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When it’s time 
to change, then 

it’s time to 
change.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

PUTNAM — The pop-
ulation of  stray cats 
and kittens in the Quiet 
Corner has increased dra-
matically over the past 
few years, leaving local 
animal control and shel-
ters struggling to control 
a situation that has been 
deemed a “crisis.”

One of  the leading 
organizations working to 
help put an end to the 
overpopulation is Paws 
Cat Shelter, a non-prof-
it, volunteer-operated 
shelter in Putnam that 
has launched initiatives 
to assist locals with low 

cost spay and neuter pro-
grams and help educate 
the community on how 
to respond if  they find a 
family of  cats and kittens 
that need to be rescued 
or fixed.

Cases of  animal aban-
donment or lack of  prop-
er care to animals has 
seen an increase, espe-
cially in recent years as 
the cost of  vet bills have 
proven difficult for fixed 
income families forcing 
owners to either release 
their pets or avoid paying 
to have them fixed. This 
has resulted in cats breed-
ing in the wild creating 
dangerous situations for 
the animals by encour-

aging increased activ-
ities of  predators and 
the spread of  diseases 
among these populations. 
While Paws as the local 
shelter tries to help, the 
organization’s President 
Fay Beriau admits the 
problem has become an 
“epidemic” that has been 
hard to manage due to 
their limited space and 
resources.

“There are so many 
stray cats out there 
reproducing, and it’s to 
the point where we get 
so many calls for moth-
ers with kittens and we 
can help fix the mom, but 
we can’t take the kittens. 
We’re turning our focus 

more to getting animals 
spayed and neutered. 
We’re working with 
Lebanon Vet who has set 
up a lot of  programs – It’s 
a struggle, but we have 
to balance our shelter’s 
needs and our communi-
ty’s needs especially with 
our finances,” Beriau 
said.

Paws takes in whatever 
they can, but with rough-
ly 120 cats in the shelter 
they are at capacity and 
unable to shelter many of  
the strays especially kit-
tens. The sheer number 
of  colonies have become 
overwhelming with 
reports of  families as far 
south as Plainfield and as 

far north as Thompson, 
some containing as many 
as 30 cats between the 
parents and the kittens. 
The number of  calls Paws 
gets weekly is “astronom-
ical,” says Beriau, lead-
ing the organization to 
launch public education 
initiatives and seek solu-
tions through partner-
ships with vet programs 
in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts. These 
include low-cost spay and 
neuter programs, pro-
viding guidance for any-
one who locates a colony 
on their property, and 
trap-neuter-return (TNR) 
efforts that may not solve 
the existing kitten pop-

ulation problem but can 
prevent continued breed-
ing. Beriau calls this 
effort “Cats in Crisis,” 
and said there are real 
risks of  continued pop-
ulation growth not just 
for these cats, but for the 
entire region.

“When they keep repro-
ducing you have illness. 
You have predators out 
there. It’s not healthy for 
the cat. TNR does work. 
We have a colony we 
know is down to two now 
after being up to thir-
ty after all these years. 
They need to be fixed. It 
will stop that population 

PUTNAM —  Quack 
Quack! The Putnam 
Business Association 
proudly announces the 
2025 Pluck-A-Duck Raffle 
Event is taking place on 
Sunday, Aug. 10 from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m. and Monday, 
Aug. 11 at noon, because 
one day simply isn’t 
enough for this unique 
fundraising event.  

The PBA Pluck-A-
Duck Raffle Event joins 
forces with the Town of  
Putnam’s Main Street Car 
Cruise on Aug. 10, where 
attendees will enjoy 
viewing more than 2,000 

classic cars, live music 
& more, including the 
colossal Kids Corner in 
Rotary Park, where free 
family fun awaits! Kids 
of  all ages will delight 
in Xen’s Critters Petting 
Zoo, Bounce Houses, 
Balloons By Bella, Art by 
Simone Facepainting, the 
Breezeline Photo Booth, 
Arts & Crafts Tent, 
Popcorn Station, games, 
vendors and exhibitors 
with fun activities and 
giveaways. The popular 
Wonderful Waddle trea-
sure hunt returns this 
year, where young attend-
ees will visit various activ-

ities and exhibitors to 
have their form stamped. 
Completed forms are 
turned into the Putnam 
Business Association’s 
Kids Corner tent, where 
one lucky winner will 
be randomly selected 
to receive a backpack 
filled with school sup-
plies along with a BMX 
Kink Curb Bicycle from 
Putnam Cyclery, valued 
at $450. The Wonderful 
Waddle forms will be 
available for download 
on the Putnam Business 
Association and Discover 
Putnam Facebook pages 
and day-of-event at the 

Wall Of  Wishes display.

Whether kids walk, 
waddle or fly, they can 
give the Fun Run a 
try! Partnering with 
Northeast Opportunities 
for Wellness (NOW), chil-
dren can participate in 
this one-mile Fun Run, 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
from the Hale YMCA 
Youth & Family Center, 
9 Technology Park Dr. 
in Putnam and race 
down the scenic walk-
ing path overlooking the 
Quinebaug river. The PBA 
Pluck-A-Duck Kids Fun 

POMFRET —  Rectory 
School proudly welcomes 
Julie Anderson as its new 
Head of  School, official-
ly beginning her tenure 
today. Anderson makes 
history as Rectory’s first 
female Head of  School 
and becomes only the 
sixth person to hold 
this position since the 
school’s founding in 1920. 
After a nationwide search 
and thorough selection 
process led by the Board 
of  Trustees, Anderson 
was chosen for her deep 
experience in indepen-
dent school leadership, 
her dedication to stu-
dent-centered education, 
and her ability to inspire 
growth through collab-
oration and innovation. 
Prior to joining Rectory, 
Anderson served as Head 
of  School at Cheshire 
Academy, where she led 
strategic initiatives that 
strengthened academic 
programming, increased 
enrollment, and elevated 
community engagement. 

She brings with her a 
strong foundation in both 
teaching and administra-
tion, along with a lifelong 
commitment to fostering 
inclusive, purpose-driven 
learning environments. 
Anderson holds a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in Liberal 
Studies from Wesleyan 
University and a Master’s 
in Education from 

Southern Connecticut 
State University. Her pro-
fessional journey—from 
Spanish teacher to Middle 
School Head, Academic 
Dean, and ultimately Head 
of  School—reflects her 
holistic understanding 
of  student development 
and school leadership. 
With a strong record in 
strategic planning, finan-
cial stewardship, and 

faculty development, 
Anderson is poised to 
guide Rectory into its next 
exciting chapter. Her lead-
ership arrives at a time of  
momentum, as the school 
prepares to open a new ath-
letic facility and launch-
es an ambitious strategic 
planning process this fall. 
“I am honored to join the 
Rectory community and 
continue the important 
work of  building a joyful, 
inclusive, and future-ready 
school,” said Anderson. 
“From the moment I first 
stepped on campus, I was 
struck by the warmth 
of  the people and the 
sense of  purpose that 
runs through everything 
here. I’m thrilled to begin 
this journey together.” 
The Rectory School com-
munity is excited to 
embark on this new chap-
ter under Julie Anderson’s 
leadership and looks for-
ward to the energy, ideas, 
and heart she brings to 
campus.

Jason Bleau

Paws in Putnam depends heavily on volunteers to assist its roughly 120 cats in its shelter. They are hoping to raise awareness of the overpopulation crisis to help those they cannot house.

Paws spreads awareness of cat overpopulation “crisis”

Killingly seeks grant 
to expand afterschool 

programs at KCS
BY JASON BLEAU 

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY —  The Killingly School District has 
formed a new partnership in hopes of  receiving a 
state grant that will expand afterschool programs for 
Killingly Central School (KCS).

The district is seeking funding through the CT 
Afterschool Grant, which requires a partner for 
municipalities to qualify. In June, the Killingly Board 
of  Education approved a partnership with Mentor 
My Health, Inc. which would create a Healthy Heroes 
Afterschool Program for two years with potential for 
grant renewal if  the town’s application is successful. 
Assistant Superintendent of  Killingly Schools Jeffrey 
Guiot said the organization has long considered expan-
sion into the region and the grant provides the perfect 
opportunity for both parties to create a new, expansive 
afterschool program for local students.

“They’re extremely interested in bringing their work 
to the eastern part of  Connecticut. They’re already 
working a little bit with the seniors through the senior 
center and community center. Basically, it’s healthy 
eating, physical activity, improving lifestyles, enhanc-
ing academic performance in literacy and numeracy, 
improving social emotional outcomes, and the big 
part is providing family engagement opportunities 
to Killingly and the surrounding communities,” said 
Guiot.

The organization will work with Killingly collab-
oratively in hopes of  earning a $200,000 grant that 
would fund a daily afterschool offering as early as the 
next school year. The new program would include two 
and a half  hours a day after school Monday through 
Thursday, or nine total hours of  afterschool activity 
each week. Guiot made sure to clarify that this would 
not be a “daycare” service, but rather a compliment 
to the students’ education in Killingly schools. The 
program would be open to any student at KCS. While 
the school currently hosts smaller afterschool clubs 
that operate once or twice a week, the new program 
would be a much larger commitment by the families 
but one that school officials feel would be beneficial to 
the continued growth, socializations and education of  
the students.

If  the grant is successful, the district would roll out 
a 30-week course to start tentatively in September. 
The program would include Killingly teachers who 
would serve as academic support and the hiring of  a 
community resource specialist to help families with 
their needs and allow every student their best chance 
to be involved. A certain percentage of  the budget can 
be used for transportation if  needed. The district could 
hear back about the grant as early as next month.

Pluck-A-Duck raffle event is bigger than ever
SEE JUMPWORD PAGE 10

SEE PLUCK-A-DUCK PAGE 11

Rectory School welcomes Julie Anderson 
as new Head of School 

Julie Anderson



EASTFORD — Sports camp for kids is return-
ing this summer to Eastford.  The camp is for boys 
and girls ages four to 12, and offers sports coach-
ing and fun, integrated with Bible-based teaching 
on personal and spiritual maturity.  Sports include 

soccer, basketball, flag football and cheerleading, 
with basic sports skills for the four and five-year-
olds.  This year’s theme is “Go The Distance.”  

The camp is a partnership between the 
Congregational Church of  Eastford and Living 

Proof  Church of  Ashford.   The program 
is led by a team of  college-aged adults from 
Uncharted Waters Sports Ministry – ath-
letes with special summer camp training.  
Church community volunteers will also 
staff  the program.

“This will be our seventh outing,” 
according to Pastor Mike Moran of  the 
Eastford church, “and every year the pro-
gram has grown.  It is a delight to watch 
the kids grow in skill, character and con-
fidence and at the same time have a blast.”  

The camp will run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. Monday through Friday, July 21-25, 
and will be held at Eastford Elementary 
School at 12 Westford Rd. in Eastford.  
There is a fee of  $60 per camper (“camper-
ships” available upon request).  Register at 
cceastford.org/sports-camp/   Register on 
or before June 30 and get a free tee shirt. 
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Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society 
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties 
for the week of  July 1: Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, 
American Kestrel, Common Yellowthroat, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Catbird, Wood Thrush, Veery, Baltimore Oriole, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Song Sparrow, 
Barn Swallow, Carolina Wren, Ovenbird, Eastern Towhee, 
Mockingbird, Cedar Waxwing, Great Blue Heron

Villager Almanac
At CT Audubon

Quiet Corner 
Al-Anon 

group meets 
Wednesdays

WOODSTOCK — An open Al-Anon meeting meets at the 
East Woodstock Congregational Church every Wednesday 
from 7:30-8:30 p.m.  

The Quiet Corner Al-Anon Family Group is open to any-
one affected by alcoholism, family or friend.  Any enqui-
ries can be directed to 860-634-3271.

New Al-Anon 
meeting in 

Pomfret
	 POMFRET — The recently formed Together We Can 

Do It Al-Anon Family Group is meeting at Christ Church in 
Pomfret (Route 169) on Tuesdays at noon. This is an open meet-
ing, meaning not only family and friends of  people suffering 
from the effects of  addiction are welcome, but also profession-
als who may have clients they would like to recommend attend 
the meetings.

	 Al-Anon is a worldwide program for people just like 
you, who are worried about someone with a drinking problem. 
This Pomfret group will also welcome folks concerned about 
someone suffering from drug addiction.

	 Utilizing the 12 Steps of  Alcoholics Anonymous, the 
group will discuss the Steps, Concepts, and Traditions as well 
as offer support for your specific situation. No advice is given; 
understanding and support in a confidential setting are the 
largest benefits of  membership in the group.

	 For more information about Al-Anon, visit www.
al-anon.org. For information about the meeting in Pomfret, 
call 203-561-7954.

Courtesy

Members of Shannon Labonte’s family met at the Putnam Public Library on July 3 to present a generous dona-
tion in her memory.  The funds were some of the proceeds from the Shannon Labonte Memorial Artisan and 
Craft Fair which was held on June 14 at the Putnam Congregational Church. The money raised from the craft 
fair supports a variety of causes that were close the Shannon’s heart. Shannon was a very special person and 
frequent library customer who passed away in 2018.  She was a preschool teacher at Country Kids Child Care 
in Putnam and had a heart for children and learning. The funds will used to purchase materials for the children’s 
department of the library in Shannon’s memory. Left to right, standing: Linda Pacheco, Roberta Solomon, library 
director Priscilla Colwell, Bettye Jo Pakulis and daughter Zoe Labonte. Seated: Ann Russo.

Summer Sports Camp
 comes to Eastford

Local resident  
graduates from 

Dickinson College
 
CARLISLE, Pa. —  Noah Converse 

Salsich, son of  James Salsich and Jessy 
White of  Woodstock, graduated magna 
cum laude from Dickinson College on 
May 18 with a BA in environmental stud-
ies and political science. Other recog-
nition included: dean’s list. Salsich is a 
graduate of  Woodstock Academy.

 
Dickinson is a nationally recognized 

institution chartered in 1783 in Carlisle, 
Pa. With an enrollment of  2,100 students, 
Dickinson emphasizes small classes with 
extensive opportunities for research, 
fieldwork and internships in each of  our 
46 majors. Our distinctive educational 
approach translates into a competitive 
edge, leading graduates into a job or grad-
uate school within one year. Dickinson 
has one of  the top off-campus study pro-
grams in the nation and was one of  the 
first colleges in the country to achieve 
carbon neutrality. www.dickinson.edu



Local student named to St. Lawrence 
University Dean’s List

CANTON, N.Y. — Dylan Mayo from Woodstock has been named to St. Lawrence 
University’s Dean’s List for achieving academic excellence during the Spring 2025 
semester.

Mayo is a member of  the Class of  2027 and is majoring in psychology. Mayo 
attended Woodstock Academy.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, a student must have completed at least four 
courses and have an academic average of  3.6 based on a 4.0 scale for the semester.

About St. Lawrence University
Founded in 1856, St. Lawrence University is a private, nonsectarian institution 

of  the liberal arts and sciences located in Canton, N.Y. The educational opportuni-
ties at St. Lawrence inspire students and prepare them to be critical and creative 
thinkers, to find a compass for their lives and careers, and to pursue knowledge and 
understanding for the benefit of  themselves, humanity and the planet. Through its 
focus on active engagement with ideas in and beyond the classroom, a St. Lawrence 
education leads 
students to make 
connections that 
transform lives 
and communi-
ties, from the 
local to the global. 
Visit  www.stlawu.
edu.

Persons interested in receiving 
more information should contact the 
Killingly Public Schools Food Service 
Department, c/o Timothy Mugan, 226 
Putnam Pike, Dayville, at (860) 779-6792, 
ext. 1.

In accordance with federal civil 
rights law and U.S. Department of  
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regu-
lations and policies, this institution is 
prohibited from discriminating on the 
basis of  race, color, national origin, sex 
(including gender identity and sexual 
orientation), disability, age, or repri-
sal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity.

Program information may be made 
available in languages other than 
English. Persons with disabilities who 

require alternative means of  commu-
nication to obtain program informa-
tion (e.g., Braille, large print, audio-
tape, American Sign Language), should 
contact the responsible state or local 
agency that administers the program 
or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination 
complaint, a Complainant should com-
plete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which 
can be obtained online at: https://
www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/doc-
uments/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA 
office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by 
writing a letter addressed to USDA. The 

letter must contain the complainant’s 
name, address, telephone number, and 
a written description of  the alleged dis-
criminatory action in sufficient detail 
to inform the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature 
and date of  an alleged civil rights vio-
lation. The completed AD-3027 form or 
letter must be submitted to USDA by:

mail: U.S. Department of  Agriculture
Office of  the Assistant Secretary for 

Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportu-

nity provider.

PUTNAM —  The Town of  
Putnam is thrilled to bring 
you  “Chicago Total Access”  for 
the annual Al Fresco concert 
on Saturday, July 19 at 7 p.m. 
at the Rotary Park Bandstand, 
190 Kennedy Drive! This is 
totally a  “Saturday In The 
Park”experience and you are 
invited!

 
“Chicago Total Access”  is 

New England’s premier tribute 
to the band, Chicago. Expect a 
hi-energy performance from this 
explosive show band dedicated 
to covering the band Chicago’s 
catalog that spans over 55 years 
with lots of  songs from the “Old 
Days.”  Enjoy “total access” 

to the music of  Chicago, and 
you will know every song! Sing 
along, dance, cheer, chair dance! 
Enjoy the concert and the posi-
tive energy! Stop  “Searchin’ So 
Long”  for good times. Just visit 
Putnam, often, and experience 
good times!

 
After the big performance on 

the stage is completed, turn your 
chairs to wind down and enjoy 
River Fire with mood music pro-
duced by WINY Radio 1350 am 
& 97.1 fm.   River Fire begins 
after the performance at 8:30pm 
and stays lit until approximately 
10:00pm.

 
“Chicago Total Access”  Al 

Fresco 2025 is powered by 
Centreville Bank, Spicer 
Propane & Oil, and WIN Waste 
Innovations. 

 
Thanks to supporting event 

partners WINY 1350 am & 97.1 
FM, with the fires aglow thanks 
to Spicer Propane & Oil and 
the Town of  Putnam Public 
Works & Parks & Recreation 
Departments. 

 
For your best experience, 

remember to bring a lawn chair 
or blanket to Rotary Park for 
memory making and  “Wishing 
you Were Here” every night!

KILLINGLY —  The Killingly Public Schools announces its participation in the federally funded Seamless Summer Option (SSO) of  the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP). Under the SSO, nutritious meals are provided free of  charge to all children 18 years and younger at the following sites:

Name and address of  sites Meals available and serving times Meal service dates

Killingly High School
226 Putnam Pike
Dayville CT 06241

Breakfast 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Lunch 11:50 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday through Friday

July 7 until 
Aug. 8 
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to qualified customers!
We take pride  

in our customer 
service!

SPRING SPECIALS  
NOW IN EFFECT

AFFORDABLE!
$$$$

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Complete Site Work
 Including:

Excavating • Bulldozing  • Trucking
 • Demolition  • Stump Removal 

• Timber Harvesting
• Yard Expansions & Tree Removal 

• Lot Clearing  • Cellar Holes 
 • Septic Systems  •Lawn Installation

 • Retaining Walls  • Fields Made
• 40,000 lb excavator with jack hammer for rent

860-382-5071
Field Stone and Firewood for sale

AERIAL 
TREE SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

Courtesy

Members of Putnam inland wetlands received a tour of Putnam’s Ash landfill last week in anticipation of their five year renewal. Left to right: Mike Bogdanski, Bruce Fitzback, Ted 
Altmeier, Adam Paquin, Scott Irwin, Cindy Dunne, landfill manager.

Killingly Public Schools offers free summer meals 
through National School Lunch Program

“Chicago Total Access” 
Al Fresco concert to rock 

Putnam’s Rotary Park July 19
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My favorite sporting event 
was the Kentucky Derby.  
Part of  its allure is that it 

takes about 
two minutes, 
the horses 
are beauti-
ful, and I love 
big hats. In 
recent years, 
the race 
has become 
fraught with 
h o r r i f y i n g 
a c c i d e n t s 
and accusa-

tions of  drugging the hors-
es.  It has lost its luster.  Far 
better is watching my grand-
children play sports in their 
respective towns.  I pay close 
attention, cheer happily and 
hope no one gets hurt.  The 
experience of  team play 
and membership for kids 
is about learning sports-
manship, gaining athletic 
skills and falling under the 
tutelage of  kind adults who 
become mentors in life. 

In my childhood home, the 
only breakfast cereal was 
oatmeal.  Only my father 
ate it.  When Bob Richards, 
the Olympic pole vault-
er appeared on Wheaties 
boxes, my mother bought 
it, because my brother, a 
high school and college pole 
vaulter worshiped Richards.  
The message was that great 
athletes were good people, 
great Americans and, above 
all, good sports.  That’s what 
I believed, however, some-
thing seems to have shifted.

My husband and I 
watched the French Open in 
a hotel restaurant in Spain.  
The two players were even-
ly matched as are all who 
get to such high levels of  
competition.  The young 
men grunted and groaned 
as they whacked the ball at 
heart-splitting speed.  When 
the match ended, Alcaraz, 
the winner, fell to the ground 
in triumph.  Women players 
also pump their fists, gri-
mace, fall down and cry in 
response to wins and loss-
es.  The emotional responses 
would be reasonable from 
regular people, but from 
high level stars, they are a 
bit much.  

Golf, once the slowest and 
quietest sport, has changed 
too.  Fans yell and catcall 
after successful shots and 
disrupt the tranquility of  
the great green expanses 
by rowdier behavior than 
was previously tolerated.  It 
takes the edge off  the tone 
of  near sacredness that sur-
rounds big golf  matches, 
which always seems a bit 
stilted to me.  Our oldest 
grandson has taken up golf  
and plays with his tween 
friends at a course that 
seems to welcome them. He 
is learning the rules of  prop-
er golf  etiquette from his 
grandfathers and his dad, 
but those manners might be 
antiquated in a few years. I 
hope not. For all their exclu-
sivity and male vibe, golf  
courses are beautiful places 
for quiet contemplation of  
the frustration of  hitting a 
small nubby ball.

Our six-year-old grand-
children played t-ball in 
their town recreation pro-
gram.  They wore team 
shirts and hats.  Their coach-
es were patient, clear about 
the few rules and the kids 
loved it.  At the end of  the 
season, they knew they had 
improved at hitting the base-
ball and knew which way to 
round the bases.   They felt 
closer to their team mates, 
boys and girls.  They are 
signed up for the next level 
in the fall, where they will 
likely have a good experi-
ence again.  

Although they are young, 
our next generation of  fami-
ly have a deep sense of  what 
is fair, just like all the other 
kids. From fairness springs 
the concept of  sportsman-
ship, that is the bedrock of  
playing sports from t-ball 
to the French Open to 
the Kentucky Derby.  Bob 
Richards on the Wheaties 
box was an icon of  a very 
American ideal of  behaving 
well win or lose.  

Joseph Epstein in the 
WSJ wrote: “Sports once 
had a certain elegance that 
derived from athletes mak-
ing the physically difficult 
look easy.  This same ele-
gance extended to their 
behavior while playing.” 

Today’s professional play-
ers are extraordinary.  As 
current icons let’s support 
those who demonstrate 
sportsmanship as the glue 
that holds it all together.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
The third time is the charm… at least for 

the Woodstock BOF.  Another story for the 
taxpayers.  On the 1st of  July, eighteen hun-
dred and forty seven (1847), voters turned 
out with 1025 in support of  a 6 percent tax 
increase.  Congratulations to all who partici-
pated, and thanks to those 800-plus who came 
out again to try to put a stop to the insane 
spending.  If  you didn’t vote, you in effect 
voted yes, and get to pay like the rest.  

As I have written previously, this 6 percent 
comes on top of  5.8 percent and 7.48 percent 
in the last two years for a total tax increase 
of  just under 20.5 percent since the repeal 
of  Prop 46 three years ago.   What does this 
mean to you?  Well, for the average taxpayer 
something in the neighborhood of  $250-$300 
in added tax for this year plus vehicles – and 
of  course, every year hereafter.  Over the next 
few weeks/months, you will get confirmation 
of  your share in a supplemental tax bill – a 
moment of  joy for Mr. Day and Mr. Lessig 
and the other spenders, but this is only the 
beginning.    

The big overriding issue here is “No town 

can sustain these levels of  spending increas-
es,” especially one that is adamant on being 
rural and staying rural.  If  you saw the video 
of  the recent June 24 Special town meeting, 
you have seen, and heard, the reception a 
young man got near the end when he suggest-
ed that the town needs to encourage more 
development and bring in commercial busi-
ness to increase revenue – the no’s rang clear.  
No tar and feathers this time.  

If  this increase isn’t enough for you, don’t 
worry, this is a “re-val” year, so you have 
another chance to get whacked if  your assess-
ment is above the average increase for the 
town.  You’ll know by the end of  year where 
you stand, but it may take a few weeks longer 
to get the town average number.  Also, don’t 
be surprised to see a push for some kind of  
bonding to cover other projects and expenses 
– the general fund is getting low and simply 
can’t support continued withdrawals to cover 
open and to be opened projects.   Hang in 
there and have a great summer.  Next year 
should be a real hoot.

Dave Richardson
Woodstock

 Woodstock saga ends

To the Editor:
Eastford First Selectwoman Deborah 

Richards should not be given another term 
in office because, in my opinion, she has cre-
ated, and maintains, a hostile work environ-
ment.  Here are just three recent examples:

1. Earlier this year, the library board sup-
ported the proposal that the two librarians 
attend a librarians’ conference in Mystic on 
their day off.  There is money in the library’s 
budget for professional development.    First 
Selectwoman Richards said she was OK with 
one librarian attending, but not both because 
of  a town policy.  She was unable to produce 
a copy of  said policy.   Again, the conference 
was on a day that the library was closed and 
both librarians were off.

2. During this year’s budget process, First 
Selectwoman Richards objected to the num-
ber of  thank you cards being sent to the 
library’s donors and benefactors, and said 
she planned to cut the $136 postage line 
in the library’s budget.    When the library 
board’s draft minutes included a reference 
to this circumstance, First Selectwoman 

Richards didn’t want the minutes to be post-
ed, demanded an immediate rewrite, and 
said the library board’s minutes shouldn’t be 
so detailed (which, of  course, would be less 
informative).

3. Last fall, First Selectwoman Richards 
was asked if  a children’s story-walk could 
be installed on library grounds.    Not only 
did First Selectwoman Richards approve the 
project, but she also suggested it be installed 
in the town park adjacent to the library.  This 
project was realized through the time and 
talent freely given by volunteers, and the 
materials were generously donated by a local 
business and the school.    The project’s foot-
print was laid out along the brush-line so 
as not to impede town mowing.   Just before 
the official unveiling, First Selectwoman 
Richards threatened to have the entire sto-
ry-walk ripped out.

       Town employees, town volunteers and 
town residents deserve better.

Daniel Belanger
Eastford

Eastford deserves better than Deborah Richards

Sportsmanship

Some of 
the best 

memories 
are made 

in flip flops
Summer is in full swing, with every-

one walking around with a sun kissed 
glow. Apart from mild weather, lush 
green forests, swimmable rivers and 
lakes and beautiful flowers, there are 
significant health benefits to these sum-
mer months. 

Sunlight aids in regulating our sys-
tems. During the summer months, there 
is a reduced rate of  heart attacks. One 
study revealed that those who suffered 
a heart attack during the summer had 
survival rates increase by 19 percent. 
Vitamin D is said to play a role in pro-
tecting the heart as well as regulating 
calcium and phosphorus absorption. 

Individuals tend to eat lighter and 
healthier in the summer, consuming 
more fruits and vegetables, which boosts 
our immune system. Produce is in abun-
dance, whether it’s at the local farmer’s 
market or in our own back yards. Bring 
on the watermelon! The sun can also 
cure many skin issues, such as psoria-
sis, dermatitis and acne; however, this 
doesn’t mean we can skip the sunscreen. 

Summertime encourages us to get out 
and exercise. Getting the blood pump-
ing creates endorphins and initiates 
and improves the flow of  oxygen to the 
brain, which in turn lowers stress, and 
can aid in productivity in other areas 
of  our lives. The longer days also afford 
us zero excuse to get out and get it done. 

Because of  the warmer temperatures, 
we automatically increase our water 
intake. This promotes digestion and 
flushes the toxins from our bodies. 

Sleep disorders tend to fall by the 
wayside or improve during the summer 
due to the sun’s early morning exposure. 
Experts say getting sunshine between 7 
and 9 a.m. every morning will help you 
sleep better at night. 

Spending time with friends, family 
and community increases in the sum-
mer which is key to our mental health. 
During summer months there are 
more outdoor activities that bring folks 
together such as band concerts, farmer’s 
markets, campfires, which are all great 
places to catch up with our neighbors. 

Most people tend to go on vacation 
during the summer, reducing stress and 
burnout. More and more people are real-
izing just how important it is to take a 
breather. 

Summertime helps us to feel more 
footloose and fancy free. There is also 
an overall feeling of  relaxation and joy, 
over simple things like reading a book 
on the front porch, sipping sun tea or the 
smell of  fresh cut grass. 

The rivers flow wildly in the moun-
tains and the lakes remain calm for fish-
erman to drop a line and float about, let-
ting all cares melt away as the sunlight 
dances off  the small ripples and waves. 
Mountain summits are picture perfect 
with blue skies, white clouds, vibrant 
green trees with glistening rocks, often-
times creating scenes that don’t even 
look real. 

Take advantage of  the season and 
savor every moment. In the words of  
the great Henry James, “Summer after-
noon-summer afternoon; to me those 
have always been the two most beautiful 
words in the English language.” 

Communication board, memorial benches should be 
 reinstalled at Roseland Park

To the Editor:

In early 2023, I spearheaded a campaign to 
develop and install a communication board 
at the playground at Roseland Park.   This 
board allows children and adults with com-
plex communication needs to communicate 
with others by pointing to pictures.  Because 
of  generous monetary donations from the 
public, as well as Centreville Bank, we were 
able to install the board in the spring of  2023.  
We also raised enough money to install two 
memorial benches, one of  which was dedicat-
ed to a four-year-old member of  our commu-
nity who tragically passed away in her sleep.

In the fall of  2024, I was notified that the 
board had been taken down in order to protect 
it during park renovations.  As of  the writing 
of  this letter, the board and benches have still 
not been reinstalled, and no renovations have 
been done in that area.  Multiple emails to the 

Roseland Park Board of  Trustees asking for 
an update have gone unanswered. The new 
park caretaker has responded to me, but all 
she can tell me is that when, or if, the board 
will be reinstalled is up to the Trustees.

I have received numerous emails from peo-
ple whose children used the board asking 
what happened to it and when it will be 
reinstalled.  I wish I had an answer for them.  
These people donated to the fundraiser, and 
want to see the board they helped pay for be 
put back.   To the Board of  Trustees, please 
respect the wishes of  your community and 
put the board and benches back.   I would be 
happy to work with you to determine the best 
place to put them if  you would like to reach 
out to me.

Christina Cook
Woodstock

Frank G. Chilinski
President/Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

To the Editor:
The Trump administration is withholding 

billions in federal education funds allocated 
by Congress, and CT is among the casualties. 
According to Education Week, $5.7 million 
allocated for CT schools is being withheld. 
That’s money our towns desperately need.

 If  you’ve been to a town meeting, you know 
it’s an annual struggle to fund school budgets. 
Now imagine covering that gap without fed-
eral aid. Where will the money come from? 
Higher property taxes? Towns are already 
raising rates due to property reevaluations. 
Connecticut taxpayers are getting squeezed 
by housing costs, groceries, fuel, and now, 
potentially, new tax hikes to make up for bro-
ken federal promises. This is on top of  higher 
prices consumers are paying because of  tar-
iffs. For the average household in Windham 
County making a median income of  $72,068, 
this is a financial hit households can’t afford.

 The household pain doesn’t stop at schools.
  The One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) 

slashes Medicaid (HUSKY in CT) and 
food assistance (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP)). These pro-
grams support people already living below 
the poverty line.  Connecticut Voices for 
Children  estimates 156,000 residents are at 
risk of  losing their health coverage. Still oth-
ers will face higher co-pays.

  When these dreadful cuts take effect, 
where will the uninsured go when they need 
medical care? The emergency room if  it’s 
still open? Rural hospitals like Day Kimball 
Hospital depend heavily on federal Medicaid 
dollars. If  those funds dry up, closures are 
inevitable. It is an indisputable fact that the 
OBBBA will cause massive disruptions in 
health care.

 The OBBBA does promise $10 billion per 
year through 2030 to support rural hospitals, 
but according to Forbes, the math doesn’t add 

up. The fine print reveals it will be difficult 
for states to close budget gaps using common 
tools like provider taxes. The result? Less 
care, more closures, and higher pressure on 
the facilities that survive.

  Meanwhile, OBBBA delivers permanent 
tax cuts to the wealthy, and temporary scraps 
for everyone else. Low-income households 
will be hit hardest as they see their estimated 
$150 tax break wiped out by the loss of  health 
care and food assistance.

  The OBBBA also  includes work require-
ments for  Medicaid and for SNAP benefits 
which could disenroll millions across the 
country from both programs. Other tax pro-
visions, like deductions for seniors, tips, and 
overtime, are all set to expire within three to 
five years (when Trump’s term ends).

 This OBBBA is not just unfair, unjust, and 
corrupt, it’s expensive. The Congressional 
Budget Office says the bill adds $3.4 trillion to 
the debt over 10 years, while the Committee 
for a Responsible Federal Budget said it adds 
$4.1 trillion. The conservative Cato Institute 
puts the figure as high as $6 trillion. Even 
Elon Musk, the former head of  DOGE, calls 
the bill a “disgusting abomination”. It raises 
the debt ceiling by $5 trillion, pushing a huge 
tax burden onto future generations.

 What can we do?
  Make your voices heard locally, state-

wide, and nationally. What’s happening in 
Washington directly affects our towns, our 
schools, our health care, and our budgets. 
Speak up. Let your representatives know 
that policies that punish working families, 
cut school funding, and strip health care are 
unacceptable. Elections are coming up. Vote 
like your community depends on it, because 
it does.

 Lisa Arends
Brooklyn

The hard-knock life in Connecticut, compliments of the 
Trump administration!

NANCY WEISS



To the Editor:

Well, congratulations, all you GOP’ers. 
By your sitting on your butts and refus-
ing to show any courage, you’ve allowed 
legislation ensuring the destruction of  
the finest attempt at civilization human-
ity has ever seen.  I hope you’re proud 
that your prejudice, arrogance, igno-
rance and fear has succeeded in dis-
mantling the framework of  our republic 
instead of  sustaining and improving it.

One of  the most outrageous aspects 
of  the huge bill is the ICE budget is 
to be increased from $3 billion to $30 
billion immediately, and another $45 
billion to be added in 2029. That will be 
$75B being spent to impose dictator rule.  
Don’t try to convince anyone that this 
isn’t establishing a private army with 
no Congressional, legislative or judicial 
oversight or control.  This is exactly 
what was done in 1933 Germany. 

And don’t try to tell me that the cuts 
to Medicare and Medicaid aren’t going 
to kill a multitude of  people who have 
no other access to medical insurance.  
After all, we have evidence of  the 
Republican’s indifference to their kill-
ing people when Trump criminally mis-
managed the Covid epidemic without 
being held accountable.  He is directly 
responsible for the needless deaths of  
hundreds of  thousands by first refusing 
to recognize the epic proportions of  
the situation for five or six months and 
then telling us that injecting bleach is a 
cure.  To not hold Trump as a criminal 
is a crime in itself.  It’s called aiding and 
abetting or accomplice after the fact.  
The proof  is self  evident every day in 
the legitimate news.

Stephen Etzel
Putnam

To the Editor:
The absurdity that characteriz-

es America today seems largely lost 
on Americans but is crystal clear to 
the Canadians with whom I’ve visited 
recently. They are trying to understand 
how America has gone off  the rails. 
	 Consider how silly 
Americans look celebrating their rev-
olution to free themselves from King 
George III’s rule while their pres-
ident assumes autocratic powers. 
	 Or reconcile Trump’s desire 
to deport some American citizens who 
commit crimes and denaturalize oth-
ers when he is also a convicted felon. 
	 Or can it be more absurd than 
the president of  the United States tar-
geting universities for allegedly not 
combating antisemitism while calling 
bankers “Shylocks” and entertaining 
white supremacists at his Florida home? 
	 Or how about starting a trade 
war to purportedly bring manufacturing 

jobs back to America when 80 percent 
of  Americans don’t want those jobs? 
	 The idea, constantly voiced 
by Trump and commonly accepted by 
white Americans, that they are some-
how the victims of  minorities, ille-
gal aliens, and other disadvantaged 
groups is the height of  absurdity. 
MAGA is a victim when they control 
all three branches of  government? 
	 And, just try to fathom 
how a president could claim to 
target alleged rapists for depor-
tation when he, himself, is a rapist. 
	 The absurdity of  America’s 
self-delusion and self-destruction is 
apparent to those north of  the border 
but somehow not to enough of  us. That’s 
inconsistent with reason and sound 
judgment, qualities that once character-
ized the United States.

Billy G. Taylor 
	 Killingly

=To the Editor:
(And now, to quote Monty Python’s 

Flying Circus: “And now for some-
thing completely different.”)  Yes, I’m a 
Republican; however, there are several 
Democrats that I’ve come to know, like 
and have to show respect for.  

Let’s start with Thompson Selectman, 
Ken Beausoleil.   He’s a friend and I’m 
satisfied with having him in the mix.  
When I had an issue with that “pellet 
guy,” he listened to my concern, gave his 
advice, and though he didn’t have that 
“magic wand” to do much more, I was 
able to realize and accept that.  When he 
was running for re-election, he’d always 
come knocking on my door and that’s 
something I appreciated.  (And besides, 
he likes my band.)   Aileen Witkowski 
has been a personal friend for over 
50 years now, and I commend her for 
the  work she does for our  town.   (And 
by the way, my friendship with her 
and family members dates well before 
our  now occasional meetings at the 
Town Hall.)

      I was also friends with Mr. Danny 
Rovero, and when I’d see him at the St. 
Joe’s Funfest we’d have a pleasant, non-
political conversation and he’d always 
give me the thumbs-up while my band 
was playing there.   When I had a prob-
lem with an LLC, Mr. Rovero connected 
me to Richard Blumenthal’s office and 
an attorney (and her escort) was sent to 
Danielson to represent me in court, and 
on that day I witnessed a different side 
of  our judicial process.  While there, we 
went into a private room and the court 
officers stood up when we walked in, 
they called me “Sir” and asked if  there 
was anything that I needed.   My case 
was quickly heard and I was awarded 
judgment.  (Yes, I did offer to buy lunch, 
but the offer was respectfully declined.) 
And in addition to being most grateful 
for Mr. Rovero’s help, I also have to 
give Mr. Blumenthal, and of  course that 

attorney, my gratitude and respect.
    Does anybody know who Mr. Suad 

Anwar is?   In addition to represent-
ing Connecticut’s Third District in the 
State Senate, he is also my allergy doc-
tor and a man whom I respect and 
like.   It was reported that Mr. Anwar 
was visiting Iraq on a “personal visit” 
when airstrikes from Israel targeting 
Iran prompted airspace closures, and 
as a result he was stranded there and 
thankfully he is now back home and 
safe. When I first heard that news on 
a social media site, I mentioned that 
I was a republican and expressed my 
concern for his wellbeing.  However, in 
addition to seeing a bunch of  negative 
comments about him and about why he 
was even there, I received flak from a 
person who said that “he is not on our 
side.”  (Imagine that, me taking flak for 
defending a democrat politician, and 
how dare I put his party  affiliation, or 
his political choices aside for even a 
moment and instead give my best wish-
es for a friend?)  Now for the kicker, my 
wife recently visited a local business, 
and when asked what her name was, she 
said DeLuca, and the reply she received 
was do you know Ed DeLuca?  My wife 
said yes, he’s my husband, and that was 
(basically) met with “he’s from the other 
side.”   Go figure!

      Yes kids, that “other side” exists, 
but then maybe - and even if  it’s just for 
a moment - you can also find the good 
in it.

Ed DeLuca
North Grosvenordale
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 American stain
To the Editor:

   I recently listened to a spoken word 
essay on YouTube by American pro-
fessor, public intellectual and activist 
Noam Chomsky. It was 24 minutes long, 
and titled “The Harsh Truth About 
Trump.” Even though he brilliant-
ly encapsulated all the reasons why 
Trump supporters may have voted for 
him, it did not negate the fact that the 
danger our country now faces can be 
attributed to those very votes. What it 
does say pierces the vail about who and 
what Trump, and ourselves on both 
sides, really are.

   When I went back to replay it for my 
wife the following day, what I found was 
a video with the same title, but 40 min-
utes long. It delved even deeper into the 
mystery of  how and why Trump rose to 
where he is now. 

     To Mr. Chomsky’s rationale, it 
seems the situations that millions of  
Americans found themselves in is what 
led them to this so-called savior. Even 
presented with clarity, it is still hard 
for me to fathom. Like the presentation 
suggests, “must watch.” 

   Just like so many, I have lived my life 
as an ordinary man who kept his head 
down and worked hard for a living. My 
wife and I have earned everything we 
have. The thought of  Trump as some 
sort of  saving hero is repulsive to me.

     Want more reality? Watch Mr. 
Chomsky’s essay “How Trump’s Mega 
Bill Will Affect Americans.” It tells the 
sordid tale of  how this bill was con-
structed with the aid of  a fair share of  
lawyers and lobbyists. Trump probably 
doesn’t even know a fraction of  what 
it contains, just as long as it meets his 
standard of  cruelty. 

     You want apathy? A recent 
Washington Post/ Ipsos poll reports 
one third of  those polled had little or 
no opinion of  the bill, while two thirds 
knew nothing about it! You know I hate 
polls, but there it is.

     And you may have thought the 
government left you by the wayside 
before? In 2027, you will experience real 
abandonment. 

   How about some sleight of  hand: Do 
you realize that all those infamous cuts 
to the public welfare (take from the poor, 
give to the rich- the Republican credo) 
only go into effect after the 2026 mid-
term elections? Yeah, Happy New Year 
from the Republicans who are counting 
on you to forget who is responsible for 
this assault. The Democrats had better 
keep pounding out the names of  every 
rep, senator and House member who 

voted for this. 
It was said that some of  their own 

constituents may die, but Rep. Jodi 
Ernst reminds us that “We all have to 
die some time.” Those who don’t will 
take heart with Rep. Mitch McConnell’s 
advice, “They’ll get over it.” 

  The provision to eliminate judicial 
contempt orders may or may not have 
made it through. If  it did there will be 
no stopping Orange Putin now. 

     There were estimates (take your 
pick) of  between $75 and $100 billion 
or more for ICE, making it the larg-
est Federal Law Enforcement Agency 
in history. Wannabe cops will be lin-
ing up so they can play dress up and 
crack some heads. 

     MAGA Rep Marsha Blackburn is 
reportedly in the process of  introduc-
ing legislation that will punish any-
one revealing the identity of  a masked 
ICE Gestapo with 5 years in prison. 
Especially the agents wearing night 
vision goggles on airplanes.

     Russian dissident Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn was sent to a gulag for 
anti-Soviet propaganda during the 
Stalin regime. Maybe Trump had that 
in mind when he ordered “Ninotchka” 
Noem (I love it) to erect what is now 
being called “Alligator Alcatraz” in the 
Florida Everglades. Let’s see how that 
stands up to a Category 4. Trump joked 
about how an immigrant escapee would 
perhaps have a 1 percent chance with 
the gators. The President of  our coun-
try talks like that. 

   The beacon of  hope that once shone 
forth into the world is slowly being 
extinguished.

     Jesus of  Nazareth constantly 
preached the virtues of  truth and dig-
nity. I believe His voice is in the words 
composed by Noam Chomsky, even if  
the voice you will hear in the videos is 
computerized. Please listen. As bleak as 
our near future seams, he repeats not to 
give up hope nor the fight.

     Trump lied his way into the pres-
idency and now has total control of  
Washington, the Congress, and the 
Supreme Court, but not of  all of  us. 

     Recall the Revolution, Civil War, 
Suffrage, Civil Rights. This country 
has endured much in its short histo-
ry because of  beliefs. Trump cannot 
endure, but his stain on our history 
will.

     Trump won on the backs of  the 
working class. Those who voted for him 
were all betrayed.

   Rick Rocheleau
   Danielson

To the Editor:
Is it the Liberals’ turn to support free 

markets and being able to buy whatever 
the heck you want?

I thought we were past the rest of  this 
noodling with tariffs nonsense now that 
we’re past the 4th of  July.   So did Wall 
Street as we’ve seen with the recovery 
of  the index funds while trade deals 
were inked and the uncertainty that 
freaks out the markets was dealt with.  
With Trump, however, the chaos is the 
point.

Now he’s picking tariff  fights with 
Japan and South Korea.   Really?   Our 
allies?   We only helped Japan rebuild 
from the rubble after World War II.  
Japan’s one of  the reasons why anyone 
in our country thinks we can win at 
nation-building.   Then there’s South 
Korea, keeping the despots in the North 
at bay for over a half  century while 
blossoming into a democratic ally and a 

tech partner.
I don’t know.  Should I enrich the lives 

of  Communists if  we give China and 
Vietnam a better deal?

Sometimes, based on logistics and tal-
ent, we’ll see certain products, services, 
and industries flourish in certain parts 
of  the world other than around here.  If  
we truly believe in Capitalism, should 
we really punish our democratic allies 
for succeeding at something we suppos-
edly value?

I’m not going to apologize for lik-
ing Samsung phones and TVs or being 
curious about LG air conditioners after 
years of  GEs.  I’m also not going to apol-
ogize for anything else I happen to like 
from other parts of  The Free World.

It’s my money.  I worked to get it.  Get 
the government out of  my way and let 
me actually enjoy the fruits of  my labor.

Jay Gerhart 
Putnam

To the Editor:
I attended the East Woodstock July 

Fourth Jamboree, an event skillfully 
modeled on celebrations of  a century 
ago, with children’s games, hot dogs 
and strawberry short cake, music in 
the gazebo from local musicians and 
a parade led by our veterans and the 
fine East Woodstock Cornet Band, with 
antique cars, fire engines and kids on 
decorated bicycles.  It’s a short trip 
around the common so we go around 
three times. 

I’ve often appeared there as Uncle Sam 
on 30-inch stilts with 60-inch inseam 
striped pants.  Stilts aren’t difficult, 
even for this 78-year-old.  I just take a 
step in the direction I’m falling, trying 
to do it in cadence so it looks like I’m 
dancing rather than staggering.  It’s a 
perfect metaphor for how I’ve tried to 
live.  

My worst fear is losing my white, 
glued-on chin beard to the heat and 
sweat of  the day.

The most perilous part is reaching 
way down with my white-gloves to 
shake the reaching hand of  a six-year-
old while thanking them for choosing 
to wear Uncle Sam’s favorite colors: red, 
white and blue.

“Happy Independence Day,” I say.
Thinking to find a few words or a 

phrase to speak to reference the actual 
document that we celebrate on July 4, I 
went back through the 1,300 words of  the 
original Declaration Of  Independence, 
the document that states - famously - at 
the beginning of  the second paragraph: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal and 
Endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights - among these are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of  happi-

ness.”
 What I found further on made me 

angry and sad.  It’s a document of  out-
rage and specific complaints for the 
ways King George III had treated his 
subjects in his colonies.  Many of  those 
kingly offenses are much like the ones 
Donald is visiting on us in his second 
reign.  Do any of  the following sound 
like the authoritarian playbook we have 
experienced the past few months?

“He (King George III) has endeav-
ored to prevent the population of  these 
states:  for that purpose obstructing the 
laws for naturalization of  foreigners: 
refusing to pass laws to encourage their 
migrations hither….

He has made judges dependent on 
his will alone, for the tenure of  their 
offices….

He has erected a multitude of  new 
offices and sent hither swarms of  offi-
cers to harass our people and eat out 
their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of  
peace, standing armies, without the con-
sent of  our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military 
independent of  and superior to the civil 
power.

…for cutting off  our trade with all 
parts of  the world…

…for depriving us, in many cases of  
the benefits of  trial by jury…

…for taking away our charters, abol-
ishing our most valuable laws and alter-
ing fundamentally the forms of  our 
governments.”

These are some of  the ways kings 
have controlled their subjects, but we 
are not subjects, not yet.

G. Leslie Sweetnam
Woodstock

We are not subjects yet

Let us buy stuff, Trump

Congratulations, GOP

Absurdity

Finding the good in “the other side”

We’d Love 
To Hear 

From You!

What’s On 
Your Mind? 
We’d Like 
to Know. 

Email us your 
thoughts to:
brendan@

villager
newspapers.com

Email
Us!

For Advertising Information
Call 860-928-1818 Ext. 326

email: mikaela@
villagernewspapers.com
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More Ridiculously Great Info!
•  Get new windows and doors now and pay NOTHING until  

January 2027. Zero! Zilch! Nada! 
•   Our Design Consultants, measure techs, Certified Master Installers  

and customer service staff are all local and ready to serve you!
•  We have the most 5-star reviews among leading full-service  

window replacement companies.*

•  You get much more than just an exceptional product and service.  
We also provide the Nation’s Best Warranty!†

1Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 6 or more windows and/or 2 or more entry or patio doors. $600 off windows and $1,500 off doors discount valid during first appointment only. Cannot be combined with other 
offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 7/31/25 with the purchase then occurring on or before 8/10/25. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but 
not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Southern New England Windows, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Southern New England. CT HIC.0634555. MA 
173245. RI 36079. All residents of islands will be subject to an island surcharge. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2025 Andersen Corporation. ©2025 Lead Surge LLC. All rights 
reserved.  *Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com. †It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that 
meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and 
no maintenance requirement. Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. 
2Plan 4531. Subject to credit approval. Rates range from 13.63% - 19.90% APR (interest rates range from 15.99% - 24.99%). Loan amount and rate will vary based on your income and creditworthiness. Monthly payments are 
not required during the Promo Period. Loans for the GreenSky® consumer loan program are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC, NMLS #408043, without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, 
or familial status. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of your lender, NMLS #1416362. www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. GreenSky® is a registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC and is licensed to banks and other 
financial institutions for their use in connection with that consumer loan program. GreenSky Servicing, LLC is a financial technology company that manages the GreenSky® consumer loan program by providing origination and 
servicing support to banks and other financial institutions that make or hold program loans. GreenSky, LLC and GreenSky Servicing, LLC are not lenders. All credit decisions and loan terms are determined by program lenders.

Evening and weekend appointments available!

����������
RIDICULOUSLY 

WINDOWS & DOORS

��������

959-456-0067

Buy now, 

pay down 

the line!

Interest is billed during promo period but will be waived if the amount financed is paid in full before 18-month promo period expires.

Sale ends July 31

��
on every window1

on every door1

SAVE $600

SAVE $1,500

NO 

NO 

NO 

money 
down

payments

interest

if paid 
in full

for 18  
months2
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WOODSTOCK — The East Woodstock Congregational 
Church marked the 4th of  July as they always do, with 
the annual East Woodstock Fourth of  July Jamboree 
bringing countless guests to the church’s grounds for 
a day of  fun, music, food, and fellowship. The annual 
even is a staple of  Independence Day in the Quiet 
Corner offering many longstanding traditions includ-
ing a book sale, strawberry shortcake, and the Attic 
Treasures sale inside the church itself. The event is 
not only an opportunity for the church to welcome 
the community to its grounds, but also a chance to 
the community at large to celebrate the most patriotic 
holiday of  the year.

East Woodstock Congregational 
Church hosts annual Jamboree

Jason Bleau

The annual book sale accompanying the Jamboree is always a popular draw. It’s one of many 
“sale” elements of the day-long event.

Sarah Jo Burke was the first of many musical acts to entertain the crowd on the 4th of July.

Local kids came together for a childhood classic, the parachute, in the children’s activities 
section of the Jamboree.

Volunteers serve up a popular lunch time treat, walking tacos, for waiting customers. The patriotic silent auction included a variety of American classics including a rocking horse, 
picnic set, and more.

A group of patriotic youngsters prepare to explore the grounds of the East Woodstock 
Congregational Church during the annual Jamboree.

One of the most popular elements of the Fourth of July Jamboree is the Attic Treasures event 
inside the East Woodstock Congregational Church. Everything from toys to antiques, books, 
furniture and more was for sale as guests sought a new conversation piece.

The dessert of the day, strawberry shortcake, was served up fresh by volunteers on demand.

AT LEFT:
Visitors to the Fourth of July 
Jamboree stake their claim 
on the church’s grounds to 
watch the many musical acts 
that accompanied the fes-
tivities.
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BY CLAUDETTE STOCKWELL
DIRECTOR

KILLINGLY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Summer break is a time 
for relaxation, adventure, 
and fun—but for many 
students, it can also lead 
to a setback in learn-
ing. This phenomenon, 

known as the “summer 
slide,” happens when stu-
dents lose academic prog-
ress simply because they 
aren’t engaging in edu-
cational activities. What 
is one of  the best ways 
to prevent this learning 
loss? Reading. 

Reading over the sum-

mer helps students retain 
and strengthen their lit-
eracy skills, ensuring 
they return to school 
ready to build on their 
knowledge instead of  
struggling to catch up. 
Studies have shown that 
students who read consis-
tently during their time 
off  from school maintain 
or even improve their 
reading comprehension, 
vocabulary, and critical 
thinking skills. 

Beyond academics, 
reading fosters curiosi-
ty, creativity, and a life-

long love of  learning. 
Whether students choose 
novels, graphic novels, 
nonfiction books, or even 
magazines, every reading 
experience exposes them 
to new ideas, cultures, 
and perspectives. It also 
keeps their minds active, 
preventing the regres-
sion that comes with 
inactivity. 

So, whether it’s a trip 
to the library, an audio-
book during a road trip, 
or a quiet moment with 
a favorite book before 
bed, reading is the key to 

keeping minds sharp and 
ready for the new school 
year ahead. 

The library is buzzing 
with an array of  excit-
ing programs designed 
to engage and inspire 
people of  all ages from 
story times to book clubs, 
crafting sessions, vir-
tual author talks, and 
much more. Our spe-
cial July events include 
Sport Stacking Fun with 
Special Guest, Glen 
Costello, Speed Stacks 
Ambassador of  CT on 
Tuesday, July 15, uncov-

er the secrets of  forest 
life by exploring real ani-
mal clues at our Goodwin 
Forest Wildlife Program 
on Thursday, July 17, and 
you won’t want to miss 
Creative Hooping Games 
with Special Guest, Judi 
Jones, on Thursday, July 
24. Connect with us at 25 
Westcott Rd., Killingly, 
online at killinglypl.
org, or call 860-779-5383. 
A heartfelt thank you to 
the Friends of  Killingly 
Public Library for their 
support of  our summer 
reading program.

Summer Reading 
2025 continues 

BY JARED JACAVONE
DIRECTOR

THOMPSON PUBLIC LIBRARY

            It is July, and we are at the height of  summer! 
Barbecues, beach days, and ice cream for these hot 
days are in full swing. At the Thompson Public Library, 
we are at the midway point of  our Summer Reading 
Program, and we still have many awesome events com-
ing up this month. You will not want to miss out!

                       With over 150 children signed up for the 
Summer Reading Challenge, we are excited to see 
how many books our youngest patrons have read this 
summer. If  you have not already signed up for the 
Summer Reading Challenge, the last chance to regis-
ter and receive your reading log is July 14. Prizes for 
completing the Summer Reading Challenge include a 
free book, toys from Floyd’s treasure trove, a free ice 
cream from Bogey’s, and a free doughnut from Dunkin’ 
Donuts. In order to receive your prizes at the Summer 
Reading Dragon Party on July 31, make sure to submit 
your reading log by Monday, July 28. 

            This upcoming week promises to be exciting 
for all ages as Xen’s Critters will visit the Library with 
some furry friends, patrons can make some cool slush-
ies for Make It Monday, and our teens can stick around 
for the After Hours Library Lock-in with games and 
exciting activities. See below our full list of  events for 
this week:

Make it Monday- DIY Lemonade Slushies on Monday, 
July 14 from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., open to all ages

Summer Stories- Tuesday, July 15 at 10:30 a.m., for 
ages five and under

Crafternoon- Tuesday, July 15 from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., open to all ages

Roll and Play Campaign- Wednesday, July 16 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., ages 12 to 17

Summer Stories- Thursday, July 17 at 10:30 a.m., for 
ages five and under

Stay and Play- Thursday, July 17 after Summer 
Stories, for ages five and under

Read to Me with Xen’s Critters- Thursday, July 17 at 
6 p.m., open to all ages

Family Movie Matinee with Free Popcorn- Friday, 
July 18 at 2:30 p.m., open to all ages

After Hours Library Lock-in- Friday, July 18 from 5 
to 6:30 p.m., open to ages 12 to 17

Here is the hint for our Family Movie Matinee: 
this film is based on a best-selling children’s chapter 
book that follows an artificial being that learns to get 
in touch with the natural environment. Have a great 
week, and we hope to see you at the Library!

Why reading is essential to prevent the Summer Slide 

Make every dining 
experience fun and fla-
vorful by including gar-
den fresh herbs, vegeta-
bles and flowers in your 
meals. Allowing guests to 
harvest and season their 
drinks, entrees and sides 
from the garden or con-
tainer creates an interac-
tive experience they are 
sure to remember.

  Start your gathering 
with a review of  the menu 
and a tour of  the gardens. 
Provide guests with a har-
vest basket and snips so 
they can collect all their 
favorite ingredients. Or 
gather an assortment of  
herbs and vegetables in 
advance and display them 
in containers for your 
family and guests to make 

their own selections.
  Include a few herbs 

and vegetables that can 
be blended, muddled or 
added to yours and your 
guests’ favorite beverage.  
Use the hollow stems 
of  lovage as a straw for 
tomato juice or bloody 
Mary.   You’ll enjoy the 
celery flavor this edible 
straw provides. Provide 
mint, basil or rosemary 
leaves to flavor iced tea 
and lemonade. Just set the 
herbs near the beverage 
table for easy access, pro-
vide needed utensils, and 
herbal cocktail recipes.  

Bring the garden to the 
party by placing a few 
containers of   herbs, edi-
ble flowers and vegetables 
on your balcony, patio, 
deck or near the grill.  
Use small herb contain-
ers as edible centerpieces 
and add a pair of  garden 
scissors or snips. Label 
the plants, offer season-
ing suggestions, and allow 

your family and guests to 
season the meal to their 
taste when it arrives. 
Remind guests to adjust 
the quantity of  herbs 
used to allow for the dif-
ference in flavor intensity 
of  fresh vs. dried herbs. In 
general, you will need two 
to three times more fresh 
than dried herbs.  

Add a bit of  color and 
unique flavor to the meal 
with edible flowers.   Pick 
the flowers early in the 
day when they are at their 
peak and taste best. Wash 
them by dipping the flow-
er in a bowl of  water and 
gently shaking. Remove 
the bitter tasting base of  
the petal and the repro-
ductive parts from larger 
flowers before preparing. 

  Make sure the flowers 
you select are edible and 
free of  pesticides. Let 
your guests know they 
can eat the flowers, or 
you’ll end up with a pile 
of  petals on the side of  

every plate. Try 
nasturtium and 
daylily blossoms 
stuffed with cream 
cheese; calendula, 
pansy, and borage 
petals sprinkled on salad; 
chive flowers for baked 
potatoes; and mint leaves 
on top of  a slice of  choco-
late cake. 

    Harvest your garden 
and containers regular-
ly to keep plants looking 
good and producing. Cut 
the outer leaves of  leaf  
lettuce when they are four 
to six inches tall to keep 
the plant growing new 
leaves.   Pick peppers and 
tomatoes when fully ripe, 
so the plant continues 
flowering and forming 
new fruit. Remove faded 
flowers as needed to keep 
flowering plants covered 
with blooms. 

Dress up your table with 
a bouquet of  your favorite 
garden flowers. Pick a few 
extras to send home with 

your guests and they’ll 
surely remember your 
special gathering filled 
with homegrown flavor 
and beauty.  

Melinda Myers has 
written more than 
20 gardening books, 
including the  Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She 
hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” 
instant video series  and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment  radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  mag-
azine and her Web site 
is  www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Bring the garden to your next gathering

Melinda Myers

Edible nasturtium blossoms brighten up this salad.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

We’ve neared the 
top of  our top 10 
list with number 
2 today, which is 
estate jewelry, gold, 
diamonds, gold 
watches. 

I’ll start by dis-
cussing estate jew-
elry, vintage and 
antique jewelry. 
Estate jewelry is 
generally meant 
to be any jewelry 
that was previously 
owned regardless 
of  age. Antique 
jewelry uses the 
same timeframe as 
most antiques, that they 
must be 100 years or older. 
Some consider any jewel-
ry less than 100 years old 
to be vintage. Others say 
it must be at least 50 years 
old while others consider 
20- or 30-year-old jewel-
ry to be vintage. Some 
nicely designed, scarce, 

signed cos-
tume jewelry 
brooches have 
sold in the low 
thousands of  
dollars but I’ll 
be discussing 
jewelry with 
precious met-
als and gem-
stones in this 
column.

As with 
coins, the gold 
or platinum is 
worth at least 
the scrap value 
of  the metals. 
Platinum jew-

elry is typically 85 to 95 
percent platinum with 
the rest being alloys. The 
platinum price is around 
$1,400 per ounce as of  
July 5. With gold, the 
number of  karats indi-
cates is purity. 10k gold is 
41.7 percent gold, 14k is 
58.3 percent gold, 18k is 

75 percent gold, and 24k 
is 99.9 percent (or nearly 
pure gold). Gold price is 
well over double the price 
of  platinum as I write 
this at $3,346.50. 

While gold and plat-
inum prices are strong, 
diamond prices have been 
declining. Reasons being 
cited are fewer weddings, 
less demand for luxury 
goods, and lower demand 
in China. The biggest rea-
son for the decline though 
is the decreased price 
of  lab-grown diamonds. 
Reports show lab grown 
diamonds have dropped 
in price between 75 and 
85 percent over a 10-year 
period. 

There are several fac-
tors to consider if  you are 
selling precious metals or 
diamonds. Most of  us are 
familiar with the 4 Cs of  
diamonds; cut, clarity, 
color and carat weight. 

The size, weight, age, 
percentage of  gold, and 
design all play a factor in 
gold jewelry value.

Auction has proven to 
be a great method to sell 
gold jewelry, watches, and 
other valuables, especial-
ly when you are unsure 
of  its value. In 2021, we 
sold a Rolex Oyster per-
petual wristwatch with 
box for $3,600. Last year 
we auctioned an antique 
14K gold necklace with 
three black opals and two 
mine cut diamonds for 
over $11,000. In October 
2024, an 18K gold Tiffany 
& Co. necklace with 
green tourmaline stones 
brought $27,600 in one of  
our auctions. In 2016 we 
sold a three and a half  
carat diamond ring for 
$30,000.

Although diamonds 
may have lost a little 
of  their sparkle, gold is 

shining brighter than 
ever making fine jewelry 
prices remain strong. 

We will be offering gold 
jewelry, some with dia-
monds, in our fall/winter 
sale. We continue to work 
on a Civil War auction, 
Laurel and Hardy mem-
orabilia auction, and will 
be announcing another 
major auction soon. We 
also continue to accept 
consignments for future 
sales. Please visit our 
Web site, https://central-
massauctions.com, for 
links to upcoming events. 

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction 
information at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions and 
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

Estate jewelry, gold, diamonds, and gold watches

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

Everybody has 
dreams they wish 
they could accom-
plish. It could be to 
find the perfect job, 
an ideal partner, or 
a beautiful home. 
Launching a busi-
ness, scoring the 
game-winning shot, or 
maybe even standing on 
stage with the crowd roar-
ing. Dreams are a part 
of  being human, and we 
all know there’s a big dif-
ference between dream-
ing and doing. Between 
wishful thinking and 
what Napoleon Hill called 
“Applied Faith.” 

He thought that most 
people have a passive 
hope when it comes to 
their dreams. They wish 
for better circumstances 
but never move toward 
them. They believe, sort 
of—but they don’t demon-
strate that belief  by tak-
ing action. It’s like saying 
you trust the parachute 
but still refusing to jump.

Those who achieve 
extraordinary results 
don’t just wish—they 
move. They practice 
applied faith. That means 
they believe so strong-
ly in the outcome that 
they start living like it’s 
already on the way. That 
kind of  faith doesn’t sit 
still. It works.

Hill thought that 
applied faith is not some-
thing you have or don’t 
have; it’s something you 
grow, like a muscle. So, 

how do you devel-
op applied faith?

It starts here: 
have absolute 
belief  in your defi-
nite purpose. Not 
a vague hope but 
a precise, focused 
goal that sets your 

soul on fire. Once you 
lock in a purpose that 
you’re passionate about, 
you’ll find it much easi-
er to take the following 
steps. 

Build a plan. Faith 
needs a blueprint. It 
requires a calendar, a 
checklist, and a schedule. 
Applied faith isn’t just 
saying, “I know it’ll hap-
pen”—it’s saying, “Here’s 
how I’m making it hap-
pen.” Even small steps 
become acts of  faith. 
Faith without a plan is 
just fantasy, but faith 
with a plan—that’s how 
dreams take form.

Next, you need to take 
immediate action despite 
uncertainties. Waiting 
for the perfect moment 
is wishful thinking 
because that moment 
never arrives. Move for-
ward while the path is 
still foggy. Every step 
you take—even the wob-
bly ones—sends a mes-
sage that you’re serious. 
Courage isn’t the absence 
of  uncertainty; it’s the 
decision to act despite 
uncertainty. 

You’re going to suffer 
defeats and setbacks, but 
even when the storm 

hits, keep going. That’s 
when the real test shows 
up—not when every-
thing’s smooth, but when 
your plans hit a wall 
when doors close, and 
when nothing seems to 
be working. Most people 
quit there. But applied 
faith says, “This is just 
part of  the process.” It 
doesn’t crumble under 
pressure—it doubles 
down. 

Temporary defeat isn’t 
a failure. It’s feedback. 
It’s training. It’s proof  
that you’re on the field. 
Stay in the game, and 
your breakthrough will 
come.

It’s crucial to surround 
yourself  with believers 
and supporters. Faith 
multiplies in the pres-
ence of  people who see 
your vision, even when 
it’s just a seed. You don’t 
need a crowd, just a few 
who remind you of  your 
capabilities. Doubters 
drain you. But believers? 
They lift you. Applied 
faith grows stronger in 
the company of  good peo-
ple.

Faith needs fuel. Read 
scripture or uplifting 
books. Watch videos of  
people who’ve walked 
through fire and come 
out shining. Listen to 
podcasts that keep the 
fire burning inside. Put 
quotes on your bathroom 
mirror. Fill your space 
with reminders that 
your dream is on the way. 

When doubt knocks, let 
inspiration answer the 
door.

Express gratitude 
as if  success is already 
yours. Speak it out loud—
daily, confidently—as if  
the breakthrough has 
already happened. Say 
things like, “I’m so thank-
ful for the opportunities 
lining up for me right 
now,” or “It feels so good 
to be living in alignment 
with my calling.” Begin 
each morning with, 
“Thank you for letting me 
achieve my dream.” 

Gratitude doesn’t wait 
for results—it calls them 
forward.

When you apply faith 
directly, something pow-
erful happens—doubt dis-
appears. Fear dissolves 
and transforms into cour-
age. And the obstacles? 
They start to look like 
stepping stones. 

Applied faith doesn’t 
sit around hoping things 
work out. It expects suc-
cess and plans according-
ly. It’s not blind optimism; 
it’s belief  with a back-
bone.

The next time you 
catch yourself  dreaming, 
turn that vision into a 
plan. Turn that plan into 
action. And back it all 
with unshakable faith—
not the kind that waits 
for a miracle, but the kind 
that moves like the mira-
cle’s already on its way.

Applied Faith

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Call or Text (508)764-7415
www.Cormiers.com

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

Free jewelry inspection!
Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

Jewelry appraisals!
We buy gold!

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947.

42 Central St. Southbridge

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

We’ve just passed the 
midpoint of  2025 – the 
perfect time to pause and 
evaluate your finances. 
Just as you might sched-
ule regular health check-
ups, your financial plan 
deserves the same atten-
tion. This year’s midyear 
checkup is particular-
ly important given the 
evolving economic land-
scape, potential changes 
to tax laws, and continued 
market volatility. 

Adjusting financial 
goals based on perfor-
mance and life changes

Your financial plan 
should evolve as your life 
circumstances change 
and as you gain clarity 
about what’s most import-
ant to you. Review how 
your investments have 
performed relative to your 
expectations and bench-
marks. If  performance 
has been stronger than 
anticipated, you might 
be ahead of  schedule for 
certain goals. Conversely, 
if  returns have been dis-
appointing, you may need 
to adjust savings rates or 
timelines.

Midyear is an excellent 
time to evaluate whether 
significant life changes 
warrant adjustments to 
your financial strategy. 
Some things to consid-
er include career devel-
opments or job changes; 
family changes like mar-
riages, births, or children 
leaving home; health 
considerations or insur-

ance needs; real 
estate purchases or 
moves; inheritance 
or unexpected 
windfalls

Along the same 
lines, adjusting 
your finances also 
requires a look at 
your goals. Life is 
about tradeoffs, 
and your financial 
plan should reflect 
your current pri-
orities. Regular 
reviews ensure your 
money is working toward 
what matters most to you 
now, not six months, one 
year, or three years ago.

Tax planning is anoth-
er big reason why a mid-
year financial review is 
so critical. With potential 
TCJA changes looming, 
tax planning has become 
more important than ever. 
You should also Review 
your taxable accounts 
for opportunities for “tax 
loss harvesting,” which is 
a strategy that allows you 
to realize losses in order 
to offset gains and reduce 
tax liability. You may also 
want to consider bunch-
ing charitable contribu-
tions to maximize item-
ized deductions or using 
appreciated securities to 
avoid capital gains.

Finally, revisit and 
review your retirement 
accounts. With uncertain-
ty about future tax rates, 
converting traditional 
IRA funds to Roth IRAs 
while rates remain rela-

tively low could 
provide long-
term benefits.

Finding your 
optimal asset 
allocation

Your asset 
allocation—the 
mix of  stocks, 
bonds, and 
other invest-
ments—is an 
i m p o r t a n t 
deter minant 
of  your long-

term investment returns. 
While rules of  thumb pro-
vide a starting point, your 
optimal allocation should 
consider multiple factors:

Risk tolerance: How 
would you feel if  your 
portfolio dropped 20% in 
a year?

Time horizon: When do 
you need to access these 
funds?

Income stability: Is 
your job secure, or do you 
need more conservative 
investments?

Goals and priorities: 
Are you saving for retire-
ment, college, or other 
specific objectives?

Your strategic alloca-
tion is your long-term 
target based on your fun-
damental circumstances, 
while tactical allocation 
involves making short-
term adjustments based 
on market conditions.

Why portfolio rebalanc-
ing matters more than 
ever

Portfolio rebalancing 
involves periodically 

adjusting your portfolio 
back to your target asset 
allocation by selling 
investments that have 
performed well and buy-
ing those that have under-
performed. This disci-
plined approach forces 
you to “sell high and buy 
low”—the golden rule of  
investing.

The first half  of  2025 
has brought unique chal-
lenges with ongoing dis-
cussions about Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act (TCJA) pro-
visions set to expire at 
year-end, Federal Reserve 
policy adjustments, and 
geopolitical uncertain-
ties. Maintaining prop-
er portfolio balance has 
become more critical 
than ever.

Why rebalancing works
When one asset class 

significantly outperforms 
others, it becomes a larg-
er percentage of  your 
portfolio than original-
ly intended, potentially 
exposing you to more 
risk than you’re comfort-
able with. For example, 
if  stocks have performed 
exceptionally well, they 
might now represent 80 
percent of  your portfolio 
instead of  your target 
60 percent. Rebalancing 
would involve selling 
some stocks and purchas-
ing bonds to return to 
your strategic allocation.

Rebalancing requires 
discipline because it often 
feels counterintuitive—
it’s human nature to want 

to hold onto winning 
investments. However, 
this emotional approach 
often leads to buying high 
and selling low.

Moving forward with 
confidence

A thorough midyear 
financial checkup pro-
vides the foundation for 
making informed deci-
sions during the second 
half  of  2025. By rebalanc-
ing your portfolio, opti-
mizing your asset alloca-
tion, and adjusting your 
goals based on current 
circumstances, you can 
enter the remainder of  
the year with confidence.

Remember, successful 
financial planning isn’t 
about perfection—it’s 
about making consistent, 
strategic adjustments 
that keep you moving 
toward your long-term 
objectives.

At WHZ Strategic 
Wealth Advisors, our 
“Plan Well. Invest Well. 
Live Well.™” process 
includes regular portfo-
lio reviews and strategic 
adjustments to keep you 
on track toward your 
goals. We’re committed to 
being your partner every 
step of  the way – that’s 
how we work to deliver on 
our promise to help pro-
vide you with “Absolute 
Confidence. Unwavering 
Partnership. For Life.” 
Contact us for a compli-
mentary consultation at 
whzwealth.com or call 

(860) 928-2341. 

Authored by WHZ 
Partner, Advisory Leisl L. 
Langevin CFP® CDFA®. 
AI may have been used 
in the research and ini-
tial drafting of  this piece. 
Rebalancing does not 
assure a profit or protect 
against loss in declining 
markets and cannot guar-
antee that any objective 
or goal will be achieved. 
Investments are subject 
to risk, including the 
loss of  principal. Past 
performance is no guar-
antee of  future results. 
Securities and advi-
sory services offered 
through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, 
a Registered Investment 
Adviser. 697 Pomfret St., 
Pomfret Center, CT 06259 
and 392-A Merrow Rd., 
Tolland, CT 06084, 860-
928-2341. http://www.
whzwealth.com. These 
materials are gener-
al in nature and do not 
address your specific sit-
uation. For your specific 
investment needs, please 
discuss your individu-
al circumstances with 
your financial advisor. 
WHZ Strategic Wealth 
Advisors does not provide 
tax or legal advice, and 
nothing in the accompa-
nying pages should be 
construed as specific tax 
or legal advice.

Saturday, July 12, the 
Killingly Historical 
Society will hold a 
Christmas in July Sale 
at the Killingly Historical 
Center, 196 Main St., 
Danielson, from 10 a.m.-
4 p.m.  Decorations for 
other holidays and 
Killingly yearbooks will 
also be available. Rain or 
shine.

Chicken BBQ:  Support 
Killingly Grange #112 at 
801 Hartford Turnpike.  
Saturday, July 12, 5-7 p.m. 
Half  chicken, corn on the 
cob, potato salad, roll, 
slice watermelon.  $15. 
Dine in or take out.  Call 
860-884-1813 to reserve 
your meal.  Tickets are 
limited.  The Grange is 
also collecting non-per-
ishable foods for local 
food pantries

Those of  you who 
grew up in Northeastern 
Connecticut probably 
have some fond memo-
ries of  Danielson’s Main 
Street---memories of  the 
many shops and people 
who are no longer with 
us.  Let’s take a stroll 
down memory lane!  Sit 
back.  Close your eyes 
and relax.  Let old imag-
es and memories come to 
mind.  

	 Let’s start at 
the South end of  Route 
12 near where Maple 
Street, Route 12, Water 
Street, Franklin Street, 
and Route 6 all intersect.  
Before you are two rivers-
--The Quinebaug and Five 
Mile River, the Assawaga 

to the Native 
A m e r i c a n s .   
Long before the 
arrival of  our 
earliest white 
settlers this area 
was frequented 
by Native peoples 
who came to fish 
at the falls.

 James 
Danielson of  
Block Island had 
seen this fertile 
river valley as a 
soldier during 
King Phillip’s 
War (ca. 1676) and 
in 1707 purchased 
2000 acres extending to 
present-day Alexander’s 
Lake.  In the 1700’s his 
descendants established 
saw and grist mills in 
the vicinity of  what we 
call Water Street.  Prior 
to the Revolution, his 
grandson William (later 
a Colonel in that war), 
established an ironworks 
in the vicinity of  pres-
ent-day George’s Galley.  
The seeds of  Danielson’s 
industrial heritage were 
being sown.   Water power 
was a valuable asset in 
the late 1700’s and soon 
much more than an iron 
works and grist and saw 
mills existed. 

	 The late 18th 
century brought the first 
known textile mill to that 
area.  William Cundall’s 
woolen works on the Five 
Mile River, operational 
by 1787, was one of  only 
four in Connecticut.  The 
success of  the cotton mill 

in Pawtucket, 
R.I. in 1793 had 
investors search-
ing for poten-
tial millsites in 
nearby Eastern 
C o n n e c t i c u t .  
By 1810 anoth-
er James 
Danielson, along 
with Comfort 
and Ebenezer 
Tiffany and oth-
ers had opened 
a small, wooden 
cotton mill on 
the Five Mile 
River not far 
from Cundall’s 

woolen works.  (Think 
of  the area across from 
the Danielson Post Office 
near where Friends of  
Assisi Food Pantry is 
located).  The mill fos-
tered the growth of  a 
small mill village.  Some 
of  the businesses asso-
ciated with it were on 
Franklin Street, which 
was the stage road from 
Providence to Hartford.  

	 Let your 
mind’s eye move to at 
the lower end of  Main 
Street, to Water Street, 
across from the present 
George’s Galley.  How 
many of  you remember 
The Spinning Wheel Gift 
Shop which was located 
in a small wooden build-
ing during the 1970’s 
and 1980’s?  Perhaps you 
recall it when it housed 
Eatmore’s Lunch?  The 
Killingly Business 
Encyclopedia by Natalie 
Coolidge lists that busi-

ness from 1946 until 1964-
65.  The 1954 Danielson 
Business Directory gave 
George Calomeris as the 
owner of  the restaurant.  
Johnnnie’s Market was 
also located in that small 
building during the 1950’s 
and early 1960’s.  John 
Maximowicz was the 
owner.  The Business 
Encyclopedia indicated 
that he left Danielson and 
moved to 51 South Main 
Street in Brooklyn (1964-
65 Telephone Book).  The 
1991 Historic Survey of  
that section of  Danielson 
noted that the wooden 
building was erected 
about 1870 soon after the 
“new” Danielson Cotton 
Mill on Maple Street 
was completed (1868).  
Through the 1930’s 
the future home of  the 
Spinning Wheel Gift Shop 
housed a grocery store 
operated by the mill.  By 
the 1930’s the mill itself  
was being operated by 
Powdrell and Alexander, 
which eventually owned 
six mills in Killingly (Vol. 
VII, Survey #66).

 	 The opening of  
the railroad in 1840 was 
the catalyst for change, 
for growth in a different 
directin.  The Danielson 
business district quick-
ly began to spread north 
along present-day Main 
Street to the depot.    For 
many years there was 
a small Greek Revival 
& Italianate 2 ½ story 
house on the east side of  
the street (across from 

the present George’s 
Galley).  During the 1840’s 
it was the office of  Dr. 
Samuel Hutchins.  In 1853 
Hannah Bennett (b. ca. 
1816) opened a millinery 
shop there.  It became 
a fish market in 1881. 
Unfortunately, the build-
ing was destroyed by fire 
earlier in this century.  If  
you recall other business-
es which were once locat-
ed in the building, please 
email me.

	 Hats were big 
business during the 1800’s 
and well into the 1900’s.  
Women always wore them 
to church.  Going north 
on that same easterly side 
of  the street one sees the 
2-story Romanesque style 
Cyr Building which was 
erected by Valerie Cyr 
(Mrs. Joseph Cyr) in 1893 
who was also a milliner.  
Valerie had been born 
in Canada in March, 
1859. That she was able 
to have a successful 
business block erected 
is in itself  a tribute to a 
female French-Canadian 
immigrant.  She occupied 
part of  the building but 
rented spaces to Church 
Clothing Store and a 
shoe store.  Doctors offic-
es occupied the upper 
floor.  It has been home to 
Bonneville’s Pharmacy, 
Puritan Clothing, Busy 
Needle Upholstery, 
Todds’s House of  Carpets, 
and many other stores. 
(Downtown Danielson 
Tour researched by 
Marilyn Labbe).   From 

FindaGrave I learned 
that Madame Cyr passed 
away July 3, 1925.

	 For a photo 
of  the lower end of  
Danielson’s Main Street 
in the 1930’s see p. 45 
of  Images of  America 
Killingly Revisited by 
Natalie L. Coolidge. 
Businesses included the 

A & P, Downyflake 
Doughnuts, Star 
Bakery, Boston Meat 
Market, Danielson Fruit 
Company, Charon’s 
Department Store, 
Keech’s Department 
Store, Bonneville 
Pharmacy, a Shell station, 
and Reeve’s Gulf  Station. 
(Caption to photo).

	 Both Images 
of  America Killingly, 
by Natallie L. Coolidge 
and Robert A. Spencer, 
and Killingly Revisited 
may be purchased at 
the Killingly Historical 
Center during regular 
business hours. 

Margaret M. Weaver 
Killingly Municipal 
Historian, July 2025.  For 
additional information 
email me at margaret-
mweaver@gmail.com 
or visit the Killingly 
Historical Center at 196 
Main St., Danielson, 
Wednesday or Saturday 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. or call 
860-779-7250. Like us at 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/killinglyhis-
toricalsociety.

LEISL L. 
LANGEVIN

Financial 
Focus

Midyear financial checkup: Essential steps for 2025

Memories of Main Street

MARGARET 
WEAVER 

Killingly 
at 

300



boom of  the cats and kittens. We need 
to make sure they’re happy and healthy 
and minimize what’s going on. Also, if  
it gets full in one place they will migrate 
somewhere else,” Beriau said.

Paws recently received grants from 
Putnam Walmart and Community 
Foundation of  Eastern Connecticut 
to help with their spay and neuter 

efforts, which often involve transport-
ing numerous cats at once to vets in 
Massachusetts to have them fixed at 
low cost. This funding also helps the 
organization offset some of  the cost of  
owners who call the shelter to seek help 
with paying for the procedures. While 
there is no easy solution to the overpop-
ulation problem, the agency is doing 
their best starting with education and 
helping owners keep their cats housed 
and fixed.

Paws is currently working to produce 

a guide for pet owners to lead them 
to low cost spay and neuter programs 
and is always seeking volunteers will-
ing to help transport animals, trap and 
release, or even donate food or finances 
to help keep pets housed and help pet 
owners with vet expenses. It’s not an 
easy effort, but it’s one Paws has com-
mitted itself  to for the betterment of  
not only the health of  the local commu-
nity, but the health and safety of  the cat 
population in general.

Pet and property owners who need 

guidance and assistance with their pets 
or colonies or those who are seeking 
a way to help with the Cats in Crisis 
effort can contact Paws Cat Shelter at 
860-315-1228, visit them at 74 School St. 
in Putnam, or contact them through 
Facebook.

2.	 Paws Cat Shelter in Putnam 
houses well over a hundred cats, but 
the overpopulation problem in the wild 
has forced them to expand their efforts 
beyond their walls to kickstart their 
Cats in Crisis campaign.

A10 • 															               Villager NewspapersFriday, July 11, 2025

PAWS
continued from page  A1

Ian B. 
Wolanin 

of Pomfret 
Center named 

to Dean’s 
List at Saint 

Michael’s 
College

 
 
COLCHESTER, Vt. — Ian 
B. Wolanin of  Pomfret 
Center was named to 
the Dean’s List at Saint 
Michael’s College for the 
Spring 2025 semester. 
Students who complete at 
least 12 credits of  class-
es and achieve a grade 
point average of  at least 
3.5 in a particular semes-
ter are cited on the Dean’s 
List for that semester. 
 
A b o u t  S a i n t 
Michael’s College 
 
Saint Michael’s College, 
founded in 1904 on princi-
ples of  social justice and 
leading lives of  purpose 
and consequence, is a 
selective, Catholic college 
just outside Burlington, 
Vermont, one of  the coun-
try’s best college towns. 
Located between the 
Green Mountains and 
Lake Champlain, our 
closely connected commu-
nity guarantees housing 
all four years and deliv-
ers an internationally 
respected liberal arts edu-
cation, preparing students 
for fulfilling careers and 
meaningful lives. Young 
adults here grow intellec-
tually, socially, and mor-
ally, learning to lead with 
empathy and professional-
ism, and to be responsible 
for themselves, each other, 
and their world. 

We’d Love 
To Hear 

From You!

What’s On 
Your Mind? 
We’d Like 
to Know. 

Email us your 
thoughts to:
brendan@

villager
newspapers.com

Email
Us!



Run is part of  NOW’s ongoing 2-month 
kids marathon program. All youth par-
ticipants will receive a shirt, custom-
ized medal, refreshments, and enjoy 
a day of  activities in the Kids Corner. 
The Fun Run is possible with support 
from Breezeline, Centreville Bank, 
Christopher Heights of  Webster MA 
and Day Kimball Health. Registration 
is available at www.nowinmotion.org.

Is there a special wish that would 
make you feel “just ducky?” Post it on 
the Creamery Brook Village Wall Of  
Wishes, and a donation will be made 
to Make-A-Wish Connecticut, in sup-
port of  creating life changing wishes 
for children with critical illnesses. The 
Wall Of  Wishes was designed and cre-
ated with the assistance of  Putnam 
Science Academy’s Director of  Visual 
Arts, Sarah Stoll, and PSA art students. 

Making a splash once again is the 
Celebrity Dunk Tank, where local celebs 
like Attorney Kate Cerrone of  The 
Northeast Law Center; Rob Challinor of  
VFW Auxiliary Post 1523; and thirteen 
area business owners and professionals 
will tempt event-goers to donate a mini-
mum of  $5 for two chances to make our 
celebrities take the plunge. Or donate 
$20 or more for a guaranteed dunk! The 
three celebrities that 

successfully raise the most funds, will 
have a donation made in their name to 
their preferred charity, from a grateful 
Putnam Business Association. Online 
donations can also be made in support 
of  the celebrities through Aug. 9 at 
https://www.discoverputnam.com/pba-
rubberduckrace.

The Aug. 10 event is the final opportu-
nity to purchase the 2025 Pluck-A-Duck 
Raffle tickets at stands in Rotary Park, 
downtown Putnam on Main Street, and 
the roving photo-worthy Duck Mobile. 

Thousands of  rubber ducks will be 
released at our secret duck pond on 
Monday, Aug. 11 at noon, swimming 

happily and then plucked for more than 
110 fantastic prizes, including the grand 
prize of  a 8000 Watt Generac Generator 
With Electric Start ($1,400 value) donat-
ed by P.B. Generators and top cash prize 
of  a $500 VISA Gift Card, sponsored by 
Byrnes Agency. Viewers can cheer on 
their lucky duck during the live broad-
cast on WINY Radio 1350 AM & 97.1 FM, 
and the Putnam Business Association’s 
and WINY Radio’s Facebook pages, 
powered by Jewett City Savings Bank. 
The first 2 viewers responding to WINY 
Radio or the PBA’s Facebook pages cor-
rectly identifying the total number of  
ducks floating in the pond will win a $75 
gift card to ANYA restaurant, courtesy 
of  Arboreal Solutions. 

And just when you think it’s over, the 
final 15 ducks waddling out of  the pond 
will be selected for our “Last Lucky 
Duck” prizes, sponsored by Davis Place, 
D.B.C. Solutions, Elemental Plans LLC, 
J.B. Concrete Products and Putnam 
Spirits. Plus, one lucky business spon-
sor will be awarded the Corporate Duck 
raffle prize of  a $750 VISA Gift Card and 
their name engraved on the Corporate 
Duck Trophy. 

The 2025 Pluck-A-Duck Raffle Event 
is a powerful fundraising platform 
for the Putnam Business Association, 
their advocacy for local businesses and 
many free community events like Great 
Pumpkin Festival,  Zombie Fashion 
Show and SuperHero Day that draw 
thousands to northeast Connecticut.  

The event also supports 32 non-profit 
organizations and schools who are sell-
ing PBA Pluck-A-Duck raffle tickets and 
retain a portion from every ticket sold 
for their worthy cause. Last year, the 
event raised more than $12,000 for these 
various groups, which include Access 
Emergency Shelter/Access Community 
Action Agency, Anchors of  Hope, Bags 
of  Hope CT, Brooklyn Schools PTO, 
Cub Scouts Pack 43, Danielson Veterans 
Coffee Hours, Hale YMCA Youth 
& Family Center, NAMI Windham 
County NWC, Natchaug River Young 
Marines, Northeastern CT Insurance 

Professionals, Northeastern CT Arts 
Guild, Northeastern CT Relay For Life, 
Northeast Opportunities for Wellness, 
Nutmeg Acres Wildlife, Opportunity 
Works CT Inc., PAWS Cat Shelter, PCS 
Class of  2025/PCS Class 2025 8th Grade 
Trip, Putnam Arts Council, Putnam 
Lodge of  Elks #574, Putnam Rotary Club, 
Quiet Corner NEMBA, Quiet Corner 
Veterans Support Coalition, Quinebaug 
Valley Senior Citizen Center, St. James 
Parochial School, Saint Joseph’s Living 
Center, Thames Valley Council for 
Community Action Meals-On-Wheels 
Program, Theatre of  Northeastern 
CT, The Arc Eastern Connecticut, The 
Sunshine Kids Charity,  Tourtellotte 
Memorial High School, United Services 
and VFW Auxiliary Post 1523. 

Pluck-A-Duck Raffle Tickets can be 
purchased at these essential non-prof-
it organizations, and local businesses, 
including WINY Radio (45 Pomfret St., 
Putnam), Centreville Bank (40 Main St., 
Putnam CT; 100 Averill Rd., Pomfret; 11 
Pratt Rd., Plainfield; and 125 Wauregan 
Rd., Danielson), bankHometown (182 
Main St., Putnam; 13 Canterbury 
Rd., Brooklyn; 835 Riverside Dr., 
North Grosvenordale, and 4 Gore Rd., 
Webster), and Woodstock Creamery at 
Valleyside Farm (210 Child Hill Rd., 
Woodstock), at upcoming communi-
ty Farmers Markets and events, and 
online at www.discoverputnam.com/
pbarubberduckrace.

The Putnam Business Association 
and our more than 8,000 feathered 
friends extend appreciation to our event 

sponsors Berkshire Bank, Breezeline, 
McGee Toyota of  Putnam, Northeastern 
Appraisals, Renewal By Anderson of  
Southern New England, Runnings, 
The Day, The Sunshine Shop, Tom & 
Cathy Borner, Xfinity, JT’s Appliance, 
Creamery Brook Village, and WIN 
Waste Innovations, along with local 
businesses who generously donated raf-
fle prizes in support of  this beloved 
community tradition. 
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OBITUARIES
THOMPSON, CT 

– Barry F. Kitka, 74, 
died Sunday, June 
29, 2025, in UMass/
Memorial University 
Campus surround-
ed by his family. He 
leaves his beloved 
wife of  43 years, Julia 
A. (Quinn) Kitka; a 

daughter, Mikaela Q. Kitka and her 
partner Christin Grygorcewicz of  
Worcester; 2 sons, Kerry F. Kitka and 
his fiancée Sieun Ha, and Casey B. 
Kitka, all of  Austin, TX; his father-
in-law and friend, Leo R. Quinn of  
Worcester; 2 uncles, Roy Kitka and his 
wife Linda of  Thompson and Bruno 
Kitka of  Chester, CT; a close cousin, 
Frederick Kitka of  Webster, MA; 3 sis-
ters-in-law, Eileen Ramos of  Leicester, 
MA, Kathryn Parker of  Hudson, MA; 
Justine Wahlstrom and her husband 
Scott of  Holden, MA; 2 brothers-in-law, 
Joseph Quinn and his wife Karina of  
Upton, MA, and Peter Quinn and his 
fiancée Julie Lovejoy of  Plymouth, MA; 
many nephews and nieces. He was pre-
ceded in death by his brothers-in-law 
Jose Ramos and Gregory Parker.

Barry was born on December 28, 1950, 
in Southbridge, MA, the son of  Francis 
B. and Alice A. (Merriam) Kitka and 
graduated from Tourtellotte Memorial 
High School in North Grosvenordale, 
CT in 1968. He earned a Bachelor of  
Science in Education from Eastern CT 
State University in  1973 and later was 
awarded a Master’s Degree in Science 
Education in 1979.

He served in the United States Air 
Force from 1971 to 1977 as a staff  ser-
geant at the Headquarters Squadron 
as a ground safety technician and he 
belonged to the American Legion Post 
#67 in Thompson. Barry worked for 35 
years at Major Edwards School in West 
Boylston, MA as a 6th grade science 
teacher before he retired in 2008. Barry 
loved being a teacher and referred to it 
as his “life’s work.” He developed and 
taught two grade level science curricu-
lums involving the hands-on approach 
and touched the lives of  countless stu-
dents. For Barry, teaching wasn’t a job, 
it was a passion and he always consid-
ered himself  lucky to work in a field 
that he genuinely loved with coworkers 
that quickly turned into friends.

Anyone who knew Barry, quickly 

learned his greatest pride was his fam-
ily; his wife, Julia, and his three chil-
dren Mikaela, Kerry, and Casey, who he 
loved dearly. When he was not spending 
time with his family you could often 
find him on the softball field or the bas-
ketball court. Barry was a lifelong play-
er of  softball and basketball and played 
in countless leagues. He loved nothing 
more than striking his opponents out 
with his looping slow-pitch curve or 
dishing out a sweet pass to a teammate 
for an assist. His friendly competitive-
ness and sportsmanship made him a 
great teammate and earned him many 
life-long friends along the way. 

Barry shared his love of  sports 
with others through developing 
the Thompson Youth Recreational 
Basketball League in the 1980’s, was 
a member of  the Thompson Men’s 
Softball League for several years in the 
1980’s, and was director of  the Webster 
Jack Benny Softball League for 5 years 
in Webster, MA. He also served the 
community as a counselor for the 
Quinebaug Valley Youth Services 
Bureau for 16 years in the mid 1970’s 
to early 1990’s, sat on the Thompson 
Board of  Recreation for 6 years, with 2 
years as vice-chairman, and was a voter 
registrar for the town of  Thompson 
for several years. He also joined the 
Thompson Historical Society in 2008.

In quieter moments, Barry enjoyed 
spending time around his home. He 
loved upkeeping his yard and planting 
trees. On a cool summer evening you 
could often find him sitting in a lawn 
chair in his yard, beer in hand, just 
enjoying the space he created. More 
than anything, Barry cherished mak-
ing memories with his family and loved 
ones, capturing them with his camera 
or camcorder so that they could contin-
ue to enjoy them forever.

His funeral will be held on Saturday, 
July 12, from the Sitkowski, Malboeuf  
& Hickey Funeral Home, 340 School 
Street, Webster, MA with a Mass at 
10:00 AM in Saint Louis Church, 14 
Lake Street, Webster, MA. Burial will 
be in Mount Zion Cemetery, Webster, 
with the Webster-Dudley Veterans 
Council performing military honors. 
Visitation will be held from 4:00 to 7:00 
PM on Friday, July 11, in the funeral 
home.

www.websterfunerals.com

Barry F. Kitka, 74

J. Gloria (Paquin) 
Lee, 87, of  Brooklyn, 
CT, passed away on 
July 4, 2025 at her 
home in Brooklyn, 
reuniting her with 
her husband, Bob. 
Gloria was born 
in Lowell, MA on 
January 27, 1938 to 

parents Harvey Paquin and Cecile (née 
Ayotte). 

Gloria graduated from Saint Joseph’s 
School in Lowell, MA in 1955. After 
graduating, Gloria worked as a labo-
ratory technician while taking classes 
at the University of  Lowell, where she 
met her best friend and future hus-
band, Bob. They married in Lowell, MA 
on May 16, 1959. Together, they traveled 
between New England to New Mexico 
several times while Bob was in college 
from 1960-1966. Their sons were born 
in 1963 and 1966 in New Mexico. The 
family moved to Renton, WA in 1966, 
where they both worked for Boeing, 
and in 1969, relocated to Chandler, AZ. 
In 1972, they settled in Brooklyn, CT, 
where they raised their children and 
welcomed their grandchildren. In the 
1970’s Gloria returned to the workforce 
as a Histotechnologist at Harrington 
Hospital in Southbridge, MA, retiring 
in the mid-1980s. 

Gloria, a cancer survivor, was 
active in her community, particular-
ly through Our Lady of  La Salette 

Church in Brooklyn. She volunteered 
as a Cub Scout Den Mother and was a 
member of  the Brooklyn Garden Club, 
the Brooklyn Historical Society, the 
Killingly-Brooklyn Interfaith Council, 
multiple book clubs, as well as a proud 
member of  the French-Canadian 
Genealogical Society of  Connecticut. 
She was active in politics and was elect-
ed as a Registrar of  Voters in the Town 
of  Brooklyn. Gloria also enjoyed gar-
dening, painting, reading, baking, knit-
ting, and spending time with her grand-
children. Gloria traveled frequently 
with her husband, Bob, to nearly 40 
countries and numerous states, and 
participated in several church related 
excursions on her own.

Gloria is survived by her sons, 
Patrick Bryan and R. David; grand-
children, R. Tyler (Katelin) and Alyssa; 
brother-in-law, John (Anne); sister-in-
law, Sandra; and several nieces and 
nephews. Gloria was predeceased by 
and is now reunited with her parents, 
Harvey and Cecile; brother, J.N. Ronald 
and his wife Lucille; husband, Robert 
F.; and sister-in-law, Patricia. A Mass 
of  Christian Burial will be held on 
Thursday, July 17, at 10:00am at Our 
Lady of  La Salette Church in Brooklyn. 
The burial will be private. In lieu of  
flowers, donations can be made to Our 
Lady of  La Salette Church at PO Box 
211, Brooklyn, CT 06234.  tillinghastfh.
com

J. Gloria (Paquin) Lee, 87

Putnam - July 1st, 
2025, Daniel J. Ryan 
Sr., passed away at 
home holding hands 
with his loving wife 
of  55 years, Jean 
(LaMotte) Ryan, and 
surrounded by his 
family at age 86. 

Dan was born in 
Southbridge, Massachusetts, he was 
the son of  the late Paul and Dorothy 
(Braniff) Ryan. He has two surviving 
siblings Ginny Baker and William 
Ryan and wife, Cheryl Ryan. 

Dan was predeceased by his son 
James Michael Ryan.  

Dan’s surviving children are Karen 
Olson and husband Robert Olson, 
Karen Westerman and husband 
Joseph Westerman, Donald Ryan and 
James Freeley, Daniel Ryan Jr. and 
wife Christine (Peters) Ryan, Lori 
Incandella and Mike Pelletier, Dorothy 
Ryan, and Paul Ryan. Dan also leaves 
12 grandchildren and 2 great grandchil-
dren and many nieces and nephews.

A man of  few words but much wis-
dom, Dan served in the U.S.  Navy Air 
from 1956 to 1959 and received accom-

modations and hon-
orable discharge.  
After completing 
his service, he con-
tinued servicing his 
community by join-
ing the Southbridge 
Auxiliary Fire 
Department. He con-
tinued his educa-
tion in Computer Programming and 
Technology.   He had a wide variety of  
interests both in work and personal, 
including shipping logistics and print-
ing. At home he enjoyed camping, fish-
ing, stamp and milk bottle/caps collect-
ing and cryptograms. Dan strove each 
day to be his best self, including being a 
friend of  Bill’s for 43 years.

Relatives and friends are invited to 
Saint Mary’s Church of  the Visitation 
at 218 Providence Street, Putnam CT, 
where they may visit with family from 
1pm to 2pm, followed immediately by a 
Funeral Mass. Flowers can be accepted 
by Gilman Funeral Home.  Dan gave 
to many charities.   Donations can be 
made to your favorite charity in his 
name.  For his memorial guestbook 
visit www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Daniel Johnathan Ryan Sr. 
July 25, 1938 - July 1, 2025

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to obits@stonebridgepress.news

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
ESTATE OF 

Frederick S Eggers, 
AKA Eggers Frederick (25-00252)       

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of  
Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated July 1, 2025, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk  
The fiduciary is: 
Charles R Ennis 
c/o THOMAS A BORNER, 
BORNER SMITH ALEMAN HERZOG 
& CERRONE,LLC, 
155 PROVIDENCE STREET, 
PO BOX 166, 
PUTNAM, CT 06260 
July 11, 2025

LEGALS

PLUCK
continued from page  A1
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Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:
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