
Friday, April 24, 2026

Free by request to residents of 
Douglas, Northbridge, Uxbridge, Linwood, Whitinsville and North Uxbridge

Send Your news and pics to news@StonebridgePress.news�

©2026, Issue #16

trusted for Years52
HARBROAUTO.COM
508-234-6767

HARBRO IS NOW AN: 
OFFICIAL 

MASSACHUSETTS 
INSPECTION STATION 4

Local businesses. Local stories. Local pride. Please support our advertisers.

NORTHBRIDGE — On 
April 16, students in Mrs. 
Lisa Bristol’s second-grade 
class at Northbridge 
Elementary School (NES) 
proudly unveiled a new 
addition to their play-
ground: a “Buddy Bench,” 
created through a stu-
dent-led civic action proj-
ect focused on kindness, 
inclusion, and community.

The idea for the Buddy 
Bench began as part of 
a classroom lesson, when 
students watched a video 
explaining how such 
benches help children who 
may feel lonely or left out 
find someone to play with. 
Inspired, students imme-
diately recognized a need 
within their own school 
community.

“We need one at NES!” 
they told Mrs. Bristol.

Turning inspiration into 
action, Mrs. Bristol guided 
her students through the 
civic process of advocacy. 
Each student wrote a let-

ter to K–2 Principal Mrs. 
Lorinda Allen, making a 
case for why the school 
should install a Buddy 
Bench. Their heartfelt 
messages reflected both 
empathy and insight.

Brayden wrote, “If 
you see someone on 
the buddy bench you 
can ask them to play.” 
Henrique added, “It will 

help kids not be sad.” 
Gemma shared, “So kids 

can find a new friend.”
Students also explained 

their idea directly to 
Principal Allen, describing 
the bench as a simple yet 
powerful way to make sure 
no one feels left out: “If 
someone is feeling left out, 
they sit on the buddy bench 
and then it will be easier to 

notice them.”
Allen approved the 

project with an important 
condition: students needed 
to determine whether one 
bench or two would best 
serve the school. Rising 
to the challenge, students 
designed and conducted a 
survey among their peers, 
then worked collaborative-
ly in small groups to ana-

lyze the data and create 
graphs representing their 
findings. The results clear-
ly indicated a need for one 
bench on each playground.

The project culminated 
in a dedication ceremony 
attended by members of 
the school community, 
including the adjustment 
counselors, administrators, 
and the Superintendent. 

During the event, students 
presented their research, 
explained the purpose and 
use of the Buddy Bench, 
and expressed gratitude to 
Principal Allen for sup-
porting their initiative.

The class emphasized 
that the Buddy Bench is 
more than just a place to 
sit, it is a symbol of kind-
ness and a tool for build-
ing friendships. Their work 
doesn’t end here; students 
plan to visit other class-
rooms at NES to teach 
their peers how to use the 
bench and encourage a cul-
ture of inclusion.

One student captured the 
spirit of the project best: 
“We really can make a dif-
ference!”

This initiative highlights 
the power of student voice 
and demonstrates how 
even the youngest learn-
ers can create meaningful 
change in their commu-
nities.

N O R T H B R I D G E 
—  Justice Melia, of the 
Probate and Family Court, 
and three of her colleagues 
visited the Northbridge 
High School law class, 
sharing their experienc-
es and how and why they 
chose their careers. 

Melia held many roles 
prior to becoming a judge 
including that of a social 
worker for DCF (Division 
of Child and Families), a 
probation officer, and a 
private attorney (primari-
ly for probate and family 
matters.)  As always Melia 
gave the students a real-
istic case study, involving 
divorce and child custody, 
on which to render a simu-
lated legal decision. 

The mother, in the pro-
vided scenario, was in 
the military and deployed 

overseas regularly and 
would be moving to 
California for a major pro-
motion. The question . . 
. should the two children 
(ages seven and 15) go 
with her to California or 
stay in Massachusetts with 
the father who has regu-
lar but long hours (9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.)? The students 
asked excellent questions 
to aid in their decision, 
impressing our guests. 
They came to a logical 
and well-founded determi-
nation, in line with what 
Melia would have done.

  Next up was 
Chief Court Officer Luby, 
who oversees the court 
officers in three courts 
within Worcester County. 
He said most court offi-
cers  start as door security, 
checking bags and running 

the metal detectors. This 
requires very little training. 
However, he told the stu-
dents that in order to work 
in the courtrooms, offi-
cers need a college degree 
and to complete a training 
program. Court Officers 
handle courtroom security 
as well as transfers of the 
accused to the sheriffs who 
bring the  accused back to 
jail.

 Lisa Delgado, Assistant 
Registrar of Probate, was 
the next speaker. She is 
the primary assistant to the 
elected Registrar. She han-
dles divorce filings, pater-
nity requests, adoptions, 
requests for restraining 
orders, etc. She informed 
the students that there have 
been 1,500 divorce filings 
in Worcester County so 
far this year, and the “file 

room” has 400,000 cases 
right now. Prior to her cur-
rent role, she worked for 
many attorneys. Delgado 
stated that, because she 
was a teen mom and under-

stood the challenges young 
families face, she decided 
to work in the courts and 
help others through those 
challenges.  Her job entails 
assisting court clients with 

paperwork, de-escalat-
ing situations, and aiding 
people with general legal 
problems.

UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge 
Historical Society invites the community 
to experience history firsthand at a Civil 
War Living History event on Sunday, 
April 26, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
historic Cornet John Farnum House (c. 
1710) in Uxbridge.

This engaging program will transport 
visitors back to the 1860s with a variety 
of immersive activities. Guests will have 
the opportunity to meet Civil War reen-
actors portraying soldiers and civilians, 
observe period demonstrations, and enjoy 
historical storytelling that highlights the 
experiences of those who lived during this 
pivotal time in American history.

Adding to the authentic atmosphere, 
the event will feature period music and a 
suttlery hosted by Big Bear Trading Post, 
where visitors can browse and purchase 
historically inspired goods and souvenirs.

A special feature of the event will be a 
display and interpretive presentation on 
women’s fashions of the Civil War era, 
offering insight into the clothing, social 

roles, and daily lives of women during 
the 1860s. This exhibit will highlight how 
fashion reflected both the cultural norms 
and the practical realities of life during 
the war.

Visitors are also encouraged to tour the 
beautifully restored Cornet John Farnum 
House (c. 1710), Uxbridge’s oldest home, 
a town treasure, and the home of the 
Uxbridge Historical Society.

“This event offers a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the community to connect with 
history in a meaningful and memorable 
way,” said Jim Beauchamp, President of 
the Uxbridge Historical Society. “We’re 
excited to welcome visitors of all ages to 
experience the sights and sounds of the 
Civil War era.”

For more information about this and 
other upcoming programs, please con-
tact the Uxbridge Historical Society at 
uxbridgehistoricalsociety@gmail.com or 
Jim Beauchamp (508) 498-0270.  This 
event is free and open to the public. 
(Donations are always appreciated.)

WHITINSVILLE —  Whitinsville 
Christian School is pleased to announce 
the launch of WCS Select, a new program 
offering a la carte classes specifically 
designed to support homeschool students 
and families.

WCS Select provides homeschool stu-
dents with access to high-quality, Christ-
centered academic courses, allowing fam-
ilies to customize their child’s educational 
experience while remaining rooted in their 
chosen homeschool path. The program 
offers flexible enrollment options, giving 
students the opportunity to participate in 
individual classes,

connect with peers, and benefit from 
experienced faculty and campus resourc-
es.

“Our WCS Select program reflects our 
commitment to meeting families where 
they are,” said Sarah Bowler, Head of 
School. “By supporting homeschool-
ing students with flexible, high-quality 
resources and community connection, 
we’re expanding what personalized edu-

cation can look like.”
As it has across the country, homes-

chooling participation in Massachusetts 
has risen, with approximately 3.3–3.4 per-
cent of K–12 students learning at home 
in recent years. This steady growth high-
lights the increasing demand for flexible, 
high-quality educational partnerships such 
as WCS Select.

Through WCS Select, students can 
engage in a range of academic subjects 
while experiencing the benefits of a struc-
tured classroom environment and a vibrant 
Christian school community. Offerings 
include a range of courses from Outdoor 
Preschool to AP Biology. The program is 
designed to complement, not replace, the 
homeschool

experience, offering families added sup-
port, enrichment, and connection.

WCS Select reflects Whitinsville 
Christian School’s broader mission to 
partner with families in providing an edu-
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MILFORD—During May’s Mental Health 
Awareness Month, UMass Memorial Health – Milford 
Regional Medical Center’s Community Benefits 
Committee and the Whitin Community Center will 
be teaming up to offer “Mental Health Essentials for 
Coaches,” a free webinar to help youth sports coaches 
support their athletes’ mental health. The webinar is 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 13 at 7 p.m.

According to the latest information from the CDC, 
the number of adolescents reporting poor mental 
health is increasing. What’s more, most youth sports 
coaches are parent volunteers who have no formal 
training when it comes to supporting mental health 
challenges their players may be facing.

“Mental Health Essentials for Coaches” will be pre-
sented by experienced clinicians and educators from 
the Mental Health Collaborative, a local non-profit 
that provides mental health programs to schools and 
communities. Attendees will learn strategies on incor-

porating mental health as part of their team culture, 
how to recognize and respond when athletes need 
support and how to promote mental health on the 
field or court. Coaches will also learn about priori-
tizing their own mental health and be provided with 
additional local resources. There will also be time for 
questions. 

 The Webinar will focus on those who coach ele-
mentary and middle school-aged athletes. However, 
it is open to all who coach youth sports. 

“Coaches can be influential role models for so many 
kids, so we want to provide them the tools to under-
stand, respond to and support their players’ mental 
health,” said UMass Memorial Health – Milford 
Regional Medical Center COO and Community 
Benefits Chair Bert Thurlo-Walsh, MM, RN, CPHQ. 

To register for “Mental Health Essentials for 
Coaches,” visit Milfordregional.org and view “Classes 
and Events” on the home page and then “Webinars.” 

For questions, contact Michelle.sanford@
umassmemorial.org.

UXBRIDGE —  On 
Tuesday, March 24, the 
Northbridge High School 
Law Class and Social 
Science Pathways stu-
dents visited the Uxbridge 
Courthouse for the first 
time under the new lead-
ership of Honorable Janet 
McGuiggan, First Justice, 
and Clerk-Magistrate, 
Padraic Rafferty. 

Judge McGuiggan took 
the reins at the Uxbridge 
Courthouse in November, 
bringing in over 30 years 

of experience as a licensed 
attorney and serving the 
last 16 years as a District 
Court Judge. Clerk-
Magistrate Rafferty is 
a newer appointment by 
Governor Healey con-
firmed by the Governor’s 
Council in November 
of 2025. He joins the 
Uxbridge Courthouse with 
over 10 years of legal expe-
rience as a former prosecu-
tor and defense attorney.

 
Once court was in ses-

sion, McGuiggan wel-

comed  the Northbridge 
students and jokingly 
asked the staff to watch 
their language, for the 
students’ benefit. Before 
the court session began, 
Clerk-Magistrate Rafferty 
addressed the students 
and reminded them that 
real  people’s  lives are 
affected every day by what 
transpires in court. He 
wasn›t kidding. 

The students observed 
two petitions for exten-
sions on restraining orders. 

In one case, the 
plaintiff made mul-
tiple allegations, 
including: physi-
cal and emotional 

abuse, the slashing of her 
car tires, and relentless 
harassment via inappro-
priate and salacious texts. 
The defendant made simi-
lar counterclaims. In both 
cases, McGuiggan found 
for the plaintiff, granting 
the extensions.

 
When the court recessed, 

the students learned more 
about the court pro-
cess from McGuiggan 
and Rafferty, along with  
Assistant Chief Court 
Officer Gregory Gomes, 
Assistant District Attorney 
Lisa Wells, Lead Victim 
Advocate  Margaret 
Rwaramba,  and 
Judicial Secretary 

Colleen Foley.    Lead 
Victim  Advocate 
Rwaramba  of the District 
Attorney’s office informed 
the students that her staff is 
there to guide all victims 
through the often challeng-
ing and scary court process 
in criminal matters. 

Additional advocates 
exist at the Court, includ-
ing an advocate from Non-
Profit New Hope Inc., who 
assists victims petition-
ing for restraining orders. 
That advocate stood by the 
side of both women who 
were petitioning for exten-
sions of their restraining 
orders.  Chief Gomes said, 
“We treat the clients of the 

court with respect. That 
goes a long way with them. 
After all, being in court is 
often the worst day of their 
lives.”

                                                                                                                                                      
                      

The students listened 
intently and learned much 
during their field trip while 
asking respectful and perti-
nent questions. They asked 
their law teacher, Mr. 
Finkel,  follow-up ques-
tions on the bus and sever-
al more in their class. The 
students clearly appreciat-
ed their time as guests at 
the Uxbridge Courthouse, 
and Northbridge High 
School appreciates their 
continued hospitality.
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

BLACKSTONE 
$455,000, 225-227 Main St, 

Philemond, Katrina, to Brown, Willie.
$455,000, 60 Freeman St, Rasheed, 

Amir, to 60 Freeman Street Rt, and 
Pagan, Miralva.

$400,000, 22 Fox Run Rd #22, 
Vineyard Richard Est, and Dimillo, 
Kelly, to Smith, Cynthia M, and Smith, 
Calvin M.

$290,000, Pickering Rd, J&H Stone 
Corp, to Cora Lane Group LLC.

NORTHBRIDGE
$750,000, 158 Purgatory Rd, 

Schotanus, Sarah A, and Schotanus, 
Sarah, to Zylstra, Jonathan Peter, and 
Zylstra, Alison Rose.

$635,000, 894 Marston Rd, Sanchez, 
Alex J, and Sanchez, Sheena Fitzgeral, 
to Iadarola, Samantha A, and Iadarola, 
Justin John.

$525,000, 557 Fowler Rd, Iadarola, 
Justin, and Iadarola, Samantha, to 
Rogiers, Sydney, and Stiles, Joshua.

UXBRIDGE
$700,000, 9 N Main St, Cove Realty 

LLC, to Uxbridge Library Tr LLC.
$692,811, 145 Mantell Rd, 47 Dodge 

Deco LLC, and Boardman, Chad, to 
Michals, Andrew, and Corak, Annie.

$420,000, 24 Olde Canal Way #24, 
Lois T Rosati Ft, and Patrinelli, Lynn 
M, to Maher, David J, and Maher, 
Pamela A.

$325,000, 314 Richardson St, 
Ruggieri, Paul F, and Ruggieri, Bonnie 
A, to Trident Hldg Group X LLC.

Ware
$28,193,817, 73 South St, Ware 

Senior Living LLC, to 73 S St Propco 
LLC.

$425,000, 4 Bank St, Country Bank 
For Savings, to Bright Star Ent LLC.

$425,000, 75 Main St, Country Bank 
For Savings, to Bright Star Ent LLC.

A riveting day at Uxbridge Courthouse 
for Northbridge High students

UMass Memorial-Milford 
Regional & Whitin Community 
Center offering “Mental Health 
Essentials for Coaches” Webinar

Veterans’ Service Officer Position

The Town of Sturbridge is accepting applica-
tions to fill the part-time, 10 hours per week, 
Veteran’ Service Officer position.  The position 
will act as a Veterans’ Agent and thus requires 
all appropriate State and Federal certification.  
Applications are available on-line on the Town 
of Sturbridge website under job opportunities. 
https://www.sturbridge.gov/your-government/
pages/job-opportunities
The position is non-union and reports to the 
Town Administrator.  The Town is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer (EOE).

Town of Sturbridge
Town Administrator
308 Main Street
Sturbridge MA 01566
BOSAdmin@sturbridge.gov

 

news@stonebridgepress.news
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Valley Chapel 
to host 

National Day 
of Prayer 
gathering

UXBRIDGE — Valley Chapel invites the community 
to join in a special time of prayer on Thursday, May 7, 
from 6–7 p.m. in the church café, as part of the National 
Day of Prayer.

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the National 
Day of Prayer, an annual observance held on the first 
Thursday of May, when people across the United States 
are encouraged to come together in prayer for the nation. 
Established by Congress in 1952, this day has become 
a meaningful tradition, uniting individuals, families, 
churches, and communities in seeking God’s guidance, 
wisdom, and blessing. 

The National Day of Prayer has deep roots in American 
history, dating back to 1775, when the Continental 
Congress first called for a day of prayer as the nation 
sought direction and unity. Today, it continues to serve as 
a reminder of the importance of turning to God in times of 
both challenge and gratitude. 

Valley Chapel’s gathering will be a simple and meaning-
ful time set aside to seek God together, lift up our nation, 
and glorify Him. All are welcome to attend—whether 
coming individually, with family, or as part of a group.

This local observance is part of a nationwide move-
ment, with prayer events taking place from coast to coast, 
bringing people from all backgrounds together in a spirit 
of humility, hope, 
and faith. 

We warmly invite 
anyone who would 
like to join us in 
prayer as we seek 
God for renew-
al, guidance, and 
blessing for our 
community and our 
country.

For more infor-
mation about the 
National Day of 
Prayer, visit nation-
aldayofprayer.org.

BOSTON — State Rep. Michael Soter (R-Bellingham) recently supported a $1.4 billion transportation infrastructure bond bill that will provide $300 million in funding to 
cities and towns under the Chapter 90 program, along with additional funding authorizations for other transportation infrastructure-related programs and projects across the state.

 
House Bill 5375, An Act financing long-term improvements to municipal roads and bridges, was given preliminary approval by the House of Representatives on April 15, 

passing on a vote of 155-0. The bill still requires Senate approval and the governor’s signature before it can take effect.
 
Soter noted that the House bill allocates $200 million in Chapter 90 funding for Fiscal Year 2027 using the program’s traditional weighted formula that is based on a community’s 

local road mileage (58.33 percent), population (20.83 percent), and employment levels (20.83 percent). An additional $100 million is being distributed based strictly on a commu-
nity’s local road mileage to help ensure that rural communities with smaller populations receive their fair share of state funding for maintaining their transportation infrastructure.

 
Established by the Legislature in 1973, the Chapter 90 program offers state funding assistance to cities and towns on a reimbursable basis to help maintain local transportation 

infrastructure, including roads, bridges and sidewalks. Representative Soter noted that the 8th Worcester District is slated to receive over $2.9M, with each towns allocations as 
follows:

 
Town Traditional Formula Road Miles Total FY27 Ch. 90
Bellingham $540,161.06 $306,407.66  $846,568.72
Blackstone $228,100.93  $135,947.22  $364,048.15
Millville $108,747.82  $74,034.01  $182,781.83
Medway $442,033.42  $268,501.29  $710,534.71
Uxbridge $532,884.93  $339,301.45  $872,186.38

 
 
Soter noted that in addition to the Chapter 90 appropriation, House Bill 5375 also contains funding for several other statewide 

transportation infrastructure initiatives, including:
 
$500 million for the bridge and pavement lifecycle asset management program;
$200 million for transportation capital projects;
$200 million for the Parkway Resilience Improvement and Safety Modernization (PRISM) program, which provides accelerated 

deferred maintenance, modernization, and safety improvements for multi-modal transportation infrastructure under the control of the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation; and

$200 million for the implementation of rail improvements, including the design and acquisition of commuter rail locomotives.
 
According to Soter, House Bill 5375 also increases funding authorizations for projects that were previously approved under the 

2022 transportation bond bill. Specifically, the House bill will increase funding for:
 
interstate and non-interstate federal highway system projects from $2.81 billion to $5.11 billion;
non-federally aided roadway and bridge projects, and the non-participating share of federally aided projects, 

from $1.27 billion to $2.07 billion;
municipal roadway pavement and surface condition improvements from $25 million to $90 million; and
the public realm improvement program from $10 million to $22 million, which supports grants to munici-

palities for improvements to sidewalks, streets and parking spaces to create additional capacity for pedestrians 
and cyclists.

 
House Bill 5375 now moves to the Senate for its consideration. 
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

MEET Benji
Looking for a fun, affectionate adventure buddy? Benji might be your guy! 
Benji is a young, handsome pup with a big heart and a playful personality. He’s social, affec-
tionate, and loves spending time with his people. One of his favorite things in the world 
is a squeaky toy—he’ll proudly carry it around and show it off. Whether he’s heading out 
for a walk, playing with toys, or settling in close for cuddles, Benji is happiest when he’s 
with his people.
Benji recently went on a field trip with one of our volunteers and had a great time ex-
ploring outside the shelter. He rode calmly in the car (even dozing off during the ride!), 
handled stairs with ease, and even enjoyed a bath—followed by some adorable post-bath 
zoomies. He loved strolling through the neighborhood and confidently exploring a home 
environment. Benji seems happiest when he’s out and about taking in the sights and 
smells around him. He’s a strong, enthusiastic walker who sometimes gets excited when 
he spots other dogs or interesting activity nearby.
Benji would thrive in an active home that can give him exercise, enrichment, and con-
tinued training. With guidance and lots of love, this sweet, goofy boy is ready to be an 
amazing companion.

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

Explore Prince Edward Island
This Summer or Fall

Explore Prince Edward Island This Summer or Fall
This two-bedroom cottage near Tignish provides sweeping 

views of the ocean, the beach, and the North Cape lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling, walking the beach, swimming in 
the warmer Gulf Stream waters, and exploring the community 
of Nail Pond and the many PEI attractions. Full Appliances. 
The cottage sleeps six comfortably. Weekly rent is only 

$1,100. Contact Scott, for more information at
603-254-5032, or scottm@plymouth.edu.

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Egrets Landing-31A - LIGHTHOUSE POINT 

CONDOMINIUMS -TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA
Oceanfront 2-bedroom condo.

Gated community with pool. Full Appliances.
Ocean views of ships and birds with a short walk to the beach.

Bookings Contact: Oceanfront Cottage Rentals. (800) 786-5889
https://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/rentals/egrets-landing-31a

72ND ANNUAL WINDHAM COUNTY 
4-H AUCTION & TAG SALE
326 Taft Pond Rd, Pomfret, CT

Join us for a great cause! All proceeds benefit the Windham County 4-H Foundation, Inc.,
sponsors of the Windham-Tolland 4-H Camp and Ragged Hill Woods Environmental Program

Over 4,000 sq ft of
household, garden, toys,
tools, linens, Christmas...

We have it all!

Friday, May 1
9 - 10:30 am $5 Early Bird Buy-In
10:30 am - 5 pm (free)

Saturday, May 2
9 am - 5 pm (free)

Preview @ 5 pm     Auction @ 6 pm
with Auctioneer Ernie Eldridge

FRIDAY come bid on a Cape Escape or a ride
on the Essex Steam Train

SATURDAY is sports night including 2 VIP Red
Sox Tickets for July 21, signed memorabilia
from the Bruins and much more!

A little bit of everything will be 
on the auction block.

 Restaurants, tourist attractions.
New & antique furniture & collectibles.

MAY 1  AND 2 , 2026
ST ND

Donated Items may be delivered to the lower level of the lodge at Camp April 15 - April 28
M-W-F: 9 am - 5 pm     Tue & Thurs: 9 am - 7 pm     Saturday:  9 am - 2 pm

contact info: 860-974-3379 or wc4hfounders@gmail.com

Soter supports state funding for 
municipal road and bridge repairs

Valley Chapel to 
hold second 
annual kid’s 

clothing giveaway 
and Family Fun Day

UXBRIDGE — Looking for kids’ clothing and 
a fun day out for the family? Come join us—you 
won’t want to miss it!

Valley Chapel is hosting a free Kids’ Clothing 
Giveaway on Saturday, May 23 from 11 a.m.–2 
p.m. at our Youth Center (130 Douglas Rd., 
Uxbridge).

Gently used kids’ clothing will be available at no 
cost, along with opcorn, hot dogs & refreshments, 
a bouncy house & inflatable obstacle course, 
games and activities for kids.

This isn’t just a giveaway—it’s a day full of fun 
for the whole family! Those who came to our last 
event absolutely loved it, and we can’t wait to do 
it again.

Bring your kids, invite your friends, and come 
enjoy a welcoming, joyful atmosphere while find-
ing great clothing for your children. We’ll even 
keep your kids entertained while you shop!

All items and activities are free. Guests are 
welcome to bring non-perishable food items to 
support People First, the Uxbridge food pantry. 
Donations are appreciated but not required to 
participate.

Everyone is welcome—no registration needed!
For more information, contact the church at 

508-278-2315, visit valleychapel.us, or find us on 
Facebook at facebook.com/VCUxbridge.

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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Editorial

A small 
bench with 

a big 
lesson

It is easy to think of elementary school 
as a place where the most important 
work happens quietly, in reading circles 
and math groups, in spelling lists and 
science experiments. Yet every so often, 
something happens in a classroom that 
reminds us learning is also about how to 
live together.

The new Buddy Bench at Northbridge 
Elementary School is one of those 
moments.

What began as a simple classroom les-
son in Mrs. Lisa Bristol’s second-grade 
class quickly turned into something larger. 
After learning how Buddy Benches help 
children who feel left out find someone 
to play with, the students recognized a 
need in their own school and decided to 
do something about it. They did not stop 
at noticing a problem. They took respon-
sibility for solving it.

That distinction matters.
Instead of waiting for adults to act, the 

students wrote letters to Principal Lorinda 
Allen explaining why the bench would 
help their classmates. They presented their 
idea directly. They conducted a survey. 
They analyzed results. They made graphs. 
They reached a conclusion supported by 
evidence. Then they shared their findings 
with the school community.

In short, they practiced citizenship.
We often talk about preparing young 

people for the future, but preparation does 
not happen all at once in high school civ-
ics classes or at graduation ceremonies. 
It begins much earlier, in moments like 
this, when students learn that their voices 
carry weight and their ideas can shape the 
places where they live and learn.

There is something especially powerful 
about the purpose behind this project. A 
Buddy Bench is not complicated. It does 
not require technology or large budgets or 
elaborate planning. Its value comes from 
a shared understanding: if someone is sit-
ting there, they are hoping to be included.

That is a lesson every community can 
appreciate.

Schools work best when they reflect the 
values families hope their children will 
carry forward. Kindness, awareness of 
others, and the confidence to step forward 
when something can be improved are not 
abstract goals. They are habits that grow 
through practice. By recognizing lone-
liness as something they could address 
together, these students demonstrated both 
empathy and initiative.

It is also worth noting that the adults in 
the building supported the process without 
taking it over. Principal Allen’s decision 
to ask the class to determine whether one 
bench or two would best serve the school 
turned the idea into a genuine learning 
experience. The result was not simply a 
new piece of playground furniture. It was 
a project shaped by research, collabora-
tion and thoughtful decision-making.

That kind of guidance helps students 
understand that their efforts are taken 
seriously.

Equally encouraging is the class’s plan 
to visit other classrooms and explain how 
the Buddy Bench works. Projects like 
this succeed when they become part of a 
shared culture rather than a single event. 
By teaching their peers how to use the 
bench, these students are helping ensure 
the idea continues long after the dedica-
tion ceremony ends.

Communities often measure progress 
through large initiatives and long-term 
planning. Those efforts are important. But 
sometimes progress begins with some-
thing much smaller and closer to home.

A bench on a playground cannot solve 
every problem. What it can do is remind 
students that no one should feel invisible, 
and that even second graders have the 
ability to make their school a better place.

That is a lesson worth sitting with.

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

OPINION

To the Editor:
A huge thank you to Mike Downing for his letter to the Editor 

on April 3! I know you speak for so many of us! Mr. Bev just 
loves to read his own thoughts, and he’s probably loving the 

sound of his own voice as well. 
Thank you again, Mike…I agree with every word you wrote.

Phyllis Kuik
Uxbridge

Downing speaks for many of us

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thoughts on Northbridge’s Spring Town Meeting

To the Editor:
For those who may remember this saying from the 1960’s: 

“If you are not part of the solution, you must be part of the 
problem.”

I wish to offer some thoughts and comments, on 
some of the ‘twenty-five’ Warrant articles that the 
Northbridge registered voters will Vote on for May 5 at the 
Spring Town Meeting. I will institutionalize my concerns 
to three which I and many others may have intense concerns on.  
Some of you may or may not have similar concerns?

‘Article#4 is the ‘$3,386,679 Prop #2 1/2 Override for the 
Northbridge Public Schools System. My ‘confidence’ is high 
that it should pass at the Spring Town Meeting. But at the ballot 
box, that is an ‘unknown tangent,’ in my opinion. One can only 
surmise that our town government will have a ‘comprehensive 
financial plan’ to quickly address the ever evolving challenging 
financial situation of the School District if it should not pass at 
the ballot box?

Northbridge is not alone in these challenges with school dis-
trict funding, maybe our town government and Town Manager 
could be at the ‘’tip of the spear’’ with other municipalities 
in the Blackstone Valley? To form an active comprehensive 
coalition with our state representatives, and to make sure the 
newly adopted ‘millionaires tax’ goes for roads and school 
funding?’ Plus also to seek a waiver on municipalities fund-
ing unfunded state school mandates if possible? Thus, an 
amendment attached to a must pass state supplemental budget 
appropriation? Plus seeking support from their state Board 
of Selectmen Association, Town Managers Association, and 
School Superintendents Association, and all the teachers’ 
unions in the state on this challenging endeavor?

Article #13: If approved by the registered voters, the sum of 
up to ‘$294,000 in ‘Community Preservation Funds’ to Habitat 
for Humanity for the construction of a single-family or duplex 
unit on the property identified as 1833 Quaker Street. If one is 
not aware community preservation funds are taxpayer funds 
that Northbridge taxpayers pay in addition to their property 
tax. It brings in close to almost $300,000 a year in additional 
revenue, which also increases moderately as property taxes go 
up? It is unknown if tenured Northbridge resident’s will have 
“absolute preference” for this housing program. Unknown 
if you have to be a native born US citizen. Plus, unknown if 
you have to live in Northbridge for a set length of time. Plus, 
how long can one own it before they can sell it? Plus, in these 
ever challenging economic times that have roots back to the 
President Nixon administration. Thus, where it is Northbridge 
taxpayers’ tax money being used, hopefully it will go to 
benefit a tenured Northbridge resident family? Some in our 
town government mention a lottery system, but unknown if 
those in the lottery system will be Northbridge residents only? 
 

Lastly is Article #22: To see if the town will vote 
to appropriate and transfer the sum of ‘$1,518,877 from 
the undesignated fund balance (free cash) for the purpose 
of providing additional funding for the planning, design, 
and construction of a Senior Center/Community Center on the 
site of the former Northbridge Elementary School at 44 Cross 
St.?

This is an interesting article, in my opinion, for those who 
were at the public information sessions at the Community 
Classroom at the Fire Station when this project was discussed in 
2025. The consultant which Northbridge taxpayers paid a good 
sum of money for advised us the  total cost would be $12.5 mil-
lion dollars, but just to add an extra cushion $13 million should 
be more than enough.  When I voted for this project, I did not 
see a disclaimer that $13 million was just a potential down 
payment, and conjecturally, millions more may be needed in the 
future to complete it? When the town says it is ‘free cash,’ it is 
still taxpayer money, just not new taxpayer generated revenue.  
Plus, why has the cost of the new Senior Community Center 
gone up $1.5 million?

In my opinion, there are other ways to fund this project 
—  Community Preservation Funds. The new facility is for 
senior recreation, and senior housing information at the Center, 
for Seniors. And along with making the outside a Senior Park 
and Pavilion. I believe there will be close to $350,000 in the 
CPA Account after the Spring Town Meeting, plus an additional 
$300,000, plus added yearly to the CPA account.  Plus, there’s 
a rumor of $600,000 in Planning Board Mitigation Funds from 
an over 55 development, on Church Street, that was going to be 
used as sidewalk improvements to walk to the Highland Street 
Senior Center? Which will no longer be located there, when the 
new one is built on Cross Street., $600,000 in added funds?  In 
a nutshell CPA funds would be utilized similar to how we are 
paying for Castle Hill Land purchase., of $1.2 million.

Then one may say if the new Senior Center is funded like 
this, what will the Town do with its ‘$1.5 million in ‘free cash?’ 
One suggestion may be to help fund the Schools if the Prop 
2 1/2   Override Fails at the ballot box? For those who have 
been following the situation the State may Financially Penalize 
the Town if certain funding amounts are not realized for the 
Northbridge School District by the town?

In closing, in these ever very challenging economic 
times, it may now be time to locate that wonderful poten-
tially misplaced doctrine of caring and thinking about 
the Northbridge taxpayer, in my opinion.    Some say it 
may have been conjecturally misplaced in an old file cab-
inet in the cellar of Town Hall, or somewhere over the 
historic Blackstone River rainbow maybe seven to eight years 
ago?

Sincerely,
Barry R. Gallant 

Whitinsville

To the Editor:
It’s the 250th anniversary of the glorious 1776! Let’s celebrate 

the year in which we declared our independence and instituted 
a federal Constitutional Republic! 

Are you are a Patriot in the tradition of the Patriots of the 
Revolutionary War?

When you see the American flag, snapping high on a pole, in 
all its red, white and blue glory, does your heart thrill? Does it 
make you glad that you live in America, with unlimited poten-
tial and brighter days ahead? Do you appreciate those who 
sacrificed their lives and their treasure to create this nation? Do 
you sing the national anthem, full throated, with no hesitation? 

Things may sometimes be tough, but we are better off than 
the rest of the world, and everyone knows it. And the world is 
jealous. Do you wish more people loved this country and tried 
to do the best for it, instead of always pointing out its flaws and 
never acknowledging the good? 

“Ask not what your country can do for you. Ask what you 
can do for your country.” Let’s consider what it meant to be a 
Patriot in 1776. 

It meant to rebel against the control and oppression of Britain 
(similar to our Deep State Swamp in Washington, D.C.).  
Loyalists were often wealthy merchants whose trade with 
Britain was most important. Loyalists made up 15- 20 percent 
of the population. Why, that’s the size of the Woke mob today! 

Yet, there were wealthy merchants like John Hancock who 
threw their support into the Patriot cause, risking all, their 
wealth, their status, and their privilege. They sacrificed. Many 
like Hancock lost their wealth during the Revolution. 

To be a Patriot meant to take a risk. It was treason. Britain 
wanted to hang John Adams, Sam Adams, John Hancock, and 
Dr. Joseph Warren.  

Have you seen Dr. Warren’s portrait at the Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts, painted by John Singleton Copley in 1765? It is 
magnificent.

Warren, clearly a gentleman, is seated with his hand on ana-
tomical drawings on a tea table covered with rich red velvet. 
Wearing a black coat with a pearly gray silk waistcoat, he looks 
confidently at the viewer with a kind expression. Viewing the 

painting, you want to know this man. Dr. Warren was a respect-
ed physician in Boston. In 1763, when the smallpox epidemic 
struck the city, Warren inoculated scores of patients, including 
John Adams. By the mid-1760’s, Warren had the largest medical 
practice in Boston.  He had a lot to lose. His career. His children. 
His life.

Warren was passionately opposed to the British Stamp Act 
of 1764 and the Sugar Act of 1765. He scolded the British 
in the newspapers and in speeches at Faneuil Hall. He deliv-
ered impassioned speeches on the anniversary of the Boston 
Massacre in 1772 and 1775.  He was a leader of the Boston Tea 
Party in 1773.  How the British hated him!

On April 18, 1775, it was Dr. Warren himself who dispatched 
Paul Revere and William Dawes to warn Hancock and Adams 
in Lexington that the British were coming. On April 19, after 
the shot heard round the world at the North Bridge in Concord, 
Warren joined the militia and attacked the column of British 
regulars on their retreat back to Boston. 

Warren was commissioned as a major-general in our fledgling 
army. Nevertheless, on June 17, 1775, he fought as a foot sol-
dier and, at age 34, was brutally killed by the British on Bunker 
Hill. They stripped him of his clothes and his Bible. Then they 
pierced him with their bayonets, violating their own rules of 
engagement.

Abigail Adams was heart-broken. She wrote to John: “Not all 
the havoc and devastation the British have made has wounded 
me like the death of Warren. We want him in the Senate; we 
want him in his profession; we want him in the field! We mourn 
for the citizen, the Senator, the physician and the warrior.”

Are you a Patriot? If so, say a prayer for his soul next time 
you salute the flag and place your hand upon your heart. As for 
me, I stand with the glory and the capabilities of this country and 
its people, its ingenuity, its work ethic, and its “let’s get it done” 
heart. If I cannot be a jet fighter pilot, I am happy to grease the 
wheels. 

Signed, a God-fearing, flag waving, American Patriot,   
Bev Gudanowski

Uxbridge

Are you a Patriot?

news@stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Friday price 4/17/26 was $4.85 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
Abolish ICE!  Free Palestine! U.S out of Iran!  Defund the Police!  
Like a fascist jukebox stuck in replay mode, Bev spun out debunked right-wing 

talking points all over last week’s Opinion pages.  Not once did she mention anything 
relevant to our lives, like the illegal war in Iran – a country that is no threat to us; the 
cost of gasoline — best estimates now say these prices will continue through the end of 
the year, regardless of any on-again-off-again peace deal…(If we ‘won’ the war, why 
are we negotiating a peace deal?); the illegal tariffs that raised the cost of everything we 
consume; the Epstein files - oh, she did insinuate that we shouldn’t believe all the accus-
ers, because women really do lie.  No mention of the fact that a foreign leader convinced 
our simpleton president to put American lives in harm’s way, so that we could end up 
with, by all accounts, the same treaty that Obama and John Kerry put together a decade 
ago, minus the billions in cost.  No mention of the insider trading, the Trump family 
crypto scam, or the whistleblower who just reported that Trump was using the Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts to enrich himself by charging patrons $1 million to sit 
in the box next to his, and $500,000 for other boxes!   No mention of “Jesus” Trump, 
or TrumpRx, which is just an exact copy of the already existing Good Rx, only like the 
Kennedy Center, with Trump’s name stuck on.  And what about the steep rise in drug 
prices, despite yet another of Trump’s unrealized promises.  Oh yeah, he “bought off 
more than he could chew.”

Instead, Bev ran out the deflections, a Republican favorite.  Colleges and universities 
accept money from China!  So what? This funding supports American institutions via 
research partnerships, licensing deals, and high tuition from international students.  She 
forgot to mention that over 150 countries, including Israel, have donated to American 
colleges and universities in just the last five years.

Next, we are supposed to get our panties in a knot over CodePink, a women-led, 
grassroots activist organization working to end U.S. warfare and imperialism, support 
peace and human rights, and redirect military spending toward social programs like 
healthcare and education. Founded in 2002 to oppose the Iraq War, it advocates for 
diplomacy and justice. I can understand why Bev would be against Code Pink.  No fas-
cist could ever live with supporting peace and human rights.  Neville Roy Singham does 
support CodePink, so what?   AIPAC supports pro-Israel policies through donations to 
American politicians, also known as ‘buying politicians.’  That’s what got us into this 
war with Iran.   Miriam Adelson, an Israeli-American billionaire, donated over $100 
million to Trump’s 2024 presidential campaign.  No problem with that Bev? 

 I guess if you are a fascist, you would welcome a Gestapo-like armed military force 
patrolling the streets – a federal force that will remain even after fulfilling Stephen 
Miller’s quest to deport at least 1 million immigrants every year – regardless of their 
legal status.  After all, America without immigrants would be…Navajo Nation?  How 
quickly we forget that we are all descendants of immigrants.  Liberals and progressives 
advocated for “defunding the police” primarily to reimagine public safety by reallocat-
ing police budgets toward social services, mental health care, housing, and education. 
Following the 2020 murder of George Floyd, the movement sought to end police 
brutality, reduce the militarization of police, and address perceived systemic racism in 
policing.   The objective wasn’t to take away the money – “defund the police” was a 
terrible choice of words - it was to re-allocate some of it to helping people., rather than 
killing them.  Bev knows this, but a good little fascist can always twist something into 
a negative.   

Bev then blames the dreaded and feared ‘they’ for everything that chafes her 
thighs.   Let’s see if I get this right:  ‘they’ “flood the country with violent sexual pred-
ators,” must be a reference to the 188 Christian & Republican leaders who have been 
accused of child abuse just this year; ‘they’ “don’t value our constitution” – must be 
a reference to Trump and the Republicans in Congress who incited the insurrection 
attempt to overthrow a free and fair election; “they’ are “corrupting the court system”, 
must be a reference to the Supreme Court Conservative who created an American king 
by declaring a president ‘above-the-law?;  “they” are  ‘destroying justice’ — must be 
a reference to the thousands of cases, including potential domestic terrorist threats, 
dropped by Trump’s DOJ so they could focus on MAGA’s favorite immigrants, and all 
the felons Trump pardoned so they didn’t have to repay their victims.  ‘They’ must also 
refer to Trump’s erasing the convictions of the most violent of the Oath Keepers and 
Proud Boys who participated in his insurrection attempt, so they can again own fire-
arms.  ‘They’ must be Trump’s DOJ being weaponized to launch frivolous cases against 
those who tried to hold him accountable for his multitude of crimes, and the same DOJ 
that is hell bent on protecting the Epstein pedophiles.  To quote Bev, “did you know”… 
that GOP stands for ‘Guardians of Pedophiles?’  

Finally, Bev says “they” want to destroy “our way of life!”   From what I can see, 

her ‘way of life’ is antithetical to everything America was founded on, and every one 
of Christ’s teachings.   She hates everyone that is different, or doesn’t agree with her 
parochial, archaic view - they are all ‘communists and socialists’.   She tries to hide 
her bigotry and racism under the cloak of religion.  The ‘freedom’ she longs for is the 
freedom to tell others what they can read, see, hear, believe and how they can live their 
lives.  Seems to me that ‘they’ is you and your party, Bev.  Unfortunately for her, the 
recent defeat of Orban (more on this later), and the inevitable defeat of Putin will usher 
in a new dawn of democracy and freedom around the world.  She, and the other anach-
ronistic, regressive, fascist bigots will become the detritus of Trump world - no one will 
ever remember that they existed.  

Flying an “Abolish ICE” flag is not antithetical to displaying blue ribbons for a fallen 
police office, no matter how hard Bev tries to spin it.  We all support the local police. 
ICE is a federal terrorist group made up of Proud Boys, Oath Keepers, right-wing 
militias, and people who failed the police exams.   We don’t want them roaming our 
communities armed to the teeth.  

Bev is all for voter ID, because, as defined, it would disenfranchise large segments 
of our population.  That’s the fascist thing to do.  Voter fraud was never an issue before 
thin-skinned infant Trump lost an election.  The States control their election processes, 
with enough safeguards that there has been no measurable voter fraud in our histo-
ry.  After seeing what Trump has done to justice and our elections so far, do you really 
want this Federal government controlling our votes?    By the way, a photo ID may 
work at a Taylor Swift concert, but is not acceptable as a proposed voter ID.  Despite 
Trump’s consistent crybaby refrain - it is illegal for noncitizens – including legal and 
illegal immigrants - to vote in federal or state elections in the United States. They can’t, 
and they don’t.

After the response from Catholics, Trump changed his story about the “Trump is 
Jesus” meme.  It was really “Trump is Doctor Christ!”  I know that my doctor always 
appears out of a cloud, wearing robes and carrying a glowing orb.  (I’m sure he can also 
walk on water, but I’ve never asked for a demo.)   JD Vance, a converted Catholic, just 
warned the Pope to be careful when talking about theology.  Vance told the Pope what 
he is allowed to say, and tried to school him on his own religious order.  All because 
the Pope had the temerity to stand for peace and humanity…just like CodePink!    In 
response, as of April 16, the Trump administration reportedly canceled an  $11 mil-
lion contract with Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Miami. This move defunds 
a program providing care and shelter for homeless migrant children.   It’s what Jesus 
would do.  Where is bible-thumping, god-fearing, radical Christian Bev on this?

After putting the Pope in his place, JD Vance went to Hungary to ask the Hungarian 
people to re-elect, as Prime Minister, Viktor Orban, a fascist dictator friend of 
Trump.  Trump even promised the Hungarian people that American would financially 
support Hungary if Orban were re-elected.  I guess all that money we can’t afford for 
health care could be better spent supporting a fellow dictator.  Orban’s regime was the 
role model for Project 2025, the writers of which spent time in Hungary, studying their 
subversion of democracy.  Despite Trump’s efforts, Orban lost.  His defeat is a victory 
for democracy around the world, and gives us renewed hope as we battle the scourge 
that is Trump.   

Fun facts:  While Vance was in Hungary, and Witkoff and Kushner – two real estate 
apartment renters – were ‘negotiating’ in Iran, Trump and Rubio were attending a mixed 
martial arts fight in Florida.  It’s all about priorities!  And, in an attempt to normalize 
Trump’s prodigious soda drinking habit, Dr. Oz claimed that diet soda kills cancer 
cells.  What else would you expect out of RFK Jr.’s Department of Health! 

Do you think the Beatles conjured Trump when they wrote “The Fool on the Hill?”
Rick Bevilacqua

Whitinsville

We say…

Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a 
daytime phone number for purposes of verification in order to be consid-
ered for publication. Only the author’s name and the town in which they 
reside will be published. Letters submitted without all of the required infor-
mation will not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may 
be rejected at any time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.



W H I T I N S V I L L E 
—  ValleyCAST, the arts 
and culture arm of Open 
Sky Community Services, 
has announced the win-
ners of its 13th Annual 
Art Palette Contest. Each 
year, local artists of all 
ages and abilities trans-
form ordinary wooden 
art palettes into original 
works of art. This year’s 
finished palettes, including 
the nine winners sporting 
their award ribbons, are on 
view in the Spaulding R. 
Aldrich Heritage Gallery 
at Alternatives’ Whitin 
Mill, 50 Douglas Rd., 
Whitinsville, until Friday 
April 17. Gallery hours are 
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 
p.m.

Cash prizes are awarded 
for first, second, and third 
place in three age cate-
gories. In the Child cate-
gory, Kayla Harney took 
first place for Starry Night, 

Eleanor Weldon second for 
“Gryfindor!” and Donovan 
Pilakas third for “A Day 
in the Life of a Cat.” In 
the Teen category, Michael 
Reeves-Hall placed first 
with “The Fall of Icarus,” 
Caroline Brown sec-
ond with coo, and Adelie 
Pilakas third with “Where 
It Begins.” Adult win-
ners were Brandon Drake, 
first place for “Franklin’s 
Journey Through Space 
and Time,” Bob Liberty 
second place for “Elf Owl 
and Friends,” and in third 
place Stephen Paulson for 
his untitled palette.

For more informa-
tion about the contest 
visit  openskycs.org/news-
events  or to see photos 
of the winning art pal-
ettes, visit  Facebook.com/
ValleyCAST. This event is 
sponsored by ValleyCAST, 
Jerry’s Artarama, and Open 
Sky Community Services.

  To learn more about 
ValleyCAST and/or Open 
Sky Community Services, 
visit openskycs.org.

 About ValleyCAST
ValleyCAST’s mission 

is to foster a creative and 
engaged community in the 
Historic Blackstone Valley 
that is inclusive and sup-
portive of all people with 
and without disabilities. 
ValleyCAST is the arts and 
culture arm of Open Sky 
Community Services.

About Open Sky 
Community Services: 
Open Sky Community 
Services has been helping 
individuals in our commu-
nity achieve more than they 
imagined possible for over 
50 years. The agency pro-
vides a wide range of ser-
vices throughout Central 
Massachusetts for children, 
adults and families with 
mental health challenges, 
intellectual and develop-

mental disabilities, sub-
stance use disorders, brain 
injury, homelessness and 
other complex challenges. 

Open Sky is committed 
to equity and belonging 
and promotes a trauma-in-
formed, whole-person care 

culture. For more infor-
mation, please visit  www.
openskycs.org.
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 East Brookfield 
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 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 
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MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Make 
Reservations 

for our 
Mothers’ 

Day Brunch

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
4/24  Jonny Taylor  

4/25  Missy’s Music Mix
5/1    Ryan Hood  

5/8    Tim Kay
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Member FDIC · NMLS #583135 1Homeowners insurance 
required. Subject to credit approval. Other terms, fees, and 
conditions may apply.

Local Mortgage Lending. Trusted Guidance.

Whether you’re buying your next home, building your 
dream house, or refinancing, UniBank’s local mortgage 

lenders are here to help.  

We’ll put our expertise to work for you – offering 
personalized guidance and making the mortgage 

process feel a little less overwhelming and a lot more 
approachable. From your first home to your forever 

home – we’re here to help.

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 
www.unibank.com

Let’s Connect! 
Visit unibank.mymortgage-online.
com or scan the QR code to 
connect with one of our trusted 
lenders today.

ValleyCAST announces winners of 
13th Annual Art Palette Contest



PALMER  — In the 
world of mountain biking, 
a frame is just metal and 
rubber until it’s seasoned 
by the trail and the sto-
ries of those who ride it. 
For Joseph Bolandrina 
of Athol (formerly of 
Douglas), a veteran (US 
Army) and former employ-
ee at Curaleaf in Oxford, 
his 2008 Santa Cruz 
Nomad was more than just 
a «senior» member of his 
mountainbike collection; 
it was a tool for building 
bridges.

Over the last six years, 
Bolandrina has men-
tored more than a dozen 
coworkers, encouraging 
them to trade pavement for 
dirt. When his colleague, 
Brandan Michon of Three 
Rivers, expressed interest 
in riding, Bolandrina didn’t 
hesitate to hand over the 
handlebars—to his super-
lative loaner.

However, on Nov. 23, 
2025, the gears of that 
friendship were put to 
the ultimate test. Michon 
called Bolandrina with the 
news every cyclist dread: 
The Nomad had been sto-
len from his property.

A 12-day pursuit
While the weight of 

the theft hung heavy on 
Michon, he refused to let 
the trail go cold. What fol-

lowed was a 12-day mas-
terclass in local resource-
fulness. Michon began a 
relentless investigation, 
scouring the neighborhood, 
interviewing local business 
owners, and knocking on 
doors.

The breakthrough came 
from an unlikely source of 

surveillance: a neighbor’s 
school bus. By reviewing 
the vehicle’s motion-sen-
sor footage, Michon was 
able to piece together the 
movements of the thief.

“Had it not been for 
the neighbors both next 
door and around town, to 
the local business own-

ers, strangers, and close 
ones,” Michon said, “this 
may have been 99 percent 
impossible.”

The power of “virtues 
and grit”

The recovery mission 
became a true community 
effort. Armed with footage 

and local intel, the Palmer 
Police Department was 
able to track down the sus-
pect and retrieve the bike.

The reunion took place 
Sunday, April 12, in a 
local parking lot. When 
Bolandrina arrived in his 
Jeep, he was met not just 
by Michon, but by a “wing-

man”—a friend who had 
stood by Michon through 
every hour of the search.

“I immediately stopped 
the Jeep and hopped out 
for a very hearty and 
grateful hug,” Bolandrina 
recalled. “It was an unbe-
lievable effort.”

More than a bike
The Santa Cruz Nomad 

returned home with a few 
“scars” from its journey—
the thief had added blue 
zip ties and swapped the 
hand grips—but the integ-
rity of the mountain bike 
remained.

For Joe Bolandrina and 
the Palmer community, 
the physical return of the 
bike is secondary to the 
social fabric it revealed. 
The “Artemis II journey” 
of the Nomad proved that a 
combination of community 
cooperation and individual 
tenacity can reverse even 
the most disheartening cir-
cumstances.

As the dust settles on this 
“moon-and-back” journey, 
the takeaway for the res-
idents of Palmer is clear: 
when neighbors look out 
for one another, the impos-
sible becomes reality. Or, 
as Joe Bolandrina sum-
marizes the experience: 
“Good Thoughts. Good 
Words. Good Deeds.”
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WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CUBIC FOOT
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” 4K HDTV Television ...$249.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

DELUXE
AIR FRY

GAS RANGE
Reg. $699.99

$749.99

SALE!GAS
GRILL
SALE!

BIKE SALE!
E-BIKES IN STOCK!

SPRING BIKE TUNE-UP: $49.99!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

A/C’s
PRE-

SEASON
SAVINGS!

Great Selection!

LIVING ROOM
   SALE

We are in the 
process of

selling out 
some Floor 
Samples!

Come check 
them out atBIGSAVINGS

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville • 508-234-8777

FREE REMOVAL • FREE DELIVERY
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. & FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

Our finest lines will include
 Names like  

La-z-boy, Craftmaster, Best,
Ashley and Lancer

The Nomad’s return: A local lesson
 in community and tenacity

Local students named 
to Emerson College 

Dean’s List 
BOSTON — The following students are named to Emerson College’s Dean’s List 

for the Fall 2025 semester. To make the Dean’s List, students must have a grade point 
average of 3.7 or higher for that semester.

Bethany Loach of Uxbridge
Julia Psuik of Uxbridge
Mckenna Smith of Uxbridge
Grace Linsley of Uxbridge
About Emerson College
Emerson College is uniquely dedicated to the arts and communication, educating and 

inspiring storytellers and artists to impact and advance creative industries and media 
throughout the world. Distinguished faculty spearhead a dynamic curriculum, and guide 
several thousand undergraduate students and 1,300 graduate students to exhibit an 
unyielding spirit of creativity, professionalism, and critical thought, to transform lives, 
and make a profound impact on our community and beyond.

Based in the world-class city of Boston, opposite the historic Boston Common and in 
the heart of the city’s Theater District, the College offers experiential learning programs 
in Boston and across the globe: at Emerson Los Angeles, located in Hollywood, at its 
14th-century castle, in the Netherlands, and at 28 global programs. Emersonians, includ-
ing 58,000+ alumni, shape industries, inspire change, and amplify voices that redefine 

our culture.
For more information, visit emerson.edu.Upton 

VFW 
summer 

flea 
markets 

begin 
May 9

      UPTON — The Upton Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post will begin its 
summer series of annual flea markets on 
May 9 at Post headquarters, 16 Milford 
St. (Route 140). They will continue the 
second Saturday of each month through 
October.  Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

         At this first event, the Upton 
Garden Club will participate as it does 
annually with the sale of plants and 
shrubs for spring planting.

         Flea market vendors  can rent 
spaces for $10 each. For an additional 
$5  each, tables can be provided by 
the Post.   Reservations are not needed 
although Post member David Kennedy 
can provide further information by con-
tacting  the  Upton VFW Facebook Page 
or calling him at 508-529-3314.

      Coffee and doughnuts are available 
through the morning, then hamburgers, 
chips and cold drinks  for lunch.  

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



WORCESTER — The Latin American 
Business Organization Inc. (LABO)  will 
host its Annual Latin American Business 
Expo on Saturday, April 25 from noon to 
4 p.m. at the DCU Center in Worcester. 
This dynamic event is free and open to the 
public, bringing together entrepreneurs, 
micro, small businesses, and the commu-
nity for a day of connection, opportunity, 
and celebration.

 
This year marks  11 years of impact 

since the first Latin American Business 
Expo launched in 2015, continuing a 
strong tradition of elevating small and 
minority-owned businesses across Central 
Massachusetts.

 
A platform for business growth and 

visibility
 
The Latin American Business Expo has 

become a key space where businesses gain 
exposure, build connections, and access 
new opportunities. Attendees can expect:

 
A diverse range of local and regional 

business exhibitors
Food tastings representing Latin 

American cultures
A Venture Pitch Competition supporting 

small business innovation
Networking opportunities with entrepre-

neurs, institutions, and community leaders
Family-friendly activities, entertain-

ment, raffles, and prizes
 
Come out. Discover. Support.
 
This is an opportunity to  meet local 

entrepreneurs, explore their products and 
services, and buy local. Not only are you 

supporting local businesses, you are also 
supporting the families behind them  and 
strengthening our local economy.

 
 
“For 11 years, LABO has been creating 

opportunities where they didn’t exist,” 
said Elizabeth Cruz, President of LABO.

 
“This Expo is more than an event, it is 

where businesses are seen, supported, and 
connected to opportunity,” added Cruz. 
“It represents our commitment to helping 
entrepreneurs grow, build, and contribute 
to Worcester’s economy.”

 
The Expo advances LABO’s mission to 

elevate underrepresented businesses and 
drive economic mobility through entre-
preneurship and workforce development.

 
Rooted in impact
 
Founded in 2015, LABO is a Worcester-

based 501(c)(3) nonprofit and an affiliate 
of the Worcester Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. The organization is dedicat-
ed to increasing economic prosperity for 
Latino-owned and underserved businesses 
through training, certification programs, 
and business development initiatives.

 
Today, LABO delivers  more than 

12 active programs and workshops in 
English, Spanish, and Portuguese, break-
ing language barriers and creating real 
access to opportunity for our communi-
ty. These include  youth entrepreneurship 
and leadership development programs, 
workforce training, supplier diversity cer-
tification, financial readiness, and indus-
try-recognized certifications, including the 
only Construction Supervisory License 
(CSL) training in Spanish in Worcester 
County and ServSafe certification offered 
in both Spanish and Portuguese.

 
 Get involved
 
The Latin American Business Expo 

is free to attend, with limited opportunities 
still available for vendors, sponsors, and 
community partners.

To register, become a vendor, or learn 
more, visit: www.labous.org.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO26P1135GD  

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
 of Guardian of a Minor

In the interests of
Amelia Coco Estes

of Uxbridge, MA  
Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed by on 04/06/2026 by 
Brandi J. Estes of Uxbridge, MA
will be held 05/01/2026 08:30 AM 
Guardianship of Minor Hearing 
Located Worcester Probate & Family 
Court
2. Response to Petition: You may 
respond by filing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing in person 
at the hearing. If you choose to file a 
written response, you need to: 
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at 
least five (5) business days before the 
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor 
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has 
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a 

parent of the minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding you have a 
right to be represented by an attorney. 
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof 
that you are indigent, an attorney will 
be assigned to you. Your request for an 
attorney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your case is 
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 
be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 
best interests.

ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen  (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice  must be made by the sheriff, 
constable, or other person appoved 
by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party. IT 
IS ORDERED that copies of this No-
tice and the Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor be served on 
the interested party by leaving at and 
mailing by regular first class mail to 
last and usual place of residence of the 

interested party at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the date of hearing listed 
above.
If the identity of whereabouts of an 
interested party is not known, IT IS 
FURTHER  ORDERED that copies of 
this Notice and Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
on all interested persons at least four-
teen (14)  days prior to the hearing 
date by mailing first class mail and by 
publishing a copy of the Order and No-
tice once in Webster Times, Webster  
publication to be at least Seven (7) 
days prior to the hearing date.
If required, service on the United 
States Veteran Administration and the 
Department of Children and Families 
may be accomplished by regular first 
class mail at least Seven (7) days prior 
to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date: April 7, 2026
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
April 24, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P1023EA 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: 
Joseph Paul Gulla

Date of Death: 02/24/2026 
To All persons interested in the 

above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Sarah C Tuffo of Franklin MA 
a  Will has been admitted to informal 
probate. 
Sarah C Tuffo of Franklin MA 
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
April 24, 2026

LEGALS
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Palm Harbor, 
Florida- Charles R. 
“Buzz” Barry Jr., 
87, of Palm Harbor, 
Florida, passed away 
peacefully at home on 
April 17, 2026, after 
a courageous bat-
tle with Pancreatic 

Adenocarcinoma. He is survived by his 
beloved wife of nearly 65 years, Patricia 
Jean (DiMarzio) Barry, whom he married 
on June 3, 1961.

Born on March 10, 1939, in Brockton, 
Massachusetts, Charles was the son of 
Charles Raymond Barry Sr. and Winifred 
(Campbell) Barry. He proudly volun-
teered to enlist in the United States Army 
in 1958, serving until 1960, including 
during the Korean War. He continued his 
service in the Army Reserves from 1960 
to 1964. Following his military service, 
Charles built a long and successful career 
with United Parcel Service (UPS), where 
he served as a Northeast Regional Labor 
Relations Manager.

Charles was a devoted family man who 
found his greatest joy in spending time 
with those he loved. He had a lifelong 
passion for sports, especially following 
the Boston Red Sox, and enjoyed watch-
ing golf as much as playing it. An avid 
golfer, he proudly achieved three hole-in-
ones over the years. He also loved travel-
ing, dining out, and starting each day with 
a crossword puzzle.

A man of deep faith, Charles was a 
member of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church and St. Patrick’s Parish and car-
ried a strong and enduring belief in God. 
He had a great appreciation for reading, 
particularly novels by James Patterson 
and Dan Brown, and enjoyed relaxing 
with television, including his favorite 
shows on Netflix and John Wayne mov-
ies. Known for his love of memorabilia 
and his gift for storytelling, Charles will 
be remembered for his warmth, gener-

osity, humor, and the 
way he brought people 
together.

Above all, Charles 
will be remembered 
for sincerely loving his 
family and his country.

In addition to his 
wife Patricia, he is sur-
vived by his children: John J. Barry and 
his partner Susan J. Achorn; Colleen M. 
Carse and her husband James; Julie A. 
Cray and her husband Brian; and Timothy 
P. Barry and his wife Kimberly. He also 
leaves behind his cherished grandchil-
dren: Elisabeth N. Carse, Maria C. Cray, 
and Jonathan B. Cray. Charles is further 
survived by his siblings, Winifred K. 
Pelton and her husband William, and 
Joseph Barry and his wife Sandra, along 
with many extended family members and 
dear friends.

His family takes comfort in the many 
memories they shared with him, whether 
it was watching a game, sharing a meal, 
or simply enjoying time together. His 
strength, love, and steady presence will 
remain with them always.

Family and friends are invited to attend 
calling hours on Sunday, April 26, from 
3:00 to 5:00 PM at Carr Funeral Home, 24 
Hill St, Whitinsville, MA 01588. A funer-
al Mass will be held on Monday, April 
27, at 11:00 AM at St. Patrick’s Church, 
1 Cross St, Whitinsville, MA 01588, fol-
lowed by a luncheon at Whitinsville Golf 
Club, 179 Fletcher St, Whitinsville, MA 
01588. A private burial will take place 
on Tuesday, April 28, at Massachusetts 
National Cemetery in Bourne.

The family thanks all who have offered 
their support and love during this time.

For those who wish, donations in 
Charles’ memory may be made to the 
American Cancer Society or Empath 
Suncoast Hospice. To share a memory 
or condolence with the family, please 
visit www.carrfuneralhome.com 

Charles R. “Buzz” Barry Jr., 87

Obituary

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge 
Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to obits@
stonebridgepress.news

cation that nurtures both academic excel-
lence and spiritual growth. By expanding 
access to its programs, the school contin-

ues to serve a diverse and growing com-
munity of learners throughout the region.

For more information about WCS 
Select, visit whitinsvillechristian.org/
wcs-select, or call the office of admissions 
at 508-372-3278.

WCS
continued from page  A1

 
Finally, Penny Welch, 

Assistant Chief Probation 
Officer, shared her story 
with the students. She start-
ed as a special education 
teacher and then worked 
for the Department of 
Corrections. She enjoyed 

both roles, so she essen-
tially took on a role that 
blended the two. She was 
a probation officer for six 
years and was promoted 
to Assistant Chief thereaf-
ter.   She explained that in 
order to be an Associate 
Probation Officer, no 
degree or exam is required. 
She indicated that one 
starts by getting a foot in 

the door in a support role. 
However, to become an 
Assistant Probation Officer 
(working with clients 
directly), you must take an 
exam and need  at least a 
Bachelor’s degree.

 
The students thorough-

ly enjoyed the visit and 
appreciated all of the infor-
mation provided.

VISIT
continued from page  A1

Latin American Business Expo 
returns to Worcester April 25, 

marking 11 years of impact



CHARLTON  — After 
a hiatus of several years, 
a cherished local tradi-
tion is making a decadent 
return. Sheila Ansley of 
P.E.O. Chapter R recent-
ly announced that the 
organization’s signa-
ture “Chocolate Sunday” is 
officially back on the cal-
endar, thanks to a dynam-
ic new partnership with 
Chapter AA.

The fundraiser—an after-
noon dedicated to sampling 
gourmet chocolate treats, 
coffee, and tea—was pre-
viously sidelined due to 
the intensive labor required 
for a single small group 
to manage. However, after 
Chapter R reached out to 
their sisters in Chapter AA, 
the two groups agreed to a 
joint venture. By splitting 
the workload, the chapters 
have found a sustainable 
way to bring the sweetness 
back to Charlton.

Event details
Date: Sunday, May 17

Time: 2 p.m.
Location:  The 

Performing Arts Center at 
The Overlook, Charlton

Mission:  All pro-
ceeds support the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood’s mission of 
providing life-changing 
educational opportuni-
ties and scholarships for 
women.

Contacts:  Sheila Ansley 
508-434-2649 or Elizabeth 
Pacek 508-829-4504

A season of sisterhood: 
Chapter R’s Active Winter

The revival of Chocolate 
Sunday comes on the heels 
of a busy winter for Chapter 
R. Despite a string of “his-
torically biting” tempera-
tures, members remained 
dedicated to their cultural 
and social calendar.

In December, mem-
bers braved one of the 
coldest nights of the 
year to tour the  “Winter 
Reimagined”  display 
at Tower Hill Botanic 

Garden. While the air was 
frigid, the spectacular light 
installations proved well 
worth the chill.

The momentum contin-
ued into January with two 
standout events:

Musical excel-
lence: Members attended a 
moving organ concert per-
formed by Amanda Mole, 

daughter of Jackie Mole. 
The performance offered 
a warm, soaring reprieve 
from the January frost.

Founders Day:  The 
group honored the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood’s 1869 roots at 
the Founders Day Program. 
Members «toughed out» 
the New England cold to 
enjoy a commemorative 

meal and program honor-
ing the seven women who 
started the organization 
over 150 years ago.

 
Looking ahead to spring
As the frost thaws, 

Chapter R is looking for-
ward to milder weather 
and continued community 
engagement. 

For over a century and a 
half, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
has focused on the inter-
section of friendship and 
philanthropy. Through 
various grants and STAR 
scholarships, they contin-
ue to help women reach 
their educational goals, one 
“Chocolate Sunday” at a 
time. 
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Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoSpringSpring

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling
Decks~ Kitchens  ~Bathrooms

 Door~ Bedrooms ~  Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.
Landscaping

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 
 Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds

 Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition 
Free Estimates  Fully Insured

Black 
Diamond
CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

Painting

FRESH COLOR PAINTING
YOUR VISION IN COLOR

SPRING 
PRESSURE WASHING

15% OFF if you respond
 before May 30th

Over 15 Years Experience
Local Owned, Operated and Insured

Call Today: 774-241-6399

Excavation
Septic system
Lot clearing 

Retaining walls
Driveway install
40,000 lb jack 

hammer 
Stump removal 
Hazardous tree 

removal
Seasoned firewood 

$300/cord
Complete Site Work
860-382-5071

AERIAL 
TREE 

SERVICE

TREE SERVICE

P.E.O. Chapters R and AA join forces to revive
 beloved “Chocolate Sunday” fundraiser



331 Main St.
(508) 476-2283
Hours of operation: 

Monday through Thursday, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Friday 9 
a.m.-noon

DAILY ACTIVITIES:  
All our daily activities are 
free of charge.

Monday: Painting 
class 9:45am to 11:45am, 
Balance & Strength 
Exercise 12pm, Mat yoga 
2pm

Tuesday: Walking club 
9am, Cribbage 9:00am, 
Lunch & Bingo 11:30am, 
Technology class 1pm 
(call to make an appt.), 
Line dancing 2pm

Wednesday: Balance 
& strength 10am, Darts 
11:30am, Mahjong 
12:45pm, Dominoes 1 to 
2:30pm

Thursday: Walking club 
9am, Chair Yoga 9:30am, 
Pitch 9:00am, Hand and 
Foot card game 12:30pm

Friday: Balance & 
strength 10am, Zumba 
11:30am 

 

Tuesday & Thursday 
lunch club, please call the 

Friday before to sign up. 
Lunch is $4.00 per person. 
If you would like to attend 
we offer free rides to and 
from the center and are 
willing to waive the lunch 
fee is necessary.

April Lunch Menu:
Tuesday 4/7: Scrambled 

eggs, home fries, sausage, 
English muffin & fruit

Thursday 4/9: Chicken 
salad sandwich, pasta salad 
& cupcakes (sign up by 
4/3)

Tuesday 4/14: Meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans & pie

Thursday 4/16: Swedish 
meatballs, egg noodles, 
carrots & brownie sundae 
(sign up by 4/9)

Tuesday 4/21: Chicken 
w/ cream sauce over pasta, 
garlic bread & pudding

Thursday 4/23: Grilled 
cheese sandwich, tomato 
soup & cake (sign up by 
4/16)

Tuesday 4/28: Meatball 
Panini, salad & fruit

Friday Shopping 
Schedule: Please call 48 
hours in advance to sched-
ule your ride. Grocery 
shopping pick up starts at 

9:30.
Hannaford: 4/24
Walmart: 4/3 & 4/24
Price Chopper: 4/10

APRIL EVENTS: 
Would you be interested in 
a Tai Chi class at the cen-
ter? Please call the center if 
you are interested. We are 
thinking of adding a class! 
The center will be closed 
on Monday April 20th, 
in observance of Patriot’s 
Day.

WELLNESS CLINIC 
DATES: Monday April 
6th & Tuesday April 28th. 
Clinic is open from 10 am 
to 12 pm.

Tuesday 4/28; 9:30 to 
10:30: Coffee Hour with 
the town administrator. 
Come in and meet the 
town administrator, if you 
have not already. Hear 
what Douglas is doing for 
the senior community, as 
well voice your opinion 
and ask questions. This 
event is sponsored by The 
Sunshine Club. Sign up 
4/24.

Thursday 4/29 @ 1:00: 
Wood carving class with 
Steve Berard. This is a two 

hour class and the cost is 
$5.00 per person. All sup-
plies will be supplied for 
you. Refreshments will be 
served. Sign up by 4/24.

Thursday 4/30 @ 12:00: 
Rainforest Reptiles will be 
here with special guest, 
Goose. Meet the monitor 
lizard that caught every-
one’s attention before he 
was rescued. We will learn 
about Goose, and many 

other reptiles that this orga-
nization has rescued and 
now houses. Refreshments 
will be served. Sign up by 
4/24.

May 7th Darci will be 
back doing hearing aid 
cleanings. She is at the cen-
ter from 10 to 11, please 
call the center to schedule 
your appointment with her.

PLEASE CALL (508) 
476-2283 TO SIGN UP 
FOR PROGRAMS & 
CLASSES

Check our website for 
events that may not be list-
ed here

h t t p s : / / w w w. d o u g -
l a s - m a . g o v / 2 0 2 /
A d u l t S o c i a l - C e n t e r -
Senior-Center
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

j j j j j j

Landon and Keira are a close-knit brother 
and sister who very much want to be adopted 

together. Their bond is strong, and they truly find 
comfort and confidence in one another. Keira is 
especially protective of Landon, often stepping 

into the role of encourager and cheerleader when 
he needs it most. 

Keira is outgoing, social, and comfortable 
expressing her thoughts and feelings. She has a 
lively personality, a witty sense of humor, and a 
slightly sarcastic edge that makes people laugh. 
Beneath that confidence, she has a genuinely 
soft and caring side. Keira has a bold, unique 

sense of fashion and fully embraces her style — 
from coordinating outfits to accessorizing with a 
trendy pocketbook and bright lipstick that makes 
her look pop. She loves shopping for clothes and 

expressing herself creatively through fashion. 
Keira’s interests are wide-ranging. She enjoys 

swimming, playing board games, reading, watching TV shows and movies, and bowling. She 
is talented in Tae Kwon Do and participates in therapeutic riding lessons. Always full of ideas, 
Keira hopes to explore music and dance lessons in the future. She attends a technical school 
and is considering focusing on fashion design or animal science — two areas that reflect both 
her creativity and her love for animals. 

Landon is a kind, loving, and thoughtful child with a big heart and a wonderful sense of hu-
mor. He enjoys making others laugh and often surprises people with his clever observations. 
Landon is naturally curious and loves to figure out how things work — whether it’s taking apart 
a concept in science, solving a tricky problem, or building something new. He is especially 
interested in science and engineering and thrives when he can work hands-on. 

Landon loves building with Legos, where he can spend hours designing detailed structures 
and experimenting with new ideas. He enjoys video games, particularly those that allow him to 
strategize, create, and problem-solve. Over the summer, he attended a Robotics Camp and a 
Minecraft camp, both of which allowed him to combine creativity with technology. He enjoyed 
collaborating with peers, learning coding basics, and seeing his ideas come to life. 

In addition to his technical interests, Landon enjoys spending time outdoors and benefits 
from opportunities to stay active. He appreciates one-on-one attention and thrives with encour-
agement and positive reinforcement. Landon does best in environments where his curiosity is 
nurtured and where he feels supported as he explores new interests. 

Together, Landon and Keira are bright, engaging, and full of potential. They bring laughter, 
creativity, determination, and heart into every space they enter. 

https://www.mareinc.org/recruitment-group/23373776781 
Can I Adopt?             

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your heart, you may be a perfect 
match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’thave to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and home visits to determine if adop-
tion is right for you. These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. To 
learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange 
(MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Keira and Landon 
Age 16 ,15 

Registration 9050 9019 

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(774)200-7308

Home of the Northbridge Senior Center

The following events will take place at 
Plummer Place, Home of the Northbridge 
Senior Center.   We are located at 20 
Highland Street in Whitinsville.  Telephon
e:  (508) 234-2002.  Northbridge residents 
have priority for all programming and 
events.  Please call the main office to sign 
up for special events and programs, so we 
can plan accordingly.

Medical Drivers
We are in  need of  medical  drivers  for 

out-of-town  medical  appointments.   This 
is a very important service that we provide 
for seniors who cannot drive themselves 
to their  medical  appointments.   If you 
are interested  and  can spare any time, it 
would be most appreciated.   Drivers  are 
reimbursed for their mileage.   For more 
information, please call the main office.

Regular Programs:
Meditation with Kelly
Every Thursday morning at 9:30am
Book Club:
3rd Wednesday at 10:30am
Please call Kelly to find out what book 

we are reading.
Brew Crew: 
First Wednesday at 9:30am
NOTE:  NO meeting on May 6th
Dull Men’s Club:
4th Tuesday at 9:30am
Tuesday, April 28th
Guest: Kevin Barry:   A Career of 

Courage and Public Service with the 
Marines and the State Police

Scrabble:
Monday, April 27th at 9:30am
Women’s Collective:

2nd Thursday at 10:00am
Please call Amy for more information.
Writing Your Way
2nd and 4th Thursdays at 2:00pm
Please call Lori for more information.

Special Events and Programs:
Music Concert with Tom and Andy
Wednesday, April 29th
1:00pm-2:00pm
“Tom and Andy” is a guitar and percus-

sion duo who take seniors on an interac-
tive musical journey from 1929 through 
the 1970s and includes standards, oldies, 
classics, country and good old American 
Rock n’ Roll.   Come on down and enjoy 
some tunes!   Sign up in the main office.  
Northbridge residents have priority.

Mother’s Day Tea
Wednesday, May 6th
1pm - 2pm
Deborah Sampson — A Farm Girl on 

the Front Lines!
Janet Parnes is back to teach us the 

secrets and strategies of a young woman 
who hoodwinked the Continental Army 
with her principled deception.   A special 
thank you to the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, Atria Senior Living, Unibank 
and Hawk Hill Orchard for  helping to 
sponsor this event.   Hats and fancy attire 
are welcomed, but not necessary.   Space 
is limited.   Sign up in the main office.  
Northbridge residents have priority.  This 
program is sponsored in part by a grant 
from the Northbridge Cultural Council, 
a local agency which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency.  

Douglas Adult Social Center

Plummer Place

Country Music Club to 
hold dances

UXBRIDGE — The New England Country Music Club will hold a dance with live, 
classic country music on Sunday, April 26 with “Angela West & Showdown” and on 
May 3 with the “Rhode Island Rednecks” at the Uxbridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin 
St., Uxbridge. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., music 1-5 p.m. Admission charge, cash bar, 
and snacks are allowed.

REGION — Webster 
Five announced  that  it 
committed more than 
$390,000  in 2025 to sup-
port Worcester-based orga-
nizations through a range 
of community investments, 
reinforcing the Bank’s 
ongoing commitment to 
corporate social responsi-
bility and local impact.  

The Bank’s support 
spans organizations 
addressing a variety  of 
community needs, includ-
ing housing stability, youth 
development, economic 
opportunity  and access to 
essential resources. 

“At Webster Five, we 
don’t take a one-size-fits-
all approach to communi-
ty investment,” said Brian 
Westerlind, President and 
CEO, Webster Five.  “By 
supporting a range of 
initiatives, we’re able to 
help these organizations 
meet diverse needs across 
Worcester and contribute 
to stronger outcomes over 
time.” 

Webster Five’s multi-
year community invest-
ments include: 

Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance 
(CMHA)  –  $100,000 

over two years to support 
construction  of the orga-
nization’s Day Resource 
Center, which will pro-
vide essential services 
for unhoused individuals, 
including housing naviga-
tion, employment resourc-
es  and access to daily 
necessities.  

YMCA of Central 
Massachusetts  – $100,000 
over five years to sup-
port development of 
the Greendale Family 
Branch’s Youth Innovation 
and Learning Development 
Hub, expanding access to 
educational tools, recre-
ational activities and social 
development programs for 
area youth. 

Worcester Regional 
Strategic Opportunities 
Foundation – $75,000 over 
three years to the Linda 
Salem Pervier Permanent 
Restricted Fund, an initia-
tive advancing  long-term 
economic development 
and workforce initiatives 
throughout the region. 

Worcester Community 
Action Council (WCAC) – 
$30,000 annually to sup-
port the Fuel Assistance 
Program, providing heat-
ing assistance  for local 

families in need during the 
winter months. 

Worcester Jewish 
Community Center 
(JCC)  – $50,000 over 
four years to fund facil-
ity improvements and 
enhance the organization’s 
ability to serve the growing 
Worcester community. 

United Way of Central 
Massachusetts  – $35,000 
in matching funds for 
employee donations as 
part of Webster Five’s 
annual employee giving 
campaign, supporting a 
range of local programs 
that advance education, 
financial stability and basic 
needs across the Central 
Massachusetts community. 

About Webster Five  
Established in 1868, 

Webster Five offers con-
sumers, businesses  and 
nonprofits not only a wide 
range of products and ser-
vices but also stability and 
community support that 
can’t  be matched by their 
larger counterparts. To 
learn more about Webster 
Five, visit web5.com. 

Webster Five commits 
$390,000 to support 

Worcester community 
initiatives
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

JUST SOLD!!!

CHARLTON
50 Old Spencer Rd.

$525,000

DUDLEY
10 Dave's Way

$465,000

*New 2400 sq. ft. Colonial *Quality Hardwood Floors
*2.5 Baths * Central Air * 2 Car Garage

*Rough Plumbing for a 3rd  Bath 
* Quartz Counter-8’ Center Island
*1st Floor Office *Farmers Porch 

Overlooking Natural Wooded Setting 
* Agent Incentives

 * Weekly Open Houses or by Appointment

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 7 ACRES LOT!!
Buyer Incenties Available

126/128 Old Southbridge Rd $700’s

17 Gray Rd $409,000 28-A Chilmark $339,000

TEMPLETON WORCESTER

*3 BR *1 Acre Lot 
*Potential for Family Room 

* New Roof, 200 amp Electric, 
New Driveway

*1.5 Baths
 * Attached Multi-Level

*2 BR *100+ sq. ft

Jo-Ann Szymczak
Let’s Talk Real Estate

May 9th •11am
Booklovers Gourmet, 

Webster
FREE CLASS- 

Real Estate Title 5 * Staging 
*Solar *Home Inspections 

*Contracts
 *Homes for Heroes Program

*Landlord Tenant Info
Registrations Sugggested 
Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!
Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

SORRY, SOLD!

Tucked away on Coop-
er Rd. Webster Lake with 
access at Lakeside beach/
boat ramp. 3rd of 4 homes 
being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of 
living area, 7 rms, 4 brs, 
2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, 
wood flooring throughout 
with ceramic tyle baths. 
Spacious main BR Suite 
w/ walk-in closet, and pri-
vate full bathr, double sink 
vanity, finished lower level 
walk-out w/ slider. Central 
AC, garage 

 $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic Views across 
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till 
sunset! View the lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent 
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW 
Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.      $ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!
On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

ESTATE SALE ~ REHAB PROPERTY BEING SOLD AS IS ~ ONE 
LEVEL RANCH HOME w/980 SF, Eat-in Kitchen, Living Rm, 3 
BR, 1 Bath, Full, unfinished basement w/walkout access. 
FHW Baseboard Oil Heat, ~ In need of a septic system. Slop-
ing back yard with views of the Quinebaug River.     $ 210,000.

Dudley-108 Southbridge Rd 
Featured Listing!

Sprawling fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre level, w/24’x24’ 
2 car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
el,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplaces w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. 
Open floor plan kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors,   $525,000

Featured Listing ~ New To Market! 
Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

SORRY, SOLD!

Buying or Selling a home? 
Every move is a new 

beginning! Let me help you 
navigate the path through 

your next  journey…. 

  Bob Berk REALTOR
Re/Max Vision 
Worcester MA
508-367-9226

bobberkrealtor@gmail.com
Call for a free market analysis!

SRES

REAL ESTATE

LEICESTER — 
The  Massasoit Art 
Guild  will present its 
Spring Small Works Art 
and Photography Show 
from April 30 through May 
27 at the  Leicester Public 
Library, offering visitors 
a chance to view a wide 
range of compact-format 
artwork created by guild 
members from across the 
region.

The members-only exhi-
bition will feature original 
pieces limited to a maxi-
mum size of 12 by 14 inch-

es, measured by outside 
frame dimensions. Artists 
may submit up to two 
entries each. Organizers 
said the smaller format 
encourages experimenta-
tion and accessibility while 
allowing a broad range of 
styles and media to be dis-
played in a shared commu-
nity setting.

The show will be judged 
as a single category rather 
than divided by medium. 
Awards will be presented 
for first, second and third 
place, along with an hon-

orary mention. A People’s 
Choice selection will also 
be recognized. Ribbon 
prizes will be awarded to 
winners.

Artwork drop-off and 
check-in is scheduled 
for Thursday, April 30, 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in 
the library’s ground-floor 
Community Room. Later 
that day, the guild will host 
a public meet-and-greet 
reception with participat-
ing artists from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. in the same loca-
tion. Organizers encourage 

all participating artists to 
attend the reception to con-
nect with visitors and fel-
low exhibitors.

The exhibition will 
remain on display during 
regular library hours 
through May 27. Pick-up 
for submitted artwork is 
scheduled for Thursday, 
May 28, from 9:30 
to 11 a.m., again in the 
Community Room.

Registration for the show 
opened Feb. 22 and con-
tinues through April 15, 
or until available space is 

filled. Advance registration 
is required, and artists must 
complete the entry process 
through the guild’s website.

Guild representatives 
said the annual small 
works exhibition provides 
an opportunity for artists to 
present new material while 
also introducing local audi-
ences to the range of talent 
within the organization. 
The show is designed to 
be approachable for both 
established artists and 
newer members interested 
in exhibiting their work 

publicly.
Support for the exhibition 

is provided in part through 
a grant from the  Spencer 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council.

Additional information 
about show rules and regis-
tration is available through 
the Massasoit Art Guild 
website. Questions may 
also be directed to the orga-
nization by email at  mas-
sasoitartguild@gmail.com.

Massasoit Art Guild announces Spring 
Small Works show at Leicester Public Library
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Thank You to our Customers, Community and Generations 
of Families who have Trusted Soper Construction.

Celebrating 65 years
Septic System Specialists      Water & Sewer Tie-ins

Title V Inspections
Your Local Experts In: Excavation, Foundation,

 Land Clearing, Site Development 
& Trenchless Excavation

Residential & Commercial Services

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 

Scan QR to 
Learn More ... 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 

Scan QR to 
Learn More ... 

www.hiresoper.com ~ (508)765-9003

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 

Scan QR to 
Learn More ... 

UniQue Checking.
Designed Around Your Life.

Our new UniQue Checking accounts make banking feel effortless. With 
two custom crafted accounts, you’re able to choose the benefits that fit 

your lifestyle. Prefer an enhanced experience? Step up to our UniQue Plus 
Checking for even more rewards, access, and value.

Select the checking account that fits 
your goals. Apply online or visit any 
branch to get started.

Experience a UniQue way to bank.

Member FDIC | NMLS #583135 | 800.578.4270
49 Church Street, Whitinsville, MA 01588


