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Political Advertisement

Have you noticed? We’re working hard  to bring you more local news.

From Kamangu to Charlton: The rise of a 
national champion & nursing powerhouse

Local veteran to share 
submarine tales of the ‘60s

Charlton Fire Department 
responds to fatal motor

vehicle crash on Route 20Spring into reading with Friends of JHPL Spring Book Sale!

BRIMFIELD — Hitchcock’s Brown Bag Speaker 
Series continues on April 15 with local veteran Richard 
“Denny” Denniston who will share personal stories of 
his service on the USS George Washington.

The talk will begin at 12:30 p.m., following an option-
al lunch at noon. Reservations are required for the talk 
($10) as well as the lunch (an additional $10 if ordering 
through Hitchcock; bagged lunches may also be brought 
in). The talk will run approximately one hour, with addi-
tional time reserved for questions and discussion.

The USS George Washington (SSBN-598), the third 
United States Navy ship to bear that name in honor of 
Founding Father George Washington, was the first to be 
purpose-built as a deterrent force. Starting with his path 
to enlisting, Denniston will share stories that touch on 
training, camaraderie, and Navy life above and below 
the surface, discussing how his service impacted his life 
and influenced his unwavering patriotism.

Originally from Michigan, Denniston joined the Navy 
at 19 and subsequently served on three submarines, 
including three 67-day patrols on the USS George 
Washington. He went on to earn a degree in education, 
serving as a grammar school principal for the majority 
of his 37-year career in Western Massachusetts, ulti-
mately settling with his wife and children in Brimfield 
in 1976. Denny served as a Veterans Grave Officer for 
Brimfield Cemetery for twelve years, and enjoys weekly 
gatherings at the Apple Barn as a member of The Old 
Car Guys. He credits growing up near the Motor City as 
key to instilling his early love of cars.

The Brown Bag Speaker Series is presented with sup-
port from the Shirley Frye Memorial Fund.

For more information, visit www.hitchcockacademy.
org. Hitchcock Academy is a community center located 
at 2 Brookfield Rd. in Brimfield, serving the community 
with educational, recreational, and cultural program-
ming.

CHARLTON — The 
journey of a thousand miles 
began in the classrooms 
of Moi Girls Kamangu 
High School in Kenya. For 
Loise Ngigi, LPN, of South 
Grafton, her recent success 
in passing the NCLEX-PN 
is not just a local achieve-
ment; it is the culmination of 
a dream that crossed oceans 
and decades. Passing the 
NCLEX-PN is a spectacular 
peak and is the final jewel 
in a crown already heavy 
with academic and clinical 
honors.

The foundation of excel-
lence

Long before she was a 
standout student at Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy, 
Ngigi was a student at 
the prestigious Moi Girls 
Kamangu High School. It 

was there, during her 2009–
2012 tenure, that the seeds 
of her "three pillars"—dis-
cipline, sacrifice, and con-
sistency—were first planted. 
The rigorous academic envi-
ronment of one of Kenya’s 
notable girls' schools pro-
vided the grit necessary 
for her to later navigate the 
American healthcare system.

"The discipline I learned 
in Kenya stayed with me," 
Ngigi reflected. "It’s what 
allowed me to keep going 
even when the road got dif-
ficult here in Massachusetts."

Bridging two worlds
Ngigi’s transition from 

a high school graduate in 
Kenya to a nationally-ranked 
nursing professional in the 
United States is a narra-
tive of relentless ambition. 
After arriving in the U.S., 

she began her career from 
the ground up, starting as a 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) in 2017.

Her recent clinical success 
is a far cry from her early 
days in South Grafton, but 
it mirrors the high standards 
expected of a Moi Girls 
Kamangu alumna and suc-
cess with the rigorous prac-
tical nursing program at Bay 
Path.

Ngigi’s time at Bay Path 
will be remembered as one 
of the most decorated ten-
ures in the program’s history. 
Far from being a "typical" 
student, Ngigi emerged as a 
clinical leader, culminating 
in her being named the MVA 
Post-Secondary Student of 
the Year.

Her competitive spirit took 
her all the way to the national 
stage, where she served as 
a State Gold Medalist and 
eventually ranked 6th in 

the Nation as a SkillsUSA 
National Champion in First 
Aid/CPR. These accolades, 
combined with her induction 
into the National Technical 
Honor Society, mark her as 
a premier talent in the next 
generation of American nurs-
es.

While maintaining a gru-
eling study schedule, Ngigi 
remained a constant force 
in the community. Whether 
she was coordinating Scrubs 
Donations, leading the 
UNICEF Club as an officer, 
or organizing Flower Bulb 
distributions via Achilles 
Agway, her impact was felt 
far beyond the classroom.

Her clinical footprint in 
the region is equally vast. 
Ngigi was a frequent face at 
the Charlton Senior Center 
Blood Pressure Clinic, pro-
vided on-site medical care 
for the Shepherd Hill Show 
Choir, and volunteered for 

CHARLTON — The 
Charlton Fire Department 
responded Tuesday morning 
to a crash on Route 20 that 
left one individual dead and 
another seriously injured.

On Tuesday, March 31, at 
approximately 7:45 a.m., the 
Charlton Fire Department 
was called to Route 20 near 
the Sturbridge town line for a 
report of a two-vehicle crash.

Engine 1, Ambulance 1, 
Ambulance 2, Car 1 and 
Car 2 responded.

The driver of one of the 
vehicles was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The driv-
er of the other vehicle was 
treated on scene for serious 
injuries by Charlton Fire 
Department Paramedics.

Paramedics requested 
assistance from a LifeFlight 
helicopter, and transport-

ed the driver by ambu-
lance to the State Police 
Barracks in Charlton, where 
the driver was transferred 
to LifeFlight. That driver 
was then flown to UMass 
Memorial Hospital with 
injuries that are not believed 
to be life-threatening.

The crash remains 
under investigation by 
State Police Detectives 
assigned to the Worcester 
County District Attorney’s 
Office, the Charlton Police 
Department, State Police 
Crime Scene Services, State 
Police Collision Analysis 
& Reconstruction Section 
(CARS), and the Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner.

The Charlton Fire 
Department offers its heart-
felt condolences to the family 
of the deceased individual.

STURBRIDGE — Spring 
into reading with the Friends 
of JHPL Spring Book Sale 
Saturday, April 11, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Discover an array of 
books at irresistible pric-
es and help support local 
library programs. Whether 
you're on the hunt for 
beloved children's tales, 
delicious cookbooks, capti-
vating mysteries, or unex-
pected treasures, you'll find 
something to spark your 
imagination.

Browse through a wide 
selection of gently used 
books, as well as special 
like-new titles. Every pur-
chase goes beyond your 
bookshelf—proceeds bene-
fit library programs, muse-
um passes, and services that 
the town budget simply can't 

cover. Your support makes a 
lasting impact on our com-
munity.

Get a head start for the 
best picks! Bring along a 
tote bag and fill it with liter-
ary gems. We gladly accept 
cash and Venmo, and our 
friendly volunteers are ready 
to help you.

Don’t miss it! Invite 
friends, spread the word, 
and drop by to shop for a 
great cause. Every book you 
buy helps our library thrive.

Joshua Hyde Public 
Library welcomes you at 
306 Main St., Sturbridge. 
The sale will be held in the 
Meeting Room and outdoors 
next to Sturbridge Common, 
weather permitting. Come 
join the excitement and cel-
ebrate the joy of reading!

routine health screenings at 
local high schools. Even her 
festive side shone through as 
she coordinated the PN Class 
of 2025 Holiday Party, prov-
ing her ability to lead and 
organize in any environment.

The specialized clinician
Ngigi didn’t just meet the 

requirements for nursing; 
she exceeded them through a 
relentless pursuit of special-
ized certifications. During 
her time at Bay Path, she 
became:

• Certified in Dementia 
Care & Mental Health First 
Aid

• Trained in "Stop The 
Bleed" and Domestic 
Violence advocacy

• Certified in Generative 
AI Tools through the MA/

RI League for Nursing 
(MARILN)

This diverse toolkit 
was supported by presti-
gious grants, including the 
MassHire Grant and P.E.O. 
Chapter N Support, acknowl-
edging her potential as a 
future leader in healthcare.

A triumphant return to 
study

The road to her LPN 
license was marked by 
moments of "silent" strug-
gle. Following a previous 
setback that she admits led 
her to "shut off" for a period 
to regroup, she returned to 
her studies with a focus that 
would have made her former 
teachers in Kamangu and 
nursing instructors at Bay 
Path proud.

"I did a lot of case studies 
and their rationales," Ngigi 
shared. "At times, I would 
study with John (also a Bay 
Path grad LPN), whenever 
he was free for motivation." 
That motivation paid off  
when she received the news 
she had worked months to 
hear: NCLEX-PN Passed.

An inspiration for the next 
generation

While the NCLEX is a 
professional milestone, 
for Ngigi’s family, it was 
a moment of pure inspira-
tion. Her 10-year-old twins, 
Sean and Sheelah, watched 
their mother balance full-
time work in Lancaster and 
Sturbridge with the intense 
demands of nursing school.

"They were so excited," 
Ngigi remarked. "They 
thought I was becoming a 
doctor."

As she weighs her future 
options—whether to con-
tinue her specialized work 
in rehabilitation or pursue 
further clinical leadership—
Ngigi remains a shining 
example for international stu-
dents and healthcare workers 
alike. From the green hills 
of Kamangu to the clinical 
corridors of Massachusetts, 
her story proves that with 
enough consistency, no goal 
is out of reach.

Courtesy Photo

Loise Ngigi



SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Community Center; 153 
Chestnut St., Southbridge, is excited to present Magic by George. 
This multi-generational presentation and parents and grandparents 
are encouraged to bring their children and grandchildren to enjoy 
this fun-filled afternoon. All are welcome to join.

With exciting magic, nonstop audience participation, and 
laugh‑out‑loud family‑friendly humor, Magic by George will do 
the trick! George’s fun-filled performances keep audiences of all 
ages on the edge of their seats. Whether young or old, everyone is 

guaranteed to have an amazing time.
George travels across Massachusetts and throughout New 

England performing for audiences large and small, sharing his 
unique blend of astonishing illusions and upbeat comedic energy. 
His talent and showmanship have earned him widespread recog-
nition, including appearances on the CBS Early Show, Sesame 
Street’s “Fun to Be One” celebration, and recurring performances 
at Universal Studios’ CityWalk. His reputation for excellence has 
also earned George some of the highest honors in the world of 
magic. In addition to receiving multiple awards, he has been voted 
“Boston’s Favorite Family Entertainer” two years in a row by The 
Boston Parents’ Paper.

Magic by George will be demonstrating his skills on Monday, 
April 23 at noon at the Southbridge Community Center. All ages 
are welcome. This fun and exciting program is supported by a grant 
from the Southbridge Cultural Council, a local agency funded by 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

The Southbridge Community Center and Senior Center is a 
multi-functional facility providing social and recreational oppor-
tunities for all citizens of Southbridge and the local area. We hope 
to see you soon.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 508- 248-
5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Summer worship is 
9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill Road, 
248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org,
 Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford St.  248-
7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., Fiskdale 
(508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 am, 12 
noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 pm.  Daily 
Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri and Sat 7:30 am
•Elm Street Congregational Church, 
61 Elm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550
Phone:  508-764-8085 • Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light
•Faith Baptist Church, 
515 Dennison Drive, Southbridge
 Phone number 508-764-6132,
 Worship Service:  Sunday 10::00 a.m.
•  St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-7862, 
www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 
p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 
a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England District 
Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, snedag.org, Office 
hours Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main Street - 
Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, Ma 01507, Pastor 
Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
 Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of Sturbridge and
 Fiskdale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 
345 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
•Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell
•St. John Paul II Parish
279 Hamilton St., Southbridge
Rev. Carlos Ardila, Pastor
Weekend services Saturday 4 p.m.,
 Sunday 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and noon
Weekday masses 8:30 &  8:45 a.m., St. Mary’s Church 
(508) 765-3701

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.......................................................Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)
For library hours please check

 www.charltonlibrary.org
Police Department (248-2250)

Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday.................... 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.....(800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
.................................................. (508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
.................. (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School........... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................. (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School
.................. (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486

Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463

Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451

Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00
WALES: 413-245-9808

Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 
Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 will 

be our last open Saturday until Labor 
Day) Sunday: Closed  

Friends of Sturbridge Trails
announces spring events

Southbridge Community Center 
presents Magic by George

Troop 163 to host
fundraising waffle dinner

Sturbridge Affordable Housing 
Trust seeks input through survey

STURBRIDGE — The Friends of Sturbridge Trails releases its list 
of free spring events for 2026, including:

Monday, April 13, there will be a table at the Host during Town 
elections to promote trails and projects. Stop by during your vote 
and ask your questions about the trail program and our future plans.  
Elections run from 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., and our table will be staffed 
from that period.

Saturday, April 18 is our annual Earth Day trail clean up event 8 
a.m. to noon, any time you can help, meet at Riverlands, 52 Stallion 
Hill Rd. to start.

Saturday, April 25 is Celebrate Trails Day, sponsored by the 
National Rails to Trails Org. We are planning a hike on the GTT start-
ing at 9 a.m. from 9 River Rd.  Come join us to learn about the Grand 
Trunk Trails history, and the plans for trail completion. Handicapped 
accessible, and child friendly, dogs on six-foot leash OK.

Monday, April 27, 7 p.m.: Annual town meeting – Please attend 
and exercise your right to vote on town budget and more!

Saturday & Sunday, May 9 & 10, FrOST will have a information 
booth at OSV at their "move" weekend. This is part of a month-long 
event of OSV where they have invited area businesses & groups in 
the focus area of Eat, Move, Work & Play, each week a focus, Display 
will include trail construction tools, and a xxx bike. OSV entrance fee.

Saturday May 30, at 10 a.m., our “Yoga on the Trails” returns, 
Join Jen Songer for a short walk along the Arbutus trail to the field 
and enjoy an all-levels yoga session. 10 a.m., meet at the Leadmine 
trail parking lot, 10 Old Sturbridge Village rd.  Bring your mat and a 
water bottle.

The Friends of Sturbridge trails can offer these events free of 
charge as we are a member supported 501(c)3 non-profit. Please 
consider joining us with your membership that start at just $15. Please 
visit us at www.treksturbridge.oeg click about, >Friends of Sturbridge 
trails.  While you are there check out the rest of our web page and 
events. Email us at Froststurbridge@gmail.com.

STURBRIDGE — Troop 163 will hold a fundraiser waffle 
dinner on Saturday, April 11 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, 345 Main St. in Sturbridge. Waffles, top-
pings, and sausages will be served, and gluten-free waffles 
will be available. No tickets are required—pay what you can. 
There will also be a silent auction with themed baskets, and 
Bluey and Bingo will be there for photos.

Troop 163 is a Scouting America troop for girls ages 
11-17. The troop is based in Sturbridge but has members 
across southern Worcester County. Please email troop163stur-
bridge@gmail.com with any questions.

STURBRIDGE — The Sturbridge Affordable Housing 
Trust (SAHT) is leading the development of a new Housing 
Production Plan (HPP) to update its 2021–2026 Housing 
Production Plan and guide the Town’s future housing strate-
gy. The updated HPP will include current data and analysis 
on demographic trends and housing conditions, identify 
priority housing needs, and recommend strategies to address 
them.

Community engagement is a central part of this process. 
The SAHT will offer multiple opportunities for residents to 
share input on local housing challenges, goals, and priorities. 
As part of this effort, the SAHT is conducting a Community 
Housing Survey to gather additional feedback. The survey is 
designed to be brief and easy to complete, taking only a few 
minutes of your time.

To participate in the survey, visit the town Web site, stur-
bridge.gov, and click the link under the News tab on the main 
page.



STURBRIDGE 
— The Publick 
House Historic Inn 
and Restaurant will 
host another of its 
community din-
ners on Monday, 
May 18, this time 
benefiting St. 
Michael Romanian 
Orthodox Church in 
Southbridge.

These dinners are 
part of the Publick 
House’s ongoing 
effort to support local 
organizations. A por-
tion of each ticket 

sold will go directly 
to the church.

“We’re grateful to 
be included in this 
program,” said event 
organizer Spiro 
Thomo. “It’s a sim-
ple way for people to 
come together, enjoy 
a good meal, and 
support the church at 
the same time.”

Two seatings are 
available: 4:30–6 
p.m. and 6:30–8 
p.m. The buffet 
menu includes 
oven-roasted turkey, 

cornbread-sausage 
stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, butternut 
squash, and cranber-
ry sauce.

Tickets are $18 
for adults and $5 for 
children ages four to 
11. All tickets must 
be purchased in 
advance—no sales 
at the door. The 
deadline is Friday, 

May 15.
For tickets or 

information, con-
tact Spiro Thomo 
at 774-200-8043, or 
by email to spirotho-
mo@gmail .com. 
Payment is by cash 
or check made pay-
able to The Publick 
House.

The mission of St. 
Michael Romanian 

Orthodox Church 
is to experience the 
grace of God and to 
share it with others.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

SPRING
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$375
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

WINDOWS

Kokos Machine Co 
-Liquidation Sale 

Machinery,Tools, 
Materials, Equipment, 
Shop Bench,Desks, 
Cabinets, Parts And 

Accessories,Steel Etc.

Visit us at
 75 Oxford Ave

Dudley MA 01571
Sale Stars 
April 17 -18

 9-AM To 2 PM 
Contact Rich At 

508-735-6904

Winding Down for Retirement
Have you heard the news??? After 39 years in business (and 
being 39 years older than when we started) one notices that 
there is now a shorter distance left to travel on life’s jour-
ney than the distance that has already been traversed. That 
thinking led us to the decision to wind down our business 
during the first quarter of this year so we can retire. 
Moving forward we will be open limited hours in order to 
make available lots of Super-Budget-Friendly deals on our 
remaining Windows, Exterior Doors, Patio Doors, Lock-
sets, Interior Doors, Storm Doors, Skylights, Wood Cas-
ings, Baseboards and Handrails, as well as our fully func-
tioning, beautiful Kitchen Cabinet, Window and Door 
Displays. As an example, we have dozens of decorative 
ThermaTru Exterior doors under $999!!! 

Check out all the items in our Bargain Bay at 
www.affordablewindows.com. 

Come visit us on our Bargain Bay Saturdays coming up 
on April 11th, 18th, and 25th from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. where 
the deals can’t be beat! 
Just remember it’s first come-first serve while they last! 
We appreciate you and thank you for your patronage over 
the years. 
Sincerely, Andrea and Morgan,

AFFORDABLE WINDOWS & DOORS CO., INC.

MOST SOLD AT 65% OFF

Thank You!
NEW LIMITED HOURS: 

Sat. April 11th, 18th & 25th 
9 AM - 2 PM 

(508)892-9292

Gateway Players brings “Charlotte’s Web” to life with youth production

Burgess third graders kick off 
Sturbridge celebration of America 250

St. Michael Romanian Orthodox Church 
benefit turkey dinner coming May 18

Bring your favorite book 
to life with Wales Library

SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway 
Players Theatre in Southbridge pres-
ents the children’s production of 
“Charlotte’s Web.” Adapted by Joseph 
Robinette. Based on the book by E.B. 
White.  Performance dates are May 1 
and 2 at 7 p.m., May 3 at 2 p.m., and 
May 8 and 9 at 7 p.m. The performanc-
es are held at Fellowship Hall of Elm 
Street Congregational Church, 61 Elm 
St. in Southbridge. Entrance is on Park 
Street (around the corner). Directed 
by Lou-Ellen Corkum, Produced by 

Stephanie Ruggiere.  Presented by 
permission through special arrange-
ment with Dramatic Publishing.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $15 
for seniors and youth under 18. Tickets 
may be reserved by calling Gateway at 
508-764-4531. Online credit card tick-
et sales are available at

The Children’s Literature 
Association named this “the best 
American children’s book of the 
past two hundred years,” and Joseph 
Robinette, working with the advice 

of E.B. White, has created a play that 
captures this work in a thrilling and 
utterly practical theatrical presenta-
tion. The costumes and unit set may 
be simple or as colorful and elabo-
rate as you wish; it’s the story and 
relationships that make the show. All 
the enchanting characters are here: 
Wilbur, the irresistible young pig who 
desperately wants to avoid the butch-
er; Fern, a girl who understands what 
animals say to each other; Templeton, 
the gluttonous rat who can occasion-

ally be talked into a good deed; the 
Zuckerman family; the Arables; and, 
most of all, the extraordinary spider, 
Charlotte, who proves to be “a true 
friend and a good writer.” Determined 
to save Wilbur, Charlotte begins her 
campaign with the “miracle” of her 
web in which she writes, “Some pig.” 
It’s the beginning of a victorious cam-
paign which ultimately ends with the 
now-safe Wilbur doing what is most 
important to Charlotte.

STURBRIDGE — One-hundred 
and twenty “Happy Birthday 
America” cards created by Burgess 
Elementary School third graders are 
now hanging in the Senior Center. 
This project was developed in collab-
oration with the Sturbridge America 
250th Anniversary Committee, 
established in January 2025. In the 
coming months, residents and visi-
tors will enjoy a number of commu-
nity programs created by and coordi-
nated with this Committee.

Expect to see special commemo-
rative banners featuring an historical 
flag posted on poles along Routes 
20 and 131. Look for programs 
focusing on the history of America 
at the Joshua Hyde Public Library, 
and from the Sturbridge Historical 
Society. Old Sturbridge Village is 
hosting Revolutionary Game Nights 
at the Ox & Yoke Café. Participants 
will have the chance to win priz-
es such as special event tickets, 
Village crafts, and more! Check out 
“Revolutionary Bingo” March 27 

and May 29 and “Revolutionary 
Trivia” Feb. 27, April 24, and June 
26. For more information about 
these events and the many other 
new 250th events that the Village 
will be hosting, go to: osv.org.

Additional events sponsored by 
the Committee include an essay 
program for Grade 5 students 
titled “What Does America Mean 
to You?” with an option for stu-
dents to voluntarily submit essays 
to a Town-wide recognition contest. 
Local restaurants will participate in 
a “Taste of Sturbridge” event during 
March and April featuring patriot-
ic-themed offerings. Opacum Land 
Trust will incorporate Sturbridge 
historical landmarks into its April 
2026 Vacation Scavenger Hunt. 
Also planned for May at the Senior 
Center are a tree planting and the 
burying of a time capsule

Events will culminate in May 
and June. A Family Fun Day on 
May 16 features a Children’s Bike 
Decorating and Parade, followed 

with activities on the Common 
including: a Mini Big-Top Circus, 
face painting, T-shirt decorat-
ing, yard games, potato sack and 
3-legged races, music and more. A 
hot dog cart will also be available. 
The Committee’s signature event 
will be held on June 27, 2026 and 
will feature a parade along Route 
20 and Route 131, followed by a 
community festival on the Town 
Common. More information on 
these events will be forthcoming.

Volunteer recruitment and com-
munity engagement have been 
central to the Committee’s work. 
The Committee extends its appre-
ciation to all residents, volunteers, 
nonprofit organizations, and local 
businesses supporting the America 
250th Anniversary celebration. If 
you are interested in participating in 
either/both the Family Fun Day and 
the Parade, or simply wish to find 
more information, please contact the 
Sturbridge250 Committee by email 
at Sturbridge250@gmail.com.

WALES — Wales Library patrons of 
all ages are welcome to join the library 
friends in the USA 250 anniversary 
parade on June 13 in Brimfield.

Bring your favorite book, by an 
American author, to life!

Costume creation sessions will take 
place at the Wales Library 77 Main 
St., Wales, on April 21, 22 & 23, 
2:30-4 p.m. Please register to join us 
by calling 413 245-9072.

Anyone wanting to dress up as 
a favorite character or decorate a 
stroller… are also welcome to do so 
on your own and join the parade with 
us.



While older generations 
worry about having enough 
money for retirement, many 
Gen Z workers aren’t even 
starting to save. Research in 
2025 by Edward Jones and 
Morning Consult shows that 
nearly half haven’t begun set-
ting money aside for their gold-
en years, and only 22 percent 
are contributing to a workplace 
retirement plan.

The culprit is a perfect storm 
of financial pressures that can 
make saving for the future feel 
impossible.

One of the biggest challenges this generation faces is debt. 
High-interest credit card balances and persistent student 
loan payments leave many feeling they’re just trying to stay 
afloat, rather than planning decades ahead.

The cost of living doesn’t help either. Nearly 60 percent 
of Gen Z renters are considered “rent-burdened,” spend-
ing more than 30 percent of their pre-tax income on rent, 
according to a StreetEasy analysis of U.S. Census Bureau 
data. Rising prices driven by inflation and tariffs squeeze 
budgets further, moving retirement savings down the prior-
ity list.

The nature of work has also changed. Gen Z is more 
likely than previous generations to hold gig jobs, contract 
positions or other flexible work arrangements that often 
don’t include employer retirement plans, according to Pew 
Research. Even when plans are available, only 22 percent 
participate. Feeling overwhelmed by jargon, confused by 
investment choices or focusing only on today’s experiences 
and technology can all delay participation. These early gaps 
may lead to catch-up needs later in life.

Unfortunately, Gen Z has little faith in the retirement 
safety net. Only about a third of Gen Z-ers say they believe 
Social Security will still exist when they retire, according to 
the latest information from the CATO Institute.

Fortunately, there are steps Gen Z can take now to get 
their retirement savings off to a good start:

• Start small: Even a few 
dollars per paycheck builds a 
savings habit and gets com-
pounding interest working in 
their favor. Early momentum 
matters more than starting big.

• Let compounding do its 
work: Small, consistent contri-
butions can grow dramatical-
ly over time, especially when 
they have decades to accumu-
late.

• Use a workplace retire-
ment account: For anyone with 
access to a plan, enroll and 

contribute at least enough to receive any employer match. 
It’s one of the few forms of “free money” available.

• Open an IRA: If no plan is available through work, take 
charge by opening an individual retirement account (IRA).

• Simplify investing: If the choices feel confusing, con-
sider options such as a target date fund, which reduces 
complexity and helps keep you properly invested without 
needing expert advice.

• Use found money: Direct tax refunds, bonuses, or gig 
income into retirement savings to boost progress without 
straining the monthly budget.

• Automate contributions: Automatic transfers make sav-
ing effortless. Review this annually and increase contribu-
tions as income grows.

• Build confidence: If investing feels overwhelming, look 
for quick financial education resources from an employer, 
plan provider, or reputable nonprofit organization. Even a 
little knowledge can make decisions easier.

The path to retirement doesn’t require perfection — just 
progress. Building consistency early helps create choices, 
security, and financial breathing room later in life.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor in 
Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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A local achievement that 
speaks to something larger

Every community benefits from stories that 
remind us what determination looks like in 
real life. The recent success of South Grafton 
resident Loise Ngigi in passing the NCLEX-
PN exam is one of those stories. It is personal, 
certainly. But it also reflects something broad-
er about the strength of our local schools, the 
importance of healthcare training, and the 
quiet persistence that shapes many lives in 
our region.

Becoming a licensed practical nurse is not 
a simple milestone. It requires discipline, long 
hours of study, clinical preparation, and the 
ability to balance work and family responsi-
bilities. For many adult learners, it also means 
rebuilding confidence after setbacks. That 
journey is rarely visible to the public, yet it is 
one that deserves recognition.

Ngigi’s path began thousands of miles away 
in Kenya, and continued through years of 
work in Massachusetts as a certified nursing 
assistant before entering the Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy. Stories like hers remind us 
how often the healthcare system depends on 
people who bring experience, resilience, and 
global perspective into local practice.

Communities such as Southbridge, Charlton, 
and Sturbridge rely heavily on nurses at every 
level of care. Licensed practical nurses are 
often the professionals patients see most fre-
quently. They monitor recovery, provide daily 
support, and serve as steady presences in reha-
bilitation centers, clinics, and longterm care 
facilities. Their work is essential, especially as 
the region continues to face ongoing staffing 
challenges across healthcare settings.

Training programs like Bay Path’s practical 
nursing academy play a critical role in meet-
ing those needs. They create pathways into 
stable careers while strengthening the local 
workforce at the same time. When graduates 
succeed, the benefits ripple outward. Patients 
receive better care. Employers gain skilled 
professionals. Families gain stability.

What stands out especially in this story is 
not only academic achievement but commu-
nity involvement. Volunteer work at blood 
pressure clinics, school health screenings, 
and student activities reflects a commitment 
to service that extends beyond coursework. 
Those efforts strengthen the very communi-
ties where future nurses will practice. 

There is also something meaningful about 
the example set for young people watching at 
home. Balancing employment, education, and 
family responsibilities requires persistence 
that children notice, even if they do not fully 
understand it at the time. Seeing a parent con-
tinue learning sends a powerful message about 
what is possible through effort and patience.

In a region where many residents are pursu-
ing second careers or returning to school later 
in life, stories like this one resonate widely. 
They reflect a shared reality. Education does 
not always follow a straight timeline. Progress 
often comes step by step, sometimes after set-
backs, sometimes after years of preparation.

Healthcare careers, in particular, depend 
on that kind of determination. They are built 
on steady learning and practical skill, but 
also on empathy and reliability. Communities 
benefit when individuals bring those qualities 
forward.

Local success stories are easy to overlook 
in a busy week. Yet they matter. They remind 
us that workforce development, community 
service, and education are not abstract ideas. 
They are lived experiences unfolding in class-
rooms, clinics, and households across our 
towns.

Achievements like this one are worth rec-
ognizing not only for what they represent 
individually, but for what they say about the 
strength and promise of the communities 
around us.

I’ll be for Aube

Bruce Menin has my vote for Charlton Select Board

Sturbridge deserves a Selectman with a proven record

I’m proud to be running for re-election

To the Editor:
I have known Anthony Aube for a couple of years now, 

and I can honestly say I have never met anyone who works 
harder. His guiding principle is, if you are going to take a 
job, then do it right and that's how he operates for everything 
in his life. I could not have been more thrilled when he won 
the one-year DCRSD School Committee seat last year. And 
after seeing the dedication and hard work he has put into 
that position, my expectations for him have been exceeded. 
I am delighted to give him my full support in his run for 

the three-year DCRSD School Committee seat in our May 2 
Charlton town election.

His philosophy about learning, his experience in munic-
ipal government, his leadership skills, and now his prov-
en abilities at problem solving, saving money and school 
improvement combine to make a very strong candidate. 
Please join me in voting for Anthony Aube for the three-year 
DCRSD School Committee seat.

Pat Stockwell
Charlton

To the Editor:
In the two years I have known Bruce Menin, I find myself 

simply wanting to spend more time in conversation with 
him. In every interaction, he is thoughtful, kind, openmind-
ed, and has this desire to listen to every word you’re saying 
and engage in deep conversations. He enjoys talking about 
writing and theatre yet really enjoys digging into ways 
to give back to his community and how groups can come 
together to make improvements.

Bruce has a wealth of experience in public service, sitting 
on various committees and commissions in previous towns 
and now in our town. He does not shy away from engaging 
in conversations from different points of view and his goal 
is solely focused on finding solutions.

I strongly endorse Bruce Menin for Select Board.

Laurel Hemmer
Charlton

To the Editor:
I'm proud to be running for re-election as your Selectperson.
For nearly 40 years, Sturbridge has been my home, and serving 

this community has been one of the greatest honors of my life. 
From my time as a firefighter, EMT and SAFE Coordinator, to 
my 20 years with the Park & Recreation Committee, and now as 
your Selectperson since 2023, I've been committed to showing up, 
working hard, and doing what is best for our town.

I've experienced Sturbridge as a resident, parent, and a town 
employee. Those perspectives continue to guide the decisions I 
make on your behalf every day.

This past January brought the unexpected loss of my husband, 

Rich, who shared that same commitment to Sturbridge. He served 
on several town boards and as chair of the 250th Anniversary 
Committee. I know how much it meant to him for me to serve this 
community, and I carry that with me every day. Continuing this 
work is not only an honor, it's a way to carry forward the commit-
ment we both shared to this town we love.

I'm proud of what I've accomplished, and I would be grateful 
for your vote so I can continue serving Sturbridge with dedication, 
experience, and heart.

With gratitude,
MaryLou Volpe

Sturbridge

To the Editor:
Sturbridge deserves a Select Board member with a proven record 

of community service and a clear vision for what comes next — and 
I am humbly asking for the chance to be that person.

My approach is simple: service, transparency, and smart growth 
guided by fiscal discipline. My wife Michele, a proud Tantasqua 
graduate, and I chose Sturbridge to raise our three sons. That per-
sonal investment in future generations is exactly why I'm running.

As Chair of the Recreation Committee, and Vice Chair and 
Recreation Liaison on the Community Preservation Committee, I've 
been a consistent advocate for our fields and open spaces — always 
in a fiscally responsible way. I've also served on the Cable Advisory 
Committee and coached and volunteered with youth soccer, base-
ball, and basketball — always working to make sure every kid has 
a positive experience that keeps them coming back year after year.

For more than 20 years, my professional roles as a teacher, prin-
cipal, and Director of Technology have instilled a deep commitment 
to efficiency, accountability, and making smart, data-driven invest-
ments — principles I will bring to every Select Board decision.

This isn't about politics — it's about making sure local govern-
ment actually works for the people it serves. The question I hear 

most from neighbors is: Where are my tax dollars going — and 
how do I find out what's happening in town? Residents deserve 
clear answers. That means a cleaner, more useful town website, 
plain-language budget summaries, and easier ways for residents to 
watch meetings, get involved, and stay informed.

I have spent years building relationships through town commit-
tees, youth programs, and community service — and what I've 
learned is that the best outcomes happen when we work together. 
With significant commercial development along Route 20 and 
critical water infrastructure upgrades on the horizon, now is exactly 
the time for steady, forward-thinking leadership focused on our 
long-term fiscal health and the kind of community we all want 
Sturbridge to be.

To learn more about my campaign, visit www.kadion.org. I would 
be honored to earn your trust — and to help build a Sturbridge that 
truly works for everyone who calls it home.

Election Day is Monday, April 13. Polls are open from 6:30 a.m. to 
8 p.m. at the Sturbridge Host Hotel, 366 Main Street. Absentee and 
early voting is available now at the Town Clerk's Office, 308 Main St.

Kadion Phillips
Sturbridge

Risks threatening Gen Z’s retirement 
— and how to tackle them

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus
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The comfort of a familiar hardware store
There are some places in a 

Massachusetts town that do 
more than sell things.

A hardware store is one of 
them.

I stopped into ours the 
other afternoon looking for 
a replacement washer for a 
leaky outdoor spigot. It was 
not a complicated job. At 
least I hoped it was not. I 
stood in the aisle longer than 
I care to admit, holding two 
nearly identical little pack-
ages and trying to decide 
which one looked more 
trustworthy.

Before I could make the 
wrong choice, someone I rec-
ognized from town stepped 
around the corner and asked 
what I was working on. Not 
a clerk. Not someone wear-
ing a name tag. Just anoth-
er neighbor who had clear-
ly solved the same problem 
once or twice.

That is how these places 
work.

You go in for a small 
repair and come out with 
advice, conversation, and 
sometimes a better under-
standing of how many other 
people in town are fixing 
the very same thing you are 
fixing that week. A loose 
hinge. A storm door closer. 
A stubborn lawn mower bolt 
that refuses to cooperate.

When I was growing up, 
hardware stores were part 
classroom, part meeting 
place, and part supply depot. 
The shelves were tall. The 
floors creaked. Somewhere 
near the counter there was 
always a bulletin board with 
handwritten notices about 
yard sales, lost cats, and 
community suppers.

Nobody hurried you.
If you asked where some-

thing was, the answer was 
rarely just a direction. It 
was usually a short story 
about how to install it cor-
rectly and what mistake to 
avoid the first time around. 

Sometimes you left knowing 
more than you planned to 
learn that day.

That still happens.
There is something reas-

suring about walking into 
a place where the people 
behind the counter under-
stand not only what you 
need, but where you live and 
what kind of house you prob-
ably have. Older colonial. 
Mid century ranch. Cape 
with a drafty back hallway 
that always seems colder 
than the rest of the house in 
February.

Advice changes depending 
on those things.

In larger stores, everything 
is bigger. Brighter lights. 
Wider aisles. More choic-
es than anyone really needs. 
There is nothing wrong with 
that. Sometimes you need 
those places. Still, there 
is a different feeling when 
someone hands you exactly 
the right size screw without 
checking a computer.

It feels like being known.
I noticed something else 

that afternoon while I waited 
at the counter. Two teenagers 
came in looking for sand-
paper for a school project. 
An older couple asked about 
furnace filters. Someone else 
needed a length of rope and 
could not remember how 
thick it should be.

Nobody seemed out of 
place.

A hardware store wel-
comes beginners and experts 
the same way. It assumes 
you are trying to fix some-
thing and that trying counts 

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along

Main Street

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Monday price 4/6/26 was $5.20 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

42 Central St, Southbridge MA
(508) 764-7415 | www.Cormiers.com

WE BUY GOLD
Trusted with

Appraisals, Custom
Design, Repairs, and

more since 1947!

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Member SIPC

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Retirement happens whether you're ready 
or not. Ready is better.
Let's review your strategy.

> edwardjones.comMKT-5894O-A AECSPAD

Community 
    Connection

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

508-764-0555508-764-0555

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Celebrating 20+ Years in Business

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

for a lot. That is a generous atti-
tude for any place to have.

Communities depend on loca-
tions like that more than we 
realize. Not because of what 
they sell, but because of how 
they connect people who might 

not otherwise speak to each 
other on an ordinary weekday 
afternoon.

You go in for a washer and 
leave with a short conversation 
about the weather, the garden, or 
whether it is finally time to put 

the snow shovels away for good.
I am never entirely sure how 

long I have been standing there 
when that happens.

But I always leave feeling like 
the town is still working the way 
it is supposed to.

    

        

 
 

The Town Committee invites you 
to celebrate the 

Nation’s 250th Anniversary 
at the many eateries in the 

Town of Sturbridge 
during March and April! 

                
                              
Call for a reservation for lunch or dinner at the following restaurants: 
 
 Avellino’s    Cedar Street Grille   Publick House 
 Sturbridge Seafood Porterhouse Steak   Angelina’s 
 Kaizen Sushi Bar   Condesa    Applebee’s 
 Gido’s    Teddy G’s    Kahula 
 BT Smokehouse  Thai Place    Uno’s 
 
Early Riser?  Have breakfast at: 
 
 Annie’s   Churchill’s    Table 3 Café 
 Cracker Barrel  Panera     Little Rest Stop 
 
Love buffets?  Stop at:     
 
 Isha Bhabu   Empire Village 
 
For wonderful coffees & lunch or snacks be sure to visit: 
  
 Sturbridge Coffee House    Sawdust Coffee House 
 
Feel like pizza?  Plan to go to: 
  
 Enrico’s Pizza Napoli’s     Sturbridge Pizza  Village Pizza 
 
Don’t forget to visit our local breweries with yummy bites: 
 
 Rapscallion        Altruists 
 
Look for our logo at the top!     Enjoy!! 



AUBURN — Get ready to sing, 
dance, and make a difference. On 
Saturday, May 2, the local communi-
ty will gather at J. Anthony’s Italian 
Grill for a high-energy "Dueling 
Pianos" event presented by the JAK-L 
Foundation.

The evening promises a vibrant 
blend of music and laughter, but the 
mission behind the melodies is deeply 
personal. Proceeds from the event will 
directly support youth mental health 
and suicide prevention programs with-
in the local community.

Turning pain into purpose
The JAK-L Foundation was estab-

lished in 2023 by President Joy 
Kochinskas. For Kochinskas, a local 
salon owner and stylist for more than 
25 years, the cause is an intimate 
one. After losing her sister to sui-
cide in 2017, she became a dedicated 

advocate, participating in the "Out of 
the Darkness" walks for years before 
founding the JAK-L Foundation to 
create a more direct impact on mental 
health awareness.

"I’m hoping to make more of an 
impact on the mental health society," 
Kochinskas said regarding the foun-
dation's mission. Alongside an active 
event committee, the foundation is 
working to transform how the com-
munity discusses and supports mental 
wellness.

Event details
The event kicks off at 8:00 PM, 

though supporters are encouraged to 
arrive early.

• When: Saturday, May 2
• Time: 8 – 10 p.m. (doors open at 

7:30 p.m.)
• Where: J. Anthony’s Italian Grill, 

917 Southbridge St., Auburn

• Admission: $35 per person (plus 
fees)

Pro-Tip: Guests who enjoy dinner 
at J. Anthony’s prior to the show will 
receive priority seating for the perfor-
mance.

Community support
The success of the JAK-L Foundation 

is driven by a dedicated team of volun-
teers. The event committee includes 
David Boucher, Christine Afful, Joy 
Kochinskas, Devon Renfro, and Steve 
Kochinskas. Supporting the front lines 
are team members Karen Sisko, Kathy 
Konkol-Saad, Kim Sterczala, Shirley 
Shepardson, Kerry Bielicki, Ruth 
Cahill, and Laurie Boucher.

By attending, guests aren't just buy-
ing a ticket to a show—they are help-
ing to "spark meaningful change" for 
local youth who may be struggling in 
silence.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 4/10 & SATURDAY 4/11

LAMB
CHOPS 

AFTER 5PM

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

WHITCOINSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

DON’T BUY UNTIL YOU SEE US!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” 4K HDTV Television ...$249.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED
PEOPLE’S CHOICE 

AWARD:
APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

PRE-SEASON
BIKE SALE!
E-BIKES IN STOCK!

DELUXE
AIR FRY

GAS RANGE
Reg. $699.99

$749.99

SPRING BIKE TUNE-UP: $49.99!
WE REPAIR BIKES!

SALE!

PRE-SEASON

A/C
SAVINGS!

Smola announces firefighter safety 
equipment grants for local departments

Upcoming fundraiser 
will support

Relay For Life

Applications welcome for Ronald J. Denault 
Memorial Law Enforcement Scholarship

A night of harmony and hope
JAK-L Foundation to host Dueling Pianos in Auburn

FISKDALE — The Relay For Life 
of Southern Worcester County is hav-
ing a fundraiser on Saturday, April 18 
at 2 p.m. at Brush It Off Art& Pottery 
Studio, 559 Main St., Suite 103-104, 
Fiskdale. Please sign up in advance on 
the Brush It Off website, https://brush-
it-off.com

No painting experience needed, just a 
sense of humor.  Come join us and see 
how differently a group interprets art, 
all while raising funds to fight cancer.  
A portion of the money from every 
painting goes to the American Cancer 
Society.

The Relay For Life of Southern 
Worcester County will be held Saturday, 
June 20, 9 a.m.- 9:30 p.m. at McMahon 
Field, 25 Cole Ave., Southbridge.

If interested in participating, please 
check out our Web site at secure.acsev-
ents.org and search for Relay For Life 
of Southern Worcester County.

BOSTON — State Representative 
Todd M. Smola (R-Warren, Ranking 
Member, Ways & Means Committee) is 
pleased to announce that several com-
munities within his district have been 
awarded funding through the FY26 
Firefighter Safety Equipment Grant 
Program, a statewide initiative support-
ed by State Fire Marshall Jon M. Davine, 
the Healey-Driscoll Administration, 
Secretary of Public Safety and Security 
Gina Kwon, and the Legislature.

The following fire departments in 
Representative Smola’s district applied 
and received funding:

Fire departments will use this funding 
to purchase a wide variety of equipment 

that will improve firefighter safety 
and emergency response capabilities, 
including protective gear, thermal 
imaging cameras, hazardous gas detec-
tors, and personnel accountability sys-
tems.

“This funding represents a meaning-
ful investment in the safety and effec-
tiveness of our local fire departments,” 

said Representative Smola. “Our fire-
fighters put their lives on the line every 
day to protect our communities, and 
it is essential that they have access 
to modern, reliable equipment. These 
grants will not only help safeguard 
first responders but will also improve 
outcomes for the residents they serve.”

The Firefighter Safety Equipment 

Grant Program is a key component of 
the Commonwealth’s broader efforts to 
enhance emergency response capabili-
ties and promote the health and safety 
of firefighters across Massachusetts.

For additional information please 
contact Smola at Todd.Smola@
mahouse.gov or (617) 722-2100.

CHARLTON CITY — A $1,500 
scholarship, honoring the memory of 
Ronald J. Denault, a highly respected 
police officer at both the state and local 
levels, will be awarded again this June 
to a student in the Class of 2026.

To be eligible for consideration for 
this award, preferably, a student must 
be a Charlton resident who is plan-
ning to further his/her education in 
pursuit of a career in law enforcement 
or criminal justice. Applicants may be 
graduating from a public or private 
high school or from a home school-
ing program that has been approved 

formally by the School Committee. 
Ideally, applicants will show evidence 
of scholarship, leadership, and commu-
nity service.

Any interested person should com-
plete and submit an application packet 
no later than April 30, 2026.  The appli-
cation packet will include the follow-
ing: an application form; a one-page 
essay summarizing why the applicant 
is interested in a career in law enforce-
ment; two letters of reference; and doc-
umentation of academic scholarship. 
Details regarding all requirements will 
be included with the application form.  

Application forms can be obtained at 
the Charlton Public Library, at the 
Charlton Police Station, or through 
the guidance offices at either Bay Path 
Regional or Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School.  Further questions may be 
directed to Dr. Linda E. Denault, who 
can be reached via email at ledenault@
aol.com or by calling 508-248-7711.

Completed application packets 
should be mailed to the Ronald J. 
Denault Law Enforcement Scholarship 
Committee c/o P.O. Box 352, Charlton 
City, MA 01508.

Courtesy

The members of the JAK-L Foundation. Front row, from left: David Boucher, Christine Afful, Joy Kochinskas, Devon Renfro, Steve Kochinskas. Second 
Row, from left: Karen Sisko, Kathy Konkol-Saad, Kim Sterczala, Shirley Shepardson, Kerry Bielicki, Ruth Cahill, Laurie Boucher
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SOUTHBRIDGE — The Casaubon 
Senior Center is sponsoring these up 
and coming trips from And Away We 
Go Travels and Best of Times Travel. 
For more information contact Jeanne 
Dupuis at jtd1154@yahoo.com or visit 
the senior center to pick up a flyer. A 
$25. deposit is needed at sign up.

June 20 —Newport Flower Show-
Visits the Rosecliff Mansions gardens 
and lunch the Wyndham Newport Hotel. 
Lunch choices are Chicken, scrod or 
pasta primavera  $129 at person.

July 19 —Day In Maine Clambake-
Short stops along the way for shopping 
and a feast on Foster’s New England 
Clambake. A chicken meal and vege-
tarian meal are offered. $119. a person.

Aug. 29—Charles River Cruise-
Great two-hour cruise, lunch at the 
Cheesecake Factory and a trip to Quincy 
Market.$145 a person

Sept. 30 — Turkey Train-A turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings on the 
Winnipesaukee Scenic Railroad-$149. 
a person and there are no meal substi-

tutions.
Nov. 29 — Holiday Jamboree at 

Ivoryton Playhouse-First stop is at the 
Scotch Plains Tavern for lunch. Your 
choice of chicken, scrod or vegetable 
primavera is offered. The Jamboree 
plays homage to the Grand Ole Opry 
holiday music. $169 a person for a won-
derful way to start the holidays.

We have one overnight trip to New 

York City sponsored by Best of Times 
Travel

Sept. 3 & 4. $899 for double, $1,099 
for single and $869 for triple or quad. 
This includes a Broadway  Show, 911 
Memorial and a trip to the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island.
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
4/10      Joe Macey
4/11      Your Mother
4/17      Randy McGreavy
4/24      Jonny Taylor
4/25      Missy’s Music Mix

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

Charlton Lions Club offers scholarships

All invited to Feast of Divine 
Mercy at St. Joseph’s

Southbridge Lions Club announces 15th Annual 
Al DiPetro Memorial Golf Tournament

Brimfield to mark 250th
anniversary of Independence

Casaubon Senior Center 
announces upcoming trips

CHARLTON — All are invited to attend 
the Feast of Divine Mercy at St. Joseph’s 
Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext., Charlton, on 
Sunday, April 12, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Celebrate 
all or part of the day with us! (Please note that 
Confession will not be available that day.)

11 a.m.
• Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 

Mass
• Adoration with music and silence
Noon
• Image Explanation & Reflection from St. 

Faustina’s Diary
• Divine Mercy Chaplet (Sri Lankan, 

Polish, Italian, Spanish, English)
• Adoration with music and silence
1 p.m.
• Rosary: Glorious Mysteries (various min-

istries)
• Guided Meditation: Jesus speaks to St. 

Faustina
• Adoration with music and silence
2 p.m.
• Reflection from St. Faustina’s Diary 
• Songs with words from St. Faustina’s Diary
• St. Faustina’s Way of the Cross
3 p.m.      Hour of Mercy
• Bell rings three times
• Divine Mercy Chaplet in song
• St. Faustina’s Litany of the Divine Mercy  
• Litany of Trust
4 p.m.
• Benediction & Repose of the Blessed 

Sacrament (Deacon Peter)
The Live Streaming YouTube link for 

the Divine Mercy Sunday at St. Joseph’s 
Church services: https://youtube.com/live/
JOCasR4M_PU?feature=share.

CHARLTON — The Charlton Lions 
Club invites 12th-grade students (in 
high school, technical school, private 
or a home school) who plan to continue 
their education beyond high school to 
apply for a $1,000 scholarship offered 
by the Club.

Applicants must be Charlton resi-
dents who are accepted at an accred-
ited college or other post-secondary 
program. They must submit a com-
pleted application form along with two 
letters of reference and a transcript 
of their academic achievement from 
their school. The application form asks 

for family and financial information, 
extracurricular activities, career goals, 
and community service/volunteerism.

The application form is available 
online. For a link to the form, visit 
thecharltonlions.com or email thecharl-
tonlions@gmail.com. If you prefer to 
fill out a paper form and submit the 
completed form by mail, please contact 
your guidance counselor for a copy of 
The Charlton Lions Club scholarship 
application. All applications must be 
received by April 30.

Three applicants will be selected 
from the pool of candidates; applica-

tions that do not include all required 
material or are received after the dead-
line will not be considered. Winners 
will be notified by May 31. To receive 
the scholarship, winners must then 
complete their first semester of study 
in a post-secondary program, submit a 
transcript of that work, and be enrolled 
in their second semester (or the equiva-
lent in a non-academic program).

In addition to its annual scholar-
ship program, The Charlton Lions 
Club raises funds for holiday gifts 
for needy families, youth activities, 
disaster relief, diabetes programs and 

assistance dog organizations. They also 
help install handicap ramps and con-
duct vision and hearing testing at local 
events. For more information about the 
club, its projects, and how to become a 
member, please visit: thecharltonlions.
com.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge 
Lions Club is preparing to host its 
15th Annual Al DiPetro Memorial 
Golf Tournament on Friday, May 15, 
at Heritage Country Club in Charlton. 
The annual event, known for combining 
friendly competition with community 
spirit, is expected to draw golfers of all 
skill levels for a day of recreation and 
fundraising.

Registration will begin at 7 a.m., with 

a shotgun start scheduled for 8:30 a.m. 
The tournament will follow an A, B, C, 
D scramble format, making it accessible 
and enjoyable for both experienced golf-
ers and casual participants.

The entry fee is $150 per player, which 
includes greens fees, a golf cart, lunch 
and refreshments, tournament prizes, and 
a steak or chicken dinner. Prizes will be 
awarded to the top three finishing teams, 
and a variety of raffle prizes will also be 

available.
Advance registration is required. Those 

interested in participating can contact 
Gary Fontaine at 774-230-1412 or Steve 
Stella at 508-989-1974, or reach out to 
any Southbridge Lions Club member.

Organizers say the tournament prom-
ises a full day of golf, camaraderie, and 
support for local initiatives, continuing a 
long-standing tradition of giving back to 
the Southbridge community.

BRIMFIELD — Save the date! On 
Saturday, June 13, a community-wide 
celebration marking the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation’s freedom will take 
place in Brimfield.

In recognition of this year’s historic 
milestone, a full day of remembrance 
and celebration is planned. All are wel-
come to attend the day’s events, which 
include the following: Revolutionary 
War themed cemetery tours, a cere-
mony at the town common gazebo, a 
parade, and fun-filled festivities at the 
Brimfield Winery. The evening will 
close out with a spectacular fireworks 

display.
Additional details and updates will 

be available through the Friends of 
Historic Brimfield event Web site, 
www.fohbrimfield.org. Tax-deductible 
donations can also be made in sup-
port of this celebration through this 
website, and in gratitude, donors will 
be recognized in the event program. 
Donations can also be mailed to: 
Friends of Historic Brimfield, P.O. Box 
52, Brimfield, MA 01010 with “Spirit 
of Brimfield” in the memo.

This event is currently being spon-
sored by the Massachusetts Army 

National Guard and Classic Hits 97.7 
FM. If you or your company are inter-
ested in any level of corporate or 
business sponsorship, please visit the 
event website at www.fohbrimfield.
org. Additional volunteers are needed 
for both planning and to help with 
activities during  the event, or if you 
are interested in putting a float in the 
parade, contact Friends of Historic 
Brimfield at (413) 239-0288 for more 
information.

Be sure to save the date for this cele-
bration of the founding of our country! 
More information will follow.



Patricia was predeceased 
by her two daughters, 
Susan E. Markley in 2024 
and Deborah K. Mann in 
1998, as well as her sister, 
Christine Mayette in 2003.

Patricia was born in 
Dudley, the daughter of 
Raymond Robert Frederick 
and Helen (Hwalek) 
Frederick. A woman of 
deep and unwavering 
faith, Pat devoted her life 
to serving others through 

her church and her love of Christ. For 
more than 30 years, she was a welcom-
ing and compassionate presence at St. 
Joseph’s Church in Charlton, where 
she served as a receptionist and grief 
specialist, offering comfort, guidance, 
and a listening ear to countless families 
in their most difficult moments. Her 
ministry extended far beyond her role, 
as she actively worked to bring oth-
ers closer to Jesus, especially through 
her involvement in Cursillo, where 
she inspired many to deepen their 
faith and walk with Christ. Pat also 
shared her gifts through hospice care 
and her work at American Optical 
Company, always leading with kind-
ness and grace. She was a devoted 
member of St. Joseph’s Church and 
served on the Board of Directors at the 
Center of Hope, living out her faith 
through service. Above all, she trea-
sured time with her family—joyfully 
playing board games, often winning 
with a smile, and making lasting mem-
ories. She also held dear her trips to 
Campobello Island, New Brunswick, 
Canada, with her beloved husband 
Stanley and family.

Her faith-filled legacy will live on 
in all who knew and loved her, and in 
the many lives she touched through her 
kindness, compassion, and devotion to 
Christ. Guests are warmly invited to 
wear colors in celebration of her joyful 
spirit, though traditional attire is also 
welcome.

A funeral Mass for Patricia will be 
held on Friday, April 10th, at 11:00 am 
in St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam 
Rd. Ext., Charlton. Calling hours will 
be held in St. Joseph’s Church on 
Thursday, April 9th, from 5:00 am to 
7:00 pm.

Burial at a later date will be private 
in Northside Cemetery, Charlton

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in her memory in honor of 
the faith and community that meant 
so much to her to St. Joseph’s Church, 
P.O. Box 338 Charlton City, MA 01508

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Putnam: Mrs. Therese Lena “Terri” 
(Dignard) Culliton, 95, passed away 
peacefully on March 29, 2026, in Putnam, 
Connecticut. 

Therese is survived by her sons Charles 
“Chuck” Culliton and his wife Margarita 
Torres of West Hartford, Dennis Culliton  
and his wife Linda of Waterford, CT, and 
Bernard Culliton and his wife Xuemei of 
Nashua, NH; her loving daughter Julie 
Culliton-Smith and her husband Michael 
Smith of Las Vegas, NV; She also leaves 
behind ten grandchildren, Kristin, Timothy, 
Ashley, Ross, Patrick, Brendan, Hope, 
Michael, Abigail, and Art and seven great 
grandchildren, as well as many nieces and 
nephews.

She was predeceased by her husband 
Charles Pierce Culliton in 1997 and his 
daughter Alice Bertrand in 2022. She was 
also predeceased by her sisters, Anita, 
Eileen, Dorothy (Doris), and Therese, and 
brothers, Roger, Leonard (Pete), Bernard, 
and Richard (Donald).

Born on February 27, 1931, in 
Leominster, Massachusetts, she was the 
beloved daughter of Majoric and Regina 
(Richard) Dignard.

Therese attended St. Cecilia’s School in 
Leominster and graduated from St. Bernard’s 

High School 
in Fitchburg in 
1949. She was 
a long time resi-
dent of Guilford, 
CT. She pursued 
further education 
at the Western 
T e l e g r a p h 
Operator Training 
School as a tele-
typist. Therese 
worked at various 

locations throughout New England. It was 
during her final assignment in Southbridge 
that she met Charles Pierce Culliton, who 
would become her husband and lifelong 
partner.

After marrying Charles and raising their 
family, Therese devoted herself to creating 
a warm and loving home. Once her children 
were in school, she returned to work as a 
teletype setter for the Southbridge News, 
where her precision and dedication were 
highly valued. Later, she worked at Cabot 
Safety Corporation, manufacturing safety 
glasses and goggles.

Therese’s life was enriched by her many 
passions. A lifelong lover of music, she 
continued piano lessons into her eighties 

and enjoyed playing pieces like Debussy’s 
“Clair de Lune”. She was an accomplished 
cook, preparing dishes such as tourtières 
and golumkis that reflected her French-
Canadian heritage (and her Polish neigh-
bors). She also found joy in bird watching, 
particularly cardinals and bluebirds.

Her faith was central to her life. A devot-
ed Catholic, she served in numerous roles 
at parishes across New England, includ-
ing catechism teacher, Eucharistic Minister, 
and prayer group leader. Even in her later 
years at Matulaitis Rehabilitation Center, 
she remained committed to daily Mass.

Calling hours will be held on April 7, 
2026, from 5:00pm to 7:00pm at Daniel T. 
Morrill Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton Street, 
Southbridge. A Funeral Mass will be held 
on April 8, 2026, at 10:00am at St. Mary’s 
Church, 247 Hamilton Street, Southbridge. 
Burial will follow in St. Mary’s Cemetery, 
Southbridge.

Therese lived a life of faith and service. 
May her memory bring comfort to all who 
knew her as they celebrate a life well-lived.

In lieu of flowers, please consider 
donating to Alzheimer’s Association MA 
Chapter, 309 Waverly Oaks Rd., Waltham, 
MA 02452 or online at alzfdn.org

Therese Lena “Terri” Culliton, 95
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SOUTHBRIDGE: Marie 
Jeanne Benoit (Mercier) passed 
away peacefully on March 12, 
2026, at the age of 88. She was 
born on August 1, 1937, in 
Southbridge, Massachusetts, to 
Henri Joseph Mercier and Rose 
Belle (Gagnon). She was the 
youngest of seven children and 
was preceded in death by her 
siblings: Irene, Doris, Henry, Rita, 
Therese “Terry,” and Cecile. She 
was also predeceased by her son, Brian 
Robert Benoit, in 2000, and her great-grand-
daughter, Janessa Marie Jimenez, in 2009.

Jeanne married Robert George Roger 
Benoit on August 18, 1956, at Sacred Heart 
Church in Southbridge. They shared 55 
years of marriage before his passing in 2011.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Rebecca Ann McManus of Charlton, MA; 
her daughter-in-law, Doreen Ann Benoit 
of Southbridge, MA; her grandchildren, 
Malory Marie Jimenez (Benoit) and her 
husband Jonathan Jimenez of Templeton, 
MA, Andrew Robert Benoit of Southbridge, 
MA, and Heather Jean McManus; and her 
great-grandchildren, Jayden and Jordan 
Jimenez.

Jeanne attended Catholic school in 
Southbridge and later worked for many 
years locally at Providence House. She also 
provided compassionate care as a private 

PCA to many patients in the 
community.

Jeanne found her great-
est joy in caring for her 
grandchildren. She also 
enjoyed her daily walks 
around town with her hus-
band, Sunday drives, dining 
out, and spending time at 
Old Orchard Beach, Maine. 
There will never be a meal 
at Bill’s Pizza with pier fries 

in OOB, a Shirley Temple film, or a Josh 
Groban song enjoyed without thinking of 
Jeanne.

She will also be remembered for her tough 
exterior yet deeply caring heart, her words 
of wisdom which she shared whether you 
were willing to listen or not, and the many 
memories she made sure to create with those 
she loved most. And so, as we say goodbye, 
we remember the words Jeanne often shared 
through life’s moments: “c’est la vie.”

A private service will be held at Belanger-
Bullard Funeral Home, 51 Marcy St. 
Southbridge.

Burial will be at Oak Ridge Cemetery in 
Southbridge, where she will rest alongside 
her husband, son, and great-granddaughter.

She will be deeply missed and remem-
bered always.

An online guestbook is available at http://
www.BelangerFuneralHome.com

Marie Jeanne Benoit, 88
Charlton: Patricia A. 

(Frederick) Lawrie, 84, 
of Saundersdale Rd., 
passed away peaceful-
ly on Friday, April 3rd, at 
UMass Memorial Hospital, 
University Campus, 
Worcester, after a brief ill-
ness.

Her beloved husband of 
57 years, Stanley G. Lawrie, 
passed away in 2014. She 
leaves her two sons, Scott 
E.P. Lawrie and his wife, 
Suzanne of Edgewater, FL, and Brian 
D. Lawrie of Sturbridge; her broth-
er, Dennis Frederick; her son-in-law, 
John Markley, and her daughter-in-law, 
Laurie Lawrie; eight beloved grand-
children, Angela Fannon, Benjamin 
Markley, John Markley, Gina Monahan, 
Cassie Davis, Kayla Lawrie, Nicholas 
Benoit, and Lawrie Benoit; her cher-
ished nine great-grandchildren, Deborah 
Parent, Jennifer Benoit, Makenzie 
Fannon, Owen Davis, Colin Monahan, 
Jack Monahan, Ivy Markley, Sawyer 
Markley, and Penelope Markley; her six 
great-great-grandchildren, Savannah 
Parent, Alexander Parent, Sahmya 
Parent, Iris Parent, Juniper Parent and 
Kora Dumais, as well as her two niec-
es, Katy Mayette and Karen Mayette. 

Patricia A. Lawrie, 84
OBITUARIES

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

j j j j j j

Jayden is a sweet, funny, and 
bright young boy with a joyful and 
engaging personality. He enjoys 
playing educational games on 
his iPad and even looks forward 
to everyday activities like grocery 
shopping. Jayden has a special 
interest in construction and loves 
pretending to work at Home De-
pot—proudly wearing his Home 
Depot robe as he imagines him-
self on the job. Jayden is full of en-
ergy and enjoys running, dancing, 
and celebrating the birthdays of 
others. His playful and social na-

ture shines through in the way he includes others in whatever he 
is doing. One of his favorite treats is Oreo cookies, which always 
bring a smile to his face. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21179469744 
   If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; 
renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive 
parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is com-
pletely free in Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit 
well with. To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mare-
inc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today 
to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care.           

Jayden 
Age 16 

Registration #8516 

HELP WANTED
Commercial/Industrial sand blaster 

opening available in Oxford, MA.
Duties include high pressure 

manual blasting of steel shot, grit 
and garnet. Experience a plus.

 Will train 

Call  BC Industries
 508-987-3042

HELP WANTED
Industrial painter opening
 available in Oxford, MA

Duties-include priming and 
painting of machine parts and 
structural steel. Experience a 

plus. Will train. 

Call  BC Industries
 508-987-3042
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley 
Tribune

Advertise on this page 
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 774-200-7308

For Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

&Home 
 AutoSpringSpring

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes
REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE 
ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

Indoor/Outdoor Remodeling
Decks~ Kitchens  ~Bathrooms

 Door~ Bedrooms ~  Floors ~Painting ~ Etc.
Landscaping

Mowing ~ Leaf Clenups Plowing 
 Hedge Trimming ~ Stone/Mulch beds

 Tree Work ~Etc

Owner: Seth Goudreau
774-402-4694

Prices beating the competition 
Free Estimates  Fully Insured

Black 
Diamond
CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Specialist
Licensed and Insured

128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

Traveling petting zoo coming to 
Southbridge Community Senior Center

Auction Acres to host Seventh Annual 
Pioneer Valley Wine Festival

Build a house, build a garage, build an
addition with help from Tantasqua students

SOUTHBRIDGE — Records and Burpee 
will be presenting a Traveling Petting Zoo 
at the Southbridge Community Center, 153 
Chestnut St., Southbridge, on Tuesday, 
April 21 at 2 p.m.

Records and Burpee offers a variety of 
first-class educational programs and attrac-
tions. Their animals appear at fairs, parks, 
schools, libraries, museums, special events, 
promotions, television programs, and in 
advertising. Their animal family is seen live 
by more than a million people annually.

Husband and wife team of Lawrence 
Records and Alexandra Burpee founded 
Records and Burpee animal shows in 1987. 
Their experience in animal care, exhibition 
and training goes back to 1971. Today, 
along with sons, Ben and Harrison, they 
are based at their private 28 acre farm in 
Dudley.

The Records and Burpee Traveling 
Petting Zoo is supported by a grant from the 
Southbridge Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency. All are 
welcome to enjoy this fun filled event.

The Southbridge Community Center is 
a multi-functional facility including the 
Casaubon Senior Center, Recreation & 
Veterans Departments providing social and 

recreational opportunities and services for 
all citizens of Southbridge and the local 

area. The Senior Center is very active and 
publishes the Casaubon Chronicle which 

details all the happenings each month. We 
hope to see you soon.

BRIMFIELD — Brimfield Auction Acres, 
birthplace of the world-famous Brimfield 
Antique Shows, will host the sixth annual 
Pioneer Valley Wine Festival Saturday and 
Sunday, June 6 & 7, from noon to 5 p.m.

2026 Marks the 7th year of the Pioneer 
Valley Wine and Food festival. This exciting 
event brings together New England Wineries, 
Cideries, Distilleries, and Meaderies from 
across the Pioneer Valley and Farmers of 
many sorts selling their wares.

The event started in 2018 by the collabo-
ration with farm wineries throughout New 
England and local farmers to create a fes-
tival to highlight the magnificent products 
Massachusetts provides all in unison and sup-
port of Massachusetts Agricultural Department.

The Festival will feature local vintners and 
craft brewers ready to spill their secrets, Live 
Art demonstrations, sizzling chef panel star-

ring culinary celebs - to be announced soon. 
Last year celebrity guests include; Brynn 
Gibson, the youngest Black Jacket final-
ist from Fox’s Hell’s Kitchen with Gordon 

Ramsay. We also have Jared Forman, the 
culinary mastermind behind Deadhorse Hill, 
who brought the heat on Food Network’s 
Beat Bobby Flay.

FISKDALE — The Tantasqua Regional 
School Committee will be accepting appli-
cations for projects to be built during the 
2026-2027 school year. The purpose of 
these projects is to provide practical work 
experiences for the carpentry students of 
Tantasqua’s Technical Division. Since there 
is no charge for student labor, qualified appli-
cants realize substantial savings. Additional 
savings can result if Tantasqua’s electrical 
students install any necessary wiring.

Applications and design plans will be 
accepted for the construction of a single story 
house, garage, addition, or similar project. One 
or more projects may be selected. Applicant 
must reside in the Tantasqua School District.

All applications should be submitted direct-
ly to the Superintendent’s Office by May 15.

For further information please call the 
Technical Division at 508-347-3045, ext. 
0915 or access our Web site at http://www.
tantasqua.org/technical/forms.htm.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0653EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Ralph A Warrington
Date of Death: 05/02/2007

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Appointment of 
Personal Representative has been 
filed by Debra Warrington of Leomin-
ster MA requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests that: .
Debra Warrington of Leominster MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the estate in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 04/28/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to 
you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Kathryn M. Bailey, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 03,2026 
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 9, 2026

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Section 12 of Massachusetts 
General Laws of a public hearing to be 
held in the Laurent McDonald Veterans 
Conference Room, first floor of the 
Town Hall, 41 Elm Street, Southbridge, 
MA, on Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 
1:00 p.m.. during the regular sched-
uled Liquor Licensing Board Meeting in 
regard to a Violation of Massachusetts 
General Law and the Southbridge 
Massachusetts Liquor Licensing Board 
License Regulations 
This hearing pertains to Maqui Inc. d/b/a 
Maqui’s, 61 Chestnut St., Southbridge, 
MA.  This violation occurred  on February 
26, 2026 at 1:55 a.m.  Anyone wishing 
to speak will be given the opportunity to 
be heard.
This notice is also published electron-
ically on www.stonebridgepress.com 
and on www.masspublicnotice.org
Town of Southbridge
Liquor Licensing Board 
April 9, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 37 Breakneck Road, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Stephanie Anne 
St. Germain and Ryan Lucas Goff to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Home Point Financial 
Corporation, and now held by Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation, said mortgage 
dated October 22, 2020 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
63565, Page 41, said mortgage was 
assigned from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Home Point 
Financial Corporation, its successors 
and assigns to Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation by assignment dated 
October 15, 2025 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 72674, 
Page 258; for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on April 27, 2026 at 
01:00 PM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit: 
The land located on the easterly side 
of Breakneck Road in Sturbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, and 
being shown as “Lot B-2” on page 
1 of 3 pages, plan entitled “Plan of 
Property surveyed for Oliver L. Howlett 
located in Sturbridge, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts” by Sturbridge 

Abstract Co., Jalbert Engineering, 
dated March 6, 1985 and recorded 
in the Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds in Plan Book 532 Plan 10.  
Said Lot B-2 contains 
4.29 acres, more or less. 
For our title see deed recorded here-
with.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated October 22, 2020 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
63565, Page 39.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701
March 26, 2026
April 2, 2026
April 9, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 111 Plimpton Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Hicham Elkhabzi 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nom-
inee for ARC Home LLC, and now held 
by Freedom Mortgage Corporation, 
said mortgage dated July 22, 2021 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 65676, Page 230, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for ARC 
Home LLC, its successors and assigns 
to Freedom Mortgage Corporation by 
assignment dated October 17, 2025 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 72693, Page 252; for 
breach of the conditions in said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be sold at Public Auction 
on April 27, 2026 at 10:00 AM Local 
Time upon the premises, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
THE LAND IN SOUTHBRIDGE, 
WORCESTER COUNTY, 
MASSACHUSETTS, WITH THE 
BUILDINGS THEREON AND ALL 
PRIVILEGES AND APPURTENANCES 
THERETO BELONGING SITUATED 
ON PLIMPTON STREET, BOUNDED 
AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  
BEGINNING AT AN IRON PIN IN 
THE GROUND ON THE WESTERLY 
SIDE OF PLIMPTON STREET, AT 
THE NORTHEASTERLY CORNER 
OF LAND NOW OR FORMERLY OF 
LIONEL BEAUDRY ET UX;
THENCE N. 28 DEG. 28’ E., ALONG 
THE WESTERLY LINE OF PLIMPTON 
STREET, 21.1 FEET TO A TOWN 
BOUND;
THENCE N. 15 DEG. 39’ W., 47.8 
FEET ALONG PLIMPTON STREET 
EXTENSION TO AN IRON PIPE IN 
THE GROUND AT LAND NOW OR 
FORMERLY OF FRANCIS OHOP ET 
UX;
THENCE N. 78 DEG. 59’ W., 79.43 
FEET TO A DRILL HOLE IN THE WALL 
AT LAND NOW OR FORMERLY OF E. 
DESMARAIS;

THENCE SOUTHERLY 41.0 FEET 
ALONG SAID DESMARAIS LAND TO 
A STAKE AT THE NORTHWESTERLY 
CORNER OF LAND NOW OR 
FORMERLY OF SAID BEAUDRY;
THENCE S. 66 DEG. 32’ E., 108.5 
FEET ALONG SAID BEAUDRY LAND 
TO THE IRON PIN IN THE GROUND 
AT THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
BEING PARCEL 2 AS SHOWN ON 
PLAN ENTITLED “PLAN OF LAND 
OWNED BY NOE AND YVONNE 
FRENIER, SOUTHBRIDGE, MASS, 
AUGUST 23, 1958, W. MORSE, C.E.”
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication.  
	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated July 22, 2021 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 65676, Page 
227.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold and conveyed 
subject to all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, municipal liens 
and assessments, if any, which take 
precedence over the said mortgage 
above described.

	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 

2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 

March 26, 2026
April 2, 2026
April 9, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on April 15, at 7PM on 
the application of Joshua Burden.
The applicant has filed a Notice of 
Intent for the construction of an addition 
to the existing house, wall repair, and 
associated landscaping within the 100-ft 
buffer zone to South Charlton Reservoir. 
The project location is: 27 Robert Blvd, 
Charlton, MA 01507. Parcel ID: 73B-H-
4
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at 
the Conservation Office by appointment 
during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
April 9, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Town of Charlton 
Stormwater Management Rules & 
Regulations, the Charlton Conservation 
Commission will be accepting com-
ments on the following application:
The applicant, Property Solutions, 
has submitted a Land Disturbance/
Stormwater Management Application 
on March 31, 2026, for land disturbance 
associated with the construction of a 
single-family home and associated site 
work.
The project site is located at Lot 5 
Brookfield Road, Charlton, MA 01507, 
and is also known as: Parcel ID: 15-B-
4.3
Copies of the Land Disturbance 
Application are available at the Charlton 
Conservation Commission office during 
business hours. 
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
April 9, 2026

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on April 15, at 7PM on 
the application of James Rech.
The applicant has filed a Notice 
of Intent for the construction of a 
telecommunications facility within 
the 100-ft buffer zone to Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands. The project 
location is: 103 Bond Road, Charlton, 
MA 01507. Parcel ID: 58-B-1
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
April 9, 2026

Town of Holland
In accordance with the Wetlands 
Protection Act, Chapter 131, Sec 40, 
a public hearing by the Conservation 
Commission will be held on Tuesday 
04/28/2026 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Conservation Commission Room, sec-
ond floor, in the Holland Town Hall, 27 
Sturbridge Rd, Holland, MA. This meet-
ing is to review a Notice of Intent (NOI) 
filed by John Gousy for installing a wall 
at 8 Sandy Beach Road (Map R35-
C-23) Holland, MA 01521. To comply 
with the Open Meeting Law, all public 
hearings are scheduled for 6:30 PM 
and, barring unforeseen circumstances, 
will be taken in the order in which they 
appear on the agenda. This meeting 
will be held in person. The applica-
tion is available for review by at the 
Conservation Commission Office, Town 

Office Building on Mondays (12:30 PM 
– 4:00 PM) and Tuesdays (9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM).
Conservation Commission
Town of Holland
April 9, 2026

MORTGAGEE’S SALE
 OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by 174 HAMILTON 
STREET LLC to Alpha Real Estate 
Lending LLC, dated April 11, 2024 
and recorded with the Worcester South 
District Registry of Deeds in Book 
70392, Page 189 of which mortgage 
Alpha Real Estate Lending LLC  is 
the present holder for breach of con-
ditions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same, the 
mortgaged premises located at 174 
Hamilton Street, Southbridge, MA will 
be sold at a Public Auction at 1:00 PM 
on April 27, 2026, at the mortgaged 
premises, more particularly described 
below, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit:
The land, with all buildings and improve-
ments thereon, situated in Southbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
bounded and described as follows:
The land in said Southbridge with the 
buildings thereon, situated on the east-
erly side of Hamilton Street, bounded 
and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the northwesterly 
corner thereof, at a drill hole in the 
stone curbing on the easterly line of 
Hamilton Street at land of Southbridge 
& Webster Plumbing Co., Inc., formerly 
of Elizabeth A. Bourdelais; THENCE 
easterly by land of said Southbridge 
& Webster Plumbing Cop., Inc., about 
193 feet to an iron pin in the ground 
at the westerly line of the locate in 
of the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad; THENCE southerly 
by said Railroad location about 80 feet 
to land of Tetreault, formerly of John 
J. O’Shaughnessy: THENCE westerly 
by said Tetreault land 200 feet more 
or less to the easterly line of Hamilton 
Street; THENCE northerly by the east-
erly line of Hamilton Street 80 feet to the 
point of beginning. The premises will be 
sold subject to and with the benefit of all 
outstanding real estate taxes, municipal 
liens, assessments, rights, easements, 
restrictions, and other encumbrances 
of record, if any, which are in force and 
applicable.
Terms of the Sale: Cash, cashier’s or 
certified check in the sum of $10,000.00 
as a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale upon acceptance 
of bid; balance of purchase price pay-
able in cash or current funds in thirty 
(30) days from the date of the sale at 
the offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Taft 
& McSally, LLP, 21 Garden City Drive, 
Cranston, RI 02920 or such other time 
as may be designated by mortgagee.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Alpha Real Estate Lending LLC
Present holder of said mortgage, by its 
attorney
John V. McGreen
Taft & McSally, LLP
21 Garden City Drive
Cranston, RI 02920
(401) 946-3800 
April 2, 2026
April 9, 2026 
April 16, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO25P3774A

CITATION ON PETITION FOR SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE BY A PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 
Estate Of:

Lynette Frances McDonagh
Date of Death: 07/20/2025

To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Sale of Real Estate has 
been filed by: Elizabeth L Bograd of 
Westborough MA
requesting that the court authorize the 
Personal Representative to sell the 
decedent’s real estate at a private sale. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the court. You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 04/28/026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objection fol-
lowed by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice to 
you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 31, 2026
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
April 9, 2026

LEGALS
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

TWO FREE CLASSES, Saturday, April 11th
Historic Black Tavern, Dudley

11-12 Learn About 55+ Community, Condos
1-2 *Learn about how to be show ready in selling 

your home *Learn about the impact of Solar, Title 5, 
Home Inspection Requirements, 

and Buyer Agency when Selling Your Home

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY- 1.15 ACRE LOT

Old Southbridge Rd. $124,900

TEMPLETON- RANCH ON 1 ACRE MILLVILLE- CONDO

*3 Bedrooms * 1 Acre
*Privacy and Outdoor Space

*2 Baths 
*3 Bedroom
*End Unit 
at Heritage 

Hill

*Perc Test 
* Land Survey Available

17 Gray Rd $409,000 29 Cork Circle $339,900

Southbridge- Dudley
30.2 Acres

Potential for 
4 Frontage Lots
Land great for 

recreation or Building 
Your Dream Home

$295,000

*Well on Property
*Private Setting

$100,000

LAND ! LAND! LAND! LAND!
CHARLTON- 5.2 Acres

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!
Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

SORRY, SOLD!

Tucked away on Coop-
er Rd. Webster Lake with 
access at Lakeside beach/
boat ramp. 3rd of 4 homes 
being built at this site. 
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of 
living area, 7 rms, 4 brs, 
2 ½ baths, 9ft ceiling, 
wood flooring throughout 
with ceramic tyle baths. 
Spacious main BR Suite 
w/ walk-in closet, and pri-
vate full bathr, double sink 
vanity, finished lower level 
walk-out w/ slider. Central 
AC, garage 

 $649,900.00 

Webster - 24 Cooper Rd
New Construction-Craftsman Style home

Astounding Panoramic Views across 
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till 
sunset! View the lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent 
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW 
Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.      $ 900,000.

Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!
On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

ESTATE SALE ~ REHAB PROPERTY BEING SOLD AS IS ~ ONE 
LEVEL RANCH HOME w/980 SF, Eat-in Kitchen, Living Rm, 3 
BR, 1 Bath, Full, unfinished basement w/walkout access. 
FHW Baseboard Oil Heat, ~ In need of a septic system. Slop-
ing back yard with views of the Quinebaug River.     $ 210,000.

Dudley-108 Southbridge Rd 
Featured New Listing!

Sprawling 62’x30’ fieldstone faced 1 Level Ranch, located on a +/- 0.5-acre level, w/24’x24’ 2 
car att’d garage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower level,  3 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths, 2 stone fireplaces w/pellet stove inserts, FHW BB heat by oil. Open floor plan w/15’x13’ 
kitchen, 15’x22’ living rm, 13’x11’ dining rm, 10’x28’ breezeway w/sliders to  rear deck, and 
 3 season sunroom, hardwood & c-tile floors, replacement windows/doors & more, more, more!  
How do you like it?  Call today to schedule a showing!   $525,000

Featured Listing ~ New To Market! 
Webster ~ 33 Slater Street 

ON DEPOSIT

Buying or Selling a home? 
Every move is a new 

beginning! Let me help you 
navigate the path through 

your next  journey…. 

  Bob Berk REALTOR
Re/Max Vision 
Worcester MA
508-367-9226

bobberkrealtor@gmail.com
Call for a free market analysis!

SRES

REAL ESTATE

Charlton Lions Club & Overlook Tree Advisory Committee join forces

Charlton Garden Club meets April 13

CHARLTON — The Charlton Lions Club and 
The Overlook Independent Living Tree Advisory 
Committee will join forces in April to improve their 
town. The two groups will host a booth at Charlton’s 
Earth Fest, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., on Saturday, April 25 
on the Charlton Town Common where they’ll give 
away 100 sweetgum trees. As they do each year, the 
Lions will also participate in the town’s roadside 
cleanup effort, which starts at 8 a.m. and the trees 
will be available at that time.

Each small sweetgum tree will come with instruc-
tions for planting and caring for it as it grows. 
Sweetgums (Liquidambar styraciflua) are large, 
decorative deciduous trees native to eastern North 
America. Their star-shaped leaves turn red and gold 
in the fall. The baby trees will be given to the first 
100 Charlton residents who commit to planting and 
caring for the trees on their property. The trees will 
be donated by Bartlett Tree Experts.

The Overlook Tree Advisory Committee is com-
prised of residents and staff of the Independent 
Living community as well as representatives of 

Bartlett Tree Experts and Babe’s Landscape & 
Construction. The Committee’s mission is to advise 
on ways to protect and maintain the trees on The 
Overlook Campus and to educate the communi-
ty about trees and the importance of trees to our 
environment and wellbeing. Through the work 
of the Committee, The Overlook was recently 
named a Tree Healthcare Campus by the Arbor Day 

Foundation.
One focus of Lions Clubs International is protect-

ing the environment to create healthier communities 
and a more sustainable world. The worldwide ser-
vice organization encourages planting and caring 
for trees to contribute to cleaner air as part of their 
mission.

CHARLTON — Come and join the Charlton 
Garden Club’s Monday, April 13 meeting, when we 
will welcome all to a free program on Fancy Leaved 
Begonias with Betsy Szymczak.

Ms. Szymczak, an avid gardener and begonia grow-
er, is a member of the American Begonia Society 
and a certified ABS judge. Her passions extend to 
dahlias, and she also is a member of the American 
Dahlia Society (ADS) and ADS candidate judge. 

Whether you’re a novice or accomplished gardener, 
the Charlton Garden Club is a great place to meet 
other gardening enthusiasts, learn about plants and 
planting, and to share your gardening tips and expe-
riences. This meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Charlton Public Library. For more information about 
the Charlton Garden Club, please email charltongar-
denclub@gmail.com.
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Thank You to our Customers, Community and Generations 
of Families who have Trusted Soper Construction.

Celebrating 65 years
Septic System Specialists      Water & Sewer Tie-ins

Title V Inspections
Your Local Experts In: Excavation, Foundation,

 Land Clearing, Site Development 
& Trenchless Excavation

Residential & Commercial Services

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 

Scan QR to 
Learn More ... 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 

Scan QR to 
Learn More ... 

www.hiresoper.com ~ (508)765-9003

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. 

Scan QR to 
Learn More ... 

Charlton celebrates Earth Day April 25
CHARLTON — 

Charlton residents of all 
ages are invited to partic-
ipate in a town-wide road 

clean-up and fest in cel-
ebration of Earth Day on 
Saturday, April 25 from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Residents may sign up 
online at https://www.
townofcharlton.net/238/
Earth-Day-Committee  to 

SOUTHBRIDGE — On April 11 at 7 
p.m., Gateway Players Theater presents a 
staged reading of "A Pink Sponge in the 
Shape of a Flamingo Named Lucille," a new 
comedy written by Kelly Dearn and direct-
ed by Mikey Dearn. It will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall at Elm Street Congregational 
Church, 61 Elm St. in Southbridge.

This will be a pay what you can perfor-
mance.

Cast
MICHELLE- Erin Simpson
JEREMY- John Golden
DUANNE & SALLY 1- Stephen Jean
JULIA & SALLY 2- Cole Gawron

OFFICER NELSON & KEN- Sean Nault
CAT & DIERDRE- Krissi Forges
LEONDRA & JENNA- Tey Ferron
“A Pink Sponge in the Shape of a Flamingo 

Named Lucille” starts off as an oddly specific 
answer to a game of 20 questions on a very 
awkward blind date that only gets crazier by 
the minute when Michelle decides to drive 
Jeremy half way across the country to get 
married. There's only one problem: Jeremy 
doesn't want to. Can he escape his date from 
hell or will everyone they come across be on 
Michelle's side?

Please note that this performance contains 
adult language and mature themes.

Gateway Players presents 
staged reading of new comedy

claim a road, or portion 
of a road to clean. Online 
registration begins April 1; 
residents may also sign up 
in person at the event.

Residents who commit to 
a road will receive sturdy 
yellow plastic bags, protec-
tive gloves, grabbers, safety 
vests, tick prevention kits 
and tick removal kits. These 
items will be distributed on 
the Town Common begin-
ning at 8 am the day of the 
event. Grabber supply is 
limited; please reuse grab-
bers from previous years if 
you have them. Collected 
trash should be brought 
to a dumpster, donated 
by Casella Waste, locat-
ed behind Town Hall. The 
Charlton DPW is available 
to pick up bags for residents 
who are unable to deliver 
them to the dumpster; res-
idents need to notify the 
Earth Day Planning group 
at cjolicoeur64@yahoo.
com of the exact location 
of these bags.

Residents are urged to 
use gloves to protect them-
selves from sharp objects 

and to wear bright clothing 
or a safety vest so driv-
ers can see them easily.  
Residents are cautioned 
to never open containers 
of unknown substanc-
es.  Contact the Police to 
dispose of any needles or 
syringes – do not touch or 
place them in bags with 
other refuse.

While most roads in town 
need cleaning, some of the 
worst are the most traveled 
and therefore more danger-
ous to address. If you are 
up for the task, but not for 
children, these roads are hot 
spots:  Route 31, Brookfield 
Road, Route 20 traffic lights, 
and Saundersdale Road.

To encourage participa-
tion from children, Erin 
Anderson, fifth-grade sci-
ence teacher at Charlton 
Middle School, held a con-
test for students to design 
a tee shirt based on this 
year’s Earth Day theme: 
Our Power, Our Planet. The 
winning design was submit-
ted by seventh-grader Riley 
Boland. Millenium Power 
Company has generously 

donated tee shirts with the 
winning design, available 
on a first come, first serve 
basis, one per person.

In addition to a town-
wide clean-up, Charlton 
will hold an Earth Fest on 
Saturday, April 25 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The event 
will feature live music, 
food trucks, and vendors 
promoting environmentally 
sustainable lifestyle choic-
es. The Earth Day Planning 
Group invites residents to 
enjoy the festivities, while 
learning ways to help the 
earth, its animals, and 
plants.

Earth Fest vendors 
include AnnieMike’s 
Honey, Buffumville 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
Charlton Business Alliance, 
Charlton Conservation 
Commission, Charlton 
Garden Club, Charlton 
Heritage Preservation Trust, 
Charlton Public Library, 
Eric’s Aviaries, Local 4 Life, 
Keep Charlton Beautiful 
Committee, The Last Green 
Valley, the Opacum Land 
Trust, Swampdog Native 
Plants, and more.

Cara Smick Photography, 
Charlton Heritage 
Preservation Trust, The 
Last Green Valley, and 
Millenium Power Company 
have generously agreed to 
sponsor the event.

The Wormtown 
Mugwumps, Worcester’s 
premier purveyors of jug 
band music, and Acoustic 
Ruckus, formerly known as 
Grey Whisker Pickers, will 
provide entertainment. The 
event will also feature food 
trucks 3 Kings BBQ, Suzy 
Q’s Ice Cream, and Toasted 
Roasters.

Funding for Charlton 
Earth Day is generous-
ly provided by The Last 
Green Valley.

For more information, 
email pmhanlonwriting@
gmail.com.

Courtesy

The winning entry for the Earth Day tee shirt contest created by 
Riley Boland.
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