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“There's nowhere you can't get inspiration”

Gus Steeves

Janine Laliberte focuses on one of her paintings while talking about it.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — For Janine Lal-
iberte, art is basically life. 

But for a while, getting into comput-
er-based graphic design separated her 
from that source of  inspiration. Over 
time, that led her to a “deep depres-
sion” in 2013, and she “had to find my 
art to help me out.”.

Today, it shows in bright colors, 
birds, flowers and the unexpected jux-
taposition of  steampunk and Native 
American imagery. All of  those things 

are on display at Jacob Edwards Li-
brary until the end of  the month.

“There's nowhere you can't get in-
spiration,” she said, noting she'll get it 
from music, clothing and other things 
seen at random, but especially from 
hiking. That became even more inspi-
rational when she moved from Georgia 
to Massachusetts several years ago.

“Holy cow. We don't get seasons in 
the South,” she recalled. “All those col-
ors [of  fall] are my color palette. I love 
it.”. 
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Charlton Town Meeting 
set for May 20

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The 
taxpayers of  Charlton 

have been called to the 
spring annual town 
meeting on May 20 where 
an 18-article warrant will 
address the May 4 elec-
tion results, zoning by-
laws, and local budgets.

The most pressing 
decision of  the night, as 
usual, will be the town 
budget which proposes 
a $40.4 million spending 
plan for Fiscal Year 2025 
that Town Administra-
tor Andrew Golas called 
a “zero-based budget.” 
The budget includes 
$18.5 million for the Dud-

ley-Charlton Regional 
School District contri-
bution and $2.4 million 
for Bay Path Regional 
Vocational School Dis-
trict. A full breakdown 
of  the proposed budget 
is available on the Town 
of  Charlton website. 
The warrant will also 
address the stabiliza-
tion fund, the water and 
sewer budgets, cemetery 
perpetual care expenses, 
the revolving fund, inter-
departmental transfers, 
and other capital items 

Farmers markets kick off season

Gus Steeves

A couple farmers await customers on opening day of the Charlton Farmers Market.

Historical Society presents “The 
Publick House in World War II”
S T U R B R I D G E 

— WWII saw American 
society rally behind the 
war effort as the nation 
geared up to be the “ar-
senal of  democracy”. 
All communities expe-
rienced changes as citi-
zens and businesses did 
their part. 

On May 23 at 7 p.m. 
at the Publick House, 
Wally Hersee of  the 
Sturbridge Historical 
Society will discuss 
the role of  the Publick 
House in WWII. Initial-
ly, the Inn became the 
Defense Center for the 
training of  civilians 
and the State Guard. 
Eventually it became 
the 1st Service Com-
mand Tactical School 
for the training of 
Army officers in gue-
rilla tactics. The pre-
sentation will also look 
at the 366th Regiment, 
the Women’s Defense 
Corps, and the type of 
training they under-
went. The second half 
of  the program will 
be the showing of  a 
newly enhanced film 
of  the Sturbridge De-
fense Center’s Dedica-
tion on Oct. 25, 1941, 
including the "Battle 
of  Sturbridge" that 
was presented for the 
townspeople and digni-
taries on that day. 

Wally Hersee grew 
up in Medfield, where 
he refined his inter-
est in local history. 
Having moved to Stur-
bridge it was only a 
matter of  time before 
he took an active part 
in Sturbridge history. 
A photographer for 
more than 45 years, 
his 2017 book, “Follow 
the Light,” tells of  his 
photographic journey. 
Wally retired as a reg-
istered nurse in 2019. 
Today, he lives in Town 
with his wife, Mary, 
and is active on Town 

boards, volunteers 
at Tanglewood, and 
writes for the Stur-
bridge Historic Soci-

ety on their Facebook 
page.

The program is free 
and open to the pub-

lic, and is generously 
hosted by the Publick 
House.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 CHARLTON — Despite a fast-moving thunderstorm hit-
ting just after it started, Charlton Grange kicked off  its out-
door Farmers' Market season in good spirits last Wednesday.

Somewhat damp visitors had the choice of  various crafts, 
baked goods, products made from recycled items, honey and 
more, alongside a ballot question petition. It will return ev-
ery Wednesday from 4-7 on the Common and shifts to indoors 
at the Grange during winter.

This market is just one of  many opening up for the year, 
and some that never closed for the winter. Most of  them are 
depicted on the MassFarmersMarket.org website, which in-
cludes hundreds of  places “where farmers could get the high-
est and best return for their investment” in their farms, said 
Edith Murnane, the nonprofit's director. “Our goal is to make 
sure farmers markets are as vibrant as possible for the farm-
ers who attend.”

She was speaking at the State Grange's Agricultural Expo 
at Holy Cross a couple weeks ago.

“A lot of  people don't think of  Massachusetts as an agri-
cultural state, but we have a lot that people don't realize,” ob-

served Mass Department of  Agricultural Resources spokes-
man Rick Leblanc the same day. “... Our farms are fabulous 
in this state. They do so many things.”

Leblanc runs the MassGrown Web site, which is basically 
a database of  all kinds of  agrarian things, some well-know, 
some obscure. On it, visitors can find local breweries and 
vineyards, a long list of  specialty crops, dairies, sheep farms, 
pick-your-own farms, CSAs (community supported farms 
that sell crops by subscription), mobile and fixed markets, 
and many other things. He noted they're often trying to ex-
pand their listings and categories; for example, they just add-
ed mushroom growers and nurseries selling native plants. 

The map is “open to anybody who wants to sell to the pub-
lic,” so it might not include some small producers or those 
growing just for themselves, he added.

Leblanc said MDAR is now working with the Departmetn 
of  Conservation and Recreation on a “Growing Wild” pro-
gram to promote pollinator gardening with native plants spe-
cifically to “combat all the invasives.” He noted there's also 
rising interest in edible wild plants, and the Mass Nursery 
Association is trying to promote eating the weeds and native 
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WORCESTER — At Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI), all un-
dergraduates are required to com-
plete a research-driven, profession-
al-level project that applies science 
and technology that addresses an 
important societal need or issue. 
About two-thirds of  students com-
plete a project at one of  the uni-
versity's 50-plus off-campus project 

centers, which are located around 
the world. A signature element of 
the innovative undergraduate ex-
perience at WPI, the project-based 
curriculum offers students the op-
portunity to apply their scientific 
and technical knowledge to de-
velop thoughtful solutions to real 
problems that affect the quality of 
people's lives-and make a differ-
ence before they graduate.

"The WPI project-based cur-
riculum's focus on global studies 
brings students out of  the class-
room and their comfort zones and 
into the global community to ap-
ply their knowledge and to solve 
problems," said Professor Kent 
Rissmiller, professor of  Integra-
tive& Global Studies and associate 
dean of  The Global School. "Stu-
dents are immersed in all aspects 
of  a different culture, from the way 
people live and work to the values 
they hold to the foods they eat - all 
valuable perspectives for surviving 
and thriving in today's global mar-
ketplace. They also learn the mean-
ing and magic of  teamwork; make 
a real and meaningful difference in 
their host community; and gain a 

competitive edge for any resume, 
or graduate or professional school 
application."

The following students were 
part of  a team that completed an 
intensive project:

Rebecca Schultz, class of  2025, 
majoring in Environmental Engi-
neering from Sturbridge, was part 
of  a project titled Automatic Rain-
water Collection and Storage Sys-
tem

Louis Desy, class of  2024, ma-
joring in Biomedical Engineering 
from Brimfield, was part of  a proj-
ect titled The Environmental Cri-
sis: The Loss of  Biodiversity

Luke Hoy, class of  2024, major-
ing in Robotics Engineering from 
Fiskdale, was part of  a project ti-
tled Recycling Our Own Waste in 
WPI via Robotic Systems

Patrick Hussey, class of  2024, 
majoring in Data Science from 
Brimfield, was part of  a project ti-
tled Do Goats Vote?

Ryan Malone, class of  2025, ma-
joring in Mechanical Engineering 
from Brimfield, was part of  a proj-
ect titled Designing a Model Com-

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — For 
John Daniel, re-electing him 
is a chance to help make sure 
the town “will keep improving 
and keep it the good town it 
is.”

“If  people see we're trying 
in a directed, educated sense, 
the perception of  the town 
will change,” he said. Without 
that, “the perception is that we 

don't know what we're doing.”
Daniel, a retired high 

school principal, seeks his 
third term on the Town Coun-
cil June 11. He's one of  four 
running for three seats, with 
the others being fellow in-
cumbent Scott Lazo, former 
councilor Jackie Ryan, and at-
torney Steve Kelly. There are 
also four candidates seeking 
two School Committee seats 
this year: incumbent Martena 

Shea, engineer Maria 
Torres, long-time ac-
tivist parent Stepha-
nie Rivers and fellow 
parent Brittany Davi-
son. 

The News will be 
profiling all of  them 
over the next few 
weeks, with one coun-
cil and one school 
candidate each week.

If  elected, Daniel 
said he hopes to “see 
people a little less an-
gry and more pleased 
with improvements 
made in town.” He 
cites several – vari-
ous roads, sewer plant 
upgrades, plans to 
renovate Town Hall, 
the Rail Trail proj-
ect, the fire station. 
But he admits they're 
not always easy to see 
when slow, and some-
times people need to 
look backward “and 
see you've traveled a 
distance.” 

“There are a lot of 
projects in the wind 

and only so many 
of  us on the coun-
cil and depart-
ment heads [to do 
them],” he said.

Of  course, one 
of  the really big 
ones is also the 
hardest – improv-
ing the schools. 
Daniel notes the 
council only has 
an “indirect im-
pact” on that, 
but particular-
ly needs to take 
time to “see all sides of  the is-
sue. There's been a problem of 
kneejerk reactions in the last 
few years.” 

He sees that to some degree 
on both sides – people chal-
lenging the administration 
but also the state's receiver-
ship takeover itself. Even the 
law creating receivership 
“needed to be thought out 
more on what it can accom-
plish and what it can't,” he 
noted. It's time for “thoughtful 
discussion” between the state, 
town and parents, but there 
have been unsuccessful at-
tempts to start such talks from 
both sides over the years.

“The state has been re-
luctant to be a partner in the 
conversation” until recently, 
and it's still unclear “what the 
state needs to do to hold up 
their end of  the bargain,” he 
said.

In part, that's because the 
“turnaround plan” is laden 
with jargon the people do not 
understand, Daniel said. The 

state needs to 
be clearer with 
people and more 
forthcoming.

For Daniel, 
the schools, ren-
ovations and oth-
er issues most-
ly point to one 
key metric for a 
town's success: 
quality of  life. He 
said those need 
to be handled 
one at a time, 
and some will 

take more than three years. 
A case in point is business 

development, some aspects 
of  which have been contro-
versial. He noted he recently 
supported an item seeking to 
submit a “letter of  interest” 
to the state to have the state 
review whether the American 
Optical redevelopment project 
would be worthy of  millions 
in public grant money. “I wish 
that had gone the other way,” 
he said. “... We need to sup-
port businesses of  all sizes … I 
think we said no too soon, and 
didn't give the plant an oppor-
tunity to blossom.” 

On the other hand, he ad-
mitted he wasn't sure how to 
change things to make it easier 
for small businesses to thrive, 
noting just that it “needs some 
government oversight to make 
sure things are done well.”

Since Daniel is now the 
“senior councilor,” he sees 
himself  as being a sense of 
history for the council, and 
believes in using Councilor's 

Forum as a time to highlight 
quality of  life projects. But 
he also believes the council 
should discuss what it wants 
that to look like over the next 
10-plus years. 

For him, that ties into a 
need to be better at “educat-
ing the people about the inner 
workings of  government.” 
People feel government fails 
them, but the issue is often 
that the government is bad at 
being clear what has actual-
ly been completed. Although 
there are always some naysay-
ers, he added, “We need to go 
after the many, and if  they feel 
good about it, we've done our 
job.”

One aspect of  that could be 
having human resources and 
some experienced town board 
member create a program to 
looks at what the various de-
partments and boards do, and 
how to get involved.

In his case, he knew some 
aspects of  town governance 
from years working in the 
Webster school system. But 
exposure to Southbridge's way 
of  doing things came mostly 
from a year as a citizen mem-
ber of  the Education and Hu-
man Services subcommittee 
and his first six months or 
so on the council, with lots of 
conversations with Yvone Tor-
tis, then-manager Ron San An-
gelo, and then-Council Chair 
(now manager) Jack Jovan. 

Gus Steeves can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 
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PROPERTIES FOR RENT
Prince Edward Island, Canada

Summer/Fall Weekly Cottage Rental
2-bedroom newly constructed oceanfront cottage that sleeps 8.

Sweeping views of the pond, ocean and lighthouse. 
Enjoy kayaking, bicycling and beach walking. 

$900/wk.  Contact Scott at 603-254-5032 or scottm@plymouth.edu
TYBEE ISLAND, GEORGIA

YEAR-ROUND SHORT-TERM RENTAL
1-bedroom unit overlooking ocean in a gated community with pool 
and walkway to beach. Sleeps 4. Watch dolphins at play, freighters, 

pelicans and fishing boats. Prices vary.
Contact Oceanfront Cottage Rentals at 800-786-5889 or

http://www.oceanfrontcottage.com/listings/218-bay-breezes

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
SPRING YARD SALE

 Saturday, May 25th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley 
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE   We accept CREDIT CARDS!”
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items   ONE DAY ONLY

Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s)  Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - Ta-
bles, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, 
cups, small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, 
baseball equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes 
- shirts, pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby 
items - high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Marie and I 
love dancing!       
Marie, whose pronouns are 

she, he, they/them, is kind, 
engaging, and resilient. Ma-
rie’s foster family and teach-
ers describe them as friendly, 
playful, and affectionate. Marie 
loves dancing and will dance 
for hours in the afternoon but 
is shy to show off their dance 
moves. They also enjoy go-
ing on daily walks for fresh air. 
Marie’s favorite restaurants in-

clude Chinese buffets and McDonalds and their favorite meal 
consist of fried chicken sandwiches with coke products. 

https:/
/adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/6138 

 

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. 
As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from 
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your 
family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.
org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out 
today to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster 
care. 

Marie 
Age 13 

St. Joseph’s Parish 
Indoor/Outdoor 

Yard Sale
 Date:   Saturday, May 25th

Time:  8am - 3pm
Location:  28 Mt. Pleasant St., 

North Brookfield
 

Featured items include - Household, 
furniture, small furnishings, 

decorative items, and attic treasures
 

Proceeds to benefit
 St. Joseph’s Church

Council Race 2024
Daniel: “Give the plant an opportunity to blossom”

John Daniel

Worcester Polytechnic Institute students 
complete intensive research projects

Turn To WORCESTER page  A11



Last call to attend  
Tantasqua reunion

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — To 
Stephanie Rivers, it's time for 
the School Committee to step 
up and lead, and feels it's time 
for her to help that process.

“I'm an information per-
son and a troubleshooter,” she 
said. “When there's a problem, 
they send me in and I get to 
work.”

She's under no illusions 
that'll be easy, though. 

“I don't see us leaving re-
ceivership anytime soon,” she 
said, noting the committee has 
had “no voice and no ability to 
vote on policy or curriculum” 
for eight years now. Its mem-
bers have largely “been just 
going through the motions of 
meeting and adjourning.”

An IT professional, parent 
and local activist, Rivers is 
one of  four candidates seeking 
two School Committee seats in 
this year's town election June 
11. She faces incumbent Mar-
tena Shea, engineer Maria 
Torres, and fellow parent Brit-
tany Davison. There are also 
four people running for three 
seats on the Town Council: 
incumbents John Daniel and 
Scott Lazo, former councilor 
Jackie Ryan, and attorney 
Steve Kelly.   

The News will be profiling 
all of  them over the next few 
weeks, with one council and 
one school candidate each 
week.

For Rivers, the springboard 
for becoming a candidate was 
seeing the recent protests of 
the students over “how they 
were being treated. They 

wanted to talk to 
the principal to 
promote chang-
es.” That refers to 
student and teach-
er allegations ear-
lier this year of 
various kinds of 
mistreatment plus 
a spring 2023 gun-
in-school issue 
and other more 
recent concerns 
revolving around 
c h e e r l e a d e r s , 
yearbook, student 
monitoring in bathrooms and 
more.

“These are all issues were 
working on as a community, 
real-time issues,” Rivers said. 
“The lack of  communication 
[from the administration] 
needs to be addressed and cor-
rected.”

As most people know, 
Southbridge isn't alone in try-
ing to work a way out of  re-
ceivership. Rivers said she has 
followed what's happening in 
the other two communities – 
Holyoke and Lawrence – and 
even turned that material into 
a “feasibility report” for one of 
her college classes over how 
receivership operates. She 
said she compared the towns' 
stage of  the process toward 
exiting, their improvement 
plans' key points, and various 
related data.

“Southbridge shows they're 
not improving, and actually 
failing in some areas,” she 
said.

To help fix that, she wants 
to both dig into the data and 
start asking people questions. 

For example, 
she wonders 
why kids who 
drop out ar-
en't asked why 
they're leav-
ing and what 
would keep 
them in school. 
She'd also ask 
why kids skip 
school and oth-
er things.

“It's the stu-
dents that are 
number 1,” she 

added. “But to the receiver-
ship, it seems they aren't num-
ber 1 and are pushed to the 
back of  the bus.” 

She'd also like to dive into 
data on GEDs, MCAS, budget, 
graduation rates and other is-
sues (she claimed she hasn't 
seen GED numbers since the 
first receiver's tenure).

Regarding guns in school, 
Rivers said she strongly sup-
ports installing metal detec-
tors despite the cost. But she 
also notes the schools need to 
look into what's happening in 
kids' lives that promotes fear, 
violence, gang membership 
and related issues. “Home life 
is usually the root source,” she 
noted.

“School's not the safest 
place to be now, and if  it can 
be made safer, it needs to be 
done,” she said. “...It doesn't 
look like they can control [the 
risk of  violence] because it 
keeps happening.”

(The district currently has 
a fairly high number of  coun-
selors of  various types.)

Regarding the school com-

mittee itself, Rivers said she 
wants to see it recreate the 
old subcommittees – budget, 
transportation, maintenance, 
special ed and curriculum 
– and start relearning those 
roles. Right now, though, she 
feels it lacks organi-
zation, and changing 
that is a “moving pro-
cess.”

If  elected, she said 
she hopes to see the 
district “in transition 
to return to the schol 
committee and that 
receivership has end-
ed” by the end of  a 
three-year term. That 
would ride along with 
improved metrics in 
dropout rates, gradu-
ations, test scores, saf-
er buildings, and hav-
ing teachers who are 

“more comfortable and able 
to teach in a more supportive 
environment,” she said.

Gus Steeves can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 
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PROMOTION ENDS May 31, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends May 31, 2024

37

Spiro Thomo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Estate/Yard Sale 
Saturday

 and Sunday, 
May 18th and 19th, 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
110 Leland Hill Road 

Sutton, MA
Furniture, glassware, 
small kitchen appl,

 tools, TV’s, 
snowblower, 

car (Hyundai Elantra)

Please join us for the 
2024 Tarentino Strong 5K held in

 memory of Officer Ronald Tarentino, Jr. 
Sunday, June 9th @ Auburn Elks 

Kids Fun Run @ 9:30
5K @ 10:00 with chip timing and finish line photos

Family Fun Event with DJ, Emergency Vehicles, 
Raffles, Coffee, Treats, Free Giveaways…

runsignup.com/tarentino
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Stephanie Rivers

School race 2024
Rivers seeks to be “troubleshooter” for schools

Southbridge candidate 
forum coming May 23

SOUTHBRIDGE — For the first time in years, the June 11 town elec-
tion ballot will have two races, with four candidates vying for three Town 
Council seats and four seeking two School Committee seats.

Running for the council are incumbents Scott Lazo and John Daniel, 
attorney Steve Kelly, and former councilor Jackie Ryan. Seeking school 
seats are incumbent Martena Shea, engineer Maria Torres, long-time lo-
cal activist Stephanie Rivers, and parent Brittany Davison.

All of  them will get their chance to field questions on the issues South-
bridge faces on Thursday, May 23 starting at 6 p.m. in the Town Hall, with 
live and subsequent broadcast on cable access and the town's YouTube 
and Web site video pages.

People with concerns they'd like to see raised can email forum organiz-
er Gus Steeves at gus.steeves2@gmail.com with suggestions. 

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Tantasqua 
Regional High School Class of  1974 is 
putting a last call to alumni to attend 
its 50th reunion June 15 at Cohasse 
Country Club, Southbridge. A buffet 

dinner will be served at 6 p.m. Cost 
$60 per person. 

Please contact Denise ASAP to 
RSVP at THSclass1974@yahoo.com 
or call (508) 344-2567.



CHARLTON — The Charlton Lions Club is 
holding a membership drive this spring, begin-
ning with an informational Wine and Cheese 
Reception on May 22 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Great Room at The Overlook, 88 Masonic Home 
Rd., Charlton.

Charlton’s most respected community service 
organization invites interested Charlton resi-
dents to join them for refreshments and conver-
sation and to learn about the important work the 
Club members do to serve our community. 

The Club provides Charlton citizens with as-
sistance in securing sight, hearing and health 
needs, handicap ramps, scholarships, disaster 
relief, and gift cards at Christmas for needy fam-
ilies. It collects used eyeglasses and hearing aids 
for reconditioning and donation. For youth, it 
sponsors annual speech and Peace Poster compe-

titions. Where there is a need, the Lions respond. 
Funds are raised through food booths at various 
events, such as Charlton Old Home Day and pub-
lic collections.

The Charlton Lions are part of  Lions Clubs 
International, the largest service organization in 
the world. All funds raised are donated to char-
itable causes, with a majority used in Charlton. 
Since 1917, Lions have strengthened communi-
ties through humanitarian projects.

For more information about the May 22 event 
(including a map to the event location) and about 
the local Club or to make a donation, please visit 
thecharltonlions.com or send email to  thecharl-
tonlions@gmail.com.
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Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  
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Real Estate

BRIMFIELD 
$45,000, Warren Rd #9, Sosa, Ruben, to Jackson, Genise.

CHARLTON

$585,000, 5 Gale Rd, Packard, Michael, and Packard, Ellen 
M, to Stone, Abigail, and Smith, Gage.

$550,000, 5 Mckinstry Cir, Horne, Michael E, and Horne, 
Kerry A, to Manoharan, Yuvaraj A.

$440,000, 34 A F Putnam Rd, Thibaudeau, Paul, to Pack-
ard, Michael J.

$125,000, 70 Jennings Rd, Bourdeau, James E, to Kendall 
Homes Inc.

HOLLAND

None

SOUTHBRIDGE

$625,000, 15 Dennison Ln, Qs Lending T, and Ross, Steven 
A, to Amoah, Prosper E, and Boatemaa-Agyenim, Akua.

$460,000, 142 Pleasant St, Ramirez, Carlos H, to Perez, An-
gel F.

$185,000, 833 Main St, 833 Main St Corp, to Southbridge 
Rentals LLC.

$185,000, Main St, 833 Main St Corp, to Southbridge Rent-
als LLC.

STURBRIDGE

$286,000, 3 Shepard Rd, Cooper Sonja Est, and Cooper 3rd, 
John T, to Cooper, John T, and Cooper, Emily M.

CHARLTON — The Charlton Garden Club is holding its 
annual Plant Sale on Saturday, June 1 on the Charlton Com-
mon from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Stop by for a choice selections 
of  plants from annual and perennials to vegetables and 
woody plants. Come chat with our members. A Massachu-
setts Master Gardener Association volunteer will be on hand 
to test your soil’s pH and make limestone recommendations 
if  necessary. Bring a half  cup of  soil for free testing. When 
collecting your soil sample, take several subsamples from 
the soil surface down 4 to 6 inches. Mix these together and 
place about half  a cup of  soil in a container to bring to the 
plant sale.

 
Plant sale proceeds are used for program support, commu-

nity activities like Earth Day and the Old Home Day Flower 
Show, and town beautification projects such as the Common 
plantings. We appreciate your support!

 
The Charlton Garden Club was founded in 1937 so we are 

celebrating our 87th year! The Club’s purpose is “To create 
interest in gardening in all its branches and encourage the 
beautification of  home and community.” Anyone with an in-
terest in gardening at any level is welcome to join. Meetings 
are typically held the second Monday of  the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Charlton Library.

Our June 10th meeting will feature apiarist, Ken War-
chol, who has been keeping bees for more than 70 years and 
will give a presentation on Honeybees in our Environment. 
Meetings are free and open to all. Whether you’re a novice 
or accomplished gardener, the Charlton Garden Club is a 
great place to meet other gardening enthusiasts, learn about 
plants and planting, and to share your gardening tips and ex-
periences. This meeting will be held at 7 p.m. at the Charlton 
Public Library. 

If  interested in joining the Garden Club, please contact 
Co-Presidents, Virginia Charette at (508) 248-7300 or Marcia 
Liedigk at (508) 434-0506. 

Charlton Garden Club to 
hold Plant Sale June 1

Charlton Lions Club to hold membership drive

UnderGround Wednesday 
screenings continue with  

“The Passion of Joan of Arc”
SOUTHBRIDGE — The 

Shawna Foundation pres-
ents UnderGround Wednes-
days, free screenings of 
classic movies at starlite, 39 
Hamilton St., Southbridge, 
on the last Wednesday of  ev-
ery month.

This month’s screening 
is the classic silent film 
“The Passion of  Joan of 
Arc” (1928) by Carl Theo-
dor Dreyer  and stars Renée 
Jeanne Falconetti as Joan. It 
is widely regarded as a land-
mark of  cinema, especially 
for its production, Dreyer's 
direction and Falconetti's 
performance, which is often 
listed as one of  the finest 
in cinema history. The film 
summarizes the time that 
Joan of  Arc was a captive of 
England, depicting her trial 
and execution.

Accompanying the movie 
will be live music performed 
by SWRM featuring Alec K. 
Redfearn on synth and with 

Matt McLaren on drums.

The screening and per-
formance is on May 29, and 
starts at 7 p.m. It is free!

The Shawna E. Shea Me-
morial Foundation, Inc is a 
501(c)(3) charitable nonprof-
it who believes the arts and 
education are essential to 
creating a vibrant, healthy 
community and world.

 
The mission of  the 

Shawna Foundation is to 
equitably promote and 
support students through 
scholarship and showcase 
artists in filmmaking, per-
formance arts, poetry and 
other creative endeavors 
with a focus on underrepre-
sented communities.

This program is sup-
ported by a grant from the 
Southbridge Cultural Coun-
cil, a local agency funded by 
the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Friday price 5/10/24 was $3.54 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Community 
    Connection

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Master Masons host recognition night for 
veterans and first responders

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBUAG MASONIC LODGE

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— On Monday night, 
May 6, family and 
friends and guests 
gathered at Quine-
baug Masonic Lodge 
in Southbridge to 
honor their Veterans 
and First Responders. 
The lodge was packed 
with Brethren in all 
kinds, past and pres-
ent uniforms to rep-
resent their branch 
of  service. There were 
individuals from the 
Army, Marines, Navy, 
Coast Guard, Airforce, 
National Guard, along 

with Firefighters, 
Paramedics, Emer-
gency Response per-
sonnel.  Special guests 
included represen-
tatives from the Boy 
Scouts of  America, 
Charlton Troop 165, 
and Charlton Troop 
338. These young men 
are Americas future, 
there motto is duty 
to country and duty 
to citizenship.  Wow 
what a sight to see, 
all these brethren and 
guests showing their 
pride in some type of 
uniform or article of 
clothing to represent 
their service.

The best part of  the 

evening was watch-
ing the Color Guards 
march into the room 
to a standing ovation 
holding the flag of 
their branch of  ser-
vice.  A roll call of 
names was read of  32 
Master Masons veter-
ans and 1st respond-
ers. Their branch 
of  service and ages 
ranging from 90 years 
young to 37 years of 
age all are active mem-
bers of  the Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge. We 
are proud to contin-
ue this tradition for 
our veterans and 1st 
responders of  our 
lodge. If  you would 

Courtesy

Master Masons in some type of article of clothing representing their branch of service. Also, 
special guest representatives of the Boy Scouts of America Charlton Troop 165 and Troop 338 
standing proudly with the Masons with the Color Guard flags in the background. 

Courtesy

PULLED BARBEQUE PORK DINNER 
SATURDAY 
On Saturday, May 18,  Charlton City United Methodist Church is hosting a Pulled 
Barbeque Pork dinner with potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, corn bread and peach 
cobbler with whipped cream.    Come and enjoy food and fellowship with friends and 
neighbors. As always, between 5 and 7 p.m., there will be continuous serving and take-
out.  Price is still $15 for adults and $7 for children, free for children under five. Tickets 
may be purchased at the door although reservations are appreciated. Call the church 
office at (508) 248-7379 for information and reservations.   The building is handicap 
accessible with ample parking and located at 74 Stafford St., Charlton.

Badger & Nault to perform 
at Jacob Edwards Library
SOUTHBRIDGE — The Jacob Ed-

wards Library presents Badger & 
Nault live in concert on Thursday, 
May 30 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. This event 
is free and open to the public.

Badger & Nault are an old-time 
acoustic duo based in central Massa-
chusetts featuring banjo, accordion 
and vocal harmonies. 

Freddy Badger is an old-time ban-
jo player, guitarist, and singer in the 
America/Western European roots 
music tradition. While he is a native 
of  Ashland, based on his musical 
style, you could easily believe he is 
from somewhere in the Appalachian 
Mountains circa 1920. He released 
his debut EP, “Good Time People,” 
in the spring of  2022. 

Bridget Nault is an accordion 
player, guitarist and singer out of 
Holden. She is a Berklee educated 
musician who has appeared all over 

the state (and beyond) playing her 
original songs and performing in a 
variety of  duos and bands. She re-
leased a solo record, “A Future and 
A Past,” in June 2023.

Together, this duo will play a se-
lection of  old-time and traditional 
songs spanning from the 16th cen-
tury through the early 20th century, 
with a focus on the Scotts, Irish and 
English music that was brought to 
Appalachia during that time period. 
Along with the music itself, Bad-
ger & Nault are passionate about 
the song histories, and will discuss 
the origins of  the music they play 
throughout the performance.

This program is supported by a 
grant from the Southbridge Cultur-
al Council, a local agency funded by 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

like more information 
about Freemasonry, 

go to www.massfree-
masonary.org and find 

a lodge nearest you. 
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To the Editor

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
Press

Embracing  
nature’s 
flourish: 

The case for  
No Mow May 

As we wind down the month 
of  May, a rare opportunity has 
presented itself, with a chance to 
change our relationship with our 
lawns and embrace the beauty of 
nature’s unruly charm. “No Mow 
May” is a movement that encourag-
es homeowners and communities 
to refrain from mowing their lawns 
for the entire month. While it may 
initially sound unconventional, 
this initiative carries several ben-
efits for both our environment and 
our well-being. 

No Mow May supports biodi-
versity. By allowing our lawns to 
grow freely, we create habitats and 
food sources for a variety of  in-
sects, birds, and small mammals. 
Native wild flowers, clovers, and 
grasses flourish, attracting polli-
nators such as bees and butterflies 
that are crucial to our ecosystem’s 
health. Through this simple act of 
not mowing our lawns, we actively 
contribute to the preservation of 
local flora and fauna, helping to re- 
store balance to our landscapes. 

No Mow May presents an op-
portunity for us to reconnect with 
nature and foster a sense of  won-
der in our surroundings. As we 
witness the transformation of  our 
lawns into vibrant meadows, we 
are reminded of  the cyclical nature 
of  life and the beauty found in un-
tamed spaces. Stepping outside and 
immersing ourselves in these natu-
rally evolving environments can be 
a source of  inspiration, relaxation, 
and a respite from the demands of 
our daily lives. 

Further, No Mow May holds sig-
nificant environmental benefits. By 
refraining from mowing, we reduce 
our carbon footprint and conserve 
valuable resources. 

Critics may argue that unkempt 
lawns present a sense of  neglect or 
an invitation for pests. However, it 
is important to distinguish between 
neglect and intentional cultivation 
of  natural spaces. No Mow May en-
courages us to redefine our percep-
tion of  what a “perfect” lawn looks 
like, allowing for a shift in aesthet-
ics that prioritizes the health of 
our ecosystems over conforming to 
conventional norms. 

Let your lawn be a canvas for na-
ture’s masterpiece, even if  just for 
a few weeks! 

Younger workers must  
balance financial priorities

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

If  you’re a younger worker just 
starting out in your career, you’ve got 
tremendous personal and professional 
opportunities ahead of  you. But this is 
also when you will need to make some 
key decisions — especially about your 
financial priorities.

When considering your priorities, 
you may find it helpful to look at these 
three areas:

Paying off  debts – If  you’re like many 
young working people, one of  your big-
gest debts may be your student loans — 
and paying these down is, by necessity, a 
priority, because falling behind on your 
student loan payments can lead to late 
fees and other problems. So, if  you ha-
ven’t done so already, you may want to 
enroll in autopay, which will help you 
stay current on your loan and possibly 
earn a rate reduction.

Saving for short-term goals – At this 
stage of  your life, you may be thinking 
about saving for at least one or two sig-
nificant short-term goals, such as a wed-
ding or a down payment to a house — or 
perhaps both. Obviously, your ability to 
save for these goals will depend on your 
income, your current cost of  living and 
your debt situation. But if  a wedding or 
a new home is indeed a priority for you, 
you’ll want to look at what’s possible, in 
terms of  putting money away. Since you 
know you’ll need a certain amount of 
money at a given time, you may want to 
automatically move a set amount from 
your checking or savings account each 
month to a low-risk account whose prin-
cipal is essentially protected. You might 
not earn a lot on such an account, but 
at the same time, you won’t have to wor-
ry about a drop in value just when you 
need to take out the money.   

Saving for retirement – Even though 
you may just be at the beginning of  your 
working life, it’s not too soon to begin 
preparing for its conclusion. You could 
spend two, or even three, decades in 
an active retirement, so you will need 
to accumulate considerable financial 
resources. Fortunately, here’s an area 
in which you may be able to get some 
help, starting right away. If  you work 
for a mid-size or large company, your 
employer may well offer a 401(k) or sim-
ilar retirement plan. Your pre-tax sala-
ry deferral contributions are generally 
not taxable, so the more you put in, the 
lower your taxable income. Plus, your 
earnings can grow on a tax-deferred 
basis. (If  your employer offers a Roth 
401(k), your contributions will be tax-
able, but withdrawals will be tax-free, 
provided you meet certain conditions.) 
These days, even many small employ-
ers often offer some type of  retirement 
plan, so it’s likely to your benefit to take 
full advantage of  it by contributing as 
much as you can afford.

Prioritizing these long-term savings 
goals, and striving to meet them with 
the appropriate solutions, can certainly 
be challenging. But as a young worker, 
you have the greatest — and most irre-
placeable — asset on your side: time. 
So, make the most of  it. Think carefully 
about your needs and options and take 
the steps that enable you to keep mak-
ing progress toward all your objectives.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trev-
or.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

To the Editor:
People often ask “Why is no one 

interested in running for seats in lo-
cal town elections?” Look no further 
than this last election in Charlton for 
at least a partial answer. 

So many strange and dishearten-
ing things happened, not the least of 
which involved the race for the one-
year school committee seat. Rumors 
abounded about the incumbent not 
being interested in running again, 
but in the meantime, a second candi-
date stepped into the race. Ultimately, 
the incumbent got herself  on the bal-
lot, then almost immediately publicly 
announced that she was quitting the 
race, and did no open campaigning. 
The second candidate did campaign, 
including putting himself  through 
the stress and scrutiny of  a public 
Q&A at the Candidates Forum, where 
it was also announced that the in-
cumbent had quit the race. Then non-
sense was spread about “Woke poli-
cies” and how “Title IX was going to 
be voted on in our schools.” Title IX 
is a federal civil rights law that was 
enacted in 1972! More rumors ran 
rampant about what the incumbent 
would do if  she won the race. We now 
know. She has put her true character 
on display for all to see by accepting 
the position. Do we really want a quit-
ter who doesn’t want the job? And is 
this the example Charlton is proud 
to set for our children? That I don’t 
want to put in the work, but given the 
opportunity, I will take the job from 
someone who does?

A second race gone bad involved 
the Selectboard Seat 2. You don’t typ-
ically see dirty politics at this level, at 

least not out in the open. But in this 
race the incumbent decided that creat-
ing attack videos about his opponent 
and using money from the Republican 
State Party to send out nasty, inaccu-
rate mailers to voters was an A-OK 
way to get elected in Charlton. It is oft 
repeated by these “powers that be” in 
our town government, that town elec-
tions are non-partisan because there 
are no D’s or R’s next to their names. 
Well, that has been blown to smither-
eens, and it remains to be seen what it 
will now bring to our elections in the 
future. Perhaps it is that unfairness 
and nastiness that local voters want, 
not unlike national politics. The hy-
pocrisy ran deep with town leaders 
who endorsed this behavior. However, 
even with all these smear tactics this 
race came down to one vote and as a 
result we can expect a recount. Never 
again do I want to hear someone say, 
“Why vote? My vote doesn’t matter 
anyway.”

Believe it or not, there is more. 
Candidates are always discouraged 
by the lack of  voter participation in 
town, and this election was no differ-
ent. There are over 10,000 registered 
voters and only 1,838 came out to vote. 
People are not engaged. But some 
are also so uninformed as to vote for 
someone who has quit the race and to 
vote for someone in two races, one of 
which they are not running in.

I’m sure some will say this is just 
sour grapes because my chosen can-
didates did not win, and I won’t deny 
that I’m disappointed by the results, 
but facts are facts.

Pat Stockwell
Charlton

To the Editor:
In this world of  violence and lack 

of  empathy toward other Earthlings, 
one may wonder, is there a presiden-
tial peace candidate? There is: Jill 
Stein. She’s running for our nonvio-
lent future.

 Peace is what we need right now. 
We don’t need any more of  our hard-
earned tax dollars going to war. We 
need that money to build community 
here, on American public transpor-
tation, health care, local food, forti-
fying infrastructure, and education. 
I heard a great discussion between 
Jeffry Sacks and Jill Stein specifically 

talking about the genocide on Pales-
tinians. Can those tax dollars be bet-
ter spent on Americans? I think so. 
And so does Jill Stein.

 To learn more, please see www.
jillstein2024.com and sign the petition 
that is circulating to get her on the 
ballot in Massachusetts. Please call 
me (508-764-8042) with questions or to 
sign. Let’s give MA residents a chance 
to vote for People, Peace, and Planet!

 Have a good day!
Peace, 

Maureen Doyle
Southbridge

To the Editor:
This is to all those residents of 

Charlton who didn’t think their vote 
would count. The recent election be-
tween two candidates for the Select 
Board was within one vote. In other 
words, if  you didn’t vote, and your fa-
vorite candidate lost, it was your fault. 

I’ve seen this happen a number of 
times over the years in local elections, 
and if  you care about your town and 

how it is run, you must get yourself 
out there and cast your vote. I believe 
most people do care and then simply 
forget or assume your candidate will 
win, or “life gets in the way” and so 
they don’t vote. Don’t allow this to 
happen to you — it only takes ten min-
utes, and then there will be no regrets.

Kathleen Walker
Charlton

Facts are facts

Jill Stein is running for a  
nonviolent future

Your vote matters

We’re all “built differently”
Whenever we see in-

dividuals excelling in 
their fields, people who 
are highly skilled—
whether in athletics, 
business, stock trading, 
acting, writing, culinary 
arts, scientific research, 
medicine, education, or 
trades—we often dis-
miss their success with 
a wave of  the hand and 
a remark: “Well, they’re 
just built differently.”

Of  course, in cer-
tain cases, that might 
hold some truth. For 
instance, I once had the 
privilege of  getting to 
know an Olympic Gold 
Medal-winning swim-
mer, the fastest man in 
the world at the time. 
I assumed his success 

mainly stemmed from 
his meticulous diet, 
rigorous supplement 
regimen, and relentless 
training routine. 

I was surprised to 
learn I was only partial-
ly correct. Indeed, he 
was built differently in 
many ways, possessing 
the physical and mental 
attributes that few can 
claim. 

While it’s good to 
recognize the greatness 
in others and to admire 
their natural advantag-
es, the core of  their suc-
cess often lies in relent-
less perseverance and 
an unwavering commit-
ment to their goals. 

Consider how there 
may have been others 
with the raw talent of 
Tom Brady, but without 
his extraordinary work 
ethic and dedication, 
they never reached sim-
ilar heights. 

I can’t help but think 
that sometimes, when 
people remark, “They’re 
just built differently,” 
they are perilously close 
to crafting excuses for 

TOBY
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

Turn To POSITIVELY page  A12



Turkey hunting is starting to im-
prove as toms start to find new ar-
eas to look for love. Many hens are 
already sitting on their eggs. More 
sightings of  turkeys roaming fields 
and side roads, are a sure sign that 
toms are on the hunt for romance 
with a new lady. 

Freshwater fishing for trout, and 
numerous other species of  fish have anglers becom-
ing more serious about their sport. Wachusett Res 
is providing better action for lakers, salmon and as this 
week’s second picture shows smallmouth bass.

Local ponds and rivers are also producing some nice 
trout for anglers to enjoy catching. Mass. will continue 
to stock trout until Memorial Day in most areas, and 
will stock areas a bit later if  the trout become available. 

Deer are also having their young this month, and 
residents are asked not to get too close to a young deer, 
or attempt to pick it up if  they think the fawn is aban-
doned. The mother is not too far away and often hides 
their young as they do every year. 

Waterfowl are also having a very good year hatching 
out their young. Local geese have been spotted with a 
good family of  goslings, and ducks also seem to be hav-
ing a good hatching of  their young.   

Numerous ospreys in the Uxbridge area have been 

s p o t t e d 
c a t c h i n g 
fish in lo-
cal ponds 
and carry-
ing them 
off  to feed 
their young. 
O s p r e y s 
were nearly 
wiped out locally when the DDT poison was used to kill 
mosquitos and other insects. Watching ospreys diving 
into the water at high speeds to catch fish is extreme-
ly entertaining, and they can dive down up to three feet 
to catch a fish.  

Wildlife is in good shape locally & with the help of 
sportsmen’s money, they should stay that way. 

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods Bending!
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Readers Share Favorite Hacks and Hints 
It’s time to take a peek 

into the Take the Hint! 
snail mail and virtual 
mailboxes.  Thanks to all 
the readers who have tak-
en time from their busy 
schedule to send in their 
great tips for dealing 
with the little nuisances 
in life.  And remember 
readers, your tip puts 
you in the running for a 
three course dinner for 
two at the Publick House!    
From reusing common 
items to adding creativ-
ity to keeping the bird-
bath clean, the following 
tips from readers are 
sure to make the sea-
son’s hassles a little eas-
ier to handle! 

**
A reader offers her 

tried and true strategy 
(using an unexpected 
household item) to safely 
remove ticks:

 Warmer weather is 
right around the corner 
and so are the ticks!   A 
friend told us to put tooth-
paste on area as soon as 
you discover a tick bit-
ing. You will soon see 
movement of  the tick as 
they willingly escape the 

dreaded toothpaste.  My 
husband and both had 
success with this meth-
od last summer.  It really 
works.  Good luck and 
stay safe!

Nancy Asplund
Brimfield, MA 
**
 This medley of  cre-

ative reuse and recycling 
tips save time and mon-
ey!

 
1.     Dryer wipes:  I 

don’t use them in the 
dryer, I put them in 
plastic totes when I 
store clothes, Christ-
mas items, curtains, etc. 
They give a pleasant 
smell to the clothes. 

Then when I remove 
the wipes from the totes, 
I use them to clean the 
bathroom sink and tub 
and/or use them dry on 
a Swiffer (use two and 
push into holes on back) 
for a quick pick up.  

2.     Used tissue pa-
per:  I cut it up into a 
convenient size and use 
to wipe grease out of 
pans and as a quick way 
to clean the kitchen floor 
when food drops there, 

3 .           A l c o h o l 
pre-moistened tow-
els:  Restaurants some-
times give these out with 
messy foods. Use to wipe 
your hands after making 
meatballs, meatloaf, cut-
ting chicken up, etc.  I 
wet the ones that have 
dried up. They also can 
be used for doing a quick 
kitchen counter or floor 
pickup. 

These ideas enable 
one to recycle items nor-
mally discarded after 
one use.

Cynthia Vlasaly
Whitinsville, MA 
**
 This reader’s tip uses 

copper’s natural algi-
cide properties to solve 
a common garden chal-
lenge:

 Love birdbaths but 
hate potential mosquito 
infestation due to stand-

ing water?  Toss three 
or four copper pennies 
into your birdbath, it 
keeps the water clean, 
clear, and mosquito 
free!

Note:  Pre 1982 
pennies were 
made of  copper,  

KJE
No address submitted
 **
 Talk about Yankee 

Ingenuity!  From a quick 
fix to a creative keep-
sake, this reader always 
comes up with useful 
ideas:

 
Here’s a solution I 

found for when the hard 
plastic ring on a new 
pump shampoo bottle 
cracked:  Luckily, in my 
odds and ends draw-
er, I always tuck in one 
spare pump from a pre-
vious empty bottle just 
for such emergencies.  I 
was able to remove the 
broken and put on the 
replacement in seconds!  
Time to watch for a new 
spare.  This works for 
hand lotion or glass or 
kitchen cleaners too!

**

I recently dug into 
my sewing and craft 
basket to embellish a 
child’s book.  I simply 
attached a heart of  craft 
fur to a Baby Animal 
book with open and peek 
windows.  This easy ad-
dition offered a touch 
sense to go along with 
the peek and surprise to 
the story book.  Person-
alize it more by writing a 
personal inscription. 

Viola Bramel
Northbridge, MA 
 
**
Prize Winner
C o n g r a t u l a -

tions to Nancy As-
plund, whose name 
was drawn for Dinner 
for Two at the Publick 
House.   She shared her 
tick removal method 
above. 

**
 Win Dinner for Two 

at the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 

One winner per month 
(or whenever enough 
entries are received) 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town com-
mon in historic Stur-
bridge.  Because I’m in 
the business of  dispens-
ing tips, not inventing 
them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a tip 
that has worked for 
you?  Do you have a 
question regarding 
household or garden 
matters?  If  so, why 
not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Eve-
ning News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Toms are looking for love

Courtesy

Peter with a nice smallmouth bass from 
Wachusett Res recently!

Courtesy

This week’s second picture shows Alex with his first turkey 
ever. Nice bird!

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

Before I dis-
cuss the latest 
auction news, 
I’d like to thank 
Dotti Durst and 
everyone from 
the Learning in 
Retirement group 
who attended my 
presentation on 
downsizing host-
ed at Quinebaug 
Valley Communi-
ty College in Dan-
ielson, Conn. last 
week.

Now diving into re-
cent auctions news, a 
piece of  history from a 
tragic event from over 
100 years ago recently set 
an auction record. John 
Jacob Astor IV was the 
great grandson of  John 
Astor, the fur trader that 
founded the family for-
tune, according to Bri-
tannica. Astor IV was on 
the board of  several cor-
porations and founded 

several restau-
rants including 
the Astoria, 
which later 
became the 
Waldorf  Asto-
ria. He was the 
wealthiest man 
aboard the Ti-
tanic when the 
ill-fated ship 
sank in 1912. 
Astor IV per-
ished when the 
ship hit an ice-
berg. When his 

body was recovered, he 
had a Waltham 14-kar-
at gold “pocket watch, 
diamond ring, gold and 
diamond cufflinks, 225 
pounds in English notes, 
and $2,440,” according 
to CBS. Astor IV was in 
his 40s and had married 
an 18-year-old woman in 
1911. The couple went on 
an extended honeymoon 
in Europe and Egypt 
while waiting for gossip 
about their marriage to 

die down. They were on 
their way back to New 
York when the Titanic 
sank. Astor IV reported-
ly asked if  he could join 
his wife on a lifeboat be-
cause of  her “delicate 
condition.” When he 
was told that he needed 
to wait for women and 
children first, he is said 
to have thrown his gloves 
to his wife and lit a ciga-
rette while the ship sank. 
Astor IV’s watch sold for 
$1.46 million last month, 
an auction record for any 
object from the Titanic.

Some rare collectibles 

are now being offered in 
an online auction that 
ends on June 1st, accord-
ing to Fox News. A wide 
variety of  collectibles 
are already reaching 
impressive figures with 
three weeks of  bidding 
remaining. A 1986 Nin-
tendo NES Entertain-
ment System unopened 
in the box is at $17,000. 
An engraved silver and 
gold-plated belt buckle 
worn by Harry Houdi-
ni has already reached 
$27,000. A painting by 
Bob Ross, who taught 
painting on his “Joy 
of  Painting” television 

show, has a current bid 
of  $45,000.

Other pieces from that 
sale are expected to bring 
even more. In 1953, Mar-
ilyn Monroe appeared 
on the cover of  the first 
issue of  Playboy maga-
zine. The highest graded 
copy at a 9.6 out of  10 is 
expected to sell for half  a 
million dollars. A jersey 
that Mickey Mantle wore 
during his 1957 MVP sea-
son is expected to bring 
in the millions. A high-
grade Michael Jordan 
rookie card sold for over 
$1 million in 2022. A new-
er but rarer Michael Jor-
dan card surpassed that 
mark. Only one 2003-2004 
Upper Deck Logoman 
(NBA logo) patch card 
with a Michael Jordan 
signature was ever print-
ed. It’s expected to sell 
for between $3 million 
and $5 million. It’s been 
over 20 years since Mi-

chael Joran played in the 
NBA and he’s still set-
ting records.

Our sports memora-
bilia, sports cards, and 
comic books online auc-
tion begins soon. There 
is still time to consign 
coins, art, gold jewelry, 
sterling silver, historical 
items, advertising signs, 
and other antiques for 
our summer online auc-
tion. Please visit our 
website https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com 
for links to upcoming 
events.

Contact us to consign 
items or for auction in-
formation at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique, 
Collectibles Auctions 
and Appraisal Services 
info@centralmassauc-
tions.com or (508-612-
6111).

Latest antiques and collectibles auction news

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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•  Renewal by Andersen has installed 
456,136 windows in MA and 
Southern NH

•  Our Fibrex® composite material is so 
strong we’re able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area 
that allows more natural light into 
your home

This special holiday sales event 
 ends on May 31!

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date 
but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

with

Call to schedule your FREE Window 
and Door Diagnosis 1-800-209-2746

Memorial Day  
Window  
& Door Sales Event

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio 
doors between 5/1/2024 and 5/31/2024. Additional $500 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/31/2024. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military 
personnel. Military discount equals $500 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, 
gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number 
available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that 
meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. 
Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

on windows1

SAVE 20%

on entry doors1

SAVE 20%

on patio doors1

SAVE 20%
H HHHH

an additional

$500 off
your entire purchase1

plus

for 1  
year!1

First-time-ever offer!H H

Money 
Down

Monthly 
Payments

Interest
NO NO NO

It’s Military Appreciation Month at Renewal by Andersen,
and we are a proud sponsor of Operation Homefront.



SOUTHBRIDGE — The 27th Relay 
For Life of  Southern Worcester Coun-
ty will take place on Saturday, June 15 
from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. at Mcmahon Field, 25 
Cole Ave, Southbridge.

We would like to invite and sur-
vivors to our continental breakfast 
which will happen after our opening 
ceremony and the Survivor lap.  We 
also invite them to have dinner with us 
at 5 p.m.

Survivor T-Shirts will no longer 
be available at  the Relay, we ask that 
survivors either register on the Relay 
website  www.relayforlife.org/swc or 
to call 1-800-227-2345.  Please allow a few 
weeks for delivery.

ChichiWow Hot Dogs will be with us 

during the day.
Our one-pound auction is happen-

ing at 1 p.m.
There will be a hula hoop lap,  two 

legged lap, crazy hat lap, tutu lap, pur-
ple slime bucket challenge and more.

For more information, please vis-
it our Web site, www.relayforlife.org/
swc.
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Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

10” Dahlia Bulbs 

2 for 
$25.00
Reg. $19.99 ea.

2 for 
11” Hanging Baskets

$39
 Reg. $23.99 ea.

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560 (Open 7 days a week)

Courtesy

The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts is holding their annual spring tag sale on the 
grounds, 111 Main St. in Southridge, on Saturday, May 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
rain date is May 18. The spacious front lawn will be covered with all kinds of collect-
ibles and treasurers- all at attractive prices. Plan to stop in to see what bargains are 
available. for more information, go to the Web site,  ruthwellscenter.com, or call 508 
764 3341. The Ruth Wells Center started in 1977, and serves the community as a 
cultural corner, offering art and music opportunities.

www.StonebridgePress.com

Charlton Public Library 
presents “The Basics of Bees 

and Beekeeping”
CHARLTON — On Saturday, May 18, from 10-11 a.m., Charlton Public Library 

welcomes John Hedly, local beekeeper and member of  Worcester County Bee-
keepers Association. 

Hedly will present on the importance of  bees to our environment and the ba-
sics of  beekeeping. Topics include: Starting a beehive, the physical structure of  a 
beehive, the bee colony and its organization, bee chores in and out of  a hive, col-
lecting honey, and the importance of  pollination. This program is free and open 
to all. No registration is required. Overflow parking is available across Main 
Street at Town Hall. For more events, visit our event calendar at charltonlibrary.
org. Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main St. in Charlton. 

FRANKLIN — Dean College is 
pleased to announce that Lia Zajas of 
Uxbridge has been inducted into the 
following honor societies for their ac-
ademic achievements: Golden Key In-
ternational Honour Society.

Founded in 1865, Dean College is a 
private, residential college located in 
Franklin Massachusetts, 45 minutes 

from Boston, Massachusetts, and Prov-
idence, Rhode Island. Dean College of-
fers baccalaureate degrees, associate 
degree programs, as well as a robust 
schedule of  part-time continuing and 
professional education credit and cer-
tificate programs throughout the cal-
endar year.

Dean College announces Spring 
2024 honor society inductees

Relay for Life returns June 15
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. WO24C0215CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Angela Jean Jaillet
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by 
Angela Jean Jaillet of Charlton MA 
requesting that the court enter a De-
cree changing their name to: 
Angela Jean Navaroli

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 06/11/24. This is 
NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: May 08, 2024
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
May 16, 2024

Town of Southbridge 
Invitation to Bid 

Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail
 Improvements 

Sealed bids for Quinebaug Valley Rail 
Trail Improvements (QVRT) will be re-
ceived by the Town Manager’s Office, 
41 Elm Street, Southbridge, MA 01550 
until 9 AM EST on June 14, 2024, at 
which time the bids received will be 
publicly opened and read in the Town 
Council Chambers. The bid specifica-
tions can be found by going 
https://www.ci.southbridge.ma.us/Bids.
aspx.  Documents are only available 
electronically. 
Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail Improve-
ments will include construction of a new 
5-mile segment of the QVRT multi-use 
trail including approximately 21,000 lin-
ear ft. along an abandoned rail line and 
approximately 5,250 LF on-road as a 
separated path with sections of “share 
the road” bicycle lane accommodations 
with associated improvements and site 
furnishings. A pre-bid meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, May 22 at 2:00 
PM EST outside of the old train depot 
on Larochelle Way in downtown South-
bridge. Any potential bidders interested 
in a pre-bid meeting are welcome to 
attend. 
This project is being funded using fed-
eral EDA grant funds, Project Number: 
01-79-15218. 
The Town reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to negotiate any and 
all contract terms with the successful 
proposer, or to cancel this proposal at 
any time if it is in the Town’s best inter-
est to do so.  Any contract agreement 
must be approved by the Southbridge 
Town Council. 
May 16, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT 
Docket No. 23 SM 004270 
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Michael J. Murphy, SR
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
The Secretary, United State Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Rural Development
claiming to  have  an interest in a 
Mortgage  covering real property  in  
90 Woodycrest Ave Southbridge, Ma  
01550, given by United States of Amer-
ica, acting through  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  United  States Depart-
ment of Agriculture to The Secretary, 
United States  Department of Agricul-
ture, Rural Development dated Octo-
ber 15, 2004, and recorded in Register 
of Deeds  in Book  34836, Page  114,  
has/have  filed with this  court  a  com-
plaint  for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers  status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may 
be entitled to the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above 
-mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 
02108 on or before 06/17/2024 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief 
Justice of this Court on 5/2/2024 
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
May 16, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 

 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P1416EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Luis Armando Perez 
Also known as: Luis Perez
Date of Death: 12/15/2021

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Adjudication 
of Intestacy and Appointment of 
Personal Representativehas been 
filed by Jessica M O’Keefe  of Marl-
borough MA requesting that the Court  
enter a formal Decree and Order and 
for such other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Jessica M O’Keefe  of Marlborough 
MA be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve on 
the bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration .

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/04/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 07, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 16, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24A0089AD
CITATION G.L.c. 210, § 6

In the matter of:
Ava Lynne Boyle

To:
Justin Boyle
any unnamed or unknown parent and 
persons interested in a petition for the 
adoption of said child and the Depart-
ment of Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth.
A petition has been filed by said court 
Cameron Meece of  Charlton, MA
Ashley Jason of Charlton, MA
requesting for leave to adopt said 
child and that the name of the child be 
changed to
Ava Lynne Meece
IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT THERE-
TO, YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN APPEAR-
ANCE IN SAID COURT AT: Worces-
ter ON OR BEFORE TEN O’CLOCK 
IN THE MORNING (10:00AM) ON: 
0604/2024
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: February 27, 2024

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 2, 2023
May 9, 2023
May 16, 2023

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

20 SM 001237
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
John Connor
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Carrington Mortgage Services, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Sturbridge, numbered 244 Cedar 
Street, given by John Connor to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as 
nominee for HomeBridge Financial 
Services, Inc., dated April 30, 2019, 

recorded at Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 60347, Page 242, as affected 
by a judgment dated March 27, 2024 
and recorded at said Registry in Book 
70413, Page 100, and now held by the 
plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before June 24, 
2024 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on May 7, 2024.

Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder
May 16, 2024

Town Of Brimfield
The Brimfield Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on June 05, 
2024, at 7:00 PM at the Hitchcock 
Center (2 Brookfield Rd) regarding 
the town meeting articles regarding 
proposed zoning by-law changes. 
The proposed zoning by-law changes 
will affect Zoning Bylaw 3.7:  to add 
3.7.4 to allow Duplex/Multi (8 units 
max), Family residential dwellings 
in Business District.
May 09, 2024
May 16, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO23P2896EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Nicholas Worth
Date of Death: 01/26/2020

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Fredrick C. Rushton 
of Worcester MA requesting that the 
Court  enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Laura Larose, Esq. of LeominsterMA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve on the 
bond in unsupervised administration 
.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/04/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 08, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 16, 2024

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Joseph M. Sena and Rebecca 
J. Racine to First Franklin A Division of 
Nat. City Bank of IN dated September 23, 
2005 and recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 37385, Page 365, as 
assigned by Assignment of Mortgage 
dated November 7, 2005; recorded in 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds, Book 37850, 
Page 87, and by Assignment dated 

June 1, 2008; recorded in Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds, Book 43128, Page 139, 
and by Assignment dated August 18, 
2017; recorded in Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds, Book 57770, Page 79, and by 
Corrective Assignment dated October 
6, 2017; recorded in Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds, Book 57875, Page 375, of 
which mortgage the undersigned is 
the present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction at 1:00 
PM, on May 30, 2024, on the premises 
known as 345 New Boston Road, 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts, the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
together with all the rights, easements, 
and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
The land with the buildings thereon, sit-
uated on New Boston Road, Sturbridge, 
Worcester County, Massachusetts as 
*Lot 101 on a Plan entitled “Plan 
of Lots in Sturbridge, Massachusetts 
surveyed for Frederick E. LaVergne 
and Gail P. LaVergne dated March 3, 
2004, and recorded in the Worcester 
Registry of deeds in Plan Book 807, 
Plan 98, more particularly bounded 
and described as follows:
Lot #101
Beginning at an iron pin in a corner of 
walls at the southeast corner of tract 
herein described on the northerly side 
of New Boston Road at the southwest 
corner of land, now or formerly of 
Susan J. Hawkins;
Thence South 47 degrees 42’ 51” 
along a stone wall on the northerly side 
of said New Boston Road a distance 
of 150.00 feet to a re-rod in said stone 
wall;
Thence North 57 degrees 08’ 26” West 
along Lot 102 a distance of 32.52 feet 
to re-rod;
Thence North 44 degrees 29; 27” West 
along said Lot 102 a distance of 359.86 
feet to a re-rod at Lot 345R;
Thence North 23 degrees 16’ 06” East, 
along 345 R a distance of 60.63 feet to 
a re-rod at said Hawkins land;
Thence South 57 degrees 59’ 18” East 
along said Hawkins land a distance of 
432.25 feet to the point of beginning.
The above described lot 101 contains 
1.0000 acres.
This conveyance is subject to and 
with the benefit of easements, restric-
tions, rights of way and other matters 
of record insofar as now in force and 
applicable.
*Due to typographical error, the Lot 
was inadvertently referred as being 
Lot 103 in one line of the description 
attached to the mortgage.
Terms of Sale: These premises are 
being sold subject to any and all unpaid 
real estate taxes, water rates, munici-
pal charges and assessments, con-
dominium charges, expenses, costs, 
and assessments, if applicable, federal 
tax liens, partition wall rights, statutes, 
regulations, zoning, subdivision con-
trol, or other municipal ordinances or 
bylaws respecting land use, configu-
ration, building or approval, or bylaws, 
statutes or ordinances regarding the 
presence of lead paint, asbestos or 
other toxic substances, sanitary codes, 
housing codes, tenancy, and , to the 
extent that they are recorded prior to 
the above mortgage, any easements, 
rights of way, restrictions, confirmation 
or other matters of record.
Purchaser shall also bear all state and 
county deeds excise tax. The deposit 
of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash 
or bank or certified check at the time 
and place of the sale, with the balance 
of the purchase price to be paid by 
bank or certified check within forty-five 
(45) days after the date of the sale, to 
be deposited in escrow with Guaetta 
and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton 
Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale shall default in 
purchasing the within described prop-
erty according to the terms of this 
Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the 
Memorandum of Sale executed at the 
time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell the property 
by foreclosure deed to the second 
highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next 
highest bidders, providing that said 
bidder shall deposit with said attorney, 
the amount of the required deposit as 
set forth herein within five (5) business 
days after written notice of the default 
of the previous highest bidder.
Other terms, if any, are to be announced 
at the sale.
Dated:  May 2, 2024
Present holder of said mortgage, 
Wilmington Trust, National Association, 
as Successor Trustee to Citibank, N.A., 
as Trustee for First Franklin Mortgage 
Loan Trust, Mortgage Loan Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series 2005-FF12
by its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, 
LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, P.O. 
Box 519, Chelmsford, MA 01824
May 9, 2024
May 16, 2024
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HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$200 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308 
email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards
Financing Available

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC  
DUCTLESS SPLIT HEAT-PUMPS

M.J. Williams Heating & AC, INC.
Serving the community since 1988

High Quality work at an affordable price

508-949-0035
www.mjwhvac.com

A/C & HEATING

Approved vendor 
Approved vendor 

One of M.J. Williams jobs was chosen by National Grid for 
a case study, read more about this  www.mjwhvac.com

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

Installations

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL 
& CARPENTRY  

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED 
#4153C • 8376A1 • 191806

508-885-BEST
Exclusive Discounts for 

Seniors & Veterans

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

GUTTERS

508-523-0414
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

munity Food Security 
Collaborative

Najum Soofi, a 
member of  the class 
of  2025 from South-
bridge, was part of  a 
project titled Game 
Analysis Wiki

Michaela Cluett, 
class of  2025, major-
ing in Business from 
Charlton, was part of 
a project titled Inform-
ing a Potential CBDC 
Pilot Study in New 

Zealand
Ethan Lilley, class 

of  2025, majoring in 
Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering 
from Charlton, was 
part of  a project titled 
Comparing Represen-
tations of  Macedonian 
Identity in Museums

Jocelyn Hinchcliffe, 
class of  2025, major-
ing in Biology and 
Biotechnology from 
Uxbridge, was part 

of  a project titled Hy-
droponic Gardening 
and Food Insecurity in 
Gandul, San Juan

About Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute

WPI, a global leader 
in project-based learn-
ing, is a distinctive, 
top-tier technological 
university founded in 
1865 on the principle 
that students learn 
most effectively by 

applying the theory 
learned in the class-
room to the practice 
of  solving real-world 
problems. Recognized 
by the National Acad-
emy of  Engineering 
with the 2016 Bernard 
M. Gordon Prize for In-
novation in Engineer-
ing and Technology 
Education, WPI's pio-
neering project-based 
curriculum engages 
undergraduates in 

solving important sci-
entific, technological, 
and societal problems 
throughout their ed-
ucation and at more 
than 50 project cen-
ters around the world. 
WPI offers more than 
70 bachelor's, mas-
ter's, and doctoral de-
gree programs across 
18 academic depart-
ments in science, en-
gineering, technology, 
business, the social 

sciences, and the hu-
manities and arts. Its 
faculty and students 
pursue groundbreak-
ing research to meet 
ongoing challenges in 
health and biotechnol-
ogy; robotics and the 
internet of  things; ad-
vanced materials and 
manufacturing; cyber, 
data, and security 
systems; learning sci-
ence; and more. www.
wpi.edu

WORCESTER
continued from page 2



Corona Tools — Courtesy

Research has shown that garden-
ing and spending time in nature is 
beneficial to kids, including but not 
limited to better vision, increased 
focus, and a stronger immune sys-
tem.

 
Gardeners know and re-

search is proving that garden-
ing, even viewing a garden, as 
well as spending time in nature 
is good for the mind, body, and 
spirit. It improves strength and 
flexibility, lowers blood pres-
sure, and elevates our moods. 

This is also true for the 
youngsters in our lives. Recent 
studies found that school-aged 
children who participate in 
outdoor activities have better 

vision than those 
who spend most 
of  their time in-
doors. Children 
who engage in 
nature and gar-
dening are more 
focused, score bet-
ter on exams, and 
are less likely to develop or ex-
hibit symptoms of  ADHD. And 
kids who play outside and get 
a bit dirty also have stronger 
immune systems.

Help get the kids in your life 
involved in gardening. There 
are a variety of  ways to get 
youngsters involved no matter 
how much space or time you 
have. 

 Consider giving each child 
their own garden space or a 
container garden to design, 
plant, and tend. Containers 
are a great option when plant-
ing space and time are limited.  
And just about anything can be 
grown in a pot. An old 5-gallon 
bucket or washtub with holes 
drilled into the bottom, recy-
cled nursery pots, or a colorful 
raised planter make great gar-
dens. 

Provide them with some 
kid-sized tools and equipment. 
The tools’ smaller scale will 
be easier for them to handle 

and hav-
ing their 
own tools 
that match 
y o u r s 
m a k e s 
gardening 
even more 
s p e c i a l . 

Consider investing in a set 
of  kids’ gardening tools includ-
ing hand tools, long-handled 
tools, and even a wheelbarrow 
like those at Corona Tools USA 
(coronatools.com). 

 Keep in mind the goal is for 
kids to have fun and develop an 
interest in gardening. You may 
need to bite your tongue when 
their combinations are rather 
unique, or plants are spaced 
improperly. Provide some 
guidance but be prepared to 
let them experiment and learn 
from their failures as well as 
successes.

 Kids like to water even at 
an early age. The biggest chal-
lenge is getting the water to the 
plant but that will come with 
time, practice, and a few wa-
ter-soaked outfits. Your efforts 
will be rewarded when your 
child takes over watering your 
container gardens.

 You may notice kids often 
find bugs and worms more in-

teresting than plants. Use this 
as a gateway into gardening. 
Get kids involved in worm 
composting or hunting for 
earthworms in the compost 
pile. They will have fun on the 
worm hunt while helping you 
turn your compost pile. 

 Use the “Pluck, Drop and 
Stomp” method to manage 
garden pests. Point out the bad 
guys and the damage they do. 
Be sure they know to watch for 
the good guys and leave them 
be to help the garden grow. 
Then have the children pluck 
the bad bugs off  the plant, drop 
them to the ground, and stomp 
on them. This eco-friendly pest 
management strategy also 
burns some of  that excess en-
ergy.

 Include lots of  color in the 
garden and containers. Michi-
gan State University surveyed 
kids before creating their chil-
dren’s garden. They found kids 
were much more excited and 
likely to participate when a 
garden is filled with color.

 And as the flowers are ma-
turing and your family is over-
run with vegetables, consider 
sharing the harvest and a few 
bouquets of  flowers. Giving 
helps children grow into car-
ing, well-rounded adults. And 

food pantries in your commu-
nity are always in need of  fresh 
produce. Most of  the food-inse-
cure people in our communi-
ties are kids and seniors who 
greatly benefit from fresh nu-
tritious vegetables. 

 
Be sure to end the growing 

season with a harvest party. 
Use your homegrown produce 
to prepare a picnic or fancy 
dinner for family and friends. 
Then use some of  those beau-
tiful flowers you grew to deco-
rate the table. 

 Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including the recently 
released Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” instant 
video and DVD series and the 
nationally syndicated Melin-
da’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a col-
umnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine 
and was commissioned by Co-
rona Tools for her expertise in 
writing this article. Myers’ Web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

their lack of  success. 
This mindset under-
mines their potential 
and creates a barrier to 
personal achievement 
by attributing success 
solely to inherent qual-
ities rather than effort 
and determination.

If, by “built different-
ly,” you mean athletes 
who meticulously ana-
lyze game footage to im-
prove their tactics, who 
spend extra hours prac-
ticing beyond team ses-

sions, and who focus on 
both mental and physical 
conditioning, then yes, 
they’re built differently.

If  it refers to a busi-
nessperson who relent-
lessly networks and 
fosters relationships, 
always the first to ar-
rive and the last to leave 
the office, continuously 
scouting new market 
trends and innovations 
to stay ahead—yes, 
they’re built differently.

If  you’re talking 
about artists or writers 
who commit to daily 
practice, constantly seek 

feedback, find new in-
spirations, and balance 
their intuitive gifts with 
a rigorous work ethic 
to hone their craft—in-
deed, they’re built differ-
ently.

Or perhaps you mean 
the entrepreneur who is 
a perpetual learner, not 
deterred by failure but 
using it as a stepping 
stone, managing to keep 
their passion ignited, 
driving innovation, and 
inspiring others. Then, 
absolutely, they are built 
differently.

Sometimes, people 

are simply willing to 
do whatever it takes 
to reach the next level. 
They’re what you might 
call go-getters. 

Many times, their 
only natural gifts are 
drive and desire and 
their willingness to put 
their ego aside and con-
tinue to learn.

But does that mean 
they’re built differently 
because they possess the 
drive that others lack?

Perhaps, but it’s not 
always so clear-cut.

Many behaviors, 
choices, addictions, and 

habits can severely un-
dermine motivation. 
I’m sure we’ve all expe-
rienced this in our way. 
While I generally con-
sider myself  a motivated 
go-getting, I’ve learned 
that engaging in certain 
behaviors zaps my will-
power.

These actions trigger 
what feels like a chemi-
cal imbalance that leaves 
me struggling to get out 
of  bed, moping around 
with a bitter attitude, 
and wondering what the 
point of  it all is. 

For me, specific be-

haviors can devastat-
ingly impact my moti-
vation, plunge me into 
depression, and rob me 
of  the desire to engage 
with life.

It’s easy to make ex-
cuses, succumb to bitter-
ness, feel tired, angry, or 
depressed, and convince 
yourself  that you don’t 
have what it takes, but at 
the end of  the day, being 
‘built differently’ can be 
a choice.

The fundamental dif-
ference between some-
one who is seen as ‘built 
differently’ and someone 

who is caught up 
making excuses 
often lies in their 
mentality. 

Ultimately, be-
ing ‘built differ-
ent’ means choos-
ing to be different. 
It means choosing 
the harder path, 
the one less trav-
eled, and the one 
that leads to gen-
uine, hard-earned 
success. 

The next time 
you admire some-
one who seems 
effortlessly suc-
cessful, remember 
that we all possess 
unique capabil-
ities. Each of  us 
has the potential 
to excel in ways 
that are distinctly 
our own. We’re all 
built differently, 
and embracing 
that fact allows us 
to unlock our own 
paths to greatness.
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Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S
LANDSCAPING

JON’S LAWNS
Services: 
MOWING 

SPRING CLEANUPS 
SHRUB TRIMMING

MULCHING 
Call 508-248-5488

Looking For A Few More 
Regular Mowing Customers

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email: mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Positively
continued from page 6

Gardening helps grow healthy, happy kids 

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

‘Afternoon of Brass’ Concert Series returns to Boston, 
Worcester Memorial Day Weekend

WORCESTER — Building on critically and com-
mercially acclaimed shows since 2019, the team 
at Northbridge Brass Endeavors is proud to present 
the Afternoon of  Brass #3 concert series. Concert go-
ers and volunteer musicians will experience an un-
forgettable afternoon filled with the rich sounds of 
brass music. Three afternoon concerts are planned: 
May 24 and May 25 at the Old South Church in Bos-
ton and May 26 at Mechanics Hall in Worcester. New 
for this year is a call for volunteer singers and brass 
players who will join forces with the professional 
brass onstage at Mechanics Hall. 

Featuring WGBH/WCRB’s Brian McCreath as 
emcee, Lawrence Isaacson as resident conduc-
tor, Stephen Bulla as guest conductor and select-
ed Boston Symphony Orchestra and Pops brass play-
ers, the concert series will be nothing less than … 
spectacular! Don't miss out on this exciting opportu-
nity to experience the power and beauty of  brass mu-
sic live in person either as a participant or spectator.

Paying homage to the spirit of  the Memorial Day 
holiday, the program begins with “Taps” and “Re-
treat” (Butterfield) arranged for “The President’s 
Own” United States Marine Band brass by former 
USMC arranger Thomas Knox. The program in-
cludes some of  the most demanding works ever 
written and arranged for brass including: “Festive 
Overture” (Shostakovich), “Polovtsian Dances from 
Prince Igor” (Borodin), “Arrival of  the Queen of 
Sheba” (Handel), “Grand March from Tannhäuser” 
(Wagner) and “Pictures at an Exhibition” (Mussorg-
sky). While all concerts feature “Adventures on Earth 
from E.T.” (Williams), “Elsa’s Procession to the Ca-
thedral” (Wagner) and “Gathering of  the Armies on 
the River Scheldt” (Wagner), only the final concert at 
Mechanics Hall will feature the volunteer musicians 
onstage with the professional brass ensemble.

Volunteer singers will add operatic glory to “Ad-
ventures on Earth.” Guest conductor Stephen Bul-
la leads the musical adventure with his unique ar-

rangement for brass, chorus and piano. Volunteer 
brass players will add reinforced power to “Elsa’s 
Procession to the Cathedral” and “Gathering of  the 
Armies on the River Scheldt” under the direction of 
producer, conductor, and trombonist Patrick Smith. 
“We’ve got about a hundred volunteers so far and we 
have room for another hundred,” said Smith who 
added “to register and receive more information just 
complete the Interest & Availability form at our web-
site.” Volunteer musicians must be at least 13 years 
of  age.

 
For tickets and more information go to Afternoon 

of  Brass #3: Memorial Weekend Spectacular. There 
is no option for cash at the door. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance online. Discounted tickets 
are available to active-duty military and veterans, 
first responders, dependent family members, as well 
as EBT, WIC, and CC cardholders, and residents of 
towns 



OXFORD — bankHometown supports non-profit 
organizations and causes throughout Worcester and 
Windham Counties through a bank-wide program 
called The Giving Tree. One of  the pillars of  this 
program is community – supporting programs that 
enhance the quality of  life in the communities where 
its banks call home. bankHometown is planning its 
second annual in-branch clothing and food drive to 
support two veterans organizations in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut.

 Veterans Inc. in Worcester is hosting a Veterans 
Stand Down event on Friday, June 21. The Veterans 
Inc. Stand Down initiative connects veterans with 
the assistance programs they need to live healthy 
and fulfilling civilian lives. The 19th annual Stand 
Down event on Friday, June 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
will have more than 100 service providers ready to 
accommodate veterans’ needs. In preparation for 
this event, bankHometown will be collecting cloth-
ing donations at all its Massachusetts branches start-
ing Friday, May 24. Veterans Inc. has a specific need 
for women’s spring and summer clothing, including 
undergarments and socks. All clothing donations 
are welcome.

 In support of  a separate initiative in Connecticut, 
bankHometown will be collecting food donations at 
all its Connecticut branches starting Friday, May 
24. This drive will support Veteran’s Base Camp in 
Chaplin, Conn., an organization that provides transi-
tional housing for veterans in need, as well as a food 
pantry for area veterans. Non-perishable items need-
ed include local store/grocery store gift cards; gas 
gift cards for food bank pickups; condiments such as 
mustard, mayo, ketchup, and relish; baking supplies 
such as sugar, flour, baking soda, baking powder and 
sugar substitutes; pasta; tuna; peanut butter; jel-
ly; macaroni and cheese; toilet paper; paper towels; 
baby wipes and diapers; and pet food.

                                                                                                       
About Veterans Inc. 

Veterans Inc. is a national leader in ending home-
lessness among veterans. They have one of  the 
highest rates in the nation – 85% – for transitioning 
veterans out of  homelessness. A 501(c)3 nonprofit 
headquartered in Massachusetts, Veterans Inc. is the 
largest provider of  support services to veterans and 
their families in New England. Since 1990, They have 
helped more than 90,000 veterans in need, and today 
operate offices and programs in all six New England 
states. For more information, visit veteransinc.org. 

 About Veterans Base Camp 

Veterans Base Camp is a grassroots A 501(c)3 non-
profit organization dedicated to providing resources 
needed by Veterans, First Responders, Caregivers, 
and those members of  our community who are most 
vulnerable.​ The Veterans Base Camp team is a col-
laborative of: Veterans, First Responders, Caregivers, 
Social Workers, Clinicians, for profit and non-profit 
alliances, private citizens and government agencies 
working together to achieve their mission. For more 
information, visit veteransbasecampinc.org.

 
About bankHometown

Founded in 1889, bankHometown is headquar-
tered in Oxford, Massachusetts. We have $1.4 billion 
in assets and offer a complete line of  consumer and 
business deposit and lending products and services 
through 16 branches located throughout Central Mas-
sachusetts and northeast Connecticut. We’re proud 
to fulfill our community banking mission—provid-
ing individualized financial support, a suite of  com-
prehensive products and services, and smart banking 
technology—all to ensure our customers can unlock 
their potential and build a successful future.

 Through our sponsorship and charitable giving 
program, The Giving Tree, bankHometown and the 
Hometown Bank Community Foundation support 
non-profit organizations and causes throughout 
Worcester and Windham Counties. In 2023 alone, The 
Giving Tree donated nearly $400,000 and over the last 
decade has donated more than $2.7 million. bank-
Hometown was proud to be named a 2023 Corporate 
Citizenship Award winner by Boston Business Jour-
nal. For more information, visit bankhometown.com.
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

The function room is now open! 

Fri 5/17 & Sat. 5/18 (after 5pm) 

HADDOCK PARMESAN

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CLOSED SATURDAY, MAY 18 FOR LUNCH - 
REOPENING AT 5 PM

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 6/30/24

Come on in for a 
delicious meal! 

Don’t forget…
TAKEOUT is available!

Dining Room: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern: Thursday & Friday 4-8

www.salemcrossinn.com
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

508-867-2345

Outdoor Dining is back weather permitting! 

Celebrate
 Graduation With Us! 

Coast Guard offers boating safety checks
REGION — Get your 

free 2024 Vessel Safety 
Check and enter to win 
a Safe Boating Award at 
the Memorial Beach Boat 
Ramp Saturday, June 15 
at Nipmuc Cove, Webster 
Lake, and theWallum 
Lake Boat Ramp Satur-
day, June 22 at Douglas 
State Forest.

Bring any type of  wa-
tercraft from kayaks, 
canoes, PWCs, sailboats, 
cabin cruisers, to ski & 
pontoon boats for a stem 
to stern check of  equip-
ment for compliance to 
federal and state safety 
regulations.  Vessels can 
be inspected on a trailer 
as well as afloat.

     Trailered vessels, not 
having Webster access 
sticker and not launch-

ing, can be examined at 
the entrance gate to Me-
morial Ramp.  Personal 
Watercraft, not allowed 
to launch at the Wallum 
Lake Ramp on weekends, 
can also be examined at 
the gate.  Both locations 
can accommodate boats 
arriving by water.  The 
stations will be active 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
both the locations, with 
the following Sundays as 
rain-dates if  needed.

     Vessel Examiners 
are qualified and expe-
rienced to answer any 
boating related questions 
or concerns along with 
being trained to spot any 
potential problems.  They 
will award your vessel 
with a 2024 VSC decal 
if  it meets Auxiliary 

standards on items such 
as: registration & hull 
numbering, life jackets, 
fire extinguishers, expi-
ration dates on flares (if 
required), working navi-
gation lights, overall ves-
sel condition, etc.  A VSC 
is conducted only with 
your consent; no reports 
are filed with any law en-
forcement agency.  There 
are no citations, legal ob-
ligations, or penalties on 
violations or potential 
problems found.  A VSC 
decal might result in a 
boat insurance discount 
and will indicate to law 
enforcement on the water 
that your vessel complies 
with safety regulations.  
The Examiner will give 
the vessel owner options 
and information on cor-

recting any issues.  Often 
a quick trip to the nearest 
boating supply vendor is 
all that is necessary to ob-
tain missing safety items 
and easily pass a re-in-
spection, sometimes on 
the same day.

Coast Guard Auxilia-
ry Vessel Examiners will 
be around the local lakes 
at various, un-scheduled 
times during the boating 
season; they are few in 
number and not readily 
available inland.  Cannot 
make it to the station…
schedule a VSC online at 
the link below, or you can 
connect with a Tri-State 
Examiner by call or text 
to (508) 864-0782.

Best to take advantage 
of  this scheduled oppor-
tunity and start your 

boating season with a 
visit to our station, a 2024 
VSC Decal, and a chance 
to win one of  several 
great rewards. 

As a reward for get-
ting a VSC from one of 
our Tri-State Examiners 
or at one of  our two sta-
tions this year, you will 
be entered to win one of 
several gift certificates 
from local marinas, ven-
ues, and restaurants.  One 
entry for each vessel ex-
amined, winners will be 
determined and contact-
ed following a drawing on 
September 24 at our flotil-
la meeting.  It is a WIN for 
knowing that your boat is 
equipped properly, and a 
possible WIN for dinner, 
or boating equipment & 
services.

Safe Boating Support-
ers for this reward pro-
gram are:  Hazard Marine, 
Lakeview Marine, Indi-
an Ranch.  Restaurants: 
Point Breeze, Eighty Ates 
Bistro, 

Waterfront Mary’s, & 
Saloon No. 6 in Webster.

Lakeside Kids Event at 
Memorial Beach

Thursday, June 6, 4 – 7 
p.m.

Sponsored by Lakev-
iew Marine this event has 
been planned to introduce 
the kids of  our communi-
ty to the fun that can be 
had on and around the 
water! Learn the many 
ways to enjoy our beauti-
ful lakes - sign up for swim 
lessons, try out a kayak, 
learn fishing casting tech-
niques, "Touch a Boat" get 
up close to recreational & 
public safety boats from 
the police and fire depart-
ments.  The Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Tri-State Flotil-
la will have a boating safe-
ty tent with information, 
handouts, and CG color-
ing books for kids.  

The posted activities 
are subject to change 
based on weather condi-
tions and vendor avail-
ability.

bankHometown to host second annual 
clothing drives for Veterans Inc., 

Veterans Base Camp

AUBURN — Webster Five recently marked a signifi-
cant milestone by enrolling as a Massachusetts IOLTA 
(Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts) Leadership Insti-
tution with the support of  local nonprofit Community 
Legal Aid.

The mission of  the MA IOLTA Committee is to in-
crease access to justice for all residents of  the Common-
wealth by funding organizations that provide civil legal 
services to low- and moderate-income residents. One 
such organization is Community Legal Aid (CLA), a 
nonprofit that offers free legal services to elderly and 
low-income residents in Central and Western Massa-
chusetts.

When searching for a new banking provider, Com-
munity Legal Aid was determined to choose a financial 
institution that understood and supported their cause. 
Webster Five's decision to enroll in the MA IOLTA 
Leadership Program highlights the bank’s proactive 
approach to supporting their customers and initiatives 
that benefit the community.

Leadership Institutions agree to pay the higher of  75 
percent of  the Federal Funds Target Rate, or 1 percent 
net interest, on all IOLTA Funds and are recognized by 
the IOLTA Committee as going above and beyond to sup-
port expanded access to justice.

“By choosing to partner with Webster Five, our team 
is not only securing essential banking services but also 
aligning with an institution that shares our values and 
commitment to the community,” said Jonathan Manni-
na, Executive Director, Community Legal Aid. “With 
the support of  Leadership Institutions like Webster 
Five, we can continue ensuring that everyone has access 
to the legal services they need, regardless of  financial 
hardships.”

“The partnership between Webster Five and Commu-
nity Legal Aid goes beyond the typical banking relation-
ship,” said Don Doyle, President/CEO, Webster Five. 
“We’re honored to support Community Legal Aid’s mis-
sion of  accessible legal services as a MA IOLTA Leader-
ship Institution and its main banking provider.”

Webster Five has previously supported Community 
Legal Aid with grant funding through the Webster Five 
Foundation. Most recently, the Foundation awarded 
$9,000 to support CLA’s Language Access Project, which 
provides necessary and free legal services to low-income 
and elderly residents who primarily speak a language 
other than English.

Webster Five, Community 
Legal Aid partner for 

expanded access to justice 



plants.
“We are incredibly fortunate 

that we're in a state that values 
farming and farmers markets,” 
Murnane said, noting the Bay State 
is in the top five in terms of  farm-
ers markets per capita. Regarding 
the MFM site, she added, they aim 
to make it “as easy as possible to 
navigate.”

Massachusetts also tries to en-
courage less-well-off  people's par-
ticipation in such markets and ac-
cess to fresh food. Many accept WIC 
and/or SNAP benefits (those who 
do are listed on the website). 

The latter program automati-
cally offers what's called the HIP 
(Healthy Incentive Program) ben-
efit. People using SNAP get an ad-
ditional $40-$80 a month specifical-
ly for use at such markets, which 
“basically makes it free for them to 
get fruit and vegetables,” Murnane 
said. (That's a good thing, since 
farmers market produce tends to be 
more expensive than the same pro-

duce in a supermarket, but most of 
it also isn't being shipped from Cal-

ifornia, Iowa or some foreign coun-
try, especially during the spring 

and summer markets. Some pro-
ducers are organic, some are not.)

In our area, the Regional Enviro-
mental Coalition's mobile market 
has stopped for now, but will reopen 
in three locations every Wednes-
day starting June 26. It's in South-
bridge's Central Street lot from 10-
11:30 a.m., followed by two sites in 
Webster – the Housing Authority's 
Golden Heights complex Building 
19 from 1:30-2:30 p.m., and at Town 
Hall from 3:30-4:30 p.m. The REC 
also has several sites in Worcester 
itself.

Starting the Saturday of  Memo-
rial Day weekend, the Big Bunny 
Farmer's Market resumes in the 
supermarket's parking lot in South-
bridge. Next door in Sturbridge, 
the farmers' market on the Com-
mon opens every Sunday from June 
2-Oct 13 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Several other markets are also 
open, or resuming soon, across the 
region.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 

which are all standard 
procedure for the annual 
town meeting.

The meeting will also 
seek to confirm the ap-
propriation of  $18.5 mil-
lion for the new Charlton 
Fire Department Station 
2. The proposed building 
will replace a severely 

aged substation current-
ly utilized by the depart-
ment with a new facility 
on the corner of  Oxford 
Road and Heritage Drive. 
Voters approved a debt 
exclusion for $13.1 mil-
lion of  the cost during 
the annual town election 
on May 4, but the town 
meeting is expected to 
address the full cost of 

the building and how the 
town will proceed with 
covering the difference. 
The plan includes utiliz-
ing $1.5 million in Capi-
tal Stabilization Funds, 
$98,000 in Bond Premi-
ums, and $3.8 million 
from the tax levy limit.

Other items to be ad-
dressed later in the meet-
ing include accepting a 

pair of  Massachusetts 
General Laws concern-
ing tax exemptions. One 
would provide an ex-
emption twice the state 
minimum for blind per-
sons, veterans, surviving 
spouses, and seniors who 
are eligible for tax exemp-
tions from their proper-
ties. The second would 
increase the maximum 

income limit for seniors 
who qualify for proper-
ty tax exemptions. The 
closing articles will seek 
the transfer of  funds to 
purchase parcels off  Bay 
Path Road to be utilized 
as a source of  potable wa-
ter for the town’s water 
supply and address zon-
ing bylaw revisions and 
amendments.

Charlton’s annual 
town meeting will be 
held on May 20 at 7 p.m. 
in the Charlton Middle 
School on Oxford Road. 
A full warrant has been 
made available on the 
Town of  Charlton web-
site while breakdowns 
of  each article have been 
provided on the town’s 
Facebook page.
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308
HELP WANTED

TOWN OF DUDLEY
 

TOWN ACCOUNTANT
 
The Town of Dudley is seeking a qualified leader who 
is collaborative -minded and self-directed for the critical 
position of Town Accountant. Under the direction of the 
Town Administrator the candidate would be responsible 
for day-to-day activities of the town’s accounting function 
as to maintenance of all financial records, accounts pay-
able, internal and external audit and compliant with appli-
cable State laws and town policies. 
 
A bachelor’s degree in accounting or related field is re-
quired, master’s degree preferred.  An understanding 
of GAAP and GASB and knowledge of Massachusetts 
municipal finance laws and MA. General Laws.  Also, fa-
miliar with municipal financial software applications and 
Uniform Massachusetts Accounting Standards (UMAS).  
Knowledge of VADAR Systems a plus.
 
Salary range is commensurate with experience and 
qualifications, beginning within established salary range 
– Grade 4 - $86,000.
 
This is a full-time position with competitive benefits.  Ap-
plicants should submit a cover letter and resume to Mi-
chelle Jervis, Assistant Town Administrator/HR Director 
at townadmin2@dudleyma.gov.  A complete job descrip-
tion can be found on www.dudleyma.gov under Employ-
ment Opportunities.
 
The Town of Dudley is an EOE – Position Open until 
Filled.

Help Wanted
Truck Driver/Laborer
Highway Department

 

The Town of Dudley seeks to fill two (2) Truck Driv-
er/Laborer positions for the Highway Department. 
Under the general direction of the Highway Su-
perintendent, he/she is responsible for operating 
equipment in connection with construction, mainte-
nance and repair of streets and related facilities. 
Perform general maintenance and repair work on 
equipment for snow removal, cleaning and patch-
ing, installing drainage system and other related 
work.
Qualifications:
High School Diploma or Equivalent, one year of highway expe-
rience in municipal government is preferred,
Valid Driver’s License: CDL – Class B with Airbrake Endorse-
ment – Ability to obtain CDL Class A required.
Prior experience in the operation of equipment, materials, and 
tools relative to road construction and maintenance.
Knowledge of basic safety standards, practices and procedures,
Ability to understand and carry out oral and written instructions.
Ability to work with other town employees and the public.
Ability to work independently; prioritize tasks and meet dead-
lines.
Coordination, alertness, physical strength, and stamina
Ability to withstand exposure to adverse weather conditions.
To be considered please submit resume to 
Michelle Jervis, Asst. Town Administrator/HR Director, 
townadmin2@dudleyma.gov or call 508-949-8001.
A full job description can be found on www.dudleyma.gov under 
Employment Opportunities.
Salary Range: $23.09 – 25.08

The Town of Dudley is an equal opportunity employer.
Job Type: Full-time

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!

That doesn't mean she 
knows what a spark will 

become, because she doesn't plan out the projects. 
She'll start by layering acrylic paint, textiles, feath-
ers, joint tape, molding paste, and various other tac-
tile things, and “I'll see a shape it'll turn into. … I nev-
er know where it's going to lead me.”

In the process, though, she likes falling back on 
several core images – a lot of  circles (often three 
at a time, symbolic of  her and her two daughters), 
dreamcatchers, flying beings, Roman numerals and 
clockwork, and nature. Although she's not Native 
American, Laliberte said the spirituality and ideas 
from that culture are “something I hold close to my 
heart.”

Liek most artists, the ideas often bubble up from 
inside. She points to a piece titled “Solitude” as an 
example. It's about “getting away from a toxic world 
and toxic people,” she said. Its core image, a single 
bird, is alone but “still happy.”

Although she's always been around art of  some 
form since her dad was a carpenter and mom a floral 
designer, Laliberte said she started by drawing Gar-
field – a lot. 

“I could draw Garfield in my sleep,” she said. 

By 10th grade, she knew she'd go to the Savannah 
School of  Art & Design, but had already developed 
a love of  tactile elements in her art. Over the years, 
that has sometimes meant experimenting with ways 
to keep unusual objects from falling off  the canvas.

At one of  her Atlanta shows, she recalled, a moth-
er told her son not to touch anything. 

“And what does mom do? She went up and touched 
everything. I want you to do that,” she said.

As a Tantasqua art teacher, Laliberte knows “95 
percent of  them will never touch art again after high 
school, because they're not forced to.” But she still 
encourages them to maintain art journals – pages 
they can play around on “not for anybody to look at 
but you. But it might lead to something.”

She has seen her students' art lead to her own. 
When they discard pieces, she'll sometimes salvage 
them, clip a favorite part, and use it in a later collage.

She always creating something, and works “on 
about three canvases at a time,” often to a soundtrack 
of  “something loud, hard rock, angry. I'm always 
dancing when I'm painting.” Typically, she'll let one 
dry and put it aside (that's a big reason she likes 
acrylics – it dries fast, because she doesn't have the 
patience for oils), then play with another. “That 
keeps me going until [the image] starts forming” on 
one of  them, she said.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com. 

INSPIRATION
continued from page 1

CHARLTON
continued from page 1

FARMERS
continued from page 1

Gus Steeves

Detail from one of her steampunk and dreamcatcher-themed 
pieces.

Gus Steeves

Lynda and Madelyn Shoup of Webster display their recycled crafts.
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

For great customer service 
call today!

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
Jenna Gouin, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CHARLTON-
FANTASTIC PRIVATE YARD

DUDLEY-OPPORUTUNITY!!! 
$30,00 Price Reduction

CHARLTON-
4 Bedroom

SHIRLEY-
Potential Gain

WORCESTER- 
4 Units

*3 Bedrooms *2.5 Baths *Hardwood Floors Throught
*kitchen w center island

*Finished 
lower level
*Game or 

Hobby Room
*2 car garage

*Natural 
wooded 

setting

*Fireplace *Deck *3 Bedrooms
*Dining Area *New Septic System

* 1/37 Acres
*1st Floor Office *Hickory 

Kitchen Cabinets *2400 Sq. ft.
*Oversized Deck

*Needs Work
*3 bedroom

* Nearby Town

*Updated Interior & Exterior
*Modern Kithens & Baths

* Fenced-in Yard

91 Blood Rd $499,900 316 Dresser Hill Rd $369,900

93 Haggerty Rd $699,900 65 Little Turnpike Rd $354,900 123 Orient Street $699,900

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

FEATURED HOME
DUDLEY- 3 bedrooms,

 gas heat, screened porch
 overlooking level fenced yard, 

hardwood floors, 1st floor laundry, 
partially finished lower level. 

4 Pineview Road$300's

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster Lake 
13 South Point Rd. Your Lake 

Home
 Here! 

100’ of frontage on the water & road. An old cement 
block garage is located on the property..  Land area 
surveyed, DEP approval to build. Property suitable 
for small craft dockage/off season storage. Town 
Water & Sewer available   $195,000

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

New to the Market - Own-
er Occupied 2 Family  Ex-
tremely Well Cared For - 
Many Important  Updates.  
Don’t Miss This One!  .

$359,900 

This property offers a whole lot more than meets the eye! 2 BRs & 1 Bath, 
1st flr. 1 -2 Brs & 1 Bath 2nd flr. A rear open porch provides a private 
space & scenic views has DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL.

$375,000.

BEING BUILT!! 
SPRAWLING 2000 
SF RANCH HOME! 
1/2 acre Lot! OPEN 

FLOOR PLAN. Living room, dining room, upscaled kitch-
en with 7’ island, 3 bedroom, 2 baths, Beautiful Hardwood 
Floors! central air. 2 car garage $614,500

 Condominium Don’t Miss this one!! Beautiful 
& Large! 2 bedroom - 2nd & 3rd floor! Corner 
Lot. Land area 19,000 Sq. Ft. +/-  

 NOW ONLY $219,900.

WEBSTER
17 BRODEUR AVENUE

WEBSTER 38 RAY STREET UNIT#3
OPEN HOUSE SUN 5-18

 12:00 to 1:30

1st Time Offered!!  Young 2200 Sq ft Cape. This one can be your’s! Young 
2200+ Sq ft Cape/Split  7+ Room, 4 bdrs. 3 full baths! Master bed/Bath! 
Bonus - finished stairway to the massive unfinished 2nd floor. 3/4 Acre 
of land mostly Landscaped. Kitchen w/Island & dining room. Hardwood, 
ceramic, & carpet flrs. Heated 2 car garage, Sailing Assoc. very close by., 
beach, boat ramp,. So much more!  NOW $559,900 

WEBSTER - 22 HALL RD 
OPEN HOUSE SAT 5-18, 12:00 to 2:00

WEBSTER 
96 CHASE AVE       

WEBSTER  
18 EASTERN AVE.  

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Tuesday, May 21, 2024  

12:00 PM-DUDLEY
180 Ramshorn Road 

2 fam, 3,332 sf liv area, 6.57 ac lot, 10 rm,
5 bdrm, 2 bth, Worcester(Worc): Bk 38497, Pg 289
Cashier’s or certified check in the sum of $5,000.00 as a deposit 

must be shown at the time and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder. No CASH. No personal checks will be accepted.  
Cashier/certified checks should be made out to whomever is 

going to bid at the auction. The balance to be paid within thirty 
(30) days at the law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 900 

Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851, Attorney for 
the Mortgagee.

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of the information contained herein.

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150 www.baystateauction.com

MAAU#: 1029, 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 116, 2484, 3246, 2919, 3092, 
3107, 0100030, 3099

REAL ESTATE
For 

Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Plan early and  
check out our party packages

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; THURS, FRI. 9:30-7:00pm; SAT. 9:30-6:00; Sun. 11-5

Charlton Lions participate in Earth Day cleanup
CHARLTON — The 

Charlton Lions Club par-
ticipated in Charlton’s An-
nual Earth Day Cleanup 
on Saturday, April 27. The 
Club was assigned to clean 
up Bond Road and mem-
bers did an exemplary job 
picking up trash and lit-
ter along the road. About 
15 bags of  debris was sent 
to the dumpster, helping 

make our community a bet-
ter place in which to live.

Lions Clubs are made 
up of  service-minded vol-
unteers providing services 
and programs to make our 
communities better places 
in which to live. We support 
eye research and treatment 
and diabetic camps for lo-
cal children. Peace Poster 
and speech competitions 

are supported for local 
children, and holiday gifts 
for families in need, and 
scholarships are provided 
for our schools. All funds 
raised from our communi-
ty activities are 100 percent 
put back into the commu-
nity.

The Charlton Lions 
Club meets the second 
and fourth Wednesday 

Courtesy

Left to right: Lions Michele Piergallini, Shelley Yeager-Doucette, Cindy Young, Patrick 
Husereau, Kathy Gallant, Dana Gould, Carole Duquette. Missing from photo:  Lion Jim Stoddard 
and Steve Doucette.

evenings, except July and 
August, at The Overlook. 
If  you would like to join us, 
or would like more infor-

mation, please contact us 
at thecharltonlions@gmail.
com, or by mail to PO Box 
1072, Charlton City, Charl-

ton, MA 01508. Visit us at 
www.thecharltonlions.com 
or www.facebook.com/
CharltonLions.  
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“There's nowhere you can't get inspiration”

Gus Steeves

Janine Laliberte focuses on one of her paintings while talking about it.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — For Janine Lal-
iberte, art is basically life. 

But for a while, getting into comput-
er-based graphic design separated her 
from that source of  inspiration. Over 
time, that led her to a “deep depres-
sion” in 2013, and she “had to find my 
art to help me out.”.

Today, it shows in bright colors, 
birds, flowers and the unexpected jux-
taposition of  steampunk and Native 
American imagery. All of  those things 

are on display at Jacob Edwards Li-
brary until the end of  the month.

“There's nowhere you can't get in-
spiration,” she said, noting she'll get it 
from music, clothing and other things 
seen at random, but especially from 
hiking. That became even more inspi-
rational when she moved from Georgia 
to Massachusetts several years ago.

“Holy cow. We don't get seasons in 
the South,” she recalled. “All those col-
ors [of  fall] are my color palette. I love 
it.”. 

Turn To INSPIRATION page  A14

Charlton Town Meeting 
set for May 20

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The 
taxpayers of  Charlton 

have been called to the 
spring annual town 
meeting on May 20 where 
an 18-article warrant will 
address the May 4 elec-
tion results, zoning by-
laws, and local budgets.

The most pressing 
decision of  the night, as 
usual, will be the town 
budget which proposes 
a $40.4 million spending 
plan for Fiscal Year 2025 
that Town Administra-
tor Andrew Golas called 
a “zero-based budget.” 
The budget includes 
$18.5 million for the Dud-

ley-Charlton Regional 
School District contri-
bution and $2.4 million 
for Bay Path Regional 
Vocational School Dis-
trict. A full breakdown 
of  the proposed budget 
is available on the Town 
of  Charlton website. 
The warrant will also 
address the stabiliza-
tion fund, the water and 
sewer budgets, cemetery 
perpetual care expenses, 
the revolving fund, inter-
departmental transfers, 
and other capital items 

Farmers markets kick off season

Gus Steeves

A couple farmers await customers on opening day of the Charlton Farmers Market.

Historical Society presents “The 
Publick House in World War II”
S T U R B R I D G E 

— WWII saw American 
society rally behind the 
war effort as the nation 
geared up to be the “ar-
senal of  democracy”. 
All communities expe-
rienced changes as citi-
zens and businesses did 
their part. 

On May 23 at 7 p.m. 
at the Publick House, 
Wally Hersee of  the 
Sturbridge Historical 
Society will discuss 
the role of  the Publick 
House in WWII. Initial-
ly, the Inn became the 
Defense Center for the 
training of  civilians 
and the State Guard. 
Eventually it became 
the 1st Service Com-
mand Tactical School 
for the training of 
Army officers in gue-
rilla tactics. The pre-
sentation will also look 
at the 366th Regiment, 
the Women’s Defense 
Corps, and the type of 
training they under-
went. The second half 
of  the program will 
be the showing of  a 
newly enhanced film 
of  the Sturbridge De-
fense Center’s Dedica-
tion on Oct. 25, 1941, 
including the "Battle 
of  Sturbridge" that 
was presented for the 
townspeople and digni-
taries on that day. 

Wally Hersee grew 
up in Medfield, where 
he refined his inter-
est in local history. 
Having moved to Stur-
bridge it was only a 
matter of  time before 
he took an active part 
in Sturbridge history. 
A photographer for 
more than 45 years, 
his 2017 book, “Follow 
the Light,” tells of  his 
photographic journey. 
Wally retired as a reg-
istered nurse in 2019. 
Today, he lives in Town 
with his wife, Mary, 
and is active on Town 

boards, volunteers 
at Tanglewood, and 
writes for the Stur-
bridge Historic Soci-

ety on their Facebook 
page.

The program is free 
and open to the pub-

lic, and is generously 
hosted by the Publick 
House.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 CHARLTON — Despite a fast-moving thunderstorm hit-
ting just after it started, Charlton Grange kicked off  its out-
door Farmers' Market season in good spirits last Wednesday.

Somewhat damp visitors had the choice of  various crafts, 
baked goods, products made from recycled items, honey and 
more, alongside a ballot question petition. It will return ev-
ery Wednesday from 4-7 on the Common and shifts to indoors 
at the Grange during winter.

This market is just one of  many opening up for the year, 
and some that never closed for the winter. Most of  them are 
depicted on the MassFarmersMarket.org website, which in-
cludes hundreds of  places “where farmers could get the high-
est and best return for their investment” in their farms, said 
Edith Murnane, the nonprofit's director. “Our goal is to make 
sure farmers markets are as vibrant as possible for the farm-
ers who attend.”

She was speaking at the State Grange's Agricultural Expo 
at Holy Cross a couple weeks ago.

“A lot of  people don't think of  Massachusetts as an agri-
cultural state, but we have a lot that people don't realize,” ob-

served Mass Department of  Agricultural Resources spokes-
man Rick Leblanc the same day. “... Our farms are fabulous 
in this state. They do so many things.”

Leblanc runs the MassGrown Web site, which is basically 
a database of  all kinds of  agrarian things, some well-know, 
some obscure. On it, visitors can find local breweries and 
vineyards, a long list of  specialty crops, dairies, sheep farms, 
pick-your-own farms, CSAs (community supported farms 
that sell crops by subscription), mobile and fixed markets, 
and many other things. He noted they're often trying to ex-
pand their listings and categories; for example, they just add-
ed mushroom growers and nurseries selling native plants. 

The map is “open to anybody who wants to sell to the pub-
lic,” so it might not include some small producers or those 
growing just for themselves, he added.

Leblanc said MDAR is now working with the Departmetn 
of  Conservation and Recreation on a “Growing Wild” pro-
gram to promote pollinator gardening with native plants spe-
cifically to “combat all the invasives.” He noted there's also 
rising interest in edible wild plants, and the Mass Nursery 
Association is trying to promote eating the weeds and native 

Turn To CHARLTON page  A14

Turn To FARMERS page  A14
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•  Renewal by Andersen has installed 
456,136 windows in MA and 
Southern NH

•  Our Fibrex® composite material is so 
strong we’re able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area 
that allows more natural light into 
your home

This special holiday sales event 
 ends on May 31!

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date 
but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

with

Call to schedule your FREE Window 
and Door Diagnosis 1-800-209-2746

Memorial Day  
Window  
& Door Sales Event

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio 
doors between 5/1/2024 and 5/31/2024. Additional $500 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/31/2024. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military 
personnel. Military discount equals $500 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, 
gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number 
available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that 
meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. 
Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

on windows1

SAVE 20%

on entry doors1

SAVE 20%

on patio doors1

SAVE 20%
H HHHH

an additional

$500 off
your entire purchase1

plus

for 1  
year!1

First-time-ever offer!H H

Money 
Down

Monthly 
Payments

Interest
NO NO NO

It’s Military Appreciation Month at Renewal by Andersen,
and we are a proud sponsor of Operation Homefront.
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SOUTHBRIDGE — For Janine Lal-
iberte, art is basically life. 

But for a while, getting into comput-
er-based graphic design separated her 
from that source of  inspiration. Over 
time, that led her to a “deep depres-
sion” in 2013, and she “had to find my 
art to help me out.”.

Today, it shows in bright colors, 
birds, flowers and the unexpected jux-
taposition of  steampunk and Native 
American imagery. All of  those things 

are on display at Jacob Edwards Li-
brary until the end of  the month.

“There's nowhere you can't get in-
spiration,” she said, noting she'll get it 
from music, clothing and other things 
seen at random, but especially from 
hiking. That became even more inspi-
rational when she moved from Georgia 
to Massachusetts several years ago.

“Holy cow. We don't get seasons in 
the South,” she recalled. “All those col-
ors [of  fall] are my color palette. I love 
it.”. 
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CHARLTON — The 
taxpayers of  Charlton 

have been called to the 
spring annual town 
meeting on May 20 where 
an 18-article warrant will 
address the May 4 elec-
tion results, zoning by-
laws, and local budgets.

The most pressing 
decision of  the night, as 
usual, will be the town 
budget which proposes 
a $40.4 million spending 
plan for Fiscal Year 2025 
that Town Administra-
tor Andrew Golas called 
a “zero-based budget.” 
The budget includes 
$18.5 million for the Dud-

ley-Charlton Regional 
School District contri-
bution and $2.4 million 
for Bay Path Regional 
Vocational School Dis-
trict. A full breakdown 
of  the proposed budget 
is available on the Town 
of  Charlton website. 
The warrant will also 
address the stabiliza-
tion fund, the water and 
sewer budgets, cemetery 
perpetual care expenses, 
the revolving fund, inter-
departmental transfers, 
and other capital items 

Farmers markets kick off season

Gus Steeves

A couple farmers await customers on opening day of the Charlton Farmers Market.

Historical Society presents “The 
Publick House in World War II”
S T U R B R I D G E 

— WWII saw American 
society rally behind the 
war effort as the nation 
geared up to be the “ar-
senal of  democracy”. 
All communities expe-
rienced changes as citi-
zens and businesses did 
their part. 

On May 23 at 7 p.m. 
at the Publick House, 
Wally Hersee of  the 
Sturbridge Historical 
Society will discuss 
the role of  the Publick 
House in WWII. Initial-
ly, the Inn became the 
Defense Center for the 
training of  civilians 
and the State Guard. 
Eventually it became 
the 1st Service Com-
mand Tactical School 
for the training of 
Army officers in gue-
rilla tactics. The pre-
sentation will also look 
at the 366th Regiment, 
the Women’s Defense 
Corps, and the type of 
training they under-
went. The second half 
of  the program will 
be the showing of  a 
newly enhanced film 
of  the Sturbridge De-
fense Center’s Dedica-
tion on Oct. 25, 1941, 
including the "Battle 
of  Sturbridge" that 
was presented for the 
townspeople and digni-
taries on that day. 

Wally Hersee grew 
up in Medfield, where 
he refined his inter-
est in local history. 
Having moved to Stur-
bridge it was only a 
matter of  time before 
he took an active part 
in Sturbridge history. 
A photographer for 
more than 45 years, 
his 2017 book, “Follow 
the Light,” tells of  his 
photographic journey. 
Wally retired as a reg-
istered nurse in 2019. 
Today, he lives in Town 
with his wife, Mary, 
and is active on Town 

boards, volunteers 
at Tanglewood, and 
writes for the Stur-
bridge Historic Soci-

ety on their Facebook 
page.

The program is free 
and open to the pub-

lic, and is generously 
hosted by the Publick 
House.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 CHARLTON — Despite a fast-moving thunderstorm hit-
ting just after it started, Charlton Grange kicked off  its out-
door Farmers' Market season in good spirits last Wednesday.

Somewhat damp visitors had the choice of  various crafts, 
baked goods, products made from recycled items, honey and 
more, alongside a ballot question petition. It will return ev-
ery Wednesday from 4-7 on the Common and shifts to indoors 
at the Grange during winter.

This market is just one of  many opening up for the year, 
and some that never closed for the winter. Most of  them are 
depicted on the MassFarmersMarket.org website, which in-
cludes hundreds of  places “where farmers could get the high-
est and best return for their investment” in their farms, said 
Edith Murnane, the nonprofit's director. “Our goal is to make 
sure farmers markets are as vibrant as possible for the farm-
ers who attend.”

She was speaking at the State Grange's Agricultural Expo 
at Holy Cross a couple weeks ago.

“A lot of  people don't think of  Massachusetts as an agri-
cultural state, but we have a lot that people don't realize,” ob-

served Mass Department of  Agricultural Resources spokes-
man Rick Leblanc the same day. “... Our farms are fabulous 
in this state. They do so many things.”

Leblanc runs the MassGrown Web site, which is basically 
a database of  all kinds of  agrarian things, some well-know, 
some obscure. On it, visitors can find local breweries and 
vineyards, a long list of  specialty crops, dairies, sheep farms, 
pick-your-own farms, CSAs (community supported farms 
that sell crops by subscription), mobile and fixed markets, 
and many other things. He noted they're often trying to ex-
pand their listings and categories; for example, they just add-
ed mushroom growers and nurseries selling native plants. 

The map is “open to anybody who wants to sell to the pub-
lic,” so it might not include some small producers or those 
growing just for themselves, he added.

Leblanc said MDAR is now working with the Departmetn 
of  Conservation and Recreation on a “Growing Wild” pro-
gram to promote pollinator gardening with native plants spe-
cifically to “combat all the invasives.” He noted there's also 
rising interest in edible wild plants, and the Mass Nursery 
Association is trying to promote eating the weeds and native 

Turn To CHARLTON page  A14

Turn To FARMERS page  A14
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•  Renewal by Andersen has installed 
456,136 windows in MA and 
Southern NH

•  Our Fibrex® composite material is so 
strong we’re able to build thinner 
frames with a greater glass area 
that allows more natural light into 
your home

This special holiday sales event 
 ends on May 31!

Minimum purchase of four required. Interest accrues from the purchase date 
but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

with

Call to schedule your FREE Window 
and Door Diagnosis 1-800-209-2746

Memorial Day  
Window  
& Door Sales Event

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire purchase and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio 
doors between 5/1/2024 and 5/31/2024. Additional $500 off your purchase, minimum purchase of four (4) required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/31/2024. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military 
personnel. Military discount equals $500 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, 
gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number 
available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that 
meets all of the following requirements: easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. 
Visit renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. ©2024 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2024 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

on windows1

SAVE 20%

on entry doors1

SAVE 20%

on patio doors1

SAVE 20%
H HHHH

an additional

$500 off
your entire purchase1

plus

for 1  
year!1

First-time-ever offer!H H

Money 
Down

Monthly 
Payments

Interest
NO NO NO

It’s Military Appreciation Month at Renewal by Andersen,
and we are a proud sponsor of Operation Homefront.
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