


C H A R L T O N — Charlton City UMC is 
holding its event of  Sports Trading Cards, 
Collectible and handmade crafts of  all 
kinds this Satur- day, Nov. 9 from 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m., located at 74 Stafford St. in Charlton.  
Admission is free. Two floors with dozens 
of  vendors offer- ing crafts, trading cards, 
sports memora- bilia and collectibles.  A 
variety of  craft- ers will fill the galleries 
with handmade jewelry, soaps, prints, or-
naments and other gift ideas. Come discover 
a unique range of collectibles ranging from 
Pokemon to MTG to Digimon to Comics.

A tithing por- tion of  the proceeds this 
year will ben- efit Abby's House in 
Worcester (shelter for abused women and 
children), UMCOR (one of  the best disaster 
relief  agencies in the world) and Charlton 
REAS (senior heat fuel assistance) You win 
with all the ven- dors, and the world wins 
when you help others in need.

Snacks and beverages will be avail-
able for purchase.  Charlton City UMC is 

handicapped ac-
cessible, with am-
ple parking space.

SOUTHBRIDGE — The South-
bridge Police Department reported the 
following arrests during the week of 
Oct. 28 to Nov. 4.

Ralph J. Besaw, Jr., age 56, of  South-
bridge was arrested on Oct. 28 in con-

nection with a warrant for Violation of 
an Abuse Prevention Order.

Jomar Alexander Miranda Morales, 
age 19, of  Southbridge was arrested on 
Oct. 28 in connection with a warrant 
for Nighttime Breaking & Entering.

Joshua R. Ca-
ble, age 40, of 
Southbridge was 
arrested on Oct. 28 
for Distribution 
of  a Class B Drug 
and Conspiracy 
to Violate Drug 
Law. William J. 
Nazario-Colon, 
age 34, of  Worces-
ter was arrested 
during the same 
incident for Traf-
ficking in more 
than 18 but less 
than 36 grams of 
Cocaine, Posses-
sion of  a Class A 
and Class B Drug 
with Intent to Dis-
tribute, Posses-
sion of  a Firearm 
with a Defaced 
Serial Number, 
Possession of  a 
Large Capaci-
ty Feeding De-
vice, Possession 
of  Ammunition 
with a Federal ID, 
Improper Storage 
of  a Large Capac-

ity Firearm, Con-
spiracy to Violate 
Drug Law, Posses-

sion of  a Firearm Without a License, 
and in connection with a warrant for 
Violation of  an Abuse Prevention Or-
der. Also arrested during this incident 
was Thomas J. Colon, age 41, of  South-
bridge for Trafficking in more than 18 
but less than 36 grams of  Cocaine, Pos-
session of  a Class A Drug with Intent 
to Distribute, Possession of  a Class B 
Drug with Intent to Distribute (subse-
quent offense), Conspiracy to Violate 
Drug Law, Possession of  a Firearm 
with a Defaced Serial Number, Pos-
session of  a Large Capacity Feeding 
Device, Improper Storage of  a Large 
Capacity Feeding Device, a Firearm 
Violation with Three Prior Violent 
and/or Drug-related Convictions, and 
Possession of  a Firearm Without a Li-
cense.

Paul Savoie, age 64, of  Union, Conn. 
was arrested on Oct. 30 for Operating 
Under the Influence of  Alcohol, a Mo-
tor Vehicle Lights Violation, and Pos-
session of  an Open Container of  Alco-
hol in a Motor Vehicle.

Matthew Owens, age 38, of  Hick-
man, New Brunswick was arrested on 
Oct. 31 for Operating Under the Influ-
ence of  alcohol.

Brandy Lee Boyce, age 52, of  Charl-
ton was arrested on Oct. 31 for Oper-
ating Under the Influence of  alcohol 
(second offense), Operating Under the 
Influence of  Drugs, Negligent Oper-
ation of  a Motor Vehicle, Possession 
of  an Open Container of  Alcohol in a 
Motor Vehicle, and a Marked Lanes Vi-
olation.

Hector Manuel Rojas, age 34, of 
Southbridge was arrested on Oct. 31 in 
connection with a warrant for Felony 

Nighttime Breaking & Entering into a 
Building.

John M. Daigneault, age 34, of 
Southbridge was arrested on Nov. 1 in 
connection with a warrant for Operat-
ing a Motor Vehicle after Suspension 
of  License.

Kevin Cardoza, age 38, of  South-
bridge was arrested on Nov. 1 in con-
nection with a warrant for Shoplifting 
By Concealing Merchandise.

David Miranda Zayas, age 30, of 
Southbridge was arrested on Nov. 1 
for Violation of  an Abuse Prevention 
Order and in connection with a war-
rant for Leaving the Scene of  Property 
Damage.

A 23-year-old female and 33-year-old 
male from Worcester were taken into 
protective custody on Nov. 2 for Disor-
derly Conduct and Possession of  an 
Open Container of  Alcohol in a Motor 
Vehicle.

Adar M. Ahmed, age 30, of  Worces-
ter was arrested on Nov. 2 for Operat-
ing Under the Influence of  alcohol, 
operating an Uninsured and Unregis-
tered Motor Vehicle, Failure to Stop for 
Police, and Possession of  an Open Con-
tainer of  Alcohol in a Motor Vehicle.

A 75-year-old female from South-
bridge was issued a summons in lieu 
of  arrest on Nov. 3 for Operating a Mo-
tor Vehicle after suspension of  license 
and a State Highway Traffic Violation.

A 35-year-old male from South-
bridge was issued a summons in lieu 
of  arrest on Nov. 3 for Unlicensed Op-
eration of  a Motor Vehicle, a Marked 
Lanes Violation, and driving at a rate 
of  speed exceeding the posted limit.
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 UARANTEED
     BUILDING MAINTENANCE G

GUTTER CLEANINGS

1st Month Free!
Climate Controlled

860.792.1088                Thompson, CT
www.superiorstoragect.com

AffordablePricing

BAY PATH REG.VOC.TECH.HIGH SCHOOL
57 Old Muggett Hill Road

Charlton, MA  01507
Payroll Clerk

Full Time 7:30-3:30
Immediate Opening- Must have prior experience pre-
paring weekly/bi-weekly payroll.
Responsible for processing bi-weekly payroll for all 
school personnel and maintaining accurate payroll 
data for all employees. Please visit our Bay Path web-
site for details, or for a detailed job description and to 
apply for this job online please visit School Spring at:
https://www.schoolspring.com/jobdetail?jobId=4815214

 An Equal Opportunity Employer

SOuTHBRIDGE POLICE LOG

Dynamic Card, Collectibles and Crafts 
Show at CCUMC Saturday

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news



STURBRIDGE — The ship and its captain seemed cursed. 
The passengers paid the ultimate price. At the Friends of 
the Joshua Hyde Public Library’s Annual Meeting, attend-
ees were captivated by the tale of  this doomed side-wheel 
steamship Larchmont on a cold and stormy night on Feb. 
11, 1907. That night, some emerged heros, most lost their 
lives. 

 Daniel Harrington, a long-time monthly colum-
nist for the Providence Journal, originally wrote an article 
about the sinking of  the Larchmont for that Journal, but 
ultimately the tale haunted him and prompted him to delve 
deeper into the tragedy. He regaled the audience with his 
presentation “The Larchmont Remembered,” with stories 
of  a troop of  female Salvation Army members who gave up 
their seats in lifeboats to help others into life jackets and 
sang hymns on deck while the ship went down and we heard 
of  a woman holding her 4-year-old son begging to be allowed 
into a lifeboat but shoved out by men. They both perished. 

 The tragedy happened while first pilot John An-
son was on duty. The Harry Knowlton, a three-masted coal 
schooner was headed straight for the Larchmont. The law 
of  the sea required the powered Larchmont to steer clear 
of  the wind-powered schooner. Anson didn’t turn in time 
and the two ships collided, stuck together for a short time 
then were separated by the rough seas. The schooner was 
able to run aground and its entire crew made it to safety in 
a lifeboat. The Larchmont was not so lucky.

 The accident happened after many had gone to 
sleep for the night. Most of  the passengers who were sleep-
ing in their cabins never made it out. Those who did were 
in their night clothes and lost their lives to hypothermia. 
The passengers who were staying up all night in the salon 
battled each other to get into the four lifeboats dropped in 
the sea. One passenger slit his own throat rather than face 
certain death from freezing. 

 The hurricane deck of  the Larchmont detached 
from the rest of  the ship and acted as a raft. While many 
victims washed ashore on Block Island covered in 8 to 10 
inches of  ice, thirty passengers had clung on top of  the lib-
erated hurricane deck and 12 hours after the accident some 
were still alive. The gale force winds had blown this lifesav-
ing raft past Block Island entirely and 

was floating out to sea. The fishing vessel Elsie set out on a 
rescue mission and was able to recover the survivors on this 
raft. Many were kept alive by Harry Feldman who beat his 
wife Bertha and others while screaming at them, “Don’t lie 
down with the dead!”

 Since the only passenger list was on the ship, no 
one knows how many actually died, but it is believed at least 
150 died, and possibly as many as 300 
passengers perished. This prompted 
changes in maritime record keeping 
and now passenger manifests are re-
quired to have a copy kept on shore as 
well. Many have said this tragedy was 
America’s Titanic, but since the Larch-
mont went down five years before the 
Titanic, that tragedy was actually En-
gland’s Larchmont. 

 Following the tale of  the 
Larchmont, the Friends conducted its 
Annual Meeting. At the meeting, the 
library’s annual Wish List of  funding 
was approved as was an increase in 
annual dues. Also, officers were voted 
in including: Donna Englander, presi-
dent; Carrie Braney, treasurer; Alice 
Kao, secretary/clerk and newcomer 
Lisa Beaudin was welcomed as vice 
president. 

The Friends of  the Joshua Hyde 
Public Library is a fundraising or-
ganization that funnels its income to 
providing for programming, museum 
passes, movie series, book discussion 
groups, children’s activities and pro-
grams and any extras the library needs 
to meet the needs of  the community’s 
citizens. To join the Friends, please vis-
it: www.sturbridgelibraryfriends.org.

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — The Dud-
ley Charlton Regional School District 
is embracing a proven system to help 
enhance support among staff  across 
the district bringing together educa-
tors and administrators to provide the 
appropriate resources to provide ac-
cessible learning for all students.

Called the “multi-tiered system of 
support,” the approach involves creat-
ing three distinct but intertwined ap-
proaches to personalization learning 
strategies starting with the base tier 
that involves full classroom teaching 
and including two higher tiers that 
provide more targeted and individu-
alized support. Assistant Superinten-

dent of  Schools Kelly True provided an 
update on the district’s implementa-
tion of  these systems during a School 
Committee meeting in October where 
she called is a “huge focus” for the en-
tire staff  this school year. The district 
has also put a heavy focus on least re-
strictive learning (LRE) which True 
says will be heavily supported by these 
systems. 

“That is going to help us with our 
work around LRE, with our work 
around just what’s happening in our 
core classes, making sure that curric-
ulum is accessible for kids and that 
it’s engaging. All those great things 
that we want. But it starts with leader-
ship and us putting those structures in 
place for multi-tiered systems of  sup-
port,” said True. “We are really work-

ing as an administrative team so that 
every building has a working multi-
tiered system of  support for both aca-
demics and social emotional wellness 
which is a lot of  work – We're working 
together in a course that is going to be 
very helpful for us and we also have 
partnered with a consultant.”

That consultant is Eric Sheninger 
who has authored writeups promot-
ing personalized learning strategies 
and how they bridge the gaps in edu-
cation. Sheninger will be providing 
the district with eight visits and con-
sultations to help assist in creating the 
most accessible learning environment 
possible in Dudley and Charlton.

“He’s going to be working with our 
administrative team this year to help 
guide us on things like looking at data, 

using data to support our multi-tiered 
systems of  support, and the things that 
we want to be able to put into place in 
our schools. He’s going to help us get 
those off  the ground as well as help us 
with different trainings that we can 
do with our staff  and help support 
the administrators and the work that 
they’re doing with their staff  within 
their buildings, which I think is really 
important,” said True.

The district plans to incorporate 
Sheninger into their professional de-
velopment programs and meetings 
this school year with the end goal of 
enhancing academic wellness and so-
cial emotional health for all.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

GREAT SELECTION OF
 NEW AND GENTLY USED 

APPLIANCES

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES

In Home Service Calls

DAVE’S 
APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
Sales & Service

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

FALL
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Lisa and I 
like unicorns!  
Lisa is described as both fun-

ny and intelligent. She is open 
to new experiences and has 
gone horseback riding, taken 
violin lessons, played volleyball 
at her school, and taken part in 
a local Wizard of Oz produc-
tion. She loves arts and crafts, 
playing card and board games, 
and watching videos on her 
tablet. Lisa enjoys reading and 
you can always count on her to 
have a book in hand. Lisa would 
one day like to take gymnastics 

or karate lessons. Lisa also attends a youth group, which she 
enjoys very much. 

https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/
child/7811 

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.ma-
reinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) 
can give you guidance and information on the adoption process. 
Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help children and 
teens in foster care. 

Lisa 
Age 11 

Registration # 7811 

Burden yourself no more 
with higher rents! 
Come see this cozy 

mobile home for $89,000 
in Thompson,

 CT. Lot fee applies. 
Age 40+ in this park.
Call 860-315-7395

PURE BRED BEAGLE
 PUPPIES FOR SALE

Parents on site
First vet visit completed

Available Nov 4th
$800 (cash/check only)

Contact Jim at 508-294-7264

DCRSD embracing multi-tiered system of support

Friends of the Joshua Hyde Library hear 
tale of doomed ship at annual meeting



BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION — Worcester 
County District Attorney 
Joseph Early, Jr., recent-
ly received an award for 
helping to prevent dis-
tracted driving.

AAA Northeast pre-
sented DA Early with a 
Traffic Safety Hero Award 
during a ceremony held 
last month. The award 
recognizes Early’s efforts 
through multiple initia-
tives to reduce incidents 
of  distracted driving. 

Among the DA’s most effective 
programs this year is the “Eyes Up, 
Phones Down” campaign.

Launched in March, the campaign 
is supported by several community, 
state, and regional partners. These in-
clude AAA Northeast, the Massachu-
setts Registry of  Motor Vehicles, the 
Massachusetts Department of  Trans-
portation, the City of  Worcester, the 
Worcester Police Department, the Safe 
Roads Alliance, and WalkBike Worces-
ter.

“I am so thankful to AAA for this 
recognition and for being a partner in 
our mission of  prevention. This award 

really reflects the efforts of  a lot of 
good people with a passion to make our 
roads safer,” Early said. “They play an 
essential role in this campaign. To-
gether, all of  us are working to prevent 
traffic deaths and serious motor vehi-
cle crashes.”

The Eyes Up, Phones Down cam-
paign specifically encourages drivers 
to activate the “Do Not Disturb” fea-
ture on their cell phones, which mutes 
notifications while driving. The goal of 
the campaign is for residents to avoid 
distracted driving and help reduce 
crashes.

Additionally, the campaign utilizes 

WORCESTER 
— The Quin-
sigamond Com-
munity College 
community is 
coming to the aid 
of  pets affected 
by the recent hur-
ricanes in several 
Southern states, 
through a recent 
Pet Food Drive 
sponsored by the 
QCC Police De-
partment. More 
than 100 pounds 
of  food and sev-
eral boxes of 
supplies and toys 
have been donat-
ed.

“Hur ricanes 
Helene and Mil-
ton devastated 
several of  our 
southern states 

impacting mil-
lions of  people 
as well as their 
pets. As a commu-
nity college po-
lice department, 
we strive to put 
community first 
in all that we do 
and this includes 
helping other 
communities in 
need,” said QCC 
Police Chief  Ste-
phen DiGiovanni.

Central Massa-
chusetts Disaster 
Animal Response 
Team (CMDART) 
collaborated with 
Lions Clubs of 
Massachusetts to 
receive and deliv-
er the donations. 
Over the last sev-
eral weeks, the 

college received 
an outpouring of 
canned and dry 
pet food, treats, 

bedding, leashes 
and toys. QCC’s 
donations will 
join others from 

across New En-
gland to support 
hurricane vic-
tims with pets. 
The items will be 
distributed out of 
North Carolina 
Lions Camp Dog-
wood, a retreat 
for the blind and 
visually impaired 
in Sherrills Ford, 
N.C.

“During cata-
strophic events, 
pets are often for-
gotten about or 
left behind. They 
deserve just as 
much help after 
these disasters,” 
said Campus Po-
lice Officer Nick 
Yacuzzi, who is 
also canine han-
dler to Siggy, 

QCC’s communi-
ty resource dog. 
“Siggy has made 
a positive impact 
on our college 
community and 
now we are pay-
ing it forward by 
helping support 
other pet owners 
in need.”

CMDART is 
taking applica-
tions for volun-
teers across Cen-
tral Mass and for 
those who may 
want to learn 
about emergency 
animal sheltering 
to help with disas-
ters. 

“When the 
world is full of 
stress as it is now, 
the coming to-

gether of  people 
who care demon-
strates a small 
positive impact 
we can make. 
CMDART was 
very glad to help 
mediate this 
transport to help 

animals and pet 
owners impact-
ed in the South,” 
said JoAnn Grif-
fin, president and 
team lead of  CM-
DART.
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ChurCh Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
508- 248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
 www.charltonfedchurch.org 
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open tO CLOse

Charlton town hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PubliC library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

PoliCe DePartment (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DePartment (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post oFFiCes
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

sChools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

southbriDge town hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JaCob eDwarDs PubliC library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

www.StonebridgePress.com

CHARLTON
$475,000, 7-A N Sturbridge Rd, 

Amoresano, Nicole Y, to Garcia, Jean 
L, and Fernandez, Braian.

$412,236, 258 Carpenter Hill Rd, Judi-
ce, Jason, to 258 Carpenter Hill Road T, 
and Beach, Zachary.

$385,000, 12-L Turner Rd, Charlton 
Orchards Grp LLC, to Mccullough, An-
drew J.

$95,000, Hiland Rd #4, Hansen, 
Christopher R, and Hansen, Krystal L, 
to Charlton Woods Const LLC.

$77,500, Hiland Rd #2, Hansen, 
Christopher R, and Hansen, Krystal L, 
to Charlton Woods Const LLC.

$77,500, Hiland Rd #3, Hansen, 
Christopher R, and Hansen, Krystal L, 
to Charlton Woods Const LLC.

HOLLAND
$312,000, 21 Heritage Dr, Truax, 

Nicholas C, to Donahue, Nathan.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$445,000, 117 Hartwell St, Giovanello 

Ft, and Giovanello, Enrico A, to Young, 
Rachel Y.

$445,000, 119 Hartwell St, Giovanello 
Ft, and Giovanello, Enrico A, to Young, 
Rachel Y.

$351,000, 64 Kingsley St, Pare, Mark 
W, to Ellis, Anekah S, and Ballard, Bry-
an T.

$345,500, 901 Guelphwood Rd, Santos 
John G Est, and Santos, John J, to Man-
gual, Michaelangelo.

$209,900, 44 Maria Ave #302, Sladdin, 
John, to Solomon, Peter.

$80,000, 42 Prince Rd, Hawkes, Jus-
tin D, to Harrington, Amanda J.

STURBRIDGE
$245,000, 7 Crescent Way #114, Van-

derbrug, Andrew M, and Vanderbrug, 
Carol, to Stidsen, Larry D.

reaL estate

QCC police hold pet supply drive for hurricane victims

DA earns award for efforts to prevent 
distracted driving

Courtesy

Worcester County District Attorney Joseph Early, Jr., is con-
gratulated for earning a traffic safety award.

a variety of  public education tools, in-
cluding social media postings, educa-
tional pamphlets, and presentations to 
driving school students.

AAA Northeast hosts an annual 
Community Safety Traffic Awards cer-
emony, during which the organization 
not only recognizes Traffic Safety He-
roes, but also local police departments 
and individual officers or school cross-
ing guards for their safety efforts each 
year. 

This year, 18 police departments 
and 23 individuals in Massachusetts 
received awards.

AAA Northeast leaders thank the 
DA’s Office for its efforts in increasing 
road and pedestrian safety.

“All of  us who care about making 
the roads safer for all road users know 
that we can accomplish much more 
when we work together. The Eyes Up, 
Phones Down campaign proved to be 
a great stakeholder partnership, and 
we commend District Attorney Ear-
ly for his leadership on the distracted 
driving issue,” said Mary Maguire, the 
vice president of  public affairs at AAA 
Northeast.

To learn more about several other 
public safety initiatives led by the DA’s 
Office, visit www.WorcesterDA.com. 

St. Christopher’s Annual 
Craft Fair returns Nov. 24

BRIMFIELD — The Women of  St. 
Christopher’s Parish on Rt. 20 in Brim-
field will hold their annual craft fair on 
Saturday, Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
and Sunday, Nov. 24 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Vendors offer everything from 
handcrafted jewelry, primitives, quilt-
ed, knit & crochet items, Christmas 
decorations and ornaments, organic 
lotions and soaps, wood, watercolor, 
bargain tables and so much more! Get 
your gift shopping done and support 
your local small business, in addition 
to finding unique gifts for everyone on 

your list! The kitchen will be serving 
a delicious breakfast and lunch along 
with sweet treats during the fair and a 
Cookie Walk on Saturday morning un-
til sold out. Meat and Turkey Pot Pies 
can be pre-ordered to take home. There 
will be raffles offering great prizes too.  
Admission is free. A few vendor spots 
are available.  

For more information contact the 
parish at 413-245-7274 or email stchris-
brimfield@gmail.com or check it out 
on the church’s Facebook page.

Ski or snowboard at  
Wachusett Mountain

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
Are you interested in 
having a lot of  fun while 
also helping to make the 
winter fly by? Any stu-
dents in Grade 3 and up, 
parents or teachers  from 
any of  the surrounding 
towns and states can ski 
or snowboard eight con-
secutive Saturday nights 
at Wachusett Mountain 

for just $199 through the 
Southbridge Ski Club.  
That’s less than $25 per 
night!  You drive to Wa-
chusett Mountain on 
your own. 

The eight-week pro-
gram begins on Satur-
day, Jan. 4, and ends 
Saturday, Feb. 22.  Ski 
or Snowboard Rentals 
as well as Lessons are 

also available at a very 
reasonable cost. Also, 
students or non students 
can purchase Gold, Sil-
ver and Bronze season 
Passes at a lower dis-
counted price through 
our Club. For more in-
formation, please con-
tact southbridgeski@
gmail.com.



SOUTHBRIDGE — 
The Friends of  Jacob 
Edwards Library are 
holding a book sale 
this week at the library, 
236 Main St. in South-
bridge. The sale starts 
Thursday, Nov. 7 and 
runs until Saturday, 
Nov. 9. 

The Pioppi Room and 
Periodical Room in the 
lower level will have 
a vast assortment of 
books, plants and puz-
zles. Books are sorted 
into categories to make 
shopping easier. The 
sale runs from noon on 
Thursday until 7:45 p.m. 
Friday, the sale runs 9 
a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Satur-
day, the sale will be 9-11 
a.m. Prices are $1-$3 for 
plants, $1 for books and 

puzzles- only cash is ac-
cepted. The inventory 
consists of  hundreds of 
gently read books and 
intact puzzles, as well as 
many sizes and variety 
of  plants. 

At the same time, 
raffle tickets for the 
craft basket will be sold 
until the drawing on 
Saturday. Tickets are 
$2, 3 for $5 for a bas-
ket stuffed with lots 
of  crafting materials.  
Proceeds from the sales 
fund the programs sup-
ported by the Friends, 
namely museum pass-
es, programs, summer 
reading activities, gin-
gerbread house project, 
beverage service and 
other library needs. For 
more information, call 

the library, 508-764-5426. 
Be sure to come early 

for the best selection. 
Teachers are invited 

to bring their id for a 
complementary tote to 

fill with books for their 
classrooms.

WORCESTER — Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN of  Athol, Academy Director at 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy was joined by 
her husband, Joseph Bolandrina in the Nov. 2 JAK-L 
Foundation Masquerade Gala at Union Station. 
The JAK-L Foundation mission is to expand mental 
health awareness and directly impact the commu-
nity to reduce the stigma around accessing mental 
health support. The JAK-L Foundation wants to di-
rectly support suicide prevention as part of  their 
work and encourage the community to prioritize 
mental health. 

JAK-L Foundation is a non-profit organization 
founded to raise money for mental health awareness 
in memory of  Julie Lulu, a beloved daughter, sister, 
mother, niece, and friend. Directly from JAK-L Foun-
dation’s Web site (https://jak-l.com/): “We lost Julie 
to suicide in 2017 after a long battle with her own 
mental health struggles. Julie was a fierce, loving, 
and goofy person and that got lost in the midst of  her 
battle at times.” 

Further stated at the Web site, “We, as a family, 
know how devastating the loss to suicide is and our 
goal is to raise money with the goal of  supporting 
others and their families so that they don’t have to 
experience what we did.” The office of  JAK-L Foun-

dation is located at 43 Buffum Rd., Charlton. 
Bolandrina stated, “The mission of  JAK-L Foun-

dation directly aligns with my belief  in breaking the 
stigma associated with mental illness and raising 
awareness for mental health, I fully support their 
efforts.” 

For JAK-L Foundation’s Masquerade Gala, tick-
ets were available at jak-l.com and the two local lo-
cations Essentials Hair Design in Webster, and Ca-
hill Tire Automotive Center in Oxford. Funds raised 
help support local programs for Mental Health and 
Scholarships for local schools. Live music, mask con-
test, dancing, photo booth, and fabulous prizes from 
raffles and silent auctions along with delicious food 
made for an enchanted evening. 

“Additionally, empowering communities and sav-
ing lives, it’s what prudent nurses do,” said Bolan-
drina. 

She added, “It’s a chance to make an impact in 
mental health awareness, and a chance to show com-
munity support.” 

Further, Bolandrina stated, “I am grateful for the 
opportunity to participate, for my husband Joseph’s 
support, and Kim’s invitation. We look forward to 
participating again next year and for the May 17, 
2025 Walk.”
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Friday price 11/1/24 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

New job, new retirement 
account options
We can talk through your financial goals and 
find the option that works best for you.

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

SEASONED 
FIREWOOD 

Cut Split 
and Delivered 

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Bay Path Academy Director attends JAK-L 
Foundation's Masquerade Gala for Mental Health

Courtesy

Kim Sterczala of Cahill Tire Automotive Center in Oxford, 
member of JAK-L Event, Committee and Bolandrina. 

Friends of Jacob Edwards Library holding book sale 



We stand at the 
crossroads of  another 
chapter in our nation’s 
story. The act of  vot-
ing, an honor hard-
won and cherished, 
reflects our journey 
from a small group of 
colonies to a mighty 
republic, constantly 
tested and reshaped by 
the hands of  its people.

It all began in 1775 
with a small group of  determined 
colonists who risked everything for 
self-governance. Visionaries like 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
and Benjamin Franklin knew that in-
dependence from Britain was only the 
start. They would go on to craft a na-
tion based on untested ideals of  liberty, 
rallying under the Declaration of  Inde-
pendence—a declaration of  rights for 
all who would call themself  American, 
even if  America’s early reality fell far 
short of  this lofty vision.

We faced immediate and daunting 
challenges. As westward expansion 
continued, conflicts erupted between 
settlers and Indigenous tribes. 

Tragically, Native American nations 
were forced from their lands, often with 
devastating consequences that contin-
ue today, reminding us of  promises not 
kept and wrongs that still echo through 
our history.

Even as America grew, another 
dark shadow loomed: the institution 
of  slavery. By the 1800s, slavery was en-
trenched in American life, particularly 
in the South, where millions of  people 
lived in bondage. Abolitionists like 
Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, 
and Harriet Tubman risked their lives 
to challenge this brutal institution. 
Their courage would be a rallying cry 
for the Civil War, a four-year battle 
that tore the nation apart. Yet, under 
the leadership of  Abraham Lincoln, 

the Union’s victory 
brought freedom to 
enslaved people and 
solidified the principle 
that “all men are creat-
ed equal.”

The fight for free-
dom did not end there. 
The women’s suffrage 
movement took hold in 
the late 19th century, as 
Susan B. Anthony, Eliz-
abeth Cady Stanton, 

and countless others pushed for equal 
rights. Decades of  relentless advocacy 
finally succeeded with the passage of 
the 19th Amendment in 1920, granting 
women the right to vote and affirming 
that America’s promise of  freedom ex-
tended to all citizens.

Just when we seemed to be on a path 
of  unity, the world was thrown into cha-
os. World War I and later World War II. 
Veterans of  those wars, like Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and George S. Patton, re-
turned as heroes, their courage rein-
forcing America’s role as a beacon of 
freedom, yet even as our soldiers fought 
for liberty abroad, Americans at home 
wrestled with deep issues of  justice and 
equality.

The Civil Rights Movement of  the 
1960s marked a new era of  change, chal-
lenging systems of  segregation and 
discrimination. Leaders like Martin 
Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and John 
Lewis reminded the nation that “free-
dom for all” meant just that—for every 
race, creed, and color. 

They pushed America toward the 
promises written into its founding doc-
uments through marches, sit-ins, and 
speeches, which led to legislative mile-
stones like the Civil Rights Act and the 
Voting Rights Act, which continue to 
protect and empower citizens today.

Since then, we’ve faced significant 
challenges and times of  turmoil—from 
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Embracing 
the shift: 
Falling 
back to 
a cozier 
season

As the clocks roll back an hour and 
daylight slips away a bit sooner, it’s 
easy to feel the initial sting of  losing 
those precious evening rays. The tran-
sition to shorter days and longer nights 
can be tough—our routines are thrown 
off, the dark arrives before dinner, and 
it feels like our world has shrunk just a 
little. But while that initial adjustment 
can feel jarring, there’s an opportunity 
in this seasonal shift to lean into some-
thing more comforting and cozier.

When we fall back, we enter a season 
that invites us to slow down and settle 
in. The crisp, cool air outside becomes 
a reason to pull out our favorite sweat-
ers, gather around fires, and sip on 
warm drinks that taste like nostalgia. 
It’s a time when neighborhoods start to 
glow with holiday lights, and homes be-
come filled with the sounds of  friends 
and family reconnecting over shared 
meals and laughter.

For those who thrive on outdoor 
adventure, the shift also marks the 
beginning of  snow sports season. The 
first snowfalls dust the world in white, 
creating a canvas that catches the 
sunlight and transforms the simplest 
landscapes into scenes of  breathtaking 
beauty. Whether you’re skiing down a 
mountain, sledding with the kids, or 
taking a quiet walk as snowflakes fall 
around you, there’s something undeni-
ably magical about embracing winter’s 
gifts.

And while the early nights may ini-
tially feel like a loss, they can also be 
an invitation. An invitation to slower 
evenings at home, wrapped in blankets, 
breathing in the cool, refreshing air as 
it seeps through the window. An invi-
tation to more time spent catching up 
with loved ones, sharing stories, and 
building up the excitement for the hol-
idays ahead.

Adjusting to the time change isn’t 
always seamless, but soon enough, 
we settle into this season and realize 
it’s not so bad after all. It’s the season 
of  comfort, of  gathering, and of  find-
ing joy in the simple things. So, as we 
turn the clocks back and brace for the 
darker evenings, let’s remember to also 
turn our focus to the light—whether 
it’s in the glow of  holiday decorations, 
the sparkle of  snow under the sun, or 
the warmth shared with those we love. 

Cutting spending can help 
boost retirement savings

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Like most of  us, you may someday want 
to enjoy a comfortable retirement. Your 
ability to achieve this goal will depend on 
how much you save — but it also matters 
how much you spend.

And saving and spending are certain-
ly related: The more you can reduce your 
spending, the more money you could have 
available to save for retirement through 
your IRA and your 401(k) or other employ-
er-sponsored retirement plan. Over many 
years, even relatively small amounts di-
verted from spending to saving and invest-
ing could add up substantially.

How can you go about potentially re-
ducing your spending? Here are a few sug-
gestions:

Use a budgeting tool. If  you’re not al-
ready doing so, you might want to con-
sider using a free online budgeting tool. 
Among other capabilities, these apps can 
place your spending in categories — gro-
ceries, travel, entertainment, and so on 
— which can reveal redundancies that, 
once eliminated, could save you money. 
For example, you might find that you’re 
spending a not-insignificant amount on 
streaming services you rarely use. Or you 
might be surprised at how often you go the 
grocery store, rather than consolidating 
your visits and reducing the likelihood of 
“impulse” purchases.

Take advantage of  employee benefits. If 
you work for a mid-size or large company, 
you may have an extensive employee ben-
efit plan, which could include discounts 
on some products and services. Also, 
if  you are enrolled in a high-deductible 
health plan through your employer, you 
might have access to a health savings ac-
count (HSA) or flexible spending account 
(FSA), either of  which may let you lower 
your out-of-pocket health care costs by us-
ing pre-tax dollars to pay for deductibles, 
copayments, coinsurance and some other 
qualified expenses.

Shop around for insurance. To some ex-
tent, we are all creatures of  habit, which 
can be good in some circumstances and not 
so good in others. In the “not so good” cat-
egory, many people stick with their auto, 
homeowners and life insurance policies 
year after year, even though they might 
be able to save some money by switching 
to another company. But even if  you stay 
with your current company, you might 
find ways to save money by taking steps 
such as adding a home security system. 
Check with your insurer to learn more.

Compare credit cards. There’s a piece 
of  financial advice that essentially says: 
“Pay cash for everything” — and this isn’t 
a bad idea. Ideally, you might want to use 
a credit card strictly for items such as 
car rentals or hotel reservations, and you 
should pay off  the bill each month to avoid 
interest charges. Sometimes, though, you 
may need to use your card for other pur-
poses, and it may not always be possible to 
pay your bill in full. That’s why you’ll want 
to review credit cards periodically to find 
one with lower interest rates, a favorable 
balance transfer offer and a better rewards 
program.

It’s not always easy to cut down on your 
spending, but when you do, it can provide 
more peace of  mind — and an opportunity 
to boost your savings for what could be a 
long and active retirement.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com.

Tiffany Studios and Tiffany & Company
One of  the most 

knowledgeable an-
tique dealers I’ve 
worked with used to 
call Tiffany “the mag-
ic word.” The Tiffany 
name coupled with 
the quality and crafts-
manship of  their piec-
es commands a premi-
um.

Tiffany’s history 
dates back nearly 200 
years. Their website 
states that Charles 
Lewis Tiffany and 

John B. Young opened a “stationery and 
fancy goods” store with a $1,000 advance 
from Tiffany’s father. The shop opened 
at 259 Broadway in New York and fo-
cused on “American style” goods that 
differed from the styles of  the day in 
Europe. In 1845, the Tiffany & Co. Blue 
Book became the first direct-mail cat-
alog, offering jewelry and accessories 
to those who couldn’t travel to the New 
York store.

Tiffany’s silverware designs earned 
them a bronze medal at the 1867 Paris 
Exposition. At the turn of  the 20th cen-
tury, they opened locations in London 
and Paris. They weren’t only known 
for their silverware. In 1878, they show-
cased one of  the largest and finest yel-
low diamonds at 128.54 carats with 82 
facets.

Louis Comfort Tiffany took over the 
business in 1902 and formed Tiffany 
Studios and other offshoots of  the main 
company. Tiffany & Company continued 
to produce silver and jewelry while Tif-
fany Studios produced Tiffany Lamps 
and stained glass. Louis Comfort Tiffa-
ny also produced bronze, glass, pottery 
and other functional and artistic pieces 
as Tiffany Studios and under different 
brands. 

Tiffany Studios closed in 1932 while 
Tiffany & Company continued to run. 
Tiffany & Company produced china for 
White House dinners, military medals, 
and sports trophies. Their jewels have 
been worn by famous women including 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and Eliz-
abeth Taylor. Tiffany & Company still 
runs their landmark store on 5th Ave-

nue in New York City. You can even or-
der breakfast at Tiffany’s in their Blue 
Box Café.

As you would expect, the quality and 
beauty of  Tiffany pieces continues to 
make them popular with collectors. In 
one of  our auctions last month, we sold 
a group of  Tiffany bronze and glass 
desk accessories that brought $1,200. We 
also sold a Tiffany “Olympian” pattern 
sterling silver flatware set for $3,500. An 
antique Tiffany 18 karat gold necklace 
with tourmaline stones brought $23,000.

Stained glass pieces have also fetched 
some amazing prices at auction. “The 
Danner Memorial” window made by 
Tiffany Studios from the First Baptist 
Church in Canton, Ohio, sold for a little 
under $2 million in 2000. A one-of-a-kind 
Tiffany stained glass and bronze lamp 
that was exhibited at the Exposition 
Universelle in Paris in 1900 and at the 
1901 Pan-American Exposition in Buffa-
lo, N.Y., went to auction in 2021. It lit up 
the auction hall and the bidder’s home 
when it sold for $3.7 million in 2021.

We have some specialty auctions 
coming up including a major collection 
of  Civil War memorabilia and a collec-
tion of  memorabilia of  some Hollywood 
legends. As always, we continue to ac-
cept consignments of  fine jewelry, ster-
ling silver, paintings by well-known art-
ists, advertising signs, coins, old comic 
books and baseball cards, and almost 
any other valuable antique or vintage 
item for future auctions. Please visit 
our Web site, https://centralmassauc-
tions.com, for links to upcoming events.

Contact us to consign items or for 
auction information at: Wayne Tuisku-
la Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, Collectibles Auc-
tions and Appraisal Services info@cen-
tralmassauctions.com or (508-612-6111).

WAYNE TUISKULA

antiques, 
collectibles 

& estates

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

Happy Election Week

Turn To ELECTION page  9



Soil is 
the foun-
dation of 
a healthy 
g a r d e n , 
but let’s 
be hon-
est, most 
gardeners 

don’t like spending time, energy, and 
money on it. It’s more fun to show 
off  pretty flowers or share tasty 
vegetables. But creating a healthy 
soil foundation will increase your 
growing success which means more 
beautiful flowers, larger harvests, 
and a healthier landscape to enjoy.

When creating a new lawn, land-
scape, or garden bed, begin with 
a soil test. Use soil testing to eval-
uate your fertilization practices 
and diagnose problems in existing 
lawns and gardens.  Prioritize and 
spread out the cost by starting with 
new and struggling gardens or lawn 
areas. Then implement an ongoing 
testing schedule that tests one or 
two existing gardens each year. Test-
ing lawns and gardens every few 

years can help improve their health 
while helping you avoid improper 
and overfertilization that can neg-
atively impact your landscape and 
the environment. 

A soil test report tells you what 
if  any fertilizer is needed and what 
fertilizer is best to use for the plants 
you are growing. It also evaluates 
the soil pH, acidity, and alkalinity, 
advising you of  any needed adjust-
ments. Testing this before fertiliz-
ing or adjusting the soil pH can help 
avoid years of  problems caused by 
applying too much or the wrong fer-
tilizer, lime, sulfur, or other prod-
ucts.

You can take a soil sample for 
testing whenever the soil is not fro-
zen, and you have not recently ap-
plied fertilizer.  Fall is an excellent 
time as it allows you to implement 
the soil test results before the next 
growing season.

Contact your local or state Uni-
versity Extension Service to locate 
a qualified soil testing lab near you. 
Many have a state lab that provides 
this service for a fee while others 
provide lists of  soil-testing labs in 
your area.

Take separate samples for each 
type of  planting, garden bed, and 
if  needed, lawn area.  As you may 
have discovered, the soil can vary 
greatly from one place to anoth-
er. Fill may have been added when 
the house was built, topsoil used to 

create planting beds, and other soil 
amendments incorporated that can 
impact your growing success. Tak-
ing a sample from individual plant-
ing beds, mixed borders, and the 
lawn provides better information 
on the existing conditions and what 
is needed for growing those types of 
plants.

Use a clean trowel and bucket to 
gather the soil sample.  If  needed, 
slide away mulch and remove a nar-
row slice of  soil, four to six inches 
deep, where many plant roots grow.

Take several samples from the 
garden or lawn area you want to 
test. Collect samples from each edge 
and several throughout the middle 
of  the bed or lawn area. Mix the 
samples together, place about a cup 
in a plastic bag, and send it to the 
soil testing lab. Allow several weeks 
for the test to be completed and the 
results returned.

Consider adding soil testing to 
your garden preparation and ongo-
ing care. This investment will help 
you grow healthier, more produc-
tive, and more beautiful gardens 
and landscapes.

Melinda Myers has written over 
20 gardening books, including Mid-
west Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd 
Edition and Small Space Garden-
ing. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and the na-
tionally syndicated Melinda’s Gar-
den Moment radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing ed-
itor for Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Myers’ Web site is www.MelindaMy-
ers.com.

As the harvest season 
wraps up, farmers mar-
kets, local stands, and 
grocery stores are piled 
high with winter squash, 
with butternut being a 
top choice.   Butternut 
squash is healthy, hearty, 
versatile, and delicious, 
so it’s no surprise it’s a 
seasonal favorite!

From savory soups 
to flavorful fries, this 
week’s column high-
lights ways to enjoy the 
last of  the season’s fin-
est!

Butternut Squash 
Bisque

This hearty recipe 
uses fresh butternut 
squash and apple cider 
for a blend of  savory and 
sweet. 

 
Ingredients: 1 table-

spoon olive oil; ½ large 
onion, diced; ½ large 
carrot, diced; 1 stalk cel-
ery, diced; 1 pound but-
ternut squash, peeled, 
seeded and diced; 2 
sprigs fresh thyme, 
rinsed; 5 cups chicken 
stock or canned chicken 
broth; 2 cups apple cider; 
2 cups heavy cream, or 
half  cream half  chicken 
stock (optional); Salt and 
black pepper, to taste.

Directions: Heat the 
oil in a large pot and sau-
té the onion, carrot, and 
celery until the carrot 
and celery are soft and 
the onion is translucent, 
about 5 minutes. Add 
the squash and thyme 
and sauté until all of  the 
vegetables are coated 
with oil, about 2 min-
utes. Add the stock and 
the 2 cups of  cider and 
simmer until the squash 
is very soft, about 30 
minutes. Remove from 
heat. Puree the mix-
ture, in small batches, 
in a blender on medium 
speed until smooth and 
well blended. Place the 
pureed mixture into an-
other pot and stir in ei-
ther the cream or stock 
to achieve the desired 
consistency. Add the salt 
and black pepper. Heat 
gently and serve.

Note: When heating 
this soup, be careful not 
to overcook it to retain 
its sweet and savory fla-
vor.

**
 
Easy Butternut 

Squash Soup 
This six ingredient 

Butternut Squash recipe 
Easy, is not only easy, but 
healthy. You won’t even 
miss the cream!

            
Ingredients:  ½ T ol-

ive oil; 2 garlic cloves, 
minced; one onion, 
diced; one butternut 
squash, peeled and diced 
into cubes; 32 ounces 

vegetable broth; 1-2 tsp 
salt

 
Directions: In a Dutch 

oven or heavy pot, heat 
olive oil over medium 
heat. Add onion and gar-
lic and cook until soft-
ened, about five minutes.

Ad cut up butternut 
squash and vegetable 
broth. Bring to a boil 
then cover and simmer 
for 15-20 minutes until 
squash is softened.

Blend to desire 
smoothness with im-
mersion blender (or in 
a blender). Season with 
salt. 

Makes eight cups; 135 
calories per cup. 

 
*recipe from Yummy-

HealthyEasy.com
**
Butternut Squash 

Fries
 
Ingredients: one me-

dium butternut squash 
(chose squash with lon-
ger necks for more fries); 
2 T olive or avocado oil; 
½ teaspoon each salt 
and pepper.

 
Instructions:  Preheat 

oven to 400 degrees.  Line 
a cookie sheet with 
parchment paper.  

Peel squash; cut into 
half, then cut into short-
er strips to form fries.  (If 
you have a crinkle cutter, 
even better)! 

In a bowl, coat the 
squash strips with oil, 
salt and pepper.  Place 

evenly on the cookie 
sheet.

Cook for 20 minutes, 
turn fries, and then cook 
for another 10 to 20 min-
utes, until browned and 
crispy.   (Cooking time 
varies, depending upon 
how thick the squash is 
cut.) 

**
 
Chinese Butternut 

Ravioli
This is a restaurant 

recipe shared years ago, 
and worth republishing. 
It’s a seasonal treat that 
combines the flavors of 
fresh butternut squash 
and native maple syrup 
with an Asian twist. And 
it’s so easy to prepare!

 
Ingredients: But-

ternut squash; butter; 
brown sugar; won ton 
wrappers; egg white;  
pure maple syrup.

Instructions: Mash 
and prepare butternut 
squash with butter and 
brown sugar as desired.  
Brush one side of  won 
ton wrapper with egg 
white wash.  Fill center 
of  wrapper with squash 
and top with another 
wrapper (washed sides 
touching).  Pinch edges 
to form a seal.  Boil in 
water for three or more 
minutes until won tons 
are tender.  Serve hot 
topped with warmed ma-
ple syrup.

**      
 
From the ar-

chives:  Below are two 
butternut squash tips 
previously shared by 
readers:

 
This tip cuts prep 

time for butternut 
squash down to size!

 
I have an easy tip 

for prepping butternut 
squash. The squash is 
delicious, but it can be 
such a difficult thing to 
prepare.  Here’s a trick 
you can use to make that 
process easier. Just place 
the squash in the micro-
wave for 2-3 minutes. 
Afterwards you’ll see 
that the squash becomes 
much easier to seed, peel 
and cube.

Donna Lewandowski 
Charlton, MA
**
Who knew?  This 

reader’s slow cooker 
method eliminates the 
hassle of  peeling and 
cutting hard-as-a-rock 
butternut squash! 

 
Here is my tip.  Put 

the whole butternut 
squash right in the 
crockpot, add just a lit-
tle water and cook it un-
til soft.  It comes out so 
good, I can even eat the 
skin.  I wish my father 
knew this on all those 
holidays!  Just scoop out 
the seeds in the middle, 
no peeling needed.

Cathy Patchen
North Brookfield, MA 
** 
Win Dinner for Two 

at the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
(or whenever I receive 
enough tips for a col-
umn) will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge.  Because 
I'm in the business of 
dispensing tips, not in-
venting them (although 
I can take credit for 
some), I'm counting on 
you readers out there to 
share your best helpful 
hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?  Do 
you have a question re-
garding household or 
garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.
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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 11/8 & SATURDAY 11/9
(AFTER 5PM),

BRAISED 
SHORT RIB

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 12/31/24

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!
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Butternut Squash Recipes

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMenTs

Grow healthier gardens with the help of a soil test

Melinda Myers

Soil testing can be used to evaluate fertilization practices and diagnose problems in lawns 
and gardens.
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It seems as though win-
ter has taken a break, 
which is OK with me. 
Unfortunately, ice fish-
ing will suffer with no 
ice to fish on, but locals 
like Matt Fontaine have 
taken matters into their 
own hands and broke out 
their open water fishing 
gear and traveled to the 
cape ponds to do a little 
shore fishing. Gearing 
up with his waders and 
spinning rod, he set out 
to fish Peter’s pond and 
managed to catch a few 
impressive rainbow trout 
on fishing lures. He 
was not alone at the lake, 
with other anglers also 
fishing from the shore-
line. He also noticed a 
few boats trolling not far 
from shore. Matt is also a 
great cook when it comes 
to making his famous 
fish chowder. 

Matt makes a great fish 
chowder using tautog 
to enhance the taste of 
the chowder. He brought 
some of his homemade 
chowder to me this past 
weekend, and it was gone 
by the same evening. My 
dad always made a great 
fish chowder from the 
fish we caught at the 
Meadow Pond in my 
younger years, and it was 
delicious. It was quite 
a few years later that 
I was eating at the for-

mer Klondike restau-
rant and found fish chow-
der on the menu. It was 
great! Why don’t more 
restaurants make good 
fish chowder? 

Another local angler 
decided to take a trip 
to his camp in Maine 
last weekend, and also 
found very little ice 
to fish on, and did not 
take any chances of fall-
ing through the thin 
ice to catch a few fish. 
For anglers that want 
to catch a few trout, a 
quick trip to the Cape, 
and fishing from shore at 
one of this writer’s favor-
ite spots (Hamblin Pond), 
you are sure to catch a 
few nice fish if there is 
not a thin layer of ice on 
it!

Early signs of spring 
are all around us, not-
ing the recent roadkill of 
a skunk in the road in the 
Uxbridge area last week. 
Pussy willows are also 
budding and should be 
out early if this weather 

continues. The some-
what early spring is 
also easy on wildlife and 
should keep them well 
fed through the remain-
ing eight weeks of win-
ter. With the absence 
of acorns this year most 
deer are dependent on 
the grass to feed on. One 
local hunter harvested 

a deer in Douglas during 
the primitive arms sea-
son, and when he field 
dressed the animal he 
was surprised to find 
the stomach loaded with 
acorns. A few areas did 
have an acorn crop this 
year but not many.

Are you feeding your 
dog a proper diet that 
will keep him or her 
healthy for many years? 
One veterinarian has 
found that most dogs are 
eating unhealthy food, 
and that is the reason 
that many dogs are not 
receiving a good diet 
and getting sick. Most 
dog owners are feeding 
their dogs dry dog food 
that has had most of the 
nutrients cooked out 
of it, and then they add 
unhealthy ingredients 
to bond the dog food, 
which allows the dog food 
to have a shelf life of up 
to three years. These dog 
foods are causing dogs to 
have numerous cancers, 
and a short life. The vet 

suggests that if you want 
your dog to have a happy 
healthy life, you need to 
prepare your own dog’s 
food by cooking the prop-
er ingredients to feed your 
pet. It is a lot more costly 
and time consuming, but 
it is worth it in the long 
run, and you will have a 
happier healthier dog for 
many more years. Paying 
big vet bills can be drasti-
cally lowered. There are 

many books out there 
with good recipes for 
your dog. Take the time 
to read one of them!

This past weekend, an 
immature bald eagle was 
spotted at the Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun Club, 
perched high in an old 
dead tree, and was later 
spotted flying around 
the club a short time 
later. It sure is nice to 
see this great bird of prey 

again. Numerous other 
birds have returned, 
after the use of DDT was 
stopped. Will we ever 
learn? 

Take a Kid Fishing 
& Keep Them Rods 
Bending!  

Struggling to keep your 
New Year resolutions?  
You’re not alone. Studies 
show less than half of 
those who made annual 
vows, will remain true 
to them come March. 
With this dim data in 
mind, this week’s column 
will offer a roundup of 
tried and true tips (some 
previously published 
here)  to up the odds of 
making your New Year’s 
resolution stick.  

And if these tips don’t 
do the trick, don’t throw 
in the towel yet.  Research 
shows only 40 percent of 
habits are broken on the 
first try.  Besides, there’s 
always next year!

**
S u c c e s s 

Strategy: You’ve likely 
heard it before, and this 
column has repeated it, 
but here is some advice 
to successfully “break 
a bad habit”:   Experts 
agree that it takes a 
minimum of 21 days to 
change a behavior, so the 
first thing to do is count 
ahead 21 days and mark 
the day you’ll be offi-
cially “home free” from 
your habit on a calendar.  
How to get through the 
21 days? First write down 
your goal and list the pos-
itive reasons you want to 
change your habit. These 
exercises will help build 
commitment. Next share 
your goals with your fam-
ily and friends. Making 
a commitment public 
leaves little room to back 
out, plus you’ll benefit 
from a support system. 
Each day review your list 
of reasons for quitting or 

changing. You might also 
want to repeat an affir-
mation or inspirational 
quote to solidify your 
vow.  It often helps to 
enlist the help of others to 
get through a tough spell. 
Join a support group to 
talk out temptations, or 
seek out a chat group 
online.  Reward yourself 
verbally, each hour if 
necessary, working up to 
a great treat at the end of 
a successful week. 

And remember if you 
fall off the wagon, jump 
back on immediately 
before you fall completely 
back into your old habit.  
As noted above, research 
reveals only 40 percent of 
habits are broken on the 
first try.  Besides, there’s 
always next year!

**
Here are strategies to 

stay on track and keep 
common vows:

Curb Cravings: Losing 
weight is a top contender 
in an annual list of reso-
lutions.  If cravings are 
your dieting downfall, try 
these tips before you fall 
off the weight watching 
wagon:  

Craving chocolate? 
Eat a banana. Believe it 
or not, a fresh banana 
has been known to halt 
a chocolate craving.  If 

you seem to be constant-
ly craving chocolate, 
consider adding a mag-
nesium supplement to 
your diet. Some choco-
late cravings are a sign 
you’re deficient in this 
mineral, which is found 
in chocolate. 

**
If you crave fatty foods, 

your body may be low 
in essential fatty acids. 
Reach for some fish or 
take a flaxseed oil supple-
ment to calm cravings.

* * 
Is your sweet tooth out of 
control? Protein, fat and 
fiber in a balanced diet 
keep sugar levels more 
even and can keep sweet 
cravings at bay.  

**
And remember, before 

you give in to a food crav-
ing, drink some water or 
a low calorie beverage 
instead. Studies show 
many food cravings are 
really thirst in disguise. 
**

Cut the Credit:  If finan-
cial freedom is on your 
wish list, cutting credit 
card debt is a good place 
to start. Here are some 
facts that just might 
make you realize how 
drastic that plastic really 
is to busting your budget:

Fast food eateries take 
credit cards, but the 
convenience just might 
supersize your monthly 
credit card bill.  Studies 
show people using credit 
cards in fast food restau-
rants spend up to 50 per-
cent more than when 
they pay cash!

* * 
And while low credit 

card rates may lure you 
in - beware!  A single late 
payment or over the limit 
charge can bring you 
back up to double digits. 

**
Are you ready for this 

credit card shocker?  A 
typical credit card pur-
chase ends up costing 112 
percent more than if cash 
were used. 

**
From Fat to Fit: Adding 

or increasing exercise is 
a top vow this year.  Most 
of us know the physical 
benefits of exercising, but 
if you still need to be sold 
on the idea, here are a 
couple of more reasons to 
stick to a fitness plan: 

Want a good motive 
to suffer through sit 
ups? It is estimated that 
strengthening the abdom-
inals can prevent 75% of 
lower back problems.  

**
Need an excuse to stall 

your daily walk until 
after supper?  Here it is: 
When you walk within 
thirty minutes after eat-
ing you can increase the 
amount of calories you 
burn by as much as thirty 
per cent! 

* * 
Walking is also a natu-
ral mood booster.  And 
non-aerobic exercise, 
like weight lifting, can 
improve sleep and appe-
tite, reduce irritability 
and anger and produce 
feelings of mastery and 
accomplishment!  

**
Want to improve 

your odds of sticking to 
a fitness plan?  Studies 
show people who exer-

cise in the morning 
are more apt to stay on 
the program long term. 
**

Famous Quotes
Read on for a dose of 

inspiration from success-
ful people:

“If you set your goals 
ridiculously high and 
it’s a failure, you will 
fail above everyone 
else’s success.”-  James 
Cameron

“All our dreams can 
come true if we have the 
courage to pursue them.” 
- Walt Disney

Being realistic is the 
most commonly trav-
eled road to mediocrity.” 
– Will Smith

 
“The only place where 

success comes before 
work is in the dictio-
nary.” - Vidal Sassoon

“Motivation is what 
gets you started. Habit is 
what keeps you going.” - 
Jim Ryun

“You may have to fight 
a battle more than once 
to win it.” - Margaret 
Thatcher

“Develop success from 
failures. Discouragement 
and failure are two of the 
surest stepping stones to 
success.” - Dale Carnegie

A lot of people give up 
just before they’re about 
to make it. You know you 
never know when that 
next obstacle is going to 
be the last one.” – Chuck 
Norris

“The difference 
between a successful 
person and others is not 
a lack of strength, not a 
lack of knowledge, but 
rather a lack of will.” - 

Vince Lombardi
“The successful war-

rior is the average man, 
with laser-like focus.” - 
Bruce Lee

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renown restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful 
hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regard-
ing household or garden 
matters?  If so, why not 
share them with read-
ers of Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?  Send ques-
tions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

RALPH
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Ice fishermen take matters into their own hands

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Matt Fontaine with a couple of tautog he used to make a great 
fish chowder!
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Robert Babineau Jr. M.D., Member since 2023

As a former primary care doctor, and now a Mass Advantage 
member, what I most appreciate about Mass Advantage is the 
dedicated team of Member Navigators who provide top notch 
customer service and guidance.

Y0173_250149_M Accepted

Enroll in a Mass Advantage Medicare Plan!

Mass Advantage is an HMO and PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Mass Advantage depends on contract renewal.  
*  Premium and coverage may vary based on plan selection. For a complete list of benefits, visit MassAdvantage.com. Other providers are available in our 

network. For accommodation of persons with special needs at meetings, call toll-free (844) 416-1027 (TTY:711). We can also help with registering for a sales 
seminar or rescheduling due to inclement weather. 

Representatives are available October 1 - March 31, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., 7 days a week;  
and April 1 – September 30, 8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

Calls are answered by licensed sales agents.

Have Questions? Need help?  
Call Us: (844) 416-1027 (TTY:711) 
RSVP for a local sales seminar or personal consult 
www.MassAdvantage.info/RSVP

Save More…

•  $0 monthly plan premium* HMO & PPO plan  
options.

•  No medical or prescription drug deductibles.

•  $0 copay in-network primary care  
provider visits.

•  $0 copay preventive dental service and  
generous comprehensive dental coverage.*

•  $0 or low copays for Tier 1 and Tier 2  
prescription drugs and more...

Our Member Navigator Team is here to help. 

•  Need an appointment?  
We’ll get you in with most UMass Memorial 
Health providers within 10 days. 

•  Have coverage questions?  
We’ll explain benefits, assist with claims, and 
more. 

•  Want Simplified Access? 
No referrals needed for in-network specialists.

Get More…

The horror takes over Main Street
SOUTHBRIDGE — “The horror, the horror!” isn't 

just a line from “Heart of  Darkness.” It also walked 
down Main Street last Thursday in innumerable 
forms, from lurching zombies and demons to Squid-
ward and Mario Brothers. Even kings and camer-
as and various unidentifiable monsters joined this 
year's shambling Horribles Parade.

Photos by Gus Steeves

Jack Sparrow hangs out with a demoness and some young 
princesses as the parade goes by.

(Right) A young lady 
gets an audience 
with the king.

(Left) Jack 
Skillington and 
a friend cross the 
common.

(Right) Playing in 
the leaves, part 1.

Playing in the leaves, part 2.

Squidward and Patrick the Starfish collect some candy.

Bet you didn’t know even the ketchup is watching you!

Cat-mom catches a shot of her son Mario in the graveyard.

Ah, the Panopticon lives!

The Spider Witch of 
Southbridge takes a break 
from casting spells.



SOUTHBRIDGE — 
The Southbridge Garden 
Club will hold its annu-
al Holiday Greens Sale 
at the Ruth Well Center 
for the Arts at 111 Main 
St. (Route 131) in South-
bridge on Friday, Dec. 6, 
from noon to 5 p.m., and 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9 
a.m. to noon. 

The sale will feature 
a variety of  handcrafted 
items, including decora-
tive wreaths, holiday cen-
terpieces, door swags, and 
assorted decorations and 
greens. All items contain 
different types of  live, 
fresh greens. 

The Southbridge Garden Club’s 
mission is to share an interest in hor-
ticulture and to expand our knowl-
edge of  gardening for our mutual ben-
efit and that of  our local communities. 
The Club is a non-profit organization 
and proceeds from the Greens Sale 
support a variety of  programs and 
scholarships.

For more information, please con-
tact Sandra Gibson-Quigley at 508-347-
7956 or 508-864-6319, sgibquig@gmail.
com or Sally Anderson at 508-207-
6882, sally.h.anderson@outlook.com.

CHARLTON — 
During the month of  No-
vember in honor of  Vet-
erans Day, the Friends of 
Charlton Public Library 
will host a special “Quilt 
of  Valor,” designed by lo-
cal quilter and quilting 
teacher Emily (Mimi) 
Strack, who died on Sept. 
9 following a lengthy bat-
tle with cancer.

Strack developed a 
passion for quilting af-
ter the birth of  her first 
child and immersed 
herself  in perfecting 
the craft. She designed 
numerous quilts in her 
inimitable creative style, 
earning acclaim from 
others in the quilting 
field. Strack also taught 
the art of  quilting in 
community centers, 
quilt shops, and craft 
schools in Massachu-
setts and Vermont. She 
was often called upon to 
serve as judge in quilting 
shows due to her exper-
tise and experience.

In addition to cre-
ating numerous quilts 
for Quilts of  Valor, 
Strack made hundreds 
of  unique quilts for the 

Linus Project, which 
provides handmade 
blankets for children 
from 0-18 who are seri-
ously ill, traumatized, or 

otherwise in need. Her 
designs often inspired 
many others.

In 2003, Catherine 
Roberts dreamed that 
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BLACK
NOVEMBER

SALE

Buy 2 pieces- $100
Buy 3 pieces- $400
Buy 4 pieces- $600
Buy 5 pieces- $800

Buy 6 pieces- $1000

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Complete Thanksgiving meals available
Check our website or stop in store 

for more details. 

Yum
!

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Coupon good through 
Thanksgiving Tuesday-Thursday

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

STOREWIDE
SAVINGS!

Friends of Charlton Public Library host Quilt of Valor

Courtesy

Mimi Strack’s Quilt of Valor will be on display at the Charlton 
Public Library through the month of November. 

quilts could heal the 
wounds of  war and 
launched an organi-
zation that has award-
ed more than 400,000 
quilts nationwide as 
of  2024. Machine or 
hand-quilted, a Quilt of 
ValorÒ (QOV) is a quali-
ty quilt awarded to a ser-
vice member or veteran 
who has been touched by 
war. The quilt expressly 

communicates a clear 
message: “Thank you for 
your service, sacrifice, 
and valor in serving our 
nation.”

To use the term Quilt 
of  Valor, Quilts of  Valor, 
or QOV, the quilt must 
meet specific size re-
quirements and bear a 
label with required in-
formation. These quilts 
are not a gift but must be 

awarded to the individu-
al and recorded with the 
national organization.

The local Quilt of 
Valor group meets on 
the last Sunday of  each 
month at the Christ 
Episcopal Church hall, 
1089 Stafford St., Roch-
dale, from 1 to 3 p.m. The 
group is open to all inter-
ested parties.

Southbridge Garden Club announces 
annual Holiday Greens Sale

foreign wars to September 11th and be-
yond. 

Through it all, our strength has 
been found not in perfection but in a 
continued willingness to change and 
strive for a better future.

And here we are again, after a di-
visive election, with candidates on all 
sides calling for different paths for-
ward. 

We must remember that we are unit-
ed by a shared love for our country and 
by the knowledge that, regardless of 
who sits in the Oval Office, the power 
rests with the people. We must uphold 
the ideals that have defined America: 
liberty, justice, and freedom for all.

So whether your candidate wins or 
loses, whether this election played out 
precisely as you’d hoped or not, we all 
have a role to play in moving forward. 
Our nation’s history is built on debate, 
disagreement, and, ultimately, unity in 
the pursuit of  freedom. That pursuit 
makes us the “shining city on a hill”—a 
place of  hope, progress, and promise. 
Our light must never be extinguished.

Together, we can keep America 
strong, free, and fair—a place where all 
voices are heard and everyone, regard-
less of  race, religion, or background, 
can pursue their dreams.

Happy Election Week, and may our 
love of  country keep us united, now 
and always.

Election
continued from page 6
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Sealed bids for furnishing the Annual 
Materials for DPW, Trails, and Land-
fill will be received at the Office of the 
Town Administrator, Sturbridge Town 
Hall, 308 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 
01566 until the time specified below 
at which time the bids will be publicly 
opened and read.
Specifications and bid forms may be 
obtained at the Office of the Town 
Administrator during office business 
hours or online on the Town of Stur-
bridge website, https://www.sturbridge.
gov/bids.
Bids will be opened in the Sturbridge 
Town Hall, Veteran’s Memorial Hall, 
Second Floor at 308 Main Street by 
the Office of the Town Administrator on 
November 21, 2024 at 1:00 pm.
All bids for this project are subject to 
applicable public bidding laws of Mas-
sachusetts, including, but not limited to 
MG.L. c.30B. Payment Bonds will not 
be required due to the material being 
stockpiles and not part of any specific 
project. Multiple contracts will likely 
be awarded.
Selection of the contractor will be 
based upon bidder qualifications, in-
cluding evidence of past performance 
in similar projects, and bid price. The 
contract will be awarded to the bidder 
deemed by the awarding authority to 
be the lowest responsible and eligible 
bidder. Multiple contracts will be award-
ed for lowest asphalt bid, lowest landfill 
material bid, lowest trails materials bid 
and suppliers for gravel materials to 
DPW including material type (including 
appearance). Town reserves the right 
to request a sample of materials to be 
provided and select materials suitable 
based on appearance and meeting 
MassDOT standard specifications.
The bidder agrees that its bid shall be 
good and may not be withdrawn for a 
period of 30 days, Saturdays, Sundays 
and legal holidays excluded, after the 
opening of the bids.
The Town reserves the right to waive 
any informalities, to accept or reject, in 
whole or in part any or all bids, or take 
whatever other action may be deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Town.
The Town of Sturbridge
By: Robin Grimm, Town Administrator
November 7, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland Pro-
tection Act of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on November 13, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of Massa-
chusetts Electric Company.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for 
the installation of new poles, anchors, 
and an OH line to extend electrical ser-
vice from Pierpont Road to Lelandville 
Road. The project location is: Leland-
ville Road, Charlton, MA, 01507. Par-
cel ID: Public Way
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 
2021, this meeting of the Charlton Con-
servation Commission will be conduct-
ed in person and via remote means. 
Members of the public who wish to 
participate can access the meeting re-
motely by request. 
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, 
Charlton Conservation Commission
November 7, 2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Docket Number: W024P2011GD

Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester MA, 01608
In the interests of Nyomi G Greeneof 
Southbridge MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES
Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on an 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 06/14/2024 by Yolanda 
Garcia of Southbridge MA will be held 
01/23/2025 08:30AM Guardianship 
of Minor Hearing Located Worcester 
Probate & Family Court
Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: File the original 
with the Court; and Mail a copy to all 
interested parties at least five (5) busi-
ness days before the hearing.
Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or 
an adult on behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.
Counsel for Parents: If you are a par-
ent of the minor child who is the subject 
of this proceeding you have a right to be
represented by an attorney. If you want 

an attorney and cannot afford to pay for 
one and if you give proof that you are
indigent, an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attorney should 
be made immediately by filling out the 
Application of Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court location 
where your case is going to be heard.
Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A 
minor over age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless the Court
finds that it is not in the minor’s best in-
terests.
ORDER TO PETlTIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice must be made by sheriff, con-
stable, or other person approved by 
the Court.
If Service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party, IT IS 
ORDERED that copies of this Notice 
and the Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor be served on the 
interested party by leaving at and mail-
ing by regular first
class mail to last and usual place of res-
idence of the interested party at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to the date of
hearing listed above.
If the identity or whereabouts of an in-
terested party is not known, IT IS FUR-
THER ORDERED that copies of this 
Notice and Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor be served on all in-
terested persons at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the hearing date by mail-
ing first class mail and by publishing a 
copy of the Order and Notice once in 
New Leader Spencer publication to 
be at least Seven (7) days prior to the 
hearing date.
If required, service on the United States 
Veteran Administration and the Depart-
ment of Children and Families may be 
shed lar first class mail at least Seven 
(7) days prior to the hearing
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice
Date: September 26, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
November 7, 2024.

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Docket Number: W024P2010GD

Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester MA, 01608
In the interests of Giovanni I Shingles 
of Southbridge MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES
Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on an 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 06/14/2024 by Yolanda 
Garcia of Southbridge MA will be held 
01/23/2025 08:30AM Guardianship 
of Minor Hearing Located Worcester 
Probate & Family Court
Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: File the original 
with the Court; and Mail a copy to all 
interested parties at least five (5) busi-
ness days before the hearing.
Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or 
an adult on behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.
Counsel for Parents: If you are a par-
ent of the minor child who is the subject 
of this proceeding you have a right to be
represented by an attorney. If you want 
an attorney and cannot afford to pay for 
one and if you give proof that you are
indigent, an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attorney should 
be made immediately by filling out the 
Application of Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court location 
where your case is going to be heard.
Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A 
minor over age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless the Court
finds that it is not in the minor’s best in-
terests.
ORDER TO PETlTIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice must be made by sheriff, con-
stable, or other person approved by 

the Court.
If Service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party, IT IS 
ORDERED that copies of this Notice 
and the Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor be served on the 
interested party by leaving at and mail-
ing by regular first
class mail to last and usual place of res-
idence of the interested party at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to the date of
hearing listed above.
If the identity or whereabouts of an in-
terested party is not known, IT IS FUR-
THER ORDERED that copies of this 
Notice and Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor be served on all in-
terested persons at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the hearing date by mail-
ing first class mail and by publishing a 
copy of the Order and Notice once in 
New Leader Spencer publication to 
be at least Seven (7) days prior to the 
hearing date.
If required, service on the United States 
Veteran Administration and the Depart-
ment of Children and Families may be 
shed lar first class mail at least Seven 
(7) days prior to the hearing
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice
Date:September 26, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
November 7, 2024.

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Docket Number: W024P2009GD

Worcester Probate and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester MA, 01608
In the interests of Armani Neriah 
Corey of Southbridge MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES
Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on an 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 06/14/2024 by Yolanda 
Garcia of Southbridge MA will be held 
01/23/2025 08:30AM Guardianship 
of Minor Hearing Located Worcester 
Probate & Family Court
Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: File the original 
with the Court; and Mail a copy to all 
interested parties at least five (5) busi-
ness days before the hearing.
Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or 
an adult on behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.
Counsel for Parents: If you are a par-
ent of the minor child who is the subject 
of this proceeding you have a right to be
represented by an attorney. If you want 
an attorney and cannot afford to pay for 
one and if you give proof that you are
indigent, an attorney will be assigned to 
you. Your request for an attorney should 
be made immediately by filling out the 
Application of Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application form in 
person or by mail at the court location 
where your case is going to be heard.
Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A 
minor over age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless the Court
finds that it is not in the minor’s best in-
terests.
ORDER TO PETlTIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this 
Notice and the Petition for Appoint-
ment of Guardian of a Minor be served 
in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more 
years of age and not the petitioner), 
the guardian, the parents of the minor, 
and any other person if ordered by the 
Court, at least fourteen (14) days prior 
to the hearing date listed above. Ser-
vice must be made by sheriff, con-
stable, or other person approved by 
the Court.
If Service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party, IT IS 
ORDERED that copies of this Notice 
and the Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor be served on the 
interested party by leaving at and mail-
ing by regular first
class mail to last and usual place of res-
idence of the interested party at least 
fourteen (14) days prior to the date of
hearing listed above.
If the identity or whereabouts of an in-
terested party is not known, IT IS FUR-
THER ORDERED that copies of this 
Notice and Petition for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor be served on all in-
terested persons at least fourteen (14) 
days prior to the hearing date by mail-
ing first class mail and by publishing a 
copy of the Order and Notice once in 
New Leader Spencer publication to 
be at least Seven (7) days prior to the 
hearing date.
If required, service on the United States 
Veteran Administration and the Depart-

ment of Children and Families may be 
shed lar first class mail at least Seven 
(7) days prior to the hearing
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An import-
ant court proceeding that may affect 
your rights has been scheduled. If you 
do not understand this notice or other 
court papers, please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice
Date: September 26, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
November 7, 2024.

(SEAL)
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Division
Docket No. WO24P3498EA

Estate of: 
Janet K. Puccelli

Date Of Death: July 21, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner 
Charles Puccelli of Hubbardston 
MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Charles Puccelli of Hubbardston 
MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond. 
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and ex-
penses of administration. Interested 
parties
are entitled to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting the 
powers of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, if any, can  
be obtained from the Petitioner.
November 7, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P3068EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Chris B Schell  
Date of Death: 11/04/2023

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by 
Joyce A Mayberry  of Sturbridge  MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:  
Joyce A Mayberry  of Sturbridge  MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
11/26/2024
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 22, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
November 7,  2024

LEGALS
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY 

LAWNMOWER.COM

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured

GU
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ER
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S

GU
TT

ER
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EA

NI
NG

S

For Advertising 
Information,Call 
774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
CHIMNEY 

CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for 

one low price! 
Get 7 papers.

Call 
774-200-7308

Courtesy

The public is invited to a 
free community luncheon 
on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The menu includes 
American chop suey, 
salad, dessert and bever-
age. This will be served 
in Fellowship Hall of Elm 
Street Congregational 
Church, 61 Elm St. in 
Southbridge. All are invit-
ed to share a communal 
meal in friendship. On Dec 
21 there will be an Open 
House to display Nativity 
scenes. For more informa-
tion, call 508-764-8058 or 
check our Facebook page. 
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Southbridge- Marion 
Lillian (Samuels) 
Pickarski, 101, of  South 
St., passed away on Nov. 
3rd, in Homestead Hall, 
Worcester.  Her hus-
band, Norbert Joseph 
Pickarski, a local 
Southbridge dentist, died 
in 1998.  Marion leaves 
her three children, Susan 
Suriyapa of  Pasadena, 
CA, Robert D. Pickarski 
of  Pine City, MN and 
Karen A. Pickarski of  
Southbridge; a grand-
daughter, Lily Pickarski 
Futrell of  Harris, MN; a 
nephew, Gregory Kuzia of  Hardwick; 
her nieces, Christine Piekarski of  
Canton and Karen Hoffman; her two 
grandnephews, Michael Rada of  
Rockford, IL and Justin Piekarski 
of  Canton and a grandniece, Maria 
Dimick of  Normanna, TX. She was 
predeceased by a sister, Evangeline 
Stalla; her nephew, Charles Piekarski 
and a niece, Carole Stalla. 

Marion was born in Chicago on 
March 30, 1923, the daughter of  
Anthony and Albina (Jurik) Samuels, 
from Czechoslovakia.  Marion was 
a secretary until she trained as a 
Registered Nurse with the Cadet 
Corps and graduated from Loyola 
University, Chicago in 1949. While an 
RN at University Hospital in Chicago, 
she met her future husband, who 

was studying dentist-
ry at Loyola University. 
They married in 1952 and 
moved to Southbridge 
where Norbert opened a 
dental practice. Marion 
worked as an RN at 
Harrington Hospital 
in Southbridge before 
starting a family. She 
then managed her hus-
band’s dental practice.  
Marion was secretary 
of  the West Street PTA 
and Holy Rosary Society 
of  St. Hedwig’s Church.  
She was a member of  the 
YMCA’s Silver Sneakers, 

Women’s Club and League of  Women’s 
Voters.  A lifelong animal lover and 
advocate, she worked to establish the 
CAW, Citizens for Animal Welfare.  
Marion was a fun-loving, joyous, and 
generous person, who could talk to 
anyone and easily made friends.  Her 
children recall that their classmates 
really came to their home to visit 
their mom because “she was so much 
fun!”

Marion’s memorial service and 
burial will be private. There are no 
calling hours.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made in Marion’s 
memory to North Shore Animal 
League America https://www.animal-
league.org/

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Marion Lillian Pickarski, 101

PEPPERELL – 
Beatrice E. (Dancause) 
Young, 89, of  Idal 
Street, died Thursday, 
October 31, 2024, in her 
home.  She was prede-
ceased by her husband 
of  59 years, Clarence 
“Kelly” H. Young who 
died in 2013.  She is 
survived by two chil-
dren, Robin Day and 
her husband Ronald of  
Pepperell, and David 
Young of  Pepperell; a 
sister, Janice Kekelik 
and her husband 
Richard of  Dudley; 
her brother-in-law, Walter Fettig of  
Dudley; her daughter-in-law, Brenda 
Young of  Millbury; ten grandchil-
dren, nineteen great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-grandson.  She 
was predeceased by a son, Gary 
Young; and a sister, Rita Fettig.

She was born in Webster, daughter 
of  the late Henry and Doris (Latour) 
Dancause, and lived in Webster for 20 

years, Lowell for 30 years, 
and Oxford for 20 years, 
before moving to Pepperell 
several years ago.

Mrs. Young was a home-
maker throughout her life.  
She operated a vegetable 
stand with her husband 
in their yard for twenty 
years.  She was a member 
of  Sacred Heart Church 
in Webster.  She enjoyed 
playing Bingo, traveling to 
Branson, MO, going to the 
Senior Center in Pepperell, 
and camping at Wyman’s 
Beach in Westford.  Most of  
all, she loved spending time 

with her family.
A funeral Mass will be held at 11 

a.m. on Monday, November 11, 2024, 
at Sacred Heart of  Jesus Church, 18 
East Main St., Webster.  In lieu of  
flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to MSPCA-Angell, 350 South 
Huntington Ave., Boston, MA 02130.

Paradis-Givner Funeral Home in 
Oxford is directing the arrangements.

Beatrice E. Young, 89

Fiskdale - William 
(Bill) Harty 95, of  
Sturbridge, MA, 
passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, October 
31st. He was born in 
Spencer, MA, on July 
14th, 1929, the first-
born son of  William 
and Beatrice (Sourdif) Harty. Shortly 
after graduation from David Prouty 
High School, he enlisted in the Air 
Force. He proudly served his country 
for 2 years in Okinawa, during the 
Korean War. Once home he married 
Jeannine (Jean) Westphal and they 
soon moved to Sturbridge to raise 
their family. He enjoyed a long career 
as a salesman for the food brokerage 
Edwards, Shaughnessey and Toomey. 
Later he worked part time at Yankee 
Spirits and Shaws, in Sturbridge. 
Bill’s ready smile, humor, and warm 
personality endeared him to all. He 
was an active member of  St Anne’s 
Parish in Fiskdale MA. He was pas-
sionate about reading, and earlier in 
his life was a bowler at Hippodrome 

Lanes, enjoyed family lake 
outings at Holland Rec, 
Fenway Park, live theater 
and music events and trips 
to CA to visit his sister, 
brother and family.

Bill was a devoted hus-
band and father. His love 
of  family trumped every-
thing else. There is noth-
ing he wouldn’t do for his 
children and grandchil-
dren. His greatest accom-
plishment, he said , was 
being a good father to his 
children. Bill is survived by 
his wife of  68 years, Jean, 
and his 4 daughters: Jane 

MacAlpine (Robert), Karen Brown 
(Chester), Laurie Reynolds (partner 
Bob Moynagh) and Didi Harty (part-
ner Chris Baton), 9 grandchildren: 
Caitlin, Eric, Meghan, Tyler, Kyle, 
Bryan, Dean, Samantha, Amanda 
and 4 great grandchildren: Graeson, 
Ashleigh, Ari and Leo. He also leaves 
behind his younger sister Maddy (Lyn 
Hall), and his sister-in-law Evelyn. He 
was predeceased by his brother John.

A special thank you to the staff  at 
Overlook Short Term Rehab staff, for 
the excellent and compassionate care 
they gave to Bill his last days.

A funeral mass will be held at St 
Anne’s in Fiskdale MA, November 12th 
at 10 AM.  Sansoucy Funeral Home 
is handling arrangements.  www.san-
soucyfuneral.com 

William (Bill) Harty 95

OBITUARIESSavers Bank promotes Keri 
Gonzalez to Executive VP, 
Chief Operating Officer

For advertising contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

SOUTHBRIDGE 
— Savers Bank is 
pleased to announce 
the promotion of  Keri 
Gonzalez to Executive 
Vice President, Chief 
Operating Officer. 

Gonzalez, who 
joined the Bank in 
2017, has over 30 
years of  banking 
experience and has 
consistently demon-
strated leadership, 
dedication, and a 
deep understanding of 
bank operations.

In her expanded role, Gonzalez will 
now oversee Retail Banking and Mar-
keting, in addition to her current re-
sponsibilities of  Compliance, Deposit 
Operations, Electronic Services, and 
IT. Her experience, coupled with her 
expertise in technology, payments, 
and banking processes, will foster in-
creased synergies across the depart-
ments she leads, driving the bank’s op-
erational effectiveness and enhancing 
the customer experience.

"We’re thrilled to expand Keri’s 

leadership role," 
said Rosemary 
Picard, Presi-
dent & CEO of 
Savers Bank. 
"Her expertise in 
technology, and 
her proven lead-
ership, makes 
her the ideal per-
son to lead our 
bank as we con-
tinue to evolve 
and innovate.”

Gonzalez’s aca-
demic credentials 

include a B.A. from Stonehill College, 
an MBA from Florida International 
University, and accreditation as an 
Accredited ACH Professional (AAP). 
She is also a graduate of  the New En-
gland School for Financial Studies. 
Keri serves on the Board of  Directors 
for the New England Automated Clear-
ing House (NEACH). Her strong edu-
cational background, combined with 
her operational knowledge, positions 
her well to lead her teams as they col-
lectively shape the bank’s future road-
map.

Keri Gonzalez

Bay Path staff & students learn 
about Generative AI tools 

WORCESTER — Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy faculty, staff, 
and students recently 
completed the work-
shop presented by the 
Massachusetts Rhode Is-
land League for Nursing 
(MARILN) on Friday, Oct. 
25 at the Hogan Center, 
College of  the Holy Cross. 

The 2024 MARILN Fall 
Conference and Annual 
Meeting - Innovate and 
Educate: Generative Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI) 
Tools for Nurse Educa-
tors speakers were Rachel 
Cox Simms DNP, MS-
HPEd, RN, FNP-BC As-
sistant Professor MGH 
Institute of  Health Pro-
fessions (Boston);  Semi-
ha Asli Bozkurt PhD, RN, 
CHSE Clinical Assistant 
Professor University 
of  Massachusetts Bos-
ton (Boston); Catherine 
Carroca DHS, MSN, RN, 
CNE Associate Professor Massachusetts College of  Pharmacy of  Health Scienc-
es (Boston, MA), and Joseph Gordon-Reznar Associate Chief  Nursing Officer 
Cambridge Health Alliance (Boston). The purpose of  the workshop is to empow-
er nurse educators with the knowledge and skills to effectively integrate gener-
ative AI tools into their teaching and professional practices. The participants 
explored the fundamental principles of  generative AI and discovered practical 
applications for creating engaging educational materials, designing innovative 
assignments, and enhancing assessments. The workshop addressed ethical con-
siderations and best practices, ensuring responsible AI usage in educational set-
tings. At the end of  the workshop, participants were equipped to leverage AI for 
professional development, scholarly activities, and enrich the learning experi-
ence for nursing students.

In the photo above are Loise Ngigi of  South Grafton, a member of  the PN Class 
of  2025 and Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy Full-time faculty Shannen 
Sherman, BSN, RN, of  CT.

Ngigi is a compassionate Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) and certified 
home health aide (HHA) whose knowledge is based on the accumulation of  seven 
years of  direct experience as a certified HHA and CNA. She obtained her nursing 
assistant certification through the 3 Dimensions College (Worcester) in 2017. She 
obtained her high school diploma from Moi Girls Kamangu High School in Kenya 
(2012). As a practical nursing student at Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy, 
she has completed her Dementia Care certification. She is certified in BLS/HCP/
CPR (Basic Life Support, Health Care Provider Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation), 
Medical Administration Program (MAP), and Mental Health First Aid. She has 
expressed interest in volunteering for Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) specifically 
for the Vaccine clinic and monitoring residents for any side effects after receipt of 
vaccine. She was a CNA at River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center 
(Lancaster) and is currently a direct support professional at Venture Community 
Services (Sturbridge).

Courtesy

Loise Ngigi and Shannen Sherman.
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Historical Society to dig through history
SOUTHBRIDGE — Two new speak-

ers will address the next Southbridge 
Historical Society meeting in place of 
the originally scheduled speaker.

Society member Steve Brady will 
update us on the status of  the proposed 
Local Historic District encompassing 

the Downtown Southbridge area, and 
also the on-line map of  the area being 
produced as part of  the ongoing Mass. 
Office of  Travel and Tourism initiative.

We will also hear from Society mem-
ber Ray Petrelli about his decades-long 
passionate pursuit of  buried 'treasure' 

by locating long forgotten dumps cov-
ered over by nature and digging for 
antique bottles and all kinds of  other 
discarded items. These old dumps were 
mostly on private properties such as 
farms, in-town residential sites, and 
even municipal places like behind the 

former Main Street School, which also 
saw life as a district courthouse and po-
lice station. 

The public is invited to this free pro-
gram, which happens on Wednesday, 
Nov. 13 at 7 p.m. in the Ruth Wells  Cen-
ter for the Arts, 111 Main St.



legally one of  four US subdivisions 
termed “commonwealths,” as Massa-
chusetts is. 

For decades, 
the island's popu-
lace has been split 
between those 
who benefit from 

keeping its current status, those who 
want statehood, and those who seek 
independence. Because Puerto Ricans 
are American citizens, people have 
flowed fairly easily between the main-
land and the island for work, family 
and other connections. They started 
coming to Southbridge in significant 
numbers in the 1960s and ‘70s.

Some of  that background is in local 
historian Robert Brown's “The New 
New Englanders,” which Rivas said 
was the first book in which she saw 
the Puerto Rican community depicted. 
She also credits him with “show[ing] 
me someone like me could be a writ-
er;” Rivas later became a local report-
er (for this newspaper) and is now an 
educator at Old Sturbridge Village.

“We are truly stronger together,” 
Rivas added. “It's what makes America 
great.”

Davila, who claims Afro-Latina an-
cestry, agreed, saying “You can't spell 
American without Rican.”

She said the recent rhetoric “disre-
spects our families, ancestors, and all 
of  us who work daily,” but the Puerto 
Rican community “will continue to 
build up our people, our island, be-
cause that's who we are.”

“Puerto Rico is a place of  vibrant 
culture, resilience and beauty, a home 
full of  love,” she added.

To Davison, “It's still shocking to 

see so much hate in the world,” so it's 
important to have events like this that 
“show how proud we are of  our com-
munity.” 

“We want to be able to give voice to 
everyone in our community,” Rivas lat-
er added. “That is the power we have. 
Let's not give it away.”

Among the songs, dancing and 
Puerto Rican flag-waving, a few oth-
ers also gave some brief  comments, 
including candidates Jeanne Costello 

and Anthony Allard. But Rivas noted 
the event was “really just about unity. 
We're not trying to get political. It's es-
pecially about our students – we want 
them to know we support them.”

She said the event was inspired 
in part by a similar rally in Worces-
ter that drew several city councilors, 
school committee members and legis-
lators.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

Gus Steeves

One participant brought a flag emblazoned with the island's Taino Native American name, 
Boricua, which has come to be what Puerto Ricans call themselves.

Gathering
continued from page 1

table classrooms and/or a tem-
porary building. Among them 
are needs for bathrooms in 
Eastford classrooms, meeting 
classroom area standards, and 
rearranging various spaces 
now being used for things they 
weren't intended for. They not-
ed Eastford is “the only one 
that's undersized” while the 
others are “much larger than 
what is required.”

Hill noted any project 
would take years, especially if 
Southbridge goes through the 
Mass School Building Author-
ity aid process, but nobody 
was sure how long. MSBA 
breaks projects into “mod-
ules,” and would require its 
own feasibility study of  vari-
ous options, hiring an owner's 
project manager, creating a 
Building Committee, and var-
ious other things. They said 
they think MSBA would cover 
about half  the cost, but it paid 
80+ percent of  the middle/
high school 10 years ago.

Abdelmasih noted option 
2 would require finding new 
land. Some town officials 

noted Southbridge has such 
land – the Palmerino property, 
which was deeded for educa-
tional use. Scott Lazo said it 
was considered years ago as a 
potential site for a “three-pod” 
elementary school, but that 
never happened. Instead, the 
middle/high school went up 
on Torrey Road.

Looking at options 2 and 3, 
Steve Kelly asked them “Were 
you assuming the student pop-
ulation would remain stag-
nant” or grow?  Hill said it was 
based on last year's numbers 
and the ongoing downward 
trend, but they didn't analyze 
it based on projected birth 
rates going forward.

Citing the receiver's pre-
viously stated worry about a 
“catastrophic failure” poten-
tially shuttign down a school, 
George Chenier asked when 
they thought that might hap-
pen. Shaw said they found 
“imminent safety concerns” 
all of  which would be likely 
“within a 10-year time frame,” 
but they expected “a major 
failure of  some system before 
that.”

To Chenier, a “catastroph-

ic event” means one that's 
“life-threatening today,” 
based on his firefighting back-
ground. He said he wants a 
clearer idea of  “what could 
happen sooner rather than 
later.”

Receiver Jeff  Villar said he 
sees those risks as being los-
ing heat, getting major leaks, 
having a fuel system failure, 
or something similar that 
could shut down a building, 
especially in winter. 

Mike Montigny noted their 
projection called for $133 mil-
lion in repairs over the next 
five years. And about nine 
years to build a school. No-
body mentioned this at the 
meeting, but the latter is quite 
likely; Bartlett in Webster has 
taken nearly that long so far to 
work through the MSBA pro-
cess, including a couple failed 
ballot votes before being ap-
proved and starting construc-
tion last year.

Shaw said the town could 
accelerate the process, but 
would probably forego MSBA 
aid doing that. Also, he noted 
the state probably would not 
provide funds for both repair 

and major renovation/con-
struction at the same time.

Villar said the town might 
get 65-70 percent from MSBA, 
but would have to “meet their 
very specific requirements.” 
One key issue in just doing a 
repair is whether the work 
would trigger state law re-
quiring the entire building be 
brought up to current code. By 
state standards, repairs and 
new buildings should last 30 
years, he added.

Now, the schools get about 
$300,000 a year in local capital 
funds, most of  it going to re-
pair work. But the West Street 
flooding cost $1 million, Villar 
said.

Andrew Murch said he felt 
the presentation “gives you a 
better understanding of  what 
we have to deal with overall.” 
He noted the numbers they 
cite are from last year, and 
have already inflated.

To him, the work needs to 
be done, in part because the 
buildings “are pushing 100 
years old.” Noting the fire sta-
tion project “barely passed,” 
he said he hopes the schools 
don't get delayed as long as 

that did.
Lazo agreed, saying, “When 

you have these problems, the 
landlord [the town] has to step 
up” and fix them. If  South-
bridge opts to sell any build-
ing, “you have to sell them in 
some sort of  good condition,” 
so even those will need re-
pairs.

“The taxpayer has to know 
we're going to be very frugal,” 
he added, but noted the total 
bill will not be cheap.

“I don't know how much 
more the taxpayers of  South-
bridge can take,” Mike Mar-
ketti responded later, noting 
town officials just got this re-
port and need time to study it.

While observing he “woke 
up flesh and blood this morn-
ing; I'm not made of  money,” 
Murch said he feels funding 
projects like this are “what we 
do for the town we live in.”

The presentation is avail-
able online at https://4.files.
edl.io/dad2/10/29/24/142219-
dbb618f9-5690-4ecc-89d4-fb-
4702d2855c.pdf 

Gus Steeves can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

Schools
continued from page 1

things. Last year, it spent $3.1 million, and she told 
the board to expect “a lot of  vehicle purchases this 
year.” 

Dowling said she feels free cash should only be 
used for “non-recurring or emergency expendi-
tures” or to reduce the tax rate. For years, she said, 

Sturbridge used $200-300,000 annually to do the latter, 
but hasn't in a few years and she'd like to see that re-
sume. 

Grimm noted that would be up to the board to set 
such a policy. Barry said the last few years, the town 
has spent the amount of  free cash it had in excess of 
the highest reserve percentage.

Jamie Goodwin noted many towns use reserves 
to improve their bond ratings, but “things are much 

more expensive right now” and Sturbridge shouldn't 
just “rely on its bond rating.” Dowling said the town's 
bond rating is probably already the highest it can be, 
given Sturbridge's size.

“Given the scale of  the town and the cost of  ev-
erything, the recommendations look pretty logical to 
me,” he added.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com. 

Sturbridge
continued from page 1

tistics show that more than 76 
million people in the U.S. age 
20 and older have high blood 
pressure. Of  those, about 22 
percent are unaware of  their 
condition, 69 percent are re-
ceiving treatment and only 45 
percent have their blood pres-
sure controlled.

Delene Sarsfield of  Charl-
ton and Chalinant Desrosiers 
of  Oxford were the recent PN 
student volunteers to report 
to the Charlton Senior Center. 

Both are members of  the PN 
Class of  2025. Both are Men-
tal Health First Aid Certified, 
Dementia Care Certified and 
completed training in Domes-
tic Violence.

Sarsfield is a multi-facet-
ed, efficient, ethical, motivat-
ed, and dependable Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA). She 
has more than 15 years of  cen-
tered-based patient care and 
customer service experience. 
She is employed at CareOne at 
Millbury as a CNA (since 2019) 
and was with Sterling Village 
at Sterling from 2008 to 2019. 

She graduated from the Holy 
Name Central Catholic Jr/
Sr High School in Worcester 
(2005). Sarsfield’s long-term 
goal is to complete her practi-
cal nursing education, become 
an LPN (Licensed Practical 
Nurse), and bridge into an RN 
(Registered Nurse) program 
with her field of  interest- 
hospice and palliative care 
nursing. She is a 2024 PCE 
(Program for Continuing Ed-
ucation) Grant recipient from 
P.E.O. International (Philan-
thropic Educational Organiza-
tion, www.peointernational.

org) Sarsfield was also newly 
elected as an officer of  the 
UNICEF Club.

Desrosiers is a professional 
blending office management 
and student services with 
her clinical medical assistant 
background. She had 15 years 
of  experience in customer 
relations. She is connected 
to Peak Medical Academy as 
Office Manager. Previously 
she was a Medical Assistant at 
UMass Memorial, Harrington, 
and Reliant Medical/Optum 
in Worcester. Her educational 
experience includes Certifica-

tion as Clinical Medical Assis-
tant at Peak Medical Academy 
(Worcester, 2021), Internation-
al Hospitality Management 
at IMI International Manage-
ment Institute Switzerland 
(Luzern, Switzerland PGCert- 
International Hospitality 
Management, 2009), Language 
& Communication at National 
Institute of  Development Ad-
ministration (Bangkok, Thai-
land 2008), and International 
Business Administration at 
the University of  the Thai 
Chamber of  Commerce (Bang-
kok, Thailand 2000).

Nursing
continued from page 1

WILLIMANTIC, Conn. — Eastern Connecticut 
State University sent students from a broad range of 
disciplines to present at this year's Council of  Public 
Liberal Arts Colleges (COPLAC) Northeast Regional 
Conference on Oct. 25 and 26 at the Massachusetts 
College of  Liberal Arts in North Adams. Fifteen stu-
dents from nine academic departments represented 
Eastern at the conference. 

"Our students presented with poise and person-
ality, engaging their audiences and showing off  the 

wealth of  opportunities Eastern provides for stu-
dents to find their scholarly voices," said English 
Professor Allison Speicher, who served as faculty 
chaperone.

Among the students who presented was Eva Gla-
ser of  Sturbridge, a senior who majors in English 
and presented a project titled "Of  Ghosts and Gates; 
Or, American Women Writers' Civil War Theologies."

Eastern Connecticut State University is the state 
of  Connecticut's public liberal arts university, serv-

ing upwards of  4,000 students annually on its Wil-
limantic campus. A residential campus offering 
41 majors and 68 minors, Eastern offers students a 
strong liberal arts foundation grounded in a variety 
of  applied learning opportunities. Ranked among 
the top 25 public institutions in the North by U.S. 
News & World Report in its 2024-25 Best Colleges rat-
ings, Eastern has also been awarded 'Green Campus' 
status by the Princeton Review 14 years in a row. For 
more information, visit www.easternct.edu.

Eva Glaser of Sturbridge presents at  
COPLAC conference
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

65 Southbridge Street,
 Auburn, MA  01501

I look forward to 
serving you in all of 
your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Sandi Grzyb

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

NOVEMBER 13TH •5-7 PM
BLACK TAVERN- DUDLEY

Join Us for a Real Estate Buyer Open House
Information Provided On:
Homes for Heroes Program

"0" Down Payment Mortgages
Buying Investment Property

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

NOVEMBER 13TH •5-7 PM
 DUDLEY- BLACK TAVERN

Join Us for a Real Estate Buyer Open House
Information Provided On:
Homes for Heroes Reward:

Fireman & EMS • Law Enforcement •Teachers
 • Veterans • Healthcare Workers

"0" Down Payment Mortgages
Buying Investment Property

Light Refreshments
Gift Card Drawings

774-230-5044
Reservations Suggested

Walk-Ins Welcome

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER- 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* Tucked 
away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access at Lakeside 
Beach/Boat Ramp . This is the 2nd of 4 New Construction 
Homes To Be Built at this Site.  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of Living 
Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!      $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Property Management   
Residential 
Commercial

Condominium
Rental/Leasing 

Property Maintenance
Construction
Remodeling
Maintenance

Handyman Services
Established in 1985 

with almost 40 years of experience. 
Fully licensed and insured.

971 Providence Rd
Whitinsville, MA 01588

508-234-3414
www.RRRMGT.com

Realty Management, llc

R&R
PUBLIC AUCTION

508-842-1900
www.amgauction.com

Dale W. Schaetzke, CAI, AARE PO Box 107, Shrewsbury, MA LIC#207

WEBSTER
4 Browns Brook Rd

Mortgagee’s Sale of Real Estate on Premises

TUESDAY, NOV 19th @ 10:00 AM

This 960±SF three bedroom ranch features
approx 600SF finished walkout basement

with full bath. 10,019±SF Lot. TERMS: A $5,000
deposit shall be paid in cash or bank cashier's

check by the purchaser at the time and place of
sale. The balance to be paid within 30 days. Other

terms to be announced at the sale. 

Webster Lake
Deeded Access To

To have your open house 
 listed in this directory. 

Please contact 
Mikaela Victor 508-909-4126

Open House Directory
(C) Condo
(B) Business
(P) Land

(X) Condex
(U) Duplex
(L) Mobile Home

(M) Multi-Family
(S) Single Family
(A) Apartment

(T) Townhouse
(D) Adult Community
(W) Waterfront

ADDRESS STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10

SPENCER
26 Adams St. S 11-1 $299,000 Mary Hicks, C21 Northeast, 
    508-612-4794 /508-867-2222

For Advertising 
Information

Call 774-200-7308
email: mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
11-8       Jared Fiske
11-15      Ciara Cargiulo
11-22      kylie Harris
11-27     Missy’s MusiC Mix

Book your 
Christmas Parties soon

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

508-341-8299
Broker/Owner • LISA CARON • Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, RENE, E-PRO, C2EX

Broker/Owner • LISA CARON 
• Notary Public 

caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com 
42 West Main Street  Brookfield, MA  01506 

ABR, GRI, SRES, MRP, CDPE, PSA, SRS, 
RENE, E-PRO, C2EX508-341-8299

2 Lane 21 Brookfield MA
South Pond  $849,000

Absolutely unique home meticulously maintained 
located on South Pond, a 70’ deep fully recreation-
al lake. You will be greeted by a beautiful 4 season 
sunroom that has both heat & ac, built in screens & 
custom made panels for the winter. First floor has 8 
1/2” European White Oak Floors, an eat-in kitchen w/
stunning views of the lake, sliders to the rebuilt deck, 
living room w/vaulted ceiling & fireplace. Dining room 
& full bath. On the 2nd floor you have master bed-
room w/beamed ceiling, skylight, spacious closets 

& view of the lake, another bedroom & full bath. The finished 
walk-out lower level has brand new flooring, family room or 2nd 
living room, third bedroom, half bath & laundry. There are doors 
leading out to a private patio area. Off the patio you will find 
brand rebuilt stairs leading down to your private 150’ beach area 
with 50’ aluminum dock & ramps and 1998 Mastercraft boat IN-
CLUDED. This home has gone through a modernized restoration 
in the past 5 years.

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

Charlton Land Trust 
presents program on 

animal tracking
CHARLTON — A free illustrated public program on animal tracking will be 

presented by the Charlton Heritage Preservation Trust (CHPT) on Thursday, Nov. 
21 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of  the Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
Charlton. 

This program presented by Nick Wisniewski of  Walnut Hill Tracking & Na-
ture Center will highlight the skills of  identifying animals by the tracks found on 
the ground, in the woods and meadows of  Central New England, and in people’s 
own backyards.  These skills help our understanding of  animal activities and 
their impacts on the ecology and environment of  Central New England.

 
“We are pleased to offer 

public programs like this 
that help people under-
stand the natural world 
around them,” said CHPT 
president, Bill Blasius. 

He further commented, 
“By doing so, we hope to 
inspire all people regard-
less of  their background 
to explore nature on our 
hiking trails, or wherever 
they find it and to join us 
in preserving and main-
taining open spaces in our 
community. We are also 
grateful for the Federat-
ed Church of  Charlton 
who is donating the use 
of  their building for this 
program.”

 
Nick Wisniewski is a 

lifelong naturalist, pho-
tographer, and profes-
sional tracker. He was a 
long-term student and ap-
prentice to master tracker 
Paul Rezendes, author of 
the acclaimed “Track-
ing and the Art of  See-
ing” (1992, revised 1999).  
He has taught the skills of 
animal tracking to hun-
dreds of  people through 
the nature school he 
founded in 2003, Walnut 
Hill Tracking and Nature 
Center. He has worked 
as a certified interpre-
tive guide for the state of 
Massachusetts at Walden 
Pond, the site of  Tho-
reau’s experiment in liv-
ing. He continues work-
ing as a park naturalist 
and guide for the state and 
continues running pri-
vate programs through-
out New England, helping 
people connect to nature 
through animal tracking 
and outdoor immersion 
activities.

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES
BROOKFIELD                                                                                                                   
Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry                                                                                   
St. Mary’s Church                                                                                                               
4 Howard Street, Brookfield, MA 01506                                                                             
Distribution: Wednesday 9 AM-11 AM:
Saturday 9AM-11AM                                              

CHARLTON
Chip - In Food Pantry
McKinstry Building
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507
Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 AM-12 Noon

LEICESTER                                                                                                                       
Leicester Food Pantry                                                                                                        
St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish                                                                                              
759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524                                                                               
Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 PM                                                                                       

NORTH BROOKFIELD                                                                                                     
St. Joseph’s Food Pantry                                                                                                   
296 No. Main St, North Brookfield, MA  
01535               
Distribution:First Thursday 5 PM-6:30 
PM:Third Thursday 12 PM-1:15 PM                       

SOUTHBRIDGE
Saint John Paul II Food Pantry
Saint Vincent de Paul
279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, MA  01550
Distribution: Tuesday 3 PM-5 PM, Wednes-
day 9 AM -11 AM

SPENCER- EAST BROOKFIELD -
 RESIDENTS ONLY
Mary Queen of the Rosary Food Pantry
60 Maple St, Spencer, MA  01562
Distribution: Thursday 10 AM-12 Noon

WEST BROOKFIELD
Sharing Cupboard Food Pantry
First Congregational Church
36 North Main Street, 
W.Bookfield, MA 01585
Distribution: Wednesday 10 AM-11:30 AM 
- Thursday 7 PM- 8 PM 
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