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Kate and Madelyn Taylor of Brooklyn show off their harvest during Sunflowers for Kids.

Sunflowers for Kids

marks 20th

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

POMFRET — United Services of
Connecticut celebrated a major mile-
stone for one of its most popular annu-
al fundraising events on Aug. 31 with
the 20th annual Sunflower for Kids in
Pomfret.

As the name implies, the day allows
visitors to pick sunflowers with the pro-

Thompson Historical Society to dedicate

ceeds from the harvest helping United
Services in its mission to enhance com-
munity health and happiness. Lapsley
Orchard has long been the home of this
colorful community gathering which
also serves as a welcome for the fall
season for many in the region. Now two
decades strong, the event is always a
highlight of United Services’ calendar
as they bring together local organiza-
tions and their own staff to educate

aAnniversary

visitors about their programs.

Cherie Poirier, Director of
Development and Communications for
United Services of Connecticut, called
the twenty-year anniversary a special
time for all offering a colorful and fun
morning and afternoon for guests as
United Services seeks to spread aware-
ness of their programs. She also thanked
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memorial plaque for Andrew Mamedoff

THOMPSON — The
Thompson Historical Society
will dedicate a memorial
plaque in honor of Andrew
Mamedoff Saturday, Sept. 13
at 11 a.m. at 270 County Home
Rd., Thompson (Route 21).

Join us for the dedication
of this special memorial with
visiting dignitaries from the
British government. Please
carpool if possible due to
limited parking. Program

begins at 1lsharp at the site
for approximately 30 minutes.
Refreshments and a light lun-
cheon following at a nearby
location, along with a presenta-
tion by THS President Joseph
Tamartino. The Remembrance
Team will also share proj-
ect details on their work, as
Thompson is just one of sever-
al stops on their tour.

Who is Andrew Mamedoff,
why is he worthy of a special

memorial and what’s the sig-
nificance of its location?

Andy was born in 1911,
grew up in Thompson and
died in service to the British
Commonwealth as a Royal Air
Force pilot on Oct. 8, 1941 - two
months before the US joined
the war. Andy’s service and
sacrifice was a unique and dis-
tinguished path. He made his
way to Canada, then to Britain
via a few other countries to fly

for them after the collapse of
three countries by Germany’s
force. He died in a plane crash
near the Isle of Man and is bur-
ied in Brookwood Cemetery,
Surry UK.

The site of the memorial
plaque is Andy’s childhood
home, and at one time the
Russian Bear Tea House. To
some, that may be an odd name
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Local songwriters to perform fundraising

concert for music school at new brewery

Mark Mandeville and Raianne Richards

NORTH GROSVENORDALE — Sunday, Sept. 14 at 7 p.m., join
us for a night of original songwriting, storytelling and great
harmonies with multi-instrumentalists Mark Mandeville and
Raianne Richards! Presenting a listening room/house concert
style concert at Triple Raven Brewing in North Grosvenordale.

Prepare to be up close with the artists and hear every word and
note! This concert is a fundraiser to directly benefit Blackstone
Valley Music and Performing Arts Collaborative (a new 501(c)3
non-profit organization formed by Mark and Raianne in 2024)
and will help support ongoing programs like rock band camp,
student orchestra and community coffeehouse and also help to
create a new musical theater program! Tickets are $25 and must
be purchased in advance. Seating is limited! More info and to
buy tickets visit markandraianne.com/concerts or Follow them
on social media @markandraianne

Little by little, you will get to know Mark Mandeville &
Raianne Richards through their unmistakable vocal harmo-
nies, poetic lyrics and down-to-earth personae. These prolific
songwriters from central Massachusetts have recorded four
eponymous studio albums in addition to thirteen live releases,
touring regularly across the US and Canada.

Their song lyrics reflect personal experiences as factory
workers, teachers, and natives of New England’s post-industrial
mill towns as well as address timeless quandaries of the human
condition head on - themes of love, loss, desire and purpose.
Having toured for over 20 years, Mandeville and Richards have
mastered the art of folk music performance, cleverly weaving
together stories and songs, seamlessly balancing serious sub-
jects with humorous commentary. Concert goers will leave feel-
ing a bit more human, as if they have experienced something
genuine.

Accompanying themselves on guitar, mandolin, harmonica,
ukulele, penny whistle, tenor guitar and clarinet, their live
performances are musically captivating and skillfully blend a
broad variety of influences from across folk music genres.

BVMPAC (Blackstone Valley Music and Performing Arts
Collaborative) was formed in 2024 by Mark Mandeville and
Raianne Richards to assume operations of Blackstone Valley
Music in Uxbridge, MA and to continue to provide affordable
and accessible individualized music lessons and performing
arts education to the community, offering a wide variety of
opportunities for students to showcase their abilities through
live performance. BVMPAC strives to expand arts education
to children, adults and senior citizens in our region, provide
stable employment for music educators, and build community
through a variety of live public performances. Current pro-
grams aside from lessons include the student orchestra, rock
band camp, a monthly community coffeehouse and hopefully
this year musical theater!

Triple Raven Brewing is a small family owned nano brewery
focused on great beer! Usually three to five rotating drafts, plus
hard cider and wines from Taylor Brook along with NA beers
and moctails. BYO food. Mark and Raianne love the cozy pub-
like atmosphere and are part of the Mug Club!

Killingly
officials

complaints
near school

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — Killingly
town officials have responded
to complaints regarding politi-
cal signage on private property
near one of the town’s schools
that concerned citizens feel
contains language and content
inappropriate for children.

The Killingly Police
Department, Town Manager’s
Office, and Planning & Zoning
Department released a joint
statement on Aug. 28 address-
ing several complaints issued
to these offices about signs
referencing political figures
in connection to the Jeffrey
Epstein scandal, one of many
controversies that have domi-
nated the national political con-
versation in 2025. According
to the release, the complaints
allege the signs contain “offen-
sive, vulgar,” imagery and lan-
guage “touching on sensitive
topics.” Killingly officials have
made it clear they will not be
seeking the removal of these
signs as they are on private
property and protected by free
speech and did not directly
identify the property where the
sign is located or which school
is nearby.

“We acknowledge the con-
cerns raised by residents, par-
ticularly given the sign’s loca-
tion near public schools, and
share the community’s interest
in maintaining respectful pub-
lic discourse. However, after
thorough review, we must clar-
ify that the content of the sign
is protected speech under the
First Amendment of the United
States Constitution. The First
Amendment guarantees the
right to free expression, includ-
ing political speech, even when
it is controversial or offensive
to some,” officials stated in
their release.

Instances of vulgar or aggres-
sive political messaging have
become commonplace over the
last decade during the admin-
istrations of Donald Trump
and Joe Biden, with those for
or against either president
embracing questionable lan-
guage and occasionally visu-
al art containing what others
may deem inappropriate con-
tent for a public setting. These
have taken the form of yard
signs, clothing, bumper stick-
ers and other usually public
forms of expression. With this
most recent sign, the Epstein
case was a factor in the pre-
sentation which involved the
late Jeffrey Epstein, who was
charged with sex trafficking
and whose extensive social cir-
cle has caused many to question
what politicians from either
side of the aisle may have been
involved. The fact that the sign
is nearby a school also gives it
an added point of contention,
as it could potentially expose
children to questionable lan-
guage or topics.

However, the town’s press
release clarifies that local
authorities can only police the
size, placement, safety, or any
zoning ordinance regarding
signs and that they are lim-
ited in how they enforce con-
tent. The sign in question falls
within the content-neutral reg-
ulations of the town and can-
not be forcefully removed by
local authorities as it would
be perceived as a violation of
Constitutional rights. Officials
have encouraged citizens to
engage in “constructive dia-
logue” to address their differ-
ence in opinions regarding the
sign’s visibility to students.

“The Killingly Police
Department and Zoning
Department remain commit-
ted to upholding the safety and
rights of all individuals, includ-
ing the right to free speech,
while maintaining public order
in our community. We will con-
tinue to monitor the situation
and any developments that
occur related to the same,” offi-
cials concluded.
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THOMPSON — John L.
Bell, Sr. of Pompeo Road
has been selected by the
nominating committee to
be recognized and hon-
ored as the September
2025 Town of Thompson
Veteran of the Month.

Iran Hostage War era
veteran Petty Officer
John Bell, Sr. enlisted in
the United States Navy
in 1976, and received his
honorable discharge in
1982. His initial four-
year enlistment was
extended for 24 months
in March 1980 at the
request and convenience
of the United Stated
Government. Petty
Officer Bell completed
his basic training at the
Orlando Training Center
in Orlando Florida,

Fobn Bell, Sr. named
Thompson’s Veteran of the Month

and subsequently was
deployed to the Great
Lakes Training Facility
in Illinois for advanced
weapons direction and
equipment training. He
was separated from his
Military assignments
from the Naval Station in
Norfolk Virginia.

After completion of
his training in Illinois,
Petty Officer Bell was
subsequently assigned to
the USS Barney Guided
Missile Destroyer DDG6
to begin a four-and a
half year deployment
that essentially sailed
him around the world.
Petty Officer Bell was in
Bander Abbas, Iran when
the Shah was in power
and during the Iran
Hostage Crisis. Other

operational deployments
included an extend-
ed tour of duty to the
Mediterranean/Indian
Ocean as part of an assis-
tant divisional Leading
Petty Officer respon-
sible for assignment of
personnel to essential
working parties, assign-
ment of compartment
and passageways and
mustering the Division
at Quarters. Additional
collateral duties included
divisional technical pub-
lications custodian, and
duty section master at
arms, standing watches
at Anti Submarine rock-
et ASROC roving patrols
both import and under-
way and completing
qualifications as import
Officer on Deck. Petty

Officer Bell was

VILLAGER ALMANAC

At CT AUDUBON

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust proper-
ties for the week of Aug. 25: Black and White Warbler,
American Redstart, Black-throated Green Warbler,
Red-eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo,
Wood Thrush, Red-shouldered Hawk, Bobolink, Eastern
Meadowlark, Nothern Harrier, Catbird, Barred Owl,

Pileated Woodpecker, Common Yellowthroat.

part of a main-
tenance in MK
74 Tatar Missile
Systems Weapons.
Among the
numerous ports
of call during
this deployment
were Israel, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain,
and Oman. Other
deployments took
Petty Officer Bell
to Gitmo, Cuba,
Greece, Djibouti,
the Sudan, Kenya,
Naples Italy and

other remote ports

of call. As part of

his obligation and
responsibilities at

Sea, Petty Officer
Bell trained for the
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66 67
CLUES ACROSS
1. Fairly large

6. Barrels per day (abbr.)

9. Cover the entirety of

13. Leafy appetizer

14. Showy ornament

15. Norse personification of old age
16. Athletes

17. Closes tightly

18. Attack via hurling items

19. Where the reserves stand

21. Sword

22, Begat

23. Damage another’s reputation
24. Northeast

25. Turf

28. For each

29. Hours (Spanish)

31. Western state

33. One who offers help

36. Flanks

38. A woolen cap of Scottish origin

funding.

39. Free from drink or drugs

41. Tunnels

44, Mature

45. More dried-up

46. News organization

48. Steal something

49. Forms one’s public persona
(abbr.)

51. Female fish eggs

52. Small petrel of southern seas
54. Edible starches

56. Historical

60. In a place to sleep

61. Horse grooms

62. Oft-Broadway theater award
63. Chinese dynasty
64. Resembling a wing

65. Small projection on a bird’s wing

66. Of the Isle of Man
67. Derived unit of force (abbr.)
68. Plate for Eucharist

ings.

nuclear weapons securi-
ty force, which includ-
ed application of dead-
ly force, and overview
on the operation and
instruction in the use of
the FZ alarm and Duress
System.

The Senior Officer W.
L. Mcdow, LCDR, of the
United States Navy stat-
ed that Petty Officer Bell
was a highly capable and
conscientioustechnician.
His stamina, technical
expertise and leadership
capabilities were thor-
oughly tested in the high-
pressure atmosphere of
the Persian Gulf, where
maintaining maximum
weapons systems read-
iness was essential.
It is to his great credit
that his equipment did
not suffer a single mis-
sion degrading casualty
during his entire deploy-
ment. Additionally, Petty
Officer Bell has a com-
prehensive knowledge of
the entire MK 74 tartar
missile system, and he
coordinates and super-
vises all systems testing
and preventive main-
tenance systems. Petty
Officer Bell is well liked
and respected by the
Officers and Crew of
Barney. He sets a person-
al example in his conduct
and professionalism that
most can only hope to
match. As a technician,
he is extremely compe-
tent and highly knowl-
edgeable. He actively
supports the Command’s

affirmative action goals
and programs.

For his Service,
Petty Officer Bell was
awarded The Battle “E”
Efficiency Ribbon, The
Navy Expeditionary
Medal, The Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon, and
The First Good Conduct
Award.

John Bell was born in
Texas, but has lived most
of his life in Webster,
Massachusetts and
North Grosvenordale,
Connecticut. He grad-
uated from Bartlett
High School in 1969,
and went on to study
at Quinsigamound
Community College
in Worcester and at
Eastern Connecticut
State  University in
Willimantic. Most of
his professional life has
been devoted to being a
Corrections Officer as a
Lieutenant for the State
of Connecticut Prison
System in Enfield,
Somers, Brooklyn and
Corrigan-Rogalski
Correction Facilities. He
has also been extreme-
ly active in Veterans
Programs as a long- time
member and two-term
Past Commander of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10088 in Quinebaug,
and a member of the
American Legion Post
67 in Grosvenordale.
He is also a member of
the Disabled American
Veterans Chapter 10 in
Norwich and the Polish

American Veterans in
Webster, Mass. He has
served his Community
in a number of various
capacities. Among those
he has been a member of
the Thompson Board of
Selectman serving on its
board from 2009 to 2011.
He also was Chairman
of the Thompson Zoning
Board of Appeals, and is
a state certified Justice
of the Peace. John Bell
has also been responsible
for organizing the annu-
al Thompson Memorial
Day Parade for more than
a quarter of a century. He
is also the head mechan-
ic in Thompson for all
voting machines, and
is responsible for their
upkeep and maintenance
for well over 30 years.
John has also recent-
ly passed the State of
Connecticut Moderator
Examination, as a certi-
fied Moderator. John is
also a proud owner of a
lime green 2017 Dodge
Challenger Sport Car.

John is married to his
long-time wife, Kathy (
Molinaro ) Bell, and
together, they have two
sons, John, Jr. and Louis
Bell and his Wife Erica.
They are also proud
grandparents of four
grandchildren (Brendan,
Brooke, Cali and Ashley).

A grateful community
thanks John Bell for his
service.

Brooklyn proceeds

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

BROOKLYN — The Town of Brooklyn is mov-
ing forward once more with plans to replace the
HVAC system in both Brooklyn Middle School and
Elementary School with the Board of Selectmen
approving a resolution to apply for state grant

This is not the first time the HVAC project has
become a focus as in 2022 the town had approved
resolutions and staffed a building committee
required to apply for a School Construction Grant.
First Selectman Austin Tanner confirmed during

New Al-Anon meeting in

Pomfret

POMFRET — The recently formed Together We
Can Do It Al-Anon Family Group is meeting at Christ
Church in Pomfret (Route 169) on Tuesdays at noon. Enter
the lower level through the door by the flagpole in the pol-
linator garden. This is an open meeting, meaning not only
family and friends of people suffering from the effects of
addiction are welcome, but also professionals who may
have clients they would like to recommend attend the meet-

Al-Anon is a worldwide program for people just
like you, who are worried about someone with a drinking
problem. This Pomfret group will also welcome folks con-
cerned about someone suffering from drug addiction.

with school HVAC project

a meeting of the Board of Selectmen on Aug. 14
that the previous process was stalled due to an
issue with the bidding process. Brooklyn is now
seeking the state funds once more to finally see the

project through.

“If we do something for the AC in the school,
we’ll get 70-plus-percent reimbursement on it. We
have some of the groundwork done and we have
to pass some resolutions to get this going and we

need it for both schools,” Tanner said.

A subsequent vote of the full board approved
a pair of three-part resolutions authorizing
Brooklyn to apply for the grant to replace the
systems at both Brooklyn Middle and Elementary
Schools. The state also requires a Building

Committee be created again, which selectmen also

approved opening up membership to sever-
al town boards and entities.
The following week, on Aug. 20, the

Brooklyn Board of Education also address
the HVAC project where Superintendent
Michele Raynor confirmed discussions

with Tanner about the project and the
state funding. In addition to the resolu-
tions and the formation of a building com-
mittee, the town also needs to approve
the schematic drawings and outline spec-
ifications. According to minutes from the
Board of Education’s Aug. 20 meeting,
Raynor confirmed that these documents
were not ready for the selectmen’s Aug. 14
meeting and still needed to be approved.
Raynor estimated the projected reimburse-
ment rate for the project is at roughly 72
percent, which would require the town to

< P . ay for the project outright and then be
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10 ways millennials and Gen Z could benefit

The One Big areas Wwhere
Beautiful Bill Act the OBBBA
(OBBBA), signed may influence
into law on July 4, financial plan-
is a comprehensive ning decisions.
tax and spending Here are some
package with broad of the biggest
implications for impacts that
American house- the OBBBA
holds. While the FINANCIAL may have for
legislation includes Focus you if you’re
a variety of tax in the “accu-
credits and pro- LEISL L. mulator”
gram changes, it | JANGEVIN | Years, too.
introduces several
provisions that may 1. Targeted

be particularly impact-
ful for younger genera-
tions — especially those
in their “accumulator”
years, when individu-
als are actively building
careers, families, and
wealth.

As a financial advisor
who works with many
clients in this stage of
life, I've outlined several

Word

tax relief for earned
income

The OBBA eliminates
federal income taxes on
tip income and overtime
income, with maximum
annual deductions of
$25,000 for tips and $12,500
for overtime compen-
sation ($25,000 for joint
filers). For young profes-
sionals working in ser-
vice industries or putting

games

A year ago, I substituted for a professional music
therapist who works with people with dementia and
Alzheimer’s at my local library. As a mediocre poet, I
decided that I'd share my love of poetry with the group
by reading popular works that might spark good mem-
ories. The caregivers, who touched my heart for their
patience and positive attitudes, seemed to enjoy hear-
ing familiar works and “Casey at the Bat...” sparked
lively conversation and responses from the folks with
cognitive impairment. I drove home committed to try-

ing to stave off my own decline through

NANCY WEISS

embracing words in games, poems,
books and conversations. I'm not alone
in my pursuit.

In an article (New York Times, Oct.
30, 2024) writer Dana G. Smith and
Katie Mogg examined the question:
“Can Crosswords and Games Prevent
Dementia?” The conclusion was ambig-
uous as there aren’t enough studies, but
it seems that for adults who do cross-

word puzzles, board games, and the like

there is some delay in cognitive decline.
“One (study) found that among adults who developed
dementia, those who regularly completed crossword
puzzles delayed the onset of memory decline by more
than two years compared to those who did not.”

Most morning begin for me with a quick spin
through the Mini Crossword in the New York Times. I
can almost measure the quality of the coming day by
how quickly I finish. Meanwhile, my husband dives
into Wordle, an online invention that many sources
named the best overall game. He is among millions
who love to play and compete against themselves and

others to finish it quickly.

A friend told us about an engineer who found the
four words that cover most letters of the alphabet. We
were impressed until we saw how easy it is to just look
them up. It’s not magic: they are fjord, waltz, nymph
and quick. ChatGPT says the best words are crane,
slate, audio, trace. Players cherish their starter words
and are often reluctant to share them with others. In a
world of secret passwords for our computers, playing it
close to the vest on starter words is a natural extension
of our need to have something private. I'm not sure my
husband would tell me his starter words, but I don’t
ask because I don’t play Wordle.

Crossword puzzle author, Will Shortz, keeps thou-
sands of people like me engaged in word games. I
can maneuver through much of the week doing the
crosswords he edits, but I don’t attempt the puzzle on
Saturday as I know I will be completely stumped. I
like to see that crossword puzzles appear everywhere.
There is no special background or educational level,
although there may be a subtle age factor as I see life
passing me by in technology words and music groups

I don’t know.

Playing word games is a way to get to really know

a person’s true temperament.

A game of Scrabble

inspires competition while Bananagrams gives chil-
dren the fun of beating adults. A friend introduced

us to Quiddler, a
word game that
we play often.
Good old Mad Libs
still makes people
laugh. The most
popular game in
the world, I read, is
Minecraft, a video
game through
which players
build things in
three dimensions
and fight or coop-

erate with others. ~ ~

T’ll leave that to my
grandchildren.

Pull up Wordle
and enjoy a time
of total engage-
ment in some-
thing outside the
damned dailiness
of life. Sit down
with the crossword
and feel a tingle of
reward similar to
when you learned
to read. Words

[

>

Call 860-315-9656 to

schedule a hearing evaluation.

Does your insurance cover hearing aids?

\

in extra hours to advance
their careers, this trans-
lates to immediate take-
home pay increases.

2. Vehicle loan interest
deduction

The act provides an
itemized deduction of
up to $10,000 annual-
ly for interest paid on
loans for U.S.-assembled
vehicles. This deduction
phases out beginning
at a modified adjusted
gross income (MAGI) of
$100,000 for single filers
and $200,000 for joint fil-
ers. Just bear in mind
that it’s only in force
through 2028.

3. Federal student loan
repayment simplification

OBBBA fundamental-
ly restructures federal
student loans. Starting
July 1, 2026, borrowers
will choose between just
two options: a standard
repayment plan or the
income-driven RAP plan,
which allows payments
between 1 and 10 percent
of borrower income for
up to 30 years. This sim-
plified system stream-
lines repayment options
while maintaining
income sensitivity.

4. Expanded employer
student loan contribu-
tions

The law also expands
employer student loan
payment benefits, exclud-
ing up to $5,250 (per
employee) in employer
loan payments from tax-
able income, encouraging
more companies to offer
this valuable benefit to
attract young talent.

5. Broader Use of 529
plans

529 Education Savings
Accounts have been
expanded beyond tradi-
tional college expens-
es, K-12 tuition, and
some  apprenticeship
programs. Now these
accounts can also be used
to fund K-12 education-
al materials, testing fees,
tutoring, and trade certi-
fications.

6. Roth IRA rollovers
from 529 accounts

Up to $35,000 in unused
529 funds can now be
rolled over into Roth
IRAs, eliminating the
penalty for families
who saved more than
needed for education.
This creates a powerful
wealth-building strategy
where education savings
can seamlessly transition
to retirement savings.

7. Tax-deferred
accounts for newborns

Children born between
2025 and 2028 are eligible
for a government-seed-
ed investment account,
designed to promote ear-
ly-stage wealth building.
The account includes a
$1,000 initial deposit and
allows for annual paren-
tal contributions of up
to $5,000. Earnings grow
tax-deferred, but qual-
ified withdrawals are
taxed as long-term cap-
ital gains. Some media
outlets have dubbed
these “Trump Accounts,”
though the official legis-
lative language may dif-

Enfoy Life with Better Hearing!

fer.

8. SALT deduction cap
temporarily increased

The law temporar-
ily raises the State and
Local Tax (SALT) deduc-
tion cap from $10,000 to
$40,000 for households
earning under $500,000,
with annual 1% increas-
es through 2029. For
young professionals in
high-cost, high-tax areas,
this change could help
to make homeownership
more attainable.

9. Expanded HSA eli-
gibility

Starting Jan. 1, 2026,
Americans enrolled in
Bronze or Catastrophic
Affordable Care Act
plans may contribute to
Health Savings Accounts,
expanding access to
these accounts to around
7.3 million more people
and opening the door for
them to take advantage
of the triple tax advan-
tages that HSAs offer.

10. Job creation and
economic growth outlook

The OBBBA includes
provisions that support
domestic manufactur-
ing as well as simpli-
fied regulation for small
businesses and expand-
ed energy production,
which could lead to more
jobs. While economic
impact forecasts vary, the
Joint Committee on
Taxation projects
that households
earning under
$50,000 are likely to
see the most imme-
diate net benefits.
These households
include a large por-
tion of Millennial
and Gen Z workers.

Practical steps to
maximize benefits

For current stu-
dents and recent
graduates: review
your student loan
repayment options
and consider the
new RAP plan when
available; explore
expanded 529
Education Savings
Account uses
for professional
development and
certifications; and
take advantage of
employer student
loan payment ben-
efits.

For young pro-
fessionals: track
tips and over-
time income to

and a half years ago.

from the Big Beautiful Bill Act

ward

The Big Beautiful Bill
Act represents a signif-
icant shift toward poli-
cies that aim to simpli-
fy financial systems,
reward work, and sup-
port wealth accumula-
tion. For Millennials and
Gen Z, these changes
come at a crucial time
when they're making
foundational financial
decisions that will impact
their long-term wealth
building.

The combination of
immediate tax relief,
student loan reform,
enhanced savings oppor-
tunities, and support
for homeownership cre-
ates multiple pathways
for younger Americans
to build financial secu-
rity By understanding
and strategically uti-
lizing these benefits,
Millennials and Gen Z
can position themselves
for greater financial suc-
cess in the years ahead.

Get in touch with our
team at WHZ Strategic
Wealth  Advisors at
whzwealth.com or (860)
928-2341 for a compli-
mentary discovery ses-
sion to learn how we
can help you to leverage
these new opportuni-
ties and maximize your
wealth-building potential

as part of a comprehen-
sive and strategic finan-
cial plan.

Authored by WHZ
Managing Partner,
Advisory Leisl L.
Langevin CFP® CDFA®.
Al may have been used
in the research and ini-
tial drafting of this
piece. Securities and
advisory services offered
through Commonwealth
Financial Network®,
Member FINRA/SIPC,
a Registered Investment
Adviser. 697 Pomfret
St., Pomfret Center, CT
06259 and 392-A Merrow
Rd., Tolland, CT 06084,
860.928.2341. http://www.
whzwealth.com. These
materials are general in
nature and do not address
your specific situation.
Diversification does not
assure a profit or protect
loss in declining markets
and cannot guarantee
that any goal or objec-
tive will be achieved. For
your specific investment
needs, please discuss your
individual circumstanc-
es with your financial
advisor. WHZ Strategic
Wealth Advisors does
not provide tax or legal
advice, and nothing in
the accompanying pages
should be construed
as specific tax or legal
advice.

Clarification

POMFRET — Following the recent publication of our front
page rundown on local election races, it was brought to our
attention that the following clarifications are needed to our
look at Pomfret’s election.

Sara Garcia-Gomes is an unaffiliated voter who has been
serving on the Board Education for the past year. Alan
Chubbuck, also an unaffiliated voter, was approved to fill a
vacancy created when Ellsworth Chase quit the board two
Both are filling Republican seats,
and were not nominated by the Pomfret Republican Town
Committee because they are registered unaffiliated. They
have petitioned and been approved to be on the ballot in
November on the third line as petitioning candidates.

It should also be noted that not all listed candidates will be
elected to the Board of Education.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
o Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

maximize new

tax deductions;
consider the vehi-
cle loan inter-
est deduction
when purchasing
American-made
cars; and evalu-
ate HSA oppor-
tunities if using
high-deductible
health plans.

For new par-
ents: open “Trump
Accounts” for chil-
dren born after
2025, and plan
529 contributions
with  expanded
usage flexibility
in mind.

Looking  for-

-

4

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

of Hands - Knees- Hips.
Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Osteoarthritis

amplisound ST

HEARING CARE CENTERS

Edward Jones

Have questions about withdrawing
funds, converting your account or
generating income?

Let’s work together to find the right strategy to help
keep you on track. Contact me today to get started.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Let us check for you. We work with Anthem BCBS,

United Healthcare, Hearing Care Solutions, a——

Amplifon, Nation’s Hearing, American Hearing u
Benefits, and CT Medicaid.

Hearing Solutions for all Lifestyles and Budgets since 1981

and word games
give us pleasure
and if they help
our brain, a five
letter word, that’s
grand.

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

19 Quinebaug Ave, Putnam
351 Merline Road, Vernon

www.amplisound.com
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Back to
school,

back to

communi

As the first yellow buses rumble #own
our roads and the leaves begin their slow
turn toward autumn, families across the
region are preparing for another school
year. For some, it’s the excitement of a
child stepping into a kindergarten class-
room for the first time. For others, it’s
the nervous pride of watching a senior
set out on their last first day. Whatever
the stage, the back-to-school season is
more than a turning of the calendar—
it’s a reminder of how deeply education
is woven into the fabric of community
life.

Our schools are more than buildings
where lessons are taught. They are liv-
ing centers of connection, growth, and
shared identity. Friday night football
games bring neighbors together across
generations. Elementary school art
shows brighten the walls of libraries
and town halls. School concerts, plays,
and robotics competitions showcase not
only student talent but also the quiet
dedication of teachers, parents, and vol-
unteers who make them possible.

In a time when rural towns across
Massachusetts face tough questions
about growth, development, and how
to preserve their character, investing in
our schools remains one of the surest
ways to safeguard our future. A strong
school system makes our towns more
attractive to families, sustains property
values, and—most importantly—gives
our young people the skills and confi-
dence to succeed, whether they stay here
close to home or venture farther afield.

But education is not only the responsi-
bility of educators and administrators.
It is the work of an entire community.
Parents can play a part by attending
open houses, volunteering in class-
rooms, or joining booster clubs. Local
businesses can help by offering intern-
ships, sponsoring youth programs, or
donating expertise. Retirees, too, can
lend their time and wisdom—whether
tutoring, reading to young children, or
serving on school committees.

And it isn’t just about giving. It’s about
showing up. When we fill the bleachers
at a game, clap at a school play, or stop to
congratulate a student we know in the
grocery store, we send a powerful mes-
sage: You matter. What you do matters.
We are proud of you. That encourage-
ment shapes character just as surely as
any textbook.

This year, as the school doors open
once again, let’s make a renewed com-
mitment to support our students and
those who guide them. Let’s remember
that every investment of time, energy,
and attention we give to our schools is
an investment in the long-term vitality
of our local communities.

Back-to-school is not just about the
children returning to class. It’s about all
of us returning—returning to a sense of
shared purpose, shared responsibility,
and shared pride in the place we call
home.

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

OPINIO

Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let me help you

To the Editor:

Another voice from TrumpWorld, Mr.
Flabonte, takes us to task for not spend-
ing more time agreeing with anything poor
Trumpie does. I would have a better chance
running a four-minute mile.

Mr. Flabonte gives us three paragraphs of
absolutely nothing to sway us toward admir-
ing anything Trump has accomplished, let
alone soothe our nausea.

Let me help you, Mr. Flabonte: Did you
enjoy Trump rolling out the red carpet for
his idol Putin at that useless meeting in
Anchorage? How about the military flyover
he gave him? A murderer who bombed a
Ukrainian hospital the following day.

How about 1,600 pardons for Capital riot-
ers? Standing ovation?

Extorting universities and law firms
sounds good to you?

If the liquidation of the federal govern-
ment is a worthy plan, DIl give you just 1
example you may be applauding: FEMA.

Believe me, people are paying attention.
You may get your information from far right
outlets so, just in case, let me tell you Trump’s
popularity is dropping like a rock. His malev-
olent policy fiascos have thoroughly damaged
our reputation.

Boots on the ground next in Chicago?
Listen to the speech Gov. Pritzker gave about
that idea. That is how a real leader speaks.
Trump says he>s «Big on crime.” He should
know, but he defunds the police anyway.

Thousands will die because of Trumps
insanity for choosing brain-worm addled

Robert Kennedy to head the most important

health organizations in the country.

Millions will die due to withholding of

Library
- Card
Sign-Up
 Month
- brings

local

international food aid. I recently heard a :

Trumper say that enmity was demon work.
Really.

I just could go on and on.

In seven short months, Trump has made
America poorer, less secure, less healthy, and
more isolated with his morally depraved pol-
icies. Disturbing to say that the world may
celebrate his demise.

He smears people who disagree with his :
nonsense, but surrounds himself with boot :
lickers who tell him just what he wants to :

perks to
Killingly

BY CLAUDETTE STOCKWELL
DIRECTOR

KILLINGLY PUBLIC LIBRARY

hear. The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports :

job growth has decreased in the last three

months.
Trump fires the commissioner. He won’t be
able to fire his way out of the economic deba-

cle that awaits us, of his own creation.
The cultivation of

world. Our national pride has been neutered
by a Trump administration that has ground
that concept into the dirt.

Please give us a break, Mr. Flabonte. The ;

fact of Trump still being President for three
and a half long years is still, like it or not, a
disgrace.

D1l give Trump credit for only one thing :
that I agree with: He spoke the gold plated :

truth when he said, on camera, «I love the
poorly educated.”

DANIELSON

My work is just getting started

To the Editor:

My nameis Nick Stellitano,and I'm honored
to serve on the Pomfret Board of Education.
Six years ago, my family chose Pomfret as our
home, and I've been committed to giving back
ever since. Many of you know me from my
work on the Planning and Zoning Committee,
as a volunteer EMT and firefighter with the
Pomfret Fire Department, or as a coach for
youth soccer. As a parent with two children at
Pomfret Community School (PCS), I'm deeply
invested in our school’s success.

My background includes twelve years
on active duty in the Marine Corps and a
decade working in education. Five years ago,
I co-founded a Connecticut-based nonprofit
that helps schools use data to support stu-
dent success. This experience has given me
a unique perspective on the importance of
clear communication, fiscal responsibility,
and putting our mission first: ensuring every
child has what they need to thrive.

As a board member, my priorities are clear.

First, fiscal responsibility is essential.
Every dollar must directly benefit our stu-
dents. Dm committed to making data-driven

budget decisions and was proud of how our

board mobilized the community during the
last town budget meeting, resulting in the :

largest-attended town event in years.
Second, we must continue to strength-
en student supports. Every child learns dif-

ferently, and we must ensure PCS has the :

academic and emotional resources to meet
every student where they are.
Finally, transparent communication is cru-

cial. Sara Garcia-Gomes and I have been

working to rebuild trust by meeting with
parents and improving the flow of informa-

tion between the board, administration, and :

families.

PCS is the heart of our community, and I 5

believe my work on the board is just getting
started. I'm committed to continuing this
collaborative approach and always putting

our students first.  hope to earn your vote for :
the Board of Education this November so we :

can continue this important work together.
Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

NICK STELLITANO :
POMFRET :

Celebrate the power of the sun

To the Editor:

Whenever Gov. Lamont proclaims the
necessity for expanding methane gas in
Connecticut, my first thought is, “What plan-
et does he live on?” The planet I live on, our
beautiful Earth, is surrounded by a blanket
of pollution from burning coal, oil, and gas.
This blanket traps heat, leading to increas-
ingly extreme and disruptive weather events.

We are paying for this every day, in many
ways. For instance, insurance costs have
risen dramatically, due to all the billion dol-
lar losses across the country to businesses,
homes, and automobiles. Allianz SE, one
of the world’s biggest insurance companies,
warns that the world is fast approaching tem-
perature levels where insurers will no longer
be able to offer cover for many climate risks.
Without insurance, which is already being
pulled in some places, many other financial
services become unviable, from mortgages
to investments. (The Guardian, April 3, 2025)

The list of losses goes on: crop failures,
leading to some farmers going out of business
and higher grocery prices; decreased produc-
tivity as damaged businesses are closed for
repairs, lives disrupted by storm damage and
power outages; and sadly, deaths due to heat,
storms, and fires.

In addition, there is the negative effect of
weather extremes on the plants and animals
with whom we share this Earth. The ecosys-
tem services they provide make the planet

habitable for us all.

The good news is that we have all the nec-
essary technology to slow down this unfold-
ing crisis. However, we must act quickly.

According to Bill McKibben, author and:
founder of Third Act, the cheapest way to :
make electricity now is with solar. It can:
be installed rapidly at a scale that can make :

a difference to the planet. For example,

California, the world’s fourth largest econ-:

omy, cut its use of gas by 40 percent in two
years by investing in solar and batteries.

Here in Connecticut, People’s Action for :

Clean Energy (PACE), published a study on

solar canopies over parking lots. Using land :
that has already been developed, these cano- :
pies could produce 38% of the state’s electrici- :
ty. Add that to rooftop solar and we’'re well on :
our way to producing our electricity through :

«American :
Exceptionalism» has been the envy of the :

RICK ROCHELEAU

This September, the
:Killingly Public Library
‘ continues its annual collab-
- oration with local business-
- es for

Library Card Sign-Up
:Month—now a three-year
: tradition that rewards both
 readers and shoppers.
Throughout the month,
‘anyone who shows their
library card at participat-
- ing businesses will receive
- a special

perk—ranging from dis-
:counts to free treats—each
: chosen by the business itself.
Our library card is more
: than just a key to books, it’s
‘ a passport to lifelong learn-
‘ing, digital resources, and

© now, local rewards. We’re
- thrilled to partner with our
:town’s small businesses to
: make literacy a community-
wide celebration.

From cozy cafés to gift
: shops and restaurants, busi-
‘nesses across Killingly are
‘ joining the initiative. The
campaign aims to high-
:light the value of libraries
- while supporting local com-
: merce.

Residents who don’t yet
have a library card can sign
‘up at 25 Westcott Rd. The
: process is quick, free, and
open to all ages.

To see a full list of par-
‘ticipating businesses and
: their perks, visit our web-
: site, wwwkillinglypl.org, or
stop in at

the library to pick up a
:special bookmark. Patrons
‘are encouraged to share
. their visits on social media
s using

the hashtag
- #LibraryPerksCT and tag
‘both the library and the
- business.

: To make the month even
‘more special, Killingly
:Public Library invites
:patrons of all ages to take
‘partina

Bookmark Design
: Contest—celebrating cre-
" ativity inspired by a love of
:books, reading, and librar-

- ies. Entry
. forms will be available
‘at the library starting

: September 2 and designs
: must be submitted in person
by
October 1, 2025. Categories

include:

Y outh (Ages 3-12)

 Teens (Ages 13-18)

- Adults (18+)

clean, renewable energy. This has the added :

benefit of helping to reduce our electricity :
costs. It is only through renewables that costs :

will go down.

In an effort to promote the quick transition :
to solar power, Third Act CT is celebrating :
SUN DAY on Sunday, Sept. 21, from noon to 4 :
p.m. at Central Connecticut State University. :
There will be speakers, music, art, activities :
for all ages, exhibitors, and solar information. :
Come celebrate the power of the sun and the :

power of the people to make a difference.

SANDY ToSI :

POMFRET

The derangement is Trump’s

To the Editor:

I read on these pages that I am accused of
having Trump Derangement Syndrome. Not
being able to find it in the psychiatric litera-
ture, I went to Oxford English Dictionary (the
big one) to research the meaning of “derange-
ment,” and found, as first definition: “To dis-
turb or destroy the arrangement of; to throw
into confusion, to disarrange.”

That certainly is what I'm experiencing,
though not for myself, but for our national
government. Any citizen paying attention to
anything other than Fox News has noticed the
following:

An unelected foreigner and other Trump
appointees were given permission to disman-
tle and abolish my federal agencies and fire

my government employees who care for my

Winning bookmarks will
 be proudly displayed in the
:library, and winners will be
: notified by Oct. 6.

. Let your imagination
: shine and create something
- truly special!

Whether you’re picking
‘up a novel or a latte, your
:library card is your ticket to
: something extra this

September. Let’s read
:local, shop local, and cele-
- brate together.

. Connect with us at 25
- Westcott Road, Killingly,
-online at Kkillinglypl.org, or
- call 860-779-5383.

national parks, our veterans, our air and:

water quality, our healthcare support and
research, our disaster-management teams,

local schools and even the folks who collect:
the taxes that pay for it all. This certainly:
un-arranges our three-part system of govern-:

ment that delegates such authority only to the
legislative branch, which has ceded all author-
ity to Trump.

Now the executive branch is sending ouré
military to engage in civilian law-enforce-:
ment, which certainly deranges the Posse:

Comitatus Act.

So, yes, I'm angry at Trump, but the derange-

ment is all his.

G. LESLIE SWEETNAM:
WOODSTOCK

For Advertising
Information
5 Call
- 860-928-1818
Ext. 326
email:
mikaela@
villager
newspapers.
com
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No farms, no food

To the Editor:

We need farms, and farms need us.
Farms are the backbone of our food
system. Without them, grocery store
shelves would be empty and food scarce.
Donald Trump campaigned on lower-
ing grocery prices, but the reality is
the opposite. Federal forecasts confirm
what families already feel: prices are
rising. Tariffs, mass deportations, and
global supply issues are hurting farm-
ers and American consumers.

Farmersandranchersacrossthe coun-
try are sounding the alarm. Tariffs and
deportations are gutting the workforce
that keeps America fed. In California,
Texas, and Florida, crops are rotting
in fields and livestock are left untend-
ed because there simply aren’t enough
workers. The Trump Administration
has offered no solutions to address the
workforce needs of America’s farmers.

One Florida farmer has cut pro-
duction by 65 percent because immi-
grant workers are not reporting to
work. He cannot afford to hire more
H2A visa workers due to increased
fees. Economists warn that the ongoing
deportation campaign will damage the
U.S. economy, especially in sectors that
depend on migrant labor. In just the
last four months, agricultural employ-
ment has dropped by 155,000 workers,
the largest decline in nearly a decade.
Farmers say they pay above minimum
wage, but almost no U.S. born citizens
apply. By law, farmers must offer the
jobs to American workers before hiring
H2A visa holders, but American work-
ers aren’t taking the jobs.

“President Trump’s immigration pol-
icies, including mass detentions and
deportations, have dealt a crippling
blow,” said one farmer. “The govern-
ment is Killing farming,” he says. “This
is going to end us.”

Even Trump has acknowledged the
crisis. In June, he admitted: “Our farm-
ers are being hurt badly... They have
very good workers, they’ve worked for
them for 20 years. They’re not citizens,
but they’ve turned out to be great. We

can’t take farmers and take all their
people.” Yet his administration press-
es ahead. According to Agriculture
Secretary Brooke Rollins, “Ultimately,
the answer to this is automation. And
then also when you think about it, there
are 34 million able-bodied adults in our
Medicaid program. There are plenty of
workers in America.” The Secretary’s
comments are not addressing the crisis
facing farmers today.

So, get ready grocery shoppers to
brace for higher bills in the coming
months. The Budget Lab at Yale esti-
mates tariffs will raise overall food costs
another 3%. Fresh produce may jump
nearly 7 percent. Rice, cereals, sugar,
meat, dairy, even beer and wine are all
expected to climb. The U.S. imported
$221 billion in food in 2024, much of it
from countries now facing new tariffs.
That food pipeline is also drying up.

According to the American Farm
Bureau Federation the number of farms
in the U.S. declined by 141,733 or 7 per-
cent over the last five years. Farm bank-
ruptcies have surged in 2025, a warning
sign for rural America. With economic
uncertainty and regulatory complexity
making farming even harder, urgent
action is needed. Bad policies are threat-
ening our farms. Congress needs to do
its job to protect our farms and the
nation’s food supply. Comprehensive
legislation is necessary that supports
our farms. Congress needs to reclaim it
budgetary authority and stop Trump’s
illegal tariffs, and it needs to establish
a path to legalization for migrant farm
workers to work our farms.

The consequence of Congressional
inaction means No farms, No food.

Contact your legislators today. Tell
them to take back the power of the
purse, save America’s farms and protect
our food supply.

Consider supporting local farms
while we still have them. In northeast
Connecticut we have several. You can
find many represented at a farmer’s
market near you.

Lisa ARENDS
BROOKLYN

[t local officials can handle crime,
what were they waiting for?

To the Editor:

A recent mention in this paper
was that “there is no level of crime
that the local organizations can-
not handle.” Really, now, and if that
was true, well then, why haven’t they
already handled it? What were they
waiting for — perhaps for President
Trump to step in? It was reported that
Maryland’s Democratic Governor has
invited President Donald Trump to send
federal support to assist in cleaning
up Baltimore. Also, Washington, D.C.
Mayor Muriel Bowser publicly thanked
President Donald Trump for his inter-
vention in dealing with the city’s crime
crisis. I'd say that’s a smart move on
their part, like crime isn’t a concern of
the voters, or perhaps reelection time is
nearing?

Even that numbskull Newsom has
finally grown a pair and decided to fight
crime in his state. Of that decision,
Senator John Kennedy, Republican of
Louisiana, in praising Newsonvs deci-
sion to deploy state police to major cit-
ies across California (reportedly) said:
“He has surprised all of us and done
something intelligent.» And to that, I'll
add that doing something is better than
doing nothing.

From what Dve mentioned so
far, its apparent that some demo-
crats aremt loving their criminals as

much as they used to, but then the
real criminal loving dolts are right
here in Connecticut. But before I get to
that, perhaps yowve heard about ICE>s
recent visit to Connecticut when 65 indi-
viduals in multiple Connecticut cities
were arrested over the course of a four-
day operation? According to ICE, all
65 people arrested were in the coun-
try illegally, and 29 of them have been
either convicted or charged with other
crimes, and among them were rapists,
drug traffickers, child sex predators
and members of violent transnational
criminal gangs. An earlier report stat-
ed that ICE officers have arrested 247
people in Connecticut between Jan. 20
and mid-June. Anyhow, back to the
dolts, it should come as no surprise
that Lamont, Blumenthal, Murphy, and
other Connecticut Democrat puppets
have shed their tears over Trumps and
ICE’s actions. And then there’s our
AG, Tong. How many lawsuits has this
twerp now filed against Trump? Any
AG from any state could call that tool
and ask if he wanted to sign on to
another lawsuit, and he’d say yes even
before knowing what it was about. But
then maybe you also expected that these
groveling little worms would handle it?

Ep DeELuca

North Grosvenordale

Municipal elections are important — get involved

To the Editor:

Long ago, when our country was in
its infancy, the citizens of a town would
show up at meetings and make their
voices heard regarding decisions that
affected their community.

We are coming up on the 250th anni-
versary of our nation, and things have
changed a lot. Everyone, then and now,
is trying to do their best to support
their family financially, making sure
their kids are getting an education, and
just spending time together. Still, there
seemed to be a priority to get involved in
what happened in their town. We don’t
do that anymore.

It is very important to know what is
going on in your town so you can make
good and thoughtful decisions regard-
ing who is elected into a municipal
office. Board of Ed., Board of Finance,
Selectman, etc. Who we vote into these
positions is very important and many
people have no idea what these posi-
tions are really about. So I invite you

in the decision makm%qof our town

to a Meet and Greet that is being host-
ed by the Brooklyn Republican Town
Committee to meet the local candidates
who are running in the November 2025
election. The candidates will be there to
answer any questions or

concerns you may have. It will be at
Hank’s Restaurant in Brooklyn on Sept.
11 from 6-9 p.m. There will be pizza and a
charcuterie board, cash bar and basket
raffles. The suggested donation is $20,
which will go to the Republican Town
Committee to help us in our mission to
get people out to vote and of course to
help our Republican candidates to get
out their message to the public.

For more information on the Meet
and Greet, please visit the website page
for the Republican Town Committee of

Brooklyn.
Remember to get out and vote!
God Bless the USA.
CINDY DEHNER
BROOKLYN

Emotional healing

It was a cold New
England day 25 years
ago, as I tried to
maintain my perch
on the roof. I clutched
a board with my cold
left hand and maneu-
vered the eight
pound pneumatic
nail gun with my
right. Aiming care-
fully, I pulled the trig-
ger. Unfortunately,
the three-and-a-half-inch
nail, that was driven by
the nail gun, hit a knot
in the board and deflect-
ed so that it penetrated
the middle finger on my
left hand. Ouch! Since
the nail was driven by air
compressed to 90 pounds
per square inch, and
since the nail was travel-
ing 1,400 feet per second,
it hit my knuckle and just
bounced my hand away
from the board.

The cold made me
somewhat numb to the
pain, but I took a moment
to nurse my wound.
There was not much
blood, so I just contin-
ued to work. Only later
would it become evident
that I probably fractured
my bone or did some
other kind of permanent
damage. Even today, that
knuckle is a little larger
than my others and cold
weather can cause stiff-
ness and pain. In other
words, it happened long
ago and was not major,
but it continues to affect
my life today.

We often experience
emotional pain, loss and
crippling that is just as
real as physical pain.
Due to families of ori-
gin, financial challeng-
es, health challenges,
or other disadvantages,
some people seem to have
more than others to han-
dle.

The National Council
for Mental Wellbeing
claims that 70 percent of
adults in the U.S. have
experienced some type
of traumatic event at
least once in their lives.
The Domestic Violence
Center of Chester report-
ed than nearly half of all
women (48.4 percent) and
men (48.8 percent) in the
United States experience
psychological aggression
by an intimate partner
in their lifetime, and
that 95 percent of perpe-
trators who physically
abuse their intimate part-
ners also psychologically
abuse them.

Rather than lamenting
the fact that we will all
experience emotional
pain, we should focus on
the fact that God planned
for emotional healing.
God knew life would
include all kinds of inju-
ry and pain. Like a good
Shepherd, He leads us,
but He does not shield us
from all of life. When we
need it, He leads us by
still waters and anoints
our head with oil.

When we have physi-
cal pain, we don’t usually
just stuff it, deny, talk to
it or blame someone for it
and then go on. We tend
to it and nurse the wound.
So, it is only reasonable to
minister to our emotional
wounds in the same way.
The believer already has
some direction for this:

BEYOND Psalm 147:2 tells

us “He heals the

THE PEWS brokenhearted and

¢ ¢ ° e °° handages their
BY BISHOP Wounds'”

JOHN W. In Matthew 11:28-

HANSON 29 Jesus said, “Come

ACTS 11 tome, all of you who

are weary and carry

MINISTRIES heavy burdens, and

I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon
you. Let me teach you,
because I am humble and
gentle at heart, and you
will find rest for your
souls.”

Isaiah 9:6 refers to
Jesus as “Wonderful
counselor.”

In Luke 5:32 he is called
“the great physician.”

In John 14:26, when
Jesus promised the Holy
Spirit, He used a word that
the AMP defines as “The
Comforter (Counselor,
Helper, Intercessor,
Advocate, Strengthener,
Standby).”

Notice how much
emphasis these scrip-
tures put on emotional
healing. While I know
some people are not in
touch with their emo-
tions, and others think
they are supposed to dis-
miss their feelings, we
would all be wise to rec-
ognize that we all have
emotional wounds or
baggage that needs to be
addressed. But this takes
a little more humility and
vulnerability than some
other kinds of healing.
It is a mountain that
only the brave take on.
But this kind of healing
is clearly offered to those
who believe.

Bishop John W.
Hanson oversees Acts II
Ministries in Thompson.
For more resources or
sermon videos please
visit www.ActsII.org.
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‘Couvmico JEWELERS
42 Central St. Southbridge

Owned and operated by the
Cormier family since 1947,
Free jewelry inspection!

Jewelry repairs on-site!
Custom jewelry design!

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides

of Beef Available!

V(orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Jewelry appraisals!
We huy gold!

ONLY IN SOUTHBRIDGE!

www.Cormiers.com
Call or Text (508)764-7415

To purchase your meat packages 1
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308

www.CrookedCreekFarmMA .com

chl Us on SOCICI' Medlcl | £ O]

MASTER JEWELERS™ EI:

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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Three ways to preserve the beauty of your summer garden

Melinda Myers

Lay flat-faced flowers, like these Shasta daisies, face down on a flat

surface to dry.

Fall is quickly approach-
ing and as you prepare for
the change of seasons, con-
sider preserving some of
your summer garden’s beau-
ty. Photograph, dry, or press a
few of your favorite flowers to
enjoy and share with others.

Cell phone cameras have
greatly improved and allow

even novice photographers
the opportunity to capture the
beauty of their gardens and
favorite plants. Visit your gar-
den in the early morning or
evening when the light tends to
be perfect for taking pictures.
Try focusing on a favorite flow-
er, bouquet or garden that you
love. Watch how plant shapes,

colors and textures contrast
and combine to create pockets
of beauty in the garden.

Harvest and dry some of
your favorite flowers for dried
arrangements and crafts. Pick
the flowers when they are at
peak bloom and dry them. Cut
the flowers midday when they
contain less moisture, reduc-
ing the dry time.

Use a bypass pruner or gar-
den scissors to cut the stems
above a set of healthy leaves.
Remove the foliage and gath-
er them into small bundles.
Secure the stems with rubber
bands. They will contract when
the stems shrink and continue
to hold the stems tightly. Use
a spring-loaded clothespin to
hang the bundles from a hang-
er, clothesline or nail. Allow
the flowers to dry in a warm,
dark, dust-free location.

Lay flat-faced flowers, like
daisies, face down on a flat sur-
face to dry since they tend to
close a bit when hung upside
down. Simply cut off the stem
and place the flowers face down
on newspaper or craft paper
in a warm, dry location. Once
dried, you can glue them in
place or use florist wire to cre-
ate stems for arranging.

Be sure to pick a few seed-
pods and seedheads from

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

perennials and ornamental
grasses. Allow them to dry
on the plants, harvest and use
them to add interesting texture
and form to your dried flower
arrangements and projects.

Try pressing a few flow-
ers to use for making cards,
gifts, and works of art. Just
place the leaves and flowers
between pieces of craft or sim-
ilar paper in a flower press
or heavy book. You can pur-
chase or make your own flower
press with wood, bolts, wing
nuts, cardboard, and paper. Be
sure to sandwich the flowers
between sufficient layers of
paper to protect the pages of
your book.

Use freshly picked flowers at
their peak of beauty for best
results. Arrange the leaves and
petals as desired before press-
ing, since they will dry the way
you place them.

The Four Rules

Once your flowers are placed
in between the paper and pages
of the book, close it, and stack
a few books on top for added
weight. Or evenly tighten the
flower press to apply needed
pressure. Your dried flowers
will be ready in about a month.

Store pressed flowers in
paper envelopes or between
sheets of paper. Place them in
cardboard boxes in a dry loca-
tion until you are ready to cre-
ate your pressed flower project.

As your gardens transition
into fall, look for other flowers,
foliage and seed pods to add
to your dried flower collection.
Continue to photograph your
garden and enjoy the beauty
every change of season pro-
vides.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening
books, including the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything” instant video
series and the nationally syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing
editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Parents and
students often
wonder what
the secret to
academic suc-
cess is. If you
want to give
your child a
tactical advan-
tage in school,
provide them
with a strat-
egy, a game
plan, and tips
for becoming a
champion (in
school). My suggestion
for creating a gold medal
experience is to teach
your children the four
rules of concentration.

Focus your eyes:
Directly look at the per-
son teaching or the mate-
rial you are studying to
reduce distractions.

Focus your ears:
Engage in active listen-
ing, paying attention
to the instructor and

the information being
shared.
Focus your Dbody:

Maintain a good posture,
signaling to your body
and mind that you are
prepared to receive infor-
mation.

Focus your mind: Clear
your thoughts of distrac-
tions and keep your mind
engaged on the task at
hand, rather than letting
it wander.

TIPS FOR

SUCCESS

MIKE BOGDANSKI

Welcome back,
students! As you
settle into your
new routines,
remember that a
new school year is
a chance to learn
incredible things.
To do that, you’ll
need one of your
most powerful
tools: your ability
to concentrate.

Getting distract-
ed is easy—a buzz-
ing phone, a friend whis-
pering, or just a wander-
ing mind. But with a little
practice, you can train
yourself to stay focused.
Here are four simple
rules to help you master
the art of concentration.

Rule 1: Focus Your Eyes

Your eyes are like a
magnet for information.
If they’re darting around
the room, they’ll pick
up on everything but
what you need to learn.
Whether you’re in the
classroom, the library,
or your bedroom, direct
your gaze to the task at
hand.

* In class: Look at the
teacher when they are
speaking. When you're
working, look at the
page in your book or the
screen in front of you.

* At home: Keep your
workspace free of dis-
tractions. Put away toys,

games, and anything else
that might catch your
eye, especially no TV.

Rule 2: Focus Your Ears

It’s distracting to listen
to every little sound, but
your ears can be trained
to tune out the noise.
Your brain can decide
what to listen to and what
to ignore. Always listen
with the intent to learn.

* In class: Listen for
keywords and essential
instructions from your
teacher. Practice “active
listening” by thinking
about what they’re say-
ing instead of just hear-
ing the words.

* At home: If your
house is noisy, try using
noise-canceling head-
phones. Ambient noise
from the rest of the house
may be very distracting
and may even motivate
you to leave your room
to interact with brothers
and sisters at play.

3. Focus Your Body

A fidgety body makes
for a fidgety mind. When
constantly shifting or
wiggling, it’s hard for
your brain to stay on
track. Learning to keep
your body calm and still
helps your mind settle
down, too.

* Find a comfortable,
sturdy chair that allows
you to sit straight up.
Don’t study a book at
home while lying down.

The only time you should
lie down is if you want to
take a nap.

* Before you start
a task, take a few deep
breaths. This simple
action can help you relax,
and extra oxygen fuels
your body and mind for
focus.

* If you feel antsy, try
a quick stretch or take a
short walk to reset before
returning to your work.
Getting up every twenty
minutes at home gives
you a small recharge (like
plugging in your phone).
Your body needs move-
ment to offset extended
sitting. If you need to
take alonger break, drink
some water and focus on
something completely
different. I call this rins-
ing out the sponge.

4. Focus Your Mind

Now, the most import-
ant rule of all is train-
ing your mind to have
laser focus. Sometimes
your mind is like a wild
pony—it wants to run
off in a million differ-
ent directions. The other
three rules are tools to
help you bring it back.
When your mind wan-
ders, gently guide it back
to what you must do.

* If you find yourself
daydreaming, say to
yourself, “Okay, back to
work.” It’s also alright
to get up and move. A

Lrom anger to strength

We've all had those
moments—the ones
where your blood goes
from zero to boiling in
two seconds flat. You're
cool, calm, and collected
until you’re not. It could
be the driver who cuts
you off or the co-work-
er who sends a “quick
email” at 4:59 p.m. Maybe
it’s that person with a dif-
ferent political opinion
than yours. It’s different
for everyone, but some-
times we lose control!

There’s a part of your
brain called the amyg-
dala—two little almond-
shaped clusters buried
deep in your head, respon-
sible for fight or flight
mode. Whenever you lose
control, the amygdala
presses the panic button.
Stress signals flood your
body. Heart rate spikes.
Cortisol surges. Rational
thought goes out the win-
dow, and you’re in fight
mode.

The amygdala is like
a built-in alarm system,
constantly scanning for
threats. It’s the reason our
ancestors ran from saber-
toothed tigers instead of
trying to pet them.

You’d think letting it
all out would make you
feel better, like releas-
ing steam from a pres-
sure valve—but it’s not
really like that. After a
moment of rage, your
brain doesn’t just cool off.
It can stay locked in fight
mode for hours. During

that time, your logi-
cal thinking is foggy,
you are emotionally

PosITIveLy

chronic anger lit-
erally weakens the
brain circuits tied

reactive, and even SPEAKING to empathy and
your memory and self-control. The
ability to learn drop Jgg;]z amygdala causes
dramatically. your fight response

Why? Because to grow more dom-
when the amygdala inant, while the

floods your system with
stress signals, it hijacks
the prefrontal cortex—
the part of your brain
responsible for reasoning,
planning, and impulse
control. That’s why you
say things you regret, or
make decisions that feel
smart in the moment but
dumb five minutes later.

The brain is like clay—
it reshapes itself based
on what you do over and
over. Every time you snap,
you're carving a deeper
groove in that “anger
pathway” The more you
use it, the stronger it gets.
Which means the next
outburst comes faster,
with less provocation.

It’s like lifting weights
for the wrong muscle.
The more reps you put
in, the bulkier that anger
response becomes. Or like
watering weeds instead
of flowers—pretty soon
the weeds take over, chok-
ing out everything else.

Over time, your fuse
shortens. You become
easier to trigger. People
start tiptoeing around
you, because they don’t
know what version of
you they’re going to get.
To add insult to injury,

prefrontal cortex loses
influence. The result? You
become more impulsive,
less compassionate, and
stuck in a loop where
anger trains the brain to
get angrier.

But let’s look on the
bright side! When you
pause, take a breath, and
decide not to blow your
top, you're doing more
than just “holding it
together”—you’re actual-
ly retraining your brain.
That moment of restraint
activates your prefrontal
cortex—the part of your
brain responsible for
judgment, impulse con-
trol, and higher reason-
ing. At the same time, it
signals the amygdala to
calm down, which lowers
stress hormones such as
cortisol and adrenaline.

The more often you do
this, the stronger those
calm, rational circuits
become. You’ll find your-
self less over-reactive,
more  compassionate,
and better at handling
conflict. Neuroscientists
refer to this as emotional
regulation—your ability
to feel the surge but not
get swept up by it. It’s like
building a stronger inner

pilot who can take back
the wheel from that rag-
ing chimp in your head.

If the payoffs to
restraint weren’t obvious,
there are other benefits as
well. People tend to trust
and respect those who
stay steady when others
lose control. Cooler heads
don’t just prevail—they
lead.

Regulating your out-
bursts is essential, no
matter what—but espe-
cially if you're leading an
organization or a family.
Keeping calm isn’t just
about appearances; it
keeps your brain in an
optimal state where you
can make wise decisions,
guide others with clari-
ty, and earn respect that
lasts. Have you noticed?
The strongest leaders—
the ones people trust
most—are typically those
who remain calm under
pressure.

So next time your blood
starts to boil, hit pause.
Walk into the other room,
close your eyes, and
breathe for a few minutes.
That’s how you train your
brain for strength instead
of weakness. Anyone can
lose it—real power is stay-
ing calm.

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of Emmy
- Nominated A Separate
Peace, and the CEO of
Cubestream Inc.

person’s mind and body
don’t work independent-
ly; movement resets both.
* Break your big tasks
into smaller, manage-
able chunks. This makes
hard work seem less
overwhelming and more
straightforward when
mastering new material.
* Reward yourself!
After you’ve focused for a
set amount of time, take
a short break to do some-
thing you enjoy. I recom-
mend staying away from
your phone. Reading a
message or a social media
post may create anxiety
and steal your focus.
When I taught students
how to spar against a big-

ger and stronger oppo-
nent, they had better not
think about what they
would wear to school the
next day. One second of
lost focus could be pain-
ful when a strong punch
found its way into their
stomachs. When you are
in the zone, you are in
the zone.

Practicing these four
rules will improve grades
and build a skill that will
help in every part of life.
Good luck and have a
great school year!

Mike Bogdanski is a
martial arts Grandmaster
and anti-bully activist.

Poet Laureate of Manchester
to read at Vanilla Bean Café

POMFRET — Poets at Large will present the Poet
Laureate of Manchester, Nadia Sims, on Sept. 20 at
7 p.m.at the Vanilla Bean Café, 450 Deerfield Rd.,
Pomfret. Sims has been writing for most of her life
and began performing in 2020 at open mics. Her work
is largely a message of grace and self-forgiveness. A
graduate of Princeton, Sims is the author of “A Soft
Place to Land,” “We Know the Dark,” and “Apostle

Interrupted.”
2024.

She was appointed poet laureate in

Reading with her will be emerging poet Joseph
Adomavicia from Waterbury, He has written five
collections of poetry and an educational journal: “A
Step Into My Heart: Blackout Poetry Edition,” “Love
Unbound: Blackout Poetry Edition,” “Sakura,” “The
Foothold,” “Cerulean Wings: The Published Works,”

and “Write to Me, Poetically.”

He owns Cerulean

Wings LLC, an editing and book creation company.

Poets at Large, presents spoken word readings of
regional poets, and is now in its sixth year. PAL and
is a part of Windham Arts. All events are ADA com-
pliant. Admission to all Vanilla Bean events is $15,
which includes a raffle. All Poets at Large events are
sponsored in part by Linemaster Switch, bankHome-
town, WHZ Financial Advisors, the Putnam Area
Foundation and Charter Oak FCU. Contact karen.
warinsky@gmail.com to sign up for the open mic
which is recommended for ages 18 and up and has a
five-minute max as time allows.
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It’s been over a month
since my last auction
news update. As usual,
there is a lot to catch up
on beginning with some
news from the United
Kingdom.

Auction staffers
found a rare book while
appraising items in a
Bristol, England estate.
A Dbook specialist was
looking through a “run
of the mill bookcase”
when she spotted the rare

Latest auction news

book, according to the
Smithsonian Magazine.
She recognized the pale
green book with moun-
tains and a dragon as
“the Hobbit.” When the
book was first published
in 1937 the author, JR.R.
Tolkien, designed the
cover with eagles soaring
over forests and moun-
tains. Tolkien also creat-
ed ten black and white
illustrations. There were
1,500 copies of the first

edition printed with
a few hundred now
currently Kknown.
The book was miss-
ing the dust jacket
and had faded over
the years. Despite
this, it sold for near-

during their
2003-2004
release. This
is one of the

first times
that patches
and signa-
tures were

ly $57,000. used with a
It seems like card, accord-
every year I write  ANTIQUES, ing to ESPN.
about a new sports The card sold
memorabilia auc- COLLECTIBLES for $12.932
tion record. A new million,
sports card auction & ESTATES eclipsing the
record was set by * * ° ° ° ° ° ° $12.6 million
the “2007-08 Upper WAYNE TUISKULA paid for a 1952
Deck Exquisite Topps Mickey
Collection  Dual Mantle card
Logoman Autographs in 2022.
Jordan & Bryant card, In upcoming auc-
numbered 1-of-1” card. tion news, over 1,000
Collector Matt Allen Hollywood props are hit-

and Canadian investor
Kevin O’Leary (known as
“Mr. Wonderful” on the
“Shark Tank” television
show) were the winning
bidders. Upper Deck first
issued “Exquisite” cards
for $500 for five cards

ting the auction block
this week. One of the
highlights of the auc-
tion is Tobey Maguire’s
Spider-Man costume
from the 2002 movie that
is estimated to bring
between $100,000 and

Kllhnglys Kaleidoscope continues

It’s a Bald Eagle!
Saturday, Sept. 6,
1-2:30 p.m. Putnam
Public Library, 200
School St. Join
Ginny Apple, a
Master Wildlife
conservationist
with the State

Northwest
Ordinance of

1787 which
opened up
the pres-

ent states of
Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois,
Michigan,

Department Wisconsin,
of pEnergy & KILLINGLY and part of
Environmental Minnesota to
Protection, who AT settlement.
will present a Many young
slide show and . .3.0.0. ., men fcmd their
e o R
its resurging WEAVER the area for

population in
Connecticut. Open to the
public.

Author Talk & Book
Signing sponsored by
Putnam Public Library &
the Aspinock Historical
Society. Wednesday, Sept.
10, 6-7:30 p.m. Author
Karen Warfield and
“the Emancipation of
Hannah Faythe Winslow:
A Woman’s Journey
in Colonial America.
Historical fiction about
the fate of a 12 year
old orphaned girl in
Connecticut after the
Pequot-Mohegan War of
1637.

Author Talk and Book
Signing sponsored by
Putnam Public Library

and the  Aspinock
Historical Society.
Wednesday, Sept. 17,

6-7:30 p.m. Major General
Israel Putnam, Hero of
the Revolution by Robert
Ernest Hubbard. Putnam
Public Library, 200 School
St.

This week, TI'll
continue with more
of Killingly’s history.
Following the Revolution,
Killingly’s northern
church society, which had
been seeking incorpora-
tion as a separate town,
finally had its wish grant-
ed. In 1785, Thompson
was incorporated, and
the northern boundary
of the town was thus
altered and came a lit-
tle south of Route 44 in
present-day Putnam. A
marker on Upper Walnut
St. near its junction with
Pitkin and Tourtellotte
Roads, marks this old
boundary. Church soci-
eties were still the hub
around which the town
revolved and three were
established: North (the
Killingly Hill/Putnam
Heights area), Middle
(around route 101 and
East Killingly), and
South. In addition to a
meetinghouse, each was
still responsible for its
small schools and its
militia company.

The late 18th cen-
tury was a time of north-
ern and westward migra-
tion in the young United
States. Killingly native
Manassah Cutler, later
a minister in Hamilton,
Massachusetts, was one
of the co-authors of the

parts unknown.
The minister’s home in
which Cutler was tutored
for Yale by Reverend
Aaron Brown is still
standing on present-day
Putnam Heights (then
Killingly Hill). Called
the Cady-Copp Cottage,
it is owned by Putnam’s
Aspinock Historical
Society and is on the

National Register of
Historic Places
The population in

the southern section of
Killingly had continued
to increase, so in 1796 a
meetinghouse was built
in what came to be called
the Westfield section
of Killingly ( Killingly
Memorial School and
vicinity). Thus, an addi-
tional church society
came into being, and a
small village soon sprang
up near the meeting-
house. Lawyer and Judge
Ebenezer Young (also a
millowner), was one of
its early residents. His
son, John B. Young, was
a co-founder with Charles
L. Tiffany, of what is now
Tiffany’s in New York
City. Tiffany, born in
1812, was also a Killingly
native and soon became
Young’s brother-in-law.
Although Tiffany’s house
is no longer standing,
four dwellings associat-
ed with the Young fam-
ily are still extant in
this Westfield section of
Killingly. Tiffany’s par-
ents and other family
members are buried in
Old Westfield Cemetery.
The Revolution
had fostered a sense of
“home grown/made” as
imports from England
ceased. This continued
after the War and led to
altered activity at early
millsites. In 1787 William
Cundall, Sr. and Jr. estab-
lished a woolen mill in
present-day Danielson
which was one of only
four in Connecticut (near
the present Friends of
Assisi Food Pantry on
Water St., across from the
Danielson Post Office).
Within a few years
cotton would begin to
become a viable alterna-
tive to wool. Two signif-
icant events happened
in 1793. Eli Whitney
invented the cotton gin
which made separating
the seeds much more effi-
cient. Secondly, in near-
by Pawtucket, RI Samuel

Slater and others opened
the first cotton mill in
the United States. Soon
Rhode Island entrepre-
neurs were seeking addi-
tional water-powered
sites. Many in Killingly
and other Northeastern
Connecticut towns were
perfect!

In 1807, the
Wilkinsons, relatives of
Samuel Slater, opened
the first cotton mill in
Windham County on
the Pomfret side of the
Quinebaug River near
Cargill Falls in pres-
ent-day Putnam (across
from WINY  Radio
Station). Of course,
this impacted Killingly
on the eastern bank of
the river. However, by
1810 Killingly had two
cotton mills of its own:
one owned by James
Danielson, Comfort
Tiffany and others not far
from Cundall’s woolen
mill and Stone Chapel in
present-day Attawaugan.
By 1819, the Danielson
site included two cotton
mills; the Chestnut Hill
mill had been opened on
the Whetstone Brook in
East Killingly, and the
Killingly Manufacturing
Company was operating
a mill at what was later
called Daniels Village (in
northern Killingly). The
latter is on the National
Register of Historic
Places as an archaeologi-
cal site. Numerous other
mill sites soon were uti-
lized along the Whetstone
Brook, Five Mile River
and Quinebaug River,
and in 1836, Killingly
was the greatest cotton
manufacturing town
in Connecticut. Small
mill villages sprang up
around each of these
little mills. Killingly’s
Kaleidoscope had again
turned. The Church soci-
ety/meetinghouse was no
longer the central hub of
the community. Now the
mills and their villages
had ascended to that spot.
(The Killingly-Thompson
panel of William Lester,
Jr’s 1833 map of New
London and Windham
Counties, CT shows these
millsites).

It should be noted
that in 1809 a Killingly
woman, Mary Dixon Pike
Kies, was granted a pat-
ent for a loom and weav-
ing of straw with silk.
Many consider her the
first female to be granted
a US. patent in her own
right. It is believed that
a small cottage industry
developed, but according
to Windham County his-
tory Ellen D. Larned, it
soon failed. There were
a number of deaths in
Mary’s family between
1809 and 1814, including
two sons, a daughter, and
her husband. That cer-
tainly must have contrib-
uted to the end of the
experiment. The compe-
tition for labor from the
Danielson mills would

For Advertising Information
Call 860-928-1818 Ext. 326
email: mikaela@villagernewspapers.com

not have helped.

In 1818,
Connecticut passed a new
Constitution. The follow-
ing year a county court-
house and jail were con-
structed in neighboring
Brooklyn, near the meet-
inghouse and very close
to the intersection of
two main roads, a north-
south one from Norwich
to Massachusetts (now
Route 169) and an east-
west one from Hartford
to Providence (now Route
6). This section rapidly
developed into a commer-
cial hub for the entire
area.

Industrially Killingly
began to form a close eco-
nomic relationship with
the Brooklyn side of the
Quinebaug River. About
1827, Comfort Tiffany,
a shareholder in the
Danielson mills, erect-
ed his own textile mill
on that side, and the site
continued to be utilized
well into the 20th centu-
ry. By the early 1850’s the
Quinebaug Company had
expanded the site. When
the present Borough of
Danielson was estab-
lished in 1854, it included

$200,000. The Batman suit
worn by Michael Keaton
in the 1989 Batman movie
is expected to bring from
$250,000 to $500,000. The
bullwhip, belt, and whip
holster used by Harrison
Ford in “Indiana Jones
and the Last Crusade”
also has a $250,000 to
$500,000 estimate. After
some vetting, a lightsaber
thought to have been used
by Darth Vader was con-
firmed to be authentic.
The lightsaber was cre-
ated from a camera flash.
Plastic strips were added,
and it was modified to
hold a blade, according
to CBS. Estimated at $3
million, the “Star Wars”
saber is sure to be the
highlight of the auction.

We are offering some
film props and cloth-
ing in a one collector
Laurel and Hardy mem-
orabilia online auc-
tion that is currently
running. The online

Pennsylvania transpor-
tation museum auction
ends on September 9th.
A one collector Civil
War memorabilia auc-
tion will be online next
month. Future auctions
will include gold jewelry,
sterling silver, art, and
advertising signs, along
with a wide variety of
other items from multi-
ple estates. We are always
accepting valuable piec-
es and collections for
upcoming sales. Please
visit our website https://
centralmassauctions.
com for links to upcom-
ing events.

Contact us to consign
items or for auction
information at: Wayne
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions and
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

to twist and turn

this Brooklyn side of the
river so close were the
connections.

1840 brought yet
another twist and turn
of the kaleidoscope, an
even more earth-shat-
tering change for the
entire region--the open-
ing of the railroad from
Norwich to Worcester.
This is the perfect exam-
ple of the impact of a
transportation network
on a community, and
the surrounding area.
At that time in pres-
ent-day Danielson, a
small mill village existed
near the junction of the
Quinebaug and Five Mile
Rivers and another

little village was situ-
ated near the Westfield
meetinghouse. A vacant
field about mid-way
between was chosen for
the railroad depot, and
numerous businesses
quickly gravitated to
that area (the vicinity
of Commerce Avenue
and the parking Ilot
of Hometown Bank).
Its influence quickly
replaced the other villag-
es.

A railroad depot

was also constructed at
Dayville which served
the mills in the outly-
ing towns and fostered
growth in that area.
The northern section of
Killingly was impacted
by the Pomfret Depot
station, not far from the
early Wilkinson mill on
the Quinebaug River.
Killingly Hill lost its
pre-eminence as that
depot village grew. Soon
the town would lose that
territory for Putnam was
incorporated in 1855,
taking part of Killingly.
Another era had ended.
Killingly’s Kaleidoscope
had again twisted.

Margaret M. Weaver
Killingly Municipal
Historian, August 2025.
For additional informa-
tion email me at mar-
garetmweaver@gmail.
com or visit the Killingly
Historical Center at 196
Main St., Danielson,
Wednesday or Saturday
10 am.-4 pm. or call
860-779-7250. Like us at
Facebook: www.face-
book.com/Kkillinglyhis-
toricalsociety.

On Thursday, Aug. 21, Ed DeLuca presented the Aspinock Historical Society with the
latest edition of the “Shoreliner” magazine, a quarterly publication of the New Haven
Railroad’s Historical and Technical Society (NHRHTA), to Director and Historian, William
It featured an article written by Mr. DeLuca about the freight train move-
ments of the “Putnam Local” from 1945 up until the early 1950’s as remembered by
the conductor who worked on that job, and it included his recollections of the railroad’s
transition from steam powered to the diesel engine locomotives. That local was based
in, and it operated from the once busy freight yard at May Street crossing, and it serviced
customers both north and south of Puthnam on the Norwich and Worcester branch. That
edition is now the fourth Shoreliner magazine containing Mr. DeLuca’s writings that he’s
donated to the Aspinock Historical Society, and others are now among the archives of

“Bill” Pearsall.

both the Thompson and the Pomfret Historical Societies.

Courtesy
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Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20.
The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right DAY IN

k‘ ds The numbers in each column add up fo the tofals on the bottom. HISTORY
corner 9 20 (v || 4

\_] 1781: Los Angeles is
'I o founded as El Pueblo
22 de Nuestra Seflora
La Reina de los
Angeles.

1812: The Siege of

'I 5 36 Fort Harrison begins
during the War of
Bod
1972: “The Price is

17 30 42 Right” premieres. It
is the longest-run-

SsL| 8Ll ¢ ning game show on
American television.
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This item should

only weigh about 10
to 15 percent of a

child’s body weight. Get Scrambled
Unscramble the words to determine the phrase. LOAD

AKCB OT HSLOOC

a heavy or bulky
thing being
carried
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Backpacks aren’t just for

E“Q"?'“ Carry school. They are important
Spanish:Lllevar gear when hiking or
Italian: Portare camping, and should be
. 9 )  packed so they are
French: Porter ‘\ not too heavy. Can you guess what
German: Tragen the bigger picture is?
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z Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Solve the code to discover words related to hiking.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint:15=0)

1 15 15 14 22

Level: Beginner

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

14 3 20 10 5
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NAI Glickman Kovago & Jacobs

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

e __mmlfllllmr 7

- (B E RE

O 2360 FHSTORIC OEFICE BU|L DS
FOR SALE

Listing price: $550,000

Building size: 9,536 SF

Lot size: 13,939 SF

Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

- Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832

« Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings

« Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

JAMES GLICKMAN JONAH D. GLICKMAN
Principal Vice President
508-769-5007 508-868-3765

jglickman@glickmankovago.com jdglickman@glickmankovago.com
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Visiting a local apple
orchard and picking
one’s fill of apples is a
quintessential fall activ-
ity. Apple picking is
an ideal way to spend
time outdoors when the
weather tends to be cool
and pleasant. Gathering
fresh-from-the-tree fruit
to turn into favorite fall
desserts like cobblers and
pies is irresistible.

According to the
Economic Research
Service, @ Washington
state is the leading apple
producer in the United
States. It is followed very
distantly by New York
and Michigan. Apples
were first cultivated in
Canada by early French
settlers, with the first
trees planted in Nova
Scotia’s Annapolis Valley
around 1633. Today, New
Brunswick, Quebec,
Ontario, and British
Columbia have become
strong players in the
apple business. While
other areas may not be
apple meccas, those look-
ing to pick their own
have plenty of options
across North American
to enjoy this pastime.

Prior to an apple pick-
ing adventure, people can

"R K
"_ ‘.‘

I
do a little preparation to
ensure the afternoon is
fun and fruitful.

- Do some research.
Before individuals head
out, they should do
research into the avail-
able orchards and which

-

g »

i

apple varieties they spe-
cialize in. Ripening sea-
sons vary, so certain vari-
eties may not be available
at all times. Call ahead to
learn which apples are
ripe and when.

- Visit early. The best

Fall is loaded with
opportunities to have fun

_atel

It can be bittersweet to
say farewell to summer.
Months of warm weather
and sunshine are hard to
beat and provide plenty
of opportunities to rest
and relax.

Just because sum-
mer has come and gone
doesn’t mean the oppor-
tunity to enjoy recreation
is in the rearview mirror.
Fall is awash in opportu-
nities to enjoy the fresh,
inviting air and take part
in the various activities
that go hand-in-hand
with this time of year.

Apple and pumpkin
picking

Heading to a near-
by orchard or farm and
choosing fresh fruit is a
hallmark of fall. In fact,
these are some of the
most popular places to
visit on the weekends, as
crowds of people clam-
ber to grab their Granny
Smith or Cortland apples.
Call ahead to learn which
varieties areripe and plan
to arrive early before the
trees are picked clean.

Apple orchards and
pumpkin patches can be
dusty, muddy or messy,
so dress accordingly for
the environment, includ-
ing closed-toe shoes you
don’t mind getting dirty.
Keep in mind that many

of these establishments
are cash-only. Bring cash
and expect to have your
bounty weighed upon
checkout.

Wine tasting

September and October
are prime months for
grape harvesting, which
means local vineyards
may host special tours
and events to take advan-
tage of their growing sea-
son.

Fall also is a great time
to visit a vineyard that
offers tastings, as you can
sit out in the sun and cool
weather and enjoy a glass
or two of the latest vin-
tage. Follow local vine-
yards on social media or
get on their email lists to
stay on top of upcoming
events.

Leaf peeping

The gradual deple-
tion of chlorophyll in
tree leaves is responsi-
ble for the amazing and
colorful display Mother
Nature puts on each fall.
Everyone is treated to
vivid panoramas of reds,
oranges, purples, and yel-
lows, making them ideal
all-natural photo back-
drops.

Plenty of people trav-
el to more rural areas to
witness leaves change

color, and that means
that country areas can
get crowded. It always
pays to plan a leaf-peep-
ing excursion for early
in the day to account for
the possibility of traffic
along the route. Make an
entire day of it by see-
ing the sights, grabbing
lunch, and hitting a farm-
er’s market while out and
about.

Fall fair

Many towns hold off
on their annual fairs and
carnivals until the cooler
months of the year. These
are entertaining and bois-
terous events that can
include everything from
food and livestock con-
tests to rides and amuse-
ments to musical perfor-
mances.

As these fairs tend to
last a couple of days to a
week, it could be fruitful
to look into whether they
sell multi-day passes at a
discount, particularly if
you plan to attend a few
times and maximize the
fun.

Opportunities for fun
abound each fall. With
inviting weather and cal-
endars full of seasonal
offerings, now is an ideal
time to enjoy the great
outdoors.

Reach More

Local Applicants #a,

apples are often available
early in the season before
the trees have been heav-
ily picked over. It’s also
a good idea to visit the
orchard early in the day,
which means cooler tem-

Fall hiking ti

Apple picking pointers

peratures and smaller
crowds.

» Dress appropriately.
Orchards can be dusty,
muddy and buggy. The
ground also may be
uneven. Individuals can

wear comfortable clothes
and closed-toed shoes
that can get dirty. Also,
they should dress in lay-
ers, as it can be chilly
early in the day and then
warmer later on.

« Pick correctly. Instead
of yanking on the apples,
which can damage the
tree and apples, people
should gently roll or twist
the apple upwards from
the branch. If the apple is
ripe it will detach easily
with stem intact.

« Avoid bruising. It’s
wise to inspect the apples
to make sure they are
firm and brightly colored.
Those with bruising or
insect damage should be
left behind.

- Don’t overload. Only
pick what you need.
Apples are delicate, and
overloading the apples
into bags can crush or
bruise the ones on the
bottom. Plus, over-pick-
ing means that the apples
may spoil before they can
be eaten.

After a day at the
orchard, apples can be
stored unwashed in a
cool, dark place, which
will help them stay fresh-
er, longer.

Fall hiking can be a
unique and exciting expe-
rience. Thanks to the
vibrant foliage, crisp air
and smaller crowds than
might be around during
summer, fall is a prime
time to lace up one’s boots
and hit the trails.

Beyond the oppor-
tunity to check out the
amazing foliage displays
synonymous with this
time of year, spending
time outdoors in fall
provides various health
benefits. According to
UAB Medical West, some
benefits of hiking include
improved mental well-be-
ing, enhanced balance
and improved muscle
strength.

As with any hiking trip,
it is key to plan ahead to
enjoy a safe and enjoy-
able adventure this fall.

- Layer your cloth-
ing. Fall weather can be
unpredictable and dra-
matic temperature fluctu-
ations can occur between
morning and afternoon.
The trick is layering
clothing to provide com-
fort and safety. Start with
a moisture-wicking base
layer, add an insulat-
ing layer like fleece for
warmth, and top it with

T

a waterproof and wind-
proof outer shell. Then
you can adjust your cloth-
ing as conditions change.

« Wear proper footwear
to ensure ample traction.
Opt for sturdy hiking
shoes or boots with sig-
nificant ankle support
and excellent traction.
Fallen leaves and rain
or early-season ice can
make paths slippery.
Waterproof footwear is
highly recommended,
especially if damp condi-
tions are expected. Wool
socks (not cotton) will
wick away moisture and
provide warmth even
when damp. According to
a study on mountain hik-
ing in the Austrian Alps,
75 percent of fall acci-
dents occur on descents,
so having extra traction
can help.

« Mind the daylight.
As fall inches closer to
winter, daylight hours
diminish rapidly. It’s
easy to underestimate
how quickly dusk will
arrive. Plan your route
to account for your pace
so you can be off the trail
well before sunset. Pack
a flashlight or headlamp
just in case.

- Mind the habitat.

S
Ly

Anytime you hike you
should be mindful of the
natural settings around
you. Stick to the trails so
you do not disturb del-
icate vegetation. Also,
never feed wild animals.
They can grow accus-
tomed to an easy hand-
out and lose their fear of
humans, putting them-
selves at risk of harm.
Remember to dispose
of trash properly and
always take out what you
bring in.

- Stay fueled and
hydrated. Despite the
cooler temperatures of
fall, dehydration may
occur as the body loses
fluid through exertion
and respiration. Pack
plenty of water and take
sips regularly. Bring
along energy-rich snacks
like protein bars, trail
mix and dried fruit to
maintain energy levels
throughout the excur-
sion.

Fall hiking trips enable
people to immerse them-
selves in the stunning
beauty of the season
while also getting some
exercise and enjoying
ample fresh air.

Email:Mikaela@villagernewspapers.com

Phone:(860) 928-1818
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SUNFLOWERS

continued from page Al
Lapsley Orchard for their
longstanding partnership
with thew agency:
“Twenty years means
so much. This communi-
ty has grown overwhelm-
ingly during that time; To
be able to pull everyone
together and do some art,
some wonderful flower
picking, and enjoying this
transition from summer
to fall, I think it’s the most
beautiful time of year to
build awareness of the
most important things,
taking care of our kids
and those that take care
of them,” said Poirier.
“(Lapsley Orchard’s) ded-
ication is beyond words.
They allow us to use this
beautiful space, smell
these beautiful smells,
and it’s unbelievable. It’s
just so energizing to see
what they are able to do
all summer long and all
year round and then to be
able to let us come in, pick
the flowers, and to share
then with our community
members is a wonderful
opportunity,. We thank
them very much from the
bottom of our hearts.”
Julia Resener, an
Assistant Development
and Prevention
Coordinator with
United Services, called
Sunflowers for Kids a true

community event that
brings many together at
the same time every year
for a unified cause.

“It really shows our
community can come
together. It’s fun, we pro-
vide resources and hand
out activities for the kids.
We try to make it a fun

Students named
to Western New

wh et England University’s

has grown so much that
we can still do it 20 years
later,” Resener said. “A lot
of people that come and
stop by learn that we’re
a resource for them and
they learn that if they do
need anything from any
of our services, we have
that for them and they can
call any time they’re in
need.”

United Services has
two local locations, one
in Moosup and another in
Dayville. Their services
include counselling for
youth and adults, sub-
stance abuse treatment,
supportive housing, case
management, primary
care, and an in-house
pharmacy. They also
provide the regions only
domestic violence pro-
grams.

Those looking to learn
more about the organiza-
tion or to find a way to
volunteer or donation can
visit unitedservicesct.org

Engineering programs,

Spring Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Western New England University
(WNE) takes immense pride in recognizing the outstanding aca-
demic achievements of more than 790 students who have been
named to the Dean’s List for the Spring 2025 semester.

Morgan Bonin of Woodstock

Hannah Wotton of Pomfret Center

Matthew Lauria of Brooklyn

Western New England University (WNE) is a private, nationally
ranked, comprehensive institution with a focus on preparing work-
ready and world-ready graduates. Founded in 1919 in Springfield,
Massachusetts as a division of Northeastern College, WNE»s 215-
acre suburban campus serves more than 3,700 students, including
over 2,500 full-time undergraduates. More than 47,000 alumni have
earned degrees through its more than 90 undergraduate, gradu-
ate, and professional programs at Colleges of Arts and Sciences,
Business, Engineering, and Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and
School of Law. Students come from 39 U.S. states and territories
and 23 countries. Of 45,104 living alumni, 30% remain within the
region, residing in the four Western Massachusetts counties and
northern Connecticut.

WNE is classified among nationally ranked universities in US
News and World Report, and among the Top 100 Undergraduate
and in the Doctoral/Professional
Universities category in the Carnegie Classification of Institutions
of Higher Education.

for more information.

PLAQUE

continued from page Al

for our region, but Andy’s
lineage does shed light
on it. His parents were
refugees of the Russian
Revolution. They chose
Thompson to be near fam-
ily - his uncle was ‘Count’
Vonsiatsky.

Author Alex Kershaw
memorialized Andy’s
story in “The Few: The
American ‘Knights of
the Air’ Who Risked
Everything to Fight in
the Battle of Britain,”
and Winston Churchill’s
famous quote: “Never in
the field of human con-
flict, was so much owed
by so many to so few”
referenced those who
understood the urgency
for action. The United
States was neutral before
the Pearl Harbor attack.
Andy Mamedoff and oth-

ers broke those neutral-
ity laws to help Britain
defend itself. Many of
those who circumvented
the US system to serve
and returned alive were
forgiven, but the dead
were forgotten. We are
righting that wrong

here in Thompson.

THS extends much
appreciation to the cur-
rent owners of the old
Russian Bear site for
allowing this marker
to be placed honoring a
war hero. Also, special
thanks to the British
& Commonwealth
Remembrance Project
whose mission is to
remember the service and
sacrifice made by British
and Commonwealth ser-
vice personnel in times of
war. Visit their website at
www.bcrpusa.org to learn
more about their work
and ways to support them.

Send all obituary notices to “
Villoger Newspapers, PO Box 90,’ )
Southbridge, MA 01550, or bye-mail
0 obits(@stonebridgepress.news

SMITH AND WALKER

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
148 Grove Street, Putnam, CT 860-928-2442
www.smithandwalkerfh.com
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GAGNON AND COSTELLO

Funeral Home and Cremation Service
33 Reynolds Street, Danielson, CT 06239 860-774-9403

Funeral Directors

Timothy Farner, Steven Farner, Andrew Farner
Serving ALL Faiths with Dignity
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Funeral Homes and Crematory

Clean energy
events planned
in Pomfret

POMFRET — The official SUN
DAY celebration is Sept. 21 at Central
Connecticut State University from noon
to 4 p.m., as part of a nationwide celebra-
tion of solar and wind power. (https://
www.climateactionct.org/sun-day) The
Pomfret Green Team is getting a head
start. Visit our booth at the Pomfret Fall
Festival on Sept. 13. Experts from CET/
Energize CT will be there to answer your
questions about upgrading to air-source
heat pumps, which heat and cool very
efficiently, and solar arrays.

Walk, bike, or drive the self-guided
Abington Solar Tour. It runs from Sept. 1
through the 21st. The four solar systems
offer a look at a variety of methods for
installing solar panels: on the roof, on
the ground, and on a pole which allows
the array to track the sun. See what
arrangement might fit your lifestyle.
Visit the Pomfret Green Team page on
the town Web site (https://www.pom-
fretct.gov/green-team) for details.

DONALD L BROWN

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2025
at 11 AM
SERVICE TO BE HELD AT
East Woodstock Cemetery
Military Salute
Interment of Donald and Patricia Brown

FOLLOWED BY A CELEBRATION OF LIFE
East Woodstock Church and Common
220 Woodstock Road, Woodstock, CT 06281

L%{wm%

“Living Up to a Tradition Started 100 Years Ago”

~ Bob Fournier

“A century of dedication, compassion and guidance.”

Gilman Funeral Home and Crematory
104 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260 » 860-928-7723 * GilmanAndValade.com

LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
WOODSTOCK PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION
The Woodstock PZC will hold a Public
Hearing on Thursday, September 18,
2025 at 7:45 p.m. at Woodstock Town
Hall, 415 Route 169, Woodstock, for

the following:

1. Application  #666-07-25  Text
Amendment to Zoning Regulations,
Adding Definition and Regulations for
“Managed Residential Communities.”
Applicant: Kenneth Pelc/KM Villa State,
LLC.

The public may speak and submit
written communications until the close
of the public hearing. Details of the
application are available from the Town
Planner, landuse @ woodstockct.gov or
available in the Land Use Office.
David Morse
Chairman
September 5, 2025
September 12, 2025

LEGAL NOTICE
WOODSTOCK PLANNING AND
ZONING COMMISSION
At its regular meeting of August 21,
2025, the Woodstock Planning & Zon-
ing Commission heard, considered
and acted on the following application:
1. APPROVED, Applica-
tion #665-07-25, Special Permit for
Change of Use at 326 Route 169 (MBL
#5779/64/22A). Applicant:  Anthony

Chabot.

Details of the Commission action
are available from the Town Plan-
ner, landuse@woodstockct.gov or

available in the Land Use Office.
David Morse

Chairman

September 5, 2025

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Mary Louise Rumrill (25-00324)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated August 22, 2025, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Angela Authier,
1448 Riverside Drive,
N. Grosvenordale, CT 06255
September 5, 2025

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
Claire R LeBeau (25-00312)

The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated August 26, 2025, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Elyssa A. Foley, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
David Morrell
c/o MARK R BROUILLARD,

ST ONGE & BROUILLARD,
50 ROUTE 171,
WOODSTOCK, CT 06281
September 5, 2025
TOWN OF KILLINGLY

METERED USE

LEGAL NOTICE
Payments will be received in the
Revenue Office, 172 Main Street
Killingly CT 06239, as follows: Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday 8-4:30pm,
Tuesday 8-5:30pm, and Friday
8-11:30am. By mail, online, or in our
drop box.
The first installment of metered use is
due September 1, 2025. If payment is
not received on or before October 1,
2025 the installment becomes delin-
quent and subject to interest at the rate
of 18% per annum, 1.5% per month, or
any fraction of a month, from the due
date. A minimum of $2.00 interest will
be charged for each delinquent tax bill
and installment. Please visit our web-
site for full details and online payments
www.killingly.org.
April Lamothe, CCMC
Revenue Collector
Town of Killingly
August 29, 2025
September 5, 2025
September 26, 2025

TOWN OF KILLINGLY

METERED USE

LEGAL NOTICE
Payments will be received in the
Revenue Office, 172 Main Street
Killingly CT 06239, as follows: Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday 8-4:30pm,
Tuesday 8-5:30pm, and Friday

8-11:30am. By mail, online, or in our
drop box.

The first installment of metered use is
due September 1, 2025. If payment is
not received on or before October 1,
2025 the installment becomes delin-
quent and subject to interest at the rate
of 18% per annum, 1.5% per month, or
any fraction of a month, from the due
date. A minimum of $2.00 interest will
be charged for each delinquent tax bill
and installment. Please visit our web-
site for full details and online payments
www.killingly.org.

April Lamothe, CCMC

Revenue Collector

Town of Killingly

August 29, 2025

September 5, 2025

September 26, 2025

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF

Jeanne E Ellis (25-00292)
The Hon. Gabrielle Labonte, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District of
Northeast Probate Court, by decree
dated August 26, 2025, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to
promptly present any such claim may
result in the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Chief Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Jerome E Ellis,
44 Juliette Ave.,
N. Grosvenordale, CY 06255
September 5, 2025
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Renewal by Andersen has been in business for 30 years, and this is our

BIGGEST SALE EVER!

REMEWAL
W AHDERSEN
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NO money down, NO payments,
NO interest for 1Year®:-

in ames P et Der s @ il bl U more e e e

' We're the full-service replacement window » Cwr patio doors feature world -class engineering—
dweision of family-owned Andersen® imcluding our continuous weather stripping
And Andersen's products can increase a For year-round comfert, and our multi-paint

hame's value by at least 15%*

locking system for optimal security.

REMEWAL

059-456-0067 HE=:

Sspariar Products. Escaplional Sarvicn
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