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Two Masonic dvnasties merg

Courtesy

2026 Officers for the newly formed Masonic Lodge the Major General Salem Towne Lodge of Southbridge: from left to right
1st row, Brother Kirkwood, Bro. Uwakwe, Bro. Reich, Bro. Lamarche, Master of Major General Salem Towne Lodge Bro.
Davidson, Bro. Horon, Bro. St. Cyr, Bro. Shaw, Bro. Proper. 2nd row back left to right: Bro. Jezerski, Bro. Lefebvre, Bro. Tull,
Bro. MacGillivray, Bro. LaVergne and Bro. Willard.

Dignitaries members of the Grand Masonic Lodge of Masons of Massachusetts from Boston. 1st row 2nd to right: Past Grand
Master of Massachusetts Most Worshipful Brother Albert Ames. Center with colonial hat the Most Worshipful Grand Master
of Massachusetts Brother George Forester Hamilton. All participated in this historical ceremony.

BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
MAJOR GENERAL SALEM TOWNE

LODGE
SOUTHBRIDGE
WEBSTER —On
Saturday, Oct. 4, the

Webster Masonic Lodge
parking lot in Webster
was packed with vehi-
cles from all over the
state. All the Master Ma-
sons that were present
wanted to participate in
and witness the merg-
er of two great lodges,
the Quinebaug Masonic
Lodge of Southbridge
and the Webster Mason-
ic Lodge of Webster both
in 24th Masonic Dis-
trict. Dignitaries from
the Grand Lodge of Ma-
sons of Massachusetts

in Boston performed the
ancient and historical
merger ceremony of the
two lodges. Here’s a lit-
tle bit of history of both
lodges.

The Quinebaug Lodge
was chartered in 1860,
originally chartered in
1796 as Fayette Lodge
under the Most Wor-
shipful Grand Master
Paul Revere during that
time. The charter was
lost during the mid-
1800’s and a new lodge
was formed in 1860. The
first regular monthly
meeting of the Quine-
baug Masonic lodge was
held on Jan. 2, 1860, in a
building owned by prom-

inent citizen Larkin
Ammidown, located on
the north side of main
street in Southbridge.
The Webster Mason-
ic lodge was chartered
in 1859, and chartered
members were from the
Olive Branch Lodge in
West Sutton. Wearily of
driving the six miles of
bad roads to attend lodge
meetings, a petition was
submitted to the Grand
Lodge to form a new
lodge in Webster. Their
first monthly meeting
was held at the old Bap-
tist church, standing on
the site of the present
stone church on East
Main Street in Webster.

Due to the merger of
these two Masonic dy-
nasties a new name had
to be chosen. Major Gen-
eral Salem Towne was
chosen due to the histor-
ical value in our commu-
nity. From 1796-1804, the
Masonic meetings were
held in Charlton, and
the Masonic Lodge was
called the Fayette Lodge.
The meetings were held
at the Major General
Salem Towne House ac-
cording to historical in-
formation obtained from
Masonic genealogy. Both
father Major General Sa-
lem Towne and his son,
Salem Towne, Jr.,, were

Turn To MIASONS page A10

Wales Community Pantry hosting
Walk-a-Thon fundraiser

WALES — The Wales
Community Pantry an-
nounces its Oct. 19 - 31
Walk with Friends for
Food Walk-a-Thon! Sign
up to walk with some
friends, coworkers,
dog walking buddies,
folks pushing strollers,
seniors with friends,
kids with families, teen
teams, or as an individu-
al! You choose the place,
time and goals.

The Community Pan-
try has moved to Brim-
field and the number
of folks served had bal-
looned from 400 a month
to nearly 500 a month
since we moved. The

need is growing and with
that comes increased ex-
penses. 200 people pledg-

ing $50.
With 200 people pledg-
ing $50 each, we can

Courtesy

Wales Community Pantry Walk with Friends for Food Walk-
a-Thon has a goal of 10,000 steps for team members and
individuals to raise $10,000 this month! Your canine can even
help. The pantry also provides pet food for those in need.

meet our goal of $10,000
by Oct. 31. A donation
of $10.00, can mean 500
pounds of food for the
pantry to distribute!

We are open Tuesdays
9 am.-1 p.m. and Thurs-
days 4-7 p.m. so monthly
shoppers in need can ob-
tain food to supplement
their groceries.

When you walk, help
us stomp out hunger.
Visit www.walescom-
munitypantry.com for a
link to sign up to walk.
For more information,
email walescommunity-
foodpantry@gmail.com.
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Bylaw changes,

firearms rvestrictions

bighlight warrant

for Charlton’s
Special "Town
Meeting

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The voters of Charlton are called
to a special town meeting on Oct. 20, an annual gath-
ering to discuss any new business or budget changes
since the start of the fiscal year in July:

The 12-article warrant will tackle a variety of pro-
posals including budget amendments, town bylaw
changes, capital items, acceptance of a pair of roads
as public ways, and both Select Board and Citizen
Petition items pertaining to the status of municipal
administrative buildings as prohibited areas for fire-
arms. The meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Oct. 20
at the Charlton Middle School.

The warrant starts with a variety of financial
items that are standards of fall special town meet-
ings. These include unpaid bills, inter- and intrade-
partmental transfers, budget amendments, miscel-
laneous capital items and stabilization funds. It’s
not until the halfway mark of the warrant that the
meeting will examine the more unique articles of the
night.

Several bylaw changes will be addressed starting
with two proposed alterations that would remove the
elected status of the Town Clerk and add the position
to the list of appointed offices. In May, voters over-
whelmingly chose to change the position to an ap-
pointed post in a ballot vote during the annual town
election.

Turn To CHARLTON page A10

Dudley teacher
arrested on child
endangerment
charges

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

TAUNTON — A Dudley Charlton Regional School
District teacher has been put on leave following an ar-
rest for child endangerment after attempting to meet
a minor he says he believed was of age.

A pair of press releases from the Dudley and
Taunton Police Departments, respectively, confirmed
that Thomas Wilson of Southbridge, a Shepherd
Hill Regional High School music teacher, has been
charged with offenses related to child endangerment.
The Taunton Police Department confirmed that
an incident on Sept. 18 resulted in an investigation
and Wilson’s subsequent arrest. Wilson was charged
with Reckless Sexual Endangerment of a Child, En-
ticement of a Child Under Age 16, and Possession of
Child Pornography.

While the Taunton Police Department has not
released extensive details about the investigation,
WCVB news has reported that Wilson appeared
in court on Oct. 3, where he admitted to driving to
Taunton to meet a 14-year-old girl he had connected
with on Reddit who he believed was 18. Wilson has
since posted bail and is required to wear a GPS device
and avoid contact with anyone under 18.

The Dudley Police Department issued a press re-
lease on Oct. 3 that clarified their involvement in the
case. The department was first notified of the arrest
on Sept. 20 after which they informed school officials
who “promptly took appropriate action by placing
the teacher on administrative leave,” according to
Dudley Police Chief Marek Karlowicz.

“Throughout this process, Taunton Police have re-
mained in contact with our department while their
investigation continued. In addition, the Dudley Po-
lice Department has assigned investigators to this
case, which remains active and ongoing. Our high-
est priority is the safety, security, and well-being of
the students in our community,” said the chief in a

Turn To WILSON page A10
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First registered healthcare apprentices graduate
from QCC, UMass Memorial program

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond Community College, in partnership with
UMass Memorial Health, the Worcester SHARE union and the Massachusetts
Division of Apprentice Standards (DAS), held a ceremony this week for the first
graduates of the Medical Assistant Apprenticeship Program. This is the first
registered healthcare apprenticeship program in Central Massachusetts.

Twelve UMass Memorial employees have successfully completed this train-
ing program to become nationally certified medical assistants. The participants
underwent 2,000 hours of full-time, on-the-job training, complemented by eight
weeks of classroom instruction.

The program uses an “earn-and-learn” model that allows employees to main-
tain their salary and benefits while in the program.

Kathie Manning, QCC’s dean of the Center for Workforce Development and
Continuing Education, credits DAS for funding a medical assistant pre-appren-
ticeship program, which provided supports that enabled students to earn a liv-
able wage while advancing their careers.

“I've seen far too many students who must choose between working and get-
ting an education. When we force them to make that decision, it doesn’t benefit

.
—v

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that

you would hope it to be?

Osteoarthritis

If not we may be able to help.

of Hands - Knees- Hips.

Back and Shoulder Problems

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”
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the workforce and
it doesn’t benefit
the student,” said
Manning.

Lynn D’Ange-
lo, director, Am-
bulatory Clinical
Excellence at
UMass Memorial
Medical Center,
noted that medi-
cal assistants are
critical as they
often serve as the
first point of con-
tact for patients.

“We have filled
many medical as-
sistant positions
and have had a 26

percent reduction
in vacancies. Our
medical assistants
have also helped
to increase patient
access, enhance
patient experience
and deliver safe,
quality care,” said

D’Angelo.

“Helping others is something I always knew I was put on this earth for. Becom-
ing a medical assistant allowed me to do that while building a relationship with
my patients, coworkers, and providers, all while learning something new every

day,” said Graduate Lindsey Leahy, who
works at Spencer Internal Medicine, a
part of UMass Memorial Community
Medical Group.

Undersecretary of Labor in the Ex-
ecutive Office of Labor and Workforce
Development, Josh Cutler, noted that
apprenticeships have grown as a work-
force tool, no longer just for the build-
ing trades and applicable to many in-
dustries, such as cybersecurity, biotech
and advanced manufacturing. He also
thanked Gov. Maura Healey and the
state legislature for supporting the ap-
prenticeship model.

“In Massachusetts...our greatest
natural resource is our people; it’s our
skilled workforce. You are a shining ex-
ample of us building and investing in
our workforce,” Cutler said to the grad-
uates.

Graduate Afia Damptey, who works
at the Spine Center at UMass Memori-
al Medical Center, commented that she
was apprehensive about the program at
first because she hadn’t been in school
for so long.

“I didn’t realize how much this pro-
gram was going to change me and fur-
ther my education,” said Damptey. “At
UMass Memorial Health, you can be-
come whoever you want to be.”

“Quinsigamond College played such
an amazing role, ensuring all of us stu-
dents were provided with everything
we needed to succeed, especially our
teacher, Cheryl DeCoff (QCC Assistant
Professor of Medical Assisting, who
constantly braved the storms of the un-
known and the new to ensure we met
our end goal,” Leahy added.

REAL ESTATE

CHARLTON

$622,500,

KoriE.

$525,000, 14 Millward Rd,
Nelson, Janis E, to Richard,

Stephen L.

$500,000, 137 Dresser Hill
Rd, Stearns, Michael P, to
Knutelski, Eryk, and Knute-

1ski, Hillary.

$360,000, 82 Ramshorn

19 King Rd,
Tranquil Homes LLC, to
Fyvie, Andrew D, and Fyvie,

$590,000, 58 Main St, Sil-
veira, Erivaldo, and Silvei-
ra, Ieva, to Jimenez, Clari-
bel.

$520,000, 7 Old South Rd,
Marrero, Jaime, and Mar-
rero, Roxana, to Melendez,
Enid M, and Rivera, Jaime.

$520,000, 9 Old South Rd,
Marrero, Jaime, and Mar-
rero, Roxana, to Melendez,
Enid M, and Rivera, Jaime.

$477,650, 855 Charlton

Rd, Seifert, Bonnie, and
Seifert, Gary, to Kopacz, Ra-
chel, and Seifert, Timothy.

$110,000, Smith Rd #1,
White Development Corp,
to Wall, Jason, and Hall, An-
astasia.

HOLLAND

$215,000, 43 Lake Dr, Pr-
zygocki, Bruce, to Naples,
Gary, and Naples, Sarah 1.

$200,000, 61 Sturbridge
Rd, Fontaine Kenneth R
Est, and Snay, Renee, to Lisa
Boudreau LLC.

SOUTHBRIDGE

$765,000, 143 Clemence
Hill Rd, Mckenna, Thomas
dJ, and Chlapowski, Tracey
T, to Labouef, James, and
Labouef, Nicole.

St, Labouef, James, and
Labouef, Nicole, to Cancel,
Natasha, and Cruz, Luis.

$450,000, 3 Blanchard Dr,
Lahaina Corp, to Reed, Aus-
tin P, and Reed, Kaitlynn M.

$380,000, 28 Litchfield
Ave, Rivas Jr, Alejandro,
and Diaz, Lisandra, to Ja-
cobsen, Kristen.

$120,000, 297 Ashland Ave
#22, JK Everett Properties
LLC, to Fortin, Michael G.

STURBRIDGE

$540,000, 157 Podunk Rd,
Kane, Peter T, to Carmona,
Erick O, and Carmona, Pris-
cilla.

$155,000, 10 Mountain
Brook Rd, Mayberry, Joyce
A, toDoyle, Sean, and Doyle,
Johnna.
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VILLAGER ALMANAC

OPEN 10O CLOSE

SoUuTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL
Monday-Wednesday:
8a.m.4pm.

Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday: 9 am.-1 p.m. (May 25
will be our last open Saturday until
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed

CHARLTON TowN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays..

visit www.townofcharlton.net
or more information.
Individual offices may vary
PuBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)
For library hours please check
www.charltonlibrary.org
PoOLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
For emergencies, dial 911
FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8am.to4pm.
Post OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777

Charlton City (01508) ............. (800) 275-8777
ScHooLs

Dudley-Charlton Regional School District

.................................................... (508) 943-6888

Charlton Elementary School

...................... (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ..................... (508) 243-4884
Charlton Middle School.......... (508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
.................................................... (508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 - 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 — 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

CHURCH LISTINGS

« Central Baptist Church
256 Main St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.

e Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St.,
508- 248-5550, Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m. www.fed-church.org

« Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.

« Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St. 248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org

Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
«St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St.,
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338
www.stannestpatparish.com

Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5
pm. Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri
and Sat 7:30 am

*Elm Street Congregational Church,

61 EIm Street, Southbridge, Ma 01550

Phone: 508-764-8085 « Sunday service 10:00 am
Pastor Kathryn Light

« St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.

» Wayside Church, 6 Haggerty Road, 248-5144
+ Assemblies of God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. t0 4:30 p.m.

« Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton,
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349
Sunday Service 10:00am.
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
info@livingwordcharlton.com

* New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA,
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

« Federated Church of Sturbridge and
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021
www.sturfed.org

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

« Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566

Phone 508-347-7297

Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org

Services - Sunday 9:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell

« Holland Congregation Church

“Where the Bible is preached.”

11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org

Sunday Service @ 10:00 am

Pastor Dan Maketansky

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church

446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559

Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org

Sunday Service 11:00 am

Pastor Dan Purtell
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Cornerstone Bank supports Dismas House with

$3,000 donation for winter heatin

WORCESTER — Cor
nerstone Bank has
donated $3,000 to Dis-
mas House of Massa-
chusetts, Inc.,, to help
provide winter heating
support across the non-
profit’s four residential
programs for former in-
mates reentering society.
The funds will help cover
utility costs during the
colder months, ensur-
ing that residents have a
safe, warm environment
as they work toward re-
building their lives.

Dismas House offers
transitional housing,

a pathway back to the
community for indi-
viduals most in need of
recovery, decent work
and housing. With loca-
tions across Worcester
County, the organization
provides not only shel-
ter, but also critical pro-
grams that foster stabili-
ty and hope.

“Dismas House plays
a vital role in providing
dignity and opportu-
nity for people in need
across our communi-
ty,” said Todd Tallman,
CEO of Cornerstone
Bank. “We’re proud to

their mission, particu-
larly during the winter
months when reliable
heat is essential.”

This most recent gift
builds on Cornerstone
Bank’s ongoing partner-
ship with Dismas House,
which included a $2,500
donation in 2024 to sup-
port youth hunger initia-
tives and a $4,000 dona-
tion in 2023 for the same
cause.

Cornerstone Bank is
committed to strength-
ening local communi-
ties through charitable

ism. Its support of Dis-
mas House underscores
the bank’s dedication
to addressing urgent
community needs and
improving the lives of
neighbors across Cen-
tral Massachusetts.

About
Bank

Cornerstone Bank
was formed in 2017,
born of a long history
of supporting the com-
munity, and providing
a strong foundation to
help people and busi-
nesses thrive. Serving
Worcester County, Mas-

Cornerstone

o
Bank’gocal presence

and community-based
banking model enables
a unique ability to deliv-
er outstanding service,
with a personal touch.
Cornerstone, which is
a subsidiary of Peo-
plesBankCorp, MHC,
operating independent-
ly under its own name
and brand, provides the
highest level of service
and expertise for in-
dividuals, businesses,
and community orga-
nizations with branch
locations throughout
Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to

assistance

opportunities through a
broad range of deposit
and loan products and
services. Built on Trust
is not just a tagline, but
also one of our guid-
ing corporate values.
Whether a business or
personal  partnership,
Cornerstone stands on
the foundation that re-
lationships are built on
trust. To learn about
Cornerstone Bank’s per-
sonal and business bank-
ing offerings, please
visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

support services and

continue our support for

giving and volunteer-

sachusetts, Cornerstone

connect customers with

“Music and Memory: The Accidental Creation of a 92-year-old
Social Media Sensation” at Charlton Public Library

CHARLTON — On Wednes-
day, Oct. 22 at 2:30 p.m., Dr.
Randi Lebar will present an
inspirational talk about the
wild ride she has taken with
her mother, pianist Elaine
Lebar (born in 1928), who went
viral on TikTok in 2020 while
living in a memory care unit

in Buzzards Bay.

Specifically focusing on the
magic and power of music in
dementia, the talk features
many videos of Elaine, and
also includes lessons Randi
learned along the way about
finding meaning and joy in
their relationship, in spite of

her mother’s mental decline.
The presentation is sure to en-
tertain a wide audience, and it
will be especially educational
and hopeful for those dealing
with a loved one in any stage
of cognitive decline.

Elaine Lebar began playing
piano at the age of 3. She grad-

uated from the High School of
Music and Art in New York
City, received a BA in music
from Brooklyn College and
an MFA in music education
from the University of Mis-
souri. She is an accomplished
performer, accompanist and
composer. And now, living

with dementia, Elaine has

Medicine. She then served
for 11 years in the US Navy,
completing her Orthopedic
Surgery residency at the Na-
val Hospital Oakland. After
serving as an orthopedic sur-
geon in Okinawa, Japan, Dr.
Lebar left the Navy and moved
to Maine where she continued
her orthopedic practice. Now

become a TikTok star with
over 250,000 followers. Ran-
di Lebar graduated from
Cornell’s College of Arts
and Sciences in 1978 with
a BA in Chemistry and
went on to receive an MD
in 1982 from the Universi-
ty of Maryland School of

retired from medicine, Randi
lives in Sagamore where she
knits, crafts, gardens, and pur-
sues her passion for all forms
of dance.

Everyone is welcome, and
no registration is required.

Charlton Public Library is
located at 40 Main St.

SOUTHBRIDGE POLICE LOG

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge Police Department reported the following arrests from Sept.
22 through Oct. 6.

A 41-year-old male from Southbridge was taken into protective custody on Sept. 23 for Operating
Under the Influence (Liquor-second offense), Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Leaving the
Scene of Property Damage, and a Marked Lanes Violation.

Bryant Glover, age 45, of Southbridge was arrested on Sept. 23 for Open and Gross Lewdness.

Careem Lee Rose-Simon, age 21, of Worcester was arrested on Sept. 25 for Receiving a Stolen Motor
Vehicle-Joint Venture. Jean Manuel Castro Valentine, age 20, of Pawtucket, R.I. was arrested during
the same incident for Receiving a Stolen Motor Vehicle-Joint Venture, Operating a Motor Vehicle after
suspension of license, Leaving the Scene of Property Damage, multiple counts of driving at a rate of
speed greater than was reasonable and proper, Failure to Stop for Police, a Marked Lanes Violation,
Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Failure to Stop or Yield, a Motor Vehicle Lights Violation,
and in connection with multiple warrants.

A 37-year-old male from Southbridge received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 25 for Misde-
meanor Breaking & Entering.

Gerardo L. Cruz Rivera, age 34, of Webster was arrested on Sept. 25 in connection with a warrant.

Justin G. Lesslie, age 26, of Hudson was arrested on Sept. 25 for Interfering with a Police Officer
(Common Law), Leaving the Scene of Property Damage, Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and
Failure to Keep Right.

Joshua Allan Wadsworth, age 34, of Worcester was arrested on Sept. 26 on multiple counts of Shop-
lifting By Concealing Merchandise.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

+Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

WULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

A 65-year-old male from Southbridge received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 26 for Operat- Aucoin
ing a Motor Vehicle after suspension of license (Criminal-subsequent offense) and Failure to Stop or Ryan
Yield. Realty

Shanequa A. Bonnie, age 30, of Worcester was arrested on Sept. 27 for Vandalization of Property, Your Neighborhood

Realtor

Obstruction of Justice, Resisting Arrest, and Assault & Battery on a Police Officer.
201 South Street

5 A 63-yegr—old male from Southbridge was taken into protective custody on Sept. 27 for Assault & Southbridge, MA 01550 Spiro Thomo
attery with a Dangerous Weapon. 508-765-91 55 1-800- 784 0445 Broker
Gilberto Alvarado, age 62, of Southbridge was arrested on Sept. 27 for Operating Under the Influ- B_765-96 Licensed 35+ years
ence (Liquor-second offense), Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, and Failure to Drive in the www. AucomRyanReaIty com 508.765.0465
Right Lane. SpiroThomo @gmail.com 774.200.8043
Sonya Renee Mitchell, age 46, of Webster was arrested on Sept. 29 in connection with a warrant.
Dalton James Davis, age 26, of Sterling was arrested on Sept. 29 for being a Fugitive From Justice SAVEWAY NORTHEAST * UNCAS GAS
PETROLEUM OIL & PROPANE

on a Court issued Warrant, operating a motor vehicle with No Inspection Sticker, and for not being in
possession of a driver’s license.

William Junior Torres, age 35, of Southbridge was arrested on Sept. 29 for Domestic Assault and
Battery. A 45-year-old female from Southbridge received a summons in lieu of arrest during the same
incident for Domestic Assault and Battery:

A 20-year-old from Southbridge received a summons in lieu of arrest on Sept. 30 for Operating a
Motor Vehicle after revocation or suspension of registration and operating an Unregistered and Un-
insured Motor Vehicle.

Steven Anthony Gardner, age 61, of Southbridge was arrested on Oct. 2 in connection with a war-
rant.

Omaira Torres Martinez, age 43, of Worcester was arrested on Oct. 3 for Operating Under the Influ-

ence (Drugs and Liquor), Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspension of license,

Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle, Larceny of a Motor Vehicle (subsequent
WASTE SERVICE

offense), Failure to Stop for Police, a Marked Lanes Violation, Failure to Stop or
Your Local Roll-Off Specmhst

REEL IN SAVINGS WITH AFALL FILL-UP!

# £ Arz ”4 OFFER CODE 'Kp’ﬂ”&
$1.79

Offer ends 10/31/25 Offer ends 11/28/25

860-779-2500 - 860-779-3755

OR VISIT SAVEWAYPETRO.COM/SAVERS OR VISIT NEPROPANE.COM/SAVERS
Minimum Order of 125 Gallons | Terms and Conditions May Apply

Yield, driving at a rate of speed greater than was reasonable and proper, and a
Passing Violation.

A juvenile, age 14, received a summons in lieu of arrest on Oct. 4 for Simple
Assault & Battery.

Lexmarie Berrios, age 24, of Southbridge was arrested on Oct. 5 for Domestic
Assault and Battery, Disorderly Conduct, and Disturbing the Peace. Sean Elliot
Yace, age 24, of Southbridge was arrested during the same incident for Disorder-
ly Conduct and Disturbing the Peace.

SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Green Path Cannabis in Southbridge, Massachusetts, is
proud to offer a monthly record expungement program!

Each month, Green Path will choose one interested per-
son to receive legal services to evaluate and assist their

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

petitions to seal or expunge a criminal record of cannabis
possession. Green Path will give hiring consideration to
qualified participants as well as their spouses and chil-

dren if an employment vacancy exists.

10- 15 20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MA

Please apply for consideration at greenpathcannabis.com or
email kailyhepburn@kailyhepburnlaw.com.

[—
VIsA
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Small

lown
strength

in an
uncevtain

season

October arrives with its usual mix
of contradictions — warm afternoons,
cold nights, and that uneasy balance
between harvest and frost. In towns
like Southbridge, Sturbridge, and
Charlton, this season always feels like
more than a weather change. It’s a time
when our communities quietly take
stock of where we stand — and what
keeps us together.

We’ve seen a lot of change lately.
Businesses have adapted to new real-
ities, local governments are juggling
budgets and bylaws, and schools are
still finding footing after years of ad-
justments. It’s tempting to focus only
on the strain — what’s been lost, de-
layed, or redefined. But there’s a steadi-
er story to tell: our towns are still here,
functioning, growing, and looking out
for one another in a way cities rarely
can.

Look around. Volunteers still show
up to run food drives, historical soci-
eties, and cleanup days. The library
lights stay on late for students. Local
fire and police crews, who live among
the very people they protect, respond
without hesitation. Every small-town
festival, every select board meeting, ev-
ery senior luncheon — these are quiet
acts of civic persistence. They’re the
reason our towns work.

It’s easy to overlook that kind of
durability. The news cycle is built on
noise, and small communities rarely
make headlines for what they do right.
Yet in a year when uncertainty seems
to be the only constant, the stability of
local life might be the most underval-
ued thing we’ve got.

As autumn deepens, let’s remember
that strength doesn’t always look like
growth charts or shiny new develop-
ments. Sometimes it’s a teacher stay-
ing late to help a student. Sometimes,
it’s a farmer still cutting hay by head-
light before the frost. Sometimes it’s a
neighbor dropping off soup unasked.

The world beyond our borders will
keep getting louder. But here in our
corner of the Bay State, quiet endur-
ance has always been our way. That’s
something worth holding on to.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINION

The power of forgiveness Making the most

By Dr. RB McFee
Charlton City UMC

Unless you have been off
the grid in East Cupcake,
there are few who haven’t
heard Erika Kirk share
that she forgave the person
who Killed her husband.
She gave a Divine gift.

It reminded me of a sim-
ilar gift of Grace that an
Amish family gave many
years ago, when their
daughter was Kkilled by a
young man. The Amish
family, and their communi-

BEYOND
THE
PEWS

pass against us,” is often
treated as scriptural fly
over territory. We like the
being forgiven part, just not
the forgiving part.

To be sure, forgiving
someone who hurt us, espe-
cially if it was their intent
to do so, it is not easy. But
if it was easy, God wouldn’t
ask ustodoit. Like so many
things in life, it is the hard
that makes it worthwhile.

We don’t get good at
something without sacri-
fice and effort. We don’t
earn a degree, build a
business, grow a garden,

ty not only forgave the Kill- By Dr. RB develop friendships, climb
er, but included his parents MCcFEE better, sail better, run fast-
in a special prayer service, er, swim farther, without
under the notion they, too, sacrifice and effort.

needed God’s healing, and CHARLTON The same is true with
to have a heavy burden lift- Citry UMC forgiveness,  apologizing

ed.

Perhaps some of you can recall the
assassination attempt on Pope John
Paul II. Not long after, the Holy Father
went to the prison that housed the as-
sassin, forgave the man, and prayed
with him. Such prayer visitations
would occur multiple times over the
course of their lives.

Forgiveness is one of the most pow-
erful gifts we can give, as well as one
of the most therapeutic actions we can
do. Studies show people who are able
to forgive, to let go, and move on from
hurts actually derive a clinical benefit
manifest in a variety of ways, includ-
ing improved mental health, and blood
pressure. And yet it is one of the two
most difficult things for people to give;
gratitude being the other.

Ironic, given the fact forgiveness
was one of the most important con-
cepts Jesus tried to teach His Disciples,
and us, throughout His ministry.

Consider just moments from death,
with Jesus’ last breaths on the Cross
He takes the time to ask God to forgive
those who have put Him there (Luke
23:34), and who have sinned —a long list
from Creation, to now!

At such a climactic moment in His
life, Jesus knew those words would be
remembered by Disciples, townspeo-
ple, and the many visitors from foreign
lands celebrating the Passover in Jeru-
salem, and the many who have read the
Gospels over the millennia.

Not that there haven’t been other re-
minders - lots of them — for God’s chil-
dren to forgive. In one way or another
“forgive,” and various permutations
of the word, is mentioned in the Bible
nearly one hundred times, give or take,
depending upon the translation.

God reminds us that true love can-
not exist without forgiveness and by
inference, without saying “I’'m sorry.”

As if Jesus was trying to put an
“” on the concept, even in The Lord’s
Prayer (Matthew 6:9 0 13, Luke 11: 2-4)
the importance of forgiving is men-
tioned. Jesus not only reminds us, He
challenges our sense of fair play....
God forgives us, can we do any less?

Alas, “as we forgive those who tres-

and saying “thank you.”

Forgiveness - the Divine
Act of Goodness that we mere mortals
have been empowered to give, a means
to accept a hurt, a sin against us - per-
ceived or actual, then let it go, handing
it off to our Creator, and in the process
giving grace to those who have done
this —it is a powerful gift that can trans-
form both the giver and the recipient.

The burden of injury - heavy
though it is, is born by the perpetrator
of harm, and the recipient. For those
who have harmed another — whether
a slight or a serious injury - the pro-
cess of atoning and healing is made
more difficult without being forgiven.
Nevertheless, asking for it, taking the
steps to atone can be a long, arduous
journey that must be taken if healing
can be hoped for.

Perhaps that is why Yom Kippur -
the Day of Atonement, is among the
highest of holy days in Judaism, and
something Christians might want to
consider adopting. I know I have.

Every year at Yom Kippur, my clos-
est Jewish friends and I ask for forgive-
ness, and atone for sins known, and
unknown. Let’s face it, human feelings
are fragile, and sometimes we hurt
others without even knowing it. So my
friends and I cover all bases!

Now here’s the thing. It isn’t a mere
reflex or pro forma exercise. It has to be
sincere. Otherwise it is meaningless.

Oh and if for some reason the other
person chooses not to accept the apol-
ogy, the atonement, after It is offered
multiple times — God takes over. Put
differently the one apologizing is for-
given, and the one who won’t accept
the apology has to take it up with the
Almighty.

I don’t know about you, but having
to face the Lord’s disappointment, as
He asks why didn’t you forgive, well
that’s not on my “to do” list! Recogniz-
ing my imperfection, I offer, and accept
a sincere apology, as do my friends.

If as Dr. Samuel Johnson once
opined centuries ago (paraphrasing)
‘friendships must be kept in constant
repair’ ...part of the tool kit for a
healthy relationship, a healthy com-
munity, and a healthy family, needs to
include forgiveness, regardless wheth-
er the person who hurt you atones,
apologizes, or not.
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of Medicare open

enrollment

FINANCIAL
Focus

TREVOR
NIELSEN

When you turn 65, Medicare be-
comes a vital part of your health care
coverage. But signing up is just the
beginning. Many people don’t realize
that Medicare isn’t a “set it and forget
it” program. In fact, you have the op-
portunity — and often the need — to
review and adjust your coverage every
single year.

The annual Medicare Open Enroll-
ment period, which runs from Oct.
15 through Dec. 7 each year, is your
chance to take a fresh look at your
health care needs and make sure your
Medicare plan still fits your life. Then
you can determine whether your med-
ical and prescription plans need to be
switched or dropped.

Just like your health can change
from year to year, so can Medicare
plans. Insurance companies may ad-
just their coverage and costs or even
discontinue certain plans entirely. By
taking time during the open enroll-
ment period to compare your options,
you might discover a plan that saves
money, offers better coverage or both.

As a reminder, you have several op-
tions when it comes to your Medicare
coverage.

Original Medicare (Parts A and
B) covers hospital stays and medical
services such as doctor visits. Part A
typically comes with no monthly pre-
mium if yowve worked for at least 10
years. Part B requires monthly premi-
ums — $206.50 or more in 2026, depend-
ing on your income. They may also be
copays and deductibles.

Medicare Advantage (Part C) offers
an all-in-one alternative to Original
Medicare. These plans are offered by
private insurance companies. They of-
ten bundle together hospital, medical
and prescription drug coverage. They
may also include extra benefits like
vision, dental and wellness programs
that Original Medicare doesmt cover.

Medicare Part D provides stand-
alone prescription drug coverage for
those who stick with Original Medi-
care.

Medicare  Supplement  (Medi-
gap) policies help cover the out-of-
pocket costs that Original Medicare
doesmwt pay, such as copayments and
deductibles.

When shopping for Medicare plans,
there are several important areas you
should consider to determine which
options are right for you:

Out-of-pocket costs such as monthly
premiums, deductibles, copayments
and any other expenses Medicare
doesmt cover. Sometimes a plan with
a higher premium saves you money
overall because of lower copays.

Prescription drug coverage de-
serves special attention. All Medicare
plans for 2026 will include a $2,100 cap
on what you pay out of pocket for cov-
ered prescription drugs, up from $2,000
in 2025. However, this cap only applies
to drugs that your plan covers, making
it crucial to verify your medications
are included.

Your health care needs for the com-
ing year matter too. Do you have sur-
geries planned? New health conditions
to manage? Yowll want to make sure
your potential plan covers the care you
expect to need.

Travel planscan also influence
your choice. Original Medicare typi-
cally doesnt cover services overseas,
so frequent travelers might want sup-
plemental coverage for emergencies
abroad.

If you don’t make any changes
during open enrollment, you’ll likely
be automatically reenrolled in your

Turn To FINANCE page A5
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In the summer of
1803, six American

U.S. Navy!

was seized with
all 307 aboard. The

warships sliced POSITIVELY captured ship was
through the Atlantic,  SPEAKING  pefloated, turned
crewed by fewer against its own
than 2,000 barely TOBY fleet, and now
trained men—farm MOORE flew the flag of the
boys, fishermen, and =———— ecnemy— one of
dockhands. America’s greatest

warships, lost in a single

The newly formed day

United States was broke,
its Navy skeletal, its trade
raided by Barbary pirates
from North Africa, bleed-
ing off an estimated 20
percent of American
maritime commerce.

Their orders: reach
Tripoli and challenge a
rogue regime that extort-
ed even the greatest
empires. Few expected
them to return.

For generations,
European powers had
bought peace with gold—
but as Barbary raids on
American merchants
escalated, President
Thomas Jefferson faced
a choice: submit, or fight
with a navy that barely
existed.

When the Americans
arrived, the enemy was
waiting—light, fast, and
ruthless. They were out-
numbered, but not out-
matched.

The Americans trapped
them in port, daring the
pirates to come out and
fight.

However, just as
momentum was build-
ing, disaster struck.
The Philadelphia, one
of the strongest of the
American warships, ran

Refusing to let the
ship be used against
them, they launched one
of the boldest raids in
naval history: Under the
cover of night, disguised
as Maltese sailors, they
floated into harbor on a
captured pirate vessel,
boarded the Philadelphia,
and turned her into a
floating inferno.

The raid ignited
American morale, but the
war dragged on—until
one man dared to rewrite
the story.

Enter William Eaton—
former US consul to
Tunis, burning with
vengeance, armed with
a wild plan. Eaton’s tar-
get? Derna—a coastal
city, lightly defended and
exposed to the desert.
Eaton would cross the
sands and strike it from
behind. The goal was to
show that the US could
do what no European
power dared: land troops
in North Africa, raise
an army, and defeat the
pirates on their own soil.

In March 1805, William
Eaton assembled a ragtag
force of 8 U.S. Marines,
40 Greek and Italian mer-
cenaries, about 100 Arab

Bedouin fighters.

Fewer than 500 men—
fractured by language,
loyalty, and purpose—
marched forward. They
crossed hundreds of
miles of desert where
water vanished, men hal-
lucinated, and camels col-
lapsed in blinding sand-
storms. Sun scorched by
day, the cold bit at night.
Food ran short, tempers
flared, tribal help desert-
ed, and the campaign
nearly collapsed over bro-
ken promises.

The road to Derna was
carved through hell.

After seven weeks, they
arrived at the gates ready
for war. Eaton attacked as
US warships unleashed
cannon fire from off-
shore. The fighting was
brutal—gunfire ripped
through tents, smoke
choked the hillside, and
Eaton was shot through
the wrist, but pressed on
with his arm in a sling.
After fierce close com-
bat, Derna fell, and for
the first time in history,
the Stars and Stripes flew
triumphantly on foreign
soil. It was this moment
that inspired the famous
line still sung today in the
Marine Corps Hymn: ‘to
the shores of Tripoli’.

The victory stunned
the Barbary world. Eaton
marched across a waste-
land and took a city no
one thought could fall.
The pirates’ resolve
broke, and they signed a
peace agreement within
weeks, and the American

Philadelphia walked free.
What began as a desper-
ate gamble became one of
the boldest military feats
in the early history of the
United States.

The message was clear:
the United States would
not just send ships; it
would send men, cross
deserts, storm walls, and
bleed on foreign ground
to defend its people and
principles.

This October 13th
marks the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States
Navy—born in uncer-
tainty, and defined by
resolve.

From the shores of
Tripoli to every ocean
since, the US Navy, along
with the US Marine Corps
and the entire American
military, has stood as a
shield for freedom and
a symbol of courage. To
all who have served and
continue to serve: Thank
You.

Today, we face new
adversaries—One nation
with a fleet much larg-
er than our own. Once
again, we may be out-
numbered, but we will
never be outmatched.

Like Eaton before us,
we’ll rise to meet the
challenge. May God bless
the USA!

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of Emmy
- Nominated A Separate
Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.

aground off Tripoli and cavalry, and scattered

Order your
Albanian pies
and delicacies

now from
Daughters of St.
Nicholas

STURBRIDGE — Order your Albanian Pies and
ethnic delicacies by Oct. 31 from the Daughters of St.
Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church.

Albanian pies are available: Spinach, Leek,
Squash and Sauerkraut . Whole pies (12x17): $45 each
baked or frozen unbaked. Half pies (12x9): baked
only $23 each. Baking instructions will be provided
for the frozen unbaked.

The following delicacies are available: Kourabias
(butter cookies) four for $5; Twist Cookies four for $3;
Date-Nut Filled Cookies $2.50 each; Rolled Baklava $3
each and Kadaif $3 each.

To place an order, call the church number at 508-
764-6226 by Oct. 31 and leave your name and phone
number to receive a confirmation.

Orders to be picked up at St. Nicholas Albanian
Orthodox Church, 126 Morris St., Southbridge, on
Nov. 24 from 10 a.m. -1 p.m.

Hydrant
flushing

underway in

Southbridge

SOUTHBRIDGE — Southbridge Water Depart-
ment will start its semi-annual hydrant flushing pro-
gram on Sunday, Oct. 5 at approximately 9 p.m. and
continue during overnight hours for approximately
six to eight weeks between the hours of 9 p.m. and
5 p.m. Flushing will start in the Westville area and
continue easterly throughout the town.

The procedure will include the cleaning of the
reservoir intake screens, flushing accumulated sed-
iments from the water mains and testing the opera-
tion of each hydrant.

The Department requests that during this period
customers check their water before washing clothes.
Customers may also get accumulated sediments in
their house laterals and experience some discolored
water. This will clear after a brief run of water at
the tap. Please contact the Southbridge Water De-
partment at (508) 764-3207 if you have any questions
or comments.

prisoners from the

Gateway Players
celebrate 50th
anniversary

CHARLTON — Help us celebrate 50 years of Gate-
way Players Theatre! We will be holding our 50th An-
niversary Gala on Nov. 1 at 6 p.m. at Heritage Country
Club in Charlton. Please join us for food, drinks, mu-
sic, dancing, and years of memories. The highlight of
the evening will be the premiere of our 50th Anniver-
sary video documentary, produced by Southbridge
Community Television.

The menu will include Scallops Wrapped in Bacon,
Vegetable Crudites, Carved Roast Beef, Baked Bone-
less Lemon Parmesan Chicken, Roasted Red Pota-
toes, Manicotti with Sauce, Vegetable Medley, Garden
Salad an

Tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased
by calling Gateway at 508-764-4531. Online credit card
ticket sales are available at https://www.ticketleap.
events/tickets/gateway-players/50th-anniversa-
ry-gala Tickets sales are limited and must be pur-
chased no later than Oct. 19. Recommended dress is
semi-formal to formal.

We hope you join us for this remarkable celebra-
tion of our past 50 years.

Frriends of the

Foshua Hyde
Library celebrate

Morrie’s legacy at
annual meeting

STURBRIDGE — Anyone who’s ever been touched
by the wisdom in “Tuesdays with Morrie” by Mitch
Albom or who has heard of the book and want to
know what it’s all about should come join the Friends
of the Joshua Hyde Public Library for its Annual
Meeting at the Sturbridge Town Hall’s upstairs Vet-
eran’s Memorial Hall on Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting will feature Morrie’ son, Rob Schwartz,
and photographer/teacher Heather Pillar who spent
the last six months documenting Morrie’s struggles
with ALS. More than a quarter century later Mor-
rie’s wisdom still resonates with many people around
the world. Morrie taught people how to live fulfilling
lives with love. It is by facing fears of death that we
learn how to live.

This meeting is free and open to the public
and all are welcome. Members of the Friends are in-
vited to stay afterward for the Annual Meeting where
you’ll hear what we’ve been working on all year and
be able to vote on the Slate of Officers. Please let us
know if you’re interested in running for a board posi-
tion.

Plant flavorful

and nutritious

garlic in Fall

Melinda Myers

Separate garlic cloves right before planting and plant
the largest cloves with their papery covering.

Lower your blood pressure and cholesterol, fight heart
disease, boost your immune system, and add a bit of
flavor to your meals by growing your own garlic. This
vegetable has been used as both food and medicine for
thousands of years.

Purchase firm, healthy bulbs of garlic sold for grow-
ing in the garden. One pound of garlic typically fills a
30’ row but this can vary depending on the variety. It’s
best not to use garlic sold at the grocery store as it may
have been treated to prevent sprouting and it may not
be suitable for growing in your climate.

Select the best
variety for your
growing conditions
and preferred flavor.
Hardneck garlic typ-
ically prefers cold-
er climates while
most softneck garlic
prefers warmer cli-
mates, but this var-
ies with the varieties
within each group. Hardneck garlic varieties develop a
stiff flower stalk, tend to have larger cloves, and flavors
ranging from mild to spicy. Softneck varieties vary
in their adaptability to long cold winters, cool moist
springs and warm summers. They lack the stiff flower
stalk so the leaves can be braided, and the bulbs tend
to have a longer shelf life.

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

Garlic bulbs typically contain seven or more individ-
ual cloves. The larger the clove you plant, the bigger
the bulb you’ll harvest. Separate the cloves right before
planting and do not remove the papery covering. Use
the largest cloves for growing and the smaller ones to
flavor your favorite fall and winter meals.

Grow garlic in a sunny location with well-drained
soil. Prepare the soil by adding organic matter like
compost and a low nitrogen slow-release fertilizer.
Avoid high nitrogen, fast release fertilizers that pro-
mote top growth with smaller bulbs. Fertilize again in
spring as growth begins.

Plant the cloves in the fall about six weeks before the
ground freezes in cold climates and late fall or early
winter in warmer regions. Space individual cloves
six inches apart with the pointed side up and the base
of the clove two to three inches below the soil surface.
Space single rows 12 to 14 inches apart or double rows
six inches apart with 30 INCHES between each set of
double rows. For more intensive wide row and square
foot growing, plant multiple rows with four to eight
inches between cloves.

Spread a six-inch layer of weed-free straw over the
soil surface after planting to conserve moisture and
suppress weeds. This also provides added insulation
in colder regions and helps prevent frost heaving that
occurs when temperatures fluctuate, causing soil to
alternately freeze, thaw and shift throughout the win-
ter. Cover the straw with evergreen boughs in windy
locations to help hold the straw in place.

Water newly planted garlic thoroughly at planting
and as needed in fall to encourage the roots and a
shoot to form. Water often enough to keep the soil
evenly moist during the growing season. Inconsistent
moisture when the plants are actively growing results
in smaller and misshapen bulbs. Keep the soil around
the plants covered with organic mulch to conserve
moisture and suppress weeds.

Make this the season you plant garlic. Then enjoy
the homegrown flavor and health benefits it provides.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” stream-
ing courses and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment radio program. Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine
and her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

FINANCE

continued from page A6

current plan for the following year, as long as it’s still
available and you continue paying required premi-
ums.

Don’t let your Medicare plan run on autopilot.
Take advantage of the annual open enrollment peri-
od — between Oct. 15 and Dec. 7— to ensure your cov-
erage continues to serve you well in the year ahead.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Please
contact Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Ad-
visor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor:nielsen@
edwardjones.com.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS BUILDER
S TaINE T
QS

=3

B«U+*I+L*D+*E*R
INCORPORATED
Remodeling Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS
4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES
4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS 4 DOORS
4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS
Quality Building Since 1985

Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 & 774-230-3967

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates * Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists « Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters * ABS
Alignments ¢ Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

508-234-5211 « Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom E

Fully Certified * RS# 2678
Stump Grinding

Ph:

Asian Longhorn e
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ¢ Free Ouotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Beautiful, Efficient,

Affordable

WINDOWS & DOORS

| HOME IMPROVEMENT

ALA

Your Window & Door Experts!

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

:508-784-1550:

- MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712
S mE oSNNS NN NN NN NN NS

CHIMNEY
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing,
Rebuilding, Re-lining,
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry.

Need to get it done?
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney

(508)752-1003

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service
Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford Srkm
WORCESTERCOUNTY

\LAWNMOWER.COM [EI*3~ J

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY [l Home Improvement @ IMASONRY

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

_ROOFING N Roofing

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

Read our reviews at the
Better Business Bureal.
A+ rating and accredited

member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955
CSL#095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All Major
Credit Cards

? B
BBB

C2=])

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Water Proofing
Walkways
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood
Brian French

(413)222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape@
gmail.com

Window Cleaning

Crystal Clear
Window
Cleaning

Residential
Commerical
Professional

Spencer, MA

Sean McGrail
(774)633-4309

Seanmcgrail2il

GJLEDUC

PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering
General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years
Experience

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

) 5 MIKE LAMBERT'S
Scott Bernard’s ; 4& PLUMBING &
PRECISION i HEATIHGING
PAINTERS Commerma/,
. ff inest " Residential,
rajismansnip .
Since 1979 New Construction
Intgrior—Extgrior 369 Main St,
Paints, Stains, Ste 4
Wallpaper and ¢
Fine Faux Finishes Spencer, MA
. . 1-833-969-4330
Satisfaction Fullv | d
Guaranteed ully Insure
Free Estimates
MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
7174.452.0321 @GMAIL.COM

Advertise on this page
for one low price!

Get 7 papers.

Call 774-200-7308

e Spencer New Leader
e Sturbridge Villager
e Charlton Villager
e Southbridge News
e Webster Times
e Auburn News
e Blackstone Valley Tribune

e OThe Auburn New

—eoWebster Times.

— Rather than go online where you are bound to get applicants
'~ from all over the world who click on every open job, why not advertise local- =
G ly, where you W|II get qualified, local applicants for your local job. ===

E‘f}.&;’;‘.. = . ~ - -,

= IOBIackstone Valley Tribune
.. “eSpencer New Leader
= '-‘-~-Southbr|dge Newvs -

. *Sturbridge Villager ‘
=, eCharlton Villager

i

e\Woodstock Villager . .. .. |
eThompson Villager '
sPutnam Villager: ,
eKillingly Villager 3 =

Email:
Phone:

ads@stbnebrldgepress news"
(774) 200 7308
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Former Bay Path Nursing Academy director
attends emergency preparedness workshop

|

Dr. Bolandrina and Lois Luniewicz of CMMRC.

HUBBARDSTON — In a time when
natural disasters and public health
emergencies are becoming more fre-
quent and severe, proactive prepared-
ness can be the difference between
chaos and coordinated care. That was
the message delivered loud and clear
on Saturday, Oct. 4, as the Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) and
the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) host-
ed the “One Step Ahead... Before the
Storm” Emergency Preparedness
Workshop at Hubbardston Center
School.

The event, held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
brought together community members,
volunteers, and emergency prepared-
ness professionals from across the
region for a day of collaboration, hands-
on learning, and resilience-building.

Representing health, education, and
volunteerism

Among the attendees was Dr.
Gretheline Ramos Bolandrina, a long-
time MRC volunteer, nurse educator,
and former Academy Director of the
Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing
Academy in Charlton and her husband,
Joseph Bolandrina of Athol, also a

Explore “New England

(hosts and Legends”
with Jeff Belanger at
Charlton Public Library

CHARLTON — The Charlton Public
Library will be hosting Jeff Belanger
on Thursday, Oct. 23 at 6 p.m. for a talk
on “New England Ghosts and Leg-
ends.”

This ghostly multi-media program
will take you on a journey through the
haunts in your backyard, and around
the world. Pulling from presenter Jeff
Belanger’s 25 years of research for his
books, podcasts, adventures, and the
various television shows he’s worked
on, join one of the nation’s premiere
storytellers for a trip through the un-
usual and the unexplained.

Jeff Belanger is a storyteller, adven-
turer, journalist, and one of the most
visible explorers of the unexplained to-
day. The author of over a dozen books
published in six languages, he is also
the Emmy-nominated host, writer, and
producer of the PBS and Amazon Prime
series New England Legends and the
weekly New England Legends podcast.
He’s the writer and researcher for the
Ghost Adventures series, and he’s been
a guest on hundreds of television and
radio networks and programs, includ-
ing History, Travel Channel, Biography
Channel, PBS, CBS Sunday Morning,
NPR, BBC, and Coast to Coast AM.

Registration is required, and can be
done at charltonlibrary.org or by call-
ing the Library at 508-248-0452.

Charlton Public Library is located
at 40 Main St. in Charlton. Additional
parking is available at the elementary
school and the town hall.

Courtesy

long-time MRC volunteer. Representing
both their commitment to community
health and professional education, the
Bolandrinas joined fellow volunteers
such as Lois Luniewicz (of CMMRC), in
refining emergency response skills and
fostering connections vital for coordi-
nated disaster readiness.

“As a nurse, educator, and volunteer,
I see the value of this kind of com-
munity engagement firsthand,” said
Bolandrina. “Preparedness is not just
about knowing what to do; it’s about
building a network of people who are
trained, informed, and ready to act
together.”

Training for the unexpected

Fami'g Dining&GiH Guide
Ak your favrieloca rTml:m mk:ﬁer dinesi orake-out!

Treat yourselfto a ice inner out anytime!
Restaurant gt cards make perfct hostess gfs!

(all Mkl  74-20-7308or ema mikla@sonedgepes s o avertieon s pge

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill » Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

FRIDAY 10/9 & SATURDAY 10/10

TUNA STEAK

AFTER 5:00 PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

Gift
Cards

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

’y

k HUGE
R KITCHEN
> PACKAGE ¢
> LAUNDRY
REBATES

43” Smart TV..

The workshop focused on three main
objectives:

Fostering collaboration between area
residents, CERT, and MRC members
before emergencies happen;

Reviewing critical response skills for
disaster events; and

Encouraging preparedness among
individuals and families.

Participants rotated through a series
of interactive sessions, including:

Emergency Preparedness Bingo -
A fun, prize-filled game led by Judie
O’Donnell, teaching participants about
essential items to keep on hand for
storms and power outages.

Stop the Bleed - Taught by Paul
Laitenen and Arthur Elbthal, this
crucial hands-on workshop equipped
attendees with life-saving techniques
to help injured persons before EMS
arrives.

Social Media Messaging
During Emergencies - Hosted by
the Massachusetts Emergency

Management Agency (MEMA), this ses-
sion explored how effective messaging
through social platforms can aid com-
munication during crises.

Shelter Setup and Management —
Instructed by Rich Curtis, this course
detailed the steps to open, operate, and
close a community shelter—something
that requires more than just opening
doors.

Remember the Pets — With insights
from JoAnn Griffin, this session high-
lighted the importance of including

pets in emergency plans, ensuring they
remain safe and unharmed during
disaster scenarios.

A community effort with national
impact

CERT and MRC programs are fed-
erally recognized volunteer initiatives
designed to supplement professional
responders by training local citizens in
basic disaster response. From fire safe-
ty and medical aid to shelter logistics
and emotional support, volunteers help
fill vital roles when communities are
overwhelmed.

For Bolandrina, the workshop was
a perfect reflection of the mission she
promoted at Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy and through her public ser-
vice.

“This is how we build resilient com-
munities—by coming together to learn,
practice, and prepare,” she said. “It’s
empowering to know that we have the
tools to help—not just in hospitals or
classrooms, but right here in our neigh-
borhoods.”

Looking ahead

With hurricane season and winter
storms looming, the timing of the work-
shop served as a call to action for all
residents to review their personal emer-
gency plans, check their supply Kits,
and consider how they can serve others
during times of crisis.

As Bolandrina remarked, “When we
prepare together, we respond better
together.”

+ ¢ Friday’s Child & + +

MATTRESS SALE!

Emma is a bright, artistic, and re-
silient young girl with a wonderful
sense of humor. She is kind, caring,
and energetic, with a natural ability
to connect with adults in meaningful
ways. Emma is a talented artist who
loves drawing and painting, and she
also has a passion for helping oth-
ers. She often talks about pursuing
a career in a helping profession and
has even expressed interest in the
field of biology, which she enjoys
learning about in her science class-
es. Active and adventurous, Emma

_ Age 15 likes spending time outdoors hiking,

Registration #9192 playing soccer, and shooting hoops.

She also enjoys creative hobbies such as knitting, writing, and read-
ing, which allow her to express herself and explore new ideas.

Emma

https://www.mareinc.org/child/25085695902
Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples.
As an adoptive parent, you won’'t have to pay any fees, adoption from
foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you.
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from fos-
ter care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource
Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information on the
adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can
help children and teens in foster care.

I a;\\ a;\\ a;\\ a;\\ ap

HUNDREDS OF
E-BIKES!

TELEVISIONS,
MICROWAVES &
DISHWASHERS!

e )
SAMSUNG [
|

TWIN: $199

(REGULARLY $299)

FULL: $269

(REGULARLY $499)

QUEEN: 5299

(REGULARLY $599)

\( GE DELUXE [
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

\ J

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
NDUCTION STOVE

Reg. $1299.99

‘1099~
7\ J

WASHER & DRYER

#46300 Reg. $1599.99
‘1299

\___AFTER REBATE!

FREEZER

Reg. $999.99

3799.99

—————

Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$329.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99

o
SAMSUNG TOP LOAD

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

\__AFTER REBATE! J

(" G.E.27 CU.FT. )
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99

‘ slsgg.m‘

FRIGIDAIRE ) 5CU. FT.

DISHWASHER
Reg. $399.99

‘299”
)

G.E. DELUXE
AIR FRY
GAS RANGE
Reg. $899.99

WASHER OR
CHEST DRYER
FREEZER Reg. $599.99

S 99
5189 |*489
\ J \

Regularly $599.99 (WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. F

70” Samsung 4k TV..$449.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV.
Regularly $699.99

Reg. $899.99

\ $799.99

TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR

(WHIRLPOOL | 10 CU.FT.
SIDE BY SIDE|| FREEZER

Reg. $1499.99 Reg. $459.99
Reg. $699.99

‘549~ | ‘1199 )°399*
\ J \\ J \ /

(MAYTAG DELUXE )
WASHER OR
DRYER

LG #3400

WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

‘ slagg.ssA

T.) ( FRIGIDAIRE
18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $699.99

J1 ssgs

MICROWAVE
Reg' $24999

‘199*
)

FAMOUS MAKER )
OVER THE STOVE

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

mﬁ@ % Store Hours: M

WHITCO

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

on. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm ¢ Sun: 12pm-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!
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LEGALS

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on October 22, 2025,
at 7PM on the application of Heidi
Correira.
The applicant has submitted a Request
for Determination of Applicability for
the installation of five Helical posts
associated with the construction of a
deck within 100-ft of South Charlton
Reservoir. Address: 41 Leland Drive,
Charlton, MA, 01507. Parcel ID: 73A-
A-10
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the RDA may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.
Thomas O’'Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
October 9, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on October 22, at 7PM
on the application of Brymace LLC.
The applicant has filed a Notice of
Intent for the demolition and removal
of an existing garage, re-pavement
and extension of existing driveway,
installation of a new foundation, and
the replacement of a deck and stairs.
All activities including vegetation
management will be within 200-ft
Riverfront Area. The project location
is: 6 S Sullivan Road, Charlton, MA
01507. Parcel ID: 27-C-14.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.
Thomas O’'Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
October 9, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C486CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Alexis Crimson Rabuska
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Alexis Crimson Rabuska of Stur-
bridge MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their name to:
Alexis Crimson Kenney
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 10/21/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 19, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 9, 2025

(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket No. 25 SM 001804
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO: Lisa M. O’Connor
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq)
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Sturbridge, numbered 73 Colonial
Drive, Unit No. 73 of the Sturbridge
Hills Condominium, given by Lisa M.
O’Connor to “MERS”, Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., a separate corporation that is
acting solely as nominee for Fairway
Independent Mortgage Corporation,
“Lender”; and its successors and
assigns, dated November 17, 2017,
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 58060, Page 159, and now
held by Plaintiff by assignment, has/
have filed with this court a complaint
for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer
in this court at Three Pemberton
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or
before 11/03/2025 or you may lose the
opportunity to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of noncompliance
with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on 9/25/2025
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
October 9, 2025

TOWN OF CHARLTON
INVITATION FOR BIDS
WINTER WASHED SAND
Bid packages for Winter Washed Sand
will be available on October 6, 2025,
and must be obtained from the Office
of the Town Administrator prior to the
submission of the bid. To obtain a
copy of the bid package, contact the
Office of the Town Administrator either
by email: mary.devlin @townofcharlton.
net, phone: (508) 248-2206, or pick
up at the Town Administrator’s Office,
Charlton Municipal Offices, 37 Main

Street, Charlton, MA 01507.

Sealed bids appropriately marked
“Winter Washed Sand Bid” will be
received, publicly opened and read
aloud in Meeting Room 1, Charlton
Municipal Offices, 37 Main Street,
Charlton, MA 01507 on Thursday,
October 23, 2025, after the bid closes
at 1:00 p.m.

The Town Administrator in his capacity
as Chief Procurement Officer reserves
the right to waive any minor informality
in the bids and reject any or all bids
and to make awards in a manner
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Town.October 2, 2025

October 9, 2025

In accordance with the Wetlands
Protection Act, Chapter 131, Sec
40, a public hearing by the Holland
Conservation Commission will be held
on Tuesday 10/28/2025 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Conservation Commission Room,
second floor, in the Holland Town Hall,
27 Sturbridge Road, Holland, MA. This
meeting is to review a Notice of Intent
(NQI) filed by David Bauchiero Jr. for
removal of 100 cubic yards or less
from the edge of lake at drawdown at
46 Over The Top Road (Map R14-A-1).
To comply with the Open Meeting Law,
all public hearings are scheduled for
6:30 PM and, barring unforeseen cir-
cumstances, will be taken in the order
in which they appear on the agenda.
This meeting will be held in person and
virtual; for virtual meeting login infor-
mation contact Holland Conservation

at conservation @hollandma.org or call
(413) 245-7108 x114.

Conservation Commission

Town of Holland

October 9, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. W025C0483CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Wilson Michael Swasey
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Wilson Michael Swasey of South-
bridge MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their name to:
Inara Sky Scarlet

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10 a.m. on the re-
turn day of 10/21/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you object to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 18, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 9, 2025

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to Mass General Laws Chap-
ter | 05A, the contents of the following
space:
H41 (Joseph Lemay) located at 25
Brimfield Road, Holland, MA will be
sold to satisfy the owners lien of Stor-
age Plus. Sale date is October 28,
2025 @2:00 PM, Inspection between |
:30 PM and 2:00 PM on October 28,
2025. Sealed bids must be hand deliv-
ered by 2:00 PM on October 28, 2025.
All goods must be purchased with cash
as is, and must be removed within 48
hours of sale. Owner has the right to
bid to protect his lien and to withdraw
any unit upon settlement by the obligat-
ed party up for sale. For further infor-
mation call ( 413)245-4388.
October 9, 2025
October 16, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on October 22, at 7PM
on the application of Frank Zappulla.
The applicant has filed a Notice of
Intent for the construction of a retaining
wall within 100-ft of Glen Echo Lake.
The project location is: 78 Glen Echo
Shore Road, Charlton, MA 01507.
Parcel ID: 12B-A-44.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission
October 9, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold a
public hearing on October 22, at 7PM
on the application of Frank Zappulla.
The applicant has filed a Notice of

Intent for the construction of a retaining
wall within 100-ft of Glen Echo Lake.
The project location is: 78 Glen Echo
Shore Road, Charlton, MA 01507.
Parcel ID: 12B-A-44.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.

Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.

Thomas O’Malley

Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

October 9, 2025

Public Notice
Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection
Division of Wetlands and
Waterways
MassDEP Boston Office
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Boston, MA 02114

Pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 1341 and M.G.L.
c.21 §§ 26 -53, notice is given of a 401
Water Quality Certification application
for work in Waters of the US associated
with the proposed replacement of two
existing bridges in the Town of South-
bridge, MA, by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation - Highway
Division, Ten Park Plaza, Room 7360,
Boston, MA 02116. This project will re-
place the Mill Street bridges over McK-
instry Brook
(Bridge #S-21-009) and over the
Quinebaug River (#S-21-003) (the
Project) with new Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) compliant bridges.
The bridges serve as an important
transportation connection within South-
bridge and currently lack suitable ADA
compliant features. Additional informa-
tion may be obtained from the Massa-
chusetts Department of Transportation
- Highway Division at the above ad-
dress, Attention Courtney Walker or by
emailing
Courtney.L.Walker@dot.state.ma.us.
Written comments should be sent
to MassDEP Wetlands Program, At-
tention Heidi Davis, 100 Cambridge
Street, Suite 900, Boston, MA 02114 or
heidi.davis@mass.gov within 21 days
of this notice.
Any group of ten persons, any ag-
grieved person, or any governmental
body or private organization with a
mandate to protect the environment
who submits written comments may
appeal the Department’s Certification.
Failure to submit written comments
before the end of the public comment
period may result in the waiver of any
right to an adjudicatory hearing.
October 9, 2025

CHARLTON CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland
Protection Act of the General Laws of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton
Conservation Commission will hold
a public hearing on October 22, at
7PM on the application of Wayne and
Patricia Fitchett.
The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent
for the construction of tiered retaining
walls with steps and landscaping site
improvements on the bank of Glen
Echo Lake. The project location is: 211
Sunset Drive, Charlton, MA 01507.
Parcel ID: 12A-D-12.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton
Conservation Commission will be
conducted in person and via remote
means. Members of the public who
wish to participate can access the
meeting remotely by request.
Copies of the NOI may be examined at
the Conservation Office by appointment
during business hours.
Thomas O’'Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation
Commission

October 9, 2025

For Legal Advertising Information
Call 508-909-4127
email:legals@
stonebridge press.news
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Community
Connection

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]

Call 508 304 7816 ¢ jdrainman714@aol.com

Embromle
SI’JGFW

We're here to service all of your

needs, jobs big and small!

heat transfer and embroidery *¥$

@l ellumbeRCo=Inc:
Building Materials & Supplies A

Lumber © Insulation ® Mouldings
Drywall ¢ Ceilings ® Flooring
Hardware ® Cements ® Siding ® Roofing
Windows ® Doors ® Concrete Block

- Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn ® Dimension Lumber
Boards ® Timbers ® Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

V(O 1 JEWeLERS

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ HHE

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * FAx: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS'

Got Space?

we do.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

‘Cowmice JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Prdpane

508 248- 9797
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

Owned and operated by the

Cormier family since 1947.

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL  PROPANE PRICE PER GAL Tanks Fi||ed
. = 5 1511 J— $5.70 300-500...00000000e $2.55 )
Free |ewe|ry inspection! 50-75 $3.40 500 PLUS...........$2.40 t; ?M
q q 75150 crerseee $3.05 Duel FUl ..oooovee $3.75 river
Jewelry repairs on-site! 150-300......$2.75 Drop off Tanks....§3.00 Discretion

Custom jewelry design!
Jewelry appraisals!
We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

Sunday price 10/5/25 was 32.99 per gallon*
100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“Gall Us First!” ﬂ,ﬁ;
od

*prices subject to change

Call or Text (508)764-7415 e o
For v lones
00 wardad jones
AdVthISIng Member SIPC
Information Retirement happens whether you're ready

or not. Ready is better.
Let's review your strategy.

Call
774-200-7308

Trevor Nielsen
Financial Advisor

email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
DIOSSIIRWS e

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org
Fmd Us on Socml Medla  £KO]

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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CHARLTON

continued from page Al

The third bylaw
change is a replacement
the town bylaw regard-
ing Thistoric districts.
The changes include
alterations to a large se-
lection of subsections in-
cluding the definition of
the district, the powers
and duties of the Histor-
ic District Commission,
applicant reviews, and
rules regarding pro-
posed altercations to his-
toric properties and sub-
sequent exclusions. The
proposed changes are
supported by the Histor-
ic District Commission
and the Select Board.

A new proposal near
the end of the warrant
comes from Fire Chief
Rob Barton seeking to ac-
cept a pair of provisions
of Massachusetts Gener-
al Law pertaining to fire-
fighter compensations.
These would allow per-
manent, intermittent,
and call firefighters to be
credited with full-time
service for the purpose of
calculating retirement
benefits.

A proposal from the
Planning Board and the
Department of Public
Works seeks to accepting
Hyde Road and Downey
Lane as public ways.
This is part of a subdivi-
sion project off of Ham-
mond Hill Road.

Finally, two different,
identically worded arti-
cles pertaining to town
administrative build-
ings. Both articles, one
sponsored by the Select
Board and another as a
citizens petition, seek to
exempt town administra-
tive buildings or offices,
or in the case of the cit-
izens petition town mu-
nicipal administrative
buildings and property,
from being defined as
“prohibited areas” re-
garding the possession of
firearms in accordance
with Massachusetts Gen-
eral Law.

The full warrant for
the fall special town
meeting has been made
available through the
Town Clerk’s office ei-
ther physically or on the
Clerk’s page on the Town
of Charlton Web site.

WILSON

continued from page Al

statement. “The Dud-
ley-Charlton = Regional
School District Admin-
istration has been ful-
ly cooperative during
this investigation. We
encourage parents and
guardians to speak with
their children and to

contact our department
directly with any ques-
tions or concerns.”
While our correspon-
dent was unable to con-
tact school administra-
tion for this story, the
incident does not appear
to have involved any stu-
dents that Wilson taught
locally. The case remains
an active investigation
according to authorities.

MASONS

continued from page Al

Master Masons. General
Salem Towne was an ac-
tive and zealous Mason
whoreflected honor upon
his native town with his
ability and learning.
Master Masons from all
around the community,
would travel to the Gen-
eral Salem Towne house
for these meetings. The
Towne family was very
prominent in the com-
munity at this time.

Major General Sa-
lem Towne house was
built in 1796 in Charl-
ton. In 1952, the Wells
family of Southbridge,
who owned the Ameri-
can Optical Company in
Southbridge, purchased
the Salem Towne House.
They then proceeded to
move the building to Old
Sturbridge Village (OSV)
in Sturbridge Mass. Af-
ter moving the building,

it underwent some major
historical renovations.
This beautiful histor-
ic house sits in front of
the OSV common where
hundreds of visitors go
to visit this museum de-
picting the lifestyle of
living during that time.
The Salem Towne House
at Old Sturbridge Village
is the “crown jewel” and
centerpiece of the town
common.

The brethren that at-
tended witnessed this an-
cient merger ceremony.
Afterwards a delicious
luncheon was served by
the Webster Masonic
Lodge and the Quinebaug
Masonic Lodge members
who are now proud to be
called the “Major Gener-
al Salem Towne Lodge”.
If you would like more
information about Free-
masonry and to find a
lodge nearest you, vis-
it our website at www.
massfreemasonry.org

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

174-200-7308

LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES

BROOKFIELD OXFORD

Brookfield Ecumen- Oxford Ecumenical Food SPENCER- EAST BROOK-

ical Food Pantry Shelf FIELD -

St. Mary’s Church Oxford Community Center ~ RESIDENTS ONLY

4 Howard Street, 4 Maple Road Mary Queen of the Rosary

Brookfield, MA 01506 Oxford, MA 01540 Food Pantry

Distribution: Wednesday 9:30  Distribution: Thursday 4:30 60 Maple St, Spencer, MA

AM-11 AM: PM - 6:30 PM 01562

Saturday 9:30 AM-11AM Distribution: Thursday 10
ROCHDALE AM-12 Noon

CHARLTON The Lord’s Cupboard Food

Chip - In Food Pantry Pantry STURBRIDGE

McKinstry Building Greenville Baptist Church Saint Vincent de Paul Society

37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 674 Pleasant St. Food Pantry,

01507 Rochdale, MA Located in the St. Anne

Distribution: 3rd Saturday 9 Distribution: Every Monday = Church basement,

AM-12 Noon from 12:00 - 2:00 p.m. Open 16 Church Street, Fiskdale,
to everyone. MA 01518

St. Joseph's Church, Charlton Stocked by donations

Tuesday 6:30-7:30 p.m. SOUTHBRIDGE Contact: 508-347-6398

Wednesday 9-11 a.m. Saint Vincent de Paul Society

Everyone is welcome. Food Pantry, WEBSTER
Located in the St. Anne Webster-Dudley Food Share

LEICESTER Church basement, 4 Church St #2

Leicester Food Pantry 16 Church Street, Fiskdale, Webster, MA 0570

St. Joseph-St. Pius X Parish ~ MA 01518 Distribution: Tuesday and

759 Main Street, Leicester, Stocked by donations Thursday from 8:30 -11:00

MA 01524 Contact: 508-347-6398 am. Open to Webster and

Distribution: Tuesday 5 PM-7 Dudley residents.

PM St. John Paul IT Food Pantry  Please call ahead: 508-943-
279 Hamilton St, Southbridge, 9171

NORTH BROOKFIELD MA 01550

St. Josephs Food Pantry (508) 765-3701 WEST BROOKFIELD

Located in the church hall Distribution: Tuesday 3-5 pm, Sharing Cupboard Food Pan-

at 296 North Main St. North ~ Wednesday 9-11 am try

Brookfield First Congregational Church

Distribution is the 1st Thurs- ~ Southbridge Food Share 36 North Main Street,

day of the month from 5:00- ~ Located at Holy Trinity Epis-  W.Bookfield, MA 01585

6:30PM copal Church, lower level Distribution: Wednesday 10

the 3rd Thursday of the 446 Hamilton St, AM-11:30 AM Thursday 7

month from 12 Noon-1:15PM  Southbridge, MA 01550 PM- 8 PM

Any questions should be di- ~ Email:

rected to the Rectory office Southbridgefoodshare.org@

508 867-6469. gmail.com

St. Joseph's Food Pantryisa ~ Phone: 508-764-6583

community partner affiliated Open Monday, Wednesday,

with the Worcester County ~ and Friday, from 10:00 am

Food Bank.

to11:15 am.

Place your ad‘today!

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’

experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

Sell for $80.00 each.

(2 - 3 thousand miles)
Firestone Winterforce LT tires.
Size, LT225/75 R16

John (508)596-8065

=
FOSTER | Iairat N 4 ALMOST NEW
WANTED: WANTED: WINTER SNOW TIRES

(40,000 mile
tread life)

N—

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

\
Email Us

fews(@
stonebridgepress.news /S5

AN

A—
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REAL ESTAT

hopeZown.com Featuned HNew Listing ()

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570

508.943.4333

.'/_\’
Stanon Pelletier - Owaner Broboern
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want o
Your Listings! Biioa

DUDLEY - 13 OXFORD AVE ( §<

2 -FAMILY offers 2,354 SF of living area! 2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacmus
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful grand front entry foyer with the charm of
yesteryear! double French doors & other unique features. Plenty of Natural
| light that flows into these apartments! 2nd fir apt has a private enclosed rear

. entry with it's own outside covered porch. Updates were done to electric & roof
— to accommodate Solar Panels. Property was family occupied

YN

3502 Rilldeen Toland
PANORAMIG VIEWS'

s

sandy beach, professional landscaping. Many updates.

WEBSTER LAKE
TERFRONT LISTING!

Ready for your year round enjoyment. 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Open floor plan. Garage w/
enclosed entry to mudroom. Oopen living room with spectacular views! 2 bedrooms - 3/4
bath, on main level. Central air. Lower level, additional 2 bedrooms, bath, bonus family room,
summer kitchen! Boathouse! 51 of sandy beachfront!

I._, nm.uuln.iﬁ I"Il”lll”|

| | |

B FETER AR S o i
i | l :

Renovated + move-in ready lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq ft. Open kitchen/dining/living w/cathe-

dral ceilings + wall of windows. Primary suite w/private bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 2nd Full bath.
Lower level family room w/walkout to water. Wraparound deck, new vinyl railings, terraced yard,

$799,900

(1) >(\

H:h""-?#

ey =

CREL

"| "‘ll

1] (L]

BRIV T LU T ,n

NEW PRICE $1,050,

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT ( _

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! ** THE VILLA'S at SNUG HAR
BOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built
THIS 4000+/- SF w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - -
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular
Seasons! Its more than a home - it a Life Style!

whatever Floats Your

Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! T $415,000.
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier
Webston Lake — (Y Suug Farbor Yella) (1) WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD

. NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style
- Home! Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Web-
| ster Lake w/Access at Lakeside Beach/
Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 Homes being built at
this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- of Living Area,
7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceilings.
Wood Flooring Throughout w/Ceramic
Tile Floors in the Baths. Spacious Main BR
Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Private Full Bathr,
Double-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout
w/Slider. Basement-rough plumbed Cen-
tral AC! Garage. $649,900.

C’ ) WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD <

» Hip Roof ranch! Move In Ready. (
» Updated Kitchen. Formal Dining i
Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great

1 Rm. 3+ BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.
ardwood floors. Fireplace.Quality Ow-
ens-Corning finished basement sys-
=— tem. 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath,
~ kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator.
- Morton Barn Style Garage .39 acre
$435,000

e
%

000

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

_. Wehster Lake Waterfront - 317 Bayview!!

Webster Lake - 53 Colonial Rd

WEBSTER  LAKE

WATERFRONT!
jUST ~ SIMPLY
AN INCREDIBLE
OPPORTUNITY!
OVER 31,000 SQ
FT OF LAND! Sum-

Webster Lake Waterfront
8 Long Island

Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique Island Cot-
tage, with Rare Boat House Included! Extremely Unique, Clean
w2 & Well Maintained, Modern

4 Conveniences w/the Charm of

1 Yester-Year! 1,240 SF 6 Rms,

=\ 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood

Floors! Fireplace w/Wood Pellet

- AStove, Wrap-Around Screened

Panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+
Beds, 2 full baths, 2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37 Acres!
Sandy Waterfront!

= Porch, Lg Outbuilding w/Full
Bath/éhower/Laundrk/N Work-
... shop. Patio! Town Wtr/Swr +
= Private Well for 0utdoor &/or
“ Off-Season Water Use! 14,300
5 SF+/- Level Lot w/A05+ of
Shoreline. $595,000

! mer Cottage on
9482 SF of land..
assisted sale
$1,199,900

$1,100,000

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc.... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
[R,;s Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y
) ) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision . 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Licensed in MA & CT

WORCESTER-MULTI FAMILY

Al

*3 Bay Garage
*Pride of Ownership
with this Property

~*5 Rooms * 2 Bedroom

lower level
*Greendale
Neighborhood
Close to major high-
ways, universities, res-
taurant sand shopping

15 Ericsson St. $740,000

DUDLEY- $5000 BUYER INCENTIVE!

Pe .um

*3 Bedroom *Hardwood Floors Throughout
*Every Efficient Construction *Gas Heat
*Central/Gas Fireplace *2 Wooded Private acres

128 Old Southbridge Rd $745,000

LAND! LAND!

LAND!
30+ Acres

LEICESTER-
Ranch

Southbridge/Dudley o

753 Frontage Ideal
to Subdivide.
Enjoy recreational
lot or build your
Private Dream Home

*1/2 acre lot
*Open floor plan
*2 Car Garage
*Vinyl Sided
2 Victor Ave $444,900

WORCESTER-

ATTACHED SINGLE FAMILY
* No HOA fees
*3 Bedroom
*1.5 Baths
:1:::&. ]:‘1248 sq. ft.
“ == Living Room
~  *Granite
~ Counters,
-~ Stainless Steel
Appliances

o AL} IHITI
(] L L

7 Lorraine Rd. $419,900

ERA Key Realty

SERVICES

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net
OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER
SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEARAFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

> SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME 5
g ERA HALL OF FAME - g

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callenl995@col com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

When
Experience
and

¥ Commitment

Matter

Mary Vigliatura StolarczyRk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

I// Come R F;HA;\\I
\ ' iston /
\\‘j‘_

508.612.1382
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak
CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669
774-230-5044

*Fireplace
L $649,900
#1119 ReMax Vision ol
- 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = mis|

COMING SOON!

CHARLTON 52'x28' Split on 1.4 Acres
*Fantastic Location
*Established Subdivision
*Finished Lower Level Family Room
*Central Air, Central Vac

CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT|

Malke the
move/’

Find the bomes

of your
neighborhbood
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A journey of heart: From Kenya to care

CHARLTON — For
Michael Mutunga
Wairimu, nursing is more
than a job—it’'s a vow
to serve humanity at its
most vulnerable. His path
into the profession wasn’t
linear, nor easy, but it was
intentional. Rooted in
empathy, resilience, and
an unwavering belief in
people, Michael’s jour-
ney has taken him from
classrooms in Kenya
to nursing homes in
Massachusetts—always
with a focus on healing,
hope, and heart. “My
nursing journey was
a commitment to the
most profound parts of
the human experience,”
says Wairimu. “We meet
people where they are, in
pain, in fear, sometimes
even at the end. That con-
nection—that trust—is
sacred.”

Wairimu’s passion for
caregiving emerged at an
early age. After complet-
ing his education at Moi
Ndeffo Secondary School,
he pursued a Diploma in
Psychological Counseling
at Kenya Psychological
Counselling College, fol-
lowed by a Certificate in
Computer Literacy from
Egerton University. With
a solid foundation in both
emotional and practical
care, he emigrated to
the U.S., where he quick-
ly immersed himself in
community service and
healthcare roles.

Nursing education &
growth in Massachusetts

Wairimu graduated in
June 2024 from the Bay
Path Practical Nursing
Academy in Charlton,
with a Certificate in
Practical Nursing. He
also earned certifications

A global beginning in Mental Health First

Originally from Kenya, Aid Dementia Training,

and BLS/

____NOw OPEN ey

First

SEola, Aid—cre-

& }?/ % dentials

w that show-

o () o | APPLES case his

TS commit-

ment to

PICK

care and

Yo U R continued
growth.

“The

OWN strengths

of Bay

Visit The Farm For: P ath

. Practical

* Just Baked Pies Nursing

* Cider Donuts e Cheese Academy

were the

learning

environ-

ment and

the pro-

. fessors,”

T T ey Wairimu

Open 10am, - 6pm reflects.

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs “T h e

school was well-equipped,
and the faculty had great
knowledge. They were
there for us—not just as
instructors, but as men-
tors.”

Among those mentors
were Dr. Ana Olivar, who
instilled high standards
(always do your best), and
Dr. Adelina Healy, whom
Wairimu describes as an
“angel” in his academic
journey. “She told me,
‘You will make a good
nurse in the future.’” And
she meant it. They took
me under their wings and
modeled true profession-
alism.”

WairimualsocreditsDr.
Gretheline Bolandrina,
whose motivational
words and tireless dedi-
cation to students left a
lasting impact: “Thank
you for always support-
ing us and sharing our
little winnings.”

Clinical rotations &
real-world training

Wairimu’s clinical
experiences strength-
ened both his tech-
nical skills and emo-
tional intelligence. As
a Student Nurse at
Quaboag Rehabilitation
Center (April 2024
- June 2024) and
Holden Rehabilitation
Center (January 2024 —
April 2024). He adminis-
tered medications, mon-
itored vitals, assisted
with activities of daily
living, and collaborated
with healthcare teams.
He worked under close
supervision to sharpen
his judgment, profession-
alism, and bedside man-
ner.

Professional experi-
ence & dedication to care
Wairimu has worked
in various healthcare
settings, including

308 4

LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE
CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website |
or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
B08LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK! pusic

BINGO
EVERY
THURSDAY
7709

10/10 Jonny Taylor

10/17 Fender Road
Get your tickets for the
Comedy Show on 11/22/2025

Check outour \ AL

Fall Menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter

We are in the process of sellmg
out some of current stock to
make room for new Fall Models. |8
Because of this, we are offering
savings throughout the store!

Special Savings On
% Bedrooms
% Living Rooms

¢ Recliners
% Qccasional Pieces
» Entertainment Centers

Sealy Mattresses

Some items are one of a kind floor samples. *No orders will be taken on these items.
Floor Sample Clearance items are sold on a first come first serve basis.

0% INTEREST - FOR 1 FULL YEAR!

www.sundeenfurnitureinc.com

Sundeen Furniture

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE, MA
508-234-8777 & =9

FREE DELIVERY & FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE
M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

Westside House Nursing
Home (LPN, September
2025 — Present), admin-
istering medications,
recording vitals, and
providing compas-
sionate bedside care.
Jewish Healthcare
Center (LPN, July
2024 — September 2024)
Supporting  patients

with mobility, medi-
cations, and recovery.
Venture Community
Services (Direct
Care Worker, March
2022 -  September
2025): Teaching life

skills, providing gener-
al care, and supporting
emotional well-being.
Open Sky Community
Services (Direct Care
Worker, July 2022 — June
2023) Supporting indi-
viduals in group homes
through meal prep,
appointments, and daily
activities.

He shared, “What
makes a good caregiver
isn’t just the tasks. Its
presence, patience, and
persistence. You must
listen—not just to symp-
toms, but to people.”

Emotional challenges
and hard-won resilience

Wairimu speaks open-
ly about the emotion-
al toll of nursing—the
exhaustion, the burnout,
the struggle to not carry
work home and still be
present for his family.

“There were times of
deep self-doubt,” he says.
“I had to fight burnout
and learn that asking for
help isn’t a weakness. It’s
how we survive.”

His greatest person-
al success? “Resilience.
I survived the toughest
days and emerged a stron-
ger, more skilled, more
compassionate nurse.”

Fatherhood, faith &
fuel for the future

7

Now a proud father to
Ella, his seven-month-old
daughter;, Wairimu finds
renewed purpose in bal-
ancing work and family.

“She’s my biggest inspi-
ration,” he says. “When I
look at her, I'm reminded
of why I work so hard.
Every shift, every sleep-
less night—I'm doing it
for her.”

He also draws daily
motivation from the
patients he serves—peo-
ple who, despite their
pain or limitations, teach
him about courage.

The road ahead: A pru-
dent nurse

For Wairimu, the
NCLEX-PN was a tough
battle, but he remained
undeterred.
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All
Major
Brands
Sales &
Service

¥ DAVE'S
APPLIANCE Inc.

NEW & USED APPLIANCES
N

B
508-867-3122 €
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com e

42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 e Fri 9-5 » Sat 10-3

Whirlpool

Michael Mutunga Wairimu

“I did not give up. I
worked hard on my weak-
nesses, and I passed,” he
said.

A MassHire
Recipient, active vol-
unteer in communi-
ty clinics and school
screenings (Charlton BP
Clinic, Shepherd Hill
BP Screening, Charlton
Middle School), Wairimu
continues to serve and
inspire those around
him.

He closes, “This isn’t
just a job. It’s a life of
service. If you lead with
compassion, stay teach-
able, and never stop fight-
ing for your purpose—
you’ll always be on the
right path.”

Grant
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© Cancer Awaren®®> Monzy
ast La

Il Women
Ages 40 Through 74

at average risk for
breast cancer should

Get a Mammogram -
Every Other Year %

according to US. Preventive
Services Task Force

2024 guidelines.

Lisa Caron Real Estate

Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, G2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA 01506

Cell : 508-341-8299

Search Homes Instantly: http:/www.lisacaron.com




