 20th 10:00AM to 4:00PM

Easter Breakfast & Dinner

Complete Package
(Buffet, Tax, Tip, Parking)

Adults $55

> n Children 6-12 $40
3 Toddler 2-5 $30
‘ Breakfast Items,
4 Hot Entrees,
/ \) } Salads and
i 7 Fresh Fruit,
A e Assorted Breads and More.
.~ Call508-755-6408
=== or 508-775-1200

Maxwells Luciano’s Banquet & Conference Center
at the Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester Ma. 01608

308 MAIN STREET T 4 YL Smmon ~ Check
EAST BROOKFIELD out the
774-449-8333 new Fall/

directly following the service.

Easter morning services will follow

ART

continued from page 3

it lasted for decades,” Chiarchiaro
said. “If it hadn't been for Jo, we'd
have never known about Edward. ...
She was already well-established in
New York,” and promoted his work
there.

One of the few other female art-
ists in the Gloucester scene was Ce-
celia Beaux, mostly known for her
portraits, especially that of French
president Clemenceau after World
War I. She hailed from Philadel-
phia, but came here from 1906-42.

Others spending time here in-
cluded Winslow Homer, Willard
Metcalf and John Twachtman.

Homer and Metcalf also frequent-
ed Chiarchiaro's first discussed col-
ony — North Conway, NH, which was
“the impetus for many beautiful
works of art and some of the earli-
est US landscapes.” The work from
there often has “a lot of European
influence,” as American art was
just beginning “to shine, because
nowhere in Europe could compete”
in terms of scenery.

Conway's famous for Thomas
Cole, who founded the Hudson Riv-
er School, which wasn't actually a
school, but a “somewhat derogatory
term” coined in the 1870s. He did
his work about four decades earlier,
mostly trying to catch the “dramat-
ic landscapes” of fall, with its sky,
leaves and mountains.

Many others tried to do similar
works, with Jasper Cropsey want-
ing “to see what's happening to the
wilderness” and “making us aware
this is a finite resource.” (Coinci-
dentally, this was around the time
that Harvard became home to the
first nature conservancy.)

Homer had “a little bit of a sar-
castic approach to it,” Chiarchia-
ro said; she focused on one of his
paintings of other painters doing
their work on a hillside, all dressed
up pretty formally.

A much later colony, from the
1880s, was in Cornish, New Hamp-
shire, where Charles Beaman
bought hundreds of acres for it.

POSITIVE

continued from page 7

is a bridge. It connects people. It
opens doors.

Now, picture a good salesman
talking to a potential customer—not
the pushy kind, but the thoughtful,
sharp kind.

He doesn't start with, "So, are you
ready to buy?" He starts with ques-
tions so obvious they're effortless
to answer: "You're looking for some-
thing reliable, right?" "Yes." "You
want to make sure you're getting the
best value for your money?" "Yes."
"And I'm guessing you don't want to
waste time shopping around forev-
er." "Exactly."

Three yeses, right out of the gate!

What just happened? The custom-
er started nodding—not just physi-
cally, but mentally. They felt under-
stood. They felt like the salesperson
was on their side. And now, the next
sentence—"Let me show you what I
think is a great fit"—doesn't feel like
a pitch. It feels like teamwork.

The beauty of this isn't that it
tricks people. It's that it meets them
where they are. We don't move for-

GARDENING

continued from page 7

water that stays in your landscape
for plants to use, and help filter dust
and pollutants out of rainwater be-
fore it enters groundwater.

Rain gardens are another strate-
gy for managing water in your yard.
These are designed to capture exces-
sive rainfall, drain within 24 to 36
hours, tolerate dry and wet periods,
and filter pollutants from the rain-
water before it enters the groundwa-
ter.

Start by incorporating one or
more of these strategies to help man-
age rainwater in your landscape.
Continue to monitor success, adapt
as needed, and include more options
to help you successfully garden even

the sunrise service at each of the re-
spective churches.

That was most famously home to Au-
gustus Saint-Gaudens, whose home
is now one of the only two art-based
national parks in the country. “one
of the most important sculptors of
the time,” he created the Lincoln
statue in Chicago, “The Puritan”
and “The Peace of God,” among
many others. After his death, his
wife was able to bring many of his
works back to their home, where
they're on display.

Cornish was also an inspiration
for Thomas Dewing, an impression-
ist who was “enamored of the envi-
ronment.” Chiarchiaro said he was
“a tonalist artist,” meaning he used
color to give his scenes “a sense of
mood.” He visited Cornish from
1898-1905, when he “decided Cor-
nish had become too socially-mind-
ed” and left.

Several of those artists, and
many others, also found their way
to the art colonies at Cos Cob and
0Old Lyme, Conn., and Ogunquit and
Monhegan Island, Maine.

Cos Cob was largely centered
on one house - the Bush-Holley
House 1890-1920. That was also true
at Lyme, where the Florence Gris-
wold House was a spinster's home
opened to artists so she could sup-
port herself. To pay their rent, they
painted her walls, doors, and more
in far more than just solid colors.
It became “one of the most exten-
sive colonies of this period,” last-
ing from 1900-‘35, and now features
a lot of Connecticut work from one
company's collection (the Hartford
Steam Boiler Co).

Unlike some of the other plac-
es, Ogunquit and Monhegan were
largely colonies of Boston artists,
including Hopper, Nivison, their
teacher Robert Henri, Rockwell
Kent, and George Bellows.

To Chiarchiaro, going to any of
them is “just a fabulous experience.
All these places, you go for the art,
but also the relaxation.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at
gus.steeves2@gmail.com.

ward when we feel forced. We move
forward when we feel seen.

And this isn't just for sales or
business.

A parent asks a teenager, "You
want your room to feel peaceful,
right?" A coach saying to their team,
"You want to win just as badly as I
do." A teacher calming a classroom:
"You want to enjoy this time togeth-
er, don't you?"

Shared goals, voiced early, dis-
solve resistance before it ever shows
up. They create alignment, and
alignment creates momentum.

So next time you need to persuade
someone—whether in a boardroom,
a negotiation, a relationship, or just
a conversation—remember the Se-
cret of Socrates.

Lead with agreement. Start
with what's obvious. Find common
ground. Get the nods early.

Because anyone who leads, teach-
es, builds, or negotiates will tell
you—once they're nodding, you're
already halfway home.

during periods of excessive or limit-
ed rainfall.

Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, including
the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space Gar-
dening. She hosts The Great Cours-
es “How to Grow Anything” instant
video and DVD series and the na-
tionally syndicated Melinda’s Gar-
den Moment TV & radio program.
Myers is a columnist and contribut-
ing editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and was commissioned by
Summit for her expertise to write
this article. Myers’ Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.
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