
MANCHAUG —  On 
March 10, after 75 years 
in business at 32 Main 
St., Manchaug, Bek’s 
Fuels transferred own-
ership to Tony Elias of 
Sam’s Gas. This was a 
bittersweet day for Steve 
Bek, Jr., who spent 50 
years working at and 
operating this location. 

Purchased by Stephen 
Bek, Sr. (1920-1977) on 
Jan. 11, 1951, Steve, Jr. 
took over all operations 
in 1977 after the death 
of his father, finishing 
his senior year of college 
commuting to classes 
while working full-time 
at Bek’s. 

Looking back, this was 
not what

Steve, Jr. planned, but 
he commented, “I would 
not change a thing.”

Originally built and 
owned by Joseph A. 
Conley in 1925 through 
1950, the small wood-sid-
ed, hipped roof building 
with a late 1930s addi-
tion of a three-bay brick 
garage replaced a rented 
garage across the street 
operated by Conley 
which had been the

ignition point for a dev-
astating fire on April 16, 
1924. This fire destroyed 
not only the rented 
garage, but also 10-acres 
of the “Manchaug Flats” 
including the St. Anne’s 
Catholic church complex, 
homes and business-
es, and the multi-family 
home which

had stood on this par-
cel. (For a detailed pre-
sentation on the fire visit 
https://youtu.be/4eWoM-

8mcPms). It is believed 
that the

roof of this brick 
section was construct-
ed from some of the 
Manchaug Mill No. 2 

structure materials left in 
the wake of the flooding 
that destroyed that Mill 
between 1936-1938. 

Steve Bek, Jr. stated, 
“it is such a solid roof, 

you could put a second 
floor

on it.” 
Bek also noted when 

he was installing the 
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BVT students 
earn 81 medals 

at SkillsUSA 
District V 

competition
UPTON —  Students from 

Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High School 
(BVT) earned 81 medals at the 
annual SkillsUSA Massachusetts 
District V Competition held March 
11.

A total of 198 students from 
BVT competed against career and 
technical education students from 
six vocational high schools in 
events designed to test technical 
knowledge, workplace readiness 
and safety practices in a variety of 
trades and leadership categories.

BVT students earned 33 gold, 27 
silver, and 21 bronze medals and 
swept two competition categories. 
In total, 118 student-competitors 
from BVT qualified to advance to 
the SkillsUSA Massachusetts State 
Leadership and Skills Conference, 
which will be held May 1 at BVT.

State officer candidate Madison 
Denise of Upton also advanced 
and will be joined by 26 leadership 
competitors and 25 student dele-
gates representing the school at the 
state competition.

The complete list of medalists is 

WORCESTER —  For 
many Douglas High School 
graduates, the path after 
commencement leads to 
corporate offices or quiet 
trades. For Chef Gino 
Bolandrina, that path led to 
the high-heat kitchens of the 
Harvard Faculty Club, the 
precision of Boston’s elite 
ramen scene, and finally, to 
the heart of the Worcester 
Public Market.

This week, Bolandrina and 
the executive team at Kuru 
Kuru Ramen celebrates their 
first anniversary, marking 
one year since their grand 
opening on March 29, 2025. 
Running from Wednesday, 
March 25, through Sunday, 
March 29, the celebration 
honors a milestone year 
for the local chef, who has 
served more than 10,000 
bowls of authentic ramen to 
the Central Massachusetts 
community since the shop’s 
debut. 

A culinary pedigree: From 
Manila to Massachusetts

While Bolandrina is a 
familiar face to Douglas 
High alumni, his culinary 
education began long before 
his high school days. At just 
seven years old, he began 
training at the prestigious 
Heny Sison Culinary School 
in the Philippines under the 
mentorship of the renowned 
Chef Jill Sandique.

This foundational exper-
tise allowed Bolandrina to 
navigate a diverse career, 
including a sophisticated 
tenure as a pastry chef at 
the Harvard Faculty Club 

and a transformative period 
at the acclaimed Pikaichi in 
Boston. Today, that blend 
of international training and 
local roots defines the Kuru 
Kuru experience: sophisti-
cated craft made accessible 
for the Worcester crowd.

A team effort
While Bolandrina serves 

as the “Chief Ramen 
Officer,” the shop’s rapid 
success is fueled by a ded-
icated executive team. 
Working alongside him 
are Nick Pietroniro (Chief 
Executive Officer), Jesi 
Pietroniro (Chief Marketing 
Officer), and Julian Umali 
(Chief Financial Officer). 

Together, they have trans-
formed a market stall into a 
neighborhood fixture.

“We’ve made so many 
new friends since our grand 
opening,” the team shared. 
“To make sure we can serve 
ramen to everyone who has 
supported us along the way, 
we’d love for you to stop 
by during our anniversary 
week.”

The “Chief Ramen 
Officer” at work

Bolandrina remains 
hands-on in every sense, 
everything from complex 
menu creation to the metic-
ulous daily preparation of 
broths and noodles. His phi-

losophy is that food should 
be an immersive experi-
ence—a belief reflected in 
the shop’s whimsical decor.

Diners at Kuru Kuru often 
find themselves surround-
ed by a curated collection 
of Pokémon figures, anime 
characters, and Japanese 
souvenirs. “Our decorations 
all have a story and a histo-
ry,” Bolandrina notes. “It’s 
part of the charm of visiting 
us.”

Join the “Year One” cel-
ebration

The Worcester commu-
nity is invited to join the 
festivities at the Worcester 
Public Market throughout 
the week:

·             Dates: Wednesday, 
March 25 – Sunday, March 
29

·       What to expect: Special 
in-person surprises, mile-
stone celebrations, and sig-
nature ramen bowls.

·             Pro-tip: Loyal cus-
tomers are encouraged to 
bring their stamp cards to 
get closer to their next mile-
stone meal.

As Bolandrina looks back 
on a successful first year, his 
gratitude centers on the com-
munity who raised him and 
the diners who have support-
ed his dream. 

For him, the secret ingre-
dient is simple: “It’s even 
more special when your 
food is made by people who 
truly care about the quality 
of your experience, every 
single bowl, every single 
time.”

Thimble Pleasures 
Quilt Guild finds 
success “Creating 

Comfort”
UPTON — Congratulations to all the members of the 

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild for putting on another 
fine community event earlier this month with this year’s 
theme, “Creating Comfort.” 

More than 200 artisan quilts, as small as a postcard and 
as large as a king-sized bed, were displayed with creative 
names like Honey Bee Lane, Leaf the Week Behind, and 
Modern Matchmaker. From replicas of historical quilts 
to whimsical and bold art pieces, all quilts were made by 
the Upton-based guild members over the past two years 
and judged by local attendees for best in show and fan 
favorites.

Vendors set up shop and sold local fudge, blade and 
knife sharpening services, and of course fabric arts and 
supplies including sashiko cross stitch kits all the way 
from Japan. With white-gloved guides available  to show 
the harmonious fabric patterns on the back of each quilt, 
and a healthy lunch curated by Bellingham Friends of 
Music, guests were treated to background flute music, 

Bek’s Fuels changes hands 
after 75 years in business

Gino Bolandrina

Douglas High alum Gino Bolandrina 
slurps up success

 Kuru Kuru Ramen hits one-year milestone

Courtesy

 Steve Bek, Jr. with 1950 GMC Truck owned by Stephen Bek, Sr.
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WEBSTER — On Sunday, March 15, the Saint Joseph 

School community gathered at Saint Joseph 
Basilica to celebrate its beloved Annual Migration 
Mass, a cherished tradition that had originally 
been scheduled during Catholic Schools Week in 
January but was postponed due to winter weather. 
The celebration brought together students, fam-
ilies, and parishioners in a vibrant expression of 
faith, culture, and unity.

The Migration Mass is one of the most meaning-
ful traditions at Saint Joseph School. It celebrates 
the rich cultural diversity of the school community 
while highlighting the unity that flourishes through 
a shared Catholic faith.

The day began with a solemn yet joyful Mass, 
featuring an entrance procession of more than one 
hundred students proudly carrying flags represent-

ing their families’ heritage. Twenty-six countries—
the largest procession to date—  were represented 
through flags and traditional attire, showcasing the 
cultural richness of the Saint Joseph School commu-
nity. Flags from nations including the United States, 
Brazil, Dominican Republic, Egypt, England, 
France, Ghana, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Lithuania, Mexico, Peru, 
Poland, Puerto Rico, Portugal, Scotland, Sweden, 
Syria, Turkey, Ukraine, and Venezuela  filled the 
basilica with vibrant color, symbolizing the beauty 
of unity in diversity. Many students proudly wore 
traditional attire from their heritage, embracing the 
opportunity to share and celebrate their cultural 
roots.

The  Most Rev. Robert J. McManus, Bishop of 
Worcester, served as the main celebrant and hom-
ilist.

Fourth grade students  Olivia Guinto and Nella 
Copeland participated in the Liturgy of the Word. 
Following the readings,  Grade 8 students Ivonka 
Warnajtys and Tenleigh Dowd led the congregation 
in the Responsorial Psalm, guiding the assembly in 
prayerful response to the Word of God.

The Prayer of the Faithful reflected the global spirit 
of the celebration. Prayers were offered in multiple 
languages, including Swahili by Michael Kamangu 
(Grade 5),  Polish  by Amadeusz Gacek (Grade 
6),  Gaeilge  by Mia Reed (Grade 5),  Arabic  by 
Ariel Corbin (Grade 5), Spanish by Hayley Benes 
(Grade 8), Greek by Giorgios Sgouritsas (Grade 6), 
and English by Cecilia Coan (Grade 5). These mul-
tilingual prayers beautifully illustrated the intercon-
nectedness of the school’s culturally diverse com-
munity and the universality of the Catholic faith.

In his homily, Bishop McManus reflected on the 
meaning of the Fourth Sunday of Lent and remind-
ed the congregation that the Catholic Church is 
truly universal—bringing together people of every 
nation, language, and culture as one family of faith. 
He noted that the beautiful procession of flags and 
cultural attire was a powerful sign of the Church’s 
unity in diversity. The bishop encouraged everyone 
to recognize Christ in one another and to wel-
come people of all backgrounds with compassion, 
reminding those present that our differences are 
gifts that strengthen the Church.

The Saint Joseph School Children’s Choir, direct-
ed by Fine Arts Director  Brighid Campbell  and 
organist Maria Helena Czarnecka-Cieslak, elevated 
the celebration with inspiring Lenten selections. 
Hymns including  “Save Your People, O Lord,” 
“Your Only Son,” “One Bread, One Body,” “Bread 

for the World,” and “From a King to a King”  resonated 
throughout the basilica and added to the reverent and joy-
ful atmosphere.

The Mass concluded with a special presentation to 
Bishop McManus by Student Council President Mychael 
Jones  and  Vice President Tenleigh Dowd, a heartfelt 
moment that reflected the gratitude and leadership of the 
students.

Following the Mass, students gathered with the bishop 
for a commemorative photo, capturing the joy and spirit of 
this meaningful occasion.

The Annual Migration Mass  stands as a powerful tes-
tament to the Saint Joseph School community’s commit-
ment to embracing cultural diversity, fostering unity, and 
celebrating faith—values that lie at the very heart of the 
school’s mission.

Dr. Dennis Dean

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College 
has named Dr. Dennis Dean as the new dean for the 
School of Computing and Applied Technologies. Dean 
brings more than two decades of experience in compu-
tational science, large-scale research management and 
collaborative scientific leadership in healthcare and higher 
education.

“We are thrilled to welcome a leader whose vision and 
experience align with our mission,” said Vice President 
of Academic Affairs Dr. Kathy Rentsch. “His ability to 
unite teams, translate complex ideas, and support learners 
makes him an outstanding fit for QCC. We look forward 
to the energy, insight and innovation he will bring to our 
community.”

Dean joins QCC after serving most recently in strategic 
roles at Velsera (formerly Seven Bridges) where he over-
saw large genomics programs and scientific staff serving 
the biopharmaceutical sector. His work helped accelerate 
drug discovery by developing tools that reduced the time 
needed to identify combination therapies for cancer treat-
ment.

“What excites me most at QCC is the opportunity to 
help students at every level,” Dean said. 
“Our job is to prepare them now with 
the academic rigor, collaboration skills and 
handson experiences they need to step into 
the workforce with confidence.”

Dean previously spent 15 years at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital studying the effects 
of sleep on cardiovascular disease, chronic 
illness and ADHD. He also contributed to 
research for NASA on automated astronaut 
scheduling and circadian alignment.

“The projects that have shaped my career 
have all come down to helping people move 
forward,” Dean said. “The work is about 
understanding problems deeply and building 
tools and teams that make real outcomes 
possible.”

At QCC, Dean will oversee computer sci-
ence, computer information systems, com-
puter systems engineering technology, auto-
motive, utility, HVAC, manufacturing and 
electronics engineering programs. He plans 
to strengthen connections between curricu-
lum, realworld projects, apprenticeships and 
coops. As a longtime mentor and tutor, Dean 
said preparing students for collaboration and 
effective communication, especially in an 
era of rapid advances in AI and computing, 
will be a central focus.

QCC appoints 
dean with strong 
computational 
science background

Saint Joseph School’s Migration Mass
 celebrates faith and culture

Courtesy

Students of Saint Joseph School stand with Bishop Robert J. McManus on the altar of Saint Joseph Basilica during the Annual Migration Mass, representing 26 nations through flags and traditional 
cultural dress in a celebration of faith, culture, and unity.  
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PALMER —  Here Today 
Adopted Tomorrow (HTAT) 
invites all animal lovers to our 
annual “Spay”ghetti Supper fund-
raiser at the St. Thomas Parish 
Center in Palmer on Saturday, 
March 28. 

Enjoy a delicious chef-prepared 
meal while helping the very cats in 
our community! Whether you’re a 
true party animal or simply want 
to make a difference, it’s a great 
way to support a good cause with 
friends and family. Plus, enjoy 
raffles, prizes, and plenty of fun 
throughout the evening!

Each year, HTAT sees more 
cats pawing at its doors for help. 
As prices rise, everyone feels the 
strain—but many people don’t 
realize that rising costs affect pets, 
too. It’s not just veterinary care 
that has exploded; as food and 
housing prices rise, many lov-
ing pet owners find themselves 
struggling to keep up. When life 
becomes overwhelming, cats can 
be the ones caught in the middle.

That’s where HTAT steps in. 
Events like the “Spay”ghetti 
Supper make our support pos-
sible, helping us provide food, 

shelter, and care for cats 
who might otherwise fall 
through the cracks.

HTAT Executive Director 
Rachael Max says the event 
is a chance for the commu-
nity to come together while 
making a real difference. “ 
‘Spay’ghetti Supper is one 
of our most popular events 
of the year,” said Max. “It’s 
always a fun night, but it 
also plays an important role 
in helping us continue our 
work with cats who need a 
little extra care and atten-
tion.”

The “Spay”ghetti Supper 
takes place at the St. 
Thomas Parish Center in 
Palmer on Saturday, March 
28, 2026, from 5:00-6:30 
PM. Advance tickets are 
$15 for adults and $10 for 
seniors and kids under 12, 
while limited door tickets 
will be available at $20 for 
adults and $15 for seniors 
and kids. To purchase tick-
ets, visit www.heretoday-
sanctuary.org or call 413-
324-8224. 

If you are local and need 
assistance feeding or car-

ing for your pet, HTAT can help. 
Local cat owners can spay or neu-
ter their cats for $80 or less, and 
strays and ferals can be fixed for 
free! Visit www.heretodaysanctu-
ary.org to learn more about our 
community assistance programs. 

About Here Today Adopted 
Tomorrow Animal Sanctuary

Here Today Adopted Tomorrow 
(HTAT) was founded by moth-
er-daughter team Barbara Horn

and Rachael Max. HTAT is a 
volunteer driven group focused on 
helping cats and the people who 
love them in our community. In 
2012 we opened our no kill, cage-
less cat adoption center for adult 
cats and kittens in Brimfield, MA. 
It is deeply important to us that 
every resident’s stay at HTAT is 
comfortable and healthy, making 
for well-adjusted, happy animals. 
Shortly after opening, we realized 
there were more homeless cats 
than we could handle by adoption 
alone. We believe that pets are 
cherished members of the family 
and that every cat deserves care, 
respect, and the chance to thrive, 
no matter their circumstances. 
We have programs to help special 
needs cats flourish and get adopt-
ed, as well as community assis-
tance programs to help pet owners 
keep their pets, such as our Pet 
Food Pantry, low-cost spay-neuter 
program, and free cat behavior 
program. Each year, HTAT helps 
over 1,500 animals and their fam-
ilies. For more information, visit 
heretodaysanctuary.org. 

Visit Here Today Adopted 
Tomorrow on Facebook at face-
book.com/heretodaysanctuary, 
and follow us on Instagram at @
heretodayadoptedtomorrow.

Here Today Adopted Tomorrow 
hosting “Spay”ghetti Supper

331 Main St.
(508) 476-2283
Hours of operation: Monday 

through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; 
Friday 9 a.m.-noon

DAILY ACTIVITIES:  All our 
daily activities are free of charge.

Monday: Painting class 
9:45am to 11:45am, Balance & 
Strength Exercise 12pm, Mat 
yoga 2pm

Tuesday: Walking club 9am, 
Cribbage 9:00am, Lunch & 
Bingo 11:30am, Technology 
class 1pm (call to make an appt.), 
Line dancing 2pm

Wednesday: Balance & 
strength 10am, Darts 11:30am, 
Mahjong 12:45pm, Dominoes 1 
to 2:30pm

Thursday: Walking club 
9am, Chair Yoga 9:30am, Pitch 
9:00am, Hand and Foot card 
game 12:30pm

Friday: Balance & strength 
10am, Zumba 11:30am 

 

Tuesday & Thursday lunch 
club, please call the Friday 
before to sign up. Lunch is $4.00 
per person. If you would like to 
attend we offer free rides to and 
from the center and are willing to 
waive the lunch fee is necessary.

April Lunch Menu:
Tuesday 4/7: Scrambled eggs, 

home fries, sausage, English 
muffin & fruit

Thursday 4/9: Chicken salad 
sandwich, pasta salad & cup-
cakes (sign up by 4/3)

Tuesday 4/14: Meatloaf, 

mashed potatoes, green beans 
& pie

Thursday 4/16: Swedish meat-
balls, egg noodles, carrots & 
brownie sundae (sign up by 4/9)

Tuesday 4/21: Chicken w/ 
cream sauce over pasta, garlic 
bread & pudding

Thursday 4/23: Grilled cheese 
sandwich, tomato soup & cake 
(sign up by 4/16)

Tuesday 4/28: Meatball Panini, 
salad & fruit

Friday Shopping Schedule: 
Please call 48 hours in advance 
to schedule your ride. Grocery 
shopping pick up starts at 9:30.

Hannaford: 4/24
Walmart: 4/3 & 4/24
Price Chopper: 4/10

APRIL EVENTS:
WELLNESS CLINIC 

DATES: Monday April 6th & 
Tuesday April 28th. Clinic is 
open from 10 am to 12 pm.

      Thursday 4/2  @ 
11:30:  FREE craft day, we will 
be making sticker art photos. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Sign up by 3/31.

Thursday 4/9 @ 12:00: Come 
and meet the famous Jesse 
“The Machine” Green. You 
may have seen his show on 
National Geographic, American 
Chainsaw. Jesse will be here 
talking about his chainsaw carv-
ings, and the journey this has 
taken him on. Chicken salad 
sandwich, pasta salad & cup-
cakes. Lunch is $4.00 per person. 
Sign up by 4/3.

Thursday 4/15 @ 1:00: 

Woodcarving class with Steve 
Berard. This is a two hour class 
and the cost for the class is $5.00. 
All supplies will be provided 
for you to make a wooden can-
dle. Refreshments will be served. 
Sign up by 4/10.

Thursday 4/16 @ 12:00: 
Douglas Fire Department will 
be hear talking about, cooking 
safety, home escape, & dressing 
for the season. Swedish meat-
balls with egg noodles, carrots & 
brownie sundae. Lunch is $4.00 
per person. Sign up by 4/9.

Wednesday 4/22 @ 12:00: 
Free craft day, we will be making 
mosaic picture frames. All the 
supplies you need for your frame 
are included in the kit that will be 
provided for you. Refreshments 
will be served. Sign up by 4/15.

Thursday 4/23 @ 12:00: Home 
Modification Occupational 
Therapy Alliance is here to talk 
about the changes that may need 
to be done to keep you safely in 
your home. Come in and learn 
about the grant money available 
to help with these changes and 
if you qualify for assistance. 
Grilled cheese, tomato soup & 
cake, lunch is $4.00 per person. 
Sign up by 4/16.

Tuesday 4/28, 9:30 to 10:30: 
Coffee Hour with the town 
administrator. Come in and meet 
the town administrator, if you 
have not already. Hear what 
Douglas is doing for the senior 
community, as well voice your 
opinion and ask questions. Sign 
up 4/24.

Thursday 4/29 @ 1:00: Wood 
carving class with Steve Berard. 

This is a two hour class and the 
cost is $5.00 per person. All sup-
plies will be supplied for you. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Sign up by 4/24.

Thursday 4/30 @ 12:00: 
Rainforest Reptiles 
will be here with spe-
cial guest, Goose. Meet 
the monitor lizard that 
caught everyone’s 
attention before he was 
rescued. We will learn 
about Goose, and many 
other reptiles that this 
organization has res-
cued and now hous-
es. Refreshments will 
be served. Sign up by 
4/24.

PLEASE CALL 
(508) 476-2283 
TO SIGN UP FOR 
PROGRAMS & 
CLASSES

Check our website for events 
that may not be listed here

https://www.douglas-ma.
gov/202/AdultSocial-Center-
Senior-Center

Douglas Adult Social Center
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Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA 
508.234.8256 • 800.357.2265

MilfordFederal.com

Milford Federal Bank is proud to  
sponsor the Pawfect Life Rescue 

PAW of the WEEK! 

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip to MFB 
for a treat from our drive-up tellers, or stop in any 

branch and bring home a treat from our  
complimentary doggy biscuit bar.

PAW of the WEEK 
CHESTER

4.5 YR./49 LB./MALE/AUSSIE/CATTLE DOG MIX
Hi, I’m Chester — equal parts sweet, silly, and snuggly. I’m the kind of guy who will 
happily toss a toy around one minute and then roll over for belly rubs the next. I love 
my people deeply and bond closely with “my” humans. Once you’re in my circle, 
you’re in for life.
I’m happiest when I’m playing, relaxing near you, or soaking up affection. I have a big 
heart, a playful streak, and a soft side that just wants to feel safe and loved. I’m not 
a cat guy but I’ve been around other dogs at the rescue and have done fine. I didn’t 
have much socialization before, so when dogs rush up to me, I can feel a little over-
whelmed. Because of that, I’d feel most confident being your one-and-only pup while 
I continue building skills and confidence at my own pace.

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate 
needs in order”.  No one likes to talk about death, that is 
why you should have everything done in advance.   Make 
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to 
those you want.  Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.  

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C.
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr. 

Cell:  508-868-7943
don@cournoyerlaw.net 

ESTATE 
SALE

March 28th,
Saturday 
9am-3pm

8 Pine Valley Dr
Auburn, MA

Notre Dame Health 
Care announces 

new hires
WORCESTER — Notre Dame Health 

Care is pleased to announce the promo-
tion of Rafael Jalles as Director of our 
newly launched Community Care service 
line offering non-medical in-home assis-
tance. Jalles was most recently the staffing 
supervisor for our Health Center (Notre 
Dame Long Term Care and Rehabilitation 
Center) and played a collaborative role in 
in the development of Community Care, 
a new program offering an array of pri-
vate-pay, in-home services to patients in 
need throughout the community. He has 
years of direct care, administrative and 
operations experience in health care includ-
ing service to seniors, as well as home care 
services.

Amy Martin, LSW, was recently hired 
as Director of Admissions and Marketing 
for our Health Center (Notre Dame Long 
Term Care and Rehabilitation Center). She 
has nearly 20 years of experience in com-
parable roles in the local community. In 
this position, she will bring her strong case 
management experience, understanding of 
the clinical assessment process and strong 
interpersonal skills to build strong, lasting 
relationships with our residents and their 
families. In addition, she will serve as a key 
stakeholder in maintaining and strengthen-
ing community partnerships with hospitals, 
community case management teams, social 
workers, and community agencies.

Finally, we welcome Tara Joslin-Murphy, 
RN as Nurse Unit Manager for our Amiens 
Village/West Unit at our Health Center 
(Long Term Care and Rehabilitation 
Center). Tara brings several years of health-
care experience including similar positions 
with other local organizations. In this role, 
she will oversee nursing care and functions 
within the care unit and will bring her 
administrative, supervisory, and direct care 
experience to benefit the residents in our 
Health Center.

To learn more about Notre Dame Health 
Care, visit our Web site, www.notredame-
healthcare.org.



To the Editor:
Did you watch the USA men’s hockey 

team win the Gold at the Olympics in Italy? 
And watch them sing, full-throated, all the 
words of the National Anthem?

They had not won since 1980 and the 
Miracle on Ice. Forty-six years.

This time, we beat Canada at their own 
game. The women’s team also scored over 
Canada to take the gold, and also sang all the 
words of our National anthem. “Oh, say can 
you see, by the dawn’s early light…”

The U.S.A. hockey team players got there 
by hard work, relentless determination, and 
competing against their excellent peers. 
Some were more excellent than others. 

Did you watch the figure skaters sing? 
Or not sing? A few knew the words. Others 
barely moved their lips. I wondered, were 
they politically motivated? Or did they sim-
ply not know the words? On purpose or 
dumb?

With the successful dumbing down of 
America by our “equity over equality” edu-
cation system, everyone does poorly. Thank 
you, Communist Teachers’ Unions. They 
would have us believe that no one can suc-
ceed. Equity.

In the new improved American education 
system, American History is not taught. It 
is questioned. The new system employed 
in schools is called “DBQ”.  Document 
Based Questioning. Students are hand-
ed a document such as the Declaration of 
Independence or the Constitution. Without 
any historical context or reading books on 
American history, the teachers ask questions, 
such as the following: 

Is the jury system outdated? Is the Electoral 
College no longer relevant?

You see where this is headed. How 
can anyone, even a genius, explain the 
Declaration or the reason for the Electoral 
College or the jury system, without having 
studied American history? Impossible. 

DBQ was designed in Illinois by people 
like Boston Mayor Michelle Woo [original-
ly from Illinois when she ran Liz Warren’s 
senate campaign]. When I asked our school 
system for a copy of the American history 
book used in high school, I was told there is 
none. Well, how do students learn American 
history? “The teacher prepares materials.” 
The administration promised me a sample, 
but so far, nothing. One can only guess at 
what the teacher considers American History. 
Excerpts from the People’s [Communist] 
History of America by the notorious 
Communist, Howard Zinn? Excerpts from 
Bernie Sanders’ book: “How to engage in 
Activism to destroy Western Civilization”? 
The last book is fictional, by me.

When I asked the DBQ center if DBQ was 
used in math class, I got no answer. She must 
have suspected where my questions were 
leading. You cannot teach math by asking 

questions such as: is Algebra out-dated? 
Shall we ban the co-efficient? Does 2 plus 2 
really equal 4? Is that equation even relevant 
any more? 

According to national data, only 22 per-
cent of eighth graders are proficient in civics 
and American history. My guess is that 
those children attend home school or private 
Christian schools, the only places in which 
they teach American history 

Many school children in America have no 
clue what our three branches of government 
are. Fewer students can explain the Bill of 
Rights. 

Matka Boza! [Holy Mother of God] — as 
my Grandma used to say.

Did you know that only 42 percent of 
third graders in Massachusetts “met reading 
expectations” in 2025? Teachers demand a 
raise! Did you know the average teacher in 
our state makes $92,300 a year, one of the 
highest in the U.S.?

Recently, the “science of reading” pro-
gram has spread across the nation with a 
focus on old fashioned things: phonics, flu-
ency, vocabulary, comprehension. Even our 
Governor has proposed “science of reading” 
programs. Who is opposed? Of course, it’s 
the teacher unions.  They oppose “evidence 
based instruction.” 

In the olden days, we had reading groups: 
A, B, and C. Then, the Blue birds, the 
Cardinals, and Sparrows. Now, total inclu-
sion has eliminated separate reading groups. 
Total inclusion means all work to the slowest 
pace. Equity at work.

Inclusion means that dysfunctional [I do 
not know the new “woke” word for this con-
dition] children start the day in the highest 
functioning classroom, disrupting capable 
students. This maintains the fantasy of inclu-
sion. The first few hours of the day are ruined 
for functional students. As the day wears on, 
teachers slowly “re-assign” dysfunctional 
students to less challenging classrooms until 
they reach the “Resource room.”  Talk to 
teachers who work in the “resource room.” 
These kids, sadly, are capable of barely func-
tioning or learning. Learning is a fantasy. 

Inclusion is a Leftist fantasy. It is the 
Illusion of Inclusion. It is Equity.

In the interest of Equity, we are becom-
ing a nation of dummies. Meanwhile, in 
Communist China, students study Science, 
technology, engineering, and math.

We are in the era of teacher activism, not 
academics. It is the warm pee bath of Equity. 
New York City spends $40 billion on “edu-
cashion”. No one can read.

How much Progressivism, Socialism, and 
the warm pee bath of Communism can we as 
a nation take? Look over the cliff down into 
the pit and see. 

Bev Gudanowski
Uxbridge

To the Editor:
Recently, I was thunderstruck by how 

different America is today, from what it 
was a little over a year ago, under Joe 
Biden.    Without realizing it, I’d almost 
become inured to the daily chaos, the corrup-
tion, the cruelty, and the incompetence of our 
government under Trump.    It has furtively 
become the new ‘normal.’    I guess it’s all 
that ‘winning’ we were promised.      Now I 
realize that we probably should have asked 
for Trump’s definition of ‘winning’.

The day-one promises – ending the Russia/
Ukraine war, and lowering food costs – have 
long gone by the boards.  Inflation is up, the 
price of gas is through the roof, the stock 
market has collapsed, we lost 92,000 jobs in 
February, raising the unemployment rate to 
4.4 percent, and as of March, the gross nation-
al debt has increased by approximately $2.78 
trillion  since President Donald Trump took 
office in January, 2025.    During this same 
period, Trump’s personal fortune has grown 
between $1.4 and $3 billion.  As Bev would 
say – “That’s billions with a B!”  (Remember 
the endless Republican investigations into 
the false - the perpetrators of which went to 
jail for perjury - allegation that Joe Biden 
had profited $35,000 from his son’s business 
connections?    Apparently, grift is okay as 
long as Trump does it out in the open.)

Our Nobel Peace Prize hopeful has also 
attacked our allies, Greenland, Venezuela, 
and started a war with Iran.    He refuses to 
help Ukraine defend itself against Russia, 
and his bestie Putin.  The nation is as divid-
ed as it was pre-Civil War, and the level of 
corruption by this administration is unprec-
edented in the annals of American histo-
ry.  Trump “is willing” to sacrifice American 
soldiers, won’t admit that he attacked Iran 
because Netanyahu whispered sweet induce-
ments in his ear, and JD says that gas pric-
es are “only temporary”, without defining 

‘temporary’.  Hmm…where have I seen this 
before?    We have new outbreaks of polio 
and measles – both eradicated before RFK 
Jr. convinced the uninformed to stop giving 
their children preventative vaccines.  Ol’ her-
oin-addict, Brain-Worm Jr. also had advice 
for people struggling with food costs – “…
instead of the more expensive cuts of meat, 
eat liver.”  Thanks, pal.

We just had two extremist attacks on our 
homeland, and can expect more, because 
Trump installed a 22-year-old with zero expe-
rience as head of the DHS Counterterrorism 
Office.    Trump also made Putin Fan Club 
President, Tulsi Gabbard, the Director of 
National Intelligence.   You can’t make this 
stuff up. 

The rest of the free world hates us.  They 
just refused to assist Trump in his illegal 
attack on Iran, which isn’t surprising since 
Trump bludgeoned them, unprovoked, with 
his also-illegal tariffs.  Which, coincidentally, 
raised our prices on everything else.   This is 
what happens when you elect, as president, 
a phony TV reality star, failed businessman, 
sexual abusing, pathological lying imbe-
cile.    Not that any of this would be possi-
ble without the complicit acquiescence of 
the Republican-controlled Congress.   These 
cowards were obviously elected simply to 
protect their own jobs at the expense of their 
morality, integrity and conscience.   And at 
the cost of democracy and the well-being of 
we-the-people.  

One final thought – if Trump isn’t a 
pedophile, why wouldn’t the Epstein files 
be released in full, un-redacted form by 
now?    Why would Pam Bondi continue to 
obfuscate, deny and delay, disregarding a 
judge’s order?   What will the next ‘distrac-
tion’ look like - Armageddon? 

Are you tired of “Winning!” yet?
Rick Bevilacqua

Whitinsville

Are you tired of “Winning!” yet?
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Just inside the entrance of our 
town library, there’s a bulletin board 
that most people walk past without 
really noticing.

I try not to be one of them.
It’s not much to look at. A sheet 

of cork. A scattering of pushpins. 
A collection of flyers printed on 
everything from bright neon paper 
to the back side of what used to be 
someone’s grocery list. But if you 
stand there long enough and read 
what’s posted, you begin to under-
stand something about the place you 
live that you might otherwise miss.

I stopped in last week to return 
a book and found myself lingering 
there longer than expected.

There was a notice for a spaghetti 
supper. A hand-
written card offer-
ing piano lessons. 
A flyer for a 
church rummage 
sale with the date 
circled three dif-
ferent times in 
blue marker, as 
if to make sure 
nobody over-

looked it. Someone had pinned up 
a careful request for help finding a 
lost cat. Another note announced 
a fundraiser for a neighbor going 
through a difficult stretch.

None of these things would make 
big headlines. But together they told 
a story.

It struck me that the bulletin 
board might be the most honest 
page in town.

Nobody is trying to impress any-
one there. The paper curls at the 
corners. The tape never sticks quite 
right. Some notices are printed neat-
ly at home, others written in block 
letters with a felt-tip marker. Every 
one of them represents somebody 
who decided to reach out instead of 
keeping quiet.

That still means something.
Years ago, before everything 

moved onto screens, those bulletin 
boards were how people found out 
what was happening. If you wanted 
to know when the pancake breakfast 
was scheduled, or who was col-
lecting coats for winter, or whether 
someone was offering snow shov-
eling for a few dollars after school, 
that’s where you looked.

I suppose today most of that 
information can be found online. 
But I’ve noticed that the bulletin 
board still fills up anyway.

I don’t think that’s an accident.
There’s something reassuring 

about seeing those little pieces of 
paper pinned up in a real place 
where real people walk past them. 
It reminds you that the town is still 
paying attention to itself. It reminds 
you that neighbors are still asking 
for help and still offering it.

One flyer announced a commu-
nity clean-up day along a stretch of 
roadside I drive past all the time. 
I had no idea it was happening. 
Another advertised a local concert I 
might otherwise have missed entire-
ly. A third simply said “Volunteers 
Needed,” followed by a phone num-
ber and a hopeful-looking smiley 
face drawn in pen. 

Someone clearly believed some-
one else would call.

What I admire most about that 
board is how ordinary it is. Nobody 
gets paid to maintain it. Nobody 
organizes the colors or straightens 
the corners. It grows and changes 
week by week, quietly reflecting 
whatever the town happens to need 
at the moment.

In a way, it feels like a conversa-
tion that never quite ends.

Sometimes I think those boards 
are small acts of trust. A person puts 
something up there believing that 
someone else will read it and care. 
That’s not a grand gesture. It’s not 
dramatic. But it says a lot about the 
kind of place we live.

We still expect each other to 
notice.

On my way out of the library, 
I stepped back and looked at the 
board again before heading through 
the door. I didn’t take down any 
phone numbers. I didn’t sign up for 
anything that day. But I left with 
the quiet feeling that the town was 
doing what it has always done best, 
which is keeping track of its people 
in simple, steady ways that don’t 
require much explanation. 

25 Elm St.
Southbridge, MA 01550

Telephone: (508) 909-4126
Fax: (508) 764-8015

www.StonebridgePress.com
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The bulletin 
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door

Editorial

A Manchaug 
landmark chang-
es hands, but not 

its place in the 
community

After 75 years under the same family 
name, Bek’s Fuels on Main Street in 
Manchaug has entered a new chapter. 
Ownership transferred March 10 from 
Steve Bek, Jr. to Tony Elias of Sam’s Gas, 
closing one era and opening another in a 
building that has quietly anchored village 
life for generations. 

Changes like this can feel larger than 
they appear on paper. A gas station sale 
might sound like a routine business trans-
action. In a place like Manchaug, it rarely 
is.

Bek’s Fuels was never only a place to 
fill a tank. It was part of the daily rhythm 
of the village. It was a stop on the way 
to work, a familiar sign of continuity, a 
place where residents exchanged news and 
checked in with neighbors. For decades, 
it provided jobs for local residents and 
dependable service to drivers across the 
Blackstone Valley. 

That kind of presence cannot be mea-
sured only in gallons sold.

The story of the Bek family’s connec-
tion to the station reflects something older 
and deeper than business success. Stephen 
Bek, Sr., a Navy veteran and skilled weld-
er, built the operation into a trusted region-
al service hub. After his death in 1977, his 
son stepped in during his final year of col-
lege and carried the responsibility forward 
for nearly half a century. 

Many small towns still depend on 
people willing to do exactly that. Plans 
change. Careers take unexpected turns. 
Responsibility arrives earlier than expect-
ed. And someone steps forward anyway.

It is worth pausing to recognize what 
that kind of stewardship means.

For 50 years, Steve Bek, Jr. helped 
maintain a service tradition that stretches 
back more than a century at the site. Even 
earlier owners, including Joseph Conley 
in the 1920s, played roles in shaping the 
property into a working cornerstone of 
Manchaug’s commercial life. 

Small places remember these things, 
even if they are not always written down.

Equally important is what comes next. 
The transfer to Sam’s Gas keeps the station 
operating as a full service fueling location, 
with expanded hours and continued repair 
services from local automotive profes-
sionals. 

That continuity matters.
Across Massachusetts and throughout 

New England, independent service sta-
tions have steadily disappeared. In many 
communities, they have been replaced by 
distant chains or left vacant altogether. 
When a locally known business changes 
hands but remains active, staffed, and 
rooted in the same location, it represents 
something closer to renewal than loss.

The fact that Sam’s Gas itself began as 
a family enterprise adds another layer of 
reassurance. Businesses built by immi-
grants, tradespeople, and first generation 
entrepreneurs have always shaped the eco-
nomic backbone of towns like Sutton 
and its villages. Their stories echo the 
same determination that sustained Bek’s 
for decades. 

Transitions are never simple. They 
bring nostalgia along with uncertainty. Yet 
they also create opportunities for younger 
owners to continue traditions rather than 
replace them.

That is what appears to be happening 
here.

Residents often talk about support-
ing local businesses as an abstract goal. 
Moments like this are when that idea 
becomes real. Choosing where to fuel up, 
where to bring a vehicle for repair, and 
where to spend a few minutes talking with 
a neighbor can help determine whether a 
village keeps its working centers alive.

Manchaug has been fortunate to have 
a full service station on Main Street for 
more than a century. With this change in 
ownership, it still does.

That is something worth noticing. And 
something worth supporting.

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond
OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The dumbing down of America

By CHARLES

Lanterns
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Main 

Street
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Friday price 3/20/26 was $5.20 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com
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For 
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Call 
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Biden’s Frankenstein Volvos
To the Editor:
Oh, geeze. Here we go again with those ridicu-

lously stupid Biden administration Volvo knockoffs 
that have haunted our region’s part of southern 
New England like the infamous plague they always 
were.

Are there any real Volvos left here in the 
Blackstone valley that some fool or genius didn’t 
somehow Frankenstein back together with used 
parts from some seemingly minor set of out-of-
state collisions?

We all do know, do we not, about the Biden 
administration’s notoriously diabolical plans that 
mandated that “pandemic” hybrids and EV’s, such 
as those produced by Toyota and Volvo, had to 
have interchangeable parts... right?

You know... the kinds of allegedly superficial 
body parts and universal-fit bumper connections 
that could keep those voltage hungry, incompetent-
ly designed EV dogs on the road ad infinitum.

Have you heard the “latest” from organizations 
such as AARP about the duplicate VIN number 
problem that some people are winding up stuck 
with... after their cars get into some fender bender 
or worse?

Any guess as to what administration made that 
legally and illegally possible at the same time?

Here’s the news flash in terms of maintenance 
for pretty much any allegedly all-electric Volvo that 
may even remotely trace any of its parts and their 
ancestry to the years 2022 and 2023 give or take a 
year or so.

Change the windshield washer fluid pronto, 
every last drop. Replacing it all, and possibly more, 
with the required gallons. That’s right gallons of the 
tried and true Volvo brand for those model years. 
The “Genuine” Volvo washer fluid that is ph certi-
fied to remain at the near neutral acidity standard, 
i.e. within the 6 to 8 ph range. 

Why, so your typically ignorant automotive 
expert of the leftist political persuasion might ask 
of us all?

Because those specific years, use a high quality 
ethanol or ethanol-like product to chill their batter-
ies through what amounts to an ethanol “burn” off 
effect protocol. And not just during your typical 
rollover, dire emergency protocols as some foolish 
experts might suggest. Those cars were designed to 
use ethanol as a coolant on an almost constant basis 
so that they could then dump their pent-up latent 
heat reserves into the atmosphere.

The typical harebrained leftist plot to increase 
global warming at the local level through the mis-
use and abuse of science. That, by the sheerest coin-
cidence, just happens to fit within the Democratic 
Party’s climate change agenda. Go figure?

Meanwhile, to any of the neighbors where such a 
“Volvo” might be charging at night. Doing so with 
the house lights brightly burning within their own-
er’s false sense of a Corbomite-related afterglow. 

Try documenting how remarkably inconsistent 
or consistent such visual markers can be in terms 
of their ebb and flow. Noting that perhaps, just 
perhaps, the vagaries of the electric grid might 
be manifesting themselves quite magically across 
more than one residence in the vicinity of that slow-
charging, dirty dog of an EV.

 
Stephen Gambone

Northbridge

Courtesy

TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY CHAMPIONS!
It was an exciting weekend for Trinity Catholic Academy, as the Bobcats competed in the I-395 Basketball League Tournament—and 
came home as champions! Both the JV Girls and JV Boys basketball teams capped off incredible seasons by earning the top seeds in 
the tournament. After two intense and hard-fought games, both teams battled their way to capture the Championship titles. The excite-
ment didn’t stop on the court. Trinity’s JV and Varsity Cheer teams also competed and delivered outstanding performances, bringing 
home first place for JV and second place for Varsity. Trinity Catholic Academy is incredibly proud of all of our athletes for their dedica-
tion, teamwork, and outstanding sportsmanship throughout the season. Way to go, Bobcats! 
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UXBRIDGE — The 
Uxbridge High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame will 
introduce its Class of 2026 
in a ceremony scheduled 
for Nov. 21. This year’s 
class features nine stand-
out student-athletes, two 
coaches and one contrib-
utor. While connecting 
the storied athletic past of 
UHS to its present, the Hall 
of Fame strives to recog-
nize and honor deserving 
athletes, coaches, teams, 
and contributors for their 
impact and accomplish-
ments.

The ninth Induction 
will take place at 5 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 21 at 
Doubletree Hotel, locat-
ed at 11 Beaver St. in 
Milford. More informa-
tion regarding ticket  pric-
es  will be forthcoming. 
Inquiries regarding 
the event can be direct-
ed via email to uhshall-
offame@uxbridge.k12.
ma.us, or to the Secretary 
of the Committee, Chuck 
Paszkewicz, at cpuhshof@
gmail.com. 

This year’s induction 
class includes:

Kyle Allaire, Class of 
2008

As a three sport captain 
during his playing days at 
UHS, Kyle Allaire is con-
sidered one of the most out-
standing clutch performers 
as an athlete and school 
leader for the Spartans. A 
three-year starter at short-
stop, the baseball team 
captain helped lead Coach 
Bob McLaughlin’s nine 
to a record of 38-27. On 
the basketball court, the 
outstanding point guard 
led his team to multi-
ple SWCL titles, Clark 
Tourney appearances and 
District Tournament wins 
over his career. He was 
considered by many as a 
deadly free throw shoot-
er recording 15 consecu-
tive free throws in a game 
(ranks 1st all time) against 
Southbridge in 2008. He 
also ranks 2nd all time 
with 137 free throws made 
in a single season from the 
charity stripe. Kyle falls 
just outside the top ten in 
school records averaging 
17 points per game during 
his senior campaign as he 
once netted 30 points in a 
win over Southbridge. As 
the number 1 player on the 
golf team, Allaire was a 
mainstay for Coach Kevin 
Dunlevy’s young squad. 
Allaire played collegiate 
baseball at RIC, being 
inducted into their Hall 
of Fame in 2018 as the 
all time leader in hits and 
career defensive assists.

Sheila Bernard, Coach
Bernard is the first 

female coach to be induct-
ed into the UHS Athletic 
Hall of Fame. During her 
coaching tenure at UHS, 
Coach Bernard’s Girls 
Field Hockey teams com-
piled a record of 186-75-
36 from 1999-2013. She 
was named the Division 
2 Coach of the Year 
both in 1999 and again 
in 2007.  Bernard is pres-

ently the winningest girls 
field hockey coach at UHS 
dating back to 1963. Her 
teams captured 8 Southern 
Worcester County League 
titles and 1 District 
Championship (1999 sea-
son). Over the course of 
her 15 year stretch as the 
Spartan Head Coach, her 
teams had winning records 
in 13 of those seasons 
with a winning percent-
age of .626. One of the 
most memorable seasons 
was her first year as the 
1999 Spartans claimed 
the District Championship 
with a 15-4-4 record after 
defeating number one seed 
Quaboag 2-1 in overtime 
for the Central sectional 
title and advancing to the 
State Div 2 Final Four. 
The two time Coach of the 
Year is an Uxbridge High 
School Alumnus Class of 
1990 and is employed at 
her alma mater as Head 
of the English Department 
for over 30 years. The 
2022 Educator of the Year 
at UHS, Bernard is also 
Student Council Advisor 
leading her students to earn 
Gold Medal Recognition 
at both State and National 
levels.

Walter Berkowicz, 
Coach

Berkowicz has amassed 
over 467 career coaching 
wins spanning 25 years at 
Uxbridge High, leading the 
Spartans Boys and Girls 
Cross Country teams, Boys 
and Girls Winter Indoor 
Track and Field teams and 
the Boys and Girls Spring 
Outdoor Track and Field 
teams. An accomplished 
runner in his own right, 
Coach Berkowicz guid-
ed several championship 
squads at UHS, includ-
ing the 2022 Boys Cross 
Country Division 3 District 
Title team, the 2009-2010 
Girls Indoor T&F State 
relay champions and the 
2005 Girls Outdoor T&F 
District Relay and District 
Class Meet Champions as 
well as 2017 District Relay 
Champions. His three sea-
son squads captured an 
astounding cumulative 38 
SWCL titles. During his 
more than 20 years at the 
helm of the Boys Cross 
Country squad, his harriers 
were victorious in 47 con-
secutive dual meets from 
2017-2021. Berkowicz, the 
2017 Coach of the Year 
as named by the Outdoor 
T&F Mass State Track 
Coaches Assoc (MSTCA), 
retired from teaching phys-
ical education at UHS in 
2022.

Darcie (Beahn) Gauthier, 
Class of 1994

A force to be reckoned 
with during her four-year 
varsity career, Darcie 
(Beahn) Gauthier amassed 
11 varsity letters playing 
field hockey, cross coun-
try, basketball and softball 
during her illustrious play-
ing days at Uxbridge High. 
Basketball was her prima-
ry sport, having achieved 
959 points (ranks fifth all 
time in UHS record book) 
as a point guard for Coach 
Dean Tourangeau. The five 
foot seven captain of the 
squad for two years, she 

was named a SWCL All 
Star 4 consecutive years. 
Her patent 15 foot jump 
shot off a pick was a fac-
tor in the Spartan offensive 
scheme averaging 18.4 
points per game (331 total 
points in 18 games) during 
her 1993-94 senior season 
(ranks fourth all time for 
points per game average 
for a season). She also was 
an adept passer, averag-
ing six assists per game. 
In softball, the talented 
centerfielder was the lead 
off batter for Coach Joe 
Mahoney’s squad as she 
captained her senior year. 
She was an integral cog in 
the Division 3 champion-
ship title in 1992 and 1993. 
Darcie also participated in 
field hockey for three sea-
sons and ran cross country 
her senior campaign with 
an average race time of 
19.92. Most admired by 
teammates for her good 
sportsmanship and com-
radery, the talented athlete 
was an integral part of her 
teams at Uxbridge High.

Mark DeVries, Class of 
2013

Mark DeVries is the last 
boy’s basketball player 
to attain the 1,000 point 
scoring milestone hav-
ing amassed 1,119 career 
points. He ranks fourth 
all time in boys scoring 
at UHS. A versatile sharp 
shooting guard, he is 
one of three 1,000 point 
scorers for Coach Mark 
Donahue’s basketball team 
spanning three consecutive 
years. As a sophomore and 
junior, DeVries helped his 
Spartans to two straight 
Clark tournament Small 
School Championships 
(capping five titles since 
1993). He is tied for third 
all time in the UHS record 
books with 13 free throws 
made in a single game. 
Not an opposing player 
would want to foul, Mark 
once made 27 free throws 
in a row over the course 
of a season. DeVries 
also lettered two years in 
boys’ tennis as he part-
nered with Brad Couture 
at 1st doubles for Coach 
Justin Pominville’s net-
ters. He won the SWCL 
boys double Tournament 
with Couture in 2013. 
His UHS tennis squads 
competed in two succes-
sive years of post season 
play as they captured two 
straight SWCL boys ten-
nis crowns. During the fall 
season, DeVries captained 
the Spartan golf team as 
he was awarded the 2013 
Coach’s Award for both 
Golf and Basketball. In 
addition, Mark was named 
the 2013 Spartan of the 
Year.

Ernest Esposito, 
Contributor

Esposito is inducted into 
the 2026 Hall of Fame 
as its first contributor to 
be named. The category 
recognizes pride and ded-
ication to UHS and com-
munity through their com-
mitment, sacrifice and ded-
ication to the UHS Athletic 
program. Esposito certain-
ly defines that as a staunch 
supporter from 1975 to 
2014. Winter basketball 
games at UHS gymnasium 
saw Ernie as a fixture at 
the scorer’s table manning 
the game clock\ score-
board for varsity and sub 
varsity games. As a school 

committee member and its 
chairman from 2003-2014, 
Ernie continued his volun-
teer work as he recognized 
the importance of the role 
of the student athlete along 
with their desire and effort 
to balance excellence both 
in the classroom and on 
the playing field. He was 
instrumental in resolving 
the plaguing space prob-
lems of the early 2000’s 
in Uxbridge by support-
ing the construction of 
the new high school and 
playing fields located at 
300 Quaker Highway 
which opened in 2012. 
Esposito also served as a 
volunteer on the Uxbridge 
Recreation Committee for 
many years as he always 
preached how important it 
was to listen to both sides.

Corey Gomes, Class of 
2012

Corey Gomes is the 
ninth basketball player to 
achieve the 1,000 point 
milestone at UHS hav-
ing amassed 1,111 career 
points. He is ranked fifth 
all time in boys scoring 
as he surpassed the 1,000 
point milestone in a home 
victory against Oxford in 
January 2012. A dominant 
inside scorer with a keen 
presence to kick out the 
ball to wide open guards 
on the perimeter when he 
was doubled teamed was 
a key trademark to Coach 
Mark Donahue’s success 
during the early part of 
the 2010 decade. The 6’ 
5” senior captain helped 
the Spartans win the 2012 
Clark Tournament Small 
Schools Championship, 
marking his team’s second 
straight title.  Uxbridge 
defeated Quaboag in the 
finals both years with 
Gomes leading the way 
during his junior and senior 
seasons. Corey lettered 
in football during the fall 
season and Outdoor Track 
and Field in the spring. 
As a highly regarded ath-
lete in field events, Gomes 
personal bests were 36 
feet, one inch in the triple 
jump and 5’8” in the high 
jump. Corey went on to 
play collegiately at Clark 
University in Worcester 
from 2013-2106 as he was 
named to the NEWMAC 
Academic All Conference 
team for three consecutive 
years.

Tom Hauge, Class of 
1963

Arguably one of the 
most talented and feared 
football players ever to 
play at UHS in its 125 
plus year football history, 
Hauge holds the school 
record as well as Central 
MA for scoring 50 points 
in a game against Grafton 
on November 12, 1962. He 
also set marks for scoring 
7 touchdowns (1st all time 
UHS record book) in a sin-
gle game and 382 com-
bined yards gained in a 
single game (tied for 1st all 
time) during the 1962 sea-
son. Even more fascinating 
is that his 18 touchdowns 
and 124 points scored 
during the 1962 season 
was accomplished over the 
course of an eight-game 
season. The six-foot-one-
inch, 195 pound Hauge 
was a two way standout 
football player as the hard 
running quarterback not 
only directed the Uxbridge 
Wing T offense but was 

also a tough linebacker 
on the defensive side of 
the ball. Longtime UHS 
coach and historian Tony 
Donatelli labeled Hauge as 
a one-man wrecking crew 
who was unstoppable. The 
gifted three sport athlete 
also competed in basket-
ball as a fierce rebound-
er and a “go to” power 
forward for scoring points 
offensively. On the base-
ball diamond, Tom was 
a strong armed defensive 
catcher who could hit with 
power at the plate. Tom 
passed away at the age of 
47 in December 1992.

Amanda (Hicks) 
O’Brien, Class of 2003

Considered by many as 
the most prolific female 
runner in UHS cross 
country history, Amanda 
O’Brien (Hicks) led Coach 
Mark Donahue’s harriers 
to a 47-1 team record over 
her four year cross country 
career. She was the number 
one runner on four consec-
utive SWCL championship 
squads and the Individual 
League Champion all 4 
years as well. She was 
herald as a course record 
setter having set three dif-
ferent course records as 
a freshman. In addition, 
Amanda qualified for the 
Junior Olympics in South 
Carolina as a 15 year old 
freshman. She was the 
recipient of the Coaches 
Award in Cross Country all 
four years at UHS. Amanda 
further lettered and led her 
Indoor and Outdoor Track 
and Field teams to a 57-1 
record under Coach Walter 
Berkowicz. She was a two 
time captain and two time 
state championship qual-
ifier participating in long 
distance events. Amanda 
was the 2003 Class 
President for her gradu-
ating class and a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society. She continued 
her education at Syracuse 
University where she com-
peted in cross country and 
track and was a qualifi-
er for 4 years in The Big 
East Championships and 
NCAA Regionals.

Shawn Hudon, Class of 
1996

Hudon was a three sport 
standout in football, bas-
ketball and baseball at UHS 
as he represents the third 
member of his graduating 
class of 1996 in the UHS 
Hall of Fame. A member of 
the undefeated 1992 Super 
Bowl Championship team, 
Shawn also was member 
of the 1994 state finalist 
baseball team and 1992-
93 state semifinalist bas-
ketball team. Hudon cap-
tained squads in all three 
sports during his senior 
campaign, amassing 11 
varsity letters throughout 
his high school career. He 
was the 1996 UHS District 
E Athletic Directors Award 
recipient as well as the 
1996 Spartan of the Year. 
Hudon was named the 
starting quarterback for the 
Spartans his final two sea-
sons on the gridiron under 
the tutelage of Coach Ernie 
Richards. As a point guard 
on the hardwood, the tal-
ented playmaker was a key 
component to legendary 
Coach Mark Donahue’s 
squad as he averaged 18 
points per game his junior 
season. And on the base-
ball diamond, Hudon 

was the glue that held 
the infield together as the 
slick fielding shortstop for 
Coach John Raymond’s 
nine. At the plate, Hudon 
batted .357 as a lead off 
hitter during his senior 
campaign.

Walter Knapik, Class of 
1959

A three sport athlete 
at UHS during the late 
1950’s, Knapik demon-
strated extraordinary com-
mitment to varsity sports 
and as an example of perse-
verance and determination. 
As a member of the varsity 
football team, Walter was 
a force on the gridiron. In 
his last high school game 
in 1958, Knapik ran for 
189 yards against North 
Providence in Uxbridge’s 
first Thanksgiving Dave 
game since 1931. On the 
basketball hardwood, 
Knapik played consistently 
as a starter for three years 
as he was named captain 
his senior year demon-
strating team leadership. 
When it came to baseball, 
that’s where “Snooky” 
found his greatest passion. 
The left handed first base-
man excelled on defense, 
but more striking was 
his prowess at the plate. 
He averaged .512 batting 
for the 1958 season and 
collected 22 hits in 43 at 
bats, holding the fourth 
highest batting average in 
Uxbridge baseball histo-
ry. Upon his graduation in 
1959, Knapik’s individu-
al batting average record 
was number one in the 
UHS record books, a very 
impressive achievement 
that has been attained by 
only three players since 
that mark some 67 years 
ago. His junior campaign 
saw the Spartans win the 
SWCL Championship 
with an 11-2 record. Sadly, 
Walter passed away on 
September 17, 2022, at the 
age of 82.

A four year starter for 
the UHS girls’ basketball 
team, Katherine was a 
force inside the paint. The 
6’ 1” talented center led 
Coach Dean Tourangeau’s 
squad with size and skill. 
Kate, as she is affectionate-
ly known by close family, 
was sidelined her senior 
year with a broken bone 
in her foot having missed 
10 games prohibiting her 
from reaching the 1,000 
point milestone. Her varsi-
ty basketball career statis-
tics are impressive, having 
recorded 795 career points 
over 64 games with a 12.4 
average points per game 
(ranking in the top 5 of 
the UHS record book). 
She was a menace off 
the boards collecting 688 
rebounds (252 of those 
were offensive rebounds). 
McCloskey-Esteves man-
aged to collect 77 assists 
and 109 blocked shots 
during her UHS playing 
days. Katherine also let-
tered in soccer for four 
years and softball for three 
years. She went on to play 
collegiate basketball at 
Trinity College where she 
attained the 1,000 point 
milestone being named 1st 
team NESCAC All Star 
and achieving All New 
England recognition.

Uxbridge High School announces 
2026 Athletic Hall of Fame inductees
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Courtesy

Recently, Thanks  To  Yanks, a local charity, sponsored a free children’s magic show. Made possible by a generous dona-
tion from Milford Federal. Military families and families of first responders gathered at the Italian Veterans Post for an after-
noon of free entertainment with  Magician Tommy James, free pizza was provided. Thanks To Yanks wants to thank those who 
keep us safe and the families that support them. Please “like” Thanks To Yanks on Facebook.

Courtesy

Women at Plummer Place, Home of the Northbridge Senior Center, enjoyed a very informative discussion on medication 
management and prescriptions with Karen McCarthy LPN, COTA/L and Education Nurse from Salmon Home Care.  McCarthy 
covered many important things to be aware of, such as understanding prescriptions, keeping track of medications, possible 
side effects, and the importance of communicating with healthcare providers and pharmacists. It was a great reminder of how 
helpful it can be to stay organized and informed about the medications we take. It was wonderful to hear everyone’s ques-
tions, experiences, and helpful tips. For more information on the Northbridge Senior Center or any of its upcoming educational 
programs, please call (508) 234-2002.

Ella Rogozenski 
named to 

Dean’s List at 
Georgia Tech 

ATLANTA, Ga. — Ella Rogozenski of Northbridge 
made the Dean’s List for the Fall 2025 semester at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology. This designation is 
awarded to undergraduate students who have earned a 3.0 
or higher academic average for the semester.

Read about other accomplished scholars on  Gold 
Letters: A Spotlight on Student Achievement  and learn 
about Georgia Tech›s goal to attract, retain, and inspire 
more students by visiting Transforming Tomorrow: The 
Campaign for Georgia Tech.

The Georgia Institute of Technology, or Georgia Tech, 
is one of the top public research universities in the U.S., 
developing leaders who advance technology and improve 
the human condition.

The Institute offers business, computing, design, engi-
neering, liberal arts, and sciences degrees, as well as pro-
fessional development  and  K-12 programs  for fostering 
success at every stage of life. Its more than 56,000 under-
graduate and graduate students represent 54 U.S. states 
and territories and more than 146 countries. They study at 
the main campus in Atlanta, at instructional sites around 
the world, and through distance and online learning.

As a leading technological university, Georgia Tech 
is an engine of economic development for Georgia, the 
Southeast, and the nation, conducting more than $1 billion 
in research annually for government, industry, and society.

For more information, visit gatech.edu.

New England 
Country Music 

Club to hold dance 
April 12

UXBRIDGE —  The New England Country Music 
Club will hold a dance with live, classic country music on 
Sunday, April 12.

with “The Rhode Island Rednecks” and on April 
26 with “Angela West & Showdown” at the Uxbridge 
Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge. Doors open at 
12:30 p.m., music 1-5 p.m. Admission charge, cash bar, 
snacks are allowed.

Douglas 
Democrats to 

caucus Saturday
DOUGLAS —  The Douglas Democrats will hold a 

caucus on Saturday, March 28 at 10 a.m. at the Douglas 
Municipal Center to nominate candidates for the May 12 
election. 

We seek candidates for the following offices: Board of 
Selectmen (1), Assessor (2), School Committee (1), Agent 
Moses Wallis Devise (1), Trustee Public Library (1), 
Cemetery Commission (1) Water/Sewer Commissioner 
(1), Recreation Commission (2), Planning Board (10) and 
Housing Authority. 

All interested candidates are welcome to appear before 
the committee on Saturday, or for more information, 
please call Lisa Mosczynski, Chair, at 508-341-4876.

AUBURN — Get ready 
to sing, dance, and make 
a difference. On  Saturday, 
May 2, the local com-
munity will gather at J. 
Anthony’s Italian Grill for 
a high-energy “Dueling 
Pianos” event presented by 
the JAK-L Foundation.

The evening promises 
a vibrant blend of music 
and laughter, but the mis-
sion behind the melodies is 
deeply personal. Proceeds 
from the event will direct-
ly support youth mental 
health and suicide preven-
tion programs within the 
local community.

Turning pain into pur-
pose

The JAK-L Foundation 
was established in 2023 by 

President  Joy Kochinskas. 
For Kochinskas, a local 
salon owner and stylist for 
more than 25 years, the 
cause is an intimate one. 
After losing her sister to 
suicide in 2017, she became 
a dedicated advocate, par-
ticipating in the “Out of 
the Darkness” walks for 
years before founding the 
JAK-L Foundation to cre-
ate a more direct impact on 
mental health awareness.

“I’m hoping to make 
more of an impact on the 
mental health society,” 
Kochinskas said regarding 
the foundation’s mission. 
Alongside an active event 
committee, the foundation 
is working to transform 
how the community dis-

cusses and supports mental 
wellness.

Event details
The event kicks off at 

8:00 PM, though sup-
porters are encouraged to 
arrive early.

·              When:  Saturday, 
May 2

·       Time: 8 – 10 p.m. 
(doors open at 7:30 p.m.)

·       Where: J. Anthony’s 
Italian Grill, 917 
Southbridge St., Auburn

·       Admission: $35 per 
person (plus fees)

Pro-Tip:  Guests who 
enjoy dinner at J. Anthony’s 
prior to the show will 
receive priority seating for 
the performance.

Community support
The success of the 

JAK-L Foundation is 
driven by a dedicated 
team of volunteers. The 
event committee includes 
David Boucher, Christine 
Afful, Joy Kochinskas, 
Devon Renfro, and Steve 
Kochinskas. Supporting 
the front lines are team 
members Karen Sisko, 
Kathy Konkol-Saad, 
Kim Sterczala, Shirley 
Shepardson, Kerry 
Bielicki, Ruth Cahill, and 
Laurie Boucher.

By attending, guests 
aren’t just buying a ticket 
to a show—they are help-
ing to “spark meaningful 
change” for local youth 
who may be struggling in 
silence.

A night of harmony and hope
JAK-L Foundation to host Dueling Pianos in Auburn

Courtesy

The members of the JAK-L Foundation. Front row, from left: David Boucher, Christine Afful, Joy Kochinskas, Devon Renfro, Steve 
Kochinskas. Second Row, from left: Karen Sisko, Kathy Konkol-Saad, Kim Sterczala, Shirley Shepardson, Kerry Bielicki, Ruth Cahill, 
Laurie Boucher

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
Academy has released its 
honor roll for the second 
trimester of the 2025-2026 
school year.

Grade 4
Honors: John Nadeau, 

Joseph Nellenback, Owen 
Quigley, Vincent VLK

High Honors: Lucius 
Batih, Victoria LaBonte, 
Elizabeth Nellenback

Grade 5
Honors: Vera Abud 

Fuentes, Jaime Cruz, 
Mason Gonzalez, Jameson 
Howard-Donlin, Emma 
LaBarge, Matthew Olson

High Honors: Charlotte 
Heckendorf, Connor 
Kreidemaker, Elinor 
Matzelle

Grade 6

Honors: Emiliana 
Boswell, Karieliz Colon-
Martinez, Juliana Dintino, 
Theodore Frazier, 
Elizabeth Gordon, Sachi 
Swadia, Jaydin Wales

High Honors: Tesslynn 
Cahill, Cameron Clifford, 
Alerix Gonzalez, Kaleigh 
Haglund, Carson Lazo, 
Jake Simanski, Benjamin 
Zuziak

Grade 7
Honors: Jaliany Cruz, 

Angel Delgado, Aisnley 
Heckendorf, Evelyn 
Howard-Donlin, Jayden 
Zarzycki-Kotarba

Grade 8
Honors: Sophia Gauthier, 

Celia Ladd, Carilynne 
Norris, Ayden Rodriguez, 
Alexio Yacavace

High Honors: Abigail 
Frazier, Heer Swadia

Holy Trinity 
announces
 honor roll



Manchaug - Jeanette C. (O’Brien) Carter, 100, passed away 
peacefully on March 20, 2026 in Northbridge at Advinia Care. She 
was the wife of the late Austin L. “Jack” Carter who passed March 
18, 2007.

Jeanette was employed for 40 years at the former Schuster 
Woolen Mills in Douglas and the former Stanley Woolen Mills in 
Uxbridge.

She was born October 13, 1925 in Milford, the daughter of the 
late John and Alma (Trudeau) O’Brien and had been a resident of 

Manchaug most of her life. She was a graduate of Sutton High School, Class of 1943.
Jeanette was a communicant of St. Anne’s Parish and member of St. Anne’s Sodality 

in Manchaug. She enjoyed cooking Sunday dinners for her family, gardening, and time 
spent with her grandchildren and great grandchildren.

She is survived by a son Austin L. “Sonny” Carter Jr. and his wife Aileen “Pat” 
of Sutton; a daughter Rosemary C. Salem of Sutton; and her grandsons Tim Carter 
(Emily) and their son Caleb, Michael Salem Jr. (Sarah), and Matthew Salem (Theresa) 
and their daughter Emily. She was pre-deceased by her siblings Francis O’Brien, John 
O’Brien, Theresa Orlando, and Virginia Arruda; and her son-in-law Michael Salem Sr.

Visiting hours will be held on Wednesday, March 25 from 5-7pm in the Buma 
Funeral Home, 101 N. Main St., Uxbridge. 

Funeral services will be held on Thursday, March 26 at 11am in St. Mark’s Church, 
356 Boston Rd., Sutton. 

Internment will follow in Prospect Hill Cemetery, Mendon St., Uxbridge.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the Friends of Sutton Elders, 19 Hough 

Rd., Sutton, MA 01590, or online to the Jimmy Fund at www.jimmyfund.org.

Jeanette C. Carter, 100
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 In accordance with MGL Ch.71, 
Sec. 38N, the   Douglas School 
Committee will hold a Public Hearing 
on the FY2027 Proposed Budget on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the  Douglas High School in room 
C208. All   interested parties are invit-
ed to attend. 
March 27, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0768EA  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate of:
Duwain Q Weibe

Date of Death: January 1, 2026
To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Claire F Weibe of East Hartford CT 
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate
Claire F Weibe of East Hartford CT 
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
March 27, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0692EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Cassandra Phyllis Thompson
Date of Death: 02/20/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by Anthony Rivera of Whitins-
ville MA requesting that the Court en-
ter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Anthony Rivera of Whitinsville MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the estate in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to

this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/07/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 06, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 27, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0568EA  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate of:
William J. Barbosa, Jr.

Date of Death: 12/11/2025
To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Karin L Pinheiro of East Hartford CT 
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate
Karin L Pinheiro of East Hartford CT 
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
March 27, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 403 Pond Street, Uxbridge, 
MA 01569
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Matthew Webster 

to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Salem Five Mortgage 
Company, LLC, and now held by 
Freedom Mortgage Corporation, 
said mortgage dated January 17, 2025 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 71547, Page 1, as affected by 
Scrivener’s Affidavit dated February 
3, 2026 and recorded in said Registry 
in Book 73173, Page 255, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as mortgagee, as nominee for 
Salem Five Mortgage Company LLC 
to Freedom Mortgage Corporation 
by assignment dated September 11, 
2025 and recorded with said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 72523, Page 136; 
for breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on April 20, 2026 at 10:00 
AM Local Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings thereon in 
the Town of Uxbridge in the southerly 
portion thereof located on the southerly 
line of Pond Street and more particular-
ly bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at a point on the South 
side of Pond Street at a stake on the 
southerly side of Pond Street at the cor-
ner of land now or formerly of Pisaturo 
and formerly of Josephine Thayer; 
Thence South 68° 43’ 21” East a dis-
tance of 110.09 feet to a point at a stake 
set on the southerly side of Pond Street; 
Thence South 75° 34’ 14” East a dis-
tance of 189.91 feet to land now or 
formerly of Rodney Rondeau et al the 
last two courses being by and with 
the southerly side of   Pond Street; 
Thence South 25° 50’ 32” West a distance 
of 343.00 feet more or less to the north-
erly edge of Emerson Brook so-called; 
Thence by and with the northerly side 
of said Emerson Brook in a northwest-
erly direction for a distance of 404 feet 
more or less to a point of land now or 
formerly of Pisaturo formerly of Thayer. 
Thence North 47° 36’ 00” East a 
distance of 181 feet to a point on 
the southerly side of said Pond 
Street being the place of origin. 
 
The above described premises contain 
96,097.03 square feet of land more or 
less (2.21 acres) and are shown as Lot 
#2 on a plan entitled “Plan of Land 
in Uxbridge, Massachusetts surveyed 
for Edward J. and Jane A. Rondeau” 
dated March 1, 1988, Scale 1”=40’, 
and recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 
602, Plan 41.
	 The description of the prop-
erty contained in the mortgage shall 
control in the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated January 14, 2025 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
71546, Page 386.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, 

bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the sale by 
the purchaser.  The balance of the 
purchase price shall be paid in cash, 
certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within thirty (30) days 
after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 

2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 

March 20, 2026
March 27, 2026 
April 3, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0764EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Joseph W Theberge
Date of Death: 12/13/2025

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Cody 
J Theberge of Northbridge MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Cody J Theberge of Northbridge MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the estate in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
04/07/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 10, 2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
March 27, 2026

LEGALS

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, 

PO Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to 
obits@

stonebridgepress.news

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127  • email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSpringSpring

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

and the chance to purchase patriotic home-
made swag for the guild’s 2026 charity 
of choice, Home Base, an organization 
dedicated to healing the invisible wounds 
of war for veterans of all eras. Eager to 
see some local quilts up close, or perhaps 
step into the world of quilting and try a 
new hobby yourself? Check out  sewma-
nyshows.com  for a busy schedule of all 
upcoming public quilt shows throughout 
New England, or attend a monthly guild 
meeting at the Upton Community Center 
by visiting himblepleasuresquiltguild.blog-
spot.com.

Jeanette C. Carter, 100

GUILD
continued from page  A1

available at  www.valleytech.
k12.ma.us/skillsusa.

Students who earned 
medals at the SkillsUSA 
Massachusetts District V 
Leadership Conference are 
listed by hometown:

B E L L I N G H A M 
Gold:  Raegen McAlister, 
Health Knowledge Bowl.

Silver:  Evan Gerrish, CNC 
2 Axis Turning Programmer; 
and Megan Maloney, Baking 
& Pastry Arts.

Bronze:  Demetrius Burton, 
Cyber Security; Evan Donlon, 
Internet of Things; Matthew 
Welch, Urban Search & 
Rescue; and Thomas Welch, 
Web Design.

B L A C K S T O N E 
Gold:  Ella Ruth, Welding; 
Hunter Savard, Additive 
Manufacturing; and 
James Thibault, Additive 
Manufacturing.

Silver:  Tyler Connolly, 
Carpentry.

Bronze:  Riley Diefenbach, 
Telecommunications Cabling.

DOUGLAS
Gold: Joshua Aguiar, Health 

Knowledge Bowl; Devin 
Drumheller, Mechatronics; 
Reese Mathieu, Health 
Knowledge Bowl; Tia Ouillette, 
Job Skill Demonstration A; 
and David Sherman, Mobile 
Robotics Technology.

Silver: Celina Cutler, Health 
Knowledge Bowl; Sean King, 
HVAC/R; Brady Morris, 

Additive Manufacturing; and 
Olivia Price, Welding.

Bronze:  Kaden Howard, 
Job Demonstration Open; and 
Leah Boudreau, Plumbing. 
 
GRAFTON

Gold:  Brooke Grabau, 
Welding Sculpture; and 
Robert Lazo, Mechatronics; 
Karolina Malkowski, Medical 
Math; and Jacob Mariano, 
Advertising Design.

Silver:  Caroline Brown, 
Advertising Design; Luke 
Keenan, Health Knowledge 
Bowl; Cooper Often, 
Mechatronics; and Miya 
Vaillancourt, Nail Care.

Bronze:  Steven Lane, 
Cabinetmaking.

H O P E D A L E 
Gold:  Nicholas Abbruzzese, 
Internet of Things; Joseph 
Bache, Television (Video) 
Production; and Ryan 
McGovern, Television (Video) 
Production.

MENDON
Gold:  Nathan Lucey, 

HVAC/R.
Silver:  Benjamin Collins, 

Telecommunications Cabling; 
and Charles Lozeau, Job 
Interview.

Bronze:  Owen Davis, CNC 
Axis Milling Programmer; 
Emmett Kirstein, Electronics 
Technology; Aiden Quimby, 
Job Interview; and Ellie Kindl, 
Mobile Robotics Technology.

M I L F O R D 
Gold:  Julien Awuku-Asante, 
Electronics Technology; 
Dominic Quintino, Cyber 

Security; and Mathew Carr, 
Power Equipment Technology.

Silver:  Gabriella Ferreira, 
Automated Manufacturing; 
Connor Healey, Automated 
Manufacturing; Anthony 
Pinsonault, Diesel Equipment 
Technology; and Arianna 
Turner, Robotics & Automation 
Tech.

Bronze: Joseph Dias, Cyber 
Security; Oliva Guido, Painting 
& Design Technology; and 
Bryan De Sena, Urban Search 
& Rescue.

MILLBURY
Gold:  Jonathan Tremblay, 

Diesel Equipment Technology; 
Gavin Quang, Medical 
Math; and Robyn Repekta, 
Telecommunications Cabling.

Bronze:  Alana Pagliarulo, 
First Aid/CPR.

N O R T H B R I D G E 
Gold: Tarek Bensellam, Cyber 
Security; Alexia Daou, CNC 
Programmer; and Autumn 
Gromelski, Restaurant Service.

Silver:  Maddelyn Blome, 
Culinary Arts; Jessica 
Calles, Dental Assisting; 
Liliana Carpenter, Restaurant 
Service; Aria Domenech, 
Automated Manufacturing; 
Olivia Medina, Painting & 
Design Technology; and Elsa 
Richards, Health Knowledge 
Bowl.

Bronze:   P iper 
Strai t ,  Technical 
Computer Applications. 
 
S U T T O N 
Silver: Keira Lavine, Robotics 
& Automation Tech.

UPTON
Sta te  Off ice r 

Candidate: Madison Denise.
Gold:  Alexa Ladd, 

Photography.
Silver:  Justin Fransen, 

Mechatronics; Jacob Poirier, 
Additive Manufacturing; 
and Makenna Walls, Health 
Knowledge Bowl.

Bronze:  Lucia Rae, 
Dental  Assisting. 
 
U X B R I D G E 
Gold:  Emily Blanding, Basic 
Health Care; Violet Fratus, 
Health Knowledge Bowl; Rory 
Goyette, Baking & Pastry Arts; 
Julie Lafontaine, Painting & 
Design; and Daniel Ramos, 
Job Skill Demonstration Open.

Bronze:  Kai Torku, Basic 
Health Care; Shea Stone, 
Mobile Robotics Technology; 
and Audrey Ellis, Web Design.

About Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (BVT)

Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School serves the towns of 
Bellingham, Blackstone, 
Douglas, Grafton, Hopedale, 
Mendon, Milford, Millbury, 
Millville, Northbridge, Sutton, 
Upton, and Uxbridge. Located 
in the heart of the Blackstone 
Valley, BVT creates a posi-
tive learning community that 
prepares students for person-
al and professional success in 
an internationally competitive 
society through a fusion of 
rigorous vocational, technical, 
and academic skills.

SKILLSUSA
continued from page  A1



Please note that some 
events do require regis-
tration. If you have any 
questions regarding 
any events, please do 
not hesitate to contact 
the library at 508-476-
2695 or email at us at 
douglas@cwmars.org.  

Address: 290 Main 
St., Douglas

Phone: 508-476-
2695

Hours: Monday-
Thursday 9 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m.-
1 p.m.

Please note that 
we will be closed on 
Monday, April 20th in 
observance of Patriots’ 
Day.

Children’s Book 
Clubs

Wednesday, April 
1 at 4 p.m. - Book 
Wizards (Grades 5-7), 
“Heidi” by Johanna 
Spyri

Wednesday, April 
8 at 4 p.m. - Young 
Reader’s Club (Grades 
K-2), “Boxes for 
Katje” by Candance 
Fleming

Wednesday, April 15 
at 4 p.m.: Book Bunch 
(Grades 2-4), “Little 
Lion Rescue”  by 
Rachel Delahaye

C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Happenings

Monday, April 6, 
13, and 27 at 10 a.m. 
- Spring Storytime 
( R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Required)

Tuesday, April 7 
and 21 at 11:30 a.m. 
- Music & Movement 
with Deb Hudgins

Tuesday, April 7 
at 3:30 p.m. - Lego 
Club I (Registration 
Required)

Thursday, April 9, 
16, and 30 at 10 a.m. 
- Spring Storytime 
( R e g i s t r a t i o n 
Required)

Tuesday, April 14 
at 3:30 p.m. - Lego 

Club II (Registration 
Required)

Wednesday, April 15 
at 5:45 p.m. - Reading 
to Bryce (Registration 
Required)

Teen Happenings
Tuesday, April 7 and 

21 at 4 p.m. - Battletech 
Club

Tuesday, April 14 
and 28 at 4 p.m. - 
Dungeons & Dragons 
Club (FULL)

Adult Book Clubs
Thursday, April 2 at 

6:30 p.m. - Greatest 
Book Club Ever, “The 
Mountain Between 
Us” by Charles Martin

Tuesday, April 14 
at 6:30 p.m. - Intrepid 
Readers, “River Kings: 
A New History of 
of the Vikings from 
Scandinavia to the Silk 
Roads” by Cat Jarman

Thursday, April 16 
at 6 p.m. - Cookbook 
Collective, Theme 
TBD

Tuesday, April 21 at 
6:30 p.m. - SciFi Book 
Club, “Dark Eden” by 
Chris Beckett

Monday, April 27 
at 6:30 p.m.: Plot 
Twisters, “House 
of Glass” by Sarah 
Pakkanen

Adult Happenings
Wednesday, April 1, 

8, 15, 22, and 29 at 
10 a.m. - Fiber Arts 
Friends

Saturday, April 4 at 
10 a.m. - Let’s Paint 
Goose, the Monitor 
Lizard! (registration 
required)

Monday, April 
6, 13, 20, and 27 at 
6:30 p.m. - Writer’s 
Accountability Group

Wednesday, April 8 
and 22 at 5:45 p.m. - 
Fiber Arts Friends at 
Night

Saturday, April 18 
at 10:30 a.m. - SFPL 
Gardeners
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

j j j j j j

Layla is a resilient, energetic, and cu-
rious young girl who brings enthusiasm 
and joy into the spaces she enters. 
She loves expressing herself through 
colorful, hands-on arts and crafts, us-
ing creativity as a way to explore and 
share her ideas. Layla is very active 
and especially enjoys games that in-
volve movement, where she can stay 
engaged and have fun at the same 
time. Layla attends elementary school 
and has built wonderful, positive con-
nections with her teachers. She is an 
extroverted and outgoing child who tru-

ly enjoys being around others. Spending time with her friends at school 
and participating in activities within her community are among her favorite 
things to do. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/44789227065 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; 
renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive 
parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is com-
pletely free in Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit 
well with. To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mare-
inc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today 
to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care.           

Layla 
Age 8 

Registration #9377 

HELP WANTED
Industrial painter opening
 available in Oxford, MA

Duties-include priming and 
painting of machine parts and 
structural steel. Experience a 

plus. Will train. 

Call  BC Industries
 508-987-3042

HELP WANTED
Commercial/Industrial sand blaster 

opening available in Oxford, MA.
Duties include high pressure 

manual blasting of steel shot, grit 
and garnet. Experience a plus.

 Will train 

Call  BC Industries
 508-987-3042

current canopy over the gas 
pumps, bed springs were found 
nine feet below ground.

Stephen Bek, Sr. was born 
in Fitchburg in 1920 to Polish 
immigrant parents Frank and 
Anna (Kurtyka). The family 
moved to Douglas after 1930 
to work in the local mills. 
Stephen Sr., became a sheet 
metal apprentice, and served 
on the USS Yorktown in WWII 
as an Aviation Metalsmith 1st 
Class in the US Navy. His 
ownership saw the expansion 
of the auto repair and fueling 
station to include welding ser-
vices. Welding was the elder 
Bek’s passion. He was the “go 
to” guy for people all over the 
Blackstone Valley. Stephen, 
Sr. provided portable welding 
service, traveling around the 
Valley in a 1950 GMC which 
his son, Steve, Jr. still owns. 
The now green GMC was orig-
inally red with black fenders. 
Only one person could travel in 
this truck as it held a welding 
unit, miscellaneous steel, oxy-
gen, acetylene, with welding 
rods, grinders and various tools 
on the passenger seat.

Frank and Anna were very 
proud of their only son, Stephen 
Sr., who was making his way 
as a local entrepreneur and not 
toiling away in the local mills. 
Frank could be found onsite 
helping with building improve-
ment projects, notably the dem-
olition of the original wood 
office structure and building of 
the cinderblock office space. 
Frank, with only a 6th grade 
education, marked off the 
placement for the cinderblocks 
with the simple tool of a stick 
with a nail in it. Uncle John 
Kurtyka was also instrumental 
in helping his nephew. Another 
early mentor to Stephen, Sr., 
was Adelard J. “Chief” Lemay. 
Why he was called “Chief,” 
Steve, Jr. cannot answer. Chief 
worked for Whitin Machine 
Works, and was mechanically 
talented assisting Stephen, Sr. 
with the auto repair part of the 
business. After retirement and a 
move to Florida, Chief would 
always stop in on visits to sim-
ply walk through and around 
the building and reminisce. 
Both Stephen, Sr. and Steve, Jr. 
learned “on the job” with the 
assistance of talented mentors. 
Stephen, Sr. had Steve, Jr. at 
the work bench in his teenage 

years grinding castings, drilling 
holes, and practicing

welding. These skills were 
not something the Political 
Science major had anticipated 
for life’s path.

Behind every successful man 
is a great woman. For Stephen, 
Sr. that was his wife Adeline, 
who retained ownership of the 
business after her husband’s 
death, continuing with the 
bookkeeping and supporting 
her son as he continued to grow 
and develop the business.

Bek’s also had a dedicated 
part-time fueling crew pro-
viding employment to local 
Manchaug residents and keep-
ing the Village current on local 
events. This crew was always 
friendly, courteous, with the 
added benefit of dog treats 
for the local pups. George 
“Bunny” Guertin more than 30 
years; Mike Senecal and Ed 
Prior more than 10 years; Joe 
Smith more than two years; and 
Douglas residents Cliff Lowell 
more than 20; and Larry Hill.

Manchaug is fortunate to 
have had a full-service fuel-
ing station for over 100 years. 
Sam’s Gas plans to continue 
this tradition.

Sam’s Gas, with addition-
al stations in Millbury and 
Duxbury, is a family-owned, 
full-service fueling business 
started by Tony’s dad who 
immigrated from Lebanon in 
1975. Sam’s Gas has extend-
ed the hours of operation to 
Monday-Friday 6:30 a.m. – 7 
p.m.;

Saturday 7 am – 5 pm; 
Sunday 8 am – 4 pm. Not 
only does this location provide 
fueling, but also auto repair 
from two additional local entre-
preneurs. Adam Bombara, A B 
Auto & Transmissions (508-
476-3424) occupies one bay, 
while Jared Malo, Jared’s 
Automotive Repair (508-277-
2065) is providing auto repair 
services out of five bays.

Small business drives 
America and is the backbone 
of our country. Residents are 
encouraged to “shop local” 
and support these young local 
entrepreneurs as they follow in 
the footsteps of Joseph Conley, 
Stephen Bek, Sr. and Steve 
Bek, Jr.

A quick side note —  Sam’s 
Gas will honor all Bek’s Fuel 
gift certificates. If you pur-
chased or received a gift cer-
tificate from Bek’s prior to the 
sale, you can still use it.

BEK’S
continued from page  A1 Simon Fairfield 

Public Library
Meghan 

Cummiskey 
elected to 

membership in 
Honor Society of 

Phi Kappa Phi
BATON ROUGE, La. — Meghan Cummiskey of 

Northbridge was recently elected to membership into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and 
most selective all-discipline collegiate honor society, at 
University of Massachusetts.

Cummiskey is among approximately 20,000 students, 
faculty, professional staff and alumni to be initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi each year. Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomination and approval by a chapter. 
Only the top 10 percent of seniors and 7.5 percent of 
juniors are eligible for membership. Graduate students in 
the top 10 percent of the number of candidates for grad-
uate degrees may also qualify, as do faculty, professional 
staff and alumni who have achieved scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 under the leader-
ship of undergraduate student Marcus L. Urann who had a 
desire to create a different kind of honor society: one that 
recognized excellence in all academic disciplines. Today, 
the Society has chapters on more than 300 campuses in 
the United States and its territories. Its mission is to “cul-
tivate a community that celebrates and advances the love 
of learning.”

About Phi Kappa Phi
Founded in 1897, Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest 

and most selective collegiate honor society for all aca-
demic disciplines. Phi Kappa Phi inducts approximately 
20,000 students, faculty, professional staff and alumni 
annually. The Society has chapters on more than 300 
select colleges and universities in the United States and its 
territories. Membership is by invitation only to the top 10 
percent of seniors and graduate students and 7.5 percent of 
juniors. Faculty, professional staff and alumni who have 
achieved scholarly distinction also qualify. The Society’s 
mission is to “cultivate a community that celebrates and 
advances the love of learning.” For more information, 
visit www.PhiKappaPhi.org.
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

COMING SOON!!
FREE CLASSES

*Learn about how to be show ready in selling your home
*Learn about the impact of Solar, Title 5, 

Home Inspection Requirements, 
and Buyer Agency when Selling Your Home

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 1.15 ACRE LOT
50 Old Spencer Rd. $515,000

Old Southbridge Rd. $124,900

TEMPLETON- RANCH ON 1 ACRECHARLTON- 1.3 ACRES

*3 Bedrooms * 1 Acre
*Privacy and Outdoor Space

*Perc Test 
* Land Survey Available

*2 Full Baths * Fireplace * 2 Mini Splits
*Recent Septic System * Finished Lower Level 

* Fenced in Yard Area- Great for Dogs
17 Gray Rd $409,000

NEW PRICE

Maria Reed
Received Re/Max 

Excellence Level Award 
The awards are based on Gross 

Commission 
Reflecting the 
Preparation, 
Effort and 

Commitment 
Essential to Real 

Estate Success

Southbridge- Dudley
30.2 Acres

Potential for 
4 Frontage Lots
Land great for 

recreation or Building 
Your Dream Home

$295,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!
Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

SORRY, SOLD!

Tucked away on Coop-
er Rd. Webster Lake with 
access at Lakeside beach/
boat ramp. 3rd of 4 homes 
being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of 
living area, 7 rms, 4 brs, 
2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, 
wood flooring throughout 
with ceramic tyle baths. 
Spacious main BR Suite 
w/ walk-in closet, and pri-
vate full bathr, double sink 
vanity, finished lower level 
walk-out w/ slider. Central 
AC, garage 

 $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic Views across 
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till 
sunset! View the lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent 
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW 
Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.      $ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!
On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

ESTATE SALE ~ REHAB PROPERTY BEING SOLD AS IS ~ ONE 
LEVEL RANCH HOME w/980 SF, Eat-in Kitchen, Living Rm, 3 
BR, 1 Bath, Full, unfinished basement w/walkout access. 
FHW Baseboard Oil Heat, ~ In need of a septic system. Slop-
ing back yard with views of the Quinebaug River.     $ 210,000.

Dudley-108 Southbridge Rd 
Featured New Listing!

Sprawling 62’x30’ fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre level w/24’x24’ 2 
car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan w/15’x13’ 
kitchen, 15’x22’ living rm, 13’x11’ dining rm, 10’x28’ breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors, replacement windows/doors & more, more, more!  
How do you like it?  Call today to schedule a showing!   $525,000

Featured Listing ~ New To Market! 
Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

ON DEPOSIT

Find the home made for you.
Let us work with you to find your dream home.
Lisa Caron Real Estate
42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506 Cell : 508-341-8299
Your Local Real Estate Professional, Broker Owner 
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, 
SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP, E-PRO, C2EX
Listing Specialist, Accredited Buyer Representative, 
Notary Public 

Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

So Many
Choices
So Many
Choices All just waiting All just waiting 

for a buyer like you,for a buyer like you,

Buying or Selling a home? 
Every move is a new 

beginning! Let me help you 
navigate the path through 

your next  journey…. 

  Bob Berk REALTOR
Re/Max Vision 
Worcester MA
508-367-9226

bobberkrealtor@gmail.com
Call for a free market analysis!

SRES

PUBLIC AUCTION

508-842-1900
www.amgauction.com

Dale W. Schaetzke, CAI, AARE PO Box 107, Shrewsbury, MA LIC#207

WEBSTER, MA
2 Sylvester Dr

Mortgagee’s Sale of Real Estate on Premises

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1st @ 10:00 AM

This home w/ inlaw unit features 7
rms, two full baths, oil heat, cool-

ing, solar system, front and rear
decks and two car garage on a

12,500±SF corner lot.
TERMS: A $5,000 deposit shall be

paid in cash or bank cashier's check
by the purchaser at the time and

place of sale. 

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

•
R
E
A
L

E
S
T
A
T
E

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@

stonebridge press.news

REAL ESTATE



Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

The following events will take place at Plummer Place, 
Home of the Northbridge Senior Center.  We are located 
at 20 Highland St. in Whitinsville.  Telephone: (508) 
234-2002.  Northbridge residents have priority for all 
programming and events.

Medical Drivers
We are in need of medical drivers for out-of-town 

medical appointments.  This is a very important service 
that we provide for seniors who cannot drive themselves 
to their medical appointments.  If you are interested and 
can spare any time, it would be most appreciated.  Drivers 
are reimbursed for their mileage.  For more information, 

please call the main office.

Regular Programs:
Mindful Meditation with Kelly
Every Thursday at 9:30am
Bereavement Group
Monday, 1pm April 13th
Women’s Collective
Thursday, 10:00am April 9th
Book Club
Wednesday, 10:30am April 15th
Call Kelly to find out what book we are reading!
Dull Men’s Club
Tuesday, 9:30am April 28th
Guest: Kevin Barry ~ Marine and State Police Officer 

Career Highlights and Discussion
Writing Your Way with Lori
Thursdays, 2pm April 9th and 23rd
Facials with Nancy
Thursday, April 16th
Treat yourself to some pampering!  Schedule 

your appointment directly with Nancy by calling 
(508) 868-5525.  $40 plus gratuity.  Treatments 
include cleansing, exfoliating, hand and arm 
massage with heated mitts, extractions, toner and 
moisturizer!

 
Special Events and Programs:
Jeopardy/Wheel of Fortune
Wednesday, April 8th 1:00pm-2:00pm
This fun event is back by popular demand!  

Grab your friends and head over for lots of laughs 
and chances to win prizes!  Refreshments will be 
provided.  Admission is $5 cash per person on the 
day of the event.  A big thank you to our spon-
sors: Cornerstone 
Milford, Advinia 
Care, and the Friends 
of Northbridge 
Elders.  Sign up in 
the main office! 

Unders tanding 
Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia

Tuesday, April 
14th

10:00am-11:00am

Please consider attending this very informative pro-
gram presented by the Alzheimer’s Association to learn 
about the difference between Alzheimer’s and dementia, 
the risk factors, and the current treatments.  Light refresh-
ments will be served. Sign up in the main office.

Off the Record:  Stories from a Reporter’s Interviewing 
Notebook with Bill Ballou

Tuesday, April 21st 
9:00am-10:30am
Plummer Place is thrilled to welcome back Bill Ballou, 

an established reporter and crowd favorite as he shares 
unforgettable moments to interviews gone off-script.  
Please join us for a behind-the-scenes look at a reporter’s 
career through the anecdotes that helped shape it.  Hear 
the good, the bad, and everything in between!  Sign up in 
the main office.

Dynamic Duo Concert with Marty and Dave
Wednesday, April 22nd
1:00pm-2:00pm
Marty and Dave have been playing music together for a 

combination of 50 years.  They specialize in Americana, 
Pop, and Rock n’ Roll music.  Come out for the music 
and have some fun!  Sign up in the main office.

Music Concert with Tom and Andy
Wednesday, April 29th
1:00pm-2:00pm
“Tom and Andy” is a guitar and percussion duo who 

take seniors on an interactive musical journey from 1929 
through the 1970s and includes standards, oldies, classics, 
country and good old American Rock n’ Roll.  Come on 
down and enjoy some tunes!  Sign up in the main office.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
3/27 Tipsy Duo
4/3  Evan Couture
4/10  Joe Macey 
4/11 Your Mother

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE Delivery & Removal • FREE Financing Available
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

COME CELEBRATE WITH US! We are celebrating  
by offering you savings of 20%-60% Off storewide.

v Bedrooms
v Living Rooms
v Recliners

Anniversary Sale!

Biggest Sale of the Year!

Storewide SavingS!

As an added bonus, qualified buyers pay 0% Interest and  
NO DOWN PAYMENT for 1 FULL YEAR!

REGISTER TO WIN A $500 SHOPPING SPREE! (No purchase necessary)

v Occasional Pieces
v Entertainment Centers
v Sealy Mattresses

Palm Sunday- March 29 at 10:15 am
~ Followed by Egg Hunt at the Parsonage!
Maundy Thursday- April 2 at 6:30 pm
Good Friday- April 3 at 12:00 pm
~ Tenebrae Service
Holy Saturday- April 4 at 6:30 pm
~ Easter Vigil Taizé
Easter Sunday - April 5 at 10:15 am

with Organ, Choir and
Village Bell Ringers performing.

reJOiCe!  
Join us for Holy Week...All are Welcome

5 ChurCh St. WhitinSville, MA

Whitinsville 
Christian School 

students plant tulips 
for Day of Hope

WHITINSVILLE — In the coming weeks, yellow tulips 
will begin blooming throughout the campus on Linwood 
Ave. These tulips serve as a reminder that even after the 
darkest winters, beauty and hope can grow. In recognition 
of April as Mental Health Awareness Month, WCS will be 
celebrating its annual Day of Hope on April 30. 

The Day of Hope is based on connection and mental 
health. The goal of our Day of Hope is to foster a sense of 
community by instilling hope and encouraging WCS staff 
and students to care for their whole selves—mind, body, 
and spirit—through meaningful connections and practical 
strategies for personal well-being.

Courtesy

Students planted bulbs in the fall and welcome their appearance 
this spring!

Plummer Place

PUTNAM, Conn. —  The Theatre of 
Northeastern Connecticut at the Bradley 
Playhouse is excited to present Season 
12 of Scott Higgins Comedy All Stars.  
Four comedy headliners that perform all 
over the country and have been seen on 
Comedy Central, Amazon Prime, HBO, 
and Showtime are ready to take the stage.  
They have been heard on podcasts and 
SiriusXM Radio, and now Scott Higgins 
brings them live to The Bradley for one 
night of hilarious comedic  skits, saying 
what we all think but wouldn’t dare say 
out loud.  

Dan Altano (Whose album “Stand-
Up Dad” debuted #1 on iTunes), Emily 
Ruskowski (Appeared on Laugh TV 
on Fox and 2 Dope Queens podcast), 
Chris Monty (Seen on HBO and Amazon 
Prime), and Howie Mason (A Regular at 
Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods), with host 

Scott Higgins (Behind The Funny Podcast 
– Boston Comedy Choice Nominee Best 
Podcast) will bring a night of laughs that 
will surely leave you wanting more.

Laughter is the best medicine, so come 
and get your dose.   This is a show you 
don’t want to miss.

Scott Higgins Comedy All Stars is one 
show on March 28 at 7:30 p.m.  The sug-
gested audience is 18 and up.  Line up is 
subject to change with notice.

The Bradley Playhouse is located at 30 
Front St. (Route 44) in Putnam.  All seats 
are reserved. Reservations may be made 
with a major credit card online at  www.
thebradleyplayhouse.org  or by calling 
860-928-7887. Tickets may be purchased 
at the theater box office, either before the 
performance, or at the door if available. 
Purchasing your tickets ahead of time is 
always a good idea.

Laughter is the best 
medicine, so get your dose at 

the Bradley Playhouse


