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Charlton Public Library to host 
paranormal researcher Dustin Pari

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church taking 
orders for traditional pies, ethnic delicacies

Shepherd Hill Regional continues innovative 
Engineering and Clean Energy Pathways programs

Sheriff ’s Office Organic Farm delivers fresh produce to local communities
Recipients include Sturbridge and Charlton Senior Centers

CHARLTON — On Tuesday, Oct. 27 at 6 p.m., the 
Charlton Library will host paranormal researcher Dustin 
Pari for a talk on the haunted history of Halloween.

With 30 years of experience researching the unknown, 
Dustin Pari brings exciting and positive lectures about the 
paranormal all across the country, As a part of television's 
Ghost Hunters, Ghost Hunters International, and appear-
ances on Destination Truth and Ghost Nation, Dustin has 
traveled the world over looking for answers and expanding 
his understanding of the unseen realm.  He has written two 
books based upon his findings and his unique approach to 
the paranormal, along with three other books that include 
stories from life on the road. In this lecture Dustin sheds 
some light on the spooky shadows of Halloween history 
and lore. Ghost stories? Oh yeah, he has some of those too.

All are welcome to this free program; no registration is 
required.

Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main St.  Additional 
parking is available at the Town Hall and Elementary School.

REGION — Thousands of 
pounds of fresh, organic pro-
duce grown at the Worcester 
County Sheriff’s Office have 
been distributed to food pan-
tries, senior centers, com-
munity refrigerators, and 
other charitable organiza-
tions throughout Worcester 
County this growing season.

Amongst dozens of other 

stops throughout Worcester 
County, the WCSO 
Community Outreach teams 
visited many senior centers, 
including the Sturbridge and 
Charlton Senior Centers.

“Every delivery represents 
fresh produce going direct-
ly to an organization serving 
people in Worcester County,” 
said Worcester County 

Courtesy Photo

WCSO Community Staff deliver fresh organic produce to the Charlton Senior Center.
Courtesy Photo

WCSO Community Staff deliver fresh organic produce to the Sturbridge Senior Center.

SOUTHBRIDGE — St. 
Nicholas Albanian Orthodox 
Church is inviting area res-
idents to enjoy a taste of 
traditional Albanian cui-
sine with a special sale of 
homemade-style pies and 
ethnic delicacies, with orders 
being accepted through 

Wednesday, Nov. 4.
The church, located at 126 

Morris St. in Southbridge, is 
offering a selection of savory 
pies and traditional pastries 
and cookies, providing an 
opportunity for residents to 
bring some distinctive fla-
vors to their holiday tables.

The menu features four 
varieties of savory pies: spin-
ach, leek, sauerkraut and 
squash. Whole pies, mea-
suring 12 by 17 inches, are 
available baked or unbaked 
and frozen for $45 each. Half 
pies, measuring 12 by 9 inch-
es, are available baked only 
for $23 each.

In addition to the pies, the 
church is offering an assort-
ment of ethnic delicacies, 
including rolled baklava and 
kadaif for $3 each, twist 
cookies at four for $4, date-
nut filled cookies for $2.50 
each, and kourabias, tradi-
tional butter cookies, at four 
for $5.

The selection offers both 
savory and sweet options for 
family gatherings, holiday 
celebrations or anyone inter-
ested in sampling tradition-
al foods associated with the 

region's Albanian heritage.
All purchases are available 

by advance order and takeout 
only. The deadline to place 
an order is Nov. 4, and no 
orders will be accepted after 
that date.

Orders will be available 
for pickup Monday, Nov. 23, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. 
Nicholas Albanian Orthodox 
Church, 126 Morris St., 
Southbridge.

To place an order, call 
508-764-6226 and leave a 
name and telephone number. 
Callers will receive confir-
mation of their orders.

With Thanksgiving 
approaching, the sale pro-
vides an opportunity for local 
families to add traditional 
Albanian dishes and desserts 
to their holiday meals while 
supporting a Southbridge 
religious institution.

Sheriff Lew Evangelidis. “At 
the same time, participating 
inmates experience the dig-
nity of a full day’s work and 
the satisfaction of knowing 
their efforts are helping the 
same communities many of 
them call home. The rehabil-
itative value of this program 
is tremendous.”

Located at the Worcester 
County Jail and House of 
Correction in West Boylston, 
the Organic Farm spans 
more than 18 acres and pro-
duces approximately 40,000 
pounds of fresh produce 
annually.

Favorable growing con-
ditions during the spring 

and summer have resulted 
in bountiful harvests of zuc-
chini, tomatoes, eggplant, 
peppers, summer squash, 
cucumbers, and most recent-
ly, pumpkins and fall squash 
varieties.

Following each harvest, 
the produce is sorted and 
prepared for delivery to food 
pantries, senior centers, vet-
erans’ organizations, wom-
en’s shelters, community 
refrigerators, and other local 
nonprofits. A portion of the 
harvest is also incorporated 
into meals served to inmates 
at the facility.

Beyond providing fresh, 
locally grown food to those 

in need, the program serves 
an important rehabilita-
tive purpose. Participating 
inmates are classified as low-
risk and nonviolent and typ-
ically work between 10 and 
25 hours per week, depend-
ing on the season and work-
load. Through their involve-
ment, participants gain valu-
able work experience while 
developing responsibility, 
discipline, and teamwork.

Since Evangelidis took 
office in 2011, the Organic 
Farm has undergone several 
expansions, growing into the 
largest organic farm operat-
ing at a correctional facility 
in Massachusetts.

The farm is one of sever-
al initiatives through which 
the Sheriff's Office works to 
address food insecurity and 
support local families. Earlier 
this year, several organiza-
tions receiving fresh produce 
also benefited from a separate 
infant formula distribution ini-
tiative made possible through 
a partnership between the 
Worcester County Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff’s Association 
and the Ocean State Job Lot 
Charitable Foundation.

For updates on the Organic 
Farm Program and its com-
munity deliveries, follow the 
Worcester County Sheriff’s 
Office on social media.

DUDLEY — Shepherd 
Hill Regional High School 
is proud to announce the 
continued expansion of its 
STEM curriculum with 
the launch of the updated 
Engineering and new Clean 
Energy Pathways programs. 
In partnership with Project 
Lead the Way (PLTW), the 
initiative brings hands-on 
learning, advanced technolo-
gy, and practical engineering 
principles directly into the 
classroom.

Supported by grant fund-
ing provided through PLTW, 
Shepherd Hill has acquired 
materials and equipment to 
support interactive learning, 
including VEX robotics 
kits, electrical circuit equip-
ment, and high-precision 3D 
printers. The new resources 
empower students to take 
engineering concepts off the 
whiteboard and apply them 
to physical designs through 
creative problem-solving.

"Our goal is to give stu-
dents direct, hands-on expe-
rience with the tools and 
mindsets used by profes-
sional engineers," said Mr. 
Jugovic, engineering educa-
tor at Shepherd Hill. "When 
students can design, test, and 

iterate their own physical 
prototypes, abstract concepts 
like mechanics and physics 
suddenly make sense in a 
very tangible way."

Mr. Jugovic’s classes fea-
ture rigorous design chal-
lenges that bridge theoreti-
cal concepts with real-world 
applications:

Tractor Pull competition: 
Combining mechanics and 
friendly competition, stu-
dents engineered custom 
model “tractors” to compete 
in a bracket-style tractor pull. 
Through the activity, stu-
dents directly applied prin-
ciples of drag, friction, force, 

and gear ratios to maximize 
performance.

Human-centered design 
projects: Students prac-
tice real-world engineering 
workflows by interviewing 
Shepherd Hill teachers and 
staff to identify daily opera-
tional challenges.

Last year, an engineer-
ing student designed and 
3D-printed a custom lab drain 
tool for a chemistry teach-
er—a device that remains in 
daily classroom use today.

The Engineering and 
Clean Energy Pathways pro-
gram reflects Shepherd Hill's 
commitment to equipping 

students with high-demand 
technical skills, fostering 
innovation, and preparing 
graduates for future careers 
in advanced manufacturing, 
renewable energy, and tech-
nology.

About Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School

Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School serves students 
in grades 9–12 from Dudley 
and Charlton. Dedicated to 
academic excellence, inno-
vative career pathways, and

comprehensive student 
support, Shepherd Hill pre-
pares students to thrive in a 
rapidly changingworld.



CHARLTON — Charlton 
Heritage Preservation Trust 
(CHPT) will offer a free hike 
along the Midstate Trail and 
through the cow tunnel under 
Route 20 in Charlton on 
Saturday, Oct. 24, starting at 
10 a.m. The hike will start at 
the CHPT Little River prop-
erty on Fulling Mill Drive in 
Charlton and continue to Fay 
Mountain Farm on Cemetery 
Road. Fay Mountain Farm 
will be open and have bakery 
items and cider available for 
purchase.

The two-and-a-half-hour 
hike is approximately five 
miles in length with roughly 
two miles of the trail being 
on town roads. The hike is 
rated moderate, as this part 
of the trail is hilly and there 
are areas of uneven foot-
ing. All are welcome at no 
charge.

Hikers should meet at 
Fulling Mill Drive Trail 
Head Parking Lot at 9:45 
a.m. to be ready to leave 
for the hike at 10 a.m.  This 
is archery season, so please 
wear orange blaze. Hikers 
are encouraged to bring tick 
protection, water and snacks. 
People will meet at a proper-
ty called Little River, which 
is one of 19 parcels of land 
owned and maintained by 
CHPT.  Shuttle rides back to 

the Little River Property will 
be offered by CHPT at the 
end of the program.  For fur-
ther information please call 
CHPT board member Karin 
Johnson at 774–230–5322.

About CHPT
Char l ton Her i tage 

Preservation Trust acquires 
and maintains open space 
properties and conducts pro-
grams to enlighten and enter-
tain people of all ages about 
protecting and enjoying the 
natural world. CHPT owns 
19 conservation properties in 
Charlton, totaling over 200 
acres of natural land open to 
the public. CHPT works with 
landowners, developers, and 
the town to balance healthy 
economic growth with con-
servation of important natu-
ral resources and historical-
ly significant places. CHPT 
relies on donations of land 
and funds to make new con-
servation projects possible 
and on the volunteer help 
of its members and friends 
to preserve conservation 
areas for the public benefit. 
For more information and 
to check out all our prop-
erties, go to CharltonTrust.
org or follow up on 
Facebook (Charlton Heritage 
Preservation Trust) and 
Instagram (CharltonTrust).
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
 Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
•Faith Baptist Church, 
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
 Phone number 508-764-6132,
 Worship Service:  Sunday 10::00 a.m.
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street - 
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor 
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
 Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
•Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
•St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
 Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 &  8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church 
(508) 765-3701

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.......................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School........... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

WALES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Mon, Tu & Th 2-6, W 12-6, Sat 9-12 

closed Fri & Sun

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will 

be our last open Saturday until Labor 
Day) Sunday: Closed  

EARLY VOTING HOURS
 FOR STATE ELECTION – CHARLTON
Located at Town Hall, 37 Main St. Charlton

 

Sat. 10/17        9AM-3PM
Mon. 10/19      8AM-5PM
Tues. 10/20     8AM-7PM
Wed. 10/21     8AM-5PM
Thurs. 10/22   8AM-5PM
Sat. 10/24        9AM-5PM (last day to register to vote)

Mon. 10/26      8AM-5PM
Tues. 10/27     8AM-7PM
Wed. 10/28     8AM-5PM
Thurs 10/29    8AM-5PM 

Real Estate
CHARLTON
$650,000, 16 Lindsey Ln, 

Grammer, Maryann, and 
Grammer, Robert, to Carter 
3rd, David Lee, and Pagan, 
Irismar.

$495,000, 18 Ramshorn 
Rd, Birch Grove Prop Inc, to 
Chevalier, Patricia.

$480,000, 203 Center 
Depot Rd, Christa Lee 
Mansur Ret, and Mansur, 
Christa Lee, to Wise, James, 
and Wise, Sara.

$474,900, 1 Mcintyre 
Rd, Cyr, Robert St, to 
Piselli, Christopher D, and 
Baillargeon, Bobbolyn.

HOLLAND
$415,000, 47 Sandy Beach 

Rd, Ruby, Kevin, and Ruby, 
Kimberly, to Rosenberg, 

Jason, and Rosenberg, Kelly.
$390,000, 38 Island Rd, 

Robidoux, Nathan, and 
Adams, Kaylee, to Blotniski, 
Jennifer M.

$325,000, 8 Shore Dr, 
Blotniski, Jennifer M, to 
Vollmer, Mackenzie.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$440,000, 72 Dennison 

Hill Rd, Baker, Gail, to 
Baker, Roger Connant.

$275,000, 28 Lens St, 
Elizabeth Anacona T, and 
Anacona, Elizabeth, to 
Rincon, Ashley.

$230,000, 30 Tumpike, 
Jazzyb Real Estate LLC, to 
Sama Realty Group LLC.

STURBRIDGE
None

Charlton Land 
Trust leads hike 

through
Cow Tunnel



SOUTHBRIDGE 
— The Winter 
Coat Closet, an 
ecumenical proj-
ect, sponsored 
by local church-
es and located 
at Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 
446 Hamilton St., 
Southbridge, will 
be open Saturdays 
from Oct. 31 to 
Dec. 19. The 
hours are 9:30 – 
11:30 a.m.

We have new 
& gently used 
warm winter coats 
for men, women 
and children. The 
coats are free but 
limited to one per 

person. All are 
welcome to come 
browse our racks 
and try some-
thing on! We also 
have a number of 
scarves, hats and 
mittens.

Donations are 

accepted at the 
Coat Closet on 
Saturdays when 
we are open or at 
the office. Please 
call and leave a 
message for Chris 
at Holy Trinity 
Church 508-765-

9559.
The Winter 

Coat Closet is 
happy to be in its 
19th year of help-
ing people in our 
community stay 
warm!

F I S K D A L E 
— St. Anne–St. 
Patrick Parish is 
making it easier 
for families to 
participate in both 
Faith Formation 
and Sunday Mass 
with a newly 
redesigned class 
schedule for the 
2026–2027 pro-
gram year. By 
intentionally cen-
tering its Faith 
Formation sched-
ule around the 
10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass, the parish 
hopes families 
can more easily 
worship together 
while also having 
more time back in 
their Sundays.

“At St. Anne 
– St. Patrick 
Parish, we want to 
remove obstacles 
that make it dif-
ficult for families 
to practice their 
faith together,” 
said Fr. Salvator 
Musande, Pastor 
of St. Anne – St. 
Patrick Parish. 
“Our new sched-
ule allows chil-
dren to grow in 

their knowledge 
and understanding 
of the Catholic 
Faith while mak-
ing Sunday Mass 
something fam-
ilies can attend 
together. We 
warmly invite 
both returning 
and new families 
to join us.”

R e g i s t r a t i o n 
is now open for 

Faith Formation 
for students in 
K i n d e r g a r t e n 
through Grade 
11. Families are 
encouraged to 
register online 
by September 
6, 2026, which 
will help with 
class planning, 
although registra-
tion will remain 
open after that 

date.

The new class 
schedule is:

• Grades K–6: 
Sundays, 8:45–
9:45 a.m., before 
the 10 a.m. Mass.

• Grades 7–11: 
Sundays, 11:15 
a.m.–12:30 p.m., 
after the 10 a.m. 
Mass.

Faith Formation 

provides children 
and teens with 
age-appropr ia te 
instruction in the 
Catholic Faith, 
Sacred Scripture, 
Prayer, Christian 
living, and prepa-
ration for the 
S a c r a m e n t s . 
Online registra-
tion is the pre-
ferred registra-
tion method and 

is available on the 
parish website. A 
paper registration 
form is also avail-
able for families 
who need one.

For more infor-
mation or to reg-
ister, visit www.
StAnneStP atrick-
Parish.com or call 
508-347-9353.

St. Anne St. 
Patrick Parish 
& Shrine is an 
active parish 
community serv-
ing the Sturbridge 
area and beyond, 
offering daily 
Masses, religious 
education, and 
community min-
istries. The shrine 
grounds welcome 
thousands of visi-
tors each year and 
feature St. Anne 
Shrine, Stations 

of the Cross and 
Crucifix, Hall of 
Saints, Russian 
Icon Exhibit, 
G e n e r a t i o n s 
Statue, Angel of 
Hope Monument, 
Memorial for the 
Unborn, Votive 
Chapels, weekend 
Masses celebrat-
ed in the outdoor 
pavilion during 
the summer, and a 
religious gift shop 
open daily from 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Video Games •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

FALL
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ALBANIAN PIES
AND 

ETHNIC DELICACIES
St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church

126 Morris Street, Southbridge
*************************************

“TAKE OUT ORDERS ONLY”

WHOLE PIES (12x17):  BAKED OR UNBAKED FROZEN - $45.00
HALF PIES (12x9): BAKED ONLY - $23.00

Spinach, Leek, Sauerkraut, Squash
ETHNIC DELICACIES

Rolled Baklava - $3.00/ea          Kadaif - $3.00/ea
Twist Cookies – 4/$4.00

Date-Nut Filled Cookies - $2.50/ea
Kourabias (Butter Cookies) – 4/$5.00

**************************************
Deadline: November 4, 2026

No orders accepted after deadline date
Call 508-764-6226 to place order and leave your 
name and phone number to receive confirmation. 

Orders to be picked up at
 126 Morris Street, Southbridge

November 23 from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Charlton Cultural Council 
announces community art exhibit

Dementia Friendly Charlton
hosts educational program

Winter Coat Closet 
opens Oct. 31

St. Anne – St. Patrick Parish introduces family-friendly
schedule for 2026–2027 Faith Formation program

Courtesy Photo

Faith Formation students with leaders in the Parish Center.

C H A R L T O N 
— The Charlton 
Cultural Council, 
in collaboration 
with the Charlton 
Public Library, 
is delighted to 
announce this 
year’s commu-
nity art exhibit. 
The art submitted 
will be displayed 
in the Charlton 

Library.
The exhibit will 

be open to the 
public from Oct. 
18 through 31, 
with a reception 
at 6 p.m. on Oct. 
29 at the Library. 
There will a clas-
sic country music 
revue by musi-
cian Matt York, 
and readings by 

the ‘Write Away’ 
Writers Group 
from the Charlton 
Senior Center, 
appetizers provid-
ed by Charcuterie 
and a workshop 
for kids on AI for 
Everyday Art Use.

Artists are 
encouraged to 
submit their 
work for display.  

Please go to the 
Charlton Cultural 
Council Facebook 
page; you’ll find 
a QR code to reg-
ister your sub-
mitted work for 
the exhibit.  Art 
Drop-off is Oct. 
17, 10 a.m. to 
noon. Artists will 
be able to pick up 
their artwork on 

Oct. 31 from 9:30 
a.m. until noon.

For any addi-
tional questions, 
our email address 
is cultural.coun-
cil@townofcharl-
ton.net.

Join us as we 
celebrate the cre-
ativity and skill of 
local artists. See 
you at the exhibit!

CHARLTON — 
Most of us know 
someone with 
dementia.  Many 
of us are living 
with it every day, 
either ourselves, 
or caring for 
someone with the 
disease. Dementia 
Friendly Charlton 
is hosting a com-
munity program 
about dementia 
for those who 
would like to 
know more, and 
those living with 
this illness who 

are seeking sup-
port and answers 
to questions.

“Dementia Care 
and Support: 
A Community 
C o n v e r s a t i o n ” 
will be held on 
Tuesday evening, 
Nov. 10, from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Charlton 
Public Library, 
40 Main St. in 
Charlton. There 
will be a presen-
tation on caring, 
supporting and 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g 

with someone liv-
ing with demen-
tia.  This will be 
followed by a 
question-and-an-
swer period with 
a panel of com-
munity mem-
bers specializ-
ing in financial 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , 
clinical manage-
ment, the role of 
Adult Protective 
Services, and day 
program/ long-
term care options.  

R e g i s t r a t i o n 
via the library 

web page (charl-
tonlibrary.org) is 
requested but not 
required.  Come 
and learn about 
this complex ill-
ness and discov-
er supports and 
resources avail-
able to those liv-
ing with it.

D e m e n t i a 
Friendly Charlton 
is a non-prof-
it organization 
which supports 
individuals with 
dementia as well 
as their families 

and caregivers.  
We work to raise 
awareness and 
understanding of 
dementia through 
educational pro-
grams, commu-
nity events and 
encouragement of 
dementia-friendly 
businesses.  Visit 
our site on the 
town of Charlton 
Web site (townof-
charlton.net) and/
or our Facebook 
page for more 
information.



I committed a minor social offense the other 
day. I called somebody on the telephone. Without 
warning.

No advance text message. No appointment. No 
carefully worded inquiry asking whether it might 
be convenient to speak for a few minutes. I simply 

looked up the number, pressed the little green button 
and waited.

You would have thought I'd shown up at the 
fellow's house at three in the morning carrying a 
trumpet.

To the Editor:
In the last five years, the Friends of Charlton Public Library have 

raised a significant amount of funds for our library. These funds sup-
port a variety of youth and adult programs and the Summer Reading 
Program; provide museum and entertainment passes; contribute to 
new and emerging technology; and help support staff training.

But money isn’t the only thing the Friends contribute—last year, sev-
eral members dedicated their time and energy supporting programs and 
fundraising events, like the Old Home Day, the Overlook Fall Festival, 
the yarn sale, used book sale, and other events. In addition, the Friends 
have rallied countless times to advocate for adequate library funding.

Oct. 18-24 is the 21st annual National Friends of Libraries Week, 
and it’s the perfect opportunity for the staff and trustees of the Charlton 
Public Library to give our Friends a big shout out for all they do to 

make a positive impact on us every single day.
We know the Friends are always looking for new members 

and volunteers. They have so much fun while working to make 
our community better. Joining is just a click away--visit https://
charltonlibrary.org/friends-of-charlton-library/ to access a mem-
bership form. Be sure to fill out the volunteer application while 
you’re there and you’ll get a quick response.

Joining the Friends of the Library is a terrific way to make 
new friends of your own, give back to our community, and 
make the library even better.

Sincerely,
Betsy Perry

Director
Charlton Public Library

To the Editor:
As a former member of the Charlton Select Board, I understand 

the responsibilities and challenges that come with serving the public. 
Municipal leaders must balance the needs of residents with limited 
resources, make difficult financial decisions, and ensure that taxpayer 
dollars are spent responsibly. These experiences have reinforced my 
belief that strong, accountable leadership at the state level is essential 
to the success of our communities. Consequently, I am pleased to 
express my support for John Marsi and Paul Frost in their respective 
candidacies for the Massachusetts House of Representatives.

Our towns need state representatives who understand the realities 
facing local government and recognize that decisions made at the 
State House have a direct impact on municipal budgets, property 
taxes, public safety, education, infrastructure, and the overall quality 

of life in our communities. I believe it is critical that our representa-
tives maintain open lines of communication with municipal leaders, 
listen to the concerns of residents, and work collaboratively to address 
the challenges facing our towns. Fiscal responsibility, government 
accountability, and respect for local decision-making must remain 
central priorities. Both John and Paul are great examples of these 
types of leaders.

Effective leadership begins with listening, earning the public’s 
trust, and putting the needs of residents first. These principles should 
guide our elected officials at every level of government, and I’m 
proud to offer my endorsement of John Marsi and Paul Frost and wish 
them success in their campaigns.

Bill Borowski
Charlton

BY E. PRAIRIAL
On Sept. 23, Maricarmen Abascal, a disabled, working-class, 

84-year-old tenant, was evicted from her apartment in Madrid. This 
particular scene has played out in Spain, but it plays out across 
the world daily — in Worcester County alone, 4126 households 
faced eviction in one year. But this time, Spanish renters, led by the 
Madrid Tenants Union and several left-wing organizations such as 
Movimiento Socialista, filled the streets of the city, putting it under 
the occupation of its student and worker majority. Building a massive 
encampment in Puerta del Sol, half a million in Madrid alone have 
refused to be moved for over two weeks as similar protests erupt in 
cities across Spain. The Spanish Parliament — what one might call 
the opposing “encampment” of the real estate barons and corporate 
capital — has been paralyzed by division between moderates who 
would quiet tenants with a few small scraps, and the right wing, which 
offers only police batons. In an act of desperation, the government 
has called snap elections and forced through housing reforms with 
hopes of taking the wind out of organized tenants’ sails. The gambit 
seems to have failed following Abascal’s hospitalization and death in 
the aftermath of her eviction. Following the demand of the Madrid 
Tenants Union, Spanish labor unions have announced a general strike.

Compared to recent social mobilizations in Spain, these are proudly 
of and for the working class. Tenants have identified that their prob-
lems stem not from some particular austerity measure, but with the 
system of capitalist “rentism” more broadly. A clear picture is painted 
by core demands of the organizations involved: abolition of housing 
speculation; abolition of landlords; and universal social housing. 
But what do striking tenants in Europe have to do with the town of 
Southbridge, Mass?

Despite being a relatively small town, Southbridge has seen no 
shortage of conflict between tenants and landlords in recent years. 
Following the sale of Lebanon Hill Housing (first for $7.1 million 
in 2023, and then, for $12.8 million a year later), rent for the com-
plex’s mostly senior tenants nearly doubled. The corporate landlord, 
Shorelight, has since worked to bleed its tenants dry, all while neglect-
ing basic property maintenance. Fed up with terrible conditions at 
Lebanon Hill and across other properties, tenants have only just 
begun to organize themselves.

In Spain and in Southbridge, renters understandably begin with 
modest goals, desperately seeking any improvement to their imme-
diate conditions. A tenant union in Southbridge implored a town 
council vote in favor of a measure on senior housing earlier this year 
— a measure which, while adopted by the council, was largely sym-

bolic. Many tenants across Massachusetts may have set their hopes 
on Homes For All Massachusetts (H4A), a coalition of nonprofits 
that attempted to bring forward a ballot question that would imple-
ment a moderate form of rent control earlier this year. This proposal 
enjoyed supermajority support in early polls (69%!), but even before 
the state supreme court struck the question down entirely, H4A had 
already entered backroom negotiations to remove it from the ballot. 
Ironically, it was one of the many carveouts written by the nonprofits 
to try to preemptively blunt resistance from moneyed interests — its 
exemptions for religious institutions — that provided the courts with 
the legal basis to kill the initiative.

Having seen what compromise wins them, hundreds of voters 
in the 6th Worcester District, a state House district centered on 
Southbridge, signed the petition for a public policy question pro-
posed by the Central Massachusetts and Worcester chapter of the 
Democratic Socialists of America that set a much loftier goal: uni-
versal social housing, funded by a tax on the large inheritances, that 
would totally eliminate the role of landlords. Without coordination, 
tenants in the overlooked town of Southbridge and in the city of 
Madrid have both found themselves pushed by the brutality of the 
private housing market to a shared vision: a world without landlords, 
where shelter and ownership is not a privilege granted at the mercy 
of the rich for an exorbitant fee, but a right collectively guaranteed to 
the working class. Passing this question sends a message to the Mass 
State House that the people of Southbridge no longer want profiteers 
standing between them and their basic needs. Given that many pock-
ets in the State House are lined by (and, in many cases, simply belong 
to) these very profiteers, the question will surely not be entertained by 
Southbridge’s misrepresentatives. But if tenants in Southbridge and 
beyond can become increasingly organized around the truly radical 
demands they need, then, much as Spanish tenants found their gov-
ernment move from violent repression to appeasement, the tenants of 
Southbridge might find that radical demands get them further than 
moderation ever could.

Author’s Note: E. Prairial is a member of the Worcester and 
Central Massachusetts chapter of the Democratic Socialists of 
America, which helps workers and tenants organize, holds frequent 
political education events, and is campaigning for social housing 
for all. An event on the proposal will be held at the Jacob Edwards 
Library on the morning of Halloween, Saturday, Oct. 31, at 11:30 
a.m. If you are interested in learning more about the campaign or 
chapter, visit https://worcesterdsa.org.

4  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, October 22-23, 2026

PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

Frank G. Chilinski
President/Publisher
Brendan Berube

Editor

To the Editor

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s 

name, address, and a daytime phone number 
for purposes of verification in order to be 
considered for publication. Only the author’s 
name and the town in which they reside will 
be published. Letters submitted without all of 
the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to 
determine whether a submission satisfies our 
requirements and decency standards, and any 
submission may be rejected at any time for any 
reason he or she might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

Building the future, one idea at a time
There is something particularly encouraging about 

a high school student designing a tool that solves an 
actual problem, especially when that tool proves useful 
enough to become part of a teacher's daily routine.

That is precisely the kind of achievement worth cel-
ebrating at Shepherd Hill Regional High School, where 
an expanded engineering curriculum and a new Clean 
Energy Pathways program are giving students opportu-
nities to turn classroom lessons into practical solutions.

The school's partnership with Project Lead the Way 
represents more than an investment in new equipment. 
It reflects an understanding that preparing young peo-
ple for the future requires giving them opportunities 
to experiment, make mistakes, solve problems and 
discover what they are capable of accomplishing.

With new robotics kits, electrical circuit equipment 
and high-precision 3D printers, students are gaining 
access to technology that allows them to explore 
engineering principles in ways a traditional textbook 
cannot replicate.

Consider the school's tractor pull competition, in 
which students designed miniature tractors and tested 
their creations against one another. On the surface, it 
sounds like an entertaining classroom activity. Beneath 
that friendly competition, however, students were 
learning about friction, force, mechanics and gear 
ratios.

More importantly, they were learning that an idea 
does not always work perfectly the first time.

That may be one of the most valuable lessons any 
school can teach.

In a world increasingly focused on immediate 
results, there is considerable value in teaching young 
people to approach a challenge, evaluate what went 
wrong, make adjustments and try again. Those skills 
extend well beyond engineering. They are essential in 
business, medicine, public service and everyday life.

Perhaps the most compelling example of the pro-
gram's potential is the student who designed and 
3D-printed a specialized drain tool for a chemistry 
teacher. The device remains in use today.

Think about what that experience must mean to a 
young person. Rather than completing an assignment 
that eventually ends up in a folder or recycling bin, 
the student created something that addressed a genuine 
need. That is education at its most effective.

The addition of clean energy education is equally 
significant. As communities consider questions involv-
ing energy costs, infrastructure, environmental pro-
tection and technological change, the next generation 
will need people who understand both the possibilities 
and the practical challenges associated with emerging 
technologies.

Students who develop those skills locally may even-
tually help businesses and communities throughout 
Central Massachusetts adapt to changing industries and 
economic demands.

There is also an important economic development 
component to programs such as these. For generations, 
communities throughout this region have depended on 
people who knew how to build, repair, manufacture and 
improve things. Those traditions remain relevant, even 
as the tools and technologies evolve.

Today's advanced manufacturing technician, renew-
able energy specialist or mechanical engineer may 
work with sophisticated computer systems and auto-
mated equipment, but the underlying principles of 
craftsmanship, precision and problem-solving remain 
remarkably familiar.

Shepherd Hill's expanded curriculum offers an 
opportunity to connect that regional heritage with the 
industries of tomorrow.

Of course, providing equipment is only the begin-
ning. The long-term success of these programs will 
depend on sustained support, capable instruction and 
opportunities for students with different interests and 
abilities to participate. Partnerships with local employ-
ers, technical colleges and industry professionals could 
eventually strengthen those opportunities further, help-
ing students understand how classroom skills translate 
into meaningful careers.

Equally important is ensuring that students who 
have never considered themselves particularly strong in 
science or mathematics have opportunities to discover 
an interest in these fields. Sometimes all it takes is one 
successful project to change a young person's under-
standing of what is possible.

The teachers guiding these experiences deserve 
recognition as well. Creating meaningful hands-on 
lessons requires preparation, creativity, patience and a 
willingness to allow students to work through difficult 
problems rather than providing immediate answers.

For families in Dudley and Charlton, the expansion 
of these programs offers another reason to take pride in 
their regional high school.

Not every student who participates will become an 
engineer. Some will pursue entirely different profes-
sions. Others may discover an unexpected passion that 
influences the direction of their education and careers.

All of them, however, can benefit from learning 
how to think critically, work creatively and approach 
unfamiliar challenges with confidence.

The future of education is not necessarily about 
replacing traditional lessons with technology. It is 
about using technology to make those lessons more 
meaningful.

And sometimes, the best evidence that a school is 
preparing students for the future is something as simple 
as a useful little tool, designed by a teenager, that makes 
someone's workday easier.

OPINION
What do tenant protests in Spain have to do with Southbridge?

Every fall, an email lands in Maya’s inbox 
announcing open enrollment. And every year, she 
quickly clicks “renew” and moves on.

Open enrollment is when you choose your med-
ical and other workplace benefits for the coming 
year. Most companies hold it in the fall. Once it 
closes, you usually can’t make changes unless 
there’s a major life event, like marriage, divorce, or 
a new child.

This year’s decisions may carry more weight than usual. Many 
workers are facing higher health care costs, making it especially 
important to understand what you’re paying for and what protection 
you’re receiving in return.

It’s tempting to renew last year’s choices, but you owe your future-
self more. Your employer’s plans, providers, or costs may have 
changed, and your life might look different from a year ago, perhaps 
with a new dependent or new medical needs. A fresh look helps 
ensure your benefits match your life.

Compare health plans. Employers often offer more than one health, 
dental or vision option. Rather than simply glancing at the monthly 
premium, look at the total potential cost of each plan, including 
deductibles, copays, coinsurance, and out-of-pocket maximums.

Check whether your doctors are in network, your prescriptions are 
covered and what you’d pay out of pocket for visits and medications. 
If you and your spouse both have coverage, compare the plans. Some 
employers charge a fee if you enroll a partner who has their own 
workplace coverage.

Check your life insurance. Many employers provide basic cover-
age, often one or two times your salary, with the option to buy more. 
If your family has grown or your responsibilities increased, make sure 

that amount still fits your needs. If you’ve maxed out 
employer coverage, consider supplementing it with 
an individual policy.

Consider disability coverage. Short-term disability 
coverage, along with paid sick leave and emergency 
savings, should help bridge income gaps for up to six 
months during recovery from surgery, illness, or child-
birth. Long-term disability insurance should protect 

you if you can’t work for an extended period, up to age 65. Ideally, it 
should replace up to 100 percent of your after-tax income.

Look for tax-friendly accounts. Flexible spending accounts (FSAs) 
and health savings accounts (HSAs) let you use pretax dollars for 
eligible medical expenses. If you have dependents, ask about a 
dependent care FSA to pay for care costs. Remember that FSAs are 
use-it-or-lose-it, so contribute only what you expect to spend. HSAs, 
available with high-deductible plans, allow unused funds to roll over 
and can help supplement retirement savings.

Consider your retirement plan. While your retirement plan usually 
isn’t part of open enrollment, this is a good time to revisit it. Make 
sure that, at a minimum, you’re contributing enough to earn any 
employer’s match.

Back to Maya. This year, she sets aside an hour, pours a cup of 
coffee and reads her options. She’s adding more life insurance and 
increasing her HSA contribution. Open enrollment may never be 
thrilling, but time spent now can mean a more confident year for you 
and the people who count on you.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

How to make the most of open enrollment this year

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Effective leadership means putting your constitutents first

Charlton Public Library gets by with a lot of help from our Friends!

By CHARLES

Lanterns Along
Main Street

When did calling someone become rude?

Turn To LANTERNS page A5



SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge 
Lions Club will hold its fall No Limit Texas 
Hold ’Em Poker Tournament on Saturday, 
Nov. 7, at Maqui’s, 61 Chestnut St. in 
Southbridge.

The tournament is open to players age 
18 and older, from regular poker players to 
those who simply enjoy playing an occa-
sional game with friends. Doors will open 
at 4 p.m., with play beginning shortly after 
5 p.m.

A $100 donation provides each player 
with $8,000 in tournament chips. First place 
is guaranteed to receive $2,500, and an addi-
tional place will be paid for every 10 players 
who enter after the first 30. All prizes will be 
paid by money order.

Appetizers will be served during the eve-
ning, and participation is limited to the first 
150 players.

The tournament is one of the Southbridge 
Lions Club’s fundraisers, with proceeds 
helping the club continue its support of 
local individuals, families, organizations 
and community programs.

Those interested in playing are encour-
aged to register in advance. To register or 
for additional information, contact Russ 
Labarge at 774-230-1624 or Wayne Boiteau 
at 774-230-1982.

The Southbridge Lions invite the commu-
nity to come out for an enjoyable night of 
cards while supporting the club’s continuing 
service to the Southbridge area.

WORCESTER — On Oct. 14, Worcester 
County District Attorney Joseph D. Early, 
Jr. hosted the Prevention and Support 
Network’s annual event, bringing together 
community partners for a discussion on 
addiction, recovery, and the importance 
of coordinated support to help individuals 
build stable, healthy lives.

The event featured Dr. Stephen Loyd, 
Chief Medical Officer at Cedar Recovery 
and the real-life physician portrayed by 
Michael Keaton in Hulu’s “Dopesick,” 
and Troy Sandifer, founder and CEO of 
H.U.S.T.L.E. (How U Survive This Life 
Everyday) Recovery, a Tennessee-based 
organization that connects individuals with 
addiction treatment and recovery support 
services.

Dr. Loyd shared his personal experience 
with addiction and recovery, while Sandifer 
discussed H.U.S.T.L.E. Recovery’s respite 
housing model and its role in supporting 
individuals as they work toward long-term 
stability.

Dr. Loyd discussed the complex factors 
that can contribute to addiction, including 
genetics, trauma, and underlying mental 
health challenges. Drawing on his pro-
fessional experience and personal jour-
ney through recovery, he emphasized the 
importance of understanding addiction and 
addressing the underlying factors that can 
contribute to substanceuse. He also spoke 
about the importance of breaking gener-
ational cycles of addiction and creating 
opportunities for individuals and families 
to move forward.

Sandifer also shared his personal journey 
through addiction and the criminal justice 
system and how those experiences inspired 
him to dedicate his work to helping oth-
ers find recovery. Through H.U.S.T.L.E. 
Recovery, he works to connect individuals 
with recovery services and employment 
opportunities that can help them build sta-
bility and independence.

The discussion highlighted the impor-
tance of a comprehensive, collabora-
tive approach to addiction that balances 
accountability with access to treatment 
and support. Addressing the opioid cri-

sis requires more than a criminal justice 
response; it also calls for coordination 
among law enforcement, treatment provid-
ers, community organizations, and other 
partners to help individuals access the 
resources and opportunities they need to 
sustain recovery.

“These leaders came up from Tennessee 
to offer our community successful pro-
grams that help save lives. Their work 
interrupts death,” said District Attorney 
Early. “They shared with us the importance 
of having people with real-life, lived expe-
rience help people overcome this disease 
and improve public safety.”

The event offered an opportunity for 
members of the Prevention and Support 
Network to learn from the speakers’ expe-
riences and consider how their approaches 
could inform local efforts in Worcester 
County. Their work reinforced that lasting 
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Joshua, who likes to be called 
Josh, is a friendly, active, out-
going, and talkative young boy 
with a great sense of humor. He 
loves to tell stories, make oth-
ers laugh, and connect with the 
people around him. Josh is also 
very helpful and enjoys being 
given jobs or responsibilities be-
cause he likes knowing that he 
can contribute and be helpful to 
others. He is thoughtful toward 
others and even makes a point 
of waving goodbye to each of 
his teachers when he leaves 
school each day. Josh enjoys 
encouragement and does well 
when he is given opportunities 
to participate and be involved. 
He forms bonds quickly and en-

joys spending time with others. Josh is an active kid who loves playing video 
games, jumping on his trampoline, and swimming. He also enjoys playing 
sports, especially soccer and basketball. Josh has participated in a soccer 
league and is currently signed up to play on a basketball team. Josh has 
a fun-loving personality and enjoys keeping those around him smiling and 
laughing. He has plans for his future and dreams of becoming a police of-
ficer someday. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21191377413 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you 
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will 
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance 
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the 
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.          

Joshua 
Age 14 

Registration #8744 

He answered after 
several rings, sounding 
slightly alarmed.

"Everything OK?"
"Sure," I said. "Why?"
"Well, you called."
Apparently, that's enough to suggest an 

emergency these days.
I remember when calling somebody was 

considered a perfectly ordinary way to com-
municate. In fact, for a considerable portion of 
my life, it was the only practical way to com-
municate with someone who wasn't standing 
directly in front of you. You picked up the 
telephone, dialed a number and hoped the 
person you wanted was home. Sometimes, 
somebody else answered. Sometimes, you 
had to make polite conversation with a par-
ent, spouse or sibling before being handed 
over to the intended recipient. And some-
times, nobody answered at all. In those cases, 
you simply tried again later. Nobody assumed 
the unanswered call represented a personal 
rejection or the collapse of a friendship.

Today, the rules appear to have changed. 
A telephone call without a preliminary text 
is apparently an intrusion. A voicemail is an 
unexpected burden. And leaving a message 
that says "Call me when you get a chance" 
can produce enough anxiety to warrant a 
family conference.

My wife understands these new customs 
considerably better than I do. She recently 
watched me leave a voicemail for someone 
and shook her head.

"Why didn't you text him?"
"Because I wanted to talk to him."
"You could have texted him to see if he 

was available."
"Wouldn't calling him accomplish the 

same thing?"
She gave me the look she reserves for 

moments when explaining modern civiliza-
tion to her husband seems like an unreason-
able use of her remaining years.

I don't object to texting. It's a wonderful 
invention for certain purposes. If I need to 
tell my wife I'm stopping for milk, a text is 
ideal. If I want to know whether somebody 
has arrived safely, a text works beautifully.

And if someone sends me a photograph of 
a dog wearing sunglasses, I can respond with 
the appropriate expression of amusement 
without interrupting either of our afternoons.

But there are conversations that don't fit 
neatly into little rectangular bubbles on a 
screen. A story, for example.

A proper story requires timing. It requires 
pauses, interruptions and the occasional 
"You're not going to believe what happened 
next." It requires the ability to hear someone 
laughing before you've even reached the 
funny part. Try accomplishing that through a 
series of text messages.

By the time you've finished typing the 
setup, the other person has responded with a 
thumbs-up symbol, which could mean any-
thing from enthusiastic agreement to "Please 
stop contacting me."

I have also discovered that punctuation has 
become a delicate matter. Apparently, ending 
a text message with a period can sometimes 
make you sound angry. I learned this after 
responding to a perfectly innocent question 
with the words, "Sounds good." A younger 
acquaintance later explained that the period 
made the message seem unnecessarily stern. 
I had no idea.

For more than six decades, I'd been under 
the impression that periods were simply how 
sentences ended. Now, evidently, they are 
tiny symbols of disapproval.

I've started wondering what other gram-
matical offenses I've been committing. Does 
a semicolon suggest hostility? Is a colon a 
threat? Should I apologize for using paren-
theses?

And don't get me started on the three little 
dots that appear when somebody is typing a 
response. Those dots can keep a grown man 
staring at his phone like he's awaiting the 
results of an important medical examination. 
They appear. They disappear. They appear 
again. Then nothing.

What happened? Did the person change 
their mind? Did the phone malfunction? 
Were they composing a lengthy declaration 
and decide against sending it?

In the old days, if somebody stopped 
talking halfway through a sentence, you 
could at least ask whether they were all right.

Still, I recognize that communication 
changes with every generation.

My grandparents probably thought answer-
ing machines were peculiar. My parents had 
their own opinions about call waiting. And 
I distinctly remember a time when people 
complained about teenagers spending too 
many hours talking on the telephone. Now 
we complain because nobody wants to talk 
on the telephone. There's a certain symmetry 
to that.

The other evening, I decided to call an old 
friend I hadn't spoken with in several weeks. 
For a moment, I considered sending a text 
first. Then I decided to take my chances.

He answered on the second ring.
"What's wrong?" he asked.
"Nothing. Thought I'd see how you were 

doing."
There was a pause. Then he laughed.
"Well, that's a pleasant surprise."
We talked for nearly half an hour. Nothing 

especially important came up. We traded a 
few stories, complained mildly about the 
price of things and remembered an incident 
from years ago that somehow gets funnier 
every time we tell it. When we hung up, I 
realized how much I'd enjoyed hearing his 
voice.

A few minutes later, my phone buzzed. It 
was a text from him.

"Good talking to you."
I wrote back, "You too."
Then I looked at the message and made 

one small adjustment before sending it.
I removed the period. No sense starting an 

argument.

LANTERNS
continued from page A4

Southbridge Lions to host Fall 
Texas Hold ’Em Tournament

DA hosts discussion on understanding
addiction and supporting recovery

recovery requires more than access to treat-
ment alone. It also depends on coordinated 
support and a commitment to helping indi-
viduals build stable lives in recovery.

Sandifer emphasized the critical step of 
securing stable housing and employment 
options for individuals in early recovery, 
“Treatment is not recovery. Treatment is 
stabilization. Recovery begins after treat-
ment.”

Early has long been committed to 

addressing substance use, trauma, and men-
tal health in Worcester County. In 2015, 
he established the Central Massachusetts 
Opioid Taskforce, which later became the 
Prevention and Support Network, which 
continues to fostercollaboration among 
professionals, law enforcement, and com-
munity organizations to address substance 
use and its impact on individuals, families, 
and communities throughout Worcester 
County.
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Member SIPC

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Yes, you can save for both college 
and retirement.
Let's plan your future together.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Community 
    Connection

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Courtesy Photo

Trinity Catholic Academy students in Pre-K through eighth-grade students, along with several 
staff members, showed their support for breast cancer research and awareness by rocking pink 
hair extensions and pink spray-painted hair! Thanks to everyone who participated and donat-
ed, we raised more than $800 to benefit the Cancer Center at UMass Memorial – Harrington. 
A special thank-you to Finally Lisa’s Hair Salon for generously donating their time and products 
to make this event a success! We are so proud of our TCA community for coming together to 
support such an important cause.

Grassroots Central Mass to host skill sharing workshops in Brookfield
BROOKFIELD — 

Grassroots Central 
Mass., a local citizens’ 
organization, announces 
new quarterly workshops 
focused on teaching 
specific skills, promot-
ing self-sufficiency, and 
building community.

Each workshop will 
feature one skill present-
ed by a member of the 
community with the goal 

of teaching that skill to 
anyone who wishes to 
learn. The first topic will 
be “How to Make a Fabric 
Origami Butterfly,” and 
will be taught by accom-
plished textile artist 
and seamstress, Sandra 
Riccio Holmes of West 
Brookfield. In the work-
shop, attendees will learn 
how to make a fabric 
origami butterfly that can 

be worn as a pin or used 
as an appliqué on a gar-
ment. The workshop will 
take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 24, 10-11:30 a.m. 
at the Brookfield Library 
Barn, 18 Common St., 
Brookfield.

“As a maker, I see sew-
ing as a skill set, a cre-
ative outlet and a place 
for peace of mind,” says 
Holmes. “Sewing is a 

true passion of mine, and 
I am looking forward to 
sharing this skill with my 
friends and neighbors.”

There is no fee for the 

workshop; however, a 
donation of $5-$10 made 
directly to the instruc-
tor to cover materials is 
suggested. Space is limit-

ed, so pre-registration is 
recommended. Register 
here today (https://bit.ly/
OragamiFabric).
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*A free evaluation will be provided, but there is no obligation to purchase your items. Exclusions Apply. **We are not an authorized Rolex 
dealer nor are we affiliated or endorsed by Rolex, Rolex USA, or any of its subsidiaries.

Call (888) 787-1112 or visit NationalRarities.com 
for any item-related questions. 

Over 5,000 5-Star Reviews! 
“Eli was an exceptional appraiser. He took the time to carefully examine 
every item and to explain the valuation process. He was very patient, as I had 
brought many items. He answered all of my questions and put absolutely no 
pressure on me to sell. I felt so comfortable with him and so confident in his 
appraisals that I ended up selling many of my items. I highly recommend Eli as 
an exemplary representative of National Rarities.” - Fran B.

Receive immediate payment! No appointment necessary.

R E C E I V E  A  2 0 %  B O N U S
When you trade for store credit*

Scrap Gold & Silver
 ☐ Gold, Silver & Platinum
 ☐ Dental Gold
 ☐ Old Mountings
 ☐ Class Rings & Fraternal Pins

Coins & Currency
 ☐ Gold & Silver Coins
 ☐ Bullion & Bars
 ☐ Old Paper Money
 ☐ Coin Collections

Fine Jewelry
 ☐ Any Age & Any Style
 ☐ Gold, Silver and Platinum Jewelry
 ☐ Broken or Damaged Jewelry
 ☐ Designer Jewelry

Diamonds
 ☐ Loose & Mounted
 ☐ Damaged
 ☐ Any Size, Color, Style Natural Diamonds

 ☐ Flatware & Serving Pieces
 ☐ Jewelry (Turquoise, Southwestern, etc.)
 ☐ Candlesticks & Candelabras

Sterling Silver
No Need to Polish. No Silver Plate.

Watches
 ☐ Wristwatches & Pocket Watches  

 (Rolex**, Breitling, Patek, Omega, Elgin,  
 Waltham, Illinois, Hamilton, etc.)

 ☐ Any Condition

Fine Art  & Luxury Goods
We Do Not Buy China or Glassware.

 ☐ Original Art By Known Artists
 ☐ Designer Handbags  (Chanel, Fendi, Gucci,  

 Hermès, Louis Vuitton, Prada, etc.)
 ☐ Pens (Montblanc, Montegrappa, etc.)

Rarities
 ☐ Military Memorabilia  

 (Uniforms, Daggers, Swords, etc.)
 ☐ Pre-1950 Advertising & Toys
 ☐ Old Photos & Autographs (Tintypes, etc.)

WHAT WE BUY

OCTOBER 27 - 29

Tuesday - Wednesday | 9:30am - 5:30pm 

Thursday | 9:30am - 4:30pm

409 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Call for directions: (508) 764-7250

3  D A Y S  O N L Y

We buy gold, silver, diamonds, coins & more!

SELL  YOUR VALUABLES
T O  T H E  N AT I O N ’ S  L E A D I N G  E S TAT E  B U Y E R S
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
STURBRIDGE PLANNING BOARD
PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENT
In accordance with the provisions of 
MGL Chapter 40A, Section 5, the Stur-
bridge Planning Board will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on Monday, November 9, 
2026 at 6:35 PM in the Center Office 
Building 2nd Floor, located at 301 
Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
and/or by virtual means if circum-
stances warrant, in accordance with 
applicable law, to consider amend-
ments to the Town’s Zoning Bylaw.
The proposal would amend the Zoning 
Bylaw by inserting a new Article XXI 
Temporary Moratorium on Data Cen-
ters
Section 300-21.1 PURPOSE
In recent years, the introduction of Data 
Centers in many areas of the United 
States has introduced new challenges 
for communities, creating substantial 
demands on energy and water sup-
plies and causing environmental dis-
turbances, including noise. The Town 
needs time to study and consider the 
regulation of Data Centers in light of 
the land use considerations they raise 
and potential negative impacts they 
can cause to communities.
Section 300-21.2 DEFINITION
“Data Center” shall mean: “A facility 
composed of networked computers, 
storage systems, and computing re-
sources that is used to process, store, 
and disseminate large amounts of 
data, and that such a facility is either a 
principal use or is used in a standalone 
capacity”.
Section 300-21.3 TEMPORARY 
MORATORIUM - DURATION
For the reasons set forth above and 
notwithstanding any other provision 
of the Zoning Bylaw to the contrary, 
the Town of Sturbridge hereby en-
acts a temporary moratorium on the 
application for and on the use, build-
ing or installation of Data Centers, as 
defined herein. The moratorium shall 
be in effect through September 30, 
2027. During the moratorium period, 
the Town shall undertake a planning 
process to address the effects of such 
structures and uses in the Town and to 
enact bylaws in a manner consistent 
with sound land use planning goals 
and objectives.
The purpose of this temporary morato-
rium is to provide the Town with tem-
porary time to develop and adopt ap-
propriate zoning regulations specific to 
this rapidly evolving technology. Data 
centers are significantly different from 
traditional utility or industrial uses and 
raise unique considerations related to 
environmental impacts and compatibil-
ity with surrounding land uses.
Additionally, this moratorium will allow 
sufficient time to study best practices, 
review updated state guidance and fire 
code requirements, consult with public 
safety officials, and engage the public, 
while preventing development propos-
als that could outpace local regula-
tions. The moratorium is a temporary 
pause only and is intended to result in 
a well-crafted bylaw that provides clear 
standards and predictability for appli-
cants while protecting public health, 
safety, and welfare. Presently the Town 
has no zoning bylaw adequately ad-
dressing these issues.
During the time of this moratorium the 
Planning Board will work to develop 
and enact Bylaws in a manner con-
sistent with sound land use planning 
goals and objectives. This moratorium 
shall be in effect through September 
30, 2027 or the date on which the Town 
adopts amendment to the bylaw con-
cerning Data Centers, whichever first 
occurs.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting will be conducted in 
person and may be conducted via re-
mote means if circumstance warrant, 
in accordance with applicable law. This 
means
that members of the public body as 
well as members of the public may 
access this meeting in person, or 
via virtual means. https://meet.goto.
com/619527397
Every effort will be made to ensure that 
the public can adequately access the 
proceedings in real time, via techno-
logical means. In the event that we are 
unable to do so, despite best efforts, 

we will post of the Town’s website an 
audio or video recording, transcript, or 
other comprehensive record of the pro-
ceedings as soon as possible after the 
meeting.
Charles Blanchard
Chairperson
October 22, 2026
October 29, 2026

Planning Board
Public Hearing

In accordance with the provisions of In 
accordance with MGL Ch. 40A, and the 
Town of Brimfield Zoning Bylaw section 
7, the Planning Board will be holding 
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2026, at 8:00 p.m. at Hitchcock 
Academy located at 2 Brookfield Rd. 
Brimfield, MA 01010.
The purpose of the hearing is to con-
sider a Site Plan Review application 
for Lawrence Bronner of Brimfield LLC 
who is looking to add an additional 
storage building for Parcel: 9/B/9 lo-
cated at 338 Palmer Rd. Brimfield, MA 
01010.
David Killian
Planning Board Chair 
October 22, 2026
October 29, 2026

Sturbridge Planning Board 
Public Hearing 

Application for Site Plan Approval 
NBM Realty, LLC 

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Ch. 40A, §11, the Planning 
Board will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, November 9, 2026 at 6:45 
PM in the Center Office Building lo-
cated at 301 Main Street, Sturbridge, 
MA 01566 and/or by virtual means if 
circumstances warrant, in accordance 
with applicable law; on the application 
of NBM Realty, LLC for the property lo-
cated at 152 Main Street. 
The applicant requests Site Plan Ap-
proval as required by the Sturbridge 
Zoning Bylaws Article XIX, Site Plan 
Review, to construct two 3-story, 2,323 
sq. ft. multi-family residential buildings 
and associated paved parking per the 
plans and specifications submitted 
for the property located at 152 Main 
Street, Sturbridge.  
The parcel is currently developed with 
two 2-story multi-family residential 
buildings, a paved parking area and a 
gravel parking area. The existing build-
ings will remain in place with no pro-
posed additions or alterations, and the 
existing parking areas will be removed 
to accommodate the new parking con-
figuration. 
The proposed request can be viewed 
at at https://www.sturbridge.gov/830/
Recent-Filings or arrangements can 
be made to view the application packet 
by contacting the Sturbridge Planning 
Department. 
Any person interested or wishing to 
be heard on this proposal should ap-
pear at the time and place designat-
ed. Members of the public may watch 
the meeting online via the Town’s on 
demand video broadcast or via cable 
television on Channel 191.  
It is the intent to have this Public Hear-
ing in person. However, if circumstanc-
es warrant, the Board may choose to 
hold this Hearing via virtual or hybrid 
(in person and virtual) means.  In the 
event of a virtual or hybrid meeting, 
please follow this link: 
https://meet.goto.com/619527397.  
Please note that the meeting/hearing 
will not be suspended or terminated 
if technological problems interrupt the 
virtual broadcast, unless otherwise re-
quired by law. 
Charles Blanchard 
Chairperson 
October 22, 2026
October 29, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P3308EA
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: 

Patricia A Gaumond
Date of Death: 09-02-2026

To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Richard F. Gaumond of 
Sturbridge MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Richard F. Gaumond of Sturbridge 
MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
October 22, 2026

  To the owners of the hereinafter 
described parcels of land situated 
in STURBRIDGE in the county of 
WORCESTER and the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and to all oth-
ers concerned:
   You are hereby notified that on Mon-
day, November 9, 2026  at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Sturbridge Town Hall pursuant to 
the  provisions of General Laws Chap-
ter 60, Section 53 as  amended, and by 
virtue of the authority vested in me as
Collector of Taxes, it is my intention to 
take for the Town of Sturbridge the fol-
lowing parcels of land for non-payment 
after demand, of the taxes due there-
on, with interest and all incidental ex-
penses and costs to the date of taking 
unless the same shall have been paid 
before that date.

     BARBARA A. BARRY
     COLLECTOR                                                             

                                                            
GCY, LLC,                                                   
Parcel: 415-02457-0U2,                                      
BUILDING located at 392 MAIN 
STREET in STURBRIDGE, BUILDING 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
415024570U2, recorded at WORCES-
TER  DISTRICT REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page  6586/385. For       
FY-2023 Tax Due $4,850.67.                                  
                                                            
GCY, LLC,                                                   
Parcel: 415-02457-0U3,                                      
BUILDING located at 392 MAIN 
STREET in STURBRIDGE, BUILDING 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
415024570U3, recorded at WORCES-
TER  DISTRICT REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page  6586/385. For       
FY-2023 Tax Due $2,304.18.                                  
                                                            
GCY, LLC,                                                   
Parcel: 415-02457-0U4,                                      
BUILDING located at 392 MAIN 
STREET in STURBRIDGE, BUILDING 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
415024570U4, recorded at WORCES-
TER  DISTRICT REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page  6586/385. For       
FY-2023 Tax Due $2,551.72.                                  
                                                            
GCY, LLC,                                                   
Parcel: 415-02457-0U5,                                      
BUILDING located at 392 MAIN 
STREET in STURBRIDGE, BUILDING 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
415024570U5, recorded at WORCES-
TER  DISTRICT REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page  6586/385. For       
FY-2023 Tax Due $2,776.92.                                  
                                                            
GCY, LLC,                                                   
Parcel: 415-02457-0U6,                                      
BUILDING located at 392 MAIN 
STREET in STURBRIDGE, BUILDING 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
415024570U6, recorded at WORCES-
TER  DISTRICT REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page  6586/385. For       
FY-2023 Tax Due $5,326.85.                                  
                                                            

GCY, LLC,                                                   
Parcel: 415-02457-U10,                                      
BUILDING located at 392 MAIN 
STREET in STURBRIDGE, BUILDING 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
41502457U10, recorded at WORCES-
TER  DISTRICT REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page  6586/385. For       
FY-2023 Tax Due $1,126.04.                                  
                                                            
GCY, LLC,                                                   
Parcel: 415-02457-U11,                                      
BUILDING located at 392 MAIN 
STREET in STURBRIDGE, BUILDING 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
41502457U11, recorded at WORCES-
TER  DISTRICT REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page  6586/385. For       
FY-2023 Tax Due $284.76.                                    
                                                                                                                 
SLATE CAROL TRUSTEE OF,                                     
C/O MICHAEL SLATE,
SUBSEQUENT OWNER: SLATE, MI-
CHAEL                                          
Parcel: 415-02445-433,                                      
LAND & BUILDING located at 433 
MAIN STREET in STURBRIDGE,   
LAND & BUILDING containing 1.290 
ACRES shown on Assessor’s  
Map 41502445433, recorded at 
WORCESTER DISTRICT REGISTRY 
OF 
DEEDS - Book/Page 19370/0293. For 
FY-2023 Tax Due           
$12,049.48.                                                 
October 22, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE
Lein Sale

Request a Notice of Lein Sale be Pub-
lished on the following listed Units
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 616
Dennis Curboy
99 Elm Street, Apt. 2
Southbridge, MA 01550
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 273 
Henry Skiba
126 North Street
Ware, MA 01082
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 014
Shawn Gillette
49 Eden Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 259
Simeon Paresky
P.O. Box 402
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Household & Misc, Items
Unit No 005
Corey Varnum
426 Cronin Rd
West Brookfield, MA 01585
Household & Misc, Items
October 15, 2026
October 22, 2026
October 29, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on October 28, at 6:30 
PM on the application of Ronald & 
Paula Wilmot.
The applicant has filed a Notice of 
Intent for the replacement of a failed 
septic system, the construction of a 
small retaining wall, and the repair of 
an existing driveway within the 100-ft 
buffer zone to a Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland. The project location is: 104 
Colburn Road, Charlton, MA 01507. 
Parcel ID: 69-C-7.1
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate remotely can access 
the meeting by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
October 22, 2026

LEGALS

CHARLTON — The 
Charlton community is 
invited to bring broken 
household items to a 
special Repair Café at 
the Charlton Library on 
Saturday, Oct. 24 from 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The event will bring 
together volunteers with 
practical repair skills to 
help community mem-
bers troubleshoot and 

repair everyday items, 
while sharing knowledge 
and encouraging a cul-
ture of reuse and sustain-
ability.

Rather than throwing 
something away when 
it stops working, resi-
dents are encouraged to 
bring it to the Repair 
Café and see whether it 
can be given a second 
life. Fixers are available 

for the following cate-
gories: Bicycles, Small 
Appliances, Sewing 
Machines (not gears or 
programming issues), 
Stringed Instruments, 
Fabric (Clothes/stuffed 
animals/dog toys), 
Computer/Information 
Technology, Knife 
Sharpening, Jewelry, 
Wood, General Small 
Repairs, and Simple 

electronics.
The Repair Café is 

designed as a hands-
on, community learning 
event. Visitors can work 
alongside volunteers, 
learn basic repair tech-
niques, and connect with 
others who enjoy fixing, 
maintaining, and reusing 
everyday items.

Registration is not 
required, we will do our 

best to accommodate 
walk-ins.  This is a free 
event open to all from 
Charlton and surround-
ing communities.

The event is part of a 
growing effort to reduce 
waste, extend the useful 
life of household goods, 
and build practical skills 
within the communi-
ty.  Our Repair Café is 
a partnership between 

the Charlton Lions Club, 
Keep Charlton Beautiful, 
the Charlton Business 
Alliance, and the 
Charlton Public Library.

For additional infor-
mation, visit the Charlton 
Library Web site at 
https://charltonlibrary.
org.

Charl ton Public 
Library is located at 40 
Main St.

Repair Café coming to Charlton Library Oct. 24



WEBSTER — Forty-
six Saint Joseph School 
students in Grades 5 and 
6 traded their traditional 
classrooms for the for-
ests, fields, ponds, cran-
berry bogs, and coastal 
environments of Cape 
Cod during a three-
day Outdoor Classroom 
experience in Yarmouth 
Port, Massachusetts, 
from Sept. 28–30.

The overnight program 
combined environmental 
science, outdoor adven-
ture, and team-building 
activities designed to 
strengthen students’ crit-
ical-thinking, collabora-
tion, and problem-solv-
ing skills. The Yarmouth 
Port location was select-
ed to complement Saint 
Joseph School’s annual 
STEM Days at Webster 
Lake while giving stu-
dents an opportunity to 
investigate a very differ-
ent ecosystem.

“We selected the 
Yarmouth Port location 
because it allowed our 
students to build upon the 
environmental learning 
they experience during 
our annual STEM Days 
at Webster Lake while 
exploring an entirely dif-
ferent ecosystem,” said 
Principal Beth Boudreau. 
“The students were able 
to learn through direct 
observation, hands-on 
investigation, and collab-
oration—and they had an 
incredible time doing it.”

The highlight of the 
trip was an excursion 
to Chapin Memorial 
Beach. Arriving at low 
tide, students explored 
the beach’s vast inter-
tidal zone and searched 
for signs of coastal and 

marine life, includ-
ing hermit crabs, moon 
snails, and other organ-
isms that inhabit the 
changing environment 
between land and sea. 
Students observed first-
hand how tides influence 
habitats and the plants 
and animals that depend 
upon them.

Throughout their stay, 
students selected from 
a variety of hands-on 
classes based on their 
individual interests. In 

Camouflage and Stalking, 
they learned how and 
why animals use camou-
flage before practicing 
their own ability to hide 
within a natural environ-
ment. During Terrarium 
Making, students creat-
ed miniature ecosystems 
while learning how living 
and nonliving compo-
nents interact.

Orienteering introduced 
students to the use of maps 
and compasses, while Wood 
Carving emphasized tool 

safety and traditional out-
door skills. In Forest Fires, 
students explored how fires 
begin, spread, and some-
times contribute to the natu-
ral process of forest renewal. 
During the evening Science 
Fair, students participated in 
demonstrations involving 
scientific principles such as 
air pressure, electricity, con-
vection, and states of matter.

Some students select-
ed a Wild Wellness 
class, during which they 
learned about the histori-

cal uses of plants and cre-
ated an all-natural facial 
scrub. The popular Night 
Experience, also known 
as the “Night Hike,” 
encouraged students to 
explore the outdoors after 
dark while learning how 
human senses adapt to 
nighttime conditions.

Beyond the academic 
lessons, students chal-
lenged themselves on a 
low ropes course, visited 
a cranberry bog, and par-
ticipated in team-building 

exercises. Competitive—
but friendly—games of 
gaga ball were a favor-
ite during free time. 
Evenings were filled with 
singing, laughter, and 
camaraderie.

The food also earned 
especially enthusiastic 
reviews, with many stu-
dents returning for second 
and even third helpings.

Although the trip 
began with rainy weather 
and many students were 
nervous about spending 
their first nights away 
from home, the group 
quickly adjusted.

“One of the most reward-
ing parts of the trip was 
watching students grow in 
confidence and indepen-
dence,” Boudreau said. 
“Some were nervous about 
being away from home for 
the first time, but by the 
final day, many were ask-
ing if they could stay lon-
ger. That transformation 
says so much about the 
quality of the experience.”

The students were 
accompanied by Boudreau, 
Grade 5 Instructor Miss 
Norah Brennan, Middle 
School Science Instructor 
Mr. Mathew Kolesnik, 
and parent chaperones 
Mrs. Kristen Kracjik, Mrs. 
Melissa Copeland, and Mr. 
Michael Coan.

Saint Joseph School is 
grateful to the phenom-
enal Outdoor Classroom 
staff and to the faculty 
members and parents who 
helped make the trip a safe, 
meaningful, and memora-
ble learning experience. 
Following the success of 
this year’s program, the 
school has already booked 
its Outdoor Classroom 
trip for 2027.
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Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a new 

roof hire a roofing 
company .We are the 
only local company 
dedicated to roofing 

only .We install roofing 
only everyday 

Read our reviews at the Better
Business Bureau. A+ rating and 
accredited member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 

Now Accepting 
All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers
Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal

Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed & 
Insured
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SCHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work
Fully Licensed  

and Insured
MA LIC #CS069127  

MA HIC. LIC #1079721  
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Saint Joseph students take classroom learning to Cape Cod



State University and 
remains connected 

to local sports orga-
nizations through 
coaching and volun-
teerism.

W a r b u r t o n 
remains one of the 
t o p - p e r f o r m i n g 
women’s basketball 
players at QCC. In 
her second season, 
she led the league 
in both scoring and 
rebounding. In addi-
tion to her stats, she 
was known as being 
incredibly hardwork-
ing on and off the 
court.

Small's connection 
to QCC Athletics has 
spanned decades. He 
was a member of 
the men's basketball 
program and later 
returned to support 
the program as a 

volleyball coach 
and mentor, helping 
develop future stu-
dent athletes. Today, 
Small remains a 
dedicated athletics 
ambassador, promot-
ing and documenting 
QCC sporting events 
through his photog-
raphy and communi-
ty engagement.

This event is free 
and open to the pub-
lic with registration 
required. Spectrum 
NECN Sports 
Director Kevin Shea 
will serve as the 
emcee. Additional 
details and registra-
tion information are 
available at QCC.
edu/event /2026-
1 1 - 0 7 / a t h l e t -
ics-hall-fame.

WORCESTER 
— Girls on the Run 
Worcester County 
is pleased to be the 
recipient of a grant 
from the United 
Way of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Women’s Initiative. 
This grant aligns 
with the United 
Way of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Women’s Initiative 
mission of address-
ing violence in the 
lives of middle 
school age girls.

Girls on the Run 
Worcester County 
inspires girls to be 
joyful, healthy, and 
confident through 
an evidence-based 
curriculum that cre-
atively integrates 
running. The after-
school program 
teaches girls healthy 
habits and critical 
life skills such as 
positive self-talk, 
teamwork, and navi-
gating big emotions. 
Volunteer coaches 
undergo training to 
effectively create 
welcoming environ-
ments, support indi-
vidual growth, and 
deliver lessons that 
help girls improve 
competence, confi-
dence, caring, char-
acter, and connec-
tion. 

Each eight-week 
season culminates 
with a team-led 
Community Impact 
Project and cele-
bratory 5K event. 
The end-of-season 
Girls on the Run 
5K provides partici-
pants with a tangible 
sense of confidence 
that comes through 
accomplishment and 
a framework for set-
ting and achieving 
life goals.

“Girls on the Run 
Worcester County 
is incredibly grate-
ful to the United 
Way of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Women’s Initiative 
for this generous 
investment in our 
girls and our mis-
sion. This partner-
ship allows us to 
create spaces where 
girls can build 
confidence, form 
meaningful connec-
tions, discover their 
strengths, and devel-
op the skills they 
need to navigate 
life with courage 
and resilience. We 
are proud to partner 
with an organization 
that shares our belief 
in the power and 
potential of every 
girl,” said Karen 
Spencer, Executive 

Director, Girls on 
the Run Worcester 
County.

United Way 
of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Women’s Initiative is 
dedicated to igniting 
positive change for 
adolescent girls (ages 
nine to 15) through 
philanthropy, wom-
en’s leadership, 
and advocacy. By 
supporting Girls on 
the Run Worcester 
County, the United 
Way of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Women’s Initiative 
will directly impact 
girls by helping 
Girls on the Run 
Worcester County 
provide scholarships 
and high-quality 
programming for 
girls who may oth-
erwise be unable to 
participate due to 
financial barriers. 
This funding ensures 
that more girls have 
access to a safe, 
supportive environ-
ment where they 
build confidence, 
strengthen social and 
emotional skills, and 
discover the power 
of believing in them-
selves. Together, 
the non-prof-
it and the United 
Way of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Women’s Initiative 
are excited to con-
tinue empowering 
the lives of young 
girls throughout 
Worcester County.

“The United 
Way of Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Women’s Initiative is 
proud to partner with 
Girls on the Run in 
creating opportuni-
ties for girls to build 
meaningful rela-
tionships, connect 
with positive role 
models, and devel-
op skills that will 
serve them through-
out their lives. Their 
work reflects our 
shared commit-
ment to helping 
girls across Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
thrive,” said 
Anabelle Santiago, 
Manager, Women’s 
Initiative United 
Way of Central 
Massachusetts.

Since, 2014, 
Girls on the Run 
Worcester County 
has served and 
inspired thousands 
of girls to cross the 
5K finish line. In a 
recent end-of-sea-
son survey, care-
givers and coaches 
alike confirmed the 
power of the pro-
gram. Ninety-six 

percent of parents/
caregivers agree 
that Girls on the 
Run was a valuable 
experience for their 
child, and 95 per-
cent of coaches felt 
that they were mak-
ing a difference in 
participants’ lives. 

Additionally, a 
third-party study 
that surveyed coach-
es and program site 
hosts showed that 
Girls on the Run 
(GOTR) supports a 
positive school cli-
mate. Of the current 
teacher coaches sur-
veyed, 99 percent 
said that GOTR 
supports their school 
climate by encourag-
ing physical activity 
and health among 
students and by 
fostering an envi-
ronment where stu-
dents’ thoughts, feel-
ings, and ideas are 
valued. Ninety-five 
percent of current 
program site hosts 
said GOTR supports 
their school climate 
by supporting men-
tal health by building 
students’ social-emo-
tional capacities and 
by fostering feelings 
of connectedness 
among students.

To learn more 
about the organi-
zation’s mission or 
how to get involved, 
please visit www.
gotr-worc.org.

About Girls on 
the Run Worcester 
County

Girls on the Run 
Worcester County 
creates and offers 
empowering after-
school programs 
designed for girls in 
grades 3 to 8. The 
nonprofit helps par-
ticipants build con-
fidence, increase 
physical activity, 
and develop life 
skills like managing 
emotions, resolving 
conflicts, and form-
ing friendships. With 
the support of trained 
coaches, team mem-
bers activate their 
limitless potential 
through a blend of 
physical activities 
and engaging les-
sons. The research-
based curriculum 
explores topics rel-
evant to eight- to 
13-year-old girls, 
such as expressing 
empathy and stand-
ing up for oneself 
and others. The 
program includes a 
Community Impact 
Project and culmi-
nates with a celebra-
tory 5K. Discover 
more at www.gotr-
worc.org.
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774-200-7308
WAR RELICS & 

WAR SOUVENIERS 
WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

1 bedroom 
HOUSE for rent
North Brookfield 
Off street parking

All appliances
 included 

Call 
978-340-7217

GARAGE SALE 
Twin bed $500

Steel Shelving $100 ea.
Small Bookcase $50

Large Bookcases $100 ea.
Cabinets $200 ea.

Cabinet $300
SATURDAY NOV 7th 

8am-4pm
15 Wendy Lane, 

Uxbridge 

QCC honors athletic greatness with inaugural Hall of Fame

Worcester Chamber announces 
12th Startup Worcester cohort

United Way of Central 
Massachusetts supports Girls

on the Run Worcester County

WORCESTER 
— The Worcester 
Regional Chamber 
of Commerce is 
pleased to announce 
the 10 compa-
nies and organi-
zations selected 
for the 2026–2027 
cohort of StartUp 
Worcester, marking 
the 12th year of the 
entrepreneurship 
program.

StartUp Worcester 
is a joint program 
of the Worcester 
Regional Chamber 
of Commerce and 
WorcLab designed 
to help launch and 
grow new busi-
nesses while sup-
porting entrepre-
neurs in Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s . 
Presented with sup-
port from program 
sponsors M&T 
Bank and Millstone 
Law, participants 
receive a compli-
mentary member-
ship to the Chamber 
and WorcLab, 
access to coworking 
space, and opportu-
nities for mentorship 
via the program and 
SCORE, network-
ing, fundraising, and 
other programming 
designed to help 
early-stage ventures 
develop and scale.

Since its launch, 
StartUp Worcester 
has supported entre-
preneurs across 
a wide range of 
industries, from 
technology and pro-
fessional services to 
food, health, trans-
portation, and social 
enterprise. Alumni 
have gone on to 

secure funding, 
expand their opera-
tions, earn regional 
and national recog-
nition, and continue 
growing their busi-
nesses in Central 
Massachusetts.

The members 
of the 2026–2027 
StartUp Worcester 
cohort are:

• Artist Health 
Coverage: Led by 
Magdelene Barjolo, 
Artist Health 
Coverage is a non-
profit initiative in 
the early validation 
phase that helps 
freelance creatives 
access affordable 
healthcare through 
enrollment assis-
tance, venue part-
nerships, and mem-
ber-owned coverage 
models.

• Avanza 
Ability Partners 
Inc.: Founded by 
Mayerling De La 
Rosa and two part-
ners, Avanza Ability 
Partners provides 
bilingual naviga-
tion and culturally 
responsive support 
for families of indi-
viduals with devel-
opmental disabili-
ties while preparing 
for state agency 
contracting.

• Born For 
More: Founded 
by Michaelangelo 
Shavies, Born For 
More is a youth-em-
powerment social 
enterprise that pairs 
mentorship with a 
gamified mission 
platform, aiming 
to generate up to 
$25,000 this year 
through curriculum 

licensing and pilot 
programs.

• Dewar 
P e r f o r m a n c e : 
Founded by Melissa 
Dewar, Worcester-
based Dewar 
Performance pro-
vides transparent 
SEO and website 
strategies for local 
contractors and 
service providers, 
aiming to establish 
repeatable systems 
and recurring retain-
er revenue.

• Golden 
Transportation and 
Logistics LLC: 
Founded by Navy 
veteran Maxwell 
Adu-Boakye, this 
pre-launch non-med-
ical transit service 
leverages 13+ years 
of healthcare con-
tracting experience 
to provide dignified, 
dependable transpor-
tation for Worcester 
County veterans, 
seniors, and individ-
uals with disabilities.

• Greenhouse 
Bread: Founded by 
head baker Vanthara 
Hill with technical 
support from David 
Hill, Greenhouse 
Bread is a boot-
strapped Millbury 
bakery finalizing its 
municipal licensing 
to bring sustainable, 
artisan sourdough 
directly to local 
markets and pop-
ups.

• Lexagy LLC: 
Founded by 
Raymond Carville, 
Lexagy LLC is 
a bootstrapped, 
Worcester-based 
software company 
currently in beta 

testing for its sub-
sc r ip t i on -based 
family reading and 
community-sharing 
platform ahead of 
a November 2026 
launch.

• My Collective: 
Founded by Crystal 
McGlynn, My 
Collective blends 
m i n d f u l n e s s , 
movement, and 
art through pro-
prietary wellness 
frameworks at its 
Sturbridge stu-
dio while actively 
working to scale 
B2B corporate well-
ness packages.

• Vanguard 
Insight: Co-founded 
by Andrew 
and Jacqueline 
Swenson, Vanguard 
Insight is an ear-
ly-stage, self-funded 
Worcester consult-
ing firm utilizing 
StartUp Worcester 
to scale its opera-
tions and work-
force development 
services for local 
businesses and non-
profits.

• Wuoti Law 
LLC: Founded by 
Amanda Wuoti, 
Wuoti Law LLC 
provides accessible, 
unbundled contract 
legal services across 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
and Rhode Island, 
having generated 
$45,000 in its first 
year while serving 
roughly 30 active 
clients.

“The 12th StartUp 
Worcester cohort 
reflects the breadth 
of entrepreneur-
ship taking place 
across Central 

Massachusetts,” said 
Mike Kane, of the 
Worcester Regional 
Chamber of 
Commerce. “These 
founders are tackling 
challenges in areas 
ranging from trans-
portation and health-
care access to tech-
nology, professional 
services, food, and 
youth development. 
We look forward 
to connecting them 
with the resources, 
mentors, and rela-
tionships that can 
help them take their 
businesses to the 
next level.”

The 2026–2027 
cohort begins pro-
gramming this 
month. Throughout 
the program year, 
participants will 
have opportunities 
to connect with fel-
low entrepreneurs, 
business leaders, 
mentors, and mem-
bers of the region’s 
broader startup eco-
system while devel-
oping the skills and 
relationships needed 
to strengthen their 
ventures.

StartUp Worcester 
alumni include com-
panies and founders 
that have achieved 
milestones ranging 
from significant 
outside funding and 
facility expansion to 
national startup rec-
ognition. Alumni of 
the program include: 
Petricore, Solvus 
Global, HydroGlyde 
Coatings, Munq, 
Wicked Wheels, 
Wake the Way, the 
Jewelry Co-Op, and 
EZBusy.ai.

WORCESTER 
— Quinsigamond 
Community College 
will celebrate the 
history and legacy 
of its athletics pro-
gram with the inau-
gural Athletics Hall 
of Fame Celebration 
on Saturday, Nov. 7 
at 11 a.m. at the 670 
West Boylston Street 
campus.

The QCC Alumni 
Athletics Hall of 
Fame was estab-
lished to recognize 
former student 
athletes, coaches, 
teams and support-
ers whose achieve-
ments and service 
have made signif-
icant contributions 
to Quinsigamond 
Community College 
Athletics and the 
broader college 
community.

"The Athletics 
Hall of Fame pro-
vides an opportunity 
to recognize the indi-

viduals and teams 
whose accomplish-
ments have elevated 
QCC Athletics and 
strengthened our 
college community," 
said QCC President 
Dr. Luis Pedraja. 
"These honorees 
have left a lasting 
impact on our cam-
pus and exemplify 
the determination, 
excellence and per-
severance that define 
the QCC spirit."

The inaugu-
ral Hall of Fame 
class includes the 
2006-07 men's bas-
ketball team and 
former student-ath-
letes Maurice 
"Mo" Horton, Rich 
Small and Trafficia 
Warburton. 

The 2006-07 
men's basketball 
team remains one 
of the most accom-
plished teams 
in QCC history. 
Despite competing 

with a nine-play-
er roster, the team 
captured state and 
regional champion-
ships and advanced 
to the National 
Junior College 
Athletic Association 

Division III Final 
Four, ultimately fin-
ishing fifth in the 
nation. The team 
was inducted into 
the New England 
Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 2015.  

Horton helped 
lead the 2006-07 
team and remains 
the only player in 
program history to 
surpass 1,400 career 
points. He went on 
to play for Worcester 

Courtesy Photo

The 2006/2007 Quinsigamond Community College Men’s Basketball team.



WEBSTER — Saint 
Joseph School in Webster 
recently recognized 
Father Richard Polek 
and Father Anthony 
Kazarnowicz in obser-
vance of Priesthood 
Sunday, celebrated this 
year on Sept. 27.

Following the school’s 
weekly Friday Mass on 
September 25, Grade 3 
students Rayna Parslow 
and Camden Bergman 
presented gifts to the 
priests on behalf of the 
entire school commu-
nity. The presentation 
followed remarks by 
Principal Beth Boudreau, 

who thanked both priests 
for their service to Saint 
Joseph School and Saint 
Joseph Basilica.

Priesthood Sunday is 
an annual celebration 
honoring the vocation of 
the priesthood and rec-
ognizing the dedication 
and faithful service of 
Catholic priests. It also 
provides an opportunity 
to pray for priests, for an 
increase in vocations, and 
for those discerning a call 
to the priesthood.

Father Richard, pastor 
of Saint Joseph Basilica 
and headmaster of Saint 
Joseph School, and Father 

Tony are important mem-
bers of the school com-
munity. Through their cel-
ebration of Mass and the 
sacraments, their prayers 
and spiritual guidance, 
and their presence at 
school events, they help 
students grow in faith and 
deepen their relationship 
with Jesus Christ. Their 
support strengthens the 

school’s Catholic identity 
and reminds students that 
faith is at the heart of 
everything they do.

The students, families, 
faculty, and staff of Saint 
Joseph School expressed 
their gratitude to Father 
Richard and Father Tony 
for the many ways they 
serve the school and par-
ish communities.
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ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

30 KNOLLWOOD DRIVE
STONYBROOK ESTATES

*4 Bedroom
*24x24 

Great Room
*3.5 Baths

*2 Year 
Home 

Warranty
*2 Fireplaces

*Hot Tub*3900 Sq. Ft.
$849,900

95 A.F. PUTNAM RD.
*1.5 Acres

 *3 Full Baths 
*NEW

Construction
*7 Room

*Contemporary Flair
$675,000

2 GREAT CHARLTON PROPERTIES

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

3 Elm St  $425, 000  No lLosing Costs!

OXFORD-MOTIVATED SELLER!
* VA 

Financing 
Possible!

*3 
Bedroom
 * 2 Full 
Baths

*Minutes 
to Highway 

Access

604 Beacon Park  $440, 000

WEBSTER LAKE- 
ONE LEVEL LIVING*Seller offering to Buy Down Rate!!!

*Uogrades  Galore Include: *Skylights 
*Family Room *Main Level Bedroom

&=*Hardood Flooring *Bath

9 Colonial Rd $535,000

SUTTON SOUTHBRIDGE
30+ ACRES

$235,000
BLACKMER RD

COMING SOON!
WEBSTER-

RANCH WITH
 IN LAW UNIT

REAL ESTATE 
COFFEE HOUR

Learn About Buying Down Your Rate
Learn About 3 Year Adjustable Rate
Learn About 5 Year Adjustable Rate
Learn About 7 Year Adjustable Rate
Learn About the Real Estate Market-

 WIll Rates Continue to Rise???
Call JoAnn - Reserve You Seat Now!

Limited Seating No Cost

*This is Your Opportunity *1st Floor 
Condo *3 Great Waterviews

 *2 Full Baths * Available Now!!
 *Let’s Talk About Lake Living

Featured New Listing!
24 Laurelwood Dr

Webster Lake Waterfront

hope2own.com
508.943.4333
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43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333
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Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 
Sprawling fieldstone faced 
Ranch! Located on a +/- 
0.5-acre, 2 car garage. 
Offers: 1,860 sf main level 
plus 1,000 sf +/- finished 
lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces-
FHW BB heat. Open floor 
plan kitchen, living rm, 
dining rm, breezeway w/
sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom 
MLS # 73500183 $464,900

Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

Building Lot, 2.01 +/- acres, 154’ road 
frontage, Surveyed and portioned out 
of a larger tract of land, Zoned ASFR 
(Agricultural Single Family Residen-
tial)  Located near State Land 

~ A Great Value at $69,900.

Webster - Douglas 
Rd (Rt 16) ANR 

Lot # 2

Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extremely High 
Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More.  Econom-
ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling.  Its 
close proximity to Successful National Franchised 
Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this 
Location.  Convenient Access. 
MLS #73512426 $ 615,000

Webster- 3 Oakwood Dr
Presenting a meticulously 
maintained Colonial! This invit-
ing home, spans 2,042 sf +/-, 
4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths. The living 
room offers a sophisticated 
ambiance, enhanced by hard-
wood floors, crown moldings & 

custom built in shelves. Also provides a 2 car att’d garage for 
secure parking & storage. MLS#73523347  $589,900

Open House Saturday & Sunday 12-2 
Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit!

 Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake!   
Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide 
an exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 
sf+/ featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all  designed 
for relaxation & convenience!  Nothing quite compares! Priced 
to Sell.
VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS   $948,000

Webster - 106 East Main St  (Rte 12)
Commercial Opportunity!

SORRY, SOLD!
On the shores of prestigious 
Webster Lake! Experience 
ultra-luxury lakefront living 
with direct water access. This 
young modern craftsman lake 
home is masterly designed to 
maximize panoramic Western 
views through a two-story ar-
chitectural tower. The home 
boasts 3,790 +/- square feet of 
sophisticated, three-story living 
space, complete with multilevel 
waterside decks, a radius stone 
faced patio, and a tiered land-
scape with its own waterfall. 
From morning coffee to sunset 
gatherings, you will enjoy every 
minute overlooking your water-
front. The 1,735 +/- square feet 
main level features a spacious 
open floor plan, welcoming you 

into a kitchen, dining, and living area tailored for intimate social hosting. The living room 
flows seamlessly onto an expansive open deck and into an exquisite sun-drenched sitting 
room. A magnificent primary bedroom suite offers a private full bath, double sink vanity, 
walk-in closet and dressing room. The purposely designed lower level delivers effortless, 
large-volume entertainment, featuring a full second kitchen and a sprawling recreation room 
that opens to a substantial lakeside patio. With 2 additional bedrooms and bath, this level 
easily serves as a private guest floor. This Lake property is designed to create long-lasting 
memories!     MLS#73563787  $1,750,000

This Beautifully Maintained Two-Level Waterfront  Panoramic WATER VIEWS from 
almost every Single Window!! 50 Ft of Sandy Shoreline!! Front-row Northwest-facing 

Sunsets !!.. Offering a sweeping Wall of 
Windows to enjoy watching Mother Nature 
at her Finest!! Wood Flooring!!...This Main 
Level has an Effortless Layout adding a 
Roomy Convenient Bedroom & Large Clos-
et, Full bath, 1/2 Bath & Laundry!!... Down-
stairs, the Walk-out Lower Level Transitions 
into a phenomenal Guest Retreat with 2 
Bedrooms, Living space, and Full Bath!!..2 
Car Garage! MLS#7356983       $1,050,000.

Featured New Listing!
Webster Lake Waterfront - 86 Bates Point Rd 

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Rare Lake Residential Building Opportu-
nity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped 
lots ~ each with 1/3 ownership of a pri-
vate, prime waterfront lot, swimmable 
& boatable, where you will enjoy a sun 
drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock 
~ just baby steps away from your NEW 
HOME! You will have direct lake access, 
low off-Lake taxes, access to municipal 
water/sewer services and an established 
neighborhood. Build now or build later 
BUT enjoy Webster Lake IMMEDIATELY!
 Go To MLS # 73582967 $247,500

Webster Lake ~0 Wakefield Ave 
Rare Lake Residential Building Opportunity! 1 of 2 build-ready level, landscaped lots 
~ each with 1/3 ownership of a private, prime waterfront lot, swimmable & boatable, 
where you will enjoy a sun drenched sandy shoreline & boat dock ~ just baby steps 

away from your NEW home! You 
will have direct lake access, low 
off-Lake taxes, access to municipal 
water/sewer services and an es-
tablished neighborhood. Build now 
or build later BUT enjoy Webster 
Lake IMMEDIATELY!  
Go To MLS # 73582966   $277,500.

Webster Lake ~
 60 Wakefield Ave ~ Corner Lot!

Webster Lake Waterfront 
22 Union Point Snug 

Harbor Villa 

508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of  Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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Info, Full Terms, Broker Registration, and More  at:

JJManning.com

REAL ESTATE  

 AUCTION

55 Old Common Rd., Auburn, MA 
Wed., October 28 at 11am On-site

Open House: Wed., October 21 (11am-1pm)

4,107± sf, 4BR, 3.5BA Home 
with Detached 2-Car Garage on 1.7± Acres

FOR RENT
DUDLEY AND 

WEBSTER 
2 Bedrooms 

W/D Hookup 
Quiet 

neighborhoods 
Off Street Parking 
Call 774-230-7731

REAL ESTATE

Saint Joseph School honors priests

Courtesy Photo

Saint Joseph School Grade 3 students Rayna Parslow and 
Camden Bergman join Father Richard Polek and Father Anthony 
Kazarnowicz at the altar of Saint Joseph Basilica after presenting 
them with gifts in recognition of Priesthood Sunday.



ible TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K 
T-shirt.

“Partnering with TREK Sturbridge 
has become a great way to bring 
people together, enjoy some of 
Sturbridge’s beautiful trails and have 
a little Halloween fun at the same 
time,” Hachfeld said. “More impor-
tantly, every registration helps Rotary 
put money back into the community 
through scholarships for local students 
and support for other community proj-
ects and needs.”

All activities begin at the Old 
Sturbridge Village Education Center 
on Old Sturbridge Village Road. 
(Participants should note that the 
Education Center is not the Old 

Sturbridge Village Academy locat-
ed near the village’s main entrance.) 
Parking will be available in the 
Education Center lot.

The event features a timed 5K 
Trail Run, a Fun Walk and a timed 
1K Pre-Teen Run. In keeping with 
the Halloween spirit, participants 
are encouraged to come in costume. 
Activities begin at 9 a.m. with a free 
costume parade, relay races and orga-
nized games for young children at the 
Education Center.

The timed 1K Pre-Teen Run begins at 
9:15 a.m. and is open to children ages 
12 and younger. Registration is $20, 
and the course is accessible to partici-
pants with mobility challenges.

The timed 5K Trail Run and Fun 
Walk begin at 10 a.m. The course 
follows Old Sturbridge Village Road 
and the Arbutus Park Trail through 
the Leadmine Mountain Wildlife 
Conservation Lands. Registration is 
$35 for the 5K and $30 for the Fun 
Walk.

Registered runners and walkers can 
also compete in the Best Costume com-
petition prior to the 11:15 a.m. awards 
ceremony, with winners selected by 
popular choice.

Race-day registration will be avail-
able beginning at 8:30 a.m. Participants 
may register on their own devices 
using a QR code available at the site. 
Paper registration forms will also be 
available for those unable to register 
online.

The TREK Sturbridge Halloween 
5K, 1K & Fun Walk is a fundraiser of 
the Rotary Club of Sturbridge, with 
proceeds supporting the club’s schol-
arships for local students and other 
community service projects.

“People who participate in the TREK 
Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun 
Walk aren’t just signing up for a race,” 
said Sturbridge Rotary Club President, 
Tim Gresenz. “They’re helping Rotary 
continue the work we do throughout 
the year to support students, families 
and organizations in our community. 
We hope they’ll come out, bring the 
family, wear a costume and make a 
morning of it.”

For additional information or to 
become an event sponsor, contact Race 
Director Klaus Hachfeld at laserk-
laus@gmail.com or visit the Sturbridge 
Rotary Club Web site at https://stur-
bridgerotary.com.

WALES — All are welcome to join 
the Friends of the Wales Public Library, 
77 Main St., Wales, in celebration of 
Winnie the Pooh’s 100th Birthday!

Festivities will be on Saturday, Oct. 

24. Drop in for this free celebration 
anytime between 9-Noon to hear stories 
of Winnie the Pooh and his friends, 
play a game of Pooh sticks, build a 
house for Eeyore, write birthday cards 
for Winnie the Pooh, get a tattoo of 
the characters from the book, enjoy a 
scavenger hunt, meet a beekeeper, and 
try a smackerel of “hunny” along with 
a birthday treat.

The real-life Winnipeg (Winnie) was 
a Canadian black bear who was a mil-
itary mascot brought to England by 
a Canadian veterinary officer. Before 
Lieutenant Harry Colebourn left for the 
WWI front in France, he left Winnie at 
the London Zoo, where she became a 
friendly and popular attraction.

A.A. Milne visited the zoo with his 
son Christopher Robin and when they 
went home, Christopher renamed his 
stuffed bear Winnie. The Pooh part of 
Winnie-the-Pooh’s name came from 
a swan that the family met on their 
holiday.

Inspired by Christopher Robin's 
stuffed animals including Eeyore, 
Piglet, and numerous stuffed friends, 
A.A. Milne created tales full of adven-
tures in the 100-acre woods that we can 
still enjoy one hundred years later.

Please register on the Wales Public 
Library Facebook events page, email: 
wales@cwmars.org, or call 413 245-
9072. We are grateful to Country Bank 
for Savings for sponsoring this event. 
The Publick House will provide birth-
day treats.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 10/23 & SATURDAY 10/24

BRAISED 
SHORT RIB 

AFTER 5PM

WHITCO 508.885.9343
WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,
DISHWASHERS, and TVS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

TWIN: $199
(REG. $299)

FULL: $269
(REG. $499)

QUEEN: $299
(REG. $599)

MATTRESS SALE!

GAS GRILL SALE!
FRIGIDAIRE 

DISHWASHER 
REG. $449.99
$299.99

G.E. STOVE
w/AIR FRY

REG. $899.99
$699.99

SMOOTH-TOP
STOVE

REG. $699.99
$599.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
REG. $999.99
$899.99

G.E. 27 CU. FT. 
FRENCH DOOR

REFRIGERATOR
REG. $1999.99

$1699.99

5 CU. FT. CHEST
FREEZER
REG. $239.99
$189.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

REG. $599.99
$489.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT. 
REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99
$599.99

FAMOUS-MAKER 
OVER-THE-STOVE
MICROWAVE

REG. $249.99
$229.99

LG WASHER
OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99
$1,399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE 
WASHER OR DRYER

REG. $699.99
$529.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

REG. $1,499.00
$1199.99

BIKE SALE!
END-OF-SEASON

WE REPAIR BIKES!
GREAT SELECTION OF E-BIKES

    Visit Us First!!!

THOUSANDS OF

APPLIANCES!

END OF SEASON

TV SALE!
32” HDTV................  $99.99
40” HDTV................  $149.99
50” HDTV................  $199.99
  55” HDTV.............. $299.99
  65” HDTV.............. $299.99
  70” HDTV.............. $399.99
  75” HDTV.............. $599.99

INSTANT 0%
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Special Savings on...
EE  Bedrooms
EE  Living Rooms
EE  Recliners
EE  Occasional Pieces
EE  Entertainment Center
EE  Sealy Mattresses

We are in the process of selling out some of our 
current stock to make room for new 2026 models. Because

of this, we are offering savings throughout the store!

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!
see store for details

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-877
FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL / FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE

M.T.W. & SAT. 9:30-6, TH. & FRI. 9:30-7, SUN. 11-5
www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders
will be take on these items. Floor Sample Clearance
items are sold on a first come first serve basis. 

Celebrate Winnie the Pooh’s 
100th birthday at

Wales Public Library

Courtesy Photo

Proceeds from the Raffle will help support future programs and needs of the Wales Public Library. 
Tickets are available to purchase now during regular library hours Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 2-6 
p.m., Wednesday noon to 6 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to noon.

Rotary Club of Sturbridge presents Sixth Annual 
TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Fun Walk

Courtesy Photo

Costumes are part of the fun at the annual TREK Sturbridge Halloween 5K, 1K & Family Fun Walk, 
as this spirited group demonstrated before hitting the trail at last year’s race.

STURBRIDGE — Runners, walkers, 
families and Halloween enthusiasts are 
invited to hit the trails again this fall 
when the Rotary Club of Sturbridge 
presents its annual TREK Sturbridge 
Halloween 5K, 1K and Fun Walk on 
Sunday, Oct. 25.

Pre-registration is now open for the 
family-friendly event, according to Race 
Director Klaus Hachfeld. Participants 
can pre-register at RaceRoster.com by 
entering “Sturbridge” in the search 
field. Those who register before Oct. 
19 will receive this year’s free collect-
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