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Council candidates lay out positions at forum

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — The
town got its chance to see
what this year's Town
Council candidates think
about a wide range of
local issues as Jasmin
Rivas, Mike Montigny,
Dave Adams and Gil
Provost sparred off a lit-
tle on May 20.

Singer continues
call for action by

School Committee

BY JASON BLEAU
COR1wwRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — Charlton Selectman David Singer has
continued his pursuit of a public statement against hate
from the Dudley Charlton Regional School Committee
months after addressing controversial material pro-
moted by the Massachusetts Teachers Association to
educate students about the Israel-Hamas War.

Police, fire weigh
in on 39 Elm plans

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — The
fire and police depart-
ments are raising some
concerns about a propos-
al to put around 40 apart-
ments into 39 Elm St.,
according to memos read
into the Planning Board's
record late last month.

In one, Fire Chief Paul
Normandin noted ongo-
ing residential develop-
ment is causing a “marked
increase in call volumes”
for both police and fire,
with a lot of false alarms
and EMS calls at the last
two apartment complexes
that opened (5 Case St. and
the Wells School). That's
becoming an “unsus-
tainable burden” on the
departments, and future
development needs to
include how emergency
services can be supported.

Reagrding this site spe-
cifically, he wrote that
emergency access to the
back of the building for
fire trucks “is critical” in
light of the plan to have
a lot of parking there.
Trucks have to be able to
“safely navigate and turn
around the rear of the
structure,” he noted.

Councilor and retired
firefighter George Chenier
agreed, describing it as “a
life safety issue.” He said
the department needs to
be able to get their tower
truck and/or 100-foot
ladder truck both back
there and to the back of
Town Hall. That can be
an issue especially when
larger trucks are deliv-
ering to the Elm Center
Cafe and/or Town Hall,
because they “block the
road.”

In a diffferent memo,
Police  Chief Shane
Woodson said the police
have sometimes had to
visit some of the same
apartments in recent
developments multiple
times a week, dealing
with mental health and
other issues. Opening
apartments at 39 Elm
will require more patrols
downtown and “greatly
impact our ability to pro-
vide community policing”
elsewhere without addi-
tional officers, he wrote.

Vice Chair Mike Loin
agreed that extra housing
might require budgeting
for more emergency staff,
but the board “can't stop

Voters will choose three and a council subcommit-

of the four next Tuesday, tee.
June 10. Polls are at the  Right off the bat, they

talked about a recently noting people are being afford rising property
hot issue — costs hitting priced out of their apart- taxes.To address that, she
seniors. Rivas started by ments, while others can't idvocated creating some

ind of “relief for rent”

Community Center and

and other costs, especial-

will be open from 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

They're all basical-
ly known entities, since
the first three are now or
have recently been on the
council, while the fourth
is on the Board of Health
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a project for that” as long
as it's allowed by zoning.

Later, he said he feels it very aggressive form of lymphoma.

Hazzy McNally and Eleanor Leland are the first two recipients of the Ann Manning
Memorial Scholarship. The scholarship is newly established in honor of Mrs. Manning
who taught seventh grade English at Tantasqua from 1968-2002. Mrs. Manning stayed
in touch with many of her students well into her retirement. This lifelong connection
is what made the family want to form a scholarship in Ann’s name to help individuals
from Tantasqua who wish to pursue a career in education. From left to right: Kendra
Salviuolo (presenter/granddaughter), Hazzy McNally, Eleanor Leland, Michaela Salviuolo
(presenter/granddaughter), and Dana Manning (presenter/daughter). Mrs. Manning
passed away unexpectedly in August 2024, just 20 days after being diagnosed with a

ly health care. In a more
general sense, she argued
housing needs to meet
Southbridge's needs “rath-
er than having it be luck
of the draw.”

Adams agreed.
Regarding health care, he
noted, “if I can't afford
something like that, I'm
pretty sure seniors on
fixed incomes can't as
well.”

To fix that, he cited var-
ious local services (as did
Rivas), suggested setting
up a revolving fund for
grants to seniors, and
researching what other
places have tried.

Montigny said he'd
“stop all the extra hous-
ing projects coming to our
town” to focus on building
for seniors and veterans.

Provost said he'd work
with the state legislators
to get grant money for
more housing.

The second question
was more generally about
housing, with Montigny
arguing new projects need
“incredible oversight on
them.” While the council
usually has no real say on
what developers do, the
community has to work
together to determine the
builders' intentions, he
said. To him, that means
looking at the bylaws to
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Charlton Legion to host flag
retirement ceremony

CHARLTON — On Saturday, June 14 at 5 p.m., please join
American Legion Post 391 on the Charlton Town Common for
an official flag retirement ceremony.

The proper disposal of American Flags is outlined in the
U.S. Flag Code, Title 4, Section 8k which states, “The flag when
it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem of
display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by
burning."

The American Legion established a formal ceremony for the
disposal of flags deemed no longer serviceable in 1937. The
ceremony was created to ensure that flags, particularly those
used on Memorial Day that have become worn and faded, are
retired in a dignified manner that honors their service to the
nation. It was recommended that the ceremony be held annu-
ally on Flag Day: June 14. In Charlton, this tradition has been
held annually in accordance with proper flag retirement eti-
quette dictated by the American Legion and typically assisted
by the Charlton Scouts BSA Troop 165 that is sponsored by
American Legion Post 391.

This year, the Troop will not be joining the American Legion
Post 391 due to the annual American Legion camporee hosted
by the Massachusetts American Legion at Camp Collier in
Gardner. This camp out includes a flag retirement ceremony
as well that all attendees participate in.

Flags in need of retirement can be dropped off in the bin by
the front door of the town hall.

We hope you will join Post 391 in the solemn ceremony and
learn more about the history surrounding our Flag and the
proper etiquette involved in retiring a flag.

Did you know that the American Flag can be retired in other
ways besides burning? Starsforourtroops.org is a non-profit
organization of volunteers who takes old flags and takes the
embroidered stars and sends them to those who defend them.
Stars can be ordered and sent to members of all armed forces
including active duty personnel and veterans. You can donate
your flags to their organization following the guidelines listed
on their web page.
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Adams: “Forge our own generational path that’s successful”

Dave Adams

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT
SOUTHBRIDGE — For Dave Adams,
going out of town has given him ideas
to bring back to Southbridge.
“I have more in the tank,” he said. “I
work in a couple towns and have learned

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

about various things Southbridge can
do. I've already started planting the
seeds, [asking] what do you think about
this?”

He’s referring to the fact he’s one of
four people seeking three Town Council
seats on June 10, where he served three
years previously. This week, we’re also
profiling Gil Provost (see other story);
last week, we ran the two incumbents,
Mike Montigny and Jasmin Rivas.

“A year ago, I was done,” he admitted.
“It wasn’t like I hated it, but I needed a
breather.”

Now he’s taking up some things he
advocated for while on the council, plus
a few new things. Several of them seek
to help seniors and/or veterans, but he’s
also looking at schools, development,
taxes, housing, trash and even making
a couple changes to town government.

Take the schools, for starters. While
he agrees with wanting the town to take
them over again, Adams points to a key
factor — the fact the state’s receivership
has brought in a lot of money, both for
high-needs kids and other changes.

“How do we maintain that after they
leave?” he asks, later noting, “The town
knows better than the state, we hope.
We can argue how it was 10 years ago,
but can also argue
how it’s gone for
the last 10 years.
... We have to
work together; the
state has to be a
partner with the
whole thing.”

Among the
changes he’d like
to see are adding
agricultural edu-
cation and trade
schools back into
the public system.
As he put it, the

systems needs to

balance academ-
ics and “street

education” to
“forge our own

generational path

that’s successful.”
to him, that

would also apply

to the econo-

my. Over the
next 10-15 years,
Adams wants to
see Southbridge
get back “to being
a vibrant town
with job opportu-

nities for all lev-
els,” roads that are
being repaired on
a “proper mainte-

CLUES ACROSS

1. Marsh plant
6. Southern constellation
(*“The Peacock™)

10. Fogginess

14. Home to Fools’ Day

15. Absence of the sense of pain
17. Popular November holiday
19. Consume food
20. Buddy
21. Long-haired goat-antelope
22. Japanese honorific
23. Actor Malek
24. One point south of southeast
26. Illegal acts

29. As fast as can be done

31. Prevents harm to young

32. Exclamation of satisfaction
34. African nation

57. Cloths

CLUES DOWN
1. Satisfy 27
2. European health advocate
3. Expression of annoyance
4. Strong liquor
5. Large red deer
6. Holder of less common
religious beliefs

7. West Indian shrub

8. Family of proteins

9. Wealthy, influential business
leader

10. Low spirits

11. Approves food

12. Monetary unit of Iran and
Oman

13. Mary __, cosmetics

16. Expressed in pithy maxims

18. Relaxing spaces

22. The NFL’s big game

23. Proof of payment (abbr.)

24, Starchy preparation of dried
orchid tubers

25. Indicates near

35. Slow-moving animal

37. Oh, goodness!

38. A team’s best pitcher

39. Cleanser

40. Radioactivity units

41. Expectorated matter

43. Cover a wide range

45. The central area of a church
46. California capital (abbr.)
47. Dutch painter Klaver

49. 007’s creator

50. Impression of dishonesty
53. Northeastern sports rivalry

58. Stalin’s police chief

59. Hostelries

60. Bitterly regret

61. Anwar __, Egyptian statesman

. Minneapolis suburb

28. Herring-like fish

29. Doctors’ group

30. Pouches

31. Bread dipping in sauce

33. Commercials

35. A reminder of past events
36. Affected by injury

37. Geological time

39. Stationary part of a motor
42. Brings together

43. Of sound mind

44. Personal computer

46. Without (French)

47. A bank might give you one
48. Agricultural testing organization
49. A small island

50. Type of gene

51. Murres

52. Card game

53. A measure of human health
54, Australian airline (abbr.)
55. One point south of due west
56. Affirmative

property.

the tap.

nance plan,” and a cultural understand-
ing that “accepts all involved that’s posi-
tive.” Main Street, he argues, “should be
nothing but retail,” with local shops and
artists, and with the storefront church-
es and services elsewhere in town.

“We need to be progressive, but don’t
forget where the town comes from,” he
said. “Looking at this town and where it
wants to be, it’s really about making it a
better place to live.”

That, naturally, ties into housing.
Adams noted he’s particularly con-
cerned about some concepts of “vet-
eran” housing he’s heard about — ones
that miss a key need for clinicians and
counselors to address common veteran
needs. He said he’s spoken to the state
veterans’ office about that and “will go
to bat if it’s the right type and overseen
well.”

Similarly, in his role as Veterans
Agent in Oxford, he saw that town adopt
sections of state law that allow veterans
and seniors to get double the property
tax abatements they’d normally get.
(He brought those to the council recent-
ly, and they were on the agenda for
Monday;, after this paper’s deadline.)

He also noted he’d like to look into
ways seniors can get aid via CDBG
and other grants, free cash, revolving
accounts and other means. “Can we
freeze property taxes on seniors?” he
wondered, noting such a thing needs
to be flexible enough to handle reces-
sion. It would probably have to get state
approval.

“You’ve got to do all your work first.
You can’t just say it’ll happen,” he said.

In some areas, some of that work has
already begun, often behind the scenes.
Adams is still advocating for a transfer
station he and others brought up as an
option a couple years ago. He also notes
he’ll ensure the town manager’s “eval-
uation will happen this year,” while
admitting he should have pushed more
for that previously. “It’s nothing against
Jack. It’s about the position.”

Downstairs from the manager’s office,
Adams sees an opportunity for a change
also partly inspired by othert towns.
He’d like to see the town clerk become
appointed. (Oxford started doing that a
year or so ago, but Webster’s town meet-
ing just rejected such an idea.)

“We’ve been blessed with our clerks,
but there are so many laws we have to
abide by there that we can’t just take
our chances,” he said. He noted such a
change would definitely have to go to
the ballot and he said he’ll “do exactly
what the people want us to do.”

“By bringing me back in, a lot of
things that haven’t been talked about
this past year will be brought up again,”
he pledged. “... As a taxpayer, I want my

Southbridge Water

Department to perform
hydrant flow test

SOUTHBRIDGE — Southbridge Water Department will
perform a hydrant flow test on their hydrant on Wednesday,
June 11 at approximately 9 p.m. The location tested will be on
Commercial Dr. in Southbridge. The procedure will include
testing the operation and capacity of the hydrant on the

The Department requests that during this period custom-
ers check their water before washing clothes. Customers may
also get accumulated sediments in their house laterals the
next morning. This will clear after a brief run of water at
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o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396
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town to be in the best position it can be.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10 CLOSE

SouTHBRIDGE TowN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 pm. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200
Office Hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays......cccccvevereeernnes 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday....cccocooveeeeerververreineisesseseseninnns Closed
visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4p.m.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

(508) 248-77174 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School .................... (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 - 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 — 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church

256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550

Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
o Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main
St., 508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.
Summer worship is 9:30 a.m.
www.charltonfedchurch.org
» Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
+ Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford
St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May)
5 pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am,
Fri and Sat 7:30 am
« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext,
248-7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com,
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass
8 am., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday
LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
» Assemblies of God Southern New England
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771,
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com
» New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
» Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
» Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
» Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
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Provost: “I'm being my own man 100 percent”

Gil Provost

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — To Gil Provost,
business is partically a magic word.

He invoked it often during the
Council Candidates’ Forum (see related
story), but when you sit with him, he
gets into some more detail. Generally,
Provost wants to see “tons and tons
of things we can do to bring people to
town.” Among them are “mom and pop
shops,” restaurants, antique stores like
Putnam, weekend activity places and
clubs - places that can make downtown
“be more of a destination,” he said.

He’s running against Mike Montigny,
David Adams and Jasmin Rivas for one
of three seats on the June 10 ballot. This
week, we feature Provost and Adams
(see other story); last week, we profiled
Rivas and Montigny.

Regarding the people who are helping
him, he said, “I'm being my own man
100 percent. I want to do what’s best

Dementia Friendly Charlton presents
Author lalk with Colleen Kelly Mellor

CHARLTON — Join us Tuesday, June 10, at 6 p.m. for a presentation by Colleen Kelly Mellor, author

for Southbridge, Southbridge First, and
ask the voters what they like. Don’t
make any hasty decisions.”

Funding such development is a key
issue. He said he likes the idea of the
town advertising the available spaces
and seeking grants to fix the various
vacant storefronts, but is also willing to
use a bit of a stick — “maybe force [own-
ers] to do something. You can’t have a
building vacant.”

That said, though, Provost said he
wants to favor owner-occupied places
over the investor-owned ones, and that’s
also true of residential properties. He
said he wants to “make it worthwhile
for people to stay in town and live in
their homes.”

Part of that would be to limit rent
hikes to keep things affordable, but he
admits he’s not sure how to do that
legally. “I don’t know how you’re going
to word it — that’s not me,” he adds.
One alternative could be to build more
public housing, lobbying the state for
funding. If that can happen, he’d make
them 55+ only, noting “elderly people
need places to live because they can’t
afford to stay where they’re living. ...If
we own it, it’s probably the only way we
can protect them.”

By contrast, though, he said he’s
“totally against” turning more of the
AO complex into housing because it’s
“awesome industrial and commercial
land.” To him, the apartments “over-
load our police, fire and infrastructure,”
and he’d rather see the place be retail,
maybe a strip mall. He said he could’ve
seen Hamilton Mill become something
like the mill in Sturbridge, but expects
“to rip it down” now.

Regarding town government, Provost
said the big issue is getting the schools
back. He’d have a “townwide teach-
ers’ meeting” to see what they want,
and create a committee to look at the
schools’ repair needs. He noted he

of “Az and Me: A Partner’s Journey with Alzheimer’s.”

Kelly Mellor speaks to audiences and demonstrates how to survive—and even thrive—in life’s
demanding situations when caring for a loved one with dementia. The discussion will focus on her book
which reflects on her more than 10 years as sole caregiver to her husband diagnosed with this cognitive
disease. Despite the challenging topics, she injects humor and grace into her stories.

This presentation is sponsored by Dementia Friendly Charlton. It is free and open to the public.
Registration is encouraged but not required and can be done at www.charltonlibrary.org.

Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main St. in Charlton. Additional
parking is available across Main Street at Town Hall. For more events, visit our
event calendar at www.charltonlibrary.org.

doesn’t believe the recently released
report saying they need $133 million
in work. Beyond that, he’d like to “fig-
ure out how we can save money and
cut waste ... I don’t think we need 17
million secretaries for the superinten-
dent.”

Within town hall itself, he’s pretty
happy with Jack Jovan as manager,
and supports the ballot question requir-
ing managers to live here. But when it
comes to reviewing his performance,
Provost sees the council chair and vice
chair as “pretty much in charge of that,
in my eyes.”

“How does Jack fix 10 things when
there’s 100 things he’s got to fix?” he
added.

Puppies for Sale
Beagles -

(cash or check only)
Ready to Go

Gall Jim at
508-294-7264

Elsewhere in town hall, Provost said
he’d like to “get rid of all those fees tax-
payers are paying. ... We've got to find
a better way to do credit cards.” That’s
a reference to the fact paying town bills
on cards carries a fairly high process-
ing fee, although they do accept checks
and sometimes cash for such bills.

He said he’d also like to create a town
office that can connect people to rental
and other housing programs, repair
funding, fuel assistance and various
other needs. As a veteran, he said he
gets good health care, but he didn’t
know what was available until someone
told him, and he assumes many people
are in the same situation with other
programs.

“If elected, my phone will always be
on, and I’ll answer people’s questions in
a timely manner;” he pledged.

Gus Steeves can

NEIGHBORHOOD
YARD SALE

Saturday,
June 7, 2025
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Killdeer Island
Webster, MA

be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.
com.

)
AV 4
Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

Osteoarthritis
of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

wiwe.YtonebridgePress.com

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON

$410,000, 37 Carpenter Hill Rd, Mccall,
Ian M, and Mccall, Emily N, to Drake,
Gregory P.

$370,000, 22 Highfield Rd #B, Dutton,
Gary L, and Dutton, Monica S, to
Fontaine, Jeanmarie, and Fontaine,
Michael C.

$125,000, Hiland Rd #2, Charlton
Woods Const LLC, to Gomes, Stella.

HOLLAND

None

SOUTHBRIDGE

$1,152,000, 197 Everett St, Brook Street
Partners LLC, to Everett Street Sb LLC.

$470,000, 79 Dresser St, Anctil Theresa
M Est, and Anctil, Deborah A, to Steele,
Kyle.

$410,000, 48 Crestview Dr, Edward W
Dziura Lt, and Dziura, William, to Gallo,
John E, and Nguyen, Thuyen T.

$395,000, 27 Maple Ter, Prism Origin
Dev LLC, to Moore, Paige.

$350,000, 79 Eastford Rd, Hogue,
Kaitlyn A, to Santos-Anes, Charlotte J,
and Otero, Jan.

$275,000, 3 Blanchard Dr, Genereux

Mark R Est, and Genereux, Michelle A,
to Lahaina Corp.

STURBRIDGE

$1,800,000, 365 Main St, 365 Main
Sturbridge LLC, to Sturbridge Crossing
LLC.

$615,000, 5 Woodside Cir, Mccleary,
Kevin, and Mccleary, Jennifer, to Blais,
Wylie.

$590,000, 226 Charlton Rd, Saletnik,
Theresa L, and Saletnik, Steven J, to
Charlton Rd Acquis LLC.

$570,000, 15 Glenridge Rd, Girouard,
Lynne T, to Stone, Cody J, and Stone,
Jessica M.

$570,000, 43 Ridge Way, Girouard,
Lynne T, to Stone, Cody J, and Stone,
Jessica M.

$490,000, 216 Charlton Rd, Lena,
Christine E, to Charlton Rd Acquis LLC.

$469,420, 69 Cricket Dr, Kathryn A
Ashton T-2006, and Ashton, Kathryn A,
to Williams, Alexis.

$450,000, 10 School St, Bedard, John
A, and Bedard, Madison, to 10 School
Street LLC.

$194,000, 328 New Boston Rd, Rhea,
Brian N, and Rocket Mortgage LLC, to
De La Cruz, Carmen.

PEPIN

WASTE SERVICE

Spring
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10-15-20 Yd.
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10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
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Construction Sites

Fully Insured

Leicester, MA

Affordable™
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Chamber of Central Mass South remains
open, ready to serve local businesses

SOUTHBRIDGE — The
Chamber of Central
Mass South Chamber
(CMS) would like to
assure its members, and
local businesses that we
have not closed and
remain fully operational.
Despite any confusion or
rumors to the contrary,
the Chamber is actively
working to support eco-
nomic growth and pro-
vide valuable resources
to the businesses and
organizations in our
region.

“We want our members
and the wider communi-
ty to know that we are
here, we are open, and we
are committed to helping
our region thrive,” said
Erika Burrows, chair of
CMS Board of Directors.
“From networking events
to advocacy and business
support services, we are
continuing to do what we
do best—strengthening
the business communi-

The Chamber encour-
ages local business own-
ers and entrepreneurs
to reach out with ques-
tions or needs. Whether
it's navigating resources,
connecting with fellow
professionals, or find-
ing ways to grow, CMS
remains a steadfast part-
ner.

We are coming off of a
very successful May Fun
at Five at Rapscallion,
and looking forward to
our next Fun at Five at

N

Area residents graduate from Wilbraham & Monson Academy

The Wilbraham & Monson Academy Class of 2025.

Scoops of Hope on June
17. Head to the CMS web-
site to register and check
out our other upcoming
events scheduled for 2025.
Please visit https://
www.cmschamber.
org/ or contact us at 508-
753-2924 or info@cms-
chamber.org.

About the Central
Mass South Chamber of
Commerce

The Chamber of
Central Massachusetts
South (CMS) is com-

—_

Courtesy

WILBRAHAM — Wilbraham & Monson Academy graduated 83 seniors and postgraduates on May 24 at its
221st Commencement Exercises.
The Class of 2025 hailed from seven states (Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, Virginia) and 22 countries (Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Czech Republic, India,

Emily
Age 10
Registration #8787

+ % % Friday’'s Child # 4+

Emily is a warm, empathetic,
and outgoing child who shines in
the spotlight and enjoys connect-
ing with those around her. Often
described as a “girly girl,” Emily
embraces her playful and styl-
ish side. She’s adventurous and
open-minded, always willing to try
something new. Emily loves stay-
ing active—whether she’s playing
soccer, spending time outdoors,
or imagining stories with her dolls.
She also enjoys reading, listening
to music, and is enthusiastic about
school, where her love for learning
really shines through.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21185047586

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees,
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training,
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from
foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Re-
source Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways
you can help children and teens in foster care.

a;\\ ai\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ r(;\\ (4;\\

Italy, Jamaica, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Nigeria,
United Kingdom, Angola,
Russian Federation,
Spain, Thailand, Turkey,
Ukraine, United States,
Vietnam and Zimbabwe).

The following stu-
dents graduated from
local towns in Western

mitted to advancing the
economic well-being of
our Chamber service
region and member
businesses and orga-
nizations. Founded in
1945, the CMS service
region includes the fol-
lowing municipalities:
Southbridge, Sturbridge,
Charlton, Brimfield,
Holland, Wales, Warren,
East Brookfield, West
Brookfield, North
Brookfield, Brookfield,
Spencer, and Northern
Connecticut. Moreover,

the Chamber staff and
Board will work to pro-
vide a robust sched-
ule of programs and
events for our members
that is relevant to their
needs. Additionally, the
Chamber will be proac-
tive in advocating for our
members’ interests, both
individually and collec-
tively, whenever possible,
in the spirit of expand-
ing the region’s economic
vitality.

SOUTHBRIDGE
POLICE LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police
Department reported the following arrests from May
19 to June 2.

Darilys M. Maldonado, age 40, of Southbridge was
arrested on May 19 for Possession of a Class B Drug
and in connection with multiple warrants.

Michael Diaz-Torres, age 21, of Southbridge was
arrested on May 20 in connection with a warrant for
Interfering with a Police Officer.

Jose Torres, age 44, of Southbridge was arrested on
May 21 for Domestic Assault and Battery.

Pedro Juan Ayala Nieves, age 46, of Southbridge was
arrested on May 22 in connection with a warrant.

A 31-year-old male from Southbridge received a sum-
mons in lieu of arrest on May 22 for Distribution of a
Class B Drug (subsequent offense). Dylan McCaughey,
age 21, of Putnam, Conn. was arrested during the same
incident for Possession of a Class B Drug, Resisting
Arrest, and Disorderly Conduct.

Jahir Shammar Lawrence, age 23, of Southbridge
was arrested on May 23 in connection with multiple
warrants.

Karl Kendricks, age 31, of Southbridge was arrest-
ed on May 23 for Trafficking in 200 Grams or More
of Cocaine, Possession of a Class B Drug (subse-
quent offense), and in connection with a warrant for
Distribution of a Class B Drug (subsequent offense).

Isaias Velasco, Jr., age 24, of Southbridge was arrest-
ed on May 24 in connection with a warrant for acting
as an Accessory After the Fact.

Deven Joseph Dodge, age 25, of Southbridge was
arrested on May 24 for Violation of a Harassment
Prevention Order.

Monica Marie Wardle, age 27, of Southbridge was
arrested on May 24 in connection with a warrant for
acting as an Accessory After the Fact.

A 27-year-old from Southbridge was taken into pro-
tective custody for undisclosed reasons on May 24.

Franyavier Sierra Rivera, age 21, of Southbridge
was arrested on May 25 in connection with a warrant
for Conspiracy to Violate Drug Law. A 22-year-old male
also from Southbridge received a summons in lieu of
arrest during the same incident for Possession of a
Class E Drug.

A 23-year-old male from Southbridge received a
summons in lieu of arrest on May 26 for Assault with
a Dangerous Weapon, Disorderly Conduct, Leaving the
Scene of Property Damage, and Malicious Damage to
a Motor Vehicle.

Ashley M. Valchuis, age 33, of Berlin was arrested
on May 26 for Shoplifting by Concealing Merchandise,
multiple counts of drug possession, and in connection
with multiple warrants.

A 3l-year-old female and 41-year-old male from
Southbridge received summonses in lieu of arrest on
May 27 for Assault & Battery (simple).

A 23-year-old from Southbridge was taken into pro-
tective custody on May 27 for Failure to Stop or Yield,
Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), Negligent

Massachusetts and Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and Unlicensed
Connecticut: Operation of a Motor Vehicle.

From Brimfield: A 28-year-old male from Southbridge received a sum-

Ludmilla Venades mons in lieu of arrest on May 30 for Threatening to

From Fiskdale: Ally Commita Crime.

Orquiola Reneldine Plymouthe, age 24, of Southbridge was

arrested on May 30 in connection with a warrant for

operating a motor

4 —_ vehicle atftle.r sus-

pension of license.

PA\NFEC/T Stephan T.

LIFERESCUE Cormier, age 52, of

EROS

Good with Kids & Dogs!

Est.1887
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E‘U"ﬂ H«e,bag - Run, Fedeh, Piwjf

PAW of the WEEK

**CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION** &

Meet Eros!

6 mo/42 Ib/Male/Hound Mix
Meet Eros! He’s a 6 month old, 42 Ib, Male, Hound Mix
pup! Eros is a big playful, floppy, happy boy who is super
excited to find his forever family! This handsome pup is
going to make an amazing family companion!

Do you think Eros may be a Pawfect match for you?

Apply at PawfectLifeRescue.org

% A\

Dur Community. Your Bank.

Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue
PAW of the WEEK! g%

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any
branch and bring home a treat from our
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA
508.234.8256 ¢ 800.357.2265
MilfordFederal.com

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

Southbridge was
arrested on May
31 for Unlicensed
Operation of a
Motor Vehicle. A
41-year-old female
from Charlton
received a sum-
mons in lieu of
arrest during the
same incident
for operating an
Uninsured and
Unregistered
Motor Vehicle.

Shawnie L.
Boyce, age 32, of
Southbridge was
arrested on May
31 in connection
with a warrant
for operating an
Uninsured Motor
Vehicle.

Jorge Armando
Cortegana
Rosales, age 37, of
Southbridge was
arrested on May
31 for Operating
a Motor Vehicle
after suspension
of license for OUI
and operating an
Unregistered and
Uninsured Motor
Vehicle.

MILFORD
FEDERAL

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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Charter change goes to voters

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — It’s
beenaverylongtime com-
ing, but voters will finally
get their chance to vote
on whether to require the
Town Manager to live in
town at the June 10 town
election.

That’s this year’s ballot
question, a binding char-
ter change to Chapter 4 if
approved. It was the only
one of several charter
changes the Legislature
approved earlier this year
that the Town Council
specifically made contin-
gent on ballot approval
as well.

The question requires

Ruth Wells Center exhibit spotlights local

SOUTHBRIDGE — The
Ruth Wells Center for
the Arts is pleased to
announce the June
exhibit will feature the
works of Helen Boyle and
Laurel Wolfe.

The opening reception
will be Saturday, June
7, noon to 4 p.m. in the
galleries located at 111
Main St. in Southbridge.
All are invited and light
refreshments will be

any new manager to move
into town within a year,
but gives the council the
authority to waive that
by a two-thirds majority,
provided it renews that
waiver annually.

When the proposal
came up at Thursday’s
Candidates’ Forum, the
four council hopefuls had
mixed reactions to it.

Incumbent Mike
Montigny noted he “kind
of spearheaded that”
when the council was con-
sidering charter changes
a couple years ago. He
supported a version that
would have extended to
all department heads, so
he said this question is “

served. The galleries will
then be open all month
on Saturday and Sunday;,
noon to 4 p.m.

Helen Boyle

Southbridge photog-

rapher Helen Boyle is a
dedicated Mom, commit-
ted volunteer in her com-
munity across several
local organizations, avid
historian, and Manager
of Center of Hope’s voca-

lot less aggressive than
my first thoughts.”

Fellow incumbent
Jasmin Rivas didn’t
much like the original
concept, but said word-
ing that allows a one-year
grace period and the
waiver “makes it a fair
implementation without
making it a blanket with
no wiggle room.” She
said she would rather see
the manager be someone
from Southbridge, but
doesn’t want to close the
door if the best qualified
person is not.

David Adams, who was
on the council then, too,
said he opposed the idea
then “because it’d put

tional service “Just the
Details.”

Behind the camera,
her quick fine eye is an
instant instinctive, emo-
tional response to an
image in front of her
which she knows has
not happened before and
won’t ever again - the play
of light, the mood, the
circumstances all play
their quicksilver magic
in a split-second. Helen’s
magic is her sensitivity
and immediate response
to that split-second. For
Boyle, her camera is a
true extension of her
soul.

Laurel Wolfe

Descended from Scots
papermakers, Welsh cre-
atives, and Polish clay

our backs against the
wall.” Presently, though,
the town won’t see such
a potential effect because
the manager is a local
(Jack Jovan, also a for-
mer councilor). In the
future, he said, he hopes
manager applicants “take
it to heart they have to
be in Southbridge and be
part of our community,
period.”

Gil Provost said he sup-
ports it, noting manag-
ers living here are “more
likely to take care of this
town.”

This January, the
Legislature also approved
charter changes that
won’t be on the ballot. One

artisans, Laurel grew
up amongst farmers,
orchardists, artists, read-
ers, foresters, sawyers,
and land conservation-
ists. Her first serious
career job was pre-com-
puter as a graphic art-
ist, page layout artist,
proofreader and camera/
darkroom supervisor for
a commercial printer.
Years later, a wide range
of jobs as a single parent,
but primarily profession-
al gardening and garden
design with emphasis on
using native plants and
trees for bee and wildlife
support.

Wolfe says, “About 25
years ago I had a little
series of Unfortunate
Events which all involved
head injuries. After the

adjusts the number of
members of several town
boards under Section 4-3-
1. The Zoning Board and
Liquor Board went up
from 3 to 5 with alter-
nates. The Conservation
Commission and
Planning Board went
down from 7 to 5,
although both also have
two alternates.
Elsewhere, it amended
Section 2-6-3 to specify
that bylaw changes must
be read in their entire-
ty at the first of three
readings. The second and
third will now be sum-
maries, with any amend-
ments voted on before the
third summary is read.

worst of these I had
months at home doing my
own phys. rehab. because
I'd lost the use of my
dominant arm and hand.
It took months before I
could hold a pencil or
pen or brush, let alone
actually do anything with
them. I couldn’t write my
own name to say nothing
of trying to create imag-
es. I did get somewhere
using my other hand;
however, control was not
in the cards and abstract
images emerged. I'm self-
taught and had always
been a strict Realist, so
this accidental foray into
abstractism was interest-
ing and lots of fun. Head
injuries have a habit
of rewiring you - since
then, to this day, I never

The council can then
approve such bylaws at
the subsequent meeting,
with publication on the
website within 24 hours.

The full text of the
updated charter (with-
out the ballot question’s
change) is available
as Chapter 335 of the
Acts of 2024 at https://
malegislature.gov/Laws/
SessionLaws/Acts/2024/
Chapter33s. (The town’s
website has not yet been
updated to include these
changes in its Home Rule
Charter link.)

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Artists

know how anything I'm
doing will turn out. You
learn to roll with the
brainchanges, see what
happens on your paper
or board or canvas, and
just embrace the freedom
of that. There’s always
the circular file if some-
thing goes too sideways
for words. It’s okay.

“The natural world,
history, people of positive
accomplishment are usu-
ally my subjects. I hope
people will enjoy them.
Art like writing is by
definition solitary - con-
necting with an audience,
even if only an audience
of one, is beyond grati-
fying.”

Ruth Wells

Center hosting
family workshop

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells Center for the
Arts, located at 111 Man St. in Southbridge will hold
a family workshop for ages seven and up on Sunday;,
June 8 at 9 a.m. titled “Capture the Sun! Summer
Botanical Suncatchers with Laurel Wolfe”

Learn how to make eco-friendly zero-chemical sun-
catchers. They not only capture the sun, but they take
on new personalities on cloudy cold days too. They will
move and change shape along with the elements com-
ing through your windows. On hot days, they’ll wiggle
and warp. On cold days, they’ll hug their shoulders and
say, “brrrr!” Not just for windows, make a bunch and
make a mobile!

First we will walk the grounds gathering materi-
als. Then will proceed to the galleries to make the
suncatchers. Cost is $10 ($15 non-members) or $25 for
family ($30 non-members). Registration form is on
website ruthwellscenter.com.

ANG
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WPI students complete intensive capstone research projects

WORCESTER — Almost 1,200
undergraduate  students at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
(WPI) completed a senior capstone
thesis that is required of all gradu-
atingseniorsas partof the universi-
ty’s distinctive project-based educa-
tional experience. Known as Major
Qualifying Projects (MQP), these
are professional-level research
experiences in the students’ fields
of study that challenge students
to solve the kind of problem they
would typically encounter in their
professional discipline.

“It’s inspiring to see the creativ-

' ity and skills that our students

bring to these hands-on projects,
as well as the professionalism with
which they present their research,”
says Arne Gericke, interim dean of
undergraduate studies and direc-
tor of the Office of Undergraduate
Research. “Their experience man-
aging a major project like this-in-
cluding identifying a problem and
researching all of the implications
and possible solutions while also
managing team dynamics over an
extended period of several months-
sets them up well for success not
only in their first jobs after gradua-
tion but throughout their careers.”

WPI’s innovative undergradu-
ate education is centered around
project-based learning, a hands-on
approach that requires students to
apply their scientific and technical
knowledge to real-world, open-end-
ed problems. During their time
at WPI, all students complete two
significant research projects that
produce tangible results and often
affect the quality of people’s lives.
These projects change both the stu-
dent and their world.

MQPs are usually team-based
and often focus on specific issues
or needs of an organization that
has partnered with the universi-

ty to sponsor the students’ work.
In addition to providing practi-
cal work experience that proves
valuable to future employers,
MQPs often lead to publications
in peer-reviewed journals, presen-
tations at regional and national
conferences, patents, and entrepre-
neurial ventures. Others become
useful innovations and products
for their corporate sponsors.

The following students complet-
ed an MQP:

Michaela Cluett from Charlton,
majoring in Business, class of 2025,
completed a project titled “Social
MQP”

Michael Alicea from Charlton,
majoring in Computer Science,
class of 2025, completed a project
titled “Enhancing Policy Analysis
with AI and System Dynamics.”

Alissa Cloutier from Charlton,
majoring in  Architectural
Engineering, class of 2025, com-
pleted a project titled “Impact of
Architectural Design on Human

Behavior and Emotion.”
Ethan Lilley from Charlton,
majoring in Electrical and

Computer Engineering, class of
2025, completed a project titled
“Elbow Exoskeleton with Printed
Stretchable Electronics.”

Cutter Beck from Charlton,
majoring in Computer Science,
class of 2025, completed a proj-
ect titled “Improving Coronal
Hole Detection Algorithms with
CHASM.”

Najum Soofi from Southbridge,
majoring in Computer Science,
completed a project that challenges
students to solve the kinds of prob-
lems they would typically encoun-
ter in their professional discipline,
was titled “Generating Biological
Knowledge with Large Language
Models.”

Anthony

DiRuzza from

Too Busy to Cook?

DAVE’S
APPLIANCE Inc.

r"(:!uality counts
when no one F Il AccrepiTED
is looking." | E‘B'B__

Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

~

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

2. FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED

3 GENERATIONS Whirlpool

508-867-3122 &
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7~

www.davesapp.com ==
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Service | 42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 « Sat 10-3

ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 © 7=
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured ¢ Owner/Operator

Gift
Cards

J

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

CLAMY

AFTER 5:00 PM

Closed Mon & Tue

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com
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F‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikagla@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIE'S

Diner * Bar ¢ Grill * Functions
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 6/6 & SATURDAY 6/7

WHOLE BELLY

o
Spencer Country Inn

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on
holidays or private parties

Bieeaes Vi i o Exp 6/30/25

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $22.95 (st & gratuity)

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

Sturbridge, majoring in Interactive
Media and Game Development,
class of 2025, completed a project
titled “Midnight Oil: A VR Horror
Game.”

Ryan Malone from Brimfield,
majoring in Mechanical
Engineering, class of 2025, com-
pleted a project titled “Wings
of Gompei: RC Aircraft Design,
Assembly, and Test.”

About Worcester Polytechnic
Institute

WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused
research university and a recog-
nized pioneer and global leader in
project-based learning. Founded in
1865 on the principle that students
learn most effectively by applying
the theory learned in the class-
room to the practice of solving
real-world problems, WPI’s contin-
ued mission is to transform lives,
turn knowledge into action to con-
front global challenges, and revolu-
tionize STEM through distinctive
and inclusive education, projects,
and research. WPI’s project-based
curriculum engages undergradu-
ates in solving important scientif-
ic, technological, and societal prob-
lems throughout their education
and at more than 50 project centers
around the world. Today WPI offers
more than 70 Bachelor’s, Master’s,
and doctoral degree programs
across 18 academic departments
in science, engineering, technol-
ogy, business, the social sciences,
and the humanities and arts. To
help address ongoing challenges,
improve lives, and help create a
more sustainable world, WPI fac-
ulty and students pursue ground-
breaking research in such areas as
the life sciences, smart technolo-
gies, materials and manufacturing,
and global initiatives.

UN( ALL S
MW D ROOM m

10am-1pm

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm ¥
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Pride Month —

a celebration of
freedom, love,
and basic buman
respect

Pride Month isn’t about parades for
the sake of spectacle, or some imagined
political agenda. It’'s about something
much deeper and far more American:
the right to live freely, love openly, and
exist without fear.

At its core, Pride is a celebration of
freedom of expression, a reminder that
all people are created equal, and a pro-
test against the idea that anyone should
feel ashamed of who they are or who
they love.

It’s wild, honestly, that in 2025 we
still have to say this out loud: LGBTQ+
people have every right to exist, to love,
and to thrive just like anyone else. But
the hate, the violence, the bullying is
still happening. Most of it comes from
people who seem to be bothered by lives
that have absolutely nothing to do with
them.

What makes someone furious about
two women holding hands? Or two men
building a life together? Why do some
people fixate on other people’s relation-
ships as if they were their business to
approve or condemn? It’s strange, and
it’s telling.

A big part of it comes down to repre-
sentation. For so long, gay couples and
anyone who isn’t straight were invisible
in media, ignored in history, and left out
of the everyday story society tells about
itself. And when something seems dif-
ferent or unfamiliar, some folks decide
it’s wrong. But different doesn’t mean
wrong. It just means different.

Pride Month is about countering that
invisibility. It’s about creating a world
where LGBTQ+ people don’t have to
wonder if they’ll be safe in public, or if
their identity will cost them their job,
their family, or their lives. It’s about
telling the kid in the small town, or the
adult who’s finally coming out later in
life: you are not alone, and there is noth-
ing wrong with you.

Pride isn’t about sex. That’s a tired
excuse opponents use when they don’t
want to confront their own discomfort.
Pride is about love, the right to love
without shame, without silence, and
without asking permission.

LGBTQ+ people are more than who
they love. They are teachers, veterans,
parents, artists, first responders, elected
officials, neighbors, and friends. They
contribute to society in every way imag-
inable. The idea that some people’s lives
matter less because of their identity is
not just wrong, it’s un-American.

Pride Month is a time to honor cour-
age, community, and the hard-won right
to live authentically. It’s also a time to
remind ourselves that no one’s exis-
tence is more important than anyone
else’s. We're all just trying to live.

And for those who still feel the need
to tear others down because of who
they love, perhaps it is time to ask what
that says about yourselves, not ‘them.’
Because live and let live isn’t just good
advice — it’s one of the bedrock princi-
ples of a civil society.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must include
the author’s name, address, and a
daytime phone number for purpos-
es of verification in order to be
considered for publication. Only
the author’s name and the town in
which they reside will be published.
Letters submitted without all of the
required information will not be
accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a sub-
mission satisfies our requirements
and decency standards, and any
submission may be rejected at any
time for any reason he or she might
deem appropriate.

OPINION

FEARTHBORN

Deep time and the message
of civilization

BY GUS STEEVES

Let me take you on a mind journey
— not through space, but through time.
Picture yourself walking along a path
beside a rocky river, hearing that flow,
feeling the wind through huge cycad
trees, watching a six-inch-long dragon-
fly buzz you and fly away, feeling the
heat. Around the next bend, the trail
becomes a stone causeway, and the trees
open to a large marsh dotted with many
mounds connected by similar cause-
ways. Most of them have buildings on
them, low-slung structures with trian-
gular, point-up doorways and activity
buzzing around them.

But none of it is human. Instead, you
see groups of sail-backed lizards carry-
ing things, sunning themselves, talking,
playing whatever games intelligent liz-
ards play.

Welcome to the world of the
Dimetrodons, roughly 270 million years
ago.

Might that have happened? We'll
never know for sure.

Personally, I like the idea Earth might
have been home to other intelligent spe-
cies over the 400 million years complex
life’s been here, and could host such spe-
cies after us. If our own tenure here is a
valid comparison point, the vast major-
ity of them were and probably will be
hunter-gatherer cultures, some practice
agriculture, and a tiny few have enough
technology to be global in impact.

In fact, we share Earth with several
smart beings - chimps, dolphins, octopi,
elephants and crows, to name a few.
They deserve the chance to become
advanced species like we did; but for
that to happen, we have to let them live.

Even if Dimetrodons numbered in the
billions, we have only a few physical fos-
sils. Even if they had an advanced cul-
ture 10 or 100 times longer than human
civilization so far (roughly 10,000 years)
and had a global impact like ours
(roughly 500 years old), the timespan
since their era has been so incredibly
long essentially all of the evidence is
gone. In our mind journey, the massive
CO2 spike associated with the Permian
Extinction that followed their era could
have been caused in part by them, but
there’s no way to actually distinguish it

from natural causes now.

That’s a version of the claim made
by a 2019 paper called “The Silurian
Hypothesis” by Gavin Schmidt and
Adam Frank. They weren’t trying to
argue for the existence of other species’
civilizations eons ago, just trying to
lay out the kinds of evidence we might
want to look for if we suspect one, and
what future species might find from our
civilization.

Their list is pretty short, for two main
reasons. The most obvious is the short
duration of our high-energy-use cul-
ture. They note, “the Anthropocene will
likely only appear as a section a few cm
thick, and appear almost instantaneous-
ly in the record.” The less obvious is
that “the longer a civilization lasts, the
more sustainable its practices would
need to have become in order to survive.
The more sustainable a society (e.g. in
energy generation, manufacturing or
agriculture), the smaller the footprint
on the rest of the planet,” they write.

As some have suggested, a truly long-
term civilization might have no detect-
able impact at all.

Some of our footprint is physical.
Giant open-pit mines and canyons
blasted through rock for highways will
be detectable for a long time, but will
future species be able to tell they’re of
artificial origin after some erosion has
happened?

A more widespread part our footprint
is a pretty bizarre mix of chemicals —
PCBs, PFAS, some CFCs, pesticides and
other “persistent organic pollutants;”
plastics; unusual concentrations of met-
als; manmade variations of proteins
and the like; various metabolites of
drugs, and more. But how long any of
them actually last is unknown. We’re
already seeing the evolution of bacte-
ria that can consume various plastics
and possibly PFAS chemicals. Being
made from petroleum, plastics are both
biological and energy dense, so nature
is almost certain to evolve something
that will take advantage of that energy
source.

Although Schmidt and Frank note
“steroids, leaf waxes, alkenones and
lipids can be preserved in sediment for

Turn To EARTHBORN page A7

To THE EDITOR

Not all superheroes wear capes

To the Editor:

Many people work because they have
to and some work because they like the
social aspect and then there is the rare
person who genuinely loves their job and
it shows! Michelle Drumm, the Charlton
Council on Aging Director who manag-
es the Senior Center, is one of those peo-
ple. You could not find someone better
matched for what they were meant to do.
Charlton was lucky enough to have
hired Michelle almost a year ago exact-
ly from this date. In that time, she has
worked tirelessly, sustaining long hours
in service to others and for the better-
ment of a rapidly growing population
of seniors in our town. And she exudes
a continuously upbeat, positive attitude,
uplifting all those around her. She has
improved the center in a myriad of
ways from the programming to the food
to the health and wellbeing of the many
who visit.

The funny thing is if you asked her,
she would say it is all because of the
thirty-odd volunteers she has that keep
the place humming. And she wouldn’t
be wrong, because these people give
selflessly doing everything from handy-
man repairs and washing dishes to help-
ing people file taxes and recognizing
and assisting with health issues. They
encompass a wide range of skill sets and
through Michelle’s compelling example,

people want to do more because she
recognizes, appreciates and encourages
all of their talents and contributions.
I was honored to be invited to a Thank
You luncheon for all of these people,
arranged by Michelle. It was a very
nice event with a great meal and even
a tour of a historic property. Michelle
made a point of meeting everyone at
the door with a friendly greeting and
introducing those of us who did not
know one another. She mixed and min-
gled, interacted with staff so everything
moved along seamlessly and made sure
everyone knew who everyone else was,
and why they were there. She got peo-
ple talking and joking, creating a great
sense of camaraderie and everyone left
feeling great pride. It struck me that
this is her superpower, the same one
she demonstrates daily at the Senior
Center. I hope Michelle left feeling
the same pride, because it was quite
clear that all who were there felt the
same way about her as she does them.
Charlton is quite fortunate to have such
a well run Senior Center offering the
many services and events that allow
our seniors to live happier, healthier
lives. When you see Michelle, please join
me in saying “Thank you!”

PAT STOCKWELL
CHARLTON

Support Rivas and Rivers

To the Editor:

Community. That is what I see and
hear from Town Councilor Jasmin
Rivas. Each council meeting, she
points out or brings up communi-
ty issues that no one else does: food
insecurity, homelessness, schools,
the arts, and social events and busi-
nesses in town. (To be fair, Councilors
Marketti and Daniels do as well!)
For the school committee candidates,
all four (two on the ballot and two write-
in) contribute community, intelligence,
and the best interest of the schools. All
would be great, but Stephanie Rivers
stands out for me. She has shown her
commitment to the schools through her
actions, coming to town council with

issues and helping students stand up
for themselves. She has a long history
with the schools having been a student,
a daughter of a teacher, and a parent
of several students as well as admin-
istering the Facebook page for parents
of children in Southbridge schools.
That means she knows a lot about the
schools and a lot of the participants.
On June 10, I encourage you to support
two long time Southbridge residents
who care about their town, the schools,
and the people in both. Please write in
Stephanie Rivers for School Committee
and vote for Jasmin Rivas.
MAUREEN DOYLE
SOUTHBRIDGE

(Questions to
ask your
financial advisor

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

You should always be able to ask
as many questions as you’d like when
working with your financial advisor.
So, before you have your annual review,
think carefully about what you’d like
to ask.

Here are a few suggestions:

Are my goals still realistic? When you
first began working with your financial
advisor, you may well have articulated
several financial goals. For example,
you might have said that you wanted to
pay for most of your children’s college
education, or that you’d like to retire at
age 55, or that you hope to travel inter-
nationally every year during retire-
ment. In fact, you could have many
different goals for which you’re saving
and investing. When you meet with
your financial advisor, you’ll certainly
want to ask whether you're still on
track toward meeting these goals. If you
are, you can continue with the financial
strategies you’ve been following; but
if you aren’t, you may need to adjust
them. The same is true if your goals
have changed. You and your financial
advisor will want to build a strategy
to address any new or different goals
such as emergency cash needs, having
adequate insurance protection or estate
planning.

Am I taking on too much — or too
little — risk? Put market declines in
perspective. The financial markets
always fluctuate, and these movements
will affect the value of your investment
portfolio. Suppose you watch the mar-
kets closely every day and track their
impact on your investments. You may
find yourself fretting over their value
and wondering whether you’re taking
on too much investment risk for your
comfort level. Conversely, if during an
extended period of market gains your
own portfolio appears to be lagging, you
might feel that you should be investing
more aggressively, which entails great-
er risk. In any case, it’s important to
consult with your financial advisor to
determine your risk tolerance and use
it as a guideline for making investment
choices.

How will changes in my life affect my
investment strategy? Your life is not
static. Over the years, you may expe-
rience any number of major events,
such as marriage, remarriage, loss of a
spouse, birth of children or grandchil-
dren, changing jobs or illness leading to
early retirement. When you meet with
your financial advisor, you will want to
discuss these types of changes, because
they can affect your long-term goals and
your investment decisions.

How are external forces affecting
my investment portfolio? Generally
speaking, you will want to create an
investment strategy based on your
goals, risk tolerance and time horizon.
And, as mentioned, you may need to
adjust your strategy based on changes
in your life. But should you also make
changes based on outside forces, such
as interest rate movements, political
events, inflation, new tax legislation or
news affecting industries in which you
have invested substantially? Try not to
make long-term investment decisions
based on short-term news. Yet, talk with
your financial advisor to make sure
your investment portfolio and spending
strategy are not out of alignment with
relevant external factors.

By making these and other inquiries,
you can help yourself stay informed
about your overall investment picture
and what moves, if any, you should
make to keep advancing toward your
goals. A financial advisor is there to
provide you with valuable guidance —
so take full advantage of it.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.
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Better for knowing

“His Master said,

see us or whether we
had positive effect on
others. We should be
mindful of who we are
to others, purposeful
in our interactions and
actions.

“well done good and BEYOND
faithful servant...””
Matthew 25:23 THE PEWS
tNO’tE longlagO, Id‘gai BY DR. RB MCFEE
at a funeral; a sad bu
powerful reminder that CHARLTON CITY UMC
every day is a gift, and lived?”

tomorrow is promised to
no one.

During the service
as the wvarious -eulo-
gists shared stories
and insights about the
deceased, honoring
their lost loved one, my
thoughts ran the range
of the expected - recall-
ing happy memories, sad-
ness, the reality of loss,
joy in the friends remain-
ing, and so forth.

Then this thought
came into my head loud-
ly, clearly, and stayed for
along while....

“A life well lived.”

Then I thought “How
do we define a life well

When planting your
garden this season, why
not choose a few plants
that contain natural mos-
quito repellent proper-
ties? From catnip to lav-
ender, there are several
easy to grow flowers and
herbs that have proven
to repel the pesky insects
— with some proving to
be as effective as chemi-
cal commercial offerings!
Read on for a rundown of
the most common garden
favorites that keep the
bugs at bay!

%%

Mint: Mint is an easy
to grow mosquito repel-
lent. Thanks to the
oils that the plant pro-
duce, mint does double
duty: Not only does mint
deter mosquitos, but dab-
bing the leaves it on a
fresh mosquito bite can
provide relief!

A popular mosqui-
to spray recipe: Mix in
a spray bottle, one cup
freshly picked mint
leaves with two cups of
distilled water. Add two
tablespoons of Witch
Hazel and shake.

FYI: Mint also deters
flies and ants!

We've all done it.
Something goes wrong—a
bad day at work, a fight
with a friend—and the
words come pouring out.
Complaining can feel like
a relief. But what if sci-
ence says it’s not helping
at all?

Your brain is like a
hiking trail. Every time
you walk the same path,
it gets easier to find—and
harder to avoid. Venting
carves that path deeper.
The more you fixate on
what went wrong, the
more your brain learns
to return to that place.

Your brain can learn
both positive and nega-

EARTHBORN

continued from page A6

many millions of years,”

many of them are natu-
ral. We've created some
that aren’t, and have even
devised some DNA and
RNA that never existed
in nature. Those would

certainly be a sign of
intelligence,
probably won’t last in the
geological record.

The opposite is true

of carbon, nitrogen and

other isotopic anomalies
caused by climate change;
they end up in the rocks,
but are not a red flag of
a civilization’s excess.
Certain radioactive iso-

topes could be, but most

are also found in nature.
Schmidt and Frank cite
just two that would prob-

ably be of technological

origin: “Plutonium-244
(half-life 80.8 million

years) and Curium-247

(half-life 15 million years)

but they

Part of that powerful
notion is this question
— am I living a life well
lived?

The great Scottish poet
— Robert Burns shared a
powerful insight that I
will paraphrase

“Oh what a gift the
giver could give us, if we
could see us as others see
us.”

If we have led a life
well lived, chances are
the people we interacted
with will be able to share
stories of goodness and
light when they ‘see us.’
But we shouldn’t have to
wait to learn how others

Marigolds: Marigolds
are not only a bright spot
in the garden and easy
to grow, but their dis-
tinctive scent also repel
mosquitos. The pompom
flowers contain the natu-
ral chemical pyrethrum,
which is an ingredient in
some commercial mos-
quito sprays. (Last week,
this column highlighted
the health boosting prop-
erties of Marigolds.)

FYI: Plant marigolds
in the garden as compan-
ion plants to deter com-
mon garden pests such
as aphids and whiteflies.

*%

Catnip: Catnip’s secret
weapon against mosqui-
toes is a natural com-
pound, Nepetalactone. In
fact, studies show that
catnip is at least as power-
ful as the chemical DEET
as deterring mosqui-
tos. One early study from
the American Chemical
Society revealed catnip is
ten times more effective
at deterring mosquitos as
DEET!

FYI: Pick leaves and
rub it between your

tive habits. And the more
you replay either one,
the more your mind is
trained to stay in that
state. So when you con-
stantly focus on the neg-
ative—by venting, com-
plaining, or reliving what
went wrong—you’re
teaching your brain to
live there. To expect it.
To look for it. Constantly
hiking that trail, so to
speak.

When you vent with-
out seeking a solution,
your brain starts to
believe the problem is
bigger—and that you're
smaller. Over time, you’re
not just describing the

would be detectable for a

large fraction of the rele-

vant time period if they

were deposited in suffi-

cient quantities, say, as a

result of a nuclear weap-
on exchange.”

Let’s hope that’s not

our message to future
species!

By contrast, what long-
term signature DO we
want to leave behind? Our
global impact has mostly
been very haphazard for
centuries now, to the det-
riment of humanity and
many other species. How
do we consciously craft
our civilization to ensure
not only humanity’s long-
term well-being, but also
that of the other species
sharing Earth? How do
we create space for future
intelligence to evolve
alongside and after us?

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

That said, as the vari-
ous eulogies were shared,
an important theme
emerged — eulogists said
they were “better for
knowing” the person who
died.

It is a lovely turn of
phrase and profound
notion...

“Better for knowing”

We can apply that
notion to our homework
and scholastic activities
— are we better, better off
for what we learned?

We can apply it to
coaches and teachers -
are we better off for their
efforts?

And most importantly

Qarden Plants tha

KAREN
TRAINOR

palms to release com-
pounds and wipe it on
exposed skin. The effects
last up to an hour at a
time.

£

Bee Balm: Bee Balm is
noted for its capacity to
lure bees, but a bonus to
planting this herb is that
the plants contain thy-
mol and carvacrol, and
in addition to its natu-
rally strong scent has the
power to deter mosquitos.

How to: You can simply
pick leaves and rub it on
exposed skin. Or, concoct
a simple infused oil by
soaking leaves into coco-
nut oil.

FYI: Native Americans
discovered Bee
Balm’s anti-inflamma-
tory and antimicrobial
properties could bring
down fevers, relieve

we can apply it to our-
selves — are people better
off for knowing us? Is the
world, the dinner table,
the family get together,
the party a better place
because we are in it, or
because we left? Is the
workplace, church, vol-
unteer  organization,
team, or group better
because we are partici-
pants or not?

As a person of faith the
question comes down to
this — do you and I add
light or darkness wherev-
er we go?

One of my friends lost a
mentor — someone of the
Quaker faith; a Christian
denomination that recog-
nizes the inner light, the
Divine Light in each of
us. My friend described
his mentor as someone
who not only could see
your inner light, but
always found a way to
make your light shine
brighter.

coughs and congestion
and fight infections.
*%

Basil: Basil is not only
a favorite kitchen herb,
but the plant also repels
mosquitos (and flies)!

According to Metode.
org, basil contains sev-
eral volatile compounds,
including estragole (also
known as tarragon),
methyl-nonyl-ketone,
geraniol, citronellal, and
limonene.

Bentley Seed Company
published this natural
mosquito spray:

Pick six ounces of fresh
basil leaves, clean them
thoroughly and place
them in a container such
as a pitcher or glass jar.

Pour four ounces of
boiling water over the
leaves and let the mixture
steep for several hours.
Remove the leaves and
squeeze their remaining
juices into the liquid.
Pour the liquid into a
spray bottle. Add four
ounces of vodka (it func-
tions as a carrier) to the
liquid and shake the mix-
ture gently; your home-
made insect repellent is
ready to be sprayed on

Venting!

struggle; you're training
your mind to feel pow-
erless in the face of it.
Complaining becomes
less about release and
more about rehearsal.
Conditioning yourself
for failure.

Contrary to popu-
lar belief, expressing
anger without resolu-
tion doesn’t release emo-
tion—it amplifies it. It’s
like turning up the vol-
ume without changing
the song. Each time you
vent, your brain thinks
the threat is still happen-
ing, flooding your body
with stress and keeping
your nervous system in
a state of fight-or-flight.
The more you relive the
stress, the more your sys-
tem stays on high alert.
Not because of what hap-
pened but because you
won’t stop replaying it.

It’s hurting your rela-
tionships. It turns con-
versations into dumping
grounds, leaving listeners
feeling drained or help-
less—especially when
they feel unable to make
a difference. In trying to
release stress, we end up
spreading it. When grum-
bling becomes the main
event, connection takes a
back seat. Instead of a
conversation, it’s a mono-
logue. The listener can’t
help, and you both walk
away less happy.

Conventional wisdom
taught us that voicing our
struggles helps us “get it
all out,” but research sug-
gests otherwise. Studies
show that it doesn’t create
clarity—it creates confu-
sion. Instead of moving
toward resolution, we cir-

cle around blame, frus-
tration, and helplessness.
This kind of repetitive
negativity dampens our
brain’s ability to plan,
prioritize, and think
creatively. Complaining
aimlessly doesn’t unlock
solutions—it shuts them
down. The mind can’t
design solutions while
it’s stuck in survival
mode.

Emotions are conta-
gious! When we grumble,
we’re not just express-
ing—we’re transmitting.
Cortisol (your body’s
stress hormone) doesn’t
just stay in your blood-
stream,; it causes others to
produce stress hormones,
too! Dysregulating not
just your nervous sys-
tem but everyone else’s
as well. What feels like
a release at the moment
can leave others feeling
anxious, irritable, or
exhausted—and you even
more out of sync.

Sadly, every time you
vent, voice your pain,

No doubt people were
better for knowing him.

Put differently, how
would your obituary or
mine be written right
now, or what would our
eulogists say at this
moment, not some neb-
ulous future but in this
moment?

As a physician, I've
seen firsthand how every
day is a gift, especially for
those struggling to have
one more, praying for just
a little more time.

How will we use our
time?

What will we do today,
right now that makes
someone better for know-
ing us?

All we need do is look
around for opportunities
to help others feel bet-
ter for knowing us. All
around us are people —
friends, family, strangers
who face chasm sized
challenges, who perhaps

skin and clothing.

Take care to keep this
“adult” DIY repellent out
of the reach of children
and don’t get the spray in
your eyes, nose or mouth.

FYI: As a bonus, basil
is toxic to mosquito lar-
vae too; plant basil where
freestanding water col-
lects.

*%

Lavender: Lavender
has many virtues, not the
least of which is that it
serves as a natural mos-
quito deterrent. This is
due to the natural com-
pounds, such as linalool
and liminene, which have
proven repellent proper-
ties.

To use, simply crush
lavender (flowers and
leaves) in your hand and
rub on exposed skin.

FYI: Linalool is what
gives lavender its calm-
ing properties.

*%

Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered

face loneliness, illness,
or carry some burden,
and need to feel better for
knowing someone — may
that someone be you and
me.

For any person of faith,
the hope of hearing our
Lord say “well done good
and faithful servant,”
is a powerful reminder
how we should live what
remaining time we are
blessed to enjoy. But that
hope is based upon our
actions in the here and
now, not then and here-
after.

In a world that contin-
ues to struggle with light
and darkness, what if
each of us was a candle?
What if we turned up
our inner light just a bit
more? What if we focused
on making the world bet-
ter because we are part
of it, not because we left?

What if each person we
met was better for know-
ing us?

t Deter Mosquitos

into a random drawing.
One winner per month
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route
131 across the town
common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that
has worked for you? Do
you have a question
regarding household or
garden matters? If so,
why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge
Press newspapers? Send
questions and/or hints
to: Take the Hint!, C/0
the Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

your wounds, your pogvery Up-

“stuckness”—you ) So, the next
strengthen the story SPEAKING time you feel
that you are those the urge to vent,
things. Instead of TOBY pause. Breathe.
helping your brain MOORE  Agk yourself what
process the expe- = vy want—relief

rience and move
forward, constantly vent-
ing blends your identity
with the version of you
that’s still hurting. Over
time, that repeated focus
doesn’t lead to healing—
it leads to entanglement.
You stop being someone
who had a challenging
experience and starts
becoming someone who
is the experience.

Sure, complaining
can feel good—for a sec-
ond, like a steam valve
hissing open. But long-
term relief doesn’t come
from circling the same
complaints. It comes
from breaking the loop.
From reflection. From
pattern interruption.
From choosing to move
forward, even when your
feelings are still catching

or repetition. The
answer might change
everything. The truth is
that your brain is always
listening.

Every word you speak
shapes the path ahead. So
talk like someone who’s
going somewhere. Use
words that push you for-
ward, not hold you back.
You’re not powerless—
you’re learning, growing,
becoming. You don’t need
more drama. You need
direction. You don’t need
everything figured out—
you need to stop looking
back and start moving
forward.

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of Emmy
- Nominated A Separate
Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.

Do we have your
attention?

e

very powerful medium and can
deliver strongly for you business.
onsumer immersion in trusted content has
a massive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness
of its associated advertising. Media attention scores as applied
to regular consumers of each medium, with print newspapers
topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by regional
print newspapers (76%). www.StonebridgePress.com

Print Advertising is a
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Rachel Gormley named to
Western Carolina University’s Spring Chancellor’s List

CULLOWHEE, N.C. — Congratulations to Rachel Gormley of Charlton for being named to the Western Carolina University Spring 2025
Chancellor’s List.

Gormley was among more than 2,900 students to achieve this honor. To qualify for the Chancellor’s List, students must earn a GPA of 3.8
or higher. Students named to the Chancellor’s List are also named to the Dean’s List.

As the westernmost institution in the University of North Carolina System, WCU attracts students from around the globe for its nationally
ranked programs, affordability through NC Promise and exceptional student support. Recognized as a top adventure college and surround-
ed by the Blue Ridge and Great Smoky Mountains, students can explore the region’s vast natural diversity through unrivaled experiential
learning and recreational activities. Offering residential, hybrid and online programs for undergraduate and graduate degrees at our main
campus in Cullowhee, WCU in Asheville located at Biltmore Park, and wherever students are through distance learning.

NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
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9 236:-oF-EISTORIC OEEICE BU|L[DijSe
FOR SALE

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 Sk

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

« Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

. Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

. Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765
jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

Nazareth
University

student
Dakota

Schantz earns
Dean’s List
honors

ROCHESTER, N.Y.
— Nazareth University
is proud to announce
that Dakota Schantz of
Sturbridge, MA has been
named to the dean’s list
for the spring 2025 semes-
ter.

A student’s grade point
average must be at least
3.5 or above, and they
must complete 12 credit
hours of graded work that
semester in order to be
included on the dean’s list
at Nazareth.

Nazareth University is
an inclusive community
of inspired learners, edu-
cators, and changemakers
who for 100 years have
been driven by a bold com-
mitment to action, empa-
thy, equity, and leading
innovation for the com-
mon good. Impact experi-
ences are at the heart of a
Nazareth education, pre-
paring each student to dis-
cover within themselves
the potential to cultivate
positive change in their
life’s work, in any career
field, and in a world that
is constantly evolving and
infinitely interconnected.

Our broad academic
offerings present a range
of study options typi-
cal of big universities,
yet achieved in our sup-
portive campus culture.
Nearly 2,100 undergrad
and 600 graduate students
enroll in degree and cer-
tificate programs and
engage in collaborative,
transformative learning
experiences, preparing
them for the professions
and society of today and
tomorrow. In a learning
community that purpose-
fully integrates liberal
arts and professional pro-
grams, Nazareth gradu-
ates launch lifetimes of
changemaking leadership
in communities and work-
places near and far.

SEND US
YOUR
NEWY!!

Ews0
sonebridge
DIESSENS
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Farmers’ markets resume

Facepainting was one of the available services at Big Bunny.

s

St Ty

One of the visitors

tne way out of e | VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

Southbridge market.

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

Sup})ort [ocaffy gTOWﬂ (111 SPEHCEV) anrffamtfy wmea(smuff Busmess
We g?’OW 1000’s Qfﬂ-ﬂmgmg ﬁaséets &J}J[aﬂtﬁ am[regu[ar@ restocﬁ our garden center

11'_' Hanging Baskets

2 for $39

Select varieties. or $23.99 ea.

6” Premium Annuals 6 for $44

or $7.59 each
Over 24 different types
of plants to choose from!

Variety’s include; Agastache, Ageratum, Celosia,
Coleus, Cosmos, Diascia, Euphorbia, Evolvulus,
Fuchsia, Gazena, Geranium, Heliotrope, Humming-
bird Lunch, Lantana, Lobelia, Lysimachia, Million
Bells, New Guinea Impatien, Silver Falls, Sunscape
daisy, Sweetgrass, Sweet Potato Vine & Verbena

No, these are not bread.
They’re mushrooms.

CASUAL WATERFRONT

308 4, DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY
/’—"\‘—1-/
SRS LA KESIDE LIVE MUSIC LINEUP  musIC
e Farmers’ Marke
season has returned to our 6/ 6 Exopus Roserts BINGO
region, with Southbridge, 6/1 3 Jonny TayLOR THEI},RESRDYAY
Charlton and Sturbridge
reopening over the past 6/20 Evan CouTure 7709

week. As is common at
this time of year, the ven-
dors were mostly craft-
ers and those who made

6/27 Joun DemERS
Look for our

things from farm produce; | OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
there were only a few with 11 - CLOSE summer Meml
fresh vegetables or fruit. CLOSED MONDAYS B Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

Southbridge’s  mar- o D
ket runs every Saturday | Please visit our website

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

from 10 am.2 pm. at or Facebook page

Big Bunny Charlton’s is for our full menu.

Thursday from 4-7 p.m. i Ere i T o i N

on the Common (or in 308 MAIN STREET Fas /) YT R sRESSEEL. Check

the Grange Hall if rain). EAST BROOKFIELD e ' out the

Sturbridge’s is Sunday 774-449-8333 new Fall/

from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on the 308LAKESIDE.COM Winter

Common. B menu
Flacgl;ock

Super Cute Well Maintained Home That Was Completely Renovated In 2005.This 3 Bedroom
2 Full Bath Cape On A Nice Manageable Lot Features A Spacious Eat-In Kitchen With Quartz
Counter Tops And Hardwood Floor, Open Floor Plan, Dining Room With A Gas Fireplace &
Hardwood Floors. Nice Sun Filled Living Room With Propane Stove And Wall Of Windows. 1St
Floor Includes Full Bath With Jacuzzi Tub And Master Bedroom With A Huge Walk-In Closet.
2Nd Floor Has 2 Good Size Bedrooms And Another Full Bath. Highly Energy Efficient Heating

System With Central Air. Large Deck. 26X16 Heated 1 Car Garage W/16 Ft Ceiling, Additional
One of Charlton’s regular vendors brings his handmade bird houses. Space For Storage. Town Water And Sewer

SEND US YOUR NEWS!I! { 0VER_ 20 YEARS EXPERlENCE_!

Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

Email Us Q i BisajCaroniReallEstatel

AR W VT Siraat, [RO Bexdiy Breslkifials], MA O1508
(GellH

news@stonebridgepress.news | SearhHomes instendy: bgpelismmulizcron.com
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OBITUARIES

Francis B. Fennessey, Jr., 81

Charlton: Atty.
Francis B. Fennessy;,
Jr, 81, of Main St.,
passed away peace-
fully at home on
Thursday, May 29th,
after a long illness.

He leaves his
beloved wife of 50
years, Rosalind C.

(Mildner) Fennessey; his son, Timothy
F. Fennessey of Charlton; his daugh-
ter, Sian F. Fennessey of Winterthur,
Switzerland and his two cherished
grandchildren, Madeleine Morf and
Annalise Morf. Francis was prede-
ceased by his sister, Bernadette Cusson.

He was born in Southbridge, the
son of Francis B. Fennessey Sr. and
Gertrude (Prosperoni) Fennessey.

Francis graduated from Southbridge
high school, earned a B.A. in Political
Science at Michigan State University,
and went on to receive his Juris
Doctorate at American University in
Washington, DC. He worked as a bank-
er, practiced law for over 50 years even-
tually setting up a private practice in
Charlton, and served on the Charlton
Board of Selectmen. He enjoyed wood-
working, politics, skiing, international
travel, and weekend trips to Vermont.

A funeral Mass for Francis will be
held on Thursday, June 5th, at 10:00 am
in St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putham
Rd. Ext., Charlton. Burial in West
Ridge Cemetery, Charlton will be pri-
vate at a later date. There are no calling
hours.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Rebecca Gould Mimeault, 74

Rebecca Gould
Mimeault, 74, of
"1 Sturbridge, MA,

o passed away at home
i surrounded by family
i on May 26, 2025, after
a courageous battle
with cancer. Her life
was marked by endur-
ing faith, deep com-
passion, and unwavering love for her
family and community.

Born in Laconia, NH, to Douglas and
Mildred (Davis) Gould, and raised in
Massachusetts, Rebecca graduated from
Hudson High School in 1969 and earned
a degree in Business Administration
from Emmanuel College in Boston.

She was the beloved wife of Peter
Mimeault and loving mother of Amy
Sampson and her husband, Michael,
of Woodstock, CT, and the late Brent
David Mimeault. She was a devot-
ed grandmother to Noah and Ellary
Sampson of Woodstock and Darwin
Brown-Waters of Amherst, NH. She
also leaves her daughter-in-law, Maggie
Brown Mimeault.

Rebecca is survived by her siblings:
Ronald (Judy) Gould of Wilmington,
MA; Roland (Sarah) Gould of
Shrewsbury, MA; Michael (Joan) Gould
of Canton, CT; William (Cindy) Gould
of Hudson, MA; and Brenda (David)
Thatcher of Colebrook, NH. She deeply
loved her nieces and nephews: Jeff,
Scott, Bryan, Glenn, Jessica, Zachary;,
Joshua, Jonathan, Ashlee, Samantha,
and Mitchell. She was predeceased by

her nephew Jason Gould.

Professionally, = Rebecca spent
over 30 years at Digital Equipment
Corporation, Intel Corporation, and
Digital Credit Union. In retirement, she
was active with the Sturbridge Council
on Aging and served on the committee
for the expansion of the Sturbridge
Senior Center.

Rebecca’s Christian faith was cen-
tral to her life. She was a founding
member of Grace Baptist Church in
Shrewsbury, MA, and later a devoted
member of Faith Baptist Church in
Southbridge, MA.

Even in her final days, Rebecca
remained a source of light, offering
comfort and love while facing her jour-
ney with courage and grace. Her legacy
of faith, kindness, and resilience lives
on in all who knew her.

The family thanks the UMASS
Oncology Group and Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute for their exceptional
care.

Calling hours will be held on Friday,
June 6th, from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Varnum
Funeral Home, 43 East Main St., in
West Brookfield. Funeral services will
be held on Saturday, June 7th, at 10 a.m.
in the First Congregational Church of
North Brookfield followed by burial.
Everyone should meet directly at the
church.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Faith Baptist Church, 515
Dennison Dr., Southbridge, MA 01550.
An online tribute page is available at
varnumfuneralhome.com

Send all obituary notices to
Stonebridge Press,
PO Box 90, Southbridge,

or by e-mail to

stonebridgepress.news

MA 01550,

obits@

Town-to-Town BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS 3
LA

FOSTER WAR RELICS &
PARENTS WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED: WANTED:

WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!

N
news@ 3

stonebridgepress.news / i3\

e

SINGER

continued from page Al

Singer has called for an
official statement from
the School Committee
on two prior occasions
appearing as a pri-
vate citizen before both
the School Committee
itself and the Board of
Selectmen respectively.
He once again spoke as
a citizen during the pub-
lic comment segment of
the Board of Selectmen’s
May 27 meeting renewing
his request for the board
to seek an official state-
ment from the School
Committee which he feels
is justified due to specific
incidents of hate among
the student body.

“It is needed. While I
cannot give you names,
I can tell you personal-
ly that I do know of an
instance in the Charlton
Middle School where
students were goose-step-
ping behind a Jewish stu-
dent,” Singer revealed.
“I do know an instance
in Shepard Hill where a
penny was thrown down
the hallway at a Jewish
student, and I do know
of an instance on our
Dudley Charlton Regional
School System busses
where threats were made
against a Jewish resi-
dent’s home. I'm sorry if
I'm not going to sit here
and take it, that we don’t
need to stand up to this.
I expect more from every
leader, not only on this
board but the School
Committee."

In the past, Singer had
also expressed concerns

about content posted on
School Committee mem-
bers’ personal social
media accounts without
mentioning specific indi-
viduals by name. On May
27, he made a direct accu-
sation against School
Committee Vice Chair
Jeanne Costello sharing
printouts of posts from
her personal Facebook
page that Singer called
"hate speech” and “pro-
paganda lies.” Singer
submitted copies of
the posts to the Town
Administrator hoping
they will be sent to the
School Committee and
that the town will ask
them to act and respond.

Our correspondent
reached out to Jeanne
Costello, who issued an
emailed statement call-
ing Singer’s accusations
defamatory, “untrue” and
“hurtful,” portraying her
as promoting hate an
antisemitism.

“I want to be clear: 1
do not promote hate of
any kind, nor do I support
antisemitism. I fully con-
demn all forms of hate,
violence, and discrimi-
nation,” Costello wrote.
“Mr. Singer’s comments
appear to conflate my per-
sonal beliefs and online
activity with my role as
an elected official. While
I serve on the Dudley-
Charlton Regional School
Committee, I did not, and
do not, speak on behalf
of the committee or the
school district on my
personal social media.
Like any private citizen,
I have the right to express
myself personally and
thoughtfully, and I do so

responsibly.”
In her capacity as
School Committee

Vice Chair, Costello did
acknowledge that the
district includes policies
in the staff handbook
and student handbook
regarding nondiscrimi-
nation, civil rights griev-
ance procedures, and
bully prevention. These
policies have been made
available on the district’s
website.

Singer’s demands
stem from a controversy
involving material post-
ed on a members-only
page on the MTAs web-
site meant to help educa-
tors teach their students
about the Israel-Hamas
War, also colloquially
referred to as the Gaza
War. The content received
widespread criticism
and spurred Singer to
approach the local School
Committee in March who
ensured that no educa-
tor had begun utilizing
the material but stopped
short of issuing any offi-
cial written statement
despite Singer’s repeated
requests. Singer also said
he was “discouraged”
after selectmen had voted
down a prior request to
send a letter to the school
committee asking that
they consider issuing an
official statement.

The Board of
Selectmen provided few
comments on the matter
as it was not an official
item on the May 27 agen-
da. Board Chair Karen
Spiewak asked that any
future discussion be
saved for another Board
of Selectmen meeting.

The why and how of
deadbeading

Corona Tools — Courtesy

A gardener using an Ergocut dead header in the
garden.

Keep your flowers blooming longer and
your garden a bit tidier with deadhead-
ing. Removing faded flowers can promote
repeat bloom on some plants, encourage
fuller, more compact growth, and tidy up
the garden.

Use a bypass hand prun-
er, garden snips or other
dead-heading tool to remove
faded flowers. Bypass tools
have two sharp blades like
scissors, resulting in a clean
cut that closes quickly, leav-
ing your plant looking its best.

sia and lantana will prevent the plants
from going to seed and encourage more
blooms. Remove any berries that do form
to keep these plants flowering throughout
the growing season.

Deadheading peonies is strictly for aes-
thetics and won’t extend the bloom time.
Remove the faded flowers or seedpods as
they form. Cut just above a healthy set of
leaves to keep the stems more upright and
create a tidier appearance in your garden.

Prevent some flowers, like colum-
bine, Amsonia, and Alliums from
reseeding and spreading throughout the
garden by removing the faded flowers.
Even though it won’t promote additional
blooms, it will help eliminate unwanted
seedlings in next year’s garden.

Remove flowers as they appear on cole-
us, grown for its colorful foliage, to pro-
mote more compact growth. Late bloom-

ing, flowerless varieties

and self-branching coleus

GARDEN hybrids reduce or eliminate
MoOMENTS  time spent on this task.

ces e Reduce time spent dead-

heading by including some

M;:E:ZA self-cleaning, also called

free-flowering plants, like

Corona Tool’s Ergocut dead

header (coronatools.com) has

a finger loop that provides better control
and an ergonomic design for less stress on
your hands and wrist.

The type of flower will influence how
and where to make the cut. In general,
remove the stem of faded blooms back to
the first set of healthy leaves or nearby
flower buds.

Remove the flower stem of salvias,
speedwells (Veronicas), and snapdragons
as the blooms begin to fade. Cut below the
spike of flowers just above the first set of
leaves or the side shoots where the new
flower buds are forming.

Encourage additional blossoms and
improve Shasta daisy’s appearance by
removing faded flowers. Prune back just
above a set of healthy leaves.

Cut the flowers of plants
like Armeria and coral bells back to the
base of the flower stems that arise from
the foliage. This improves the appearance
and encourages more blooms on some of
this type of flowering perennial.

Plants like daylilies and balloon flowers
require a bit different care. Remove the
individual blooms as they fade if you don’t
like looking at the faded flowers. Once all
the individual flowers have bloomed out,
you can cut the flower stem back at the
base.

Removing fading flowers of fuch-

impatiens, fibrous bego-
nias, Calibrachoa, and moss
rose. Lobelia, many of the newer petu-
nias, and verbenas are also self-cleaning
but may benefit from a bit of grooming.
Prune back heat-stressed lobelia and ver-
bena that get leggy and petunia stems that
need to be kept in bounds.

Allow seedheads to develop on cone-
flowers, rudbeckias, and other plants that
provide winter interest and food for the
birds. And consider skipping the dead-
heading of late blooming perennials. This
allows them to prepare for winter and
form seedpods for additional winter inter-
est.

And while you are out in the gar-
den deadheading, pick a few flowers at
their peak to enjoy in a summer bouquet
indoors.

Melinda Myers has written over
20 gardening books, including the
recently released Midwest Gardener’s
Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything” instant video
series and the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms magazine
and was commissioned by Corona Tools
for her expertise to write this article. Myers’
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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Local residents receive degrees at WPI’s 156th Undergraduate Commencement

WORCESTER Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) celebrated
its 2025 Commencement with a series of
ceremonies honoring the achievements
of graduates across all degree levels.
For the second year, commencement
exercises were held at the DCU Center,
where WPI conferred 1,298 bachelor’s
degrees representing a diverse range
of disciplines in science, engineering,
technology, business, and the human-
ities. President Grace J. Wang, PhD,
and Board of Trustees Chair William
Fitzgerald presided over the 156th
Commencement exercises on Friday,
May 16.

Wang told members of the Class of
2025 they are entering a changing world
filled with competing visions for how
to solve challenges and advance society.
But, she said, along with knowledge and
technical competence in their chosen
fields of study, WPI graduates have been
equipped with the ability to think criti-
cally, to be resilient, to work in teams,

and to do it all with a sense of ethics
and global responsibility.

“Outside these walls today is a world
that needs you,” Wang said. “Not just
because of what you have learned to do
in your chosen field, but because of who
you are, and also because of the leader-
ship qualities you built at WPL.”

Delivering the undergraduate
Commencement address, Michelle Gass
‘90, president and chief executive offi-
cer of Levi Strauss & Co., reflected
on her journey from student to global
business leader to inspire the Class of
2025. Gass said she’s often asked how
a chemical engineering graduate from
WPI became CEO of one of the most
iconic apparel companies in the world.
The answer, she told the graduates, lies
in a handful of guiding principles she
started refining in her years on the WPI
campus.

“I've realized that to the extent I've
been successful and able to engineer
the kind of life I wanted for myself

Charlton Garden Club meets Monday

CHARLTON —The Charlton Garden Club’s Monday, June 9 meeting welcomes
all to a free program on Outside Landscaping. Speaker Mary Jo Maffei of Garden
Path Design will be speaking on Outside Landscaping.

A gardener for more than 30 years, she will offer advice on evaluating your
landscape, elements to think about when designing workable garden plans and
suggestions of what might be practical to implement.

Whether you’re a novice or accomplished gardener, the Charlton Garden Club is
a great place to meet other gardening enthusiasts, learn about plants and planting,
and to share your gardening tips and experiences.

This meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the Charlton Public Library. For more
information, please email charltongardenclub@gmail.com.

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Ph:

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorr; e
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured * Free 6uo;es
REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

GJ LEDUC
C==J donINTING

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR i ;
LIVING CONSTRUCTION Interiorand Ex.terlor
Chimney Repair PowerWashmg
Foundation Repair WaIIpapering
Steps, Patios .
Pool Surrounds General Repair
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance Fu“y Insured
Water Proofing Over 40+ Years
Delivery of Aggregate .
Cord Wood Experlence
Brian French 508-764-8548
(413)222-5542
frenchyn45@gmail.com 774'230'8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Beautiful, Efficient, Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS
| LA

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

:508-784-1550:

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
-----------------------u

Got Space?

we do.

and my family, it’s largely because I
learned how to approach problems and
moments intentionally and productive-
ly, while keeping real people in mind at
all times,” Gass said.

Gass and Mark Fuller, chair and
treasurer of the George F. and Sybil
H. Fuller Foundation, a significant
supporter of WPI, received honorary
degrees as part of the ceremony.

Student speaker Dhespina Zhidro, a
biomedical engineering and mechani-
cal engineering double major, reminded
fellow graduates about the communi-
ty they formed for themselves, shaped
by a collective experience that includ-
ed struggle, doubt, and, ultimately,
achievement.

“WPI has given us more than an edu-
cation,” Zhidro said. “It has given us a
blueprint for how to live, how to lead,
create meaningful change, and leave
every place we enter better than we
found it.”

The following graduates earned BS
degrees:

Ryan Malone from Brimfield majored
in Mechanical Engineering

Alissa Cloutier from Charlton
majored in Architectural Engineering

Cutter Beck from Charlton majored
in Computer Science

Ethan Lilley from Charlton majored
in Electrical and Computer Engineering

Michael Alicea from Charlton

majored in Computer Science
Michaela Cluett from Charlton
majored in Business

ddJAN
—y

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

Anjum Soofi from Southbridge
majored in Biomedical Engineering

Jeremy Peters from Southbridge
majored in Mechanical Engineering

About  Worcester  Polytechnic
Institute
WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused

research university and a recognized
pioneer and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded in 1865
on the principle that students learn
most effectively by applying the theory
learned in the classroom to the practice
of solving real-world problems, WPI’s
continued mission is to transform lives,
turn knowledge into action to confront
global challenges, and revolutionize
STEM through distinctive and inclu-
sive education, projects, and research.
WPT’s project-based curriculum engag-
es undergraduates in solving important
scientific, technological, and societal
problems throughout their education
and at more than 50 project centers
around the world. Today WPI offers
more than 70 Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
doctoral degree programs across 18
academic departments in science, engi-
neering, technology, business, the social
sciences, and the humanities and arts.
To help address ongoing challenges,
improve lives, and help create a more
sustainable world, WPI faculty and stu-
dents pursue groundbreaking research
in such areas as the life sciences, smart
technologies, materials and manufac-
turing, and global initiatives.

AWNMOWEH

“ ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775 e tE
492 Main St Oxford =
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\ LAWNMOWER.COM [E%¥ J

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY m

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

“PAINTING | Plumbing ]| PLUVBING | _ROOFING_J _ Roofing |

New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.
Need to get it done?
Call me!
-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEY |[ <>
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ALL KINDS OF e

MASONRY & 774-200-4880
CONCRETE WORK Business 8925 A1

Journeyman Lic.1364
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com
TopB.E.AA.ST2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield,MA

& ACCREDITED
By BUSINESS

> J‘w MIKE LAMBERT'S
Scott Bernard’s ¢ ﬁ\ PLUMBING &
PRECISION \;L HEATING INC.
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Since 1979 New Construction
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Wallpaper and te
Fine Faux Finishes Spencer, MA
Satisfaction 1-833-969-4330
Guaranteed Fully Insured
Free Estimates
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
774.452.0321 @GMAIL.COM

JOHN DALY
Plumbing
Specializing
in repairs or new
installs for home
owners since 1988
Fully licensed and insured

Filter Your Water with
a Reverse Osmosis
Under Sink
Or Countertop System

Lic #MPL 21763
Call
508-304-7816

Email
jdrainman714@aol.com

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
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davidbarbale.com
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GREEN
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SAUNDERS &
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Better Business Bureau.
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Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
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Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards
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BBB
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SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Under G.L. ¢.255 Sec.39A
Notice is hereby given by Cruise
Control Transportation Inc. Pursuant
to the provisions of G.L. c. 255, Section
39A. that on or after JUNE 20,2025 at
Cruise Control Transportation Inc. the
following motor vehicle/s will be sold at
private sale to satisfy our garage keep-
er’s lien thereon for storage, towing
charges, care and expenses of notices
and sale of said vehicle
VEHICLE MAKE:2020 Infiniti QX60
VIN: 5N1DLOMM1LC502956
LAST REGISTERED OWNER: Anyj
Vohra

77 LOFGREN RD

AVON CT, 06001

VEHICLE MAKE: 2017 CHEVEROLET
EQUINOX

VIN: 2GNFLGE36H6136074

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
ROBERT DUBE

471AMILL ST

WORCESTER MA,01602

VEHICLE MAKE :2005 ACURA TL
VIN: 19UUAB6235A081640

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Winder A Moronta

157 CHANDLER ST APT 1
Worcester MA ,01609

VEHICLE MAKE: 2007 GMC YUKON
VIN:1GKFK63807J385321

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Claudio Alessandro Vitiello

349 Braeside Ave Apt 108

East Stroudsbu PA 18301

VEHICLE MAKE : 2013 Audi allroad
VIN: WA1UFAFL6DA063024

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Joseph Mickarweil

RANDOLPH 02368

VEHICLE MAKE : 2003 GMC Sonoma
VIN: 1GTCS19X638149015

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Quezada Velez Arturo Jr

118 Morris St

New Haven CT 06519

VEHICLE MAKE : 2012 CHEVROELT
CRUZ

VIN: 1G1PK5SC7C7110352

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Carolina Castillo

388 Prairie Ave

Providence Rl 02905

VEHICLE MAKE : 2006 ACURAL TL
VIN: 19UUA66266A028268

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Omar Garcia

54 Esther ST # 2

Worcester MA 01607

VEHICLE MAKE : 2010 Honda Civic
VIN: 2HGFG1B6XAH535221

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Glenda Colon

249 Thomaston Ave

Waterbury CT 06704

VEHICLE MAKE : 2008 ACURA MDX
VIN: 2HNYD28278H541931

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Carlos Manuel Santiago Medina

94 Vine St ,APT 3B

Hartford CT 06112

VEHICLE MAKE : 2014 CHEVROLET
SONIC

VIN:1G1JC5SH3E4241653

LAST REGISTERED OWNER:J

OHN J HANLON

5638 ELEUTHERA WAY

NAPLES FL 34119

VEHICLE MAKE: 2005 ACURA TL
VIN:19UUA66245A002718

LAST REGISTERED OWNER :
Kelley Williams

410 SHELTON ST FL 2
BRIDGEPORT CT 06608

VEHICLE MAKE:
MAZDAG6
VIN:UM1GJ1V5XG1415434
LAST REGISTERED OWNER:
Progressive Casualty Insurnace
PO Box 1388

Windham MA 04062

June 6, 2025

June 13, 2025

June 20, 2025

2006 MAZDA

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P1799GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

In the matter of:

Kevin Armstrong

Of: Charlton MA

RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has
been filed by
Department of Developmental Serv
of Worcester, MA
in the above captioned matter alleging
that Kevin Armstrong is in need of a
Guardian and requesting that
TLC Trust by Gayle Greene of Fitch-
burg, MA
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court and may contain
a request for certain specific authority.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or be-
fore 10:00 A.M. on the return date of
06/17/2025. This day is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appearance if
you object to the petition. If you fail to
file the written appearance by the re-
turn date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice to you.
In addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file
a written affidavit stating the specific
facts and grounds of your objection
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may
make this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: May 21, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
June 5, 2025

Town of Brimfield
Conservation Commission
Public Hearing Notice
In accordance with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 131,
Section 40, the Brimfield Conservation
Commission will hold a public meet-
ing on Wednesday, June 25, 2025,
at 6:00 PM to review a Request for
Determination of Applicability (RDA)
submitted by Fabio Xavier Da Costa.
The RDA requests the demolition of
existing single-family home and to
build a new two-family on same foot-

print.

Project Location: 38 Sturbridge Road
(Assessor’s Map (13-C-1)

Meeting Location: Public Participation
will be In-Person at Hitchcock Academy
at 2 Brookfield Road, Brimfield, MA
01010 on June 25, 2025, at 6:00 PM.
Any person(s) interested or wishing
to be heard on this request should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated. A copy of the permit appli-
cation and plan may be inspected
at the Brimfield Town Annex in the
Conservation Commission Office,
Salisbury Annex Building, 2nd Fioor,
23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010
or contact the office at 413-245-4100
ext. 1101.

Roger deBruyn & Joseph Venezia
Co-Chairs

May 28, 2025

June 5, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on June 18, 2025, at
7PM on the application of Richard and
Ann Burns.

The applicant has filed for a Notice of
Intent for the proposed extension and
widening of an existing farmer’s wall
and fill within 15-feet of a Bordering
Vegetated Wetland. The project
location is: 80 Richardson Corner
Road, Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID:
54-A-15.1.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts

of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.

Copies of the NOI may be examined
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation

Commission

June 5, 2025
PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION
PROGRAM
Notice of Simplified License
Application pursuant to M.G.L.
Chapter 91
24-WW-PRE-0075-APP
NOTIFICATION DATE: June 5th,

2025

PERMITTEE: Jamie Skowyra
PROJECT SITE ADDRESS: 312 The
Trail, Sturbridge MA. 01518

Public notice is hereby given of the
application for a Chapter 91 Simplified
License by Jamie Skowyra to con-
struct/maintain a Cantilevered dock in
the waters of Big Alum at 312 The Trail
Sturbridge MA. Worcester County
The Department will consid-
er all written comments on this
Waterways application received by
within 30 days of the “Notification
Date”. Failure of any aggrieved person
or group of ten citizens or more to sub-
mit written comments to the Waterways
Regulation Program will result in the
waiver of any right to an adjudicatory
hearing in accordance with 310 CMR
9.13(4)(c). The group of citizens must
include at least five citizens who are
residents of the municipality in which
the proposed project is located.
Project plans for this Waterways appli-
cation are on file for public view-
ing electronically, by request to dep.
waterways@mass.gov. If you do not
have access to email, please leave a
voicemail at (617) 292-5929 and you
will be contacted with infonnation on
alternative options.

It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with dep.
waterways@mass.gov when possi-
ble. Alternatively, comments may be
mailed to the Waterways Regulation
Program at: 1 Winter Street, 5th Floor,
Boston, MA 02108.

June 5, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
WATERWAYS REGULATION
PROGRAM
Notice of Simplified License
Application pursuant to
M.G.L. Chapter 91
25-WW-PRE-0032-APP
NOTIFICATION DATE: June 5th,

2025

PERMITTEE: Glenn Gart

PROJECT SITE ADDRESS: 124 Lake
Road, Sturbridge MA. 01518

Public notice is hereby given of the
application for a Chapter 91 Simplified
License by Glenn Gart to construct/
maintain a Cantilevered dock in the
waters of Big Alum at 124 Lake Road
Sturbridge MA. Worcester County
The Department will consid-
er all written comments on this
Waterways application received by
within 30 days of the “Notification
Date”. Failure of any aggrieved person
or group of ten citizens or more to sub-
mit written comments to the Waterways
Regulation Program will result in the
waiver of any right to an adjudicatory
hearing in accordance with 310 CMR
9.13(4)(c). The group of citizens must
include at least five citizens who are
residents of the municipality in which
the proposed project is located.
Project plans for this Waterways appli-
cation are on file for public view-
ing electronically, by request to dep.
waterways@mass.gov. If you do not
have access to email, please leave a
voicemail at (617) 292-5929 and you
will be contacted with infonnation on
alternative options.

It is recommended that public com-
ments be filed electronically with dep.
waterways@mass.gov when possi-
ble. Alternatively, comments may be
mailed to the Waterways Regulation
Program at: 1 Winter Street, 5th Floor,
Boston, MA 02108.

June 5, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of
Charlton Stormwater Management
Rules & Regulations, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
accepting comments on the following
application:
The applicant, Ronald Gauthier.
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater  Management  Permit
on May 27, 2025, for stormwater

infrastructure associated with the

construction of a single-family home.
The project site is located at Lot 1-1

E Baylies Road, Charlton, MA 01507,
and is also known as: Parcel ID 77-C-
4.10.

Copies of the Land Disturbance
Application are available at the
Charlton Conservation Commission
office during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

June 5, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25D0407DR
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION AND MAILING
Heather Marinelli
vs.

Jonathan Marinelli

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a Complaint
for Divorce requesting that the Court
grant a divorce forcruel and abusive
The Complaint is on file at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has
been entered in this matter prevent-
ing you from taking any action which
would negatively impact the current
financial status of either party. SEE
Supplemental Probate Court Rule
411.
You are hereby summoned and
required to serve upon:
Heather Marinell
176 South St.
Southbridge, MA 01550
your answer, if any, on or before
07/16/2025. If you fail to do so, the
court will proceed to the hearing and
adjudication of this action. You are
also required to file a copy of your
answer, if any, in the office of the
Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 17, 2025

Stephanie K. Fattman

Register of Probate

June 5, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Probate

and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No.

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Robert J. Patterson

Date of Death: 10/26/24
To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of :
Petitioner
Cynthia Ann Patterson of Sturbridge
MA
a Will has been admitted to informal
probate.
Cynthia Ann Patterson of Sturbridge
MA has been informally appointed as
Personal Representative of said estate
to serve without Surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
June 5, 2025

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127
email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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ensure “people can't come in here and disrupt our
community” with such projects. As an example, he
cited the conversion of AO commercial/industrial
buildings to housing, saying it “hasn't solved any
problems.”

To Rivas, there “needs to be transparency with
developers” so that they fit into the town's housing
plan, something that can happen if they present their
ideas much earlier. She noted she favors creating a
housing trust and working with developers to “match
what our community is looking for,” as well as state
bills that would allow local rent control and eviction
oversight.

Provost again cited the need to “work together” for
new bylaws, this time “to make more affordable hous-
ing” for young people, vets and seniors.

Adams noted there has been “no common-sense
planning” for housing, in part because the state sets
mandates but “forgets to provide the services needed,”
as in funding for police, fire, health, and schools. He
said we need to be able to make decisions locally and
put pressure on the state for more options.

Question three looked at the town's new Open Space
and Recreation Plan, with Provost proposing setting
up a place to rent outdoors equipment for people to
take advantage of the fact “we've got rivers, parks
and everything in this town.” The idea, he said, came
from something he saw at one of the Air Force bases
he served on.

Adams said he sees the OSRP as “an important
part of what the town's going to look like in the near
future.” He pointed to the renovation of the skate
park, which was a vandalized wreck but is now “a
regional destination,” and sees the same possibility
for the rail trail and various other parks.

Rivas credited Peg Dean for her grantwriting to get
many of these projects funded, and said Southbrideg
needs to “get the most for our residents” from various
developments. Specifically, she cited the proposal to
have public access to the woods and river at the AO.

Montigny, though, said he's “heard about enough of
Chip Norton” (the AO's developer). Instead he general-
ly said he wants to see things done by “a Southbridge
person for Southbridge kids,” and pointed to the new
youth center, the Rios park, and the fire station's effect
on neighboring playgrounds.

With question four, they got into the numbers, as in
the perennial discussion of whether to have split tax
rates. All of them except Rivas said they support one
rate, with some variation of Adams's statement “we
don't have enough business to have a split rate.” He
noted the business/residential split has been about
20/80 for years.

Rivas, by contrast, supported splitting the rate
last fall, saying she thinks it's worth taking a risk to
relieve the residential burden more quickly. It will
take a few years to regain control of the schools and
other things that typically attract business, but she
said she wanted to see what a split rate of even 10
percent would do.

That led into a query on how Southbridge can gener-
ate revenue besides property taxes. Rivas got that one
first, suggesting the new sewer plant managers are
talking about selling compost. She also noted the town
could consolidate schools and sell the extra buildings,
as well as surplus vehicles.

Montigny disagreed with that last point and noted
the town used to make about $2 million a year off the
dump but “ran [it] out of town.” Instead, he argued we
own the water but pay Charlton for it (that's over sim-
plified; Charlton users pay for water at the same rates
Southbridge users do. The agreement with Charlton
calls for Charlton getting a percentage of the system's
annual income, largely because they own and main-
tain the pipes in their town.)

Vorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

Gus Steeves

The four candidates on the dais. From left, they are Gil Provost, Dave Adams, Jasmin Rivas and Mike Montigny.

Provost took the opportunity to cite his support
of making town “business friendly,” noting that and
getting the schools back will mean “everybody will be
happy in this town.”

To Adams, though, it's “a multifacted question.”
He advocated for several things — rebuilding local
brownfields (a reference to the Hamilton Mill), using
the rail trail and skatepark as attractions, and using
the Redevelopment Authority and a revolving funds
created from ARPA money to redevelop downtown.

Regarding schools, they addressed two issues: how
to handle the school facility needs and work with the
school committee and receiver. They generally agreed
on the need to plan such work and seek funding for it
(preferably without loans), but there was some discus-
sion of needing to identify what the actual needs are
and what to do with the buildings.

Regarding receivership, they also generally agreed
the council needs to support the committee, with
Adams noting it's “done a 180” and “has done an amaz-
ing job” lately to implement the DESE plan. Rivas
added the council also shouldn't be “undermining
a decision they've made or request they've made” (a
reference to the council's “no confidence” vote against
departed Receiver Jeff Villar, which the committee
requested them not to do).

Drilling into Town Hall, all four agreed on the need
to give the manager goals and evaluate them, keeping
the lines of communication open with him and other
players in town. As Rivas noted, “without goals, we do
the Town Manager a disservice because he has been
working really hard.”

They split on the ballot question, which asks wheth-
er the manager should be required to live in town (see
related story for details), and had nuances regarding a
question on water conservation (triggered by the state
requiring a bylaw that would allow the town to impose
an outdoor-use ban if in drought). There, while gener-
ally supporting conservation, they opposed a “blan-
ket” water ban because, as Provost put it, “we have
more water than any other town in the area.” Of
them, only Rivas pointed to “considering climate
changes and looking toward the future.”

That later led into a question about what they want-
ed to see in 2050. To Montigny, it was a chance to actu-
ally look at the recent past, when he praised the “full
overhaul” of our town's finance system in the last two
years. Looking forward, he argued “The brand new
rail trail could have so many stops on it. ... If we build
around it, by 2050, we'll be the best in the area.” He
also advocated for Pike access in Charlton.

“The town should always challenge itself to make
it better,” Adams said. As an example, he noted the
council started talking about roads about six years
ago, and we're finally seeing many get done, plus other
infrastructure work.

Rivas essentially agreed, noting the rail trail was
in the master plan for years before it got done. To her,
Southbridge 2050 will be a “vibrant community” with
“roads our cars aren't going to break down on” and a
“cultural destination,” as well “a community where
we take care of people.”

Community
Connection

Provost simply said he wants Southbridge to be
“one of the greatest towns in the nation.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com.

39 Eim

continued from page 1

will need fire access because of the increased building
population and change of use.

To proponent Rafael Hernandez and attorney Don
O'Neill, the project will improve things. O'Neill noted
the building will have all new sprinklers and other
safety features and doesn't think it'll increase public
impact. Hernandez agreed, noting it1ll be occupied
rather than mostly vacant, asking “What's safer?”

One aspect of occupation that's still in limbo is
the front spaces. Some members, most notably Teri
Hensel, said they'd like to see those be reserved for
commercial use, although the plans now call for them
to be five apartments with one commercial space. (The
project is keeping the Elm Center Cafe where it is.)

To O'Neill, having apartments here should be seen as
“a way to rent up the other spaces that are available”
downtown. But he said this project can't afford to ded-
icate some of its space to commericial use, noting “It's
not like this building itself calls out to be commercial
space.”

Most recently, it held several small service business-
es, although some of them have moved or gone out
of business; the most notable one still there is Bertin
Engineering. Years ago, it was mostly phone company
space, with a bank, barber shop and small pharmacy.

Mike Colognesi said it's likely to stay largely vacant
“without major redevelopment.” He noted the many
vacancies downtown “can't be rented because people
can't succeed.”

Regarding another ongoing issue, Hernandez said
they recalculated the parking and found the total avail-
able spaces went up to 103, including 67 for the apart-
ments, 20 for the cafe, and 12 “available for the town to
continue the previous arragement.”

The town has leased parking from that building's
owners for years, and one member noted that's
huge concern for us to be able to survive as a town
hall.” Sandy Acly agreed, saying “there's really three
buildings using the same entrance and exit;” she later
said she might be willing to consider waiving the park-
ing requirement. Hernandez noted the driveway is
split-ownership, shared with the Town Hall.

Corey Bellrose asked about rent, to which one pro-
ponent said the three studios will go for $1,000; the 21
one-bedrooms for $1,200-1,400, and the 21 two-bedrooms
for $1,600-$1,900.

The hearing was continued to June 4 (after our press
deadline for this week’s edition).

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com.
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Brimfield awarded grant Old Sturbridge Village

to restore historic
Civil War memorial

BRIMFIELD — The
Town of Brimfield has
been awarded a $10,000
Veterans’ Heritage Grant
from the Massachusetts
State Historical Records
Advisory Board (SHRAB)
to fund the restoration of
the town’s historic Civil
War Memorial fence and
cannons, located in the

center of town.

The Civil War memo-

rial in Brimfield holds
significant  historical
importance, having

been unveiled on July
4, 1866. This early dedi-
cation makes Brimfield
one of the first towns
in Massachusetts to for-
mally honor its soldiers
who served in the Civil

War. The memorial’s cre-
ation was spearheaded
by Captain Francis D.
Lincoln, a respected local
farmer, education advo-
cate, and staunch aboli-
tionist. Captain Lincoln
also led a contingent of
soldiers from Brimfield
who bravely served in
the 46th Massachusetts
Infantry. His powerful
speech at the unveiling
ceremony eloquently
articulated the principles
and sacrifices of the war.

Local business
Trafford’s Painting, a
company with expertise
in historic restoration,
has been selected to
undertake the crucial
restoration work on the

memorial’s fence and
cannons. Their special-
ized skills will ensure
the preservation of this
important landmark for
future generations.

The Brimfield Historic
Commission and the
Town of Brimfield extend
their sincere gratitude
to the Pioneer Valley
Planning Commission
for their invaluable assis-
tance in securing this
vital grant funding. This
award will enable the
town to preserve a tan-
gible piece of its history
and continue to honor
the brave individuals
who defended the Union
during the Civil War.

Join the Relay for Life fune 14

SOUTHBRIDGE —
Saturday, June 14 from
9 a.m-9 p.m., the Relay
For Life of Southern
Worcester County will
hold its 28th annual event
at Mcmahon Field, 25
Cole Ave. in Southbridge.
Our theme is “Pirates of
the CURE-ibbean.”

The Relay For Life is
the American Cancer
Society’s signature fund-
raising event. Relay For
Life is celebrating 40
years this year!

Opening ceremony is at
9 a.m., our survivor lap
follows that. At 1 p.m.,
we hold our 1lb.auction

which is a lot of fun!
Teams put items weigh-
ing approxiamately 1lb
into a bag, they write a
clue about the bag’s con-
tents on the bags and we
take bids on the bags.

We also have a fight
back event, it’s our way
to “fight back” against
cancer, we have a
Purple Slime Challenge.
Participants set their
desired donation amount
to receive a bucket of pur-
ple slime dumped over
their head. The slime
challenge is taking place
at 4:30 p.m.

We will have different

themed laps throughout
the day There will be
raffles offered by various
teams.

ChichiWow Hotdogs
and Coco’s Tropical Ice
will be joining us. We will
have music provided by
Dj Pancho.

Relay For Life, the
event where we cele-
brate Survivors, Fight
Back against cancer and
remember those we have
lost.

For more information,
please go to

Http://RelayForLife.
org/SWC.

Flea market mecca to host

annual Town-Wide Tag Sale

BRIMFIELD
Hitchcock Academy W1]1
host Brimfield’s annual
Town-Wide Tag Sale on
Saturday, June 7 from
8 am. to 2 p.m. with
some sales also running
Sunday. The antiques
mecca is a great place to
hunt for oddities and trea-
sures that may have been
claimed over the years at
the town’s thrice annual
flea market, or items oth-
erwise accumulated for
your perusing pleasure.

More than 50 sites are
anticipated to participate.

Maps are sold at
Hitchcock for $2 each.
They include a full list
of participating address-
es, and detailed listings
of what will be sold at
each as well as a physi-

cal map marked with sale
locations to help you plan
your route. The map will
also indicate which sales
will run on Sunday.

Bargain hunters are
encouraged to kick off
their day with the ven-
dors set up on Hitchcock’s
lawn as they purchase
their map. The Brimfield
Farmers’ Market will
also be running from 9am
to 1pm in the Hitchcock
parking lot offering local
staples such as eggs, veg-
gies, and beef as well as
some grab-and-go options
for tag sale refueling such
as baked goods, kombu-
cha, and homemade ice
cream.

From there, head to
the sales all over town,
promising antiques and

vintage items, designer
clothing, outdoor furni-
ture, books, household
items, kids games and
toys, baby goods, antique
and refinished furni-
ture, Americana, knick-
knacks, bicycle accesso-
ries, farm equipment, a
canoe, car parts, dog gear,
vinyl records, cameras,
Christmas items, and
so much more — even an
estate sale nestled among
them.

For more information,
visit www.hitchcock-
academyorg. Hitchcock
Academy is a com-
munity center located
at 2 Brookfield Rd. in
Brimfield, serving the
community with educa-
tional, recreational, and
cultural programming.

Charlton Arts & Activities Center
to host teen bullying program

CHARLTON — The
Charlton Arts &
Activities Center is

pleased to announce the
presentation “The Theft
of Dignity: What Adults
Should Know About Teen
Bullying.” Join author
Dennis Wise for an enter-
taining and eye-opening
event on peer bullying.
Wise draws on exam-
ples from popular cul-
ture—including movies,
TV shows, and novels,
such as his own book, “On
Your Side.” The goal is

to connect with teens in
a meaningful way, help-
ing them understand
the effects of bullying
and encouraging a more
respectful environment.
With storytelling,
humor, and real-world
insight, Wise delivers an
engaging event for people
of all ages who want to
better understand what
young people are facing,
and how we as a com-
munity can help make a
difference and provides
practical tools to foster

positive change.

The presentation is on
Saturday, June 14 from 1
to 2 p.m. at the Charlton
Arts and Activities
Center, 4 Dresser Hill
Rd., Charlton. There is
no charge for admission.
This program is funded
in part by a grant from
the Charlton Cultural
Council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Griffin Smith named to
Champlain College Dean’s List.

BURLINGTON, Vt.

— Griffin Smith of

Champlain. Additionally, Champlain

announces June events

STURBRIDGE — Old
Sturbridge Village is
starting the summer off
with an exciting lineup
of events this month.
Visitors to the Village this
June will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in
friendly competitions
at Family Field Days,
learn about Juneteenth,
and meet colorful cows at
CowParade.

Family Field Days is
coming to Old Sturbridge
Village. On select days in
June, families are invited
to the Village for some
friendly competition!
Games and competitions
include stilts walks, jump
rope challenges, base-
ball, egg and spoon races,
and more. Family Field
Days take place on June
14, 15, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 28,
and 29. The Village will be
open from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., but activity times
will vary. Family Field

Days are included with
standard daytime admis-
sion. Tickets are avail-
able online at https://
www.osv.org/event/fami-
ly-field-days/.

On  Juneteenth
Thursday, June 19 - visi-
tors will have the oppor-
tunity to hear a perfor-
mance by gospel choir
Anthony Smith and
Fully Committed, as well
as a drumming perfor-
mance by the African
Community Education
group of Worcester. In
addition, guests can
join a discussion on
New England’s Black
Abolitionists, partici-
pate in the Kids Freedom
Parade, and more. Old
Sturbridge Village will be
open from 9:30 am. to 5
pm. In commemoration
of this day, admission to
the Village is free, pre-reg-
istration is encour-
aged. Pre-register online

at https://www.osv.org/
event/juneteenth/.
CowParade opens at
0Old Sturbridge Village on
June 21. It features more
than a dozen, life-size cow
statues that have been
transformed into imagi-
native works of art by a
selection of New England
artists. CowParade is the
largest public art event
in the world and has
been to more than 100
cities, including Madrid,
London and Tokyo. This
Old Sturbridge Village
exhibit will be unveiled to
the public the weekend of
June 21-22 and will run
into September. Visitors
to the Village will have
the chance to meet these
beautiful bovines up
close and learn about
their unique connections
to Old Sturbridge Village
and New England. Tickets
are available at www.osv.
org/cowparade.

Fiskdale was named to the Champlain
College Dean’s List for the Spring 2025
semester.

Students on the Dean’s List have
achieved a grade point average of 3.5
or higher during the semester. Smith
is currently majoring in Computer
Science and Innovation.

Making the Dean’s List is a tremen-
dous achievement. Many of the high
achievers balance their career-focused
classes with jobs, internships, clubs,
and volunteering. We congratulate
them on this great accomplishment and
honor.

Founded in 1878, Champlain College
is a small, not-for-profit, private college
in Burlington, Vermont, with addition-
al campuses in Montreal, Canada, and
Dublin, Ireland. Champlain offers a res-
idential undergraduate experience from
its beautiful campus overlooking Lake

College Online provides an expansive
portfolio of online degrees and certif-
icates, reaching students across all 50
states and U.S. territories, while fos-
tering strategic partnerships with for-
ward-thinking workforce organizations.
The College is known for its distinctive
and innovative approach to career-fo-
cused education and its Upside-Down
Curriculum, which helps students be
ready for work, ready for life, and ready
to make a difference. Champlain is
ranked as one of the “Best Colleges”
by U.S. News & World Report for 2025,
and was named one of the “Best 390
Colleges” by The Princeton Review
for 2025, including among its “Best
Northeastern colleges.” For more infor-
mation, visit www.champlain.edu.

Southbridge resident Ethan Shanbaum
completes intensive research project

WORCESTER — Ethan Shanbaum, a
member of the class of 2026 majoring in
Computer Science and Data Science at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI),
was a member of a student team that
recently completed a professional-lev-
el research-driven project titled “The
Feasibility of AI in Storytelling at Te
Papa.”

Known as the Interactive Qualifying
Project (IQP), this project is a core part
of the innovative undergraduate expe-
rience at WPI. Centered around proj-
ect-based learning, this hands-on
approach offers students opportunities
to help develop thoughtful solutions to
open-ended problems. These real-world
problems affect the quality of life for
people in the communities where stu-
dents work, giving students a chance to
make a difference in the world before
they graduate. All WPI undergraduates
are required to complete an IQP, usually
in their junior year, through which they
apply science and technology to address
an important societal need or issue.
About two-thirds of WPI students com-
plete their IQP at one of the university’s
50+ off-campus project centers located
in more than 30 countries around the
world.

“The WPI project-based curriculum’s
focus on global studies brings students
out of the classroom and their com-
fort zones and into the global commu-
nity to apply their knowledge and to
solve problems,” said Professor Kent
Rissmiller, professor of International
& Global Studies and associate dean
of The Global School. “Students are
immersed in all aspects of a different
culture-from the way people live and

work to the values they hold to the foods
they eat, all valuable perspectives for
surviving and thriving in today’s global
marketplace. They also learn the mean-
ing and magic of teamwork; make a
real and meaningful difference in their
host community; and gain a competitive
edge for any resume, or graduate or pro-
fessional school application.”

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute

WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused
research university and a recognized
pioneer and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded in 1865
on the principle that students learn
most effectively by applying the theory
learned in the classroom to the practice
of solving real-world problems, WPI’s
continued mission is to transform lives,
turn knowledge into action to confront
global challenges, and revolutionize
STEM through distinctive and inclu-
sive education, projects, and research.
WPTI’s project-based curriculum engag-
es undergraduates in solving important
scientific, technological, and societal
problems throughout their education
and at more than 50 project centers
around the world. Today WPI offers
more than 70 Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
doctoral degree programs across 18
academic departments in science, engi-
neering, technology, business, the social
sciences, and the humanities and arts.
To help address ongoing challenges,
improve lives, and help create a more
sustainable world, WPI faculty and stu-
dents pursue groundbreaking research
in such areas as the life sciences, smart
technologies, materials and manufac-
turing, and global initiatives.

Sturbridge resident graduates from
Campbell Law School

RALEIGH, N.C. — Kaylee A. Olander
of Sturbridge has graduated from
Campbell University’s Norman Adrian
Wiggins School of Law.

Olander was among the 183 graduates
the law school conferred Juris Doctor
degrees on Friday, May 9, during its
47th hooding and graduation ceremony
at the Martin Marietta Center in down-
town Raleigh.

The Class of 2025 marks the largest
graduating class in the law school’s his-
tory, said Dean J. Rich Leonard.

“Standing here in my 12th year as
your dean, I have enormous confidence
in the superb quality of our legal edu-
cation program,” Leonard told the grad-
uates. “In my final words to this class
I love, we have taught you to analyze
an issue thoroughly, write persuasively
and stand on your feet and comfortably
defend your position ... Hopefully we
have taught you to follow your own
moral compass. And we have put you
out in this community, in externships,
clinics, pro bono initiatives and mentor-
ships to learn how the practice of law
works. You are ready. And your skills
are desperately needed.”

North Carolina’s Attorney General
Jeff Jackson in his first commencement
address in his new role told the gradu-
ates his mission was to help them feel
a little less anxious about their future
including the upcoming bar exam and
subsequent job hunt.

“Campbell does the best job of pre-
paring students for the bar exam of any
school in the state,” he said. “You are
in such a stronger position than I was
walking into that test. You are going to
be OK...for those of you who don’t have
something lined up, if you are applying
anywhere in North Carolina, you have
an advantage because Campbell Law is
widely known and ... it’s well regarded.”

Jackson added, “You just ran a three-
year long marathon that fewer than
half a percent of anyone in our country
has ever run. You don’t need to worry
about your place in this world, the world
needs to worry about you. You're going
to crush it!!

Retiring Dean Emerita and Professor
Melissa Essary, in her last official duty
for the law school, hooded the gradu-
ates.

Assumption students named to Spring Dean’s List

WORCESTER — Assumption University has announced those who have been
named to the University’s Dean’s List for the spring 2025 semester. Students named
to the Dean’s List must achieve a grade point average of 3.5 for a five-class, 15-credit
semester to be included on this prestigious list, which is announced at the comple-

tion of the fall and spring semesters.
Mariam Ayoub of Charlton
Lillian Dolan of Charlton
Aryana Santo of Charlton
Kelsy Brown of Charlton
Haley Courtney of Sturbridge

Assumption University, founded in 1904 by the Augustinians of the Assumption,
is a premier New England university for high-quality education, integrating career
preparation and education of the whole person, drawing upon the best in the rich
and centuries-long tradition of Catholic higher education. Assumption’s graduates
are known for their intellectual seriousness, thoughtful citizenship, and devotion to
the common good. The University offers 37 majors and 49 minors in the liberal arts,
sciences, business, nursing, professional studies, and other areas, as well as gradu-
ate degrees and professional credentials. For more information about Assumption
University, please visit assumption.edu or follow us @AssumptionUMA.
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43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
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We Want &
Your Listings!
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DUDLEY - 9 NEW BOSTON RD C

New Featuned Listing 5<

Family in Desirable Dudley!! Featuring Each Unit - 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, large b
~ eat-in kitchens, bright and sunny living rooms,some hardwood floors & car-

peting, economical & eQicent gas heat, private decks, landlord meter, Bonus 4

- bay garage!! 0Q street parking. Appliances included, washer and dryer for each
. unit. Property is being sold with a failed Title 5, price reflects presumed cost for

WEBSTER 24 COOPER RD

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home!
. Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster Lake w/
~ Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4
Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/-
" of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceil-
- ings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Through-
out w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 2-1/2 Baths.
Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Pri-
vate Full Bath w/5’ Tiled Shower, Double-Sink Van-
. ity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement- -rough
TN plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central
AC! Garage. $649,900.

88 Union Point

Western
| Beautiful Sunsets

ter's edge!

Excellent opportunity! Natural
Facing  Shoreline-
; - Views of

- || Middle to North Pond! 7,000
+/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win-
terized cottage Fireplaced living
| room ! 12 X 30 one car garage.
| Beautiful Pine trees at the wa-
$660,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING ATIT’S FINEST' THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS
> Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular
Seasons! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,150,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!
E * 15 CEDAR POINT RD

ST 100+/- feet of Pristine,
" ‘;.,.“.li“"'“ | Sandy Shoreline! Boasting

= | 6 Large rooms, 2 Baths, 3
- Bedrooms, Garage. All on a

= Private road
= $1,000,000

Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! new system. Great opportunity for investors/contractors.. $380,000
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier
() Featuned Tew Lioting / Y (T Featuned Listing (1) OXFORD - 30 BAILEY RD
@ WEBSTER X >( Suug Farborn Villa) X‘a 23
A/ ) N :
| At [ |
/ 4 PERRYVILLE RD y ' Don’t Miss This One!
W3 E That Cozy “I'm so Happy to be Home” Vibe! Move WEBSTER I'AKE WATERFRONT LISTING Absolutely B_eautn‘ul
. b IFn Re?dDy Updaéed IFltcherg§ wﬁtglqlg)ssG ap?IFl‘anceSs 3 Cape with
; ormal Dining Rm, Living Rm.(18x reat Rm. 3+
111 ml &l BRS & ful Updatsd Bath w/Tub.Great floo. Classi 3 Bedrooms, & 2
S . 1 Pard}/voo%ﬂolotrs 0roundeg archwafys r\]N(éog burnm% Baths! 1acre +/-
s - fireplace.Quality Owens-Corning finished basemen : Nicely Landscaped
- system with 3’large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath w/ il Z
N Syhower kitchen ar%a w/cabinets & refrigerator. Mor- Large deck!
= - ton Barn Style Garage (24x24) w/open lean-to-roof. $399 900
. - ~ | Property well kept & has loads of character. .39 acre ’
o +/- cleared lot w/179’ Rd Front! $435,000
Featuned ew Listing WEBSTER -
22 COOPER RD.

=\ & New Construction! 2nd of 4
'A Homes to be built! Imagine
Yourself in a New Craftsman
L" Style home. 4 BRS., 2-1/2
w. Baths! Walkout slider from

Basement. 2 Car Garage!
$649,900

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Featuned Listing!!

Webster Lake Waterfront

Welbster Latke Waterfrnont Lote
Bates Point Rd

In Beautiful, Calm, 2eter Cove
Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1004R Natural Level Shore Line
5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line
7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

[EHIS

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

e

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 35

Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254 1=y
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT

—v'"a‘ﬁ

CHARLTON- UNBELIEVABLE-
YOUR OWN PRIVATE RESORT

* 1864 sq. ft. Ranch « 2.5 Baths * One Level
Living * 24x24 Indoor Training Space
*QOutdoor Kennels specifically built for
Working Dogs
*25x30 Play Yard * Inground Pool with
Tikki bar * Hot Tub with Eletric Cabana
*Main House has Buderus (5 Zone) Boiler
* Oil Furnace
* Lower Level Media Room
with Custom Bar
* Expansive Deck with Grill Area

" Private Showings by Appointment Only
Contact Diane Luong 774-239-2937

8 New Spencer Road $825,000

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS
Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc...

any business involved in

the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Mary Hicks Realtore
Over 25 years experience!

CENTURY 21

NORTH EAST

2

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222
www.maryahicks.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

508-943-7669
774-230-5044

*New Construction *2500 Sq. Ft. * Central Air

CENTURY 21! : * 3 Baths *Glenview Estates *B i
A NAME AROUND FOR - i . . e Quick to see
OVER HALF A CENTURY Jorfuyn (Nedtoscll) g~ 12 Elliot Drive $650,000 Opportunity
160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01 562 CRS, GRI, SRES ~ # ReMax Vision
mhicks@c21ne.com ;-

\. 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT|

'SZYMCZAK SELLS! OXFORD- "I SOLVE REAL ESTATE
3 o A, & COMING SOON ReMax Professional Associates
*Unbelivable Yard Licensed in MA & CT
*Gambrel Style Home We need properties to sell - any type!
* 1.5 Baths Conrad Allen
* Oversized Yard 508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

this

When
Experience
. and
W Commitment
Matter

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyRk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame
- 508.612.1382

— :
/" E{;’;ﬁ“\; MESRealty.com i
¥/ Mary@WillSellit.com

OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

' 4

ERA Key Realty

SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

SERVICE

-

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news
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A child reacts to the sound of the 21-gun salute from across
Elm Street.

Gus Steeves

RESIDENTIAL OIL TANK A little girl in the crowd X
INSTALLATION | REPLACEMENT | REMOVAL catches some sun before the

parade begins.

AT RIGHT: At the Honor Roll,

Burntdinner? Bl o
Order pizza
Leaking oil tank?
CallBond-Tite.

T
-

Regret nothing, replace it today { W\ \

aN N
(508) 892— 4378 BON D _TIT E Two Southbridge High girls tag-team playing TAPS.

TANK SERVICE
CEPEBRATESY . .
MEM@RIAL DAYR*" i

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FORALIMITED TIME ONLY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Jewel Nile Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Queen Mattress Only Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$399° $649°

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799°

Upgrade toan
Adjustable Base

The Fire Department contingent marches down Main Street with their station in the back-
ground.

SOUTHBRIDGE —
The sun shone down on
Southbridge last Monday
& as a good-sized crowd
| truned out to watch and
4 larch in the Memorial Day
1| parade downtown.
| As with every year,
speakers honored depart-
ed soldiers of the various
branches for their sacri-
fice, but also the families
they left behind.

As Rudshel Volcy said at
Paraders the Honor Roll Monument,

we also need to remem-

::;Zlayof bfhn‘; ber “the children who
St Hedwig's S[€W UD with a folded
(] Holy Rosary H2g instead of a parent.”

Going forward, she added,

CARRYING THE o oY=~ STEARNS
TOP BRANDS TEMPUR-PEDIC’ & FOSTER’

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL " « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE" 7

T 241 Providence Rd. Mon-~Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
SL NDEEN Whitinsville, MA 01588 Thurs—Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
FURNITURE (508) 234-8777 Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5 PM

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Society. . b
HYBRID WATER NSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE! WE SELL E-BIKES! Eﬁ&?ﬁ?&ﬁ?ﬁiggs g%ﬁ;}’
LI WE INSTALL TV'S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS! - By den but as a light” that
g helps us answer the ques-
| : ' ==, tion, “What will we do

Q [ with what remains?”

° )
| TW'N $199 WE REPAIR BIKES! s i the Rotarys Gold
N 269 ( sAmMSUNG ) ( DELXE ) [ GE DELUXE ) SO Daniel took up a similar
WASHER & DRYER ;

(REGULARLY $499)$ g&aoo Reg.$1599§; N VE DI%‘;‘_’!QQSQER ) :‘.Eglerﬁ, rslgtel(lzli%ic‘gﬁ; Iﬁgg-
o Reg. $1299.99 L -
QUEEN. 299 !F%RQEBQATE, 39999-” $399°° & ors those who faced “the
43" Smart (REGULARLY $599) > — \ & ¢ ) ultimate cost of outliving
their child, their brother,

50” HDTV. . BOTTOM FRENCH AIR FRY
Regularly $269.99 REFRIGERATOR GAS RANGE

55" samsung HDTV $29999 Reg. $1499.99 Reg. $899.99

Regularly $349.99 slzss'“ 5699'“

65” HDTV i p ; A~ < 4
Regularly $599.99 WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. FT. FRIGIDAIRE ][FAmous MAKER LG #3200 MAYTAG DELUXE | [ WHIRLPOOL 10 CU. FT.

WASHER & DRYER | | FRENCH DOOR
DISHWASHER || 20" S ooso’ | | ReFRIGERATOR CHEST — heir sister,” because those

steg&gg-gss sloss.ss Reg. $1999.99 FREEZE'R % loved ones died in wars.

(AMICIHING TOD 1 OAR) { \
Regularly $249.9 (" LG20CU.FT. ) ( GE DELUXE ][ FRIGIDAIRE ) [ SAMSUNGTOP LOAD| (* G.E. 27 CU.FT. 5 CU. FT.

. 99
J\_arTerResater ) ‘1499 ”1 ‘ ‘199 ) ® emm» Te estimated there are 87
Gold Star families in town,
and they have their own
day of memory, the last
Sunday in September.

” TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATO OVER THE STOVE WASHER OR FREEZER
Rggf;{;‘g;';'ggg‘gk TV..$499.99 Reg. $899.99 REFNGERATUR MICROWAVE ‘i‘fﬁﬁt’inﬂf; 2159Y9E9? DRYER SIEeEg_ EYQE,SQIQDE Reg. $459.99

igg= | 1399/ | 549~ |'1099*)°399*
140 MAIN STREET,
INSTANT SPENCER, MA
FINANCING 508.885.9343
UP TO $10,000! o
. = SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
m ' Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

s ss Reg. $699.99
75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99 699 50g*>
Regularly $699.99 \ J \

www.Stonebr
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